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“My hat’s off 
to the board 
to have the 
foresight to 
take on this 
fight for ev-
ery student 
in Wyoming. 
We still have 
a dog in the 
fight. We still 
have to go 
through reca-
libration and 
make these 
rulings hap-
pen.”
– Uinta County 
School District #1 
Superintendent 
Ryan Thomas on 
a recent ruling 
that requires the 
state to properly 
fund education 
according to 
the Wyoming 
Constitution
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Local lawmakers 
update constituents 
on legislative session

Annual Celtic Festival 
draws huge crowds

Resident announces litigation against city

Sen. Wendy Schuler, R-Evanston, answers a question from 
the audience during the legislative breakfast held on 
March 27 in the Portland Rose Room in the Roundhouse. 
The event was sponsored by the Evanston Chamber of 
Commerce. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

By Kayne Pyatt
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON — The Evanston Chamber of Com-
merce held its annual legislative breakfast on Thurs-
day, March 27, at 7:30 a.m. in the Portland Rose 
Room in the Roundhouse. Sixty-four people came 
to enjoy a continental breakfast and to ask questions 
of Reps. Joe Webb (HD-19), Robert Wharff (HD-49) 
and Scott Heiner (HD-18) and Sens. Wendy Schuler 
(SD-15) and Laura Pearson (SD-14). 

Uinta County Commissioner Brent Hatch acted 
as moderator and timekeeper.

After each legislator gave a brief introductory 
statement, Hatch asked the audience if they had 
questions.

A woman in the audience said she was new to 
the area, and she wondered if the state was doing a 
similar effort as Elon Musk is doing at the federal 
level to curb spending. 

Heiner said Wyoming does not have a revenue 
problem, and the state does not have a DOGE, but 
it is something they should look at doing. He said 
citizens should be looking closely at how they are 
spending personally.

The next question had to do with the 25% reduc-
tion in property taxes and the impact it might have 
on city and county services.

“People don’t understand,” Wharff said. “They 
believe that 70% of that money goes to education; 
regardless, we are required to fully fund education. 

LAWMAKERS, A6

Attendees at the Celtic Festival learn how to dance the Scottish way during the Celtic Festival, held March 21-22, at 
the Evanston Roundhouse and Machine Shop. Organizers said that, in all, the weekend event brought 2,350 people 
to the railyards. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

By Kayne Pyatt
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON — The 
17th annual Celtic Fes-
tival drew huge crowds 
for a total attendance of 
2,350 for the weekend 
of March 21-22. Accord-
ing to festival managers, 
approximately 130 vol-
unteers worked on the 
planning and execution 
of the festival and put in 
more than 650 volunteer 
hours to make the Celtic 
Festival a success.

Headline entertain-
ment, live music, histor-
ical lectures and demon-
stration, hands-on work-
shops, vendors with folk 
arts and crafts, children’s 
games and activities, 
multiple vendors with 
traditional Celtic food 
and a pub awaited those 
who attended the festival.

During a music break, 
Diane Sellers, president 
of The Arts Inc. board 
of directors took the 
opportunity to honor 
retiring Celtic Festival 
event managers Shasta 
Smith-Hopkin and Eric 
Pasenelli, who stood at 
the front of the stage 
as Sellers made the an-
nouncement.

“Life-time friends, 
Eric Pasenelli and Shas-
ta Smith-Hopkin started 
volunteering with the 
organization while still 
in high school and, for 
nearly 20 years, they 
have both been a driving 
force behind The Arts 
Inc., dedicating their 
time, energy and passion 
to nurturing the arts in 
our community,” Sellers 
said. “In recognition of 

their incredible contri-
butions, we are proud to 
name the Smith-Pasenel-
li Scholarship in their 
honor. This scholarship 
will provide financial 
assistance for qualified, 
outstanding high school 
students who wish to 
attend The Arts Inc. Mu-
sic, Arts and Theatre 
(MAT) Camp ensuring 
more young artists have 
the opportunity to learn, 

grow and create. Our 
hope is that this will 
inspire local youth to 
follow in Shasta’s and 
Eric’s footsteps by pro-
moting the arts broadly 
and enriching the lives 
of others.”

Smith-Hopkin and 
Pasenelli received loud 
applause from the au-
dience. 

Regional band Avourneen entertains the crowd in the Machine Shop during the Celtic 
Festival. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

FESTIVAL, A5

By Kayne Pyatt
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON — During public 
participation at the Evanston City 
Council meeting on Tuesday, 
March 18, resident Matthew 
Caston announced he will be 
pursuing litigation against the city 
for what he deems is a wrongful 
decision on the part of Evanston 
City Attorney Mark Harris.

Previously, at the city council 
meeting on March 4, Caston had 
addressed the council concern-
ing a summons he had received 
from Harris. The summons was 
regarding a temporary use permit 
to occupy the ground floor of a 
building on Front Street. The per-
mit time had run out and Caston 

did not file for an extension within 
the allowed time period.

Caston said he had tried to 
explain to Harris that he had been 
out of town on business and did 
not return in time. He said he had 
tried to talk to Harris and found 
him “demeaning and rude.”

“I am speaking tonight to keep 
the council advised concerning 
my being prosecuted by Mr. 
Harris. Mr. Harris has had plenty 
of opportunities to review the 
unimpeachable evidence I pro-
vided and withdraw the summons 
and end the case,” Caston said. 
“I appeared at the arraignment 
today and pled not guilty. I intend 
to pursue litigation against the 
city and it is sad Harris insists on 
pursuing this matter in spite of the 

city’s limited resources.”
Caston said he believes Harris 

is operating outside normal due 
process. He said he has yet to 
receive or hear any affirmative 
evidence that he is guilty, and 
believes he should never have 
been accused.

“I would ask the council to re-
spectively review with Mr. Harris 
why he chose not to withdraw this 
case in the face of unimpeachable 
evidence,” Caston said.

On a second matter, Caston 
reminded the council that, at the 
meeting on March 4, a resident 
had asked for information on the 
$5 million investment into Section 
4 of the Roundhouse, the lease 

Local resident Matthew Caston tells the council he is 
pursuing litigation against the city for what he deems as city 
attorney Mark Harris acting outside normal due process 
against him. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt) LITIGATION, A5
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News Evanston, Uinta County, southwest Wyoming and Rich County, Utah, news. Send your news tips and information to
editor@uintacountyherald.com, send us a tweet at @UintaCoHerald or message us at www.facebook.com/UintaCountyHerald.

Weather forecast

Friday: High of 46; low of 27. 
Sunrise: 7:01 a.m.; Sunset: 7:52 p.m.
Some sun in the morning with increasing 
clouds later. Partly cloudy overnight.

Thursday: High of 41; low of 23.
Sunrise: 7:03 a.m.; Sunset: 7:51 p.m.
Partly to mostly cloudy with 10-20 mph 
winds. Mostly cloudy overnight.

Saturday: High of 47; low of 26.
Sunrise: 6:59 a.m.; Sunset: 7:53 p.m.
Intervals of clouds and sunshine with 15-25 
mph winds. Partly cloudy at night.

Sunday: High of 53; low of 28.
Sunrise: 6:58 a.m.; Sunset: 7:54 p.m.
Partly cloudy with 10-20 mph winds. Partly 
cloud overnight. Evanston Chamber of Commerce Red Carpet Ambassadors celebrate a ribbon cutting with Tara Rees (center) at Fairway Independent 

Mortgage, located at 22 Reay Street. Joining Rees are Juan Hernandez, chamber executive assistant AJ Lamb, Jamis Short, Bethany Shidler, 
Chamber executive director Tammy Staley, Lexi Lamb, Tyfani Sager and David Benton. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

Chamber welcomes Fairway Independent Mortgage

U.S. Senate passes 
resolution honoring 
Simpson’s legacy

CHEYENNE (WNE) — The U.S. Senate on Thursday 
passed a resolution introduced by U.S. Sens. John Barrasso 
and Cynthia Lummis, both R-Wyo., to honor the life and 
legacy of Al Simpson, former U.S. senator for the state of 
Wyoming.

In 1965, Simpson began a distinguished career of elected 
public service representing the people of Wyoming by serving 
in the Wyoming House of Representatives (1965–78) and 
the U.S. Senate (1979–97). In the U.S. Senate, he held the 
important leadership roles of Senate majority whip, Senate 
minority whip and chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs.

Simpson passed away on March 14. Barrasso and Lummis 
paid tribute to Simpson on the Senate floor on the day of his 
passing.

The U.S. Senate passed the resolution unanimously 
Thursday and stands adjourned as a mark of respect to the 
memory of Simpson.

“Senator Simpson was known by many for his courage, 
quick wit, and legendary storytelling. During his time in 
the U.S. Senate, Senator Simpson was focused on securing 
United States borders and addressing illegal immigration, 
championing the brave veterans who answered the call and 
made sacrifices for their country, entitlement reform, and 
addressing the soaring national debt,” the resolution states. 
“Senator Simpson served with integrity, humor, and leader-
ship, and he never wavered in his commitment to his family, 
the United States, or the State of Wyoming.”

Spring semester enrollment 
increases at university

LARAMIE (WNE) — Enhanced efforts to recruit and 
retain students have led to a 1.4% increase in the University of 
Wyoming’s spring semester enrollment compared to last year.

The 10,388 students enrolled on the 15th day of classes 
are up from 10,246 at the same time last year, reflecting 
increases in first-time (61.8%) and transfer (1.4%) students 
enrolling at the midpoint of the academic year, according to 
a news release. 

Those new enrollments, combined with a fall-to-spring 
first-time retention rate exceeding 93%, have produced UW’s 
first year-over-year overall enrollment increase since before 
the COVID pandemic.

“We are pleased that we have largely maintained the solid 
number of students enrolled in the fall semester, while adding 
some new faces who arrived for the spring semester,” said 
Kyle Moore, UW’s vice provost for enrollment management, 
in the release. “More and more students are discovering the 
incredible value of a UW education, including many hands-on 
learning opportunities and experiences that lead to well-pay-
ing jobs and satisfying careers.” 

The increase in new enrollments this spring is reflected 
in all three categories of first-time undergraduate students, 
transfer students and graduate students (2.9% rise). While 
Wyoming residents (up 3.4%) are responsible for the bulk of 
the overall enrollment increase, the biggest share of under-
graduates enrolling for the first time this spring came from 
out of state.

In recent years, as UW’s in-state student enrollment has 
started to rebound from the pandemic, nonresident student 
numbers have declined. The university has taken a number 
of steps to reverse that trend, including enhanced marketing 
and recruitment efforts in states including Colorado, Texas, 
California, Illinois, Arizona and Washington.

Deer herds showing improvement
AFTON (WNE) — Deer have come through two consec-

utive winters with very few deaths, Gary Fralick, Wyoming 
Game and Fish Biologist, said last week during the Wyoming 
Game and Fish open house in Thayne Mar. 19.

He continued, “We’re looking at the deer coming off the 
big winter ranges in La Barge, Cokeville and Evanston and 

they are in really good shape.”
Noting the improved health, he added, “I’m looking at 

good antler production this year.”
Acknowledging the discussion with hunters during the Star 

Valley stopover, Fralick explained, “We’re proposing a little 
longer deer season by about five days. Rather than close on 
the 25th, we’re proposing closing on Sept. 30 for the areas 
in northwest and western Wyoming.”

He called the deer herd “really resilient.”
“The does are coming off the winter range in great shape 

and they are bringing their fawns with them,” said Fralick.  
“We have seen that doe-fawn ratio increase from in the low 
30s last year to 83 this year.”

Fralick said he saw signs of improvement this year when 
seeing deer doing well at 9,000 feet during this December 
flyovers.

No changes are expected with the elk seasons.

First grizzly bear of 
2025 spotted in 
Yellowstone, Grand 
Teton National Park

JACKSON (WNE) — Bears are emerging from hiberna-
tion in western Wyoming, leaving their pawprints in the melting 
snow in both Yellowstone and Grand Teton National parks.

A Grand Teton National Park employee observed a grizzly 
bear near Flagg Ranch on March 19, marking the first con-
firmed sighting of the season in the park. Meanwhile, staff in 
Yellowstone spotted the northern park’s first pair of grizzly 
tracks 10 days earlier, on March 9.

Teton Park has since received three more reports of bear 
sightings, including its first reported black bear sighting in the 
past few days, Grand Teton Bear Biologist Justin Schwabedis-
sen told the Jackson Hole Daily. After the first sighting, two of 
the park’s subsequent reports came from members of the public.

“It’s definitely an exciting time,” Schwabedissen said.
The first bear to have emerged in 2025 is thought to be a 

male, based on its size and patterns of bear behavior.
“Looking at long-term trends across the Greater Yellowstone 

Ecosystem, male grizzly bears tend to emerge in March,” 
Schwabedissen said. “Female grizzly bears tend to emerge a 
little bit later.”

Females without offspring emerge in early April and those 
with cubs later.

“Females that have attendant young are just a little bit re-
stricted by those offspring,” Schwabedissen said. “Cubs have 
to be big enough to keep up with the mother.”

After emerging, bears will head for lower elevations, along 
riparian corridors, looking for ungulate carcasses to feed on.

“It’s pretty challenging with all the snow we have around,” 
Schwabedissen said. “Bears are relying on knowledge of where 
food sources have been in the past.”

Now that bears have begun to show face in the area, residents 
should secure attractants such as trash, compost, bird feeders 
and chicken coops and brush up on bear safety.

Remains of the missing 
Worland woman found

WORLAND (WNE) — The remains of 28-year-old 
Worland woman Breanna Mitchell have been recovered in 
Washakie County, according to a statement from the Washakie 
County Sheriff’s Office released on March 24. It’s been nearly 
two years since she was reported missing. 

Skeletal human remains were discovered by a Wyoming 
Game and Fish warden who was tracking a deer collar on Sun-
day in the Nowater Badlands southeast of Worland, the same 
area where Mitchell’s vehicle was discovered in July 2023. 

On Monday, Washakie County Coroner Jeff Lapp confirmed 
the identity of the remains as Mitchell, after comparing her 
teeth to dental records provided by Mitchell’s dental office.

Mitchell was originally reported missing on July 22, 2023, 
at 8:59 p.m. by her boyfriend Christian Romero. He stated he 
had a phone call with her at 5 a.m. that morning where she 
described getting her vehicle stuck in the Nowater Badlands. 

Romero searched the badlands but stopped looking after 
not finding Mitchell and alerted law enforcement that she was 
missing when she failed to return that night. 

A formal search and rescue investigation began on July 
22, 2023. 

Mitchell’s unoccupied vehicle was found at 10:28 a.m. on 
July 23. It was stuck about two miles off the main Nowater road. 
The area surrounding the vehicle was searched extensively for 
20 days by search and rescue teams from seven counties, many 
civilians, and numerous agencies.

At the close of a final large-scale search on Aug. 11, 2023, 
no additional leads to Mitchell’s whereabouts had been found. 

Her remains were found by the game warden 1.05 miles 
north of her vehicle, according to a statement provided by 
Brookwell. 

“The area where Ms. Mitchell was located is consistent with 
the rugged badlands terrain of the region, characterized by steep 
hills, deep ravines and dense sagebrush. These challenging 
conditions likely contributed to the difficulty in detecting her 
remains during the initial searches, despite the extensive efforts 
of search teams and volunteers,” he said. 

Brookwell noted that a cause of death has yet to be deter-
mined. 

The investigation into her death is ongoing.

Wife killer gets 
nearly 30 years

RIVERTON (WNE) — He shot his wife in the head in 
front of their 10-year-old child last year, and now, Conrad 
Tillman will spend 348 months in prison after his sentencing 
hearing last week in federal court. 

Tillman, 38, pleaded guilty to second-degree murder in 
a plea deal.

He fatally shot his wife, Utahnnaa BearComesOut, on 
April 14, 2024, as the two were driving on Highway 287 
south of Fort Washakie. 

U.S. District Court Judge Kelly H. Rankin sentenced Till-
man in Casper Friday for the second-degree murder charge 
and took into consideration that Tillman had been serving a 
related tribal sentence for nearly a year. 

Upon his release, he’ll face five years supervised release. 
According to federal court documents, Tillman told inves-

tigators he and the victim had been arguing when he pulled 
the gun and pointed it at her head. The gun went off, killing 
BearComesOut. 

Tillman flagged down another driver, asking them to “call 
911, as he had just shot his wife,” the affidavit states. 

Police were called to the scene at 9:21 p.m. BearComesOut 
was pronounced dead shortly after emergency workers arrived 
and could not find a pulse, at 9:43 p.m. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Special Agent Terence 
Hill searched Tillman and his truck. Inside the truck was a 
9mm SCCY-brand pistol with a round in the chamber wedged 
beside the driver’s seat, a spent bullet casing on the dashboard, 
and what appeared to be a bullet exit hole in the windshield 
on the passenger side. 

Tillman originally faced life in prison.

A grizzly bear pokes around near Roaring Mountain in Yellowstone 
National Park. Male grizzlies are emerging in Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National parks. Photo courtesy of the National Park 
Service/A. Falgoust.
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Building know-how can strengthen Wyoming communities

By Josh Dorrell
Via WyoFile.com

You can order a dentist’s toolkit online 
and find step-by-step guides to tooth repair. 
But who would feel comfortable filling a 
cavity, or having a friend perform dental 
work, after purchasing a drill and download-
ing operating instructions?

None of us would.
That’s because good dentists’ most valu-

able asset isn’t the tools or instructions, but 
their know-how. Their expertise comes from 
the practice and experience of performing 
procedures and the implicit knowledge 
acquired only through repetition, including 
learning from mistakes and adapting along 
the way.

We often rely on programs, laws and 
budgets, treating them as make-or-break 
solutions to our challenges. Are these im-
portant? Certainly, but like the dentist’s 
drill and cavity-filling guide, they matter 
less than developing the understanding and 
experience to solve our problems.

At the Wyoming Business Council, we 

maintain numerous policies, services and 
investments to support resilient commu-
nities. These function as tools and codes. 
However, the communities that truly thrive 
are those willing to build teams and work 
through problems, developing the know-
how that creates self-reliance and 
resilience, regardless of external 
conditions or available resources.

By working through the eco-
nomic growth flywheel to build 
know-how, we can empower 
strong communities that control 
their own destinies and develop 
lasting economic resilience. This 
principle became clearer to me 
after listening to Laramie County 
Community College President Joe Schaffer 
describe the importance of entrepreneurship 
to our state. 

The parallel between entrepreneurship 
and resilient communities is striking. The 
best entrepreneurs try, succeed or fail, 
listen and learn — then repeat this process 
continuously. That’s how they develop 
know-how. Ask anyone who understands 
entrepreneurship, and they’ll confirm that 
mentorship outweighs money in impor-
tance. Mentorship transmits know-how, 
while funding often masks real problems or 
allows entrepreneurs to bypass the critical 
learning and decision-making that ensures 

long-term success.
Entrepreneurs don’t wait around for 

someone else to solve their problems. They 
use the resources and knowledge they have 
to build teams to do the work that needs 
to be done. They commit their life’s work 

to solving a problem until it is 
solved and take responsibility for 
making that happen. Embracing 
an entrepreneurial mindset and 
digging deep into local problems, 
developing teams and working on 
issues will help us build resilient 
communities and even help our 
state and local leaders put forth 
the best policies and funding 
mechanisms.

What does this look like? Like all mean-
ingful action, it’s not necessarily easy but 
there are some basic steps you can put into 
practice:

Select a specific growth challenge in 
your community. If you need some starting 
points, Wyoming’s Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Development Strategy outlines some 
of the major problems facing Wyoming’s 
communities today and strategies to address 
them.

Who feels this problem? Find the people 
affected by the problem and look for those 
who have the authority to implement chang-
es and who might know how to get things 

done. Be willing to make the circle bigger.
Commit to addressing this challenge 

thoroughly for at least a year, or until it is 
solved. Evaluate your entry points, assess 
the scope, maintain focus (which requires 
letting go of competing priorities) and 
remain open to learning from mistakes 
throughout the process.

Imagine what Wyoming could achieve 
if we solved our fundamental challenges: 
creating jobs that keep our youth here, 
developing competitive infrastructure, 
connecting rural communities to jobs and 
economic opportunities, and making hous-
ing and childcare accessible. This vision is 
achievable with the correct tools and help-
ful codes wielded by people who have the 
courage, expertise and discipline to tackle 
the steps above and say, “Yes,” to doing the 
hard work.

As CEO of the Wyoming Business Coun-
cil, Josh Dorrell provides leadership and 
strategic direction for the diverse team of 
passionate professionals working across the 
state to build self-reliant communities and 
create opportunities for future generations 
of Wyomingites. He can be reached at Josh.
dorrell@wyo.gov or 307.777.2862.

WyoFile is an independent nonprofit news 
organization focused on Wyoming people, 
places and policy.

Tools and codes can’t fix 
problems without skilled 
and dedicated teams.

letters
I can get U.S. mail in five days, 
but may face significant delays in 
receiving my Social Security benefits.
Editor:

The Rock Springs federal Social Se-
curity office was scheduled to be closed 
in June based on information provided 
on the Department of Government Effi-
ciency (DOGE) website. It was recently 
determined that the claim is inaccurate or 
reversed due to public reaction.

In addition, some phone services will 
be reduced, while others will be discon-
tinued by the end of or mid-April.

During Evanston’s town hall (held 
March 14, and reported in the March 19 
Uinta County Herald), U.S. Rep. Harriet 
Hageman raved about saving the U.S. 
Post Office processing centers located in 
Wyoming

She also assured us that our small num-
ber of federal Social Security offices will 
remain. Please recall that the last question 
she received from the audience at Evan-
ston town hall pertained to the availability 
of Social Security services.

Let me state clearly: Curtailing tele-
communication services and eliminating 
Rock Spring Social Security office as first 
reported by DOGE will harm a substantial 
number of Wyomingites.

With Hageman’s allegiance to DOGE, 
even when their actions are fraught with 
costly errors with little verified cost sav-
ings, Hageman will be linked to the ob-
struction of Wyomingites from receiving 
their rightful benefits.

Interesting … I can write a letter and 
have it received in the mail within five 
days but may not be able to apply and 
receive my earned Social Security benefits 
in a timely manner — if at all.

In Wyoming, Social Security beneficia-
ries are mostly elderly with limited mobil-
ity and antiquated internet, computer re-

sources and skills. Thus, enough locations 
and telecommunications are imperative to 
provide an effective service to support the 
existing Wyoming demographics.

 An effective operation of a government 
agency (or business) must invest in suffi-
cient resources to successfully complete 
the organization’s mission in an efficient 
and effective manner. The activity usually 
has a technical and administrative profes-
sional staff.

The number and function are depend-
ing on the activity; for example, an auto-
motive repair shop has mostly mechanics 
but also employs at least one administra-
tive personnel, such as an accountant, to 
address customer invoices and payments 
and required legal and tax obligations.

A Social Security office has more 
administrative staff, which understands 
the regulatory obligations of the service. 
They possess written, oral, computer 
communication skills to address the needs 
along with enough locations. They under-
stand the regulatory infrastructure that is 
necessary to collect and analyze data to 
determine the level of the Social Security 
benefits that people have earned.

Effective communication requires 
skills in person, via phone and online. 
Access to the internet, modern comput-
ers and software is essential but lacking 
in rural Wyoming. The implementation 
of these skills depends on the clients’ 
circumstances. 

I urge Wyomingites and the state’s con-
gressional offices to oppose the elimina-
tion of these resources and better protect 
our citizens from Washington, D.C. chaos.

David M. Slaughter 
Evanston

By Tom Purcell

Here’s something that can make us miser-
able if we let it: too many decisions!

Social scientist Barry Schwartz says Amer-
icans are becoming less happy because we’re 
allowing ourselves to be overwhelmed by too 
many choices. His groundbreaking idea, origi-
nally published in his 2004 book The Paradox 
of Choice, has been echoed by recent studies.

Researchers from the University of Penn-
sylvania recently found that while having some 
choices is beneficial, excessive op-
tions often lead to decision paralysis 
and reduced satisfaction.

No sooner do we wake in the 
morning than we have to choose 
among hundreds of breakfast ce-
reals, drinks and coffees. There are 
more than 40 kinds of toothpaste to 
choose from, hundreds of shampoos 
and, for the self-care-obsessed, 
hundreds of other ointments, salves and 
moisturizers.

Throughout the day, we’re pestered by 
telemarketers, pop-up ads and random texts 
that promise us we’ll be fit, smart and stylish 
if we buy the products they are pushing — and 
fat, dumb and dorky if we don’t.

Schwartz gives an example of a visit to a 
Gap clothing store to buy a pair of jeans. In the 
old days, the average fellow had only to choose 
between Wrangler or Levi’s, but not anymore. 
The Gap now offers slim fit, easy fit, relaxed fit, 
baggy, stonewashed, acid-washed, distressed, 
button fly, zipper fly, faded or regular.

Gone are the days of the cardboard-thick 
Sears Toughskins I was forced to wear as a boy.

But decisions over material things are just 
the beginning of our confusion. We’ve allowed 
ourselves to become as equally overwhelmed 
by the careers we choose, our jobs, our spous-
es… or even if we should marry at all.

From the Greatest Generation to now, the 
percentage of people of marrying age who 

got married dropped from 81 percent to just 
44 percent, reflecting a dramatic decline in 
marriage rates over the decades.

And many young people who still hope 
to find a life partner aren’t just looking for a 
spouse or a companion, but a soulmate — that 
perfect person who is going to fill their hearts 
with joy every moment of every day.

The peculiar thing about the American 
mind — and I’m more guilty than anyone — is 
that we equate freedom with unlimited choice, 
when it is the opposite that is actually true. It 

is by limiting our choices that we 
are set free.

G.K. Chesterton said that mar-
riage brings a man happiness be-
cause it gives him clarity and 
focus. By focusing his energies 
and affections on one woman, he is 
able to know the inner beauty and 
closeness of one woman.

Could you imagine being an 
artist, he said, who was trying to paint a canvas 
as large as the moon? Where do you start paint-
ing? No, it is the frame that liberates the artist. 
By being boxed into a small rectangular area, 
he is given a point of reference and perspective. 
It is the frame that sets the artist free.

Chesterton argues that true freedom comes 
not from limitless choices but from making a 
committed choice and sticking to it. Marriage, 
in his view, is an example of how committing 
to one person for life creates genuine freedom 
within boundaries.

That makes perfect sense to me.
I’m going to mull this important concept 

over as soon as I’m done choosing among 47 
streaming services, 63 flavors of coffee and 27 
types of hamburger patties — some of which 
have no meat!

See Tom Purcell’s syndicated column, 
humor books and funny videos featuring his 
dog, Thurber, at TomPurcell.com. Email him 
at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

Drowning in decisions
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Records/News
obituaries Lyman man guilty of stealing 

skid steer from Evanston man
By Bryon Glathar
Herald Managing Editor

EVANSTON — A Lyman man was 
convicted of felony theft on Tuesday, 
March 18, in Third District Court in 
Evanston. Mathew Titmus, 44, is now 
facing up to 10 years in prison and 
fines up to $10,000 after a jury found 
him guilty of stealing a piece of heavy 
equipment that went missing from 
Evanston in 2023.

According to an affidavit in support 
of information or citation filed with 
the court, a Uinta County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy was patrolling the area 
of Heinz Street in Lyman looking for 
a wanted subject on Feb. 19, 2024.

“As I was traveling on Heinz St., 
I observed the bucket of a skid steer 
lifted in the air on the property of 
Mathew Titmus…” the affidavit 
states. “I further noticed that the skid 
steer matched the description of one 
stolen from China Mary Rd., Evan-
ston, in October of 2023, specifically 
a 1990 Case 1840, Uniloader…”

The deputy searched the internet 
to confirm it was a match. He said he 
noticed the cab of the skid steer had 
been spray painted black but could 
see orange showing under the black 
“consistent with the stolen skid steer 
and [I] have personal knowledge of it.”

 Titmus pulled up to the property 
shortly after, and the deputy asked him 
about the wanted person. Titmus told 
the deputy the person he was looking 
for helped him out now and then but 
was currently working in Evanston.

When the deputy asked Titmus 
about the skid steer, he said his late 
uncle, John Titmus, had given it to him 
about five years prior.

The deputy, who testified that he 
could smell fresh paint on the skid 
steer, asked about the fresh black 
paint on the cab, and Titmus said it 
was in the same condition as when he 
received it from his uncle. 

“I then observed a can of black 
ColorPlace spray paint sitting on the 
floor of the skid steer,” the deputy 
said. “I asked Mathew about the paint 
can. Mathew advised that he had just 
painted the bed of his truck.”

Telling Titmus that he wanted to 
rule out the possibility of the skid 
steer being stolen, the two searched 
for a serial number.

“Upon inspection it was found that 
the serial number plate had been taken 
off,” the affidavit states. “It appeared 
as if it had recently been removed as 

the impression of the plate was still 
very visible and outlined in dirt.”

The deputy noted that most of the 
inside of the cab was still the original 
orange color with some black paint 
overspray and spots of fresh black 
paint, “however not completely, and 
the original orange color could still be 
seen underneath.”

Some of the rims on the skid steer 
had been painted black, the ones on 
the right left in original orange. Part of 
the rear engine cover door was painted 
black, some still orange.

“It was blatantly obvious that the 
skid steer had been haphazardly spray 
painted black in an effort to conceal 
its origin,” the deputy said.

The deputy sent photos to the 
Evanston resident who reported a 
stolen skid steer, who said it “with-
out a doubt” belonged to him. The 
victim also accurately described an 
after market “Tara Systems” hydraulic 
scale, which was specific to his skid 
steer. 

With probable cause to have it 
seized, the deputy had the skid steer 
towed to the Mountain View substa-
tion cold storage shed.

The value of the skid steer was 
determined to be $14,000, and the 
victim said it had been damaged 
since it was stolen. Some damage was 
caused to the ignition because it had 
been hot wired, there was a hydraulic 
fliud leak and possible damage to the 
pump system.

Titmus is scheduled to be sen-
tenced at 3:30 p.m. on June 12.

Mathew Titmus

District praises court ruling 
to properly fund education
By Rana Jones
Herald Reporter   

EVANSTON — At the 
Uinta County School District 
#1 school board meeting on 
March 11, Superintendent 
Ryan Thomas provided an up-
date on the recent court ruling 
that found Wyoming’s model 
for funding public education 
unconstitutional.

“This is fantastic news for 
the students of Wyoming,” 
Thomas said.

The Wyoming Education 
Association, alongside eight 
school districts, including 
UCSD #1, filed the lawsuit 
due to consistent underfund-
ing that violated Wyoming 
Supreme Court precedents 
dating back to 1980. Judge 
Peter Froelicher ruled in favor 
of the educators on all six 
arguments, determining that 
the state had failed to properly 
fund the actual costs required 
to provide quality education.

Thomas outlined several 

key issues in the lawsuit, 
including the state’s failure to 
adjust funding for inflation, 
inadequate salaries for recruit-
ing and retaining personnel, 
and insufficient resources 
for mental health counselors, 
school resource officers, nutri-
tional programs, and technolo-
gy. Additionally, the state was 
found to have inadequately 
assessed school facilities for 
educational suitability, allow-
ing unequal and substandard 
conditions to persist.

The court has mandated 
the state to revise its funding 
model to address these con-
stitutional violations and will 
maintain jurisdiction over the 
case until appropriate modifi-
cations are made.

“My hat’s off to the board 
to have the foresight to take 
on this fight for every student 
in Wyoming,” Thomas said. 
While he praised the decision, 
he noted that significant work 
remains. “We still have a dog 
in the fight. We still have to 

go through recalibration and 
make these rulings happen.” 

The recalibration process 
will begin in April, and Thom-
as mentioned that Sen. Wendy 
Schuler, R-Evanston, though 
not the chair of the committee, 
would be a helpful advocate. 
“It will be nice to have a 
friendly face we can talk to 
on that committee,” he said.

“This could have far-reach-
ing impacts in education in our 
state for the next 25 years,” 
Thomas said, referencing the 
last major education fund-
ing case, the Campbell case, 
which Uinta County also 
participated in 25 years ago.

Moving on to other fund-
ing concerns, Special Educa-
tion Services Director Matt 
Williams presented an opera-
tional budget update, empha-
sizing the importance of So-
cial and Emotional Learning 
(SEL) programs. He echoed 
Thomas’s earlier points about 
the significance of the lawsuit, 
stressing that SEL requires 

adequate funding to serve 
students effectively.

When asked about the per-
centage of students in special 
education programs, Williams 
reported that about 19% of 
students have Individualized 
Education Programs (IEPs), 
a figure slightly above the 
national average. 

“I put a lot of confidence 
and trust in our various teams,” 
Williams said, adding that 
they navigate these decisions 
daily. Thomas noted that the 
national trend indicates rising 
numbers of students requiring 
special education services.

Board Chair David Peter-
son agreed, stating, “It seems 
to be growing a little bit. It 
could be the recognition for 
the need of special education 
that wasn’t recognized in 
years past.” 

Board member Jessica 
Arch added, “COVID made 
a huge need for speech and 

Uinta Community Service Center thanks the Rocky Moun-
tain Power Foundation for its generous donation of $2,000.

The Rocky Mountain Power Foundation is part of the 
PacifiCorp Foundation, one of the largest utility-endowed 
foundations in the United States. The foundation was creat-
ed by PacifiCorp, an energy company that serves over two 
million customers across a diverse six-state region as Rocky 
Mountain Power (Utah, Wyoming and Idaho) and Pacific 

Power (Oregon, Washington and California).
The foundation’s mission, through charitable investments, 

is to support the growth and vitality of the communities 
served by Rocky Mountain Power and Pacific Power. Since 
it started in 1988, the foundation has awarded more than $60 
million to nonprofit organizations. For more information, visit 
www.rockymountainpower.net/foundation or pacificpower.
net/foundation.
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Our beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grand-
father, mentor and friend, Don-
ald Richard Carroll, returned 
to his Heavenly Home on 
Saturday, March 29, at the age 
of 95. Don was born on Jan. 
16, 1930, in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, to Irene Maples. 
Don was raised in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, by his mother Irene 
and his maternal grandfather 
and grandmother, Big Papa 
and Big Mama.  

He worked as a pipefitter 
for his Uncle Parry, beginning 
at 15 years old. His education 
was provided by hard work, 
hard knocks and working for 
a living. Don was a military 
veteran and served in the 
Army for his country from 
1951-1953.

Following work and the 
pipeline led him to Lyman, 
where he met, courted and 
married Sharol Louise Eyre, 
from Lyman. Sharol was a 
flirty farm girl who really 
wanted to see the 
world and really 
liked Don’s new 
red 1953 Mercury. 
They were married 
on June 29, 1956.

They were later 
sealed in the Ogden Temple 
on Feb. 25, 1986. That happy 
marriage lasted for 68 years 
until Don’s passing. To this 
union were born four children: 
Rick, Rochelle, Jerry and 
Roger.

After pipelining all over the 
country for the first 10 years 
of their marriage, Don began 
working at FMC trona mine 
in 1963. He worked there as a 
surface area maintenance man 
until his retirement in 1991.  

Don loved Bridger Valley 
and was very active in the com-
munity of Lyman. He served 
14 years as the treasurer of 
Uinta County School District 
#6. He served as a Cub Scout 
Master for many years. He 
helped find ways to fundraise 
such as 55-gallon drums from 
FMC converted to burning 
trash cans. He also headed up 
the efforts for the first AAU 
swimming program in Lyman.

He served faithfully in 
many callings in the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Those callings included 
Young Men’s councilor before 
he was a member in the 1970s, 
Elders Quorum councilor and 
secretary, executive secretary 
for Bishop Melvin Platts, High 
Priest group leader, as well as 
helping on committees for the 
Pioneer Days Celebration.

Don’s hobbies included 

Donald Richard Carroll 
Jan. 16, 1930 – March 29, 2025

coin collecting. He collect-
ed state coins and created 
coin books for all of the 
kids, grandkids and great- 
grandkids. He also loved 
hunting, fishing and golfing.

Of all of Don’s accom-
plishments, he would tell 
you that the greatest was his 
family. Don loved to follow 
his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
wherever they were partic-
ipating in sporting events 

throughout the 
states of Wyo-
ming and Utah. 
He traveled thou-
sands of miles to 
see football, bas-
ketball, swim-

ming, cross-country, track, 
volleyball and soccer for 
children of all ages.

All of the children knew 
when he arrived at the venue 
by his loud whistle in the 
stands. He often slipped a 
few dollars to the children 
after the games for a quick 
trip to the concession stand.

Don is survived by his 
wife, Sharol; his children, 
Rick Carroll (Lisa), Ro-
chelle (Scott) Shriner, Jer-
ry Carroll (Donna) and 
Roger Carroll (Richelle); 
16 grandchi ldren;  37 
great-grandchildren (and 
more to come); and his sis-
ter-in-law, Jan Carroll.

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Irene 
Maples; his brother, Jerry; 
his sister, Barbara; his wife 
Sharol’s parents, Clem and 
Ada; and daughter-in-law, 
Barbara. 

Viewing will be held at 
the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, Lyman 
chapel, 127 N. Main Street, 
Lyman, on Sunday, April 6, 
from 6-8 p.m. and Monday, 
April 7, from 9:30-10:45 
a.m. Funeral services will 
begin at the church in Ly-
man at 11 a.m. Interment 
with military honors will 
follow at the Lyman City 
Cemetery.

Senior Citizens 
Menu

ALL MEALS SEED WITH FRUIT, VEGETABLES AND BREAD
**MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE **

Wednesday, April 2Wednesday, April 2
BBQ Chicken, Steamed Carrots, 

Pasta Salad, Brownie
Thursday, Thursday, April 3April 3

Turkey, Ham & Cheese Hoagie, Lettuce 
& Tomato, Chips, Peanut Butter Cookie

Friday, Friday, March 4March 4
Lemon Baked Cod, Rice Pilaf, 

WW Roll, Lemon Bar
Monday, Monday, April 7April 7

Cheeseburger, Tomato & Onion Chips, 
German Coleslaw, Chef Choice Melon

Tuesday, Tuesday, April 8April 8
Cheese Pizza, Garlic Toast, 

Tossed Salad, Jello Cup
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Throughout both days of 
the festival, music filled the 
Machine Shop as regional 
and headlining bands took 
the stage to entertain crowds. 
Regional bands included the 
Salt Lake Scots Pipe Band, 
Avourneen, Cronin’s Fancy, 
Teton Skye and Finistere.

The Machine Shop was 
filled with vendors offering 
a variety of traditional prod-
ucts and others offering a va-
riety of food choices. A beer 
bar was available, with local 
police officers checking IDs.

A choice of six demon-
strations and lectures were 
offered on Friday, includ-
ing the Society of Creative 
Anachronism (SCA) mem-
bers demonstrating medieval 
fighting with swords and oth-
er weapons; lectures on me-
dieval weapons, pub songs 
and Scottish pipe tunes.    

On Saturday, SCA again 
provided medieval fighting 
demonstrations for crowds. 
People could choose from 
eight different lectures and 
workshops including learn-
ing Gaelic language, songs, 
stories and the history of 
medieval weapons.

The local Warped and 
Twisted Fiber Guild provid-
ed a choice of two demon-
stration workshops; one on 
“waulking the wool” and 
another one titled “from 
fiber to yarn.” The waulking 
workshop featured special 
guest Ellen McDonald from 

the headline band Daimh, 
who explained the process 
of waulking and the songs 
that women would sing as 
they worked. Waulking is a 
term for pounding the woven 
wool until it becomes more 
like fabric.

McDonald had those at-
tending the workshop sit 
around a long table, holding 
the woven wool in their 
hands and pounding it on the 
table as they slowly moved it 
along, while she sang Gaelic 
songs and taught them to sing 
the chorus along with her.

The Celtic Festival is a 

family-friendly event and 
children of all ages could 
enjoy renaissance games 
sponsored by the Utah Re-
naissance Faire; choose from 
a variety of opportunities to 
make crafts; and dance and 
learn Celtic music. 

For a minimal fee, adults 
and children 12 and older 
could attend a workshop in 
the visitors center to learn 
the art of pyrography (artis-
tic wood burning) and take 
home a finished product.

Friday night’s headline 
band, Daimh (pronounced 
“dive”) from the Isle of 

Skye and West Lochaber 
drew a crowd of 320 fans. 
On Saturday night, a double 
headline concert with Heron 
Valley from Scotland and 
Old Blind Dogs, a multi-
award-winning band who 
sing Scottish folk music, 
was joined by fiddler Sarah 
Collins. A crowd of 375 fans 
clapped, danced and cheered 
until 10 p.m.

On both Friday and Satur-
day nights, for those people 
who wanted to keep celebrat-
ing, the Best Western Dun-
mar Inn held an after-hours 
session until midnight. Any-

one could bring their own in-
strument and play along with 
the regional band Avourneen.

Smith-Hopkin said, “This 
year we were incredibly 
fortunate to receive funding 
from the Wyoming Cultur-
al Trust Fund and Rocky 
Mountain Power Founda-
tion to activate one of our 
dormant programs, Special-
ists in the Schools Project 
(SISP), last active prior to 
COVID. The purpose of 
SISP is to send some of our 
visiting professional artists 
through local schools while 
we have them in the area 
for one of our other events, 
which in this case was the 
Celtic Festival.”

Smith-Hopkin reported 
that over the course of three 
days leading up to the fes-
tival, members of Scottish 
headline bands Daimh and 
Heron Valley visited with 
students in all four of the 
Evanston elementary schools 

to play tunes and talk about 
their instruments and Scot-
tish music and culture. They 
met with the students in 
small-group classroom set-
tings in order to allow maxi-
mum interaction and answer 
the students’ questions in a 
personalized way. 

The artists also gave two 
workshops for homeschool 
families in the community to 
allow those students the same 
opportunities as their public 
school counterparts.

“Band members all said 
they absolutely enjoyed get-
ting to know our local ele-
mentary music teachers and 
students in our community,” 
Smith-Hopkin said. “We are 
also hiring a new event man-
ager to join the Celtic Festi-
val team.” Those interested in 
receiving more information 
are encouraged to contact the 
board via email at Contact-
TheArtsInc@gmail.com or 
by phone at 307-677-2707.

agreement, terms and escalations. 
“I would like to add to that 

request,” he said. “I would like 
to see the original business plan 
showing the payback period for this 
investment.” 

Resident Marijke Rossi asked 
the council if they would consider 
recording their work sessions as 
they do the regular meetings so it 
would be available on their website. 
She also asked if there was any new 
information on the old Wyoming 

State Hospital Buildings.
Evanston City Clerk Diane Har-

ris told Rossi that no decisions are 
made at the work sessions so that is 
why they are not recorded.

Mayor Kent Williams said he 
would take the request under con-
sideration and added that there was 
no new information regarding the 
State Hospital buildings.

Lexi Lamb with the VFW Post 
4280 Auxiliary had two requests for 
the council. The first request was 
for a parade route/street closure 
for the annual National Veterans 
Awareness Ride to take place on 

Thursday, May 15. The ride will 
enter town at Exit 6 and proceed 
down Harrison to 9th Street, where 
the street will be closed between 
Main Street and Front Street for 
bike parking while the riders hold 
a wreath ceremony at the county 
complex and then eat dinner at the 
VFW. 

The second request made by 
Lamb was for Silverwood Rally and 
Rodeo/VFW Post 4280 Auxiliary 
for a parade route and street closure 
for a biker parade on Friday, May 
23. The street closure request was 
for 9th Street between Front Street 

and Main Street for biker parking 
for Friday, May 23, and Saturday, 
May 24. The combined bike and 
horse rodeo will take place on Sun-
day, May 25, with a concert at the 
Roundhouse following the rodeo 
that evening.  

“The Silverwood Rally and Ro-
deo group puts on these fundraisers 
to contribute to the Cowboy Youth 
Rodeo Association,” Lamb said. “It 
should be a fun event.”

The council approved both 
requests.

New business included approval 
of the final payment for Round-

house Section 4 improvements to 
Tanner Development as requested 
by Evanston Community Develop-
ment Director Rocco O’Neill.

“The advertising period of 40 
days has been met, and the final 
payment is $13,841.61 with no 
changes,” O’Neill said.

The council approved the lawful 
discharge of fireworks on Friday, 
July 4, and Saturday, July 5, from 
5 p.m. to midnight.

Jamie Bowns was appointed to 
the Evanston Parks and Recreation 
District board with a term ending 
Jan. 1, 2027.

LITIGATION
from A1

FESTIVAL
from A1

Eric Pasenelli and Shasta Smith-Hopkin celebrate the scholarship 
in their names with Arts Inc. board chair Diane Sellers. (HERALD 
PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

Young women demonstrate the Scottish dances for a crowd in the Machine Shop on Friday, March 
21, at the Celtic Festival. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)
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Faith/News
Rid yourself of guilt 
once and for all
Do you spend a lot of time feeling guilty? 

I did, as a result of being abused as a 
child. I grew up believing something was 
wrong with me and that everything was 
my fault. And when you develop that kind 
of thinking during your childhood, it can 
torment you for a long time.

Guilt traps us and keeps us in the same 
place; much like a treadmill that keeps us 
going but accomplishes nothing. Guilt is a 
trap that presses us down into our problems 
rather than lifting us out of them. And as 
long as we feel guilty about what we do 
wrong, we remain in that guilt and will not 
grow spiritually. 

All of us make mistakes, and God knows 
that! No one can be perfect while in a fleshly 
body, but we can and must continue 
to grow spiritually regardless of 
where we are in our relationship 
with Christ. But in order to grow 
spiritually, we must first learn who 
we are in Christ. 

By God’s grace and mercy, when 
we are born again, God not only 
forgives us, he gives us his righ-
teousness because the Holy Spirit 
comes to live inside us. We each 
have right standing with God legally because 
of the blood of Christ, and even though we 
sometimes still do things wrong, the ability 
to do what’s right is also in us.

Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) tells us, “But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, for-
bearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.”

God doesn’t expect you to become some-
thing that he hasn’t already equipped you 
with. At the moment you are born again, 
God comes to live inside of your heart. The 
“seeds” of his character are downloaded into 
your spirit, and just like any seeds that are 
planted with the intent to reap a harvest later 
on, there must be a cultivation period that 
happens over a long period of time.

You have everything you need to be who 
God wants you to be, and since God lives 
inside of you, this means the fruit of his 
Spirit is also inside you. And after you are 
born again, you will grow in Christ as you 
pursue him daily.

2 Timothy 2:22 (NIV) tells us, “Flee the 
evil desires of youth and pursue righteous-
ness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

The operative word here is “pursue.” 
Pursue means to crave and go after some-
thing with all your mind and strength. Your 
relationship with God should not only be a 
Sunday morning thing. He is everything! In 
Him we live and move and have our being 
and without him we are nothing. 

We rely on God’s grace to help us do 
what’s right every day. And if we try to do 
what God asks us to do without relying on 
him to help us, we won’t succeed because 
we need him to do everything we need to do. 

Philippians 2:12-13 (NIV) says, “There-
fore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed — not only in my presence, but 
now much more in my absence — continue 
to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, for it is God who works 
in you to will and to act in order to 
fulfill his good purpose.”

We don’t work for our salvation 
to earn it, but we do work out our 
salvation. There’s a difference! For 
example, working out for fitness 
takes time, discipline and commit-
ment. I have worked out three times 
a week for the last 10 years. When 
I started, I didn’t have visible mus-

cles. But now I do, because I’m committed 
to maintaining my fitness. In much the same 
way, spiritual growth is a workout, with the 
results developing over a time because of 
commitment and discipline. And we lean on 
God to help us every step of the way.

So, keep moving forward, and don’t be 
hard on yourself! You are holy, righteous, 
anointed, and completely forgiven. You’re 
not where you need to be, but thank God 
you’re not where you used to be. You’re 
okay, and you’re on your way.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-part teaching resource Say Goodbye 
to Guilt. You can also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times bestsell-
ing author and founder of Joyce Meyer Min-
istries, Inc. She has authored more than 150 
books, including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY PROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life program, which is broadcast 
to millions in over 110 languages. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

ENJOYING
EVERYDAY
LIFE

BY JOYCE MEYER

language learning, especially 
at the elementary level. We 
have seen a big increase in 
numbers there.”

Williams expressed appre-
ciation for teachers’ dedica-
tion, saying he values seeing 
their progress with students.

Other budget items includ-
ed school activities where ac-
tivities director Bubba O’Neill 
commended his staff, Dauna 
Bruce and Boyd Child, for 
their work, stating, “I have 
the most amazing staff,” and 
highlighting their statewide 
reputation for quality service. 
He reported on the extensive 
responsibilities his depart-
ment manages, overseeing 77 
coaching positions, 35 activity 
positions, and approximately 
750 annual events.

O’Neill provided a positive 
update on the school’s athletic 
domes, noting they are widely 
used by both the school and 
the community.

“Making the most of what 
you provide us, we are appre-
ciative,” he said. However, he 
also emphasized budgetary 
needs, particularly for shot 
clocks, which cost around 
$7,000 each, excluding in-
stallation. 

“We want to make the most 
with what you can provide us 
and try not to ask for more,” 
he said. He also cited expenses 
such as helmet reconditioning, 
which costs $80 per helmet, 
calling these “unfunded man-
dates.”

Despite financial chal-
lenges, O’Neill highlighted 
the growing participation in 
school activities, attributing 
it to strong coaching. Thomas 
echoed the sentiment, stating, 
“Let’s do what’s right for 
kids.”

Moving on to legislative 
updates and public concerns, 
Thomas briefly discussed 
legislative session topics, in-
cluding a new homeschooling 
bill that eliminates the require-
ment for parents to submit 
curriculum to the school while 
still mandating communica-
tion with the principal. He 
expressed concern that stu-
dents not initially enrolled in 
the school system might have 
no contact with schools at all.

He also addressed a bill, 
vetoed by the governor but 
overridden in the House, 
concerning a charter school 
cap. “Fund public education 
first then allow more charter 
schools,” Thomas said, adding 
that he appreciated the gov-
ernor’s stance on prioritizing 
public education funding.

During public comments, 
resident Jared Houghton ques-
tioned the board about the 
legal fees associated with the 
education lawsuit, expressing 
concern that increased edu-
cation funding could lead to 
higher property taxes.

Thomas responded that 
education in Wyoming is a 
constitutional right, and that 
the lawsuit demonstrated the 
state’s failure to provide ade-
quate funding. He emphasized 
that property taxes alone can-
not cover educational costs 
and that proper funding from 
the state is essential.

“Fund education appropri-
ately,” Thomas stated, arguing 
that Wyoming, despite being a 
wealthy state, has persistently 
underfunded education.

Only eight out of 48 school 
districts participated in the 
lawsuit, but Thomas remains 
hopeful that the ruling will 
lead to necessary reforms, 
benefiting students across 
Wyoming.

DISTRICT / from A4

We hear about money that 
comes from oil and gas tax 
going into a rainy-day ac-
count. That is an issue we are 
taking a good look at. That 
money is reserved for future 
development of oil, gas and 
coal.” 

Heiner agreed that the 
schools will not see any im-
pact from the property tax 
cut. Property tax has gone up 
70% in the last three to four 
years, he said, and with this 
tax reduction, cities and coun-
ties will have less revenue, 
but they will need to decide 
what is most important and 
prioritize.

“The bill the House passed 
had a 100% back-up for cities 
and counties, but the Senate 
and the governor told the 
House they would not support 
the back-up and the governor 
would veto it. Why would he 
do that?” Heiner said. “Why? 
I think they didn’t want us 
to control the revenue. How 
dare you? My opinion is they 
want you to feel the hurt so 
you won’t vote for the 50% 
property tax cut, which will be 
on the ballot in 2026.”

Heiner explained that the 
House had a $17 million back-
up in the bill but, after negoti-
ations with the Senate over the 
50% reduction in property tax, 
they agreed to a 25% property 
tax reduction if they took the 
back-up monies out of the bill. 
He said the House then added 
the back-up in the budget bill, 
but that bill was killed. 

Pearson agreed with Hein-
er and said she felt the prop-
erty tax issue should be on 
the ballot so the people can 
decide. She said she felt that 
some of the legislators had 
no say in the matter and there 
needs to be more transparency 
on everything. 

“I found out about the 
supplemental budget being 
canceled the same way the 
public did,” Pearson said, 
“from reading it in Cowboy 
State Daily. That is very dis-
turbing to me.”

Schuler said the Senate 

leadership could not agree on 
that, and she was concerned 
for special districts that the 
state sends relief to. She em-
phasized that the supplemen-
tal budget is for emergencies 
and also funds 100 different 
agencies in the state. She 
said she’s most concerned for 
disability and senior citizen 
programs.

Allen Jaggi, a Bridger 
Valley resident who was in 
the audience, said, “When I 
was in the legislature, I never 
voted for a supplemental 
budget, ever. We funded those 
100 different agencies in the 
general budget for a period 
of two years. Why do you 
allow agencies to come and 
ask for additional funds? The 
supplemental budget is for 
emergencies only. What are 
your thoughts on that?”

Webb, Wharff and Heiner 
all said they agree with Jaggi 
100%. Comments from all 
included the federal govern-
ment’s spending problem. 
Heiner expressed concern 
that the state will not be able 
to meet expenses due to the 
budget not being passed, 
which will require a special 
session to approve moving 
funds from the state’s savings 
to the general budget.

“How do we rein in a 
federal government that has 
gotten too big? I think the 
economy will go through 
rough times before it gets 
better,” Wharff said. “The 
government will make it as 
painful as they can; that’s how 
the government maintains 
the monstrosity it is, and you 
are going to hurt and we will 
have to determine what are 
essential services.”

Hatch reminded people 
that the county commission 
will be working on its budget 
in the coming months and it 
is important that people come 
to them and let them know the 
needs in the county.

A new resident, Mark Kel-
ly, asked the final question.

“Is there something each 
of you are especially proud 
of accomplishing this session 
and something you think 
is unfinished business?” he 

asked.
“That’s a good question,” 

Schuler said. “I wish the bill 
on banning cellphone use in 
schools had passed. There 
are some schools that have 
already implemented a ban, 
but I think it should be con-
sistent throughout the state. 
I was pleased the three bills I 
sponsored passed: the bill on 
protecting women’s sports, 
the bill to allow child sexual 
violence victims to testify 
remotely, and the bill to allow 
termination of parental rights 
in cases where grandparents 
or another family member 
are raising the children for 
over 24 months, due to the 
parents being abusive, in jail, 
or on drugs.”

Pearson said she was hap-
py that a bill passed allowing 
doctors to prescribe off-label 
drugs. She is going to pursue 
working on a bill to allow 
shared parenting between 
divorced parents. She said 
she thought it was interesting 
the legislature was trying to 
define what a woman is.

Webb said he was pleased 
about several bills passing, 
including the one on pro-
tecting women’s sports, the 
bill to protect minors from 
pornographic websites, and 
the bill that requires 30-day 
residency and proof of citi-
zenship in order to vote in an 
election.

Wharff concurred with 
Pearson and Webb and add-
ed that he will continue to 
work on the bill on removing 
gun-free zones, for state’s 
sovereignty and protecting 
state lands.

The last to respond to that 
question was Heiner, who 
said he’s upset that the Biden 
administration had tried to 
shut down small oil producers 
by requiring a $500,000 bond 
on each well. He said he was 
proud the House passed a bill 
that allowed small producers 
to come together with a shared 
bond. He said he wants to 
continue to work on a bill to 
require that the state attorney 
general is an elected position, 
not one appointed by the 
governor.

LAWMAKERS
from A1

EVERY WEEK 10:30 A.M.
Childcare Available

Teaching Classic Christianity while 
respecting Mormon Culture

40 Agape Way, Evanston WY 82930
Sponsor of Church at the Roundhouse

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.aspenchurch.com or 307-677-1381

ASPEN
CHURCH

UINTA BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

2411 Wasatch Road 
307.789.7529
ubbcwyo.org

Sunday School:  ...............10AM
Morning Worship Service: ...11AM
Evening Family Service: ........ 6PM
Wednesday Bible Study: ...... 7PM 

Church    
Directory

SUNDAY

9:30AM MORNING BIBLE STUDY
10:30AM WORSHIP SERVICE

WEDNESDAY

4:00PM NEW BELIEVER’S STUDY
7:00PM MID-WEEK SERVICE

211 OVERTHRUST RD.
NUEVA VIDA BUILDING

(307) 677-4739

Worship with us at

SUNDAY
9:30AM MORNING BIBLE STUDY
10:30AM WORSHIP SERVICE
WEDNESDAY @ 900 Main Street
2:30PM NEW BELIEVER’S STUDY
6:00PM THIRD WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Worship With Us At
211 OVERTHRUST RD.

NUEVA VIDA BUILDING
(307) 677-4739

10th & Center Streets, 
Evanston

evanstonpresbyterian.org
unionpresevanston@gmail.com

Worship at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday
Children, Youth & Adult Bible 

Study - Call for more information
789-2358

Pastor Kirk Probasco

Union
Presbyterian 

Church

Sunday
9:30 a.m. ........Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. ...... Worship Service

Wednesday
7 p.m. .........  Midweek Service

Pastor Tim Floyd

2190 Wasatch Rd.
307-789-5868

Crossroads Newlife fellowship
Living Beyond An Ordinary Life!

Service livestreams 
Sunday at 10 a.m. 

at CNF.Church
101 Commerce Drive

307-789-9132
PASTOR DOUG COX

www.cnf.church

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America

God’s Work. Our hands.

Sunday Worship:
9:00am

Everyone welcome

50 Yellowcreek Rd.
Evanston

St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church

10th & Sage Streets

Welcomes You
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Evanston  
Alliance 
Church

235 Overthrust Road
789-4418

www.livingthelifetogether.com
Sunday School .....................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship .................10:30 a.m.

Youth groups available
Small Group Ministries

Pastor: Brett McMorris

St. Mary 
Magdalen

Evanston
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday................4:15pm (English)
Sunday Mass ......... 9:00am (English)
 5:00pm (Spanish)

Holy Days of Obligation
9:00am & 7:00pm

Sacrament of Penance
Saturday - 3:00-4:00pm

email: officestmm@dcwy.org
307-789-2189

Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church

49 Straight & Narrow
Sunday Bible Study........ 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship ............. 9:00 a.m.

Matins .............Tuesday, 8:00 a.m.
Open Bible Study:
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays

Contact information: Pastor Jonathan 
Lange at (307) 789-0042

Evanston Wyo Stake
Wards Meeting @ 721 W. Cheyenne Dr. - 789-2648

Riverview Ward Service begins 9:00 AM 
YSA Branch  Service begins  10:30 AM
Independence Ward Service begins  12:00 PM

Wards Meeting @ 251 Elm St - 789-3746
Almy Ward Service begins  9:00 AM 
Red Mountain Ward Service begins  10:30 AM

Ward Meeting @ 14864 Hwy 150 S - 789-3257
Hilliard Ward   Service begins 10:00 AM

Evanston Wyo South Stake
Wards Meeting @ 201 Sage St   -  789-7015

  (SACRAMENT FIRST)

1st Ward  Service Begins 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Uinta View Ward & Service Begins 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM
Spanish-Bear River Group

4tft Ward Service Begins 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Wards Meeting @ 632 Twin Ridge Ave - 789-0263
8th Ward Service Begins 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

7th Ward Service Begins 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Yellow Creek Ward Service Begins 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

BUY ONE, GET ONE

1/2 OFF

* Equal or lesser value
• Must present printed coupon

SECOND 
ENTREE

240 Bear River Dr.
Evanston
789-5555

*

BREAKFAST • LUNCH
DINNER

Open 8am-8pm
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QuestionsQuestions

If you could meet a If you could meet a 
famous person, living or famous person, living or 
dead, who would it be?dead, who would it be?
Alive — Dave Grohl; Alive — Dave Grohl; 
dead — Robin Williams.dead — Robin Williams.

Do you have a dream Do you have a dream 
you’ve yet to fulfill?you’ve yet to fulfill?
Opening my own Opening my own 
oddity shop.oddity shop.

What are some of your What are some of your 
favorite TV shows?favorite TV shows?
“American Dad,” “Family “American Dad,” “Family 
Guy,” “The Simpsons” Guy,” “The Simpsons” 
and “90 Day Fiancé.”and “90 Day Fiancé.”

Kelsey Brinkerhoff
Server at Kate’s1515

If you had a super If you had a super 
power, what would it be?power, what would it be?
To speak any language at To speak any language at 
any time without having any time without having 
to study and learn it.to study and learn it.

What’s a place you’d like to see What’s a place you’d like to see 
but haven’t yet?but haven’t yet?
Amsterdam and Greece.Amsterdam and Greece.

If you won the lottery, If you won the lottery, 
what is the first thing you what is the first thing you 
would do with the money? would do with the money? 
Open my own oddity shop.Open my own oddity shop.

What is your proudest What is your proudest 
accomplishment?accomplishment?
Graduating college.Graduating college.

What is the best thing What is the best thing 
about winter?about winter?
Skiing.Skiing.

What do you like to do What do you like to do 
in your free time?in your free time?
Cross stitch.Cross stitch.

What is your favorite What is your favorite 
genre of music?genre of music?
I’ve been really into goth/I’ve been really into goth/
doom metal lately.doom metal lately.

Where do you get information Where do you get information 
on what is happening in on what is happening in 
Evanston and in the world?Evanston and in the world?
For Evanston, the Uinta County For Evanston, the Uinta County 
Herald and Facebook; for the Herald and Facebook; for the 
world, Reddit.world, Reddit.

What do you like most What do you like most 
about living in Evanston?about living in Evanston?
The people.The people.

What’s something interesting about What’s something interesting about 
you that most people don’t know?you that most people don’t know?
I hate onions.I hate onions.

What would you like to What would you like to 
see happen in your life see happen in your life 
this year?this year?
Pay off credit card debt.Pay off credit card debt.

What are the three What are the three 
best reasons for best reasons for 
living in Wyoming?living in Wyoming?
Open spaces, the Open spaces, the 
people and the lack people and the lack 
of people.of people.

CommunitySend us information about your community news item or happening in Evanston, Uinta County, southwest
Wyoming and Rich County, Utah. Send your community information to editor@uintacountyherald.com.

Several Evanston High School students participated in the All-Northwest Choir last month. Pictured at a December concert are (front 
row) Bellatrix McGuire, Julia Barton, Evie Stahl and Tawnya Beck; (back) Hunter Wilt, Kade Peart, Zander Hernandez and Lukis Hill; (not 
pictured) Liesl Botts. (COURTESY PHOTO)

EHS music students perform with All-Northwest Choir
By Kayne Pyatt
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON —  Out-
standing music students 
from Alaska, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Oregon, Washington 
and Wyoming received top 
honors by being select-
ed to participate in one of 
the 2025 NAME (Nation-
al Association for Music 
Education) All-Northwest 
performing groups.

The nine Evanston High 
School students: Julia Bar-
ton, Zander Hernandaz, Lu-
kis Hill, Kade Peart, Evie 
Stahl, Hunter Wilt, Tawnya 
Beck, Bellatrix McGuire and 
Liesl Botts joined over one 
thousand other outstanding 
high school student musi-
cians for the event held in 
Spokane, Washington on 
Feb. 14 -15.

E H S  s t u d e n t s  w e n t 
through a rigorous audition 
process with students au-
ditioning in six states. The 
nine students were select-
ed from more than 3,500 
students who auditioned to 
participate in this event. The 
EHS students fundraised to 
pay for their expenses to 
attend the event.

Peart, a senior at EHS, 
told the Herald that the au-
ditions were recorded and 
sent to the judges, who were 
members of the Washington 
Music Educators Associa-
tion. The student auditioning 
was required to sing excerpts 
from songs picked by the 
judges; sing scales and do 
a timed sight singing when 
given a note and they had to 
complete it with song. 

“It was tough and we only 
had one chance to repeat our 
recording,” Peart said. “I 
was excited to be audition-
ing, though.”

Barton, Hernandez, Hill, 
Peart, Stahl and Wilt sang 
with the mixed concert 
choir; Beck and McGuire 
sang in the treble choir; 
and Botts performed in the 
orchestra.

Upon arriving in Spo-
kane, the students rehearsed 
and performed in concert 
under  the  d i rec t ion  o f 
world-renowned conductors. 
Well-known Northwestern-
ers who have participated 
in past years’ All-Northwest 
groups include trumpeters 
Doc Severinson and Allen 
Vizzutti, Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning editorial cartoonist and 
columnist David Horsey, and 
jazz saxophonist Kenny G.

The Herald met with six 
of the nine honored students 
during Heather Blackwell’s 
music class. The students 
were asked about their fa-
vorite part of participating 
in the event and whether 
they plan on continuing 
with music in college or 
making music a career after 
graduation.

Peart said, “I loved the 
director, John Byun, that we 
worked with; he was very 
skilled. I loved the conven-
tion center at the university 
where we sang, and the 
campus was beautiful. I plan 
to go to UNV in Las Vegas 
and study pre-med, but I 
might stay in a choir if they 
have one.”

Stahl, a junior, agreed 
with Peart, and added that 
she loved how the director 
explained why he chose 
certain songs and why they 
were important to him.

“I also loved hanging out 
at the hotel and sharing our 
experiences with the other 
students,” Stahl said. “I’m 
not sure yet, but am consid-
ering joining the Navy or 
becoming a vet, but I would 
like to stay in choir.”

“I liked meeting kids 
from al l  over  the U.S. , 
Alaska and others from far 
away,” Hernandez, a junior, 
said. “As far as after high 
school, I am thinking about 
sports physical therapy or 
being a sports trainer. I may 
join a choir if there is one.”

Hill, a junior, said the 
way the choir of 250 voices 
sounded was amazing — the 
best he had ever heard.

“The power the girls in 
the choir had was amazing,” 
he said. “They portrayed 
feelings with their voices. 
I plan on going to a trade 
school and becoming a die-

sel mechanic.”
“Bella and I were in the 

treble choir,” Beck, a senior, 
said. “Listening to the oth-
er choirs perform was my 
favorite part; they were so 
balanced and cool! I loved 
meeting all the different 
people. I plan to go to Weber 
State and major in musical 
theater after I graduate.”

McGuire,  a freshman 
who is the youngest in the 
group, said, “Getting to 
know others in this group 
from EHS was my favorite 
part and also meeting all 
the others from other states. 
When I graduate and go on 
to college, I want to major 
or minor in music.”

All of the students inter-
viewed said the experience 
was very memorable and 
they highly recommend 
other students take the op-
portunity to audition in the 
future.

Looking for a great place to advertise each week?

IT’S RIGHT HERE!
Call Brian or Jamie today at 

307-789-6560 to reserve this space!
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Red Devils, Lady Devils 3rd at UVU Invite

By Don Cogger
Herald Sports Editor

The Evanston High School 
track and field teams pushed 
back the start of Spring Break 
for a day and traveled to Orem, 
Utah, on Saturday, competing 
at the UVU  High School 
Invitational.

The Red Devils and Lady 
Devils each placed third as a 
team. In all, the Red Devils 
finished with 21 individu-
al placers — including two 
champions — while the Lady 
Devils had 15 placers.

Red Devils
The boys had a pair of indi-

vidual winners in Ayden Hart-
zell in the 200 meters (22.33) 
and 400 meters (49.72), and 
Paul Baxter in the 1600 meters 
(4:37.54); Baxter also placed 
seventh in the 2K steeplechase 
(6:55.45).

The 4x400 relay team of 
Aidan Conrad, Ayden Hartz-
ell, Jayden Rieker and Carter 
Brown also finished in the top 
spot, posting a time of 3:26.69.

Sophomore hurdler Timber 
Fitch placed second in the 300 
hurdles (43.14) and fourth in 
the 110 hurdles (7.59); he also 
placed eighth in the 100 meter 
dash (11.68). Fellow hurdler 
Skylar Tippetts also placed in 
both hurdle events, finishing 
seventh in both.

Cole Brown placed in three 
events — both on the track 
and in the field — finishing 
third in the pole vault (11’6”), 
fifth in the 400 meters (54.38) 
and seventh in the high jump 
(5’2”). In sprints, Jayden 
Rieker finished fourth in the 
200 meters (23.01) and sixth 
in the 100 meters (11.60). 

Joining Paul Baxter on the 
podium in the 1600 were Aidan 
Conrad (4th, 4:56.46) and Bry-
an Baxter (5th, 5:01.80). In the 
field events, Tyce Weisenbaker 
finished third in the long jump 
(19’), while Luca Flores fin-
ished fourth in the shot put 
(45’10.25”) and eighth in the 
discus (120’10”).

Lady Devils
For the girls, junior Emma 

Lonsway finished second 
in the 300 hurdles (49.59) 
and fourth in the 100 hurdles 
(17.64); she also cleared nine 
feet in the pole vault to finish 
fourth.

Alyssa Brown was run-
ner-up in the discus (114’8”) 

and finished third in the shot 
put (35’2.5”), while Cassie 
Barker was third in both the 
100 hurdles (16.45) and 300 
hurdles (50.32) and sixth in 
the high jump (5’).

Lady Devil thrower Kier-
nynn Simmons’ senior season 

is off to a solid start, with 
fourth-place finishes in both 
the shot put (34’7.5”) and 
discus (95’10”), while senior 
hurdler Celeste Swensen fin-
ished eighth in both the 100 
hurdles (19.14) and 300 hur-
dles (56.96); she also finished 

fifth in the long jump (14’1”).

UVU Invitational 
Results

Boys Results
1. Cedar Valley 140, 2. 

Hartzell wins 200, 400 
meters; Baxter wins 1600

Red Devil senior Paul Baxter splashes down in the frigid water en route to a 7th-place finish in the steeplechase Saturday at the UVU 
Invitational in Orem, Utah. Baxter also won the 1600 meters, while the Red Devils and Lady Devils both placed third in the team standings.
(HERALD PHOTO/Kati Baxter)

Red Devil hurdler Timber Fitch finished second in the 300 hurdles 
and fourth in the 110 hurdles at the UVU Invite in Orem, Utah.
(HERALD PHOTO/Kati Baxter)

Lady Devils Brette Francis and Sophia Olivas compete in the 1600 meters (left), while senior thrower Kiernynn Simmons lets one fly in the 
shot put at Saturday’s UVU Invitational, held in Orem, Utah. Simmons finished fourth in the event, while Francis was 12th and Olivas 10th.
(HERALD PHOTO/Kati Baxter)

Pokes’ Aaron Bohl begins spring refurbish on defense

LARAMIE – Aaron Bohl 
feels like he is herding cats 
right now.

 Wyoming’s second-year 
defensive coordinator is 
charged with getting a list of 
newcomers – two lineback-
ers, four defensive linemen 
and five defensive backs 
have been added to the roster 
via the transfer portal – on 
the same page with the re-
turning Pokes during spring 
practice.

 Bohl and head coach Jay 
Sawvel are determined to get 
the defense to play at a high 
standard that slipped during 
last season’s 3-9 finish.

 “My hair is going to be 
looking like my dad’s proba-
bly by the end of the spring,” 
Bohl, the son of former UW 
head coach Craig Bohl, 
quipped after Thursday’s 
practice in War Memorial 
Stadium. “It is stressful. It’s 
good though.”

 UW only returns three 

starters from the defense that 
started the 15-14 victory at 
Washington State to close 
the 2024 campaign.

 Defensive end Tyce 
Westland, nose tackles Ben 
Florentine and Dante Drake, 
defensive tackle Jayden Wil-
liams and cornerback Keany 
Parks were part of the unit 
that allowed only 44 points 
over the final 10 quarters 
last season.

 “Looking back at last 
year, obviously there were 
a lot of struggles. I thought 
we kind of turned a corner 
over the last two and a half 
weeks and really got down 
to the nitty gritty of just at-
tacking,” Bohl said. “That’s 
really what defense comes 
down to. All the fancy terms, 
the fancy blitzes and every-
thing … it’s about tackling, 
getting off blocks, using 
your hands.

 “We’ve made a big em-

UW DC getting new faces, 
returners on same page

Pokes defensive coordinator Aaron Bohl has a bevy of newcomers he’s tasked with getting on the same page with his returners as spring 
ball gets underway this week.    (UW MEDIA-ATHLETICS)

TRACK B3
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El RanchoEl Rancho GrandeGrande
MarketMarket
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Piñatas, 
Spices, 

Mexican Candy, 
Hispanic Groceries & More

Proud to support
the RED DEVILS!

Kallas NAPA
Auto Parts

307-789-3835
744 Front Street, Evanston

WE SUPPORT OUR RED DEVILSWE SUPPORT OUR RED DEVILS
           

GO RED DEVILS!GO RED DEVILS!

Adalee May — EHS Girls Soccer

Meet The DevilsMeet The Devils

Q: How long have you been playing 
soccer, and how did you get into it?
A: I started playing soccer from 
kindergarten to 5th grade, and then 
started playing again as a freshman. 
Q: Are you involved in any other sports/
activities?
A: I am also involved in marching band, 
jazz choir and cross country.
Q: What are you enjoying the most about 
this year’s team?
A: We have improved so much 
more since last year. I love that the 
underclassmen have brought a lot of 
energy and hustle. They really have a 
desire to score, and it reflects in the way 
they play.

Q: What are your hobbies outside of sports?
A: Like I mentioned before, I love music. I love singing and playing my 
french horn. I also read a ton of books, and some of my favorites are by C.S. 
Lewis and the Jackaby series. I also just love hanging out with friends.
Q: Do you have a favorite movie or TV 
show?
A: One of my favorite movies is “Gifted.” 
It’s so touching. 
Q: Playing keeper is not for the faint of 
heart. What do you enjoy most about 
playing in net?
A: I really enjoy the intensity that comes 
with playing in the net. It’s also a hype 
feeling when I have a great save. Also, 
one v. ones are so much fun, because It’s 
kinda fun taking people out. 
Q: In your opinion, what makes a good 
teammate?
A: A great teammate is someone who 
sacrifices everything for the team. That 
includes hustling, stepping to every ball, 
communicating and putting in the work 

outside of practice. They also look at 
themselves before they start pointing 
fingers at those around them. They 
also lead by example, and with strong 
work ethic. They radiate and encourage 
positivity and good sportsmanship. They 
act like a Lady Red Devil, on and off the 
field.
Q: What’s it like competing for coach 
Barton?
A: Coach Barton is really an amazing 
example. She has put her whole heart and 
commitment into this team. Even when 
we have not performed the best, she has 
never made us feel like we are less than. 
She sacrifices so much time, energy and 
peace to be head coach. It’s been a great 
experience playing for her.
Q: Any big plans for Spring Break?
A: Just senior project stuff and soccer.

1601 Harrison Dr, 
Evanston, WY 82930

(307) 789-3770

Your LOCAL Community  College
1013 W. Cheyenne Dr.

Enter with Passion,Enter with Passion,
Leave with Purpose.Leave with Purpose.

307-789-3988

“Red Devils Super Fans”
The businesses featured on this page are

They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation
by patronizing their businesses

 

 

600 UNION ROAD | EVANSTON, WY
(307) 789-2744

 

 

Proud supporter of the 
Evanston Red Devils

THE TANK CAR PEOPLE

Mel Orchard
The Spence 
Law Firm

Red Devil - Class of 1984.

Your homegrown
Trial Lawyer
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SportsUinta and Rich counties’ sports source ~ Sports score or tip? Call us at 
(307) 789-6560 or email sports@uintacountyherald.com.

Mountain Ridge 123, 3. Evan-
ston 106, 4. Soda Springs 51, 
5. Star Valley 40, 6. Weiser 35, 
7. Davis 25, 8. South Summit 
18, 9. Maple Mountain 10, 10. 
Hillcrest 8, 11. Farmington 7, 
12. Ridgeline 6, 13. Kearns 2 

100 Meter Dash
6. Jayden Rieker 11.60, 8. 

Timber Fitch 11.68, 18. Tyce 
Weisenbaker 12.27, 21. Asher 
Conrad 12.61, 23. Oakley 
Hartzell 12.75, 24. Zander 
Hernandez 13.01, 27. Jesus 
Reynoso 14.79

200 Meter Dash
1. Ayden Hartzell 22.33, 

4. Jayden Rieker 23.01, 10. 
Carter Brown 23.78, 19. Ash-
er Conrad 25.29, 20. Oakley 
Hartzell 25.57, 21. Zander 
Hernandez 25.77, 24. Jesus 
Reynoso 29.74 

400 Meter Run
1. Ayden Hartzell 49.72, 4. 

Carter Brown 54.24, 5. Cole 
Brown 54.38

1600 Meter Run
1. Paul Baxter 4:37.54, 

4. Aidan Conrad 4:56.46, 5. 
Bryan Baxter 5:01.80

110 Meter Hurdles
4. Timber Fitch 17.59, 7. 

Skylar Tippetts 19.74, 8. Seth 
Cockram 20.02

300 Meter Hurdles
2. Timber Fitch 43.14, 7. 

Skylar Tippetts 46.10, 11. Seth 
Cockram 51.33

2K Steeplechase
7. Paul Baxter 6:55.45
4x400 Relay
1. Aidan Conrad, Ayden 

Hartzell, Jayden Rieker, Carter 
Brown 3:26.69

Shot Put
4. Luca Flores 45’10.25”, 

11. Owen Russell 38’10.25”
Discus
8. Luca Flores 120’10”, 13. 

Owen Russell 110’6”
High Jump
7. Cole Brown 5’2”
Pole Vault
3. Cole Brown 11’6”
Long Jump
3. Tyce Weisenbaker 19’, 9. 

Zander Hernandez 17’5”

Girls Results
1. Cedar Valley 155, 2. 

Mountain Ridge 111, 3. 
Evanston 69, 4. Soda Springs 
50.50, 5. Marsh Valley 38, 6. 
Layton 30, 7. South Summit 
23, 8. Weiser 16, 9. Bonneville 
10, 9. Green Canyon 10, 11. 
Ridgeline 9, 11. Farmington 
9, 11. Idaho Falls 9, 14. Maple 
Mountain 8, 15. Hillcrest 5.5, 
16. Kearns 2

100 Meter Dash
12. Beatriz Navarro 14.84, 

13 Abby Nichols 14.89, 14 
Brooklyn Larsen 15.11, 16 
Charlie Lym 15.58, 17. Leslie 
Aldana 15.77, 18 Veere Jansen 
16.18, 19. Jayme Echevarria 
16.58

200 Meter Dash
13. Abby Nichols 30.40, 

16 Beatriz Navarro 30.59, 18 
Brooklyn Larsen 30.67, 20. 
Leslie Aldana 32.85, 21. Veere 
Jansen 33.70, 22. Charlie Lym 
34.69, 23. Jayme Echevarria 
35.87

1600 Meter Run
10. Sophia Olivas 6:17.38, 

12. Brette Francis 6:26.97a
100 Meter Hurdles
3. Cassie Barker 16.45, 

4. Emma Lonsway 17.64, 8. 
Celeste Swensen 19.14

300 Meter Hurdles
2. Emma Lonsway 49.59, 3 

Cassie Barker 50.32, 8 Celeste 
Swensen 56.96

Shot Put
3. Alyssa Brown 35’2.5”, 

4. Kiernynn Simmons 34’7.5”, 
5. Ava Graham 30’9”, 12. Alli-
son Swensen 23’1”, 13. Maddi 
Caves 22’7”

Discus
2. Alyssa Brown 114’8”, 

4. Kiernynn Simmons 95’10”, 
9. Allison Swensen 65’10”, 
10. Ava Graham 59’11”, 11. 
Maddi Caves 47’5” 

High Jump
6. Cassie Barker 5’, 10. 

Abby Nichols 4’6”
Pole Vault
4. Emma Lonsway 9’
Long Jump
5. Celeste Swensen 14’1”, 

7. Beatriz Navarro 12’10.5”

TRACK
from B1

Red Devil senior Paul Baxter (far right) and Aidan Conrad lead the pack in the 1600 meters at Saturday’s UVU Invitational in Orem, Utah. 
Baxter won the event in a time of 4:37.54; Conrad finished fourth, in a time of 4:56. 46.
(HERALD PHOTO/Kati Baxter)

Red Devil long jumper Zander Hernandez finished ninth in the event at Saturday’s UVU Invitational in Orem, Utah, hitting a distance of 
17 feet, 5 inches. The Lady Devils and Red Devils each finished third as a team.
(HERALD PHOTO/Kati Baxter)

phasis on, I know this is 
going to sound cliché, but 
being a better football team. 
What I mean by that is the 
basics of football – by hit-
ting people, by using your 
hands, by getting off blocks. 
Guys know the expectations; 
guys know the standards.”

 Injuries throughout the 
defensive line and at the 
safety spots exposed UW’s 
lack of depth early last sea-
son when the team was fac-
ing a daunting non-confer-
ence schedule that included 
eventual College Football 
Playoff participant Arizona 
State and 11-win BYU.

 Sawvel and the staff 
aggressively addressed the 

issues by signing defensive 
ends Esaia Bogar (River-
side City College), Dawan 
Martin (Youngstown State) 
and Brayden Wilson (We-
ber State), defensive tackle 
Aneesh Vyas (Bucknell) 
and safeties Desman Hearns 
(Southern Illinois), Justin 
Taylor (Wisconsin), Jaden 

DaCosta (Portland State) 
and Brooklyn Cheek (Cal).

 Two sizable lineback-
er  t ransfers ,  6 - foo t -3 , 
245-pound Brayden John-
son (Oklahoma Baptist) 
and 6-4, 241-pound Ethan 
Stuhlsatz (Lindenwood), 
were also brought in along 
with cornerback BJ Inmon 

(Snow College).
 Bohl said the position 

battles across the board 
remind him of 2022 when a 
young group that included 
Easton Gibbs, Shae Suiau-
noa, Wyett Ekeler, Isaac 
White, DeVonne Harris and 
Jordan Bertagnole stepped 
into the spotlight.

 “That year we ended up 
having a pretty good team, 
but it was a bunch of new 
guys that didn’t know any-
thing about anything,” Bohl 
said. “It’s fun seeing guys 
that are so green growing 
and just learning. They hang 
on to every word that you 
say and just keep learning 
and keep improving.”

 Bohl expects UW’s re-
tooled defense to “be swim-
ming” through the first six 
spring practices before get-

POKES
from B1

ting up to speed and growing 
as a cohesive unit during 
the final three weeks of the 
spring.

 UW will put the pads on 

for the first time this spring 
for a 10:30 a.m. practice Sat-
urday in the Indoor Practice 
Facility. The session will be 
open to the public.

Friday, April 18, 2025

By appointment only, please call your child’s 
school at: 

Aspen Elementary: 789-3106
Clark Elementary: 789-2833
North Elementary: 789-7658

Uinta Meadows Elementary: 789-8098

Any child who will be five years old on or before 
September 15, 2025, is eligible to register for Kindergarten. 

Viernes, El 18 de Abril, 2025

Por cita solamente, Por favor llame su 
escuela que pertenece a su estudiante: 

Aspen Elementary: 789-3106
Clark Elementary: 789-2833
North Elementary: 789-7658

Uinta Meadows Elementary: 789-8098

Los ninos que son de la edad durante or despues del 15 de 
Septiembre, 2025 es listo de registrar para Kindergarten.

School phone numbers:
Aspen Elementary: ...................................... 789-3106
Clark Elementary:  .....................................  789-2833
North Elementary: ...................................... 789-7658
Uinta Meadows Elementary: .......................... 789-8098

UINTA COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 1

PRESS RELEASE FOR KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION AND SCREENING

Kindergarten registration and screening for Uinta County 
School District Number One will be held on Friday, April 18, 2025.

Parents must make appointments for registration and 
screening at this time. (See school information listed below.) 
If you are uncertain at which school your child should register, 
please contact the District Office at 789-7571 Ext 1024 .

According to Wyoming Statute 21-4-302 the age for 
registration in Kindergarten:

(b) A pupil may register in KINDERGARTEN in the public 
schools of this state in the year in which his/her fifth birthday 
falls, on or before September 15.

Any child who will be five years old on or before September 
15, 2025 is eligible for registration in Kindergarten.

At the time of registration in April, parents must supply the 
child’s original registered birth certificate or proof of birth. This 
certificate is required BEFORE a student may attend school. 
A copy will be made and the original returned to the parent. 
Parents also must supply an official record of their child’s current 
immunizations. 

Within 30 days of entering Kindergarten, each child should 
have 5 DPT, 4 OPV, 2 MMR, 2 Varicella (chicken pox) or 
documented history of chicken pox and the Hepatitis B series. At 
least one DPT and one OPV or IPV must have been administered 
on or after the child’s fourth birthday. The first dose of MMR and 
Varicella must have been received on or after 12 months of age 
and the 2nd dose by school entrance date. The Hepatitis B series 
requires 3 injections given over a 6 month period. Please call 
Public Health at 789-9203 or your child’s physician if you have 
questions regarding immunizations. It is also recommend that 
a Social Security number be secured for your child. For further 
information about Social Security numbers call 1-800-772-1213 
or go to www.socialsecurity.gov.

Parents of a child who will be eligible to attend kindergarten in 
the fall must call for a registration appointment with the school 
in their attendance area prior to April 18, 2025, between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Parents of a child with special needs who 
has not been involved with the Lincoln-Uinta Child Development 
Association should contact Matt Williams, at 789-7571, 
extension 1041.

Please tell the person making your appointment if you need a 
language interpreter or have other special needs.  Drop-ins on April 
18th may be turned away and asked to come another day.

Números de teléfono de la escuela:
Escuela Primaria Aspen:  .................................... 789-3106
Escuela Primaria Clark:  ..................................... 789-2833
Escuela Primaria North:  ..................................... 789-7658
Escuela Primaria Uinta Meadows: ........................  789-8098

COMUNICADO DE PRENSA PARA LAS 
INSCRIPCIONES DE KINDERGARTEN

La inscripción y evaluaciones de Kindergarten para el Distrito 
Escolar #1 del Condado de Uinta se llevará a cabo el Viernes, 18 
de Abril de 2025.

Los padres deben hacer citas para las inscripciones (antes de 
esta fecha. (Vea la información de la escuela abajo). Si no está 
seguro de qué escuela debe inscribirse su hijo(a), comuníquese 
con la Oficina del Distrito al 789-7571.

De acuerdo con el Estatuto de Wyoming 21-4-302, la edad para 
la inscripción en Kindergarten:

(b) Un alumno puede inscribirse en KINDERGARTEN en las 
escuelas públicas de este estado en el año en que su quinto 
cumpleaños caiga, antes o en el dia 15 de Septiembre.

Cualquier niño que tenga cinco años de edad antes del 15 de 
Septiembre de 2025 puede inscribirse en Kindergarten.

En el momento de la inscripción en Abril, los padres deben 
proporcionar el acta original de nacimiento registrado del niño 
o prueba de nacimiento. Este acta es requerido ANTES de que 
un estudiante pueda asistir a la escuela. Se hará una copia y 
se devolverá el original al padre. Los padres también deben 
proporcionar un registro oficial de las inmunizaciones actuales de 
su hijo(a). Dentro de los 30 días de ingresar al Kindergarten, cada 
niño debe tener 5 DPT (contra el difteria, tos ferina, y tétano), 4 OPV 
(contra el polio), 2 MMR (SRP), 2 varicela (varicela) o antecedentes 
documentados de varicela y la serie de Hepatitis B. Al menos 
una DPT y una OPV o IPV deben haber sido administradas en o 
después del cuarto cumpleaños del niño. La primera dosis de MMR 
y Varicella debe haberse recibido en o después de los 12 meses de 
edad y la segunda dosis en la fecha de ingreso a la escuela. La serie 
de la Hepatitis B requiere 3 inyecciones administradas durante un 
período de 6 meses. Por favor llame a la Salud Pública al 789-
9203 o al médico de su hijo(a) si tiene preguntas acerca de las 
vacunas. También se recomienda que se asegure un número de 
Seguro Social para su hijo(a). Para obtener más información sobre 
los números de Seguro Social, llame al 1-800-772-1213 o visite 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Los padres de un niño que será elegible para asistir a kindergarten 
en el otoño deben llamar para hacer una cita de registro con la 
escuela en su área antes de 18 de Abril de 2025 entre las 8:30 am 
y las 4:00 pm. Padres de un niño con necesidades especiales que 
no han estado involucrado con la Asociación de Desarrollo Infantil 
Lincoln-Uinta (LUCDA) debe comunicarse con Matt Williams, al 
789-7571, extensión 1041.

Las personas que lleguen el 18 de abril pueden sin una cita 
pueden ser rechazadas y se les puede pedir que vengan otro día.
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This Week in Uinta County We want to share your group’s or organization’s upcoming events with our readers.
Send your news and event information to editor@uintacountyherald.com.

Monday- Friday,
April 7-11
Adolescent Immuniza-
tion Action Week
Trust good resources, ask 
questions, schedule an ap-
pointment and know where 
to get vaccinated. Contact 
Uinta County Public Health 
in Evanston at 307-789-
9203 or in Lyman at 307-
787-3800.

Monday, April 7
Diaper Bank 
United Way of Southwest 
Wyoming will host its com-
munity diaper bank the first 
Monday of every month. It 
will be open from noon to 5 
p.m. at Uinta BOCES No. 
1, room 103. Anyone need-
ing diapers can participate; 

there is no income guideline 
to qualify. Must be a parent 
or legal guardian of a child. 

Tuesday, April 8
City Council Meeting
The Evanston City Council 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 8, at Evan-
ston City Hall.

Tuesday, April 8
School Board Meeting
The Uinta County School 
District No. 1 Board of 
Trustees will meet at 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 8, at 
the district’s administrative 
building at 537 10th St. in 
Evanston.

Thursday, April 10
Family Caregiver

Support Program
The Family Caregiver Sup-
port Program is scheduled 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 
10, at the Uinta County Se-
nior Citizens Center. Lunch 
will be available on the 
second Thursday of each 
month. 

Thursday, April 10
Chamber Lunch
The Evanston Chamber 
of Commerce presents 
the Wyoming Community 
Foundation for this month’s 
Lunch & Learn at noon on 
Thursday, April 10, at the 
Legal Tender. Cost is $12 
for Chamber members, $15 
for non-members; no charge 
if not eating.  

Friday, April 11
Spring Concert
The Evanston Civic Orches-
tra and Chorus presents 
its annual spring concert, 
“Handel’s Messiah,” at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, April 
11, at the Davis Middle 
School auditorium. Free ad-
mission and family friendly.  

Saturday, April 12
Devotion Champion-
ship Wrestling
Live professional wrestling 
brought to you by Devotion 
Championship Wrestling. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., bell 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 
12, at the Machine Shop in 
Evanston. Front row seats 
cost $25; second row $20; 
general admission $15.

April 11April 11
‘Handel’s Messiah’‘Handel’s Messiah’
Spring ConcertSpring Concert
7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.
Davis Middle SchoolDavis Middle School

Janelle Brown
Owner/Groomer

(307) 679-5421
337 Front St.

Evanston

littlepawswy.weebly.com

Brandon Linton • blinton89@icloud.com

• Fencing
• Epoxy Flooring
• Other Services

Call for a 
FREE estimate!

(971) 600-7744

Transportation 
Services

A PRIVATELY 
OWNED 

COMPANY

307-679-8790

HOURS:
Mon - Thurs 

6 am - 11 pm
6 am Friday

to 
10 pm Sunday

OUT OF TOWN 
RUNS - 100 

MILE RADIUS

1601 Harrison Drive
Evanston,WY 82930
(307) 789-3770

facebook.com/dadsicecreamwy
900 Main St., Evanston • 307-288-0750

Please use QR Code for Appointments

Hand Made and Fresh 
Baked Daily
1023 Main Street
Evanston, WY 82930

307-444-7747
thepiehole307@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

849 Front Street  •  Suite 101  •  Evanston, WY
Phone: (307) 789-6560  •  Fax: (307) 789-2700

Looking for a great place 
to advertise each week?

Call Brian or Jamie today at 
(307) 789-6560 to reserve this 

space for your business!
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Your Community
Connection.

From what’s on sale to who won the 
big game, the Uinta County Herald 
keeps you in the local loop.

Call 307-789-6560
to learn more or to start your 

subscription!

KALLAS
AUTOMOTIVE

Evanston’s only locally 
owned and operated 

auto parts store.

For all your
automotive 

repair needs!
744 Front Street • Evanston 789-3835

SPEND LOCALSPEND LOCAL
LIVE LOCALLIVE LOCAL

Pharmacy Tires

Brakes, Shocks, Struts,
Wheels, Alignments, Tires

217 Bear River Dr., Evanston
789-8632

Tools & Equipment

HILTI TOOL SALES
6022 Highway 89 • Evanston

307-789-0660

Tools &
Equipment 

Rental

Community Education

Providing Integrated Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services:

• Clinical Assessment - ASAM 
• Domestic Violence - Evaluation/Treatment

• Intensive Outpatient Program
• Telemedicine - Medication Management
• Case Management - Peer Specialist
•  Residential Housing for Adults

Professional Care... Personal Concern
Sliding Fee based on income and family size
307-789-7915 phone     307-789-6009 fax

www.pioneermhc.com

Counseling Services

Pioneer Counseling ServicesPioneer Counseling Services
350 City View Drive, Suite 206 • Evanston, WY 82930350 City View Drive, Suite 206 • Evanston, WY 82930

Financial Services

www.GoFirstBank.com |

1001 Main Street | 307.789.3864

Financial Services

Belaé
MED SPA

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

WENDY, RN INJECTOR 

TEXT, CALL OR DIRECT MESSAGE TODAY
@ B e l a e M e d S p a 307.799.7255

www.belaemedspa.com

Botox • Dermal Fillers • PDO Threads
Sculptra • Microneedling • Body Contouring

• Medical Grade Skin Care Products

Belaé
MED SPA

F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

WENDY, RN INJECTOR 

TEXT, CALL OR DIRECT MESSAGE TODAY
@ B e l a e M e d S p a 307.799.7255

www.belaemedspa.com

307-699-5989

Medical Aesthetics

www.belaeaesthetics.com

Counseling Services

FRONTIER 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES, LC

Individual, Couples & Family Therapy
Psychological Assessments • Alcohol and Drug Treatment

Organizational Business Training
Juliet L. Jett, Ph.D.

Julia Murray, LPC, LAT, SAP

307-789-6773

724 Front Street #230 • Evanston, WY
www.frontierpsychological.com

fpa@frontierpsych.com

Counseling Services

Sporting Goods

Shop Us FirstShop Us First
524 Front St. Evanston, WY

307-789-6788

Restaurant

1601 Harrison Drive 
Evanston, WY 82930
(307) 789-3770

Restaurant

Best Little Diner in Southwest Wyoming

JodyJody’’ss  DinerDiner

jodysdiner@yahoo.com www.jodys-diner.com
260 Bear River Dr., Evanston 307-789-8550

statebankwy.com

Banking Services

“By Locals, For Locals”
221 10th Street, Suite 103

Evanston, WY
(307) 677-8150
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Outdoors The beautiful outdoors of southwest Wyoming are a vital part of daily life in Evanston. Share with us information 
about and photos from your exciting outdoors adventures. Send them to editor@uintacountyherald.com.

BLM approves SW Wyoming 
carbon sequestration project

KEMMERER — The 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment issued a decision re-
cord and finding of no sig-
nificant impact approving 
a subsurface right-of-way 
for the Southwest Wyoming 
Carbon Dioxide Sequestra-
tion Project.

The decision authorizes 
Moxa Carbon Storage, LLC, 
to explore about 605,100 
acres of federal subsurface 
pore space as a potential 
site for permanent storage 
of carbon dioxide beneath 

Lincoln, Sweetwater, and 
Uinta counties.  

The approval does not 
authorize any surface-dis-
turbing activities or surface 
occupancy on BLM-ad-
ministered public lands. 
The next step is for Moxa 
to apply for Class VI un-
derground injection control 
well permits through the 
Wyoming Department of En-
vironmental Quality, which 
regulates the construction 
and operation of carbon di-
oxide injection wells.   

Carbon sequestration 
is the process of injecting 
carbon dioxide deep under-
ground, preventing it from 
entering the atmosphere, 
and aligns with President 
Trump’s executive order to 
Unleash American Energy.  

The decision and support-
ing documents are available 
at the BLM National NEPA 
Register. For more informa-
tion, please contact BLM 
Planning and Environmental 
Specialist Maura Bradshaw, 
at 307-352-0378.

As corner crossing opens 3M acres 
to public, advocates urge caution
Disappointed ranchers 
ponder potential 
‘conditions’ on newfound 
access to public lands.
By Angus M. Thuermer Jr.
WyoFile.com 

As access advocates celebrated a court 
decision guaranteeing access to 3 million 
acres of public land in Wyoming and 
five other states, they asked for caution, 
common sense and respect when corner 
crossing.

Hunters, hikers and others who corner 
cross need to understand the entirety of the 
recent decision by the U.S. 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, parties in the dispute 
said this week. A voice for ranchers said 
cattlemen were disappointed in the ruling. 
Jim Magagna raised the prospect of Wyo-
ming still imposing “conditions” on corner 
crossing to ensure all uses of public land 
are “compatible.”

Corner crossing is the act of stepping 
from one piece of public land to another 
in the checkerboard landscape of public/
private ownership. Corner crossers do not 
set foot on the kitty-corner pieces of pri-
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Narrow piece of wood
 5. African desert
11. Waxy covering on birds’ 

beaks
12. Sour
16. Infrequent
17. Former AL MVP Vaughn
18. Policemen wear one
19. Out of the question
24. Used to chop
25. Symptoms
26. Not moving
27. Folk singer DiFranco
28. Comedian Armisen
29. Quantitative fact
30. Incline from vertical
31. Scottish musician
33. Rooney and Kate are two
34. Positioned
38. A very short time
39. Tropical American shrubs
40. Yemen capital
43. Spanish municipality
44. Medical professionals
45. Fibrous material
49. Confined condition (abbr.)
50. Without covering
51. “Mad Men” honcho Don
53. Hockey position
54. Taste property
56. Fertile spots in a desert
58. They precede C
59. “Requiem for a Dream” 

actor Jared
60. Try a criminal case
63. Liberal rights organization
64. Spoke
65. Insect repellent
CLUES DOWN
 1. Unshaven facial hair
 2. More thin
 3. Show up
 4. Seethed
 5. Ancient Greek city
 6. Poisonous plant
 7. Hello
 8. College sports official
 9. Monetary unit of Russia
10. Wings
13. Take too much of a 

substance

14. A citizen of Uganda
15. Most appealing
20. Atomic #18
21. Global investment bank 

(abbr.)
22. Jewish calendar month
23. Popular sandwich
27. Swiss river
29. Incorrect letters
30. Popular entree
31. Foot (Latin)
32. A driver’s license is one 

form
33. Extinct flightless bird 
34. Appetizer
35. After battles
36. It neutralizes alkalis
37. Beverage container
38. Partner to “Pa”
40. Gray American rail
41. Salt of acetic acid
42. Canadian province
44. Dish made with lentils
45. Narrative poem of popular 

origin
46. For each one
47. Come to terms
48. Test
50. More dishonorable
51. Unit of loudness
52. The Ocean State
54. Monetary unit in Mexico
55. Lying down
57. Thus
61. Where LA is located
62. Western State

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Classified
Marketplace

FREE! Sell your household items for free!
Total value of item must be $300 or less. Free 
ads include 20 words or less and run 4 times.
Does not include garage sales.

CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Air and Water Purification

Quality Water®

Air Purification • Residential and Commercial Water Treatment
Water Softeners, Reverse  • Osmosis, Specialty Filters

Bottle-free Water Coolers

120 Yellow Creek | Evanston, WY
EvanstonWaterAir.com | (307) 306-9350

Drink Pure.
 Breathe Pure. 

Live Pure

Handyman Services

G’s Handyman Services
307-708-1997

Bradly.grant@yahoo.com
*Insured and licensed * Free Estimates * Guaranteed Work

• Interior/Exterior Painting • Trash Hauling • Decking 
• Porches and Walks • Home Remodeling • Power Washing 

• Lawn Services • Small Concrete Work • Moving Help
Senior and Veteran Discounts - No job is too small - Just call 

Let us help you when others won’t! 

LAVELL HEYREND ROBIN KLINE 
CLIENT ADVISOR 
 C : 3076796444 
 O : 3077892681 
624 Front Street  
Evanston WY, 82930 
Lavell.h@heritageEprice.com 

Project Manager 

143 Treat St, 
Lake Tahoe, CA, 43210 

www.vanarsdelltd.com 
robin@vanarsdelltd.com 
313.555.0113 

ROBIN KLINE ROBIN KLINE 
Project Manager 
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Lake Tahoe, CA, 43210 

www.vanarsdelltd.com 
robin@vanarsdelltd.com 
313.555.0113 
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Project Manager 
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Automobile Sales

Garage Doors

Integrity Garage Doors 

IntegrityGarageDoors 
IntegrityGarageDoors.com 

307.679.7686. 
+1.307.679.7686. 

Garage Doors     Repair     Service     Installation 

Your Honest Garage Door Solution 

524 Front Street , Evanston, WY • 307-789-6788524 Front Street , Evanston, WY • 307-789-6788
Follow us on Facebook @evanstonSportsworldFollow us on Facebook @evanstonSportsworld

We buy, sell and We buy, sell and 
trade used guns!trade used guns!

Sporting Goods

Tree Service

Out on a Limb Tree Services

FULLY LICENSED AND INSUREDFULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

Call/Text 307-313-9525
or call 208-945-1249

Tree Removal
Trimming
Pruning

Stump Grinding

Lot Clearing
Residential & 
Commercial
Bucket Truck 

Equipped

Your Business & ProfessionalPLEASE READ YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD OR DISPLAY 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
PUBLICATION. If there are 
mistakes notify us immediately. 
We will make changes for 
errors and/or adjust your bill 
but only if we receive notice on 
the first day the ad is published. 
We limit our liability to you in 
this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages, 
which may result from an error 
or omission in an ad. All ad 
copy must be approved by 
the newspaper which reserves 
the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser and not the 
newspaper are responsible for 
the truthful content of the ad. 
Advertising is also subject to 
credit approval.

103 Announcements

RECOVERY AND FAMILY 
SUPPORT MEETINGS
“No ma t t e r  wha t  you r 
c i r cums tance s ,  Hea l i ng 
Through the Savior, the 12 
Steps of Recovery, can help you 
come unto Christ and receive 
the blessings of recovery and 
healing.” There is also help for 
family members. Sunday 5pm, 
General 12-Step Recovery 
and 12-Principle Spouse and 
Family Support. Meetings held 
at Historic Chapel, Randolph, 
UT. No charge. Everyone 
welcome!
Mar 27-TFN

GET FREE EMAIL NO-
TIFICATIONS on routinely 
searched public notices, save 
search criteria, print multiple 
notices simultaneously, or re-
ceive automatic search results 
daily at wyopublicnotices.com.  
Monitor government actions like 
hearings, meetings, minutes, 
budgets, taxes, bids, elections, 
zoning, foreclosures and more 
in print and online published 
by your community newspaper, 
and SEARCH FOR FREE online 
at wyopublicnotices.com.   
wc

RECOVERY AND FAMILY 
SUPPORT MEETINGS
“No mat te r  wha t  your 
circumstances, Healing Through 
the Savior, the 12 Steps of 
Recovery, can help you come 
unto Christ and receive the 
blessings of recovery and 
healing.” There is also help for 
family members. Sunday 7pm, 
12-Step Recovery; Tuesday 
7pm, Men’s Pornography 12-
Step Recovery; and 12-Principle 
Spouse and Family Support. All 
meetings held at 632 Twin Ridge. 
No charge. Everyone welcome!
March 27-TFN

YOUR PET, YOUR HEART 
- A weekly meeting to have 
conversations about the joys and 
sadness around the creatures 
in our lives.  Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m., 937 Sage Street.  Call 
307-313-0964 for information. 
Aug 21 - TFN  

R E F U S E  T O  U S E 
GROUP of NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS in Evanston. 
All meetings start at 7:00 PM: 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday at 50 Yellow Creek Rd., 
Saturday and Sunday at 736 
Center St. All meetings are open. 
Please join us, we do recover!! 
www.rtuofna.org 
Jan 3-TFN

N A R C O T I C S 
ANONYMOUS- Living Proof 
Group of Evanston. Monday & 
Friday – 7:00 PM 10th & Center, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday 7:00 PM 10th & Sage. 
All meetings are Open. Phone 
307-789-3208 for questions or 
information.
TFN

ANGELS AMONG US 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 
5:30pm in back room at the 
Eagles 921 Front St. Volunteers 
welcome.
TFN

W I S H I N G  T O  B E 
TOBACCO-FREE? Free quit 
tobacco supplies offered by 
the Wyoming Department of 
Health. There is no charge 
to use the Wyoming Quit 
Tobacco Program. The program 
serves all Wyoming residents 
who want to quit tobacco. 
Phone coaching is provided 
to youth, age 12-17, without 
parental consent. Go online: 
wy.quitnet.com (24/7) By 
phone: 1-800-QUIT-NOW
TFN

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS HOTLINE 
307-288-5762.
TFN

THE WYOMING CANCER 
RESOURCE SERVICES 
program offers prevention, 
educat ion,  suppor t  and 
information about free screenings 
to eligible Southwest Wyoming 
residents. Early detection saves 
lives, 789-8771.
TFN

LIVING PROOF GROUP 
O F  N A R C O T I C S 
ANONYMOUS - (307-
789-3208)   Meet ings :   
Monday and Friday- 10th & 
Center Street. Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday 10th 
and Sage Street. All meetings 
start at 7:00 PM.
TFN

YOUR PET, YOUR HEART 
- A weekly meeting to have 
conversations about the joys and 
sadness around the creatures 
in our lives.  Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m., 937 Sage Street.  Call 
307-313-0964 for information. 
Aug 21 - TFN  

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS Living in the 
Solution Group. Daily at noon. 
Alano Club, 96 Allegiance 
Circle. AA Hotline: 307-288-
5762.
July 1-TFN

GRIEF SHARE:  New sessions 
will be starting on February 3, 
2025.  We meet in the BOCES 
building at 1013 W. Cheyenne 
Drive, Room 142, every Monday 
from February 3rd to May 5th, 
2025.  The sessions are from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  You will 
see videos about all aspects of 
grief, have group discussions 
and contemplate how what 
you learned will help you in 
your grief journey.  For more 
information, call Judy Alexander 
(307) 679-6284 or Jill Bass 
(307) 677-1399.
Jan 29 - Apr 30

173 Professional Services

REACH THOUSANDS with 
a WY Classified Advertising 
Network. For sale, services, help 
wanted, auctions and more! Ad-
vertise statewide for only $150. 
Contact your local newspaper.
wc

184 Rewards

SEE A CRIME? Rewards 
up to $1,000, callers remain 
anonymous. 24 hours a day. 
Uinta County Crime Stoppers: 
789-CASH (789-2274), or text 
to 708-CASH (708-2274).
TFN

185 Services & Repairs

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS!  No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-866-759-0710.
wc 

WE BUY 8,000 CARS a 
week. Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-877-582-0070 
wc

221  Help Wanted

WASHAKIE COUNTY is ac-
cepting applications for a Building 
Maintenance Manager to oversee 
maintenance, repairs of county 
buildings and grounds, supervises 
custodial staff and contractors, 
manages budgets and schedules, 
snow removal and lawn care. For 
a full job description and appli-
cation visit www.washakiecounty.
net Salary: $50,000–$60,000/
year DOE. 
wc

 SPOT ADS
 GET READ!

 Y o u ’re rea d ing  o ne no w !
 C a ll  789-6560

 to pla ce your a d toda y!

GET ON A ROLL with the Her-
ald Classifieds. Call 789-6560
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PUBLIC NOTICES: Because the People Must Know

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF EVANSTON

EVANSTON, WYOMING
EVANSTON TRANSMISSION PIPELINE 2022

The City of Evanston (Owner) is requesting Bids for the con-
struction of the Evanston Transmission Pipeline 2022.

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at 1200 
Main Street, Evanston, Wyoming, 82930, until April 16, 2025 at 
2:00 pm local time. At that time the Bids received will be publicly 
opened and read.

The Project includes the following work:
• Approximately 7,500 feet of 18” fused HDPE pipe
• Air valves, valves, and miscellaneous fittings
• Connection to existing waterlines
Owner anticipates that the Project’s total bid price will be approx-

imately $3,250,000.00. The Project is expected to be substantially 
complete by October 31, 2025.

Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be 
requested from:
Taylor Kofoed, J-U-B Engineers Brian Deeter, J-U-B Engineers
tkofoed@jub.com brd@jub.com
307-660-3621 801-726-5819

The designated contact will be periodically sending addenda, lists 
of registered plan holders, reports, and other information relevant to 
submitting a Bid for the Project. All official notifications, addenda, 
and other Bidding Documents will be offered only through the 
designated contact. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible 
for Bidding Documents, including addenda, if any, obtained from 
sources other than the designated contact.

A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on April 8, 2025 
at 10:30 am local time at 1200 Main Street, Evanston, Wyoming, 
82930. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is encouraged but not 
required.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informality or to 
reject any or all Bids. Each Bidder must deposit with his Bid, a bid 
security subject to the conditions provided in the Instructions to 
Bidders. Wyoming Contractors and suppliers will be given a 5% 
preference in bidding. For all further requirements regarding bid 
submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer to the 
Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents. 

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: City of Evanston
By: Damon Newsome
Title: City Engineer

PUBLISHED: March 19, 26, April 2, 2025 03197

NOTICE TO WATER USERS
The applications below were filed with the Division of Water 

Rights in Uintah County, Utah. These are informal proceedings 
per Rule 655-6-2. Protests concerning an application must be 
legibly written or typed, contain the name and mailing address of 
the protesting party, STATE THE APPLICATION NUMBER PRO-
TESTED, CITE REASONS FOR THE PROTEST, and REQUEST 
A HEARING, if desired. Also, A $15 FEE MUST BE INCLUDED 
FOR EACH APPLICATION PROTESTED. Protests must be filed 
with the Division of Water Rights on or before Apr. 22, 2025 either 
electronically using the Division`s on-line Protest of Application 
form, by hand delivery to a Division office, or by mail at PO Box 
146300, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300. Please visit waterrights.
utah.gov or call (801)538-7240 for additional information.

NEW APPLICATION(S)
23-4048 (A84576): Mykah & Kristan Trujillo propose(s) using 

1.48 ac-ft. from groundwater (1.3 miles South of Woodruff) for 
DOMESTIC; IRRIGATION; STOCKWATERING.

23-4049 (A84593): Ryan Johnson propose(s) using 1.48 ac-ft. 
from groundwater (4.5 miles NE of Sage Creek Jct.) for DOMESTIC; 
IRRIGATION; STOCKWATERING.

Teresa Wilhelmsen, P.E.
State Engineer

Published in Uinta Co. Herald on Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 2025        03263

AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
The Evanston Housing Authority welcomes public comments and 

recommendations on the 5-year PHA plan. The plan and pertaining 
documents are available for review at 155 Apache Drive in Evanston. 
All public comments will be taken until May 7, 2025, at 2 p.m.
PUBLISHED: March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2025 03264

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF UINTA, 

STATE OF WYOMING 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF )
BONNIE LOU TAYLOR,  )           Civil No.
    Deceased.  ) 2025-CV - 0000027

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
The creditors, heirs, devisees and all other persons interested in 

the estate of BONNIE LOU TA YLOR, deceased, take notice that 
Desiree Workman, a/k/a Desiree Snyder has filed an application in 
the District Court within and for Uinta County, Wyoming, alleging 
that BONNIE LOU TAYLOR died on December 9, 2024; and that she 
owned and left real property in Uinta County, Wyoming, as follows: 

The real property is more particularly described as follows: 
The West 79 feet of Lot 2 in Block 9 of the Town of Mountain 

View, Uinta County, Wyoming, filed April 8, 1898, in Instrument 
No. 4090, in the office of the Uinta County Clerk. 

and praying that the Court enter a decree establishing that the 
right and title to the real property and personal property described 
herein above be distributed to the following individuals: 

Name Age Share
DESIREE WORKMAN, daughter Legal 1/3
a/k/a/ DESIREE SNYDER
AMBER KLEINER, daughter Legal 1/3 
BIRCH WILLIAM TAYLOR, son Legal  1/3 
You are hereby notified that if no objection to the application 

has been filed within thirty (30) days of the first publication of this 
Notice, the Court will enter a Decree establishing the right and title 
to the foregoing property in favor of the foregoing party or parties. 

DATED this 18 day of March, 2025
/s/ DESIREE WORKMAN
a/k/a DESIREE SNYDER, 

Petitioner
PUBLISHED: March 26, April 2, 2025 03261

NOTICE OF REAL ESTATE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby given, pursuant to Wyoming Stat. Ann. § 
34-4-101 et seq., that:

Ted Paskett, as obligor and mortgagor, executed a Home Equity 
Line Credit Agreement in favor of Zions First National Bank, nka 
Zions Bancorporation N.A., secured by a Mortgage in favor of Zions 
First National Bank nka Zions Bancorporation N.A. as mortgagee.

The Mortgage is dated October 14, 2010, and recorded October 
14, 2010, as entry no. R153432, in Book 957, at pages 750 et seq., 
in the office of the Uinta County Clerk, Wyoming.

The amount due to Zions Bancorporation N.A., as of the date of 
this notice is Fifty-Eight Thousand, Six Hundred Seventeen Dollars 
and 00/100 ($58,617.00), plus attorney’s fees incurred.

The Mortgaged Premises is identified as:
Lot 8 in Block 11 of the Centennial Valley Estates 1st Addition 

now being located in the City of Evanston, Uinta County, Wyoming, 
according to plat recorded December 9, 1980, as instrument no. 
356758 and correction affidavit recorded June 22, 1990 in Book 575, 
Page 355, in the office of the Uinta County Clerk.

The property may be commonly known as 97 Union Circle, 
Evanston, Wyoming.

Default in the payment of principal and interest has occurred 
under the terms of the Home Equity Line Credit Agreement and the 
Mortgage.  The Mortgage contains a power of sale which, by reason 
of default, the Mortgagee declares to have become operative, and 
no suit or proceeding has been instituted at law to recover the debt 
secured by the Mortgage or any part thereof, nor has any such suit 
or proceeding been instituted and the same discontinued. A written 
notice of intent to foreclose the Mortgage was issued on February 
14, 2025, to the mortgagor, and to the record owner and party in 
possession of the mortgaged property.

The above-described Mortgaged Premises will be sold at public 
vendue by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff of Uinta County, Wyoming, 
to the highest bidder for cash, at the hour of ten o’clock a.m. (10:00 
a.m.) on the 30th day of April, 2025, at the information desk at the 
Uinta County Courthouse, 225 9th Street, Evanston, Wyoming 82930, 
subject to redemption as provided by law.  The terms of sale are cer-
tified funds payable within one hour of the end of sale.  A certificate 
of purchase will be issued upon payment in full.

The property being foreclosed upon may be subject to other liens 
and encumbrances that will 

not be extinguished at the sale and any prospective purchaser 
should research the status of title before submitting a bid.

Dated this 24th day of March, 2025.
Zions Bancorporation, N.A.

Steven T. Waterman, Attorney 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

111 S. Main St., Suite 2100
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

(801) 933-7360
Published April 2, 9, 16 & 23, 2025 04026

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
To: Whom It May Concern - Notice is hereby given that on April 

15, 2025, 10 a.m., at 308 Elm St., , Lyman, WY 82937 the under-
signed will sell at public auction in accordance with 29-7-101: 2009 
Harley Davidson, VIN 1HD1CZ3129K421531 for $2,000.00; 1985 
Chevy, VIN 1GBJK34M9FS153281 for $500.00; 2001 Volkswagen, 
VIN 3VWCK21C41M453965 for $125.00 for services rendered.

Dated: March 26, 2025  Larry Castle
PUBLISHED: April 2, 9, 2025 03021

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Wyoming Public Service Commission (Commission) ap-

proved the Application of Questar Gas Company, d/b/a Enbridge Gas 
Wyoming (Enbridge or the Company) to amortize the Conservation 
Enabling Tariff Balancing Account resulting in a rate increase to 
$0.28151 per dekatherm (Dth), for all General Service Small (GSS) 
class customers, and a rate increase to $0.05480 per Dth, for all 
General Service Large (GSL) class customers, effective for usage 
on and after November 1, 2024. The Company submitted additional 
applications, requesting rate changes to take effect concurrently with 
this filing, resulting in an overall rate decrease of $0.24408 per Dth 
for GSS class customers.

The proposed changes are based on the amortizations of under 
collected balances of $676,747.14 for GSS and $52,694.56 for GSL 
as of August 2024, and on a 12-month test year ending October 
31, 2025. The Company’s proposal results in an annual increase of 
approximately $20.44 or 2.43% before taxes, for a residential cus-
tomer using 80 Dth. However, when combined with other proposed 
rate changes taking effect on November 1, 2024, the net result is a 
decrease of $19.53 or 2.32% before taxes, for a residential customer 
using 80 Dth annually. Actual bills will vary with usage.

Enbridge’s Application is available at the Commission or online 
at: https://dms.wyo.gov/external/publicusers.aspx (Enter Record 
No. 17692).

Anyone desiring to file a statement, intervention petition, protest, 
or request for hearing must file with the Commission in writing, on 
or before April 21, 2025. A proposed intervention or request for 
hearing shall set forth the grounds, the position, and interest of the 
petitioner in this proceeding. Docket No. 30010-229-GT-24 in your 
communications.

If you wish to participate in this matter and you require reasonable 
accommodation for a disability, contact the Commission at (307) 
777-7427, or 2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
82002. Communications impaired persons may contact the Com-
mission by accessing Wyoming Relay at 711.

Dated: March 25, 2025.
PUBLISHED: April 2, 9, 2025 04023

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the provisions of the Wyoming Environmental 

Quality Act and Chapter 1 of the Solid Waste Rules, Uinta County 
has submitted a renewal permit application for the Bridger Valley 
transfer station.

This facility provides for the transfer of municipal solid wastes 
and construction and demolition wastes which have been generated 
within the eastern portion of Uinta County. The 10 acre facility is 
located approximately 7 miles North of Mt. View, Wyoming on 
Highway 414. More specifically, this facility is located in the SE 1/4 
of Section 10, T16N, R115W, in Uinta County, Wyoming. The life 
of the facility is indefinite as it is a transfer station.

The Department of Environmental Quality, Solid and Hazardous 
Waste Division (DEQ) has issued a proposed permit for this facility. 
Copies of the permit application, the DEQ’s review of the application, 
and the proposed permit can be viewed at DEQ’s Cheyenne office 
at 200 West 17th Street.

Any interested person has the right to file written comments, in-
cluding objections on the proposed permit. The period for providing 
comments on the proposed permit shall begin on April 2, 2025 and 
end on May 9, 2025. Any written comments must be received by 
5:00 PM on the last day of the notice period. Comments must be 
submitted in writing to the Department of Environmental Quality, 
Todd Parfitt, Director, 200 West 17th Street, Cheyenne, WY 82002 
or submitted using the DEQ comment portal provided at https://shw.
wyomingdeq.commentinput.com/.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, special 
assistance or alternative formats will be made available upon request 
for individuals with disabilities.

Para español, visite deq.wyoming.gov. 
Published in the Uinta County Herald April 2, April 9, 2025 04027

PUBLIC NOTICE
Uinta County Fire and Ambulance is accepting bids for a 2012 

Dodge Ambulance Chassis. The chassis has approximately 112,000 
miles on it. The vehicle can be inspected at 99 East Hayden Ave., 
in Evanston.

Please send bids to equinney@uintafire.org or mail them to Uinta 
County Fire and Ambulance, Attn: Eric Quinney, 99 East Hayden 
Ave., Evanston, WY 82930. Bids will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. 
on April 14. The Joint Powers Board has the right to refuse any bids.
PUBLISHED: April 2, 2025 04024

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICTWITHIN AND FOR UINTA COUNTY, WYOMING

In the Matter of the Estate of )
STEVEN JOE MCBRIDE, Deceased. ) Civil No. 2025-CV-0028

NOTICE OF HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 28th day of April, 2025, 

at the Uinta County Courthouse in Evanston, Wyoming, at the hour 
of 1:00 o’clock p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard, the Court will conduct a hearing on the Petition of Jack Roger 
McBride for the ancillary administration of the Estate of Steven Joe 
McBride, deceased, who was a resident of the County of Montague, 
State of Texas, and who owned property in the County of Uinta, State 
of Wyoming, not exceeding the value of $200,000.00.

Any person objecting to said Petition may appear at said hearing 
and show cause for his/her objection.

If no objection is made to said Petition on the day set for hearing, 
then the Court shall make an Order admitting to record in this Court 
the file-marked copies of the proceedings of the County Court of 
Montague for the State of Texas, and said proceedings shall be con-
sidered and treated from that time as original proceedings in the court.

DATED this 24th day of March, 2025.
/s/ Judge James Kaste

PUBLISHED: April 2, 9 and 16, 2025 04022

PUBLIC NOTICE
Uinta County Commission is soliciting qualifications and ex-

perience information to be used in selecting a principal consultant 
to provide aviation engineering/consulting services for the Fort 
Bridger Airport. Services to be provided are included in the Request 
for Qualifications and Experience solicitation document. Interested 
firms should contact the following to obtain a copy: 

1. Mr. Jeff Breininger, 
 Uinta County Maintenance 225 9th Street 
 Evanston, WY. 82930 
 Phone (307) 783-0507 Cell (307) 799-5513 
 Jebreininger@uintacountywy.gov 
2. Submittals are due on May 30th 2025, by 4:00 pm.

PUBLISHED: April 2, 9, 16, 2025 0402 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF UINTA, 

STATE OF WYOMING 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF )                Civil No. 
DORIS EDITH SIEVERS,  ) 202S-CV- 0000033
a/k/a DORIS SIEVERS  ) 
        Deceased.  ) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
The creditors, heirs, devisees and all other persons interested in 

the estate of DORIS EDITH SIEVERS, a/k/a DORIS SIEVERS, 
deceased, take notice that Carla Sievers, a/k/a Carla Sievers Ronning 
has filed an application in the District Court within and for Uinta 
County, Wyoming, alleging that DORIS EDITH SIEVERS, a/kJa 
DORIS SIEVERS died on February 21, 2025; and that she owned 
and left real property in Uinta County, Wyoming, as follows: 

The real property is more particularly described as follows: 
Lot 2 in Block 4 of the Mountain View Park Two Second Addition, 

a subdivision located in Uinta County, Wyoming, according to the 
plat recorded November 24, 1980 as Instrument #R356178, in the 
Office of the Uinta County Clerk. 

The applicant prays that the Court enter a decree establishing that 
the right and title to the real property and personal property described 
hereinabove be distributed to the following individuals, as set forth in 
Paragraph III of the Will of Doris Edith Sievers, a/k/a Doris Sievers: 

Name  Age  Share
DEBORAH SIEVERS SCHUTTEMEIER  Legal  1/3 
Daughter   
CARLA SIEVERS,  Legal  1/3
alk/a CARLA SIEVERS RONNING   
Daughter   
JOAN SIEVERS ZIER, Daughter  Legal  1/3 
You are hereby notified that if no objection to the application 

has been filed within thirty (30) days of the first publication of this 
Notice, the Court will enter a Decree establishing the right and title 
to the foregoing property in favor of the foregoing party or parties. 

DATED 24th day of March, 2025.
Carla J. Sievers

a/k/a Carla Sievers Ronning
Petitioner

PUBLISHED: April 2, 9, 2025 04028

INVITATION TO BID
The Evanston Police Department is accepting bids for three (3) 

2025 or newer 4x4 half-ton pickups. A bid package can be found on 
the City of Evanston’s web page or at City Hall located at 1200 Main 
Street. Sealed bids must be received no later than 12:00 p.m. April 18, 
2025. All bids must be turned in by this deadline to be considered. 
PUBLISHED: April 2, 9, 2025 04025

Public Notices

SEASONAL FACILITIES 
MAINTENANCE.  The City 
of Evanston is accepting appli-
cations for a summer seasonal 
Facilities Maintenance Tech to 
assist in the maintenance and 
repair of city buildings. Tues-
day through Saturday, 6 am -3 
pm.  Minimum Qualifications: 
18 years of age, valid driver’s 
license. $15.00/hr. Open until 
filled.  Applications and job 
descriptions are available at City 
Hall, 1200 Main Street, Evan-
ston, WY or www.evanstonwy.
org. EOE/ADA 
Mar 19-Apr 02

PART-TIME 16-20 HOUR 
POSITIONS FOR RN at 
Premier Surgical Center. Will be 
working in the areas of PACU 
and Pre-op care.  Able to accept 
other duties as assigned, must be 
self-motivated, and able to work 
with little supervision. Currently, 
licensures are required. Email- 
rhutchinson@premiersurgcen-
ter.com Phone-307-444-3600.
April 2-16

FULL-TIME 32-HOUR PO-
SITIONS FOR RN at Premier 
Surgical Center.   Will be 
working in the areas of PACU 
and Pre-op care.  Able to accept 
other duties as assigned, must be 
self-motivated, and able to work 
with little supervision.  Currently, 
licensures are required. Email- 
rhutchinson@premiersurgcen-
ter.com Phone-307-444-3600.
April 2-16

S E A S O N A L  M A I N -
TENANCE OPERATOR 
TRAINEE. The City of Evan-
ston is accepting applications 
for a summer seasonal Main-
tenance Operator Trainee to 
perform labor for construction, 
grounds, streets, water and 
related maintenance activities. 
Minimum Qualifications: 18 
years of age, valid driver’s 
license. $15.00/hr.  Open 
until filled. Applications and 
job descriptions are available 
at City Hall, 1200 Main Street, 
Evanston, WY or www.evan-
stonwy.org. EOE/ADA 
Mar 19-Apr 02

THE CITY OF EVANSTON 
is accepting applications for a 
Wastewater Operator. This po-
sition is responsible for the op-
eration and maintenance of the 
wastewater treatment plant and 
related infrastructure. Full time 
position with benefits. Applica-
tions and job description can 
be obtained at City Hall, 1200 
Main St, or www.evanstonwy.
org. Open until filled. Entry 
Salary $50,745.19(annual) 
Apr 2-9

359 Miscellaneous for Sale

QUEEN-SIZE SPRING AIR 
back supporter mattress with box 
spring and frame. $120. Please 
call 307-708-6420.
March 26-April 16

221  Help Wanted

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-855-397-8581
wc 

368 Pets & Supplies

CORGI PUPPIES ARE BACK 
at the Trabing Store! Registered 
Corgi puppies, shots and de-
wormed. 371 Trabing Rd., 
Buffalo. Tel. 307-217-9737. 
wc

SELL IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
Call 789-6560 to place your ad.
TFN

420 Lots & Acreage

T W O  A D J O I N I N G 
BUILDING LOTS One with 
a foundation suitable for a 
stick built home or modular 
home 30.4’ x 50’ is $70,000. 
Adjoining vacant lot is $50,000. 
Call 307-677-4460.
Mar 19-Apr 2

601 Apartments for Rent

LARGE 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
apar tmen t s ,  sma l l  dog 
with deposit. Furnished & 
unfurnished. 789-8569.
April 5-TFN

FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, full 
bath, W/D, includes natural 
gas and city services.  307-
231-3565
Mar 19-Apr 2

221  Help Wanted 359 Miscellaneous for Sale

CLEAR IT OUT!
Turn your Turn your 

cluTTer inTo cluTTer inTo 
cash wiTh cash wiTh 
The herald The herald 
classifieds.classifieds.
call 307-789-6560call 307-789-6560

or drop by or drop by 
849 fronT sTreeT849 fronT sTreeT
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vate land but necessarily pass through the 
airspace above it.

The March 18 appeals court decision 
affects access to 3 million acres in 10th 
Circuit states — Wyoming, Colorado, 
Utah, New Mexico, Kansas and Oklaho-
ma, according to onX, the digital mapping 
company that’s been a key player in the 
five-year legal drama.

Western ranching custom and culture 
treated corner crossing as a trespass; a 
prosecutor in Carbon County brought the 
practice’s legality to a head in 2022 by 
citing four hunters for corner crossing to 
hunt public land on Elk Mountain. The 10th 
circuit said it is illegal to block access in 
such cases, meaning the public can reach 
its checkerboard land without fear of being 
convicted of trespassing.

“I didn’t go cheer,” said Magagna, 
executive vice president of the Wyoming 
Stock Growers Association. “There’s real 
concern,” he said, citing potential for tres-
passing and conflicts between hikers or 
hunters and herds of stock.

Buzz Hettick, co-chair of Wyoming 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, saw less 
worry. “There’s more work in the future to 
educate landowners and [the public] on how 
we go about this in the right way,” he said. 
His group spearheaded the hunters’ defense 
in criminal and civil court cases.

16 feet
The digital mapping company onX uses 
GPS satellites combined with public land 
records to show cellphone app users their 
location in the field. With the app, public 
land users can locate property boundaries 
with a measured degree of accuracy.

In the Carbon County case, four Mis-
souri hunters used the app to approach a 
surveyed monument at a common check-
erboard corner. Once they sighted it, they 
were able to pass over the corner without 
touching private land.

All of those details, and more, are 
important, onX said on its website. The 
10th Circuit ruling relied on an 1885 law 
that guaranteed access where “access to 
public lands is otherwise restricted,” the 
company states.

“This ruling indicates that if there’s 
another public route into a parcel of public 
land, the corner may not offer a short cut 
or alternative access point,” onX cautions. 
The company states that it is not giving 
legal advice and says the particular alter-
native-access issue “is not clarified” by the 
appeals court.

Most GPS systems are accurate to only 
about 16 feet, but corner crossing is “a 
game of inches,” the company says. “You 
need to have absolute certainty about the 
location of the legal corner.

“Don’t cross unless you can find a 
physical survey marker, usually called a 

‘pin’ or ‘monument,’” onX states. Corner 
monuments need to be “survey-grade.” 
Although almost all of the Western land 
boundaries in question have been surveyed, 
not all of the corner monuments are easy 
to see or locate, and some may have been 
removed by one force or another.

Magagna, Hettick and onX agree that 
fences may not be exactly on property 
boundaries, so hikers and hunters must be 
aware of that. It is a hunter’s responsibility, 
Hettick said, to know where she or he is.

Finally, it’s possible a local sheriff could 
cite a corner crosser for trespassing. Al-
though the federal court case would likely 
nullify that citation, “unfortunately, that 
would only happen when the case got to 
court,” onX said.

Fence lines
“We may have to live with this,” Magag-

na said of the six-state decision. However, 
he noted, Elk Mountain Ranch owner Fred 
Eshelman, the Carbon County landowner 
who sued Missouri hunters Brad Cape, 
John Slowensky and Phillip Yeomans and 
Zach Smith in civil court, could ask the 
entire 10th Circuit Court to review the case. 
He could also ask the Supreme Court of the 
United States to take up an appeal.

“I think there’s real concern … issues,” 
Magagna said. “All these fence lines and 
corners are not correct.”

What can a hiker or hunter do, he asked, 
on public land where there’s a herd of cattle 
or sheep?

Ranchers wonder, “are there conditions 
I can place on [public access] to make it 
compatible with other uses?” he said. The 
court decision “opens some opportunity to 
us to do something different in Wyoming.”

What that “something different” might 
be and whether it blocks access in a way 
the 10th Circuit said would be illegal is un-
certain. But the court appeared to conclude 
that any blockage, threats, intimidation, 
fences and Wyoming trespass laws cannot 
be used against corner crossers.

Right now, the Wyoming Legislature 
has proposed taking up the issue as a study 
topic before the next legislative session 
begins at the start of 2026. The Joint Travel, 
Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resourc-
es Committee has proposed corner crossing 
as its fourth-priority topic.

Discussion would begin with the 2025 

House Bill 99, “Access to public lands-cor-
ner crossing,” according to the proposed 
study topic. That measure would have made 
corner crossing legal under Wyoming law, 
but it never saw debate during the session 
and died.

Badass chapter
Conservationists hailed the 10th Circuit 

decision. Green Latinos, Western Wa-
tersheds Project, Earthjustice and Sierra 
Club Outdoors for All Campaign all issued 
statements applauding the decision.

“This case was about a multi-millionaire 
trying to prevent access to public lands so 
he could have it for himself,” Earthjustice 
said. The ruling “facilitates wildlife man-
agement, supports ecological research, 
and deepens people’s connection with the 
landscape,” Western Watersheds said.

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers “and 
our badass Wyoming Chapter” led the 
charge for the favorable corner-crossing 
decision, said Patrick Berry, president 
& CEO of the nationwide Backcountry 
Hunters and Anglers group. “BHA chapters 
helped raise over $200,000 for the legal de-
fense of the hunters,” he said in a statement.

“The fundraising was a big deal,” 
Wyoming chapter co-chair Hettick said. 
MeatEater television and podcast host 
Steven Rinella offered his platforms for 
fundraising, Hettick said. Others helped, 
including access advocate Jeff Muratore, 
who wrangled attorneys for the hunters’ 
defense, Hettick said.

“Of all the conservation organizations 
out there, it was BHA and MeatEater that 
stepped up to the plate,” Hettick said. “It 
was one core group of guys willing to put 
themselves out there for access.”

“It was something that needed clarity,” 
he said. “I think it’s a good thing that [the 
10th Circuit] did take their time and get 
it right.”

Although disagreeable, the decision 
that corner crossers “stay in the air” and 
not touch any property is far better than a 
ruling that would have said someone can 
actually set foot on private land, Magagna 
said. “It was rather narrow,” he said of the 
decision.

WyoFile is an independent nonprofit 
news organization focused on Wyoming 
people, places and policy.

CAUTION / from B6

Outdoors The beautiful outdoors of southwest Wyoming are a vital part of daily life in Evanston. Share with us information 
about and photos from your exciting outdoors adventures. Send them to editor@uintacountyherald.com.

WGFD supervisor Keith announces retirement
GREEN RIVER — After 30 years of 

dedicated service to the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department, Green River Regional 
Fisheries Supervisor Robb Keith announced 
his retirement, effective March 25.

Keith began his career in Wyoming as a 
fisheries technician in Laramie. In 1996, he 
accepted a permanent position as a regional 
fisheries biologist in Green River.

His leadership and expertise led to his 
promotion in 2003 to Green River Region-
al Fisheries Supervisor, where he made a 
lasting impact on fisheries management in 
southwest Wyoming.

During this time, Keith mentored numer-
ous biologists who have gone on to have 
successful careers with Game and Fish, as 
well as other places. 

“Robb is a passionate and dedicated 
fisheries professional,” said Alan Osterland, 
Game and Fish chief of fisheries. “His lead-
ership in aquatic invasive species prevention, 
native fisheries conservation and sport fish-
eries management has been instrumental in 
advancing the department’s mission.”

Keith is highly respected within the 
fisheries community. His collaborative 
approach has contributed to the success of 
many large native fish conservation projects. 
His outreach efforts to engage the public 
and gain support for fisheries regulations 
have been exemplary. Among his many ac-
complishments, Keith has worked tirelessly 
to manage Flaming Gorge Reservoir — one 
of his greatest passions.

Throughout his career, Keith has been 
recognized for his outstanding contribu-
tions to fisheries management. His awards 
include the Trout Unlimited Conservator of 
the Year, the Colorado-Wyoming Chapter 
of the American Fisheries Society Max 
Rollefson Award of Merit, the Green River 
Region Peer Recognition Award and two 
Game and Fish Team of the Year Awards 
for Flaming Gorge Kokanee Spawning and 
Aquatic Invasive Species Rapid Response 
Plans.

Upon retirement, Keith plans to do what 
he loves most— hunting and fishing in the 
great outdoors.

Robb Keith reels in a fish. Keith, the longtime Green River Regional Fisheries supervisor for the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department, retired last week. (COURTESY PHOTO)

* * * FREE BUCKET * * *
WITH PURCHASES $50 OR MORE

* * O N E  D A Y * *
O N L Y

MOST EVERYTHING PACKED
INTO YOUR BUCKET*

*Bucket Sale discounts valid April 5, 2025, only. Limit one bucket and one offer redemption per customer. Ammo, optics, and 
reloading are 10% off. Firearms are 5% off. See store or murdochs.com/details for full exclusions and rules.

10%
OFF

Most Everything Else 
Not In Your Bucket

%
OFF2020%%
OFFOFF

Saturday, April 5BB  ucketucket
SALESALE

murdochs.com

Evanston, WY  |  120 Beckers Circle  |  307.789.4900  |  murdochs.com

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
WE SPECIALIZE IN LARGE, DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Proper Pruning
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing • Bucket Truck Equipped

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Wyoming: Call/Text 307-313-9525Wyoming: Call/Text 307-313-9525
Idaho: 208-945-1249Idaho: 208-945-1249

Outonalimb208@gmail.comOutonalimb208@gmail.com

Sewer Pros in Rock Springs, WY, 
is not only your trusted solution 
for sewer line repair but also for 

all of your HVAC needs.
SPECIAL OFFERS!

Call or Text 307-350-1402

• We’re waiving all travel fees within 100 miles 
of Rock Springs for sewer services.

• To celebrate our new HVAC services, we’re 
offering Furnace Maintenance for just $89!

Stay warm this winter and stress-free all year. Call Sewer Pros today!

We’re Heating Things Up!
We are here for all 
your heating and 
cooling needs.



849 Front Street, Suite 101 • Evanston, WY 82930
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• Progress, opportunity and some challenges at senior center ~ C2

• Evanston ranked a top spot to retire in the west ~ C2

• Festival for Families donates to local senior center ~ C3

• Volunteering is good for your health ~ C3

• Trona Valley supports Uinta County SAFV Task Force ~ C4
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Progress, challenges and opportunities 
for local senior citizens’ center

By Kayne Pyatt
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON — The Uin-
ta Senior Citizens’ Center 
has had its share of ups and 
downs in its long life in Evan-
ston. In November of 2022, 
a new board of directors was 
recruited and together they 
began the process of reor-
ganizing and repairing the 
reputation of the center.

Board chair Mike Davis 
said, “I am very pleased with 
the volunteers on the board; 
they are dedicated and have 
a good attitude. We all just 
want to make the center 
successful. The smartest 
thing we did was to hire 
Glen Roach as the executive 
director in March 2023.”

The board of directors 
includes Davis as chair and 
Daryl Fisher as treasurer, 
along with Wendy Schuler, 
Amelia Rutner, David St. 
Priest and Patricia Arnold. 

Davis said Joy Bell has 
served as a volunteer advisor 
to the board and her help has 
been invaluable.

According to  Roach, 
Uinta Senior Citizens Inc. 
(USCI) recently completed 
its independent audit for 
fiscal year 2024. Decoria & 
Company PC completed the 
audit on Feb. 28. The auditor 
confirmed that USCI is head-
ed in the right direction and 
is in compliance by partici-
pating in independent audits 
as required by agencies that 
receive state and federal 
grants to provide services to 
senior citizens. 

Roach said that, prior to 
the new board and director 
taking over, the audits re-

Uinta Senior Citizens board chair Mike Davis and senior center executive director Glen Roach recently met with the Herald to talk about the progress the organization 
has made over the past couple of years. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

quired by law were not being 
done. Decoria & Company 
PC had done audits for 2022 
and 2023 after the new board 
had taken over. The compa-
ny said the audit for 2024 
was much easier than the 
two audits they previously 
conducted and that USCI 
had greatly improved.

USCI also completed its 

“time study” for the fiscal 
year, a federal requirement 
that shows how staff in the 
agency spend their time 
meeting the needs of persons 
served. This is required to 
be in compliance with fed-
eral law for agencies that 
receive state and federal 
funds to provide services 
to seniors. This time study 

was also not being done 
prior to the new board and 
director taking over. USCI 
could have lost grants due 
to non-compliance and the 
city of Evanston did stop 
contributing funds.

Thirty-four employees 
make up the staff at USCI 
in Evanston and Bridger 
Valley. Those employees, 

Roach said, are dedicated 
to the mission of “providing 
services that support and 
help the ability of elderly 
persons to live more stable, 
independent and fulfilling 
lives in the community.” 

“These services are criti-
cal to help our seniors avoid 
premature institutionaliza-
tion that would cost tax-

payers much more money,” 
Roach said.

USCI delivers 100,000 
h o m e  m e a l s  a n n u a l l y 
throughout Uinta County 
— 75,000 in the Evanston 
area and 25,000 in Bridger 
Valley. Food and gasoline 
costs are rising. In the Evan-
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Magazine names Evanston top-10 place to retire in the west
By Bryon Glathar
Herald Managing Editor

Travel and Leisure magazine 
recently included Evanston in a 
list of “10 best places to retire in 
the Western US if you love the 
outdoors.”

The report, which it says is 
based on data from Investopedia, 
came out on March 11, and said 
the list includes the best places 
to retire in Wyoming, Montana, 
Colorado, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington.

Evanston ranked No. 8 on the 
list of 10 outdoorsy retirement 
locations.

The article praised the Evan-
ston area for the nearby moun-
tains, “which are known for 
alpine lakes, rugged terrain, wild-
life, and, of course, breathtaking 
views. Camping, hunting, moun-
tain biking, and hiking in the 
mountains, along with kayaking 

and fishing in the Bear River, 
are popular outdoor activities. In 
Evanston’s quaint downtown, res-
idents enjoy shopping, dining, and 
historic buildings like the Uinta 
County Museum, which dates 
back to 1906,” the article states.

The magazine also noted the 
absence of state income tax in Wy-
oming, allowing retirees to stretch 
their Social Security income a 
little further. It notes Evanston’s 
proximity to Salt Lake City as 
a plus and mentioned a popular 
summer event.

“Residents and visitors come 
out for the Professional Ro-
deo Cowboys Association rodeo 
during the annual Cowboy Days 
at the county fairgrounds,” the 
article states.

Pocatello, Idaho, was ranked 
No 1, followed by Butte-Silver 
Bow, Montana, at No. 2. 

Pocatello was praised for health 
care available in the area as well 

as having four distinct seasons.
“… Outdoor activities range 

from fishing, boating, hiking, 
mountain biking, swimming, 
perusing farmers markets, and 
concerts in the summer to skiing, 
snowboarding, and ice fishing 
come winter. At the L.E. and 
Thelma E. Stephens Performing 
Arts Center, residents can enjoy 
theater, dance, and concerts, and 
Idaho State University offers con-
tinuing education opportunities, 
sports events, and entertainment,” 
the article states.

It noted that Idaho also enjoys 
lower taxes and is two hours from 
Salt Lake City.

Butte-Silver Bow (a consol-
idated city-county government) 
was highlighted for its affordable 
housing, low taxes and the annual 
Montana Folk Festival it hosts.

Here is the complete top-10 list 

Evanston was recently named a top-10 place to retire in the west. (FILE PHOTO) EVANSTON, C3

Children with developmental delays receive free preschool 
and special education services.  Income eligible children receive free preschool 
through Head Start and TANF programs.  Private pay cost is $75 per month, and 
children attend two half-days a week.  

For more information about LUCDA-Evanston, call us at 307-789-7384.

LUCDA-Evanston serves children with special needs and typically developing 
children ages birth through five years old.

LUCDA-Evanston is accredited by the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC).

LUCDA-Evanston is operated by the Lincoln Uinta Child Development 
Association (LUCDA), a private non-profit organization providing services to all 
children, ages birth through age five, in the two county area.  It is one of 14 re-
gional programs with the State of Wyoming to receive funding and other support 
from the Department of Health and Department of Education to serve children 
with special needs.  Preschool services are offered at six locations for children 
age three through five.  Early intervention services to children under the age of 
three are home-based and available to families in all communities.  LUCDA also 
offers Head Start services to children in all 6 locations, this is a federally funded 
program available to children and families who qualify based on income.
 
LUCDA’s mission is “to improve outcomes for children by supporting 
families, and designing services to best meet the needs of individual children 
within the community.”  A variety of services are offered through the association, 
including accredited preschool, developmental screening, developmental assess-
ment, Head Start and disability services.

LUCDA-Evanston has many qualified professionals working 
with the children.  They include a speech/language pathologist, social worker, spe-
cial education teacher, early childhood teacher, occupational therapist and highly 
trained educational assistants.  The ratio of children to teacher is four-to-one.

A well-rounded curriculum is important and includes the area of 
literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, technology and problem 
solving skills.  Each play center promotes learning in every content area.  One 
example is the sensory table, which might contain sand, water, shaving cream, 
rice or a variety of other materials.  It encourages children to learn about volume, 
measuring, cause and effect, classification, comparison and problem-solving 
activities.

Throughout the year, LUCDA-Evanston offers developmental screen-
ings for all children birth through age five.  Screenings cover vision, hearing, 
problem-solving, social-emotional development, communication and physical skill 
development.  Additional assessment and therapy for children with special needs 
are provided.  All of these services are free of charge.

LUCDA-Evanston’s classrooms are open to parents, who are encour-
aged to participate in their child’s program.  Opportunities to serve on parent 
committees are available.  Activities for the entire family are offered throughout 
the school year.
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ston area, which includes Bear River and Almy, 120 to 130 
home meals are delivered daily.

Staff and board members help to deliver meals when 
not enough volunteers are available. Volunteers for meal 
deliveries are always needed and interested parties can call 
Roach at 307-789-3553. The site director at the Bridger 
Valley Senior Center is Amy Oehler and she can be reached 
at 307-782-6502. 

USCI continues to provide nutritious meals, education 
and training, activities, public transportation, personal care 
through certified nursing assistants and registered nurse 
services, homemaker and adult day services to seniors and 
individuals with disabilities throughout Uinta County.

Through a grant, USCI also provides personal care and 
homemaker services throughout Lincoln County.

“The grant is never enough to provide the care in Lincoln 
County,” Roach said. “We plan to reach out to Kemmerer 
officials to ask for help in funding that program.”

Other challenges for USCI involve a loss of $89,000 in 
state funding in 2024. A big portion of those funds were 
designated for in-house and home-delivery meals and for 
education and training activities. USCI would also likely 
lose another $83,000 should the federal government stop 
the ARPA funding.  

Opportunities for USCI could come from local funding. 
Recently, the Wyoming Community Foundation awarded 
USCI $10,000 and First Bank of Wyoming gave $5,000. 

Roach and the board plan to reach out to the city for help 
in offsetting the cost of water and sewer; they plan to apply 
in April for grant funding from Uinta Human Services; and 
they are contacting city administrators and businesses in the 
county for help in funding. Roach said he is also planning 
on attending a grant summit in April to be held in Riverton.

“It takes a community effort to support senior citizens,” 
Roach said. “They all paved the road for us and we need 
to make their lives easier now. Anyone wishing to make a 
financial donation or to volunteer, please call me at 307-
789-3553.”

CENTER / from C2

from Travel and Leisure:

1. Pocatello, Idaho
2. Butte-Silver Bow, 

Montana

3. Twin Falls, Idao
4. Pomeroy, Washington
5. Omak, Washington
6. Great Falls, Montana
7. Carson City, Nevada
8. Evanston, Wyoming
9. Ontario, Oregon
10. Pueblo, Colorado

EVANSTON
from C2

Festival for Families donates to local senior center

Evanston senior center kitchen manager Alesia Alen and executive director Glen Roach happily accept a donation of $1500 from Festival for Families. Members presenting the award were Trisha Blakeman, 
Amber Lowrey, Chris Bright and AJ Lamb. The group also volunteered to deliver meals for two routes on Wednesday, March 26. (HERALD PHOTO/Kayne Pyatt)

Volunteering is good for your health
From Metro Creative Connection

Volunteering makes an immeasurable difference in the 
lives of volunteers and those they help. Many people may be 
surprised to learn how positive volunteering can be for vol-
unteers. Indeed, studies show that volunteering leads to better 
physical and mental health, among other benefits.

According to an article published by the American Heart 
Association and Jeffrey Burr, a professor of gerontology 
at the University of Massachusetts Boston, “compared to 
non-volunteers, volunteers have less depression, less anxiety, 
higher self-esteem, greater happiness, and a greater sense of 
meaning in life.” Burr and the AHA note the health benefits 
of volunteering occur among all ages, and a deep look at how 
volunteer efforts are good for personal health shows just how 
profound giving back can be.

• Reduces stress: The Mayo Clinic reports that volunteer-
ing reduces stress and increases positive, relaxed feelings by 
releasing dopamine. When volunteers spend time in service to 
others, they report feeling a sense of meaning and appreciation, 
both of which can have stress-reducing effects.

• Lowers depression: Research has shown that volunteering 
leads to lower rates of depression and anxiety, particularly 

among people 65 and older.
• Provides a sense of purpose: AmeriCorps reports volun-

teering can provide a sense of purpose in older adults, which 
can help replace feelings of inadequacy due to loss of major 
role identities, such as wage earner or parent. This sense of 
purpose can improve life satisfaction and happiness.

• Reduces blood pressure: According to researchers at 
Carnegie Mellon University, older adults who volunteered 
for at least 200 hours annually decrease their risk of high 
blood pressure by 40 percent. This also may lower risk of 
heart disease and stroke.

• Eliminates feelings of isolation: Volunteers working 
together link people to others and their communities. This 
can help people overcome feelings of isolation, which may 
come from being new to a community or being a senior and 

having a smaller social circle.
• Increases happiness: Those who volunteer regularly tend 

to be happier and more empathetic towards others. Volunteer-
ing also instils a sense of pride that can make people happier.

• Keeps the mind active: Individuals who volunteer can 
improve their cognitive health. That’s because volunteering 
engages a person in new skills, requires them to solve prob-
lems and keeps them mentally stimulated through various 
activities.

• Improves physical health: Some volunteer activities will 
involve physical tasks that can contribute to improved physical 
health because they constitute moderate exercise.

Volunteering offers a number of benefits that can improve 
both physical and mental health for those donating their time 
to help others.
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By Amanda Manchester
Herald Reporter

EVANSTON — “Trona Valley (Fed-

eral Credit Union) reached out, as far as 
donations go, and asked how they could 
help us,” said Uinta County Sexual Assault 
and Family Violence (SAFV) Task Force 

Trona Valley Federal Credit Union in Evanston recently led a donation drive to help the Uinta County Sexual Assault and Family Violence Task Force. Pictured are Trona Valley FCU Title Clerk Jessica Payne, 
Member Service Specialist Michala Pearson, SAFV Task Force Advocates Jade Zuehlsdorff and Adelaida Ramirez, AmeriCorps VISTA Housing Specialist Nadine Hijar, SAFV Task Force Director Jesse Barnes, 
SAFV Bridger Valley Advocate Amber Elespuru and Direct Lending Manager Dani Blakeman.  (HERALD PHOTO/Amanda Manchester)

Trona Valley shows support for SAFV
Director Jesse Barnes. “They started an in-
house clothing and supply drive,” she said, 
adding that the volunteers at Trona Valley 
organized and advertised a community 
donation station at Walmart on Tuesday, 
March 11, and Wednesday, March 12. 

Their efforts garnered $350 in monetary 

donations and went toward the purchase of 
several household items, including towels, 
bedding, living and cleaning supplies, 
paper goods, diapers and 23 and 13 bags 
of clothing for the Evanston SAFV office 
and the Bridger Valley SAFV office, re-
spectively.

1200 Main Street, Ph: 307.783.6316
www.visitevanston.com/downtown

Email: downtown@evanstonwymainstreet.org

Our board members are:
President

Brenda Richins
Vice-President
Jacque Skog

Treasurer
Maggie Jones

Secretary
Jen Ellingford

At-Large
Stephanie Anderson

 Build Lasting Memories
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