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Schedule a check-up for you
cooling system today!!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Creston Village Board 
unanimously approved the 
awarding of a $290,734.80 
bid to Martin & Company 
Excavating for an upcoming 
storm sewer project.

The project will consist 
of 36-inch storm sewer pipe 
being put in to replace bro-
ken drain tile and improve 
drainage in Creston. The 
storm sewer work will con-
sist of adding pipe on both 
sides of the railroad tracks, 
but the current phase of it 
will not go under the tracks. 
The work was suggested due 
to issues with stormwater 
overflow. 

Martin & Company was 
the lowest of six bids and 
was within eight percent 

of the project’s estimated 
price. Village Engineer 
Kevin Bunge said he would 
complete the paperwork 
Wednesday and that the con-
tractor was “ready to go” to 
start work. The project will 
likely take around six weeks. 
The preliminary storm sew-
er project work involved 
securing easements from 
property owners in the area 
of it. Bunge said about 800 
feet of storm sewer pipe will 
be put in.

Water
Bunge said during the 

meeting that the planned 
cleaning and inspection of 
Creston’s water tower will 
start on June 7 unless heavy 
rain is seen and doesn’t al-
low for work trucks to get 
back to the area. 

See CRESTON pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — When 
her own children were in 
grade school, Theresa 
Crystal helped out in their 
classrooms. That was 
when she decided to go 
back to school and get a 
degree in teaching. 

While working on her 
degree, Crystal taught 
preschool at St. Paul 
Lutheran School for two 
years before substitute 
teaching at Rochelle Mid-
dle School. It was then 
that she realized that was 
where she belonged. She 
retired in May after 22 
years at RMS, teaching 
math, writing and social 
studies.

“I realized that teaching 
is a creative endeavor,” 
Crystal said. “You need 
a lot of energy, which I 
have. I like the creativity 
that goes into it and the 
intellectual side of it. All 
of those things drew me 
in. I knew I didn’t want to 
teach little kids. I wanted 
to be able to delve into a 
topic  and  field  of  study. 
I remembered what the 
classroom was like and 
saw what my children 
experienced and wanted 
to do it.”

Crystal started out 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library kicked off its Summer Reading program 
on Wednesday. The theme this year is Level Up 
at Your Library. The library has hosted a summer 
reading program for over 50 years to offer area kids 
a place to go and activities while they’re on sum-
mer break from school. You do not need a library 
card to participate in summer reading programs.

Wednesday saw a Reading Dragons Kick-Off 
Party for all ages. Attendees learned about the 
library’s Summer Reading Dragons program 
while doing fun dragon-themed activities. Kids 
learned how to play the card game, and took home 
a starter deck of cards and a deck box to keep 
them organized. Children earn dragon cards by 
reading books and can use them to play against 
their friends.

“It’s free and the kids are loving collecting the 
dragon cards,” Library Outreach Clerk Ashley 
Capes said. “They read for 30-minute intervals 
and bring a tracker back and they can collect all 
kinds of cards. We have had a pleasantly-surprising 
large turnout, which is good. I think the kids had 
a little break of school and they’re ready to get 
into some free activities here at the library. The 
theme this year is all about games, gaming, video 
games, board games, coding and robotics. We have 
a lot of fun game-themed programs coming up 
and a lot of non game-themed programs coming 
up like art classes, theater classes, and gardening 
class. We’re kind of running the whole gamut of 
what we have to offer here free of charge with no 
library card needed.”

Capes said children continuing to read in the 
summer is important so they don’t lose reading 

Crystal retires after 22 years at RMS
‘It was a challenge to figure out how to reach 

kids. I loved watching them succeed’

Theresa Crystal retired in May after 22 years at 
RMS, teaching math, writing and social studies.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

$290,734 bid for storm sewer 
project approved Tuesday

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Creston Village 
Board unanimously approved the awarding of a 
$290,734.80 bid to Martin & Company Excavating for 
an upcoming storm sewer project.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

teaching writing and social studies for her first 
10 years at RMS. She was then asked to teach 
seventh grade math, which she did for the final 12 
years of her tenure. Math had never been Crystal’s 
favorite subject, and the thought of teaching it 
initially made her nervous. She later on found 
the challenge and working with students on the 
subject to be enjoyable.

“I realize math is intimidating, and I tried my 
best to make it approachable and let them know 
that I struggled with math, so If I can teach it, they 
can learn it,” Crystal said. “I get letters from kids 
at the end of the year and that’s what they say. 
‘If I didn’t get it, you didn’t make me feel bad 
about it. You just told me we could do it.’ That 
was really fun. I love to learn myself. Learning 
how to teach takes a lot of time and effort. People 
can give you a curriculum, but you have to bring 
it to the kids and make it approachable.”

See RETIREMENT page 2

Library holds kickoff event for Summer Reading program
Outreach Clerk Capes: ‘The theme this year is all about games...’

The Flagg-Rochelle Public Library kicked off its Summer Reading program on 
Wednesday. The theme this year is Level Up at Your Library.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

comprehension before the fall semester 
starts. Parents reading to small children 
can also help with that and the library also 
has audiobooks available. 

Seeing the library full on Wednesday 
was enjoyable for Capes, who thanked the 
community for its faithful support of the 
library, which tries to offer something for 
every age and interest group.

“It’s great to see overwhelming support 
for the things we do here,” Capes said. 
“Summer reading has changed as kids and 
parents’ interests have over the years. Kids 
are busier than ever during the school years 

and the summers. We’re really grateful that 
the families still take time out to visit the 
library. Summer reading is always a lot of 
work for our staff, but it’s always a lot of 
fun. Some of our older kids that have gone 
through our summer reading programs 
are now back to help and volunteer and I 
love seeing that.”

Capes spoke about the importance of 
a fun, safe environment for children and 
families to visit during the summer that’s 
free of charge and educational. 

See SUMMER PROGRAM page 3



SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2025SECTION 1 • PAGE 2 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

Do you have a graduate you are proud of ?
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BYRON — Sinnis-
sippi Centers’ opened the 
agency’s newest office on 
May 12. The new Byron 
office is located at 212 W. 
Blackhawk Drive.

Sinnissippi Centers opens Byron office
Sinnissippi Centers’ opened the agency’s newest office on May 12. The new Byron 
office is located at 212 W. Blackhawk Drive.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

“This is Sinnissippi 
Centers’ third office in 
Ogle County,” says Sinnis-
sippi Centers’ president/
CEO Stacie Kemp. “The 
demand for services in 
Ogle County and the lack 
of ability to expand at the 
existing Oregon and Ro-
chelle offices helped lead 
to the decision to open a 
third office and to locate 
it in Byron,” says Kemp. 
“We already had a number 
of Sinnissippi clients in 
Byron and having a loca-
tion in the Byron area will 
contribute to their quality 
of life and quality of care,” 
adds Kemp.

Sinnissippi Centers’ By-
ron office is a full-service 
location offering outpa-
tient treatment for mental 
illness and substance use. 
Lynnsey Worrell, LPC, is 
the Byron Office Supervi-
sor and oversees all clinical 
operations there. “We have 
five employees right now 
working in the office,” 
says Worrell. “We provide 
services to adults, children, 
and adolescents. Our ser-
vices include outpatient 
substance use treatment, 
individual mental health 
therapy, family therapy, 
psychiatric services, anger 
management, domestic 
violence intervention pre-
vention, and many more,” 

adds Worrell. Support for 
this expansion of services 
was provided by the Ogle 
County 708 Board.

Ogle County is not 
the only area seeing an 
increase in services in 
the past few years. The 
increased demand for 
services has been evident 
across the agency’s en-
tire service area. While 
that started during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
heightened demand has re-
mained to the present time. 

Location information 
about the Byron office, 
and all Sinnissippi Centers’ 
office locations, is on our 
website at www.sinnis-
sippi.org by clicking the 
“Locations” tab at the top 
of the page. 

Sinnissippi Centers is 
a behavioral healthcare 
agency serving Carroll, 
Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, 
and Whiteside Counties 
and provides a wide array 
of behavioral healthcare 
treatment and support 
services.

For more information 
about programs and ser-
vices, call Sinnissippi 
toll-free at 800-242-7642. 
Sinnissippi has office lo-
cations in Byron, Dixon, 
Freeport, Mt. Carroll, 
Oregon, Rochelle, and 
Sterling.

From page 1

In February, Crystal 
was recognized as part of 
the “Those Who Excel” 
teacher recognition pro-
gram through the Illinois 
State Board of Education. 
The “Those Who Excel” 
program acknowledges 
educators who have ex-
celled in their craft as an 
educator and also made 
a positive impact on the 
school community as a 
whole through their on-
going efforts on behalf of 
students. 

Crystal enjoyed the 
“high-energy atmosphere” 

of teaching middle school-
ers. She said it takes a 
sense of humor and a will-
ingness to connect to be a 
successful middle school 
teacher. She did her best 
to relate to students and 
tried to always know what 
music and trends they were 
interested in.

Living in the communi-
ty along with teaching in it 
for the past 22 years, Crys-
tal has seen her students 
come through RMS and 
grow up around Rochelle. 
She enjoys seeing people 
around town and hearing 
how they turned out and 
what they’re up to. She’s 

grateful she got to play a 
small part in it. 

Crystal said her most 
memorable experiences 
involved helping kids who 
were struggling, either in 
or out of the classroom. She 
comes from an inner-city 
family with limited means 
and left home to join the 
United States Army at age 
18. She shared her experi-
ences with students.

“I had a struggle story 
myself, so I was able to 
share that and help kids 
realize that they can get 
past it and do better,” 
Crystal said. “You tell them 
they have the ability and 

to believe in themselves. 
Getting these letters from 
kids, you realize that you 
have had an impact. You’re 
not just teaching math. I try 
to teach kids to find and 
have discipline and grit. 
My motto in the classroom 
is you need grit to get 
through life. I talked a lot 
about building character 
qualities that will help 
them. Kids don’t always 
have parents that guide 
them. That comes from 
my military experience. 
I guess I use myself as 
a story. It doesn’t matter 
where you come from. You 
can have a good life. You 

can find something you 
love to do. I tried to talk 
to kids at that age and get 
them thinking about their 
future. Because it comes 
pretty fast.”

Crystal said the decision 
to retire wasn’t an easy one 
for her, because she’s leav-
ing something she loves. 
In retirement she plans to 
spend time with family 
and travel, including with 
a new travel club through 
Rochelle Township High 
School she started that 
will travel to Europe next 
summer.

The last day of school 
for Crystal wasn’t easy. 

She said goodbye to stu-
dents and staff and the 
classroom she’s called 
home from the past 12 
years. She believes it will 
be strange to not return to 
RMS in the fall. 

“It’s hard to separate 
from something you enjoy, 
but it was time to move 
on,” Crystal said. “I en-
joyed my job because of 
the relationships with the 
kids. You get to know kids 
and how you can speak 
into their lives. Teaching 
math was a joy. It was a 
challenge to figure out 
how to reach kids. I loved 
watching them succeed.”

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

In February, Theresa Crystal was recognized as part of the “Those Who Excel” teacher recognition program through the Illinois State Board of Education. Crystal started 
out teaching writing and social studies for her first 10 years at RMS. She was then asked to teach seventh grade math, which she did for the final 12 years of her tenure.  

RETIREMENT: Crystal reflects on 22-year career at Rochelle Middle School
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FENCING FENCING
Steel Roofing & Siding 

38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 

Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 
Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

Wednesday saw a Reading Dragons Kick-Off Party for all ages. Attendees learned about the library’s Summer Reading Dragons program while doing fun drag-
on-themed activities. Kids learned how to play the card game, and took home a starter deck of cards and a deck box to keep them organized.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

From page 1

The library recently 
unveiled its new sensory 
tools it purchased with a 
grant from the Rochelle 
Area Community Foun-
dation, which were a hit 
with kids on Wednesday.

We also have some 
other sensory and reading 
toys coming out later in 
the summer,” Capes said. 
“We’re again offering 
our Book Bucks program 
where kids can win prizes 
by reading. The Reading 
Dragons kick off was ex-
citing for me. I’ve been 
working for the past six 
months on getting this pro-
gram ready and I was just 
excited to share it with the 
kids and the families. We 
even have parents wanting 
to do Reading Dragons for 

themselves. Anything that 
will get kids and people to 
read more is a great idea.”

Programs
Summer Reading pro-

grams for all ages in-
clude Coloring Club every 
Wednesday from 4-5 p.m., 
Gamer Thursdays the first 
Thursday of every month 
from 4-6 p.m., Outdoor 
Movie Nights on June 13 
and July 11, and Library 
Lego Club the first Thurs-
day of each month at 6 
p.m. The library will have 
Outdoor Games with the 
Park District on June 16 
at 10 a.m.

There will be a Youth 
Talent Show on June 26 
from 5-7 p.m. open to all 
youth up to age 18.

Youth and family pro-
grams include Story time 

on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at 10:15 a.m. for young 
readers up to age seven 
accompanied by a care-
giver. The 4-C Play and 
Learn Group will meet the 
first and third Thursday of 
every month at 10:30 a.m. 
for kids birth-five.

For tweens, the library 
will host a Pokemon Fan 
Club on the second and 
fourth Monday of June 
and July from 11 a.m. 
to noon. The Rochelle 
Green Thumbs 4-H Club 
will meet to learn about 
vegetables and gardening 
on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. March-August for 
ages 8-18 years. Elemen-
tary and middle school 
kids can learn to Put on a 
Play in 90 minutes on June 

16 1-2:30 p.m. (advance 
registration required). 

A Star Weaving Orna-
ments event will take place 
July 14 at 10:30 a.m. for 
ages eight and up (advance 
registration required). 
There will be a Musical 
Theatre Dance event on 
June 18 from 10-11 a.m. 
The free class requires 
advance registration and 
is aimed towards partici-
pants in first through fifth 
grades.

Activities for teens 
include Art & Chill on 
the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of June, July 
and August from 4-5 p.m. 
A Teen Trivia Night will 
be held on July 16 at 5 
p.m. There will be prizes 
for first and second place 
and teams can be signed 
up by emailing ashleyc@

flaggrochellepubliclibrary.
org. The Summer Thrill 
Teen Book Club will meet 
on June 26 and July 31 
to discuss titles for each 
month. The designated 
books for the club are now 
available at the library.

Teens can perform a 
Play in 90 Minutes on July 
14 from 1-2:30 p.m. The 
library will also host its first 
Theatre Camp from July 
7-12 from 1-4 p.m. each 
day for kids in grades 6-12.

The camp is free and 
participants get a week of 
singing, dancing and act-
ing culminating in a final 
performance. Contact the 
library to sign up.

The library will also 
have summer reading 
programs for adults. Home 
Grown Healthy is a 10-
week free program on 

Tuesdays 10-11 a.m. start-
ing June 3. Participants 
can learn to grow a garden 
and try new foods made 
with garden produce. The 
library will host an Adult 
Art Workshop on June 25 at 
6 p.m. on flower hammer-
ing. Advance registration 
required. Another work-
shop will be held on July 
29 at 6 p.m. on Designing 
with Denim (advance reg-
istration required). Adult 
Morning Book Club will 
meet the last Wednesday 
of each month at 10:15 a.m.

The library will host an 
End of Summer Reading 
Foam Party at noon on 
Aug. 1. To sign up for any 
program or if you have 
questions, you can call the 
library at 815-562-3431 or 
email ashleyc@flaggro-
chellepubliclibrary.org

SUMMER PROGRAM: Theme for this year is ‘Level Up at Your Library’

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College Radiologic 
Technology students were 
honored during a pinning 
ceremony on Thursday, 
May 15, at the College. 
Kish recognized 12 stu-
dents for completing the 
Radiologic Technology 
program and presented 
each graduate with a 
special pin before family 
and friends during the 
ceremony.

The Radiologic Tech-
nology graduates of 
Spring 2025 are Faith 
Allen, Brandon Foley, 
Nicole Foerster, Jessica 
Gomez, Tyler Huntsha, 
Nathan Jackson, Bry-
anne Meszaros, Samuel 
Murdock, Claire Potter, 
Lizbeth Ruiz, Payton 
Runyan and Alex Torres.

Class Representative 
Brandon Foley delivered 
the student address, thank-
ing the Kish faculty and 
staff for helping the class 
meet its goals.

“Everyone was very 
patient with us as we 
learned and were more 

than willing to give us any 
tips, tricks or knowledge 
they have amassed over 
their careers. We can be 
very hard on ourselves as 
students, and your encour-
agement means the world 
to us,” Foley said.

The ceremony included 
remarks from Barbara 
Leach, vice president of 
Instruction; Amy Anthen-
at, assistant professor of 
Radiologic Technology; 
Lori Damask, radiolog-
ic technology clinical 
preceptor; and Megan 
Kasigyi, Radiologic Tech-
nology program director. 
Kasigyi reminded the 
graduates to maintain a 
lifelong learning mindset 
as they embark on their 
careers.

“You will continue 
to learn from every pa-
tient. Each chest X-ray 
is unique. Each trauma 
will challenge you and 
teach you something new. 
Your new coworkers will 
be filled with knowledge, 
experience, tips and in-
sight. Remember that ev-

Kish College pinning ceremony welcomes 12 new Radiologic Technologists

Kishwaukee College Radiologic Technology graduates pose for a photo at Kish’s 
Spring 2025 Radiologic Technology Pinning Ceremony. Graduates were presented 
with a pin by their family and friends during the ceremony.

ery person in the hospital 
— from doctors to X-ray 
techs to the janitors — is 
on the same team with 
one mission — to deliver 
the best care possible for 
each and every patient,” 
Kasigyi said.

During the ceremony, 
each graduate was pinned 
by a friend or family 
member who supported 
the student or acted as a 
mentor while completing 
the program.

Kish’s Radiologic 
Technology program pre-
pares students to become 
licensed radiologic tech-
nologists. Learn more 
at kish.edu/radtech.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Please RSVP no later than 5pm the 
Thursday before the steak fry and call
Nick - 815-677-8981

June 14th

July 12th

Aug 9th

Covered outdoor and 
indoor seating enjoy 

your meal surrounded 
by nature and good 

friends.

Ribeye, baked potato, corn, 
beans, a salad and desert

Monthly Steak Fry

Porkchop or  Hotdog
option at reservation

$30per person

Starts at 6pm

YOUR OWN STEAK

Sept 13th

Oct 11th

over our charcoal pits!

ROCHELLE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION CLUB

06092025

REMAINING  
DATES
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Obituaries

LEXINGTON, S.C. — 
Rose M. Isley has passed 
away in her home on 
October 22,2024 after her 
fight with 2 forms of blood 
cancer. She was born on 
August 27,1953 in  Moline 
Il.to Anton(Tony/Teke) and 
Joann Kozelichki. Rose is 
now with her late husband 
Paul D. Isley Jr. of 50 years 
of marriage and is with both 
of her parents. 

Rose worked at Caron 
International for 18 years. 
Then recently retired from 
Brynes Sales Assoc.(BSA) 
for 35 years of service as a 
customer service rep. 

Rose is originally from 
Roscoe Illinois and moved 
to Lexington South Caro-
lina in 20  . Rose enjoyed 
going on motorcycle rides 
with her husband Paul. She 
love going on vacations 
with friends and family, 
a lot of trips were done 
with Pauls brothers and 
wives Jim(Diane) Isley of 
Tennessee and Bob(Kathy 

Spieser) Isley of Ohio. She 
adored spending time and 
spoiling her grandboys. 
She was always a life of 
the party and loved hanging 
out with family and friends. 
To know Rose she always 
spoke her mind and never 
mixed words especially 
with her girls.

Survivors include: her 
two daughters, but a mom 
to so many others: daugh-
ters Michelle Jensen (Jeff 
Schell) of Georgia and 
Melanie (Greg) Schep-
pmann of South Carolina. 
A grandmother of 3 and to 
thousands if you include 
all the wrestlers, football 
players, and baseball play-
ers, her 3 grandchildren 
Jordan (Alexis) Jensen of 
Illinois, Xander Schnake 
of Illinois and Louden 
Schnake of Georgia. Her 
dedication in volunteering 
to help support the boys 
meets and games was out 
of this world. Also  Roses 
siblings Terri (Touie) White 

of Illinois, Patty (Ken) Boe-
hle of Illinois, Joe (Judy) 
Kozelichki of Iowa, Marie 
(Andy) of Illinois, Trudy 
Dvorak (Mike Anning) of 
Illinois, MANY of nieces 
and nephews everywhere. 
She had many god children 
Matthew Boehle, Christine 
Wolf, and Zack Kozelichki. 

Although Rose will be 
missed by ALL we are so 
GRATEFUL to know her 
and to love her. As she loved 
Y’all! We so are thankful 
that her body is free from 
pain! And God bless!!

Roses Celebration 
of Life: Sunday June 
15,2025 from: 12-3 pm. 
The Celebration of Life will 
be held at V.F.W of Roscoe; 
11385 2nd St. Roscoe IL. 
61073

Rose M. Isley

ROCHELLE — On 
May 30 at 6:53 a.m. Ro-
cio S. Mejia was cited for 
illegal tint. She signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given a June 20 Ro-
chelle court date.

On May 30 at 7:48 a.m. 
a 17-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was cited for 
illegal tint. He signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given a June 20 Ro-
chelle court date.

On May 30 at 7:59 a.m. 
Cynthia Lopez, 23, of Ro-
chelle was cited for illegal 
tint. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a June 20 Rochelle court 
date.

On May 30 at 10:33 
a.m. Clara C. Silva Cruz, 
43, of North Aurora was 
cited for illegal tint. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a June 
20 Rochelle court date.

On May 30 at 11:10 
a.m. Kaylee M. Larson, 
26, of Rochelle was cited 
for illegal tint. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 20 Ro-
chelle court date.

On May 30 at 12:11 
p.m. Shane L. Murray, 24, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
illegal tint. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a June 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 30 at 12:36 
p.m. Michael A. Adams, 
28, of Rochelle was cited 
for illegal tint. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a June 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 30 at 12:47 p.m. 
Leonel Flores-Romero, 41, 
of Chicago was cited for 
illegal tint. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a June 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 30 at 4:23 p.m. 

Felipe Pascual-Vasquez, 
27, of Rochelle was ar-
rested for no valid driver’s 
license and speeding. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a June 20 
Rochelle court date.

On May 30 at 5:16 
p.m. Amy L. Keener, 42, 
of Amboy was cited for 
illegal tint. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a June 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 30 at 11:50 a.m. 
Kimberly D. Crisp, 59, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant 
and transferred.

On May 30 at 9:37 p.m. 
Santiago Montes-Alvarez, 
36, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On June 1 at 3:50 p.m. 
Madison L. Steder, 18, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant 
and transferred.

On June 2 at 6:06 p.m. 
Demeya Gillespie, 30, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant 
and transferred.

On June 2 at 6:44 p.m. 
Demetrius Barnes, 53, of 
St. Louis was arrested on 
a St. Clair County warrant. 
He paid $300 and was 
released. 

On May 31 at 9:17 
a.m. Guadalupe Morales 
Cacique, 31, of Ashton was 
cited for obstructed front 
windshield. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a July 11 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 31 at 7:41 a.m. 
Susana Campa Gonzalez, 
32, of Franklin Grove was 
cited for obstructed front 
windshield and operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a July 11 Rochelle court 
date.

On May 31 at 6:57 a.m. 
Ralph White III, 66, of 
Rochelle was cited for ob-
structed front windshield. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
July 11 Rochelle court date.

On June 2 Demeya 
Gillespie, 30, of Rochelle 
was arrested for theft. She 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a June 27 Ogle 
County court date.

On May 31 at 3:27 
p.m. Erick Sepulveda, 29, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a July 11 Rochelle 
court date.

On June 2 at 11:36 a.m. 
Lucia Drager, 39, of Elburn 
was cited for speeding 95 
in a 70 miles per hour zone. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
July 11 Rochelle court date.

On June 2 at 11:16 a.m. 
Cortney Cole, 46, of Forest 
Park was cited for speeding 
88 in a 70 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
July 11 Rochelle court date.

On June 2 at 10:34 a.m. 
Darius Sanders, 40, of Chi-
cago was cited for speeding 
92 in a 70 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
July 11 Rochelle court date.

On June 2 at 8:59 a.m. 
Maxwell Polan, 38, of 
Winnetka was cited for 
expired registration and 
speeding 92 in a 70 miles 
per hour zone. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a July 11 Ro-
chelle court date.

On June 1 at 9:23 p.m. 
Harold Jenkins, 78, of 
Bellwood was cited for 
improper turn at intersec-
tion. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a July 11 Rochelle court 
date.

On June 2 at 9:37 p.m. 
Jesus Martinez, 20, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
violation of license class 
first and second division. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
July 11 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORTROCHELLE — Nedra 
was 88 when she passed 
away on Friday, May 30, 
2025, at Manor Court of 
Rochelle, Illinois.

Nedra was born on 
May 5, 1937 in Rochelle, 
the daughter of Rex and 
Fern (Beardin) Casey, who 
preceded her in death along 
with her husbands, Melvin 
Lawson and Robert Knapp, 
and her friend, Kenny Hill.

Nedra is survived by her 
brothers: Guy Casey and 
Barry (Phyllis) Casey; five 
daughters and a stepdaugh-
ter: Pamela Burson, Kathy 
(Daniel) Zeivel, Teresa 
(John) Darlak, Becky (Mi-
chael) Rogers, Margaret 
(William) Wethington and 
Kathy (Philip) Kuhmichel; 
15 grandchildren and 18 
great grandchildren.

Nedra graduated from 
Ashton High School in 
1955. She married Mel-
vin Lawson on May 31, 
1955. They raised their 
five daughters on a farm 
in Ashton. Nedra married 
Robert Knapp on March 18, 
1978, and lived in Rochelle.

Nedra enjoyed flower 

gardening, reading, and 
cooking for her large fam-
ily. She crocheted, quilted, 
and enjoyed making flow-
er arrangements. These 
talents blessed her family 
and friends. Her children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren were gifted 
blankets and quilts from 
Nedra’s loving hands. Ne-
dra touched many lives 
while serving at church, 
tutoring school-age chil-
dren and driving friends to 
appointments.

Nedra had a variety of 
jobs throughout her life. 
She worked at Del Monte, 
Caron Yarn, Wal Mart, 
Sullivan’s, Colonial Flower 
Shop, and waitressing at 
Mattera’s Supper Club.

Nedra’s life was all 
about family, faith, and 
friendships.

The family would like to 
thank Liberty Village and 
Unity Hospice for their care 
of our mother. We were all 
touched by your kindness.

There will be a visitation 
on Friday, June 13, 2025, 
at Unger Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St. 

Rochelle, IL, 61068, from 
5:00 -7:00 P.M. The funeral 
service will be held at 11:00 
A.M., Saturday June 14, 
2025, at Faith Lutheran 
Church, 14206 E. Flagg 
Road, Rochelle, Il. 61068 
with Pastor Joy Alsop of-
ficiating. There will be an 
additional visitation from 
10:00 -11:00 A.M. at the 
church prior to the funeral 
service.  A luncheon will be 
served immediately follow-
ing the service at the church.  
Cremation care will follow 
the service.  Burial will be 
at Lawnridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, Nedra 
requested that donations be 
made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.  Vis-
it www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book.

Nedra Coy Knapp

MT. MORRIS — Ray-
mond Henry Blythe, 71, 
passed away Wednesday, 
June 4, 2025 at his home in 
Mt. Morris, Illinois.

Ray was born on Octo-
ber 4, 1953, to Roger L. and 
Mildred M. (Coil) Blythe in 
Princeton, IL.  He proudly 
served with the United 
States Marines from 1976 
to 1980.  He loved spending 
time with his family and 
his cats.  Ray also enjoyed 
playing cards, dancing 
and singing karaoke and 
especially liked to have fun 
and joke around. Ray really 
liked to help as many people 
as he could.

Ray is survived by his 
sister, Evelyn Whitmer of 
Mount Morris; brother, 
David Blythe of Evansville, 
IN; 16 nieces and nephews 
including Marie Richard-
son and many great nieces 
and nephews including Bri-
anna, Talon and Raylene. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
nine siblings.

The visitation will be 
from 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 
A.M., Monday, June 9, 
2025 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle.  The funeral 
service will follow at 11:00 
A.M., Monday, June 9, with 

Pastor Lance Mennen offi-
ciating. Burial will follow 
the service at Steward Cem-
etery in Steward, IL with 
military honors provided by 
the Eastern Lee-Ogle Hon-
or Guard and the Marine 
Honor Guard.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Raymond Henry Blythe

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— Charles “Larry” Law-
rence Osborne, 82, passed 
away peacefully Thurs-
day, June 5, 2025 at his 
home surrounded by his 
family in Franklin Grove, 
Illinois.  Larry was born 
on April 4, 1943 to Glenn 
and Mary Ellen (Grubb) 
Osborne in Rochelle, IL. 
He served with the United 
States Army from 1965 to 
1967.  On June 23, 1994, 
he married Billie Sage at 
the Lighthouse Church in 
Oregon, IL.

Larry was a wonderful 
son, husband, father, papa 
and great papa Charlie. In 
his mother’s last years, he 
cared for her with such 
compassion, patience and 
understanding. Larry loved 
the outdoors. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman 
and enjoyed working in the 
yard.  Woodworking and 
tinkering with motors was 

another favorite pastime.  
Larry is survived by 

his wife, Billie of Franklin 
Grove, IL; four children: 
Tanya Sage of Rochelle, 
IL, Susann (Jorge) De La 
torre of Monroe Center, IL, 
Samantha Sage of Dixon, 
IL and Brian (Marci) Sage 
of Steward, IL; brother, 
Wayne (Judy) Osborne of 
Rochelle, IL; six grand-
children: Lyndsey (James) 
O’Brien, Devan (Taylor) 
Hayward, Krynn Hayward, 
Kalon (Jake) McKnight, 
Trevor Owen and Gracin 
Sage; 12 great grandchil-
dren: Kelise, Dyandre and 
Jett O’Brien, Kenlee and 
Kaiyah Hayward, Eaden 
Hayward, Moxie, Huxley, 
Rexlynn and Dax McK-
night and Gavin and Bryson 
Owen;  and many special 
people: Rick (Sue) Sage, 
Dawn Sage, Terri (Bobby) 
Reynosa, Chrissy Pickle, 
Mary (Lester) Davis, Can-

dy Cook, Denise (Charlie) 
Becker and Richard Os-
borne.

In addition to his parents, 
Larry is preceded in death 
by his brother, Richard 
Osborne and his great 
granddaughter, Leighton 
O’Brien. 

There will be private 
family services on Tuesday, 
June 10, 2025.  Cremation 
care has been provided by 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home.  Visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Charles ‘Larry’ Lawrence 
Osborne
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Back in December, 
the board unanimously 
approved a proposal from 
KLM Engineering for 
$16,836 to complete the 
work by July 1 in an effort 
to help alleviate rust is-
sues that village residents 
have been seeing.

Bunge also said Tues-
day he is working on 
plans for a water main 
project to attempt to 
alleviate rust issues in 
the village that would 
include upsizing four-
inch mains, shutoff valve 
work and hydrant work 
inc luding  removing 
dead-end lines. 

The work would like-
ly be the first phase of 
a multi-phase project. 
Bunge has theorized in 
the past that rust issues 
are likely due to four-inch 
mains with not enough 

capacity.

Byro
To close the meeting, 

Village President Tom 
Byro brought up two 
projects he would like 
the village to start work 
on in the future. The first 
was potentially updating 
the sign outside of Vil-
lage Hall to an electric 
sign, likely similar to 
but smaller than what the 
Creston School now has. 
The sign would include 
planned village events 
and messages such as 
hydrant flushing days.

Byro also discussed a 
currently-vacant and in 
disrepair home near the 
village’s maintenance 
shed and expressed a 
desire to see Creston 
attempt to purchase and 
demolish it to build 
a larger maintenance 
building to house its 

trucks and equipment. 
Village officials resolved 
to look into approaching 
the home’s owner.

Subdivision
The board heard up-

dates on the progress of 
the Creston Commons 
Subdivision, which has 
been the site of home 
building and infrastruc-
ture improvements over 
the past year. Trustee 
Reid Elliot said he’s 
been impressed with the 
progress on new homes 
and how clean the area 
has been. Byro said water 
lines have been run to the 
area of Roberts Street for 
future homes. Byro also 
said that work will soon 
begin on street signage 
in the area, including 
the stop and yield signs 
and the signs that say 
street names, which will 
involve correcting issues 

and adhering to federal 
guidelines.

Village Building In-
spector Aaron Moore 
said he’s done a series of 
rough-in inspections as 
framing has been com-
pleted on new homes, 
and three homes further 
along in the process were 
recently given temporary 
final inspections to allow 
occupation. Sidewalks 
were completed this past 
month on Regulators 
Street.

Appropriations
The board unani-

mously approved its 
fiscal year 2025 sup-
plemental appropria-
tions ordinance during 
the meeting. Village 
Treasurer Penny Payton 
said the appropriations 
ordinance did not see an 
increase from last year 
and Tuesday’s approval 

CRESTON: Village board discusses potential future projects at Tuesday meeting

only applied to increas-
es in the following line 
items: Village Hall in-
ternet, telephone and 
fax; farm taxes; elected 
official salaries funding; 
engineering; and sewer 
flow. 

“We did a really good 
job,” Payton said. “We 
didn’t have to spend any 
more money. We just had 

to move money around.”

Hibshman
The meeting saw new 

trustee Justin Hibshman 
sworn in following his vic-
tory in the April 1 election. 
Hibshman takes the seat 
of Steve Katzman, who 
did not run for re-election. 
Hibshman will hold a 
four-year term.

The meeting saw new trustee Justin Hibshman 
sworn in following his victory in the April 1 election. 
Hibshman takes the seat of Steve Katzman, who did 
not run for re-election.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church 
is a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith and harvesting love. 
Coffee or Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. Worship begins at 10:45 a.m. Sunday school 
is conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-Thursday, 
Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil 
Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English 
and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 
8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious 
Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 
Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 
subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, 

but ideas will not be altered. All letters 
must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for 

verification purposes. Neither the 
street address nor phone number 
will be printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. 

Any letters from boards or organizations 
must include at least one name of 

an individual. Any criticism of public 
officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or 
actions made in office, as personal 

attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between 
the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will 

be published, however letters from 
candidates endorsing themselves will 

not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 

38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. 
Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to 

edit or reject any letter to the editor 
for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect 

the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net
Evan Tracy                     etracy@d231.rochelle.net
Stacey Dunphy                 sdunphy@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org
Trisha Vaughn                 trisha.vaughn@rthsd212.org
Janet Kacvinsky              janet.kacvinsky@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Justin Hibshman jhibshman20@gmail.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  mark@headons2go.com
Reid Elliot   oneluckydog7@gmail.com
Jennifer Payton creston.clerk09@gmail.com

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia  pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer supervisor@flaggtownship.org
Joanna Patrick     clerk@flaggtownship.org
Rachel Berry                         assessor@flaggtownship.org
Scott Seebach commissioner@flaggtownship.org

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AS your city 
manager, my 
role is to serve 

as the chief administrative 
officer for Rochelle.  My 
responsibilities include 
overseeing the day-to-day 
operations of the city and 
ensuring that policies set 
by the mayor and city 
council are implemented 
impartially and effective-
ly.  My position can best 
be described as a critical 
bridge between city staff, 
residents, and our elected 
leadership, fostering col-
laboration and alignment 
to enhance the quality of 
life in our community.

Supporting our staff 

is a central part of my 
responsibilities. I work 
to create a positive and 
supportive environment 
where employees are 
empowered to perform at 
their best. This includes 
providing clear direction, 
encouraging professional 
development, and pro-
moting innovation and 
teamwork. I ensure that 
departments are properly 
resourced and guided, and 
I help staff remain focused 
on delivering high-quality 
public services that reflect 
the goals of the commu-
nity and the vision of the 
city council.

Engaging with resi-

dents is equally important. 
I strive to maintain open 
lines of communication 
with the public, listening 
to their concerns, re-
sponding to their 
needs, and build-
ing trust through 
transparency and 
accountabil i ty. 
Whether through 
public meetings, 
speaking at and 
attending com-
munity events, or 
direct outreach, I 
work to ensure that 
city government remains 
accessible and responsive 
to Rochelle residents.  By 
fostering strong relation-

ships with residents, I am 
confident that I can better 
understand their priorities 
and concerns and help tai-
lor city initiatives to meet 

the evolving needs 
of the community.

In supporting 
elected officials, I 
provide them with 
accurate and time-
ly information to 
help them make in-
formed decisions. I 
offer professional, 
unbiased recom-
mendations while 

respecting their role in 
setting policy. I coordi-
nate the implementation 
of council directives and 

manage strategic planning 
processes that align with 
their long-term goals. 
By maintaining a strong, 
cooperative relationship 
with the city council, 
I help ensure cohesive 
leadership and effective 
governance.

Ultimately, my role as 
city manager is to be a 
steward of the communi-
ty’s vision, mission and 
values.  As your chief 
appointed official, I am 
dedicated to continuous 
improvement, fiscal re-
sponsibility, and long-
term planning that pro-
motes sustainable growth, 
equity, and community 

well-being. By aligning 
the efforts of staff, re-
sponding to residents, 
and supporting elected 
officials, I help create a 
city that is safe, vibrant, 
and welcoming — a place 
where people are proud to 
live, work, and thrive.

“We rise by lifting oth-
ers”-Robert G. Ingersoll

“In helping others, we 
shall help ourselves, for 
whatever good we give out 
completes the circle and 
comes back to us.”-Flora 
Edwards

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
MPA, ICMA-CM, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

Partnering & supporting for success

JUST saw the USDA 
expected plantings 
report and it looks 

like Illinois producers are 
moving toward more corn 
acres planted in 2025. 
Numbers look for corn 
acres to be up around five 
percent and bean acres to 
be off the same amount.

Even with higher input 
prices per acre for corn 
I think producers are 
looking how their crop 
decisions will be affected 
by tariffs. 

Even with low com-
modity prices for both 
corn and beans I think 
producers believe they 
can still move more corn 
across the global export 
market than beans. These 
tariffs will no doubt paint 
US farmers as an unreli-
able source of supply and 
South America is more 
than poised to jump at that 
in the bean market; but not 
so much in corn. I’d say 
our farmers are looking to 
hedge their bet.

With planting season in 
full gear it may seem like 
fall harvest is a long way off, 
and it is, but if you are going 
to be profitable in today’s 
agriculture you are already 
looking out to May 2026. So 
the question today is what 
will I do with my 2025 crop 
to attain profitability? Well, 
we’ve got just the program 
to answer that question.

The Lee, Carroll, Ogle 
and Whiteside County 
Farm Bureaus along with 
COUNTRY Financial will 
host a crop marketing out-
look on the evening of June 
18; at the Days Inn, Rock 
Falls. “Managing Crop 
Revenue and Market Price 
Risks” is a two-hour sem-
inar designed specifically 
for producers to help them 
manage risk associated 
with the current commodity 
markets and identify market 
conditions to capture profit 
margins through this year 
into next.

Dr. Steve Johnson, Iowa 
State University Extension 

Farm Management Spe-
cialist, will facilitate the 
program. Steve has served 
as the Farm & Ag Business 
Management Specialist in 
Central Iowa for Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach since 1999.  

He specializes in topics 
related to government farm 
programs, crop insurance, 
crop marketing, grain con-
tracts, farmland leasing and 
other crop risk management 
strategies. In the past year, 
he has conduct-
ed more than 120 
meetings, work-
shops, seminars and 
conferences across 
the Corn Belt with 
nearly 15,000 in 
attendance.

Steve uses web 
sites such as ISU Ag 
Decision Maker 
and Polk County Extension 
Farm Management along 
with various print and elec-
tronic media. Annually he 
reaches more than 200,000 
producers, landowners and 

other agribusiness profes-
sionals. 

During the two-hour 
program producers will ex-
amine the following topics: 
Global Supply/Demand & 
Crop Price Outlook; Crop 
Insurance Coverage Re-
view; Impact of Tariffs on 
US Trade; Developing & 
Implementing a Marketing 
Plan; Understanding Sum-
mer Weather Forecasts;  
and  Pre-Harvest Marketing 
Strategies & Tools.

This presenta-
tion will assist pro-
ducers in designing 
and implementing a 
marketing plan that 
is specific to their 
own operation. It 
will present pro-
ducers with various 
options they can 
effectively utilize 

to capture market profits, 
manage market risks in this 
volatile market, minimize 
cost increases and make 
informed decisions on input 
pricing, storage options and 

position their marketing 
plan for profit protection.  
Market, global and recent 
economic factors will be 
examined and producers 
will learn to identify where 
profit opportunities and 
pitfalls lie for their farm 
operations.                                                                                     

Pre-registration is re-
quired. To register for the 
program call 815-732-2231 
or email cfb@ogle.com-
castbiz.net

Program begins at 7 p.m. 
on June 18; Days Inn, Rock 
Falls.

To close, here’s market 
report you can relate to.

Helium was up, feathers 
were down.  Paper was 
stationary.  Fluorescent 
bulbs dimmed with light 
trading.  Knives were up 
sharply.  Pencils lost a few 
points.  Hiking equipment 
was trailing.  Elevators 
rose, while escalators con-
tinued their slow decline.  
Light switches were off.  
Mining equipment hit 
rock bottom.  Diapers re-

mained unchanged.  Cruise 
lines kept at an even keel.  
Towels dried up and then 
showered down.  Coca 
Cola fizzled after heavy 
gains.  Caterpillar stock 
inched up.  Balloons were 
inflated.  Batteries explod-
ed after trying to recharge 
the market.  Toilet paper 
touched bottom.

Hogs bogged down in 
a trough. Cattle trailed 
off. Chicken flew up to 
roost at new heights. Eggs 
cracked up, but then 
slipped off. Milk was fluid, 
cheese was firm, and butter 
churned up and down. Hay 
rolled up, and then soured 
in a storm. Corn popped 
early, but flaked off through 
the week. Cotton was soft 
all week. Peanuts, came 
out of their shell last week, 
and were boiling this week. 
Beans went down easy, 
but then rattled up through 
the end.

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

Ron Kern: More corn and bean acres planted

Ron
Kern

NEED A  
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would  
be glad to lend  
a helping hand! 
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153

Reach Thousands 
of Potential Local 
Buyers!
with print and 
online exposure!

Make sure to ask 
about our online 

classified ads!

In Print & Online
815.562.4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

Your Best 
GARAGE SALE
Got Lots to 
Sell?
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

May 14 - Rose Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

May 15 - Pat Fletcher, Rochelle, $25

May 16 - Denise Connor, Rochelle, $25

May 17 - Chad Kacvinsky, Lindenwood, $25

May 18 - Kristin Flanagan, Lindenwood, $50

May 19 - Abigail Fox, Rochelle, $25

May 20 - Gary Ohlinger, Lindenwood, $25

May 21 - Ed McBride, Rochelle, $25

May 22 - Steve Hill. Rochelle, $25

May 23 - Denise Bourgault, $25

May 24 - Jean Margheim, Rochelle, $25

May 25 - Pedro Anaya, Rochelle, $50

May 26 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $1,000

May 27 - Matthew Browder, DeKalb, $25

May 28 - Karen Fransen, Rochelle, $25

May 29 - Lori Erbes, Sublette, $25

May 30 - Erick Olson, Rochelle, $25

May 31 - Mary Gensler, Rochelle, $25

June 1 - Ryne Vrana, Rochelle, $50

June 2 - Steve Dilling, Rochelle, $25

June 3 - Justin May, Byron, $25

June 4 - Janie Hughes, Oregon, $25

June 5 - Gary Ohlinger, Rochelle, $25

June 6 - Heather Sharp, Roscoe, $25

June 7 - Margaret Danek, Kings, $25

June 8 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
June 8 

Scarlet Jones 
 

June 9 
Minnie Losoya 

Sammy 
Navejas 

June 10 
Eleanor 
Kulwicki 

Tanya Sage 

June 11 
Caleb Smith 

Emmalyn 
Eggenburg

June 12 
Robby Lang 

June 13 
Chrissy Norris 

Jaelyn 
Gonzales 

June 14 
Nicholas 
Oleson 

Gabe Aleman 
 

June 15 
Brayden Moser

June 16 
John & Carolyn 

Overstreet 
(anniversary) 
Anna Norris 

June 17 
Ellie 

Sherburne 
 

June 19 
Eddie 

Villalobos 
 

June 22 
Betty 

Armstrong 
Isaac Bonilla 

June 25 
Chyanne 

Bozek 
Cruz Hord

Teresa Baker 
Treavon Huff 

David & 
Courtney 

Jones 
(anniversary) 

 
June 27 
Brittany 
Sullivan 
Gary & 

Rachelle 
Phillips 

(anniversary) 
 

June 28 
Grace 

Sherburne 
Greg Danekas 

Harold 
Sanders 

 
June 29 

Derek Oleson

Thanks be to God, John and Esther Prabhakar are 
celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on June 

16. Their arranged marriage was held at the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral in Palayamkottai, India. They came 

to the promised land, USA in 1967 and settled in 
Rochelle in 1974. 58 of the 60 years of their married 

life was spent in the US, tasting the goodness of God 
and sharing it with others. Rejoice and pray for them. 
Cards may be sent to 1801 Squires Landing. Rochelle. 

IL. 61068. Thanks Rochelle. (Courtesy photos)

Prabhakars to celebrate 60th anniversary

STEVENS POINT, 
Wis. —  The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
honored more than 2,400 
undergraduate students 
for attaining high grade 
point averages during 
the spring semester of 

the 2024-2025 academic 
year.

Full-time undergrad-
uates who earned grade 
points of 3.9 to 4.0 (4.0 
equals straight A) are 
given the highest honors 
designation.  High honor 

citations go to those with 
grade point averages from 
3.75 to 3.89 and honor 
recognition is accorded 
to those with grade point 
averages from 3.5 to 3.74.

Personal ized  cer-
tificates of scholastic 

achievement are sent to 
those who earned highest 
honors distinction.

Students who received 
honors include:

Roche l l e :  Megan 
Thompson, Highest Hon-
ors.

UWSP undergraduates honored for scholastic achievement



SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2025SECTION 1 • PAGE 8 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

Flag Etiquette

THE flag may 
be displayed 24 
hours a day if 

well lit during the hours 
of darkness. The Congres-
sional Research Service 
reports that the dignity 
accorded to the banner is 
preserved by lighting that 
prevents its being envel-
oped in darkness. 

If you feel your flag 
should wave during night-
time hours, it’s important 
to have a sufficient light 
source to display its rec-
ognizable stars and stripes. 
Here are some ideas to 
consider when creating a 
patriotic display. 

If you’re flagpole is 
not around an electrical 
source, you have a few 
different options to pro-
vide light. Remember your 
budget when you decide 
which avenue is the best 
for your yard. 

Extension cord: One 
way to achieve a beam 
of light is investing in 
a light bulb rated for 
outdoor use. Check your 
local hardware store for 
a spike-mounted beam so 
you can easily transport 
it out of your way during 
daytime hours. You also 
could choose a heavy-duty 
extension cord designed 

to handle the electricity 
required for extended pe-
riods of time. 

Outdoor outlet: If you 
would rather have a per-
manent light fixture in 
your yard to display Old 
Glory, assistance from a 
licensed electrician is a 
must. They can tap into 
your home’s current elec-
trical source and install an 
approved outdoor outlet. 

Solar lights: Modern 
solar power is incredibly 
efficient as a light source; 
just be sure it has the power 
and durability to maintain 
its shine overnight. 

If you intend to wave 

your flag 24 hours, it’s 
crucial to have a ban-
ner that can withstand 
the extended use and 
inclement-outdoor ele-
ments. According to the 
U.S. Flag Code, “The flag 
should not be displayed on 
days when the weather is 
inclement, except when 
an all-weather flag is dis-
played.” An all-weather 
flag provides you with 
a banner that is made of 
high-quality materials 
while being able to flow 
in the breeze. 

During your search, 
look for flags made from 
a nylon material for extra-

Flying the Flag At Night

long use or heavyweight 
cotton to maintain a tra-

ditional appearance while 
boosting durability.

Showing Respect For the Flag
The Flag Code was adopted to protect our nation’s 
symbol of freedom and accomplishment of those 
who have served. If you are unfamiliar with the 

rules of the banner, it’s possible to be 
unintentionally disrespectful.

LEARN the basics 
from Chapter 4 
U.S.C 8, to un-

derstand how to honor the 
flag, per the Government 
Publishing Office. 

The flag should never be 
displayed with the union 
down, except as a signal 
of dire distress in instances 
of extreme danger to life or 
property. 

The flag should never 
touch anything beneath 
it, such as the ground, the 
floor, water or merchan-
dise. 

The flag should never be 
carried flat or horizontally, 
but always aloft and free. 

The flag should never be 

used as wearing apparel, 
bedding or drapery. 

The flag should never be 
fastened, displayed, used 
or stored in such a manner 
as to permit it to be easily 
torn, soiled or damaged in 
any way. 

The flag should never 
be used as a covering for 
a ceiling. 

The flag should never 
have placed upon it, nor on 
any part of it, nor attached to 
it any mark, insignia, word, 
figure, design, picture or 
any drawing of any nature. 

The flag should never 
be used as a receptacle for 
receiving, holding, carry-
ing or delivering anything. 

The flag should never 
be used for advertising 
purposes in any manner 
whatsoever. It should not 
be embroidered on such 
articles as cushions or 
handkerchiefs and the like. 

No part of the flag should 
ever be used as a costume or 
athletic uniform. However, 
a patch may be affixed to 
the uniform of military per-
sonnel, firemen, policemen 
and members of patriotic 
organizations. 

The flag, when it is in 
such condition that it is 
no longer a fitting emblem 
for display, should be de-
stroyed in a dignified way, 
preferably by burning.

318 4th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068318 4th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-3878815-562-3878

Floyd J. Tilton Post 3878
Where the community meets its veterans

• 2023 Winner of Chamber of • 2023 Winner of Chamber of 
Commerce Director’s AwardCommerce Director’s Award

• Seeking new Post & Auxiliary • Seeking new Post & Auxiliary 
members:members:

Contact the Post at 815-562-3878 to Contact the Post at 815-562-3878 to 
discuss eligibility requirementsdiscuss eligibility requirements

06
24

20
24

Public is invited to participate:Public is invited to participate:
Enjoy a drink at our barEnjoy a drink at our bar

Lunch Specials Tues.-Fri. 11am to 1pmLunch Specials Tues.-Fri. 11am to 1pm
Monthly Breakfast 8am to 11amMonthly Breakfast 8am to 11am

Monthly Burger Day 11am to 1pmMonthly Burger Day 11am to 1pm
Annual Thanksgiving DinnerAnnual Thanksgiving Dinner
Banquet/Event Hall RentalBanquet/Event Hall Rental
Call Robin at 815-562-3878Call Robin at 815-562-3878

Check our Facebook page for detailsCheck our Facebook page for details
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Flag Etiquette

Restore and Repair Your Flag
LIGHT damage or a dirty appearance doesn’t always mean a flag should be retired. In fact, the Flag Code encourages banners 

to be cleaned or mended when necessary. Before committing to a retirement ceremony, try to prolong a flag’s duty with main-
tenance or repairs. While it is disrespectful for a flag to touch the ground, it can happen during regular raising and lowering. 

It’s important to eliminate the dirt or grime immediately to avoid a lasting stain. 
If you are unsure on how to properly wash your American flag, don’t hesitate to visit a local-dry cleaner. Most experts can analyze 

the current condition and decide a best course of action. It’s important to follow their cleaning instructions, as improper techniques 
may cause irreversible damage to your banner. Here are a couple of ways to prolong the life of your symbol of American tradition and 

heritage.
 

At-Home Washing
For those who can clean a flag without the help of a professional service, special care should be administered. If possible, reach out 

to the manufacturer for specific cleaning instructions. For most materials, it’s easy to get great results by hand-washing your banner in 
cold water, with a mild detergent. Make sure to lay the flag flat while it dries and avoid hanging or folding it while wet. This will help 

its recognizable colors stay in place without bleeding into one another. 
Once you have completed the cleaning, inspect it to ensure the filth has been removed and there are not issues like holes or frays. 

Routine cleaning is important to maintain and examine the integrity of a flag as elements like dirt, salt and air pollutants can have a 
negative impact. 

Repair
If you notice small tears in the fabric of your banner, immediate repair it to limit the amount of damage. A small imperfection can be 

exposed during rippling winds or poor weather conditions. This correction is usually best left to the experts as frequent modifications 
can alter the appearance and size, leading it to a state where retirement is necessary. 

Search for a flag-repair facility in your area or seek assistance from patriotic organizations to find a professional.

How to celebrate Flag Day
The flag of the United States be 13 alternate stripes red and white, that the Union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, 

representing a new Constellation.” This resolution by John Adams was adopted by the Continental Congress on 
June 14, 1777, placing our nation’s banner in the spotlight as a respected symbol.

AS new states 
gained inde-
pendence and 

entered the United States, 
the number of stars and 
stripes increased. How-
ever, in 1818, Congress 
enacted a law to restore 
the original 13 stripes 
and only include addi-
tional stars to symbolize 
incoming states. A century 
after enacting the Flag 
Resolution, the first Flag 
Day was observed on June 
14, 1877.

While Woodrow Wil-
son proclaimed a day of 
recognition for the banner 
in 1916, it wasn’t until 
1949 when regulators 
officially designated June 
14 as Flag Day, a national 
day of observance. Do you 
know how you are going 
to celebrate this year? 
Consider sharing the oc-
casion with your peers and 

loved ones. 
June 14 is a day to 

celebrate the historic 
symbolism of our nation’s 
banner. You can do your 
part by donating your time 
or resources to benefit the 
occasion. 

Reach out to local 
leaders to inquire about 
volunteering to help raise 
flags throughout your 
community. Many busi-
nesses and public parks in 
your area may need help 
acquiring and displaying 
the banner. You also can 
offer to donate flags to 
ensure there are enough 
throughout the area. Con-
sider hosting a community 
event inviting peers and 
neighbors to celebrate 
the day. Make it an event 
where others reflect on 
what the flag means to 
them and praise the active 
or retired service people 

in their lives. 
If you are an educator, 

Flag Day is an awesome 
opportunity to teach your 
students about their re-
sponsibility to respect 
the symbol. Take the 
following ideas from the 
National Education Asso-
ciation when developing a 
positive lesson plan. 

History of Flag Day: 
Discuss the origins and 
importance of the holiday. 

Changes to the flag: 
The banner hasn’t always 
appeared the same, its his-
tory is an interesting and 
entertaining story to show 
students how the country 
has evolved.

Overview of the War 
of 1812: Explain how 
the significance of this 
conflict had in shaping 
the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner and its connection to 
the flag.
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1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

Job Opportunities
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Flag Etiquette

The Pledge of Allegiance
THE Pledge of Al-

legiance gained 
its first major 

publicity through an of-
ficial program called the 
National Public Schools 
Celebration of Colum-
bus Day. It was Sept. 8, 
1892 when the prose was 
printed in the Youth’s 
Companion leaflet and 
distributed to schools 
throughout the country. 

While it has seen a 
few revisions since its 
original form was penned 
by Francis Bellamy, it 
became a staple in class-
rooms while remaining 
unrecognized by Con-
gress. According to the 
American Legion, i t 
wasn’t until 1942, when 
the Pledge was officially 
included in the United 
States Flag Code and 
1945 when the official 
name of the Pledge of 
Allegiance was adopted. 

When discussing the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
with younger children, 
explain that it is an op-
portunity to display their 

loyalty as a citizen to our 
country. It should be con-
sidered an act of unity 
for students to stand 
together and pay their 
respect to America’s 
banner.  Children should 
be encouraged to learn 
more about the meaning 
of the Pledge, rather than 
only recite the words. 

Much like the Na-
tional Anthem, there is 
a proper way to show 
your respect to the flag 
during the Pledge. Here 
are the steps, from the 
U.S. Flag Code. 

The pledge is to be 
recited by standing at 
attention; Face the flag 
and place the right hand 
over the heart; People in 
uniform must face the 
flag, remain silent and 
take the military salute; 
and those not in uniform 
must remove any non-
religious headdress with 
their right hand, place 
it on their left shoulder, 
in such a way that their 
right hand is over the 
heart.

On Farm 
Tire Service 

815-225-7411
Milledgeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We’re here to help.

06092025
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1140 N. 7th Street, Rochelle
815-561-BEER (2337)

www.liquornwine.com

Get $5 Off Your First In-Store Purchase of $50

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 7AM-10PM

Sun 7AM-9PM
Delivery Hours:

Mon-Sat 7AM-9:45PM
Sun 7AM-8:45PM

Spirits & Wine

See Our
Products
& Dates of

Tasting Events

Visit Our Other Locations
Dixon | Galesburg | Geneva | Genoa

Ottawa | Pontiac | St. Charles | Sterling

Download the
Liquor NWine

App

Flag Etiquette

Whether you’re an educator yourself or a parent who loves their country (and its  
flag), impress the kiddos in your life with these fun facts about the history of Old Glory. 

THE colors of the 
United States 
flag are no ac-

cident. Red stands for 
bravery, valor and zeal; 
white symbolizes purity 
and innocence; blue for 
loyalty, devotion, vigi-

lance, perseverance and 
justice of our ancestors. 
Here are some fun facts 
about the American flag. 

Nicknames for the 
American flag include: 
the Stars and Stripes, 
Old Glory and the Star-

Spangled Banner. 
The blue union holds 

50 stars to represent the 
states that make up the 
United States, the stripes 
symbolize the 13 original 
states. 

The flag was created 

to celebrate the indepen-
dence of the 13 American 
colonies from Britain. 

On June 14, (now Flag 
Day) 1777, the Conti-
nental Congress passed 
the first Flag Act which 
ultimately established the 

new flag for America. 
The first official flag 

featured its signature red 
and white stripes but had 
a bare blue union. Stars 
were added later to sig-
nify the different states 
as they entered the union.  

The current design of 
the flag has been the same 
since 1960, when Hawaii 
joined the union. 

The United States flag 
should always be on top 
of a staff if multiple flags 
are flown.

Facts About the American Flag

54 Stephenson St., German Valley

815-362-3451

 • General Automotive
• Tires
• A.S.E. Certified

• Install Jasper Engines & 
Transmissions

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

06272022

www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon

(815) 732-3252
Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 3:30pm

Community Partner

06
09
20
25
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEPart-time local  

delivery driver
The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

1101  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 

and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

125 125 
PERSONALS / PERSONALS / 
HEALTHHEALTH

I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

 
Northern ICANS - Run Date Week of 6/8/2025 

HEALTH/PERSONAL/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 

AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2020 and 
the present time, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 

1-800-535-5727 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/DOMESTIC/
CHILD CARECHILD CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 

childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. 
Available Monday-
Thursday 815-562-
4171 (9AM-3PM) 
Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-
251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

BARB & THE LATE KEVIN 
ADAMS AUCTION

SAT. JUNE 14TH @ 10 A.M.
6710 E. WOODLAND DR.,  

STILLMAN VALLEY, IL  61084
Sold Home, Will Sell: Nice selection of very 
clean items. Featuring  2021 John Deere Z345R 
Ztrak Mower; Savage Mark II .17 Mach 2 cal. 
Rifle; Ammo; John Deere Farm Toy Collection; 
Red Wing Stoneware Collection; Breyer Animals; 
Antiques; Primitives; Tools; Shop Equip.; Lawn & 
Garden; Household Items & Furniture;  More!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

305 305 
GARAGE / RUMMAGE SALEGARAGE / RUMMAGE SALE

JUNE 12, 
13, & 14
8a - 5p

1021 4th Ave, Rochelle
Calling all who work with young 
children - selling all preschool 
materials, toys, educational  
games. Perfect for daycare,  
home school, preschool or 
kindergarten. 20 years of  
classroom materials must go!

PI
A#

8

GARAGE SALE - ROCHELLE
1207 Sunrise Ct

Thur. June 12 - 5p - 8p, Fri. June 13 - 8a - 5p & 
Sat. June 14 - 8a - Noon

THE 5 BAY GARAGE IS LOADED!  
Multi-Family Sale

Hunting gear and tools, bike and carrier, TV 
and electronics, weber gas grill, wheelbarrow, 
outdoor fountain, mid-century modern couch, 

baby to adult, loads of shoes, junior name brands, 
decorator and antiques, wall decor and clocks

Endless treasures!06092025

Over 20 Sales 
throughout Hillcrest 

& Windover Park
Maps are Available 

at Every Sale  
Location

You Will Find Lots of 
Unique Items  
Priced to Sell.

So Come Enjoy a Visit in 
Our Quaint Village.

Times will vary at each sale

Village of Hillcrest 
Garage Sale 

Weekend
Thursday, June 12

Friday, June 13
Saturday, June 14

8am-5pm

ANNUALANNUAL

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

NEED A  
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would  
be glad to lend  
a helping hand! 
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153

The Latest

is available at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

Here’s why consistent advertising 
with us is a great way to build 
top of mind awareness:

Newspaper advertising helps you 
reach an engaged audience and 
build trust within the community. 
>> Our local circulation reach gives 
you more bang for your advertising buck.
>> Flexible ad sizes, formats, 
placement and frequency are available 
to fit your needs and budget.
>> Our expert team can help you develop 
and design an effective ad or campaign. 
Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service 

7 out of  10
newspaper readers 
report taking action 
after seeing an ad 

in a circular. 

Nearly
70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers 

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

www.rochellenews-leader.com

Learn more about our cost-effective 
marketing and advertising solutions 
geared toward building top of mind 
awareness today. Be sure to contact 
your sales rep to get started with a 
free consultation.

Stay Top of Mind and Save 
With Our Monthly and Annual 
Ad Contract Specials!

Rochelle News-Leader
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

Ogle County Life
Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

www.oglecountylife.com
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SPORTS

Rochelle Little League

Golden K scores win over Rochelle Veterinary Hospital during Minor League Softball Division action at Floyd J. Tilton Park

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Little League’s Minor League Softball Division season continued at the softball diamond on Thursday, May 29, when Golden K scored an 8-0 shutout win over 
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital. Above, Rochelle Veterinary’s Anna Norris (left) makes a throw from the third base position and Abigail Norris (right) throws a pitch from 

the circle. Below, Golden K’S Giannah Koch (left) fires a pitch and Lydia Van Hise (right) makes contact with the ball.

RTHS Softball

Lady Hubs make small strides during nine-win season
All-Interstate 8 honorees Martinez, Metzger headline players eligible to return

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Play-
ing mostly freshmen at the 
varsity level last season, 
the Rochelle Lady Hubs 
struggled for victories. 
With key leaders and many 
of those young players 
back as sophomores, Ro-
chelle made small strides, 
particularly on offense and 
in the circle, in 2025.

The Lady Hubs finished 
with a 9-21 overall record, 
but the team went winless 
in the Interstate 8 for the 
second straight season, 
posting an 0-10 mark. De-
spite conference struggles, 
progress was shown in 
games against Ottawa and 
Kaneland, who Rochelle 
played close each time. 

The Lady Hubs fared 
better in nonconference ac-
tion, where the team went 
9-11 with victories against 
Lexington-Ridgeview, 
Pearl City, Mendota, South 
Beloit, Genoa-Kingston, 
Rockford Lutheran, For-

reston and Ashton-Frank-
lin Center. Rochelle im-
proved its win total from 
the 2024 season and there’s 
optimism for the future, as 
only one senior will depart 
from the roster.

“We made the teams 
in our conference sweat a 
little bit and we put a bit 
more pressure on them,” 
head coach Deanna Jacobs 
said. “We made them 
throw their No. 1 pitchers 
and we forced them to 
make plays and even play 
small ball to score runs and 
win games.”

That lone senior will be 
Wartburg College commit 
Lauren Dyer, who shined 
at the plate and in the circle 
for the Lady Hubs this 
season. Dyer led Rochelle 
with a .421/.476/.568 
slash line while notching a 
team-high 40 hits, scoring 
a team-high 28 runs and 
collecting 22 RBIs. Dyer 
also started 21 games and 
threw a team-high 97.2 in-
nings for the Lady Hubs, 
striking out 97 batters with 

only 24 walks. Dyer’s 
4.95 ERA was the team 
best (minimum 15 innings 
pitched).

“I thought our growth 
came from confidence at 
the plate and confidence 
in the field,” Jacobs said. 
“We were a lot more aware 
of what was going on and 
we knew where we needed 
to get the ball as opposed 
to throwing it around. We 
were able to bounce back 
at the plate and we were 
a bit more resilient as 
opposed to getting down 
on ourselves after one 
mistake.”

Among the many soph-
omores eligible to return 
in 2026 will be Emma 
Heller, who stepped up as 
the team’s No. 2 pitcher 
before a late-season in-
jury. Heller threw 41 
innings and struck out 
an impressive 68 batters 
while posting only 14 
walks. Freshman Chey-
enne Somers emerged as 
a late-season arm for the 
Lady Hubs, striking out 

18 batters over 13 innings 
and posting a 3.23 ERA in 
limited work. Freshman 
Mya Martinez logged 20 
strikeouts over 27 innings 
pitched.

Five players recorded 
batting averages over .300 
this season. Martinez en-
joyed a breakout freshman 
season at the dish, slashing 
.363/.404/.500 with 37 
hits, 24 runs and 18 RBIs. 
Freshmen Audrina Rodri-
guez (.338/.416/.471, 23 
hits, 15 RBIs, 13 runs) 
and Cheyenne Somers 
(.321/.390/.415, 17 hits, 
18 runs, 10 RBIs) pro-
vided a punch to the 
lineup, while sophomores 
like Camryn Metzger 
(.337/.375/.490, 33 hits, 
23 RBIs, 16 runs), Jaclynn 
Lira (.292/.414/.403, 21 
hits, 11 RBIs, 12 runs) 
and Phelisity Lopez 
(.276/.488/.345, 8 hits 
and 7 runs) emerged.

Junior Madigan Wil-
liams (21 hits, 17 runs , 
8 RBIs) and sophomore 
Briel Metzger (18 hits, 

11 runs, 12 RBIs) are 
two more players eligible 
to return in 2026 for the 
Lady Hubs, who will look 
to improve in the field 
after posting 93 errors in 
30 games, an averaged of 
3.1 errors per game. In the 
circle, Rochelle will aim to 
cut down on the 22 wild 

pitches and 11 hit batters 
in 2025.

“Grit will be huge for 
us going into next season,” 
Jacobs said. “We need to be 
flexible enough to bounce 
back from our mistakes. 
We need to be able to ac-
knowledge and learn from 
mistakes.”

Junior Madigan Williams, a three-year varsity player, 
will be one of several athletes eligible to come back 
in 2026 for the Rochelle Lady Hub softball team.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Track

Hubs show growth across the board during 2025 season
State qualifiers Nuyen, Bearrows and Bivins highlight athletes eligible to return

Junior Declan McGee is one of several athletes 
eligible to return in 2026 for the Rochelle Hub track 
and field team.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Three 
of the four Rochelle Hub 
track and field athletes who 
qualified for the IHSA State 
Championship are eligible 
to return next season. With 
a trio of state qualifiers 
potentially headlining next 
year’s roster, head coach 
Dale Bergeson has high 
hopes for 2026.

Rochelle’s successful 
2025 season included win-
ning performances at the 
Oregon Hall of Fame Clas-
sic and the 51st Annual 
Ogle County Champion-
ships at RTHS. The Hubs, 
who turned in runner-up 
finishes at four meets in-
cluding the LaSalle-Peru 
Cavalier Classic during the 
outdoor season, took third 
at the Interstate 8 Confer-
ence Championships before 
finishing fourth at the IHSA 
2A Rochelle Sectional, the 
team’s best showing at a sec-
tional since the 2016 season.

“We beat 102 teams this 

year and I don’t know if 
we’ve ever done that be-
fore,” Bergeson said. “Our 
focus was on scoring points 
and not leaving points on 
the course… We only have 
one senior graduating who 
scored a lot of points for us, 
so we’re going to be young 
next year and I’m looking 
forward to that as well. We 
have a bunch of underclass-
men who’re doing really 
well and are coming back 
next year. We have three state 
qualifiers coming back and 
we have a lot of kids who 
were really close who are 
coming back. I’m excited 
to see what we can accom-
plish.”

Field events were a key 
source of points for the Hubs, 
who won dual meets against 
Morris, LaSalle-Peru, Otta-
wa and Kaneland during the 
outdoor season. Rochelle’s 
indoor season included 
second-place finishes at the 
Byron Indoor Preview and 
the Gary Egler Invitational 
at Sycamore. Of the four 
state qualifiers, three were 

in field events, with juniors 
Andrew Nuyen (pole vault) 
and Jonny Bearrows (long 
jump) each eligible to return 
for one more season.

While the Hubs will lose 
state qualifier and medalist 
Jack Tilton (high jump), Ro-
chelle will bring back a pair 
of young athletes including 
freshman Zachary John-
son and sophomore Justin 
DeClerck, who each made 
strides in the high jump this 
season. Junior Caden Good-
win (triple jump) excelled 
in the field and will be a big 
contributor in sprints and 
sprint relays in 2026.

“We were strong in the 
field events and we were 
leading almost every single 
meet after the field events,” 
Bergeson said. “That was 
our strongest section of our 
program and we really pay 
attention to what our guys are 
doing. We require our guys 
to do some field events so 
we can find those talented 
kids and coach them up. 
We scored in four of five of 
the six field events in every 

single meet and when we can 
score in each of those events, 
that’s really good for us.”

An area of major growth 
during the 2025 season 
was in the distance events, 
where juniors like Declan 
McGee and Elijah Mayen, 
along with sophomore Pedro 
Rosales and freshman Tyler 
Johnson, scored points in 
several events including 
the 800-meter, 1600-meter 
and 3200-meter runs as 
well as the 1600-meter and 
3200-meter relays. Junior 
Wyatt Worthington and state 
qualifier Hunter Bivins, a 
sophomore, spearheaded 
the charge in the hurdles 
this season.

“We saw a lot of growth 
from our sprint group and 
our distance group,” Berge-
son said. “We got some 
sectional medals out of our 
sprint group and we broke 
the fresh-soph 4x2 record. 
Having Tyler and Declan 
in our distance group… 
They were really solid and 
our 4x8 improved as well. I 
think our sprint and distance 

groups will take another step 
forward next year and I think 
that’s what will offset our 
seniors leaving and allow us 
to do even better as a team 
next year.”

While Rochelle will lose 
key sprinters in seniors 
Jackson Smith and Rich-
ard Pierce, the Hubs have 
several talented athletes eli-
gible to come back in 2026. 

Juniors like Caden Goodwin 
and Reece Harris, along with 
sophomores Jaden Martina, 
Aaron DeClerck and Justin 
DeClerck, all ran varsity 
sprints and sprint relays 
during the 2025 season. 
Freshman Nathan Rosas 
is another sprinter who 
emerged and could take on 
an even bigger varsity role 
for the Hubs in 2026.

RTHS Girls Track

Versatility leads to successful 2025 season for Lady Hubs
All-Interstate 8 athletes Manning, Cragin highlight potential returners next year

Junior Kyrie Cragin is one of many All-Interstate 8 
athletes eligible to return in 2026 for the Rochelle 
Hub track and field team.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Head 
coach Colfay Pointer de-
scribed the 2025 season as 
some of the most fun he’s 
had since taking over the 
Rochelle Lady Hub track 
and field team. With several 
athletes eligible to return next 
year, Pointer and the Lady 
Hubs will look to keep the 
good times rolling.

Rochelle’s season con-
cluded at the IHSA State 
Championship, where senior 
Erin Murphy took third in the 
Class 2A shot put competi-
tion to end a record-setting 
individual season. The Lady 
Hubs saw multiple seniors 
take on big roles during 
the 2025 season, leading 
Rochelle to victory in the 
51st Annual Ogle County 
Championships at RTHS 
and the Rock Falls Rocket 
Invitational.

“Last year was about 
getting to know the girls and 
finding out what works best 

for them,” Pointer said. “This 
year, we were able to take 
that foundation and focus 
on building our chemistry. 
We could see that connection 
carry over into competitions 
and not only did the athletes 
grow closer, but the coaches 
did too.”

Success in the field events 
was a key turning point 
for the Lady Hubs, whose 
indoor season included a 
second-place finish at the 
Sycamore Invitational and 
a third-place finish at the 
Warrior Invitational in Ster-
ling. With seniors like Erin 
Murphy (throws), Taelynn 
Rodeghero (high/long/triple 
jump) and Dempsey Atkin-
son (high/triple jump) lead-
ing the way, Rochelle won 
the LaSalle-Peru Cavalier 
Classic and earned dual wins 
over Morris, Sterling, Dixon 
and L-P.

“Field events were our 
strength this year,” Pointer 
said. “Erin scored a lot of 
points in the field events and 
both Taelynn and Dempsey 

scored points for us. We had 
more athletes step up in the 
running events, which made 
a big difference this year as 
well… We were a more ver-
satile team this year.”

Rochelle took fourth at 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship before fin-
ishing 10th in the IHSA 2A 
Sterling Sectional. While the 
Lady Hubs will lose key con-
tributors in the field, Rochelle 
has young athletes on the way 
back including sophomores 
Elyse Manning (triple jump) 
and Maddie Peska (throws). 
Junior Samantha Overton 
(pole vault) and freshman 
Gwendolyn O’Dell (high 
jump) are two more athletes 
who could take on bigger 
varsity roles for the 2026 
season.

Looking at the track, 
Rochelle saw significant 
progress in the distance and 
middle-distance areas. Junior 
Kyrie Cragin came within a 
second of qualifying for state 
in the 800-meter run, while 
underclassmen like sopho-

more Vivian Worthington 
(3200) and freshman Carol 
Carpenter (1600) emerged 
in varsity roles. Juniors 
Rose Luxton and Annaliese 
Koziol are two more distance 
athletes who, despite battling 
through injuries, could have 
big varsity roles in 2026.

“The group that stepped 
up the most was our middle-
distance group,” Pointer 
said. “Our 4x4 wasn’t very 
competitive last year and 
they finished a second away 
from state this year, which 
made a huge difference for 
our team.”

The Lady Hubs will lose 
some depth in the distance 
and middle-distance areas, 
as seniors like Arline Vil-
lanueva, Brisa Zepeda and 
Bridgett Ramirez will de-
part from the roster. In the 
hurdles, Rochelle will lose 
senior Marianna Saldana, 
an All-Interstate 8 honoree 
in the 300, but the team will 
have sophomore Jasmine 
Walsh, an All-Interstate 8 
Honorable Mention in both 

the 300 and the 100-meter 
hurdles, eligible to return. 
Walsh also contributed in the 
1600-meter relay.

Rochelle will lose some 
depth in the sprints and 
sprint relays, with seniors 
Zoe Malley and Alex Neece 
graduating from the roster, 
but the Lady Hubs have 
multiple young sprinters 

eligible to return in 2026. 
Those sprinters include 
juniors Valerie Saldana and 
Katie Toczylowski as well as 
sophomores Dylan Etes, Re-
ese Kissack and Elyse Man-
ning. Freshmen Gwendolyn 
O’Dell, Zoey Schabacker 
and Kaliyah Cathina are three 
more sprinters to watch for 
next season.
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Berg-Johnson 
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FREE ESTIMATES
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24 Hour Emergency Service
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500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

RTHS senior Kreider to cheer 
at North Central College

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Rochelle senior Trent Kreider will continue his academics and his cheerleading career 
at North Central College next year. Kreider intends to study radiation therapy.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Trent Kreider had al-
ways found cheerleading to be interesting 
prior to trying out for the Rochelle Township 
High School team as a junior. Growing up, 
Kreider attended Rochelle football games 
and watched his older sister, Taylor, perform 
with the dance team on the sideline.

Over the last two years, Kreider has rep-
resented Rochelle on the sidelines, cheering 
at football and basketball games while also 
competing for the varsity cheer team during 
the winter season. While he was initially 
unsure about taking on a new sport, Kreider 
grew into his role on the team. The only boy 
on the team, Kreider also emerged as a role 
model for younger athletes.

“Coach [Trish] Rodeghero has been really 
helpful because when I first started, I had 
no idea what I was getting into,” Kreider 
said. “She taught me everything I needed to 
know and everyone on the team was always 
so helpful… The moment I joined the team, 
I thought to myself, ‘No other guy does it, 
so why not be the first one?’ I’ve had boys 
come up to me and tell me that they want to 
do cheerleading. When we taught a cheer 
clinic at Lincoln School, there were boys 
there who really wanted to do it… I felt like 
I made a change in our community.”

Kreider grew up playing football, baseball 
and bowling, but cheerleading has since 
become his passion. Kreider’s cheerleading 
career will continue at the collegiate level, 
as he tried out for and qualified to make the 
performance and competitive cheerleading 
teams at North Central College. Kreider 
intends to study radiation therapy to pursue 
a career in the medical field.

“I’m close with my family, so I knew it 
would come down to seeing the most people 
I could,” said Kreider, whose close friend, 
RTHS alum Alivia Henkel, runs track at North 
Central. “When I first arrived on my first visit 
to North Central, I knew it was for me… I 
loved the environment and when I went to 
check out their cheer program and meet with 
the team, I knew it was for me and I knew it 
would be a great fit. It was a good group of 
friends and it felt like I had known them for a 

long time. They wanted to keep reaching out 
to me and the coaches were also very kind.”

A two-time Academic All-Interstate 8 
honoree, Kreider made significant strides 
during his first season with the cheer program, 
receiving the team’s Most Improved Varsity 
Cheerleader award. As a senior, Kreider 
helped the RTHS varsity team finish first 
at the Wilmington Invitational, the J-Hawk 
Invitational at Rockford Jefferson and the 
Andrew Winter Storm Classic in Tinley 
Park. Kreider’s senior season included a 
third-place performance at the Interstate 8 
Conference meet.

“The cheer program has helped me build 
a lot more confidence, not just in cheerlead-
ing but in everything,” Kreider said. “The 
moment you go out and perform in front of 
a huge crowd, it truly changes your point of 
view… It taught me how to do my best and 
not crack under the pressure. I hadn’t ever 
done tumbling and I’m hoping that I can work 
more with the North Central team on skills 
like jumps and tumbling. I’m also looking to 
continue gaining more stunting experience.”

At North Central, Kreider will have the op-
portunity to perform and compete alongside a 
cheer squad that finished second in the 2024 
NCA College Nationals at Daytona Beach, 
Florida. Kreider earned his spot on the North 
Central team after completing a tryout during 
the spring of this year. Kreider said he felt 
confident entering the tryout, which included 
learning and performing cheers and jumps as 
well as tumbling and stunting. Within days 
of completing his tryout and qualifying for 
the team, Kreider made his final decision to 
attend North Central.

“I started my cheer career late, so I’m 
excited to have more years to continue to 
cheer,” Kreider said. “I’ve been working 
on my coed stunts, which are one base and 
one girl, and I’ve been working on getting 
the girls up in the air by myself, which is a 
bigger opportunity for me than what I had 
in high school. It gives me a chance to work 
on more elite and harder skills… I’m not 
always the quickest learner, but when I 
put my mind to something, I’m focused 
and I know I can do it. Cheerleading has 
helped my confidence, so I went into the 
tryout confident and excited.”
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SPORTS NORTH CENTRAL BOUND 
 
RTHS senior Trent Kreider will cheer for 
North Central College next year. 
 
See page 15 for more details
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Rochelle Little League

Become a  
Hubs Super Fan
today! Contact your sales 

representative today!
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
JonathanHernandezYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?A: Three years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Working hard and the great exercise.Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My father because he can 
support me and my family.

Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an NCAA wrestling coach.Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Miami so I could relax in the 
great weather.

Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: The great team bonding, the 

commitment and making new friends.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A:  I enjoy getting the opportunity 

to work and achieve my goals.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because it challenges me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents because they’ve 
worked their whole lives to help 

me have a good life.
Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an architect because they 

are very creative.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Spain because of the nice beaches.Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: Making friends because of sports.

Dylan
MelvinYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Firemen defeat Kiwanis 7-5 during Major League Baseball Division action at Floyd J. Tilton Park

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Little League’s Major League Baseball Division season continued at Joe Doner Field on Monday, when the Firemen took down Kiwanis 7-5. Above, Firemen’s 
Lucas Bunger (left) reaches up for a catch at the shortstop position and Remy Hunley (right) throws a pitch from the mound. Below, Riley Heal (left) fires toward home 

plate and Noah Hayden (right) puts the ball in play for Kiwanis. The Firemen improved to 8-3 with the win, while Kiwanis moved to 6-5 with the loss.

OFFENSE HIGHLIGHTS 11-WIN SEASON
Five Rochelle hitters record batting averages over .300 during 2025 campaign

Senior Brandyn Metzger was one of five players who posted a batting average 
over .300 for the Rochelle Hub baseball team during the 2025 season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub baseball 
team had five batters finish 
with averages over .300 
during the 2025 season. 
With offensive numbers 
on the rise, head coach 
Jarrod Reynolds said that 
improved defense and 
pitching will be key fo-
cuses for the Hubs as the 
offseason begins.

Rochelle finished with 
an 11-20 overall record, 
but the Hubs went winless 
in the Interstate 8 for the 
second straight season, 
posting an 0-15 record as 
the team rode a 31-game 
conference losing streak 
into the summer. Despite 
the struggles in conference 
play, Rochelle fared well 
against its nonconference 
opponents, going 11-5 and 
beating teams like Rock-
ford Boylan, Rockford 
Auburn, Streator, Rock-
ford Guilford, Sterling, 
Marengo, Dixon, Harvard 
and Belvidere.

“I thought our seniors 
played well and the top of 
our order hit the ball really 
well,” Reynolds said. “It’s 
always nice when seniors 
play well during their last 
year. We’re really young 
and we have a lot of tal-
ented kids. I hope they 
continue to improve and 

get better because I think 
we can have some good 
years coming up. We have 
to get better defensively 
and work on our arms a bit. 
We saw some good things 
this year and I think we 
have some potential and 
talent going forward.”

Much of the turnaround 
on offense was due to 
major improvements from 
returning seniors like 
Carson Lewis, who led 
Rochelle with 45 hits and 
a .417 batting average. 
Seven Hubs finished with 
at least 10 RBIs after only 
three did so during the 
2024 season, when Ro-
chelle went 7-22. Seniors 
Brandyn Metzger (.337) 
and Ethan Goodwin (.327) 
each raised their averages 
by over .100, while junior 
Brode Metzger (.347) hit 
over the .300 mark for the 
second consecutive year.

“Our hitting got bet-
ter,” Reynolds said. “We 
averaged more runs per 
game… Our team batting 
average was better and at 
times, I thought we had 
a lot of pitching depth. 
We have guys who throw 
harder and hopefully we 
see that continue to im-
prove. Overall, our hitting 
was better.”

Sophomore Brody 
Bruns (.376) also raised his 
average significantly from 
the 2024 season. While the 

Hubs hit just two home 
runs, Rochelle totaled 10 
triples and 38 doubles, 
far more than the 2024 
season. Brandyn Metzger 
led the Hubs with 27 RBIs, 
while Bruns drove in 23 
RBIs. Goodwin and Brode 
Metzger each recorded 18 
RBIs for the Hubs, who 
will graduate five seniors 
including Lewis, Good-
win, Brandyn Metzger, 
Ryan Senne and Antonio 
Trenado.

On the mound, Rochelle 
had 10 players throw in-
nings this season, with the 
majority of those innings 
going to seven players. 
While depth wasn’t an is-
sue for the Hubs in 2025, 
consistency was difficult 
to find, as the team fin-
ished with 171 strikeouts 
and 169 walks over 190 
innings pitched. Rochelle 
hit 36 batters, committed 
three balks, threw 75 wild 
pitches and concluded the 
season with a team ERA 
of 7.29. Lewis (45) and 
Bruns (41.1) led the team 
in innings pitched.

“We had a lot of guys 
who could pitch and 
pitched well at times, but 
we were inconsistent,” 
Reynolds said. “Some of 
those young guys were 
put into varsity baseball 
and thrown in out of ne-
cessity, so they had some 
good games and they had 

some games where they 
struggled.”

Defense was another 
struggle for the Hubs, 
who committed 90 errors 
over 31 games (2.9 errors 
per game) and ended the 
year with an .893 fielding 
rate. While Rochelle will 
graduate a talented senior 
class, the team will have a 
promising group of sopho-
mores eligible to return in 
2026. That includes Bruns 
(a second-year varsity 
player in 2025), Dylan 

Manning (.286 average, 
18 hits, 12 RBIs), Johnny 
Andrist (11 hits, 13 RBIs, 
21.2 IP) and Andrew 
Huerta (12 hits, 9 RBIs, 
15.2 IP). Brode Metzger (a 
third-year varsity player 
in 2025), Van Gerber (7 
hits, 3 RBIs), Gavin Neale 
(5 hits, 3 RBIs) and Seth 
Ramos are four juniors 
eligible to come back next 
season.

“Free bases were a 
problem for us this year 
and our infield defense 

was a struggle at times,” 
Reynolds said. “We need 
to see our defense take a 
step forward. We aver-
aged about 15 free bases 
allowed per game and that 
isn’t going to win us very 
many baseball games… 
Having Brody and Brode 
back next year will be ex-
citing because they have 
a lot of varsity experi-
ence. Dylan, Andrew and 
Johnny all did some good 
things and they’ll play a 
big role next year.”


