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Arrests made 

in convenience 

store robberies

The Barnwell Police De-
partment has arrested two 
individuals in connection to 
two separate incidents at local 
convenience stores. 

Gabrieon K. McMillan, 18, 
of Martin, was arrested and 
charged with Armed Robbery 
and Possession of a Weapon 
During the Commission of a 
Violent Crime. The charges 
stem from the robbery of the 
Quick & Easy store on Marl-
boro Avenue in Barnwell on 
February 5 around 8:50 a.m.

"McMillan is alleged to have 
entered the store and present-
ed a gun to the clerk.  During 
the robbery he took cash (ap-
proximately $300) and tobacco 
products," stated a post on the 
BPD's Facebook page. 

He also has been charged 
with Burglary 2nd Degree 
(non-violent) for another in-
cident that occurred on the 
same day. 

That charge is related to Mc-
Millan being inside a home on 
Hook Street where he did not 
live or belong. The Barnwell 
County dog tracking team led 
police to the home where they 
found McMillan inside. He 
said the house belonged to his 
cousin, although he could not 
provide a full name. 

The homeowner told police 
that the individual they en-
countered does not live there. 
This led police to obtain an 
arrest warrant for 2nd degree 
burglary related to the indi-
vidual being at the home, said 
the chief.

Chief Lamaz Robinson said 
they recovered contraband 
from the home after executing 
the warrant. 

In an unrelated case, police 
arrested Eric Lee Brown, 45, 
of Allendale, for Burglary 2nd 
Degree (Violent).  

The charge stems from the 
burglary of the Bi-Rite store on 
January 16 in the early morn-
ing hours.  

"Brown is alleged to have 
thrown a brick through the 
window and entered the store 
without permission.  Once 
inside he took the register and 
U.S. currency," according to 
the BPD.  

Other charges may be 
brought against Brown. 

Chief Robinson thanks the 
community for all the help 
they provided in both cases.

The cast of "Showtime at First Baptist" includes Renee Owens, Melissa Easterling, Caroline Randall, Brittney 
Taylor, Mandy Smith, and Donna Creech (seated).

Jonathan Vickery / Publisher

Residents who rely on Local 
Motion to get to work, appoint-
ments, and other destinations 
could soon be stranded. 

Local Motion, which is Barn-
well County’s public transpor-
tation provider, is in jeopardy 
of closing due to financial con-
straints. 

“Generations Unlimited is 
struggling financially due to 
increased prices and decreased 
revenues related to the pan-
demic. We are discussing cut-
ting programs like mass transit. 
This would impact not only 
passengers, but also businesses 
because we take a lot of people 
to work,” said Lisa Firmender, 
executive director of Genera-
tions Unlimited (GU), which 
operates Local Motion. The 
Barnwell native has led the 

agency for nearly 12 years.
Cuts in services could come 

soon depending on the action 
of GU’s board, which meets 

this Thursday, Feb. 17. GU has 
scheduled a public hearing for 
Saturday, Feb. 19 at 1 p.m. at 
the Gail Reyes Senior Center 
in Barnwell on the proposed 
discontinuation of the 5311 Pro-
gram, which provides assistance 
for transportation options and 
services. 

Local Motion receives 50 per-
cent of its operational funding 
from the S.C. Department of 

Public transportation in jeopardy

See TRANSPORTATION, 5A

Circle Theatre’s new play in-
cludes hymns and humor. 

“Showtime at First Baptist” is 
the second in a series of plays by 
the same author, Ron Osborne. 
Circle Theatre produced the 
first play, “First Baptist of Ivy 
Gap”, in 2016. Director Michael 
Pisacreta enjoyed the storytell-
ing and how the audience con-
nected to the characters of the 
first play, so he knew he had 
to bring the second play to the 
Barnwell stage. 

“My hope is that audiences 
will not only laugh at some of 
the ridiculous and hilarious mo-
ments and circumstances taking 
place on stage, but also connect 
with the heart of the story as 
well,” said Pisacreta. 

“Showtime at First Baptist” 
takes place after First Baptist 
of Ivy Gap's 100th anniversary 
picnic. The picnic was a success, 
aside from a bolt of lightning 
that struck the church's steeple 
and ignited a fire that destroyed 
the sanctuary. 

“In the wake of the disaster, 
key women of the church – led 
by Edith, the pastor's take-

charge wife – gather in what's 
left (the fellowship hall) to 
commiserate and try to put 
things back together. To raise 
spirits and funds for rebuild-
ing, the women plan an evening 
of entertainment designed to 
showcase the congregation's 
talent. Could it be that some of 
Edith's gang plan a song and 
dance number that may shock 
the congregation? If so, how will 
they circumvent the authority of 
the all-male conservative board 
of deacons, not to mention, one 
of their own?” according to a 
synopsis of the play from www.
concordtheatricals.com. 

“This is a story of how a 
small group of determined 
women come together and get 
through adversity with humor 
and grace,” said Pisacreta. 

Six local women have been 
rehearsing and working hard 
since January to bring these 
diverse, southern characters to 
life, including Donna Creech 
as Edith, the pastor’s wife and 
matriarch of the church. Renee 
Owens portrays Vera, the wife 
of the chairman of the deacon 
board and one of Edith’s clos-
est friends. Caroline Randall 
portrays Mae Ellen, the church’s 
organist. Mandy Smith is por-
traying Olene, a woman return-

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Play brings comedy 
to Circle Theatre

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

See PLAY, 13A
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McMillan Brown

Fire victim 
identified

The victim of a Williston 
house fire has been identified.

Osceola Pryer, 75, of 1661 
Elko St., Williston, died of 
smoke inhalation after his 
house caught fire on Feb. 6, 
said Barnwell County Coro-
ner Denise Gibson.

“We arrived and had heavy 

fire in the front of the resi-
dence and through the roof. 
Crews made entry to do a fire 
attack and search,” said Wil-
liston Fire Chief John Melton.

The search led to the discov-
ery of a victim, who was identi-
fied after an autopsy on Feb. 9. 

Following an investiga-
tion, the S.C. Fire Marshal’s 
Office ruled the most prob-
able cause of the fire as 
smoking related, according 
to their website.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

IF YOU GO

What: “Showtime at First 

Baptist” play

When: Feb. 25 & 26, March 4 & 

5 at 7 p.m.; Feb. 27 & March 6 

at 3 p.m.

Where: Circle Theatre 

(325 Academy St., Barnwell)

Tickets: $12 in advance, 

$15 at the door

It will impact a lot of Barnwell County 
residents who use our services to go to work, 

shopping, and medical appointments." 
-Lisa Firmender, Generations Unlimited

on the impact of cuts to public transportation

SAMPLE
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Business

After years of living in 
another state, Kimberli 
Scott-Still came back 
to Allendale. She took 
her place as part of the 
fourth generation in the 
family business, Col-
lum’s Lumber Products, 
and became involved in 
leadership roles in Al-
lendale County.

After graduation from 
Barnwell High School 
in 1999 and USC Co-
lumbia, Scott moved to 
Tampa, Florida where 
she worked several 
years for HomeWorks, 
a custom builder, as 
project manager and 
designer.

Why did this success-
ful and attractive wom-
an leave sunny Florida 
and return to Allen-
dale?

“Ultimately, how 
many people would 
have that opportunity? 
I felt if I didn’t try it, 
I would have regrets. 
There, of course, is al-
ways a sense of family 
responsibility. I chose 
to be part of the com-
pany I owned versus a 
non-active shareholder. 
However, it was an ex-
tremely difficult deci-
sion to leave Tampa and 
return to the rural area 
of S.C. I am continuing  
a legacy of producing 
superior products from 
reusable resources that 
are American made," 
she said.

Collum’s Lumber em-
ployees hundreds of 
men and women in the 
tri-county area, offering 
high-paying jobs. 

“This is what my fam-
ily has accomplished 
generation after genera-
tion. I wanted to be part 
of that history,” Scott-
Still related.

Before returning to 
Allendale, Scott-Still 
earned a B.S. in Finance 

and a minor in Ac-
counting from the Uni-
versity of  Tampa. It's a 
degree that would help 
her in the manufactur-
ing business.

Scott became the Hu-
man Relations Manager 
at Collum's in 2012. 

Maintenance work-
ers, production line 
crews, rolling stock op-
erators,  loggers, and 
truckers are tough jobs 
performed by tough 
men and women. Some 
have questionable 
pasts, sometimes even 
requiring the employee 
to wear an ankle moni-
tor.

How does she deal 
with hiring and firing 
these men?

"I believe if you give 
respect, you get respect. 
I feel there is a sense of 
honesty between my-
self and the people I 
employ. If our judicial 
system says you’re a 
free person – then as 
far as I’m concerned 
you should be able to 
apply for a job like any-
one  else. I’ll give you 

an opportunity, it is up 
to you what you do with 
it. Nine times out of ten 
those are the people that 
stick and get it right. 
They have learned from 
previous mistakes and 
want to make a differ-
ent life for themselves, 
given the chance," she 
said.

Collum's Lumber also 
employs countless lo-
cal people with no for-
mer problematic back-
ground, all of which 
are hardworking and 
staunch individuals. 

"The majority of our 

managerial team are lo-
cals who worked their 
way up the ranks into 
supervisory positions  
and are in decision 
making roles that help 
grow our business,”  
she said.

Scott-Still is a mem-
ber of several state and 
local  boards and com-
mittees whose objec-
tive is to elevate and 
educate. If there is a 
speaking opportunity 
or job fair, she enjoys 
participating as long 
as her schedule al-
lows. She is a member 

of the advisory com-
mittee for the U.S. 2020 
STEM Collation grant, 
plays a role in orches-
tration Original Six 
Foundation's Practice 
Makes Perfect Home-
work Center, and vol-
unteers for DIG's STEM 
program. She has even 
gone into classrooms 
doing hands-on ac-
tivities and education 
about manufacturing 
careers. All these ac-
tivities are designed 
to educate and elevate 
students in Allendale 
County.

“Being an industry 
that hires locals, I en-
counter too many hires 
that dropped out of 
school at an early age, 
as adults cannot read, 
or possess fundamen-
tal skills, may have 
been in/out  of jail and 
plenty who have spent 
their fair time in pris-
on. All of these stories 
have a common de-
nominator - no mentor 
or role model, absentee 
parents, no exposure 
to anything different; 

they don’t know the 
opportunities avail-
able much less how to 
achieve them,” Scott-
Still said.

How do we break the 
cycle, so that the story 
line changes?

“I was fortunate to 
grow up with numerous 
role models and, even 
as an adult, I still add to 
my list of mentors," she 
said.

One of her mentors is 
Allendale County Su-
perintendent Dr. Mar-
garet Gilmore. 

"Her actions inspire 
others to learn more, 
dream more, and be-
come and do more. Test-
ing scores, graduation 
rates, success stories are 
a true truth teller. Her 
level of impact has not 
only made a difference 
in an individual’s life, 
but also in developing 
a better future for our 
community," said Scott-
Still.

Though she isn't look-
ing to make excuses for 
anyone, Scott-Still said 
it's hard to expect dif-
ferent results given the 
climate and culture that 
many locals grow up in. 

“Children are prod-
ucts of their environ-
ment and until we 
change the mindset, the 
culture and ultimately 
the environment – the 
cycle with continue," 
said Scott-Still.

Why does she do what 
she does?

"It’s about creating 
opportunity, creating 
experiences, opening 
the door for resources 
– so that the circle of 
drugs and absentee role 
models isn’t the only 
outlet and exposure 
people have. I believe, 
given the opportunity 
to 'Be More', we’ll see 
a new generation 'Do 
More,'" she said.

It's a tough job, but 
Kimberli Scott-Still is a 
tough woman.

Kimberli Scott-Still seeks to help Allendale

Kimberli Scott-Still (left) talks with employees of her family's business, Collum's Lumber, in Allendale, including 

(from left to right) Tommie Hutto Jr. (3 years employed), Gustavo Perez (11 years employed), Khafji Young (4 

years employed), Bubba Benton (20 years employed), and Gregg Hutto (30 years employed). 

Re: DOE Plutonium Settlement

To the citizens of Barnwell County:

As we should all know, the DOE Plutonium Settlement is 
being discussed and debated in the South Carolina House 
and Senate. I, as well as you, should be concerned about 
the division of this money.
From the time SRS was established, the plutonium has 
been stored in Barnwell County, and most of the land 
seized was from Barnwell County. The responsibility of 
storing and maintaining a deposit area for this dangerous and highly contaminated 
material was placed on our county.

From my perspective, Barnwell County should get the lion’s share of these funds. 
As an elected offi  cial of Barnwell County, I understand every representative of their 
congressional district, house district, senate district, county council district, and each 
city will and should fi ght for as much as they can get out of the settlement.
Let us look at it this way: There are 46 counties in our state. Since the establishment 
of SRS (the name has been changed), not one of the other 45 counties has off ered to 
take any of the plutonium and store it in its county. No, not one.

For a factual point, when Chem Nuclear wanted a place to store hazardous waste in 
South Carolina, every other county said no, but when it came to the dividing of the 
funds, every other county wanted and got a share of those funds.

We are at a point of refl ection: Is there such a thing as fairness? Barnwell County 
should persist in fi ghting for what is just. I say to you, my fellow citizens of Barnwell 
County, not only should we persist, but we must also insist that Barnwell County 
receive its just portion of these funds.
I will be in Columbia on the 23rd of this month (February), and I will lobby as hard as 
one person can. As one famous person was said to have stated, Let’s go to the Capitol 
and let our concerns be heard.
I call on all the mayors, school board, every council person of the city and county, 
and every organization or group in Barnwell County to join me on this mission. By 
all means, we need our religious leaders to join us as well, because nothing can be 
achieved without God Almighty.

Harold L. Buckmon, Chairman
Barnwell County Council

Letter to the Editor

all means, we need our religious leaders to join us as well, because nothing can be 

Harold L. Buckmon, Chairman
Barnwell County Council
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Linda Murphy Myrick
Allendale Co. Correspondent

"It’s about creating 
opportunity, creating 
experiences, opening 

the door for resources 
– so that the circle of 

drugs and absentee 
role models isn’t 

the only outlet and 
exposure people have. 

I believe, given the 
opportunity to “Be 

More”, we’ll see a new 
generation “Do More."
-Kimberli Scott-Still,

Collum's Lumber

Please 

recycle this 

newspaper!

Adam's Nursery wanted to do something to give back 

to the community on Valentine's Day. That's why Wyatt 

and Weston Altman, children of the nursery's owners, 

went to the PruittHealth Nursing Home in Barnwell on 

Feb. 14 to distribute flowers to the ladies there. "They 

loved being able to deliver and talk to the residents," 

said Jennifer Altman of her sons.  

Adam's Nursery spreads 

love to nursing home for 

Valentine's Day

SAMPLE
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Imagine if everyone 
lived in a “Wasteless 
Wonderland.” All trash 
would be recycled, 
buildings would be 
made of recycled plas-
tic, and an “UltraViolet 
Explorer'' would be di-
rectly responsible for 
everyone to have high-
speed internet.

It's not such a far-
fetched idea if groups 
of students like those at 
the Dreams, Imagina-
tion and Gift (DIG) De-
velopment After School 
Program in Williston 
keep working as dedi-
cated and hard as they 
have this past year. 

William Shipes, an 
instructor for the Wil-
liston DIG program, 
along with Charlette 
Epps, site coordinator, 
helped guide the team 
of eight students to not 
only compete, but place 
third in the Regional 
Future City event on 
January 22.

Each team of students 
was judged by panels of 
volunteers from STEM 
and design fields on de-
liverables that included 
a 1,500-word essay, a 
scale model with a $100 
budget, and a seven-
minute video presenta-
tion highlighting the 
team’s creativity, inge-
nuity and communica-
tion skills. Use of re-
cycled materials for the 
model was encouraged.

Rodney Holmes, Hai-
ley O’Neal, RaJiyah 
James, Dantrell Cuthb-
ertson, Teaonia Thom-
as, Jordan Dash, Ali 
Jenkins and Kanye Ford 
won the “Leadership 
Award” and the “Best 
Circular Energy Gen-
eration and Storage in 
Waste Free Future City” 
Award. They won third 

place overall. 
Savannah River Nu-

clear Solutions (SRNS) 
and the Ruth Patrick 
Science Education Cen-
ter at the University of 
South Carolina Aiken 
held the regional com-
petition for sixth, sev-
enth and eighth grade 
students virtually. 

“I am hopeful the stu-
dents recognize compe-
titions like Future City 
can lead to a highly 
beneficial experience 
that can last a lifetime,” 
said Buford Beavers, 
an SRNS engineering 
department manager. 
“Our country’s success 
will be determined by 
students like those who 
have been participating 
in this amazing, multi-
month project.”

Teams were asked to 

design a futuristic city 
using the three princi-
ples of a circular econo-
my: designing out waste 
and pollution, keeping 
products and materials 
in use, and regenerating 
natural systems. 

“Every year I’m im-
pressed with the hours 
of work that typically 
goes into each city,” 
said Taylor Rice, who 
works with the SRNS 
education outreach di-
vision and coordinates 
the regional competi-
tion. “I admire their 
dedication and resolve 
to work as a team under 
the helpful guidance of 
a teacher and mentor.”

Indeed, this is quite 
an accomplishment 
of which all involved 
students deserve to be 
proud. There were 27 

initial entries but only 
19 completed the project 
and out of those 19, Wil-
liston’s after school DIG 
program placed third 
across the state. 

“This is the first year 
they placed,'' Shipes 
said. “We've had some 
honorable and special 
mentions in the past, 
but this is the first time 
we actually placed in 
the top three.”

“The students had 
to present virtually 
this year because of 
the coronavirus. Usu-
ally they present over at 
USC-Aiken. We had to 
come here and present 
the day that it snowed. 
They had to be here at 8 
a.m. and stay till 1 p.m. 
They presented 15 dif-
ferent times to 15 dif-
ferent judges on Zoom,” 

Shipes continued. 
“They had their main 
presentation which ran 
30 to 45 minutes then 
they had to do 13 or 
14 other presentations 
from 7 to 10 minutes 
long. So, they had to log 
on to one judge, pres-
ent, take a five-minute 
break, log on to another 
one present, etc. They 
went through a lot that 
day. They came in and 
spent their whole Satur-
day doing that.” 

They went home at 1 
p.m. and the presenta-
tion of the awards was 
on YouTube at 4:30. 
“So they were all able 
to watch YouTube from 
their phones. They were 
all really excited. We got 
text messages and Face-
Timed to let them know 
they won. The next 

week when the students 
returned, they gathered 
together, watched the 
presentation and talked 
about how good they 
did as a whole group. In 
addition, they watched 
some of the other 
schools' presentations 
so they could see where 
they want to improve 
next time,” Shipes said.

Rodney Holmes, the 
team’s 10-year-old proj-
ect engineer, spoke with 
the confidence of an 
adult as he described the 
model city. “Our topic 
was to make a trash-free 
city; what it would look 
like in 100 years, so we 
designed this,” he said 
pointing at their futuris-
tic city model.

Rodney said he's in-
spired and already has 
ideas for next year. 
When asked if he’d like 
to give us any clues, he 
smiled like he’s holding 
a good hand of cards 
and said, “I don't think 
so.”

Eighth grader Hai-
ley O’Neal ”basically 
led the whole project,” 
Shipes said. 

“Before this started, 
I asked the group to 
sit down and draw out 
their ideas of the city. 
We talked it over as 
a group and I helped 
them create their ideas 
in the best ways that 
would work,” O’Neal 
said. 

As the leader of the 
group, she believes “stu-
dents can accomplish 
anything that they put 
their minds to as long as 
you keep your faith and 
always believe in your-
self. DIG is a wonderful 
program. I've been in 
it since first grade and 
ever since then I've had 
straight A's.”

Charlette Epps, site 
coordinator, oversaw 

Wasteless Wonderland: DIG wins 3rd at Future City
Donna-Maria Conzalina

Contributing Writer

The Williston DIG team shows off their Future City display that earned them a third place award. 
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Barnwell County Government 2021 Recap

Accomplishments and Initiatives

BARNWELL COUNTY FAMILY Y POOL ADDITION

WESTERN FACING PERSPECTIVE RENDERING

NOVEMBER 2021

Capital Project Sales Tax
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Rodney Holmes was the project engineer for DIG. Charlette Epps and William Shipes oversaw the team.

See FUTURE CITY, 9A
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The People.Sentinel

Dear Editor: 
Generations Unlimited op-

erates Local Motion which 
is the public transit system 
for Barnwell County.  Lo-
cal Motion provides shared 
rides to get people to work, 
work related training, life-
saving medical appointments, 
essential shopping and to 
meal sites such as the senior 
centers and the soup kitchen.  
We provide a vital service 
for Barnwell County.  Our 
passengers include older 
residents, people with dis-
abilities, veterans, students, 
and employees. 

We have a significant eco-
nomic impact in Barnwell 
County. Rural public trans-
portation is an important 
component in supporting our 
local economy by connecting 
residents with local busi-
nesses and job opportunities.  
There is a shortage of employ-
ees and many businesses are 
having problems hiring.  The 
lack of transportation is one 
more barrier for many busi-
nesses looking for employees. 
Public transportation helps 
businesses access an employ-
ee pool that would otherwise 
not be available.  

A l t h o u g h  m a n y  o l d e r 
Americans drive safely, as 
people age, particularly past 
75 years, their driving ability 
tends to decline.  By choice or 
necessity, many older Ameri-
cans adjust their routines 
and rely on alternative trans-
portation options.  Genera-
tions Unlimited provides free 
transportation for seniors 60 
and older to medical appoint-
ments, essential shopping 
and to our senior centers.  
Surveys indicate that most 

older Americans want to age 
in place.  To make this pos-
sible, rural communities need 
appropriate mobility options 
for seniors.  

Generations Unlimited is 
currently struggling finan-
cially due to increased food 
costs, increased gas prices, in-
creased repair costs for vehi-
cles, and the need to increase 
salaries to attract workers.  
In addition, we continue to 
have expenditures related 
to the pandemic including 
daily sanitation of vehicles, 
PPE and sanitizers. Because 
reimbursement rates for our 
services have not kept pace 
with the cost increases, we 
are faced with the prospect 
of reducing services.  This 
will have a significant impact 
on our community economi-
cally when people can’t get 
to work or to stores to shop.  
It will limit access to medical 
appointments, community 
services and meal programs.  

Public transportation is an 
increasingly critical service 
for Barnwell County and is 
worth the investment and on-
going support for employees, 
seniors, people with disabili-
ties, veterans and anyone who 
either lacks transportation or 
chooses not to drive.   

Generations Unlimited is 
a sub-agency of County gov-
ernment and we receive a 
$30,000 annual allocation 
from the County.  This an-
nual support has not been 
increased in over a decade 
which is indicative of how 
little County Council values 
supports for seniors and our 
public transit system. 

Barnwell County was al-
located 2 million dollars that 

they received in May of this 
year in American Rescue Plan 
funding and is anticipating an 
additional 2 million dollars.  
This money was intended to 
help agencies like Genera-
tions Unlimited in the after-
math of the pandemic as the 
name of the funding implies.  
Generations Unlimited has 
been requesting one-time 
funding in an amount which 
represents 7% of the ARP 
funding the County has and 
will receive. We have been 
requesting this funding since 
May of this year when we 
projected a shortfall.  County 
Council should provide the 
ARP funding in the total 
amount requested immedi-
ately to ensure that services 
are not cut.  

What is County Council 
doing with the money in-
tended to help agencies and 
why are they not providing 
it to ensure that seniors and 
people who rely on public 
transportation continue to 
receive services?  

Please call your County 
Council representative and 
ask them to support Gen-
erations Unlimited with the 
much- needed funding to pre-
vent cuts to services.  If you 
are not sure who your County 
Council representative is or 
need contact information, you 
can reach out to me at (803) 
541-1249.  

Lisa Firmender
Executive Director
Generations Unlimited
10915 Ellenton Street 
Barnwell, SC 29812
(803) 541-1249

Letter to the Editor

Christine 
Patrick

Clemson 
Extension

During February, we observe 
American Heart Month. Do 
your heart a favor by exercis-
ing regularly and eating health-
ful foods, including plenty of 
deep red and bright pink fruits 
and vegetables every day. The 
“red” color group of fruits 
and vegetables is rich in many 
health-promoting and disease-

fighting phytochemicals, such as lycopene and anthocyanins. 
These antioxidants promote a healthy heart, memory, and 
urinary tract, as well as lower your risk for certain cancers 
(e.g. prostate cancer).

Deep red and bright pink fruits and vegetables include 
tomatoes and tomato products (e.g. tomato juice, spaghetti 
sauce, and pizza sauce); red bell peppers; red onions; beets; 
red cabbage; radishes; red kidney beans; apples; red and 
pink grapefruit; red grapes; strawberries; cherries; water-
melon; raspberries; cranberries; red pears and pomegran-
ates. 

Here are some ideas for serving nutritious meals and 
snacks that include deep and bright pink foods in February 
and throughout the year:    
 

• Top your oatmeal with a heart shape made of dried 
cranberries or dried cherries.

• Enjoy a pink or red grapefruit half. Sprinkle it lightly 
with brown sugar if you prefer. 

• Make heart-shaped muffins by filling the muffin cups 
½ to ⅔ full of batter and inserting a small ball of tin foil 
between the muffin pan and liner. Bake as usual. 

• Make a raspberry smoothie in the blender by combin-
ing ¾ to 1 cup vanilla-flavored yogurt and frozen raspber-
ries, adding a few tablespoons at a time. After blended to 
desired consistency, you may add 1 or more teaspoons of 
sugar or no-calorie sweetener.

• Toss a salad that includes some red bell pepper, red 
onion, radishes, and cherry or grape tomatoes. If you 
prefer coleslaw, add chopped red onion, red pepper, and 
apples to red cabbage. 

• Nibble on red grapes, a juicy red apple, or a red pear.

• Make Rosy Cinnamon Applesauce by combining the 
following: 1 24-ounce jar of unsweetened applesauce; 1 
tablespoon cinnamon “red-hot” candies and ⅛ teaspoon 
ground cinnamon. Heat the mixture in a saucepan over 
medium heat for 3 minutes or until the candies are melted. 
Serve warm or cover and refrigerate to serve chilled. 
Makes 5 ½-cup servings. 

• Serve a pink treat, such as frozen strawberry yogurt or 
vanilla pudding to which a few drops of red food coloring 
have been added. 

     
Less than one in four South Carolinians eat at least five or 

more servings of fruits and vegetables daily.  Strive to eat 2 
cups of vegetables and 2½ cups of fruit daily. Choose many 
different ones in a variety of colors, because no single vegeta-
ble or fruit has all the nutrients you need for good health. To 
further reduce your chances of heart disease, eat a variety of 
whole grains, lean meats, poultry, fish, legumes, and fat-free 
and low-fat dairy foods. Stay physically active and maintain 
healthy body weight as well as normal levels of blood choles-
terol, triglycerides, and blood pressure.   

For related information visit the Home and Garden Infor-
mation Center webpage at http://hgic.clemson.edu, refer to 
HGIC 4016, Focus on Fruits; HGIC 4017, Vary Your Veggies; 
HGIC 4064, Antioxidants and HGIC 4090, When It Comes to 
Chocolate, Choose Dark.

NOTICE: Clemson University Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of 
race, color, gender, religion, national origin, disability, politi-
cal beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status, and 
is an equal opportunity employer.

HAVE A HEART 

HEALTHY MONTH

HOMEMAKER’S 

COLUMN:

Having left inflation un-
checked for so long, the chal-
lenge now for the White House 
and the Federal Reserve Board 
is keeping soaring prices from 
overwhelming family budgets 
without triggering a recession. 
It’s a delicate balance. Are they 
up to the challenge? 

So far, the president’s actions 
don’t inspire much confidence.

The White House spent much 
of last year downplaying the 
threat of inflation – even as most 
of us could see the price hikes in 
our grocery receipts and at the 
gas pump. When prices rose too 
sharply to be ignored, the White 
House spun it as “transitory,” or 
temporary, inflation brought on 
by pandemic-related crimps in 
supply chains. But that ignores 
the role that printing trillions of 
dollars in the name of “pandemic 
relief” played in creating a surge 
in consumer demand, thus feed-
ing inflation. (Increasing the 
amount of money circulating 

in an economy relative to the 
amount of goods and services 
available for purchase is a recipe 
for inflation – and not the tempo-
rary kind.)

The numbers are in, and con-
sumer prices rose a whopping 7 
percent in 2021 – a four-decade 
high. Americans are shelling out 
more and more for food, gas and 
bills. The “transitory” argument 
has shown itself to be false, and 
the White House has belatedly 
abandoned such talk.  

Either the president badly 
misread the inflation threat, or 
he wasn’t being level with the 
public. I suspect it was the latter; 
after all, he had spending plans 
to push… and the prospect of 
sustained inflation potentially 
threw a monkey wrench into 
those plans. Either way, the 
White House’s credibility on in-
flation matters has taken a big hit, 
and it’s a self-inflicted wound.

The president’s most recent 
spin is that corporate greed is 
to blame for ballooning con-
sumer costs. But that’s not a 
serious assertion. Businesses 
didn’t become greedy last year 
and decide all at once to gouge 
their customers. Demand soared 
following a federal spending 
binge combined with Americans 
spending the money they’d saved 
by staying home in the early 

months of the pandemic. So baf-
fling is this latest White House 
argument that the Washington 
Post – one of the news outlets 
most inclined to support the 
president – panned his “bizarre 
message on inflation.”

Often called “the cruelest tax” 
because of the numerous ways 
it impacts people’s daily lives, 
inflation affects virtually every-
one. It diminishes the purchasing 
power of families and businesses. 
Its sting is worst for those of 
lesser means and for seniors 
on fixed incomes, who tend to 
spend a greater proportion of 
their money on essentials like 
food and energy, which are most 
affected by inflation. Because 
inflation slashes the purchasing 
power of savings accounts, those 
at or near retirement may find 
their golden years less secure. 

This is a time for serious lead-
ership. The White House – as 
well as the Federal Reserve Board 
and Congress -- must be laser-
focused on rolling back inflation. 
They must move with delibera-
tion and resolve. And shooting 
a little straighter with the public 
can’t hurt, either. 

*Richard Eckstrom is a CPA 
and the state Comptroller. He’s 
president of the National Asso-
ciation of State Auditors, Comp-
trollers, and Treasurers.

The president must start 
taking inflation seriously

Richard 
Eckstrom

SC State 
Comptroller

SAMPLE
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Arrest reports listed be-
low are public record and 
have been provided by local 
law enforcement agencies. 
All persons named are pre-
sumed innocent until their 
cases are determined in a 
court of law.

Tony Joseph Demillo, 
48, of 449 Sturgeon Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
Feb. 1 by the Barnwell 
County Sheriff's Office 

(BCSO) for Failure to 
Stop for Police and Driv-
ing Under Suspension. 
Demillo was booked and 
released to the Barnwell 
County Detention Center 
(BCDC).

John Kristopher John-
son, 33, of 11448 Ellenton 
Street. Barnwell, was ar-
rested Feb. 1 by the BCSO 
for Criminal Domestic 
Violence. Johnson was 

booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Danielle Nicole Lewis, 
39, of 1951 Lake Drive, 
Williston, was arrested 
Feb. 7 by the BCSO for 
Fraudulent Check. Lewis 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

Joshua Seth Moody, 
25,  of  229 Pinehaven 
Street, Barnwell, was ar-
rested Feb. 4 by the BCSO 

for Cruelty to Children. 
Moody was booked and 
released to the BCDC.

Pamela Ray ,  40,  of 
546 Blease Creek Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
Feb. 4 by the BCSO for 
Assault & Battery and 
Resisting Arrest. Ray was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Nickolas Simmons , 
30, of 9400 Highway 39, 

Williston, was arrest-
ed Feb. 7 by the BCSO 
for Failure to Pay Child 
Support. Simmons was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC. 

Robert Ian Sistrunk, 
33, of 756 Windsor Road, 
Windsor, was arrested 
Feb. 9 by the BCSO for 
Unlawful Transportation/
Possession of Nonferrous 
Metals and Tools/Posses-

sion Making Implements 
Capable of Being used 
in Crime. Sistrunk was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Larmarion Lamont 
Williams Jr., 23, of 3361 
Govan Highway, Olar, 
was arrested Feb. 2 by the 
BCSO for Criminal Do-
mestic Violence. Williams 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

Arrest Reports

ALLENDALE COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

3249 Allendale-Fairfax Hwy.
Fairfax, S.C. 29827

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that Allen-
dale County School District will be accepting 
sealed bids for LAWN MAINTENANCE. 

Bids must be received by the Procurement 
Officer at Allendale County School District, 
3249 Allendale-Fairfax Hwy., Fairfax, S.C. 
29827 by February 24, 2022, at 10 a.m., at which 
time and place all bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud. 

Bid documents may be obtained by contact-
ing Angela Grant at (803) 584-4603 or by e-mail 
at granta@acs.k12.sc.us. Bid documents can 
also be found on the district's website at https://
www.acs.k12.sc.us/page/finance.

Advertisement for Bid
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FORFOR JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

803.300.1234

We pick up TODAY!
Want to advertise your business?

Call (803) 259-3501.

Transportation (SCDOT). 
The SCDOT requires Lo-
cal Motion and other 5311 
Program providers to 
come up with the remain-
der of revenue from local 
sources. 

Barnwell County allo-
cates $30,000 annually to 
GU, which is just a fraction 
of what’s needed for the 50 
percent local match. That’s 
why GU has relied on pro-
ceeds from the Medicaid 
program, which pays GU 
for taking Medicaid re-
cipients to appointments. 
Unfortunately, COVID 
has halted much of that 
revenue. 

“Because of COVID a lot 
of primary care physicians 

went to telemedicine to see 
patients. Trips are down 
and haven’t  bounced 
back,” said Firmender. 

While GU is hopeful 
that Medicaid trips will 
bounce back to normal 
levels, there’s no telling 
when that will happen. In 
the meantime, GU is expe-
riencing serious cashflow 
issues. 

“Once the program is 
shut down, SCDOT will 
come and pick up the 
buses and give them out 
to other agencies. It will 
take years to get this back. 
It will impact a lot of Barn-
well County residents 
who use our services to 
go to work, shopping, and 

medical appointments,” 
Firmender said. 

To help offset the loss 
of Medicaid funding, GU 
has been requesting help 
from the county since May 
2021 when it first projected 
the financial shortfall. GU 
asked Barnwell County 
Council for $280,000 in 
funding from American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) fund-
ing the county already 
received from the fed-
eral government. These 
funds are meant to help 
those impacted by the 
pandemic. 

Barnwell County has 
received $2 million of its 
approximate $4 million in 
ARP funds, although Ben-
nett said there’s no guar-
antee they will receive 
the balance. The county 
is accepting applications 
through March 15 from 
local agencies and orga-
nizations for a portion of 
these funds. 

“The Rescue Plan is de-
signed to assist in the re-
covery from the economic 
and health effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” 
states an ad on page A5 of 
this newspaper. 

Barnwell County Council 
allocated a total of $50,000 
from ARP funds that was 

split in two payments – one 
in late 2021 and one in Janu-
ary. Firmender said this 
money helps, but is only 
17.85 percent of what her 
agency requested to keep 
operating. 

“The County Council 
has not provided the fund-
ing that we need to con-
tinue to operate public 
transportation and senior 
services,” said Firmender. 

During a  Barnwel l 
County Finance Com-
mittee meeting on Feb. 
14, the committee voted 
to recommend to county 
council that they not give 
GU additional funding 
until the agency provides 
a detailed finance plan to 
the county. 

A similar request for a 
detailed financial plan was 
made by the county in De-
cember 2021, but no such 
plan has been provided, 
according to the county. 

“South Carolina De-
partment of Transporta-
tion and Barnwell County 
Council are requesting 
a detailed financial plan 
from Generations Unlim-
ited as to how it is going 
to resolve its financial 
difficulties in order to 
maintain its services going 
forward. County Council’s 

position is it is not going to 
continue to allocate funds 
to Generations Unlimited 
without a detailed finan-
cial plan,” said Barnwell 
County Administrator 
Tim Bennett.

What triggered the re-
cent attention from the 
county and SCDOT was 
GU receiving and spend-
ing, according to SCDOT, 
$1,362,593 in Federal Tran-
sit Administration CARES 
Act funds in 14 months 
from April 2020 to June 
2021. These were in ad-
dition to regular annual 
funding apportionments 
received by GU, plus the 
$50,000 in ARP funds the 
county already provided 
in recent months.  

“Additionally, another 
$75,000 is available by the 
county contingent upon 
receiving the requested 
detailed financial plan,” 
Bennett said. 

Firmender presented 
the council with a sustain-
ability plan, but not the 
detailed financial plan 
they seeks. She said at 
the Feb. 8 county council 
meeting that she and her 
board will be working on 
one following strategic 
planning in March. 

GU has made many 
cuts, including not fill-
ing some open positions, 
and is working to find 
grants and negotiate better 
rates with the state, but 
Firmender said “drastic 
decisions” will have to 
be made soon without 
the full local match of 
$280,000. This includes 
cutting services.

“Please contact your 
Barnwell County Coun-
cil representatives to ex-
press how vital public 
transportation, meals on 
wheels, senior center and 
homemaker programs are 
to you as members and 
businesses of Barnwell 
County,” Firmender said. 
“The loss of services will 
have a huge impact on 
people in our county.”

She said GU provides an 

average of 189 trips every 
day. This includes many 
people who have no others 
means of transportation to 
get to work or necessary 
medical appointments. 

Cuts will also result in a 
loss of jobs. GU employs 
approximately 50 people, 
most of whom work for 
the transportation side, 
including the drivers. 

While some on the 
council questioned why 
fares could not be raised, 
Firmender said that would 
not help since any increase 
would be backed out of 
the SCDOT reimburse-
ment. She said this was 
tried before she came to 
the agency, which led 
to fewer customers and 
less trips because some 
people could not afford 
the increase. 

“Public transportation is 
an increasingly critical ser-
vice for Barnwell County 
and is worth the invest-
ment and ongoing support 
for employees, seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
veterans and anyone who 
either lacks transportation 
or chooses not to drive,” 
said Firmender. 

Though the county 
is not giving additional 
funding at this time, the 
council is fully aware of 
GU’s importance as a 
Council on Aging whose 
mission is to meet the 
needs of the county’s se-
nior population. 

“County Council will 
always keep this in mind 
in making decisions. But 
County Council also has to 
keep in mind that spend-
ing taxpayer dollars with-
out a solid financial plan 
doesn’t solve anything, 
prolongs the problem, and 
is fiscally irresponsible,” 
said Bennett. 

While cuts to the trans-
portation services could 
be step one, Firmender 
said all programs will 
eventually be impacted 
if the agency does not 
receive the necessary local 
funding. 

FUNDING AVAILABLE

Barnwell County Government announces 
applications are available for organizations 
to apply for funds from the American Res-
cue Plan. The Rescue Plan is designed to as-
sist in the recovery from the economic and 
health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Deadline to apply is March 15, 2022. 
Award of funds is scheduled to be an-
nounced no later than April 15, 2022. 

To apply, email eferguson@barnwellsc.
com for an application. Place ARPA Ap-
plication in the subject line. Or, call (803) 
541-1000 to request an application. Return 
the application to eferguson@barnwellsc.
com or to Elaine Ferguson, Clerk to Coun-
cil, Barnwell County, 57 Wall St., Rm 126, 
Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 

For more information, phone

(803) 541-1000

Transportation: Deep cuts could be made to Local Motion mass transit services FROM PAGE 1A

HELP WANTED

Special Education 
Teacher (Blackville) 
Teach middle school school subjects to 

educationally and physically handicapped 
students. Includes teachers who specialize and 
work with audibly and visually handicapped 
students and those who teach basic academic and 
life processes skills to the mentally impaired. 

JOB REQUIREMENTS: Bachelor’s Degree or 
equivalent  in  Special Education or related field. 
South Carolina certification in Special Education. 

APPLY: Mail resume to Barnwell School 
District #19, 446 Country Club Road, Blackville, 
S.C. 29817.SAMPLE



Society
6A                                                                                                                                     Wednesday, February 16, 2022The People.Sentinel

Share your special occassion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Birth

Magnolia Jane Birt was born on December 20, 2021.

Magnolia Jane Birt
Mr. and Mrs. Pierson Clay Birt of Allendale are proud to announce the 

birth of their daughter, Magnolia Jane Birt. 
She was born at 5:18 a.m. on December 20, 2021 at University Hospital 

in Augusta, Ga. She weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces and was 21 and a half 
inches long. 

Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Birt of Barnwell. 
Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Oswald III of Allendale. 

Anniversary

Willie G. and Preston Fields celebrated their 50th anniversary on Feb. 12, 2022.

Mr. & Mrs. Fields 
celebrate 50 years

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Fields of Barnwell celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Saturday, February 12, 2022. 

Mrs. Fields is a floral designer and high school teacher and a lifelong 
resident of Barnwell. Mr. Fields is co-owner and operator, along with 
his son Marcus, of Stay Focus Driving Academy. 

The Fieldses are the proud parents of two sons, Joseph N. Geter, JD, 
and Marcus C. Fields, EdS, and one daughter, Dr. Kelley R. Fields, PhD. 
Their two grandsons are Joseph (Jay) N. Geter Jr. and Myles J. Geter.

No extravagant celebrations were held. The couple spent the evening en-
joying a delicious gourmet meal prepared by their daughter and watching 
the Winter Olympics on a large screen television gifted by their children.

Albertha Walker celebrated her 
88th birthday on Feb. 1, 2022.

She is a foster grandparent with 
Save the Children at Kelly Edwards 
Elementary School in Williston. 
Her co-workers surprised her with 
a luncheon party at the school.  

Albertha’s hobbies are cooking 
and working in the yard.

Ms. Walker is a member of Park 
Baptist Church. Her favorite scrip-
ture reading is the book of “Psalms” 
and her favorite song  is “Look 
Where He Brought Me From”.  

Alberta is asking for 100 years; 
however, if granted more, she 
will be grateful.   

Albertha 

Walker 

celebrates 

88th birthday

New Menu! New Hours!
Now Serving Breakfast!
Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon., & Tues.
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Full Menu Served All Day!

BARNWELL - Paul Edward Stark, age 92, of Barn-
well, South Carolina passed away on January 23, 
2022 at Sumner Regional Medical Center (COVID 
ward) in Gallatin, Tennessee. He had been visiting 
his son when he fell ill.

Paul was born on January 29, 1929, in Nashville, 
Tennessee to Thomas Austin Stark and Beulah 
Kemp Stark. 

He loved to travel and joined the U.S. Navy, com-
pleting boot camp in January 1947, just shy of his 
18th birthday. He proudly served on 4 ships: the USS 
Mississippi, the USS Salem, the USS John Thoma-
son (DD-760), and the the USS Semmes (DDG-18), 
retiring after 20 years of service in Charleston, South Carolina. He and his 
wife settled in Mt. Pleasant, S.C. and they chartered Amvets Post #52. He was 
very active with Amvets nationally and enjoyed the conventions. By 1974 he 
had established his electrical contracting business, East Palmetto Electric. He 
semi-retired to Barnwell, S.C. in 1993. Over the years he seldom missed any of 
his navy reunions. He enjoyed traveling to visit family and friends. At home, 
he was a consummate host and loved a full house. He was known to enjoy a 
martini or two, his “were the best” followed by a T-bone steak. He was a good 
friend and helpful to a fault. 

He was preceded in death by his loving wife of 39 years, Vivian B. Stark; one 
brother, Carl T. Stark, and 1 stepson, Timothy J. Franks. He leaves behind 2 chil-
dren and 3 stepchildren: Paul E. Stark Jr., Gregory N. Stark, Linda C. Bonaldi, 
JC Bonaldi, and Edward A. Bonaldi. He also leaves behind 2 sisters and 2 broth-
ers: Mollie S. Lyle (John), Jettie S. Cook, Harold R. Stark and William E. Stark, as 
well as many grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 

He will be laid to rest next to his wife in Trinity Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Barnwell, South Carolina, on Saturday, February 26, 2022 at 2 p.m.

The People-Sentinel 2/16/2022

Paul Edward Stark

Obituary

Obituary

OLAR - Funeral services for Troy William Neece, 83, 
of Olar, will be held at 11 o’clock a.m., Saturday, Febru-
ary 19, 2022 at Georges Creek Baptist Church with Ran-
dall Neece, Glen Hurd, and the Reverends Ted Still and 
Dale Hutto officiating; burial will follow in the church 
cemetery. The family will receive friends from 6 to 8 
p.m. Friday, February 18 at Folk Funeral Home, Willis-
ton. Memorial contributions may be given to The Me-
morial and Honor Program, St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

Troy passed away on Sunday, February 13, 2022.
Born in Dickenson County, VA, he was a son of the late 

Marquis D. Neece and Florence McMillan Neece and was married to the late Alma 
Faye Ryan Neece. He attended Georges Creek Baptist Church and retired as a truck 
driver from Westinghouse SRS after working many years. Through the years he served 
off and on as a police officer for the town of Olar. Troy loved tinkering and working 
with his hands, he was a jack-of-all trades. He especially enjoyed cooking for his family 
and friends, he was an exceptional storyteller and kept everyone entertained for hours 
at the time. He also loved the time he spent in the mountains with friends and family 
and was just a simple man who enjoyed the simple pleasures of life. 

Survivors include his children, Marilyn (Richard) Smith of Olar, Charlotte 
(Layton) Morris of Williston, Jonathan (Rachael) Neece of Olar, Allen Neece, 
Randall (Rebecca) Neece, and Deb Rose, all of Kingsport, TN,  Tommy Fletcher 
(Kim) of Knoxville, TN, Richard Fletcher of Columbus, OH, and Patricia (Wil-
liam) Cook of Powhatan, VA; sisters, Pauline Mullins of Clintwood, VA, Linda 
Jackson of Clinchco, VA, and Marie (Glen) Hurd of Blackwater, VA; brothers, 
Ronald (JoAnne) Neece of Dante, VA, Donald (Teresa) Neece of Powhatan, VA, 
and Jimmie (Judy) Neece of Sandstone, VA; numerous nieces and nephews; he 
was blessed with many grandchildren and many great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his wife, Alma Faye Neece, he was preceded in death by a daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Neece; a son, Doug Neece; a sister, Jeannette Kinney; and a brother, 
Hewey Neece.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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KLINE - Jimmie R. Morris, 86, passed away 
Sunday, February 6, 2022 in Aiken.

Jimmie was born on November 17, 1935, he 
was the son of the late Roy and Bertie Hadwin 
Morris. Jimmie was born in Kline and lived 
there his entire life. He was an avid hunter, 
fisherman and gardener and loved to share his 
vegetables with family and friends. He loved 
woodworking and tinkering with anything 
that had a motor. He was a member of Kline 
Baptist Church for most of his life and he loved 
his church and the people in the community. 
He was always willing and able to help people 
in need.

After his retirement from the S.C. Highway Department, Jimmie and 
Ann traveled all over the country many times. They lived a simple country 
lifestyle and enjoyed seeing nature in the rural areas of the U.S.

The family would like to thank the caregivers, Esther Pierpont, for her 
help during the past year. They would also like to thank the staff at Shadow 
Oaks Assisted Living for their care and kindness.

Funeral service was held on Thursday, February 10, at 2 p.m. in the Kline 
Baptist Church with Rev. Paul Locke officiating. Burial followed in the 
Kline Cemetery. Visitation was held at 1 p.m. in the church prior to the 
funeral. Pallbearers were Roger Arnold, Terry Carpenter, Bud Chappell, 
Les Major, Charles Rahn, and Johnny Rahn. In lieu of flowers the family 
asks that donations be made to the Barnwell County Animal Shelter, 55 
Diamond Road, Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 

Jimmie is survived by his loving wife, Ann Jeanette Morris; daughter, 
Jan (Pete) Carpenter of Aiken; grandson, Terry (Tina) Carpenter; great-
grandchild, Trinity Carpenter; sister, Mell Furman of Beaufort; sister-in-
law, Mary Rahn of Islandton, special “son”, Billy (Mary Ann) Laurey of 
Boiling Springs; and his constant companions, PeeWee and granddog Toby. 
He was predeceased by brothers, Jack and Jennings Morris; and sisters, 
Margie Brown and Marion Farr.

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign the online guestbook at 
molefh.com.
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M r s .  M a r g i e  S t i l l 
Ayer, 92, widow of Mr. 
Francis W. Ayer, passed 
away on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2022.

Mrs. Margie was born 
in Barnwell County on 
March 22,1929 and was 
a daughter of the late 
Luttie and Viola Hutto 
Still. She was a home-
maker and a member of 
Kearse United Method-
ist Church. She was a 
loving mother, grandmother, and will be missed 
by her family and friends.

Funeral services was held on Friday, February 
11, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the Kearse United Method-
ist Church with Pastor Patricia Dangerfield offi-
ciating. Burial followed in the church cemetery. 
Visitation was held at the church one hour before 
the services. Pallbearers were Brannon Ayer, Jamie 
Ayer, Hunter Jolly, Shawn Jolly, William Ayer, 
Mason Mobley. 

Mrs. Margie is survived by her sons: Don-
nie (Judy) Ayer of Olar, Terrie (Susie) Ayer of 
Ehrhardt, Frank (Kimberly) Ayer of Woodford; 
daughter: Libby (Stan) Mobley of Ehrhardt; 
grandchildren: Brenna Hancock of Olar, Bran-
non Ayer of Olar, Jamie (Sara) Ayer of Ehrhardt, 
Mary (Shawn) Jolly of Ehrhardt, Melissa Amber-
sley of Barnwell, Brad Ayer of Barnwell, William 
(Jamilynn) Ayer of Smoaks, Christine Ayer of 
Raeford, N.C., Aaron Masters of Garner, N.C., 
Sarah (Jacob) Strickland of Lebanon, TN, Katelyn 
Ayer of Woodford, Peggy Jean Ellis of Ehrhardt, 
Mason Mobley of Ehrhardt; great-grandchildren: 
Ariana Arnautovic, Jocelyn Hancock, Gauge Ayer, 
Hunter and Aaliyah Jolly, Abigail and Asher Ayer, 
Michael (Courtney) Black, Jonathan and Chase 
Bodiford, Kayley and Isabelle Ayer; great-great-
grandchildren: Arden Black. She was predeceased 
by her brothers, Merrell “Little Goat” Still, Cornell 
“Big Goat” Still, and Lidy Still; and her sister, 
Merdrue Still Jennings

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign 
the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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AyerLEXINGTON - Fu-

neral services for Pas-
tor Jesse LeVon “Jerk” 
Jerkins Sr., 71, of Lex-
ington, were held at 2 
o’clock p.m., Saturday, 
February 12, 2022, in 
the Folk Funeral Home 
Chapel, Williston, with 
the Reverends John G. 
Jerkins, Mike Garner 
and Billy Garner offi-
ciating; burial followed 
in the Barnwell County 

Memorial Cemetery by the airport. The family 
received friends from 12:30 p.m. until the time 
of the service at the funeral home on Saturday. 
Memorial contributions may be given to The Me-
morial and Honor Program, St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105. 

Pastor Jesse Jerkins Sr. passed away on Wednes-
day, February 9, 2022.

Born in Loxley, AL, he was a son of the late John 
Thomas Jerkins and Bertha Lucille Johnson Jer-
kins. He graduated from Walterboro High School 
in 1968 and achieved the honor of being number 
one All-American Athlete during his junior year 
of high school. In 1978, he graduated from the 
Tabernacle Baptist College in Greenville. He was 
a member of the Bible Believers Fellowship and 
was a pastor for 44 years.

Survivors include his wife, Alice “Kate” Jones 
Jerkins of the home; his children, Jesse L. (April) 
Jerkins Jr. of Meridian, MS, Tina J. (Rod) Smith 
of Monks Corner, John G. (Susan) Jerkins of 
Williston, and Paul A. (Kim) Jerkins of Gilbert; 
grandchildren, Jesse (Sloan) Jerkins III, Thomas 
James (Rebecca) Jerkins, Christopher Tristan (Cas-
sidy) Jerkins, Brittany N. Herrington, Hannah H. 
Craven, Robbie R. Davis, Chandler (Jené) Davis, 
Leon Davis, Cissy Davis (Angel Canales), Allyson 
Katie (David) Altman, John G. (Kayla) Jerkins 
Jr., Joshua “T-Bone” (Abby) Jerkins, Sarah-Grace 
Jerkins, Brodie Calhoun Jerkins and Hampton-
Reese Jerkins; 14 great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Betty (Dan) Cobb of Lavonia, GA, Linda Johnson 
of Bay Minette, AL; his brother, Robert (Shirley) 
Jerkins of Houston, Texas.

He was preceded in death by his sister, Bertha 
Lucille Gibson; and brothers, John Herman Jerkins 
and Edward Jerkins.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.

The People-Sentinel 2/16/22

Jesse Jerkins Sr.

WILLISTON -  Mr. 
Osceola Harry Pryer, 
affectionately called 
“ R C ” ,  e n t e r e d  i n t o 
eternal rest on Sunday, 
February 6, 2022, at his 
residence. 

S e r v i c e  i n  l o v i n g 
memory of Mr. Osceola 
Pryer was conducted 
on Friday, February 11, 
2022, at 12 p.m. at Sim-
mons Funeral Home of 
Williston, Inc. & Crema-
tion Service, with Elder Donald Danner officiat-
ing.

He was born August 2, 1946 in Barnwell County, 
South Carolina. He was the son of the late Fred 
Pryer Sr. and Inez Albright Pryer.

During his youth, Osceola was baptized and 
joined the St. Peter Missionary Baptist Church. 
He was a retired employee of Williston School 
District 29.

Osceola will be remembered for his love of fam-
ily and friends. He will be greatly missed by all 
that knew and loved him.

On Sunday, February 6  2022, Osceola entered 
into eternal rest.

He is survived by his wife, Joanne Pryer; 2 
sons, Osceola Pryer of Williston, South Carolina 
and Brian Pryer of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 4 
daughters, Keisha and Christie Pryer, both of Wil-
liston, South Carolina, Regina Doe (Demetrius) 
of Aiken, South Carolina, and Thelma Johnson 
of Elko, South Carolina; 4 sisters, Shirley Bryant

of New Jersey, Annie Mae Johnson of North 
Carolina, Vera McQueen of North Carolina, and 
Brenda Pryer of Elko, South Carolina; 2 brothers, 
L. C. Pryer (Barbara) of Williston, South and Fred 
Pryer Jr. (Thelma) of Williston, South Carolina; 1 
aunt, Margret Albright; 11 grandchildren and a 
host of nieces and nephews.

Family and friends may call Simmons Funeral 
Home of Williston, Inc. & Cremation Service 
(13188 Main Street, Williston) at (803) 266-7808.
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BARNWELL - Rheta Black Woodard, 84, of 
Barnwell, entered heaven’s glory on Sunday, 
February 6, 2022. Rheta was blessed to be cared 
for in her home by her family and an amazing care 
team. Her faithful companion, Pixie, snuggled at 
her momma’s feet until the very end.

Rheta was born on May 25, 1937, to Judson 
and Emma Black. Rheta was a lifelong resident 
of Barnwell. As a child, she loved spending time 
on St. Simon’s Island while her father worked as 
a hard hat diver for Brunswick Harbor during 
World War II. She graduated from Barnwell High 
School in 1955 where she was a proud Warhorse 
athlete as a basketball player and cheerleader. She 

married David Woodard Sr. on January 1, 1956. They were married for 47 
years until David’s death in 2003.

Rheta was a lifelong member of Barnwell First Baptist Church where she 
displayed a servant’s heart in many different capacities. She also enjoyed 
the Barnwell Garden Club, Young at Heart group, serving in the community 
soup kitchen and aerobics with the Presbyterian Church ladies followed 
by breakfast at Hardee’s.

Rheta’s family, who continues to live out her legacy of unending hope, 
are David Woodard Jr. and wife Marie Colton, Audrey Shealy and husband 
Warren, RuthAnne Ridgeway and husband Keith, and Elizabeth Langley. 
Rheta was a proud grandmother to Judson Woodard and wife Meghan, 
Geoffrey Shealy and wife Brooke, LauraAnne Bell and husband Thomas, 
Georgia Woodard, Emma Ridgeway and Alexis Ridgeway. Rheta had the 
joy of bragging about her seven great- grandchildren, Carter and Darby 
Woodard, Garrett Knight and August Shealy, EllaRose and LaylaKate Bell 
and Elliot Rae Ridgeway.

Rheta is preceded in death by her husband, David Woodard Sr.; her 
parents, Judson and Emma Black; and her brothers, Henry Black with wife 
Grace and Howell Black with wife Betsy.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Barnwell First Baptist 
Church

https://onrealm.org/FBCBarnwell/-/form/give/FBCBarnwell or Barnwell 
County Public Library, 40 Burr Street, Barnwell, S.C. 29812.

A celebration of life is planned on February 19, 2022, at 2 in the afternoon 
under the oak trees at Rheta’s home. Join the family at 2886 Reynolds Road, 
Blackville, S.C. 29817. This will be followed by refreshments and a time 
of visitation with family and friends. The family wishes to extend their 
gratitude to Lynn Stanley and each member of the care team provided by 
DayBreak Adult Care Services as well as Regency Hospice. These caregivers 
extended their hearts on a daily basis to care for Rheta with dignity and 
love. The family is forever grateful to every person who showed up day after 
day because Rheta’s mood in her last days was “like a box of chocolates. ... 
you never knew what you were going to get”!

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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WILLISTON - Mr. Mark Anthony Corbett entered into eternal rest on 
February 9, 2022. 

Services in loving memory of Mr. Mark Corbett will be conducted on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022, at 2 p.m. at Simmons Funeral Home of Willis-
ton, Inc. & Cremation Service with Evangelist Mattie R. Antoine officiating. 
Visitation will be on Saturday, February 19, 2022, from 12 to 1:45 p.m. at 
Simmons Funeral Home of Williston, Inc. & Cremation Service.

Family and friends may call Simmons Funeral Home of Williston, Inc. 
& Cremation Service (13188 Main Street, Williston) at (803) 266-7808. Visit 
www.simmonsfuneralhomeofwilliston.com.
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Wayne Thurmond Grubbs, 71, passed away on Thursday, February 10, 2022, at 
his home.

Wayne was born in Augusta, Georgia on May 23, 1950, and was a son of the late 
M.J. and Vernice Still Grubbs. He was a retired employee of The Savannah River 
Site and a veteran of Vietnam where he received several medals. He was a loving 
husband, father, and grandfather. He will be missed by his family and friends,

He is survived by his loving wife, Kathy Williams Grubbs; his sons, Chris Grubbs, 
Travis (Jennifer) Grubbs and Josh Grubbs; grandchildren, Jesse, Jacob, Aubrey, 
and Reed Grubbs; his brother, Ricky (Teresa) Grubbs. He was predeceased by his 
brother, Ronnie Grubbs.

Graveside services were held on Monday, February 14, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the Mount 
Lebanon Christian Church Cemetery with military services. Rev. Bert Baynham. 
Visitation was held from 5-7 p.m. Sunday, February 13, 2022, at Mole Funeral Home.

Mole Funeral Home assisted the family. Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Future City for the last 
three years, yet with 
working two jobs she 
said she “needed some 
extra help and tagged 
William this year so 
they could work on it 
together. He did an ex-
cellent job.” 

Future City is a great 
way for children to 
know the futuristic 
parts of the world and 
what's going to take 
place, probably even 
when we are all gone. 

“Because of the new 
technology we can see 
that they are going to be 
using that, even more 
than what we use today. 
So, it's helping them to 
think outside the box 
and get their minds 
flowing. They may be 
future architects and 
engineers. They even 
learned about blueprint-
ing, solar energy, gen-
erators, wind turbines, 
hydro energy, and how 

they can take everyday 
things they use and turn 
it into renewable ener-
gy. That was one of the 
key points they learned. 
It turned a lightbulb 
on!” Epps said, snap-
ping her fingers.

Epps believes this 
group of students ex-
celled because they 
collaborated so well 
together. “Sometimes 
they had to brainstorm 
over original plans and 
reconfigure designs to 
make it fit,” she said. 
“You could see when 
they talked about Fu-
ture City they’d light up 
because they knew what 
they were talking about 
and when showtime 
came, they showed up!”

Epps also mentioned 
the contributions of 
one student who wasn’t 
available on the day of 
this interview. “RaJiyah 
James is very talented 
and added so much cre-

ativity to the project. 
She made the benches, 
created the theater, and 
has great vision for de-
sign.”

Future City starts in 
October and they pres-
ent in January. 

“What we typically 
do, especially with the 
STEM activities during 
the rest of the year is, if 
we're thinking that they 
want to do wind tur-
bines, we’ll start doing 
little activities through-
out the year where 
they're looking at wind 
turbines,” said Shipes. 
“Looking at how they 
work, how they spin, 
can you make one out of 
paper straws? Can you 
do this, can you do that? 
Okay, now that they've 
done good at that, we’ll 
step it up. We get the lit-
tle motors that actually 
spin, and they actually 
build one that will work 
when you hook it to a 

battery.”
Supplies for this 

youth inspiring pro-
gram, such as batteries 
and motors, often come 
from donations which 
are always appreciated. 

“SRNS is one of our 
biggest donation con-
tributors,” Shipes said. 

“Williston’s DIG pro-
gram runs through a 
grant with the state 
along with donations. 
This past fall because 
of the coronavirus no 
funding was available 
so DIG ran completely 
on donations from busi-
nesses and individuals 

who cared enough to 
donate.” 

For anyone interested 
in donating or learn-
ing more about the DIG 
program, contact Shelby 
Broomfield, program 
director, at swilliams@
digdp.org or visit www.
digdp.org. 

Future City: Williston team of students places third at regional Future City competition FROM PAGE 3A

These last few years 
have been hard ones for 
just about everyone, my-
self included. 

It seems like we have 
all experienced major 
trials in our lives. Dur-
ing this pandemic, we 
have experienced the 
loss of jobs and the loss of 
loved ones. We have had 
long stretches where we 
could not do the things 
that we have always 
done or see the people 
we have always seen. 
We have had political 
turmoil and had fierce 
debates over masks, vac-
cines, and injustice, and 
in this charged up at-
mosphere where every-
one has strong opinions 
these debates have put 
more strain on already 
strained relationships. 
We have experienced 
the disappointment that 
comes when the new 
year or the new news 
cycle brings hope of 
change only to have set-
backs that thrust us back 
several steps and cause 
us to question whether 
this is going to end. This 

and much more.
In seasons like this it 

is easy to lose hope, or 
to lose faith because the 
circumstances around 
us seem so bleak. Yet 
scripture is resound-
ingly clear that even in 
the darkest of days, God 
is still sovereign, still 
in control, still working 
all things together for 
His glory and the good 
of those who love Him, 
and still good. 

Maybe you find your-
self in a place where 
your faith has stumbled, 
you have been out of 
church and been out of 
God’s Word and your 
faith is hanging on by a 
thread. Maybe you are 
reading this and you 
have never believed in 
God, never darkened 
the door of a church, 
and never even thought 
about Jesus or this Gos-
pel that people mention. 
Either way you look at 
that sentence and you’re 
just not sure about that. 
I mean, just look around 
how can we know? If ev-
erything seems so bad 

around us, how can we 
think that God is good? 

So, what do we do if 
we are in a place where 
we are questioning the 
goodness of God? What 
do we do if we are over-
whelmed by the circum-
stances around us? 

When I get asked this 
question and when I ask 
this question of myself, 
my answer is always the 
same, “Oh, taste and see 
that the LORD is good! 
Blessed is the man who 
takes refuge in him!”  
(Psalm 34:8) 

Here is the glorious 
truth about God: He is 
good. His Gospel and 
His Word are good. He 
satisfies like nothing else. 
He is the well that never 
runs dry and never fails 
to satisfy.  This remains 
true even in our trying 
days. He is infinitely holy, 
unimaginably good, im-
measurably kind, full of 
grace and mercy, quick 
to forgive and able to for-
give because of the aton-
ing work of Jesus Christ. 
That is who He is, and we 
have access to Him! We 

can know Him through 
His Word! This is why 
the Psalmist tells us to 
taste and see! His good-
ness will speak for itself.  

The way to know God 
is good, is to taste the 
Gospel. To taste His 
Word. Wake up and 
choose to read. On Sun-
day, wake up and choose 
to go to church. Seek 
Him and you will find 
Him (Matthew 7:7).  

What I have found is 
that once you taste the 
Word, once you have 
read for a time, you will 
find that you hunger for 
it. No matter how long 
you have been away or 
if you have never even 
read at all, the Word 
never loses its goodness 
or truth. You will see it 
is good and you will see 
it to be true. And once 
you taste and see He is 
good, believe it and take 
refuge in Him. Trust in 
Jesus, lean on Him, go 
to His Word, be in His 
church, pray, and rest in 

Him. He is where true 
rest is found. 

We have the hope of 
redemption in Christ, 
the hope of life. He is 
the anchor within the 
veil, the true and pres-
ent help in our time of 
need. 

He truly does sit en-
throned over all, ruling 
and reigning. Taste and 
see! 

He will not hide from 
you. Taste and see! He is 
everything He claims to 
be. Taste and see! 

His salvation is real, 
true, and free. Taste and 
see! 

He really has a great 
love that you can enter 
into by faith: a love that 
persists and never fails. 
Taste and see that He is 
good! 

Take refuge in Him, he 
will not turn you away. 

I’ll close this article 
with an illustration.

My son Colton has al-
ways been cautious try-
ing new foods. When 
he was a toddler, we 
would offer him food 
off our plates and, if it 
wasn’t chicken or bread, 
he would shake his head 
and say, “No!” One day 
we offered him a choco-
late chip cookie and he 
shook his head and said, 
“No!” I tried for a few 

minutes to convince him 
by telling him how good 
cookies were, but he 
still shook his head and 
said, “No!”  Well, I know 
how good chocolate chip 
cookies are and I knew 
he would love it. So, I put 
some on my finger and 
put it in his mouth.  He 
screamed and shook his 
head but then, when he 
tasted it, he stopped cry-
ing and started asking 
for more! Not only that, 
he started to wake up in 
the morning and ask for 
cookies because he tast-
ed and saw that it was 
good stuff!

Friends, a chocolate 
chip cookie is good, but 
God and His Word are 
infinitely better. Taste 
and see that it is good. 
Let the truth of the Word 
change you. Let it com-
fort and guide you. Wake 
up in the morning and 
go to Him. Take refuge 
in Him and find a church 
that presses you deeper 
into Him and His Word, 
one that will encourage 
you and walk alongside 
you as you seek to know 
God more and more. 

Taste and see, friends. 
He is good.

Brandon Howard is the 
youth pastor at Hagood 
Avenue Baptist Church in 
Barnwell.

Pastor’s Column: Taste & see that God is good
Rev. 
Brandon 
Howard

Hagood 
Ave. Baptist 
Church

Hailey O'Neal helped lead the DIG team in their Future City project.
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Education

Williston-Elko Mid-
dle School Jr. Beta Club 
scholars, sponsors, and 
chaperones traveled to 
Myrtle Beach January 
12-14 to attend the Ju-
nior Beta Club Conven-
tion. In total, 29 scholars 
attended the trip along 
with sponsor, Dr. Betsy 
Portune and co-sponsors, 
Ms. Andrea Yon and Mr. 
Ross Nettles. 

The convention trip 
was full of learning and 
laughter. Scholars attend-

ed daily sessions at the 
convention center where 
they watched wonder-
ful talents and were able 
to vote in the election of 
state Beta Club officers. 

Scholars also visited 
several beach attractions 
during their free time, 
such as Ripley’s Oddito-
rium. They spent time 
exploring the various 
memorabilia and oddities 
of the museum and even 
enjoyed games at the ar-
cade at the end of their 
time. 

The trip was incredibly 
successful and the schol-
ars received compliments for their impeccable be- havior. It was most enjoy- able because we are #Be- taTogether. 

WEMS Jr. Beta Club members attend S.C. convention

Members of the Williston-Elko Middle School Jr. Beta Club attended the state convention in Myrtle Beach.

Contributed

Williston District 29

Intery, mintery, cutery, corn,
Apple seed and briar thorn;
Wire, briar, limber lock,
Five iguanas on a dock.

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter

for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

  Show your child an
inch on a ruler. Measure
newspaper photos to see
how many inches wide
and tall they are. After
measuring a few, have
your child predict the
height or width before
measuring. (Inch starts
with the short I sound.)

 With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
 that have the short I sound
at the beginning or in the

middle of words like
iguana or dig.

Point to the number
5 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

 Invent a new creature or
appliance using parts of

pictures of animals,
 machines and things

found in today’s
newspaper. (NOTE:

point out to your child
that the word invent
starts with the short

I sound.)

InventInch By InchBig I and Little iMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

I is for Iquana

i is for iguana
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter I. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

How many words or pictures can you
find on this page that have the short I
sound as in words like big, think and
fit.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Look at a picture in
today’s newspaper. Ask

your child to imagine what
 happened next. Talk about
the ideas that come up.
(NOTE: when you give

 your child the instruction
to imagine, point out that

imagine starts
 with the short I sound.)

Imagine
 Look at pictures in the

sports section of the
newspaper. Take turns

 with your child imitating
what the people in the

pictures are doing.
 (NOTE: point out

 that imitate starts with
the short I sound.)

Imitate
 On one page of the

newspaper, search for an
uppercase letter I and
a lowercase letter i.

Draw a line to connect
the two. Can you find
more uppercase and
lowercase I pairs?

How many           ?

How many          ?

iguanas

How many           ?
fish

pigs

Circle the hand that would come next in the pattern in each
row below. Then hold up that many fingers.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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There are great things 
happening in Mr. Frank 
Asare’s anatomy class 
at Williston-Elko High 

School! 
Recently, his students 

dissected and exam-
ined sheep’s eyes which 
help them to learn how 
to think critically about 
what they are seeing. 
When a student is able 

to dissect a small ob-
ject, it allows for them 
to think critically as 
well as to learn how to 
be more careful with the 
object. 

Mr. Asare does his 
best to ensure that stu-

dents are able to have 
access to various types 
of labs so that they have 
different experiences. 
Thus, in each of his labs, 
there is always some-
thing new and different 
happening.  

Contributed

Williston District 29

WEHS students dissect sheep 
eyes in anatomy class

WEHS students dissect sheep eyes in Frank Asare's anatomy class.

Connor Johnson is a 9th grade student at 
Williston-Elko High School who spends a 
great deal of his spare time as a volunteer ju-
nior firefighter in Barnwell County. 

He became interested in this field because 
he says he grew up around it. His sister, sister-
in-law, brother-in-law, and close friends of the 
family are all firefighters. 

You would think Connor wants to jump 
right in the field when he graduates, right?  
Absolutely not! He wants to commit to the 
military first and then become a firefighter at 
a Nuclear Power Plant. 

Besides that, he enjoys playing football and 
baseball for WEHS.

W-E student volunteers 
as junior firefighter
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Standards Link: Vocabulary Development: 
Use a dictionary or context clues to find the 
meaning of words.

Standards Link: Science: Identify forces that can act on an object, including friction.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Calculate sums to 30.

Standards Link: Visual 
Arts: Understand and 

apply media techniques 
and processes.

Look through the 
newspaper to find 
pictures and words 
that represent the 

above words. 
Make a Spirit of 

the Olympics 
poster with your 

findings.

The athlete who did the best job 
waxing their board will win this race. 

(The lowest number is the fastest time.)

Place a pencil on START. 
Close your eyes. Trace the 

curving path down the slalom 
run. Score 1 point for each 

slalom flag cleared. Now have a 
friend try. Who scored highest?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written directions.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 11

Science Behind the Scenes
The communities that host the Olympic games 
must respect the environment. Look through 
the newspaper for ways people protect the 
environment. Can you find any ideas for 
protecting the environment during the games?

Standards Link: Earth Science: Know ways in which humans 
can change ecosystems.

National Hero
Who is your favorite national 

hero? What is it about this 
person that you admire most? 

What character traits does 
this person have?

The noun luge means a 
racing sled where riders lie 

on their backs with feet 
pointing forward.

LUGE

Try to use the word luge 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

There are luge competitions 
in the Winter Olympics.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Life Science: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Each of these 
animal athletes 

won an event on 
this page. Draw 
a line from each 
gold medal to 

its winner.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SCIENCE

MEDAL

ATHLETES

OLYMPICS

BOBSLED

SKIER

SPIRIT

FRICTION

DRAG

FALL

LINE

GOLD

LUGE

KNEES

RACERS

G

G

A

R

D

S

E

N

S

O

K

A

E

P

R

D

O

E

F

T

L

I

O

E

S

I

T

O

A

R

K

L

C

E

T

E

D

I

L

S

Y

A

E

C

L

T

G

B

L

M

R

N

I

H

L

O

L

O

P

E

K

R

T

B

L

E

N

I

L

D

F

A

U

D

C

C

C

P

T

A

I

C

O

S

M

S

E

G

U

L

ANSWER: Good ice sight.

Complete the grid by using all the letters 
in the word SKIER in each vertical and 
horizontal row. Each letter should only 
be used once in each row. Some spaces 
have been filled in for you.

Friction is the rubbing of one object or surface against another.

Place your two palms together with 
your palms only lightly touching each 
other. Slide your palms back and forth 
against each other. There is only a little 
friction and your hands move easily. 
Push your palms tightly together and 

try to move them back and forth. It will be harder to move 
your palms because there is a lot of friction and that slows 
the motion.

Now put soap and water on your hands. This will reduce the 
friction and your hands should move together faster. Athletes 
wax skis, boards and runners to lower friction and help them 
go faster.

Look at the three skiers. 
They are all skiing down the fall line. 
The one with the least drag will win. 

Circle the skier you think will win.

Downhill skiers 
crouch with their 

chests to their knees. 
They try to be very 

small, so that only a 
little of their body is in 

contact with the air. 
This lessens the drag. 
Skiers who have the 
least amount of drag 

will ski faster.

While we don’t 
always feel air, we are 

always moving against 
it. The faster we move, 

the more we can feel 
the air rushing past us. 
Air is actually slowing 
down our motion. This 

is called drag.

Standards Link: Physical Science: When forces 
on an object are unbalanced, the object will 
change its velocity (i.e., it will speed up, slow 
down or change direction).

Competitors in downhill skiing, 
the luge and bobsled races look for the 
fall line. The fall line is the quickest way 
down a hill. When a sled moves away 
from the fall line, the athlete must steer to 
correct the path, losing energy and speed.

Add up the numbers following each 
bobsled track. The animal athlete 

with the lowest number has found 
the fall line and wins the gold!

Fall Line

What is Friction?

Drag Racers

Cutting Down 
on Drag

To find out each skier’s time, add up the 
numbers above each skier. The skier 
with the fastest time wins the gold!

        he people who compete in the Winter 
        Olympics are more than great athletes. 
They are also masters of science. Gold Medal 
athletes know about the science of a fall line, 
drag and friction.

Find the definition of each of these words on 
the page. Write the definition in the Gold 
Medal Dictionary.

Course offerings:
� GED Preparation 
� High School Diploma
� WorkKeys Testing
� Math Skills Upgrade 
� Reading Skills Upgrade 
� GED Boot Camps

Barnwell Offi ce:
10370 Ellenton St., Barnwell

(803) 541-6021
www.bbaed.org
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

In 1987, ten years after the death of her husband, 
Rosa founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for 
Self-Development. One of its programs takes young people 
of different ethnicities on tours of North American places 
historically important to the Civil Rights Movement.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 30, No. 52

Rosa Parks once said, “I believe we are here on the planet 
Earth to live, grow up and do what we can to make this world 
a better place for all people to enjoy freedom.”

Kid Scoop introduces you to Rosa Parks, considered by many 
to be one of the most important citizens of the 20th century.

Today, because of 
laws Rosa Parks 
helped to change, 
it is illegal to 
refuse to serve a 
customer based 
upon skin color.

“Differences of 
race, nationality or 
religion should not 
be used to deny 
any human being 
citizenship rights 
or privileges.”

In 1955, Rosa Parks was riding home on a bus after a long 
day of work. She was very tired. She got on the bus and sat 
in an empty seat.

During the Montgomery ____ 
Boycott, Rosa Parks and her 
family received threats. She 
was fired from her job as a 
seamstress. Even so, she 
never stopped working for 
racial _________.

For 382 days, the black 
people of Montgomery _____ 
ride the bus, and the bus 
company lost a lot of money. 
Finally, the law was changed.

In December of 1956, the 
Supreme Court decided that 
bus segregation ________ the 
constitution. People of all 
races banded together to work 
for equal treatment for all 
people in a _________ called 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
This led to the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, which gives all 
Americans, whatever their 
race, nationality or religion, 
equal _______ under the law.

Kevin and Kyle are best friends. Put a check next to each 
thing they have in common.

– Rosa Parks

Standards Link: History: Students understand the importance of individual action 
and character.

Standards Link: History: Explain how demands of African-Americans helped produce a 
stimulant for civil rights.

Standards Link: History: Examine the roles of civil rights advocates.

In those days, Rosa’s 
hometown of 
Montgomery, Ala. had 
a law: if there weren’t 
enough seats on the bus 
for white people, black 
people were required to 
surrender their seats to 
them. When the bus 
filled, the white people 
expected Rosa to get 
up from her seat.

Rosa didn’t think it was 
fair that she had 
to give up her seat 
because she was 
African-American, 
and she didn’t want 
to be treated unfairly 
any longer. She said, 
“No.” Rosa Parks was 
arrested and jailed for 
not giving up her seat.

When the black people 
in Montgomery heard 
what had happened, 
they decided as a group 
to boycott, or stop 
riding all local buses, 
until the law was 
changed.

Put the events in Rosa 
Parks’ life where they 
belong on the timeline 
by drawing a line from 
each event to the year 
in which it occurred. 
Use the information on 
this page to help you.

Supreme Court 
rules bus 
segregation 
unconstitutional.

Rosa founds 
the Rosa and 
Raymond Parks 
Institute for 
Self-Development

Montgomery Bus 
Boycott begins.

Rosa’s husband, 
Raymond, dies.

Rosa Parks born.

Clerk refuses 
to sell young 
Rosa a soda.

Civil Rights Act 
signed into law.

Rosa Parks 
refuses to give up 
her bus seat to a 
white passenger 
and is arrested.

Rosa Parks dies 
at age 92. Her 
body is flown to 
the U.S. Capitol 
Building, so 
that mourners 
can pay their 
respects. She is 
the first woman 
in U.S. history 
to receive this 
honor.

The United States 
Constitution protects 

many important rights. 
Write about a 

Constitutional right that 
is important to you.

“There are very few 
people who can say 
their actions and 
conduct changed the 
face of the nation. 
Rosa Parks is one of 
those individuals.”

“Rosa Parks has shown the awesome power of 
right over might in history’s long journey for 
peace and freedom.”

“She was an 
inspiration to me and 
to all who work for 
the day when we will 
be one America.”

“Her show of defiance was 
an act of personal courage 
that moved millions.”

1. Find and read an article in which a 
reporter interviews someone.

2. What questions did the reporter ask the 
person being interviewed? Can you think 
of new questions to ask this person?

Play “Find the Question”

Standards Link: Language Arts / Reading Comprehension: 
Identify who, what, when, where and why of a newspaper article.

Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

MONTGOMERY

ROSA

PARKS

FREEDOM

SUPREME

BOYCOTT

RACIAL

COURAGE

RACE

SEATS

LAWS

EQUAL

SODA

PEOPLE

COURT

F

E

Y

S

K

R

A

P

B

R

D

R

W

E

B

H

O

L

E

E

E

A

M

A

Y

H

A

E

L

M

L

C

C

T

T

U

G

P

O

E

O

I

R

S

Q

A

O

G

T
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U

A

T

E
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E

T
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O
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U

P

N
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S
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Standards Link: Character 
Education: Identify character 
traits in the actions of others.

For each of the 
following character 
traits, find a person 
in the newspaper 
who shows that trait.
 • Courage
 • Perseverance  
 • Commitment
 • Integrity

The noun integrity 
means total honesty 

and sincerity.

This week’s word:

INTEGRITY

Use the word integrity 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends, 

parents or teachers.

Because she had 
integrity, Ashley 

finished her homework. 

Rosa McCauley Parks grew up in a time when it was 
legal to discriminate against black people in the United 
 States. In 1924, she went to a store to 
 buy a soda. The clerk at the store told 
 her, “We don’t serve sodas to colored 
 people.” While Rosa knew the clerk’s 
 refusal was legal, she also knew it was 
 wrong.
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ing to Ivy Gap after a less 
than spotless past. Me-
lissa Easterling is portray-
ing Lucille, the mayor’s 
wife and assistant deputy 
police chief of Ivy Gap. 
Brittney Taylor portrays 
Annie, Lucille’s daughter-
in-law and a transplant 
from the north.  

“The six ladies that 
star in our production 
have worked extremely 
hard to provide a night 
of entertainment. It is a 
heartwarming play about 
everyday women and 
their everyday trials,” said 
Easterling, a local teacher. 

Her character, Lucille 
Spears, is a person who 
is passionate about her 
church and family. Like-
wise, Easterling is pas-
sionate about the the-
atre because “it is a place 
where you can enjoy a 
night of laughter, tears 
and maybe a little mys-
tery.”

Smith is the newcomer 

in the group, but she’s 
always wanted to audition 
for a play since moving to 
Barnwell in 1999. 

“I’m an only child and 
have always been the 
center of attention. I love 
the spotlight. I’m always 
a little animated (my 
students call it ‘cringy’). 
I’ve never had time to 
dedicate to practices and 
performances. It just hap-
pened to fit my schedule 
right now between sport 
seasons for my boys. It 
helped that one of my 
closet friends encour-
aged me to audition with 
her,” said Smith, also a 
teacher. 

The experience has 
gained Smith many laughs 
and new friends. She said 
Pisacreta along with pro-
ducer Beth Miller made 
this new experience more 
comfortable for her. 

“People should come 
see this show because 
we are a great group of 

women who have worked 
hard to prepare. But not 
only that, the play shows 
how a strong group of 
women can come together 
to overcome adversity,” 
Smith said. 

Join the cast during one 
of their six performances: 
Feb. 25, Feb. 26, March 
4 and March 5 at 7 p.m. 
Sunday matinees will be 
Feb. 27 and March 6 at 
3 p.m. 

Advance tickets are $12 
and may be purchased 
online at barnwellct.wee-
bly.com or from a local 
ticket outlet, including 
The People-Sentinel, Pal-
metto Building Supply, 
or Barnwell Chiropractic 
during their regular busi-
ness hours.

Tickets will be $15 at 
the door. 

Season ticket holders 
can call (803) 259-7046, 
ext. 7700, to leave a mes-
sage with their reservation 
information. 

Play: Circle Theatre brings laughs FROM PAGE 1A
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Need a loving  family? 

We hope you join us in our eff ort to spread 
the love of Jesus Christ to everyone we can!

236 Main Street, Barnwell
Church Offi  ce: (803) 259-3331
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‘Donnie’ is a gentle giant
D

onnie the Doberman is this week’s 
Adoptable Pet of the Week from 

the Barnwell County Animal Shelter.  
He was found as a stray in Snelling. 

He has been very mild mannered, laid 
back, and has gotten along with dogs 
and cats while at the shelter. 

"He likes attention from people. He 
may need to be fed separately from 
other animals. Donnie is a gentle giant 
weighing in around 75 to 80 pounds. 
He has a cropped tail and is about 
4 years old. He is in good health and 
heartworm negative," said Marlena 
Ray, shelter manager. 

Consider adding him to your family.
The Barnwell County Animal Shel-

ter is open Monday through Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. to meet and greet animals. Stop by 
to meet Blaire or any of the other adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Occasionally, I like 
to go to my school’s li-
brary during my plan-
ning period. As I walk 
in, I am reminded of the 
days when I worked as 
a librarian assistant in 
high school. The quiet of 
the room that seemed to 
hum with the energy of 
the books that sat on the 
shelves. The lovely aro-
ma of the clean carpet 
and the air tinged with 
the scent of ink. All of 
those things reflected as 
I walk into the library at 
the school where I teach.

And so I remember. 
I remember going be-
tween the shelves and 
looking for a new book 
to read. I remember tak-

ing in the art of the book 
covers. I remember the 
solace I found in the li-
brary.

And just as I remember 
my hours spent in the li-
brary, I also remember 
the books I read. 

Certain books carry 
memories. They trigger 
and evoke images in you 
of when you first picked 
them up in the book-
store, or when you read 
them in your favorite 
coffee shop. Books are 
vessels of remembrance 
for those who read them. 

"To Kill a Mocking-
bird" gives me images of 
light and warmth. I read 
it twice, and both times 
the world was bright. 

The first time I read the 
book was over summer 
vacation at the end of 
high school. I’d spend 
hours on the porch read-
ing about Scout’s per-
spective of the world. In 
college, I listened to the 
audiobook for a class, 
and I’d walk around 
campus, buds in my 
ears, the world green 
with spring around me. 

"The Giver" reminds 
me of middle school.  I 
remember the dim light-
ing of my eighth-grade 
classroom, my teacher 
playing the audiobook 
and transporting me to 
a pale, colorless world 
where the character en-
countered vibrant mem-

ories of snow and life.
And of course, chil-

dren’s books carry 
many memories for me. 
Amusement with "Cap-
tain Underpants", won-
der and enchantment 
with "Harry Potter", 
shock and anxiety with 
"Goosebumps". Memory 
upon memory, won-
der upon wonder. Each 
book gave me something 
different. 

And because books 
are such powerful ves-
sels of memory, my love 
for them only increases. 
Some people have pho-
tographs, some have 
mementos. I have books. 
And truly, they are very 
remarkable treasures. 

Corder’s Book Corner: The memory of books
Discussion of books and all things literacy from writer, reader, and teacher, David B. Corder.

David B. Corder loves getting lost in a good book.
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