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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

$15 off
Service Call

TRI COUNTY DISCOUNT WATER
815.375.8274

Same day service available or 
setup at your convenience for:

Water Analysis

System Flush, Clean & Check

Optimize System Programming

Inspect & Change Filters

Check Salt Levels

Inspect Vital System Components

WE OFFER SALT DELIVERY!
info@tricountydiscountywater.com

For emergency service please contact us at 815.520.0197

Serving Northern Illinois 
including the Greater Rockford 
area, North West Suburbs, and 
Chicagoland areas

Please allow our family to service your family’s water 
needs with our expert water care at a discounted price.

04162025
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Carlos Kain Toribio Kunz Lewis White

MENDOTA – Six out-
standing Mendota High 
School boys and girls have 
been selected to attend the 
Annual Premier Boys State 
and the Illini Girls State held 
at Eastern Illinois University 
in June. The programs, spon-
sored by the American Legion 
and the American Legion Aux-
iliary, are designed to teach 
young men about voting and 
the election process in a dem-

ocratic society and to teach 
young women to understand 
and appreciate their roles as 
United States citizens.

Mendota High School 
students attending Boys State 
include: Spencer Kain, son of 
Casey and Krysten Kain of 
West Brooklyn, sponsored 
by the VFW Auxiliary Post 
4079; Sebastian Carlos, son 
of Rosa Escatel and Lauro 
Carlos of Mendota, spon-

sored by the Mendota Lions 
Club; and Carlos Toribio, 
son of Adriana DeLeon of 
Mendota, sponsored by the 
Mendota Elks Lodge.

Mendota High School 
students attending Girls State 
include: Talia White, daugh-
ter of Michelle Shaver of 
Mendota and Errol White Jr. 
of LaSalle, sponsored by the 
VFW Auxiliary Post 4079; 
Hannah Kunz, daughter of 

Matt and Stephanie Kunz 
of Mendota, sponsored by 
the Mendota Lions Club; 
and Ella Lewis, daughter 
of Julie Lewis of Mendota, 
sponsored by the Mendota 
Elks Lodge.

Over 750 eleventh grade 
boys and approximately 600 
eleventh grade girls from 
around the state will attend 
the week-long leadership 
seminar.

MHS students chosen for Boys, Girls State

MENDOTA – The Mendota His-
torical Society is bringing back one of 
its most popular events this summer. 
Railroad Heritage Day will be held on 
Saturday, June 14 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Union Depot Railroad Museum, 
783 Main St., Mendota. 

This one-day event will feature lots 
of great history focused activities and 
exhibits. The day will include activities 

for people of all ages.
Among the outstanding things on 

the docket will be a display of antique 
cars and trucks, barrel train rides for the 
children and a vintage inspection car. 
In addition, the Old West Regulators 
will be there to stage a robbery of the 
on-site historic mail car. 

Food and beverages will be avail-
able for purchase and music will be 

provided by local favorite, Ray Tutaj. 
The event will go ahead rain or shine. 
This is going to be fun for the entire 
family.

According to Historical Society 
board member Alan Russell, “This 
event has always been a favorite with 
the community. After taking a break 
from it last year, we wanted to be sure 
to bring it back for 2025.”

The barrel train ride is an exciting attraction for children at Railroad Heritage Day in Mendota.

Railroad Heritage Day returning to Mendota

By BEN SZALINSKI 
& JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Giving almost no time 
for public review, Illinois Democrats pushed 
through a $55.2 billion budget for next fiscal 
year late on May 31, bolstering coffers with 
new taxes on sports bets, nicotine products 
and businesses.

The $55.2 billion spending plan is sup-
ported by $55.3 billion of revenue, including 
just over $1 billion in new taxes and revenue 
changes. 

The four bills making up the budget and 
capital spending plan, were part of a flurry 
of thousands of pages of legislation that went 
from introduction to passage in the final 48 
hours of the legislative session. 

The budget marked a roughly 3.9% 
spending increase from the current year, 
while Republicans criticized it for containing 

few cuts. It raises about $500 million more 
in new revenue than what Gov. JB Pritzker 
proposed in February to make up for declining 
base revenues. 

The minority party also aired frustration 
with supermajority Democrats for providing 
next to no time for 
public review of the 
massive spending plan 
and other major bills.

“We’re rushing this 
process like we always 
do. ‘Let’s hide this 
stuff. Let’s hide it so 
that the public doesn’t 
see it until it’s too 
late,’” Rep. John Cabello, R-Machesney 
Park, said. 

Democrats said it was the best budget they 
could manage in a difficult year. To address 
potential uncertainties stemming from federal 

policy changes, they gave the governor au-
thority over a new $100 million “emergency” 
fund. And they frequently lobbed criticisms 
at President Donald Trump and Republicans 
in Congress.

“I am very pleased to be able to present 
a balanced budget crafted to be fiscally and 
socially responsible, because we see the 
decisions made in Washington right now 
are neither,” House Majority Leader Robyn 
Gabel, D-Evanston said. “Erratic leadership 
in Washington has affected our economic 
outlook, our revenue projections, and even 
threatened federal funding for our most 
crucial services.” 

The GOP also took issue with the tax in-
creases, although the measure did not raise 
or create new sales, income or service taxes.

Instead, the measures expand state taxes 
on foreign and out-of-state income for busi-
nesses, raise tax rates on tobacco, vapes and 

sports gambling, and sweep fund balances 
from several lesser-known and utilized state 
funds. 

The spending measure, Senate Bill 2510, 
passed the House 75-41 just before 10 p.m. 
The Senate followed around 11:30 p.m. with 
a 34-23 vote. The revenue and tax changes, 
House Bill 2755, and the budget implemen-
tation bill, House Bill 1075, both passed 
with relative ease before the constitution’s 
midnight deadline and only Democratic votes 
as well. Gov. JB Pritzker issued a statement 
saying he would sign it. 

Another spate of tax increases included 
in a transit governance overhaul bill sur-
faced late but sputtered. The failed measure 
would have added a $1.50 fee on food and 
package deliveries and taxed electric vehicle 

New taxes on sports bets, nicotine products as Illinois passes $55.2B budget 

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota High School Interact 
Club has a reputation of being involved and helping 
the Mendota community in any project or assistance 
available.

Now, it’s reaching a little further, to Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia.

“I think it’s really important to donate to the or-
phanage in Bolivia. We do a lot of different things in 
our community and we have a lot of opportunities to 
help out Mendota,” said Leah Stamberger, who will be 
a senior this fall and has been a part of Interact since 
joining the high school ranks. “It’s also exciting to go 
outside of Mendota and the country to help these kids 
that need help.

“When you think about community service, you think 
about just your community. But there is so much more 
we can do outside of our community to help people 
because a lot of people are struggling.”

The Interact Club started an Amazon Wishlist to 
gather items to take to Judah Quy, an orphanage for 
disabled children in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.

Alisa Stewart, an MHS science teacher who also 
directs the Interact Club and is heavily involved in the 
foreign exchange student program, had planned a trip 
to see 2019-2020 MHS exchange student, Carolina 
Velasco, who lives in Santa Cruz.

Stewart asked Velasco how the club could help 
and Velasco began reaching out to different or-
phanages.

Alisa Stewart, left, a Mendota High School science 
teacher and director of the MHS Interact Club is 
leaving for Santa Cruz, Bolivia on June 9 to deliver 
items collected by the Club to an orphanage for 
disabled children. Leah Stamberger, right, soon-to-
be MHS senior, is a member of the Club. (Reporter 
photo by Brandon LaChance)

MHS Interact Club offers 
joy to Bolivia orphanage
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Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured • Gutter 
Cleaning • Stump Grinding

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 228-6252

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

03
05

20
25

Time for yard 
cleanups!

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, 
Vintage Cars, Foreign & Domestic, 
Restored & Unrestored, Hot Rods, 
Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles 63O-2O1-8122

Call Jim at

Top Dollar Paid
for your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

$$$$

03192025

Do you have questions about;
• MSP Medical Savings Programs

o MSP helps qualified individuals pay Medicare Part A and Part B premiums, deductibles,
coinsurance and copayments

• LIS Low Income Subsidy
o LIS is “Extra Help” for people with limited income and resources to help pay

Medicare drug coverage (Part D) premiums, deductibles, coinsurance and other costs

• Medicare Applications
o Health Insurance for people with low-income and limited resources

• SNAPApplications
o SNAP provides food benefits to people with low-income

ATTENTION SENIORS
AND DISABLED PERSONS
MENDOTA AREA
SENIOR SERVICES
CAN HELP!

Please call for an appointment
815.539.7700
Bilingual assistance is available
www.mendotaareaseniorservices.org

Mendota Area Senior Services is a non-profit organization and can help you apply for
these programs at no charge

NoCostService

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Sometimes you’ll hear, 
“There is nothing to do in Mendota.”

Well, whoever said it, must not have looked 
at a Mendota YMCA calendar.

Mendota YMCA Branch Manager, Ste-
phen Donnell, YMCA Assistant Manager 
Omar Espinoza, and the YMCA staff make 
sure there is plenty to do in multiple areas.

“This is the beginning of the height of 
our program season. It’s a lot of phone calls 
and getting things set,” Donnell said. “With 
a young staff, college kids coming back, 
trying to get them the hours they ask for and 
keep them involved. It’s not just myself and 
Omar. We had several of our staff working 
on the golf outing.

“It’s great and exciting to have more people 
involved in each of our programs from year 
to year. There are a lot of kids and adults 
who want to be involved in something. Our 
soccer league exploded last year. There were 
five men’s teams last year and we’ll have six 
teams this year, while the women will have 
4-6 teams.

“It’s so much fun. It’s fun to watch and 
they have fun playing.”

The Mendota YMCA 5v5 Soccer League 
runs June 14-July 26 at the Mendota Area 

Youth Soccer League fields at Lake Mendota. 
Women play at 5 p.m. on Fridays and men 
play at 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

Players, fee is $45 each, have to be 16 years 
old or older, there is a max of 12 players per 

team and any subs not on the roster must pay 
$15 extra fee and wear a jersey. 

The Summer Adventure Camp is going on 
right now, June 2-July 4. From 8:30-10:30 
a.m. Monda through Thursday, kids ages 

4-12, will enjoy camp activities and games 
at the Lake Mendota West Pavilion. 

Summer Adventure Camp is $100 for a 
YMCA member and $140 for a non-member. 
The deadline to register is June 5, but there 
is a $15 late registration fee.

The YMCA partners with the Mendota 
Elks Lodge for the Elks Soccer Shoot. This 
year, the kids will take to the MAYS fields 
from 9 a.m.-noon June 7 and June 14. The 
winners will compete at Elks State Soccer 
Shoot in Springfield on October 4. Fill 
out the registration form at the Mendota 
YMCA.

A men’s softball league is kicking off this 
year with play from 6-8 p.m. on Thursdays 
from June 26-July 31 at the Lake Mendota 
Softball Field. The league is $45 per player 
18 years or older. There is a minimum of 
nine players per team and a maximum of 15 
players per team. The registration deadline 
is June 20.

And don’t forget about the second annual 
pickleball tournament taking to the court 
during the Mendota Sweet Corn Festival the 
second weekend in Augus.

All program registration takes place at 
the Mendota YMCA, call 815-538-2900 or 
the QR code on fliers through the Mendota 
YMCA Facebook page.

Mendota YMCA programs give you plenty to do this summer

Golfers from Mendota and all over the Illinois Valley competed in the Mendota YMCA 
Golf Outing on Saturday, May 10. The golf outing was the first of many programs the 
Mendota YMCA had for you in the spring and has for you in the summer. (Reporter 
photo by Brandon LaChance)

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Summer is 
here, school is over, but the 
Mendota FFA Parliamentary 
Procedure Team is still excited 
and proud of what it was able to 
accomplish during the 2024-25 
school year.

The team composed of Mar-
en Atherton, Heather Mann, 
Daniel Pierce, Jessica Reel, 
Leah Stamberger and Karson 
Sundberg were juggernauts 
through the postseason.

Mendota finished second 
at the March 11 section event 
at Ottawa High School, won 
district on March 26 at Joliet 
Junior College and finished 
10th at state on May 1 at Illinois 
Central College in Peoria.

“It was a very exciting op-
portunity. This is the third year I 
competed on the Parliamentary 
Procedure Team,” said Stam-
berger, who will be a senior in 
the fall. “My freshman year I 
was on a team of all seniors. I 

was actually able to advance to 
state as a freshman, so I’ve kind 
of been working toward getting 
back to that point. We had a lot of 
night practices. We put in a lot of 
work and dedication to placing 
high or winning contests. 

“I have a lot of fun with it. I 
enjoy Parliamentary Procedure 
because it made me fall in love 
with FFA. I’m excited we were 
able to do so well at section, 
district and state.” 

Reel, only in her second 
year on the procedure team, 
said it took her the first year to 
understand what it really was.

But her second year, as a 
junior, proved she understood 
and enjoyed what the parliament 
of the procedure really means. 

“We had a pretty young 
team this year with Leah and 
I being two of the oldest. It’s a 
good experience,” Reel said. “It 
takes a lot of dedication because 
there is so much that goes into 
it. I feel like we’ve become a 
family. When we found out we 

won the district competition, 
we all got so excited. It was 
such an emotional, awesome 
experience. 

“I feel like a lot of people 
doubted us. It was nice to prove 
them wrong and show our 
selves we can do it.”

If you don’t know what 
Parliamentary Procedure is, you 
can ask anyone on the team and 
they’ll tell you.

“Parliamentary Procedure 
is conduct of meeting. There 
are five of us on the floor and 
there is one of us who is the 
chair, the presiding officer,” 
Reel said. “You go into this 
room with a bunch of judges. 
Everyone gets a scenario and 
a required motion. You get a 
minute to look at the scenario 
and to start thinking about what 
you’re going to debate on and 
how you’re going to incorporate 
your motion.

“The chair leads the meeting 
and there is a lot of discussion as 
we change and alter the scenario 

to make it how it’s supposed 
to be.”

Stamberger can add more 
layers.

“You’re given a main mo-
tion which is basically the 
thing you’ll be discussing in 
the meeting. You have to decide 
whether you’re for or against 
the main motion,” Stamberger 
said. “You’re given additional 
motions, which you’re ex-
pected to form recess, refer 
to a committee, and adjourn. 
You’re expect to know how 
to demonstrate those motions.

“There are a lot of aspects in 
it, but Parliamentary Procedure 
is a great opportunity because 
it’s something you can defi-
nitely use in the future. A lot of 
different meetings and organi-
zations try to use Parliamentary 
Procedure but often times use 
it wrong. Competing in these 
contests gives us a chance to 
be the leaders of those meetings 
because we know how to use 
Parliamentary Procedure and 

the laws.”
Also included are oral ques-

tions after the team uses its 11 
minutes to demonstrate. There 
is also a 25-question written test.

Mann was the chair, while 

Reel, Stamberger, Pierce, Ath-
erton and Sundberg were on 
the floor.

The MHS FFA staff advisors 
are Matt Meyer and Dawn 
Dieter. 

Parliamentary Procedure Team represents Mendota FFA at state

The Mendota FFA Parliamentary Procedure Team 
represented by, left to right, Karson Sundberg, Daniel 
Pierce, Jessica Reel, Leah Stamberger, Maren Atherton 
and Heather Mann finished second at sectional, won 
district at Joliet Junior College and finished 10th at the 
state event at Illinois Central College.
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MENDOTA – Live Well 
Mendota will present Ex-
plore New Likes events for 
youth this summer.

• Pickleball Basics – 
Wednesday, June 18, 1-2:30 
p.m. Free for incoming 5th-
12th graders at Lake Mendo-
ta courts. Register online by 
June 13. www.surveymon-
key.com/r/25Pickleball

• Planting – Wednesday, 
June 25, 10-11 a.m. Cost is 
$5 for incoming 5th-12th 
graders at Lake Mendota 
back shelter. Learn about 
plants. The fee covers the 
plant and pot. Pay at the door. 
Register online by June 19. 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
Planting25

• Auto Body Workshop 
– Wednesday, July 9, 1-3 
p.m. Free for incoming 8th-
12th graders at the Mendota 
YMCA. Learn how to repair 
dents, scratches and rust on 
your car. Register online by 
July 7. www.surveymonkey.
com/r/Auto25

• Food Science Camp – 
Monday, July 21 through Fri-
day, July 25, 9-10 a.m. Free 
for incoming 6th through 
12th graders at the Mendota 
Civic Center. Explore the sci-
ence in our food. Register by 
July 14. http//go.illinois.edu/
FoodScienceCampMendota

• Crochet Class – Monday, 
July 21 through Friday, July 
25, 11 a.m.-noon. Free for 
incoming 9th-12th graders 
at the Mendota Civic Cen-
ter. Register online by July 
14. www.surveymonkey.
com/r/25Crochet

• Illinois Junior Chef – 
Monday, July 21 through 
Friday, July 25, 1-3 p.m. Free 
for incoming 5th graders at 
the Mendota Civic Center. 
Learn easy-to-make recipes, 
tips to stay safe in the kitchen 
and information on eating 
healthy. Register by calling 
815-433-0707.

For more information 
about any of the events, call 
Maria at 815-539-7459.

Classes, activities, fun being 
offered by Live Well Mendota

LaSALLE – The Women Inspired Network (WIN) is 
thrilled to announce its upcoming signature event, La Dolce 
Vita Night, on Wednesday, June 11, starting at 5:30 p.m., at 
The Detour, 325 Third St., LaSalle.  This special evening 
promises to celebrate friendship, beauty, and the joy of living 
well, offering an opportunity for members and newcomers 
alike to connect and be inspired.

La Dolce Vita, or “the sweet life,” embodies the essence 
of this event, where guests can enjoy an evening of connec-
tion, laughter, and unforgettable moments.  Whether you’re 
a longtime member of WIN or new to our community, join 
in meeting inspiring women who reflect the heart of WIN.

“We’re excited to invite everyone to join us in celebrating 
La Dolce Vita!” said Cherie Reynolds, WIN Co-Founder. 
“This is more than just an invitation - it’s a call to embrace 
joy, celebrate life, and connect in a truly meaningful way.”

Attendees are encouraged to bring a friend to share in 
the magic of the evening. Reserve your spot and find more 
details about La Dolce Vita Night at https://srccf.org/event/
win-la-dolce-vita-night-2025/

For more information, contact Janice Corrigan at 815.252.2906.

About WIN:
Women Inspired Network is a charitable giving circle of 

local philanthropic women who make annual contributions 
to empower and enhance the quality of life throughout our 
community.  WIN is a component fund of the Starved Rock 
Country Community Foundation whose mission is to “connect 
people who care with causes that matter.”

To learn more or to become a member https://srccf.org/
women-inspired-network-join-win/

Women Inspired Network to embrace 
La Dolce Vita at signature summertime event

OTTAWA – The Illi-
nois Department of Trans-
portation announced that 
construction on Interstate 
39 in La Salle County was 
scheduled to start June 2. The 
work zone is located entirely 
on the Abraham Lincoln 
Memorial Bridge crossing 
the Illinois River.

Work will maintain the 
bridge expansion joints. 
The project will begin in the 
southbound lanes and one 
lane of traffic will be open. 
Work will later shift to the 
northbound lanes. The $1.3 
million project is expected 
to be completed by the end 
of July.

Motorists can expect de-
lays and should allow extra 
time for trips through this 
area and be prepared for slow 
and stopped traffic. To avoid 
the work area, when feasible, 
use of alternate routes should 
be considered. Drivers are 
urged to pay close attention to 
changed conditions and signs 

in the work zones, obey the 
posted speed limits, refrain 
from using mobile devices, 
and be alert for workers and 
equipment.

Over the next six years, 
IDOT is planning to im-
prove more than 3,000 miles 
of highway and nearly 10 
million square feet of bridge 
deck as part of the Rebuild 
Illinois capital program, 
which is investing $33.2 
billion into all modes of 
transportation. Accom-
plishments through Year 
Five of Rebuild Illinois 
include approximately $16 
billion of improvements 
statewide on 6,541 miles 
of highway, 686 bridges 
and 986 additional safety 
improvements.

For IDOT District 3 
updates on X, follow us 
at @IDOTDistrict3. View 
area construction details on 
IDOT’s traveler information 
map at www.GettingAroun-
dIllinois.com.

I-39 bridge work 
in LaSalle County

MENDOTA – As a part-
ner in the international 
DAISY Award program 
that recognizes nurses’ ex-
traordinary clinical skill 
and compassionate care, 
OSF HealthCare Saint Paul 
Medical Center recently 
presented its DAISY Award 
to Jana Trembly, RN.

Trembly has been caring 
for patients in Mendota for 
nearly 20 years and cur-
rently serves in the infusion 
room within the Community 
Health Services Department. 
Her recent nomination came 
from a grateful patient’s 
family member who shared 
a heartfelt experience: “Jana 
was our neighbor growing 
up. I haven’t seen her in over 
30 years. My mom came in 
for her annual infusion and 
Jana lit up; she remembered 
us instantly. She made us feel 
calm, at ease, and welcomed. 
She was so understanding of 
my mom’s memory struggles 
at age 88 and made us feel 
so special. The check-in staff 
were just as kind. The whole 
experience was simply won-
derful.”

Heather Bomstad, vice 
president and chief nursing 
officer for OSF Saint Paul 
and OSF Saint Elizabeth 

Medical Centers, said: “The 
DAISY Award gives us a 
meaningful way to honor our 
nurses’ incredible impact. 
Jana’s compassion and ded-
ication are truly inspiring.”

The DAISY Award pro-
gram can be found in over 

2,000 healthcare facilities 
in all 50 states and 14 other 
countries. OSF HealthCare 
encourages patients, family 
members, and fellow staff 
to recognize caregivers who 
have provided exceptional 
care and service by nomi-

nating them for an award 
to honor their dedication. 
For more information about 
the DAISY and Sunflower 
awards or to submit a nom-
ination, visit: https://www.
osfhealthcarefoundation.
org/gratefulpatient/.

OSF DAISY Award received by Jana Trembly, RN

Heather Bomstad, left, vice president and chief nursing officer, and Dawn Trompeter, 
right, president, congratulate Jana Trembly, 2025 DAISY Award Winner at OSF Saint 
Paul Medical Center. (Photo contributed)

MENDOTA – Live at the Lake is sched-
uled for Saturday, June 21 at the Mendota 
Civic Center. 

The concert will feature the music of 
Greenfield Station and is sponsored by 
Reimagine Mendota.

The evening will begin with a cookout 
and food for sale starting at 5 p.m. and 
continuing until 10 p.m. Greenfield Station 

will perform from 6-10 p.m.
Alcohol and soft drinks will be avail-

able. There will be a 50/50 drawing and 
tip boards.

All proceeds will go toward the Mendota 
Pavilion on Main Street Project.

For more information about Reimagine 
Mendota, go online to www.reimagine-
mendota.org.

Live at the Lake June 21 at Mendota Civic Center

PRINCETON – Did you 
know there is a University of 
Illinois Extension office in 
all of Illinois’ 102 counties, 
including Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, and Putnam? As 
part of the state’s land-grant 
university system, Illinois 
Extension delivers educa-
tional programs, extends 
knowledge, and builds part-
nerships that empower peo-
ple, strengthen communities, 
and protect our environment.

University of Illinois 
Extension invites area res-
idents to attend the Illinois 
Extension Roadshow. These 
open houses will allow you 
to meet local staff, explore 
programming, and discover 
how Extension can support 
your goals. Illinois Exten-
sion programs serve various 
interests, including youth 
development through 4-H, 
nutrition and wellness ed-
ucation, nature, gardening, 
and agriculture.

“We would like to invite 
our communities to visit our 
offices and learn more about 
all the services we offer,” 
said County Extension Di-
rector Erin Orwig. “We look 
forward to showcasing all of 
our programs.”

Open houses will be held 
at each of the following 
offices: 

• Monday, June 9, 5-6:30 
p.m. Bureau County Office, 
850 Thompson St., Becker 
Professional Suites, Princ-
eton.

• Tuesday, June 10, 5-6:30 
p.m. LaSalle County Office, 
1689 N. 31st Road., Ottawa.

• Wednesday, June 11, 
5-6:30 p.m. Marshall-Put-
nam County Office, 509 
Front St., Henry.

Meet your
local Illinois
Extension 
team this 
summer

PRINCETON – Learning Stages in co-
operation with Festival 56 in Princeton 
has a mission to bring educationally sound 
professional theatre experiences to young 
actors ages 8-14. This intensive experience 
is designed to allow its campers the op-
portunity to develop their acting, singing, 
movement, and dancing skills while creating 
alongside industry professionals assembled 
from across the country. 

Camp 56 will be held weekdays from July 
7– July 18 at St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
in Princeton with camp Co-Directors Reid 
Tomasson, Analisa Pisano and assistant 
Jordan Britt.  The culmination of the camp 
experience will be an onstage appearance 
as part of the chorus ensemble in five to 10 
performances (July 25-Aug. 3) of the Fes-
tival 56 production of The Little Mermaid. 

Over the course of one month, campers 
will participate in a series of theatrical 

experiences including auditioning, impro-
visation, design, make-up, prop making, 
technical theatre, management, and musical 
theatre. Campers will be cast in, rehearse 
and perform with experienced professionals 
from the Festival 56 company in this sum-
mer’s mainstage production of The Little 
Mermaid as part of the company. Campers 
will be offered a unique perspective behind 
the scenes and backstage while gaining 
knowledge by participating in professional 
dress and tech rehearsals and seeing a show 
through from its opening until closing night. 
This summer opportunity allows campers the 
chance to gain a better understanding of a 
career in theatre as they meet and interact 
with seasoned professional artists.

Registration is available online at Festi-
val56.com The camp fee is $125 per child. 
Need-based scholarships are available as are 
family discounts. Registration forms can be 

picked up at the theater, or accessed online 
at www.festival56.com, under the education 
tab. Camp forms along with the registration 
fees, should be mailed to the Festival box 
office at 316 S. Main St., Princeton, IL 
61356 or scanned and returned to Learn-
ingStage@Festival56.com. If you choose to 
pay for your registration online, please go 
to the ticketing site and click on Camp 56. 
Service fees apply when purchasing online.  
Registration deadline is June 30, 2025.

Camp 56 is grateful to its sponsors, in-
cluding in part by the Illinois Arts Council, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Starved Rock Country Community Founda-
tion, and Sun Foundation’s “Community Arts 
Access Regranting Program, the Community 
Foundation of Central Illinois, the Princeton 
Closet, Bob Glaser, St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church and Monical’s Pizza.

Young actors’ theatre camp offered July 7-18 
at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Princeton
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TRAVEL TRAILER
RECREATIONAL 
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BOAT

Lisa Quest 
815-857-2125

Julie Burkardt 
815-849-5219
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travel trailer insurance  

specialists today.
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Backside of old Mendota Lutheran Home 

building, parking lot side Winner: Zachary Hunt

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 
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or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

OTTAWA – The Starved 
Rock Country Community 
Foundation recently awarded 
a $1,000 community grant 
for the third annual “Rumblin 
on the River Showdown,” an 
elite livestock exhibition for 
youth ages 5 to 21.

The 2025 show, “Where 
Champions Roar,” is ex-
pected to draw 250 to 300 
exhibitors to the LaSalle 
County Fairgrounds, Sat-
urday, June 28 and Sunday, 
June 29, said Rumblin on the 
River President Chris Utegg 
of Grand Ridge.

The event is an opportuni-
ty for youth to exhibit cattle, 
sheep, goats and swine. 

“Our goal is to keep 
youth rooted in agriculture 
and to have a rewarding 
experience,” said Utegg. 
“No exhibitor goes away 
empty-handed.”

She said livestock exhib-
itors from north central and 
northern Illinois are “ecstatic” 
to have a show closer to home. 
Utegg has high expectations 
for the annual event. 

“Our long-term goal is to 
become the elite 4-species jack-
pot weekend in the Midwest.”

Rumblin on the River Showdown committee members Holly Marsh of Earlville and 
Carter Gualandri of Grand Ridge, with Starved Rock Country Community Foundation 
President Fran Brolley. The group recently toured the LaSalle County Fairgrounds, 
home of the Showdown on June 28-29. (Photo contributed)

SRCCF awards grant for livestock show

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA - The Mendota City Council approved 
several requests and heard reports at its June 2 regular 
council meeting.

ALDERMANIC REPORTS
Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick presented two requests 

for the council’s consideration, both of which were 
approved. The first request was from the Mendota Elks 
Lodge for the use of Veterans Park for the annual Flag 
Day ceremony. This year’s event will be Saturday, June 
14 at 7 p.m.

The other request was from Expressions Salon to 
block off three parking spaces in front of its place of 
business at 709 Illinois Ave. for its annual back-to-school 
free haircut event. This year’s date is Saturday, Aug. 2 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Alderwoman Vicki Johnson gave a reminder of three 
events put on by the Reimagine Mendota group, all 
of which raise money for the Pavilion on Main Street 
project. Food Truck Mania is held from 4-8 p.m. the 
second and fourth Monday of the month in the 800 
block of Illinois Avenue through October. The Queen 
of Hearts raffle is held every Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
The Chalet Sports Bar on U.S. 52 north. A Live at the 
Lake event is scheduled for 5-10 p.m. Saturday, June 
21 at the Mendota Civic Center featuring the music of 
Greenfield Station.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor David Boelk put on record a personal conflict 

of interest declaration with the Mendota City Clerk and 
LaSalle County, stating he owns property within a TIF 
District in the city of Mendota.

Mayor Boelk stated more information will be gath-
ered and an item put on the agenda of the next council 
meeting regarding several requests the city has received 
to allow golf carts and ATVs to operate on city streets.

OTHER ITEMS
Annie Short, city project manager, praised city work-

ers for their efforts in getting the Mendota swimming pool 
operational for this summer season. She also recognized 
Nightengale’s Thrift Shop for again supplying funds to 
allow for free admission to all swimmers throughout 
the season.

Short added that a ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
recently held for the opening of the newly redesigned 
disc golf course at Lake Kakusha/Lake Mendota.

The next regular meeting of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, June 16 at 5:30 p.m.

Council OKs requests,
hears several reports

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – Downtown Sublette 
is going to become a construction site 
in the near future.

The Sublette Village Board award-
ed a bid for the West Main Street Side-
walk Project at the May 12 meeting at 
the Ellice Dinges Center in Sublette.

“We received five bids by Monday, 
May 5. O’Brien Civil Works from 
Mt. Morris was the winning bid at 
$94,905,” said Sublette Village Pres-
ident John Stenzell. “Helm Civil bid 
$151,014.80, Twin City Construction 
bid $103,777, Gillan Construction bid 
$123,987 and Stenstrom Excavating 
& Blacktop Group bid $105,371.75.

“The motion was to award the 
West Main Street Sidewalk Project 
to O’Brien Civil Works on contingent 
of IDOT (Illinois Department of 
Transportation) approval. IDOT has 
to wait eight days for a grace period 
before it’s actually awarded. In the 
motion, it also allowed the village 
president to sign supporting contracts 
and documents.”

The project will be funded by 
the Rebuild Illinois Motor Fuel Tax 
funds, a $25,000 infrastructure grant 
Sublette received, and $29,000 from 
the local MFT.

“It’s good to see this project move 
forward. From what I understand, 
O’Brien should be done by the end 
of October with the West Main Street 
Sidewalk Project,” Stenzel said. 
“They will fix the sidewalk on the 
south side of West Main. It goes from 
the Main Street Business District to as 
far west as there is currently sidewalk. 

“It’s about two blocks, but it’s 
actually four blocks because there 
isn’t connecting streets on that side. 
There are a couple driveways and 
handicapped accessible street cross-
ings that have to be addressed. 

“We’re also putting in two cross-
ings for Main Street to go from the 
south side to the north side.”

Other projects in the works include 
storm tile under U.S. 52 and West 
Main Street being resurfaced. 

The U.S. 52 project is under Sub-
lette’s watch as Stenzel reached out 

to Hoerr Construction and gave them 
videos taken of the tile to see if it can 
be a candidate to line the tile rather 
than replacing it.

“It won’t be cheap, but it’s cheap-
er than if we had to physically dig 
through the highway,” Stenzel said.

Lee County is in charge of the West 
Main Street resurfacing. The county 
awarded the bid to Martin & Company 
out of Oregon. A work begin or end 
date hasn’t been released.

In Stenzel’s president report, he 
was mentioned at the last Northern 
Illinois Mayors Association meeting. A 
woman was there talking about Illinois 
America 250, which is a statewide 
commemoration of the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States of America.

Stenzel doesn’t know if Sublette 
is going to do anything yet, but he 
wanted the board to know it’s coming 
and it’s hard to believe the country is 
250 years old.

For USA’s 200th birthday in 1975, 
there was a committee, a parade, 
and restaurants had placemats with 
patriotic information.

Sublette Village Board awards bid for sidewalk project

Garage Sale time 
is here! For best 
results, advertise
your sale in The 
Reporter. Call
815-539-9396
for all the details.

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

MENDOTA – Members 
of the Mendota Police 
Department would like to 
remind citizens of an im-
portant safety tip. Whether 
your vehicle is in your 
garage, driveway or parked 
on the street, always keep 
it locked.

Do not leave the keys in 
the ignition of your vehicle, 

even if you are only park-
ing it for a short period of 
time. Do not leave purses, 
wallets or other valuables in 
your vehicle, as this attracts 
unwanted attention from a 
would-be thief.

Please assist the Mendota 
Police Department to help 
keep you and your valuables 
safe.

MPD: Always lock vehicle
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/0723. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-
insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for 
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such 
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow 
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Neal M O'Brien 
Financial Advisor

609 Main Street 
Suite A 
Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-3471

1-year 4.30
2-year 4.15
3-year 4.20

Luke O’Brien, CFP ®
609 Main St., Suite A
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3471

Clint M. O’Brien, CFP ®
609 Main St., Suite B
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-2309

Neal M. O’Brien
609 Main St., Suite A
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3471

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/29/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. 
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Sunday, June 8, 2025

10:00 am start
Held at: Tri County Fairgrounds (First Avenue),  

Mendota, Illinois
Pictures and listing on auctionzip.com

Antiques, collectibles, primitives, glassware, 
furniture, Appliance, tools

Westmoreland, Fenton, Lenox, Viking, milk 
glass, carnival, Precious Moments, Taylor 

Smith, Holiday Barbies, heirloom porcelain 
dolls, beer signs, collector beer cans, bar 

related items, cigarette collectibles, vintage 
records, costume jewelry, antique lamps, 

stoneware, oak curio cabinets, books - vintage 
children, religious, agriculture, state of Illinois, 

washer/dryer, refrigerators,  doll collection, 
household, misc. tools

Absentee bidding available until  
Friday, June 6 - shipping available

BECKER AUCTION SERVICE
LA MOILLE, ILLINOIS

815-638-2686

MUHLACH
ESTATE AUCTION

The following will be sold-LIVE IN PERSON ONLY at 
the ON SITE LOCATION located on RT. 34 by Ziggie’s 

Restaurant-Watch for signs in Mendota, IL on:

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2025
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View listing & photos on website: www.
tumblesonauction.com

EQUIPMENT: Sator Stallion Loader Tractor; Kubota L225 Trac-
tor w/ Kubota FS 1270 Attachment; Diesel Kubota HST G5200 
Mower; Case Snowblower Attachment; 3-Craftsman Walk 
Behind Lawnmowers
FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES & PRIMITIVES: Macey 5 Sec-
tion Glass Door Stacking Bookcase; Lapland Ice Box; Porce-
lain Dental Cabinet w/ Porcelain Inserts; Church Pew; Several 
Primitive Trunks & Wood Boxes; 2 Door Primitive Cabinet; Lg. 
Country Store Counter Cabinet w/ Drawers; Several Chairs & Ice 
Cream Chairs; Sm. Tables; Piano Bench; Cedar Chest; Yellow 
Formica/Chrome Table & Chairs; Kodak 3 Section Folding 
Screen; Floor Model Cigarette Machine; Mercury Boat Motor; 
Several Primitives; Milk Cans; Ice Saws; Mercury Boat Motor; 
Old Casters & Hinges; Old Books; Large Collection of Nice 
Vintage Science and Mechanics Magazines and Life; Lenses; 
Records; Autographed Photos; Old Wood Doors & Windows; 
Various Lumber, Trim and Architectural Pieces & MUCH More!!
PLEASE NOTE: Many more items too numerous to list!! This is 
the last auction of the Muhlach Estate! Please plan to join us!

ESTATE OF LEO A. MUHLACH & NORMA 
LEE HOTCHKISS-MUHLACH, Mendota, IL 

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, 
PRINCETON, IL

E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or 
Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON
TIFFANY FOES
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Driveways start @ $25.00 Driveways start @ $25.00 
Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00

$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning
$100.00 off Tree Removal$100.00 off Tree Removal
$50.00 off Tree Trimming$50.00 off Tree Trimming

TONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICE
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charging statewide among 
other changes. Talks on that 
bill could resume later this 
year.

New taxes on vaping, 
gaming, deliveries 

The revenue bill creates a 
tax of 25 cents per wager for a 
sports betting licensee’s first 
20,000 wagers accepted, and 
50 cents per wager after that. 

Consumers will also see 
new taxes on tobacco prod-
ucts. The tax rate will rise to 
45% from 36%. Vape prod-
ucts and nicotine pouches 
would also now be included 
under the tax.

The revenue plan amends 
state law to tax sales from 
all businesses that transact 
in the state, rather than only 
businesses with a physical 
presence in Illinois. The 
plan also eliminates a “safe 
harbor” exemption for busi-
nesses that move money 
outside the state. 

Businesses that move 
profits to other countries 
would also be subject to the 
state’s corporate income tax. 
The federal government cur-
rently taxes half of income 
moved offshore and Illinois 
would tax the other half under 
the revenue plan. 

Businesses outside Illi-
nois that sell $100,000 or 
more to people in the state 
must also collect Illinois 
sales taxes even if the busi-
ness doesn’t have a physical 
location in Illinois. This 
would apply to businesses 
like Amazon.

“I will not support this 
betrayal of hard-working 
Illinoisans,” Sen. Don De-
Witte, R-St. Charles, said. 
“And if you care about the 
people who sent you here, 
if you truly represent them, 
you’ll vote no too. Enough 
is enough. It’s time for this 
body to stand with taxpayers, 
not stand up against them.”

Another source of new 
revenue is a delinquent tax 
payment incentive program 
designed to help the state 
recuperate overdue tax pay-
ments. It will generate $228 
million, Rep. Will Guzzardi, 
D-Chicago, said.

The state would also 
pause the final transfer of 
motor fuel sales tax revenue 
to the road fund in order to 
free up $171 million, accord-
ing to the governor’s office’s 
estimate. 

A separate bill designed 
to lower prescription drug 
prices calls for levying a fee 
on pharmacy benefit manag-
ers based on the number of 
patients they insure. Money 
from that fee would go into 
a fund for the Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity to award up to 

$25 million a year in grants 
to independent pharmacies 
and pharmacies located in 
rural counties. The remaining 
money would go to the state’s 
general revenue fund.

The measure also extends 
the state’s Hotel Operators’ 
Occupation Tax to short-term 
rentals like Airbnb and Vrbo.

Immigrant health cuts
A controversial program 

that provides health insur-
ance to more than 30,000 
noncitizens between ages 42 
and 64 will be cut in FY26. 
The program’s elimination 
saves the state $330 million, 
but a $110 million program 
for seniors will remain in 
place. 

Together, the two pro-
grams have cost the state at 
least $1.6 billion, according 
to an audit released in Febru-
ary, far exceeding budgeted 
costs for the program. 

“We had to make some 
tough decisions here. That 
program grew at greater 
rates, financially, than we 
thought it would, and we 
had to make some hard de-
cisions,” Gabel said. 

Federal ly Qualif ied 
Health Centers are set to 
receive $40 million in the 
budget. The centers provide 
health services to low-in-
come and uninsured peo-
ple. Democrats touted that 
increase to provide care for 
immigrants who would have 
qualified for the health care 
program.

Illinois still risks losing 
some Medicaid funding un-
der a proposal in Congress 
that threatens to slash reim-
bursements for states that 
provide health insurance to 
people illegally in the United 
States. But Gabel noted it’s 
possible those reductions 
won’t take place until 2027.

The budget also increases 
funding for safety-net hospi-
tals with federal Medicaid 
funding cuts possible.

Education spending
T h e  s t a t e ’s  e v i -

dence-based funding model 
for K-12 schools calls for 
$350 million in additional 
funding each year, with a 
portion of that going to a 
property tax relief fund and 
the rest directly to schools. 
The proposed budget fully 
funds the K-12 education 
portion at $307 million but 
does not add $43 million in 
property tax relief funds, 
according to Democratic 
leaders.

Funding for the Illinois 
Community College Board 
would also decrease by $24 
million, mostly because 
lawmakers reduced spending 
on a workforce development 
grant that Democrat leaders 
said was not being fully 
utilized. 

Funding for state univer-
sities would only increase by 
1%. Pritzker proposed a 3% 
increase for higher education 
even as most other areas of his 
budget would’ve increased by 
1%. Senate Democrats’ bud-
get leader Sen. Elgie Sims, 
D-Chicago, said the budget 
allows for an additional 2% 
increase in FY26 if the fed-
eral government eliminates 
substantial funding. 

Pensions
Despite more than a year 

of discussions, Illinois law-
makers did not tackle pension 
reform this spring. Illinois’ 
Tier 2 pension system is 
likely out of compliance 
with Social Security’s “safe 
harbor” law that requires 
pension benefits to be at least 
equal to Social Security.

Part of the budget package 
created a new Tier 2 reserve 
fund that can be accessed if 
there are violations of the 
“safe harbor” law. Lawmak-
ers appropriated $75 million 
for the fund this year, in line 
with Pritzker’s proposal. 

‘Emergency’ fund, 
raises, more

Notably not in this year’s 
budget is an increase to the 
“rainy day” fund. Pritzker 
has taken pride in the fund’s 
increases in recent years, as it’s 
grown to a balance of $2.3 bil-
lion, up from less than $60,000 
when Pritzker took office. The 
FY26 budget would suspend 
the monthly transfer for one 
year, freeing up $45 million 
for general fund use.

The budget package also 
establishes a new $100 mil-
lion fund that the governor 
can tap into “in the event of 
unanticipated delays in or 
failures of revenues.” The 
measure, an apparent nod 
to the uncertainty of federal 
funding amid ongoing con-
gressional budget negotia-
tions, will come from money 
swept from other funds.

“That will allow us to 
respond to actions by the 
federal government and 
challenges that present them-
selves and costs that have 
been diverted from the fed-
eral government to the state 
government,” Sims said in a 
committee hearing.

The attorney general’s 
office would get $116 mil-
lion from the general fund. 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul asked lawmakers to 
boost funding for his office 
as he engages in a growing 
number of lawsuits against 
the Trump administration. 
Raoul was hoping to receive 
$120 million in funding.

Direct service providers 
are in line for an 80-cent 
per hour wage increase, but 

Republicans said calling it a 
funding increase is “sleight 
of hand,” because the mea-
sure would also reduce 
work hours for DSPs by 
the hundreds of thousands. 
That makes the increase 
negligible, Sen. Chapin 
Rose, R-Mahomet, said in 
committee. 

“It’s not a great budget, 
but it is a good budget and 
it is the budget we need for 
this very difficult moment,” 
Rep. Lindsey LaPointe, 
D-Chicago, said. 

Lawmakers will see their 
salaries rise as part of the 
budget, going to a $98,304 
base salary from roughly 
$92,000. That’s an annual-
ized rate of increase that is 
set by law.

“You raised our pay, you 
gave yourselves hundreds of 
millions of dollars of our tax-
payers funds to spend on your 
pet projects,” Rep. Amy Elik, 
R-Godfrey, said. “So I simply 
don’t believe you anymore 
that you ever intended to be 
fiscally careful.” 
No Bears stadium funding

Lawmakers did not ap-
propriate funding for the 
Chicago Bears to build a 
new stadium. But NASCAR 
would be the recipient of a 
$5 million grant ahead of 
the sport’s third downtown 
Chicago race in July, and the 
PGA Tour would receive a $1 
million grant as part of host-
ing the 2026 President’s Cup 
in DuPage County. Those 
were two economic devel-
opment measures criticized 
by Republicans during the 
Senate committee hearing.

The budget also contains 
$200 million to prepare un-
used state properties to be 
repurposed for development, 
Sims said. Lawmakers re-
moved another $300 million 
that Pritzker had sought in 
spending aimed at offloading 
surplus property. 

Gabel said the state’s em-
ployee management depart-
ment has negotiated more 
than $100 million in health 
care cost savings as well. 

Any remaining federal 
pandemic relief funding 
would also be sent to recip-
ients that have not received 
payments in previous years 
before the funding expires 
in 2026.

(Jade Aubrey contrib-
uted). 

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Budget
Continued from Page A1

“We have an Amazon 
wish list. There are 18 kids 
in the Judah Quy Orphanage 
and Mendota High School 
Interact Club is packaging 
stuff to give them such as 
coloring books, markers and 
kids’ books,” Stewart said. 
“I can take 110 pounds in 
two suitcases of things with 
me on the plane to Bolivia 
because I’m going over there 
to personally deliver the 
collected items. I can’t wait 
to meet the orphans.

“We are lucky to have the 
resources we have at Mendo-
ta High School. The children 
with special needs, mentally 
or physically, are helped 
and go through the school 
system with any assistance 
they need. Socially, they’re 

Bolivia
Continued from Page A1

here with the opportunity to 
form friendships and build 
those bonds.

“In Bolivia, it’s not the 
same. When it is realized they 
are disabled, they’re sent to 
an orphanage, or they are 
allowed to die. So, we want 
to send them some love from 
Mendota, America.” 

Stewart will be in Bolivia 
for a month. If you’re inter-
ested in helping the cause, 
check out the QR code.

SPRINGFIELD – Sec-
retary of State Alexi Gi-
annoulias is warning Il-
linoisans to keep on the 
lookout for text message 
scams claiming to be from 
the “Illinois State Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles” 
that threaten to suspend 
vehicle registration and 
driving privileges.

The text messages are 
phishing attempts designed 
to trick residents into giving 
up personal or financial in-
formation. Recipients should 
not respond or open any links 
found in unsolicited texts 
and emails.

“Phishing scams are un-
fortunately an increasing-
ly prevalent threat in our 

Be aware of DMV text scams
modern society, seeking 
to cheat Illinoisans out of 
their personal information 
and hard-earned money,” 
Giannoulias said. “Please 
remain vigilant to avoid these 
scams and report them to 
protect yourself and others 
from falling victim to fraud 
schemes.”

The office only sends text 
messages to remind residents 
about scheduled DMV ap-
pointments. It does not send 
text messages regarding 
driver’s license or vehicle 
registration status.

Illinoisans are encour-
aged to report scam attempts 
to the Federal Trade Com-
mission by visiting report-
fraud.ftc.gov.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from June 4, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

Few days in the annals of our town 
have been more memorable than June 5, 
1917, 80 years ago. On that day, young 
men throughout the country registered 
for the draft as the U.S. mobilized to take 
part in what had become a World War.

War was formally declared in April. 
Now, on June 5, men would provide 
information on which draft boards 
would rely when deciding who would 
and would not be called into service.

Many had already volunteered and 
the whole community turned out in 
support of the men now registering. 
A Registration Day parade was led by 
Captain George Anderson and three 
assistants, C.W. Hubbard, A.F. Fox and 
Harry Weygandt on horseback.

Church bells rang, factory and engine 
whistles blew as the parade stepped off. 
Of the 414 men who had registered in 
Mendota, 200 marched. A drum and 
bugle corps was on hand as well as 
Scoutmaster Eugene Mueller with a 
troop of Boy Scouts.

The draft will go into effect as 
soon as returns are all summa-
rized.
Rain interfered with a ball game 

between single and married men who 
had signed up for the draft. This was 
postponed until June 14 when a Flag 
Day celebration was planned.

***
At a city council meeting on June 4, 

1917, salary increases of $5 per month 
were approved for the superintendent of 
water works and sewers, the water works 
engineer, his helper and the foreman of 
streets. Raises of $10 per month were 
allowed for the chief of police and the 
night police. The driver of the hose 
wagon could anticipate an additional 
$25 in his pay envelope.

There had been protests against a 
“smoke nuisance” created by Black 
Brothers’ steam plant. The solution – 

The firm has decided to put in 
motors that will do away with 
the smoke.

***
Graduation exercises for eighth 

graders in both Lincoln and Blackstone 

schools were held at the Princess The-
atre on June 6, 1917. Speaker was Dr. 
E. P. Page of DeKalb Normal School. 
His message –

The person equipped with a good 
education generally pulls down 
the best position and works the 
least.
It was emphasized that these 55 

graduates would be the first to spend 
all four high school years in the new 
township high school, expected to be 
ready in the fall.

***
The first high school class to graduate 

since Mendota High had become Men-
dota Township High School received 
diplomas at the Princess Theatre on June 
7, 1917. The stage was large enough to 
accommodate the 22 class members, 
the board of education, superintendent, 
principal, two members of the local 
clergy and “the orator of the evening.”

Dr. William E. Simonds, dean of 
Knox College, gave the graduation 
address. His topic was “loyalty.”

***
The sale of Liberty Bonds to finance 

the war was launched in spectacular 
fashion. On June 11, 1917, all church 
bells rang at 9 o’clock on the evening, 
then tolled four times. On June 12, the 
bells tolled three times, on June 13 two 
times, and on June 14, once. This served 
as a reminder to purchase Liberty Bonds.

The alumni group rose when the 
bells pealed and sang “America.”
Corbus B. Gardner, a graduate of 

Blackstone High in 1887, was toastmas-
ter. He introduced many guests, among 
them a classmate, R.N. Crawford, mayor 
of Mendota.

The mayor said he recalled his school 
years very well, but actually had never 
received a diploma. Said he – 

I always had the impression the 
teachers were wrong.
Over the years, Crawford was presi-

dent of the Mendota National Bank, trea-

surer of LaSalle County and president 
of the local chapter of the Red Cross.

***
Odd Fellows and Rebeccas held a ser-

vice in memory of deceased members. 
It was held in the chapel at Restland 
Cemetery, which was demolished some 
years ago.

***
Men who served in the Confederate 

army during the Civil War organized as 
United Confederate Veterans in June 
1917 with headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. They were 200 strong.

Every one of them pledged his 
loyalty to the Union.
President and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson 

paid their respects to the “courageous 
men of the South.”

***
On June 6, 1917, members of the 

GAR and WRC were milling around 
the Mendota depot waiting for a train 
to Bloomington where a GAR en-
campment was being held. A Fife & 
Drum Corps from Rockford gave an 
impromptu performance as they waited.

They enlivened the downtown 
district with martial music for 
about a half hour review previ-
ous to arrival of the noon train.
It was observed that “tears trickled 

down the faces of several of the old vet-
erans” as they heard the familiar music.

***
One morning about 5:30, a large 

balloon passed over Sublette. It was 
manned by a captain from the Missouri 
Branch of the Aeronautical Service and 
four lieutenants. They were on a trial 
trip from St. Louis to Chicago. When 
hailed by a man on the ground –

They asked if they were going in 
the right direction for Chicago.
The balloon was traveling northeast.

***
Mrs. Karl Pohl was donating her 

services two days each week to su-
pervise children at play in Blackstone 
Park. The Woman’s Club hoped to 
establish a public playground there. 
Mrs. Blackstone had donated $50 to-
ward his goal and the club planned to 
undertake fundraising projects to pay 
for further equipment.

The city has cut the grass and 
will install tables.

Draft registration day – June 5, 1917
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
It was never going to be easy for President Trump to bring 

an end to the Ukraine war, but it’s even harder when he’s 
operating under an erroneous theory of the conflict. 

The man who instigated the war and who is the chief 
obstacle to peace is Vladimir Putin. Yet, this enemy of the 
West, murderer of dissidents and serial perpetrator of wars 
of territorial aggrandizement has never been subjected to 
the same U.S. pressure campaign as Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, whose fundamental offense is to be 
leading a country that his larger neighbor wants to subjugate.  

After a much-anticipated phone call with Putin, Trump 
sounded optimistic and said Ukraine and Russia would keep 
negotiating, although there was no indication of anything new. 

After the browbeating he took in the Oval Office a few months 
ago and a pause in U.S. intelligence assistance, Zelenskyy got 
the message. He’s done everything possible to portray himself 
as the reasonable one who’s interested in pursuing a deal. 

A U.S.-proposed general ceasefire? Zelenskyy has said he’s 
willing to accept it. Russia’s idea for direct talks in Istanbul? 
Zelenskyy said he’d go himself. 

He signed a critical minerals deal with the U.S. Putin, 
in contrast, has been at the receiving end of an all-carrots 
approach, and has reacted accordingly. 

One of Trump’s advantages on the world stage is that he 
can make use of the “mad man theory,” the idea that he’s 
so unpredictable and potentially extreme that it’s best not to 
displease him. Against type, Trump has been less the madman 
with Putin than the therapist who speaks in dulcet tones, is 
understanding to a fault and is determinedly nonjudgmental. 

Pretty much whatever Putin does, Trump says someone 
else would do the same in his circumstances. Putin could 
nuke Warsaw, and Trump might observe, “Well, it’s a shame 
and I hope he doesn’t do it again.” 

Trump almost never strikes a pleading tone, but when 
Putin launched a large-scale strike on Kyiv last month, Trump 

posted on Truth Social, “Vladimir, STOP!”
The play for the Kremlin is obvious here. It wants to keep 

inching ahead with territorial gains, and if it continues to string 
along negotiations, has to hope that Trump tires of the whole 
thing and cuts off U.S. aid to Ukraine. That would reward 
Putin’s intransigence with an important diplomatic victory -- a 
split between the U.S. and Europe -- and a chance to make 
major advances against an increasingly hard-pressed Ukraine. 

Trump at times seems to realize this, and has referred 
to Putin “tapping me along.” But the master at establishing 
leverage in negotiations has failed to do so over Putin. In 
part, this is because the president has absorbed his MAGA 
base’s view that Putin isn’t really the problem -- the Russian 
leader was baited into war by globalists who took insufficient 
account of Russia’s interests and feelings. 

Whatever one thinks of the policy of NATO expansion, 
Ukraine didn’t invade Russia, and Putin’s opposition to 
Ukraine’s existence as its own independently governed nation 
is at the root of the war. 

So long as Putin believes that he’s winning and holds 
“all of the cards,” there’s no reason for him to become more 
pliable. Trump and other administration officials have floated 
further economic measures against Russia, but these would 
probably be of limited utility. If the administration stipulated 
that if Putin doesn’t drop his maximalist demands -- basically 
for a Ukraine that can’t defend itself -- it will back Ukraine 
to the hilt, that might change his calculations.

Russia’s gains have come at a hideous cost -- nearly a 
million Russian casualties since the start of the war. If Ukraine 
isn’t going to buckle and the U.S. isn’t going to abandon her, 
then the Russians could reach a point of exhaustion. 

Short of that, Putin has every reason to think he can per-
severe when the world’s superpower has little sympathy for 
the victim of his unprovoked aggression. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Vladimir Putin is playing Trump

By HARVEY HENSON
Southern Illinois University 

Illinois has long been a hub for innovation. Our 
strategic location in the heart of the Midwest amidst 
a robust network of top-tier universities, and a rich 
legacy of collaboration among private, public, and 
academic sectors are just a few reasons innovation 
continues to thrive here.

Since 2014, the STEM Education Research Center 
at Southern Illinois University Carbondale has played 
a vital role in this innovation ecosystem — building, 
sustaining, and advancing science, technology, en-
gineering, and math (STEM) education across local, 
regional, and national levels. At the heart of our 
mission is preparing the next generation of STEM 
educators and professionals and promoting STEM 
literacy through research, education, and service.

We believe Illinois is a powerful engine for Amer-
ican leadership in innovation. But that leadership can 
no longer be taken for granted.

A recent report from the Lexington Institute warns 
that America’s technological edge is facing serious 
threats from global competitors — chief among them, 
China. The Chinese government has made its ambi-
tions clear: to lead the digital economy. To that end, 
China has already invested more than $2.8 trillion in 
strategic technologies like artificial intelligence, while 
also engaging in aggressive efforts to steal American 
intellectual property and trade secrets.

Perhaps most alarming is China’s projected ad-
vantage in workforce development. Over the next 
decade, it is expected to outproduce the U.S. by 27.5 
million STEM graduates. Meanwhile, unfilled STEM 
positions in the U.S. continue to rise, creating critical 
gaps in our high-tech workforce. 

This moment demands serious reflection. Are we 
prepared to cede leadership in digital innovation to 
an authoritarian regime — one that promotes AI tools 
rooted in censorship and revisionist history? The an-
swer must be no. We envision a digital future built on 
democratic values, grounded in facts, and supported 
by an open and accessible internet — where freedom 
of expression is a cornerstone, not a casualty.

Securing America’s tech leadership starts here 
in Illinois.

Our state has already made significant strides. 
We’re leading in emerging technologies like quan-
tum computing, electric vehicle manufacturing, and 
agricultural innovation. Illinois has been recognized 
as a national tech hub, attracting millions in federal 
grants and spurring continued investment from the 
private sector.

But we can’t let up. What’s needed now is bold and 
sustained commitment from policymakers at every 
level — local, state, and federal — to strengthen and 
expand America’s innovation ecosystem.

We must accelerate investments in critical tech-
nologies such as artificial intelligence, advanced 
computing, and quantum science. At the same time, 
we must resist the urge to overregulate. While it’s 
important to address risks, excessive regulation can 
stifle the very innovation we’re trying to foster — 
particularly for startups and entrepreneurs, many of 
whom call Illinois home. A thoughtful, measured 
approach to policy will ensure innovation continues 
to thrive here.

Equally vital is a renewed national focus on STEM 
education. Technology is reshaping every sector of 
our economy, and we must prepare students — be-
ginning in early childhood and continuing through 
higher education — to be fluent in the language of 
the digital age. Every student deserves access to 
high-quality STEM learning opportunities so they 
can help build and lead our future.

In recent years, STEM has evolved into STEAM — 
adding Art to acknowledge the creativity and design 
thinking essential to innovation. I like to think the 
“A” also stands for All of Us. Because this future 
belongs to all of us. Building it will take all of us. 
And protecting it demands strong leadership and 
smart policy that empowers all of us.

(Harvey Henson is director of STEM Education 
Research Center at Southern Illinois University.)

Illinois: A powerhouse for innovation 
and America’s digital future

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, .........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., .......815-539-7459

TREASURER
Rob Letterly, 1714 Peri Drive, .......................815-910-7652

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ....815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ......................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., ..............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., ..............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., ..............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., ........................815-866-5558

Mendota City Officials
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Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

No 
Job 
Too 
Small!

Services Offered:
• Custom Woodwork

• Painting
• Ceiling Fan & Lighting  

   Installation
• Drywall Repair

• Door Installation & Repair
• TV & Picture Mounting

• Home Repair
• Cabinet Repair &  

   Installation
• Some Plumbing

• Furniture Assembly
• Floor Repair & Installation

(815) 780-7884
hunterhandymanservicesllc.com

@hunterhandymanservicesllc

04
01

20
24

mars super late models,
dirtcar ump modifieds, stock cars

mars super late models,
dirtcar ump modifieds, stock cars

$25,000 
to win

MAY 30 MAY 31f r i s at

starved rock rodeo
summer nationals hell tour

dirtcar late models &ump modifieds

IRA SPRINT CARS, MOWA SPRINT CARS
WISCONSIN WINGLESS SPRINT CARS

world of outlaws sprint cars
WISCONSIN WINGLESS SPRINT CARSmonster truck bash

starved rock nationals 
car, truck & bike show

jun 21s at jul 3 aug 15-17t h u

f r i
s at
s u n

aug 23s at sep 13 oct 18s at s at

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday • 10 am to 4

Closed Tuesday

09
02

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

Lawn Service & LandscapingLawn Service & Landscaping
by Team Rosalesby Team Rosales

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
landscapingteamrosales@gmail.com

Francisco Reyes
*Free estimates
Fully Insured

Mulching
Tree Stump Removal
Power Wash
Snow Removal
Gutter Cleaning
Storm Damage Cleanup
Fertilizing
Leaf Removal & much more!

815-830-9041

• Siding & Brick  
Cleaning

• Clean & Seal  
Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,  
Houses, Etc

• Commercial and Residential 
Surface Cleaning with Mobile 
Hot and Cold Treatments

T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
815.530.4464 06272022

T2

FREE QUOTES!

Power Power 
Washing Washing 

MENDOTA – Northbrook Middle School has named its 
third trimester high honor roll and honor roll students for the 
2024-25 school. Year.

Fifth Grade High Honor Roll – Daniella Arteaga, Emilio 
Arteaga, John Bend, Lindsey Boege, Jersie Carr, Ruben Celis, 
Victor Correa, Harrison Coss, Oliver Davis, Gabriella Diaz, 
Aubre Dinges, Sophia Dunley, Nina Escatel, Emilia Farrier, 
Alexxa Figueroa, Nikki Figueroa, Addison Gaspar, Brody 
Gilkerson, Evelina Gonzalez, Landon Kent, Krew Knaff, 
Adelynn Landers, Jacob Lengsfeld, Aubrey Mathieu, Kennedy 
McCollom, Kennedy Mellott, Liliana Montoya, Jacon Nunez 
Diaz, Ariel Pavnica, Lyla Pecher, Camden Phalen, Evelyn 
Quintana, Jaclynn Ridge, Aleeah Smith, Connor Stevenson, 
Maddie Strait, Reese Ward, Alexander Wickstrom, Austin 
Wire, Briana Zendeli

Fifth Grade Honor Roll – Omar Aranda, Rigoberto 
Arteaga III, Jude Borelli, Cameron Countryman, Peter 
Dunfrund, Josiah Enoch, Ella Escatel, Dana Falcon Santoyo, 
Charlee Fordham, Aubrey Gambrel, Julian Garcia, Triniti 
Garcia, Camila Garnica Avalos, Miles Gilkerson, Faelan 
Hagy, Kayden Hunt, Evan Komitas, Bailee Lambert, Izaiah 
Lopez, Daniela Magallanes, Jayvon Moss, Aria Olson, Gunner 
Owens, Freddy Perez, Brayden Piller, Easton Pyse, Molly 
Randa, Dylan Read, Mayra Renteria, Israel Rivera, Jayden 
Saylor, Wyatt Schroeder, Tyler Skaggs, Jalyessa Vernoy

Sixth Grade High Honor Roll – Jake Allen, Cruz Arteaga, 
Daniela Arteaga, Julian Arteaga, Bradley Betz, Jaxx Bonnell, 
Emiliano Casas Valle, Eliza Celis, Adam Cox, Kinsley Diaz, 
Brianna Escatel, Sophia Garcia, Elijah Godina, Sebastian 
Harzheim, Olivia Jomant, Collin Kleckner, Kate Kleckner, 
Leonardo Leek, Michelle Montes, Gianna Morano, Taylyn 
Piskie, Nadia Rodriguez, Kenyen Scott, Kayli Seablom, Lily 
Skjoldager, Brayden Thiele, Ruzdije Zendeli

Sixth Grade Honor Roll – Antonio Arteaga II, Olympia 
Becker, Mayson Desirena, Mason Fielder, Jayla Francis, 
Shelby Fultz, Grayson Goodlow, Liliana Krisch, Haylee Lu-
ebbing, Macy Mahaffey, Colton Mikulik, Hunter Noles, Mara 
Ohlendorf, Aaron Ortega, Tadeo Ortiz Manzo, Marley Pelka, 
Daniel Price, Arianna Quintana, Isabella Ramos, Kamilah 
Raya, Kaylynn Read, Emma Renoud, George Rhyndance VI, 
Alexander Rivera, Kayne Schneider, Drake Silva, Isabella 
Silva, Jaylah Sotelo, Ayden Stallings, Angie Vazquez

Seventh Grade High Honor Roll – Isaac Baltazar, Kar-
ly Beetz, Brystol Bonnell, Austin Brown, Kathleen Clark, 
Lila Coss, Aliya Escatel, Bellalyn Escatel, Janelly Escatel, 
Samantha Foltynewicz, Aubri Gonzalez, Kayleigh Higgins, 
Albana Imeri, London Jones, Chloe Klein, Sebastian Ma-
gallanes, Dianely Mendez-Santana, Kendra Milus, Viridianna 
Perez, Kayne Phillips, Hunter Piller, Parker Ramer, Camilo 
Ramirez, Lyla Rodriguez, Evelyn Sims, Victor Solorzano, 
Adalynn Sondgeroth, Maycie Sproston, Gavin Stamberger, 
Harper Stamberger, Raelynn Sundberg, Elyse Waldron, 
Bailey Work-Sibley

Seventh Grade Honor Roll – Isayanna Arreola, Bentley 
Bejster, Kenna Brown, Jose Chavez Vidal, Caroline Correa, 
Holden Coss, Aaron Covarrubias, Aliya Eames, Taylor Erlen-
born, Jayden Figueroa, Olivia Gallagher, Alejandro Gonzalez, 
Dominic Gonzalez, Gage Hanson, Herlinda Huizar, Skyler 
Kenny, Kathryn Loutsch, Elaina Ohlendorf, Jordan Oliva-
rez, Charlize Pena, Maggie Price, Bailee Rambert, Nicolas 
Ramirez Bautista, Brooklyn Russell, Henry Schroeder, Kennie 
Stremlau, Armando Valdes, Wyatt Zimmerman

Eighth Grade High Honor Roll – Mallory Beck, 
Brianna Betz, Lila Bielema, Kylee Bonnell, Jacqueline 
Bryson, Arian Chavez, Gabriela Diaz, Eliana Eames, Ari 
Gambrel, Illan Garcia, Valeria Gomez, Vania Gomez, Kyndra 
Higgins, Callum Indigo, Ava Mahaffey, Allison McNutt, 
Alana Melendez, Olivia Perryman, Lumen Setchell, Liam 
Strait, Samantha Stremlau, Gavin Tolley, Camila Vallejo, 
Maci Winn

Eighth Grade Honor Roll – Aisaac Arteaga, Candie 
Arteaga, Mia Arteaga, Rafael Arteaga, Sebastian Arteaga, 
Audrina Askin, Charles Beatty, Annalee Becerra, Lilliana 
Bucio, Bella Bute, Hayden Cedillo, Sergio Correa, Leighton 
Davis, Aliya Delao, Kannon Delao, Gina Diaz, Isaac Espi-
noza, Aiden Fisher, Bradley Fultz, Aleeya Garcia, Kaitlyn 
Giberson, Giana Godina, Felipe Gonzalez, Joshua Granados, 
Averie Hazelwood, Devin Hernandez, Eli Kaecker, Abriana 
Klein, Gage Knight, Christopher Komitas, Yuliza Magallanes, 
Valerie Manz, Analy Martinez, Mikayla McLain, Jacob Nel-
son, Elizandro Orozco, Samuel Reyes, Nora Rhynedance, 
Axel Ruiz, Alexis Saylor, Georgia Schwaegerman, Juliana 
Seablom, Moxie Taylor, Laurali Thompson, Emerson 
VanHorn, Dylan Welch, Brayden Wilhelm

LaMOILLE – LaMoille High School has named its high 
honor roll and honor roll students for the spring 2025 semester.

High Honor Roll
Gabriella Martin, Dakota Wendelken, Corbin Engel, 

Jana Felton, Alexis Flanagan, Eli Olivares, Olivea Glasp-
er, Gavin Leffelman, Jena Monroe, Brianna Smith, Wyatt 
File, Braden Fischer, Evan Flanagan, Lola Hauge, Aubrey 
Sadnick, Chloe Williams, Connor Deering, Keller Hult, 
Abigail Michael, Cody Winn, Elizabeth Boege, Sebastian 
Dobson, Isabella Fischer, Edward Fry, Catherine Griffin, 
Jack Heinzeroth, Owen Hunter, Claire Lovgren, Joshua 

Martin, Jenna Pinter, Sadie Quest, Olivia Sadnick, Nickolas 
Spangler, Tate Sundberg

Honor Roll
Claire Drummer, Evelyn Morrison, Zayna Felton, Cole 

Monroe, Jasper Stockwell, Logan Bates, Alexander Lovgren, 
Gage Spangler, Breana Spencer, Harley Blair, Jhett Cowser, 
Katrina Hendricks, Colton Ladson, Jonathan Martin, Gavin 
Moore, Madelyn Wyatt, Brayden Ahlstrom, Jayden Brock-
hum, Madison Durdan, Grace Kelly, Daimien Pinkston, Ella 
Ryan, Tyler Billhorn, Richard Boege, Dakota Hardin-Coff-
man, Mylanichole Snyder, Evan Supan

LaMoille High School

Northbrook Middle School

HONOR ROLL

ST. AMBROSE REUNION
RETURNS TO SUBLETTE

The village of Sublette will be invad-
ed by bees on Thursday, June 12 – St. 
Ambrose Fighting Bees.

Each year in June, St. Ambrose 
alumni, family and friends gather in 
large cities across the country for a Bee 
Happy Hour. For the past four years, 
Sublette has been included as a location 
for the bees to swarm.

The gathering will be held from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at LaFiesta Restaurant 
in downtown Sublette. There will be 
light snacks and an open bar. This is 
a chance for the bees to get together 
and network with people who have an 
interest in St. Ambrose.

The event is being hosted by Linda 
Gray, Penny Farringer, Madison Althaus 
and Don Dinges. For more information, 
contact Grady at 815-883-1100 or Dinges 

at 815-713-5675. More information is also 
available on the St. Ambrose website.

St. Ambrose University is located in 
Davenport, Iowa, and many students from 
the Rockford Diocese attend the school.

BLOODMOBILE
SET FOR JUNE 10

A bloodmobile will be held from 1-6 
p.m. Tuesday, June 10 at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish Hall. Walk-ins 
are welcome.

SUBLETTE NEWS

OGLESBY – More than 
40 enrichment camps ex-
ploring everything from ro-
botics to rockets, charcuterie 
cuisine to cybersecurity, and 
sculpting to soil science 
will get underway as part of 
Illinois Valley Community 
College’s Ed’Venture Camp 
2025.

Youths from 5-17 years 
old can participate in the 
camps from June through 
August. Most courses are 
in-person attendance, but 
some two dozen online 
camps are also available. 

“IVCC summer camps 
are designed to keep kids 
engaged in enrichment ac-
tivities during the summer... 
while still having fun! Many 
campers return year after 
year,” said Kim Koehler, 
Community Program Man-
ager for IVCC’s Continuing 
Education Center.

Activities fill quickly, so 
early registration is recom-
mended. 

Career teen camps, intro-
duced four years ago, have 
been well received, Koehler 
said.

Teen camps focus on 
career exploration in fields 
such as engineering, health-
care, automotive technology, 
welding, or truck driving. 
This summer, participants in 
the GEAR UP camp will ride 
along with IVCC’s Truck 
Driver Training faculty and 
use the new training simu-
lators. GRIP students will 
work in the CAD lab with 
3D printers and use soldering 
irons in the electrical lab.

The summer enrichment 
program attracts some 400 
youths with an inviting list 

IVCC’s Ed’Venture summer 
camps get underway in June

of activities. In addition to 
returning favorites, new 
camps for children include 
leadership, ROBLOX Mak-
ers, Kids in the Kitchen: Kid-
Cuterie, Dig In: Soil Science, 
“Leaf” It to Me, Sculpt It, AI 
Cyber Crusaders, and Sum-
mer STEAM Ed’Venture. 
New teen camps include 
Truck Driver Training, PLC 
(computer programming) 
Bootcamp and Yes, Chef 
Culinary Camp.

One new offering, AI 
Cyber Crusaders, will show 
children how artificial intel-
ligence (AI) works, how to 
build and train chatbots, and 
how AI can program robots. 
Participants will work with a 
variety of robots while learn-
ing internet safety and how 
to identify and counteract 
cyber bullying.

Camp registration can be 
completed entirely online at 
https://www.ivcc.edu/enroll 
or by calling 815-224-0427. 
A full list of in-person camps 
can be found at https://www.
ivcc.edu/summercamp.

Online camps covering 
topics such as video game 
design, coding, computer 
programming and content 
creation run from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m. or from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. for five consecutive 
days, with separate sessions 
geared to campers ages 8 to 
11 and 11 to 14. Full Black 
Rocket camp descriptions 
and online registration in-
formation can be found at 
https://www.blackrocket.
com/online/ivc.

Classes take place on the 
main campus in Oglesby and 
at Nell’s Woodland nature 
preserve in Ottawa.
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GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
Anything that still has usability and some value.

2. HOW TO PRICE
Decide the price of each item and then tag that
item.

3. LENGTH OF SALE
Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.

4. HOW TO SET IT UP
Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have
a central place with sufficient change for them to
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
The most effective place to reach more people is in
The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

FAMILY
GARAGE SALE
2104 Diana Drive

June 5-6
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Clothing, household
& miscellaneous.

1t23r

DOWNSIZE-
MOVING SALE
71 N. Main St.,

LaMoille
June 12
1-4 p.m.

June 13 & 14
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Collectibles, kitchen,
crafts, X-mas houses,
Rikes bears, baking,
dishware, furniture.

1t23r

GARAGE SALE
32 E. U.S. Highway 34,

Mendota
June 13

8 a.m.-5 p.m.
June 14

8 a.m.-noon
Seasonal decorations,

jigsaw puzzles, clothing,
cookbooks, household

& glassware, 
pack ‘n play,

Precious Moments,
child’s picnic table,

Frozen car, baby bed,
pictures, antiques,

roto tiller.
1t23r

HAPPINESS
IS

Happiness is…
All of the special cards 

and flowers I received for 
my 90th birthday. God bless.

Alta Stroyan

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Shannon D. Doyle, 40, of 

1104 Indiana Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
responded to a call for service 
at the Doyle address at 2:25 
p.m. May 28. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail to appear before 
a judge.
LEAVING THE SCENE

OF A CRASH
Linda L. Rhodes, 74, of 

609 Second Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with leaving 

the scene of a crash at 3:51 
p.m. May 29. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Donald A. Ruffle, 67, 
of Van Orin, was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended after a traffic 
stop at 13th Avenue and 
Main Street at 10:14 a.m. 
June 1. The subject was 
released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – Incinerator 
(burn pit) hours for the city 
of Mendota are as follows:

• Monday – 3-6 p.m.
• Tuesday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.

• Thursday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Friday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

• Saturday – 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Incinerator hours

MENDOTA – The City 
of Mendota reminds citizens 
that Chapter 41.49 of the 
Mendota Municipal Code in 
regard to Prohibited Parking 
reads as follows:

• Parking is prohibited 
along both sides of First 
Avenue for the entire length 
of the avenue.

• Parking is prohibited on the 
east side of Sixth Avenue from 
Second Street to Fifth Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the east side of Main Street 
from Sixth Street to Wash-
ington Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the south side of Washington 
Street from Pennsylvania 
Avenue to Iowa Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
both sides (north and south) 
of Washington Street from 
Iowa Street to U.S. Route 251.

Prohibited Parking

Experts!

404 Main St, McNabb, IL 61335
815-882-2111

YOUR HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING

Make sure your Home is Ready 
for the Summer season!

Open House
Saturday June 7th & Sunday June 8th

Noon- 4:00 pm

Ala Carte 
Country Remodel 
Done Your Way

3 bed, 2 bath
1700 sq ft - 2 story
1.5 acre lot

630-208-4742

For Sale 
3 bed, 2 bath 1700sq ft two story on 1.5 
acre lot with basement and 2 car detached 
garage on the edge of town. New water 
heater, gas furnace, electric panel, new 
septic and much, much more. Please call 
for more details or to request an info 
packet.   

06042025
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DROP OFF THE ABOVE  ENTRY BLANK  
AT THE MENDOTA REPORTER!

Register to win one of five $25 gift certificates  
(3-El Zarape; 2-Schmidt’s Sales & Service)

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota • 815-539-6263

meyersfurnitureandbedding.com 
Monday - Friday 9-5 

Saturday 10-4
Sunday 11-2

Industry Leading Quality
to Support You When You Need It Most

STRONGEST IN THE INDUSTRY
• Northern Maple Hardwood Frame  
on all Stress Points 
• Double Doweled at Stress Points 
• Reinforced Mitre Blocks 
• Stapled and Glued

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid Feet

SOFT TO THE TOUCH
with numerous durable fabric options

EXTREME COMFORT  
   TECHNOLOGY
       • Patented Positioning
       • Hand Blown Dacron Fill
       • Pocketed Coil Seating Systems

      

 AMERICAN MADE QUALITY
 Manufactured in Old Forge, PA

Men’s Size Recliners 
starting at $399

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

06
04

20
25

209 N Main St. • Troy Grove
815-539-6494 • Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-12

THIS FATHER’S DAY,
GET DAD

TOOLS. NOT TIES.
2023 2024 2025

FSA 57
TRIMMER

$19999 BG 50
HANDHELD
BLOWER

$14999

Power handheld blower at an 
affordable price.

STIHLdealers.com
All prices MVS-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. © 2010 STIHL MVS10-541-92427-5

STIHL HAS YOU COVERED 
WITH PROTECTIVE APPAREL AND ACCESSORIES.

Sales & 
Service

BG 50

06052024

Easy-to-use well-balanced trimmer for homeowner use.

MS 162 Chainsaw  

$19999

SALE PRICE
$14999

Register to win
Name: ______________________________

Address: ____________________________

Phone: _____________________________

Make Father’s Day  Make Father’s Day  
A Fiesta!A Fiesta!

Buffet Includes: Fried Chicken,
Enchiladas, Roast Beef, Mexican Omelet, Biscuits & Gravy, 

Ham, Chilaquiles, Bacon, Sausage Links,  
French Toast, Fresh Fruit Bar  

Pastry Selection 
Tableside omelettes by Joe

RESERVATIONS ENCOURAGED BUT NOT REQUIRED!

Super Brunch Buffet For Super Brunch Buffet For 
Father’s DayFather’s Day

DAI
LY S

PEC
IAL

S
DAI

LY S
PEC

IAL
S

9 am - 
1 pm

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Mon. - Wed. 11am - 9pm 

Thurs. 4pm - 9pm
Fri. 11am - 10pm

Sat 10:30am - 10pm 
Sun 10am - 9pm

We do catering for  
all occasions!

Call or stop by for all the details.

Monday - Friday Specials 

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, 
birthdays or any gathering.

Monday: ......................................................................  House Margaritas $5
Tuesday:.................................................... Beef or Chicken Tacos $1.75 each
Wednesday: ................................................................. House Margaritas $5
Thursday: ....................................................................................Open 4-9 PM
Friday: ......................................................................................... Shrimp Fajita
Saturday: .................................................................. Skirt Steak Tampiquena
Sunday: .....................................................................  Al Pastor Chicken Wings 

06052024

Outdoor Patio DiningOutdoor Patio Dining
Dog Friendly Dog Friendly 

Joe & Ana Arteaga

Entry deadline is Noon on  
Thursday, June 12, 2025.Thursday, June 12, 2025.
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SPORTS
MENDOTA – Four Mendota 

softball players were recognized 
with Three Rivers Conference East 
Division all-conference honors for 
the 2025 season.

Senior Ava Eddy topped the list 
with a unanimous selection to the first 
team as an infielder. Eddy is a repeat 
first-teamer from her junior campaign.

Two Lady Trojans made the second 
team. Sophomore Addy Perryman 
and freshman Leah Henkel were both 
chosen as infielders.

Mendota’s other all-conference 
selection was freshman Karson Doyle 
to the honorable mention list as an 
infielder.

FIRST TEAM
Pitchers – *Wynn Renkes, So., 

Erie-Prophetstown; *Kalleigh Gale, 
Jr., Kewanee; *Reese Reviglio, Jr., 
Princeton

Catchers – Kiyrra Morris, So., Princ-
eton; Hannah Ryan, Sr., Erie-Proph-
etstown

Infielders – *Lucy Oetting, Jr., 
Newman; *Ava Eddy, Sr., Mendota; 
Avah Ortel, So., Princeton; Jaylynn 
Hamilton, Sr., Erie-Prophetstown

Outfielders – *Alyssa Padia, 
Jr., Erie-Prophetstown; *Caroline 
Kuetzer, Jr., Princeton; Remy Hicks, 
So., Kewanee

Utility – Ellie Harp, Sr., Princeton
(* Indicates unanimous selection)

SECOND TEAM
Pitchers – Gianna Vance, Fr., 

Newman; Brynn Blair, Jr., Hall; Piper 
Hansen, Fr., Princeton

Catchers – Macee Pickering, So., 
Kewanee; Caroline Morris, So., Hall

Infielders – Rylee Blades, Fr., Ke-
wanee; Kelsea Klingenberg, Sr., Princ-
eton; Lillian Swatos, Jr., Erie-Proph-
etstown; Leah Henkel, Fr., Mendota; 
Addy Perryman, So., Mendota

Outfielders – Paezleigh Hudgin, 
Sr., Erie-Prophetstown; Keely Lawson, 
Jr., Princeton; Amiya Rodriguez, Sr., 
Newman

Utility – Hannah Ryan, Sr., 
Erie-Prophetstown

HONORABLE MENTION
Pitchers – Charlie Pellegrini, 

Jr., Hall; Ayden Klendworth, So., 
Erie-Prophetstown; Lyric Duytschaver, 
So., Kewanee

Catchers – Samantha Woolley, 
Sr., Princeton; Kaylee Benyo, So., 
Newman; Kayler Pritchard, So., 
Erie-Prophetstown

Infielders – Addy Yepsen, So., 
Kewanee; Sylvie Rutledge, Jr., Prince-
ton; Kieryn Abernathy, So., Kewanee; 
Brenleigh Cook, Jr., Newman; Leah 
Burkart, So., Hall; Karson Doyle, Fr., 
Mendota

Outfielders – Isabella Olvera, So., 
Erie-Prophetstown; Charlie Pellegrini, 
Jr., Hall; Audrey Clucas, So., Kewanee

Utility – Ella Sterling, Sr., Hall; 
Chloe Stock, Sr., Erie-Prophetstown

(Final standings: Kewanee 9-1; 
Princeton 8-2; Erie-Prophetstown 7-3; 
Newman 3-7; Hall 3-7; Mendota 0-10)

4 MHS softball players earn all-conference honors

Disc golf ribbon cutting
Members of the Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce, the City of Mendota, the designers of the course, and 
many sponsors (businesses, organizations and individuals had the opportunity to sponsor a hole) assembled 
for a ribbon cutting of the Lake Kakusha Disc Golf Course on May 30. The course, which was around Lake 
Mendota, was moved to Lake Kakusha to give the previous nine holes breathing room and added nine more as 
it is now a full 18-hole course. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

EARLVILLE – The Little 
Ten Conference baseball 
coaches have selected the 
players for All-Conference 
recognition for the 2025 
season. 

• Newark (10-2)  – 
**Jackson Walker (Sr…3B); 
**David Ulrich (So…C); 
**Eastin McBroom (Fr…P); 
Toby Steffen (Jr…SS); Kip-
tyn Bleuer (So…P/OF) 

• Hinckley-Big Rock 
(10-2) – **Martin Led-

better (Sr…C/P/1B)--Four 
Time Unanimous Selection; 
**Skyler Janeski (Jr…P/
SS)--Repeat Unanimous Se-
lection; **Jacob Orin (Jr…
IF/OF/C)—Repeat Unani-
mous Selection 

• Somonauk (9-3) – 
**Noah Brandt (Sr…IF-
/P/C)--Repeat Unanimous 
Selection; **Aldo Resendez 
(Sr…P/IF)--Repeat Unani-
mous Selection; Luke Hart-
sell (So…IF/P) 

• Earlville-Leland Coop 
(6-6) – **Aaden Browder 
(So…P)--Repeat Unani-
mous Selection; Grady Harp 
(Sr…OF); Declan Brennan 
(So…3B/P) 

• Hiawatha (3-9) – 
**Thomas Giebel (Sr…
P/3B) 

• Serena (3-9) – **Beau 
Raikes (Sr…P/SS)--Repeat 
Unanimous Selection

(**Denotes a unanimous 
selection)

Bittersweet.
In full disclosure, bittersweet is the adjective I’m 

using to describe my trip to the NBA Eastern Conference 
Finals Game 4 between the New York Knicks and the 
Indiana Pacers on Tuesday, May 27 in Indianapolis.

I  m e a n 
I’m a Chi-
cago Bulls 
fan through 
and through, 
so not being 
at the Unit-
ed Center in 
Chicago for a 
game seemed 
weird. 

But I wanted to go to my first NBA playoff game, I 
had vacation days and my original plans were changed, 
Indianapolis is only a 3 1/2 – hour drive, I love basketball, 
and who knows when the Bulls will be good enough to 
host a playoff game.

This is where the bittersweet ended.
After the Bulls’ factor, it was all sweet.
I’m going to fast forward to the end and then I’ll 

come back, but one of the sweetest parts of the entire 
trip to Indy was, I was a member of the live audience 
for one of the Inside the NBA on TNT’s last broadcasts 
as I was less than 10-feet away from Ernie Johnson, 
Shaquille O’Neal, Charles Barkley, and Kenny Smith.

I have been a basketball fan since Day 1. Football 
and boxing have taken turns for being second, but they 
were never close to my love for hoops.

Growing up a nerd, I would watch games, keep stats 
and tell people around me to be quiet when games or the 
pre-show or post-show were on so I could hear every 
insight. Who would have thought I’ve been a journalist, 
mostly in sports, for the last 20 years?

Most of the time (after the Bulls, Michael Jordan and 
NBC dominated NBA TV broadcasts in the 1990s), it 
was the Inside the NBA crew. They’re funny, knowledge-
able, real and picked on each other like real brothers. 
NBC has the NBA TV contract again and I believe the 
same crew is making the transition, too, but nothing is 
ever the same when a move like this is made, so it was 
special for me to be there for one of the last TNT shows.

Back to the game.
I didn’t have a horse in the race, but I subconsciously 

sided with the Pacers because I saw their momentum 
coming in as they won the first two games of the series 
and lost the third because Karl Anthony Towns had a 
massive fourth quarter.

Also, Tyrese Haliburton is becoming one of my 
favorite players in the league because he plays unself-
ishly while putting his team on his back when need 
be. I bought a Haliburton city jersey/T-shirt to make 
my fandom official.

It was boosted more when Haliburton recorded a 
triple-double with 32 points, 15 assists and 12 rebounds. 
In my head, it was a quadruple-double because he 
had zero turnovers. Super crazy, although, his Game 
4 performance puts him in a four-way tie for No. 8 
(Chris Paul times two and Magic Johnson) on the list as 
Rajon Rondo and Norm Nixon tie for 19 assists without 
a turnover in a playoff game, while Magic Johnson, 
Robert Reid and Johnny Moore are listed with 17, and 
Paul and Jason Kidd were flawless with 16 assists.

Still, watching Haliburton do his thing in person 
was amazing.

It was also cool to see the Knicks’ Jalen Brunson, 
Mikal Bridges, Josh Hart and Anthony Towns play in 
person because I hadn’t yet.

The atmosphere was awesome.
I sat next to a University of Indiana student from 

Japan who is at the school for her first year of a two-
year program. She had never been to an NBA game, 
regular season or playoffs, and was just as excited or 
more excited than I was to be there (although I will 
debate).

In front of me were two drunk Pacers’ fans who 
playfully talked smack to a group of six or seven 
Knicks’ fans who had hilarious comebacks. They made 
a great game even better.

Prices for anything (I had a few beverages and 
purchased two T-shirts, while the third was given to 
every chair in the Gainbridge Fieldhouse) were cheap-
er than I would have had to pay in Chicago. I think 
I got two Coronas (I double fisted so I didn’t have to 
come back) for what I would have paid for one at the 
United Center.

Oh, there was also the score, the Pacers won 130-121 
to take a 3-1 Eastern Conference Finals Series lead. 
The Pacers won the series 4-2 on Saturday, May 31.

Now, I’m trying to find my next sport, game, location 
for a weekend trip because, schedule and commitments 
pending, this is now a thing.

Bittersweet to sweet!

Not the
Last Chance

By Brandon
LaChance

SPRINGFIELD – 
The 2025 Illinois Free 
Fishing Days celebration 
will take place June 13-
16. During this four-day 
celebration of fishing in 
Illinois, anglers of all 
ages can fish without pur-
chasing a fishing license, 
salmon stamp or inland 
trout stamp. 

Discover the fun of 
fishing or introduce your 
kids to the outdoor ad-
venture of fishing during 
these free fishing days. 
If you’re new to fishing, 
go online to https://
www.ifishillinois.org/ to 
find helpful information 
about fishing in Illinois.

LaSALLE – The 38th 
annual Kids’ Free Fishing 
Tournament will be held 
Saturday, June 7 at Lock #14 
in LaSalle. Registration is 
at 8 a.m. and fishing is from 
9-11 a.m.

The tournament is for 
boys and girls and will be 
divided into two age groups 
– 4-12 and 13-15. Prizes will 
be awarded.

Participants should bring 
their own tackle (one pole 
and one hook). No artificial 
lures are allowed. Bait will 
be provided.

Snacks and drinks will be 
provided to the participants.

The tournament is spon-
sored by the Better Fishing 
Association of Northern Illi-
nois, the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources and 
the Peru Rescue Station, in 
association with the cities of 
LaSalle and Peru.

For more information, 
call 815-223-2382 or 815-
488-2035.

Free Fishing
Days coming
June 13-16
in Illinois

Kids’ fishing
tournament
set in LaSalle

Little 10 picks top baseball players for ‘25

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois turkey hunters har-
vested a preliminary record 
total of 18,189 wild turkeys 
during the 2025 spring 
turkey season. This year’s 
total compares with the 
previous record total of 
17,208 turkeys harvested 
in 2024. 

The top five counties 
for harvest in 2025 were Jo 
Daviess, 628; Jefferson, 518; 
Pike, 468; Marion, 428; and 
Pope, 425.

Harvest totals for area 
counties are: Bureau 195, 
DeKalb 18, LaSalle 111, 
Lee 113, Ogle 275, White-
side 212.

The 2025 total includes 
the record youth spring tur-
key season harvest of 2,099 
birds, which compares with 
the previous record of 2,010 
birds set in 2024.

This year 89,687 permits 

were sold compared to 
86,083 last year.

Spring turkey hunting was 
open in 100 of Illinois’ 102 
counties. The 2025 regular 
season dates were April 7 
through May 8 in the south 
zone and April 14 through 
May 15 in the north zone. 
The 2025 youth spring turkey 
season was March 29-30 and 
April 5-6 statewide.

Hunters have a record
turkey harvest in spring

Tennis is a wildly popular 
sport across the globe. Even 
though popular tennis stars 
Serena Williams and Roger 
Federer recently traded in 
their racquets for retirement, 
the sport continues to surge 
on a global scale. Sponsor-
ships recently increased by 
40 percent, according to the 
sports and entertainment 
research platform Sponso-
rUnited. And since tennis is 
one of the rare sports played 
nearly year-round, it attracts 
a global and diverse fan base.

Tennis tournaments are 
entertaining and often draw 
celebrities, but the sport is 
even more exciting to play. 
Tennis also offers several 
health benefits. Explore these 
reasons to hit a tennis court 
near you.

1. Better your brain
Playing tennis may help 

improve critical thinking, 
mental alertness and tac-
tical thinking by fostering 
connections in the brain. Ac-
cording to Elite Clubs, tennis 
also might help regulate 
serotonin, a brain chemical 
linked to body functions like 
appetite and sleep cycle. 

2. Improve balance
Tennis requires agility, 

balance and coordination. 
By getting on the courts 
regularly, players can hone 
these skills.

3. Help the heart
The Better Health Chan-

nel in Australia reports tennis 
can be a great cardiovascu-

5 health benefits of tennis

lar workout that increases 
aerobic capacities, reduces 
resting heart rate, lowers 
blood pressure, and improves 
metabolic functions. Playing 
tennis also can help burn 
calories, so it may help you 
lose weight, which also is 
beneficial for the heart.

4. Get social
Tennis is played in dou-

bles or singles, meaning there 
will be at least one other 
person on the court with you. 
That provides an opportunity 
to socialize and build new 
relationships.

5. Build stronger bones
The United States Tennis 

Association advises that 
tennis can help build muscle 
and strengthen bones, which 
can be advantageous for 
older adults who are worried 
about bone loss. The USTA 
also reports one long-term 
study found playing tennis 
added 9.7 years to players’ 
lives compared to sedentary 
individuals.

Tennis offers a wide range 
of health benefits that make 
it an ideal activity for players 
of all ages.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Strange
But True

Couch Theater

By Lucie Winborne
* According to legend, 

and the official story from 
Nathan’s, four immigrants 
held the first hot dog eating 
contest at Nathan’s Famous 
stand on Coney Island on 
July 4, 1916, to prove who 
was the most patriotic.

* Koala bears have no 
sweat glands, so they cool 
themselves by licking their 
arms and stretching out as 
they rest in trees. 

* Asbestos used to be a 
common sight on film sets. 
The carcinogenic mineral 
was a common substitute for 
snowflakes in film-making 
until shortly after World 
War II.

* No matter how hot 
your summer day feels, you 
won’t actually be able to 
cook an egg on a sidewalk. 
That’s because you’d need a 
temperature of at least 158 
F, and the highest recorded 
only reached 131 F. Besides 
that, concrete isn’t a good 
heat conductor.

* When it comes to wine, 
and Sauvignon Blanc in 
particular, a cat pee-like 
aroma is often indicative of 
a high-quality vintage.

* Inazawa Grand Bowl 
bowling center in Japan is 
the world’s largest bowling 
alley, with 116 lanes.

* Mars’ dust storms, the 
planet’s defining weather fea-
ture, are the largest in the solar 
system and can last for months.

* Despite producing 95% 
of the world’s bourbon sup-
ply, Kentucky’s official drink 
is milk.

* A museum in Helsinki, 
Finland, has been infested 
with Loxosceles laeta, ven-
omous recluse spiders, that 
originally came from South 
America. The spiders are ex-
tremely resistant to attempts 
to kill them, and no one 
knows who imported them.

* A male cheetah can 
cause a female cheetah to 
ovulate by barking at her.

“Sinners” (R) -- This 
supernatural horror flick 
from director Ryan Coogler 
(“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever”) has become one of 
the biggest film releases of 
the year, hopefully making 
it one to watch during next 
year’s award season. Taking 
place in 1932 Mississippi, 
the film follows twin broth-
ers Smoke and Stack Moore, 
as well as their cousin 
Sammie, as they start up a 
local juke joint for the Black 
community in their town. 
Despite a pastor’s warnings 
that the blues can summon 
supernatural spirits, Sammie 
and other local musicians 
perform blues songs during 
the juke joint’s opening 
night. Little do they know 
that their entrancing tunes 
beckon a vampire clan closer 
and closer, and a massacre 
is sure to follow. Michael 
B. Jordan stuns in the dual 
role of Smoke and Stack, 
and Ludwig Goransson’s 
soundtrack is the perfect 
finishing garnish to this 
incredible film. Available 
to rent on June 3. (Amazon 
Prime Video)

“Straw” (R) -- Tyler 
Perry’s films are often 
centered around telling 
underrepresented Black 
stories that often evoke 
intense emotions in their 
characters and their au-
dience. His latest release, 
which is available to stream 
on June 6, puts this same 
formula to work with Taraji 
P. Henson being a force 
to reckon with in the lead 

role. She portrays single 
mother Janiyah, who is at 
her wit’s end after a series 
of events cause her to 
lose out on money for her 
daughter’s medical bills. 
With nowhere left to turn, 
Janiyah heads to the bank, 
preparing to commit a rob-
bery. Once she’s there and 
in the thick of the action, 
cooler heads like bank 
manager Nicole (Sherri 
Shepherd) and Detective 
Kay Raymond (Teyana 
Taylor) attempt to talk 
Janiyah out of making a 
terrible mistake. (Netflix)

“ S t i c k ”  ( T V- M A ) 
-- Owen Wilson takes 
on his first leading role 
since the trainwreck that 
was “Haunted Mansion” 
(2023), and this time, it 
seems like this role is a 
bit more his speed. Wilson 
plays Pryce Cahill, a “long 
washed up” professional 
golfer who lacks a purpose 
after both his golfing career 
and marriage went south. 
While teaching golf basics 
to the elderly, Pryce en-
counters a teen boy named 
Santi (Peter Dager), whose 
golf swing shows serious 
potential. So, Pryce de-
cides to take Santi under his 
wing and sign him up for 
an amateur championship 
tournament to see if Santi 
can win it all! The first 
three episodes premiere 
June 4, with subsequent 
episodes releasing every 
Wednesday. (Apple TV+)

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

1. Where did the melody for The Toys’ “A Lover’s Con-
certo” come from?

2. Name the Chicago song that includes the lyric “Eh, 
cumpari, ci vo sunari.”

3. Which group released “Nightshift”?
4. Name the artist who wrote and released “Young Turks.”
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Here we come, 

walking down the street, We get the funniest looks from 
everyone we meet.”
Answers

1. The melody is Minuet in G Major by Christian Petzold, 
in 1725. For a long time it was believed that it had been written 
by Johann Sebastian Bach because the song was found in a 
compilation by Bach’s sister.

2. “Saturday in the Park,” in 1972. The Italian lyric comes 
from “Eh, Cumpari” by Julius La Rosa, in 1953.

3. The Commodores, in 1985. The song charted around 
the globe.

4. Rod Stewart, in 1981.
5. Theme song from “The Monkees” television show, 

1966-1968, starring Micky Dolenz, Michael Nesmith, Peter 
Tork and Davy Jones. The show was canceled after the second 
season due to a dispute: The band wanted more guest stars 
and the TV network didn’t. Meanwhile, the show’s exposure 
did make the group very successful.

(c) 2025 King Features Syndicate

FLASHBACK

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Has Hugh Jackman 
officially divorced his wife 
yet? Is he still dating Sutton 
Foster? -- K.D.

A: Despite separating two 
years ago, actor Hugh Jack-
man (“Deadpool & Wolver-
ine”) and his wife of almost 30 
years, Deborra-Lee Furness, 
only recently took the next 
step toward divorce, with 
Furness finally filing to end 
the marriage. Jackman has 
been quietly dating actress 
Sutton Foster (“Younger”), 
but it’s not known for how 
long. The two starred in the 
revival of “Music Man” on 
Broadway in 2022. Depend-
ing on which gossip column 
you read, the consensus 
seems to be that Jackman and 
Foster are living together in 
the penthouse that was once 
home to Furness.

***
Q: I’ve never seen any 

other actor with more ener-
gy than Tom Cruise. Now 
that the newest “Mission: 
Impossible” film is out, 
what does he have coming 
up next? Would he ever do 
a TV series? -- A.E.

A: “Mission: Impossible 
-- The Final Reckoning” 
made an estimated $79 mil-
lion at the box office during 

Memorial Day weekend, 
adding to Tom Cruise’s 
long list of blockbuster hits 
throughout his career. The 
62-year-old movie star has no 
plans to stop anytime soon. 
Production on “Top Gun 3” is 
expected to begin in late 2025 
or early 2026. In addition, he 
has five films in production or 
preproduction currently, so I 
have no clue how he’s going 
to squeeze the follow-up to 
2022’s “Top Gun: Maverick” 
into his crazy schedule.

First up is the untitled Ale-
jandro G. Inarritu Film with 
Jesse Plemons (“Killers of 
the Flower Moon”) and John 
Goodman (“The Righteous 
Gemstones”). Then there 
are three films listed to be 
in preproduction: the World 
War II drama “Broadsword” 
with Henry Cavill (“The 
Witcher”); a remake of the 
1977 Clint Eastwood film 
“The Gauntlet”; and the 
untitled Tom Cruise/SpaceX 
project, which will be filmed 
on the actual International 
Space Station.

Cruise has also recently 
expressed a strong desire to 
play Les Grossman again, 
the loudmouth, hairy studio 
executive he portrayed in the 
2008 comedy film “Tropic 
Thunder.”

Cruise has yet to star in 
a series, however. He seems 
to be the last major Holly-
wood holdout who focuses 
exclusively on the big screen. 
Perhaps when he enters his 
seventh decade of life, he’ll 
slow down and compete for 
an Emmy Award. Perhaps the 
Les Grossman script could be 
turned into a limited Netflix 
series?

***
Q: Is it true that “Duck 

Dynasty” is coming back? 
Will it feature the same fam-
ily members? -- D.S.

A: It’s hard to believe 
it’s been 10 years since we 
saw the Robertson family of 
Louisiana on our TV screens. 
Their fans are mourning the 
recent loss of family patri-
arch Phil but will be thrilled 
to know that his legacy will 
live on in a new series on 
A&E this summer.

The new series will center 
around Phil’s son Willie, wife 
Korie, and their children and 
grandchildren. Phil’s brother, 
Si, is also expected to appear. 
A&E has such confidence 
that the show will be a hit 
that it’s already ordered two 
seasons’ worth of episodes. 
“Duck Dynasty: The Reviv-
al” will premiere on Sunday, 
June 1, on A&E.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Jeremy 
Allen White, winner of two 
consecutive Emmys for “The 
Bear,” will take on Aus-
tin Butler 
( “E lv i s” ) 
in  “Ene-
mies.” The 
$ 2 5 - m i l -
l i o n 
l o w - b u d -
get crime 
drama will 
shoot -- where else? -- in 
Chicago. The dynamic duo 
are squaring off as a detective 
and an infamous contract 
killer who collide in a deadly 
cat-and-mouse game.

White completed shoot-
ing for “The Mandalorian 
and Grogu” (opening on 
May 22, 2026) and is now 
wrapping up his portrayal of 
Bruce Springsteen in “De-
liver Me from Nowhere.” 
(Springsteen has given his 
blessing and visited the set 
several times to watch shoot-
ing.) It opens later this year. 
In addition, White’s fourth 
season of “The Bear” drops 
on June 25.

Meanwhile, Butler ’s 
completed “Eddington” 
with Joaquin Phoenix, Pedro 
Pascal and Emma Stone (hit-
ting theaters on July 18). He 
has also finished up Darren 
Aronofsky’s black-comedy 

Butler

crime film “Caught Steal-
ing,” co-starring Matt Smith, 
Zoe Kravitz, Leiv Schreiber 
and Carol Kane. It completed 
shooting in late November 
2024 and will be released 
on Aug. 29.

***
Stanley Tucci, who scored 

big with Meryl Streep and 
Amy Adams in “Julie & 
Julia” (2009), made cooking 
all over Italy fascinating to 
watch in CNN’s “Stanley 
Tucci: Searching for Italy” 
(2021). Now he’s booked 
another go-round to pasta 
land, this time for National 
Geographic’s “Tucci in Ita-
ly” -- a 10-part docuseries 
exploring different regions of 
Italy through his perspective 
on Italian cuisine and culture.

But first and foremost, 
he’s a film actor who re-
cently starred in the eight-
time Oscar-nominated film 
“Conclave.” The film won its 
only Oscar for Best Adapted 
Screenplay, written by Peter 
Straughan. His script was so 
accurate that cardinals who 
elected the current American 
Pope used it as their bible!

***
As a big fan of Valerie 

Harper’s “Rhoda” series 
(1974-78), I loved Julie Ka-
vner, who played her sister, 
Brenda. I wondered where 
she’s been, and guess what? 

She’s been hiding in plain 
sight as Marge Simpson in 
“The Simpsons” from 1989 
to the present day.

Kavner, now 74, will be 
on screen in writer/producer/
director James L. Brooks’ 
(of “The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” fame) comedy drama 
“Ella McCay.” It also stars 
Woody Harrelson, Kumail 
Nanjiani, Albert Brooks, and 
Jamie Lee Curtis.

Curtis’ long-awaited se-
quel “Freakier Friday,” with 
Lindsay Lohan, is arriving 
on Aug. 8, and she also 
produced Apple TV+’s “The 
Lost Bus,” starring Matthew 
McConaughey and America 
Ferrera. McConaughey’s 
crime thriller “The Rivals 
of Amziah King,” co-star-
ring Kurt Russell and Cole 
Sprouse, is due later this year.

***
Jason Sta tham has 

scored with more than 50 
action-packed hits like “The 
Beekeeper” in 2024 ($162.6 
million grosses with a $40 
million cost) and “A Working 
Man” in March ($99 million 
grosses with a $40 million 
cost). He’s next hitting 
screens in “Mutany,” out on 
Jan. 9, 2026, and then he’ll 
be back on screens in “The 
Beekeeper 2,” which will be 
less about tending bees and 
more about raising Cain!

• Trivia Test •
1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 

What are male bees called?
2. TELEVISION: Which TV 

streaming network plans to host 
a new series based on the “Harry 
Potter” books?

3. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: How many months have 
31 days?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the first president to appear 
on television?

5. MATH: What is the 
Roman numeral MMXXV in 
Arabic numbers?

6. MOVIES: What is the 
name of the spaceship in the 
movie “Alien”?

7. LITERATURE: “Nicholas 
Nickleby” is a novel written by 
which author?

8. AD SLOGANS: Which 
airline uses the slogan “Fly the 
Friendly Skies”?

9. ACRONYMS: What 
phrase does the real estate ac-
ronym DTI stand for?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What 
are the seeds of a pomegranate 
called?

Answers
1. Drones.
2. HBO Max.
3. Seven: January, March, 

May, July, August, October and 
December.

4. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
5. 2025.
6. Nostromo.
7. Charles Dickens.
8. United Airlines.
9. Debt-to-income ratio.
10. Arils.
(c) 2025 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

Do you know who was
the first U.S. president

to appear on TV?
Check out Trivia Test!

Brought to you each week by
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FENCING FENCING

Steel Roofing & Siding 
38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!

New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 
Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 

Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

I once heard a story 
about a little boy named 
Johnny who was visiting 
his grandparents. Johnny 
had just received his first 
slingshot and practiced 
in the woods nearby, but 
just couldn’t hit a target. 
When he came back to his 
grandma’s backyard, he 
noticed her pet duck. On 
an impulse he took aim 
and shot a rock. The stone 
hit—and killed—the duck. 
Of course, he panicked. 
His sister saw the whole 
thing, but said nothing.

After lunch that day, 
Grandma said, “Sally, let’s 
wash dishes.” But Sally 
said, “Johnny told me he 
wanted to help in the kitch-
en…didn’t you Johnny!” 
She leaned over to him and 
whispered, “Remember 
the duck.” So Johnny did 
dishes with Grandma.

Later that day, Grandpa 
offered to take the children 
fishing. But Grandma said, 

The cure for the insecure
“I’m sorry, but I need Sally 
to help make supper.” Sally 
smiled and said, “Johnny 
wants to do it.” Again, she 
whispered, “Remember 
the duck.” And Johnny 
helped Grandma prepare 
dinner while Sally went 
fishing with Grandpa.  

After several days of 
doing both his and Sally’s 
chores, finally he couldn’t 
stand it anymore and con-
fessed to Grandma that 
he had killed her duck. 
“I know,” said Grandma, 
giving Johnny a big hug. “I 
was standing at the window 
and saw the whole thing. 
But I love you, so I forgave 
you. I wondered how long 
you would let Sally make 
a slave out of you.” 

That may be a cute, 
funny little story, but it 
conveys a very serious 
truth: God’s love for us is 
about so much more than 
the things we do. He loves 
us…period. Nothing we 

do will ever change that. 
Nothing.

Too many Christians 
live their lives like slaves—
to the devil—because they 
believe his lies more than 
they trust God. His tactic 
is to deceive God’s people 
into believing that we must 
do everything right in order 
to be accepted and have fa-
vor with God. He lures them 
into a legalistic view of life, 
making them “slaves” to 
their good works, because 
they believe this is what 
makes them righteous, or 
pleasing to God.

So, when they’re doing 
“good” things, they feel 
like they’re alright with 
God. And when they feel 
like they’re not doing well, 
they believe God is angry 
with them. This is where the 
enemy becomes like Sally, 
Johnny’s sister. The devil 
knows that some people 
are unable to separate their 
“who” from their “do” or 
simply accept that they 
have been made righteous 
because of what Christ 
did—not what they do. He 
likes to constantly remind 
us of all our weaknesses, 
mistakes and sins, setting 
us up to live an endless 
cycle of comparison and 
competition with others, 
shame, judgment and a 
constant, nagging feeling 
of not being good enough.

On the contrary, God is 
not like that at all! Ephe-
sians 1:4-5 tells us that “he 
chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love he pre-
destined us for adoption 
to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with 
his pleasure and will” 
(NIV). Verse 7 says, “In 

him we have redemption 
through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches 
of God’s grace.”

God loves you! You 
were chosen, a unique, 
wonderfully made cre-
ation, for relationship 
with Him. He wants each 
and every one of us to un-
derstand that He sent His 
Son to die for our sins, to 
bring us into fellowship 
with Him—not because 
of anything we do, have 
done, or ever will do…
it is simply because He 
loves us. 

I really want you to get 
this: Nothing we do will 
ever make God stop loving 
us! He sees the things we 
do. And when we make 
mistakes, all He wants is 
for us to realize that there 
is no reason to hide. Our 
righteousness is based on 
what Jesus did, nothing 
more or less. We do not 
have to live under guilt 
and condemnation when 
God is ready and willing 
to forgive us when we 
repent of our sins (1 John 
1:9). God is gracious, and 
His mercies are new every 
day…we can count on that!

So, no matter where 
you are on this journey of 
faith, you can say, “I’m 

okay and I’m on my way,” 
because you are secure in 
the knowledge of who you 
are in Christ! Don’t worry 
about your “arrival,” or 
how far you have to go. 
Just keep living by faith, 
knowing that God is in 
control and He will lead 
you by His Holy Spirit, 
according to His purpose 
and plan for your life.

Learn what God’s Word 
says about you…and be-
lieve it! Learn to live more 
and more in your new 
nature of righteousness. 
When you know who you 
are in Christ, the result is 
you will not live a medio-
cre, compromising life, but 
you will live without guilt 
and condemnation. You 
won’t live to try to impress 
anyone, to prove you’re 
good enough. You will no 
longer be tormented by 
the lies of the enemy, but 
you will be free to be who 
God created you to be: 
righteous by faith in Christ. 

Learn to agree with 
God! Your past—whether 
it’s your childhood, yes-
terday, or just five minutes 
ago—is over. You don’t 
have to live with guilt or 
regret. Give your failures 
to God, and He will be able 
to use everything for your 
good and for His glory! Af-

ter awhile, the devil will no 
longer be able to torment 
you because you will be 
able to counter each one 
of his lies with the truth: 
I am the righteousness of 
God in Christ!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource God Is 
Not Mad at You. You can 
also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 150  books, includ-
ing  BATTLEFIELD OF 
THE MIND  and  OVER-
COMING EVERY PROB-
LEM  (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Every-
day Life program, which 
is broadcast to millions 
in over 110 languages. 
For more information, 
visit www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of 
the respective authors and 
do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass

M - 6 p.m., Tu - 8 a.m., W - 8:10 a.m., 
Th - 8 a.m., F - 7 a.m. 

Weekend Mass
Sat - 8 a.m. (1st Saturday only), 4 p.m.; Sun -  

6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon (Spanish)
Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass
Sun - 9 a.m.  

Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Worship  
In-person & on Facebook at: 

Mendota First United
Methodist Church  

June 5 - 10 a.m. Allure worship
June 8 - Pentecost Sunday; 

Confirmation Sunday
June 9 - 6:30 p.m. Finance

June 9-11 - N. Illinois Conference

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 7 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Fellowship 9:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

June 5 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
June 6 - 12:30 p.m. HOH pickup; 
3 p.m. Unload & stock HOH foods
June 8 - Second Sunday Breakfast

June 10 - 7 p.m. Session

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

June 8 - 10:30 a.m. HOILP joint 
worship outside at Immanuel. Lunch 
following. All food, silverware, drinks 
provided. Bring chair for worship & 

picnic outside. Chairs will be available 
if needed.

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Hagarites (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. From Daniel 5, who was holding 
a great feast when handwriting 
appeared on the wall? Job, 
Belshazzar, Hagar, Hanun
3. Where did Jesus cause demons 
to go out of two men into a herd 
of pigs? Appii, Assos, Damascus, 
Gadarenes
4. Who used unfair labor practices 
at his brick-making establishment? 
Pharaoh, Silas, Joash, Jonathan
5. What did Nebuchadnezzar dream 
of that reached into heaven? Tree, 
River, Ladder, Rope
6. Who fasted 40 days and nights 
after being fed by an angel? Darius, 
Paul, Elijah, Ahab
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Belshazzar, 
3) Gadarenes, 4) Pharaoh, 5) Tree, 
6) Elijah
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on May 20, 
2025 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses 
of all persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Sports-n-Stuff 
located at 804 Wash-
ington Street Mendota, 
IL. 61342.
Dated: May 20, 2025. 
John Bresley Bresley5 
LLC Applicant.
No. 0510
(May 28, June 4 and 11, 
2025)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

No: 2024-JA-33 and 
2024-JA-34 

TO: Ashley Dippel, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
7th day of August, 2024 
a petition to terminate 
your parental rights was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
David A. Greer, in the 
Circuit Court of LaSal-
le County entitled ‘In 
the interest of Bentlee 
Schuh and Huxley May, 
minors’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Cen-
ter Courtroom 223 at 
Ottawa on the 2nd day 
of July, 2025, at the 
hour of 1:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, a 
Termination Hearing will 

be held upon the pe-
tition to have the child 
declared a ward of the 
court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child.
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judge-
ment entered.
Dated: May 23, 2025
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0601
(June 4, 11 and 18, 
2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 

a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 

I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. 
Available Monday-
Thursday 815-562-
4171 (9AM-3PM) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4, Diesel, 
83K Miles, Blue........................................$48,900 

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 111K 
Miles ........................................................$20,900 

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab RST Z71, 105K Miles, 
White ........................................................$28,900 

2020 Chevy Equinox Premier AWD, 100K 
Miles, Maroon..........................................$16,900 

2019 GMC Sierra 2500 HD Crew Cab 4x4 SLT, 37K 
Miles, Black...................................................$50,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Longbox LT 4x4 Z71, 
77K Miles, Red..............................................$25,900

2016 Chevy Equinox AWD LTZ 4-cyl, 64K Miles, 
Silver...........................................................$13,900

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K 
Miles, White.............................................$39,900  

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 2.7L Turbo, 
24K Miles, Gray........................................$38,900  

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Custom 4x4, 2.7L 
Turbo, 21K Miles, Black..........................$35,900  

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Trailboss LT 4x4, 5.3L 
V8, 54K Miles, Radiant Red.................$37,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Z71 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ 
Topper, 63K Miles, Blue......................$36,900

2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, 70K 
Miles, White........................................$29,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ Z71, Blue, 63K Miles,  
GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, 

 Heated/Cooled Seats, LEER Topper, Running Boards & More!

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ Z71

$36,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

RUMMAGERUMMAGE
SALE

Sewing and Quilt materials, 
Handicapped equipment, 

Suitcases, Sawhorses, 
Kitchen items, Home 

decor, Linens, 
Clothing: girls’ 3 mo-6, Boys’ 3 mo-5, 

Men’s and Women’s - many sizes, 
Shoes, Jewelry, Purses, Ties, Belts, 

AND MUCH MORE!

Franklin Grove  
Presbyterian Church basement
106 S. Walnut [accesible basement]

Fri., June 6, 8-4 • Sat., June 7, 8-1+

PIA#4/06022025

305 305 
GARAGE / RUMMAGE SALES	GARAGE / RUMMAGE SALES	

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

No. 0602
(June 4, 2025)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

mendotareporter.com

Local News Updates 
& So Much More

In Print & Online
815.539.9396

mendotareporter.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Gutters
• Tuck Pointing/

Masonry
• Inside/Outside

PaintingLicense #104005528 
(815) 539-7867

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Steel Roof Retrofits

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

nilsroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com
815-884-9040

Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES PLUMBING & HEATING

Heating • Air Conditioning 
• Plumbing • Appliances 
• Electrical • Fireplaces 
• Water Softeners • Bath 

Remodels

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

ELECTRIC SERVICES FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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