
Two Blackville natives are 
hoping to be their home-
town’s next mayor. 

Ronnie Pernell, who recent-
ly moved back to Blackville, 
and Enterick Lee, who was 
elected to Blackville Town 
Council last year, were the 
only candidates to file by the 
April 29th deadline in order 
to appear on the June 14th 
ballot. Polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Black-
ville Community Center. The 
winner will fill the seat left 
vacant earlier this year by the 
resignation of Michael Beas-
ley, who served as mayor for 
nearly 12 years. 

Persons desiring to vote in 
this election must be regis-
tered on the county’s Books of 
Registration as an elector and 
a resident of the municipality, 
not less than 30 days prior to 
the date of election. The last 
day to register to vote for this 
municipal election is May 14. 

To register to vote in Barn-
well County or update your 
address and/or other voter 
registration information, visit 
the office of the Barnwell 
County Registration & Elec-
tions (367 Fuldner Rd., Barn-
well). 

Enterick Lee
Enterick Lee is a lifelong 

resident of Barnwell County.
The 2012 graduate of Black-

ville-Hilda High School has 
always enjoyed serving his 
community and helping oth-
ers get to the next level of 
desires in life. In addition to 
serving on town council, he 
attends Ned Branch Baptist 
Church of Barnwell, serves 
as a member of Barnwell 
Masonic Lodge #180 (Prince 
Hall), Board of Directors of 
Blackville CDC, Barnwell 
County Democrat Party Pre-
cinct President, Barnwell- 
Blackville NAACP, and on 
the National Small Business 
Council. He’s the recipient of 
the Big 7 Association Small 
Business Award and Millen-

Granger Brooks Ridgeway - ElkoO p i n i o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 A

S o c i e t y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 A

Kid Scoop.........................................................8, 9A

C a l e n d a r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 B

Classi f ieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-8B

Puzzles..............................................................6B, 8B

WHAT’S INSIDE

$1.00 Retail
For home delivery pricing, 4A

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS, 6A

VOLUME 146, NO. 2                                                    WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022                                         2 SECTIONS / 20 PAGES / $1.00

Tennis players Tennis players 

headed to headed to 

State Singles State Singles 

Tournament, Tournament, 

Sports / 1BSports / 1B

In the fifth round of the NFL 
draft, the NY Giants selected 
Marcus McKethan from Barn-
well. 

Marcus, a two-time All-ACC 
Honorable Mention player, 
was the starting right guard for 
the Tar Heels and head coach 
Mack Brown. 

"Marcus did an excellent job 
for us while at Carolina and 
he's one of the main reasons 
we've led the league in rushing 
yards over the past two years," 
said Coach Brown. "He is so 
big, but he can really move 
for his size. Marcus was also 
very durable throughout his 
time with us, starting 37 of his 
last 38 games as a Tar Heel. 
We're looking forward to him 

showcasing those traits at the 
next level and I'd expect him to 

have a positive impact for the 
New York Giants."

McKethan drafted by NY Giants

An experienced lawman is 
coming out of retirement to 
lead his hometown’s police 
department. 

James Gainey officially start-
ed duties as chief of the Willis-
ton Police Department (WPD) 
on April 25. He was selected 
out of a pool of 12 applicants, 
including two other finalists 
who were not local. Gainey 
brings a wealth of knowledge 
built on 38-plus years of ex-
perience. 

“Chief Gainey was chosen by 
the Williston Town Council for 
numerous reasons. His years 
of experience played a major 
part in his hiring. The fact that 
he lived very close to the town 
limits, when off duty, his re-
sponse time will be quick. We 
wanted someone who would 
have great supervision skills 
and also someone who can 
relate to members of our com-
munity,” said Williston Mayor 

Brett Williams. 
Chief Gainey takes over for 

Rodney Pruitt, who recently 
moved from being chief and 
investigator to solely investi-
gator. 

“On behalf of the Town of 
Williston we do thank former 
Chief Rodney Pruitt for his 
willingness and dedication 
over these past years. Rodney 
has done a lot in the time as 
chief here and before chief 
he served as investigator for 
numerous years prior. He has 

worked and gave selflessly to 
the town he dearly loves,” said 
Mayor Williams. 

Gainey, an alumnus of Wil-
liston-Elko High School, is 
excited for the opportunity 
to serve as chief of police for 
his hometown. The WPD is 
where he started his career 38 
years ago.

“After retirement, I soon 
realized that my heart is in 
law enforcement and I feel 
that I still have knowledge, 
expertise, and skill-set that I 
can contribute, so I decided to 
apply for the Chief of Police 
position for Williston,” said 
Gainey.

Mayor Williams said he and 
the council trust that Gainey 
will continue to hold the de-
partment to the highest stan-
dards and the training of the 
new officers will be superior. 
“We believe that the chief and 
his officers will establish a pos-
itive rapport with the citizens 
of Williston and help them 
feel safe. We look forward to 

Former Chief Rodney Pruitt (left) swears in new Williston Police Chief James Gainey on April 25.
Photo Contributed
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After being drafted by the NY 
Giants (at left) April 30, Barnwell 
native Marcus McKethan (above) 
signs a Warhorse helmet during 
a trip to Barnwell High on May 2.

Enterick Lee Ronnie Pernell

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer
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Barnwell County has 
been working diligently 
with SouthernCarolina 
Alliance and Palmetto 
Pride on getting its Keep 
America Beautiful Af-
filiation. 

There are currently 37 
counties in South Caro-
lina that are successful 
Keep America Beautiful 
affiliates. By becoming 
an aff i l iate,  Barnwell 
County will be able to 
join in on the success by 
striving towards ending 
litter, improving recy-
cling, and beautifying 
America’s communities. 

Some of the top rea-

sons why counties de-
cide to become a Keep 
America Beautiful Affili-
ate are national credibil-
ity, a powerful network 
of peers, training oppor-
tunities, tools, resources, 
and programs, commu-
nity impact grants, and 
self-determination. 

B a r n w e l l  C o u n t y 
Councilman Ben Kin-
law has stepped forward 
to take on the role of 
interim coordinator of 
Keep Barnwell Coun-
ty Beautiful. Kinlaw is 
very passionate about 
keeping his community 
clean, as he and his wife 
Peggy along with other 
community volunteers 
regularly pick up litter 
t h roughout  Bar nwel l 

County, and he is excited 
to see Barnwell get its 

affiliation. Once a board 
is developed, a perma-

nent Coordinator will be 
voted on. 

“As we grow the ‘Keep 
Barnwell County Beau-
tiful’ initiative, we en-
v ision munic ipal it ies 
developing and schedul-
ing cleanup events, and 
promoting communities 
to develop their respec-
tive cleanup programs,” 
said Kinlaw. 

Keep Barnwell County 
Beaut iful has its f irst 
a n nua l  Cou nt y-Wide 
Spring Cleanup Event on 
May 14 from 8 to 10 a.m. 
Meet at  the Barnwel l 
County Sheriff's Office 
for supplies and assign-
ments. More information 
about the event can be 
found on Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful’s Face-

book page. 
T he Keep Bar nwel l 

County Beautiful board 
is looking for potential 
board members and vol-
unteers. Members' duties 
include attending free 
training given by Pal-
metto Pride, attending 
month ly board meet-
ings, and taking part in 
various community proj-
ects throughout the year. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the Keep Barn-
well County Beautiful 
board or signing up to 
volu nte er  for  eve nt s 
should contact Ben Kin-
law at  bccd5k i n law@
gmail.com or by messag-
ing the Keep Barnwell 
County Beautiful Face-
book page.

Gracie Hiers

Contributed

Barnwell County working toward 
Keep America Beautiful affiliation 

ANYONE CAN RECEIVE A FREE 
NARCAN KIT. 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A CLIENT. 
ALL IT TAKES IS 3 MINUTES OF 

TRAINING. FOR YOU TO SAVE A LIFE 

You may never need to use it; or you may need to 
use it on a child, family member, friend, neighbor, 

colleague, or community member. 
BE PREPARED, GET TRAINED, and HAVE IT ON HAND! 

I : 

• 
179 FULDNER RD. 

Q BARNWELL, SC 29812 
FOLLOW US ON/)___ • 

1Fr-Q;r;m� Ax1slCenter 
□ (803) 541.1245

181 info@Axist.org 

WWW.AXISl .ORG 

Barnwell County residents clean up communities
Lt. Governor Pamela Evette kicked off the Grab A Bag SC spring campaign with 

a litter pickup event in Laurens County on Wednesday, March 30. 
Leading by example, Evette encouraged South Carolina citizens to get out into 

their communities and pick up litter from March 30 through April 2. 
“Litter prevention is about citizens taking ownership of their neighborhoods and 

making sure that trash is put in its place before it can become litter,” said Evette. 
“But while there is still litter, we must pick it up. Citizens, governments and busi-
ness industries all have a part to play in changing the culture that leads to litter.” 

Numerous Barnwell County residents responded to her call.

Volunteers in Hilda collected 800 pounds of litter on 7 miles of roadway April 2. Pictured: 
April Hutto, Linda Thomas, Jackie Bowers, John Moody, John Davis, Beverly Moody, Darlene 
Falso, Allie Murdock, and Ashley Howell. Not pictured: Ricky Hutto, Phil Falso, Jean Owens. Photos Contributed

Williston Mayor Brett Williams, Williston Town Councilmen Eric Moody, Kurt Odermatt, and 
Scott Valentine, Deputy Sheriff Darlene Sanders, resident Margo Huggins, Williston Police 
Officer Adam Evans, Barnwell City Councilwoman Peggy Kinlaw, Williston-Elko students 
and a host of folks from Williston participated in a clean-up on April 2.

Some of the Williston-Elko students who helped pick up trash.
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FFiinndd  tthheessee  aanndd  mmaannyy  
mmoorree  uunniiqquuee  ggiiffttss  ffoorr    
MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  iinn  oouurr    

ggiifftt  sshhoopp!!  

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell ⬧⬧ (803) 259-5631 
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Flower her  
with Love this  
Mother’s Day 

⬧ Gift Cards Available ⬧ 

Join Us For 
MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  
Sunday, May 8th 

Treat Mom to a  
delicious and relaxing  
celebration with our  

Chef’s Southern Special 
Mother’s Day menus  
for lunch and dinner ! 

Meats: 
Fried Chicken 

Fried/Smothered Pork Chop 
Meatloaf 

Ribs 
Chicken Fried Steak 

Full Menu will also be  
available to order from! 

Sides: 
Mashed Potatoes 
Steamed Broccoli 
Mixed Vegetables 

Cornbread 
Turnip/Collard Greens 

Fried Cabbages 
Lima Beans  
Green Beans 

Macaroni & Cheese 
Coleslaw 

Rice & Gravy 

8273 Marlboro Ave., Barnwell 
803-571-2800 

Tues. – Sat. 11 a.m. 9 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m.—7 p.m. 

9257 Marlboro Ave., Barnwell 

Hours: Wed.- Fri. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Any Single Item 

*Must present coupon. 

No photocopies accepted. 

Expires: May 14, 2022 

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  
The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. 

20 Wall St., Barnwell, SC 29812 ⬧ 803-571-1949 

Furniture In Need  

Of An Update? 

PPeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd    
MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  

CCuussttoommiizzaattiioonnss!!  

Wreaths - Fancy Plates - Mirrors - Mugs -
Frame - Wallets - T-Shirts - Cooking Utensils 

     Bags And More… 

     Call us at  

 (803)-621-2004 

Chief: James Gainey comes home to lead 
Williston Police Department FROM PAGE 1A

what Chief Gainey has 
to offer Williston,” said 
the mayor. 

“As chief, I look for-
ward to serving the citi-
zens, helping to move 
Williston forward in 
policing and protecting 
everyone in the com-
munity. There will be 
some changes that I will 
bring, the changes will 
be for the betterment of 
the town. I am also look-
ing forward to learning 
the officers, getting to 
know them, learning 

what they need to do 
their  job effectively, 
and helping to achieve 
our goals,” said Chief 
Gainey.

Some of the goals for 
the chief are everyday 
expectations and con-
tinuing the develop-
ment and utilization of 
the problem-oriented 
policing strategies. Pre-
venting and solving 
crimes while prosecut-
ing offenders is also 
vital. 

“Help educate busi-

ness leaders to take ap-
propriate crime preven-
tion measures, because 
even though we want to 
help and be observant 
we can’t be everywhere 
all the time,” said Mayor 
Williams. 

Gainey and his wife 
Dawne have been mar-
ried for 33 years. They 
have one son, Billy Gain-
ey, who has also been 
in law enforcement for 
eight years and current-
ly works for the Aiken 
County Sheriff’s Office.  

Kijuana Moore (left) and Maleah Williams (right), mentees from Redefined Women’s 
Empowerment Inc. visited the PruittHealth Barnwell nursing home on March 31 to 
deliver throw blankets for senior citizens. They are pictured with MaryAnne Jamison, 
director of PruittHealth Barnwell. 

Teens display service above self

Photo Contributed

Mother’s Day
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Alberta Williams 
recognized for service at 
Blackville senior center

AIKEN/BARNWELL OFFICE
1930 University Pkwy Suite 1600, Aiken, SC 29801
Phone: (803) 642-6416 | Fax: (803) 642-6418

OFFICE LOCATIONS:

MIDLANDS OFFICE
1700 Sunset Blvd (US 378), Suite 1, West Columbia, SC 29169
Phone: (803) 939-0041 | Fax: (803) 939-0078

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE
1436 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2452

Important Resources 

FOR VETERANS 

From Congressman Joe Wilson 

“As a veteran myself and the father 

of four sons who have served 

overseas, I am honored to fight 
for our veterans in Congress. 
Please do not hesitate to 

contact the office if we can 
ever be of assistance to you or 

someone you may know in the 

Second Congressional District of 
South Carolina.”

VETERANS CRISIS LINE:
1-800-273-8255 and press 1 Or text 838255

FILING VA DISABILITY CLAIM:
www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/ 

Or call 800-827-1000

JoeWilson.House.gov

PUBLIC SERVANT OFFICIAL BUSINESS

It is provided as a service to the 2nd District of South Carolina Constituents. This ad was prepared and published at taxpayer expense.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES FOR VETERANS:

New Menu! New Hours!

Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon., & Tues.
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Birth

Granger Brooks Ridgeway was born on March 15, 2022.

Granger Brooks Ridgeway
Haley Breanna Sanders and Dalton Bailee Ridgway of Elko are proud 

to announce the birth of their son, Granger Brooks Ridgeway.
He was born on March 15, 2022 at 2:25 p.m. at Aiken Hospital. He 

weighed in at 8 pounds, 13 ounces and was 20 ½ inches long.
He has one sibling, brother Corbin Bailee Ridgeway. 
Maternal grandparents are Milton and Trixie Sanders of Barnwell.
Maternal great-grandparents are Mary “Ann” Harrelson of Williston; 

Rick and Karen Kissiah of Barnwell; and the late MB and the late Joann 
Sanders of Elko.

Paternal grandparents are Cory and Pam Ridgeway of Barnwell.
Paternal great-grandparents are the late Ernest and Rhea Ridgeway of 

Barnwell; Gail Reyes of Aiken and Wally and Gayle Reyes of Waukee, Iowa.  

International Women’s Month closed with a special presentation at 
The Golden Retreat (Blackville Senior Center) to Mrs. Alberta Williams.

Mrs. Williams was recognized with an inscribed vase saluting her for 
all that she does for those attending the senior center. Betty Thompson 
nominated her because “She provides so many extra exciting and interest-
ing activities. She doesn’t mind assisting us when we don’t quite ‘get it.” 

The Golden Retreat, Generations Unlimited's Blackville Senior Center, 
reopened Augusta 2021 with limited seating due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Her creativity gives guests opportunities to participate in varied 
activities within the CDC guidelines, according to Site Manager Norma 
Rockwell.  Mamie Matthews wrote: “Mrs. Williams ‘is a jack of all trades’. 
She is dedicated and devoted to whatever she undertakes.” 

Mrs. Williams is also a talented seamstress, donating a quilt of her own 
design to raise money for more activities at The Golden Retreat. She pre-
pares the annual Black History Month program with variety each year. 

Mrs. Williams was born and raised in New York City, New York; 
spending summers with her grandparents and cousins in Blackville. 
After retiring as a manager for the City of New York, Department of 
Social Services, she settled permanently in Blackville. 

The seniors at The Golden Retreat are glad she is a part of this com-
munity. Shirley Nix summed it up, “We love what she does for us.”
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Faith

BLACKVILLE - A chapel service for Mrs. 
Myrtis Louis Boatwright of Blackville, South 
Carolina, was held at 2 p.m., Saturday, April 30, 
2022, at Guinyard and Sons Funeral Home, 756 
Allen Street, Barnwell, South Carolina. Social 
distancing and other guidelines were in place.

Myrtis Louis Boatwright was born in Barn-
well County on July 17, 1965. She was a daugh-
ter of the late Roseatt Williams and Spencer 
Braxton Sr. Myrtis transitioned from this life 
on Sunday, April 24, 2022.

At an early age, Myrtis was baptized as a 
member of Macedonia Baptist Church, Black-
ville, South Carolina. In later years, Myrtis 

joined the Frost Branch Baptist Church, Elko, South Carolina. Myrtis 
was educated in the Macedonia School System of Blackville, South 
Carolina.  

She was joined in holy matrimony to Richard Boatwright in 1983.
As a child, Myrtis enjoyed spending time with her older siblings 

and learning to cook from her grandmother. As she got 
older, Myrtis continued with her love of cooking and be-
gan to braid hair. Although Myrtis had her life struggles, 
she enjoyed attending church, and maintained a personal 

relationship with the Lord.
She was preceded in death by her son, Anthony Boat-

wright, two brothers and two sisters.
Myrtis leaves to cherish her loving memories: hus-

band – Richard Boatwright of Blackville, S.C.; four 
sons – Timothy Williams Sr. of Blackville, S.C., Richard 
Williams of Williston, S.C., Elliott Williams of Blackville, 
S.C. and Davon Lynn of Brooklyn, N.Y.; three daugh-
ters – Beatrice Williams of Blythewood, S.C., Aundrea 
Wallace of Orlando, Fla. and Mary James of Williston, 
S.C.; seven grandchildren and one great-grandchild; two 
brothers – James Williams (Edna) of Jacksonville, Fla. 

and Spencer Braxton Jr. (Eartha) of Blackville, S.C.; two sisters – 
Addie Felder of Williston, S.C. and Onnie Braxton of Blackville, 
S.C.; goddaughter – Carolyn Ferguson of Williston, S.C.; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Guinyard and Sons Funeral Home of Barnwell was in charge 
of arrangements.

.
The People-Sentinel 5/04/22

Myrtis Louis Boatwright

Obituaries

For Barnwell native 
Will Browning, the re-
location of him and his 
family to Los Angeles, 
Calif., is more than just a 
move — it is like moving 
to another country.

Browning grew up 
working on the family 
farm, moved to States-
boro, Ga., to attend Geor-
gia Southern University, 
and met his future wife, 
Tarah, from Miami, Fla. 
They were married in 
October 1999 and began 
an adventure that has 
led them to what he calls 
“one of the world’s most 
influential cities.”

He is the chief church-
planting strategist for Los 
Angeles and serves as 
a Send City Missionary 
for the North Ameri-
can Mission Board. After 
planting Journey Church 
in Ladson (Charleston 
area), he saw the church 
grow over the next 13 
years and 10 months into 
a church-planting church 
with a weekly attendance 
approaching 1,000. Thus 
far,  Journey Church 
has planted nine other 
churches and trained 
many church planters 
through its church-plant-
ing center and residency 
program.

W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g 
Northpoint Community 
Church in Alpharetta, 
Ga., Browning says the 
Lord impressed on his 
heart a message: “I want 
you to spend the rest 
of your life seeing your 
generation come to wor-
ship Me.”

One of his guiding 
principles has been “at-
tempting something so 
great with my life that 
it is doomed for failure 
unless God is in it!”

Recently, NAMB Presi-
dent Kevin Ezell spoke 
at Taylors First Baptist 
Church’s Reach Day. Us-
ing the church at Antioch 
in the Book of Acts as 
an example of living on 
mission, he said, “They 
sent them away. As you 
go, we go. As Will goes, 
you go. The church at 
Antioch sent its best, and 
South Carolina is sending 
its best.

“God often calls us 
to do things greater 
than our ability to ac-
complish them,” Ezell 
added. “Will, you must 
be completely obedient, 
completely dependent, 
and completely flexible 
as you go. There will 
be challenges from the 
outside and the inside, 
but you must stay faith-
ful and focused to the 
finish.”

As he spoke to the 
church, Browning said, 
“NAMB is the leading 
church-planting mission 
in North America. I think 
it is the most powerful 
church-planting organi-
zation on the planet!”

He referenced a state-
ment from church growth 
specialist Peter Wagner 
that stated, “The single 
greatest tool we have 
for evangelism is church 
planting.”

Los Angeles, which 
means “City of Angels,” 
has a population of 3.8 
million and is larger than 
21 states. Greater Los 

Angeles, in the Send City 
context, has a population 
of nearly 20 million. The 
region consists of 100 
cities among 400 diverse 
people groups. There is 
one Southern Baptist for 
every 17,570 people. The 
estimated evangelical 
presence is 8.3 percent of 
the population.

South Carolina Bap-
tist Convention Execu-
tive Director-Treasurer 
Gary Hollingsworth led 
the church in prayer. He 
said to the congregation, 
sitting in the massive 
auditorium, “What we 
have today is a powerful 
portrait of partnership.”

Taylors First has signed 
on as a lead partner for 

the church-planting min-
istry in Los Angeles. Pas-
tor Josh Powell stated 
that the church is in-
volved also with church-
planting efforts in Boston 
and Salt Lake City.

Los Angeles requires a 
unique focus for church 
planting that focuses on 
universities, inner cit-
ies, beach cities, people 
groups, and Hollywood. 
Browning’s job as a strat-
egist for the region will 
be to recruit and train 
church planters. “We 
need friends in South 
Carolina who are willing 
to hold the rope for us. 
Our church planters are 
missionaries,” he said.

The ministry journey 

from rural Barnwell to 
metropolitan Los Ange-
les is a stark contrast in 
both size and culture. 
Browning is suited for 
the challenge, having 
devoted his life to church 
planting. He received 
his M.Div. degree in 
Evangelism and Church 
Growth with an empha-
sis in Church Planting 
from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
and his D.Min. degree 
in Great Commission 
Studies from Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Using that 
educational foundation, 
he spent nearly 14 years 
planting a church that 
focused on planting other 

churches.
Taylors First is one of 

the chief supporters of 
Browning’s work in L.A. 
Their support will in-
clude prayer, training, 
giving, and going peri-
odically to the area to 
assist in the work.

Browning and his wife 
have a daughter in nurs-
ing school, a son in the 
Marine Corps, and a son 
in high school.

Editor’s Note: This ar-
ticle originally appeared 
in The Baptist Courier 
and is reprinted with 
permission.

NAMB President Kevin Ezell (left) and Taylors First Baptist Church pastor John Powell (right) with Send City Mission-
ary Will Browning.

Rudy Gray

Baptist Courier

From Barnwell to Los Angeles
BROWNING: 
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Standards Link: Literacy: Differentiate between fact and opinion.

Standards Link: Understand 
newspaper format.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for the 

names of the following:

Journalism 
Careers

publisher
editor
managing editor
editorial page editor
an opinion columnist
a reporter 

There are many difficult and confusing things going on in the world. Sometimes it is hard to know what to think. 
One tip is to look for the FACTS. (Example: The house is red is a fact. The house is beautiful is an opinion.)

Facts Help People Understand the World

World Press Freedom Day
Write an article about something you did or saw recently. 

Include at least three FACTS. Remember to include 
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN and WHY, too.

Replace the missing words.

FACTS are pieces of information based upon things that 
can be measured, proven or seen by anyone.

OPINIONS describe how someone feels about a thing 
or event. Opinions can vary from person to person.

Circle the FACTS in GREEN. Circle the OPINIONS in RED.

Tomás is a fast reader.

Tomás can read 
100 words in 
30 seconds.

The apple weighs 5 
ounces.

The apple tastes 
good.

Trees are prettier in the 
summer than in 

the fall.

Trees need water and 
sunlight to grow.

The movie was filmed on 
location in Canada.

The funniest scenes 
you’ll ever see are in 

this movie.

WRITE THE HEADLINE:

Write the article here (or use a 
separate sheet of paper):

Draw a map showing where the 
event happened:

By: 

your name

May 3rd is World Press Freedom Day. People around the world will 
celebrate the importance of a 
free press to a democracy.

Freedom of the press gives 
________________ the 
right to __________ the truth 
with a promise that they will 
not be punished for doing their 
job by the government. 

Freedom of the press also means 
that people have the _________ 
to express their opinions or 
beliefs in publications.

In certain countries, that is not 
the case.

Sadly, some governments 
________ what newspapers 
and other media can say. 
Newspapers are not _______ 
to write about many events. 

Journalists around the world 
take great ______ to get facts 
and important news and 
information to all people. Far 
too many have died doing this.

Where the Press 
Isn’t Free

World Press Freedom 
Day is a day to think 
about the importance 
of a free press and to 
remember those who 

have fought and 
sacrificed for the 
press to be free.

A Day to Reflect 
and Remember

Can you find at least 5 differences 
between these two pictures?

Good article! People need to read this 
because

I disagree! This should not be in the 
newspaper because

NEWS OR NOT? Look through the newspaper for articles that a government might want taken out. Cross them out. What’s 
left? These two people are talking about one of the articles you crossed out. Write what you think these people are saying.
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Money
Problem

Write out a word problem 
involving money. Remember 

to include your answer.

The noun democracy means 
a system of government 

typically elected by a 
majority of the people.

DEMOCRACY

Try to use the word 
democracy in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

In a democracy, 
it’s important for the people 

to vote in every election.

This week’s word:

Facts can be checked with 
research, and these days a lot 
of people use the internet for 
their research. Unfortunately, 

not all information on the 
internet is true and accurate. 

Here are some tips to help you 
do research on the internet 

more carefully.

The News Literacy Project 
provides a list of 10 questions 
to help people do research on 

the internet. Below are three of 
those questions. To see all 10, 
go to the source link below.

Source: newslit.org

Is it strong? Are you angry? 
Are you intensely hoping that 
the information turns out to be 
true? False?

Gauge your emotional 
reaction:

a.

b.

Does it use excessive punctuation 
(!!!) or ALL CAPS for emphasis?

Does it make a claim about 
containing a secret or telling you 
something that “the media” 
doesn’t want you to know?

Consider the headline or 
main message:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Is it a well-known source?

Is there a byline (an author’s 
name) attached to this piece?

Go to the website’s “About” 
section: Does the site describe 
itself as a “fantasy news” or 
“satirical news” site?

Does the person or organization 
that produced the information 
have any editorial standards?

Does the “contact us” section 
include an email address that 
matches the domain (not a 
Gmail or Yahoo email address)?

Does a quick search for the 
name of the website raise any 
suspicions?

Consider the source of 
the information:

Standards Link: Write in a variety of formats.

Letter to the Editor
Look for newspaper articles that give 
information that you think is important for your 
community. Write a letter to the editor thanking 
them for that information. Let them know that 
you appreciate their freedom to report this. ANSWER: Tea shirts!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Freedom of the Press
The Founding Fathers of the United States believed so strongly 
in the importance of a free press, that they protected that right in 

the First Amendment of the Constitution. There were 10 
Amendments, or additions, added to the Constitution in 1791.

To find out how many Amendments have been added since 
1791, color the spaces with two dots red.

Course offerings:
� GED Preparation 
� High School Diploma
� WorkKeys Testing
� Math Skills Upgrade 
� Reading Skills Upgrade 
� GED Boot Camps

Barnwell Offi ce:
10370 Ellenton St., Barnwell

(803) 541-6021
www.bbaed.org
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Education

How many          ?

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter

for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Look at pictures of food
and objects in the

newspaper. Have your
child point to things
he/she likes and say,

“Yummy!” Point to things
he/she does not like
and say, “Yucky!”

Reinforce that the words
start with the letter Y.

 With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
 that start with the same

sound as the letter Y
in the word yellow.

Point to the number
10 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Wad up a sheet of
newspaper and cover it in
masking tape to make a
little ball. Toss the ball to
your child saying a word
that starts with the letter
Y. Have your child toss
the ball back when he/she
thinks of another word

that starts with Y.

Y-TossYucky and YummyMy YellowMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

Y is for Yellow

y is for yellow
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter Y. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

With your child, find the
letters that spell the word
yellow on one page of the
newspaper. Circle each

letter with a yellow crayon
or marker. Connect the

circled letters like a dot-
to-dot picture and color it

in with your yellow
crayon or marker.

Yellow Dot-to-Dot
On one sheet of

newspaper draw a big
yellow sun. With your
child, hunt for all the

letter Ys inside
your sun.

Sunshine News
Look through the

newspaper for pictures
of things that are yellow.
Cut out all of the yellow
things and glue them onto
a piece of paper. Make

a book of colors by
repeating this activity

with other colors.

How many            ?

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the Y sound like the word
yellow?

A tisket, a tasket,
A green and yellow basket;
I wrote a letter to my love
and on the way I dropped it.

In each row, circle the yellow fruit that should come
next to continue the pattern.

yaks

yardsticks

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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Though inclement 
weather postponed the 
9th Annual African-
American Heritage Pa-
rade on February 27, fes-
tivities were held March 
9 with a super line-up.  

The Grand Marshal 
was Williston School 
District 29 Superinten-
dent Dr. Marcella Shaw, 
accompanied by her hus-
band, Warren.  Brett Wil-
liams, mayor of Willis-
ton, accompanied by his 

wife, Katie, Councilman 
William Toney, House 
of Representative Lonnie 
Hosey, accompanied by 
his wife, Doris, Barnwell 
County Sheriff Steven 
W. Griffith, accompa-
nied by 1st Sergeant Eric 
Kirkland (community 
relations), and Barnwell 
County Councilmen Da-
vid Kenner and Freddie 
Houston were all partici-
pants of the parade. 

Various organiza-
tions, business, vendors, 
churches, and exhibits 
were part of this won-
derful running Williston:

- Organizations and 
businesses:  BCDP, 
GAAKE, Community 
Service Club, DIG, Big 7, 
Together Sisters, Mom-
ma Diane’s Kitchen, Sim-
mons Funeral Home of 
Williston, CDC, Black-
ville Music and Art, 
Shelly’s House of Styles, 
Jackie’s Unique Salon, 
and 3D Auto Sales, Ry-
an’s Texaco.

- Masonic Lodges:  
Brickyard #55 Blackville 
and Effingham #98 Aiken

- Vendors: Tacos don 
Ramon, Aapris Cre-
ations, Glassy and Sweet, 

Dorothy’s Delicious 
Wings & More

- Cars: Georgia-Car-
olina Classic Cars (an-
tiques, classics, old, and 
new cars)

- Arts and Crafts pro-
vided by: Nicole Wil-
liams, Diane Easley, Ella 
Reed, Rosalyn Ambs, 
Shelanda Brown, Tamika 
Holston, James Kelly and 
Amie Sanders

- Exhibits: WEHS 
Drumline, Junior Beta 
Club, Williston Rec-
reation, Williston Fire 
Department, Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office, 

AXIS 1 and Low Country 
Health Care

- Community Church-
es: Beulah United, St. Pe-
ter Baptist, Jordan Bap-
tist, Bushy Pond, Culbert 
Branch, and Ned Branch.

The event's committee 
thanks all who made this 
event possible and, more 
importantly, a success.  

"Hats off to everyone 
who played a part, no 
matter how big or small, 
we appreciate each and 
everyone of you. We can-
not wait to do it again 
next year, except bigger 
and better! See you all 

next year," said Ronnie 
Brown, Ferlecia Cuthb-
ertson, and Mattie Odom.

Parade honors African-American heritage

Contributed 
Williston District 29

The Williston-Elko Middle School Beta Club was one of the participants in the parade.A variety of vendors were set up at the vendor market.

One of the Black History 

pieces of artwork created 

by Williston students.

Some of the participants of the CommUNITY Day held at Williston-Elko Middle School on March 9. Photos Contributed
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Kevin 

McCubbins 
Colleton Museum 

History Award

Sarah Lyn 

Tuten
Allendale Study 

Club Psychology 

Award

 Barbara 

Hollingsworth 
Scotsman Business 

Administration 

Award 

Sarah Lyn 

Tuten
Colleton Medical 

Center Nursing 

Award

Zachery Wilson
Laffitte and Warren 

Biology Award

Gracie Mock 
Walterboro Police 

Dept Criminal 

Justice Award

Shauna 

Chassereau 
Charles “Buddy” 

Phillips Education 

Award

Jessica Reece 
G. H. Kearse 

English Award

Susan Fisk 
Michael Reno 

Memorial 

Computer Science 

Award

Zelia Ibarra
Female Athlete 

of the Year

 Ignacio 

Velasquez 

Jansen
Male Athlete 

of the Year

Megan Webb
OSP Student 

of the Year 

Jacob Horn
USC Salkehatchie 

Outstanding 

Student

Arizona 

Velazquez
Susan C. Williams 
Spirit of Nursing 

Award

USC Salkehatchie Proudly Recognizes the

Faculty Awards

Student Awards

Alaina Starta’sha Aldrich 

James Myles Allen* 
Joseph Allen Arnold** 

Miranda Avery 
Destinee Barney 
Ashley Bennett 
Abriana Berry* 

Robert Rushton Bowles** 
Abigail Nicole Branch* 

Joanna Bridge 
Owen Preston Bridge 

Se’Niya Brooks 
Amarie Brown 

Deja Brown 
Joseph Whittington Burn 
Gabriel Di Bene Casarotti 

Jose Cavazos 
Kharye Cayne 

Essence Champion 
Shauna Chassereau*** 

Elizabeth Lee Chewning* 

Adrienne Alexis Childs 
Caroline Grace Cook 

Laurel Crabtree 
Bobbi Michelle Crosby 
McKenzie Lane Crosby 

Niegel Christian Cunningham 
Nathanial Davenport 
Angel Deshante Davis 

Kyle Davis 
Lakeya Ta’na Davis 
Skylar Nicole Davis 

Treasure Davis 
Traci Lynne DeLancey* 
Kerry Hiers Deloach* 

Charity Dennis 
ShaQuetta Aneekay Edwards 

Mackenzie Lynn Ferguson** 

Kenya Figueroa** 
Kristina E. Fisk** 

Susan Fisk*** 
Genesis Shakori Frazier 
Mellon Rochelle Frazier 

Tylor Frey 
Elijah Friend* 

William Samuel Frye*** 
Sindy Nohemi Benavidez Garcia 

Madison Marie Garren* 

Gracelynn Jane Gleaton* 
Cameron Michael Godbee** 
Adashia Kayle-Favor Goettee 

Ashley Goettee* 
James Vernon Goodwin 

Chrystal Deshawna Delaina Gordon 
Rodney Eugene Graham 

Daishenylle Grant 
Evan Grant 

Damitria Jocelyn Green 
Eric Green 

Jordan Guthrie 
Johnny Lee Harrison Jr.*

Lashala Amari Harvin 
Kerissa Hiers* 

Kelsey Hill 
Kaitlyn Mae Hodges*** 

Gannon J. Honea 
Jacob Horn 

Megan C. Huff* 

William Anderson Hutto III*
Jared John Imholz 

Ta’kalaya Cortaja Isaac-Mixon 
Alexa James 

Kelsey A. Kinard* 
Omari Kirkland 

Wesley Knapp* 
Brantlea Makenzi Kuglar 
Natalye Kinard Landon 

Ashlyn Carson LangdaleGLD. 

Robria Re’Nae Linder 

Randall Litmon 
Skyler Logsdon 

Madison Lee Long 

Michael Love 
Ian Cade Lowenthal* 

Jennifer Shaffer Madura 
Savannah Brooke McCloud** 

William McGuire 
Jalah Miller 

Gracie Mock* 
Jaelyn T. Montfort 

Justin Moore 
Shatyra O. Moree 

Bryson Murdaugh*** 
Danayzjha Shanell Newton* 

Benjamin Clark O’Brien 
Payton Storm Osborne* 

Joshua Palmer 
Donovan Myles Parker 

Elizabeth Penley 
Amariyan Persad** 

Alyssa Phillips* 
Amanda Riley Pollins* 

Chaness Monae Raysor** 

Lauren Reynolds** 
Cheyanne Simone Rice* 

Jackson Thomas Rice* 
Nicole Keila Robinson 
Hannah Louise Roch 

Juan C. Rodriguez 
Charles Routh** 

Josalyn Sanders** 

Kayla M. Saunders 
Parker Harrison Seabrook* 

Michaela Damara Sexton*** 

Janise Shaw 
Michael Singletary 

Jayda Singleton 
Derrick F. Sinkler 

Alasia Smart 
Benita James Smoak 

Kelly Stechschulte 
Alaysia Danielle Stephens 

Tracy Teems 
AnaBeth Thompson 

Heston James Earl Thompson 
Heather Abigail Thornton 

Yadira Truitt* 
Ahmad Tyriq Tucker 

Arizona Caitlyn Velazquez* 

Antwanique Re’najah Walley 
Olivia N. Wannall-Wilber 

Adriana Watson 
Taylor Weatherford 

Tamera Shakamie Wheeler 
Shakenya White 

Angela Michelle Williams 

Cierra Marquetta Williams 

Jamie Leigh WarrenWilliams 

Vontiece Valencia Williams 

Brianna Wilson
Brittney Wilson 

Bryan Jason Wilson Jr.
Zachery Wilson 

Iian Yahner 
Ryanne Yarborough 

Dr. Frances Burns
John J. Duffy 

Excellence in Teaching 

Award

Dr. Bryan Lai
Chris P. Plyler 

Excellence in Service 

Award

Dr. Sarah Miller
USC Salkehatchie 

Outstanding Professor

Dr. Justin Mogilski
2022 Breakthrough 

Star

Dr. David 

Dangerfield
RISE Grant Recipient

Dr. Melissa Rack
RISE Grant Recipient

***Summa Cum Laude **Magna Cum Laude *Cum Laude

 

GLD. Graduation with Leadership Distinction

Bold indicates bachelor’s degree

Kelly Shea
Dr. Shannon Pye 

Chemistry Award

Zachery Wilson
Palmetto State 

Bank Math Award

“Set goals high, allow yourself 
to dream and give yourself credit 
not only when you achieve them, 
but for getting close to a goal that 
was set with a high bar.”

  Dr. Harris Pastides
  Interim President
  University of South Carolina

Laffitte and Warren Walterboro Police 

Susan C. Williams 

John J. Duffy Dangerfield

Allendale | Walterboro

Laffitte and Warren Walterboro Police 

Susan C. Williams 

John J. Duffy Dangerfield

Allendale | Walterboro
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Marcus was an out-
standing college player 
for the North Carolina 
Tar Heels, but he grew up 
as a Barnwell Warhorse 
from South Carolina. On 
December 30, 2021, in 
Charlotte, N.C., Marcus 
and the Tar Heels played 
the University of South 
Carolina in Duke’s Mayo 
Bowl. Despite the Game-
cocks  f in ishing with 
the win, Marcus played 
an outstanding game 
for North Carolina and 
showed the NFL teams 
what he could do. Mar-
cus dominated the line 
of scrimmage for the NC 
run game. Giants.com’s 
Madelyn Burke referred 
to McKethan as a “people 
mover in the run game.” 
Marcus was also solid for 
the Tar Heels in the pass-
ing game. 

After showing what 
he could do on the field, 
Marcus showed scouts 
and coaches more at the 
NFL combine recording 
an impressive 27 reps at 
225 on the bench press. 
That means he bench 
pressed 225 pounds 27 
times without stopping. 
At 6 feet 6 inches tall and 
340 pounds, McKethan 
still moves well, especially 
pulling or getting to the 
next level down field.

Marcus will be joining 
UNC teammate and fel-
low offensive lineman 
Joshua  Ezeudu wi th 
the Giants. Ezeudu was 
drafted in the third round 
by New York.  When 
asked about  playing 
again with Joshua, on the 
next level, Marcus said 
he is “excited to be back 
together again and doing 
great things. Just having 
somebody to talk to, and 
probably going through 
the same things, so just 
having someone else that 
you are already familiar 

with and already have 
years working together is 
likely to be a great help.”

M a r c u s  wa s  a s k e d 
about his strengths as an 
NFL offensive lineman, 
and he said “…being able 
to move people and being 
an anchor in pass protec-
tion.” When asked about 
the keys to his success, 
Marcus responded, “The 
big part is the weight 
room. Just hitting the 
weight room hard and 
developing.”

He was asked about 
what he wants the NY 
Giants to know about 
him and he stated, “I plan 
to work hard… and I’m 
looking forward to great 
things.”

While  at  Barnwel l , 
Marcus excelled on the 
football field, but he was 
also the State Champion 
in the discus for the Barn-
well track team. Marcus 
was a strong force in the 
middle for the Warhorse 
basketball  team, too. 

Marcus was a three-sport 
letterman and always 
knew the importance of 
making good grades, and 
was a good student and 
model citizen at Barn-
well High School. I was 
fortunate enough to both 
teach and coach Mar-
cus, and he represents 
what a student-athlete 
should be. Marcus is a 
hard worker, smart, and 
is a great young man. 

BHS Head Football 
Coach Dwayne Garrick 
said Marcus is “a great 
player that has worked 
hard and done things 
the right way. We are 
very proud of his ac-
complishments and wish 
him the best of luck in 
the NFL. His character is 
flawless and he is a great 
role model for young 
people. The Giants got a 
great player and an even 
better person. Congrats 
Marcus!” 

Former Barnwell Foot-
ball Coach Eddie Moore 

echoed Garrick’s com-
ments saying, “The thing 
that I remember most 
about Marcus was his 
high character, his work 
ethic, and his coachabil-
ity. He would always try 
to do exactly what we 
asked him to do.”

BHS Principal Frank-
lin McCormack referred 
to Marcus as a “model 
student-athlete”.  Mc-
Cormack went on to say 
“Marcus is a phenomenal 
athlete and has always 
had the size and skills 
to play in the NFL, but 
what sets him apart is 
his humble demeanor, 
his high achievement in 
honors-level classes, and 
his work ethic. I only 
wish him the best in his 
future, both on the foot-
ball field and in his life 
after football.” 

Marcus visited Barn-
well  High School  on 
Monday, May 2 after 
being drafted Saturday, 
April 30. He spoke to 
the football team, vis-
ited some classes, saw a 
few of his old teachers 
and administrators, and 
signed autographs. Mar-
cus took a few minutes 
to visit my classroom 
and even answered a 
few questions for this 
article. The young man 
knows how important his 
Barnwell days were in his 
development. He appre-
ciates what has happened 
to him so far and what is 
happening now. He is as 

humble and as likeable a 
person as you could want 
to meet. 

I asked Marcus about 
his BHS football days and 
what he remembers the 
most. “My favorite foot-
ball memory was beating 
Wade Hampton with a 
goal line stand at the 
end,” said McKethan. He 
was a full-time offensive 
lineman, but only a part-
time defensive lineman. 
He was in there when 
needed the most. 

When asked about any 
NFL player he is excited 

about meeting or playing 
against, Marcus quickly 
mentioned the Colts guard 

Quenton Nelson. Nelson 
is not flashy, but works 
hard and gets the job done, 
a lot like Marcus. 

I am, and will forever 
be, a Steelers fan, but 
now, I will have a new 
second favorite team, 
the NY Giants. I am sure 
former BHS Athletic Di-
rector, and a big Marcus 
fan, Dave Anastasia, is all 
smiles, now that Marcus 
is a NY Giant. 

Good luck, Marcus!

NFL: Barnwell native joining NY Giants after 2022 NFL Draft FROM PAGE 1A

FFRREEEE  
BOTTOMLESS  

BASKET OF  

CHIPS & SALSA 

 

Hours: 
Sun. - Wed.  

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.  
Thurs. - Sat.  

11 a.m. –10 p.m.  

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo 
with our fresh margaritas  

and mouthwatering  
Mexican cuisine. 

CCIINNCCOO  DDEE  MMAAYYOO    

FFLLAAVVOORR  FFIIEESSTTAA  

$2 16 oz. Bud Light 
$795 Pick 2 Combo 

$6 Nachos Supreme 
$2 House Tequila 

$10 Pollo Con Queso 

320 Reynolds Rd,  
Barnwell, SC 

803-541-1264 

$5 

 

 

16 oz.  

LIME 

MARGARITAS 

Barnwell Warhorse, UNC Tar Heel, and now NY Giant Marcus McKethan is ready for 

competition. Photo Courtesy: The Associated Press

4761 West Street,  
Williston, SC 

Sunday, May 8th ⬧⬧ 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Come enjoy a FREE Dinner  

at  
Jerome’s Furniture & More 

Heading to NY and the NFL, but never forgetting where it 
all began. Marcus McKethan visits Barnwell High School 
and Coach Dwayne Garrick. Photo By: Crissie Stapleton

Marcus McKethan during NFL Combine drills.
Photo By: Darren Cummings / AP

The other day, I had a 
conversation with some-
one about Young Adult 
(YA) books. She said she 
read them, and I men-
tioned to her that I used to 
love YA. Used to. 

Nowadays, I hate most 
YA literature, which can 
be considered odd for 
someone who educates 
teenagers. But, as they say, 
there is reason behind the 
madness. There were two 
main things that made me 
stop having such ardency 
for YA literature. 

I have discussed my love 
for YA literature in past 
articles. Growing up, I de-
voured Eragon, Harry Pot-

ter, Percy Jackson, and many 
other titles. I loved the work 
of John Green and Jerry Spi-
nelli. Ninety-five percent of 
what I read was meant for 
teenagers, and I loved the 
genre so much that I knew 
that the only thing I wanted 
to write was YA.

This followed me into 
college as an English ma-
jor. YA was the best genre, 
and no one could tell me 
otherwise. In my creative 
writing circles, my stories 
would focus on teenagers 
and their dilemmas, and 
I felt like everyone else’s 
stories needed to do the 
same. I even went so far as 
to tell a fellow student that 
the story that he shared 
with our writing group 
wasn’t “YA enough” (the 
story had nothing to do 

with teens).           
Sigh. How I cringe at 

my arrogant and ignorant 
freshman self.

However, something 
changed. As college con-
tinued, I was required to 
read a lot of books that 
were not YA. Jane Austen, 
Hemingway, Shakespeare, 
Old English literature. A 
cacophony of books that 
I really had no interest in 
reading. But slowly I dis-
covered that I enjoyed a lot 
of these books. My tastes 
began to veer away from 
the YA genre that I had 
loved so much in my teen 
years to broader horizons. 
This was the first catalyst 
of my eventual distaste for 
YA lit. 

The second catalyst 
came along with the publi-

cation of newer YA books. 
Most YA books published 
after 2010 seemed to lack 
a certain luster (and they 
still do). I began to real-
ize how more and more 
saturated with tropes the 
genre was. Strong female 
protagonists, a Byronic 
Hero as a love interest, 
the “Chosen One” proph-
ecy, and sex. This last one 
started to irk me a lot. I 
was an adult now, and I 
was looking at these books 
and realizing that a lot of 
teenagers were now read-
ing titillating garbage. 
There were also large 
amounts of grotesque vio-
lence in some of the books 
I picked up, violence I 
felt that shouldn’t have 
been marketed towards a 
teen audience. Finally, the 

books were also riddled 
with very poor writing 
and prose. YA started to 
die for me.            

I am by no means belit-
tling anyone for enjoying 
the genre; on the contrary, 
I think YA is still a very 
valid type of literature 
that conveys things that 
other genres can’t. It’s just 
harder for me to appreci-
ate YA books. It would 
be helpful to realize that 
everything written here 
is just my opinion. After 
all, art is subjective, as are 
my feelings and thoughts 
about it.            

Occasionally, I do pick 
up a YA book that I find 
interest in, no matter what 
year it was published. 
Some of my feelings may 
stem from the fact that I just 

grew older, and like a child 
moving on from Dr. Seuss 
and Winnie the Pooh, I 
found my literary long-
ings satisfied elsewhere. 
But who knows, perhaps 
in the next few years, my 
tastes will change again. 

Till next time, happy 
reading, and happy writing. 

Want to connect with Da-
vid? Email him at dbcord-
erwriter@gmail.com or sub-
scribe to his YouTube Channel, 
Corder’s Creative Corner. 

Corder's Book Corner: Musings of a former YA addict
David B. Corder

Contributing Writer
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MMaayy  55tthh--77tthh  OOnnllyy  
Fresh  

Tamalles/Elotes/Tacos 
 

8273 Marlboro Ave., Barnwell 

803-571-2800 
 

Hours: 
Tues. – Sat. 11 a.m. 9 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m.—7 p.m. 

Join local non-profits,  
mental & behavioral 
health agencies, physical 
health agencies and  
much more! 
 

Aiken-Barnwell Mental Health Center @ Polly Best Center Presents ... 

916 Reynolds Road,  

Barnwell, SC 

FREE GIVEAWAYS FROM  

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

QQuuaalliittyy Legal 
 

Representation 
Our experienced team is here to     

fight for you and your family.  
• Criminal 
• Car Wrecks 
• Divorce 
• Wills and Probate Proceedings 
• Medical and other                                               

advance                                                               
directives 

• Child                                                                     
custody                                                                
and                                                                                    
visitation                                                              
disputes 

12923 Main Street, 
Williston, SC 29853 803-266-2290 

The ladies of the Relief 
Society of the Barnwell 
Branch of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in remembrance 
the 180th birthday of the 
world-wide organiza-
tion donated 19 hand-
crocheted baby blankets 
and unique infant wash-
able, stuffed animals 
for new mothers to the 
Family Partnership part 
of the Family Solutions 
program. 

Family Solutions, a non-
profit program that is 
under the South Carolina 
Office of Rural Health 
(SCORH), was launched 
in 1997 with funding from 
the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Ser-
vices, with a mission to 
reduce infant mortality 
rates. The program started 
in four counties – Allen-
dale, Bamberg, Hampton 
and Orangeburg and now 
also serves Barnwell and 
Calhoun. Family Solu-
tions takes a comprehen-
sive approach to improv-
ing the quality of life for 
program participants by 
addressing the challenges 
they face. Twenty-seven 
percent of state residents 
live in rural areas that 
often encounter medical, 
food source, education 
and employment dispari-
ties. 

“We always want moth-
ers to have soft, beauti-
ful things for their new 
babies. These hand-cro-
queted baby blankets are 

truly legacy gifts,” stated 
Barnwell Relief Society 
President Judy Martin. 
“And we appreciate the 
work these professionals 
do with childbirth, post-

partum, breastfeeding, 
newborn care, and moth-
er-infant bonding classes. 
Additionally, they help 
with introduction to safe 
sleeping arrangements 

for babies and car seats, 
smoking cessation, home 
visits and case manage-
ment up to two years after 
birth.” Martin added, “We 
are pleased SCORH takes 
a holistic approach to the 
needs of area families to 
include not only health 
providers but also com-
munity, faith and civic 
leaders, because I encoun-
ter young mothers with 
these kinds of needs and 
now have a resource for 
referrals.”   

Speaking recently to 
the 7.5 million world-wide 
members of the women’s’ 
group, Jean B. Bingham, 
General Relief Society 
President, stated, “When 
we work together, we have 
the potential and power 
to really make changes in 
lives, heart by heart, when 

we help one another.” 
Selena Perry of Barn-

wel l ,  who works for 
SCORH-Family Solutions 
and received the gif t 
for new parents, stated, 
“Family Solutions has no 
midwives, but specialized 
staff can attend births at 
area hospitals and coach. 
We also offer education re-
entry and job counseling, 
and father classes. And we 
are planning to add com-
munity Doula services in 
the near future. 

The SCORH Family So-
lutions offices are located 
at 1031 Middleton Street in 
Orangeburg. You can call 
803-531-8008 to a make 
a self-referral. THERE IS 
NO INCOME LIMITA-
TIONS AND NO COST 
FOR ANY FAMILY SOLU-
TIONS SERVICES.

Linda Farron Knapp
Contributed

Baby blankets bless new mothers

nial of the Year award.
“I believe before we 

leave this earth, we should 
have our name on some-
thing showing that we 
have done our due dili-
gence and help someone 
along the way,” Lee said.

Now he’s ready to serve 
his hometown as mayor so 
he can continue to work to 
improve Blackville. 

“I am running for mayor 
because I want to help im-
prove and grow the Town 
of Blackville. I feel that 
I am the most qualified 
candidate because I grew 
up there and my roots are 

there. I also can very well 
relate to your average 
everyday people to solve 
common everyday issues. 
I just really care about my 
hometown from the heart 
and always desired to one 
day be in a direct position 
of this capacity to help it 
grow,” said Lee.

Some of the issues he 
feels need to be focused 
on are citizen engagement, 
infrastructure, depart-
mental heads and staff ac-
countability/appreciation, 
and economic growth. He 
also wants more oppor-
tunities and activities for 

residents. 
As mayor, I will im-

prove the quality of life for 
all citizens; by not leaving 
anyone behind, address-
ing serious problems and 
have a community where 
everyone can be involved. 
My goal is to help fos-
ter authentic collabora-
tions between churches, 
schools, businesses, and 
local government entities 
to ensure that our children 
and grandchildren inherit 
a better town,” he said. 

If elected, he would 
continue working with 
the Barnwell County Eco-

nomic Development Com-
mission, town council, and 
stakeholders to bring jobs 
and economic growth. He 
also wants to work with 
council and citizens to 
implement the following 
programs/events: job fairs, 
Big Brother & Sister Men-
toring Program, commu-
nity trash pick-up, com-
munity family fun day, 
postal invites to meetings, 
senior citizen breakfast, 
social evenings down-
town, and career prep talk 
program for youth.

“I love the fact of living 
here simply because it’s so 

close knit and everybody 
knows somebody. I also 
strongly feel that the town 
has a lot of potential to 
really boom in many dif-
ferent aspects,” Lee said. 

For the past eight years, 
he’s been employed as a 
lead operations technician 
with Bridgestone Ameri-
cas, but also owns Shine 
Time Carwash & Detailing 
in Barnwell. He previously 
owned Lee’s Soul Food & 
Catering and All Purpose 
Pressure Washing.

He’s the son of the 
late Harry & Ruth (Mae) 
Mayes, and Bernice Lee, 
all of Blackville. He was 
raised in Blackville with 
his nine siblings.

Ronnie Pernell
Ronnie Pernell is ready 

to help his hometown after 
recently moving home. 

He’s dedicated his life 
to service, including eight 
years of active and reserve 
military service that in-
cluded Desert Storm tour. 
After ending his military 
career as a captain, he 
served as a police officer 
for the City of Aiken and 
later provided 31 years 
of governmental service 
supporting the mission 
of the U.S. Department 
of Energy at the Savan-
nah River Site. He re-
tired after holding various 
management capacities 
from first-line supervisor, 
maintenance manager 
and finally as area opera-
tions manager.

“I recently retired, and 
my goal has always been 
to move back to Blackville 
and serve in our commu-
nity. I have lived a life of 
service and it would be 
an honor and my plea-
sure to serve the people of 
Blackville while employ-
ing my years of leadership 
and business experience 
and approachable people 
skills, while exemplifying 
true Christian principles,” 
said Pernell. 

If elected, his goals are 
to continue to instill a 
strong police presence in 
the community by work-
ing closely with the new 
police chief; improve in-
frastructure for residents 
as well as attract new 
businesses; establish and 
maintain healthy capital 
and operating budgets; 
proactively communicate 
to increase accessibility 
and transparency; as well 
as provide stimulating 
and educational activities 
for youth. 

“My personal goal is 
to build new affordable 
houses for families which 
will also enhance the 
growth of Blackville,” said 
Pernell, who also owned 
and operated Pernell Con-
struction, LLC for over 
20 years where he built 
custom residential homes 
for numerous families 
in the Central Savannah 
River Area.

With the help of others, 
Pernell was instrumental 
in resurrecting the Black-
ville-Hilda High School 
Booster Club of which he 
serves as president. He 
also serves on the Board 
for the Blackville Recre-
ation Department. 

“After the recent res-
ignation of our previous 
mayor, I saw this as a 
great opportunity to con-
tinue to use my extensive 
years of leadership and 
business experience to 
build upon some of the 
great work our previous 
mayor and council have 
established while being of 
service for the Blackville 
community,” said Pernell, 
who also is minister of the 
Church of Christ in Beech 
Island. 

He and his wife, Rita 
Williams Pernell, who 
was his high school sweet-
heart, have one son, R. 
Jessie Pernell, and two 
grandchildren, Jari and 
Jaidyn.

Candidates: Two Blackville natives hope to be town's next mayor FROM PAGE 1A

Some of the hand-crocheted baby blankets and stuffed 
animals that were donated to local mothers.
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Local tennis players selected 
for State Singles Tournament

B
arnwell High School’s 
number one player 
Amolik Sinha along 

wit h Wi l l i ston-Elko High 
School’s number one player 
Davion Bellinger and number 
two player Grant Taylor have 
been selected to participate 
in the South Carolina Boys 
State Individual Tennis Tour-
nament. 

The State Individual Tour-
na ment  feat ures  t he best 
boys tennis players in the 
state. The best players from 
AAAAA and AAAA schools 
compete in one bracket, while 
the top players from A, AA, 
and AAA compete in another 
bracket.

Blue Devi l  Davion Bel l-
inger is a very competitive 
player who finds a way to 
get to balls that some others 
can’t. He has the ability to 
return most any shot. He has 
improved consistently over 
the last few years. Williston 
coach Bernard Walters said, 
“Davion has worked hard 
and set a goal to reach the 
State Singles Tournament and 
would love to lead his team to 
a State Championship.”

Warhorse Amolik Sinha is 
just a freshman, but already 
has the best forehand in the 
area.  Barnwel l  Coach Jef f 

Williston’s Davion Bellinger, Barnwell’s Amolik Sinha, and Williston’s Grant Taylor are selected to play in the State Boys Individual 

Tennis Tournament in Florence next week.

Contributed

Sports Writer

Photo By: Jeff Miller

JDA softball team off to running start
Jefferson Davis Academy soft-

ball team has started off the 2022 
season with a 6-3 overall record 
and 5-2 region record. 

JDA opened their season at 
home against non-region op-
ponent Calhoun Academy with 
a 6-1 loss. Natalie Creech and 
Emma Craig both went 1-3 at 
the plate for the raiders. Chey-
anne Sands had three defensive 
putouts and provided a walk. 
Sophomore pitcher Reagan Still 
pitched seven innings while 
only allowing one earned run 
and striking out nine Cavaliers.

 JDA opened region play at 
home against St. John’s Christian 
Academy. Kaylee Livingston and 
Gylian Googe went 1-1 with one 
RBI and two walks, Reagan Still 
was 2-3 with three RBIs, Natalie 
Creech went 2-2 with three RBI’s, 
and Alyssa Phillips was 2-2 with 
two RBIs. JDA took the win 15-0.  

On March 14, the Raiders beat 
Patrick Henry 4-0. Reagan Still 
went 1-4 with two RBIs, Ansley 
Grace Still went 2-4 with one RBI, 
Cate Polston went 1-2, Mary Fo-
gle and Natalie Creech went 1-4, 
Alyssa Phillips was 3-4 with one 
RBI, and Emma Craig was 1-2 on 
the night. Senior Alyssa Phillips 
pitched six innings striking out 
five allowing zero runs. Reagan 
Still picked up the save. 

The Raiders traveled to AJA 
on March 15 to pick up an 11-4 
victory over the Warriors. Kay-
lee Livingston went 1-4 with 
a double, one walk and three 
RBI’s, Reagan Still was 1-4 with a 
walk and two RBIs, Cate Polston 
went 2-3 with two RBIs, Gylian 
Googe went 2-4, Natalie Creech 
was 3-4 with an RBI and Alyssa 
Phillips went 2-4. Ansley Grace 
Still provided three base on balls 
in the game. 

JDA traveled to Holly Hill 
Academy and won 18-8 scoring 
11 runs alone in the fifth inning. 
Kaylee Livingston went 1-2 with 
two walks and four RBIs, Reagan 
Still was 1-3 with one RBI, Cate 

Miller said, “Amolik has sev-
eral small areas to work on, 
but can go baseline to base-
line with anyone. His serve 
is getting better, and when it 
is on, it is very strong. I look 
forward to seeing just how 

good Amol ik ca n become 
over the next few years.” 

Wi l l s to n’s  nu mb er  t wo 
player, Grant Taylor, is a very 
solid, steady player who likes 
to wear down an opponent. 
Coach Walters said, “Grant 

has a steady stroke and has 
endurance to run the long 
race. Both seniors wil l  be 
missed.”

The tournament takes place 
each year after the team cham-
pionships are concluded. This 

year’s individual tournament 
will take place Monday, May 
9th and Tuesday, May 10th 
in Florence at the Dr. Eddie 
Floyd Florence Tennis Center. 

Good luck to Davion, Amo-
lik, and Grant!

Brittany Livingston
Contributed

The Jefferson Davis Academy softball team is off to a great start and hopes to continue to improve its game. Contributed Photos

Polston and Mary Fogle were 
1-4 with an RBI each, Madie 
Prichard went 2-4 with two RBI’s, 
Natalie Creech was 2-2 with two 
RBIs, Alyssa Phillips went 3-4, 
and Ashley McClary was 1-2 
with one RBI. Ansley Grace Still 
made a showstopping catch in 
right field; however, when she 
slammed into the fence mak-
ing the play the ball went over 
and the batter was awarded the 
homerun. It was an awesome 
attempt!

The Raiders played another 
non-region opponent in Willis-
ton-Elko and was able to come 
away with a 6-2 victory. JDA took 
their first region loss of the sea-
son against Dorchester Academy 
4-3. Kaylee Livingston and Nata-
lie Creech both went 1-3 with 
an RBI and double each, Gylian 
Googe was 1-3, and Alyssa Phil-
lips went 1-2 with 3 runs scored 
and a double. The Raiders had 
three errors on the night that 
helped contribute to the loss.

JDA bounced back the follow-
ing week with a 17-1 victory over 
Patrick Henry. Reagan Still went 
2-2 with an RBI, Natalie Creech 
was 1-4, Alyssa Phillips was 2-3 
with an RBI, and Emma Craig 

was 1-2 with two RBIs. Kaylee 
Livingston, Reagan Still, Mary 
Fogle, Gylian Googe, Madie 
Prichard, Megan Williams, Nata-
lie Creech, and Emma Craig 
were all hit by pitches on the 
night. The Raiders also added 14 
stolen bases as a team.  

JDA continued region play 
after spring break against AJA. 
The Warriors took down the 
raiders 17-8. Costly errors and 
silenced bats contributed to the 
Raider loss. 

Seniors Alyssa Phillips and 
Natalie Creech are providing 
big at bats this season with a 
0.591 and 0.500 batting average, 
respectively. Reagan Still and 
Kaylee Livingston have provided 
19 of the team’s total 51 RBI’s.  
On the mound, Reagan Still has 
pitched 30 innings only walking 
three batters and striking out 41. 
She has a 1.6 ERA. 

JDA will continue play against 
Calhoun Academy and St. John’s 
Christian Academy. If the JDA 
offense can come alive in the 
second half of the season and the 
defense can cut down on errors, 
the Lady Raiders should make a 
good run in the playoffs. 

Good luck JDA Lady Raiders. Gylian Googe prepares to go to bat for the Lady Raiders.
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Barnwell boys soccer ready for playoffs

The Barnwell boys soc-
cer team goes on the road 
for the first round of the 
Boys AA State Playoffs. 
The Warhorses will face 
Greenville Tech Charter 
High School in Greenville.

Coach William Barnes 
noted that “Although the 
season has not always gone 
the way we planned, we 
have met two of our three 
goals for the season. The 
two goals we met were 
to compete in the region 
and make the playoffs. We 
finished tied for second 
with Wade Hampton. We 
were one win away from 
tying for first or winning 
the region championship 
outright. We made the play-
offs and have a great op-
portunity to get a playoff 
win, too. I know that we 

are playing on the road and 
usually the better team is 
hosting, but we have a great 
shot at getting Barnwell’s 
first playoff win in a while. 
We have to come ready and 
be focused. Honestly, we 
play better on the road than 
we do at home. Our third 
goal is still attainable. It is 
to have a winning season. 
We are currently 4-6-1 and 
I understand that we would 
have to make a playoff run, 
but that goal is still out 
there.”

Barnwell has played 
competitively through-
out the season. Most of 
Barnwell’s games have 
been decided by one goal, 
win or loss. Last week, 
Barnwell lost to Batesburg-
Leesville 3-2.

Charlie Zorn and Lane 
Evans scored for the Hors-
es.  

“We could tell our guys 
were frustrated at half- Coach Barnes and the Warhorse boys soccer team is ready for the playoffs.

Jeff Miller
Sports Writer

Photos By: Tabitha Zorn

BHS girls 
soccer 
team 
opens 

playoffs 
May 3

The Barnwell Girls Soccer 

Team opens playoffs 

Tuesday May 3rd on the 

road going to Hartsville 

to play The Governor’s 

School

Photo By: Tabitha Zorn

Williston tennis team wins region

T he Wi l l i s ton-El ko 
High School tennis team 
are region champs. 

“With a 7-7 season, I 
look at it with balance. 
The team has worked 
ha rd a nd c ha l lenged 

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p l a y 
teams outside our area 
w it h  t he  add it ion  of 
Hannah-Pamplico and 
Chapin to our sched-
ule. We find ourselves 
realizing Williston-Elko 
can compete with any 
school,” said Coach Ber-
nard Walters. 

Games are competitive, 
which is why it’s impor-

tant to be disciplined in 
shot making and con-
sistency. Coach Walters 
said Davion, Grant, and 
Curtis lead by example.

Though he’s proud of 
his team for winning the 
region, Coach Walters 
said it is a secondary 
goal. “W-E keep the state 
championship in front 
because all things are 

possible to those who 
believe,” he said, citing 
Mark 9:23. 

He sa id  t he  tea m’s 
strength is taking the 
young ones and putting 
them in positions to win 
by encouragement and 
working on strokes on 
their own time. 

“It  is easy to coach 
when students buy in 

and add their own twist 
or nuance to the tennis 
because it is a beautiful 
work of art and science,” 
he said. 

The team looks for-
ward to challenging St. 
Joseph s Hig h Sc hool 
again and, if God allows, 
the next opponent, then 
on to the state champi-
onship. 

time, and they should’ve 
been. We were very much 
in that game. We played 
better in the second half, 
but the lead was too much 
for us to overcome,” said 
Coach Barne. 

After the game, Coach 
Barnes told the team about 
making the playoffs. “We 
told them they have a huge 
opportunity on Monday 
and that is to win a playoff 
game which I don’t know 
when the last time Barn-
well has won one, but I 
think it’s been a couple of 
years. None of the current 
players on this year’s team 
have ever won a playoff 
game.” 

The winner will travel 
to the #2 seed Philip Sim-
mons for the second round. 

Barnwell’s Marshall Warren (5) and Khotan Arce Carillo (14) look to shut down 

the opposition.
Barnwell’s Daven Hayward controls the ball for the 

Horses.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

WEHS baseball team wins region title
The 

Williston-

Elko High 

School 

baseball 

team won 

the region 

title after 

beating 

Ridge 

Spring-

Monetta on 

April 28 in 

Wagener. 

Full story 

will be 

published 

next week. 

Contributed Photo
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803.300.1234

We pick up TODAY!
((880033))  225599--77007755,,  EExxtt..  44  

Store Hours: 
Tues. thru Friday 10 a.m.– 6 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m-2 p.m. 
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2770 Hwy. 70,  
Barnwell, SC 29812 
southernbellesboutique21@yahoo.com 

Barnwell track and field competes at Pelion

The Barnwell High 
School track and 

field team travelled to 
Pelion on Wednesday, 
Ap r i l  27  f o r  a  hug e 
8 - t e a m  t r a c k  m e e t . 
Athletes represent ing 
O ra n g e b u r g-Wi l k i n -
son, Brookland-Cayce, 
Pelion, Calhoun Coun-
t y,  St rom Thurmond, 
Airport, PAC Panthers, 
and Barnwell competed 
in the event.

B a r n w e l l ’ s  Ty l e r 
S m it h  w a s  t h e  f i r s t 
place  f i n i sher  i n  t he 
boys h igh jump with 
an impressive jump of 
6 feet, 2 inches. Smith 
cleared a bar taller than 
h is ow n height.  De ja 

Jeff Miller
Contributing Writer

Barnwell’s Deja Dunbar leads in her 100-meter heat.

Photos By: Rokeem Williams / Barnwell High Barnwell’s Gage Dicks, Tyren Wallace, and Antonio Washington 

compete in the 400 meters.

D u n ba r  pl ac e d  f i f t h 
in the girls 100-meter 
dash. Zania Wil l iams 
wa s  s eve nt h  ove ra l l 
in the girls 200-meter 
dash. Shontavia “C.C.” 

Tyler placed fifth in the 
girls discus with a nice 
toss of 71 feet, 3 inches, 
but did even better fin-
ishing third in the girls 
shot-put with a throw of 

29 feet, 8 inches. Darien 
Milhouse placed sixth 
in the boys 1,600 me-
ters.

Barnwell head track 
c o ac h ,  Rok e e m  Wi l -

l ia m s  sa id,  “O vera l l 
this meet was a great 
meet to be a part of. Our 
kids competed hard all 
t he  way a rou nd.  It ’s 
been such a joy to watch 

all the athletes compete 
at this level and enjoy 
what they’re are doing.”

Good job Coach Wil-
liams and the Warhorse 
track and field team.

Barnwell baseball excited for playoffs

C
oach Will Gee 
and the Barn-
well Warhorse 

baseball team have won 
the Region V-AA Cham-
pionship for the last two 
years. The Warhorses 
are looking to get to that 
next level. 

That starts with the 
first round of the play-
offs. Barnwell hosts Lake 
Marion High School on 
Tuesday, May 3.

Barnwell is the #1 seed 
in this district. Coach 
Gee said, “We are in a 
bracket with Lake Mari-
on the #4 seed, Buford as 
the #3 seed, and Latta as 
the #2 seed. We believe 
we are better team than 
our record shows.” 

W he n a sked ab out 
the season up until this 
point, Coach Gee said, 
“We were able to achieve 
our first goal, which was 
to win the region. It ’s 
time to put that behind 
us and work towards 
our next goal, which is 
to win the district.”

Last week, the Horses 
lost to Aiken 9-5, but 
several players did shine 
for the Warhorses.

Loga n St u rk ie  a nd 
Cameron Aust in each 
had a hit and scored a 
run. Weston Sandifer and 
Hoyt Bailey both had two 
hits and each had an RBI. 
Clay Pender added three 
hits for the Horses. 

Good luck to the Barn-
well Warhorse baseball 
team in the playoffs!

Jeff Miller
Contributing Writer

AT RIGHT: Logan Sturkie 

had a hit and an RBI 

against Aiken.

The Warhorses begin district competition against Lake Marion in the playoffs. Photos By: Mindy Sandifer

Subscribe today!
Stay informed about your 
community by subscribing 

to the newspaper. 
Give our office a call at 

(803) 259-3501.
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AT LEFT: Kah’miyah Williams was 1-1, scored two runs, 
and had a BB, and a sacrifice against Branchville.

ABOVE: Karrie Bolen went 3/5, scored three runs, a 
sacrifice, and had two RBIs in two games against Wade 
Hampton last week.

AT RIGHT: Warhorse pitcher Jaidyn Devore struck out 
14 batters against Edisto and recorded three wins in 
three starts last week.

Barnwell softball wins four 

straight heading into playoffs

T
he Barnwell High 
School girls soft-
ball team is peak-

ing at the right time. 
The Warhorses enter 

the playoffs Wednesday, 
May 4 at home against 
Kingstree. Game time is 
still to be determined. 
The Horses won all four 
games they played last 
we ek ,  b eat i ng  Wade 
Hampton twice, Edisto, 
and Branchville.

The Barnwell offense 
exploded for 31 runs in 
the two games against 
the Wade Hampton Red 
Devils, beating the Red 
Devils 12-2 and then 19-6. 
Warhorse pitcher Jaidyn 
Devore got the win for 
both games. 

In game one, Abigail 
Corley scored two runs, 
had two stolen bases, a 
BB, and an HBP (hit by 
pitch). Madelynn Hutson 
scored two runs, and 
had two HBPs. Kendall 
O’Berry was 1-1 with 
a double. Karrie Bolen 
went 1-2, scored a run, 
had an RBI,  and had 
a sacrif ice. McKynzie 
Still was 1-1, scored two 
runs, had a stolen base, 
and a BB (base on balls 
“walk”). Jaidyn Devore 
went 1-2, had two RBIs, 
and scored a run. Tiera 
Arnold was 1-1,  with 
an RBI,  and scored a 
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McKynzie Still scored 8 runs, had 6 hits, stole 4 bases and was on base 13 times last week for the Horses.
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run. Makayla Creech was 
1-2, hit a HR, had three 
RBIs, and scored a run. 
Asia Green went 1-2, and 
scored a run.

In the second game 
against Hampton, the 
offense did even better. 

Kendall O’Berry was 1-2, 
scored three runs, had 
three RBIs, two BBs, three 
stolen bases. Karrie Bolen 
was 2-3, scored two runs, 
an RBI, and a BB. McKyn-
zie Still had two HBPs, a 
BB, scored four runs, had 

an RBI, and three sto-
len bases. Jaidyn Devore 
was 2-2, had a double, 
three RBIs, scored three 
runs, a BB, and a sacrifice. 
Madelynn Hutson was 
1-1, had a triple, scored 
a run, an RBI, a HBP, a 

stolen base, and a  sacri-
fice. Makayla Creech had 
three runs, two HBPs, a 
BB, and one stolen base. 
Asia Green scored two 
runs, two BBs, a sacrifice, 
an RBI, and two stolen 
bases. Kah’miyah Wil-

liams scored a run, and a 
HBP. Abigail Corley went 
1-2. Ella Blume was 1-2.

Against Edisto, Jaidyn 
Devore struck out 14 bat-
ters and got the win. The 
victory gives Barnwell 
the second place finish 
in Region V-AA and en-
sures a first round home 
playoff game. Offensive 
stars for the Warhors-
es were Abigail Corley, 
McKynzie Still, Makayla 
Creech, Asia Green, and 
Kah’miyah Williams.

In the game against 
Branchville, Tiera Arnold 
recorded the win, pitch-
ing seven innings. Of-
fensive stars for the game 
were Abiga i l  Corley, 
McKynzie Still, Jaidyn 
Devore, Madelynn Hut-
son, Asia Green, and 
Kah’miyah Williams 

“ D e s p i t e  b e i n g  a 
young team, we have 
come so far  a nd had 
many successes so far. 
Our goal is to work as 
a team and believe in 
each other to be success-
ful in the playoffs now. 
Our bats  are comi ng 
alive and our pitching 
has been outstanding 
this past week leading 
up to playoffs,” Coach 
Ashleigh Anderson said.

The Warhorses have 
great momentum head-
ing into the playoffs. 

Good luck to Coach 
Anderson and the Barn-
well Warhorse softball 
team!

Denmark Tech expands athletics offerings, adding 

men’s & women’s track/field and women’s volleyball 

Denmark Tech nica l 
College has announced 
that it will expand its ath-
letics programs for the 
2022-2023 school year to 
include men’s and wom-
en’s track and field and 
women’s volleyball.  

“Denmark Technical 
College has a rich his-
tory of athletics excel-
lence dating back to the 
1940’s,” said Dr. Willie 
L. Todd Jr., president and 
CEO. “I’m excited that 
we are able to expand 
our athletics offerings 
to help us appeal to a 
wider audience and con-
tinue to build a vibrant 
student-life experience 
on campus.”   

“Academics are the 

foundation of an institu-
tion, but athletics are the 
front porch. Adding new 
sports has many benefits 
including bolstering en-
rollment, increasing vis-
ibility, promoting school 
spirit and offering qual-
ity students who excel 
both on and off the field 
an avenue to continue in 
a sport they love,” added 
Andre Payne, athletics 
director.  

The addit ion of the 
sports will attract up to 
32 new students, poten-
tially bringing the stu-
dent-athlete enrollment 
up to over 100 students. 

De n ma rk Tec h h a s 
hired Derrick Wilmore as 
the head coach for both 
men’s and women’s track 
and field. Wilmore is a 
former Lincoln Universi-
ty track and field athlete 

and is a seasoned leader 
with a track record of 
coaching numerous state 
and national track and 
field qualifiers at Grand-
view High School, Ger-
mantown High School 
and Uplift Wisdom Pre-
paratory. This will be his 
first foray into collegiate 
athletics coaching.  

“I’m honored to be a 
part of the history we’re 
about to make with the 
first season of track and 
field at Denmark Tech.  I 
plan to bring in a group 
of students who will rep-
resent DTC to the full-
est, both academically 
and athletically,” said 
Wilmore.   

The college expects to 
announce the head volley-
ball coach selection soon.  

Selection process for 
the addition of the new 

teams at Denmark Tech, 
which is a member of 
Division 10 of the NJ-
CAA, included factors 
such as access to facili-
ties, regional popularity 
of the sports, seeking to 
increase diversity within 
the student population 
and budgetary needs of 
the new sports.  

“We looked into a lot 
of potential athletics pro-
grams as we weighed our 
options but ultimately 
decided that volleyball 
as well as track and field 
were the most v iable 
sports to add at this time. 
We have plans to expand 
our offerings further over 
the next several years 
and we are optimistic 
about building a high-
quality athletics program 
to support our students 
as they pursue technical and transfer programs,” said Todd.  

Contributed
Denmark Tech

Derrick Wilmore is Denmark Tech’s new head coach for 
both men’s and women’s track and field.
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To promote your event, email the information to 
jhowell@thepeoplesentinel.com

or fax it to 
(803) 259-2703.MAYMAY

BLACKVILLE SENIOR CENTERBLACKVILLE SENIOR CENTER Mondays-Fridays Mondays-Fridays 
8:30am - Noon8:30am - Noon

Golden Retreat Activity Center Golden Retreat Activity Center 
(59 Callahan Circle, Blackville)(59 Callahan Circle, Blackville)

ADULTS

May 31
Potluck Book Club:  

We will be meeting to 

discuss Learning to Speak 

Southern by: Lindsey Rog-

ers Cook. 

Community Room

4PM

CHILDREN
STORY TIME

Apr. 28
Story Time will take place 

in the Children’s Room. 

This event is appropriate 

for all ages. 

11AM

STORY TIME

May 5, 12, 19, & 26
This event is appropriate 

for all ages. 

Children’s Room

11:30AM 

CRAFTS

May 6
Mother’s Day Flower 

Craft

Appropriate for ages 3 

and up.  

12-1 pm and 4-5 pm

 

May 26
Memorial Day Flag Craft

Appropriate for ages 3 

and up.  

 4-5 pm 

 

GRAB AND GO

May 24
Memorial Day Activity 

Pages.

  

TWEEN/TEEN 

May 4
Star Wars Craft

4-5 pm

  

May 23
Summer Reading Regis-

tration begins

 

May 23-Aug. 4
Summer Reading

Oceans of Possibilities

Don’t miss out on this 

great summer program. 

Barnwell LibraryBarnwell Library

May 5

Annual National Day of 

Prayer service

Gazebo in Blackville

For more info: call 803 541-

5441 or 803 300-2586.

6PM

May 8

Mother’s Day in person 

worship service

Rosemary Baptist Church 

(151 Emerald Lane, Barn-

well)

12:15PM

May 14
Walking for Jesus

Share Jesus’ love with the 

community

Beginning at Ned Branch 

parking lot

Barnwell County Ministe-

rial Coalition

10-11am

 

May 21

9th Anniversary Celebra-

tion of Ned Branch Church 

Male Choir

Ned Branch Church on 

Dunbarton Blvd. Barnwell.

3PM

Anglican Church of the 
Holy Apostles
228 Hagood Ave.
Holy Eucharist service 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Morning 
prayer/breakfast service at 
8 a.m.
Vicar Bill Clarkson

Barnwell United Method-
ist Church
236 Main Street
803-259-3331
Sunday Services & activi-
ties: 
9:15 Coffee Fellowship in 
Crenshaw Hall
10:00 Adult Sunday School 
in Crenshaw Hall
10:15 Youth Sunday School
11:00 Traditional worship 
service and Children’s Sun-
day School
Monthly activities:
United Methodist Women 
- date announced each 
month
Barnwell Soup Kitchen - 
10:45 every 3rd Monday at 
First Baptist

Crochet Comforters - 10:00 
on 4th Saturday

Bells Chapel Pentecostal 
Holiness
83 Week Ave. Olar
Sundays - 10:30am
Pastor Thomas Caldwell - 
calth02@yahoo.com
(803) 335-9121, (803) 671-
6369 

Boiling Springs Chapel
5475 Boiling Springs Rd., 
Barnwell
Sunday Worship 7 p.m.

Center of Hope Commu-
nity Fellowship
Winton Inn Conference 
Room
8-9pm on Tuesdays
7pm on Sundays

Christ Presbyterian 
Church
848 Hagood Ave., Barnwell
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m.
803-259-5653

First Baptist Church of 
Barnwell
161 Allen St, Barnwell, SC 
29812
Contemporary Service
Sundays  9:00am
Traditional Service
Sundays 11:00am
Watch on facebook or listen 
in the parking lot over 90.5

Friendship Baptist Church
Sunday School
5801 Friendship Rd, Barn-
well, SC 29812
Sundays - Assembly 9:45am, 
Sunday School at 10am, 
Worship at 11am
Discipleship Training
Sundays - 6pm, Worship 
at 7pm

Hope Community Church 
of God. 
785 Main St., Barnwell. 
Sunday School 10:00am
Sunday Worship 11:00am
Wednesday Service  7pm

Jordan Missionary Baptist
200 Skyland Farm Road, 
Williston
Sunday School
2nd - 5th Sundays 9:30am
Worship
2nd-5th Sundays 10:30am
Please wear a mask.

Long Branch Baptist 
church
3223 Highway 37
Williston, SC
SUNDAY
9:15am - Sunday school
10:30am - Morning worship 
service
5:30pm - Bible study
6:45pm - Evening worship 
service
WEDNESDAY
7:00pm - Prayer service

Mt Lebanon Christian 

Church 
420 Christian Rd
Barnwell, SC 29812
(803)259-1438
mtlebanoncc@gmail.com 
Sunday School at 10am
Sunday am worship 11am 
(blended music)
Sunday PM Bible Study 6pm 
(mid July-April)
www.mtlebanonchristian-
church.com
Minister Ron Franklin

Ned Branch Missionary 
Baptist Church
10620 Dunbarton Boule-
vard., Barnwell
Inside Services: Sunday 
school at 9 a.m. and ser-
vices at 10 a.m. Bible study 
is held Tuesdays at 6:15 
p.m. Please wear a mask.

Second Baptist Church of 
Barnwell

181 Church St, Barnwell, SC 

29812

In person worship service. 

Masks and social distanc-

ing is encouraged. Temp. 

checks upon entrance.

2nd & 4th Sundays  

10:00am

For more info: Pastor Elder 

Lamonte Boyd (803) 259-

1385

www.facebook.com/SB-

CBarnwell

Seven Pines Baptist 

Church 
Snelling. Small community 
church welcomes visitors 
Sunday School: 9:50am
Service: 11am, 6pm
Pastor Mark Watford

St. Paul Missionary Bap-
tist Church
Snelling
Park & Praise Service
2nd & 4th Sundays - 
10:00am
Face masks should be worn 
at all times.

Unity Baptist Church 
Pastor Brian Howard
5504 Hilda Rd Blackville, 
SC 29817
Sunday School: 9:45am
Sunday Worship: 11am and 
6pm
Mid week service: Thurs-
days JAM kids (supper 
provided) 6pm and Adult 
service 7pm

Victory Baptist Church
3361 Hwy 70
Barnwell, SC 29812
Sunday Worship at 11:00 
am
Interim Preacher Terry 
Woodside

Hours of Operation
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-

1pm; 2pm-6pm

Register for up to four, 45 

minute sessions on the 

public computers.

 

Blackville LibraryBlackville Library

Barnwell Museum
Tues, Wed, Thurs Noon-

4pm

Self-guided tours are of-

fered

Register at the office 

building

803-259-1916

Blackville Museum
Open by appointment only 

until further notice. 

Please call 803-284-3267 to 

schedule a visit.

OPEN HOUSE

Featuring the New World 

War II Display

Saturday, May 28, 2022,  

2-4 PM

655 Main Street, Black-

ville, SC 29817

MuseumsMuseums

Williston LibraryWilliston Library
 Hours of Operation

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

10am-1pm; 2pm-6pm

Register for up to four, 45 

minute sessions on the 

public computers.

1st Tuesdays
Barnwell Development As-
sociation:
For small business owners & 
representatives with a passion 
to SHOP LOCAL. Would love to 
hear your ideas for promoting 
small businesses in Barnwell 
County.
20 Wall St, Barnwell
8:00am 

3rd Wednesdays
The Barnwell  Non-Profit 
Roundtable
All Non-Profits are invited to 
attend to get to know various 
organizations and serve our 
community.  We discuss prob-
lems, hopes, what’s working 
and what is not.
218 Main St. Barnwell, SC
8-9am

May 14
Keep Barnwell County 

Beautiful - Spring Clean 

Up

Meet at the Barnwell 

County sheriff ’s office

For more info or to sign-up: 

Ben Kinlaw bccd5kinlaw@

gmail.com or Keep Barn-

well County Beautiful on 

Facebook

8-10AM

May 16
Holy Apostles Lunch - Eat 

in (includes Tea) or Take 

out

Chicken salad croissant, 

strawberry pretzel salad, 

pasta salad, pound cake 

$10

Tickets available from 

church members or at the 

Little Red Barn

11AM-1PM

Daily

Coffee Club & Current 

Events

8:30-9:30am

 

Mondays

Tai Chi for Arthritis

9:30-10:00am

2nd - Brother/Sister Day

9th - “The Five C’s”

16th & 23rd - Relaxation 

Coloring

30th - Memorial Day 

closed

Health Topic

10-11am

AARP Topic

10:30-11:00am

Tuesdays/Thursdays

Exercise with Ernie

10-11am

Bingo

11am-Noon

31st - Tues - Birthday 

Celebration

Wednesdays

ETV Movie/Craft

10-11:30am

4th - “Spaleo” Movie

11th - “Spring Bonnets 

Craft

18th - Typing.com intro

25th - Book Read

 Fridays

Computer Tech

9:30-10am

Book Read

10-11am

Crafts

11-11:45am

1st Friday
Family Game Night

Everyone is welcome for a 

community game night.

Country Cupboard

6:30-8:00pm

May 14 
5th Annual Dreams 

Imagination & Gift (DIG) 

STEM Festival

Help bring STEM opportu-

nities to rural communi-

ties! If interested in being 

an exhibitor or know a 

company/organization 

that may be interested 

in being an exhibitor for 

the 5th Annual DIG STEM 

Festival please register at 

www.digdp.org/digstem or 

contact Shelby Broomfield 

at swilliams@digdp.org. 

(DIG) is a 501c3 non-profit 

organization whose mis-

sion is to provide Science, 

Technology, Engineering, 

and Math (STEM) oppor-

tunities for rural growth 

and development through 

education, community 

service, mentorship, and 

recreation. 

Main St., Williston, SC

11AM-4PM

Camps

Circle Theater

Kids & Teens Summer 

Camp Production: “Dear 

Edwina, Jr.”

May 14 - 10AM-1PM

Auditions ages 8-18 years 

old. To register your child 

for camp please visit 

https://barnwellct.weebly.

com/.

Camp week

Jun. 20-26

Performance

Jun. 24 & 25, 7PM

Jun. 26, 3PM

If you have any questions 

please feel free to contact 

producer Rachel Hair at 

rachelhairct@gmail.com or 

803-300-0161. Also you can 

contact producer Dennis 

Knapp at 803-300-0869. 

Apr. 28
Free Covid Vaccinations

The Pfizer vaccine will be 

available for recipients 5+.

Kelly Edwards Elem. 

School 

More info: 866-365-8110

3PM-6PM

803-219-7056803-219-7056


