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Local heroes made Kaydence Chavis (center) feel like a superhero herself on Jan. 9 by presenting her the 
Captain America shield. This came just one day before Chavis underwent surgery to remove a tumor. Pictured 
left to right: Officer Ortiz (Barnwell Police Dept.), Trooper Logan Link (S.C. Highway Patrol), Chavis, Barnwell 
firefighter Blake Towne, Shawn Howze (Barnwell Police Dept.), Barnwell Police Chief Lamaz Robinson, and 
Lt. Boots (Barnwell Police Dept.). Contributed Photos

“You’re fired, but we ap-
preciate your service!”

That was the message Barn-
well County Council sent to 
the board and executive direc-
tor of Generations Unlimited 
through a unanimous vote 
during a special-called coun-
cil meeting on Feb. 22.

“The governance of the 
board is transferred to Barn-
well County Council,” said 
Councilman Freddie Houston 
as he made a motion to dis-
solve the board. “We believe 
it’s in the best interest of 
Barnwell County to assume 
governance.”

The now-former GU board 
members are Janet Creighton, 
Pat Rodgers, Ed Felton, Tom 
Byrne, Dianne Weeks, Vorise 
Peeples, John Haskell, and 
Gwendolyn Littlejohn.

Regarding the firing of 
Lisa Firmender as executive 
director, Houston said in a 
separate motion that council 
believes a new direction is 
needed in order to “reconcile 
differences” between council 
and Firmender.

“The county is grateful for 
your dedication and service 
to this agency, but the Barn-
well County Council believes 
because of irreconcilable dif-
ferences, it is in the best inter-
est of the county to take the 
governance of this agency in 
a different direction,” said 
Barnwell County Administra-
tor Tim Bennett in a letter to 

Firmender informing her of 
her immediate termination.

The People-Sentinel received 
copies of letters that were sent 
to the former board members 
and Firmender. 

The “differences” cited by 
Houston revolve around the 
finances of GU, particularly 
related to the operation of its 
Local Motion public transpor-
tation program. 

Local Motion has been 
struggling financially since 
last year due to increased 
costs and reduced revenues 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This includes a 
tremendous drop in Med-
icaid reimbursements since 
many healthcare providers 
switched to telehealth visits, 
equaling a reduction in rides 
to appointments. 

GU has historically counted 
on Medicaid funds to be their 
50 percent local match to the 
funds they receive from the 
S.C. Department of Trans-
portation. 

The financial  shortfall 

Generations 
Unlimited 

board dissolved, 
director fired

See FIRED, 12A

"I was completely terrified 
when I found out the news 
about the tumor and having 
to have surgery. I was scared I 
would be paralyzed and never 
be able to walk or play softball 
ever again,” said 11-year-old 
Kaydence Chavis about the 
life-changing ordeal she was 
recently forced to face. 

Up until the first week of 
December 2021, young Chavis 
was the picture of health, active 
as any other child on the field 
playing with her teammates 
for the new Barnwell Venom 
softball team.

“She never complained of any 
back pain or anything other than 
the stomach pain that started 
off with nausea and vomiting 
about the second week of De-
cember. That's when we went 
to her primary care doctor at 
Barnwell Family Medicine, Dr. 
Jennifer Rahn,” Chavis’ mother, 
Brittany LaCroix, explained. 
“She scheduled us immediately 
with the doctors that needed to 
be seen. So, if it wasn't for her 
there's no telling where we'd be 
right now.”

Following the initial exam, 
Dr. Rahn sent Chavis to Allen-
dale County Hospital for an ul-
trasound where they discovered 
a mass in her pelvic area. “The 
doctor explained to me it was 

a pretty good-sized tumor that 
looked like it was attached to her 
right ovary. Our next step was 
to go to the gynecologist and an 
oncologist,” LaCroix said.

Chavis’ first surgery on De-
cember 28, 2021, revealed the 
tumor was not attached to her 
ovaries, but instead was dis-
tinctly further back. “The pe-
diatric surgeon, Dr. Marian 
Symmes Johnson, MD, told us 
they closed her up because they 

couldn't do anything for her 
that day. A few hours later he 
wanted to do an MRI on her to 
get a better look at it,” LaCroix 
continued. “When we got the 
MRI results, we also met with 
a neurosurgeon because the 
MRI results showed it was sit-
ting in her pelvic cavity and it 
was attached to several nerves 
that were attached to her spinal 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Barnwell girl fights 
tumor like a champ

Children hold a sign stating "Praying 4 You!" during a parade held in 
honor of Kaydence Chavis on Jan. 9.

See SUPERHERO, 11A

The Southern Palmetto 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce has expanded its team 
as they prepare to launch a 
business innovation center. 

Bob Snead was recently 
hired as the new Program 
Coordinator to spearhead the 
development of the Palmetto 
Innovation Center at 218 
Main Street in Barnwell. 

"I’m so ecstatic to be able 
to support entrepreneurs 
and business owners in Barn-
well and Allendale with re-
sources and opportunities to 
grow their businesses,” said 
Snead, a native of Charles-
ton. “While technology and 
creativity will be at the core 

of much of what we do at the 
Innovation Center, as a serial 
entrepreneur myself, I look 

Snead hired to 
spearhead Palmetto 
Innovation Center 

Donna-Maria Conzalina
Contributing Writer

See INNOVATION, 3A

Contributed
Southern Palmetto Chamber

Bob Snead

A team of supporters, including her teammates and Barnwell City Council members, gathered at the home 
of Kaydence Chavis on Jan. 9, the day before she had surgery to remove a tumor.
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A few early signs of 
springtime are begin-
ning to show in Bam-
berg and local officials 
are forecasting that the 
downtown park project 
is expected to bloom in 
the coming months.

“The project is going 
forward,” said Bamberg 
County Administrator 
Joey Preston recently. 
“Over the winter we 
saw delays due to Covid 
and shipping issues but 
that is changing.”

The park under con-
struction off U.S. Hwy. 
601 in downtown Bam-
berg is set to include a 
stage, lighting, walking 
paths and parking area.

After several ship-
ping delays “the stage 
has now arrived in Bam-
berg,” said Preston. He 
said project engineers, 
the local building in-
spector and electricians 
have been meeting on 
the site to plan the next 
steps.

“We hope to have the 
general contractor work 
done by mid-May,” said 
Preston. “Landscaping 
will be installed after 
that and road work will 
then follow. It’s a lay-
ered process.”

The C-Fund commit-
tee has approved funds 
to be used for road work 
leading to the park. 
“Those funds can’t be 

used for a parking lot 
but it can be for streets,” 
said Preston.

He said he is hoping 
the park will be ready 
by early summer.

The park is the first 
phase of an overall 
downtown revitaliza-
tion project that is a 
partnership between 
the City of Bamberg 
and the County of Bam-
berg. It has taken sev-
eral years of planning 

but now the project is 
expected to bloom this 
spring.

Just as a plant sends 
out tendrils, construc-
tion will also feature a 
new walking trail that 
connects the downtown 
park with the Veterans 
Park, future develop-
ment of the Ness Com-
plex, and other loca-
tions nearby.

The area had been the 
site of several buildings 

which were destroyed 
by a fire in March 2019. 
The two governmental 
agencies coordinated 
to remove the remains 
of the buildings. The 
county then obtained 
ownership of the lots 
and the project moved 
forward.

The first phase of 
work is being fund-
ed with the help of a 
grant of almost $50,000 
from the state Parks, 

Recreation and Tour-
ism Department’s Park 
and Recreation Devel-
opment (PARD) Fund. 
Preston said the county 
and city have worked 
with the local state 
delegation (Rep. Justin 
Bamberg and Sen. Brad 
Hutto) and Bamberg 
Public Works to get to 
this point.

Another phase of the 
revitalization plan in-
cludes the creation of 

a welcome center and 
tourism building in one 
of the downtown build-
ings.

Enhanced parking, 
renewal of the local the-
ater, a museum and a 
market area are all part 
of the larger vision for 
downtown. 

Preston said the county 
has acquired the former 
“Grand Central Station” 
on Heritage Highway 
which will be converted 
into a commercial kitch-
en and market. He said 
he is working with an-
other community which 
has already installed a 
similar project. “We are 
taking advantage of their 
experience to hopefully 
avoid any roadblocks 
they encountered,” said 
Preston.

Also part of the project 
are enhancements to the 
Ness Recreation Com-
plex. The total vision of 
the project includes up-
grades of the basketball 
courts, several baseball/
softball fields with seat-
ing and concession area, 
multi-use sport fields 
and walking trails.

The Ness Complex is 
currently located along 
Rhoad Park Street. Work 
has yet to begin on that 
phase of the revitaliza-
tion project.

For additional infor-
mation, please contact 
the Bamberg County 
Public Information Of-
fice at info@bamberg-
county.sc.gov.

Bamberg park to show signs of blooming    

Plans for the Bamberg Downtown Park and Amphitheater are on display at the project site off Main Highway. 

Work has begun on the project which is expected to bloom over the coming months. 

Laura J. McKenzie

Contributing Writer

Photo by: Laura J. McKenzie / Contributor
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Betty Thompson, dressed as Harriet Tubman, came to the Golden Retreat Activity 

Center in Blackville to help celebrate Black History Month in February.

'Harriet Tubman' visits 

Blackville senior center ‘Queenie’ needs forever home

Queenie is this 
week's Adoptable Pet 
of the Week from the 
Barnwell County Ani-
mal Shelter. 

Queenie is a female 
small breed black 
and tan German 
Shepherd mix under 
2 years of age. 

"She is very sweet, 
loving, and playful. She is ready for her forever home. Queenie comes from a 
family environment with children and other dogs," said Marlena Ray, shelter 
manager. 

Consider adding her to your family.
The Barnwell County Animal Shelter is open Monday through Thursday 

from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to meet and greet animals. Stop by 
to meet Blaire or any of the other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
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forward to developing 
programs that support 
all aspects of businesses 
while making a signifi-
cant contribution to the 
economic ecosystem that 
helps the region thrive.” 

He is a Cum Laude 
graduate of the College 
of Charleston and found-
er of Redux Contempo-
rary Art Center. He re-
mained founding direc-

tor of the organization 
until 2005, when he left 
to pursue graduate stud-
ies at Yale University. 
After receiving his Mas-
ter of Fine Art in 2007, he 
spent the next two years 
developing community-
based art projects across 
North America. From 
2010 to 2020, he lived 
and worked in New Or-
leans, building the cre-

ator-driven programs of 
Antenna as executive di-
rector alongside helping 
grow his wife Dawn’s 
bakery cafe, Shake Sug-
ary. 

Bob, Dawn, and their 
daughter Isabelle moved 
back to South Carolina 
in 2020 to be closer to 
extended family while 
restoring an 1880's his-
toric home on Main Street 

in Barnwell. The home 
restoration project was 
started by his mother, the 
late Gara Snead. 

In addition to Bob’s 
work in supporting lo-
cal businesses with the 
Chamber, he has a rigor-
ous art practice which 
you can see featured on 
the PBS series Art As-
signment. 

“We feel fortunate to 

have Bob join the Cham-
ber team at this pivotal 
point in our develop-
ment,” said Terri Smith, 
executive director of 
Southern Palmetto Re-
gional Chamber. “His 
relocation to Barnwell 
in 2020 with extensive 
knowledge in organi-
zational development, 
entrepreneurship, and 
creative uses of technol-

ogy certainly felt like 
a ‘God Wink’ and I’m 
looking forward to his 
help in growing our ef-
forts to support local 
businesses.” 

The grand opening of 
the Palmetto Innovation 
Center will take place 
later this spring.

Contact Snead at bob@
palmettoinnovation.cen-
ter. 

Innovation: Bob Snead ready to lead and launch new business innovation center FROM PAGE 1A

The Riley Institute at 
Furman University has 
selected Barnwell resi-
dent Shelby Broomfield 
to participate in South 
Carolina Afterschool 
Leaders Empowered 
(SCALE), a new initia-
tive that equips after-
school and summer 
learning leaders in the 
state with the tools they 
need to grow and im-
prove their programs. 

The initiative is of-
fered in partnership 
with and funded by a 
$1.3 million grant from 
the South Carolina De-
partment of Education 
as part of the monies 
the agency received 
from the American Res-
cue Plan to address the 
academic impact of 
COVID-19, particularly 
among youth in need 
of additional supports 
to complete unfinished 
learning.

Broomfield is one of 
21 emerging afterschool 
leaders to be selected 
for the inaugural cohort. 
Broomfield is the Pro-
gram Director of Dreams 
Imagination & Gift De-

velopment Program 
(DIG) and a STEM Com-
munity Outreach As-
sociate for SC Coalition 
for Mathematics and 

Science (SCCMS). In her 
current roles with DIG 
& SCCMS, she works 
to provide Science, 
Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics 
(STEM) opportunities 
for rural growth and de-
velopment. She works 
to build relationships 
between school districts, 
business industry lead-
ers, local colleges and 
universities, community 
leaders, and non-profit 
organizations to part-
ner in the progression 
of STEM education in 
rural South Carolina. 
Shelby understands the 
importance of students, 
families, and communi-
ties gaining exposure to 
STEM and the career op-
portunities that the field 
has to offer. Through 
her position with DIG, 
she also manages after 
school programs for Wil-
liston School District 29, 
Barnwell School District 
45, Allendale County 
School District and an 
annual summer camp 
for the Central Savan-
nah River Area (CSRA). 

She understands the im-
portance of after school 
programs and summer 
camps and how such 
programs can increase 
academic enrichment 
for students. She has a 
passion for rural com-
munities and a special 
place in her heart for her 
hometown of Barnwell. 

“I am excited to rep-
resent my community 
and to have the oppor-

tunity to network with 
after school, summer 
camp, and community 
leaders in our cohort,” 
said Broomfield. “Out 
of school enrichment is 
an important aspect of a 
child’s development and 
I look forward to grow-
ing and learning new 
information in this space 
to better serve the youth 
in our community.”

Selected participants 

represent nearly a third 
of the state’s school dis-
tricts, a variety of orga-
nizations, and a mix of 
rural, suburban, and ur-
ban areas. Taking place 
over the course of 10 
months, SCALE offers a 
curriculum that touches 
on topics such as school-
community partnership 
development, program 
sustainability, and youth 
mental health and is led 
by national and local af-
terschool and summer 
learning leaders. In ad-
dition to convening on 
Furman’s campus for a 
weeklong intensive and 
participating in month-
ly webinars, members 
of the cohort will take 
a field trip to a nation-
ally-acclaimed summer 
learning program and 
work on a capstone proj-
ect related to afterschool 
or summer learning.

High-quality after-
school and summer 
learning programs have 
been shown to improve 
student achievement, 
life skills, and mental 
health, all while helping 
working families keep 
kids safe. For more than 
a decade, the Riley Insti-
tute has conducted work 
in the afterschool field at 

the national level. 
“Inspired by the im-

pact we’ve made through 
our national afterschool 
policy fellowship, we’re 
eager to help strengthen 
and expand access to 
phenomenal programs 
that are already in place 
across the state,” said 
Amy Keely, SCALE di-
rector. “In doing so, the 
Riley Institute is advanc-
ing its goals of creating 
greater opportunity for 
students and their fami-
lies in South Carolina.” 

To learn more about 
SCALE, visit furman.
edu/scale or contact 
Keely at amy.keely@fur-
man.edu.

About the Riley Institute
Furman University’s 

Richard W. Riley Institute 
advances social and econom-
ic progress in South Caro-
lina and beyond by building 
leadership for a diverse soci-
ety, hosting expert speakers 
to broaden perspectives on 
critical issues, supporting 
public education, and creat-
ing knowledge through com-
munity solutions-focused 
research. It is committed to 
nonpartisanship in all it does 
and to a rhetoric-free, facts-
based approach to change. 
Learn more at furman.edu/
riley.

Shelby Broomfield selected for inaugural cohort 
of statewide afterschool leadership initiative

Shelby Broomfield

Contributed
The Riley Institute
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Share your special occassion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

James Grayson Grubbs was born on February 2, 2022.

James 'Grayson' Grubbs
Sam and Ashley Grubbs of Williston are proud to announce the birth of 

their son, James ‘Grayson’ Grubbs. 
He was born at Lexington Medical Center on February 2, 2022 at 4:26 p.m. 

He weighed 8 pounds, 9 ounces and was 21 3/4 inches long. 
Paternal grandparents are Michael Grubbs of Barnwell and Jennifer and 

Joey King of Williston. 
Maternal grandparents are Fleming and Jane McMaster of Barnwell.

Hardee Gore Sanders and Katrina Lynn Wise will be married on June 4, 2022.

Engagement

Wise, Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. David Wise of Chapin proudly announce the engage-

ment of their daughter, Katrina Lynn, to Hardee Gore Sanders, son 
of Judge and Mrs. Walter Hazel Sanders, Jr., of Barnwell. 

Katrina graduated from the University of South Carolina with a degree in 
Elementary Education and also has post graduate degrees in Early Child-
hood Education and Literacy from Clemson University. She is employed as 
the Director of Riverland Hills Day School in Irmo.  

Hardee graduated from the University of South Carolina with a degree in 
Business Administration, double majoring in Marketing and Management. 
While at USC, he was a member of the football team.  He is employed as a 
Senior Claims Adjuster for Geico in Columbia. 

The wedding is planned for June 4, 2022, at Millstone at Adams Pond in 
Columbia.
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BLACKVILLE - Funeral services for Arie Virginia 
Black Guess, 93, of Blackville, were held at 3 o’clock 
p.m., Sunday, February 27, 2022, in the Folk Funeral 
Home Chapel, Williston, with Dr. Thomas Terry and 
Pastor Jackie Hyche officiating. Burial was in the 
Blackville Cemetery. The family received friends 
one hour prior to the service at the funeral home on 
Sunday. Memorial contributions may be given to 
the Blackville United Methodist Church, 50 Springs 
Ct., Blackville, S.C. 29817, Arie B. Guess Scholarship 
in c/o Tri-County Community Foundation, P.O. Box 
160, Barnwell, S.C.  29812, or Columbia College, 
Advancement Office, 1301 Columbia College, Dr., 
Columbia, S.C. 29203. The family would like to give 

a special thank you to her loyal caregivers and friends Wesley Hartzog, Priscilla 
Sanders, Sarah Harley, Sheryl Fischer for the love and care that they have shown 
to Mrs. Arie. 

She passed away on Wednesday, February 23, 2022.
Arie Virginia Black was born November 17, 1928, in Bamberg County, to 

hard-working parents, Lloyd Herman and Faucia Still Black. She, three brothers 
and one sister grew up on the farm where the whole family picked cucumbers, 
cut asparagus, and picked cotton together. At night, they had family devotions 
and always attended Sunday School and worship when the church was open. 

Arie attended three years at Hilda Elementary School and eight years at 
Denmark where she was the valedictorian of her class in 1945. She admired 
her teachers so much that she decided to go to Columbia College and become a 
science teacher. She graduated in 1949 and was honored with the “Most Wom-
anly” Award.

Arie married William Samuel Guess Jr. (better known as “Buck”) on July 7, 
1949, at the same location where they still lived. Buck served in the Army Air 
Force during WWII. He flew 30 missions over France and Germany, received 
the Air Medal four times and the Distinguished Flying Cross. After the war, he 
returned to his home in Blackville to farm and Arie taught in the Blackville Public 
Schools for 35 years. Buck worked on his farm machinery, and he has restored 
four Model T and six Model A Fords, in spite of rheumatoid arthritis for which 
he injected a shot of Enbrel once a week. 

While Arie worked as a teacher and as guidance counselor, she was Beta Club 
Sponsor for 35 years. She served as S.C. State Sponsor 1947-76. She was President 
of Barnwell County Education Association, President and Treasurer of Blackville 
Education Association, and President of Barnwell-Blackville Columbia College 
Club. (B2 C2).

She was honored with the Outstanding Community Service Award by the 
American Legion, Outstanding Educator Award by the Jaycees, Distinguished 
Teacher Citizen of Barnwell County by the Education Association and Woman 
of the Year by the Chamber of Commerce. In 1994, she was selected Outstanding 
Older American for Barnwell County and later of the Lower Savannah Region. 

Arie became a member of Phi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma in 1971 and 
served as President from 1980 to 82 and became a member of Beta Delta Chapter 
in 1990. 

She was an active member of the Blackville United Methodist Church, had 
served as lay leader, a delegate to annual conferences and as District Treasurer of 
Orangeburg District UMW, and frequently taught the Adult Sunday School Class. 

She served on the Special Events Committee of the Alumnae Council of 
Columbia College and as Memorial Chairman of Blackville American Legion 
Auxiliary. She also served as President for many years. 

To her surprise, at graduation exercises of 1984, the “Arie Black Guess Schol-
arship” was set up in Arie’s honor. Each year since her retirement, a scholar-
ship has been presented to an outstanding senior in character, leadership, and 
scholarship at Blackville-Hilda High School. 

Probably her most notable honor was the Carolinian of the Year Award given 
at a ceremony at the state capitol. The Arie B. Guess Highway (between Blackville 
and Hilda) was officially named in her honor on June 8, 2007. 

Survivors include her nieces, Wanda Harelson of Blackville, Katie McCormick 
of Blackville, Twila Kingsmore of Taylors, Melanie Wessinger of Simpsonville, 
Kim Taylor of Greenville, Julie Powell of Orangeburg, Martha Ann Stuckey of 
Mount Pleasant, Cindy Tomlinson of Florence; her nephews, Robert Guess of 
Edgefield, Andy Black of Barnwell, Steven Gramling of Moncks Corner, George 
Davis of Baneberry, TN, and Lonnie Caughman of Eastover; her sisters-in-law, 
Janice Black, Martha Caughman, and Tonya Guess. 

In addition to her parents and her husband, Buck Guess, she was preceded 
in death by her brothers, Herman Black, Pat Black and Ben Thomas Black; her 
sister, Sarah B. Guess; and numerous in-laws and nephews.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the family with arrangements. 
Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com..
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Arie B. Guess
BARNWELL - Horace E. Croft Jr., 76, passed away 

peacefully on February 24, 2022 surrounded by 
family at Aiken Regional Medical Center. Funeral 
services were held Sunday, February, 27, 2022, at 4 
p.m. at Dyches Funeral Home with the Rev. Mark Ep-
person. The family received friends after the service.

He was the son of the late Horace E. Croft and 
Amelia Croft.

He enjoyed gardening, fishing, and spending 
time with his grandson. He was a member of Mount 
Olivet Baptist Church and Woodmen Life #29. He 
worked previously at Piggly Wiggly, Bolen Builders 
Supply, Shuron Textron, and retired from Barnwell 
School District 45. He was a loving husband, father 

and grandfather, uncle, brother-in-law and will be missed by many.
Survivors include his wife of 57 years, Brenda C. Croft; daughter, Sharon C. 

Still; grandson, Gene Still; three brothers, Kenny (Shannon) Croft of Williston, 
Jackie (Gayle) Croft of Barnwell and Wayne (Deborah) Croft of Barnwell; and 
many nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Pall bearers were Eric Croft, Jonathan Croft, Scott Chesser, Mitchell Collins, 
William C. Buzz Epperson and Caleb Epperson.

The family has entrusted Dyches Funeral and Crematory with arrangements.
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Horace E. Croft Jr.

BLACKVILLE - Mrs. Johnnie Ruth Jackson Mor-
row, 73, beloved wife of Mike Morrow, passed away 
on Friday, February 25, 2022, at her home.

Mrs. Johnnie Ruth was born in Orangeburg on 
February 6, 1949, and was a daughter of the late John 
and Sadie Baltzigar Jackson. She was a member of 
Trinity Baptist Church. She helped her husband in 
the catering and grocery business. She was a loving 
wife, mother, and grandmother and will be greatly 
missed by her family and friends.

Graveside services were held on Monday, Febru-
ary 28, 2022, at 3 p.m. in the Trinity Baptist Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Romie Martin officiating. The 
family received friends on Sunday, Feb. 27 from 5-7 

p.m. at Mole Funeral Home. Pallbearers were Oneal Miles, Gibby Sanders, Jerry 
Still, Jerod Still, Mike Blevins and Rodney Morris.

Survivors include her husband, Michael Rand “Mike” Morrow of the home; her 
son, Patrick Michael (Crystal) Morrow of Denver, N.C.; daughter, Sherry Ruth 
Vaught of Irmo; sister, Joan (Edward) Ulmer of Orangeburg; and grandchildren, 
Nicholas Vaught, McKinsey and Matthew Morrow.

Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell was in charge of arrangements. Please sign 
the online register at molefh.com.
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Johnnie Ruth Jackson 
Morrow

OLAR - Anthony (Tony) Leo Williams, 70, took his 
last earthly breath on February 19, 2022 in Columbia.

He was born on April 7, 1951 in Louisville, Ken-
tucky to the late Ms. Elizabeth Sullivan Williams and 
Mr. Leo G. Williams. He was married to Dianne K. 
Williams on August 15, 1970. Tony worked for the 
City of Barnwell, Hiers Electric, Davis Electric, Allied 
General, Southern Nuclear, and Neeley Appliance. 
He retired from Southern Nuclear in 2017, after 33 
years. He was a member of Olar First Baptist Church 
and has been the minister of music at Olar First 
Baptist Church for 36 years. He was also a Deacon 
at Olar First Baptist Church. He was in the Army 
National Guards from 1971 to 1977. He was in the 

Jaycees and Lions Club for many years. He enjoyed singing with his family, fish-
ing, going to the lake and helping coach basketball and softball. He was an avid 
Gamecock fan! He was also the Scout Master for the Olar Boy Scout Troop and 
over the RA’s for Olar First Baptist Church. He was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, son and a faithful servant to the Lord.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at 4 p.m. in the 
Olar First Baptist Church with Rev. Dale Hutto officiating. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery. Visitation was held on Tuesday evening at Mole Funeral 
Home from 6 to 8 p.m. Memorials may be made to the Olar First Baptist Church 
or the Columbia Ronald McDonald House.

Tony is survived by his loving wife of almost 52 years, Dianne K. Williams of 
the home; 3 children: Dawn (Tracy) Waller of Olar; Shaun (Candace) Williams 
of Olar; Victoria (Alex) Causey of Olar; grandchildren: Brittany (Richie) Wilson, 
Nicholas Waller, Andrew Waller, Mattie Waller, Shaun Williams Jr., Wilson Wil-
liams, Cade Williams, Landon Causey, Liam Causey, and Reed Causey; sisters/
brothers: Daniel Williams, Elizabeth Price, Patricia Bryant, and Angela Brewer.

He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Leo C. Williams and Richard 
J. Williams, and a granddaughter, Addison V. Causey.

Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell was in charge of arrangements. Sign the 
online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Anthony (Tony) Leo Williams

Maye Virginia Walton, 61, passed away on Friday, February 18, 2022, in the 
Coastal Carolina Hospital.

Jenny was born in Walterboro on January 3, 1961, and was a daughter of the 
late Willie Thomas and Maye Bush Walton.

Funeral services were held on Thursday, February 24, 2022, at 11 a.m. in The 
Spoken Word Church (42 Keans Rd., Lobeco, SC 29931) with Pastor Ron Hunter 
officiating. The family received visitors from 10 a.m. until the hour of services. 
Burial followed in the Barnwell County Memorial Cemetery at the airport on 
Hwy. 278, Barnwell, at 3 p.m.

Survivors include her brother, William B. (Megan) Walton of Millsap, Texas 
and sister-in-law, Mary Walton of Beaufort. She was predeceased by a brother, 
James Q. Walton.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Research Foundation of 
Jasper Co., BDSN, P.O. Box 747, Ridgeland, S.C. 29936. Jenny was affiliated with 
this foundation and resided at Adams St. CTA for over 25 years.

Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell was in charge of arrangements. Sign the 
online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Maye Virginia Walton

CLEMSON - Funeral services for Shirley Anne 
Baxley Lott, 86, of Clemson, formerly of Blackville, 
will be held at 2 o’clock p.m., Thursday, March 3, 
2022, at the Blackville First Baptist Church with Dr. 
Thomas Terry and Reverend Ken Frederick officiat-
ing; burial will follow in the Blackville Cemetery. 
Honored to serve as pallbearers are Ben Lott, Joey 
Lott, Mark Lott, Wayne Lott, Blake Pitts, Tim Riddle, 
Herman Still, and Jay Tuttle. The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to the service at the church on 
Thursday. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be given to the Blackville Cemetery Fund, P.O. 
Box 365, Blackville, S.C.  29817. 

Anne passed away on Monday, February 28, 2022.
Born in Blackville, she was a daughter of the late Bryan Stonewall Baxley and 

Derrie Bates Baxley and was the widow of Harold R. Lott Sr. She was a graduate 
of Blackville High School and was a homemaker. Anne was a member of the 
Blackville First Baptist Church, the Blackville Garden Club, and the American 
Legion Auxiliary. When her boys were young, she served as a Cub Scout Den 
Mother. Anne enjoyed playing bridge and was a huge lifetime Clemson Tiger fan.

Survivors include her sons, Harold Richard (Kapra) Lott Jr. of Central and 
Timothy Baxley Lott of Clemson; sister, Mary Olive Baxley (Billy) Mew of 
Seneca; grandchildren, Harold R. “Chad” (Grace) Lott III, Kristina “Kristy” L. 
(Kevin) Stanley, Alexander “Alex” Patton Lott (fiancé Megan Coffey); great-
grandchildren, Liv, Claire, Baron, Millie and Maddie; along with a number of 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her husband, Harold Lott, she was preceded in death by a son, 
Wesley Bryan Lott.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Shirley Anne Lott
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Education

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

How many              ?

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that start or end with the
same sound as the letter

R in rose.

Point to the number 7
in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large

enough, have your
child trace the

number.

Look through the
newspaper for things

that are different shapes.
Show your child

something that is round.
Point to other shapes in
the newspaper and ask,
“Is this shape round?”

Give your child a red
crayon and a page of the

newspaper. Ask your
child to put a red dot on

all of the letters and
numbers he/she can read.
Seeing the page turn red

is a real confidence
builder!

Fold a piece of blank
paper in half to create a

chart called Away We Go.
Write Things We Travel
In on one half, and Places
We Can Go on the other.

Look through the
newspaper with your child
for words and pictures to

paste on each half.

Find and cut out two
pictures of transportation.

(Examples include a
bus, train, car, plane,
boat, etc.) With your
child, talk about three
ways the two kinds of

transportation are the same
and three ways they

are different.

Using two crayons and
a page of the newspaper,
challenge your child to

a Number Race. See who
can find the most numbers

on the page in a set
amount of time.

Same and DifferentAway We Go!The Great Number
Race

Black & White and
RED All Over

Is It Round?Math PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

R is for Road

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter R. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many          ?

How many             ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

r is for road

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter r makes in
the word road?

A rose is red; a violet is blue.
Sugar is sweet and so are you!

Help each train find its way back
to its room at the roundhouse.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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On November 30, 
2021 ,  Mrs .  Jes-

sica Dukes, the career 
specialist at WEMS, in-
vited speakers to come 
and impart wisdom to 
our scholars during the 
month of November for 
a “Career Lunch and 
Learn at WEMS”. Na-
tionally, the month of 
November is recognized 
as Career Development 
Month. 

Four speakers were 
able to attend and share 
some wonderful nug-
gets of success to our 
scholars about what they 
are currently doing ca-
reer wise. The speakers 
that were part of this 
amazing day were Mr. 
Steven Curbeam (en-
trepreneur of several 
businesses), Mr. William 

Toney (entrepreneur 
and funeral home op-
erator, Williston Town 
Council) ,  Mrs.  Annie 
Tyler (SRP Credit Union 
in Barnwell and Willis-
ton Town Council), and 
Mrs. Angela Cotton (SRP 

Credit Union in Barn-
well). Both Mr. Toney 
and Mrs. Tyler are na-
tives of Williston, so this 
was intentional because 
we wanted the scholars 
to see that great people 
can come from Williston. 

The speakers rotated 
locations and spoke with 
each grade level during 
lunch in the cafeteria and 
in the canteen. WEMS is 
grateful to each speaker 
that participated in this 
wonderful occasion. 

Special thanks to Mrs. 
Patr ic ia  Ryans ,  Mrs . 
Elaine Downing, Mrs. 
Linda Mack, Ms. Lisa 
Howard, and our ad-
ministration Dr. Austrai 
Bradley and Mrs. Patri-
cia Ulmer.

WEMS holds Black History Trivia Bowl

Schoolwide competitors with Superintendent Dr. Marcella Shaw (left to right): Wesley Warren, Natalie Warren, DaQuon 
Young, Andrew Kneece, Dr. Shaw, Alyah Holmes, Samelea Baxley, Hailey O'Neal, Joshua Epps, Jemeris Mayes

Trivial Bowl Champions - the sixth grade team of 
Natalie Warren, Wesley Warren, and DaQuon Young.

Williston-Elko Middle School held a Black History Month Trivia Bowl on Feb. 23. Classroom winners from 
each grade level worked as teams to answer questions about the contributions of famous African-Americans. 

Lunch & Learn serves career knowledge at WEMS
Contributed

Williston District 29

ABOVE: Students listen to 
speakers at the Lunch and 
Learn. 

Williston native William Toney (background) talks to students at Williston-Elko 
Middle School about being an entrepreneur and town councilman.

Angela Cotton, branch man-
ager of SRP Federal Credit 
Union's Barnwell branch, 
was a guest speaker.
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Solutions
Tell about a world problem 
that you would like to see 
solved. How might you 

solve this problem.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

EXPERIMENT

SOLUTIONS

SCIENTIST

MOLECULE

SURFACE

DENSITY

FLOATS

LIQUID

SHEEN

WATER

STICK

TRACK

FOOD

OIL

MIX

D

M

N

D

A

S

E

K

S

I

O

E

O

O

C

C

C

O

U

L

M

O

A

I

F

A

L

Q

E

I

F

T

E

L

R

U

I

C

R

S

N

N

O

T

T

L

U

E

R

E

T

A

W

I

S

L

P

L

D

I

T

A

O

I

E

X

I

M

S

S

T

N

S

H

E

E

N

T

W

E

S

O

Y

T

I

S

N

E

D

R

Water usually _________ well 

with other liquids to ________ 

solutions. But, as this 

experiment shows, oil and water 

do not mix. Water molecules 

are strongly _____________ to 

each other. So are oil molecules. 

Because each is more attracted 

to its own ____________, they 

just don’t mix together. They 

separate, and the oil _________ 

above the water because it has 

a lower density.

Have you ever seen the sheen 
of oil on a puddle of water? 

When water lands on oil in the 
street, the oil floats to the 
surface. It just won’t mix 

with the water.

ANSWER: From scratch.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word FLOAT in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Standards Links: Spelling: 
Spell grade-level appropriate 

words correctly.

Replace the missing words.

Cut out these sentences and 
put them in the correct order 
for an explanation.

Perform this experiment and record your observations here!

Standards Links: Physical Science: Understand things can be done to materials 
to change some of their properties.

Standards Links: Writing: Use strategies to 
edit written work.

Everything is made of little 

building blicks called 

molecules. They are two 

small to see with the naked 

eye, but they give all things 

their speshul characteristics.

Molecules make hard things 

hard, soap slippery and rubber 

bandz stretchy. Their size, 

shape and ability to attract 

other molecules determine 

these characteristics.

Peeple are made of molecules, 

too! Everything from our 

bones to are skin and hair are 

all various types of moledules.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the article below and circle 
the seven errors you find. Then 
rewrite the article correctly on 

the lines below the article.

Cause & Effect

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Understand cause 
and effect.

Find a headline that shows a cause and 
effect. 
Find a headline that describes an effect, and 
then read the article to determine the cause.

1.

2.

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many of these see-through fish can you find?SAMPLE
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Warhorse Hayden Pierce at the plate.

T
he Barnwell Varsity 
baseball team opened 
the 2022 season this 

past weekend in the Windham 
Sports Turf Invitational Tourna-
ment. 

The horses dropped the Fri-
day night opener to Newberry 
High School, but bounced back 
with a solid 6-2 victory over 
Northside Christian Academy 
Saturday. The tournament will 
continue Wednesday, March 2 
as the Warhorses travel to Swan-
sea. First pitch is scheduled for 
4:30 p.m. Barnwell will play 

again the following Saturday to 
close out the tournament.

"I am really excited to get the 
season started. We have a great 
group of kids who have a lot of 
character. This team is led by 
six seniors who are great role 
models on and off the field," said 
Coach Will Gee.

The Warhorse offense was led 
by Clay Pender, Nathan Moody, 
Jerry Sanders, and Hoyt Bailey. 
On the mound for the Hors-
es, freshman Cameron Austin 
struck out an impressive 10 bat-
ters in Saturday’s win, and relief 
pitcher Jerry Sanders struck out 
all three batters he faced to seal 
the victory for Barnwell. 

Coach Gee knows that a lot of 

work lies ahead to get this team 
to the level he wants, but seems 
optimistic that they are heading 
in the right direction. 

“We are pretty athletic this 
year, and return most start-
ers from last year's Region 
Championship team. Our 
pitching should keep us in 
most ballgames. We obviously 
have a lot of work to do, defen-
sively and at the plate, to get 
where we want to go. These 
kids realize what it is going 
to take after coming up short 
in the playoffs last year," said 
Coach Gee.

Good luck to Coach Gee and 
the Barnwell Warhorse baseball 
team!

Barnwell baseball opens 
season in tournament
Jeff Miller

Sports Writer

Russell Branch is ready to put one in play. Barnwell's Jerry Sanders looks for his pitch.

Freshman Warhorse pitcher Cam Austin struck out 10 in Barnwell's 6-2 
win over Northside Christian Academy.

The Barnwell Warhorses gather just before the start of the first game of the 2022 season.

Horses hurler Hoyt Bailey brings the heat.

Warhorse reliever Jerry Sanders struck out the side 

to secure the 6-2 win for Barnwell. Barnwell senior catcher Weston Sandifer receives the pitch.

Photos by: Mindy Sandifer

SAMPLE
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Superhero: Kaydence Chavis overcomes tumor like a champ FROM PAGE 1A

cord. The neurosurgeon 
told us the worst-case sce-
nario was that she could 
possibly lose her bowel 
and bladder nerve, which 
would set her back with 
other medical things she 
would have to do in the 
future. That tore us apart. 
That was not news that we 
wanted to receive.” 

Pediatric surgeon Dr. 
Walter L. Pipkin, MD, and 
neurosurgeon Dr. Todd 
Maugans, MD, sat and 
talked with each other for 
days discussing the situa-
tion. Maugans informed 
LaCroix “this was a very 
rare tumor named a Gan-
glioneuroma. There have 
only been 50 cases in the 
world and Kaydence was 
the first pediatric case 
ever.” The pre-teen, de-
spite her fears and uncer-
tainties, thought that was 
“the coolest thing in the 
world,” her mom said. 

The extensive surgery 
was set for January 10 of 
this year at Children’s 
Hospital of Georgia. “Her 
spirits were down, she was 
nervous. She was scared 
to go through surgery all 
over again and possibly 
losing nerves. She was 
terrified that she was go-
ing to be paralyzed at the 
time and her biggest fear 
was that she would never 
be able to play softball 
again,” LaCroix said.  

In the midst of this over-
whelming situation, be-
hind the frightening shad-
ows of darkness, LaCroix 
and her daughter were 
unaware just how brightly 
their loving God’s light 
was preparing to shine. 

LaCroix’s boss, Tori 
Huggins of The Creation 
Station, a Christian-based 
Child Development Cen-
ter ministry of First Bap-
tist Church of Barnwell, 
found it in her heart to 
set up a fundraiser for 
medical expenses. “I as-
sume the mayor, Marcus 
Rivera, saw it on Facebook 
and he contacted me and 
told me he was praying 
for Kaydence,” LaCroix 
continued. “He asked if 
Kaydence could attend 
the council meeting, but 
it was scheduled for the 

same day as her surgery. 
So, he asked us to tune into 
Facebook Live and wanted 
to know if he and the 
council members could 
stop by our house on Sun-
day before her surgery 
and give Kaydence a little 
gift. I said, ‘Of course! She 
would love that.’ She was 
all excited about meeting 
the mayor of Barnwell.”

Mayor Rivera planned 
a surprise parade for Kay-
dence. He worked with 
Huggins to help gather a 
big crowd of friends and 
family. 

“That was a surprise to 
me. So together, we got 
this whole group of people 
to meet at the Barnwell 
Police Department and 
they turned on their lights 
and sirens. It was the best 
thing ever! Kaydence saw 
all her teammates and so 
many that care about her 
and have impacted her 
life. They circled around 
and parked in front of our 
house. It brought her tears 
of joy,” said LaCroix.

Officer Shawn Howze 
presented the Captain 
America shield to Kay-
dence saying, ‘From one 
superhero to another su-
perhero, we present you 
with this Captain America 
shield as it will guide you 
through your surgery and 
give you all the superpow-
ers you need to recover 
and become a hero. We 
wish you the best of luck 
with your surgery and 
recovery and remember, 
you are brave and strong.”

That set all of Kay-
dence’s fears aside. 

“She has that shield 
hanging up in her room 
today! I just couldn't be-
lieve how the mayor, who 
didn’t even know us per-
sonally, and the Barnwell 

community came together 
for her at a time when she 
really needed them. It 
boosted her spirits com-
pletely. She was ready for 
Monday’s surgery because 
she knew that she had all 
those people plus more 
praying for her and she 
knew God was looking 
down on her and He had 
His hands on those sur-
geons,” said LaCroix.

Following the parade, 
on his Facebook page, 
Mayor Rivera thanked 
everyone involved and 
rightly described Barnwell 
as “a community that be-
comes family, especially in 
one’s time of need.”  

Kaydence’s immediate 
family sincerely appreci-
ated the town’s support 
and prayers. Her younger 
brother, Parker, confided, 
"I was scared for my sister, 
really worried. I called my 
mom as soon as I got out 
of school to check on Kay-
dence, and every day after 
to check on her until I got 
to see her again."

Liza LaCroix,  Kay-
dence's “Mimi”, and her 
husband Ed – or “GG 
as Kaydence calls him – 
were “devastated when 
Brittany called us in tears 
with the results from the 
ultrasound, but we were 
ready to be there for both 
of our girls every step of 

the way! Multiple trips 
to Augusta each week for 
different tests and doctor’s 
appointments were scary, 
but we made the best of 
them. Seeing the Barnwell 
community come together 
with a parade and to pray 
over Kaydence was truly 
amazing and beautiful. 
We could never thank 
everyone enough for all 
their love, support and 
prayers,” Liza said.

As she looks back on 
those emotional days, 
"words cannot express 
the hurt and pain I had 
inside my heart for Kay-
dence during this entire 
experience, but I knew 
I had to be strong and 
keep a smile on my face 
for my daughter,” said 
LaCroix. “Nothing hurts 
worse as a mother than to 
see your child in pain and 
full of worry. The sleepless 
nights added up and the 
worry got stronger with 
each doctor's appoint-
ment, especially when we 
were told the worst-case 
scenarios of this surgery. 
But I knew God was in 
control and had all of this 
in His hands." 

United prayers and faith 
were the powerline for 
staying positive because 
Kaydence’s surgery was 
very risky and ran a lot 
longer than expected. For 

10 hours, a total of 26 
medical personnel were 
in her operating room, 
including four surgeons, 
residents, and nurses. 

After the extensive sur-
gery the neurosurgeon 
came out and told La-
Croix the blessing was 
that he did not have to 
sacrifice any nerves. Kay-
dence might have some 
numbness during the heal-
ing process because her 
nerves would be really 
irritated from him thor-
oughly scraping the tumor 
off, but it was either that or 
sacrifice the nerves. 

“They had to remove 
her tailbone because it was 
completely smashed into 
the tumor,” LaCroix said. 
“The pediatric surgeon 
said he had no idea how 
she’d been even function-
ing. He said that the tumor 
that was inside her body 
was the same size as an in-
flated basketball. He said, 
‘It was huge. I have no idea 
how she was functioning 
or how she was walking. 
She is literally a walking 
miracle.’”

Kaydence’s bladder was 
completely smushed. The 
surgeon had no idea how 
she was even using the 
bathroom. 

“The most incredible 
thing was after a 10-hour 
surgery she was up and 

walking on her own, 14 
hours after surgery! The 
doctors said they have no 
idea how that was even 
possible. They were ex-
pecting her to sit in bed 
for at least two days,” said 
LaCroix. 

Regarding post-surgery, 
“Kaydence will remain 
homebound until  her 
8-week recovery time is 
over because she's at high 
risk, susceptible of catch-
ing anything. But she's 
signed up to play soft-
ball again and couldn't be 
more excited to get back 
on the ball field. She's 
actually been practicing a 
little bit here and there and 
she’s trying to regain her 
strength,” LaCroix said.

Kaydence has a follow-
up MRI on April 14. 

“Both surgeons feel con-
fident the entire tumor 
was removed,” LaCroix 
said. “If they did get the 
entire tumor, then she will 
go back in six months to 
make sure nothing else is 
growing, then periodically 
into the future. But they 
do feel confident that they 
got it all and after a week 
of waiting, we did get the 
biopsy results back and it 
was 100 percent benign. 
That was a blessing!”

LaCroix  espec ia l ly 
thanks her mother who 
kept her strong, but she 
also wants to thank ev-
eryone “for your love and 
support throughout this 
journey. It's not over yet. 
We still have a long re-
covery road ahead of us, 
but we can definitely see 
the light at the end of the 
tunnel,” LaCroix said.

As for Barnwell’s own 
little, precious superhero, 
Kaydence, she gratefully 
wants everyone to know, 
“I am so thankful for all 
the prayers that went to 
Jesus during my surgery 
time, and because of that, 
the doctors healed me 
with no troubles and now 
I'll be back on the softball 
field in no time!" Philippi-
ans 4:13 says, ‘I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me.’ God gave 
me strength and I fought 
through my surgery like 
a CHAMP!”
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Need a loving  family? 

We hope you join us in our eff ort to spread 
the love of Jesus Christ to everyone we can!

236 Main Street, Barnwell
Church Offi  ce: (803) 259-3331
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Therapy dog Kasey brightened Kaydence's day every 

morning she stopped by for a visit at the hospital.

Kaydence Chavis (center) with grandmother Liza LaCroix 

and mother Brittany LaCroix on the morning of her surgery. 
This undated photo shows Kaydence Chavis before her 
diagnosis. 

Barnwell Venom players show signs of support for teammate Kaydence Chavis.

This scan shows the tumor.
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caused GU to seek other 
funding sources in order 
to prevent a cut in services, 
which many people rely 
on to get them to work, 
medical appointments, 
and other destinations.

Barnwell County Coun-
cil granted $50,000 to GU 
from the county’s Ameri-
can Rescue Plan funding 
in recent months. How-

ever, they refused further 
funding at the Febru-
ary 15 council meeting 
because they said they 
wanted a “detailed finan-
cial plan” from GU. 

Firmender provided 
council with a sustain-
ability plan to help the 
agency in December 2021 
and said a detailed finan-
cial plan was planned but 

would take time to create.
Another point of con-

tention that the county 
cited for not giving ad-
ditional funding at this 
time dealt with $1.3 mil-
lion in COVID grants GU 
received from SCDOT 
last year. Some county 
officials question how 
those funds were spent 
and why the agency is in 

its financial situation after 
receiving that large grant. 

However, Firmender 
said “nothing inappropri-
ate” was done with those 
funds. SCDOT had to 
approve every purchase 
beforehand and received 
regular financial updates. 
SCDOT also reviewed 
the finances related to 
the grant at GU’s request 

and found no material 
findings, Firmender said 
previously.

Without the addition-
al local funding, the GU 
board met on Feb. 17 and 
unanimously voted to end 
the 5311 Local Motion rural 
transportation program. 

Two days later on Sat-
urday, Feb. 19, Barnwell 
County Administrator 

Tim Bennett informed 
Firmender that the coun-
cil had agreed by consen-
sus to give GU another 
$25,000 in order to keep 
services going. 

Services resumed on 
Feb. 22 in response to 
the $25,000 allocation. 
Firmender said this is 
enough to sustain opera-
tions for another month. 

Fired: County council terminates Generations Unlimited board, director FROM PAGE 1A

Barnwell County Council members 
declined comment on their decision 
to fire Generation Unlimited’s (GU) 
board and director. 

The People-Sentinel reached out to all 
seven councilmen with a list of ques-
tions following their unanimous vote 
on Feb. 22 to dissolve the GU board 
and fire Lisa Firmender as executive 
director. The councilmen referred all 
comments to Barnwell County Admin-
istrator Tim Bennett. 

“I am not at liberty to discuss any 
issues with Generations Unlimited,” 
said Councilman Don Harper via 
email. 

Councilman Freddie Houston re-
sponded by saying, “Good questions. 
Please talk to Mr. Bennett for or about 
council's concerns.”

Councilman Daniel Alexander said 
he had nothing to add since Bennett 
responded.

As of press time, The People-Sentinel 
had not heard from David Kenner, 
Jerry Creech, Ben Kinlaw, and Harold 
Buckmon. 

When asked what led to council’s 
decisions to dissolve the board and fire 
Firmender, Bennett referred to the last 
paragraph of the termination letter he 
sent to Firmender after council’s vote.

“The county is grateful for your ded-
ication and service to this agency, but 
the Barnwell County Council believes 
because of irreconcilable differences, 
it is in the best interest of the county 
to take the governance of this agency 
in a different direction,” said Bennett 
in the letter.

Regarding why council believes this 
is the best move for the county and 
GU, Bennett said, “County Council’s 
intent is to take a wide-ranging look 
at the operations of Generations Un-
limited to see what can be run more 
efficiently.”

Details of the plan to get GU back 
on track financially are still “a work in 
progress,” said Bennett. However, he 
said county council is “committed” to 
keeping GU’s services intact. 

Hillery Hutto, a long-time employee 
of GU, has been named interim ex-
ecutive director of the agency. She 
will run the day-to-day operations 
and report to Bennett who reports to 
county council. 

“I met with Generations Unlimited 
staff this morning (Saturday, Feb. 26). 
The purpose of the meeting was to 
announce Hillery Hutto as the interim 
executive director, discuss the events 
that have occurred over the past week, 
reassure the staff that County Council 
is fully supportive of Generations 
Unlimited’s mission, and respond to 
questions and concerns,” Bennett said. 

All programs currently remain in 
place, including the S.C. Department 
of Transportation’s 5311 mass transit 
Local Motion program, said Bennett. 
This is a program many Barnwell 
County residents rely on for trans-
portation to work, healthcare appoint-
ments, shopping, and other destina-
tions. The S.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services programs also 
continue, such as providing assistance 
to and from most Medicaid-covered 
services.

“The Lower Savannah Council of 
Governments will continue admin-
istering the Title III-B Older Ameri-
cans Act that provides a wide range 
of functions, by contract, including 
home-delivered meals to seniors, 
congregate meals to seniors, senior 
center activities, homemaker services, 
and senior transportation services,” 
said Bennett. 

When asked if the county has found 
any wrongdoing done by the board 
or Firmender, Bennett said, “A foren-
sic audit by a forensic accountant is 
underway to provide a baseline of 
information going forward.”

It’s unclear how long Barnwell 
County Council’s governance over GU 
will remain in place. 

'More 
efficient' 

future sought 
for GU
Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

COUNTY'S RESPONSE

Some former leaders of 
Generations Unlimited are 
speaking out after they were 
ousted last week.

The People-Sentinel reached 
out to the eight former GU 
board members after they 
were relieved of their duties 
by Barnwell County Coun-
cil. Some declined comment 
while others did not respond 
to messages.

“I don’t understand why 
county council feels we mis-
managed things. It was no 
fault of our executive direc-
tor or the board that we’ve 
been unable to come up with 
the local match funds,” said 
former GU Board Chair-
woman Patricia Rodgers, 
who had served on the board 
more than 20 years.

She was referring to the 
50 percent local match GU 
needed to secure to match 
the funds provided by the 
S.C. Department of Trans-
portation. Normally, GU 
uses reimbursement revenue 
they receive from the Med-
icaid program for trips to 
medical appointments; how-
ever, those funds drastically 
decreased after the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020 led to many virtual 
healthcare visits. 

The pandemic also caused 
many people to either lose 
their jobs or work from 
home, further reducing the 
rides GU once provided. 
This also caused an impact 
on revenue. 

“With the advance of CO-
VID-19, use of our trans-
portation system decreased 
significantly thus lowering 
our income. COVID-19 Re-
lief Funds were utilized until 
exhausted and a disinfecting 
service for profit was initial-
ized but did not take off as 
hoped,” said former board 

member Ed Felton, who 
served two terms.

Those relief funds were in 
the form of $1.3 million from 
SCDOT, which Rodgers said 
helped the agency “deal 
with the adverse effects of 
COVID.” However, those 
funds ran out at the end of 
the last fiscal year. 

“Our accountant advised 
us it would be a difficult 
year,” said Rodgers of the 
2022 financial forecast they 
received around May 2021. 

Knowing they needed 
more than the $30,000 Barn-
well County provides an-
nually to GU, the board and 
Lisa Firmender, who was 
GU’s director until she and 
the board were let go on Feb. 
22, approached the county 
last year. They requested 
$280,000 from the county’s 
$2 million in American Res-
cue Plan funding. However, 
the county only provided 
$50,000 in recent months. 

“We felt we were not get-
ting the assistance from 
county council they could 
have provided. They were 
more critical than helpful,” 
said Rodgers. 

Without enough local 
funding, the GU board met 
on Feb. 17 where they voted 
to end the 5311 Local Motion 
transportation program. 

“It was strictly financial,” 
said former board member 
Tom Byrne, who served 
four to five years. “Basi-
cally, GU’s total expenses 
were greater than total rev-
enue, so unless more rev-
enue could be obtained (and 
quickly) something had to 
change.”

Felton said he voted to end 
public transportation “for 
the sake of saving the agency 
and hemorrhaging money.”

“A lot (of the financial 
problem) stems from the 
drop in revenue and in-
creased expenses over the 
last couple of years due to 
COVID. The current finan-

cial situation was untenable 
without new revenue. It 
may have improved in a 
few months with increased 
revenue from other pro-
grams, specifically Medicare 
financed transportation, but 
that would be later this year. 
We were also trying to get 
a part of the COVID relief 
money that would have to 
come through the county 
council. I believe many other 
counties are having similar 
financial issues,” said Byrne.

Former board member 
John Haskell, who served 
three years, said the financial 
situation was “very serious.” 
However, he said the board 
and Firmender were work-
ing to do the best they could 
under the circumstances. 

“Lisa  F irmender  was 
working on many things 
like grant writing, work-
ing with state agencies, 
and cutting costs. Her ef-
forts were presented to 
the board at our meetings 
and is a matter of public 
record. We laid drivers off 
and some staff to cut costs,” 
said Haskell.

He further defended Fir-
mender’s leadership by stat-
ing she is one of the best 
grant writers he’s ever met. 
“She helped a lot of people 
secure funds. I have never 
known her to do anything 
underhanded or dishonest,” 
Haskell said. 

“Lisa’s tried to do every-
thing she could to save the 
5311 program. She com-
pletely devoted herself to 
the seniors of Barnwell 
County and improving their 
situation. She’s been done 
a great misjustice,” said 
Rodgers. 

Haskell said he believes 
the situation could have 
been handled very differ-
ently by county council, 
especially since he, the other 
board members, and Fir-
mender did nothing wrong. 
He thinks council and the 

county administrator will 
realize this in the end. 

“I think this was totally 
uncalled for. I think that 
county council should have 
interviewed the board mem-
bers before they took ac-
tion,” he said. “Will this be 
an ongoing trend for county 
council to look at other agen-
cies. If so, who’s next?”

Felton said council should 
have extended the financial 
assistance to GU through 
April/May to give them time 
to enact a valid financial 
plan.

GU provides many ser-
vices in the community, 
including two senior centers, 
delivered meals to home-
bound seniors, and transpor-
tation to get people to work, 
grocery shopping, medical 
appointments, school (main-
ly adult education), and 
more. For the sake of those 
who rely on those services, 
the former board members 
hope the financial situation 
improves at GU.

“The board has always had 
the best interest of the citi-
zens we serve in our hearts 
and minds at all times. It is 
our hope that services will 
definitely continue without 
us,” said Felton.

With the change in admin-
istration, Byrne hopes fund-
ing sources will improve so 
GU “will be able to fulfill its 
basic mission to the people 
of Barnwell County.”

Former board member 
Janet Creighton, who served 
over 20 years, issued a brief 
statement. “It has been a 
pleasure to serve on this 
board. My hopes are always 
that the services for our se-
niors will always be of top 
importance to our county 
and community.”

Gwendolyn Littlejohn, 
who also served over 20 
years, declined to comment 
while Vorise Peeples and 
Dianne Weeks did not reply 
to questions by press time. 

Former GU board members 
express opinions on being ousted

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

FORmER BOaRd'S RESPONSE

The now-fired director of 
Generations Unlimited said 
she and her team worked 
hard to keep the agency 
going amid financial hard-
ships.  

Lisa Firmender served 
as GU’s executive direc-
tor for nearly 12 years until 
she was fired on Feb. 22 by 
Barnwell County Council. 
The council also dissolved 
the eight-member GU board 
and took over governance of 
the agency themselves. 

“The citizens of Barnwell 
County deserve the same 
level of competence that 
the board and I have exhib-
ited for the past 11 years. 
The GU board was compe-
tent, knowledgeable about 
our programs and services, 
and concerned about the 
people we served. Four of 
the board members served 
on the board for at least 20 
years. I do think it is sad that 
the board was treated with 
such disregard after their 
exemplary service,” said 
Firmender. 

County council’s actions 

were prompted by GU’s fi-
nancial situation. 

Bank statements showed 
GU had $102,504.34 as of 
January 31, but reconciled 
book balance for cash was 
$39,908.88. 

“This is a very low cash 
balance for an agency the 
size of Generations Unlim-
ited and will produce cash 
flow issues in the weeks to 
come,” said Neal Crider, 
GU’s financial consultant 
from McGregor & Co. 

The root cause stems from 
higher operating costs for 
fuel and other materials 
along with decreased rev-
enue, particularly from the 
Medicaid funded trips GU 
provided to medical ap-
pointments. Many of these 
ceased during the pandemic 
as virtual visits became the 
norm.

Generations is required to 
provide a 50 percent match 
to operations, meaning it 
has to spend 100 percent of 
its own funds and wait 30 to 
45 days for reimbursement 
of only 50 percent. This 
means Generations has to 
have a lot of cash on hand to 
operate during those wait-
ing periods. Unfortunately, 
cash has dwindled down 

due to volumes that have 
never fully recovered to pre-
pandemic levels. This means 
Generations Unlimited is 
having to pay driver sala-
ries and operate buses with 
fewer passengers on board 
who generate revenue. Prior 
to the pandemic, the agency 
volumes were at a level to 
just break-even,” according 
to a financial summary and 
analysis that Crider provid-
ed during the Feb. 17 board 
meeting.

GU secured $1.3 million 
in CARES funds in 2020, 
which allowed operations 
to continue through the low 
volume months. “When 
CARES ran out, the volumes 
have remained at levels that 
produce losses month after 
month which just can’t con-
tinue,” Crider said. 

"Prior to the pandemic, 
revenue miles driven were 
around 94,483/month. Af-
ter the pandemic and at 
June 30, 2020, monthly 
miles were at about 43,069/
month. That is a 51,414 drop 
in monthly miles, over half. 
By the end of FY21, monthly 
miles moved to about 60,649 
which was the highest for 
that year. Since July 2021 
monthly miles have trend-

ed back down to 42,811. For 
the agency to operate best is 
at about 100,000 total miles 
with 1/3 of that being Med-
icaid. The agency is cur-
rently operating at 42,811 
total miles which doesn’t 
produce enough dollars to 
cover overhead. Therefore 
significant cuts have to be 
made now or the agency 
will go bankrupt," according 
to Crider's January report.

That’s why Firmender 
said she and the board did 
everything they could to se-
cure the funding needed to 
sustain operations, includ-
ing writing grants which 
Firmender said will be an-
nounced starting in April. 
“One of those grants was a 
discretionary grant to the 
Federal Transit Author-
ity for the $280,000 that 
we need for this year,” Fir-
mender said. 

She also attempted to 
negotiate higher rates for 
senior programs funded 
through the Lower Savan-
nah Council of Govern-
ments and gave a detailed 
justification when it was 
time to negotiate new con-
tracts, “but they refused and 

Lisa Firmender disappointed by 
firing as GU's executive director

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

FORmER ExECUTivE diRECTOR'S RESPONSE

See FIRMENDER, 13A
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Per my article from 
last week, I have been 
rereading "The Lord of 
the Rings". A story filled 
with swords, magic, 
and my favorite fantasy 
ingredient of all time: 
elves.

Mind you, these are 
not Santa Claus’s elves. 
I’m not talking about di-
minutive little men who 
go around making toys 
or Keebler elves that live 
under the roots of trees 
baking cookies. No, the 
elves I love are quite dif-
ferent. The elves I love 
stem from the roots of 
Norse and Celtic my-
thology and permeate 
fantasy literature and 
RPG games. They are 
tall and beautiful. Magi-
cal and fierce. They pos-
sess a love of nature 
and knowledge, as well 
as skill with blade and 
sorcery. The elves that 
I love to read and write 
about are forces to be 
reckoned with.  

Though many authors 
have included fay folk 
in their works of fic-
tion, none have done it 
as effectively as Tolkien. 
He built a whole world 
around elves. He gave 
to the elves of Middle-
Earth a culture, a his-
tory, a language. He 
split them into differ-
ent groups, gave them 
lineages and dynas-
ties. He also gave them 

life through story upon 
story; no one has ever 
written about elves like 
Tolkien has. Thereby, he 
has also inspired me to 
write about the fae. 

Since I first started 
writing, I have tried my 
hand several times at 
crafting elves into my 
stories. I have not been 
deterred from them be-
ing done to death. After 
all, vampires and wiz-
ards have been exhaust-
ed ten times over, but 
people still write about 
them. One of my book 
projects (I have several) 
is chock full of elves. My 
world has light elves, 
with fair skin and light 
hair, dark elves with 
charcoal gray skin and 
white hair, and wild 
elves who have horns 
and antlers. They are 

magical and ethereal, 
and very different from 
the rest of the peoples 
that populate my world.  

So, why do I love 
elves? Well, why does 
someone love vampires? 
Or dragons? The answer 
is because they exude 
beauty, and for me, they 
represent a high stan-
dard of existence. Elves 
are gods and goddesses 
that walk among hu-
mans in legends; bright 
reflections of what we 
could be. They repre-
sent everything that is 
good in this world—na-
ture, art, music, beauty, 
magic.

What’s not to love 
about them? 

Want to contact Da-
vid? Send him an email 
at dbcorderwriter@
gmail.com. 

What's not to love about elves?
Discussion of books and all things literacy from writer, reader, and teacher, David B. Corder.

David B. Corder loves stories with elves.

Corder's Book Corner

The interim executive 
director of Generations 
Unlimited is no stranger 
to the agency.

Hillery Hutto was ap-
pointed interim execu-
tive director last week, 
taking the place of Lisa 
Firmender.

“We look forward to 
working with Hillery in 
her new role at Genera-
tions Unlimited. From 
day one in this transi-
tion, she has demon-
strated a passion for 
service to seniors and 
a dedication to ensure 
continuity in Generation 
Unlimited’s daily op-
erations to provide those 
services,” said Barnwell 
County Administrator 
Tim Bennett. 

Hutto has worn many 
hats during her 12 years 
with GU, including hu-
man resources, client 
assessments, aging ser-
vices, federal and state 
billing/reporting, fit-
ness center manage-
ment, procurement, and 
benefits administration. 

“We have a great team 
here at Generations Un-
limited. Our staff are 

multi-talented, dedi-
cated, creative think-
ers. I look forward to 
working with Barnwell 
County and continuing 
to provide our most 
vulnerable citizens with 
the services they need,” 
said Hutto.

She looks forward to 
helping the county dur-
ing this transition in 
leadership. 

“Once we lay that new 
foundation, our focus 
will be to get our Medic-
aid trips restored to the 
pre-pandemic volume. 
Medicaid revenue is ap-
plied as a match to our 
5311 Mass Transit pro-
gram. I am thankful that 
we didn’t have to inter-
rupt essential services 

to the community. Some 
of our passengers just 
can’t find another ride. 
We are in survival mode 
and the end goal of serv-
ing our most vulnerable 
citizens is what keeps 
us moving forward as 
a team through these 
changes,” she said. 

Working with seniors 
has always been a pas-
sion for  Hutto,  who 
started working with 
seniors in the nursing 
home setting after high 
school as a certif ied 
nursing assistant and 
later in administration. 

“It was in this set-
ting where my passion 
for seniors developed,” 
Hutto said. 

She grew up traveling 
the world as her father 
served in the military, 
including stops in Ger-
many and Italy. Barnwell 
became her home after 
her father moved the 
family here for work at 
the Savannah River Site. 

She has two children, 
including a son who is 
a biologist with a phar-
maceutical  company 
and a daughter who 
attends Jefferson Da-
vis Academy. Her free 
time is spent watching 
her daughter pitch a 
softball.

Hillery Hutto named 
interim director of 

Generations Unlimited
Jonathan Vickery

Publisher
jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Hillery Hutto

actually emailed me to 
say that if I didn’t sign 
the contract, they would 
reduce our rates,” said 
Firmender.  

Firmender said she 
also contacted other 
agencies and entities for 
funding, including the 
director of the Depart-
ment of Aging to set up a 
meeting with one agency 
from each region to dis-
cuss funding concerns in 
an attempt to get some of 
the $23 million in ARP 
funding they received. 
She also secured new 
meals contracts as an al-
ternative source of reve-
nue and cut expenses by 
not filling three vacant 
positions. 

“Our agency has never 
been fully funded, so we 
were always looking for 
ways to increase revenue 
and decreased cost,” she 
said. 

Firmender had been 
in contact with county 
council since the finan-
cial situation was first 
projected last year. They 
were given details of 
these efforts.

“GU forecasted our 
financial situation as 
early as May of last fis-
cal year due to increased 
costs, stagnant reim-
bursements and alloca-
tions that had not been 
increased in decades, 
decreased revenues due 
to decreased ridership 
and cuts from programs 
like United Way. We be-
gan working on multiple 
fronts at the state and lo-
cal level to find alternate 
sources of funding, nego-
tiate new contracts, write 
grants and to try and 
access American Rescue 
Plan funding both at the 
county and state level,” 
said Firmender. “I be-
lieve those efforts will 
start to show results as 
early as April and things 
will turn around for the 
agency, but we could not 
hang on that long with-
out county assistance.”

That’s why she sought 
financial assistance from 
county council in the 
form of $280,000 in ARP 
funding. While they pro-
vided GU with $50,000 
in recent months, coun-
cil denied further funds 
at the February meeting 
until GU could provide 

a detailed financial plan. 
Firmender had provided 
a sustainability plan, but 
said a detailed financial 
plan would take more 
time. 

Without this addition-
al funding, Firmender 
made the recommenda-
tion to shut down the 
5311 mass transporta-
tion program (known as 
Local Motion). The GU 
board unanimously vot-
ed in agreement. 

Two days later (Feb. 
19), county council ap-
proved by consensus 
another $25,000 to GU. 
On Feb. 22, the council 
held a special meeting 
where they voted to dis-
solve the GU board, take 
over governance of the 
agency, and then fire Fir-
mender. 

“I hope council will 
be able to keep the same 
level of service and cer-
tainly wish them the 
best,” said Firmender. 

GU provides vital ser-
vices to the seniors of 
Barnwell County to help 
them “stay as healthy as 
possible so they can age 
in place by providing 
nutritious meals, social-
ization, health educa-
tion, exercise and recre-
ational opportunities,” 
said Firmender. 

They also take people 
who either do not have 
a vehicle, can’t drive, or 
choose not to drive, to 
work, job-related train-
ing, shopping, educa-
tional sites, medical 
appointments, to GU’s 
senior centers, to the 
YMCA, or wherever they 
need to go. 

“We have a huge eco-
nomic and health im-
pact. GU does so much 
more for people than we 
are reimbursed for. If a 
senior doesn’t have food 
in their home, we take 
them food. If they can’t 
pay their electricity bill 
or need a heater or a fan 
or any number of other 
issues, we help them find 
the resources they need. 
I can’t emphasize how 
important the services 
are,” said Firmender. 

Though she is no lon-
ger in charge, Firmender 
is glad the wheels con-
tinue to move at GU so 
clients receive necessary 
services. 

Firmender: Former GU 

director speaks out FROM PAGE 12A ACROSS
1. In ill humor
5. Like a ship?
8. Repeating word on South 
Pacific map
12. Man-eating fairy tail 
giant
13. Newspaper piece
14. Pertaining to the ear
15. Family group
16. Not the life of the party
17. Andean animal
18. *Like Sunday, the day of 
announcements
20. Bodily disorders
21. 19th century Robber 
baron Jay ____
22. Architect’s software, acr.
23. Articulates
26. Soak up
29. Cuban dance step
30. Auditory canal, e.g.
33. Needlefish, pl.
35. “Star Wars” creator
37. Swindle
38. March edition, e.g.
39. Rest or settle
40. Johnny Cash’s “Get 
____”
42. *It never ends this way
43. Another word for acety-
lene
45. High or hilly land
47. Grazing spot
48. Copying machine
50. ____ code
52. *Those remaining in last 
weekend (Two words)
56. Gives off
57. Afghanistan’s western 
neighbor
58. Beginner
59. Send in payment
60. Halfway around links
61. Besides
62. Biz bigwig
63. *D-___ schools only
64. Swedish shag rugs

DOWN
1. ____ Brown and “What’s 
Up, ____?”
2. Gawk at
3. River in Orenburg, Russia
4. Weasel out
5. Go bad
6. Massacre of the Innocents 

king
7. “I Dream of Jeannie” star
8. *Last year’s runner-up 

from Washington
9. Like word of mouth
10. Those born under Aries

11. Chicken ____ 
____ king
13. Between 90 and 
180 degrees
14. Spy’s cover
19. Crocus bulbs, e.g.
22. *Network
23. *School with 
most titles
24. Car rack manu-
facturer
25. Like an implied 
agreement
26. Your mom’s sister
27. Haile Selassie’s 
disciple
28. Boston hockey 
player
31. Heart pain
32. Ken or Barbie, 
e.g.

34. *Placement
36. *First A in NCAA
38. Motivate
40. Biology class acronym
41. Benevolent
44. Leavening agent
46. Another word for golf 
club
48. Rice wine
49. Lacking sense
50. NYSE MKT, formerly
51. Frost design on a win-
dow
52. Porto____, Italy
53. Like acne-prone skin
54. Bear constellation
55. Fish eggs, pl.
56. Before, archaic
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