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Two arrested 
for attempted 

murder

The Barnwell County Sher-
iff’s Office recently arrested 
two men for attempted mur-
der, but the cases are unrelated. 

Robert Pernell Jr., 20, was 
arrested Dec. 21, 2021 by the 
BCSO for Attempted Murder. 
Neiko Keenan Hakiem Odom, 
27, of Barnwell, was arrested 
Dec. 29, 2021 by the BCSO for 
Attempted Murder and 1st 
Degree Domestic Violence.

Pernell’s arrest followed 
“diligent surveillance and the 
assistance of SLED and Or-
angeburg County Sheriff’s De-
part.,” according to the BCSO. 

His  arres t  comes  two 
months after an Oct. 16 shoot-
ing on Mitchell Lane in Willis-
ton where three people were 
shot during a house party. 
The victims were transported 
to an area hospital. 

The victims and other wit-
nesses identified the shooter 
as Robert “RJ” Pernell Jr.

This isn’t the first time 
Pernell has allegedly been 
involved in a shooting. At 
the time of the October 2021 
shooting, he was out on bond 
for murder charge from 
March 2019 in relation to the 
shooting death of Shaquile 

Akins, 25, of Barnwell. Akins 
died due to a gunshot wound 
following a shooting in the 
700 block of Elko St., Willis-
ton, according to initial news 
reports at the time.

Odom’s arrest was in con-
nection to a Dec. 26 shooting on 
Old Allendale Hwy., Barnwell. 

The victim identified Odom 
as the shooter, according to an 
incident report.

“The responding officer 
asked for witnesses in this 
case and no one apparent-
ly seen anything, but none 
would come forth to give any 
information to law enforce-
ment,” states the report. 

A 9mm handgun with a 
clip in the chamber was lo-
cated at the scene and taken 
as evidence. 

Odom turned himself in to 
authorities on Dec. 29, 2021.

Odom and Pernell were 
transported to Barnwell 
County Detention Center. 

This home on Wacter Street in Williston was damaged Monday, Jan. 3 after strong winds brought down a tree.
Photo Courtesy: Williston Fire Department

A birthday in Barnwell County 
isn’t quite complete without 
a phone call from Chuck Mc-
Cormick. 

The Blackville resident, who 
has autism, has a gift for remem-
bering thousands of important 
dates, especially birthdays and 
anniversaries. His nightly rou-
tine involves calling about a 
dozen people to wish them a 
happy birthday or anniversary. 
He can even tell you what day 
of the week you were born. 
While most people would need 

to utilize their phone book or 
contact list, Chuck has a long list 
of phone numbers memorized. 

“Ed and I think it’s a gift from 
God that Chuck has his memory 
and a great love for people. He is 
so faithful in calling and loves his 
phone calls,” said Deborah Mc-
Cormick, Chuck’s mother. 

Sarah Smajic said Chuck has 
been given a “wonderful gift 
from God” that he uses daily to 
make others feel encouraged and 
loved. “You mean so very much 
to the people in our community,” 
she said. 

“As someone who didn’t grow 
up in Barnwell, Chuck made 
me immediately feel welcomed, 

loved, and at home when I first 
started receiving his birthday 
calls. I hope Chuck feels just as 
loved as he makes each one of us 
feel on our birthdays/anniversa-
ries,” said Ellen Epperson. 

The calls started many years 
ago after Chuck received a cal-
endar with the birthdays and 
anniversaries of residents. His 
contact list has grown over the 
years as he’s met new people. 
Some are friends or relatives 
while others are acquaintances 
or strangers.

“Chuck is such a blessing! He 
has the biggest heart and always 
cares how others are doing, even 
on days when he isn’t feeling 

well. We look forward to his calls 
on our birthdays, anniversary, 
and even on family member’s 
birthdays! It isn’t a true birth-
day without a call from Chuck 
McCormick,” said Anna Moore. 

Relative Wanda Black Harel-
son said Chuck is known as the 
Master of Birthdays. “Many 
birthdays are made complete 
with his call which also includes 
him checking on members of the 
family especially if someone has 
been sick,” she said.

Regardless of how long Chuck 
has known someone, he treats 
each person the same. 

‘Master of Birthdays’ turning 40

Emergency water 

provided to fire 

departments,
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See CHUCK, 8A

B
arnwell County avoid-
ed major damage af-
ter strong winds swept 

through the area early Monday 
morning. 

Emergency management of-
ficials were aware of the storm in 
advance and put plans in place. 

“There was a strong potential 
for tornadoes,” said Barnwell 

County Emergency Manage-
ment Director Roger Riley. 

Thankfully, there were no tor-
nadoes, but the area saw strong 
winds. This caused downed 
trees, some personal property 
damage, and power outages. 

“Winds were extremely high, 
but a lot more trees could have 
come down and lot more power 
could have gone out,” said Riley 
of how saturated the ground was 
from recent rainfall. 

Riley, firefighters, the Depart-
ment of Transportation, law 

enforcement, public works, and 
others worked throughout the 
morning to clear downed trees 
in order to keep roadways as 
safe as possible. However, some 
accidents were reported with 
vehicles hitting trees.

Most property damage in-
volved trampolines, sheds, and 
other outside items. However, 
Riley is aware of two homes (one 
in Barnwell and one in Williston) 
that were damaged after trees fell 
through them. 

No injuries were reported.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com
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Storm downs trees 
across county

Chuck McCormick turns 40 on Jan. 9.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Odom Pernell Jr.

Barnwell County Sheriff’s Office

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com

Wreck kills one

Melvin M. Schrock, 76, of 
Hilda Road, Barnwell, died 
from injuries sustained in a 
wreck, said Barnwell County 
Coroner Denise Gibson. 

Schrock was traveling west 
on Highway 278, near Poplar 
Road, when his 2004 Honda 
van was struck by an east-
bound 2014 Dodge Charger 

around 4:45 p.m. on Dec. 30, 
2021, said Master Trooper 
David Jones with the S.C. 
Highway Patrol.  

The Dodge went off the 
right side of the roadway, 
overcorrected, and drove 
left of center where it struck 
Schrock’s van, said Jones.

Javier Decor, the driver of 
the Dodge, was transported 
by EMS to a hospital with 
“serious injuries,” said Jones.

Schrock’s obituary can be 
found on page A7.

Jonathan Vickery
Publisher

jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com
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This year, Savannah 
River Nuclear Solutions 
(SRNS), Centerra, Battelle 
Savannah River Alliance 
(BSRA) and Savannah 
River Remediation (SRR) 
joined forces and raised 
a total of $1,465,649, sur-
passing their original $1.4 
million goal for the 2021 
United Way campaign. 

All companies reached 
their goal during this 
year’s joint campaign 
with SRNS raising 
$827,691, surpassing their 
original $800,000 goal; 
Centerra raising $160,000, 
meeting their $160,000 
goal; BSRA raising 
$203,379, surpassing their 
original $200,000 goal; 
and SRR raising $274,579, 
surpassing their $260,000 
goal. 

This year’s theme was 
“Strengthening Families. 
Strengthening Commu-
nities,” and due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this 
year’s sitewide campaign 
was extremely important. 

SRNS 2021 United Way 
Chair Rachael Simon 
was blown away by the 
immense support from 
employees throughout 

the campaign. “With 
the many challenges we 
faced the past two years, 
it means a lot that our 
SRNS employees and em-
ployees across SRS have 
shown up in support of 
the United Way cam-
paign,” said Simon. 

“We would not have 
been able to have such a 
great campaign without 

the help from our SRS 
family,” she continued. 
“I especially want to ex-
press my appreciation to 
all the campaign chairs 
for their leadership with-
in their organizations 
throughout this year’s 
campaign. We would not 
have been able to meet 
our goal without each 
and every one of you.”

United Way of Aiken 
County President and 
CPO Sharon Rodgers says 
the United Way of Aiken 
County is very grateful 
for the faithful support 
and overwhelming gen-
erosity during this year’s 
campaign. “The SRS Unit-
ed Way Campaign means 
the world to United Way 
of Aiken County, our 30 

partner agencies and 45 
critical need programs,” 
said Rogers. “The SRS 
Campaign is our larg-
est contributor and helps 
provide funding so that 
we can collectively form 
a safety net to help our 
most vulnerable citizens 
with the challenges they 
face every day, such as 
homelessness, food inse-

curity, childcare, medical 
care, prescription drugs, 
transportation, home re-
pairs, utility assistance, 
domestic violence, child 
abuse and programs for 
intellectually and physi-
cally challenged.   

“Over 125,000 people 
in Aiken County receive 
almost 500,000 services 
each year. The impact is 
positively immense, and 
our gratitude is endless. 
Thank you, SRS, for giv-
ing so generously your 
time, talents, testimony 
and treasure to give oth-
ers an opportunity for a 
better life,” Rogers con-
tinued. 

This year’s campaign 
benefits the following 
agencies surrounding 
the Savannah River Site: 
United Way of Aiken 
County; United Way of 
the CSRA; United Way of 
Edgefield County; United 
Way of McDuffie County; 
United Way of the Mid-
lands; United Way of 
Screven County; United 
Way of South Carolina, 
including Bamberg, 
Colleton and Hampton 
counties; United Way of 
Anderson County; and 
United Way of Barnwell 
County, including Allen-
dale County.

SRS employees team up for United Way

SRS employees and United Way representatives gathered at the 2021 SRS United Way Campaign thermometer 

to celebrate another successful campaign. 

Contributed
Savannah River Site

Explore each month informative and newsworthy interviews with 

local industry leaders, elected officials, and executives of major 
employers in our region. 

Learn more about the work SouthernCarolina Alliance is doing to 

recruit industry, create new jobs and improve the quality of life 
where we live.

www.anchor.fm/behindthegoldenshovel

The last meeting of 
2021 for the Williston 
Town Council was held 
Dec. 13 and it was a great 
one to close out the year.  

Williston Town Rec-
reation Director James 
Hewith along with 
Keith Parker, Joe Welch 
and John Depew, the 
coaches of the Division 
I, 11–12-year-old foot-
ball team, presented the 
mayor and council with 
the winning trophy from 
the Aiken County Youth 
Football League Cham-
pionships. The Williston 
Blue Devils youth team 
went undefeated, al-
lowing for no points on 
defense, while special 
teams gave up only 14 
points the entire season.  

Parker, who volunteers 
his time to help mold the 
young athletes, said he 
is always learning some-
thing from them.  He 
enjoys helping the kids 
develop the skills needed 
to become good members 
of society. He also imple-
ments life lessons in his 
training and teaches 
them to learn love and 
respect. All three of the 
coaches no longer have 
any children of their own 
on the team but enjoy 
pouring football and life 
skills into the future of 
Williston’s youth.

Williston’s newest po-
lice officer, Dalton Peeples, 
was officially sworn into 
office by Town Attorney 
Tom Boulware and Wil-
liston Police Chief Rodney 
Pruitt.  He was accompa-
nied by his wife, Ashleigh, 
and parents, Marie and 
Robbie Peeples.  His pres-
ence on the department 
fills another road patrol 
position on the force. 

The council voted to 
amend Ordinance Num-
ber 2021-6, the Regula-
tions for the Establish-
ment of the Recreation 
Board, so that members 
interested in joining the 
board do not have to live 
within the town lim-
its.  Any Williston resi-
dent who resides outside 
town limits but within 
the Williston School Dis-

trict 29 can volunteer if 
interested. The purpose 
of the Williston Recre-
ation Board is to provide, 
establish, maintain and 
conduct town recreation 
services and programs 
and to participate in lo-
cal, state and national 
recreational activities. 

During the New Busi-
ness portion of the meet-
ing, the Planning Com-
mission recommended 
consideration to approve 
Ordinance Number 2021-
9 “to alter regulations 
within the Zoning Code, 
Section R-15 Special Ex-
ceptions, Number 4” to 
read, a. large dwelling 
(over 2,000-square-feet 
in total conditioned area) 
existed for over 30 years; 
has little economic value 
or usefulness as single-
family dwelling or other 
conforming us; b. mini-
mum (25,000) sq.ft. lot.  
D. no more than two (2) 
dwelling units are per-
mitted.  This was the 
second reading.  This or-
dinance shall become ef-
fective upon its adoption 
by council.

The Town of Williston 
is continuing the build-
ing of more recreational 
interest by the expan-
sion of the current 9-hole/
basket disc golf course 
to 18.  The course has re-
cently been surveyed and 
changes should be com-
ing soon. Also in consid-
eration is the addition 
of two pickleball courts 
that have the potential to 
bring more enthusiasts 
and visitors to the area.  

The mayor and town 

council wished all of the 
townspeople of Williston 
a happy and safe holiday 
season and a prosperous 
New Year. 

Williston seeks to add recreation opportunities

Dalton Peeples is sworn in on Dec. 13, 2021 as 

Williston’s newest police officer.

Nikki Clingerman
Contributing Writer

Williston Mayor Brett Williams (left) presents Keith Parker, volunteer coach for 

the town’s 11- to 12-year-old football team, the Aiken County Youth Recreation 

Football League trophy during the Dec. 13 town council meeting. Members of 

town council and administration stand in the back.

Want to keep up with what’s 

happening in the community? 

Subscribe to The People-Sentinel 

so you never miss an edition.

Call 803-259-3501.
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Dear Customers,

We can't thank you enough for your support during 2021!
While many dealerships are struggling to find vehicles 

during the nationwide inventory shortage, we are grateful to 
our loyal customers who have helped us maintain a steady 
supply of quality used vehicles. We thank our customers who 
come from Barnwell County and all over the CSRA. 

We are BLESSED! 
The inventory shortage continues to linger, so we ask for 

your continued support. 
We are still buying used vehicles, regardless of whether you 

purchase a vehicle from us or not. We are looking for all makes 
and models with 100,000 miles or less.

If you still owe money on your vehicle loan, we will pay off 
your loan and put money in your pocket. 

Also, visit our service center for any maintenance needs so 
we can help keep your vehicle in tip-top shape. We have new 
state-of-the-art equipment and qualified personnel to ensure 
your vehicle receives the best service. 

Once again, we appreciate your loyalty and support! 

We wish everyone a safe and prosperous 2022!

Sincerely,

Andrew Bush (owner), Eleanor Burbage (general manager), 

and the rest of the B&B Ford family

 “Proudly serving South Carolina since 1934!”

–  T H A N K  YO U !  –

Area firefighters are 
being hydrated with the 
help of a brewing com-
pany and area distribu-
tor.

Anheuser-Busch and 
A.B. Beverage Co. are 
providing more than 
7,056 cans of emergency 
drinking water to the 
Barnwell County’s fire 
departments. 

“The donation is to 
help firefighters “as they 
continue to protect our 
communities and pre-
pare for upcoming wild-
fire relief efforts and to 
aid in recovery efforts 
from recent wildfires,” 
stated the companies in 
a press release.

Both Barnwell and 
Hilda’s fire departments 
applied for the grant to 
supply the water and 
both were approved, 
said Barnwell Fire Chief 
Tony Dicks. He said the 
water is being shared 
with Barnwell County’s 
11 fire departments. The 
departments also shared 
the wellspring with Al-
lendale and Bamberg 
fire departments as 
well as the Windsor FD 
which provides support 
to the Williston Fire De-
partment.

“The program was 
started on the West 
Coast but now has ex-
panded to the East 
Coast,” he said.

He said the water is 
much appreciated and 

thanked Anheuser-
Busch and A.B. Bever-
age Co. for their sup-
port.

“With volunteers 
comprising 67 percent of 
firefighters in the Unit-
ed States, they are local 
communities’ first line 
of defense in a range of 

emergencies,” noted the 
release. “The pandemic 
underscored the impor-
tance of volunteer re-
sponders as they contin-
ued to be there for their 
communities, putting 
their own health at risk 
while often operating 
with limited resources 

and staffing.”
“For these heroes, 

clean drinking water 
remains essential to en-
sure they can be at their 
peak performance when 
protecting our commu-
nities.”

The water was sourced 
from Anheuser-Busch’s 

breweries in Carters-
ville, Ga. and Fort Col-
lins, Colorado, which 
periodically pauses beer 
production to can clean 
and safe drinking water 
to be delivered to com-
munities in times of 
need.

Anheuser-Busch has a 

long-standing tradition 
of providing emergency 
drinking water and sup-
plies for disaster relief 
efforts in partnership 
with the American Red 
Cross – dating back to 
1906. Since the inception 
of its emergency drink-
ing water program in 
1988, Anheuser-Busch 
has donated more than 
86 million cans of clean 
drinking water to U.S. 
communities affected 
by natural disasters and 
other crises.

Through its partner-
ship with the National 
Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC), the national as-
sociation representing 
America’s volunteer fire 
departments, Anheuser-
Busch donates emergen-
cy drinking water each 
year to provide critical 
hydrations to volunteer 
firefighters. “Since 2019, 
the program has donat-
ed over 3.2 million cans 
of water to volunteer 
fire departments across 
the country to help fire-
fighters stay hydrated 
and healthy when pro-
tecting the communi-
ties where we live and 
work,” stated the re-
lease.

The National Volun-
teer Fire Council was 
founded in the 1970’s to 
provide representation 
of volunteer firefighters 
to Washington, D.C., ac-
cording to Dicks. They 
work with corporate 
sponsors to support the 
needs of volunteer fire-
fighters.

Emergency water provided to fire departments

Representatives of Anheuser-Busch and A.B. Beverage Co. came to Barnwell County on October 19 to deliver 

cans of emergency drinking water to the City of Barnwell Fire Department (above) and Hilda Fire Department 

(below). The Barnwell Fire Department shared its donation with the county’s other departments.

Laura J. McKenzie

Contributing Writer

The women of Holy 
Apostles Church were 
recently awarded two 
grants from The Tri-
County Community 

Foundation to fund the 
Snack Sack Program for 
Barnwell and Blackville 
for 2022. Total funds re-
ceived were $2,500. 

The Snack Sack pro-
gram was launched to 
provide nutritious food 
to qualifying children 

on a weekly basis to help 
them perform better at 
school. Holy Apostles 
women of the church be-
gan participation over 10 
years ago. Currently, the 
program serves upwards 
of 100 students.

The Tri-County Com-
munity Foundation 
provides opportunities 
for Charitable Giving 
to those who want to 
enhance the quality of 
life in Allendale, Bam-
berg and Barnwell coun-
ties. The Foundation 
provides opportunities 
for donor funds where 
gifts can be directed to 
a designated need and 
administers privately 
funded higher educa-
tion scholarships. Addi-
tionally, the Foundation 
offers competitive grant 
funding in the areas of 
Health and Early Child-
hood Education.

The Holy Apostles 
Women of the Church are 
exceedingly appreciative 
for all funds to support 
this mission. 

All contributions are 
welcome and may be 
made to the Church of 
the Holy Apostles Wom-
en, Barnwell.

Grant funds Snack 

Sack program in 

Barnwell, Blackville

Liz Ringus (left), grant writer, and Jane Embler (right), Women of Holy Apostles 

Chair Leader, with the check they received for the Snack Sack Program.

Paulette Rooney
Contributing Writer
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Arrest reports listed be-
low are public record and 
have been provided by local 
law enforcement agencies. 
All persons named are pre-
sumed innocent until their 
cases are determined in a 
court of law. 

Tyrell Fields Sr., 30, of 
133 Youmumville, Nor-
way, was arrested Dec. 
22, 2021 by the Barnwell 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO) for Failure to Pay 
Child Support. Fields 

was booked and released 
to Barnwell County De-
tention Center (BCDC).

M e l i s s a  N i c o l e 
Grubbs ,  35 ,  o f  1270 
Monarch Road, Willis-
ton, was arrested Dec. 
20, 2021 by the BCSO 
for Criminal Domestic 
Violence. Grubbs was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Everette Oneal Hutson 
II, 46, of 122 Sapphire 
Lane, Barnwell, was ar-

rested Dec. 28, 2021 by 
the BCSO for Assault 
& Battery and Breach 
of Trust.  Hutson was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

A n t w a i n  L a m o n t 
Johnson, 33, of 802 Al-
len Street, Barnwell, was 
arrested Dec. 25, 2021 by 
the BCSO for Failure to 
Pay Court Fines.  Johnson 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

Jeremy Milton Knopf, 

44, of 155 Opal Road, 
Barnwell,  was arrest-
ed Dec. 28, 2021 by the 
BCSO for Use of Vehicle 
without Owner Consent. 
Knopf was booked and 
released to BCDC. 

Neiko Hakiem Odom, 
27, of 376 Circle Drive, 
Barnwell, was arrested 
Dec. 29, 2021 by the BCSO 
for Attempted Murder. 
Odom was booked and 
released to BCDC.

Rockie Lee Roberts, 

42, of 101 Freedom Road, 
Blackville, was arrested 
Dec. 30, 2021 for Assault 
& Battery. Roberts was 
booked and released to 
BCDC.

John Michael  Wil -
liams, 37, of 222 Fellow-
ship Road, Williston, was 
arrested Dec. 28, 2021 by 
the BCSO for Trespass 
After Notice. Williams 
was booked and released 
to the BCDC.

K e n d r i c k  R a s h a d 

Workman, 23, of 551 Folk 
Street East, Fairfax, was 
arrested Dec. 22, 2021 by 
the BCSO for Failure to 
Pay Court Fines. Work-
man was booked and 
released to BCDC.

Gregory Allen Zorn, 
55, of 2270 Friendship 
Road, Barnwell, was ar-
rested Dec. 20, 2021 by 
the BCSO for Fraudu-
lent Check. Zorn was 
booked and released to 
the BCDC.

Arrest Reports

BIDS ACCEPTED

The Town of Hilda is currently accepting bids on 
a 1962 Cessna 172c fixed-wing single engine aircraft.
The registration number is N8622H. The aircraft has 
no engine and is considered a fuselage only. 

All bids MUST BE SEALED and either left in the 
town drop-box or mailed to the Town of Hilda, 
P.O. Box 157, Hilda, SC 29813. The envelope must 
have “AIRPLANE BID” marked clearly on the out-
side of the envelope. Bids will not be accepted af-
ter January 28th at 12 p.m. Opening of bids will be 
January 29th at 9 a.m. at the Town Hall. 

The aircraft is currently located inside the town 
playground at Old Jack Road. Persons interested 
in viewing the aircraft may contact John Moody 
803.300.8851 or Timothy Black 803.300.5045.

The winning bidder will be required to pay in 
full by January 31st and must remove by February 
8th . Any equipment that must be moved to re-
move the plane will have to be put back immedi-
ately. The plane is considered as-is and the Town 
of Hilda takes no responsibility once new owner-
ship is obtained.

While the town has secured documentation 
stating the plane was donated to the town, we ask 
that any individual who may have claim to this 
property bring documentation stating such no 
later than January 19th. Should an owner come 
forward, the sealed bid process will be void.
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While next year's 
tax season is still a few 
months away, taking 
steps now to make sure 
you're organized and pre-
pared can save you time, 
headaches, and even 
money later. The South 
Carolina Department of 
Revenue (SCDOR) offers 
the following tips and 
reminders for both tax 
professionals and indi-
viduals.

Tips for tax profession-
als

Renew your IRS-issued 
Preparer Tax Identifica-
tion Number (PTIN) – If 
you plan to serve as a tax 
preparer in 2022, you are 
required to obtain your 
PTIN by December 31, 
2021. Both renewals and 
new applications usually 
take about 15 minutes 
and cost around $36. Get 
started at irs.gov/PTIN.

Learn more about the 
SCDOR's direct deposit 
refund option – The SC-
DOR strongly recom-
mends that individuals 

choose to receive their 
Income Tax refund by 
direct deposit. As a tax 
preparer, make sure your 
clients know about and 
have the option to choose 
direct deposit before you 
submit their returns.

Review your business 
information security 
plan – The Federal Trade 
Commission's Safeguards 
Rule requires financial in-
stitutions to establish and 
follow a written informa-
tion security plan to pro-
tect sensitive customer 
information.

Register for e-News 
for Tax Professionals and 
subscribe to quick alerts 
from the IRS, and email 
newsletters from the SC-
DOR.

Revoke power of at-
torney or third-party au-
thorization forms for tax-
payers who are no longer 
clients – This helps safe-
guard taxpayer records.

Tips for individuals
Wait until you have 

the right documents be-

fore filing – Wait until 
you have your employer-
issued W-2s, 1099s, and 
other Withholding infor-
mation before you file 
your return. Don't file us-
ing a year-end pay stub, 
which may not match 
what your employer re-
ports to us. If that hap-
pens, it will slow down 
return processing, which 
will delay your refund.

Know when the IRS 
and SCDOR will begin 
accepting returns – The 
SCDOR will announce 
the first day to submit 
state returns once the 
IRS announces the date 
for federal returns. Even 
if you file before we be-
gin accepting returns, we 
won't begin processing 
your return and refund 
until the season-opening 
date.

Organize your records 
– Take time to gather 
your important docu-
ments before you start 
the filing process. That 
includes W-2s, 1099s, re-

ceipts, medical bills, and 
any other document that 
will affect your return. 
Gather your gas and vehi-
cle maintenance receipts 
if you plan to claim the 
Motor Fuel Credit. Store 
these documents in a se-
cure place, and maintain 
accessible backups.

Review electronic filing 
and refund options – Fil-
ing your return electroni-
cally and receiving your 
refund by direct deposit 
saves you time, increases 
security, helps you avoid 
errors, saves tax dollars, 
and gets your refund in 
your bank account as 
quickly as possible. Dur-
ing the 2021 tax season, 
93% of returns were filed 
electronically, and 87% of 
taxpayers who received a 
refund got it through di-
rect deposit. If you use a 
tax preparer, make sure 
you ask to receive your 
refund through direct de-
posit before your prepar-
er submits your return.

Get to know MyDOR-

WAY – Our free online tax 
portal is the fastest, easi-
est way to make a pay-
ment. If you don't have 
a MyDORWAY account 
and don't expect to make 
recurring payments, you 
can pay what you owe 
without logging in. If you 
need to make estimated 
payments throughout 
the year, we recommend 
signing up for a free ac-
count.

Review tax credits and 
deductions that you may 
be eligible to claim – If 
you're eligible, tax cred-
its can be used to offset 
your tax liability. Dur-
ing the last tax season, 
we highlighted several of 
our most common credits 
and deductions, includ-
ing benefits for families, 
homeowners, small busi-
ness owners, agribusi-
ness operators, summer 
tax situations, and edu-
cation-related expenses. 
Keep in mind that for 
many credits, the amount 
will change for this filing 

season.
Pay special attention to 

the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) – The EITC 
helps low- to moderate-
income workers and 
families get a tax break. 
South Carolina's EITC 
increases to 83.33% of the 
federal credit this year. 
You must be eligible for 
the federal EITC to claim 
the state credit. Use the 
IRS eligibility tool to see 
if you qualify for the fed-
eral credit.

Protect against identity 
theft – Do not share per-
sonal information, such 
as your SSN, bank ac-
count information, or re-
fund amount online or in 
social media posts. Make 
sure your computer is 
protected with strong 
passwords, updated op-
erating systems, and se-
curity software. Find tips 
at dor.sc.gov/securitycen-
ter.

Tips to prepare for upcoming tax season

AIKEN – Savannah 
River Nuclear Solutions 
(SRNS) Supply Chain 
Procurement leadership 
recently provided infor-
mation about how to do 

business at the Savannah 
River Site (SRS), dur-
ing the Augusta Metro 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Third Thursday Busi-
ness Builder” meeting.

“This event is held reg-
ularly by the Chamber to 
help people understand 
how they might be able 

to do business with some 
of its members more 
effectively,” said Fred 
Freeman, Director Sup-
ply Chain Procurement. 
“We gladly accepted 
the invitation. SRNS is 
continually looking for 
opportunities to help 
local businesses--espe-

cially small businesses-
-understand they can 
optimize their ability to 
work with SRS.”

Over the past four 
years, SRNS has award-
ed more than $1 billion 
in subcontracts to small 
and diverse businesses. 
SRNS committed nearly 
80% of all procurement 
dollars to these local and 
national companies.

Freeman appeared 
with other SRNS Sup-
ply Chain Procurement 
managers, and they pro-
vided an in-depth look 
at the SRS missions and 
operations, followed by 
a “how to” presentation. 
Topics covered included: 
Partnering for Success, 
Managing Your Reputa-
tion, Understanding SRS 
Requirements and the 
Procurement Process. 

“We told them how to 
find business opportu-
nities here at SRS, and 
where we typically look 
for products and ser-
vices,” said Agyemang, 
SRNS Small Business Li-

aison Officer. “But better 
yet, we also described 
potential pitfalls that 
companies should avoid, 
such as issues related to 
conflict of interest.”

Presenters also provid-
ed tips and techniques 
for suppliers to increase 

their knowledge of the 
procurement process. 
“We do our best to coach 
them,” said Agyemang. 
“These tips are essential 
because you can do ev-
erything right and still 
not win the business.  
These sessions allow us 
to provide information 
and receive candid feed-
back.”

Sue Parr, President 
and CEO, Augusta Met-
ro Chamber of Com-
merce, noted that many 
of those in attendance 
found exceptional value 
during the final seg-
ment of the presenta-
tion when the floor was 
opened for general dis-
cussion. “Our members 
were able to talk directly 
with the SRNS procure-
ment team, the people 
who will be reviewing, 
analyzing and selecting 
candidates for oppor-
tunities throughout the 
Savannah River Site. We 
were quite pleased with 
the event and will be 
inviting the SRNS Pro-
curement team to visit 
us next year as well.”

SRNS procurement team helps local businesses grow

Alex Agyemang, SRNS 

Small Business Liaison 

Officer, and the Supply 

Chain Procurement team 

offered helpful guidance 

on how to do business at 

the Savannah River Site, 

during the Augusta Metro 

Chamber of Commerce’s 

“Third Thursday Business 

Builder” meeting.

Contributed
Savannah River Site
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Share your special occassion by emailing jvickery@thepeoplesentinel.com.

Births, Birthdays (12 and under), Weddings and Anniversaries (5oth and over) are free to announce. 

Blackville Healthcare & Rehab 
earns National Quality award

Blackville Healthcare and Rehabilitation, LLC is excited to announce 
that they were awarded a National Bronze Quality Award during the 

AHCA/NCAL National Convention in Washington, D.C., on October 12, 2021. 
Blackville is one of just 13 facilities in South Carolina to receive an 

award for their quality of care. 
“We are proud and honored to be recognized for the quality of care 

that we provide to our residents by two separate national organizations 
involved in promoting quality of care for senior citizens,” said Elaine 
Cooke, executive director of Blackville Healthcare & Rehabilitation.

The AHCA/NCAL National Quality Award Program is a rigorous three-
level process that evaluates long-term care organization’s capabilities. 
Each long-term care facility is held to nationally recognized standards 
for excellence, making the NQAP one of the most comprehensive per-
formance assessments available.

About Blackville Healthcare & Rehabilitation LLC

Blackville Healthcare & Rehabilitation, LLC, is an eighty-five-bed skilled 
nursing and rehabilitation center in Barnwell County. The Center accepts 
short-term patients in need of physical, occupational, or speech therapy before 
returning home and long-term patients whose skilled medical needs are such 
that remaining at home is not an option. 

The Center also provides around-the-clock RN’s, LPN’s and CNA’s in addi-
tion to other members of the interdisciplinary team, which includes physical, 
occupational, and speech therapy; social services; activities; registered dieti-
cian; wound care nurse; Medical Director, and nurse practitioner. Blackville 
Healthcare & Rehabilitation, LLC, is a 4-star rated facility by CMS, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Birthday

Blackville Healthcare & Rehabilitation employees with their award. Front row: 

Brenda Davis, CNA, and Annie Jones, CNA. Back row: Elaine Cooke, ADM, Jessica 

Hutto, LPN, and Brenda Kinard, CNA.

Birth

Addison Renee Banks was born on November 3, 2021.

Addison Renee Banks

Grayson and Ashley Banks of Hephzibah, GA welcomed their second 
daughter, Addison Renee, on November 3, 2021 at 12:07. Addison 

weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was 18 1/2 inches long. 
She was welcomed home by her big sister, Ansley Grace, age five.
Grandparents are Gene & Michelle Banks of Hephzibah, GA and Milton 

and Trixie Sanders of Barnwell.
Paternal great-grandparents are Wallace and Sue Banks of Hephzibah, 

GA and Jessie and the late Lydia Taylor of Dallas, Texas.
Maternal great-grandparents are the late MB and the late Joann Sanders 

of Elko and Mary “Ann” Harrelson of Williston.

Lady, you just turned 80!

Thanks for everything you do!

Happy Birthday, Weesie! 

Love, 

Dicky & Tammy, Scott & 

Francina

Happy 
Birthday
Weesie!

Wilhemenia 
King celebrates 
102nd birthday

Ms. Wilhemenia  King turned 102 on 
Monday, December 27, 2021. 

Born December 27, 1919, she has lived her 
whole life in Elko.

Her secret to a long, happy life is trusting God, 
clean living, and a “live and let live” attitude.

Happy Birthday, Ms. King!

W A S H I N G T O N , 
DC – Lower Savannah 
Council of Govern-
ment based in Aiken, 
SC, has received a 2021 
Aliceann Wohlbruck 
Impact Award from 
the National Associa-
tion of Development 
Organizations (NADO) 
for the Drive-Thru Job 
Fairs Project. 

Project partners that 
joined alongside Lower 
Savannah Council of 
Governments were Ai-
ken Technical College, 
Amentum, SC Depart-
ment of Commerce, 
Denmark Technical 
College, Orangeburg-
Calhoun Technical 
College, SC Depart-
ment of Employment 
and Workforce. 

NADO is a Washing-
ton, DC-based mem-
bership association of 
regional development 
organizations that pro-
mote programs and 
policies that strength-
en local governments, 
communities, and 
economies through 
regional cooperation, 
program delivery, and 
comprehensive strate-
gies.  The association’s 
Impact Awards pro-
gram recognizes re-
gional development or-
ganizations and their 
partners for improving 

the economic and com-
munity competitive-
ness of our nation’s 
regions and local com-
munities.  

A w a r d - w i n n i n g 
projects were recog-
nized during NADO’s 
2021 Annual Training 
Conference, held in 
Portland, OR on Oc-
tober 16-19.  The 2021 
class of award recipi-
ents consists of 102 
projects from 70 orga-
nizations spanning 24 
states.  These projects 
are presented in an in-
teractive “Story Map” 
developed by NADO 
that includes project 
summaries, partners, 
and images.  The Story 
Map is available on-
line at:  https://www.
nado.org/2021_impac-
tawards/ 

“During the past 20 
months, regional de-
velopment organiza-
tions across the coun-
try have shown just 
how valuable they are 
in supporting the lo-
cal communities they 
serve,” said 2019-2021 
NADO President Kevin 
Byrd, executive direc-
tor of the New River 
Valley Regional Com-
mission, located in 
Radford, VA.  “From 
COVID-19 response 
and recovery initia-

tives, to workforce and 
economic development 
projects, to social ser-
vices programs and 
much more, the 2021 
NADO Impact Award-
ees highlight the many 
ways our members 
work on the ground 
every day to improve 
quality of life in their 
regions.”  

The NADO Impact 
Awards are presented 
in honor of the late 
Aliceann Wohlbruck 
who was NADO’s first 
executive director and 
served 24 years as a 
tireless champion for 
regional approaches to 
economic development 
in rural communities.

For more informa-
tion about this award-
winning project, con-
tact Andre Anderson, 
803-508-7072, abander-
son@lscog.org.  

Since 1967 the Na-
tional Association of 
Development Organiza-
tions (NADO) has pro-
vided advocacy, educa-
tion, networking, and 
research for the national 
network of 540 regional 
development organiza-
tions. NADO members 
provide professional, pro-
grammatic, and technical 
assistance to over 2,300 
counties and 15,000 mu-
nicipalities.

Lower Savannah Council of 
Government receives National 

Association of Development 
Organizations Impact AwardSAMPLE
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Robert “Bob” 

Bates Sr. 
ORANGEBURG - Robert “Bob” Arthur Bates 

Sr., 80, of Orangeburg, passed away December 29, 
2021. He was the husband of Linda Rankin Bates. 
Funeral services were held at 11:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, January 1, 2022, at St. Paul’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Orangeburg, with the 
Rev. Fred Buchanan officiating. A private fam-
ily burial followed. Honorary pallbearers were 
Men For Christ and life-long friend, Bob Porter. 
Bob was born in Aiken, a son of the late James 
Edward Bates and Louise Carroll Bates. He 
grew up on the Bates Farm in Williston, where 
he attended Williston-Elko High School. Upon 
graduation he attended Clemson University graduating with a degree in 
Agronomy. He married the love of his life, Linda, in 1965. Bob began a ca-
reer as a Mid-state Property Supervisor at the S.C. Tax Commission where 
he worked for 30 years and was President of the S.C. Association of As-
sessing Officials. After retiring at 55, he continued to enjoy working an ad-
ditional 24 years part-time with both Orangeburg and Hampton counties. 
Bob was a devoted servant to the Lord and an active member of St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church. He was a devoted husband and fa-
ther and adored his four grandchildren. His greatest love was spending 
time on the farm where he grew up, fishing in his pond and in the Ed-
isto River. Many happy vacations were spent with his family at Edisto Beach. 
Survivors include his wife; son, Robert A. Bates Jr. (Nancy Lynn); daughter, Susan 
Bates McLure (John); grandchildren, Rheney and Robbie Bates and Hope and 
Bates McLure; brother, Bruce Bates; and his twin sister, Elizabeth “Betty” Bates.   
Memorials may be made to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1356 
Amelia Street, Orangeburg, SC 29115 or to a charity of one’s choice. 
Online condolences may be expressed at www.dukesharleyfuneralhome.
com or https://www.facebook.com/Dukes-Harley-Funeral-Home-and-Crema-
tory-304968586272868.
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Melrose C. 

Dunbar
WILLISTON - Ms. 

Melrose Cuthbertson 
Dunbar, 83, affection-
ately called “Sug”, en-
tered into eternal rest 
on Saturday, December 
25, 2021, at Williston 
Healthcare & Rehabili-
tation LLC, Williston. 
Homegoing celebration 
for Ms. Melrose Dun-
bar was conducted on 
Thursday, December 30, 
2021, at 11 a.m. at Simmons Funeral Home of Wil-
liston, Inc. & Cremation Service with Reverend Joe F. 
Singleton and Reverend David Williams officiating. 
Burial was in the St. Thomas Grove Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Visitation was on Wednesday, December 
29, 2021, from 12:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Simmons Fu-
neral Home of Williston, Inc. & Cremation Service. 
COVID-19 precautions were followed.

The family is accepting a limited number of visi-
tors due to COVID-19. Please reach out to them prior 
to visiting. Feel free to reach out to them through 
calls, social media, and prayers. The family want to 
thank you all for your love and support during this 
difficult time.

Family and friends may also call Simmons Funeral 
Home of Williston, Inc. & Cremation Service, 1188 
Main Street, Williston, S.C. 29853, (803) 266-7808. ww
w,simmonsfuneralhomeofwilliston.com.
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Melvin 

Schrock
H I L D A  -  M e l v i n 

Schrock of Barnwell died 
on his 75th birthday on 
December 30, 2021. 

He was born in Mid-
dlebury, IN. He was a 
son of Menno J. and Mary 
(Miller) Schrock. On June 
4, 1988, he married Ina 
Sue (Raber ) Schrock. 
They have one son, Noah 
Elijah, married to Kristin 
(Weaver) Schrock.

He was preceded in death by his parents and 
his oldest sister Marilyn (Mrs. Andy Miller). He 
is survived by his wife Ina, and his son Noah and 
daughter-in-law Kristin. Also, three brothers and 
eight sisters, Marion (Fannie) Schrock, Marjorie 
(Dennis) Stoll, Marvin Schrock, Mervin Schrock, 
Marietta (Floyd) Lengacher, Merlene (Larry) Wing-
ard, Mildred (Robert) Carroll, Martha (David) Miller, 
Marita (Vernon) Huyard, Miriam Schrock, Madonna 
(Sheldon) Schrock, and brother-in-law Andy (Edith) 
Miller.

Melvin attended Calvary Fellowship Mennonite 
Church. He loved the Lord and loved to read and 
study the scriptures and share what he learned. He 
was known for his kindness and willingness to lend a 
helping hand and go the second mile. He had a heart 
for the misunderstood. He worked as a registered 
nurse for 38 years and was loved by his patients. He 
enjoyed tinkering around his home with his chickens, 
his grape vines and building things. He cared deeply 
for his wife and son and new daughter-in-law.

Funeral services were held 10 a.m.  Monday, Janu-
ary 3, 2022 at the Barnwell Mennonite School, 5675 
Hwy. 70 Blackville, S.C. 29817; burial followed at 
the Calvary Fellowship Mennonite Cemetery, 2326 
Jones Bridge Road, Blackville, S.C. 29817. The family 
received friends on Sunday, January 2, 2022 from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. and from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the 
Barnwell Mennonite Church. 

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory assisted the 
family with arrangements. Visit the online registry 
at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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Vivian 

Turner
THE VILLAGE, FL - Vivian Brandenburg Turner, 

of St. Matthews and Barnwell, S.C, Atlanta and 
Greensboro, GA, Abbeville, AL, and most recently 
Calumet Grove, The Villages, FL, and born July 28, 
1939, passed away December 21, 2021. 

She is survived by her husband of 60 years, Ed-
ward Park Turner; daughters, Debra Turner (Rhett 
Robinson) and Kim Turner (Will Jester); one sister, 
Brenda Brandenburg Lemon; three grandchildren, 
Luke Jester, Ashley Robinson, and Rhenay Robinson; 
and two nephews and a niece.

A Memorial and Celebration of Life Service will 
be held at the Chapel Covenant United Methodist 
Church, The Villages, FL, Saturday, January 8, 2022 
at 11 a.m.

Memorial contributions may be made to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) or the 
charity of your choice.
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William Allen “Bill” 

Johnson Sr. 
WILLISTON - Funeral services for William Allen 

“Bill” Johnson Sr., 90, of Williston, will be held at 
3 o’clock p.m., Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at Mt. 
Beulah Baptist Church with the Reverends John 
Reeder, William Allen Johnson III and Dr. David 
Richardson officiating; burial will follow in the 
church cemetery. The family will receive friends 
from 1:30 p.m. until the time of the service at the 
church on Wednesday.

Memorial contributions may be sent to Hillcrest 
Baptist Church, 4384 Williston Rd., Windsor, S.C. 
29856 or Mt. Beulah Baptist Church, 856 Mt. Beulah 
Rd., Windsor, S.C. 29856. 

Mr. Bill passed away on Sunday, January 2, 2022.
Born in Windsor, he was a son of the late Thomas Allen Johnson and Leona 

Wise Johnson. He was a graduate of Windsor High School and retired from E. 
I. DuPont as an E & I Mechanic after working 33 years. Prior to working for 
DuPont, he was a SC Highway Patrolman. Mr. Bill loved building houses; he 
built his own home and one for each of his sons, Michael and Allen, as well as 
several other houses. He loved to farm, raise catfish, raise registered beagle dogs, 
and build honeybee hives. He was a long-time servant for the Lord, he served as 
deacon and music director in several churches and worked in other capacities 
before making his church-home at Hillcrest Baptist Church. Mr. Bill also enjoyed 
singing and was a member of the gospel quartet Adoration.

Survivors include his loving wife of 62 years, Linda Kitchings Johnson; a 
daughter, Susan (Edward) Selden of Aiken; two sons, William

Allen (Marie) Johnson Jr. and Michael (Gail) Johnson, all of Williston; grand-
children, Chelsea Johnson, Slayton (Lilly) Johnson, Raymond Selden, Elizabethe 
(Bruce) Drebenstedt, William (Melody) Johnson III, Amber (Ian) Stuart, Ashley 
Bedenbaugh, Bryson (Ruby) Johnson and Joseph Johnson; three great-grand-
children, Wyatt Dempsey, Brendan More and Willow Johnson; a brother, James 
Carthel “J.C.” Kaney Jr. and his wife Brenda; a sister-in-law, Betty Bell Johnson; 
brothers-in-law, Gene Kitchings and Wallace (Sheryl) Kitchings; and a number 
of nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his sisters and brothers, Grace J. Kaney, Lonell 
J. Hiers, Ona Wise J. Quattlebaum, Louise J. Key, Darrell T. Johnson, Donald 
Lee “Don” Johnson, Daniel J. Johnson; sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Miriam 
Kitchings Cooley and (Eb) Cooley.

Folk Funeral Home Inc. and Crematory is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Visit the online registry at www.folkfuneralhome.com.
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“He is the epitome of 
unconditional love while 
having the humility of 
a child notwithstanding 
his charisma,” said Dea-
nian Scully. He joked that 
Chuck is the only man he’s 
let sweet talk his wife. 

Jill Perry said Chuck’s 
calls mean her birthday 
will “never pass by with-
out an energetic and sin-
cere birthday call. May you 
feel as loved and as special 
on your 40th birthday as 
you make us all feel when 
you we get your precious 
birthday call! You’re such 
a gift to so many!”

“Chuck not only remem-
bers your important dates, 
which is very special, but 
he genuinely cares when 
he asks how you are and 
what you are up to. He is 
the most genuine and lov-
ing person,” said Hilary 
Hindman.

Tammy Briggs said 
Chuck’s calls are cher-
ished in her family. “No 
matter where he is or what 

is going on in the world, 
Chuck is going to make 
your birthday special. He 
might call you at 9 p.m 
and he may like to get into 
a conversation that you get 
tied up and forget the rest 
of the world exists because 
he likes to share the day’s 
events or hear how your 
day has been because he is 
so sweet,” she said. 

Once Chuck learns a 
date, he will always re-
member it, even if the re-
cipient forgot they were 
celebrating a birthday or 
anniversary. 

“Chuck has a pure, sin-
cere love for people. His 
ability to remember the 
most minute details is a 
rare gift. Chuck’s phone 
call saved me from forget-
ting our anniversary one 
year! Birthdays would not 
be complete without a call 
from Chuck,” said Jennifer 
King. 

While the recipients of 
Chuck’s calls aren’t always 
able to answer, he leaves a 

voicemail so people know 
they are still loved. 

“Chuck has always been 
that extra slice of birthday 
cake on our special days! I 
feel bad when I occasion-
ally miss one of his calls 
but then I’m blessed with 
the greatest gift – a Chuck 

McCormick voicemail,” 
said Steven Walling. 

Chuck has continued his 
phone calls despite battling 
colon cancer since 2015.

“Even when he was re-
ally sick, he’d try to make 
calls from the hospital,” 
said his mother. “He’s 

never lost his faith dur-
ing these last six years. 
With everything he’s gone 
through in life, he’s still 
happy. He’s an inspira-
tion.”

Hazel and Andy Sandi-
fer, who are Chuck’s cous-
ins, said the world needs 
more people with a hum-
ble heart like Chuck. “May 
God bless you, Chuck, on 
your 40th birthday,” they 
said.

“The world would cer-
tainly be a much better 
place if there were more 
people like you. Walter and 
I are wishing you the BEST 
birthday ever! We love and 
appreciate you more than 
you know!” said Cindy 
Sanders.

Rev. Bart Kelley said 
his family, including 
some who have never met 
Chuck, look forward to 
Chuck’s calls. “He’s an 
amazing young man with 
an amazing gift joined 
with a compassionate heart 
that reaches out to all. His 

message of love, filled with 
heartfelt caring, and soft-
spoken demeanor, tran-
scends all ages of each soul 
he speaks to. We look for-
ward to hearing Chuck on 
every special occasion. His 
call is the perfect ending 
for any cherished special 
occasion.”

Ann Widener has never 
received a call from Chuck, 
but sees the impact of his 
calls through Facebook 
posts from friends. “I love 
seeing the joy he gives to 
so many people he calls 
with his birthday wishes. 
This shows he has a giving 
heart!” she said.  

Chuck’s parents said the 
best gift he could receive 
this year is a call or card 
from the people he has 
touched over the years. 

Birthday cards can be 
mailed to Chuck at 319 
Main Street, Blackville, 
S.C. 29817. You can also 
wish him a happy birth-
day by calling (803) 300-
7386.

Ricky Renew (owner), Katie Kuglar (sales 
manager), Lynn McEwen (City of Barnwell 
Administrator), Angie Davis (offi ce manag-
er), and Blake Renew (sales) cut the ribbon 
on the new Warhorse Motors II car lot.
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2017 CHEVY IMPALA

2014 DODGE CHARGER

2011 LEXUS LS460

2015 CHEVY MALIBU

Chuck: Cards, calls welcomed for resident who never forgets a birthday, anniversary FROM PAGE 1A

“Don’t Quit” is not only the slogan on one of Chuck 

McCormick’s T-shirts, but also the mantra he lives by.

Contributed Photo

Hello, my readers. I 
took a brief hiatus from 
my column because of 
vacation plans, but now 
I’m back. I hope you all 
had a wonderful Christ-
mas! We have come to 
the end of another year, 
and now we face the ris-
ing tide of 2022. 

Many of us wonder 
what new challenges 
and surprises this year 
will hold for us, as the 
possibilities are endless. 
In the meantime, some 
of us have also decided 
to set new goals for this 
year in order to better 
ourselves and to broad-
en our horizons.

I have given myself 
goals this year (aside 
from getting on a diet 
for the umpteenth time). 
For one, I want to read 
more books. And this 

year, I plan to under-
take an audacious and 
very great endeavor: I 
want to read 100 books. 
Yes. 100. Why? Because 
there are a lot of stories 
I want to read, a lot of 
things I want to learn. 
And I want to tackle 
them. I have a biogra-
phy on Martin Luther 
to delve into, several 
fantasy series to start 
or finish, some Chris-
tian advice books to 

consume, more manga 
volumes to buy, stacks 
of mythology books to 
cull. I want to read them 
all, so a goal of reading 
100 books seems to be 
the way to go about it.  

I also have writing 
goals for this year. After 
many inner debates, I de-
cided on this one simple 
goal: throw myself into a 
routine and write every 
day. This is something I 
have failed to do in the 
past, sometimes going 
weeks without writing 
anything. But now I am 
determined to pick this 
habit up. Because just 
as I have many books to 
read, I also have many 
things to write. I have 
projects that need finish-
ing, projects that need 
starting, projects that 
need conception. The 

only way I can do that is 
by writing. 

So, I will work towards 
these goals. Around 5 
a.m. every morning, my 
gluteus maximus will 
be glued to my chair 
as I write my stories. A 
book that needs its pages 
turned shall always be 
near my hand. I will pore 
over Dickinson’s poems 
while I eat breakfast. I 
will breathe life into my 
characters and send my 
stories into the world.

And I’m very excited 
to enact these things.

So, if you have any 
goals for 2022, I hope 
you will take the steps 
towards completing 
them. It’s a new year, so 
get out there and har-
vest all of the possibili-
ties that are available to 
you.

My literary goals for 2022
Corder’s Book Corner

A discussion of books and all things literacy from writer, reader, and teacher, David B. Corder.

David B. Corder 

ALLENDALE – Chris 
Nesmith, dean of the 
University of South Caro-
lina Salkehatchie, will be 
stepping down as dean 
effective Dec. 31, 2021, 
citing personal and fam-
ily obligations. He led 
the Allendale and Wal-
terboro campuses for the 
past three years as inter-
im dean and dean. 

Nesmith will be re-
turning to his faculty role 
and continue his current 
supplemental duties in 
accreditation and plan-
ning in January 2022. 

“It has been a privilege 
to serve as USC Salke-

hatchie dean for the past 
three years. While I had 
not yet accomplished all 
that I hoped, I am proud 
of the progress we made 
together as a campus,” 
Nesmith said. “From re-
focusing on our local K-12 
school partnerships and 
the student experience 
on our campuses, to cre-
ating new positions and 
improving our processes, 
we have done much that 
will pay big dividends for 
our campuses in the near 
future.” 

Nesmith’s contribu-
tions to USC Salkehatchie 
have not gone unnoticed.  

“We are very apprecia-
tive to Dean Nesmith for 

his service to the Salke-
hatchie campuses and 
surrounding five-county 
region. His leadership, 
particularly during the 
global pandemic, has 
been an asset to the two 
campuses that are re-
sponsible for bringing 
an affordable, accessible 
and flexible higher edu-
cation to South Carolin-
ians in the Lowcountry,” 
USC Palmetto College 
Chancellor Susan Elkins 
said. 

Prior to his appoint-
ment as Salkehatchie 
dean, Nesmith previ-
ously served as associate 
provost of Palmetto Col-
lege and dean of Extend-

ed University, now Pal-
metto College Columbia. 
He joined Palmetto Col-
lege’s predecessor in 2008 
and has taught at UofSC 
since 2003. He holds the 
academic rank of associ-
ate professor of English 
in Palmetto College Co-
lumbia.

John Catalano, associ-
ate provost of USC Pal-
metto College, will serve 
as interim dean until a 
permanent dean has been 
hired. Over the years, 
Catalano has contributed 
much to Palmetto College 
and its predecessor, in-
cluding a 33-year career 
at USC Lancaster where 
he also served as campus 

dean. He has likewise 
served as an acting cam-
pus dean for both USC 
Union and UofSC Ex-
tended University, now 
Palmetto College Colum-
bia. 

“Much of the work 
begun under Dean Ne-
smith’s tenure will con-
tinue under Interim 
Dean Catalano’s tenure, 
including the continued 
restructuring of the ad-
ministrative organiza-
tion and academic di-
visions, and launching 
several revitalization 
projects on both the Al-
lendale and Walterboro 
campuses,” Chancellor 
Elkins said.

Nesmith stepping down as dean of USC Salkehatchie

Chris Nesmith

Stephanie Gruber
USC Salkehatchie

Te'Dajia Davenport (right), a senior at SC State 

University and a 2018 Aiken High graduate, is the 

2021 winner of AT&T 'Future Makers'. On December 

11, the 25 recipients were honored at a special event 

in Greensboro, N.C. Te'Dajia is the granddaughter of 

Mrs. Vivian Albany Hoover (left), a 1972 graduate of 

Allendale-Fairfax High. 

Davenport named 
‘Future Maker’
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Blackville-Hilda grad representing alma 
mater at Elizabeth City State University

Encouraging, hardworking, 
and driven: These were just 
a few of the adjectives used 
to describe Blackville-Hilda 
High School’s 2021 graduate, 
Rishona Washington. 

Once a Hawk and now a 
Viking, Washington was ac-
cepted to play basketball at 
Elizabeth City State Univer-
sity (ECSU). She currently 
plays as a forward and has 
great hopes to further her 
basketball career even after 
graduating college.

There’s no doubt Washing-
ton was meant for the game. 
Standing tall at 6’7”, she was 
built for this sport. Washing-
ton recalled always having a 
basketball in her hand during 
high school. She gave credit 
to her cousin and mentor, 
Darene Thomas, for helping 
her develop stronger skills on 
the court. Thomas, founder 
of Fundamental Basketball 
Academy (FBA), hosted bas-
ketball camps that Washing-
ton would attend. This camp 
taught her the fundamentals 
of basketball, how to have 
great sportsmanship, and how 
to be a team player on and off 
the court.

Although Washington spent 
a lot of time enhancing her 
basketball skills, her mother, 
Marie Washington, made it a 
point to remind Rishona that, 
“Academics come first; then 
athletics.” Rishona continues 
to take her mother’s advice 
seriously and recommends 
the same balance in the lives 
of  ot her st udent-at h letes: 
“Turn everything in on time 
and keep in touch with your 
professors.  Also,  let  your 
coach know when anything 
goes wrong. They are there 
for you.” 

Her high school principal, 

Christina Snider, and bas-
ketball coach, Willie Carter, 
confirmed that Washington 
truly did maintain a balanced 
lifestyle to ensure her success 
in both school and basketball. 

“Rishona was always will-
ing to help other students. 

She helped fellow athletes 
get their grades up and was 
very encouraging to other stu-
dents,” said Principal Snider.

Coac h Ca r ter  sa id  t hat 
Washington was, “Always a 
hard worker, on and off the 
court.” He added that her in-

volvement with the Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) pro-
vided Washington with a lot 
of exposure to some of the top 
basketball coaches. “One of 
my honest beliefs is exposure. 
Exposure is the biggest key. 
If you’re not willing to put in 

the time and work, you’re just 
hoping for something rather 
than working for something,” 
shared Coach Carter. As he 
often shared with Washing-
ton, student-athletes need to 

Rishona Washington (center) signed her commitment letter August 11, 2021 to attend Elizabeth State University to play basketball 

in the fall. Front row: mother Marie Washington, Rishona, father Rogers Washington; second row: athletic director Paris Mason, 

Blackville-Hilda basketball coach Willie Carter, Blackville-Hilda High Principal Christina Snider, and D19 Superintendent David Corder.

Ciera Sanders

Contributing Writer

Williston-Elko senior to continue academic 
and athletic career at Bluefield University

Hey batta batta, swing! 
Chara Wootten, a Williston-

Elko High School (WEHS) 
student, has made quite the 
homerun her senior year. Not 
only was she awarded the 
2021 WEHS Heisman School 
Winner and WEHS Home-
coming Queen, but she also 
has been accepted to play soft-
ball at Bluefield University, a 
private Baptist university in 
Bluefield, Virginia.

The game runs through her 
veins. Since seventh grade, 
Wootten has fol lowed her 
family’s footsteps in the world 
of sports. Both of her parents, 
Jamie (father) and Amanda 
(mother) Woot ten,  played 
baseball and softball, and her 
siblings have also been very 
active in these sports. Chara 
has played for WEHS since her 
freshman year and her main 
position is shortstop. She an-
ticipates that she will be play-
ing both shortstop and pitcher 
at Bluefield University.

Wootten’s road to college 
softball was not easy. Getting 
to this point required her to 
spend a lot of hours training, 
attending reputable softball 
camps, and reaching out to 
college-level coaches. 

“Def initely put yourself 
out there and start talking to 
coaches as soon as you can, 
because building those rela-
tionships might not lead you 
to the school you think you’re 
going to go to, but it might 

necessar i ly be t he school 
that you need to go to,” said 
Wootten of her advice to other 
student-athletes who want to 
play college-level sports.

 She recalled attending the 
Diamond Direction Softball 
Camp at Tyger River Park in 
Spartanburg. “They had, I 
think, 60 coaches there that 
you could freely talk to, get to 
know, so that was a great ex-
perience to really put myself 

out there.”
Her fat her  a nd sof tba l l 

coach, Jamie Wootten, also 
gave advice for parents who 
want to encourage their chil-
dren to pursue a sports career. 
“It comes down to that the 
child has got to want to do it. 
They’ve got to be dedicated 
to all the long hours in the 
weight room, the off-season 
work.” 

Coach Wootten hopes that 

Chara will take two impor-
tant things with her on her 
softball journey, “One, you 
take your faith in Christ with 
you and that always shines. 
Then the other thing is never 
forget where you come from. 
The people here in this school 
and this town help make you 
who you are, and never forget 
that.” 

WEHS administrators and 
coaches were present at Woot-

ten’s signing to Bluefield Uni-
versity and spoke very highly 
of her character, on and off 
the field. 

“She’s not only a superb 
athlete; she’s a great student. 
She should finish very high 
up in her class and has great 
scores. She sets a good exam-
ple around the building,” said 
WEHS Principal John Bradley. 

Chara Wootten (center) was honored on Nov. 12, 2021 during a ceremony where she signed to play with Bluefield University. She was 

joined by her parents, Jamie and Amanda Wootten, and her siblings, Hannah, Jarrett, Kaylee, and Noah (via FaceTime). 

Ciera Sanders

Contributing Writer

See RISHONA, 2B

See CHARA, 2B
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Warhorse student-athlete Russell Branch 
named Top 5 Basketball player in state

Barnwell School Dis-
trict 45 is proud to an-
nounce that varsity War-
horse basketball player 
Ru s s e l l  Bra nc h  wa s 
named one of the top 
five players of the 2021-
2022 basketball season 
by the South Carolina 
Basketball Coaches As-
sociation.

A senior at Barnwell 
H ig h  S c h o ol  ( BH S) , 
Branch has been an inte-
gral part of the Warhorse 
basketball program for 
several years. Branch has 
joined a shortlist of play-
ers in Barnwell’s history 
who have reached 1,000 
career points, All-State 
Honor s ,  A l l -Reg ion , 
Amateur Athletic Union 
National Champion Run-
ner-Up, and now being 
named a Top Five Senior 
in the state. 

“Russell has been an 
absolute  pleasure to 
coach. As a coach, you 
dream of coaching a kid 
who is a winner both on 
and off the basketball 
court,” said Warhorse 
Basketball Head Coach 
Marcus Rivera. “Branch 
comes from a family who 
has instilled the charac-
teristics it takes to make it 
in today’s world, and I’m 

just happy to be a part of 
this phase in his life.”

Branch’s mother, Dr. 
Tywana Chenault Hem-
by, has expressed how 
pleased she is that her 
son is being rewarded 
for his hard work and 
dedication to the sport 
of basketball by being 

named a Top Five Se-
nior. According to Dr. 
Hemby, “Our family is 
privileged to be a part 
of  such a supportive 
community at BHS. They 
have provided him with 
opportunities to excel 
on and off  the court. 
Because of this, he truly 

is #WarhorseStrong, and 
we pray that God contin-
ues to order his steps.”

With the basketball 
season in full swing, the 
team is looking forward 
to a great season. 

“The district respects 
a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e s 
the hard work of our 

s tudent-athletes  and 
coaches throughout our 
athletic programs. It is 
so uplifting to see stu-
dents like Russell receive 
the recognition they de-
serve, and to see his hard 
work and commitment 

pay off in such exciting 
ways! Barnwell School 
District 45 is so proud of 
Russell’s dedication, and 
we are honored that he 
represents our district,” 
sa id  Super in tendent 
Crissie Stapleton.

Contributed
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go after what they want 
because nobody is going 
to just give it to them.

She is determined to 
one day start her own 
sport agency for high 
school recruiters to help 
student-athletes pursue 
their athlet ic dreams. 
She encourages student-
athletes to keep their 
goals by writing them 
down and using a mes-
sage board to encourage 
themselves daily. “Write 
your goals down and 
encourage yourself to 
reach those goals and 
definitely have a men-
tor.” The words of a true 
winner.

W i t h  a  h e a r t  a n d 
mindset like Washing-
ton’s, there are no limits. 

Rishona: Former BHHS 
athlete soaring on college 
basketball court FROM PAGE 1B

Chara: WEHS student follows in family’s footsteps FROM PAGE 1B

Guidance Counselor 
Al ison Brady added, 
“She’s a natural leader. 
Any posit ion you put 
her in, whether it’s ath-
letics, academics, clubs, 
she takes that initiative 
to take the leadership 
role without even being 
asked.” 

Williston District 29 
Superintendent Dr. Mar-
cella Shaw agreed with 
Bradley and Brady and 
said, “Her nature is to 
bring people together.”

Woot ten has  made 
quite the legacy at WEHS 

and plans to continue 
that legacy for her fam-
ily and hometown as she 
heads north to Bluefield 
University. She cred-
its two very important 

parts of her life that got 
her to where she is now: 
“Definitely God first, of 
course. He gave me the 
opportunity to just be 
able to play the game 

and overcome so many 
obstacles that I  went 
through and, secondly, 
my dad for pushing me 
and making me wake up 
at 5 a.m. for workouts.”

Subscribe to the 
newspaper to stay 

informed about our 
community. 

Give our office a call at 
(803) 259-3501.

Barnwell High basketball coach Marcus Rivera (left) with Russell Branch (right). Russell Branch was named one of the top five players 

of the 2021-22 season by the S.C. Basketball Coaches 

Association.

Contributed Photos

“One, you take your faith in Christ with you and that always 

shines. Then the other thing is never forget where you come 

from. The people here in this school and this town help make 

you who you are, and never forget that.”

- Jamie Wootten (Chara’s father and coach)

on the two things he hopes Chara takes with her 

on her softball journey

Chara Wootten (center, seated) is joined by her coaches (including father Jamie Wootten) and teammates 

on Nov. 12, 2021 during a college signing ceremony at Williston-Elko High School. She will play softball at 

Bluefield University. Photos by: Ciera Sanders / Contributing Writer

Please be kind to our environment and recycle this newspaper!
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Education

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that start with the same

sound as the letter
J in jet.

Point to the number 8
in the newspaper.

Have your child say
the number and, if it’s

large enough, have
your child trace

the number.

With your child, find every
uppercase letter J on one
page of the newspaper.

Draw a small circle around
each. Then try to find a

lowercase letter j for each
uppercase letter J. Draw a

line to connect each
uppercase letter J to each

lowercase letter j.

Draw a line across the
middle of a picture in the
newspaper. Ask your child

questions about which
things in the picture are
under the line or above
the line. For example, if
the picture has a person
in it, ask, “Are the feet

above or under the line?”

Fold up one sheet of
newspaper and tell your

child it is a jet. Have
your child practice
“landing” the jet in

different places, such as
on a chair, beside a

cabinet, under a table,
on a bed, etc.

With your child, pretend
you are going to take a

trip on a jet. Look
through the newspaper for
a place to go and find 8
things to pack in your
suitcase. Fold a blank

sheet of paper and call it
your suitcase. “Pack” the
objects in the suitcase.

Find and cut out pictures
from the newspaper of

objects you would find in
a house. On a blank sheet
of paper, draw a box to
represent each of the

rooms in a house: kitchen,
dining room, etc. Have

your child put each object
in the correct “room.”

Jet TripCome in for a
Landing

Make RoomAbove or Under?Big J, little jMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. Write your child’s words in the
lines. Read the entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of
the letters in the sentence.

Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.

Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

Learning Buddies: Spell your child’s first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

J is for Jet

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase letter
J. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many              ?

How many              ? Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

j is for jet

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter J makes in
the word jet?

Jerry Hall he is so small,
A rat could eat him,
Hat and all.

Look at each object in the circles below. Look at each picture
in the boxes. Decide where each object belongs. Write its

number in the correct circle.

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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WEHS employability students create 
holiday decorations, learn new skills

During the month of 
December 2021, the stu-
dents who are in Willis-
ton-Elko High School’s 
employabi l ity c lasses 
c r e a t e d  o r n a m e n t s , 
shirts, and other holiday 
decorations. 

This year, the students 
were taken to Hobby 
Lobby by their teach-
ers, Mrs. Mary Wright, 
Mrs. Linda Leaf,  and 
Mrs. Rena Creech, to 
obtain material and to 

learn how to effectively 
measure yards of fab-
r ic  to  c reate  hol iday 
decorations that are sold 
and given to the com-
munity and the teach-
ers. The employability 
students also learned 
about construction and 
mathematics by creating 
gingerbread houses to 
specific proportions. 

O vera l l ,  t hese  s t u-
dents are learning to 
u s e  t h e i r  n u m e r o u s 
skills to create objects 
as well as learning how 
retai l  works over the 
holidays. 

WEHS employability students went to Hobby Lobby to 

purchase material for holiday decor they made.
Making gingerbread houses taught the students about 

construction and mathematics.

New game brings high-tech learning and 
fun to Kelly Edwards Elementary School

St ude nt s  at  Ke l ly-
Edwards Elementar y 
School in Williston have 
benefited from a new 
high-tech fitness system 
that has recently been 
installed at their gym. 

The Lu System allows 
students to calibrate their 
workouts to make fitness 
gains while avoiding in-
jury. The interactive sys-
tem provides immediate 
feedback and offers al-
most fifty games that not 
only teach sports skills, 
but also allow the teacher 
to incorporate reading, 

science and math skills 
into their fitness routine.

Physica l  educat ion 
teacher Dalton Mundy, a 
KEES graduate and assis-
tant football and baseball 
coach at Williston-Elko 
High School, believes 
that all young people 
deserve the best instruc-
tion and gear available, 
so he was grateful when 
the district offered to 
purchase the Lu system. 

It is a hit with the stu-
dents as well, including 
fourth grader Kearstin 
Staley who said, “It’s fun, 
entertaining, and has lots 
of options. I give it a ten 
out of ten!”

Coach Dalton Mundy has brought high-tech fun to 

physical education classes at Kelly Edwards. 

Kelly Edwards Elementary School students R.J. Odom 

and Mehgan Hallingquest enjoy the Lu System.

Contributed Photos

Contributed

Williston District 29

Contributed

Williston District 29
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Can you do each of these for one minute? 
Find someone to time you and see!

Standards Link: 

Measurements: Know 
relationships of time. 

Reading: Follow 
simple directions.

In one minute, 
how many:

• words can 
you circle that 
start with the 
letter M?

• paragraphs 
can you read?

• numbers can 
you circle?

What time do you do each of these things? 
Draw a line from each box to the time line to make a “Day in My Life” timeline.

        Some clocks are 12-hour clocks. Other clocks are 24-hour clocks. 
        On a 24-hour clock, you start counting the hours from midnight. 
From midnight to noon, the hours are numbered 1 to 12. After noon, they are numbered 13 to 24.

If you don’t use a 24-hour clock, how do you know if it is morning or afternoon? You can use the letters 
a.m. after the time to show it is morning and the letters p.m. after the time to show that it’s after noon.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 5

Free to Learn
Freedom of the press is 
one of America’s most 

vital freedoms. Tell why 
you think it is important 

to have a free press.

The noun editor is a person 
whose job it is to read, select 

and correct materials for 
publication in a newspaper.

EDITOR

Try to use the word editor in a 
sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

The editor looked through 
the press releases to find an 
idea for a newspaper article.

This week’s word:

Watch the Clock

Standards Link: Measurement: Solve problems using time to 
the nearest minute.

Select a movie advertised in the newspaper. 
Determine the approximate running time of 
the movie by subtracting the starting time of 
the first performance from the starting time of 
the second performance.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

MINUTE

CIRCLES

CLOCKS

MIDNIGHT

MOVIE

HOUR
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Tony has a long 
walk home from 
school. The 
school clock tells 
what time Tony 
left for home.

Follow the maze 
to Tony’s house. 
The clock at his 
house tells what 
time Tony got 
home. How long 
did it take for 
Tony to get home?

Standards Link: Math: Measurement: Determine the duration of intervals of time in minutes.

... a connection between 
people in a community.

Think about something that has 
happened at your school or in your 
community or neighborhood this 
past week. Did you go on a field 
trip? Did anyone win an award or 
do something special? Write a press 
release about it! 

Use the form below to organize 
your information.

Who: 

What:

When:

Where:

Why:

How:

Write a press release using the facts 
you wrote on the above form.

Send your press release to the editor 
of this newspaper. Be sure to include 
your name and contact information!

Standards Link: Math: Measurement: Students 
know relationships of time (minutes in an hour).

What time do the 
clocks and watches 
on the left show?

Can you find the 
clocks that show 
the same time on 

the right?

Standards Link: Math: 
Measurement: Tell time to 
the nearest quarter hour, 

half hour and hour.

3
+

3
=

_
_

4
+

8
=

_
_

6
+

9
=

_
_

5
+

5
=

_
_

5
+

2
=

__

3
+

4
=

__

7+4=__

7+5 =__

2+3=__

4+2=__

8+8=__

8+1=__

9+8=__

6+3=__

3+8=__

3+9=__

0+6=__

2+7=__

3
+

2
=

__

5
+

3
=

__

4
+

4
=

_
_

5
+

7
=

_
_

1
+

6
=

_
_

8
+

3
=

_
_
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In addition to taking care 
of your residential and 
commercial glass needs 
we offer:
• Golf Cart Sales / Service

• Surveillance Cameras

• Pellet Grills & Pellets

• Disc Golf Equipment
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