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Dr. Shaw to lead 

consolidated 

school district

Interim leadership has 
been named for the Barnwell 
County Consolidated School 
District (BCCSD).

Dr. Marcella Shaw, who 
has been superintendent of 
Williston District 29 since 
2018, has been named interim 
superintendent-elect of the 
consolidated district. She of-
ficially takes over on July 1 
once District 29 and Barnwell 
District 19 consolidate. The 
transitional board oversee-
ing the consolidation process 
made Shaw’s appointment on 
an interim basis at this time 
since board elections will be 
held in November to select a 
permanent board.

“I am excited and honored 
that the BCCSD Board of 
Trustees have entrusted me 
to facilitate the important 
work of the consolidation 
of Blackville and Williston 
school districts. Working 
alongside the BCCSD Board, 
our consolidated team, fac-
ulty, staff, scholars, and both 
communities, our goal will 
be to ensure the safety of all 
as we continue to navigate 
through the pandemic as well 
as advance and grow every 
BCCSD scholar to their fullest 
potential,” said Shaw. 

Assisting Shaw will be 
Barnwell District 19 Superin-
tendent David Corder, who 
the BCCSD board named 
assistant superintendent 
through June 30. He said he 
has not negotiated past that 
time for a full-time role, but is 
happy to help out as needed. 

“I think a lot of Dr. Shaw 
and think we work together 
really well. I think she’ll be a 
great leader for the consoli-
dated district, but I am glad 
to help any way I can,” said 
Corder.

Likewise, Shaw was com-
plimentary of her counter-
part. “Mr. Corder has been 
invaluable to me during this 
process. I have felt 150 per-

cent supported by him. He 
has an unwavering love for 
the Blackville and Williston 
communities, and he is do-
ing everything within his 
will power to ensure our 
consolidation is successful. I 
have been able to call upon 
his historical and institutional 
knowledge during this pro-
cess,” said Shaw.

Both superintendents have 
been collaborating for the past 
year in preparation for con-
solidation and remain com-
mitted to ensuring a smooth 
transition. 

“I want to do my best for 
both communities because I 
love them both,” said Corder, 
who has ties to both Black-

Firefighters are seen checking the interior of this home on Paul Street in Williston after a Jan. 28 fire.
Contributed Photos

A warrant has been issued 
for the arrest of Latrisha Renee 
Lawrence, 30, of Barnwell, for 
the murder of 30-year-old Wil-
liston resident Uniqua Odom.

The charge  s tems f rom 
a shooting that happened 
around 2:15 a.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 29 outside the Lucky Spot 
on Kelly Street. Officers found 

Odom lying in the middle of 
Chavis Street, approximately 
40 yards from the club. 

“The shooting happened 
after  a  f ight  between the 
two females inside the club, 
which then continued into the 
street,” said Williston Police 
Chief Rodney Pruitt. 

Odom was transported by 
EMS with a gunshot wound 
to Augusta University Medi-
cal Center in Augusta, Ga. 
where she later died from her 
injuries, said Barnwell County 

Coroner Denise Gibson. An 
autopsy has been scheduled 
for Tuesday in Newberry.

A crime scene team from 
the State Law Enforcement 
Division came to the scene 
to collect evidence, including 
shell casings. 

At least 20 to 30 people were 
at the scene when officers ar-
rived.

“We’ve had relatively few 
volunteer interviews from 
anybody at this point. It’s a 
sad testimony to the times 

we live in where people who 
witness a homicide, and even 
have ties to the victim, won’t 
say anything,” said Pruitt of 
how some people use their 
lack of love for the local po-
lice as an excuse to not get 
involved. “This does nothing 
to solve the case.”

The WPD is looking to talk 
to individuals who were pres-
ent at the time of the shooting. 

“The Williston Police De-

Woman sought for murder

See WANTED, 5A

Three families are displaced 
after a rash of recent fires in 
Williston. 

The fires kept firefighters 
from Williston and neighbor-
ing communities busy between 
Jan. 19 and Jan. 28. The houses 
were all heavily damaged or de-
stroyed, but all occupants made 
it out safely. 

“I praise our guys and gals 
on the response they’ve had the 
past two weeks as they dedicate 
their time to protecting the citi-
zens of Williston and Barnwell 
County. They responded quick-
ly and efficiently to extinguish 
the fires. Trucks were on scene 
at all calls in under five minutes, 
extinguishing the fire in under 
10 minutes,” said Williston Fire 
Chief John Melton.

The first fire broke out around 
4:15 p.m. on Jan. 19 at 161 Not-
tingham Road, part of the Lin-
coln Park Apartment Complex. 
Fire and heavy smoke were 
showing from the roof in the 
rear of the home as firefighters 
arrived. 

“An interior attack was 

performed, and the fire was 
knocked down which had in-
volved two bedrooms, hallway, 
and attic space,” said Melton. 

The cause of the fire has been 
labeled “undetermined”, but 
Melton said it started in the back 
bedroom. 

Firefighters from the Elko, 
Long Branch, and Blackville fire 
departments provided mutual 
aid to Williston. 

Jamie Pope and her four chil-
dren lived in the half of the 
duplex that caught fire while the 

other side was vacant. The fam-
ily escaped unharmed, but they 
lost everything in the fire. The 
Red Cross is providing some 
support, but Pope said people 
can donate via CashApp to $Ja-
mieVictoriaPope. Donations can 
also be mailed or dropped off at 
her mother’s house at 277 Mirror 
Drive, Williston, S.C. 29853.

The second fire happened 
at 67 Mirror Drive on Jan. 27 
around 9 p.m. 

Firefighters were initially 

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Fires displace three 
families in Williston

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

See LEADERS, 9ASee FIRES, 13A

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Dr. Marcella Shaw has been 
named interim superintendent 
of the new Barnwell County 
Consolidated School District.

David Corder  is  ass istant 
superintendent of the new 
district until June 30.

Latrisha Renee Lawrence

Smoke billows from this duplex at the Lincoln Park Apartments Jan. 17.
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The City of Barnwell 
has created a new advi-
sory committee. 

Mayor Marcus Rivera 
created the nine-member 
committee of residents 
and non-residents, al-
though he said the non-
residents own businesses 
in the city. 

“Thank you for your 
willingness to serve the 
City of Barnwell, but 
most importantly thank 
you for your time, en-
ergy, and expertise. I 
know that through great 
teamwork and commu-
nication with myself and 
council you all will play 
a vital role in the present 
and future plans in the 
City of Barnwell,” said 
Rivera in an email to the 
members. 

Committee members 
include: Lisa Firmender, 
Robert Hemby, Steven 
Hunter, David Danger-
field, Steven Brown, Em-
ily Coble, Will Kearse, 
Shelby Broomfield, and 
Rodney Croft. 

The committee’s role 
is to provide “judicious 
advice” from the per-

spective of residents to 
the mayor and council, 

which is the city’s elected 
policy-making body. 

“They will give insight 
on what may be needed 

in the city,” said the 
mayor.

According to informa-
tion provided by the city, 
“advisory committee ac-
tivities may include study 
of critical issues, hearing 
public testimony, inde-
pendent research, and re-
view of staff reports and 
recommendations - all 
of which are intended to 
enable the committee to 
discuss, formulate, and 
forward well-developed, 
thoughtful recommenda-
tions to the mayor and 
council in a timely man-
ner.”

The committee’s first 
meeting is Feb. 21.

During Barnwell City 
Council’s Jan. 10 meet-
ing, the council amended 
its public participation 
policy. 

The city’s policy had 
stated that only city resi-
dents could speak during 
the public participation 
portion of council meet-
ings. While City Admin-
istrator Lynn McEwen 
suggested removing that 
limitation, Mayor Rivera 
said the business of the 
city is for the citizens of 
the City of Barnwell. 

“The only way to con-
duct business is to set a 
laser focus on the City of 

City of Barnwell creates advisory committee

On Jan. 27 local school 
boards joined local gov-
ernments in communi-
ties hosting the Depart-
ment of Energy’s (DOE) 
Savannah River Site to 
highlight the impor-
tance of Payments in 
Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and 
ask that they be includ-
ed in the FY 2023 DOE 
budget request for the 
Office of Environmental 
Management (EM). PILT 
payments directly sup-
port local school, police, 
and emergency response 
funding for frontline 
communities adjacent to 
DOE sites. It is critical to 
these communities that 
DOE ensures the con-
tinuation of PILT in its 
budget requests.

Last year, the Ad-
ministration’s budget 
request did not in-
clude PILT funding for 
the City of Aiken, Ai-
ken County, Allendale 
County, and Barnwell 
County, SC - the com-
munities hosting the 
EM-led Savannah River 
Site. PILT payments 
support vital local gov-
ernment functions and 
are used to provide mu-
nicipal services around 
the Savannah River Site 
at levels, and in quanti-
ties, that otherwise far 
outstrip the communi-
ty’s tax base.

‘The PILT is a critical 
funding source for both 
our local school districts 
and communities ad-
jacent to the Savannah 
River Site,” Gary Bun-
ker, Chairman of the Ai-
ken County Council said. 
“The PILT makes up for 
revenue lost due to ad 
valorem taxes. Our local 

communities strongly 
support the critical mis-
sions at the Savannah 
River Site and the contin-
uation of the PILT sup-
ports this ongoing col-
laboration between the 
Site and the surrounding 
three county region.”

According to Dr. Mar-
garet Gilmore, Super-
intendent of Allendale 
County School District, 
the PILT funds for school 
districts are urgently 
needed to address the 
tremendous learning 
loss students faced dur-
ing the pandemic.

David Corder, Super-
intendent of Blackville-
Hilda Public Schools in 
Barnwell County, added 
further insight on the 
impacts of PILT pay-
ments for school chil-
dren in the district.

“Blackville-Hilda Pub-
lic Schools is the small-
est and one of the poor-
est school districts in 
the state,” Corder said. 
“Each year we strive to 
continue to offer the best 
educational opportuni-
ties to our children while 
struggling to maintain 
financial stability. The 
loss of PILT funds will 
further exacerbate our 
budget shortfalls in a 
district that has a nar-
row tax base and only 
one industry.”

Crystal Stapleton, Su-
perintendent of Barn-
well School District 45 
in Barnwell County, 
echoed these remarks.

“PILT payments have 
been essential in help-
ing school districts offset 
losses in property taxes, 
and the impact of that 
funding is critical in car-
rying out the operations 
of our school districts. 
School districts have 
utilized these funds for 

essential operations nec-
essary for providing a 
high-quality education 
to our area’s youth,” she 
said. “Eliminating PILT 
payments would be even 
more detrimental to our 
school systems at a time 
when schools are facing 
so many increased chal-
lenges brought about by 
the current pandemic 
and other educational 
issues, such as national 
staffing shortages and 
increased need for nar-
rowing the academic 
gaps caused by the dis-
ruption to our nation’s 
educational system dur-
ing COVID-19.”

Dr. Marcella Shaw, 
Superintendent of Wil-
liston School District 
29 in Barnwell County, 
similarly noted the es-
sential functions of PILT 
payments.

“The PILT funds are 
critical to the overall op-
erations of [the school 
district],” she said. 
"The funds are utilized 
to support our general 
fund budget. A balanced 
general fund budget af-
fords us the opportu-
nity to equip our schools 
with the necessary mate-
rials, supplies, and tools 
needed to assure that we 
meet the overall vision 
and mission of our dis-
trict, ensuring that all of 
our scholars are college 
and/or career ready.”

The superintendents’ 
letter further expands 
upon their remarks, stat-
ing: “As the host commu-
nities of one of our nation-
al security and defense 
missions, we ask for your 
assistance and support 
in ensuring that future 
DOE budget requests, 
including for FY 2023, in-
clude sufficient funding 
for PILT payments to our 

communities.”
The five superinten-

dents signing the letter 
include: King Laurence, 
Aiken County Public 
School District; Mar-
garet Gilmore, Ed.D., 
Allendale County 
Schools; David Corder, 
Blackville-Hilda Public 
Schools; Crystal Staple-
ton, Barnwell School 
District 45; and Marcella 

Shaw, Ed.D., Williston 
School District 29.

For more information, 
please contact ECA Pro-
gram Manager Sarah Tem-
pleton at saraht@energyca.
org or (202) 828-2410.

Energy Communities Al-
liance (ECAJ is a non-profit 
membership organization 
of local governments adja-
cent to or affected by U.S. 
Department of Energy 

activities. The mission of 
EGA is to bring together lo-
cal government officials to 
share information, establish 
policy positions, and pro-
mote community interests 
to address an increasingly 
complex set of constituent, 
environmental, regulatory, 
and economic development 
needs. Additional informa-
tion is available at www.
energyca.org.

School boards, governments hosting federal facilities 
need critical funding for schools, emergency services 

Contributed
Energy Communities Alliance
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Brad All (right) is sworn in as a councilman on Jan. 6 

after winning election in November 2021. 
Photos Courtesy: Melissa Roberts

Ryan Bragg takes the oath of office in December 2021 

after winning election the month before.

Ron Still (right) takes the oath of office Jan. 6 after 

winning a council seat in November 2021. 

Alicia Davis (right) is sworn in Jan. 6 for a new term 

after winning re-election in November 2021.

After April 1, 2022, you must show a 

SCATE card issued by the South Carolina 

Department of Agriculture to be eligible 

for agriculture sales tax exemptions.

Learn more and apply now.

Get Your 

SCATE Card
SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL TAX EXEMPTION

SCATECARD.COM

New Menu! New Hours!

Now Serving Breakfast!

Full Menu Served All Day!Full Menu Served All Day!

Hours: Wednesday – Friday 5 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saturday – 7 a.m.-11 p.m. CLOSED Mon., & Tues.
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Valentine’s Day is right 
around the corner. That 
being the case, I decided 
to write a very personal 
article, one I hope will 
speak to those who have 
a heart similar to mine.

Five years ago, I grad-
ually ceased being a 
“Hopeless Romantic.” 
Throughout my teen 
years, I had this preco-
cious sense of finding 
the girl of my dreams, 
someone who would sat-
isfy all my desires, which 
of course was fed by my 
love of romantic ideals.  
Well, I found her, and for 
a time I was happy.

But after about six 
months, the relationship 
ended. So much for fairy 
tale endings.

Months passed after 
our breakup, and slowly 
but surely, I had a rev-
elation. I held Romance 
too highly in my life. She 
was a goddess that I wor-
shiped, and as I had seen 
from the relationship, it 
wasn’t everything it was 
cracked up to be.

So I took my goddess, 
Romance, and buried her.  
To quote Poe’s “Annabel 
Lee,” I “shut her up in a 
sepulcher/In this king-
dom by the sea” (lines 19-
20). And I moved on with 
my life. Romance was 
something that should 
only be menially included 
in relationships. Rational-
ism and logic were bet-
ter. That was the key to 
a good, lasting relation-
ship.

But over these past few 
months, I’ve discovered 
something.

Rationalism isn’t 
enough to make a rela-
tionship last. While it 
gives focus to compatibil-
ity with another person, 
it takes one of the key 
ingredients of life, falling 
in love, and shuts it away. 
Rationalism must be cou-
pled with Romance. 

Romance is a God-
given gift, one to make 
the love between a man 
and woman flourish. It’s 
not something to be ig-
nored. Yet it shouldn’t 

be worshipped. Rational 
thought in a relationship 
should also be utilized, 
but there must be a bal-
ance between the two of 
them. I have been on both 
ends of the spectrum, and 
it only leads to unhappi-

ness in the realm of love 
to be too much on one 
side.

Now that I have gained 
this wisdom, I am now 
on a personal quest to 
regain some of the Ro-
mance that I left buried 

by the sea. Not to resur-
rect her as a goddess, 
but to have her as a com-
panion in search for a 
mate, as well as to have 
as a companion in life 
itself. Because isn’t it so 
fantastic when romance 

and love flourish, like the 
blossoming of flowers in 
early spring? Through 
a lens of romance, the 
world is more vibrant 
and more colorful, and 
life becomes all the more 
exciting.

So, I will dive back into 
the old literature. I will 
read love poems by W.B. 
Yeats and John Keats. I 
will write about lovers 
meeting under the rose-
petal sunset to steal a se-
cret kiss. I will write po-
etry depicting the wistful 
ache for love and desire 
and hope for the future. I 
will bring Romance back 
to life. 

And this Valentine’s 
Day, wherever you stand 
on romance, I hope you 
will take time to cultivate 
it because it is one of the 
most enjoyable gifts in the 
world. 

Connect with David:

Email: dbcorderwriter@
gmail.com

Instagram: dbcorder_
writer 

Corder’s Book Corner: Reawakening the romantic
Discussion of books and all things literacy from writer, reader, and teacher, David B. Corder.

803.450.5074 • 66 Main Street, Barnwell
Open Tuesday & Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday & Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Our shop is fully stocked with new items, including charm bracelets, Candy Our shop is fully stocked with new items, including charm bracelets, Candy 

Club candies, Finch Berry bath and beauty products, lavender scented 
stuffed animals, bath bombs, and lots of Valentine’s-themed items

Club candies, Finch Berry bath and beauty products, lavender scented Club candies, Finch Berry bath and beauty products, lavender scented 
stuffed animals, bath bombs, and lots of Valentine’s-themed itemsstuffed animals, bath bombs, and lots of Valentine’s-themed items

Make your sweetheart 
a customized gift basket 
and order a beautiful 

arrangement of fresh fl owers 
from our fl oral designer. 

Birds of Feather Boutique and 
PaiDan Productions DIY Studio 
Clothes, Shoes, Accessories & More 

Paint kits and paint classes  
available!

1458 Jackson Street, Barnwell  
Open Thursday through 

Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m.  

Visit www.paidanproduc-
tions.com  

or our Facebook page.

Little Red Barn Pottery &  
Art Gallery 

Shop our unique Valentine gifts! 
Pottery, jewelry, furniture, art,  
and more locally-made items.

12080 U.S. Hwy. 278, Barnwell 
Open Wednesday 

through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Saturday from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Call (803) 541-7900 

or  
like us on Facebook.

Advertise your business in the Feb. 9 Shop Local section. 

Call (803) 259-3501 or email jhowell@thepeoplesentinel.com.

803.450.5074 • 66 Main Street, Barnwell
Open Tuesday & Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday & Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Order your Valentine something sweet!Order your Valentine something sweet!
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Each year, taxpayers’ 
personal information is 
compromised through 
phishing scams or by 
unscrupulous tax pre-
parers. With tax season 
kicking off Jan. 24, IRS 
Criminal Investigation 
(IRS-CI) wants taxpay-
ers to be aware of tax-
related fraud. 

“IRS-CI is the inves-
tigative arm of the IRS, 
and this tax season, we 
want to remind U.S. tax-
payers about ways they 
can protect their wallets 
and personal informa-
tion,” said IRS-CI Spe-
cial Agent in Charge 
Donald “Trey” Eakins. 

Tips to avoid tax sea-
son fraud include: 

1. Choose a tax pre-
parer wisely. Look 
for a preparer who is 
available year-round. 
Check references, ask 
questions, find out the 
fees involved prior to 
engagement, ask for a 
printed copy prior to 
submission to the IRS 
and a common practice 
for a return preparer is 

to review the various 
sections of the return 
with you. 

2. Ask your tax pre-
parer for their IRS Pre-
parer Tax Identification 
Number (PTIN). All 
paid preparers are re-
quired to have one. 

3. Don’t use a ghost 
preparer. They won’t 
sign a tax return they 
prepare for you. 

4. Don’t fall victim to 
tax preparers’ promises 
of large refunds. Tax-
payers must pay their 
fair share of taxes. 

5. Don’t sign a blank 
tax return. Taxpayers are 
ultimately responsible 
for what appears on tax 
returns filed with the 
IRS. 

6. Make sure you re-
ceive your refund. Your 
refund should be depos-
ited into your bank ac-
count, not your tax pre-
parer’s. 

7. The IRS will not call 
you threatening legal ac-
tion. If you receive a call 
like this, hang up. 

8. Don’t respond to 
text messages, emails 
or social media posts 
claiming to be the IRS. 
They may contain mal-

ware that could com-
promise your personal 
information. 

9. Don’t click links or 
open attachments in un-
solicited emails or text 
messages about your tax 
return. These messages 
are fraudulent. 

10. Protect your per-
sonal and financial in-
formation. Never pro-
vide this information in 
response to unsolicited 
text messages, emails 
or social media posts 
claiming to be the IRS. 

Donald “Trey” Eakins 
advises that "As we ap-
proach tax filing season, 
those who might consid-
er preparing false tax re-
turns should be aware of 
the consequences as evi-
denced in recent cases in 
the Charlotte Field Of-
fice of convicted tax re-
turn preparers and their 
co-conspirators” as the 
following examples of 
prosecuted cases show.

Charlotte FO: Third 
Defendant Sentenced in 
Tax Preparation Con-
spiracy

On October 29, 2021 
Andrea Pasley was sen-
tenced to 20 months 
imprisonment followed 

by a three-year term of 
supervised release. Pas-
ley was ordered to pay 
the IRS $1,264,493 in 
restitution. Pasley con-
spired with Karen Jones 
and Audrey Odom to 
defraud the US Govern-
ment by preparing false 
tax returns. The false tax 
returns claimed false ed-
ucation credits and false 
dependents and manip-
ulated income to qualify 
for large amounts of 
earned income tax cred-
its. Pasley, Jones, and 
Odom charged clients 
up to $3,000 to prepare 
the false tax returns.  
Jones and Odom were 
previously sentenced 
to 22 months and 15 
months, respectively.

Charlotte FO:  North 
Carolina Tax Return Pre-
parer Sentenced for Tax 
Fraud

On December 17, 2019, 
Garvey Imhotep was 
sentenced to 45 months 
in prison, 3 years super-
vised released and or-
dered to pay $2,144,888 
in restitution to the 
IRS. From 2011 through 
2014, Garvey Imhotep 
conspired with others 
to file false tax returns 

for clients of several tax 
return preparation busi-
nesses, including Tax 
Kings, Two Brothers Tax 
Service, and Taxes Done 
Right. Imhotep and his 
co-conspirators filed 
returns claiming false 
education expenses and 
other fraudulent items 
in order to increase cli-
ents’ tax refunds. To 
conceal his involvement 
and evade Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) detec-
tion, Imhotep used tax 
preparer identification 
numbers that are as-
signed to other individ-
uals. Imhotep’s conduct 
caused a tax loss of more 
than $1.5 million to the 
United States.

For more tips on 
choosing a tax profes-
sional or how to file a 
complaint against one, 
visit IRS.gov. Taxpay-
ers who suspect tax vio-
lations by a person or 
business, may report it 
to the IRS using Form 
3949A, Information Re-
ferral. Taxpayers can re-
port phishing emails to 
phishing@irs.gov or IRS 
impersonation scams to 
TIGTA.gov. 

This year’s tax season 

begins Monday, Jan. 24 
and continues through 
Monday, April 18 for 
most taxpayers. U.S. 
taxpayers are subject to 
tax on worldwide in-
come from all sources 
and must report all tax-
able income and pay 
taxes according to the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
Taxpayers found to be 
committing fraud may 
be subject to penalties 
including payment of 
taxes owed plus interest, 
fines, and jail time. 

IRS-CI is the criminal 
investigative arm of the 
IRS, responsible for con-
ducting financial crime 
investigations, including 
tax fraud, narcotics traf-
ficking, money-launder-
ing, public corruption, 
healthcare fraud, iden-
tity theft and more. IRS-
CI special agents are the 
only federal law enforce-
ment agents with inves-
tigative jurisdiction over 
violations of the Internal 
Revenue Code, boast-
ing a nearly 90 percent 
federal conviction rate. 
The agency has 20 field 
offices located across the 
U.S. and 11 attaché posts 
abroad.

IRS issues 10 tips to avoid tax season fraud
Contributed

Internal Revenue Service

Arrest reports listed be-
low are public record and 
have been provided by local 
law enforcement agencies. 
All persons named are pre-
sumed innocent until their 
cases are determined in a 
court of law.

Brad Thomas Allen, 
34, of 832 Butler Drive, 
Livingston, was arrested 
Jan. 26 by the Barnwell 
County Sheriff's Office 
(BCSO) for two counts 
of Forgery. Allen was 
booked and released to 
the Barnwell County De-
tention Center (BCDC).

Brittany Renae Bur-
gess, 29, of 832 Butler 
Drive, Livingston, was 
arrested Jan. 26 by the 

BCSO for two counts of 
Forgery. Burgess was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Rafeal Ladicks Chi-
solm, 36, of 73 Barnwell 
Highway, Denmark, was 
arrested Jan. 19 by the 
BCSO for Failure to Ap-
pear. Chisolm was booked 
and released to the BCDC.

Kierra Jannine Cooper, 
23, of 1030 Windright 
Road, Lake City, was 
arrested Jan. 29 by the 
BCSO for three counts 
of Failure to Pay Court 
Fines. Cooper was booked 
and released to the BCDC. 

Stephon Foster, 24, of 
430 Boston Avenue, Pine-
bluff, N.C., was arrested 

Jan. 20 by the BCSO for 
Prisoner/Possession or 
Furnish Contraband. 
Foster was booked and 
released to the Aiken 
County Jail.

Willie Deontay Frazier 
III, 31, of 607 N. Mill 
Street, Allendale, was 
arrested Jan. 30 by the 
BCSO for False Informa-
tion to Police. Frazier was 
booked and released to  
the BCDC.

H y k e e m  D a q u a n 
Hampton, 26, of 367 Shi-
loh Heights Road, Aiken, 
was arrested Jan. 26 by 
the BCSO for Prisoner/
Furnish/Possession of 
Contraband. Hampton 
was booked and released 

to the BCDC.
Brian Scott Maximiek, 

49, of 89 Pineneedle Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
Jan. 24 by the BCSO for 
Distribution of Heroin 
and Distribution of Meth. 
Maximiek was booked 
and released to the BCDC.

L a s h a n d a  L y n e t t e 
Odom, 36, of 306 Litchfield 
Street, Barnwell, was ar-
rested Jan. 18 by the BCSO 
for Driving Under Suspen-
sion and Interfering with 
the Operation of a School 
Bus. Odom was booked 
and released to the BCDC.

Frank Owens II, 39, of 
621 Chavis Road, Black-
ville, was arrested Jan. 26 
by the BCSO for Traffick-

ing Meth, Possession of  
a Controlled Narcotics, 
Possession of a Firearm 
by a Convicted Felon and 
Possession of Firearm 
During a Violent Crime. 
Owens was booked and 
released to the BCDC. 

Jose Perez, 35, of 3634 
Seelye Drive, Augusta, 
GA, was arrested Jan. 25 
by the BCSO for Failure 
to Pay Court Fines. Perez 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

Kenyae Antoine Rob-
inson, 28, of 621 Charles-
ton Avenue,  Fair fax , 
was arrested Jan. 28 by 
the BCSO for Failure to 
Appear. Robinson was 
booked and released to 

the BCDC.
Shelvick Deshae Tilley, 

43, of 2151 Red Oak Road, 
Barnwell, was arrested Jan. 
19 by the BCSO for Failure 
to Pay Child Support. Til-
ley was booked and re-
leased to the BCDC. 

Rachel Warren, 46, of 
31 Little Oak Road, Wil-
liston, was arrested Jan. 
20 by the BCSO for Dis-
orderly Conduct.  Warren 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

James Edward Wil-
liamson, 48, of 81 Perry 
Street Barnwell, was ar-
ested Jan. 17 by the BCSO 
for Failure to Appear. 
Williamson was booked 
and released to the BCDC.

Arrest Reports

Advertisement for Bid

Qualified General Contractors are invited to submit a 

proposal for the renovation of a medical clinic in Bam-

berg, SC, Bamberg County. 

The project consists of a 3,535 square foot wood 

frame 2-story structure to be renovated. 

Low Country Health Care System will be accepting 

proposals and qualification statements at 333 Revolu-

tionary Trail, Fairfax, SC 29827 at 2:00 p.m. on February 

16th, 2022. 

Questions or requests for drawings may be made by 

calling 803-632-2533 ext. 1127. 

The owner reserves the right to accept or reject any 

or all offers. 

Low Country Health Care System, Inc. 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 990, Fairfax, SC 29827

Physical Address: 333 Revolutionary Trail,

Fairfax, SC 29827 ������
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Barnwell School District 45
Office of Special Services

Barnwell School 
District 45 presently 
provides programs/
services for children 3 
to 21 who attend pub-
lic or private school 
with the following 
categories of disabili-
ties: Developmental 
Delay, Intellectual Disability, Specific Learn-
ing Disability, Emotional Disability, Speech or 
Language Impairment, Deafness and Hearing 
Impairment, Visual Impairment, Deaf-Blind-
ness, Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health 
Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury, Autism, 
and Multiple Disabilities. 
Should you be aware of any such children 

who are in need of services, please contact 
Kim A. Rhoad at (803) 541-1346 on weekdays 
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. All names 
of referred persons will remain confidential. 

partment is anxiously 
awaiting others to come 
forward and provide 
details of what hap-
pened so we can pro-
vide justice for the vic-
tim,” said Chief Pruitt. 

No arrests have been 
made at this time, but 
police are searching 
for Lawrence. 

Anyone with infor-
mation should call the 
WPD at (803) 266-7011.

Wanted: 
Lawrence 

wanted for 

murder
FROM PAGE 1A

The South Carolina 
Department of Health 
and Environmental Con-
trol (DHEC) is pleased to 
announce that Premier 
Medical Laboratory Ser-
vices and DHEC’s other 
testing vendors are re-
porting all backlogs have 
been cleared and turn-

around times for COV-
ID-19 test results are back 
to the standard 48-hour 
time frame.

According to Premier 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kevin Murdock, Premier 
corrected its backlog of 
surge-related testing 
through the investment 

of millions of dollars in 
additional equipment 
and the hiring of more 
than 300 South Carolina 
employees.

“Premier Medical Lab-
oratory Services is now 
back to pre-surge turn-

 DHEC announces Premier 
Medical cleared testing backlogs

See BACKLOG, 9A

Subscribe today to 
The People-Sentinel!
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Share your special occassion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Dawn Reitz and Jonathan Vickery were married December 18, 2021.

Dawn Reitz and Jonathan 
Vickery, both of Barnwell, 

were united in marriage on De-
cember 18, 2021, at First Baptist 
Church of Barnwell. The Rev. Dr. 
Bart Kelley officiated.

The bride was given in mar-
riage by her parents. 

The bride wore a white floor-
length dress that was accented 
with a red sash. The bride carried 
a bouquet of silk red and white 
flowers accented with pinecones 
and berries for a touch of Christ-
mas. 

Andrea Crowell (best friend of 
the bride) of Columbia served as 
matron of honor. 

Harry Adkins (friend of the 
groom) of Florence served as 
best man. 

To complement the Christmas 
theme, guests threw snow con-
fetti as the couple made their 

exit from the church where the 
City of Barnwell’s historic “Big 
Bertha” fire truck was waiting to 
take them away. The fire truck 
was a tribute to the groom’s 
paternal grandfather, the late 
Lloyd C. Vickery, who served as 
Barnwell’s fire chief for 15 years. 

Following the wedding, a re-
ception was held at Barnwell 
State Park. The community build-
ing was decked out in Christmas 
décor. Everyone enjoyed a deli-
cious barbeque buffet that was 
catered by Barnwell Fire Chief 
Tony Dicks. The two-tiered wed-
ding cake featuring a gingerbread 
bride and groom was prepared 
by Cindy Flowers of Blackville 
while Hansel & Gretel Bakery in 
Barnwell prepared banana pud-
ding cheesecakes.

The bride is the daughter of 
Dr. Tim and Debbie Phillips of 

Columbia. She’s the granddaugh-
ter of the late Wyatt and Alberta 
Campbell and the late Dr. Baxter 
and Wanda Phillips, all of Florida.

She is employed by Barnwell 
School District 45 as a band di-
rector. 

The groom is the son of Charles 
and Sharon Vickery of Barnwell. 
He’s the grandson of the late 
Lloyd C. Vickery Jr. and Imogene 
Vickery of Barnwell and Ione 
and the late Cecil Broadwater of 
Greenville. 

He is publisher and owner of 
The People-Sentinel in Barnwell. 

The couple enjoyed a Christmas 
honeymoon in Stowe, Vermont, 
where the picturesque views of 
snow-covered mountains and 
quaint towns made them feel like 
they were in a Hallmark movie.

The couple resides in Barnwell 
with their cat Brahms. 

AT LEFT: Hannah Gibson and Jose Miranda Diaz were married Nov. 5, 2021.

Hannah  Gibson 
of Orlando, Fla. 

(formerly of Barnwell, 
S.C.) and Jose Miranda 
Diaz of Orlando, Fla. 
were united in marriage 
on Nov. 5, 2021 at Mait-
land Art & History Mu-
seum. The Rev. Michelle 
Jarnigan officiated. 

The bride was given 
in marriage by her par-
ents, Wendy and Mary 
Beth Gibson. 

The bride’s dress was 
an ivory lace fit and 
flare gown with sweet-
hear t  neck l ine .  The 
bride carried a bouquet 
of ivory roses and hy-
drangeas. 

Emily Rodzianko (sis-
ter of the bride) served 
as matron of honor. 

B r i d e s m a i d s  we r e 

Sara Wieser (sister of 
the bride), Laura Wil-
liams (cousins of the 
bride), Britney Smith 
(friend of the bride), 
and Aurora Rodzianko 
(niece of the bride). 

Nieces  Anya Rod-
zianko and Savannah 
Wieser served as flower 
girls. 

T h i a g o  R o d r i g u e z 
(friend’s son) served as 
ring bearer. 

J a v i e r  R o d r i g u e z 
(friend of the groom) 
served as best man. 

Groomsmen were Jon-
athan Cintron (friend), 
A d a l b e r t o  R i v e r a 
(brother ), Eric Flores 
(friend), Dale Wesen-
berg (friend), and Gus-
tavo Herrera (friend). 

Following the wed-

ding a reception was 
held at Maitland Art & 
History Museum. 

T h e  b r i d e  i s  t h e 
daughter of Wendy and 
Mary Beth Gibson of 
Barnwell, S.C. 

She is a 2005 gradu-
ate of Barnwell High 
School and is currently 
employed by Carlo’s 
Bakery. 

The groom is the son 
of Juan Carlos Miranda 
and Sonia Diaz Lopez of 
Humacao, Puerto Rico. 

He is a 2012 graduate 
of Fajardo Community 
Private School and is 
currently employed by 
Allied Universal. 

Following a wedding 
trip to Europe, the cou-
ple resides in Orlando, 
Fla. 

Susan Filyaw (right) earned the Commendable Service 

Award from the S.C. Department of Motor Vehicles in 

December 2021. She served the citizens of Barnwell 
as a Customer Service Representative and a Titles and 
Licensing Specialist with distinction, culminating in 
19 years of service. “She was known for her kindness 

and compassion towards her customers. Susan‘s 

exceptional professionalism and commitment to the 
public reflect great credit upon her,” stated a post on 
SCDMV’s Facebook page. 

Susan Filyaw 
recognized for 
Commendable 

Service from S.C. 
Dept. of Motor 

Vehicles

Contributed Photo

Dawn Reitz weds Jonathan Vickery
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We pick up TODAY!
Want to advertise your business?

Call (803) 259-3501.

Hannah Gibson weds 
Jose Miranda Diaz
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WEST COLUMBIA 
- Carol Lucas Creech, 
70, of West Columbia, 
passed away January 
25, 2022, surrounded by 
her loving family.

Services were held on 
Saturday, January 29, 
2022 at Dunn’s Chapel 
Church in South Conga-
ree. The family received 
friends from 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. before the service 
in the church sanctuary 
followed by the funeral service at 2 p.m., also in 
the church sanctuary. Pastor Tom Atten officiated. 
Burial followed in the church cemetery on site. 
Everyone was asked to follow the appropriate 
COVID guidelines to safeguard their health. 

Carol was born in Hilda on January 21, 1952, 
the daughter of the late A.T. Lucas and the late 
Mary Lucas. She graduated from Barnwell High 
School in 1970. 

Carol was dedicated to her family and church. 
She volunteered at Congaree Elementary School 
and Fulmer Middle School where her children 
attended. She also volunteered at Dunn’s Chapel 
Church with their AWANA program for many 
years. Carol served as a member of the United 
Transportation Union (UTU) Ladies Auxiliary 
in Columbia. She was not only the best wife and 
mother, but the very best grandmother who loved 
to spoil her grandchildren every opportunity she 
had. 

She is survived by her husband of 51 years, 
William Glen Creech; her son, Jody Glen Creech 
(Page) of Charlotte, N.C.; her daughter, Staci 
Creech Klotz (Daniel) of West Columbia; grand-
children, Chandler Klotz, Kerry Creech, Logan 
Klotz and Candace Creech; brothers, Charles 
Lucas and Tee Lucas (Jan); and sisters, Gwen Jef-
fcoat and Marcia Lucas. In addition to her parents, 
she was predeceased by her brothers, Don Lucas 
and Tommy Lucas.

The family would like to give a heartfelt thank 
you to the South Congaree Fire Department, 
Lexington County Emergency Services, and the 
Lexington Medical Center ICU. 

Memorials may be sent to Dunn’s Chapel 
Church Cemetery Fund, 281 Chapel Road, West 
Columbia, S.C. 29172.
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Carol Lucas Creech

Charles B. Grubbs, 
72,  passed away on 
Fr iday,  January 28 , 
2022, at Select Special-
ties Hospital, Augusta, 
Georgia.

Charles was born in 
Barnwell County on 
September 21,1949 and 
was a son of the later 
Frank an Salley Gil-
liam Grubbs. He was 
a retired Heavy Crane 
Operator and a member 
of Seven Pines Baptist Church. He was a loving 
husband, father, brother, and friend. He will be 
deeply missed by his family and friends.

Funeral services were held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the Seven Pines Baptist 
Church with Pastor Mark Watford officiating. 
Burial followed in the Barnwell County Memo-
rial Cemetery at the airport. Visitation was held 
one hour before the services in the church. Mole 
Funeral Home of Barnwell assisted the family.

Survivors include his loving wife, Betty Steed 
Grubbs; sons, Edward (Teresa) Grubbs and Wal-
ter (Lisa) Grubbs; sister, Irene Grubbs Padgett of 
Hampton; 5 grandchildren and 7 great-grand-
children. He was predeceased by siblings, Junior 
Grubbs, Franklin Grubbs, Jake Grubbs, Leroy 
Grubbs, Rose Sanders, Annie Lou Kinard and 
Elizabeth “Lib” Sanders.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Charles B. Grubbs

Cheryl Zorn Gatlin, 
64, loving wife of Billy 
Gatlin, passed away 
January 28, 2022 at her 
home after a coura-
geous battle with can-
cer.

Cheryl was born in 
Barnwell County on 
October 9,  1957 and 
was a daughter of the 
late Johnny Zorn Sr. 
and Frances Still Zorn. 
She was a homemaker 
and a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and 
sister. She will be greatly missed by her family 
and friends.

Funeral services were held on Monday, January 
31, 2022, at 2 p.m. in the Mole Funeral Home Cha-
pel with burial in the Barnwell County Memorial 
Cemetery at the airport. Visitation will be held 
on Sunday, January 30, 2022, from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Mole Funeral Home.

Survivors include her husband, Billy Gatlin of 
the home; sons, Bryan Sanders, Kevin Jennings, 
Eric Jennings and Billy Christopher (Tammy) 
Jennings; stepchildren, Lester ( Jeanette) Gat-
lin, Chester (Milan) Gatlin, Thomas Gatlin and 
Regina Gatlin; brothers, Danny (Cathy) Zorn, 
Dennis (Bonnie) Zorn; sisters, Chrystie (Mark) 
Blackwood, Connie Zorn, Lynn Fail Zorn; 20 
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by siblings, Kenneth Zorn, Johnny 
Zorn Jr., Terry Zorn, and Lelar Zorn.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Cheryl Zorn Gatlin

WILLISTON - Cor-
nelia Fail Green, 98, 
passed away Wednes-
day, January 26, 2022, 
in Williston.

B o r n  i n  B a r n we l l 
County on April 13, 
1 9 2 3 ,  s h e  wa s  t h e 
daughter of the late 
Henry W. and Lillie 
Wilson Fail. She was a 
retired employee of the 
Shuron Corporation. 

A private family ser-
vice will be held at a later date. Mole Funeral 
Home of Barnwell is assisting the family.

She is survived by her son, Eddie Green of Barn-
well; and was predeceased by her parents, broth-
ers, James Louis Fail, Henry Fail Jr., Woodrow 
Fail, and Harold Eugene Fail; and sisters, Mary 
Fail Pitsinger and Mildred Fail Vincent.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
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Cornelia Fail Green

BLACKVILLE - Evangelist Daisy Mae Mincy, 75, 
entered into eternal rest on Friday, January 28, 2022, 
at Lexington Medical Center, Lexington. 

Homegoing celebration for Evangelist Daisy Mae 
Mincy will be conducted on Friday, February 4, 2022, 
at 2 p.m. at Young Rosemary Baptist Church, Wil-
liston. Burial will be in Barnwell County Cemetery. 
Visitation will be on Thursday, February 3, 2022, 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Simmons Funeral Home 
of Williston, Inc. & Cremation Service (13188 Main 
Street, Williston).

Sign the online guestbook at www.simmonsfuner-
alhomeofwilliston.com.
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Evangelist Daisy 
Mincy

WILLISTON - Funeral services for Mary Eliza-
beth White “Lib” Tan-
ner, 91, of Williston, 
were held at 11 o’clock 
a.m., Saturday, Janu-
ary 29, 2022 in the Folk 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
Williston, with Greg 
Walkup officiating. The 
family received friends 
one hour prior to the 
service on Saturday at 
the funeral home. Me-
morial contributions 
may be given to the Wil-
liston Cemetery Fund, 
P.O. Box 367, Williston, S.C. 29853. 

Mrs. Lib passed away on Tuesday, January 25, 
2022.  

Born in Williamson County, TN, she was a 
daughter of the late William Allison White and 
Hannah Murrell Moore White and was married 
to the late John William “Bill” Tanner. She was a 
graduate of College Grove Tennessee High School 
and was a member of the Williston United Meth-
odist Church. Mrs. Lib was a retired bookkeeper 
for Bank of Williston and C & S Bank after work-
ing a number of years. She enjoyed gardening and 
spending time with her family.

Survivors include her daughters, Martha Sue 
(Donnie) Fields and Mary Ann (Greg) Walkup, 
all of Williston; grandchildren, Kellie (Grayson) 
Sanders, Stacie Fields, Ian (Tracy) Fields, Sallie 
Walkup and Paul Walkup; great-grandchildren, 
Trey, Jake and Kyle Sanders; Tanner and Wyatt 
Page; Weston and Hunter Fields.

In addition to her husband, Bill Tanner, she 
was preceded in death by her daughter, Pamela 
Jane “Pam” Tanner; sisters, Margaret Proffitt, 
Ruth White and Bonnie Haley; and her brothers, 
Edward White, Horace White and Eugene White. 

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Elizabeth “Lib” 
Tanner

BRONX, N.Y. - Mae L. 
Bush was born on No-
vember 14, 1945, to the 
late William Dicks and 
Minnie ( Jane) Owens 
in Barnwell. Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ called Mae 
home on Tuesday, De-
cember 28, 2021, from 
her earthly home in 
Bronx, New York to her 
eternal home. 

Mae accepted Jesus 
as her Savior at an early 
age, and became a part of Sweetwater Baptist 
Church in Barnwell. She attended and graduated 
from the school system in Barnwell. 

In 1965, Mae met and married the love of her 
life, the late Donald Bush Sr. From this union, 
God blessed them with three offspring. After 
marriage, they relocated to Bronx, N.Y., where 
they lived for 56 years. While in the Bronx, she 
joined Fountain Spring Baptist Church under the 
pastorate of the late Rev. Nelson C. Dukes Sr. In 
June 1992, she joined First Union Baptist Church 
under the pastorate of Rev. James E. Wilson Jr. 
She was an active member of the Trustee Board 
for many years; Pastor’s Anniversary Committee, 
Scholarship Committee, attended both Bible Class 
and Sunday School.

Mae was employed as an executive assistant for 
the Legal Defense Fund for 28 years, where she 
retired a few years ago. She was committed and 
enjoyed the work she did for the Legal Defense 
Fund. She also enjoyed being a member of the 
Eastern Stars. Although she was committed to 
the things above, she was most committed and 
loyal to her family. She absolutely loved family 
gatherings, which gave her an opportunity to 
showcase her amazing cooking skills, of which 
her last cooking experience was on Christmas Day.

To cherish her memory, Mae leaves her three 
children and one son-in-law: Tammy L. Bush of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., Donald Bush Jr. of Bronx, N.Y., 
Jeanel Bush-McBeth (Samuel) of Rahway, N.J.; one 
sister, Alma Thomas of Bronx, N.Y.; five grand-
children: Destiny L. Williams, Jade Bush, Joshua 
Bush, Tyler T. Simmons and Danielle Bush; and 
a very special friend, Carolyn Seward of North 
Carolina. She also leaves a host of other relatives, 
including nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and friends. .
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Mae L. Bush

BURLINGTON, MA - 
Miriam or ‘Mim,’ born 
Miriam Elvira Smart, 
died on January 26 at 
age 94 in Burlington, 
MA. Miriam is formerly 
of Oceanport, N.J., and 
Allendale, S.C. 

Miriam was the be-
loved wife of the late 
Joseph F. Bryan, and 
was predeceased by 
her parents, Lewis and 
Belle Smart; siblings, 
Nicholas, Louise, and Wini Smart Quackenbush; 
and granddaughter, Lydia Sobey. She is survived 
by her children, Rick Bryan (Suzie), Katherine 
Sobey Kaminer (Paul), Kip Bryan (Patty), and Bob 
Bryan (Louise), 14 grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren. 

Miriam loved volunteering for local and civic 
organizations. She graduated from Brookdale 
Community College, Lincroft, N.J., and attended 
the University of South Carolina. She graduated 
from Point Pleasant Beach High School, N.J. 

Mim lovingly served her Presbyterian churches 
in Red Bank, N.J., and Allendale, S.C., as Elder, 
Church Clerk, Sunday School teacher, & church 
newsletter editor. She was a member of the Com-
munity United Methodist Church of Wayland, 
MA. 

With her husband Joe, Mim extensively re-
searched the family’s genealogical roots, discov-
ering ancestors from the earliest days of N.J., GA, 
and S.C., and was a life member of both the Squan 
Village Historical Society of Manasquan, N.J., and 
the Georgia Salzburger Society. 

Mim was the first woman on the Borough Coun-
cil of Oceanport, N.J. and helped create several 
riverfront parks. An avid gardener, she was a 
National Council Flower Show Master Judge and 
a co-founder and past president of the Oceanport 
Garden Club, N.J. 

Mim worked as a real estate saleswoman and 
as a reporter for a N.J. newspaper. She was presi-
dent of the League of Women Voters of the Red 
Bank Area (N.J.) and of the Monmouth County 
Council, N.J. 

She was Citizen of the Year in 2004 in Allendale, 
S.C., and a member of the Fairfax Garden and 
Study Club, Allendale County Arts Council, Al-
lendale Book Club, and Allendale County Family 
and Community Leaders. 

Mim loved good conversation and is lovingly 
remembered by her family. 

Funeral services were held at Allendale Presby-
terian Church, Allendale, S.C. at 2 p.m., Tuesday, 
February 1 (visitation at the church 1 p.m.), and an 
online service will be held February 17 at 7 p.m. 

Keith Smith Funeral Services of Allendale, (803) 
584-2492, is in charge of arrangements. 

Contributions may be sent to Allendale-Enter-
prise.com. 
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Miriam Smart 
Bryan (“Mim”)
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M o r g a n  B r a n t l e y 
Sanders,  35,  passed 
away on January 22, 
2022, at RMC, Orange-
burg.

Morgan was born in 
Orangeburg on No-
vember 10,1986.  He 
was the son of Moye 
C. “Pete” Sanders Jr. 
and the late Genevive 
“Jenny” Truitt Sanders. 
He was an employee of 
SCDOT, Orangeburg 
Office. He was a loving son, father, brother and 
will be missed by his family and friends.

A private family burial will be held on Satur-
day, February 5, 2022 in the South End Cemetery, 
Bamberg at 2 p.m. Mole Funeral Home of Barnwell 
is assisting the family.

He is survived by his children, McKaela Sand-
ers and Tyler Shircliff; sisters, Angela Sweatman 
and Casey Robinson; brother, Jason (Becky) 
Truett; nieces and nephews, Ashton Sweatman, 
Jonathan Sweatman, Brayden Cogburn, Grayson 
Cogburn, Aiden Robinson, Leo Robinson, Jason 
Truett, Richard Truett, David Truett, and Victoria 
Truett. He was predeceased by his mother and his 
brother, Adam Sanders.

Sign the online guestbook at molefh.com.
The People-Sentinel 2/02/22

 

Morgan Brantley 
SandersBLACKVILLE - Fu-

neral services for Rich-
ard Alan Creech, 74, of 
Blackville, were held at 
3 o’clock p.m., Thurs-
day, January 27, 2022, at 
the First Baptist Church 
of Blackville with Dr. 
Thomas Terry and Rev-
erend Ken Frederick 
officiating; burial was 
in the Blackville Cem-
etery. The family re-
ceived friends from 6 to 
8 p.m., Wednesday at Folk Funeral Home Chapel, 
Williston. 

Memorial contributions may be given to the 
First Baptist Church of Blackville, P.O. Box 217, 
Blackville, S.C. 29817 or the Blackville Cemetery, 
P.O. Box 365, Blackville, S.C. 29817. The family 
would like to extend a very special thank you to 
Dr. Rodney Rhinehart and his staff, also Joseph 
Lott, Herman Still, and Donnie Abbott for their 
compassion and all of the loving care they have 
shown to the family during this time. 

Richard passed away on Monday, January 24, 
2022.

Born in Orangeburg County, he was a son of 
the late John Melbourne Creech Sr. and Elizabeth 
Hair Buckingham Creech. He was a graduate of 
Blackville High School; in 1967, he earned an As-
sociate Degree from Palmer College in Columbia 
and where he majored in Higher Accounting. In 
1976, he graduated from the School of Banking 
of the South at Louisiana State University and in 
1980 he graduated from the Commercial Lend-
ing School from the University of Oklahoma. 
He retired from Enterprise Bank as Senior Vice-
President and Director. He was a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Blackville where he served 
as a deacon, was a member of the Barnwell County 
Chamber of Commerce, Barnwell Rotary Club, the 
Blackville Masonic Lodge #63, and served in the 
U.S. National Guard. 

Survivors include his loving wife of 26 years, 
Dorothy Darby Creech of the home; daughters, 
Sandy Creech (Elaine) of Edisto Beach, Mandy 
(Jeff) Harrington of Chapin; son, Scott (Lindsey) 
Etheredge of Lexington; grandchildren, Addie 
and Jake Harrington, Garrett (Demi) Etheredge, 
Ethan, Morgan and Mason Etheredge; nephews, 
Charles Anderson “Andy” (Kim) Creech Jr. and 
David Creech; and a niece, Miriam Combee.

He was preceded in death by brothers, Charles 
Anderson Creech Sr. and John Melbourne Creech 
Jr.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com..
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Richard Creech
BARNWELL -  Fu-

neral services for Willie 
Calhoun “Will” Still, 
37, of Barnwell, were 
held at 2 o’clock p.m., 
Monday, January 17, 
2022, in the Folk Funer-
al Home Chapel, Willis-
ton, with the Reverends 
Timmy Gunnells and 
Ken Dodson officiat-
ing. Burial followed in 
the Barnwell Memorial 
Cemetery by the air-
port. The family received friends one hour prior 
to the service at the funeral home on Monday.

Will passed away on Monday, January 10, 2022.
Born in Orangeburg County, he was a son of 

Willis Ronald “Ronnie” Still and Kathy Sanders 
Still. He worked construction and as an installer 
for Rings World of Windows. He was a member 
of Green Branch Pentecostal Holiness Church. 
Will loved to fish, enjoyed drawing and was quick 
to think of ways to make things work and often 
invented his own ideas. He loved to pick and play 
with his children and loved spending time with 
his family.

In addition to his parents, Ronnie and Kathy 
Still of Olar, survivors include his loving wife 
of 19 years, Erma Paige Carolyn Sweat Still; his 
children, Teegan Still, Chase Still and Taylin Still, 
all of Barnwell; a sister, Shannon (Larry) Still 
of Hilda; niece, Emmily Still; nephews, Hunter 
Still, Jaycen Still, Michael Sweat, Mayson Sweat 
and Wyatt Creech; mother-in-law, Sherry Sweat; 
father-in-law, Ringo Sweat; and numerous aunts, 
nieces and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his maternal 
grandparents, Jack and Sylvia Sanders; paternal 
grandparents, Lottie Mae Hair and Willie Calhoun 
Still; his brother, Willis Ronald Still; and his sister-
in-law, Morgan Sweat.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted 
the family with arrangements. Visit the online 
registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com. 
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Willie “Will” Still

ACROSS
1. Fantasy sports data
6. Accounting acronym
9. Stark daughter on “Game of 

Thrones”
13. Branch of economics
14. All talk, no action type of 

service
15. Relating to symmetry, in 

geometry
16. Base-8 numeral system
17. “____ the land of the free...”
18. Lots and lots
19. *Actor Ryan of “Blue Val-

entine”
21. *Desdemona’s suspicious 

husband
23. Big fuss
24. Nose-in-the-air type
25. Uber alternative
28. One on a pedestal
30. Moderately wide
35. Eye layer
37. Twelfth month of Jewish year
39. Cheese-covered chip
40. Popped relief?
41. *”Love, ____” movie
43. Splints site
44. Muhammad’s teachings
46. Orchestra instrument
47. Past of heave
48. Avoids work, in British slang
50. Give off
52. Dose of sunshine
53. Back seat
55. Hair-raising product
57. *____ valentine, an opposite 

of love note
61. English author perhaps best 

known for “The Canterbury Tales”
65. Like Mary-Kate and Ashley
66. Pooh’s “wise” friend
68. Bring to an end
69. Potassium nitrate
70. Farm sound
71. Arm bones
72. Back talk
73. Uniting conjunction
74. Imposter

DOWN
1. Smoke plus fog
2. Comes in hard or soft shell
3. Parts of a play
4. ____-____-la
5. Plural of solidus
6. Heidi’s shoe
7. *Sweetie follower
8. Cook’s cover
9. Wheel holder
10. Cambodian money
11. Two-masted vessel

12. “The Sun ____ Rises”
15. Trash can for fireplace (2 

words)
20. Source of lymphocytes, pl.
22. Pull along
24. Dormant state
25. *Famous archer
26. Dispatch boat
27. “____ and whistles”
29. Hodgepodge
31. Mr. and Mrs. Incredible’s son
32. Blood of the gods, Greek my-

thology
33. Seven days postmortem
34. *Hive-related endearment
36. Unfortunately, exclamation
38. Rumpelstiltskin machine

42. Stallion’s cry
45. Business combination
49. Old Man’s turf, according to 

Hemingway
51. Darjeeling server
54. Smell, usually pleasant
56. Calms
57. Ford Transit and such
58. Pelvic parts
59. Lice eggs
60. Augments
61. Oaf
62. Scoop holder
63. Biblical twin
64. Donna or Lou
67. Got a blue ribbon

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD THEME: VALENTINE’S DAY

SAMPLE
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ville and Williston. He 
has worked in Blackville-
Hilda Public Schools his 
entire 35-year career, but 
he is originally from Wil-
liston. His sister, Lexie 
Clamp, is a former super-
intendent of District 29 
while his wife Lynette and 
son David are teachers in 
Williston.

Corder said he and Dr. 
Shaw also want to allevi-
ate the fears and appre-
hensions of staff who are 
concerned of what might 
happen to their jobs after 
consolidation. While con-
solidation will not affect 
schools, it could eliminate 
some district-level posi-
tions as the two districts 
combine. 

“We will try to have a 
place for everybody, but 
it might not be the same 
place they were. We both 
love our staffs and admire 
them,” said Corder.

While change can be 
scary, it can also bring 
new, exciting possibili-
ties. 

“My prayer is that July 
1, 2022, the board, faculty, 
staff, scholars, and com-
munity members will 
be able to state that the 
newly-formed BCCSD 
successfully opened its 
doors with integrity and 
with all  stakeholders 
knowing that our founda-
tion is grounded with our 
scholars’ best interest at 
the forefront,” said Shaw. 

Representatives from 
both districts have been 

meeting together regular-
ly to discuss what the new 
district will look like. This 
includes budget discus-
sions to ensure financial 
needs are aligned.

“We know it’s not an 
easy process, but when 
you have the best interest 
of the scholars at hand 
that’s when you can make 
the best decisions. We 
are bringing our heads 
together so we can be 
more collaborative and 
problem solve together,” 
said Shaw.

These discussions have 
already led to new pos-
sibilities that will benefit 
faculty, staff, and schol-
ars, although Shaw and 
Corder could not com-
ment on specifics since the 
board has not voted on 
these opportunities.  

“Working alongside 
team members  f rom 
Blackville and Williston 
over the past three days 
we can already visualize 
win-win opportunities 
for all of our scholars. We 
are most excited about the 
possibilities,” said Shaw 
on Jan. 28.

“I really think we need 
to create something new 
and a better educational 
experience for our stu-
dents. I’m pleased with 
how Dr. Shaw is leading 
this collaboration. The 
ideas we are coming up 
with will really be good 
for our two communities 
and I think everybody 
will be pleased in the end. 

Hopefully people will 
embrace it,” said Corder. 

The BCCSD is also hard 
at work to complete the 
mammoth task of consoli-
dation in a short period 
of time. 

Since officially forming 
in December 2021, the 
board has been holding 
two meetings a month to 
get everything in place for 
the new BCCSD to launch 
July 1. This includes ex-
amining policies and best 
practices that need to 
be adopted and imple-
mented. Board members 
also volunteered to sit on 
various committees, such 
as curriculum, finance, 
and personnel.

“The BCCSD Board of 
Trustees are to be com-
mended for how they 
have already embarked 
upon the work of estab-
lishing policies, are en-
gaged in committee work, 
and will be partaking in 
upcoming professional 
learning sessions for new 
Board of Trustee mem-
bers,” said Shaw.

At their Jan. 25 meet-
ing, the board filled two 
vacant teaching positions 
for the 2022-23 school 
years. They hired Dia-
mond Tyler as a music 
teacher at Kelly Edwards 
Elementary School in Wil-
liston and Kenyatta Bell as 
the Family and Consumer 
Science teacher at Black-
ville-Hilda High School. 

Board meetings are 
held the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 6 p.m., but the 
location rotates between 
Blackville and Williston 
to make it more accessible 
to the public. Meetings 
on the second Tuesday 
are held at Blackville-
Hilda High’s auditorium 
while the fourth Tuesday 
meetings are held at the 
Williston District 29 au-
ditorium.

“We encourage com-
munity members to come 
and be involved,” said 
Shaw. 

Work is also underway 
to unite the faculty and 
staff from the two districts 
as they prepare to become 
part of one family. This 
includes cookouts and 
other regular gatherings 
for faculty and staff to get 
to know each other better. 

“There is a lot of en-
gagement and collabora-
tion going on,” Shaw said. 

Consolidation of the 
Blackville and Williston 
school districts could be 
just the first step. State 
lawmakers have said the 
likely next step is to con-
solidate Barnwell District 
45 so there’s only one dis-
trict in Barnwell County.

The county could re-
ceive $90 million to build 
a new county-wide con-
solidated high school and 
career center as part of the 
$600 million legal settle-
ment between the state 
and U.S. Department of 
Energy. The settlement 
came after the federal 

government’s termina-
tion of the Mixed Oxide 
Fuel (MOX) Fabrication 
Facility and removal of 
the remaining 9.5 metric 
tons of toxic, radioactive 
plutonium at the Savan-
nah River Site (SRS). 

It’s currently unclear 
how the settlement funds 
will be divided, but Gov. 
Henry McMaster wants 
the money to be given to 
Barnwell, Allendale, and 
Bamberg counties since 
they all gave up land to 
form SRS. He issued his 
recommendations in De-
cember 2021, including 
the $90 million for the 
new school.

“Future prosperity in 
Barnwell County requires 
bold investment in pub-
lic education to ensure 
that the next generation’s 
workforce has the knowl-
edge and skills necessary 
to compete for jobs and 
capital in the region. This 
bold investment of $90 
million will be used to 
construct one centrally lo-
cated, countywide, state-
of-the-art high school and 
career technology center 
to serve all 1,500 students 
in grades 9 through 12 
in Barnwell County. The 
new facility will provide 
students with career op-
portunities and youth 
apprenticeship programs 
al igned with current 
and projected workforce 
needs of the region. The 
facility will also serve as a 
tremendous tool to recruit 

teachers and school lead-
ers to Barnwell County,” 
said McMaster.

However ,  the  new 
school  i s  cont ingent 
upon all school districts 
in Barnwell County be-
ing consolidated into the 
Barnwell County Consoli-
dated School District. 

“While Act 105 of 2021 
consolidated the Barn-
well County (Blackville) 
School District No. 19 and 
Barnwell County (Willis-
ton) School District No. 29 
into the Barnwell Consoli-
dated School District ef-
fective July 1, 2022, the re-
maining district, Barnwell 
School District 45 must 
also be consolidated. This 
significant investment in 
the educational system 
of Barnwell County re-
quires a reciprocal com-
mitment on the part of 
the residents of Barnwell 
County to improve fiscal 
efficiencies through dis-
trict consolidation,” said 
McMaster. 

If countywide consoli-
dation does not occur by 
July 1, 2023, the funds 
shall be transferred to the 
Department of Commerce 
and held in reserve to ad-
dress future needs and 
requests from counties 
that surround the SRS.

While county-wide con-
solidation remains up in 
the air, Shaw and Corder 
said they are commit-
ted to ensuring a smooth 
consolidation process for 
their districts. 

Leaders: Dr. Shaw named interim superintendent of consolidated school district FROM PAGE 1A

around times,” Murdock 
said. “We are processing 
95 percent of our results 
in under 24 hours.”

“Each test that we re-
ceive is important to us 
because we know that it 
affects someone’s qual-
ity of life. That’s why our 
team worked tirelessly to 
hire and train hundreds 
of South Carolinians and 

expand our infrastruc-
ture so that we could 
return to our normal 
turnaround times of re-
sults. We hold ourselves 
to the highest standards 
as a laboratory and look 
forward to serving South 
Carolina’s diagnostic 
testing needs.” 

DHEC COVID-19 Co-
ordination Office Direc-

tor Louis Eubank said the 
clearing of the testing back-
logs was welcome news.

"We appreciate the pa-
tience of all South Caro-
linians and the hard work 
of our lab partners to re-
spond to the challenges 
presented by the surge 
in testing demand,” Eu-
bank said. “We thank all 
of our vendors for work-

ing diligently to provide 
timely test results and are 
optimistic that the adjust-
ments made by all parties 
will ensure no such back-
log occurs again."

DHEC continues to ad-
vise anyone who does 
experience a wait time 
for a test result longer 
than 72 hours from the 
time they were tested 

to call 1-888-697-9004 
or email ACC-Testing-
CustomerService@dhec.
sc.gov to get your results. 
Please limit comments 
to one phone message or 
email; this helps avoid 
multiple requests for the 
same test. When leaving 
a message, please provide 
your name, date of birth, a 
good contact number, the 

test date and testing loca-
tion and we will get back 
to you as soon as possible.

Free at-home tests also 
are available from DH-
EC’s public health depart-
ment testing sites (check 
DHEC’s testing locator 
page for local availabil-
ity) and for free through 
the federal government at 
covidtests.gov.

Backlog: COVID testing turnaround times return to normal FROM PAGE 5A
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Swiss Krono USA par-
ticipated in a roundtable 
meeting in Washington, 
D.C. with Mr. Guy Par-
melin, president of the 
Swiss Confederation and 
Minister of Economic Af-
fairs, Education and Re-
search. The meeting dis-
cussed the current state 
of apprenticeships in the 
U.S. and was attended by 
a council of officials from 
Switzerland, Swiss com-
panies operating in the 
U.S., U.S. representatives 
from the Department of 
Labor, U.S. Department 
of Education, and U.S. 
companies utilizing ap-
prenticeship programs.

Swiss Krono represen-
tatives Todd Mankin and 
Youth Apprentice TyZa-
vier Grayson also attend-
ed a reception at the resi-
dence of the Ambassador 
of Switzerland to the U.S., 
Mr. Jacques Pitteloud, 
at which Barnwell High 
School’s (BHS) Youth 
Apprentice TyZavier 
Grayson took questions 
from President Parmelin. 
Many officials attended 
the reception including 
Senator Amy Klobuchar 
of Minnesota, Deputy 
Secretary Don Graves, 
Dr. Tracy Dove, Scien-
tific Advisor to the Swiss 

Embassy, representatives 
from the Apprenticeship 
Department in Washing-
ton D.C., and many other 
officials.

“I am extremely blessed 
and grateful for the op-
portunity to be a Youth 
Apprentice at Swiss Kro-
no,” Grayson said. “Be-
ing selected as the first 
apprentice to represent 
BHS and Swiss Krono in 
Washington, D.C. was an 

amazing experience that 
I will never forget.” 

Grayson is a current ju-
nior at BHS and has been 
a Swiss Krono Youth Ap-
prentice since August 16, 
2021, where he works as a 
production operator. Af-
ter high school, Grayson 
plans to continue work-
ing at Swiss Krono while 
also pursuing an associ-
ate’s degree. 

“It was an honor to rep-

resent Swiss Krono at this 
event and a huge learning 
experience for our young 
apprentice, TyZavier," 
said Mankin.

The apprenticeship 
partnership between 
Barnwell School Dis-
trict 45 and Swiss Krono 
came to fruition back in 
2016 and has recently ex-
panded from hiring two 
apprentices per cycle to 
more than ten appren-

tices for high school stu-
dents in our community 
and surrounding com-
munities. 

“Make no mistake 
about it. TyZavier Gray-
son is one of many great 
students at BHS. How-
ever, the opportunity to 
represent an entire orga-
nization, Swiss Krono, 
and help showcase this 
wonderful program, is 
a testament to the high 

caliber of students that 
attend our school, the 
fantastic families from 
which they come, and 
the teachers who prepare 
them for the future. I am 
so proud of TyZavier; 
he is so humble yet de-
serving of this opportu-
nity,” said BHS Principal 
Franklin McCormack.  

In attendance at the re-
ception were:
• Switzerland Offi-

cials: President Guy 
Parmelin, Martina 
Hirayama - State 
Secretary for Edu-
cation, Research 
and Innovation and 
Marie-Gabrielle In-
eichen-Fleisch - State 
Secretary for Eco-
nomic Affairs.

• U.S. Officials: Dep-
uty Secretary Don 
Graves, Brent Parton 
- Department of La-
bor, Amy Loyd - De-
partment of Educa-
tion.

• Swiss Companies in 
the U.S.: Martin Rit-
ter - CEO Stadler, An-
dre Kudelski - CEO 
Nagra, Todd Mankin 
- Training Coordina-
tor Swiss Krono.

• U.S. Companies: 
Intertech Plastics - 
Ryan Gensler, Aon 
- Bridget Gainer/
Daniel Serota, CVS 
- Charnetia Young/
Peter Virgil.

BHS student attends international business 
roundtable on apprenticeships in the U.S.

Dr. Mikota, President of Spartanburg Community College; Amy Firestone, VP Apprenticeship Carolina; and Guy Parmelin, 
president of Switzerland; TyZavier Grayson, youth apprentice from Barnwell High, and Todd Mankin, Swiss Krono 
representative.

For the days of De-
cember 2nd and 3rd, 
2021, three teachers, Ms. 
Amanda Carter, Mrs. 
Mary Wright, and Mrs. 
Tamora Parker, were cho-
sen to attend a conference 
in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina that allowed them to 
learn effective de-escala-
tion techniques that can 
be utilized in moments of 
crisis. 

The Crisis Preven-
tion Intervention (CPI) 
training taught not 
only teachers, but social 
workers and other mem-

bers of schools and or-
ganizations, techniques 
that can be used to help 

either prevent or de-es-
calate a crisis to prevent 
or reduce harm to any-

one involved. 
These techniques will 

be brought to the staff 

and faculty members of 
Williston School District 
29 so as to help them 

learn how to prevent or 
reduce moments of cri-
sis. 

Williston-Elko teachers learn crisis prevention techniques

Contributed
Barnwell District 45

Contributed
Williston District 29

Tamora Parker (left), Amanda Carter (above), and Mary 
Wright (right) attended a crisis prevention intervention 
training in December 2021 in North Carolina. 

Audrey Grimball is 
Williston-Elko High 
School’s current Global 
Career Development Fa-
cilitator, and has been 
here since January 2020. 

She grew up in North 
Carolina, and decided 
to move to South Caro-
lina while in college and 
continue to live and work 
here. She decided to work 
at Williston-Elko as she 
wanted to work in a small 
town where everyone 
knows each other and has 
a great community. 

Before working in 
education, Mrs. Grim-
ball worked in the food 
and beverage industry 
as well as the financial 
industry. So, she has ex-
perience in a variety of 
vocations. In fact, if she 
had not chosen the field 
of education to enter, she 

would love to work in an 
apiary or vineyard. 

She is someone who 
loves adventure, as she 
spends her summers 
and free time garden-
ing, swimming, bee-
keeping, golfing, hik-
ing, horseback riding, 
traveling the world, and 
working on farm and 
house projects with her 
family. Audrey Grimball 
is someone who loves 
to have fun and works 
hard for both the school 
and the community.   

D29 Staff Spotlight:

Audrey Grimball
Contributed

Williston District 29 On Jan. 14, Elko Baptist 
Church made the faculty 
and staff of Williston-
Elko High School and 
the Williston-Elko Dis-
trict Office a delicious 
spaghetti meal complete 
with salad, bread, pound 
cake, and sweet tea as a 
thank you for everything 
that they do for the stu-
dents and community. 

As the faculty and staff 
prepared for the com-
ing academic week, they 
came together to enjoy 
this meal and to thank 
the church members for 
their efforts. Williston-
Elko would especially 
like to thank Pastor Tom 
Baker, Karen McAl-
haney, Jodi Bazzle, Birdie 
Williams, John Williams, 
and Ramona Burt. They 
came not only to serve 
the meal, but to get to 
know the faculty and 
staff of the high school 
and district better. 

It is when everyone 
is able to communicate 

with each other more that 
we can come together to 

help our students learn 
and keep them safe. 

Elko Baptist feeds WEHS staff

Members of Elko Baptist Church (above) fed the faculty and staff of Williston-Elko High 
School and the district office on Jan. 14 to show their appreciation.

Contributed
Williston District 29
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The baseball knocked some words out of this story. 
Find where each word belongs.

Standards Link: Civics: Know instances in which political conflict in the U.S. has 
been divisive and reasons for this division [e.g., civil rights struggles].

Standards Link: Civics: Know that civil rights efforts 
strived to reduce discrepancies between ideals and 
the reality of American public life.

       aseball Hall of Famer, Jackie Robinson 
        probably changed baseball more than any other 
player—not by skill alone, but by who he was as a person.

      fter college, Jackie went into the Army.
          When he got out he signed on with 
a baseball team in the Negro Leagues. 
At that time, black players were not 
allowed in the all-white Major Leagues.

Then, on October 23, 1945 Branch 
Rickey, the general manager of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, asked Jackie 
Robinson to play for the Dodgers 
beginning in 1947. He said it would be 
difficult to be the first man to end 
segregation in Major League Baseball. 

            hen Jackie started school he found something he 
           was very good at—sports. He liked to play hard. 
He liked to win. He found out that by winning in sports he 
   got respect from the white children. He liked this feeling 
      and vowed he would always work hard to gain respect.

Rickey said to Jackie …

       y the time he was in high school, Jackie led the football, 
         basketball, baseball and track teams. 
In 1938, when he was a student at Pasadena 
Junior College, Jackie led his college 
teammates to victory in a track meet and 
a baseball game held 40 miles apart on 
the same day!

Help Jackie get to the 
baseball game from 
the track meet.

What made Jackie 
Robinson great is 
not only what he 
accomplished for 

himself, but what he 
made possible for 

other people. Search 
the newspaper to 

identify individuals 
who are working to 
make life better for 
other people. Name 
the individuals and 

then summarize 
their actions and the 

possible benefits 
to others.

Standards Link: Writing 
Applications: Write 
summaries of text.

What do you think he meant by that?

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write responses to text.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 9

Select a photograph in today’s sports pages 
and try to imitate and hold the pose of a 
person in the photograph. Then, have a friend 
or family member give it a try.

Action News Leadership
What are the qualities of a 
good leader? Who do you 

know that is a good leader? 
Why do you think of that 

The noun segregation 
means separating people 

into racial groups.

SEGREGATION

Try to use the word 
segregation in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Making people sit in 
different parts of a theater 
or bus because if their skin 
color is racial segregation.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: History: Students know that a timeline records significant events in 
chronological order.

    n 1947, Jackie Robinson 
     was ahead of his time 
when it came to ending 
segregation in Major League 
Baseball. Use the code to find 
out the order in which the 
following were integrated.

A Timeline of Ending Segregation

U.S. Armed Forces are 
integrated

Segregated schools 
declared illegal

The last Major League 
Baseball team is integrated

ILLEGAL

PASADENA

BROTHER

RESPECT

MAJOR

BRANCH

FIRST

DODGERS

MOVIE

SKIN

JACKIE

MILES

ROOSEVELT

POSE

ROBINSON

J

L

A

G

E

L

L

I

N

A

B

T

C

E

P

S

E

R

B

R

A

N

C

H

M

O

S

R

O

B

I

N

S

O

N

R

R

T

P

C

K

S

V

R

E

O

H

O

S

E

L

I

M

G

J

E

S

V

I

S

E

O

D

A

R

E

I

K

C

A

J

O

M

L

F

I

R

S

T

B

D

T

A

N

E

D

A

S

A

P

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

In baseball, the batting average is 

defined as the ratio of hits to at bats. 

A batting average is a measure of a 

player’s ability to hit. A batting 

average over .300 is considered to 

be good, and an average over .400 

a nearly unachievable goal. (The 

last player to hit that mark, with 

enough at bats to qualify for the 

batting championship, was Ted 

Williams of the Boston Red Sox, 

who hit .406 in 1941.)

Jackie Robinson’s career batting 

average of .311 is still one of the top 

100 of all time.

The baseball statistics in the 

newspaper provide a fun way to 

practice math skills. Use the 

following to get yourself started.

How do you say a batting average?
• Always say as a three-digit whole  

number.

• Say the first digit as a single whole 

number.

• Combine the second and third 

digits to form a two-digit number.

For example:

.274 = two seventy-four

.309 = three oh-nine

.075 = oh seventy-five

How do you express the following as 
a batting average?
• Batting averages are always three  

digits.

• If you have a two digit number 

place a zero on the end: 

.25 becomes .250

• If you have only one digit, place 

two zeros on the end: 

.3 becomes .300

• If you have more than three digits  

look at the fourth digit to 

determine if you should round the 

third digit up or keep it the same:

.30119 becomes .301

.2348 becomes .235

How do you calculate a batting 
average?
• Batting Average (BA) = Hits (H) 

divided by At Bats (AB) or 

BA = H/AB.

• If you have a fraction: 1/5 that’s 

the same as saying 1 for 5 or 1 hit 

for 5 at bats.

• To determine the batting average 

1/5 divide the numerator by the 

denominator to create a decimal. 

Then say the answer as .200.

• 3 for 8 or 3/8 = .375

• 1 for 4 or 1/4 = .250

How do you calculate a player’s 
batting average over two games?
• Add the hits from both games 

together and then add at bats from 

both games together, next divide 

the sum of the hits by the sum of 

the at bats.

• 1 for 4; 3 for 5, first add up the hits 

1 + 3 = 4, next add up the at bats 4 

+ 5 = 9, then divide the sum of the 

hits 4 by the sum of the at bats 9 or 

four for nine or 4/9 = .444.

• 0 for 2; 3 for 7 = 3 for 9 or 3/9 = .333

• 2 for 3; 1 for 4 = 3 for 7 or 3/7 = .429

Standards Link: Number Sense: Understand 
the relationship between fractions and percent: 
calculate problems using division; read 
decimals and percents; round numbers to 
the nearest 1,000.

Biographical information on today’s page verified by the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame and Museum: baseballhall.org

of Barnwell
187 Main Street, Barnwell

(803) 259-2217
Locally Owned and Operated by 
David, Heidi, & Bethany Lewis
Order online or on the Subway app.
Dine-In or Take-Out

of Barnwell

(Offer Not Valid with any other coupon or offer)

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Present this coupon to receive a

FREE
COOKIE
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‘Brynn’ ready for new home
Brynn is this week’s 

Adoptable Pet of the 
Week from the Barn-
well County Animal 
Shelter.  

Brynn is a beauti-
ful female American 
Bull Dog. She is about 
6 months old and gets 
long with other dogs. 

“Her sister, Bri, is 
also in the shelter. 
They are sweet and 
playful and love at-
tention. Brynn is more 
laid back than Bri but 
both get along well as 
kennel mates. Please 
consider giving her an everlasting home with 
your family,” said shelter manager Marlena Ray.

The Barnwell County Animal Shelter is open 
Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to meet and greet ani-
mals. Stop by to meet Blaire or any of the other 
adoptable dogs and cats.

Mail donations to 57 Wall St., Barnwell, S.C. 29812. 
Contact the shelter at 803-259-1656 or animalshelter@barnwellsc.com.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

dispatched for a stove 
fire, but arrived to find 
fire and smoke billowing 
from the rear of the home. 
The entire kitchen was 
engulfed in flames, which 
also spread to part of the 
den and attic.

A pot on the stove is be-
ing blamed.  

“The occupant started 
smelling something and 
went in the kitchen where 
she saw the pot on fire. 
She tried to move it to the 
sink, but the grease spilled 
over and caught fire,” said 
Melton. In the event of a 
grease fire, Melton encour-
ages people to turn off the 
stove and cover the pot.

The Red Cross is assist-
ing the family of four who 
lived in the home. Crystal 
Brown lived there with 
her mother, three children, 
and grandchild. Donations 
can be made via CashApp 
to $H33D100 or by calling 
Brown at 803-645-8660. 

The Elko, Long Branch, 
and Windsor fire depart-
ments assisted Williston. 

Just a day later, the Wil-
liston and Elko fire depart-

ments responded to 65 
Paul Street around 6:30 
p.m. on Jan. 28 for another 
house fire. 

“Upon arrival heavy fire 
conditions were encoun-
tered in the front and rear 
of the structure. Crews had 
to extinguish flames from 
the exterior before making 
entry,” said Melton. 

An electrical issue is 
being blamed for the fire. 
“The occupant saw an 
outlet sparking and then 
the wall caught on fire,” 
said Melton. 

The Red Cross is pro-
viding the two residents 
some help, but occupant 
Tytavion Williams said 
he welcomes donations 
to help him find another 
place to live. Donations 
can be made via CashApp 
to $Tyrone803.

Around 11:30 a.m. the 
following day (Jan. 29), 
firefighters responded to 
5237 Highway 37 in Elko 
for a controlled burn that 
had gotten out of control. 

“Units arrived on scene 
and found a fast-moving, 
wind-driven fire head-

ed for some pines and 
pastures. Due to several 
homes in the fire’s path, the 
Williston Fire Department 
was requested to provide 
extra protection and S.C. 
Forestry was requested to 
respond,” stated a post on 
the Elko Fire Department’s 
Facebook page. 

S.C. Forestry arrived 
with three plows and 
worked with the fire de-
partments to contain the 
fire, which burned ap-
proximately 80 acres. 

During the same time, 
Elko was called for mutual 
aid assistance for Long 
Branch Fire Department 
for another brush fire in 
which one unit was di-
verted to help assist. 

While it’s unusual to 
have so many fires in a 
short amount of time, 
Chief Melton said it’s a 
good reminder to all resi-
dents to be prepared in the 
event of a fire. 

This includes having 
an escape plan that ev-
ery member of the family 
knows, including an out-
side location to meet if a 

fire happens. 
Smoke detectors is an-

other important compo-
nent to a home. 

“I encourage people to 
have working smoke de-
tectors because they will 
alert you of a fire and help 
you get out in time. Smoke 
detectors alerted one of 
the occupants recently that 
their house was on fire,” 
said Melton. 

While the other two 
homes  did  not  have 
working smoke detectors, 
Melton said they were 
fortunately awake and 
smelled smoke.  

Following the recent 
string of fire, members of 
the Williston Fire Depart-
ment came together on Jan. 
30 to make sure all equip-
ment was ready for the next 
call. This included fuel-
ing equipment and trucks, 
cleaning equipment, and 
ensuring battery-powered 
equipment was charged. 

“It’s the little things like 
this that allow us to have 
quick and efficient re-
sponses,” said Melton. 

The 32 members of the 

Williston Fire Department 
along with all volunteer 
firefighters across Barn-

well County are ready to 
serve their community 
when the call comes. 

Learning Buddies: Spell your childʼs first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

With your child try and
find nine 9s on one page
of the newspaper. Connect

the nine 9s to make a
connect-the-dots picture.

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that start with or include

the same sound as the
letter N in nose.

Point to the number
9 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Have your child
practice tossing a folded
newspaper to different
spots in the house. For
example, onto a bed,
next to a table, onto

the front steps.

Deliver the
Newspaper

Find the 9sWhatʼs that smell?Math PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your childʼs words in
the lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or
some of the letters in the sentence.

N is for Nose

n is for nose
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter N. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the N sound like the word
nose?

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Find and cut out nine
noses from the newspaper.
Glue the nine noses onto
one sheet of paper. Find

and cut out a large number
9 and glue it on the

paper also.

Nine Noses
The simplest small motor
exercise you can do with
your child is tearing the

newspaper. Let your child
tear out shapes and then
glue the torn pieces onto
a piece of paper to make

a picture. Black
construction paper sets
off the pictures well.

Tear It Up!
With your child, look

through the newspaper
and circle in yellow all

the pictures of things you
think smell good. Circle
in red all of the things you

think smell bad.

Eight fingers, ten toes,
Two eyes, and one nose.
Baby said, when she smelt the rose,
“Oh! What a pity
I’ve only one nose.”

How many       ?

How many              ?

nines

nickles

Natty Nan can spot an N as fast as can be. How many
words that start with N do you see? Circle each one!

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

etaDerutangis s’ydduB gninraeL
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Fires: Donations sought to help victims of recent house fires in Williston FROM PAGE 1A

Firefighters make entry into the attic of a home on Mirror 
Drive in Williston after it caught fire Jan. 27.

Barnwell,” Rivera said. 
However, McEwen said 

some business owners 
who pay city taxes do 
not live in the city lim-
its. Councilman Ron Still 
also said the council’s de-
cisions affect people who 
do not live in the city, in-
cluding people who shop 
at city businesses. 

In the end, council 
voted to keep the require-
ment to be a citizen, but 
added that business own-
ers and property owners, 
who do not live in the city, 
can speak during public 
participation. Council-
man Still made the motion 
to revise the policy, which 
was seconded by Council-
man Jimbo Moody and 
approved. 

Mayor Rivera said he 
feels people should have 
a “stake” in the city in or-
der to speak. If not, then 
he encourages people to 
contact him or council 

directly. 
“All of our numbers 

and emails are available 
on the city’s website if 
people want to talk. We 
are more than willing to 
take those people’s con-
versations,” he said. 

The People-Sentinel 

reached out to the may-
ors of Blackville and 
Williston in regards to 
their public participation 
policies. They said they 
are not aware of a policy 
that limits public partici-
pation to just citizens of 
their towns.

Committee: City council tweaks public 

participation policy FROM PAGE 2A

Peggy Kinlaw was elected Jan. 10 by her fellow council 
members to be the city's new mayor pro-tem. A mayor 
pro-tem fills in on the mayor's behalf if the mayor is unable 
to attend or fulfill his futies.
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