
The community’s help is 
sought to get a family back 
on their feet after a fire de-
stroyed their home. 

The Blackville Fire De-
partment responded to a 
house on Baker Street on 
Sunday, April 10. The Elko 
and Williston fire depart-
ments also responded for 
mutual aid. 

“We found the structure 
fully involved. The family 
lost their house and a ve-
hicle,” said Blackville Fire 
Chief Earthel Walker. 

The fire displaced Su-
san Payne along with her 
daughter, grandchild, and 
a friend. The family lost ev-
erything in the fire and did 
not have house insurance. 

“They barely made it out 
and had to come out with 
what they had on. Nothing 
is salvageable, not even the 
car. Sadly, the family dog 
refused to come out of the 
house and passed in the 
fire,” said Meghan Everitt, 
Payne’s granddaughter, on 
a GoFundMe page. 

The fire is being investi-
gated. The Blackville Police 
Department held the scene 

initially, but the State Law 
Enforcement Division is 
now the lead investigat-
ing agency, said Blackville 
Police Chief Ray Crawford.

Details about the cause 
of the fire have not been 
released by the fire depart-
ment or law enforcement 
agencies as of press time, 
but John Maximiek, Payne’s 
son, said the house and car 
were "set on fire." 

“My family is very grate-
ful  for any help for my 
mother,” said Maximiek. 

Though Payne has a tem-
porary place to stay, Max-
imiek has established a Go-
FundMe account to help his 
mother rebuild and get back 
on her feet. Everitt has also 
set up a separate GoFundMe 
account. Both welcome any 
and all donations. 

Donations can be made 
online at https://gofund.me/
f2b541b0 or https://gofund.
me/0efda3fe. 

Theodore F. Balk - Central

Leslie Brown - Ehrhardt

Trina J. Dawson - 

Augusta, GA

Doris Glover - Williston

Troy Jamison - Blackville

Jesse Stroman - Williston
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An arrest warrant has been 
issued for a man suspected 
of robbing a Williston conve-
nience store. 

Frank James Davis Jr., 48, 
is being sought in connection 
to the armed robbery of the 
Bi-Rite convenience store in 
Williston that took place as 
the store opened around 5 a.m. 

on April 14. He is believed to 
be in the Denmark area, said 
Williston Police Chief Rodney 
Pruitt.

“This suspect was waiting 
for the store to open and was 
hiding on the property before 
the people who would open 
the store arrived on the prop-
erty,” said Pruitt.

The suspect was completely 
covered in a red shirt, black 
face mask, black Nike shoes, 
and light-colored pants. He is 
shown on surveillance video 

wandering around the store 
before approaching the clerk 
and al legedly demanding 
money. The clerk and her 
husband were the only two 
people inside the store besides 
the suspect.

“He said, ‘Don’t make me 
hurt nobody. Give me the 
money,’” said Pruitt of what 
witnesses recalled the suspect 
saying.

The clerk handed the sus-
pect a tray of money, but 
the suspect demanded even 

more. The suspect made off 
with cash, though the exact 
amount hasn’t been disclosed 
by police. 

Though the video doesn’t 
clearly show a gun, a witness 
inside the store reported see-
ing one. Even so, Pruitt said 
it’s considered armed robbery 
if there is an insinuation of a 
gun by the suspect. 

After multiple people, who 
are not connected, helped 

Bi-Rite robbery suspect sought
Jonathan Vickery
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T
he  Ke l ly  Edwards 
Elementary School 
(KEES) administrative 

staff invited scholars and their 
families to attend the opening 
of its brand-new STEM U Lab 
on April 7. 

Attendees to the opening 
included Williston Mayor 
Brett Williams, Superinten-
dent Dr. Marcella Shaw, and 
Williston-Elko School District 
board members. The lab will 
help scholars connect the dots 
between science, technology, 
engineering, and math though 
project-based, hands-on learn-
ing.

The STEM U, LLC lab is 
based in Columbia. Chris 
Williams, Director of Partner-
ship Development for STEM 
U, shared details about how 
schools get started in STEM 
training. It starts with a con-
sultation between STEM U, 
the school administrative staff, 
and the school district’s office. 

“Based on that consultation, 
we find out what their need 
and their vision is, and once 
we find out their need and vi-
sion, we craft the plan,” stated 
Williams. 

The lab space is intended to 
connect all content scholars are 
learning and teach them how 
to reinforce their knowledge 
through projects and problem 
solving. Through this style of 

learning, educators are able to 
focus on their cross-content 
goals for their students.

KEES Principal Monique 
Smalls shared how hard the 
scholars and teachers have 

already been working on 
improving test scores at the 
elementary school. Accord-
ing to the Diagnostic Assess-
ments, testing for kindergarten 

KEES Principal Monique Smalls cuts the ribbon to the new STEM U Lab with Williston-Elko board members, 

Mayor Brett Williams, and scholars by her side. Photos By: Ciera Sanders / Contributor

Anitra Roberts and sons: Tyler (4th grade/9 years old) and True Roberts.

Ciera Sanders
 Contributing Writer

Donations 
sought for 

fire victims

Frank James Davis Jr.

See STEM, 10A

See WANTED, 12A

Opening of STEM lab 
brings smiles to KEES

Jonathan Vickery
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Susan Payne's Baker Street house and vehicle were destroyed by 

a fire on March 10 in Blackville. 

"My family is 

very grateful for 

any help for my 

mother."

-John Maximiek
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As you ride through 
the center of Blackville 
this spring, you'll no-
tice amongst the con-
crete walk and road-
ways, planter barrels 
are displayed with 
bright, cheerful flow-
ers brightening up the 
town. Each season and 
on special occasions, the 
green thumbed angels 
of the Blackville Garden 
Club set up a different 
floral display, creating 
a friendly welcome for 
residents and visitors. 

The club's theme is 
“Grow Blackville'' and 
local Club President Lil 
Stoltzfus tells us, “BGC is 
a small club with a lot of 
community devotion.” 

“In the early days it 
was more of a social 
club focused on floral ar-
rangement and design. 
Now,” Stoltzfus says, 
“the club’s thrust has 
turned to being involved 
in our community and 
making Blackvillle a bet-
ter place with beautifica-
tion gardens, pollinators, 
and more.” 

BGC recognizes that 
it’s the individuals who 
make up our community. 
An example are the mag-
nolia trees planted on 
both sides of the library. 
Stoltzfus said, “They're 
planted in memory of 
people who have fought 
in World War II. They 
were planted between 
1945 and 1950 in memory 
of those from Blackville 
who lost their lives in 
service to our country 
during that time.”

Among many other 
projects, like a pollinator 
garden they developed at 

the town’s museum,  BGC 
has a dedication to work 
with some of the town’s 
youngest citizens: lo-
cal school children. “We 
go into Macedonia Ele-
mentary-Middle School 
and help them maintain 
their after-school garden 
program.” Stoltzfus ex-
plained. “There's a spot 
in their little courtyard 
where the BGC started 
their raised beds years 
ago. They’ve grown cab-
bage and made cole-
slaw so the kids can 
see gardening from the 
ground to the table. Re-
cently they did broccoli 
and dip, radishes, and 
now they have potatoes, 
squash and kale grow-
ing. With BCG’s assis-
tance, the children learn 
by keeping it watered, 
weeded and being in-
volved. This year we’re 
partnering with SRS be-
cause they wanted to get 
more involved with the 
schools. SRS is doing a 
lot more of the physical 
labor this year. But BGC 
is still involved, keeping 
it watered and being the 
go-between.”

And for students on 

an upper grade level, as 
federated members with 
the National Garden 
Club, Inc. South Carolina 
Atlantic Region, Garden 
Club of South Carolina 
Inc. since 1938; the Black-
ville Garden Club West 
Lowcountry District 
#336 is united, promot-
ing the Camp Wildwood 
2022 Special Program. 
It's a highly regarded 
leadership and environ-
mental camp providing 
an opportunity to rising 
10th, 11th and 12th grad-
ers to study wildlife and 
outdoor skills that are 
not taught elsewhere. 
Together with the South 
Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources, the 
South Carolina Wildlife 
Federation, the Harry 
Hampton Memorial 
Wildlife Fund and the 
Garden Club of South 
Carolina Inc. they ensure 
the continued success of 
this camp. 

“In order for a student 
to apply, the applica-
tion has to be forwarded 
through a garden club 
member.” Stoltzfus said.

The Blackville Garden 
Club’s objectives are to: 

* Encourage planting 
and beautification in 
Blackville.

* Further horticulture 
and conservation educa-
tion for youth. Encourag-
ing their love of nature 
and gardening. 

* Share a love of gar-
dening with members 
and the community. 

* Promote knowledge 
of conservation of native 
plants, natural resources, 
forests and natural habi-
tats.

And some of their proj-
ects this year are to:

* Plan an Arbor Day 
event; including planting 
a tree and having a pro-
gram in order to promote 
the importance of plant-
ing native trees.

* Identify and recog-
nize citizens and busi-
nesses that emphasize 
beautification and good 
horticultural practices 
through their plantings, 
groundskeeping and 
gardening.

 * Maintain their pol-
linator garden at the mu-
seum. Partnering with 
Historical Society mem-
bers to keep the raised 
bed healthy and beauti-

ful.
 * Continue their youth 

programs for school 
children on appropri-
ate subjects including 
caring for the environ-
ment, importance of na-
tive plants, conservation 
of our natural resources 
and enjoying the beauty 
of nature.

* Continue to help 
maintain the fruit and 
vegetable garden at 
Macedonia Elementary-
Middle School.

* Celebrate National 
Garden week in June in 
partnership with Black-
ville businesses for the 
greatest impact to the 
community.

When asked if commu-
nity members could do 

anything to support their 
efforts in beautifying and 
helping the BGC “Grow 
Blackville”, Stoltzfus said, 
“We haven’t ever asked 
for donations before, but, 
if anybody wants to, we 
would be happy to take 
donations. If they have 
potting soil to use in the 
barrels downtown or ex-
tra planters, or even some 
shrub-like plants to help 
beautify the restoration 
projects downtown. That 
would be wonderful.”

For more information 
about Camp Wildwood 
2022 log onto: www.
campwildwoodsc.com

For local questions 
and/or donation infor-
mation, please call 803-
671-5638.

Garden club seeks to 'grow' Blackville

The pollinator garden at the Blackville Museum. 

Donna-Maria Conzalina
Contributing Writer

Photos by: Donna-Maria Conzalina

Broccoli plants are growing at the afterschool garden 

project at Macedonia Elementary-Middle School.
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TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING! 

HELP OUT OUR COMMUNITY WITH A  

NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN UP OR  

A SWEEP OF A HIGHWAY 

CITY HALL HAS SUPPLIES FOR YOUR ACTIVITY! 

GIVE US A CALL WITH YOUR PLAN & DATE. 

803-259-3266 or email  

lsmcewen@cityofbarnwell.com 

Voter turnout was slim 
for last week’s Barnwell 
District 45 School Board 
election. 

Incumbents Rosey An-
derson and Rhett Rich-
ardson were the only two 
candidates on the April 
12 ballot for their seats. 
Both were re-elected with 
Anderson receiving 83 
votes (48.54 percent) and 
Richardson receiving 88 
votes (51.46 percent), 
according to the election 

results. Voter turnout 
was 1.13 percent, which 
is down from 2.98 per-
cent in 2021. 

“It's true that there was 
a low turnout because 
there was no opposition. 
Even when we do have 
opposition, we do good 
to get a 10 percent voter 
turnout for all three school 
districts,” said Naomi 
DeFrenn, director of the 
Barnwell County Voter 
Registration & Election 
Office. 

Voter turnout was also 
impacted since this elec-
tion was only for Barnwell 
School District 45. Districts 

19 and 29 will be consoli-
dated on July 1 and will 
be on the General Elec-
tion ballot on November 
8, 2022. 

Despite the fact there 
was no opposition on the 
ballot, DeFrenn said it’s 
still important for voters to 
exercise their right to vote. 

“There will always be 
an option on any seat on 
the ballot for a write-in 
vote, except for presi-
dent and vice president. 
Anyone could have won 
this election by write-in. 
For those that did get 
out and vote, thank you! 
We want everyone that is 

eligible to vote to be able 
to vote in every election 
they are entitled to vote 
in,” she said. 

All elections are adver-
tised twice in the news-
paper, as required by 
law. You can also find a 
schedule of elections at 
scvotes.gov under the 
Elections, then Schedule 

of Elections. 
The primary election 

is scheduled for June 14 
and, if necessary, a runoff 
election will be two weeks 
later on June 28. A variety 
of local and state positions 
will be on the ballot. 

On June 14, voters in the 
Town of Blackville will 
also elect a new mayor to 

fill the seat left vacant by 
the resignation of Michael 
Beasley in March. Those 
interested in being candi-
dates must file by noon on 
April 29 and pay the $150 
filing fee.

Voters who have ques-
tions can contact the voter 
registration office at (803) 
541-1060.

D45 school board election turnout equals 1.13% 
Jonathan Vickery
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Whether you are 
marching to Take Back 
the Night or Wearing 
Denim for Denim Day, 
efforts to combat sexual 
assault are strongly em-
phasized in April.  Cum-
bee Center, together 
with sexual assault crisis 

centers around the state, 
recognizes Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month 
during the month of 
April.  

Sexual assault remains 
a critical public health is-
sue and is often referred 
to as murder of the soul. 
It is one of the most 
catastrophic crimes in 
our society today. Aside 
from the physical inju-

ries, survivors of sexual 
violence endure lifelong 
pain from emotional and 
psychological trauma. 
The staff and volunteers 
of the Cumbee Center 
provides compassionate, 
confidential and trauma 
informed services to 
victims like these each 
day and could give tes-
timony to the emotional 
and psychological scars 

that last well beyond the 
physical agony.   

Cumbee Center com-
bats sexual violence on 
many fronts. Foremost, 
if a person experiences a 
sexual assault and seeks 
medical attention, an ad-
vocate will meet them 
at the emergency room 
to provide support that 
is nonjudgmental be-
fore, during, and after a 

forensic exam. Cumbee 
Center exists to believe, 
empower and educate. 
In doing so, we listen, 
validate reactions, and 
promote healing. Large-
ly, Cumbee Center pro-
vides services to survi-
vors and their families 
well after an experience 
of sexual trauma. In ad-
dition to hospital advo-
cacy, Cumbee Center 
offers court and legal 
advocacy, case manage-
ment, counseling, emer-
gency shelter, communi-
ty outreach, prevention 
education and a 24-hour 
crisis hotline. The key 
components to all servic-
es and actions by Cum-
bee Center follows a sur-
vivor-centered approach 
which seeks to empower 
the survivor by priori-
tizing their rights, needs 
and wishes. 

In April, we ask that 
you join in our efforts 
to break the silence and 
bring AWARENESS to 
the critical public health 
issue of sexual violence. 
Awareness ribbons are 
frequently used to show 
support or raise con-
sciousness for a cause. 
This month, Cumbee 
Center has adorned Lau-
rens Street in Aiken, 
Georgia Avenue in North 

Augusta, Main Street in 
Barnwell and Courthouse 
Square in Edgefield with 
teal awareness ribbons to 
represent the need for so-
cial change, a culture that 
reduces the tolerance of 
abuse and the support we 
offer survivors. 

Please visit us at 
www.cumbeecenter.org 
or follow us on Face-
book and Instagram 
for more information. 
If you or someone you 
know are in need of our 
services, an advocate is 
available to assist you 
24 hours daily. The cri-
sis hotline number is 
803-649-0480.

Blue ribbons display sexual assault awareness

Blue ribbons dot downtown 

Barnwell for sexual assault 

awareness. 

Jessica Coach 
Cumbee Center

PALMETTO

INNOVATION

CENTER
218 MAIN STREET, BARNWELL

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION!

 TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 5-7PM
COME SEE THE NEW SPACE, GET INFO ON UPCOMING 

PROGRAMS SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESSES, & ENJOY FREE 

COFFEE AND PASTRIES FROM THE ACCELERATOR COFFEE BAR!

WWW.PALMETTOINNOVATION.CENTER

ESTATE 

Saturday, April 23, 2022    
9:30 a.m. 

373 Country Club Road, 
Blackville, SC 

2012 FORD FREE STAR 
Selling Contents of Home!  
Nice Furniture, Antiques,  

Glassware, Designer Ladies Hand-
bags/Purses, Coins, much more! 
For more info call 803-860-0712 

www.Cogburnauction.com 
 

Credit union spreads Easter joy at nursing home

Members of the SRP Federal Credit Union Barnwell branch held a bunny hop at PruittHealth Residential and Rehab Center on April 13. 
Each resident received a plush bunny/chick, hand cream, hand sanitizer, facial tissues, tooth brush, chocolate eggs and a chocolate bunny.
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Hudgins

Columnist

Are you looking for ways to 
stretch your food dollars and 
have more money to pay other 
expenses? By planning and fol-
lowing some simple guidelines, 
you can save money at the 
grocery store during these chal-
lenging economic times.

Make a Menu Plan for the 
Week: When your time is too 
limited to plan every meal, plan 
the main meal for each day and 
add several healthful snacks. 
Most people rely on a core of 
about 10 recipes that are rotated 
for family meals. Collect recipes 
for low-cost, nutritious main 
dishes, including at least one 
that is meatless.

Write a Shopping List and 
Stick to It: Your list should be 
based on:

• Your menus for the week
• The amount of money you 

can spend on food
• The amount of money you 

can spend on food 
• Ingredients you have in 

your cabinets, refrigerator, and 
freezer

• Items that are on sale
• Flexibility to substitute one 

food for another to get the best 
buy

Shop at the Best Time: It is 
easier to stick to your shop-
ping list and avoid impulse 
buys if you are not rushed and 
have enough time to compare 
products and find bargains. 
Shop alone, without children 
and other family members. Do 
not shop when you are tired or 
hungry. Shop when the store is 
less crowded, such as mid-week, 
early morning, or late evening.

Organize Your Shopping List 
According to the Store Layout: 
Shop the perimeter, or edges, 
of the store first. Fresh pro-
duce, meats, dairy, bread, and 
healthier, less processed foods 
usually are found in this area. 
Don’t go down every aisle. This 
reduces the temptation to buy 
items that are not on your list, 
and it saves time. The more time 
you spend in the grocery store, 
the more money you spend. The 
average spent is about $2.17 per 
minute, according to the Food 
Marketing Institute.

Check Store Specials: These 
are advertised in weekly flyers, 
radio, television, and newspa-
per ads. When you get to the 
store, look for other unadver-
tised specials and quick sales. 

If the store is out of a sale item, 
ask for a “rain check” to get the 
item later at the sale price. Sales 
on different categories of items 
are rotated on about a 12-week 
cycle. By stocking up when 
foods are on sale, you can take 
advantage of the best prices and 
shop from your pantry later. 
Buy fruits and vegetables that 
are in season.

Clip and Use Coupons: This 
can save you at least 10 to 15 
percent on your grocery bill. 
Use coupons only for foods you 
normally buy and if a cheaper 
store brand is not available. If 
you have access to a computer, 
print off coupons from Web 
sites of products you use and of 
stores where you shop. Ask if 
your store honors coupons from 
other stores or matches adver-
tised prices. Take advantage of 
double and triple coupon days, 
as well as senior citizens days if 
you qualify. Remember to mail 
in rebates and refund coupons.

Use Store Discount Cards: 
Ask if you need this “loyalty 
card” to get the advertised sav-
ings. Cardholders usually are 
offered in-store discounts and 
may get extra coupons printed 
on the back of store receipts.

Shop at Low-cost Stores: 
No-frills and warehouse stores, 
farmers’ markets, co-ops, dol-
lar stores, and “day old” bread 
stores usually have low-cost 
foods. Generally, non-food 
items are cheaper at discount 
stores than in grocery stores.

Compare Unit Prices of Simi-
lar Foods: The unit price is the 
cost per pound, ounce, pint, 
quart, gallon, or some other unit 
of measure. Many grocery stores 
provide it on a printed label 
attached to the shelf directly 
below the product. This label 
shows the size of the package, 
the amount in the package, the 
total price of the item, and the 
unit price. Unit price helps you 
compare national brands with 
store and generic brands. Store 
and generic brands almost al-
ways cost less and usually taste 
the same as the national brands.

Look Up and Look Down: 
The more expensive items are 
at “eye level.” Store brands 
that may be cheaper and just 
as good are often placed higher 
or lower on the shelves. Items 
that the store most wants to 
sell are located on the shelves 
between knee height and shoul-
der height. The highest markup 
items are at about chest level, 
making them easy to grab and 
toss in the shopping cart. Lower-
priced items are on the bottom 
shelves.

Be Alert When Checking 
Out: Ignore the magazine, can-

dy, and soda displays, which are 
the store’s last attempts to get 
you to spend money. Watch the 
register or check your receipt to 
make sure that prices ring up as 
advertised or as indicated on the 
shelf label. Watch for potential 
pricing errors such as:

• A product gets scanned 
twice.

• The sale price of an item 
hasn’t been entered into the 
computer.

• Something you thought was 
on sale was out of place and 
rings up at the regular price.

• The checker enters the 
wrong code for a produce item 
they don’t recognize.

Make sure all items are put 
into your bag or cart and those 
breakable and crushable items 
are bagged correctly. Carry 
foods home as quickly as pos-
sible to ensure the quality and 
safety of perishable items.

Cook and Eat More Meals at 
Home: Cooking from scratch the 
“old-fashioned way” is better for 
your budget and health. Conve-
nience foods cost more and often 
contain added fat, salt, sugar, 
and calories but fewer nutrients.

Serve “Planned Overs,” not 
Leftovers: Cook once, eat twice. 
Buy enough ingredients to cook 
more than one meal, and freeze 
meal-sized portions for later. 
Sometimes you can get two 
meals for the price of one, plus 
you aren’t tempted to grab fast 
food when time is limited!

Grow Some of Your Food: If 
garden space is limited, plant 
items like tomatoes and straw-
berries in pots on your patio. 
Grow herbs in a flower pot or 
windowsill container. Plant 
beans to run up a small trellis.

For more information about 
Stretching Your Food Dollars 
visit Clemson Home and Gar-
den Information Center website 
at http://www.clemson.edu/
extension/hgic/. 

NOTICE:   The Clemson Uni-
versity Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to 
people of all ages, regardless 
of race, color, gender, religion, 
national origin, disability, po-
litical beliefs, sexual orientation, 
marital or family status and is 
an equal opportunity employer.

Christine 
Patrick

Clemson 
Extension

Stretch
YOUR FOOD DOLLAR

Homemaker’s Column

Someone wrote in to syndicat-
ed columnist John Rosemond, 
asking if he agreed with giving 
incentives, such as money or 
chips to be cashed in, to young 
children to encourage them to 
help around the house.

Here is part of his answer: 
“I’m not for paying children 
to assume responsibility in the 
home. A child of capable age 
(beginning around 3) should be 
carrying his or her fair share of 
household responsibilities. The 
chores should be done because 
the child is a member of the fam-
ily, period.”

And then he said something 
I thought I’d never hear from a 
family psychologist: “Today’s 
parents are generally uncom-
fortable with exercising what 
I call a ‘Because I said so’ au-
thority in the home.” And they 
should be perfectly comfortable 
with that exercise, he said.

No doubt my father never 
read the writings of John Rose-
mond or Benjamin Spock or 
Thomas Gordon or anybody else 
who claimed to know how to 
rear children. But he could have 
written Rosemond’s answer and 
felt good about it.

It was Gordon who said that 
parents who adhere to a tradi-
tional parenting model—mean-
ing the kind my daddy adhered 
to—would inflict “apocalyptic 
psychological damage upon 
their children.”

Daddy never mentioned any-
thing about “apocalyptic psy-
chological damage,” but if it was 
anything like the damage he in-
flicted upon my brother and me, 
occasionally using a razor strop 
from his Uncle Gus Mangum’s 
barber shop, then, yes, he would 

understand completely.
Before you jump to conclu-

sions, let me say this: Our daddy 
was one of the kindest, most 
gentle men I’ve ever known. 
He was a softie, deep down. He 
grew up on a farm slopping the 
hogs and milking the cows and 
plowing the cotton fields and 
eventually became a conductor 
on a freight train. He learned 
some discipline, I suppose, from 
his stern father, but he wasn’t 
like him at all.

An affectionate soul, Daddy 
would kiss my mother on the 
lips before walking 50 yards to 
the mailbox.

If I had to guess, though, I 
would guess that Papa Hudgins, 
his daddy, was known to say to 
his four sons—and maybe to 
his one daughter—“because I 
said so.”

And Daddy learned that ex-
pression well. My brother and I 
learned it before we were house-
broken. If he ever said that to 
our sister, I never heard it.

“Why do I have to do that?” I 
would ask him plaintively.

“Because I said so,” he would 
say.

Okay, I would say under my 
breath, that’s good enough for 
me.

I’m not a child psychologist, 
and I don’t pretend to know if 
an occasional whipping might 
“inflict apocalyptic psychologi-
cal damage” to a child. It didn’t 
seem to warp my brother and 
me too badly.

But I can say this with a fair 
amount of certainty: There’s 
nothing wrong with a parent’s 
giving one simple explanation 
to why a child should carry 
out Mom’s or Dad’s directive. 
That explanation is, “Because 
I said so.”

Maybe it’ll come back in 
vogue one of these days.

Humor Column

WHATEVER HAPPENED 
TO THE TIME-TESTED 

‘BECAUSE 

The shelters are filled with 
cats and kittens this time of 
year. Many get sick if they have 
to stay at the shelter and must 
be euthanized, so the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter is des-
perately seeking good foster 
homes. Fosters can choose 
an adult, weaned kittens, a 
pregnant female, or a nursing 
mother and her kittens. After 2 

weeks, they can be returned to 
the shelter whenever the foster 
parent chooses.

Please don’t hesitate to try 
fostering. The shelter is open 
Monday through Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by 
appointment other times. Talk 
with Marlena about how you 
can help give these kitties a 
chance.

Address: 55 Diamond Road, 
Barnwell

Phone number: 803-259-1656
Thank you for helping us 

save lives.
The Barnwell County Ani-

mal Shelter Board and Mar-
lena Ray, Shelter Director

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

FOSTER HOMES NEEDED
FOR SHELTER CATS

?I SAID 
SO’
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Share your special occasion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Kathryn Macklee Simmons was born on March 5, 2022.

Kathryn Macklee Simmons
Eddie and Meg Simmons of Barnwell are proud to announce the birth 

of their daughter, Kathryn Macklee Simmons. 
She was born at 6:14 p.m. on March 5, 2022 at Aiken Regional Medical 

Centers. She weighed 6 pounds and was 18 ¾ inches long. 
Paternal grandparents are Bubba and Dianna Simmons of Allendale. 
Maternal grandparents are Danny and Sandra McCormack of Ninety Six. 

A Williston-Elko 
High School senior is 
spending her last se-
mester interning with 
The People-Sentinel. 

Tamya Knight-Hud-
son, 18, is working 
with the newspaper 
as part of her school’s 
Work-Based Learning 
program. She chose the 
newspaper because she 
has a passion for writ-
ing and English.

“I wanted to work 
with the newspaper so 
I could have a better 
understanding of my 
community and have 
this work experience. 
So far, it's been amaz-
ing. There are hard 
parts to cover and there 
are good parts to cover, 
but that's part of life,” 
said Knight-Hudson. 

The experience has 
been enlightening for 
Knight-Hudson, who 
wanted to gain a better 
understanding of what 
making a newspaper 

is all about. She has 
learned about writing, 
editing, layout, pho-
tography, accounting, 
customer service, and 
other components of 
the newspaper busi-
ness. 

“I have learned you 
can’t do it all on your 
own and that's okay. 
Also, what I learned is 
that you can learn a lot 
from making a news-
paper. Like the layout, 
typing out what infor-
mation you’ve gotten 
and proofreading it so 
it can be good to go,” 
said Knight-Hudson. 

She started writing 
stories when she was 
nine years old. She en-
joys putting her imagi-
nation in a book or her 
thoughts in a poem and 
letting young adults 
read and enjoy her 
books.

“I want to write sto-
ries for young adults, 
but I also really want 
to be a voice actor in 
cartoons for children 
or dub in anime. I just 
love the fantasy world. 
It helps me escape from 

reality and I want other 
people to feel that too,” 
said Knight-Hudson.

She has lived in Wil-
liston for almost five 
years. She especially 
enjoys how most peo-
ple are kind and wel-
coming. 

“When we first 
moved here, we didn’t 
know anyone. It was 
a new state, a new 
school, a new every-
thing. But when we 
got to know some good 
people here it felt like 
we were going to be 
okay. And we’re still 
okay,” she said. 

She and her four 
siblings were adopted 
nearly six years ago by 
their mom, Lisa Hud-
son. “She's a single 
mother but she's lov-
ing and caring. I am 
so grateful to have her 
in my life. Without her 
I have no idea where 
I would be,” said 
Knight-Hudson. 

After she graduates 
from high school in 
May, she said she will 
probably attend a tech-
nical college.

WEHS student learns 
about newspapers

Tamya Knight-Hudson (third from left) with newspaper employees Diane Bodiford, Shirley 
Elmore, and Jonathan Vickery on the last day of her work study program.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Need a loving  family? 

We hope you join us in our eff ort to spread 
the love of Jesus Christ to everyone we can!

236 Main Street, Barnwell
Church Offi  ce: (803) 259-3331
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Birth

Henry Kitt Moore was born on March 4, 2022.

Henry Kitt Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Kitt Moore of Hilda are proud to announce the 

birth of their first child, Henry Kitt Moore. 
Henry was born March 4, 2022 at 3:21 p.m. at Augusta University Hospital 

in Augusta, Ga. He weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces and was 19 inches long. 
Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Larry Taylor of Aiken. 
Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Don Moore of Barnwell. 
Henry is the great-grandchild of Mrs. Annette Delk and the late Henry 

E. Delk Sr. 
Henry’s family is so thankful to God for the precious blessing he is! 

Wilsons win Yard of the Month
Congratulations to Diane and Calvin Wilson on winning the Ivy Garden Club's 
"Yard of the Month" for April 2022. Located at 6481 Hwy. 39, Williston.

Subscribe today to 

The People-Sentinel!

Call 803-259-3501.
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EHRHARDT - Mrs. Al-
ice Leslie Sanders Brown, 
77, of Ehrhardt, entered 
into eternal rest Wednes-
day morning, April 13, 
2022, at her residence.

Born September 5, 
1944, in Barnwell, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Robert Edmund Sand-
ers and Loretta Fletcher 
Sanders. She graduat-
ed from Barnwell High 
School and Palmer Busi-

ness College in Augusta, Georgia. She retired from 
Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 
for Barnwell and Hampton counties.  

Mrs. Leslie was a member of Kearse United Meth-
odist Church in Olar. She loved the outdoors and 
especially Edisto Beach, the Combahee River, trips to 
the Great Smokey Mountains, fishing and traveling. 
She also enjoyed reading, bird watching, and cheer-
ing on the Atlanta Braves. Most of all, she loved her 
family. She was a devoted wife, loving mama to her 
children, and dedicated Ma-Ma to her grandchildren.  

Surviving are: her husband of 58 years, who was 
the love of her life, Herman D. Brown Sr.; children, 
Terry Lynn B. Carter of Williams and Del Brown Jr. 
and his wife Stephanie of Ehrhardt; grandchildren, 
Jody Carter, Kimberly Carter Fahland and her hus-
band Joe, Hayden G. Brown and Landon P. Brown; 
great-grandchildren, Tanner E, Fahland and Olivia 
R. Fahland; and her sister, Libbus S. Sanders and 
her husband Everette of Barnwell. She was preceded 
in death by her son-in-law, Tony Carter; and her 
brother, Robert E. “Speedy” Sanders Jr.

Flowers will be accepted or memorial contributions 
may be made to: Kearse United Methodist Church 
or to The American Cancer Society.

Funeral services were held 3 o’clock, Friday after-
noon, April 15, 2022 at The Brice Herndon Funeral 
Chapel, Ehrhardt.  Interment will follow in Ehrhardt 
Cemetery.

The family will receive friends prior to the service 
beginning at 1:30 p.m.  

Arrangements by: The Brice W. Herndon and Sons 
Funeral Homes and Crematory, Ehrhardt-Bamberg 
Chapel, 2515 Lowcountry Highway, Ehrhardt. 
803.267.1971. Visit the registry online at: www.brice-
herndonfuneralhome.com.
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Leslie Brown

WILLISTON - Jesse Stroman, 54, of Williston, 
passed away on Saturday, April 9, 2022. A drop-
in service will be held from noon until 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 23rd at the home of Jessie O’Neal, 
Williston.

Jesse was born January 2, 1968, in Washington, D.C. 
and was a son of the late Phyllis Stroman. He worked 
construction for a local contractor and previously 
worked at Fort Jackson, Columbia.

Survivors include Jessie O’Neal of Williston; Tyra, 
Kameron, Christina, Christopher, Madison, Madison, 
Savanna, Haylee, and Lundon, Kash, Koron, Yamiya, 
Aiyania, and A.J., Chenee and Hakeem; his brother, 
Joshua Stroman of Oakland, Calif.; along with sev-
eral uncles and cousins and his favorite four-legged 
friend Abel.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Jesse Stroman

WILLISTON - Doris 
Griffis Glover, 70, went 
to be with her Lord and 
Savior on Friday, April 
15, 2022. Funeral services 
were held at 11 o’clock 
a.m., Tuesday, April 19, 
2022, in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Willis-
ton, with the Reverends 
David Palmer and Tom 
Baker officiating; burial 
followed in the Williston 

Cemetery. The family received friends one hour prior 
to the service at the funeral home on Tuesday. Memo-
rial contributions may be given to Lottie Moon, c/o 
Elko Baptist Church, P.O. Box 277, Elko, S.C.  29826. 
The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to the nurses and staff of Trinity Hospice and 
Aiken Oncology for the kindness and compassion 
they have shown Doris. 

Born in Orangeburg, she lived in Williston; she was 
a daughter of the late Sammie Griffis and Geraldine 
Bohler Griffis Craven. She was a graduate of Orange-
burg High School and earn a degree in accounting 
from Orangeburg Technical College. She was a mem-
ber of Elko Baptist Church and was a homemaker.

Survivors include her loving husband of 40 years, 
Thomas Evans Glover; daughters, Sarah (Wes) Poplin 
of Williston, Gena (David) Palmer of Williston, and 
Cheryl (Joe) Deal of Greenwood; son, Chris (Stacy) 
Glover of Windsor; sisters, Jewel (Theo) Millhouse of 
Orangeburg and Barbara (Ray) Prince of Prattville, 
AL; grandchildren, Shane and Kaydrian Poplin, 
Bryan and Rachel Palmer, Paul, Marissa and Jack 
Blackstock; Alyson Champion; Taylor and Austin 
Glover; great-grandchildren, Teagan, Oaklynn, and 
Dallas; a special friend, Nancy Elliott; and a number 
of nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by a brother, Sammy 
Griffis.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Doris Glover
CENTRAL - Theodore 

Florenz Balk, known 
affectionately as Ted or 
Teddie, died peacefully 
on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022. He was born in 
Columbia on August 17, 
1949, and grew up in 
Blackville. 

After graduating from 
Blackville High School, 
he was appointed to the 
U.S. Naval Academy, 
from which he resigned 

to join the U.S. Army. He served in Vietnam with the 
Army Signal Corps. From there he landed in a com-
mune in Belgium, traveled through Europe with his 
sister on his 750 BMW, and finally returned home. He 
graduated from Clemson University, had a lengthy 
career as a registered civil engineer, and spent most 
of his adult life in the Clemson area. His love of 
music began with his baritone horn in the Blackville 
High School marching band and led him to become 
the drum major of a Scottish marching band in the 
upstate, performing at Scottish games and festivals 
throughout the South. Ted was a contributor and 
editor for the international literary journal Weekly 
Hubris. As one of the founders of the Spittoono Music 
Festival in Central, a devoted Clemson sports fan, 
and a barbecue pit master, Ted was most beloved and 
recognized for his laugh. For the last ten years, he 
found a spiritual home and a beloved second family 
with his friends at Greenville Yoga.

He leaves behind his brother, William A. Balk Jr. 
of Beaufort and Elko; his sisters, Margaret (Peggy) 
Zeigler of Blackville, and Elizabeth (Libby) Rober-
son (Mrs. Charles Roberson) of Leesville. He is also 
survived by three nephews, William Bryan Zeigler of 
Virginia Beach, Va., Thomas Calvin Gainey of Gilbert, 
and William Nolan Gainey of Charleston; and by his 
nieces-in-law, respectively Erica Ann Scott, Madeline 
Flanagan Gainey, and Mandy Zint Gainey. Ted’s 
beloved friends at Greenville Yoga, the Esso Club, 
and the “cheap seats” at the Clemson baseball field 
all mourn his death, as well.

There will be a celebration of his life in the Clem-
son area, to be announced through their network 
of friends. The family will hold another service at 
a later date.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to 
SCETV or to your local library.

Visit RobinsonFuneralHomes.com or Duckett-Rob-
inson Funeral Home & Cremations, Central-Clemson 
Commons, Central.
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Theodore F. Balk

AUGUSTA, GA - Trina 
J. Dawson, 59, of Augus-
ta, passed away on April 
12, 2022 in Augusta, GA.

Trina was born on 
December 23, 1962 in 
Augusta to Thomas W. 
Penley and Nellie Ray 
Penley. She worked as a 
registered nurse for The 
Place.

Funeral services were 
held on Friday, April 
15, 2022 at 2 p.m. in the 

Reach Out Ministries Church with Rev. Don Mc-
Cormick officiating. Burial followed in the Barnwell 
County Memorial Cemetery by the airport. The fam-
ily received friends one-hour prior to the service at 
the church. Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell assisted 
the family.

Trina is survived by her parents, a son, David 
“Chris” Jones Sr. of Augusta, Ga.; grandchildren, 
David Christopher Jones Jr. and Allison Ann Jones; 
brother, Tomas W. Penley Jr.; aunts and uncles, Diane 
and Clyde Ray, Daryl and Barbara Snider; cousins 
Bart Weeks, Jacob Weeks, Matt Penley, Tammy Ray, 
Angie Ray, Heather Ray, and Ashley Penley.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
The People-Sentinel 4/20/22

Trina J Dawson

BLACKVILLE - Fu-
neral services for Troy 
Oneal Jamison, 55, of 
Blackville, were held at 
3 o’clock p.m., Wednes-
day, April 13, 2022, at 
the First Baptist Church 
of Blackville with the 
Reverend Ken Frederick 
officiating; burial fol-
lowed in the Jamison 
Family Cemetery, Hwy. 
3, Blackville. The family 
received friends from 1 

o’clock p.m. until the time of the service at the church 
on Wednesday. Memorial contributions may be given 
to the Leukemia Society, 2859 Paces Ferry Rd. Over-
look III Building 725, Atlanta, GA 30339. 

Troy passed away on Monday, April 11, 2022.
Born in Barnwell County, he was a son of Jeanette 

Handberry Jamison and the late Brantley David 
Jamison. Troy was a graduate of Jefferson Davis 
Academy, was a member of Healing Springs Baptist 
Church, and attended the First Baptist Church of 
Blackville. He was a self-employed farmer and cattle-
man for Troy Jamison Farms. In 2017, Troy and Sarah 
were given the Young Farmer of the Year Award for 
their farming and conservation achievements. He 
loved hunting, trapping, fishing, and he loved to 
work along with his sons on the farm. He loved his 
wife, children, grandchildren, mother, brother, and 
sister and they will miss him deeply. Troy was an 
avid Clemson Fan.

In addition to his mother, Jeanette Jamison, survi-
vors include his loving wife of 28 years, Sarah Rosier 
Jamison; sons, Bradley Oneal Jamison (Cheyenne) of 
Ulmer and Trenton Ray Jamison of Blackville; a sister, 
Theresa J. (Curtis) Dowling of Columbia; a brother, 
Michael “Mike” (Mary Anne) Jamison of Blackville; 
grandchildren, Allee Nicole Jamison and Brantley 
Oneal Jamison; mother-in-law, Lisa  Dixon Rosier; 
sisters-in-law, Ashley (Mike) Chavis, Jasmine (Bran-
don) Mizzel; a brother-in-law, Ronnie (Kayla) Rosier; 
and a number of nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the 
family with arrangements. Visit the online registry 
at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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       olar power is the __________ provided by the sun. 
         There are many _______ for people working to turn 
the sun’s energy into electricity to ___________ homes, 
businesses and more.

The sunlight that hits the earth in just one day could power 
the _________ for more than 25 years! The sun has plenty 
of energy for us. Now there are jobs for people to capture it 
and turn it into _________________.

In the field of solar power, there are different kinds of jobs. 
There are scientists who make tools and batteries for 
collecting and _________ solar energy. There are even 
more jobs for people who install solar power systems in 
people’s homes and ______________.

Standards Link: Reading/Writing: Understand 
“newspaper” format for articles.

Choose a story in this newspaper. 
Cut out the headline or write the 
headline in the box below.

HOW did the reporter find out this 
event had happened? (Who told 
the newspaper editors?)

What questions did the reporter 
ask for the story?

What other questions would YOU 
ask people involved in this event?

Attention Teachers!
Download the Kid Scoop Reporter’s 
Corner Guide for Teachers at 
www.kidscoop.com.

Solar collectors capture heat 
during the day and store it 
through the night. Often collectors 
are flat boxes painted black because 
that color absorbs the most heat. 
Inside are small, water-filled pipes. 
The sun heats water through a 
glass cover. The heated water 
is pumped into homes, 
providing hot water and 
heat. This is called 
Active Solar Energy.

What do you want to be when you grow up? Have you ever thought about working in the field of solar energy?

Replace the missing words.

Tall plant with yellow petals and tasty seeds for snacking
Lit by the sun
When the sun goes behind the horizon in the evening
Ice cream topped with fruit, syrup and whipped cream
Device that tells the time of day with a shadow
To take a wrong meaning

Made music with voice
The first day of the week
An unusually large ocean wave, often causes major 
damage
A ray of light

1.
2.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.

4.

Standards Link: Identify Adjectives; 
write in a variety of genres.

Look through the newspaper for five or 
more words that describe the sun and 

what it does. Use these words to write a 
paragraph or a poem about The Sun.

Sunny Words

A Solar Power Job is 
a Good Career!

Capturing the Sun’s Energy

Replace the missing vowels to find 
out the many ways working in solar 

energy is a good career.

Find the two suns that match.

You  get  to  h_lp  supply  
people with the p_wer  they  
n_ _d in  th_ _r   h_m_s, 
sch_ _ls  and  b_siness_s.

Your  w_rk  h_lps  to  r_d_ce 
the  imp_cts  of  cl_m_te 
ch_nge.

The  p_y  is  v_ry  g_ _d. 

Th_re  will  be  l_ts  of  jobs  in 
this  f_ _ld  in  the  f_t_re.

1

2 3

4 5

6

7

8

To 
home

Sunlight heats 
pipes
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Tree Poems
What do trees mean to you? 

What do you love about them? 
Write a poem about a tree.

The noun career means a job 
or field of work that someone 

does over many years.

CAREER

Try to use the word career 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My mom has a 20-year 
career in the banking 

industry.

This week’s word:

3
4

5 6

87

0
1

2

9

The sun is covered with spots!
Use the spots to solve the
mystery questions.

How far is the sun
from the Earth?

million miles

What is the diameter
of the sun?

miles.,
(1.4 million km)

(149.6 million km)

How long does it take
the sun to make one
complete rotation?

Earth days

Never look directly at
the sun as this can

damage your eyesight!

WARNING!

ANSWER: Sunny side up.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Compose formal letters.

Solar Energy Careers
Look through your newspaper for ads or 
articles about companies that install solar 
panels. Write a letter to the company and ask 
them what kinds of jobs they have.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

P

T

H

G

I

L

N

U

S

BATTERIES

SUNLIGHT

STORING

SYSTEMS

HOMES

CLIMATE

ENERGY

FUTURE

SOLAR

POWER

HEAT

WORK

HELP

SUN

PAY

H

S

U

N

P

T

A

E

H

O

E

M

R

N

O
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E

M
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E
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I
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U
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A
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K

U
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U

E

S

T
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S

A
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L
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R

E
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B

C

L

I
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E

Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 
for elementary school children by providing 

interactive, engaging and relevant 
age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-profit, visit kidscoopnews.org

All of the words in 
this crossword puzzle 
contain the letters 
S-U-N.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level appropriate 
words correctly.

Barnwell School District 45 thanks our 
families and community members for 

supporting our schools!

WARHORSE PRIDE
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Education

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter

for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Cut out the letters O and
W from the headlines.

Then cut out the
letters, H, N, B, and R.

Show your child how you
can spell the words how,
now, brown, cow using

the letters O and W.

 With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
 that start with the same
sound as the letter C in

cow.

Point to the number
4 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Wad up a newspaper page
and wrap it with tape to

make a ball. Tell your child
to listen to you say a list

of words. When you say a
word that starts with the

letter C your child should
throw the ball into the air

and try to catch it!

Catch It!How Now Brown
Cow

Talking PicturesMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

C is for Cow

c is for cow

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter C. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

On one page of the
newspaper search for an
upper case letter C and a
lower case letter c. Draw
a line to connect the two.

Can you find more
upper case and lower case

C-c pairs?

Big C, Little c
With your child, find

and circle the color red

in today’s newspaper.
Then count

the number of times
you found the color red.

Repeat with other
colors.

Counting Colors
Look through the

newspaper for pictures
of animals. (Remember,
people are animals too!)

Together, imitate the
sounds the animals make.

If it is a picture of a
person, make up
something for the

person to say.

How many              ?

How many         ?

cowboys

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the C sound like the word
cow?

cans

Carla Cow shivered in the snow.
The farmer said, “Get inside! Go!”
Carla said, “I’m not as cold as I seem.
And how else can I make ice cream?”

Look at the shapes of the clouds. Look at the spots on the
cow. Draw a line from each cloud shape to the spot on the

cow that it matches.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date

Vol. 21  No. 20               © 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor             Jeff Schinkel, Designer/Illustrator

On February 24, the 
guidance department and 
8th grade teachers took 
8th graders from Willis-
ton-Elko Middle School 
for a visit to the Barnwell 
County Career Center. 

Students were able to 
talk with the center’s di-
rector Mr. Augustine, 
school counselor Mr. 
Randall, and other teach-
ers who teach classes on 
the different programs 
offered at the career cen-
ter. Scholars were able to 
explore careers in Auto 
Mechanics, Mechatronics, 
Mechanical Design, Elec-

tricity, Welding, Health 
Science, Criminal Jus-
tice, Law Enforcement, 
Cyber Security, Building 
Construction, Marketing 
Education, Cosmetology, 

and Agriculture Educa-
tion. It was interesting 
to see the students being 
poured into by the bril-
liant staff at the Career 
Center. 

Most students can start 
taking classes in the 10th 
grade, but they have 
some programs available 
for 9th graders to start if 
they can show they are 

mature enough to handle 
the equipment and have 
good behavior. 

We hope to take our 
scholars on a college visit 
so they can see what op-

tions they have, such as if 
they want to go directly 
into the workforce after 
high school, attend a two-
year or four-year college, 
or pursue a military career. 

WEMS students tour career center
Contributed 

Williston District 29

Robbie Randall, guidance counselor at Barnwell County Career Center, gives 

Williston-Elko Middle School students a tour of the center. 

Travis Morehead, cyber security instructor, talks to 

prospective students from Williston. 

D19/D29 
teachers of year

ABOVE: Kelly Edwards Elementary School Principal Monique 

Smalls and TOY April Smith (kindergarten). 

AT RIGHT: Williston-Elko High 

Principal John Bradley and TOY 

Mary Wright (special education)

AT LEFT: Blackville-Hilda High 

Principal Christina Snider and 
TOY Lisa Nelson (business)

AT LEFT: Williston-Elko 

Middle TOY Doug Vincent. 

Not pictured: Principal Dr. 

Austria Bradley

AT RIGHT: Macedonia 

Elementary-Middle Principal 

Eryl Smalls and TOY Kendra 

Bryson (5th grade)
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through 5th grade re-
vealed there was a 38 per-
cent increase in reading 
levels and a 35 percent 
increase in math levels 
from the fall to winter.

“Our students and fac-
ulty have proved that 
hard work produces re-
sults. We cannot wait 
to see what next year 

holds,” said Principal 
Smalls. 

Antira Roberts, parent 
of fourth grader Tyler 
Roberts, shared why she 
is so thrilled about the 
new STEM U Lab. “I’m 
excited about the oppor-
tunities [Tyler] will have 
to compete with other 
students in the state and 

the nation. It’s that extra 
push in the science, tech-
nology, and engineering 
department that he may 
have not gotten until 
middle school or high 
school.” Although Ty-
ler was initially unsure 
about the lab, he said he 
is also very excited to 
participate in the STEM 

U lab and he is especially 
looking forward to learn-
ing more about science.

To learn more about 
STEM U, LLC, visit www.
stemullc.com.

STEM: New lab opens new possibilities at Kelly Edwards Elementary FROM PAGE 1A

American Legion 
Department of 
South Carolina 

2022 Rifle Raffle 

Here is a list of the July prices, but more will be awarded through August 24
th

. 

July 2    Benelli Nova 12/26 Bottomland 
 12 Ga 
July 3    IWI Zion Z-15 5.56 
July 4    Ruger Mini Thirty 7.62X39 7.62 
July 5    Browning A-Bolt 308 
July 6    Rossi Gallery Pump Wood 
 22LR 
July 7    Benelli Nova 12/28 Max 5 12 
 Ga 
July 8    Ruger American 6.5 Creedmoor 
July 9    Browning A-Bolt 30-06 
July 10   Savage Axis Timber Camo 243 
July 11   Rossi R522 Semi-Automatic 
 Rifle 22 LR 
July 12   Rock Island VRBO 12 Coy 
 Brown 12 Ga 
July 13   Benelli Montefeltro 20x26 max-
 5 20 Ga 
July 14   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 15   Savage AXIS-XP Blk 243 
July 16   Browning A5 12/26 Timber Camo       
 12 Ga 

July 17   Rossi Gallery 22 Pump Wood 
 22 LR 
July 18   Benelli SBE3 12/26  
 Bottomland 12 Ga 
July 19   Bergara B-14 6.5 Creedmore 
July 20   Typhoon X12 AR Shotgun 
 Green 12 Ga 
July 21   Stevens 320 12/18.5 12 Ga 
July 22   Ruger 10/22 RPF 1151 22 LR 
July 23   Beretta A300 Outlander Max-5 
 12/28 12 Ga 
July 24   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 25   Savage Axis Timber Camo 223 
July 26   Benelli M4 12/18.5” BLK 12 Ga 
July 27   Savage Axis Black 6.5  
 Creedmoor 
July 28   Typhoon X12 AR Shotgun 
 Grey 12 Ga 
July 29   Ruger 10/22 RB 1103 22 LR 
July 30   PSA PA-15 Rifle 300 Blackout 
July 31   Benelli Nova 12/26 Bottomland 
 12 Ga 

For more information, call Mr. James Dunbar at 803-707-2931,  
Mr. David Kenner at 803-383-1337, Mr. Albert Pressley at 803-541-1815 ,  

RJ Brown at 803-541-2799 or contact any member of the American Legion Post #253. 

American Legion Post #253 in Blackville is selling tickets to a 
statewide rifle raffle as part of its 2022 fundraising campaign.  

They will raffle 52 rifles on 52 consecutive days  
between July 1 and August 24.  

Prizes to be provided by Palmetto State Armory. 
TICKETS ARE $25 EACH. 

‘Kelly’ great with dogs, people
Kelly is this 

week's Adopt-
able Pet of the Week 
from the Barnwell 
County Animal Shelter. 

Kelly is a unique 
mixed breed. She is 
grey and white and 
about one to two years 
old. 

"She is good with 
other dogs but not cats. 
She is friendly to ev-
eryone she meets. She 
is awaiting an active 
family that will keep 
up with her energy," said shelter manager Marlena 
Ray. 

Consider adding her to your family.
The Barnwell County Animal Shelter is open 

Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to meet and greet animals. Stop 
by to meet Kelly or any of the other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

STEM U Lab surprises KEES with $1,000 contribution.A scholar explores virtual reality equipment.

Priceless moment as 

scholars and attendees 

take their first glance in 

the new lab.

The Blackville Muse-
um will be open on Sat-
urday, May 28, from 2-4 
p.m. to unveil its new 
World War II exhibit.  

This exhibit will dis-
play photographs, infor-
mation and artifacts con-
nected to the local men 
and women who served 

in the military during 
that time. This will not 
be a part of the perma-
nent museum displays, 
but will be available for 
several months. Mem-
bers of the public are 
welcome to make an ap-
pointment to visit if they 
are unable to attend the 
May 28th opening. Please 
call President Joan Mc-
Donald at 803-284-3267 
or Vice President Marla 

Jameson at 803-300-0520 
for more information. 

Most of the active par-
ticipants in World War II 
are now deceased, and 
those still living who 
experienced life dur-
ing that era were quite 
young at the time. It is 
important for us to doc-
ument the participation 
of our citizens in World 
War II and make this 
information available to 

Blackville Museum preparing special WWII exhibit
our children. So many 
memories have been lost 
to time and neglect. 

The sacrifices and 
heartaches of those who 
served as well as those 
left at home cannot be 
overstated. According 
to the statistics from 
the National World War 
II Museum, the United 
States suffered military 
deaths of 416,800. 

It is sometimes dif-
ficult to put individual 
faces on such a large 
number of deaths. The 
Blackville Museum has 
tried, on a very small 
scale, to do just that. 

Horry Hartzog was killed 
in action in France on 
September 26, 1944. 

William Edward (Billy) 
Lancaster was lost at sea with 
the sinking of the USS Bates 
off the coast of Okinawa)

Contributed Photos

Contributed
Blackville Museum
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Barnwell High School 
held its prom on Friday, 

April 8 in the school gym, 
which was elegantly deco-

rated for the occasion.

BHS Prom Court 

2022

Photos by: Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Princess Cici Tyler, Prince 
Christian Smith, Queen 

Britoria Grayson, and King 
Russell Branch. 
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Home&
Garden

A Williston family is 
sharing tips from their 
experience as home gar-
deners. 

Bradley and Margo 
Huggins work hard to 

live off the land by grow-
ing a variety of fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs 
throughout the year. 
They also raise chickens 
to provide fresh eggs 
and meat. Additionally, 
they buy local beef and 
Bradley hunts.

“It’s powerful to be 
able to grow your 
o w n  f o o d  a n d 
ve r y  h u m b l i n g 
to go through the 
learning process 
of it,” said Margo, 
who works in the 
agricultural field 
and has concerns 
about food short-
ages. Bradley is a 
property claims ad-
juster with Liberty 
Mutual. 

The couple start-
ed gardening when 

they were dating in Lex-
ington. They moved to 
Williston in the summer 
of 2017 after purchasing 
a home with two acres 
of land. While Bradley’s 
job as a property claims 
adjuster prompted the 
move, the couple was 
excited to move to a 
small town that is family 
oriented. Though they 
downsized their home, 
the move gave them a 
much larger yard. 

Over the last five years, 
the couple has trans-
formed the bare backyard 
into a sprawling gar-
den known as Rivendell 
Farms, named for their 
old street in Lexington.

“It’s fun to learn about 
your own property, and 
there’s a lot of teamwork 
that goes with having 

a farmette,” 
said Margo.

From last 
year’s green-
house to the 
new 1,000-gal-
lon rainwater 
c a t c h m e n t 
system com-
ing later this 
year ,  there 
is  always a 
project to do. 
Margo said 
Bradley works 
hard to bring her 
ideas to life.

The farm is a labor of 
love and hard work. 

The couple documents 
their farm adventures 

at www.face-
book.com/riv-
endellfarmssc. 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Adam’s Nursery

Bamberg, Barnwell Adult 

Education

Ivy Garden Club

Jerome’s Furniture & More

Moody’s Pressure Washing

SWAT Pest Control

Williams Farm & Garden

In the Community:
Humble Acres Organics

Williston Family Story

How to’s for the perfect home and garden:
Tips for expanding your garden

Tips for adding farmhouse-style

5 exterior home upgrades

Garden grows fresh produce, 
family bonds

Local Sponsors for Every Home & Garden Need:

in Barnwell County 

See Garden, B3

Bradley Huggins carries some 

fresh carrots.

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. ⬧⬧ Sat. 8 a.m. to Noon 

New Arrrivals! 

Fresh Bundles  

available in  

Red Bounty & Amelia 

Tomato Plants are in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also Bell Pepper,  

Sweet Banana Pepper, 

Cayenne Pepper &  

some onion. 

Whether you’re looking to have your 

residential, commercial, or storefront 

cleaned, Moody’s Pressure Washing will 

effectively remove dirt, mold, mildew, 

oxidation, gum, graffiti, and other 

unwanted contaminants leaving your 

property fully protected and looking 

fresh again!

BEFORE AFTER

SWAT INC.

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  
The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  

The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. 

OWNER: EMMA NEAL
PHONE: 803-259-1246

FAX: 803-541-6016

CHRISTOPHER NEAL
CELL: 803-240-2003

COLUMBIA: 803-736-TEAM

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  
The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. 

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  
The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. 

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPllaanntt  SSaallee  
The Ivy Garden Club of Williston, SC is hosting a 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  77,,  22002222  
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

in the parking lot of  
Folk Funeral Home. 

Bradley and his daughter work together.

Margo Huggins prepares the soil for planting.
Mae and Evie Huggins help pot plants.
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A Barnwell County 
farm is helping garden-
ers and farmers across 
three states grow organic 
goods. 

Humble Acres Farm 
in Blackville is a fourth-
generation farming op-
eration that dates back 
to 1923. It is owned and 
operated by the McCor-
mick family. Hatching 
eggs, organic compost 
and bio-fertilizer are the 
major commodities pro-
duced on the farm today.

“Sustainable envi-
ronmental practices are 

used in all phases of op-
erations. We believe in 
feeding the soil with en-
vironmentally-friendly 
organic products and us-
ing practices that encour-
age the development of 
a strong microbial com-
munity. These practices 

include crop rotations, 
reduced tillage, compost 
applications, and plant-
ing cover crops,” states 
humbleacresorganics.
com. 

Humble Acres Organic 
Compost started as a 
way to use chicken poop 
from the family’s chicken 
houses. Owner Tim Mc-
Cormick began to study 
composting and soon 

created his first batch of 
compost in 2006. After 
that batch didn’t turn 
out very good, Tim sent 
his son Kevin to a class in 
Florida where he learned 
more about the proper 
elements and techniques 
needed to make compost. 

They learned they were 
drying out their compost 
and needed more car-
bon sources to go with 
manure, a source of ni-
trogen. 

“You really have to 
have a recipe like a cake,” 
said Tim. 

The McCormicks re-
vamped their recipe to 
include more carbon 
sources, such as coffee 

beans, wood ash and 
sawdust. This made a 
significant difference in 
the compost. 

Batches of the compost 
are made in rows. Ingre-
dients are blended regu-
larly, and water is added 
when the recipe is too 
dry. As the batch heats 
up, good bacteria help 
break down the ingredi-
ents while bad bacteria 
are killed. A minimum 
of three months is needed 
for the process.

“It gets better the lon-
ger you wait. Most com-
panies want fast, and the 
quality is not always as 
good if it’s not cooked 
as long,” said Tim. “Ev-
erybody told me they 
couldn’t believe it had 
chicken manure because 
it didn’t smell.”

Many other compost 
products are peat based, 
which can lead to mold 
issues. That’s not the case 
for Humble Acres’ prod-
ucts which have higher 
levels of phosphorus and 
calcium from the organic 
ingredients. This leads to 
extra blooms on plants 
and is what led to the 
Bloomin’ EZ name. 

“Organic  compost 
makes for a healthier 
plant. Our product is 

tested through Clem-
son,” said Ryan Delk, 
Tim’s son-in-law, who 
is involved in the family 
business. 

Humble Acres Organ-
ics sells three products 
- Bloomin’ EZ Organic 
Compost, Bloomin’ EZ 
Organic Potting Soil, 
and I Can’t Believe It’s 
Chicken Manure com-
post. They are used in 
many farms to grow sod, 
conventional and organic 
produce, and organic 
pastures.

“Amazing results in 
just 10 days! On April 8 
we planted two identical 
tomato plants, one in I 
Can’t Believe It’s Chicken 
Compost with perlite 
added and the other in 
Our Triple Crown Com-
post with perlite add-
ed - no other fertilizer 
was added. The chicken 
compost has 2.5 percent 
calcium, which is great 
for growing tomatoes. It 
is fully composted and 
will not burn - nor does 
it have any odor,” stated 
a review by All Seasons 
Mulch Charleston.

Humble Acres Organ-
ics started small by sell-
ing locally in Barnwell 
County, but now has 
more than 100 retail part-

ners in South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Georgia, 
and Tennessee. Annual 
production is more than 
3,000 tons.

“We’ve doubled our 
production in the last few 
years. A lot of people are 
gardening,” said Tim, 
who believes the COV-
ID-19 pandemic led more 
people to start gardening 
as they were stuck at 
home.

The McCormick family 
thanks their customers 
for supporting them over 
the years. “Our goal is 
to see them prosper as 
well,” said Tim, who 
gives back to the Barn-
well community garden 
and other projects. 

They hope to continue 
growing the business, in-
cluding partnering with 
more industries who 
want to keep organic 
waste out of landfills 
and promoting the im-
portance of agriculture 
to lawmakers. 

For more information 
on Humble Acres Or-
ganics, including a list of 
retailers, or to purchase 
products online, visit 
www.humbleacresor-
ganics.com or www.face-
book.com/humbleacres-
organics. 

Recipe for success: Organic compost 
has humble beginnings in Blackville
Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Home&Garden

 

  

Stop by today 
and pick out 
your planters 
and annuals.  

Spruce Up  
Your porch! 

10066 Ellenton Street, Barnwell 
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ⬧ (803) 259-5631 

Course offerings:
• GED Preparation • High School Diploma

 • WorkKeys Testing • Math Skills Upgrade 
 • Reading Skills Upgrade • GED Boot Camps 

Locations: 
 • 10370 Ellenton Street, Barnwell
 • 3788 Faust Street, Bamberg

Transportation and childcare are available upon request.

Contact:
• Joye Hallman, Director 

• Rebecca Guerry, Student Services Coordinator

Call us today: (803) 541-6021 (Barnwell offi ce)
Visit us online at WWW.BBAED.ORG

“Like” us on Facebook

Locations: 
 • 10370 Ellenton Street, Barnwell
 • 3788 Faust Street, Bamberg • 3788 Faust Street, Bamberg

Contact:
• Joye Hallman, Director 

• • Rebecca Guerry,Rebecca Guerry, Student Services CoordinatorStudent Services Coordinator Jerome’s Furniture & More 

Get the like new furniture and unique 
antiques for a fraction of the retail cost.  

4761 West Street, Williston, SC ⬧ (803) 260-4340 

Hours: Tues. thru Sat.  10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.  

Ryan Delk, Kevin McCormick, and Tim McCormick keep Humble Acres running.

A machine making compost rows in order to provide the balanced recipe for the best plant growth.



The People-Sentinel • Wednesday, April 20, 2022 • Page 3B

Jerome’s Furniture & More 

Get the like new furniture and unique 
antiques for a fraction of the retail cost.  

4761 West Street, Williston, SC ⬧ (803) 260-4340 

Hours: Tues. thru Sat.  10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.  

Home&Garden
Garden: Williston family shares gardening tips

Starting Small
The garden started 

small but has been ex-
tended over the past two 
years. 

The couple’s Lexing-
ton garden was a 4-foot 
by 8-foot raised bed on 
their quarter-acre lot. 
Their garden in Willis-
ton now spreads across 
an 1/8 acre space in the 
couple’s backyard, sec-
tioned off into quadrants 
to separate the differ-
ent crops. Raised beds 
of herbs and flowering 
perennials form a color-
ful border around the 
garden’s exterior.

“I prefer raised bed 
g a r d e n i n g  b e c a u s e 
there’s less weeds,” said 
Margo, a member of the 
Ivy Garden Club. 

They start most of their 
plants from seed, but also 
constantly buy and rehab 
plants for fun. Howev-
er, for those who don’t 
want to grow plants from 
seeds, she said the local 
farm and garden stores 
offer a great selection of 
plants. They often sell 
any extra plants they 
have started.

Their beds are cur-
rently filled with carrots, 
onions, sugar snap peas, 
broccoli, potatoes, lettuce, 
cucumbers, loofa, toma-
toes, squash, and basil, 
plus a variety of flowers. 
 
Learning & Growing

Though Margo works 
in the agricultural field 
selling NexGen cotton 
seed for Americot, she 
and her husband are 
not expert gardeners. 
They’ve learned every-
thing through research 
and trial and error. 

“You’re always going 
to fail and learn from 
it,” said Margo. “Learn 
from your successes and 
mistakes.”

The failures only make 
you stronger. 

After seven years of 
gardening, the couple 
has learned a thing or 
two about proper 
gardening tech-
niques. 

“Be mind-
ful of what, 
when, and 
w h e r e . 
S o m e 
p l a n t s 
need a 
s o l i d 
s i x 
h o u r s 
of light 
w h i l e 
s o m e 
w a n t 
s h a d e .
S o m e 
types of 
plants do 
n o t  m i x 
we l l  w i t h 
other types 
ofplants. It’s im-
portant to know 
frost dates and what 
to plant when,” said 
Margo. For example, 
strawberries should be 
planted in the fall, and 
lettuces do not do well 
in our hot South Carolina 
summers.

For others interested in 
starting a garden, Brad-
ley and Margo have a 
few quick tips:

• You don’t need a 
bunch of acreage. Pots 
and other containers can 
allow people in small 
spaces, such as apart-
ments, to have their own 
garden.

• Start with a good 
base. They use Humble 
Acres organic compost 
and potting soil, which is 
made in Blackville. 

• Start with easy-to-
grow plants like banana 
peppers. 

• Plant flowers and 
other plants to attract 
pollinators. Zinnias are 
super easy to grow from 
seed sown directly into 
the soil.

• S t a r t 
small. “Don’t bite off 
more than you can chew 
because then it becomes 
very stressful and labor 
intensive,” Margo said. 

• Beware of insects and 
diseases that can devas-
tate a crop. 

• Make it a family af-
fair. The Hugginses in-
clude their two young 
daughters in their garden 
adventures. 

• Search Facebook 
Marketplace for used 
gardening equipment.

• Utilize the free re-
sources from Clemson 
Univers i ty/Clemson 
Extension, local garden 
clubs, and Facebook gar-
dening pages. Scan the 
QR code on this page 
for tips from Clemson to 
plant your garden.

“Even if you only grow 
three cherry tomatoes, 
you need to be proud of 

that,” said 
Margo.

Bradley and Mar-
go said their passion 
is to empower others 
to give gardening a try. 
 
Satisfying Results

Gardening isn’t easy 
and it involves a lot of 
hard work. However, the 
end result is worth it. 

The Hugginses enjoy 
gardening most days, al-
though the blazing sum-
mer heat can make some 
days downright tough. 

“It’s hot, nasty work to 
pick in June and July. It’s 
way more fun to garden 
in the fall because it’s 
not as hot and there is 
often less insect pressure 
to contend with,” said 
Margo. 

Though it’s dirty, hard 
work, it is very reward-
ing to harvest the fruits 
of your labor.  

“It’s satisfying to know 

I 
c a n 
raise this whole plate of 
food,” she said of eating 
the crops they grow.

One thing Margo and 
Bradley enjoy making is 
fresh pesto. They use the 
basil they grow and add 
in pecans, olive oil and 
parmesan cheese. They 
freeze it so they can enjoy 
homemade pesto all year. 

The couple grows 
enough food for their 
family and sells extra to 
other people. To enjoy 
their fresh produce all 
year, they freeze and can 
what they can’t readily 
eat or giveaway. 

Many people don’t 
think about food produc-
tion or the food supply 
chain because they just 
go to the grocery store 

a n d 
pick out 

what they 
want. Garden-

ing gives you a new 
appreciation for where 
food comes from, and 
fresh food in general.

“It makes you appreci-
ate what time and physi-
cal labor go into food 
production,” said Margo.

While they grow as 
much as they can, the 
Hugginses still grocery 
shop for some items. 
However, Margo said it’s 
important to check food 
labels to see where pro-
duce is grown and where 
meats are raised. The 
Hugginses constantly 
check to make sure that 
the food they purchase 
at the grocery store is 
American grown and 
American raised.

Their love and garden 
continue to grow.

(StatePoint) Starting a 
garden for the first time 
or expanding an exist-
ing plot is easier than 
you may think. With a 
little love and care, your 
green space will bloom 
and thrive.

“For anyone with the 
inclination, a beautiful 
lawn and garden is al-
ways within reach,” says 
Jamie Briggs, director of 
marketing, Exmark, a 
leading manufacturer of 
commercial mowers and 
equipment for landscape 
professionals and home-
owners with a lot of lawn 
to cut.

This is the driving 
idea behind “Backyard 
Smart,” a free online 
video series. These short 
explainer videos are full 
of facts and relevant in-
formation to answer your 
most common lawn and 
garden questions. The 
following planting strat-
egies come directly from 
two recent “Backyard 
Smart” episodes:

• Start With Seeds: 
Looking to add new 

plants to your garden 
and flower bed? Try 
starting from scratch. 
While most nurseries 
have limited species of 
mature plants to select 
from, there are literally 
thousands of varieties 
of seeds available at dirt 
cheap prices. A quick 
trip to the seed kiosk 
in your local hardware 
store offers the potential 
for you to enjoy flowers 
you’ve never seen and 

vegetables you’ve never 
tasted.

“It’s easy to be intimi-
dated by the prospect 
of growing plants from 
seeds but the truth is that 
all you need is soil, just 
the right amount of water 
and lots of sunshine,” 
says Briggs. “Nature will 
handle the rest.”

• Practice “Compan-
ion Planting”: Whether 
it’s growing marigolds 
alongside tomatoes to 
block bad bugs or plant-
ing corn next so squash to 

provide shade, plants are 
kind of like people, they 
do better with a buddy. 
Companion plants help 
block weeds, prevent 
pests, create fertile soil, 
promote pollination and 
offer plants a place to 
climb. In fact, people 
have been practicing this 
technique for centuries to 
create vigorous gardens.

For more entertaining, 
easy-to-understand ap-
proaches to making the 
most of your outdoor 
spaces, check out the Ex-

mark Backyard Life site 
at exmark.com/backyard.

I f  y o u ’ ve  a l wa y s 
dreamed of having your 
own, homegrown, fruits 
and vegetables in your 
cooking, or brightening 
your home with fresh-cut 
flowers, there is no better 
time than the present to 
pursue this dream. The 
long sunshiny days of 
summer are ideal for 
developing your green 
thumb.

to Start or 
Expand Your 
Garden and 
Make it Thrive

Seeds are a cost-effective way to start or expand a colorful, eclectic garden.

Adam’s Nursery

Ivy Garden Club

SWAT Pest Control

Williams Farm & Garden

Visit these local sponsors that can 
help with your garden needs:

From page B1
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(StatePoint) When it comes to home design, farmhouse style represents a 
total intersection of beauty and practicality, making it no surprise that many 
are embracing this traditional look today. Whatever architectural style your 
home is, adding key design elements can help you get in on best aspects of the 
farmhouse trend. Here are a few renovations to consider:

• An updated porch: Adding a front porch or expanding an existing porch 
will not only add charming farmhouse-style curb appeal, but extend your 
outdoor living area as well. Be sure to take as much care decorating your 
porch as you would any other room of your home. Include comfy furni-
ture, like rocking chairs and a porch swing, complete with cushions. Add 
potted plants for a touch of vibrant greenery, lantern wall sconces for illu-
mination, and outdoor rugs for coziness. Don’t forget the entryway. Make 
it more inviting with seasonal wreaths and a cheerful welcome mat.

• Board ‘n batten siding: Imparting a rustic, handmade quality to any 
home, even those built-in contemporary styles, “board ‘n batten” is a 
centuries-old siding design that encapsulates the appeal of farmhouse-
style homes. The term “batten” refers to the strip of molding placed across 
the joint between boards. The resulting look boasts an attractive geometry 
of strong vertical lines balanced by a sense of texture across the horizontal 
face. While the look is traditional, you can pair it with the very latest in 
siding technology. For example, CedarMAX Insulated Siding from ProVia 
comes in many styles, including board ‘n batten. This complete thermal 
cladding system offers continuous insulation for maximum energy sav-
ings. With five times greater impact resistance than regular siding and a 
weather barrier shield, this is not just a charming aesthetic upgrade, but 
one that will improve the comfort of your home for years to come.

• Metal roofing: There’s a reason metal roofing plays prominently into 
the design of authentic farmhouses -- they are built to last. That’s truer 
than ever today, thanks to advances in metal roofing technology. Offer-
ing superior color retention, long-term reliability, energy efficiency and 
environmental friendliness, architectural-grade metal shingle roofing is an 
upgrade that can add both beauty and value to your home. In the case of 
ProVia’s Metal Slate Roofing, which is designed to look like classic quar-
ried slate shingles, you can draw on the beauty of nature in shades of gray 
and brown, while enjoying proven protec-
tion from hail, wind, rain, and corrosion.

• Interior touches: Restyle your home’s in-
terior to be farmhouse-inspired with a few 
renovations. Classic looks include neutral 
walls, such as matte shades of beige, grays 
and creams, shabby chic furniture -- think 
wicker, distressed wood and reclaimed 
lumber -- and hardwood flooring. Con-
sider dusting off a few hand-me-downs or 
visiting antique shops and estate sales for 
one-of-a-kind finds. Above all, be sure to 
prioritize comfort, warmth, and practical-
ity.

To embrace everything that a home should be 
-- an inviting place to gather with friends and 
family -- add farmhouse-style touches to your 
home, indoors and out.

to Add Tips Farmhouse-Style 
Elements to Your 

Home Design

(StatePoint) Want to make some seri-
ous exterior home upgrades that improve 
your safety and comfort, add beauty to 
your home and deliver a return on your 
investment? Here are five projects that do 
just that:

1. Install storm doors: Storm doors give 
you the option of letting in more light and 
ventilation on fair weather days, while 
protecting your entry door from harsh 
conditions and weathering. There are 
many ways to customize this upgrade to 
meet your aesthetic and functional needs. 
Options from ProVia include retractable 
screens at the top and bottom for more 
venting options, as well as stylish designs 
and colors for instant curb appeal. Families 
might want to consider storm doors featur-
ing heavy-duty, non-removable stainless 
steel screens ideal for keeping children and 
pets safely inside.

2. Get summer-ready: Extend your 
home’s outdoor living area just in time for 
summer -- plus substantially increase your 
home value -- with the addition of a deck, 
patio or porch. Whether you add a small 
hibachi grill or get as involved as installing 
a full outdoor kitchen, be sure to include 
an area to prepare and enjoy meals. A few 
key touches, like string lights and potted 
plants, along with cozy furniture, can make 
the space feel homey.

3. Replace patio doors: If your patio 
doors are drafty or get stuck easily, it may 
be time for an ENERGY STAR-certified 
replacement. Endure sliding glass patio 
doors from ProVia come standard with 
ComforTech Warm Edge Glazing, a high-
tech glass package that measurably im-
proves thermal performance for greater ef-
ficiency and reduced interior condensation. 

These doors also have increased sound abatement and meet the most stringent 
industry standards for storm protection, ease of entry and forced entry. Addition-
ally, options for interior woodgrain and exterior paint colors, varying internal 
grid styles and patterns, and multiple choices for decorative glass, internal blinds 
and hardware allow for customization to fit your personal aesthetic.

4. Lower bills: Did you know that you can lower your bills and add natural 
beauty and privacy to your property by planting trees strategically? In summer, 
the shade that trees create can help keep your home cool. In winter, they can 
help block wind and prevent drafts. The Utah State University Forest Extension 
recommends locating trees no closer than 2.5 times their mature height to the 
south of a building to avoid winter shading. They also suggest knowing the size 
and other characteristics of a particular species before planting to avoid future 
problems, such as hitting power lines.

5. Protect your home: If you live in an area prone to extreme weather -- heavy 
rain, hail, driving wind, frigid temperatures, or scorching heat -- your home 
needs protection against the elements. CedarMAX insulated vinyl siding pro-
vides defense against these harsh conditions and improves energy efficiency as 
well. The insulation contributes to the rigidity of the panel, increases durability, 
and provides five times greater impact resistance over hollow siding, protecting 
against damage by hail, high winds, or contact with your child’s fastball. Color 
and beauty are also huge factors in this home improvement decision; Cedar-
MAX offers many options to customize the look with both neutral and bold 
colors and coordinated accessories. It’s resistant to fading, chalking, cracking, 
peeling, and thermal expansion and contraction, making it a sound investment 
for years to come.

It’s important to see a tangible return on larger home upgrades. The best 
projects to consider are those that increase your home value, save you money, 
and add beauty and comfort to your home.

Exterior Home Up-
grades That Deliver a 
Return on Investment5

Adam’s Nursery & Gift Shop

Jerome’s Furniture & More

Moody’s Pressure Washing

SWAT Pest Control

Visit our local sponsors for all of 
your home needs:










