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Graduation 2025
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Top students for Mendota ngh School Class of 2025

MENDOTA — Mendota
High School Principal Joe
Masini is pleased to an-
nounce seven students from
the MHS graduating class of
2025 have been recognized
as Illinois State Scholars.

The Illinois Student
Assistance Commis-
sion (ISAC), the state agen-
cy committed to helping
to make college accessible
and affordable for Illinois
families, confers this presti-
gious recognition to top Il-
linois high school students
annually. Illinois State
Scholars represent approx-
imately the top 10 percent
of high school seniors from
high schools across the state
and are chosen based on a
combination of exempla-
ry ACT or SAT test scores
and sixth-semester grade
point average.

The following Mendota
High School students have
been named 2025-2026
[llinois State Scholars:

Shelby Bentley, daughter
of Benand Sharlene Bentley
of Mendota.

See MHS, Page 4

TODAY IS A MILESTONE.
IT. TELLS YOU HOW FAR YOU'VE COME {33;
LEARNING; KEEP.TRYING, KEEP ACCOMPLISHING, AND
KEEP,VENTURING ON THROUGH ‘OUR JOURNE

v
firststatebank.biz 1 800.362:9623
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Illinois State Scholars from the 2025 Mendota High School graduating class, front row, left to right, are Lily Bokus, Kaley Siemer, Korinne
Miars and Shelby Bentley. Back row, Samuel Matura, Quin Holland, Anthony Kelson and Principal Joe Masini. (Photo contributed)

Congratulations for your outstanding academic achievements!

Going
off to
college?

Keep up on your hometown
news with a subscription to
The Reporter!

‘Call (815) 539-9396 for all
the details.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 « www.mendotareporter.com §
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Mendota High School Graduates

Julia Carvalho

David Casas

Gabriel Arteaga

Makenzie Bean

Ryn Booth James Bradley

Colton Castillo Katelyn Cook

Shelby Bentley

Benjamin Bresley

Jaxon Cooper

Kate Biers

Karina Coronel
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Continued from Page 2

Activities/Awards:
choir, band, Madrigals,
National Rural and Small
Town Recognition Pro-
gram.

Future plans: Continue
teaching dance classes
at Mendota Just for Kix;
attend a school for higher
education.

Lily Bokus, daughter of
Mike and Kaela Bokus of
Mendota.

Activities/Awards: vol-
leyball, tennis, basketball,
softball, Interact Club,
Student Council, Spanish
Club, National Honor
Society, Spanish National
Honor Society, Lions Club
Honor Banquet, MHS hon-
or roll breakfast, College
Board National Rural and

Small Town Award, I1linois
State Scholar.

Future plans: Attend
a four-year university to
major in nursing to become
a nurse practioner.

Quin Holland, son of
Troy and Aimee Holland
of Mendota.

Activities/Awards:
Band-drumline, Scholas-
tic Bowl, National Honor
Society, Interact Club,
Handbook Committee,
lighting designer for drama
productions, math team,
Academic Challenge, II-
linois Senate Youth Advi-
sory Council, Boys State,
College Board National
Recognition Program,
Voice of Democracy win-
ner.

Future plans: Attend
a four-year university to

study finance.

Anthony Kelson, son of
Cory and Christina Kelson
of Compton.

Activities/Awards:
Band, ILMEA, math team,
Scholastic Bowl, cross
country, track & field,
MHS Honors Banquet,
high honor roll, Academic
Challenge, Interact Club,
Selbrede Physics Award,
National Honor Society,
Spanish National Hon-
or Society, technology
support team, Feed My
Starving Children volun-
teer, Compton Community
Club volunteer, Commu-
nity Garden volunteer,
community park cleanup,
lifeguard, Eagle Scout Ser-
vice Project volunteer, Boy
Scout quartermaster, assis-
tant senior patrol leader,

After such fine academic performances,
we know you're destined for great things.

Mayor David Boelk

City Clerk Emily McConville
City Treasurer Rob Letterly

City Council Members:

Jim Fitzpatrick, John Holland,

Kyle Kim, Jay Miller,

John Hessenberger, Mark Peasley,
Leo Hochstatter & Vicki Johnson

“THE WORLD's
GREATEST LITTLE

Thanks for
making us proud
and good luck!

Graduation 2025

Boy Scout instructor, Boy
Scouts Cheerful Service
Order of the Arrow cam-
pout, Eagle Scout, Illinois
State Scholar

Future plans: Theoreti-
cal quantum physics PhD.

Samuel Matura, son of
Samuel and Jeannie Mat-
ura of Mendota.

Activities/Award: Boys
State delegate, Illinois Ed-
ucation and Career Success
Network Student Advisory
Council, National Honor
Society of High School
Scholars, National Honor
Society, Spanish Nationa
Honor Society, soccer,
member of third place state
tournament team, honor
roll awards.

Future plans: Attend
IVCC to study pre-med-
icine and transfer to the

University of Illinois Col-
lege of Medicine to study
anesthesiology.

Korinne Miars, daugh-
ter of Darrell and Jennifer
Weber of Mendota.

Activities/Awards:
Cheerleader, band, choir,
Madrigals, musicals, MHS
Honors Banquet, high
honor roll, Lions Honor
Banquet, National Honor
Society, Interact Club.

Future plans: Attend
IVCC for two years and
transfer to a four-year
university to study psy-
chology to become a child
life specialist.

Kaley Siemer, daughter
of William and Sandra
Siemer of West Brooklyn.

Activities/Awards:
soccer, math team (state
qualifier), National Honor

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Society member and presi-
dent, Academic Challenge,
boys’ soccer manager, Li-
ons Club Honor Banquet,
Interact Club, high honor
roll, Three Rivers Confer-
ence academic all-confer-
ence, NewsTribune girls’
soccer honor roll.

Future plans: Attend
Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity to major in civil
engineering.
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Graduates

You’ve come a long way, and we’re very
proud of your achievements. Keep up the
great work, and we know you’ll go far.
Best wishes today and always!

1905 13th Ave., Mendota, IL
815-539-3444

www.financialplus.org

ES' EXCESS SHARE
I INSURANCE

05112022
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Ella Coss

Graduation 2025
Mendota High School Graduates

Jonathan Diaz

Crystal Garcia

Jack Gillespie

Conner Hansen

Claire Hanson

Sofia Duarte Salinas

The Mendota Reporter ¢ S

Gavin Elston

Jesus Escobar

Ivan Espinoza

Alessandra Enriquez

Jocee Haun

Cassandra Gonzalez

Rosa Gonzalez

Chloe Heath

Jose Hernandez

Kayla Hernandez
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VAESSEN BROS.
CHEVROLET

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

EL REY TACO
701 Main St. ® Mendota
815-539-7100

BLACK BROS
501 9th Ave. ¢ Mendota
815-539-7451

MENDOTA AREA

SENIOR SERVICES
1901 Tom Merwin Dr. ¢ Mendota
(815) 539-7700
mendotaareaseniorservices.org

THE MENDOTA

REPORTER
703 lllinois Ave. ® Mendota
(815) 539-9396

MENDOTA ELKS LODGE

#1212
707 Indiana Ave. ¢ Mendota
815-538-3557

MENDOTA AREA
CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE
800 Washington St.
Mendota
(815) 539-6507

MEYERS FURNITURE
1901 S. 13th Ave e Mendota
815-539-6263

SETCHELL AGENCY LTD.
618 Sixth St. « Mendota
815-539-9311

FINANCIAL PLUS
CREDIT UNION

Mendota e Peru e Ottawa
Morris e Diamond
Member NCUA - ESI

FURAR’S BODY SHOP
306 Plaza Dr. ¢ Mendota
815-539-6075

Class
P
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Mendota High School Graduates

Kaleb Houle Horacio Huizar Adrianna Johnson

Andrianna Karahalios Cameron Kelly Aiden Kent-Tucker Christopher Kimes

Ella Martin

Evan McPheeters Gabriela Membreno Korinne Miars Travis Mumm Kaitlyn Neville Brisa Nunez
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THE MENDOTA REPORTER
703 lllinois Ave. ® Mendota
815-539-9396

ZIGGIE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT
1212 First Ave. ® Mendota
815-539-5060

HOMESTEAD REALTY
1316 Lakewood Plaza ¢ Mendota
815-539-3811

PARKWAY FAMILY RESTAURANT
1400 13th Ave. ® Mendota
815-539-6837

Class of 2025'
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Mendota High School Graduates

Nicholas Reyes Brenna Rummery

Angilberto Serrano Kaley Siemer

Mike Thornhill Cadence Thornton Lea Turner Michael Valencia Gabriel Vallejo Erick Vasquez



10 » The Mendota Reporter

Graduation 2025

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Tips to set up an ideal home study space

Study skills are integral
to academic success. Such
abilities help students learn
more efficiently and effec-
tively, which can lead to bet-
ter grades on assignments
and tests. Developing strong
study habits can prepare
students for future success in
life, as dedication to study-
ing can be mirrored in habits
related to job performance.

The desire to study is
one component of being in-
volved inthe task. However,
setting up an environment
conducive to studying is
another part of this im-

portant equation. Students
looking to study longer and
better may want to re-eval-
uate study environments
at home. Here are some
ways to implement positive
changes.

* [solate from interrup-
tions. The first step to setting
up astudy location is to pick
a spot away from the hustle
and bustle of the household.
While a separate room or
home office can be helpful,
an out-of-the way nook or
similar spot can be just as
effective. By dedicating a
study spot, you can train

your brain to recognize this
is a study area and you may
immediately become more
focused.

» Keep only pertinent
materials nearby. It may
be tempting to check your
phone or watch videos or
television if those devices
are close to the study area.
Make it stark and outfitted
with only what’s necessary
for the study session.

*Focus on good lighting.
To avoid eye strain and
avoid difficulty focusing,
make sure the study area has
adequate lighting. Lighting

When you have experienced

the loss of a loved one, you can
trust Wasmer Funeral Home to
guide you through the process of
honouring life. At Wasmer Funeral
Home, we pride ourselves on
serving families in Mendota and
the surrounding areas with dignity,
respect and compassion. Our

staff is experienced in a variety of
funeral services and can help you
celebrate your loved one no matter
your religion, culture or budget. and

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration Of-Life-Center

CELEBRATING LIFE

nealing grieving hearts

Catherine Wasmer, Director
Cell: 815-228-6260

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota, IL 61342

Bus: 815-539-8500
wasmerfh@gmail.com
wasmerfuneralhome.com

7 Your every need handled by a licensed professional.

2112 W. Main St., Mendota, IL 61342
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Congratulations
Class of 2025!!
n 2t

Fantastic Home Cookin’
Rt. 34 @ 1-39 « (815) 539-9000

behind you will help illumi-
nate the pages of textbooks
and additional reading mate-
rials. Avoid using computers
in dimly lit rooms, as that
may aggravate eye strain.

* Aim for ergonomics and
comfort. You’ll want to be
comfortable while studying,
but not so much that you’re
falling asleep. Choose a
chair that is supportive and
keeps you seated inaneutral
position.

* Store supplies nearby.
Having to constantly get up
and grab supplies increases
the risk of distractions ad-
versely affecting your study
time. A zippered pouch or a
tote bag that contains all of
your study materials can be
kept within reach.

*Keepaclockin view. A

clock should not deter you
from studying. Setting dead-
lines and time constraints on
study time can encourage
focus. Break down study
sessions into chunks of time
that are manageable to you.

« Utilize noise effective-
ly. Some people need abso-
lute quiet to study. Others
appreciate some white noise

or music to sharpen their
focus. Identify what works
for you and incorporate that
into your study area. A fan
or a running air purifier can
produce enough white noise
to drown out distractions.

Establishing astudy area
at home can help students
improve their academic
performance.

FARM HOME - CROP - HAIL AUTO LIFE
COMMERCIAL - BONDS - HEALTH

Congratulations to our 2025 graduates!

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

* Complete Insurance Service ®
715 Washington Street, Mendota ¢ 815-539-5651

05142025

Iass of 2025

s

4
open Dayss 3 tiwivi, | SHIRTS - SIGNS - DESIGNS
Wik from on34 “Cwiiray | 1160513th Ave, Mendota, IL 61342 :

4Likeuson
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815-252-2740
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Mendota, IL 61342
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Mendota High School Graduates

NOT PICTURED:
Tyler Blayney
Elijah Castillo
Jairo Covarrubias
Kregory Griffith
Luis Magallanes
Logan Martin
Mauricio Martinez-Morales
Neveah Orozco
Xzavior Orozco
Brenda Palacios
; Domenic Richey
o Jacob Roldan
Angel Villalba Miguel Villalba Faith Villegas Rhett Watson Jillian Younger Yesenia Salinas
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Your next step can take you far

without taking you far away!

With career and transfer programs available
in fields from engineering to healthcare,
education to manufacturing, agriculture to
criminal justice, and so much more,

there’s a future for you at IVCC!

START HERE, GO ANYWHERE!
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\ WWW.IVCC.EDU
ILLI NOI S VALLEY Registration is open now for summer and fall 2025.
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Classes begin May 19 (Summer A),

June 11 (Summer B & C), and August 18 (Fall).
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Ohio High School Graduates

Katherine Davis Makaila Gonzalez Jace Oester Ellie Snodgrass Kassandra Zembrzuski

Class@ 2025

_ » %
* * o *

Congratulations « #. -
Ctass o/ 2025 Graduates!

FIRST STATE BANK ALBRECHT MCDONALD TRUCKING &

OF VAN ORIN WELL DRILLING, INC. PAVING INC.
Van Orin, IL @ (815) 638-2111 19594 2600 North Ave e Ohio Ohio
MALDEN BANKING CENTER (815) 376-2811 815-376-5261
Malden, IL @ (815) 643-2121

Member FDIC
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Earlville Class of 2025 officers, left to right, are Emma Jacobs, vice president;
Easton Fruit, president; Natalie Hall, treasurer; and Dalia Hernandez, secretary.

Earlville graduates leave high school
ready to take on whatever comes next

It’s hard to believe we’re finally here.
After 13 years of early mornings, late-night
study sessions, hallway conversations, and
cafeteria lunches the Class of 2025 is offi-
cially at the goal line. This moment felt so
far away for so long and now it’s our reality.

When we were younger we used to dream
about this day believing that it was just the
end of homework, tests, and asking for
permission to use the bathroom. But now
that it’s here we realize it’s not just the end
of school rather it’s the end of a chapter that
shaped who we are.

Over the years, we’ve grown not just as
students, but as people. We’ve faced chal-
lenges that we never would have expected,
both inside and outside the classroom. From
adapting to changes in the world around
us, to finding our own path when things
got tough. Through these challenges we
showed teamwork, strength, and family-like
connections. We didn’t just survive high
school, we made it ours.

None of this would have been possible
without the people who supported us. To
our teachers, thank you for being more than
instructors. You guided us, believed in us,
and built not just a teacher student environ-
ment but an environment where students

could be talked through tough personal
problems. To our coaches, counselors, staff,
administration, and custodians, thank you
for the roles you played in our lives both
big and small.

Thank you to our families, not just for
the rides to school, helping with math
homework, and adding to our lunch account
balance, but for the constant reminders that
we are capable of more than we know.

We’ve had our share of unforgettable
moments such as hard-fought wins in sports,
school dances, class trips, spirit weeks, and
so many memories we’ll carry with us for
years to come. But some ofthe best moments
were the small ones like the inside jokes,
shared looks during quiet times in classes,
and the support between friends. These are
the memories that will stay with us.

Now, as we get ready to take our next
steps, whether it’s college, the workforce,
the military, or something completely dif-
ferent, we carry with us everything we’ve
learned at Earlville High School. We leave
knowing that we’re ready to take on whatever
comes next.

Easton Fruit
2025 Senior Class President
Earlville High School

Graduation 2025
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The top two students for the Earlville Class of 2025 are Easton Fruit, left, valedic-
torian, and Anthony Carico, salutatorian.

Fruit, Carico are top 2 for EHS Class of '25

Easton Fruit is the vale-
dictorian and Anthony Car-
ico is the salutatorian of the
Earlville High School Class
of 2025.

Fruit is the son of Nathan
andJenette Fruitof Earlville.

His honors and activities
include John Ourth Stu-
dent Recognition, Premier
Boys State HOBY, Earlville
varsity soccer second All
Area Team, IHSA Sports-
manship award, Little Ten
All-Conference two years,
2024 Shaw Media Top 5
to watch, IHSA All-State
Academic Team, basketball
player (team captain), soccer
player (team captain), base-
ball player (team captain),
golfplayer, Academic Bowl
Team, Student Council
(President), National Honors
Society, Class President,

History Club and Blood
Drive Chairman.

His future plans are to
attend the Gies School of
Business Honors Program
at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaignto study
Data Science + Finance. Af-
ter graduating from UIUC,
he plans on using his degree
to work in the entertain-
ment industry, for example
analyzing the data for a
professional pitcher and his
spin rates to see if it is in
the range it needs to be in.
Another job he would look
into with the degree would
be to start as a financial
analyst at a movie company
and would hopefully move
up to be a CFO.

Carico is the son of Leon
Carico and Terri Carico.

His honors and activi-

ties include volunteer for
Earlville Lions Club and
Earlville High School, honor
roll, eSports player, soccer
playerand MTG Club leader.

His future plans are to
get a degree in computer
networking administra-
tion or computer science
to make a difference in
the growing technology
industry. He plans to help
build and manage secure,
efficient networks that keep
businesses connected. Asa
more jobs in IT continue to
open up, he hoped to fill one
of these roles and become
someone others can count
on. He plans on reaching a
leadership position where
he can manage IT systems,
fix problems and help teach
others who are interested in
technology.
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Earlville High School Graduates

Anthony Carico Michael Clemens Charles Fuller

Lea Galante Dalia Hernandez

Alexzandria Pope Madyson Shannon Evelynn Valdez Juan Vazquez

Adam Waite Betzy Zacarias
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What parents can do to help prevent bullying

Bullyingaftects children fromall walks of
life. Whether the student is on the receiving
end of bullying or is the aggressor, parents
and other adults will sometimes need to step
in to provide assistance. Although there is
no magic formula to preventing bullying,
parents can do their part to put a stop to
such behaviors.

» Parent authoritatively: According to
developmental psychologist Diana Divecha,
contributor to Greater Good magazine, an
authoritative style of parenting offers high

levels of warmth, love and closeness, while
at the same time providing clear limits and
high expectations. Children who are raised
with this type of parenting often fare the
best with better mental health and stronger
relationship skills. Children who are parent-
ed harshly may be more likely to become
bullies or be bullied themselves.

* Be knowledgeable and observant: Par-
ents, teachers and administrators should keep
their eyes peeled for bullying behaviors and
reactions. Various signs indicate bullying

is taking place, and these include being
introverted, commonly reporting illness,
withdrawing from daily activities, or having
trouble sleeping.

* Nurture a positive household climate:
Parents and other family members can work
together at home to create an organized and
predictable environment. Parents should
model the type of behavior they want their
children to express.

* Teach children coping skills: Practice
scenarios at home where a child learns how

to ignore a bully or develop assertive strat-
egies for coping with bullying. Share who
children can go to for help, apart from you,
such as teachers or administrators, ifthey’re
worried about being bullied.

* Set technology boundaries: Bullying
can take place on social media, and by
monitoring online activity, parents may
be able to head off potential bullying
problems. Document online bullying so
it can be addressed with administrators or
law enforcement.

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

GOIGRHTUWHTIONS

GCRADUATES!

MALLEY PLUMBING, HEATING

SANDY’S SHEAR MAGIC

EARLVILLE
114 W. Railroad e Earlville
(815) 246-8261

EARLVILLE COLD STORAGE
101 N East St. @ Earlville
(815) 246-9469

CITY OF EARLVILLE
210 W. Railroad St. e Earlville
(815) 246-9588

CANTLIN LAW FIRM
128 S Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-246-8241

THE LOUNGE
117 S. Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-481-3656

& AIR CONDITIONING
123 Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-246-6011

TRI-COUNTY
VETERINARY SERVICE
Kevin A. Zollars, DVM
920 Greenbriar e Earlville
815-246-9545

WHITTAKER AUTO SALVAGE
1365 N 45th Rd. e Earlville
815-246-7019

EARLVILLE FARMERS COOP
602 W Railroad St. e Earlville
815-246-8461

127 W. Railroad St. e Earlville
815-246-9393

THE BARBER SHOP
121S. Ottawa St. @ Earlville
815-246-6102

FREEDOM SAUSAGE, INC
4155 E. 1650th Rd. e Earlville
815-792-8276

MATHESIUS ELECTRIC
Earlville
815-884-9040

EARLVILLE COMMUNITY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
136 S Ottawa St. e Earlville
Earlvillehistory.org
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LaMoille High School Graduates

Richard Boege

Blake Durdan

The Mendota Reporter ¢ S

Isabella Fischer

Joshua Martin

Mylanichole Snyder

Catherine Griffin

Dakota Hardin-Coffman

Owen Nickel

Jack Heinzeroth

Jenna Pinter

Brayden Klein

Nickolas Spangler

Tate Sundberg

Evan Supan
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Lovgren, Quest
are top of class
for LaMoille
Class of 2025

Claire Lovgren is the valedictorian and Sadie Quest
is the salutatorian of the LaMoille High School Class
of 2025.

Lovgren is the daughter of Eric and Robin Lovgren
of Princeton.

Her honors and activities include volleyball, Na-
tional Honor Society, [llinois State Scholar, Scholastic
Bowl, class vice president, FFA, band, cheerleading
and class valedictorian.

Her future plans are to attend Illinois Valley Com-
munity College and then transfer to a university to
pursue a degree in physical therapy.

Quest is the daughter of Kevin and Karin Quest
of LaMoille.

Her honors and activities include volleyball,
Scholastic Bowl, National Honor Society, student
council and class president, FFA, cheerleading and
class salutatorian.

Her future plans are to attend Ball State University
to obtain a degree in architecture.

Graduation 2025

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

How reading affects children

Early childhood is a
critical time for personal
development. During this
period, many intellectual,
physical and emotional
changes are taking place
in a child’s body at a rapid
pace. Parents want to give
their children the best oppor-
tunities for success in life,
and encouraging children to
read is one of the ways they
canhelp youngsters develop
intellectual and emotional
maturity.

Data from the Adoles-
cent Brain and Cognitive
Development project, an
American national cohort
study with more than 10,000
participants across different
ethnicities and varying so-
cioeconomic statuses, found
that reading for pleasure
in early childhood was
linked with better scores
on comprehension cogni-
tion assessments and better
educational attainment in

young adolescence. It also
correlated to fewer mental
health problems and less
time spent on electronic
devices.

Reading is a learned
activity, and reading ear-
ly on with a child is a
bonding activity between
caregiver and child. The
Arnold Palmer Hospital
for Children says reading
has the potential to increase
academic achievement by
improving vocabulary and
learning comprehension. In-
teractive reading also helps
increase mental imagery and
language processing.

It’s important to note that
reading can positively affect
the body physically as well.
Children may experience
less stress by reading, as
reading is thought to be
even more calming than
listening to music or even
taking a walk.

In a study published in
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the journal Psychological
Medicine, researchers in the
UK and China found that
12 hours of reading a week
was the optimal time linked
to improved brain structure
and good brain health. When
researchers examined brain
scans from those who had
been reading from an ear-
ly age, the scans showed
moderately larger total
brain areas and volumes,
including in regions of the
brainresponsible forrolesin

critical cognitive functions.

“It’swidely accepted that
[reading] inspires creativity,
increases empathy and re-
ducesstress,” says professor
Barbara Sahakian from the
University of Cambridge.

Reading is a skill that
children should begin to
enjoy atan early age. Parents
can introduce reading to
their children by reading to
them, and then supporting
children’s efforts at inde-
pendent reading.

Member FDIC

1] o2 403

RADUATES

FIRST STATE BANK OF VAN ORIN
Van Orin, IL = (815) 638-2111

MALDEN BANKING CENTER
Malden, IL = (815) 643-2121

FIRST STATE BANK

90 N. Main St. =

LaMoille

LaMoille
815-638-2524

»

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
102 Main St. = LaMoille - (815) 638-2171
111 W. Main = Sublette - (815) 849-5219

BENNETT'S UPHOLSTERY

815.638.2398
Member FDIC
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AHS Class of 2025: | M pws N § ,
The future is in your | i ¢
1wl 3

hands; create your
own opportunities

To the Class of 2025,

As our final year of high school comes to an end,
we need to reflect on our moments, good and bad,
that we have made it through as a class. Our class has
been through a lot together. We have had our highs and
lows, a lot of growing up and being kids together, and
so many memorable moments. We have gone through
it all together and stuck with each other through hard
times. All of our hardships have made us stronger and
closer together. While we may not be the closest, we
all understand that we can count on each other when
we need to.

While high school can be a total struggle, we have
also all experienced great things together. Whether it’s
a school dance, a sporting event, an FFA event, or a
good laugh with friends, we have memories to last a
lifetime. Hold onto these memories and use them as
a reminder of where you have come from. Of course,
High School also comes with hard moments. Our class
has been through long nights of studying for tests,
stressing about our future plans, juggling jobs and
school, and hard losses. During these moments, we

have come together and given each other a shoulder . e : E 1 (. 1 h {8
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to lean on.

These hard moments have not only brought us
together, but taught us lessons. We have learned to Amboy High School Class of 2025 officers, left to right, are Brysen Full, treasurer; Haleigh Stenzel, vice presi-
appreciate the little things in life and never take a single dent; Alainie Wittenauer, president; and Kenley Wilson, secretary.

moment for granted. We have learned that hard work
pays off and that failure doesn’t mean the end. We
need to remember all of the lessons we have learned
throughout high school and keep them in our minds
while managing our futures.

As the school year comes to an end, we are all start-
ing our paths to the real world. We all have different
paths ahead of us. Some of us are totally sure of what
that path is, while some of us are still figuring it out.
Either way, this is the end of our high school journey.
When you walk out of these school halls for the last
time, remember how you got this far. With resilience
and perseverance even when you were unsure of what

TODAY IS A MILESTONE.
L BTSSR Y OLJVEQUME. REER
new, make new friends, and be the best vesion of - [ VM| [LLCHS =18 TRYING KEEP ACCOMPLISHING, AND
KEEP VENTURING ON THROUGH YOUR JOURNEY
Alainie Wittenauer

hands, create your own opportunities. This is not the
Class of 2025 President J

end, just the beginning.
b O} firststatebank.biz 1 800.362!9623
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Top 10 students named for Amboy High School Class of '25

Amboy High School has
named its Top of the Class
students for the Class of
2025.

Cordia Asencio is the
daughter of Nick and Emily
Worner of Harmon.

Honors and activities
include school plays and
musicals, Flags, student
council, National Honor
Society, choir and most
improved underclassman.

Future plans are to attend
Northern Illinois University
to major in psychology and
attend medical school with
the end goal of being a fo-
rensic psychiatrist.

AvaClineis the daughter
of David and Marcy Cline
of Amboy.

Honors and activities
include student council,
high honor roll and year-
book staff.

Future plans are to attend
Northern Illinois University.

Emersyn Noble is the
daughter of Greg and Katie
Noble of Amboy.

Honors and activities
include volleyball, defen-
sive digs award, softball,
academic all-conference
Leo’s Club, National Honor
Society, high honor roll and
SVCC Dean’s List.

Future plans are to attend
the University of Wis-
consin-Platteville for two
years in the pre-pharmacy
program and then transfer
to a university to complete
a four-year pharmacy pro-
gram and obtain a PharmD.
Long-term goal istobecome
a clinical pharmacist.

Addison Pertell is the
daughter of Rick and Janelle
Pertell of Sublette.

Honors and activities

include National Honor
Society, student council,
Leo’s Club, January Student
of'the Month, State Scholar
and captain of the girls’
basketball team.

Future plans are to attend
a four-year university to
obtain a BSN.

Hunter Rasmussen is
the son of Rick and Bonnie
Rasmussen of Eldena.

Honors and activities
include student at SVCC as
part of Pathways to Educa-
tion program, band, chorus,
Illinois State Scholar, high
honor roll, College Board
National Rural and Small
Town Recognition pro-
gram, choir performances
in the Northwest Upstate
Illini Conference Music
Festival, Clipper PRIDE
Award, outstanding junior
chorus member, award from
American Legion for play-
ing Taps at the Memorial
Day programand performed
Tapsatschool Veterans Day
assembly.

Future plans are to attend
Sauk Valley Community
College and then transfer to
Northern Illinois University
to major in middle school
math education.

Grace Royer is the
daughter of Katey Muetze
and Brock Royer of Amboy.

Honors and activities
include highest honor roll,
80+ hours of community
service, Illinois State Schol-
ar, FFA, Conduct of Chapter
meetings FFAreportersilver
nationalist, student council,
Leo’s Club and National
Honor Society.

Future plans are to attend
NorthernIllinois University
to graduate with a degree in

Amboy High School Class of 2025 Top 10 students, front row, left to right, are Brooklyn Strub, Emersyn Noble,
Alainie Wittenauer, Ava Cline and Cordia Asencio. Back row, Grace Royer, Tyrah Vaessen, Hunter Rasmussen,
Addison Pertell and Kenley Wilson.

health sciences in pursuant
of a career as a radiology
technician.

Brooklyn Strub is the
daughter of Tammy Strub
and Scott Strub of Amboy.

Honors and activities
include National Honor So-
ciety, basketball cheerlead-
er, color guard, fall plays,
spring musicals, student
council, choir, Junior Master
Gardeners, honor roll, best
actress 2023 fall play, best
supporting actress spring
musical 2023, bestnew face
spring musical 2022, best
Flag 23/24.

Currently enrolled at

Northern Illinois Univer-
sity to obtain a bachelor’s
degree in early childhood
education to become a first
grade teacher.

Tyrah Vaessen is the
daughter of Nick and Susan
Vaessen of West Brooklyn.

Honors and activities
include National Honor
Society, AHS October Stu-
dent of the Month, WACC
September Student of the
Month, volleyball, basket-
ball, softball and highest
honor roll.

Future plans are to attend
the University of Kentucky
to enroll in the nursing

program.

Kenley Wilson is the
daughter of Dan and Amy
Wilson of Amboy.

Honors and activities
include National Honor
Society, Leo’s Club, highest
honor roll, student council,
100+ community service
hours, November Student
of the Month, Conduct of
Chapter silver level nation-
alists, FFA parliamentarian,
basketball, Illinois State
Scholar and College Board
National Rural and Small
Town Recognition Award.

Future plans are to attend
a four-year university and

major in biology and then
attend optometry school to
eventually become a Doctor
of Optometry.

Alainie Wittenauer is the
daughter of Nick and Sherri
Wittenauer of Sublette.

Honors and activities
include National Honor
Society, Class of 2025
president, student council,
Leo’s Club, State Scholar,
AHS September Student of
the Month, WACC October
Student of the Month and
highest honor roll.

Future plans are to attend
[llinois State University to
study elementary education.

Class @ 20285
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Amboy High School Graduates

Fabian Arteaga

TAr

Saydee Benavidez Joel Billhorn Emma Chandler

@

Brody Christoffersen Ava Cline

Wyatt Eisenberg Trent Ellis Michael Farrar Brysen Full

Atticus Goff Barbara Grotti Tyler Huggins Caden Hummel William Jones Cierra Kessel
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Class of 2025'

VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Sublette
(815) 849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

SUBLETTE FARMER’S
ELEVATOR
100 W. Main St. e Sublette
(815) 849-5222

SENSIENT FLAVORS
25 E Main St. ¢ Amboy
(815) 857-3691

DEPOT TAP
49 Southeast Ave. ® Amboy
(815) 857-3555

CITY OF AMBOY
227 E. Main St. ¢ Amboy
(815) 857-3814

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
16 S. Jones ® Amboy
(815) 857-2125
111 W. Main St. e Sublette
(815) 849-5219

CGH MEDICAL CENTER
100 E. LeFevre Road e Sterling
(815) 625-0400
www.cghmc.com

WOODHAVEN LAKES REALTY

509 LaMoille Road e Sublette
(815) 849-5476

SHADY OAKS
COUNTRY CLUB
577 US Highway 52 e Sublette
(815) 849-5424

THE LAST ALARM
43 Southeast Ave. ® Amboy
(815) 857-3483

THE AMBOY NEWS
PO Box 162 e Amboy
(815) 857-2311
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Amboy High School Graduates

Quinton Leffelman

Jackson Lemmer Joshua McKendry Dillon Merriman Emersyn Noble Gloria Parker

Addison Pertell Natalie Pratt Grace Royer

Tristan Salazar Andrew Scott

Haleigh Stenzel

."—-
\

Brooklyn Strub Tyrah Vaessen Jacob Ware Karagen Welch Kenley Wilson
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Amboy High School Graduates

NOT PICTURED:
Tavin Barlow
Dominic Fonderoli
Adrian Mimini
Arianna Tate

Alainie Wittenauer Caleb Yanos

& Meet the CLASS 0/ 2025

Your next step can take you far

without taking you far away!

With career and transfer programs available
in fields from engineering to healthcare,
education to manufacturing, agriculture to
criminal justice, and so much more,

there’s a future for you at IVCC!
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I S S START HERE, GO ANYWHERE!
‘» HQ > | » WWW.IVCC.EDU
ILLI NOI S VALLEY Registration is open now for summer and fall 2025.
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Classes begin May 19 (Summer A),

June 11 (Summer B & C), and August 18 (Fall).
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