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Cardboard vessels

The annual Cardboard Boat Regatta saw Mendota High School teacher Matt Hughes’ physics class take their
prized cardboard sailing apparatuses to Lake Kakusha on Wednesday, May 7. The lake’s coast was lined up
with viewers celebrating sailing success and snickering at the sailors who found themselves walking in water.
MHS students Joe Stewart, back left, Johan Cortez, front left, and Brody Hartt push off from the pier in hopes
they don’t sink anytime soon. (Photo contributed)

Mendota to honor its fallen heroes on May 26

MENDOTA — The 2025
Mendota Memorial Day
Programwill be heldat 10:30
a.m. Monday, May 26, at
Restland Cemetery Memo-
rial Gardens, Mendota. The
Veterans’ Memorial Council,

¥

Remember

IAL DAY
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The Veterans of Foreign

Wars Post4079, its Auxiliary
and American Legion Post
540 will be participating.
These organizations wel-
come everyone to this service
for the purpose of honoring
and remembering all vet-
erans resting on domestic

or foreign soil - for their
commitment and unselfish
contribution to our present
way of life with liberty and
freedom for all.

The program schedule is
as follows:

* Opening Address by

Master of Ceremonies: Bill
Hunt, US Navy Veteran
« Presentation of Colors/
Raising of the Flag: Veter-
ans’ Memorial Council
*National Anthem: Men-
dota Alumni Band

* Invocation: Jay Miller,

US Navy Veteran

* Guest Speaker: Jeff
Simonton, COO Black
Brothers

e Musical Selection:
Mendota Alumni Band

e Roll Call of Deceased
Veterans since last Memorial
Day: Harold Olsen

* Laying of the Wreaths:
VFW Post 4079 Auxiliary
Firing of the Volley: Veter-
ans’ Memorial Council

* Taps: Veterans’ Memo-
rial Council

» Benediction: Miller.

BBCQO’s Phalen named
woodworking industry’s
Baldwin Award winner

A J. Carroll won prestigious award in 1986

MENDOTA — Black Brothers Company is honored to
announce Director of Sales Todd Phalen has been bestowed
the prestigious Ralph B. Baldwin Award of Excellence by the
Woodworking Industry Association. The top award recog-
nizes the 25-year veteran’s outstandlng contributions to the
woodworking machinery :
and ancillary equipment
industry.

Phalen is an active
member in the WIA (for-
mally WCMA) and joined
the Board of Directors in
2018 havingserved as Sec-
retary, Treasurer, and Vice
President. He is the second
member of Black Bros. to
earn the award with James
S. Carroll winning in 1986.

“Todd has been a dy-
namic leader in the wood-
working machinery in-
dustry,” said Black Bros.
CEO Matthew Carroll.
“His customer-focused : -
leadership has driven record-breaking sales and product
innovation, and he is a widely-respected mentor, connector,
and advocate — an exceptional leader in every sense.”

Withinthe WIA, Phalen was the driving force in implement-
ing and overseeing annual sales trainings, which championed
growth and participation. He regularly influenced members
to become more involved and help make a difference. Even
more, his guidance played a key role in the recent WMMA
and WMIA merger to assure a seamless union and strengthen
its mission and overall health. Phalen is a 11-time participant
atthe International Woodworking Fair and is regularly active
at industry events of all kinds.

Nominator Clay Coss, Marketing Manager at Black Bros.,
praised Phalen’s leadership. “Todd is an exceptional commu-
nicator and listener, respected for his mentorship, industry
insight, and selfless commitment to progress.”

Beyond the workplace, Phalen is a staple in civic and
charitable activities. He has been ahuge player in the Mendota
Area Chamber of Commerce, serving as president in 2003
and winning the Horace Hume Outstanding Service Award in
2020. He formally served on the Illinois Valley Community
College Board of Trustees and has been a registered sports
official for football and basketball for nearly 40 years.

The mission of the WIA is to improve management opera-
tions, marketing programs, sales techniques, merchandising,
and distribution functions of those engaged in the domestic
or foreign manufacture of woodworking machinery and
ancillary equipment and/or the sale of such equipment in
North America.

Illinois state parks draw highest number of V1s1tors in more than a decade
4 Starved Rock State Park tops the list with 2.4 million visitors SR -

By BEN SZALINSKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD —Illinois state parks saw
more visitors in 2024 than any point in the
past 15 years, according to new data from the
[llinois Department of Natural Resources.

[llinois’ 290 state parks and 56 historic
sites recorded more than 41 million visitors
last year, which was the most in 15 years,
following several significant capital projects
to upgrade and improve many of the parks.

Interest in state parks has been growing
since the pandemic, IDNR Director Natalie
Phelps Finnie said in an interview.

“During COVID, people were stir crazy,
shut in, and they once again realized how
important nature is to all of us,” Phelps
Finnie said.

Anaggressive advertising campaign by the
state has also helped, she said. The Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity launched the state’s “Middle of
Everything” marketing campaign in 2022,
which promotes tourism at the state’s top
recreation and cultural attractions in TV com-
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mercials, billboards and online advertising.

Starved Rock State Park in LaSalle County
topped the listin 2024 with 2.4 million visitors
coming to explore the canyons and waterfalls
nestled in gorges along the Illinois River in
north-central Illinois.

The second-most visited park last year was
Illinois Beach State Park, near Zion, with 2
million visitors. IDNR completed a major
$73 million project last year to preserve the
park from erosion.

“It’salways been a high number of visitors,
but certainly the uptick we’ve seen since the
beach was restored and since the resort is
being invested in once again and remodeled,”
Phelps Finnie said.

Beach State Park holds I1linois’ only unde-
veloped stretch of Lake Michigan shoreline,
but it’s subject to the ferocious waves of the
lake. The conditions have sometimes eroded
up to 100 feet of shoreline a year in parts of
the park.

See Parks, Page A5
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Frankie’s Tavern is bringing fried chicken back to Mendota

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA — There are
plenty of different food op-
tions in Mendota.

However, there is some-
thing missing.

Johnny Arteaga wants to
fill the fried chicken void in
the city with Frankies Tavern.

“Our main concept is
fried chicken. We’re in the
Midwest and in Mendota,
we’ve been brought up on
fried chicken,” Arteaga said.
“We have places to get tacos
and pizza, but fried chicken s
where it’s at. It’s a family af-
fair to bring everyone out for
chicken. I thinkit’s something
we need in Mendota.

“We’ve had a lot of great
places in Mendota that last-
ed forever like Main Street,
Andy’s Tavern, and Sip-N-
Snack. They all put in a lot
of work and did it with their
families to bring other fami-
lies together. We want to do
the same thing.”

Frankie’s Tavern is a new
name and a new restaurant/
barin Mendota, but the build-
ingis far fromnew and is well
recognized by Mendota res-
idents and outside travelers.

The location, 701 Jeffer-
son St., was The Hub for
decades.

“I offered Becky Kenny
$160,000 for The Hub years
back. She said I owned
enough bars, and she didn’t
want me to own them all. |
understood,” Arteaga said.
“She passed away a week
later (October 27, 2022). It

was crazy. | saw The Hub,
through the estate, was for
sale online and I called my
realtor. My bid, which was
half of my original offer,
was accepted and we closed
within a week.”

Although the name is
changed, Arteaga knows it’s
going to take some time for
the new name and the new
business to be as recognized
asthe building and its history.

“I decided to use my
grandson Frankie’s name for
the name of the restaurantand
I’'m going to name something
inthemenuaftermy grandson
Roman,” said Arteaga about
Roman, who is 7 and Frankie
who is 4, his grandchildren
from his daughter and son-
in-law, Erica and Jeff Currier.
“I had a brother who passed
away when he was 2 years
old. His name was Frankie. |
thought between my brother
and my grandson, the name
ofthe tavernshould be Frank-
ie’s. It’s something different
to Mendota.

“This place will always
be known as The Hub. It’s
always goingtobe associated
with the name. But I want to
change the environment and
the culture. We took out the
pool tables and there won’t
be 50 centor $1 drafts. Those
days are over with.

“We’re going to have craft
beer and some of the nicer
tequilas. This place is going
to be nice.”

The building has been
remodeled, seating is in
place, the menu is created,

and the chicken is ready to
hit the fryer.

However, Frankie’s Tav-
ern hasn’t opened yet due
to delays from the health
department, exitsigns, fire ex-
tinguishers, fire safety in the
kitchen, and a few pieces of
equipment not delivered yet.

ButArteagaisreadytoroll
as soon as they are.

With Frankie’s Tavern,
the owner also owns Uncle
Joe’s Gaming Café, J.C.’s
Headquarters (whichisleased
to abusiness owner), Arteaga
Tree Service & Landscaping,
Arteaga Concrete, numerous
real estate properties, co-
ownsJerry’s Tap in Compton,
and co-owns Sammy’s Road-
house in Arlington.

Before he began owning
property and businesses, Ar-
teagastarted inthe carbusiness
as he spent three decades at
Prescott Brothers of Mendota
before leaving in 2024.

“I told my wife Anna,
once I get up to $20,000 in
passive income per month,
I was going to stop working
at Prescotts and do my own
thing. Imetmy goal,” Arteaga
said. “It’s good money, but it’s
a lot of work. And once you
see an opportunity, you have
to jump on it.

“We try to give back to
the community often. We do-
nated to the new food pantry
building. I’'m going to set up
Queen of Hearts to donate to
local organizations like the
food pantry, the Mendota Po-
lice Department, the Mendota
Fire Department and others.”
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Check out the new decals on Northbrook School. The decorative school spirit is part

of a long list of building updates over the last two years.

(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

LAMOILLE

BUFTALO DAYS

June 13-15, 2025

11:00 Egg Sandwiches

THURSDAY, JUNE 12

5:00-7:00 Paint the Town ($5)
Gurney street (behind bank)
Foam Party Included / Snacks
provided. (Rae 910-7711 / Ashley

Congratulations
2025 Grand Marshalls: 2 Time State
Champion in 8 man Football. Here’s SUNDAY, JUNE 15
your 2023-24 Amboy / La Moille/  9:00-10:30 Churches of La Moille
Ohio Clippers Football Team Service Park Pavilion

878-7909) 9:830 Biscuits and Gravy (food tent)
5:00 Chiller’s Shakeups & Ice SATURDAY, JUNE 14 10:30 Sign Up Bags Tournament -
Cream ($) 8:00 Tractor Show (Munro 303-1960) Beer Tent

11:00 Food / Beer Tent Opens
Bags Tournament begins
Kiddie Waterfights Registration
— Sheldon Street
Chiller’s Shakeups & Ice Cream ($)

10:00 Food / Beer Tent Opens
Parade Registration - HS Parking Lot
10-4 Vendor Fair (Tammy Mcstoots-
Stachowiak 830-8215)
11:00 Parade-Main Street
(Jeremy 343-6848 / Brian 200-2899) 11:30 Kiddie Waterfights begins
12:00 Adult Waterfights Registration- 1-6 Music by BURN N BUSH - Beer Tent
Sheldon Street by Park 2:00 Live Auction — Beer Tent (Lori
Chiller’s Shakeups & Ice Cream ($)  252-2827)
12-4 Silent Auction 5:30 50/50 Drawing
12-8 Blondin’s Bounceables Complete listing of events:
(Wristbands $20) www.lamoillebuffalodays.org
1:00 Adult WaterFights Begins Or call 815-878-5858
Magic Show by John Measner
1-3 Kids Fun fair
1-4 Around the Town Entertainment ‘(.{V”L/j
- Caricature Drawing {_. J
2:00 Magic Show by John Measner §erg~ @
2:30-4:30 Foam Party (included in ¥
wristband)
3:00 Magic Show by John Measner
3-7 Music By WISE GUYS - Beer Tent
8-12 Music by WILDCARD - Beer Tent

FRIDAY, JUNE 13

4:00 Food - Taco Special / Beer
Tent Opens
Chiller’s Shakeups & Ice Cream ($)

4-8 Blondin’s Bounceables
(Wristbands $10)

5:30 Baby Buff Winners Announced-
Allen School

6:00 Prairie Princess- Allen School
(Mara 579-1833)
5K Stampede-High School
(Stacy 878-6962)

8:30-12 Music By THE BRAT PACK
- Beer Tent

11:00 Egg Sandwiches
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Parade Registration is in the High
School parking lot. Parade Route will go
North this year on Main Street, starting
at Burnett Street, ending at the Park.

Come get your
buffalo burger!

/jfl/M//rr!

‘$ Top Dollar Paid $°

for your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes,
Vintage Cars, Foreign & Domestic,
Restored & Unrestored, Hot Rods,
Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

call Jim at
630-201-8122

03192025
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Johnny Arteaga bought the property on 701 Jefferson Street in Mendota, formerly
The Hub, to create Frankie’s Tavern. The No. 1 priority is to bring back quality fried
chicken to Mendota in similar fashion as previous restaurants did for decades. Artea-
ga is ready to have Frankie’s associated with high quality food, drinks, atmosphere.
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Mendota Rotary scholar
Anthony Kelson, left, and Ella Martin were recently awarded with $1,000 scholarships

from the Mendota Rotary Club. (Photo contributed)

MENDOTA ARER =
SENIOR SERVICES

[HiE

Lincoln second graders donate to M.A.S.S.
Members of Mrs. Petra Estrada’s second grade class at Lincoln Elementary School
give Mendota Area Senior Services’ Executive Director Rayanne Sester a donation of
$340. The funds came from quesadillas sales. (Photo contributed)
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Mendota Railroad Museum paints train
Gilbert Painting staff painted the train in front of the Mendota Railroad Museum on Friday,
May 9. They painted the black train last year. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

It was Staff Appreciation Week May 5-9. We are very
blessed to have such a wonderful staff to work with at
Blackstone. They were recognized throughout the week
in a variety of ways to show our appreciation for all they
do. It amazes me the effort they put forth on a daily basis
to meet the needs of all of our students. Thank you to all of
our parents for all they did to make our teachers and staff
feel extra special during this week. Many students brought
in notes, cards, pictures or gifts for their teachers as well to
show theirappreciation. Our staff greatly appreciated all that
was done for them throughout the week. Our community
is lucky to have such fantastic teachers and support staff!

Qaaa
We started our week off on Cinco de Mayo by having a

dance performance from the Ballet Folklorico de Colores
group. They looked fantastic and we really enjoyed their
dancing. Itwas so fun to see current, past and future students
dancing for our school. Thank you for visiting Blackstone!
aaa
The students nominated for the principal award this past
week included Javy Rodriguez, Camden Weber, Adriel
Preciado, Mia Topolewski, Ophelia Bronski, Odin Clark,
Diana Suarez and Hadley Scheppers. The winners were
AmeliaAlbright, Damian Evans-See, RI Havenarand Colton
Longmire. Congratulations to all of you!
aaaq
We just wrapped up our final kind deed of the year.
We collected 170 boxes of cereal for the Mendota Food

Pantry. We appreciate the kindness of our students, their
families and our staff to support those in need. Thank you
to everyone who donated!
Qaa

Looking ahead, we will have a kindergarten registration
night on Monday, May 19 from 6-7 p.m. at Blackstone.
This event is for all incoming kindergarten students and
their parents for the 2025-2026 school year. Parents should
have completed the online Teacherease portion of registra-
tion before this night. We will also collect the two paper
registration forms that were included in the registration
folder and collect birth certificates and proof of residency
forms. In addition, students and parents will get to meet
our kindergarten staff on that night and see our school!

TRIUMPH — Barbershop and Blue-
grass, an evening of pure Americana
entertainment, is coming to the Triumph
Community Center (Ophir Community
Building) on Saturday, May 24.

Bring a dish to pass and enjoy the
food and community only an evening
like this can provide. Dinner begins at
5:30 p.m. and entertainment begins at
6 p.m. There will be a $10 admission
at the door for everyone 9 years old
and older.

The evening will consist of two per-
formances. Barbershop Quartet extraor-

Barbershop and Bluegr

dinaire, 2nd Opinion, will kick off the
evening with their fun and entertaining
quartet style. 2nd Opinion is based out
of Rockford and has been entertaining
audiences in the Illinois/Wisconsin area
for 19 years. They are one of the top
10 rated groups in the Illinois district.
They are sure to entertain an audience
of any age with harmony and humor in
the old traditions of Barbershop’s style.

The headlining, bluegrass band,
Maggie’s Ridge, will follow and close
out the evening. Maggie’s Ridge is a
group of five of the most gifted musi-

Did you notice this ad?

Then imagine the number of readers and
consumers in the MENDOTA AREA

that noticed it too!

Adpvertise your products and services and get

noticed by THOUSANDS of readers.

oo e 000000

Call 815-539-9396

e o0 0 00

cians in Northern Illinois. Although
you may not recognize the name (yet),
the members in Maggie’s Ridge bring
over 100 years of bluegrass experience
to the stage. Their high energy, pure
harmonies, and impeccable instrumen-
tation, guarantees to bring you to your
feet in excitement.

Don’t miss out on this Saturday eve-
ning of fun and entertainment. You will
not find a better, more cost-effective eve-
ning forthe quality in yourownback yard.

This event sponsored by Northern
[llinois Bluegrass Association.

Earlville Cruise Night set for May 24

EARLVILLE—The 22nd
annual Earlville Cruise Night
will be held Saturday, May 24
startingat5:30 p.m. indown-
town Earlville. The event is
open to all special interest
cars, trucks and motorcycles.

Registration is $5. Dash
plaques and goody bags will
go to the first 200 vehicles.
Twenty-five vehicles will be
randomly selected for a free
professional photograph.
There will also be free NSRA

safety inspections.

Some of the features of
the cruise night will be a DJ,
food, 50/50raffle, participant
door prizes and a playground
for children. Event T-shirts
and hats will be available.

The Earlville Cruise Night
isanon-profiteventto benefit
the Earlville Business Asso-
ciation and its scholarships.

For more information,
contact Kevin Zollars at
815-246-9545.

Senator Arellano releases May
Mobile Constituent Services Days

DIXON - State Senator
Li Arellano, Jr (R-Dixon)
and his staff will continue
their Mobile Constituent
Services program across the
37th Senate District with 10
stops scheduled for May.

“Constituent services are
the foundation of what we
do. Our mobile office hours
are about making government
more accessible and respon-
sive to the people we serve,”
said Senator Arellano, Jr. “I
encourage anyone who needs
assistance with a state issue
to stop by and meet with my
team.”

The Mobile Constituent
Services schedule for Tues-
day, May 20 includes:

e Earlville Public Li-

brary, 205 W. Winthrop St.,
Earlville, 10 a.m.-noon

* Paw Paw Public Library,
362 Chicago Road, Paw Paw,
1-3 p.m.

While Senator Arellano, Jr
willbein Springfield fortheleg-
islativesessionthroughout May,
hisstaffwillbe available ateach
Mobile Constituent Service
event to assist residents with
state-relatedissues. The Senator
plans to resume attending these
events in June following the
conclusion of session.

If you are unable to at-
tend a Mobile Constituent
Service event, you can con-
tact Senator Arellano, Jr’s
office at 779-251-5003 or
visit www.SenatorLi.com
for assistance.

140 WEEK
CD SPECIAL

3.64%.

OPEN AT ANY LOCATION TODAY!

La Salle
(815) 223-0700

Mendota
(815) 539-5656

reseeseeeeeRe. -

eurekasavings.com
Member
BANK
Oglesby Peru Wenona

(815) 883-3354

(815) 223-9400

(815) 853-4333

The 140 week CD will be opened as a 980 Day CD. 140 Weeks is the same term as 980 Days.
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is based on daily compounding. Minimum te open $1,000. Interest penalty may be imposed
for early withdrawal and fees may reduce earnings. APY stated is accurate as of 04/08/2025.
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Richard A. King 2=

MENDOTA — Richard A. King,
84, of Mendota, passed away on May
3, 2025, due to heart failure.

Visitation will be from 3-7 p.m.
on Saturday, May 31,2025, at Horn-
er-Merritt Funeral Home in Mendota.
Rick’s family looks forward to see-
ing you at the visitation, in order to
celebrate his wonderful life.

Richard is survived by his son,
David D. King of Concord, N.C. and
wife Julia Osborn King, and their
children Julia Alexandra King and Richard Andrew King, as
well as his daughter, LeecAnn King Bailey of DeLand, Fla.,
and her husband Wallace Bailey. He is also survived by his
sisters-in-law, Carol Neuhalfen and Barbara Rich, as well as
numerous other relatives.

Richard was the son of the late L. Rae and Catherine L.
King of Mendota. He attended and graduated from Mendota
schools, was an Eagle Scout, and pitched ano hitter asa young
man. He enlisted in the Navy and became a Seabee after high
school, and married Marilyn Lee Rich of Triumph upon his
return from basic training. Together, they lived in over 24
places — Illinois, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, California,
Georgia, Florida and North Carolina. She was the love of his
life and preceded him in death. They were married for over
60 years. Rick and Marilyn traveled to Germany, Hawaii,
Mexico, and 48 states in their time together.

Richard worked for Black Bros. most ofhis life, started the
service center in High Point, N.C., and rose to be President of
the entire company. He remained in the machinery business
after BBCO, with King Implement and Costa.

He enjoyed golf, NASCAR, fishing, the Cubs, the Bears
and anything to do with animals. He was a very hard-work-
ing man, strong and goal oriented. He could build or fix
anything imaginable. He enjoyed buying and restoring
vintage cars, especially Corvettes. With Marilyn, they were
wonderful and loving parents, and they taught their children
and grandchildren well.

The family would like to thank his group of Illinois friends
for their help and support to Richard: Shirley Jackson, Dave
and Rita Jones, Doug Biederstedt, Mary Ann Brunner and
Diane Robertson.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be
made to k9sforveterans.org, who supply service dogs at no
charge to veterans with PTSD. This would please Rick as he
was a veteran and loved animals.

DEATH NOTICES
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES
(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death,
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.

Garage Sale time
is here! For best
results, advertise

your sale in The
Reporter. Call
815-539-9396
for all the details.
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IMPERFECTION
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George Zimmerman 2=

EARLVILLE — George “Ted”
Zimmerman, 96, of Earlville, passed
away Friday, May 9, 2025, at Seren-
ity Hospice in Oregon, Ill., after a
briefillness of metastatic pancreatic
cancer. He was surrounded by his
beloved wife, Jane, and other family
members.

Visitation will be from 10-11:30
a.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2025,
at St. Theresa Catholic Church in
Earlville, with a Funeral Mass to fol-
low at 11:30 atthe church, with Father Jeff Windy officiating.
Burial will follow at St. Theresa Catholic Cemetery Earlville.

Ted was bornon Jan. 27,1929, in Mendota. He was raised
mainly in Earlville and attended Earlville Schools.

Ted is survived by his wife, Jane; six children, Anne
(Kurt) Hollenbeck, Clare (Tom) Poupard, Paul (Rhonda)
Zimmerman, Matt (Valerie) Zimmerman, Ellen Zimmerman,
and Rachel Zimmerman; seven grandchildren, Christina
Zimmerman, Jonathan (Ali) Zimmerman, Kate (Anthony)
Moser, Elizabeth (Jake) O’Quin, Constance Poupard, Joseph
Poupard, and Max Katz; six great-grandchildren; and a spe-
cial stepson, Tyler Spenader, with whom he was very close.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Paul and Ruth
(Lutz) Zimmerman; his first wife, Joan; his sister, Patricia
and brother-in-law Joe Appleton; his brother Jerry; and a
niece, Teresa.

After high school graduation he attended Illinois State
University until joining the Army during the Korean Conflict.
He was stationed in Erlangen, Germany during these years.
When he was honorably discharged from the Army, he and
a buddy decided to look for a Catholic college that they
would like to attend. They came upon Quincy College, now
Quincy University, and both enrolled there. Ted was a math
major. He excelled in his studies and graduated with honors.

While at Quincy College he met Joan Renner, who after
graduation became his wife. They settled in Chicago initially
where he was a math teacher. They started their family and
over the next 10 years welcomed six children. During these
years, Ted earned his Master’s Degree in Education at Loyola
University in Chicago. They eventually settled in Glen Ellyn.
He eventually became a junior high principal at Lombard
Junior High and remained there until his retirement.

After his retirement, he and Joan moved back to Earlville.
Ted enjoyed playing golf several times a week with old and
new friends. He and his high school friend, Fritz Nelson, were
partners for many years at the Earlville Golf Course. Ted and
Joan traveled extensively until she became ill and passed
away in 2002. Ted greatly enjoyed watching the Chicago
Cubs and was so thrilled when they won the World Series in
2016. He also enjoyed watching Notre Dame, Northwestern,
and University of Illinois sports. In fact, there weren’t many
sports on TV that he wouldn’t watch and enjoy.

He was involved with the Earlville Legion, the Earlville
Lions Club, and with St. Theresa’s Catholic Church.

In 2005, Ted met Jane Spenader, and in 2008 they were
married. They also enjoyed traveling and had many interests
in common. Ted was a quiet man, generous, kind, and loving.
He was a devout Christian Catholic for his entire life.

We so appreciate the tremendous assistance of his grandson,
Jonathan, and Jane’s nephew, Jake, in helping us care for Ted
before he was moved to the Hospice facility.

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Memorials may be directed to Earlville Excellence in
Education Foundation, or Masses.

Arrangements were entrusted to Hanley-Turner-Eighner
Funeral Home in Earlville. For more information or to sign
the online guest book go to www.eighnerfuneralhomes.com

Francis Miller

MENDOTA - Francis (Joe) Mill-
er, 82, of Mendota, passed away on
Sunday, May 11, 2025, at Allure in
Mendota.

Memorial visitation will be
9:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 17,
2025, at the Princeton Bible Church,
followed by a Memorial Service at
the church at 11:30 a.m. officiated
by Jim McDowell, pastor of Christ’s
Church in Mendota. Private burial
will take place at Restland Cemetery
in Mendota.

Joe was born May 6, 1943, in Amboy, to Lawrence and
Charlotte (Bradley) Miller. He graduated from LaMoille High
School in 1961, and married Judith Sylvius on Feb. 1, 1964.

Survivors include Judy, his wife of 61 years; son, Mi-
chael (Lori) Miller of Newburg, Mo., and daughter, Kristina
(Richard) Menzel of Princeton; six grandchildren, Tawnya
Marciniak (Jimmy Ahlstrom), Tatum (Nick) Glidewell,
Trista (Randy) Riveland, Madison (Vincent) Vergamini,
Colton Miller, and Walker Menzel; nine great-grandchildren,
Olivia Pierce, Toby Marciniak, Ryder Riveland, Samantha
Marciniak, Addysen Riveland, Maddox Glidewell, Kinzlee
Riveland, Estella Glidewell, and Grayson Vergamini; one
brother, John (Rosemary) Miller; one sister, Lois (Terry)
Cox); plus nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents and three sisters,
Shirley Miller, Mary Lou Miller, and Bonnie Noel.

Joe was a hard worker from an early age. He spent most of
his career with the City of Mendota, retiring as Public Works
Director in 1998, and then took a sales position with Utility
Equipment Co. For many years, he also sold and serviced
Electrolux vacuums, and in his retirement he ran deliveries
for Pohl’s Office Supply, Mendota. Joe enjoyed family, fixing
things, making people laugh, helping and encouraging others,
plus ball games, coaching, and other activities involving his
grandkids. He attended Christ’s Church in Mendota.

Memorials may be directed to Kids Klubs or Mendota
Area Christian Food Pantry. Visit www.horner-merritt.com
for online guestbook and video tribute.

Compton/West Brooklyn
American Legion to hold
3 Memorial Day services

COMPTON/WEST
BROOKLYN - The
Compton-West Brooklyn
American Legion Post
#657 will hold three Me-
morial Day services on
Monday, May 26. The
service schedule is as
follows:

* 10 a.m. — Melugin’s
Grove Cemetery, Comp-

ton. Flag-burning cer-
emony. Attendees are
encouraged to bring their
worn/torn flags for proper

disposal.
11 a.m. — West Brook-
lyn Cemetery.

11:45 a.m. — Four Mile
Grove Cemetery north
of Meriden. Rifle squad
salute.

See the latest obituaries
on our website.
mendotareporter.com
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FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

If you know where
this scene is located in
Mendota, write the answer
briefly and concisely on a
slip of paper and drop it off
or mail it to The Mendota
Reporter Office. All entries
must be received no later
than noon on Monday.
One correct answer will be
drawn each week. Prizes
must be picked up at the
Mendota Reporter Office.

THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$10°° MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber
of Commerce member.

Brought to you each week by:
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Starved Rock Country Community Foundation represen-
tatives met recently with Illinois Critical Access Hospital
Network officials in Princeton. Left to right, are SRCCF
President Fran Brolley, SRCCF board member Michael
Stutzke, ICAHN Executive Director Tracy Warner and
ICAHN Director of Clinical Programs Michelle Hansen.
(Photo contributed)

SRCCF awards grant for
suicide intervention training

OTTAWA — The Starved
Rock Country Community
Foundationrecently awarded
a$1,500 community grantto
the Illinois Critical Access
Hospital Network (ICAHN)
for suicide intervention
training.

The grant allowed Mi-
chelle Hansen, ICAHN Di-
rector of Clinical Programs,
to attend a 5-day Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills
Training (ASIST) for in-
structors in March.

Hansen will train commu-
nity members and hospital
stafftorecognize individuals

at risk of suicide and teach
them intervention and safety
planning.

ICAHN is a nonprofit
representing 60 rural and crit-
ical access hospitals (CAHs)
across the state. [t was found-
ed in 2003 to facilitate the
sharing of resources, support
services, grants, education,
training and networking
among CAH’s.

For information about
SRCCF Community Grants,
visit srccf.org/grant-infor-
mation, call (815)252-2906,
orstop inthe officeat 116 W.
Lafayette St., Ottawa.

Sublette forced
to wait to begin
two big projects

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE — There are two big projects the Village
of Sublette has been working on over the last six months
to a year. They’re almost ready to begin, but the grants
to do so have either not come in or haven’t been spent.

At the April village board meeting, both the Water
Service Line Inventory IEPA Grant, worth $30,000 and the
West Main Street Sidewalk Project—including a $25,000
grant meant for infrastructure improvements, motor fuel
funds, and other funds up to $100,000 — were discussed.

Sublette President John Stenzel said the IEPA grant
has already been approved, but the money hasn’t been
spent yet as they are waiting for the investigation to
start. The investigation will provide information of how
bad the service lines are and if any need to be replaced.

Once the village knows how much it needs to spend,
it will begin the service lines project.

The Sidewalk Project has the funds set aside bids
for contractors were to be opened May 5.

One project that could start at any time in Sublette
isn’t through the village itself. Lee County has awarded
the bid to Martin & Company to repave and resurface
roads from U.S. 52 to Inlet and North Street to U.S 52.
The completion date is set for October.

The annual Memorial Day service will be at 11 a.m.
Monday, May 26 atthe Ellice Dinges Center. The service
is directly after Amboy’s service as both are done by
the Amboy American Legion.

The board also approved the purchase of new
Christmas decorations. At the March meeting, it was
addressed that the holiday decorations were 15 years
old and needed to be updated.

Also atthe March meeting, Ellice Dinges Center jani-
tor Freddy Arteaga was awarded a 50-cent-an-hourraise.

SRCCF grant funds keynote speaker at Teen Showcase

OGLESBY —The Starved
Rock Country Community
Foundationrecently played a
role in the 38th Annual Teen
Showcase at Illinois Valley
Community College.

“Starved Rock Country
Community Foundation
generously supported Teen
Showcase,” said Ellen Vogel,
Community Health Engage-
ment Program Manager for
OSF HealthCare Center for
Health in Streator.

“The $1,500 SRCCF
community grant helped
fund our keynote speaker
and he was the highlight of
the day,” said Vogel.

Keynote Fabian Ramirez
is a renowned motivational
comedian who was bullied in
middle school. He talks about
the psychological impact bul-
lying can have and has helped
thousands of schools across
theU.S. and Canadapreventit.

Teen Showcase, thearea’s
largest teen conference,

and receive $10 OFF the regular

was spearheaded by North
Central Behavioral Health
Systems with support from
the LaSalle County Health
Department, OSF Health-
Care, and The Society of
Growth. Businesses from
multiple counties lent their
support with contributions
of gift cards and other items
for giveaways.

The Showcase empha-
sizes positive life choices,
a drug-free lifestyle, coping
skills and wellness. Atten-
dance for the mid-March
event attracted a full-house
of 600 students in grades
6-12 from Bradford, Grand
Ridge, LaSalle-Peru, Henry,
Ladd, Malden, Marseilles,
McNabb, Ohio, Ottawa,
Streator, and Utica.

For information about
SRCCF Community Grants,
visit srccf.org/grant-infor-
mation, call (815)252-2906,
orstop inthe officeat 116 W.
Lafayette St., Ottawa.

CENTRAL |
Behavioral '

Health
Systems
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Teen Showcase organizers met recently with a repre-
sentative from the Starved Rock Country Community
Foundation. Left to right, are Jodi Mahoney, North
Central Behavioral Health Systems President, Jenny
Barrie and Leslie Dougherty of the LaSalle County Health
Department, Ellen Vogel of OSF, Noelle Sliker, NCBHS
Vice President, Tracie Mazzorana, NCBHS Community
Relations Coordinator/Prevention Specialist and Teen
Showcase Coordinator, and Fran Brolley, SRCCF Pres-
ident. (Photo contributed)
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To preserve the park’s
shoreline, IDNR’s project
included building 22 break-
water structures in the lake
to decrease the power of
the waves hitting the shore.
Several of the structures are
entirely submerged while
others that poke out the sur-
face of the lake are designed
to provide nesting for migra-
tory birds.

The project also included
extending the public beach
further into Lake Michigan.
Erosion had diminished the
beach to come within feet of
the parking lot and hotel at
the park.

The state also announced
earlier this year it will put
$60 million toward deferred
maintenance projects. More
than half of that will go
to Starved Rock for trail
improvements, facility ren-
ovations and building a new
wastewater system.

The department is also
working on adding electric
vehicle chargers at state
parks and renovating the Old
State Capitol in Springfield.

This summer, IDNR plans
to restore and upgrade the
Crenshaw House in Gall-
atin County to include a
visitor center at a location
on the reverse underground
railroad, where slaves were
held. According to IDNR,
John Crenshaw used slaves

at his southern Illinois home
where he manufactured salt.
Crenshaw is also believed
to have kidnapped freed or
escaped slaves to sell them
back to slavery in the South.

“We’re excited that the
investment is being made
and these parks are getting
the attention they deserve,”
Phelps Finnie said.

Lincoln’s New Salem His-
toric Site in Peterburg, where
the 16th president lived in
his 20s, was the state’s most
visited historic site last year
with 360,000 visitors. The site
is in line for funding to repair
aging buildings.

IDNR announced in
March it will invest $8 mil-
lion to repair up to 23 replica
log buildings at the site that
depicthow the village looked
when Lincoln lived there in
the 1830s.

“You have things fall
into disrepair and then it
dominoes,” Phelps Finnie
said. “It builds. So what was
once maybe $100 million
or so is now a little over $1
billion worth of deferred
maintenance” across IDNR’s
properties.

(Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service that distributes
state government coverage
to hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe

today. Call 815-539-9396.
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Every day should be
treated as Mother’s Day

There are tons of holidays.

Whether they are national-wide, state-wide, com-
munity-wide, retail-made, made-up-out-of-nowhere
made, or want-to-be made, there seems to be a day
for any and everything.

I try to celebrate,
acknowledge, or pay
attention to as many
of them as possible,
but there are too
many and some |
don’t relate with.

However, there is
always going to be
a front runner and
it’s not Christmas, Halloween, my birthday, Veterans
Day, Thanksgiving, Election Day, Casimir Pulaski
Day, Mendota Sweet Corn Festival (it’s a four-day
holiday, not an event), National Pizza Day, Nation-
al Brandon Day, National I Want to Take Over the
World Day, National Taco Day, National Video Game
Day, National Dueling Dinosaurs Day, National Tom
Foolery’s Day, National Vitamin C Day...you get the
point, there is a day for absolutely everything.

It’s Mother’s Day.

Although, I am not a mother, I have many women
who have been a mother to me and have offered love,
support, wisdom, and a swift kick in the booty when
I needed it.

I counted my texts, Facebook messages, X mes-
sages, and emails, and I sent out 35 Happy Mother’s
Day greetings. Of course my mother, my adopted-like
mother, my three sisters, my grandmother (she got
a phone call), a couple of cousins, and a few close
friends were on the top of the list, but I always
include others who I see on the social lists, that day,
that year.

And every year when I’m sending Happy Moth-
er’s Day, I always think, why do we only honor and
make sure we say thank you to these role models and
life-molding ladies once a year?

Over the years, I’ve personally made more of an
effort to make sure how important the mothers in life
truly are whether it’s paying for dinner more often
than I would have in the past, an extra phone call or
text, or a random, ‘Hey, I love you.’

Let’s face it, without them, we wouldn’t be who
we are.

Some whooped us into respect.

I say some, which means the older generation,
before it became “wrong” or illegal to punish or dis-
cipline a child into knowing the difference between
right or wrong. I will always be a firm believer in
actions speak to children, words do not, in this dis-
cussion.

I’m not a father, but I’'m glad I got the lessons
I did growing up because without them I wouldn’t
have the strength, knowledge, admiration, tenacity, or
courage to push through things I’ve needed to.

The love.

Nothing feels better than getting a big hug from
your mother, even if she is only 4-foot-7 or 5-foot-2
and you’re 5-10 and three quarters.

They’re the first one you want to talk to if you ac-
complished a goal, met the “one,” are going through
a breakup or divorce, or just want to hear a soothing,
caring voice.

The support.

It must be in the mom guid book that they’re the
true Dr. Phil for every one of their children.

Again, the break ups, the heartbreaks, the tough

Never
the
Last
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Sprucing up railroad property - 1901

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from May 9, 2001.)

By Jessica Nashold

Ahundredyears ago, both the CB&Q
and the Illinois Central announced im-
provements. The CB&Q was prepared
to spend between $40,000-$50,000 to
put in enough extra tracks in the yards
to accommodate 80 cars. Also, the coal
chutes would be moved to the east end
of town and the high crossing over the
tracks on the east side “would be no
more.” In the future, “teams and people
will pass under the railroads.”

Abrick walk wasto belaid around the
depot and continue south, just beyond
the American Express office.

The Central will stand half of
the expense.

In addition, the Illinois Central was
laying out four flower beds in the parks
between the tracks. The bed between
the depot and the express office was to
be planted with caladiums. The beds
south ofthe express office would contain
geraniums, canna and assorted foliage.
A local florist, Henry Schweitzer, was
in charge of these plantings.

skokk

An ordinance was passed to protect
all shade trees on public grounds. The
committee on streets and alleys would
be responsible for any planting, trim-
ming or removal of trees in these areas.
The hitching of an animal to a tree on
public space was prohibited. A fine of
not less than $3 or more than $25 would
be assessed for each offense.

If necessary to cut any limbs -

Cuts will be covered with coat-
ings of white paint.
sk

Mr. George Failing was prepared to
show a working model of the Miller
Signal System. This was an electrical
device, to be placed in the cab of an
engine, which would display a red light
if a broken rail or “anything that might
cause a wreck,” was still a mile away.
When the track was clear, the light
would be white. The new system was

Backtracks

&

Sidetracks

intended to do away with the need for
semaphores.
It is one of the miracles of the
20th century.

Failing was preparing the demon-
stration in a store on Main Street, north
of Washington. He invited everyone to
come in and see it.

etk

Casper Fischer was making improve-
ments to his building on the northwest
corner of Main and Washington. Mun-
son’s jewelry store was moving to the
Marks building on the south side of
Washington. The front entrance to the
rooms vacated by Munson was being
bricked up, and would become part
of the Mendota National Bank on the
corner.

Fischer also owned the former P.J.
Hart cigar store building, where he
planned to install a new front and a
steel ceiling.

When completed it will be the
finest store building in the city.
sokok

A committee was at work attempting
to improve the fairgrounds. The sum of
$6,200 had been subscribed. An addi-
tional $7,000 would be needed to put
the grounds in “first class shape.” Fair
dates of July 30-31 and Aug. 1-2, 1901,
had been claimed and if the grounds
were ready by that time there would be
racing each day.

skeskosk

Mayor Edgar Selwyn Browne, who
had seen many improvements since
taking office in 1897, was pleased to
report that work on city hall park was
progressing. The portion of Indiana
Avenue in front of the library was being
closed and an extension of Indiana Ave-
nue would now pass the Warner House.

Sidewalks around and through the
park were to constructed of imported
German cement. The ship bringing the
cement was docked in New York. There
were plans for an ornamental fountain,
as well.

Browne hoped to see downtown
streets paved before long.

He favored asphalt.
sk ok

The cemetery board could not agree
on a location for a receiving vault for
caskets coming from out of town for
burial at Restland and a chapel for ser-
vices. Board members Cook, Hastings
and Fischer wanted the chapel placed
between the old and new sections of the
cemetery. Board members Newportand
Miller preferred the site of the custodi-
an’s house, near the front gate. Since
they were trustees of a $2,000 balance
in the account of a former church trea-
sury, and this fund was committed to the
project, Newport and Miller prevailed.

The custodian’s house was
moved.
skskosk

The agricultural experiment station
at the University of Illinois received
a $10,000 appropriation to check the
fertility of Illinois soil. Alarmists
pointed out that farmers dealing with
exhausted solid in eastern states were
now spending $40,000,000 annually
for commercial fertilizer. The experi-
ment station hoped to come up with a
better plan.

skeskosk
The Sun admonished its readers to
be careful when disposing of old paper.
It blows around and frightens
many horses.
skskk

One Friday morning in May, 1901,
a train with 12 refrigerator cars left
Newton, Kan., bound for California.
Each car contained nothing but eggs,
gathered in the vicinity by a single firm.
The 12 cars contained 144,000 dozen
eggs, nearly two million.

This is the first train to carry
nothing but eggs.

We need cheap stuff, and lots of it

losses on the golf course, not feeling well, car
accident, broke a toe kicking a wall in anger, being
elected to a position you’ve worked hard for, or just
telling you you’re either going about a situation the
right way or the wrong way.

Moms are always there.

And we should always be there for them. To tell
them thank you and I love you every day of the year
for our entire lives.

Not just Mother’s Day.

Mendota City Officials

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........ 815-538-3924
CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ...... 815-539-7459
TREASURER
Rob Letterly, 1714 Peri Drive, ......c.ccccoeenee. 815-910-7652
FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ..................... 815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave,, ............. 630-841-1315
THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First AVe., ...cccccveveevverieieennnne 815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First AVe., ..cccoeeveneeeieieennne 757-412-9374
FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., .......ccuc....... 815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .........cccoo...... 815-866-5558

By Rich Lowry

President Trump downplayed potentially empty store
shelves at his recent cabinet meeting.

He said of goods from China that might go missing, “Much
of it we don’t need.”

Then he elaborated the point: “Well, maybe the children
will have two dolls instead of 30 dolls, you know? And
maybe the two dolls will cost a couple of bucks more than
they would normally.”

At that moment, Trump surely made history. He must be
the first president in history to say thathis policies will deprive
American children of toys. The American Girl Disney Princess
Cinderella Doll may be collateral damage in a trade war that
is supposed to reduce our strategic dependence on China.

What Trump was ultimately dismissing is abundance,
which is one of the marvels of our system. Fewer choices
at a greater cost -- whether of dolls or other goods -- simply
means a lower standard of living.

The Human Progress project at the Cato Institute calculated
the “time price” of various goods, or how long someone had
to work to buy them, from 2000 to 2024. The time price of
toys dropped by more than 88% over the period. In other
words, the work that it took to afford to buy one toy a quarter
century ago would buy almost nine toys today.

This is important, not because we want children to have
nine times as many toys as they did in 2000, but the reduced
time devoted to buying a toy can be used to buy something
else (clothes, sports equipment, art supplies), or work less.

This same dynamic holds across the board. Mark Perry
of the American Enterprise Institute looked at the time price
of 11 basic household goods from the 1950s to 2013. “The
typical factory worker in 1959,” he writes, “would have had
to work from Jan. 1 until the middle of June to earn enough
(pre-tax) income to purchase those 11 appliances, a worker
in 1973 would have had to work from the first of the year

until the second week of April, and today’s factory worker
would only have to work until the end of January to earn
income for those 11 appliances.”

This is the process of a society getting richer. Trump spoke
of what we really “need.” At the end of the day, we don’t
need anything except food and shelter. That doesn’t mean we
should be content to settle for less rather than more.

The United States, for instance, has ahigher standard of living
than Greece. According to CIA figures, the U.S. had a $74,000
per capita GDP in 2023, and Greece had a $36,900 per capita
GDP. That doesn’t mean that people are dying in the streets in
Greece --they just have less and lower-quality stuff. Until now,
everyone would have agreed that that is a bad thing, and we
should avoid taking any steps back down the ladder of prosperity.

The vast array of choices we have as consumers is one of
the adornments of modern life. No one walks into a grocery
store and looks at the bins in the produce section, sees Red
Delicious, Granny Smith, Gala, Honeycrisp, Fuji and Golden
Delicious apples, and thinks, “Oh no, there are too many
varieties to choose from.”

Or, consider dolls. Among the major brands, there are
Barbie, American Girl, LOL Surprise!, Bratz, Cabbage Patch
Kids and Rainbow High, all with a dizzying variety of dolls
at all sorts of prices.

We don’t need a central authority telling us which dolls
are more necessary than others -- the market does that.

All ofthisis off-brand for a President Trump associated with
business success and consumeristexcess. It’s more natural for
him to be boosterish -- We are going to have fabulous dolls
at better prices! -- than to talk people into accepting scarcity.

The sooner he can get out of the position of explaining
away what might be imminent shortages and higher prices,
the better.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Card shower set for D. Waller’s 90th birthday

MENDOTA — Dean B.
Waller of rural Mendota
will be celebrating his 90th
birthday on Sunday, May 25.

To celebrate this event,
his family is requesting that
his friends and acquaintances
send him a birthday card.
Please include a memory in
the card. Please, no gifts. A
private dinner will be held

with his family.

Waller is the son of the
late Benjamin and Martha
Waller. He married Edna
Waller (deceased) in 1959 at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Mendota. They moved
to the family farm in 1960,
where he has resided since.
They were the parents of
two daughters, Sally Kiner

(Vaughn) of Mendota and
Nancy Waller (deceased).
His pride and joy are his
two grandchildren, Heather
Kapinski (Clint) of LaSalle,
and Ben of Mendota.

He farmed east of Men-
dota until his retirement
with odd jobs around the
area. You might have en-
countered him when he

worked for Avery Trucking,
Del Monte, Kaiser Imple-
ment, King Implement,
Wujek Trucking, Ken Mc-
Laughlin Trucking or Napa
Automotive. In his retire-
ment years, you could find
him camping, helping at the
Mendota Food Pantry or
doing whatever projects the
grandkids found for him.

NORTHER | Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!
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Chrysler 300 commemorative license plates available

SPRINGFIELD — Celebrating the
Secretary of State’s 75th annual Ve-
hicle Show this fall, Illinois Secretary
Alexi Giannoulias is highlighting
the 70th anniversary of the iconic
Chrysler 300.

Giannoulias also announced that
the Vehicle Show will take place on
Saturday, Sept. 6, from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p-m. in downtown Springfield.

A limited number of commem-
orative license plates featuring the
Chrysler 300 and promoting the
Vehicle Show are now available for
$35 per pair until June 10.

Illinois vehicle owners who pur-
chase the plates may display them on
their vehicles for up to 60 days before
the show from July 8 to Sept. 6,2025.

“The Secretary of State’s Vehi-
cle Show is a treasured tradition
that brings families and enthusiasts
together from across the Midwest,”
Giannoulias said. “This year’s show
celebrates 75 years of classic cars and
family fun. We look forward to hosting
the event in downtown Springfield

so people can take in the sites of our
capital and provide aboost to the local
economy.”

“TheIllinois Secretary of State Ve-
hicle Show is more than just a display
of classic cars—it’s a celebration of
innovation, history, and community,”
said Springfield Mayor Misty Buscher.
“Now in its 75th year, this milestone
event highlights the creativity and
craftsmanship that define classic cars,
while giving us a chance to welcome
visitors and showcase the very best
of Springfield—our local shops,
restaurants, and our beautiful historic
downtown.”

The show’s advisory committee
will honor one vehicle with the Illinois
State Champion Award, given to the
best vehicle in show. First-, second-
and third-place winners will also
receive awards across 60 categories.

Credited with ushering in the
American muscle car era, Chrysler
introduced the C-300 in 1955. These
early models were known for their
Hemi V8 engines, strong performance

and luxurious interiors. The 300 later
underwent numerous redesigns, po-
sitioning the car as a family-friendly,
full-size sedan that would appeal
to a broader market. The 300 was
discontinued in 1971 but returned
when Chrysler debuted the new 300
concept car in 2003. It was finally
discontinued in 2023.

Firstheldin 1949 asan Antique Auto
Meet, the Secretary of State’s Vehicle
Show features some of [llinois’ finest
antique and classic vehicles, sports
cars, motorcycles, trucks and tractors.
The Vehicle Show draws 1,000 visitors
to downtown Springfield annually
with more than 600 Illinois drivers
purchasing specialty plates.

For more information or for a
brochure, including a Vehicle Show
Registration Form, please call 312-
793-8876 or email vehicleshow@
ilsos.gov.

The plate order form and full show
schedule is available at http://www.
ilsos.gov/services/vehicle show/
home.html.
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

w400 %
e 4,05 %"
e 4,10 %"

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Neal M. O’'Brien Luke O’Brien, CFP °
609 Main St., Suite A 609 Main St., Suite A
Mendota, IL 61342 Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3471 815-539-3471

Clint M. O’Brien, CFP °
609 Main St., Suite B
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-2309

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/08/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid)
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted.
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & (0., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

EA BUSINE
SPOTLIGHT

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of Life-Center

Buying a car
just got easier.
Find out how hy

calling...

ANNA
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

Se habla espanol

Cash
& Garry

31000

S‘"ﬂﬂ

FIRST
STATE
BANK

706 Washington St.
and 1403 13th Ave.,
Mendota

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer
Window Tinting

Car/Truck/SUV
Detailing

And many other truck
accessories available!

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP
Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm
7 days a week

a
1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 539-5656

Other Locations:

LaSalle Oglesby
Peru Wenona

www.eurekasavings.com

Coupon / Discount
Terms Here

Expires January xx, 20xx.

. Open Thursday-Sunday’ « = - "
3pm - 10pm 7

234 Main Street:

“Mendota, IL

000-000-0000
www.yourwebsite.com

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz
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LENDER

Marten Portable
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Best Selection -
Best Pﬁ/o//(/./

HWY 251 S. - MENDOTA
815-539-6263

Se

JuckieeNeur
for all your
Insurance Needs!

Call
(815) 539-5651

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

Across from
First State Bank, Mendota

Nightengales
Thrift Shop

108 Jefierson St, Mendota

Open 12-3:30

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat

1st and 3rd

Saturday -
12 Off

GENERAC
— T ]

J))BELCHER

ELECTRIC

Generators are our only business!

GENERAC
GENERATOR
SALES,
SERVICE, AND
INSTALLATION

309-246-2102
1696 STATE ROUTE 17

LACON, IL
WWW_JDGENERATORS.COM

Advertise
Your
Business
Here

In The
Area
Business
Spotlight
939-9396
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ENTERTAINMENT

| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: When is the “Freaky
Friday” sequel coming out?
I’m so happy for Lindsay
Lohan. She
has really
turned her
life around
since she
was in the
tabloids all
the time. --
D.S.

A: Lindsay Lohan, who
played dual roles as a child
actressin “The Parent Trap,”
is now a mother herself to a
toddler boy with husband
Bader Shammas. The ac-
tress had moved all the way
to Dubai a decade ago to
escape Hollywood and the
intrusiveness of the tabloids.
She has since celebrated 10
years of sobriety and is get-
ting her acting career back
on track with smaller movies
like Netflix’s “Irish Wish.” It
was one of three Netflix films
she starred in and her second
leading role since 2007.

When Oscar winner Ja-
mie Lee Curtis, who played
her mom in the hit comedy
film “Freaky Friday,” asked
Lohan if she wanted to re-
prise her role for the sequel,
Lohan didn’t hesitate to say

Lohan

By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Ryan
Goslingisjoining forces with
“Deadpool & Wolverine” di-
rector Shawn Levy for “Star
Wars: Starfighter,” which
goes into production this
fall for a May 2027 release.
Gosling needs a hit after
“The Fall Guy,” which only
made $181 million and cost
$150 million to make. Then
he followed it with “The
Actor,” for which he served
as executive producer after
dropping out of the leading
role. Despite receiving 62
favorable reviews from 100
critics, it only managed
$42,753 in grosses. His
next film is Amazon MGM
Studios’“‘Project Hail Mary,”
which is due on March 20,
2026.

sk

Five-time Oscar winning
director Francis Ford Cop-
pola has directed 23 films,
including 1972’s “The God-
father” (considered by many
as one of the best films ever
made), “The Godfather: Part
II” (1974), and “The God-
father: Part III”” (1990). The
trilogy amassed about $500
million. However, his latest
effort, “Megalopolis,” which
he financed with his own
wine-making money ($120

“yes.” In a recent interview
with Entertainment Weekly,
Curtis said that while pro-
moting “Halloween Ends” in
Europe, fansinevery country
kept asking her, “When are
you making another ‘Freaky
Friday?’” Even if it doesn’t
clean up at the box office this
summer, “Freakier Friday”
should do big numbers by
streaming on Disney+.
sokok

Q: Is “The Equalizer”
coming back this fall? I
know it was one of those
shows that was on the cusp
of cancellation. My husband
and I really enjoy it. -- S.E.

A: Unfortunately, CBS
chose not to renew “The
Equalizer” after its five-sea-
son run on the network. The
series starred Queen Latifah,
who expressed nothing but
gratitude when asked about
its cancellation. “’The Equal-
izer’ blew past every dream
we had for it, and having the
opportunity to do this for
five seasons honestly feels
surreal.” Latifah added that
she’llbe back kicking butt “in
something new real soon.”

Latifah has numerous
acting projects coming up,
including voicing Ellie in the
animated movie “Ice Age 6,”

Hollywood

million), was notabox-office
hit, despite halfof 300 critics’
reviews being favorable. It
only grossed $14.3 million
of its $120 million cost.

But Coppola still has
reason to celebrate! On
April 26, the American
Film Institute bestowed on
him their highest honor --
their 50th anniversary Life
Achievement Award, one
of the greatest honors of
all time. George Lucas and
Steven Spielberg presented
him with the award, while
Al Pacino, Robert De Niro,
Harrison Ford, Morgan Free-
man, Dustin Hoffman, Ron
Howard, Spike Lee, Diane
Lane, C. Thomas Howell,
and Ralph Macchio, among
others, sang his praises.

Theairdate for the telecast
will be June 17 on TNT at
10 p.m. ET, and an encore
will air on July 31 on Turner
Classic Movies at 8 p.m. ET.

sk ok

The transition from Chris
Evans’ Captain America to
Anthony Mackie’s Captain
America wasn’t a smooth
one. Evans’“Captain Ameri-
ca: Civil War” (2016) grossed
$1.155 billion, while Mack-
ie’s “Captain America: Brave
New World” only managed
to gross $415 million.

as well as co-starring with

Jada Pinkett Smith and Tif-

fany Haddish in the comedy

film “Girls Trip 2.” She’ll

also produce and star in the

teen comedy “Paper Chase.”
skokok

Q: Did they ever decide
if “Shogun” would continue
beyond the first season?
Since it’s based on the book,
I thought it was just going to
remain a miniseries, right?

A: You’re correct in that
“Shogun” was intended to
be a one-and-done series be-
cause it was based entirely on
James Clavell’s 1975 novel
of the same name. However,
itwent on to break the record
for the most Emmys won by
a series in one year and was
a huge ratings hit for FX
and Hulu.

“Shogun’s” sophomore
season will take place 10
years after the original.
Clavell’s daughter, Michae-
la, will once again serve
as a producer, along with
the co-creators of the first
season, Justin Marks and Ra-
chel Kondo. Filming won’t
begin until January 2026,
giving them plenty of time
to develop the scripts and
fabulous costumes.

Understandably, Marvel
doesn’t want to take chances
with “Thor 5” and are taking
great care with crafting the
screenplay. Previous “Thor”
director Taika Waititi is
not returning, and Chris
Hemsworth has let it be
known that he hopes future
installments of “Thor” are
drastically different in tone,
which could lead to Marvel
closing the book on Thor.
After all, Hemsworth, at 41,
may feel like he’s getting
too old to swing that mighty
hammer around.

Hemsworth’s next film
i1s “Stuntnuts: The Movie,”
co-starring Oscar winner
Sam Rockwell. Meanwhile,
his shooting schedule for
“Avengers: Doomsday” falls
between April and August in
England. He’s also working
for Amazon MGM Studios
in the film adaption of the
novella“Crime 101 by Don
Winslow. Italso boasts Mark
Ruffalo, Barry Keoghan,

Halle Berry and Nick Nolte
for a 2026 release.
You can be sure

Hemsworth will be playing
Thor as long as audiences
want him. Whatever their
creative differences, they’ll
hammer it out; no one is
showing Thor the door!

Do you know who
was the first female
parachutist and when?
Find the answer
in Strange But True!
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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Brought to you each week by
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FIRST STATE BANK

* Trivia Test *

1. MOVIES: What is the
name of Han Solo’s ship in
the “Star Wars” series?

2. TELEVISION: What
is Ray Barone’s job on the
sitcom “Everybody Loves
Raymond”?

3. U.S. STATES: The
Baltimore Ravens’ name is
a nod to which past famous
resident?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What
fear is represented in the con-
dition called “alliumphobia”?

5. LITERATURE: Who
created the fictional detective
Lord Peter Wimsey?

6. GAMES: Which chess
piececan’tmove inastraight
line?

7.ANIMALKINGDOM:
Whatis ababy mouse called?

8. SCIENCE: What does
the acronym RNA stand for?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS:
Which president was the first
to wear contact lenses?

10. ASTRONOMY:
Which constellation contains
Polaris, the North Star?
Answers

1. Millennium Falcon.

2. Sportswriter.

3. Edgar Allen Poe, who
wrote the poem “The Raven.”

4. Fear of garlic.

5. Dorothy L. Sayers.

6. Knight.

7. A pinky or pup.

8. Ribonucleic Acid.

9. Lyndon Johnson.

10. UrsaMinor (The Little
Dipper).

Crossword

g

ACROSS 1 4
1 Swedish car
5 Do sums 12
8 Gym pads
12 Bruins' sch.
13 Cattle call
14 Modern
money
15 Tall, thin per-
son
17 Bickering
18 Sound from a
hot wok
19 Small bill
20 Elitists
21 Warm-up run
22 "Top Gun"
target
23 Fall flower
26 "Hamilton" or
"Rent"
30 Old money of
Rome 50 Without 9 Prefix with 31 Morning
31 Weir 51 "Shoo!" pilot moisture
32 Tiers 52 Holy Fr. 10 Chicago 34 — Moines
33 Not generic woman paper, for 35 Muffin choice
35 Flaxen, as 53 Sch. support- short 37 Cover with
hair ers 11 Lushes cloth
36 Stitch 16 Indigent 38 Wagers
37 Hosp. work- DOWN 20 Venus, to 39 Power co.
ers 1 Long lunches? Serena supply
38 Smiles broad- 2 High cards 21 "Hacks" 40 "East of
ly 3 Regrettably actress Eden" girl
41 Bikini half 4 Prohibit 22 Silent 41 Optimum
42 Solidify 5 Surrounded 23 Cleric's tunic 42 Bitty biter
45 "The Wire" by 24 Navy address 43 Sicilian spout-
actor Idris 6 Hand (out) 25 — -la-la er
46 Tilt towards 7 Anonymous 26 Frenzied 44 Privation
48 Region (Abbr.) Jane 27 Bill's partner 46 French article
49 Kreskin's 8 2004 Lindsay 28 Bristle 47 AOL, for one
claim Lohan movie 29 Leary's drug

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

| Couch Theater |

“Another Simple Favor”
(R) -- Director Paul Fieg’s
sequeltohis 2018 success “A
Simple Favor,” starring Anna
Kendrick (“Woman of the
Hour”)and Blake Lively (“It
Ends with Us”), is out now!
The two leading actresses
reprise their roles from the
first film -- a miracle in itself
considering that Kendrick is
rumored to despise her co-
star, Lively, who’s been in
some heatrecently due to her
lawsuits against “It Ends with
Us” director Justin Baldoni.
Buttheir professionalism (or
Kendrick’s, at least) carried
them through well enough
to play Stephanie and Emily
againrespectively. This time
around, Emily is fresh out of
prison and getting married
to a wealthy mobster named
Dante Versano (Michele
Morrone). Clearly not learn-
ing from her past, Stephanie
accepts Emily’s invitation
to be her maid of honor in
Capri, Italy. Surely, a little
party never killed anybody!
(Amazon Prime Video)

“Nonnas” (PG) -- This
heartwarming comedy film
led by Vince Vaughn (“Bad
Monkey”) is the equivalent
of getting served a freshly
baked-to-perfection lasa-
gna made directly from the
kitchen of an Italian grand-
mother. Based on the life of
Joe Scaravella, owner of the
restaurant Enoteca Maria in
Staten Island, New York, the
film follows Joe (Vaughn)
after losing his mother. In-
spired by her and hisnonna’s
family recipes, Joe decides

to open up a restaurant with
the catch being thathe’ll only
hire Italian grandmothers
to cook the food. Watch as
a simple restaurant venture
turns into the most memo-
rable and cherished moment
of his lifetime. Lorraine
Bracco (“The Sopranos”),
Susan Sarandon (“The Six
Triple Eight”), Talia Shire
(the “Rocky” series), and
Brenda Vaccaro (“And Just
Like That ...””) are our lovely
“Nonnas.” Outnow. (Netflix)

In Case You Missed It

“Logan Lucky” (PG-13)
-- You might’ve checked out
director Steven Soderbergh’s
latest film “Black Bag,”
starring Cate Blanchett and
Michael Fassbender, which
recently released on stream-
ing services after its run in
theaters. If Soderbergh’s
sleek and action-packed di-
rection keeps you intrigued,
his heist-comedy film from
2017 might be up your alley!
It follows the strapped-for-
cash Logansiblings -- Clyde,
Jimmy and Mellie -- in West
Virginia and their plan to
pull off a heist during the
Coca-Cola 600 NASCAR
race on Memorial Day week-
end. The cast is comprised
of magnetic actors who
absolutely nail the West
Virginian accent, like Chan-
ning Tatum (“Blink Twice”),
Adam Driver (“Ferrari”),
Daniel Craig (“Queer”), and
Riley Keough (“Daisy Jones
& the Six”). Out now to rent.
(Apple TV+)

(c) 2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.

g,

FLASHBACK

7 S
I

1. Who released “Hey There Lonely Boy”?
2. A cover of which Kinks song gave Kirsty MacColl her

biggest success?

3. Who released “There’s a Moon Out Tonight”?

4. Which artist wrote and released “Careless Whisper”?

5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “If the sky above
you should turn dark and full of clouds, and that old north

wind should begin to blow.”
Answers

1. Ruby & the Romantics, in 1963. This was followed
by Eddie Holman’s “Hey There Lonely Girl,” in 1969. Both
songs have been covered by several others.

2.“Days,” released by the Kinks in 1968. MacColl’s 1989
cover was later used in a camcorder commercial, getting her

€ven more SuUcCcess.

3. The Capris, in 1958. No one paid attention when the
song was firstreleased. Several years later, however, the song
climbed the charts after a DJ played it on the air.

4. George Michael, in 1984.

5. “You’ve Got a Friend,” by Carole King, in 1971. Leg-
end says that King wrote the song in response to the James
Taylor song “Fire and Rain,” with its line about “lonely times
when I could not find a friend.” The song won a Grammy

for Song of the Year.

(c) 2025 King Features Syndicate

Strange
 But True

By Lucie Winborne

* More than 300 different
species of bacteria are found
in dental plaque.

* Bones found at Seymour
Island indicate that 37 to 40
million years ago, penguins
stood at a formidable 6 feet
talland weighed 250 pounds.

* PEZ candies were orig-
inally anti-smoking mints.

* World War II is known
as “the blessed war” to many
Icelanders because the coun-
try has that conflict to thank
for its independence.

* Jeanne-Genevieve Gar-
nerin was the first female par-
achutist. In 1799, she jumped
from a hot air balloon. This
jump was recorded to be
around 900 meters high (over
3,000 feet). She was also one
of the earliest women to fly
in a balloon.

* In the 1920s and “30s,
many movie theaters had
signs instructing ladies to
“Please Remove Your Hats”
to keep their elaborate head-
wear from blocking anyone’s
view.

* Jeannette Rankin be-
camethe first female member
of Congress in 1916, four
years before the 19th Amend-
ment, granting women the
right to vote, was ratified.

* Mike Tyson saw Mu-
hammad Ali’s last match at
the age of 14 and got mad
at Larry Holmes for beating
Ali. Tyson called Ali on the
phone and told him, “I’ll
grow up and get him back
for you.” Seven years later,
Tyson met Holmes for a
match, and the then-retired
Ali stepped in the ring and
said, “Remember what you
promised.” Tyson made
good on his vow in the
fourth round.

* Rainbows are full cir-
cles when viewed from a
different perspective, and
everyone sees a unique ver-
sion depending on how their
eyes perceive light.
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Past and present Mendota Community Consolidated District 289 employees were
honored at the Regional Office of Education 35 Excellence in Education banquet on
May 1. Left to right, are Ryan Myers, Assistant Regional Superintendent; Michelle
Beetz, Blackstone School; Angela Kent, Northbrook School; Vanessa Holmes, retiree;
Susan Ambler, retiree; Danielle Buettner, Lincoln School; Mary Kieffer, retiree; Sydney
Wilhelm, Blackstone School; Jeff Strouss, District level; and Chris Dvorak, Regional
Superintendent. (Photos contributed)

Regional Office of Education #35

OTTAWA — A total of 167 school staff
members were recognized May 1 at the 37th
Annual Excellence in Education Awards
Ceremony.

“I'want to express my deepest gratitude to
all those who serve in our schools — school
support personnel, teachers, administrators,
board members, certified support staff, and
every individual who contributes to the
growth and well-being of our students,” said
Christopher Dvorak, regional superinten-
dent of schools for the Regional Office of

Education #35. “Your dedication, expertise,
and care shape the future of education and
make a meaningful difference in countless
lives every day.”

The event was held at the Knights of
Columbus Hall in Ottawa and included a
dinner by Stone Jug Barbecue in Peru and
music entertainment by Steve Sharp.

The following honorees were chosen by
their school district to be recognized:

Earlville Community Unit - Brooke Chap-
man, Shannon Cook, Elissa Barker, educator

Past and present Mendota High School District 280 employees were honored at the
Regional Office of Education 35 Excellence in Education banquet on May 1. Left to
right, are Ryan Myers, Assistant Regional Superintendent; Todd Doyle, special educa-
tion; Kellie Hochstatter, special education; Joe Masini, principal; Joe Hughes, science;
Jayne Barnes, retiree; Zonnie Eiten, retiree; Denise Aughenbaugh, superintendent;
Nicole Cromwell, assistant principal; and Chris Dvorak, Regional Superintendent.
Not pictured: Marisela Cervantes, support staff; Deb Phalen, posthumous honoree.

award, Gary Ayala, retiring support staff
award, Amy Schultz, support staff award,;

Leland Community Unit- Lisa Featherston
and Sara Miller, educator award, Jodi Moore,
retiring educatoraward, Diane Morel, retiring
support staff, Yessica Acevendo, support
staff award;

Lighted Way - Laurie Joerger, educator
award, Sara Nestler, support staff award;

Mendota Elementary - Angela Kent,
Sydney Wilhelm, and Danielle Buettner,
educator award, Susan Ambler, Vanessa
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SPONSORED BY

PORK CHOP BARBECUE

MENDOTA ARTA SENIOR SERVICES
Wednesday, May 28, 2025

AT

2 BBQ PORK CHOPS

$15.00
Kids Hot Dog Special - $5.00

Serving from 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Mendota Civic Center

Advance Tickets Are Available at MASS and
Mendota Area Banks

POTATO SALAD
BAKED BEANS ROLL & BUTTER COOKIE / -

)

~DRIVE THRU ONLY~

FOR SALE

Whole Beef Steak Burger
Lean, Grass Fed, and Antibiotic Free.
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed.

If you don't love it, return it.

BEEF CUTS

g

Butchered Beef Also Available in Quarters or Halves.

Text or Leave a Message for RJ at
815-703-4553

Can deliver on 50 pound
orders in Amboy, LaMoille
& Mendota Areas.

$7.00 per pound

20 Ibs. or more
$6.50 per pound

50 Ibs. or more
$6.25 per pound

04022025

No

Job
) ToO
Small!

o

+ Drywall Repair
* Door Installation & Repair
+ TV & Picture Mounting

. [8151780-7884

Handyman Services LLC
Services Offered:
+ Custom Woodwork * Home Repair
« Painting « Cabinet Repair &
+ Ceiling Fan & Lighting Installation
Installation + Some Plumbing

* Furniture Assembly
* Floor Repair & Installation

@ hunterhandymanseruviceslic.com
@hunterhandymanserviceslic

04012024

(currently woodburning, you can set up for gas if you choose) with a mantle and hearth stone, perfect for relaxing. Bull nose corners throughout and
hard wired smoke detectors. The kitchen is equipped with high-quality Cortez countertops, a garden sink in the island, and soft-close cabinets and
drawers. The master bedroom has a nice tray ceiling with lights, adding a touch of elegance. The master bath is also spacious and stylish. The
unfinished basement is ready for you to finish, with drywall already up and windows that open.Outside, enjoy a 16x16 Trex deck out back (railing
will be put up) - perfect for outdoor gatherings. Front covered porch trec deck with 9 pillars, front step will have railing, 3-car garage is heated and
insulated, it has 12-foot ceilings and 8ft insulated doors. The single garage is 12x24 and the double garage is 24x32, offering plenty of room for
vehicles and storage. This home sits on 2 lots on a comer with a cement driveway, gravel parking in back, and plenty of parking space in front. It also
has vinyl siding for easy maintenance. The seller will add grass seed in yard. Don't miss out on this amazing home! Call today to set up a showing!

LOR/ ERBES, GR/

Designated Managing Broker
Over 30 years experience
lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295

www.Erbes-Realty.com

409 Monroe Ave Amboy

$364,000

B Absolutely Stunning New Construction Home in

Amboy - Must See! Lots of upgrades! This brand-
o new, 1,800 sq. ft. home has everything you need
and more. It features 9-foot ceilings and an open
layout with 3 bedrooms, including one with a Jack-
and-Jill bathroom. You'l love the walk-in closets in
every bedroom! There are also 2.5 bathrooms with
heated seats for extra comfort. The living room has a
cozy stone fireplace with beautiful mantle and hearth

PROUDLY MADE

BY AMERICANS
T T

05142025

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

/@ __

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

honors area school staff members

Dennin Holmes, and Mary Kieffer, retiring
educatoraward, Michelle Beetz, Jeff Strouss,
support staff award,;

Mendota High School - Todd Doyle, Kellie
Hochstatter, Joe Hughes, educator award,
Deb Phalen, posthumously, Jayne Barnes and
Janice Campbell, retiring educator award,
Zonnie Eiten, retiring support staff award,
Marisela Cervantes, support staff award;

Illinois State Board of Education - Dr.
Christine Benson, ISBE Board Service
Award.

Janko Realty & Development
Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units
available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.

American Made
Quality at
Affordable Prices

Pesitioning you for life.

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota * 815-539-6263
meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 * Tue &Wed 9-5
Thurs Closed ¢ Sat 10-5

Sun Noon-4 09092019

LEE COUNTY

Pl e

Master Gardeners will be present to

answer gardening questions and offer
professional assistance.

MAY 17, 2025

8 AM - 11 AM

OR UNTIL PLANTS ARE GONE
LEE COUNTY 4-H CENTER
1196 FRANKLIN RD | AMBOY

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER &
of Iilinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture

o ting
of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
reasonable accommodation to attend, contact the registration office at 815-632-3611

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Local Extension Councils Co

S PN S
s
i

- Siding & Brick
- Cleaning
w * Clean & Seal

S

xy

P

*

% Houses, Etc

.

*

Keep up on the local news
with a subscription to Mendota’s

local newspaper. See page A5
for a special offer!!

FREE QUOTES!

VASHING,

Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,

“r « Commercial and Residential
*  Surface Cleaning with Mobile

i Hot and Cold Treatments &
* x

;TZ Enterprises / Tony Troyer #
% 815.530.4464 N

Fedrn i e T S T S T S T S T Sk

b

*

The e o T S fn Tt S S T S i e

4

Veterinary Hospital

www.ancarevet.com

Follow us!

OB

05072025
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BLESSED POLICE
GARAGE SALES/NOTICES| |  Bisect fouce
GARAGE SALE SPRING SALES/ PAXTON J. WIERSMA DRIVING WHILE

1703 Sunset Drive
Friday, May 16
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, May 17
8 a.m.-noon
Large selection of
name-brand baby
(0-6 mos.) and kids’
clothes (5T-size 10),
kids’ toys, home décor,
furniture, tools,
Hannamint Tuscany patio
table and chairs,
cycle board rover
3-wheel electric scooter,
name-brand women’s (S-M)
and men’s clothes (L-XXL),
cat supplies, small
kitchen appliances,
portable air conditioning
units and much more.
1t20r

BARN SALE
4019 E. 050th Road
Thursday, May 15
4-7 p.m.
Friday, May 16
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, May 17
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Furniture, antiques,
office equipment,
dog fence, children’s
toys, household items,
women’s, men’s &
children’s clothing.

1€20r

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE
DEADLINE

* Monday 10 a.m.
to appear in Wednes-
day’s Reporter.

HOT DEALS
2956 & 2972 Welland
Road, Earlville
Saturday, May 17
8 a.m.- p.m.
Household items,
kitchenware, décor,
metal bed frames,
electrical items, mower,
gas grill, puzzles, helmets,
women’s & men’s clothes,
antique glassware,
baseball gloves
and much more.
Some pictures will be
posted on Facebook
under garage sale sites.
Look for signs.
1€20r

YARD SALE
1512 Guiles Ave.
Thursday, Friday,
Saturday
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
New fish tank (60 gal),
twin bed,
queen size 7-piece
bedroom set, teens
& adult clothes, shoes,
medium size dog crates,
stuffed animals,
glassware,
utensils, pots & pans,
gas dryer. A little
bit of everything.
1€20r

Casey and Stephanie
(Hitchins) Wiersma of Na-
pervilleare the proud parents
of their newborn child, Pax-
ton James, born Saturday,
April 26, 2025, at Edward
Hospital in Naperville. He
weighed 4 pounds, 10 ounc-
es. Maternal grandparents are
Gary and Cathy Hitchins of
Peru. Maternal grandparents
are Len and Cindy Wiersma
of South Beloit. Maternal
great-grandmother is Myrtle
Setchell Hitchins of Peru.
Paternal great-grandmother
is Daune Wiersma.

Incinerator hours

MENDOTA —Incinerator
(burn pit) hours for the city
of Mendota are as follows:

* Monday — 3-6 p.m.

e Tuesday — 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

* Thursday — 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

*Friday—10a.m.to 1 p.m.

e Saturday — 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

The incinerator is located
south of Mendota near the
sewage treatment plant.

LICENSE SUSPENDED

Isaiah R. Drew, 19, of
1002 % Main St., Mendota,
was charged with driving
while license suspended
after a traffic stop at Main
and Eighth streets at 8:57
a.m. May 6. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Terrence L. Miller, 37, of
301 Fourth Ave., Mendota,
was charged with domestic
battery after police officersre-
spondedtoacall forservicein
thearea of Fourth Avenue and
Third Streetat 8 a.m. May 10.
The subject was transported
to the LaSalle County jail to
appear before a judge.

CRIMINAL DAMAGE
TO PROPERTY

Sabryna R. Turner, 29,
of Mark, was charged with
criminal damage to property
after police officers respond-
ed to acall for service at 111
S.13thAve.,LotC15,at5:21
p.m. May 12. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

Sign ordinance

MENDOTA — The city of Mendota reminds you that it is
unlawful under city ordinance 42.34 to hang, lean, or place
any advertising materials on any street lamp, post, telephone
or electric light pole within the city limits of Mendota. This

includes garage sale notices.

This statute was designed to keep our neighborhoods clean
and free of trash and debris. The city of Mendota officials

ask for your cooperation in this matter.

It you're 50 or older,
you're in the money!

a customized proposal on your

homeowners insurance protection.

Life Home Car Business

The No Frablem Fiole®

hen you insure your home with us, through Auto-Owners

Insurance Combany. we'll save v ! Scatistics show
nsurance Lompany, we il save you mongey. JSTatistics Show

losses, allowing us to pass the savings on

to you. Contact our agency today for

Auto-Owners Insurance

IFIRST STATE INSURANCE

715 Washington St. « Mendota, IL

09042024

1

815-539-5651

5TH ANNUAL MENDOTA .
TOWN-WIDE GARAGE SALES

Friday, May 16th and Saturday, May 17th )
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

(Unless otherwise specified)
Church (Thur: 12-5, Fri: 8:30-4:30, Sat:

/
NN \815:882-
A g

nrid
SMCL2240418

)

We specialize in keeping your
home comfortable year round!

Schedule your A/C tune-up today!

1. 1705 Lincoln Ave. Saturday only 8-2
2. 1507 Lincoln Ave. 8:30-11) ‘
3. 204 14th St. 26. 105 5th St. Fri: 9-4, Sat: 9-12
4. 108 16th St. 27. 511 6th Ave. Fri: 9-3, Sat: 8-3 -~
5. 307 16th St. 28. 302 2nd Ave. Thur, Fri, Sat: 9-5
6. 705 16th St. Thur: 2-6, Fri: 7:30-5, 29. 501 2nd St.
‘ Sat 7:30-? 30. 207 % 8th Ave.
7. 909 16th St. Saturday only 31. 308 8th Ave.
¢ 8. 1708 Peri Dr. Wed: 5-7, Thurs: 11- 32. 400 11th Ave.
, 4, Fri: 8-3 33. 1717 Char-lu Dr. Saturday only
‘s 9. 1511 Indiana Ave. 34. 1320 Jefferson St.
\ % 10. 1404 Guiles Ave. 35. 1015 Meadowview Dr.
) \ 11. 1512 Guiles Ave. Thurs-Sat 9-4 36. 1002 S. Park Ave.
5 12. 1305 Gilman Ave. 37. 1004 Westlawn Ave. v
. 13. 408 12th St. 38. 1705 Hillcrest Ct.
| 14. 1402 Pennsylvania Ave. 39. 1410 Lakeview Dr.
15. 1205 Pennsylvania Ave. 40. 1404 Lakeview Dr. Saturday only .
v 16. 910 Pennsylvania Ave. 41. 1322 Lake Dr. Thur: 4-7, Fri: 8-4,
17. 1109 Burlington Ave. Sat: 8-1
18. 704 Burlington Ave. 42. 160 E US Rt. 52 (By High School)
19. 407 3rd Ave. 43. 2101 Diana Dr. Thur: 9-5, Fri: 9-5,
20. 906 3rd Ave. In alley Sat: 8-?
21. 1008 3rd Ave. 44. 2011 Pine Ave.
22. 1011 3rd Ave. 45. 2013 Pine Ave. Fri: 8-4, Sat: 8-12
23. 1202 1st Ave. Thur: 9-4, Fri: 9-4,
] Sat: 9-12 Outside of City Limits
24. 702 st Ave. 46. 3895 E 7th Rd. J
25. 100 E 6th St. First United Methodist  47. 4149 E 050th Rd. Thur, Fri, Sat: 8-2
|
‘ e
_,‘ CAE al
SAEE
T 05142025

Americam Stwdard,

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday « 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday « 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday * 10 am to 4
Closed Tuesday

A a a 0

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

09022024

EL

« MEXICAN RESTAURANT - -
\endota, Il

N
)0,
7 ]
_~Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday lﬂ:m-‘?pm

Thursday 4pm-9pm ll
(Saturday & Sunday 10:30am-9pm \

= ?{ﬁ?\\
g
\,/\
5
=]

(=)
-/
05142025

Mendota(815) 539-598

1206 13th Avenue, Mendota

JILLINDIS §) VALLEY((

SHOWDOWN/

e

SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE - CHECK FOR ADDI!TIONAL EVENTS AT:

WWW.LASALLESPEEDWAY.COM

Birthday
Michelle!

We love vou!
Mom, Dad,

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or
Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To
Run In Both

\_

: Billie & Susie :

Put A Little Fun
In Someone’s Life!

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message—or
just a verse or message

(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $6°°
per column inch for Reporter
OR Money Saver
$8%° per column inch in BOTH
(See examples)

Call 815-539-9396 for
more information

CONGRATULATIONS!

on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN

Love, Joey

[ L N P

EIICSICS))
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Mendota’s Collin Coss holds his glove up with hopes of getting an out call from the
umpire during a game with Putnam County on May 9 at the MHS field. (Photo cour-
tesy of Talia White, MHS)

Trojans rally past Putham County

A defensive meltdown
allowed Erie to post a 7-1
victory over Mendota in
Three Rivers Conference
varsity baseball action on
May 5 at the MHS diamond.

The Panthers scored twice
in the first inning and that’s
the way the score held until
the fourth when they pushed
across five unearned runs
on two hits, a walk and four
Mendota errors.

The Trojans scored their
only run in the bottom of the
fifth when a bases loaded
walk to Oscar Castaneda
plated Evan McPheeters,
who opened the frame with
a solid single to center.

Each team collected five
hits. Braiden Freeman had a
double for the Trojans.

Esten Otero pitched four
innings and took the loss.
Dane Doyle finished up on
the hill.

sk

Mendota’s bats were
silent in an 11-1 conference
loss to Newman on May 7 at
the MHS field.

The Comets scored the
first seven runs of the game
before the Trojans tallied
their only run in the bottom
ofthefifth. Doylereached on
an error and eventually came
around to score on an errant

throw by Newman.

Newman completed the
scoring with two runs each
in the sixth and sevenths
frames.

The Trojans were limited
to two hits —singles by Free-
man and Collin Coss.

Coss was the starting and
losing pitcher, working into
the fifth before McPheeters
and Karson Sundberg came
on in relief.

sk ok

Mendotagotamuch-need-
ed 9-8 come-from-behind
win over Putnam County
on May 9 at the MHS field.

Trailing 8-7 in the bottom
of the seventh, the Trojans
scored twice with two outs to
pull out the thrilling victory.
Jack Gillespie singled in the
tying run and then Gavin
Evans raced home with the
game-winner on a Putnam
County wild pitch.

The Panthers owned a
4-0 lead after two innings.
McPheeters had an RBI sin-
gleinthe third for Mendota’s
first run.

Each team plated four
runs in the fourth, and then
the Trojans made it a one-
run game in the sixth on a
two-run single by Freeman
to set the stage for the ex-
citing conclusion.

Freeman had three of
Mendota’s seven hits, while
Gillespie and McPheeters
had two apiece.

McPheeters pitched three
scoreless innings in relief of
Freeman to get the win.

skesksk

Sterling defeated the
Trojans, 7-2, on May 10 at
Sterling.

The Golden Warriors led
7-0 after five innings before
Mendotaavoided the shutout
with a pair of runs in the
sixth. Freeman singled and
Gillespie walked ahead of
a two-run single by Brody
Hartt.

Doyle pitched the first
four innings and was tagged
with the loss. Otero hurled
the final two frames.

skeskosk

Erie-Prophetstown
blanked the Trojans, 9-0,
on May 12 at Prophetstown.

E-P pitcher Braedyn
Frank carried a no-hitter
into the seventh inning, but
the Trojans (8-15-1, 1-9)
broke it up with back-to-
back single by Doyle and
Rhett Watson.

Gillespie got the ball to
start the game for Mendota
and worked into the fourth
inning before Coss and Otero
relieved.

MHS, DePue to battle in soccer regional

MENDOTA-After closing outthe regular
season with a 6-0 loss at Dixon on May 12,
the Mendota girls’ soccer team has its sights
seton the Mendota Regional after earning the
number one seed in Sub-Sectional A of the
Rock Island Alleman Sectional.

Mendotawill take a 13-7-1 record into the
regional to be played May 16 and May 20 at
the MHS field. Action will begin on Friday,
May 16 with two games. Mendota will battle
DePue at 4:30 p.m. and Princeton will take
on Oregon at 6:30 p.m.

The two winners will meet for the regional
championship at 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 20.

The winner of the Mendota Regional will
advance to the Rock Island Alleman Sectional
to face the winner of the Byron Regional at 5

p.m. Saturday, May 24. The other sectional
game will pit champions from the Rockford
Christian and Indian Creek regionals at 7
p.m. May 24.

The sectional championship game will be
contested at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 28. All
sectional games will be played at the Alleman
Sports Complex, 1186 43rd Ave., Moline.

Mendota Class 1A Girls’
Regional Soccer Tournament
Friday, May 16

1 - (1) Mendota vs. (8) DePue [Coop] —
4:30 p.m.

2—(4)Princetonvs. (5) Oregon—6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 20

3 — Winner Match 1 vs. Winner Match

2 —5 p.m. (championship)

Elam’s 3 first-place finishes lead
MHS girls to 5th in TRAC meet

O Sophomore sets conference records in high jump, triple jump

MONMOUTH - Three
first-place finishes by Mari-
yah Elam powered the Men-
dota girls’ track team to a
fifth-place finishinthe Three
Rivers Conference Meet on
May 8 at Monmouth.

The Lady Trojans scored
59 points to land in the fifth
position.
Sherrard
grabbed
the confer-
ence title
with 145.5
points,
followed
by Mercer Elam
County (97), Kewanee (69)
and Newman (68)

Elam set personal bests
in winning the 300-meter
hurdles, the high jump and
the triple jump.

She motored to the finish
line ahead of the rest of the
pack in the hurdles in a time
of 46.35.

In the high jump, the
defending Class 2A state
champion topped out at a
height of 5-8, to not only set
a personal record, but also
smash the conference record
of 5-6.25 that she set last
year. She also established a
new school record with that
leap. Elam claimed the state
title a season ago at 5-4.5.

In the triple jump, Elam
had awinning distance of37-
2.75, easily outperforming

the second-place finisher by
nearly two feet. Thattoo, was
a new conference record as
well asaschool record jump.

Elam also had one of
two second-place efforts
by Mendota. She ran a time
of 16.16 in the 100-meter
hurdles, which was her best
time this season.

Aby Buettner had the
other runner-up place for the
Lady Trojans, sailing 16-3.25
in the long jump.

“Mendota finished fifth
as a team, which is the best
we’ve finished in my five
years here and I think the
best we’ve finished in the
last decade at least,” said
Mendota coach Joe Hughes.
“Four individuals earned
nine total medals/ribbons.”

Hughes said field events
started the team on a very
positive note with one of
Mendota’s throwers hitting
a new personal record in
discus to set the tone early.
Buettner took the lead in the
long jump with her first jump
that stayed as the top mark
until a girl from Kewanee
topped Buettner’s mark
with her second to last jump.
Hughes added that Elam
kept the momentum going
by needing just one jump to
claim the conference title in
the triple jump.

“Mariyah was then able
to turn her focus to high

Mendota’s Karson Doyle connects with a pitch for a solo
home run against Mercer County on May 10 at Aledo.
(Photo courtesy of Talia White, MHS)

Lady Trojans defeated
by four league opponents

Erie dealt the Mendota
varsity softball team a 13-1
loss in Three Rivers Confer-
ence action on May 5 at the
MHS field.

Erieled 5-0 when Mendo-
ta scored its only run of the
game in the bottom of the
third. Ava Eddy smacked a
double and came in to score
when Karson Doyle reached
On an error.

The Panthers continued
to build on their lead until
they went over the 10-run
difference with four tallies
in the sixth. The game ended
when Mendota failed to score
in the bottom of the frame.

Mendota totaled four hits.

Leah Henkel started in the

Fok ok

Mendota dropped another
lopsided conference contest,
this time to Princeton, 21-1,
on May 6 at the MHS field.
The game was halted in the
fifth inning by the 10-run
rule.

Princeton took a quick
3-0lead in the first. Mendota
pushed across its lone tally
in the bottom of the frame.
Eddy led off with a single
and scored later in the inning.

Princeton pulled away
in the third inning when it
sent 14 batters to the plate
and nine of them scored.
Avah Oertel capped off the
inning with a grand slam
home run.

jump where she was bat-
tling with a phenomenal
freshman from Orion and
she ended up clearing 5-8,
whichisanew personal best,
a conference meet record,
a Mendota High School
record, and is now the top
ranked high jumper for all
girls’ athletes in the state
of Illinois,” stated Hughes.

The Lady Trojans were
able to continue to ride this
momentum into the running
events where they earned five
more ribbons.
May 8 — Three Rivers
Conference Meet
@ Monmouth

Sherrard 145.5, Mercer
County 97, Kewanee 69,
Newman 68, Mendota 59,
Princeton 54.5, Erie-Proph-
etstown 51, Rockridge 48,
Riverdale 41, Orion 36.5,
Monmouth-Roseville 23,
Hall 9.5

Mendota 1st place: Mari-
yah Elam, 300m hurdles,
46.35; Elam, high jump, 5-8;
Elam, triple jump, 37-2.75

Mendota 2nd place:
Elam, 100m hurdles, 16.16;
Aby Buettner, long jump,
16-3.25

Mendota5thplace:Rylee
Woods, high jump, 4-11.75

Mendota 6th place:
Buettner,100mdash, 13.43;
Buettner,200mdash, 27.91;
Hannah Kunz, 400m dash,
1:08.87

MHS softball
to compete
in Princeton
2A Regional

PRINCETON-The Men-
dota softball team has been
assigned to the Princeton
Class 2A Regional.

The Lady Trojans will
open the tournament with a
play-in game at Somonauk
on Monday, May 19 at 4:30
p-m. The winner of that game
will advance to the semifinal
round to play top-seeded
Morrison at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, May 20 at Princeton. The
other semifinal game will pit
Princeton against Sandwich.

The two winners will
meet for the regional title at
4:30 p.m. Friday, May 23.

The champion of the
Princeton Regional will
advance to the Woodstock
Marian Sectional to face the
winner of the Marengo Re-
gional on Wednesday, May
28 at4:30 p.m. The other sec-
tional participants will come
from the Richmond-Burton
and Bureau Valley regionals.

Princeton Class 2A
Regional Softball
Tournament
Monday, May 19

1 - (10) Mendota at (8)
Somonauk [Coop] — 4:30
p.m.

Tuesday, May 20

2 — (1) Morrison vs. Win-
ner Game 1—4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 21

3 — (4) Princeton vs. (7)
Sandwich — 4:30 p.m.

Friday, May 23

circle for the Lady Trojans

4 — Winner Game 2 vs.

and Sydney Tolley came on
in relief.

See Softball, Page B2

Winner Game 3 -4:30 p.m.
(championship)

MHS coaches, administrators react to ‘Right to Play’ bili

By BRANDON LACHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA —In March, an Illinois House
committee advanced a bill that allows high
school student-athletes to participate in
both school sports and non-school athletic
activities in the same sport at the same time.

“Right to Play Act,” officially House Bill
3037, would overshadow rules and restric-
tions in place by the Illinois High School
Association.

Currently, the THSA rules prohibit stu-
dent-athletes who play school sports from
being on a non-school team in the same sport
during the IHSA sport’s season.

The bill passed the Illinois House and
moved to the Senate in April. On April 10,
the bill had its first reading and was referred
to the Senate’s assignments.

If the bill becomes law, high school and
outside athletics would change.

The question is how would they change
in Mendota?

Nick Myers,
MHS boys’ and girls’ soccer coach

“I’m all for kids having opportunities to
play sports, but I do think this bill will ul-

timately be the death of high school sports.
Some travel sports do not practice every day,
play only on the weekends. Of course, kids
are going to choose that over the grind ofhigh
school sports. Ifan ath-
lete’s high school team
is struggling instead of
beingaleaderand work
hard to make the team
better, they can take the
easy way out and play
club, where they don’t
have to work hard.

“The two biggest
negatives, 1 feel, are
athletes are going to
break down from playing too much. Never
allowing themselves to rest. Increase risk of
injury. The other is in high school they have
to stay academically eligible. In club, grades
don’t matter. So, a student could be failing
classes, and it won’t matter to them because
they can still play travel sports.

Brock Zinke, MHS athletic director

“I don’t think it will be beneficial to high
school athletics. Two glaring issues for me
are athlete overuse, which will lead to more

B. Zinke

injuries and creating a pay-for-play system
in sports. There are currently no systems in
place where athlete injuries are communi-
cated between high school athletics and an
outside travel team. The athlete and parent
are responsible for sharing the data on their
own. This causes a concern. Also, athletes
could potentially be playing too many games
which can lead to injuries. The model seems
to be moving toward playing more games
especially on weekends, which should be
reserved for rest and recovery.

“If this passes, theoretically rival leagues
could arise that are not affiliated with schools.
In that system, coaches and teams charge
whatever they believe they need and many
athletes and their families cannot and will not
be able to pay to play in this system. School
sports still allow students an opportunity to
play a sport for little to no cost to the athlete.

Gary Barrera,

MHS P.E. teacher, basketball coach

“My opinion is simple — student athletes
should not be able to play in the same sport
in the same IHSA sport season. I agree with
the IHSA and its view of too much activity.”

Matt Gehm, MHS basketball coach

“Part of me is fine with the bill. If kids
love the game and want to play extra, like in
a YMCA Sunday hoops league or run in fall
5Ks, that’s great. I know kids who just want
to play and compete in any arena they can,
and it’s hard to hold them back.

“My concerns, I think the high school team
hasto come first. The student-athlete has com-
mitted to their teammates and coaching staff,
and that should always take precedence. My
first concern comes with AAU-type leagues,
where parents are paying money to showcase
their child’s abilities. The money aspect has
been an issue already with student-athletes
paying out-of-season sports, with a student
on an AAU team for their fall or spring sport
during basketball season, and they end up
missing a high school game for an AAU
tournament since their parent has spent money
for the child to play on the AAU team.

“There is also the threat of injury from
participating in these other events. Of course,
a student-athlete could get injured at home
while not participating. Both of these issues
would be very rare occurrences, but still
could have a negative impact on the high
school team.”
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Three conference track champions
The Starved Rock Conference track and field meet was held May 5 at the Northbrook School track in Mendota.
Northbrook’s seventh and eighth grade girls’ teams and the eighth grade boys’ team were all conference cham-
pions. The Northbrook seventh grade boys’ team finished in fourth place. (Photo contributed)

Mendota boys finish fifth, girls sixth
in lllinois Valley Track & Field meet

OTTAWA — Mendota’s boys’ and
girls’track teams met seven other area
schools for the Illinois Valley Meet on
May 12 at Ottawa.

The Trojans finished fourth in the
team standings with 61 points, while
the host Pirates earned the top spot
with 135.5 points.

Mendota distance runners Anthony
Kelson and Gavin Stevenson turned
in the two first-place finishes for the
Trojans. Kelson had a time 0f4:51.90
in the 1600-meter run while Steven-
son was clocked at 11:17.39 in the
3200-meter run.

In the girls’ competition, the Lady
Trojans scored 55 points and were
fifth in the team standings. Streator
claimed the number one position with
106 points.

Mendota took first in three events.
Aby Buettner broke the tape in the
400-meter dash in 1:06.55, Mariyah
Elam went 4-11.75 in the high jump
and Rylee Woods had a height of 6-6

in the pole vault.
May 12 - IV Meet @ Ottawa
(Boys)
Ottawa 135.5, Streator 123, Hall
62, Mendota 61, LaSalle-Peru 52.5,
St. Bede 50, Marquette 47, Putnam
County 21

Mendota 1st place: Anthony
Kelson, 1600m run, 4:51.90; Gavin
Stevenson, 3200m run, 11:17.39

Mendota 2nd place: Sebastian
Carlos, 200m dash, 23.2; Kelson,
800m run, 2:05.49

Mendota 3rd place: Stevenson,
1600mrun, 5:17.50; Komen Denault,
pole vault, 10-11.75

Mendota 4th place: 4x100m relay
(Jamal Lesley, Robert Botello, Jayden
Lesley, Ethan Escatel), 47.54; Jamal
Lesley, high jump, 5-6

Mendota 5th place: Botello, long
jump, 17-10.75

Mendota 6th place: Carlos, 100m
dash, 11.73; 4x200m relay (Jamal
Lesley, Denault, Botello, Jayden Les-

ley), 1:39.73
(Girls)
Streator 106, LaSalle-Peru 99, St.
Bede 97, Ottawa 95, Mendota 55,
Marquette 51, Hall 34, Putnam
County 2

Mendota 1st place: Aby Buettner,
400m dash, 1:06.55; Mariyah Elam,
high jump, 4-11.75; Rylee Woods,
pole vault, 6-6

Mendota 2nd place: 4x800m
relay (Hannah Kunz, Savannah Len-
ert, Elaina Koch, Riley Erlenborn),
12:21.47;Buettner, longjump, 14-2.5

Mendota 4th place: 4x400m relay
(Eden Pecher, Klaire Knaff, Brooklyn
Baxa, Kara Miars), 5:25.90

Mendota 5th place: Pecher, 100m
hurdles, 19.8; 4x100m relay (Har-
low Foltynewicz, Knaff, Ambrielle
Oquendo, Reushawna Durr), 58.93;
Foltynewicz, high jump, 4-6

Mendota 6th place: 4x200m re-
lay (Erlenborn, Elam, Kate Strouss,
Woods), 2:04.78

Trojan trackmen assigned to Rochelle Sectional

ROCHELLE—The Men-
dota boys’ track team will
participate in the Rochelle
Class 2A Sectional Track &
Field Meet on Wednesday,
May 21. The field events
will begin at 3:30 p.m. and
the running events are set

for a 5 p.m. start.

Other schools com-
peting in the sectional
include Aurora (Central
Catholic), Aurora (Illi-
nois Math and Science
Academy), Byron, Dixon
(H.S.), Freeport (H.S.),

Galena (H.S.) [Coop],
Pecatonica [Coop], Pla-
no, Rochelle, Rock Falls,
Rockford (Boylan Cath-
olic), Sandwich, Sterling
(H.S.), Stillman Valley and
Sycamore (H.S.).

First- and second-place

Mendota to host Stillman Valley
in regional play-in game May 19

STILLMAN VALLEY — The Mendota
Trojans’ baseball team will compete in the
Stillman Valley Class 2A Regional.

The Trojans will begin action by host-
ing Stillman Valley in a play-in game on
Monday, May 19 at 4:30 p.m. The winner

ofthat game will advance to the semifinals

to square off with top-seeded Byron on
Wednesday, May 21 at4:30 p.m. at Stillman
Valley. The other semifinal contest will be
between Rock Falls and Oregon.

The two winners will move on to the
regional championship game on Saturday,

May 24 at 4:30 p.m.

The champion of the Stillman Valley
Regional will continue on to the Men-
dota Sectional where it will battle the
champion of the Johnsburg Regional at

—4:30 p.m.

p.m.

2 p.m. Wednesday, May 28. The other
sectional teams will be the winners of
the Richmond-Burton and Rock Island
Alleman regionals.

Stillman Valley Class 2A
Regional Baseball Tournament
Monday, May 19

1 —(9) Stillman Valley at (8) Mendota

Wednesday, May 21
2—(1) Byronvs. Winner Game 1—-4:30

Thursday, May 22

3 —(4) Rock Falls vs. (5) Oregon —4:30

p.m.

Saturday, May 24
4 — Winner Game 2 vs. Winner Game
3 —4:30 p.m. (championship)

Mendota QB Club golf fundraiser
to aid MHS, youth football programs

MENDOTA - The Men-
dota Quarterback Club will
be sponsoring a public
fundraising event on Friday,
June 13 at the Mendota
Golf Club.

Join the club for its 24th
annual QB Club Golf Out-
ing. Costis $100 per person
with steak dinner included.
The four-person scramble
starts with sign-in and lunch
at 11:30 a.m. and a shotgun
startat 1 p.m. with dinner to

follow at 5:30 p.m. If you
choose not to golf, the steak
dinner is available for $20
per person.

The event is entirely
open to the public.

There will be course
games on various holes such
as closestto the pin, longest
drive, longest putt, etc. It
is sure to be a fun time for
golfers of all skills.

Entry formsare available
online at The Mendota QB

Club Facebook page: face-
book.com/MendotaQbClub
or at the Mendota Golf
Club. Come join in for a
great time and to support
your local Mendota Tro-
jans!

Each year, the club
donates thousands of dol-
lars to both the Mendota
High School and Mendota
Youth Football programs,
and would appreciate your
support.

Softball

Continued from Page B1

The Tigresses tacked on
three runs in the fourth and
six in the fifth.

Mendota managed just
three hits.

Eddy was the starting
pitcher and Tolley finished up.
skesksk

A big first inning was
enough to propel Newman
to a 6-2 conference win over
Mendota on May 7 at the
MHS field.

The Lady Comets sent all
nine batters to the plate in
the opening frame and five
of them scored on four hits,
a walk and an error.

Henkel was the starting
pitcher for Mendota and was
replaced by Eddy to begin
the second. Newman scored
one run on three consecutive
singles in the second to make
it 6-0.

The Lady Trojans got on
the board with two runs in the
third. Alexis Nave was hit by
a pitch and Eddy followed
with a single to send Nave
to third. Henkel delivered a
sacrifice fly to plate one run
and Emily Diaz singled in
the other run.

Eddy managed to keep
Newman off the board the
rest of the way, but Mendota
couldn’tdent the scoreboard

over the final four frames,
despite loading the bases in
the fifth.

The Lady Trojans col-
lected seven hits, led by
Eddy with two singles and
a double. Addison Perry-
man added a single and a
double, while Doyle had a
two-bagger.

skeskeosk

Mercer County handed
Mendota a 14-1 league loss
on May 10 at Aledo.

The Lady Trojans scored
their only run in the fifth
when Doyle walloped a solo
home run.

Eddy was the losing
pitcher.

winners and those who
meet or exceed the qualify-
ing standard in each event,
including relay teams, will
advance to the State final
meet, which is Thursday,
May 29 through Saturday,
May 31 in Charleston.

LaSalle to host
free kids’ fishing
tourney June 7

LaSALLE — The 38th
annual Kids’ Free Fishing
Tournament will be held
Saturday, June 7 at Lock#14
in LaSalle. Registration is
at 8 a.m. and fishing is from
9-11 am.

The tournament is for
boys and girls and will be
divided into two age groups
—4-12and 13-15. Prizes will
be awarded.

Participants should bring
their own tackle (one pole
and one hook). No artificial
lures are allowed. Bait will
be provided.

Snacks and drinks will be
provided to the participants.

The tournament is spon-
sored by the Better Fishing
Association of Northern I1li-
nois, the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources and
the Peru Rescue Station, in
association with the cities of
LaSalle and Peru.

For more information,
call 815-223-2382 or 815-
488-2035.

Ottawa outduels Trojans

OTTAWA -The Mendota
boys’ track team went up
against Ottawa inadual meet
onMay 6 at Ottawa. The host
Pirates claimed first place
with 78 points and Mendota
had 48 points.

The Trojans finished first
in six events. Individual top
finishes went to Jamal Les-
ley in the 100-meter dash
(12.20), Sebastian Carlos in
the 200-meter dash (23.58),
Anthony Kelson in the
1600-meter run (4:53.88)
and Spencer Kain in the
3200-meter run (13:46.90).

Two relays also broke the
tape for Mendota. The 4x100
squad of Jamal Lesley, Car-
los, Jayden Lesley and Ethan
Escatel ran a time of 46.17,
while the 4x800 tandem of
Gavin Stevenson, Hector
Gonzalez, Carlos Toribio
and Kelson was clocked in
9:23.09.

May 6 @ Ottawa
Ottawa 78, Mendota 48

Mendota 1stplace:Jamal
Lesley, 100m dash, 12.20;
Sebastian Carlos, 200m
dash, 23.58; AnthonyKelson,
1600mrun,4:53.88; Spencer
Kain, 3200m run, 13:46.90;
4x100m relay (Jamal Lesley,
Carlos, Jayden Lesley, Ethan
Escatel), 46.17; 4x800m re-
lay (Gavin Stevenson, Hector
Gonzalez, Carlos Toribio,
Kelson), 9:23.09

Mendota 2nd place:
Jayden Lesley, 100m dash,
12.25;Gonzalez,400mdash,
1:03.22; Stevenson, 1600m
run, 5:11.91; Komen De-
nault, polevault, 10-0; Jamal
Lesley, high jump, 5-4

Mendota 3rd place: Josh
Shakespeare, shot put, 34-
9; Aidan Fisher, 800m run,
2:35.35; Escatel, long jump,
16-9

Mendota 5th place: Rob-
ertBotello,200m dash, 26.6;
Toribio, 1600m run, 5:37.04

Mendota 6th place:
Shakespeare, discus, 70-7

Carlos wins 200, 400 at ‘Bago

WINNEBAGO — Men-
dota competed against nine
other teams in the Mike
Mowan Track Invitational
on May 9 at Winnebago. The
host Indians won the event
with 146 points, while the
Trojans finished eighth with
43 points.

Sebastian Carlos had a
pair of first-place finishes
for the Trojans, claiming the
200-meter dash in 23.0 and
the 400-meter dash in 50.01.
May 9 - Mowan Invite
Winnebago 146, Byron 128,
Lena-Winslow 74, Oregon

69, Rockford Lutheran 69,
Forreston 67, Rockford
Christian 50, Mendota 43,
Galena 36, Dakota 19

Mendota 1st place: Se-
bastian Carlos, 200m dash,
23.0; Carlos, 400m dash,
50.01

Mendota 2nd place:
Komen Denault, pole vault,
11-2.5

Mendota 4th place: An-
thony Kelson, 1600m run,
4:45.15

Mendota 6th place: Kel-
son, 800m run, 2:06.71;
Jamal Lesley, high jump, 5-5

Ace in the hole

Ashtyn Stamberger, a freshman at Mendota High
School, hit the first hole-in-one of his career and
the first of the season for the Mendota Golf Club on
Tuesday, May 6. The accomplishment happened on
Hole No. 7 with an 8-iron. Witnesses were Kooper
Novak, Payton Gagliardo, Owen Aughenbaugh and
Evan McPheeters. (Photo contributed)

IDPH issues its annual updated
sport fish consumption

SPRINGFIELD — The
[linois Department of Public
Health (IDPH) has issued its
annual update of advisories
related to the consumption of
sport fish caught in Illinois
waterways. The advisories
are based on routine testing
conducted by the Illinois Fish
Contaminant Monitoring
Program.

IDPH maintains an inter-
active Fish Advisory Map
that includes consumption
advisories for more than 100
publicly accessible bodies
of water across the state.
The advisories detail how
frequently certain types of
fish from various waterways
can be eaten without posing
a health risk. While there
is no known immediate
health hazard from eating
contaminated fish from any
[llinois water body, there
are concerns about effects
of long-term exposure to

polychlorinated biphenyl
(PCB), per- and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances (PFAS),
and methylmercury in fish.
More information can be
found at Fish Advisories
(illinois.gov).

“Fishing inIllinois is ater-
rific recreational activity that
often leads to delicious and
nutritious meals,” said IDPH
Director Dr. Sameer Vohra.
“To make sure those catches
are the safest possible, please
visit IDPH’s Fish Advisory
Map to get the most up to
date information on Illinois’s
consumption advisories.”

Under this year’s advi-
sories:

* Five Illinois bodies of
water have been added to
the list: Duck Creek Lake,
Schuy-Rush Lake, Rock Run
Rookery, Waukegan South
Harbor, and Waverly Lake.

* Advisories for six bodies
of water have been updated.

advisories

The majority of updates were
associated with mercury and
continued PFAS testing,
which was incorporated
into statewide monitoring in
2023. Those bodies of water
are: Cedar Lake, Chamin-
wood Lake, Dongola Lake,
Dutchman Lake, Illinois
River, and Wolf Lake and
Indian Creek.

* Advisories were relaxed
in four water bodies: Big
Muddy River, Lake Bracken,
Monee Reservoir, and Ran-
dolph County Lake.

In addition to this year’s
site-specific updates, a state-
wide methylmercury advi-
sory remains in place for all
[linois waters. The advisory
cautions women who are
nursing, pregnant, or may
become pregnant, and chil-
drenlessthan 15 years ofage
to eat no more than one meal
per week of predatory fish
(e.g.,bass, walleye, salmon).
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Revitalizing alawn in spring is a multifaceted process
but can be well worth the reward when green grass
adds to a beautiful landscape and functional yard.

A spring lawn revitalization strategy

New growth is a hallmark of spring, whether it plays
out in the birth of birds and bunnies or with the returned
buds on trees and plant stalks. While most greenery
rebounds naturally, lawns may need a little extra TLC
in order to return to their once lush, green glory.

Revitalizing alawn in spring is a multifaceted process
but can be well worth the reward when green grass adds
to a beautiful landscape and functional yard. Here is
how to get started when the weather warms.

* Cleanup debris. Spend a few hours raking up leaves
from the lawn and removing any other winter debris like
twigs so that air can reach the grass below. Also remove
any thatch that has developed.

* Test the soil. Take a sample of the soil to determine
its pH level and nutrient needs. Then you can make ad-
justments to set a strong foundation for the lawn to grow.

* Do some weeding. Pull out any weeds that have
poked through early on and apply a pre-emergent her-
bicide to prevent additional weeds from taking over.

» Start the aeration process. A core aerator punches
holesinto the soil. This enables air and water to penetrate
through to the roots.

» Overseed the lawn. Apply grass seeds over the
lawn, paying special attention to any bare or thin areas
so that the seed will fill in the lawn.

» Water consistently. It is important to water the lawn
deeply and consistently, especially when the weather is
dry, to help promote strong root development.

* Time fertilizer correctly. Apply a spring fertilizer
around three weeks after the lawn starts to turn green
or after the first two or three mowings. If fertilizer is
applied too early it can feed weeds instead of the grass
and result in fertilizer runoff.

* Mow to an appropriate height. Begin to mow when
the ground is dry enough and the grass is long enough
to need cutting. Leave some length to the lawn; other-
wise, sunlight will reach the soil and encourage weed
seeds to germinate.

With a little elbow grease at the start of spring,
homeowners can establish strong and healthy lawns.

There is always room for tomatoes

By Melinda Myers

Nothing beats the flavor
of fresh-from-the-garden
tomatoes. Keep them close
at hand by growing one or
more in containers on your
patio, balcony, or front steps.

Any tomato can be grown
in a pot, but determinate va-
rieties are shorter and more
compact, making them a bit
easier to manage in a con-
tainer. They produce fruit
in a relatively short period
of time, making them great
choices for preserving as well
asusing fresh. Look foraD or
determinate on the plant tag,
seed packet or in the catalog
description.

Indeterminate tomatoes,
often designated with an I,
are usually much taller and
continue to grow, flower,
and produce fruit until frost
kills the plant or you pinch
out the growing tip. These
are usually staked or grown
in wire cages to save space,
reduce pest problems and
make harvesting easier.
Many new containers have
built-in trellises or creative
gardeners craft their own,
making it easier and more
attractive to grow these big-
ger plants in pots.

Semi-determinate vari-
eties are in between these
two. They are compact like
determinates, often trailing
but produce fruit throughout
the growing season like in-
determinate varieties.

You cannow find compact
varieties often sold as min-
iature and dwarf plants that
grow well in small 4 to 8”
pots. They are a great option
for those with limited space,
gardening on balconies, in-
doors in a sunny window or
justaboutanywhere. Kitchen
Mini tomatoes, Heartbreak-
ers, Red Velvet and Micro
Tom Thumb are just a few.

Grow one tomato per
container for maximum
productivity. Use a 5-gallon
or bigger container for large

JUMBO ANNUAL &
VEGETABLES
Huge Selection!
BEDDING PLANTS
FULL FLAT 36 PLANTS

SCROLL OR
DECOSTONE
BASKET

PROVEN WINNERS g

Growing tomatoes in containers allows you to start the season earlier. Just move the
planter inside when the weather is harsh and back outside when the weather is warm
and sunny.

varieties and at leasta two to
three gallon or similar size
pot for smaller varieties.
Some research suggests
growing tomatoes in a pot
that is at least 14 inches but
preferably 20 inches wide
will yield greater results.
Adding flowers and herbs
to the container boosts the
beauty and diversity of your
container garden but will re-
duce the number of tomatoes
produced.

Growing tomatoes in
containers also allows you to
start the season earlier. Just
movethe planter inside when
the weather is harsh and back
outside when the weather
is warm and sunny. As the
weather turns cold at the end
ofthe growing season, cover
the planter or move it into a
frost-free location asneeded.
Some gardeners even move
a pot or two inside to finish
off the tomato season.

Plant tomatoes ina con-
tainer with drainage holes
and fill it with a quality
potting mix. Reduce the
time spent watering with a
self-watering potthathasa
reservoir to hold water and
extend the time between
watering. Further reduce
theneed to water by adding
an organic, sustainable soil
amendment.

Water thoroughly when
the top few inches begin
to dry. Mulch the soil
with evergreen needles,
shredded leaves, or other
organic mulch to keep the
soil consistently moist and
suppress weeds. Consis-
tent soil moisture encour-
ages more flowering and
fruiting, while reducing
the risk of blossom end rot,
cracking, and misshapen
fruit.

Harvest tomatoes when
fully colored or leave them

LARGEVARIETY(OF;ATHENS
STONE PRODUCTS

SAVE BIG NOW!{GREAT(DEALS
ON'ALLTSTATUARYJAND

BIRDBATHS

on the plant a few more
days for an even sweeter
flavor. You’ll enjoy the
convenience of harvesting
fresh tomatoes right out-
side your door for use in
salads, sauces, and other
favorite recipes.

(Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the
recently released Midwest
Gardener s Handbook, 2nd
Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant vid-
eo and DVD series and the
nationally syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine and was commissioned
by Wild Valley Farms for her
expertise towritethis article.
Myers’ website is www.Me-
lindaMyers.com.)

Prices effective beginning
May 7, 2025

While supplies last.
Not available to order online
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PREMIUM
GERANIUM

WAVE
PETUNIA MIX

Locally grown Amish hanging ‘2 Pots aﬂ'
baskets starting at 19.99 .5 S
. 7 54.49
£ 8 WM e e
) L THRILLERS ASSORTED
PERENNIALS

GRANDE POT
Assorted Varieties
BACKYARD
CLASSICS
ASSORTED
VEGETABLES

ESSENTIAL -
ACCENT PLANTS PREMIUM X
HANGING BASKETS PLANTER PREMIUM
INCLUDES BOSTON FERNS GERANIUM
SCHULTZ BRAND
ALL AMERICAN BRAND
J SOILS & COMPOST SHADES BRAND POTTING MIX
¥ TOP SOIL PEAT SOIL MULCH POTTING MIX MOISTURE CONTROL
40 Ib bag 40 1b bag : 1 cubic ft bag $7.99 POTTING MIX
$3.49 $3.99 : gac.gt;uc frbags POTTING MIX 2 cubic ft bag $14.99
FOTNG SO P OSLMANURE RED, BROWN, 2 cubic ft bag $13.99 JUST NATURAL
gﬂ'g;’cg ég lggbog GOLD, BLACK MOISTURE CONTROL ORGANIC
J ’ POTTING MIX grilos L

1 cubic ft bag $8.99 | cubicftbag $5.99

These items available at all 11 Sullivan’s Foods stores including:
1102 Meriden St, Mendota, IL 61342 815.539.9341 | 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK | www.sullivansfoods.net

~ gn) Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores.
f Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.
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Gardening is a popular hobby all over
the world. It is estimated there are 71.5
million gardening households in the United
States alone. That translates to around
185.9 million people engaged in some form
ofgardening, which placesthe U.S. among
other countries where gardening is wildly
popular, including Australia and China.

A greater number of people are showing
interestin gardening, which is arewarding
hobby that’s good for the mind and the
body. Those who are new to gardening
may need a crash course to get started.
These pointers can help anyone foster a
newfound passion for gardening.

Choose the best location

Spendtime in the yard and decide where
to house a garden. A far-off corner may
get the most sun, but will you forget about
the garden if it is too far away? Ideally,
the garden should be located where it will
get at least six to eight hours of sun each
day. There also should be a water source
nearby. The spot also should be convenient
so that it is easy to go and pick vegetables
or prune flowers.

Start small

If you’re new to gardening, begin with
asmall garden footprint so that you can get
your feet wet. Araised garden bed canbe a
good starting point because it is contained
and easy to maintain. As your experience
(and garden) grows, you can add to the
garden size the next time around.

Amend the soil

It’s possible but unlikely that the soil
in the backyard is the perfect mix to grow
healthy plants. It’s more likely that the gar-
den will need some soil modification. You
can test the soil makeup with do-it-yourself

Agreater number of people are showing interestin gardening, which is a rewarding
hobby that’s good for the mind and the body. Those who are new to gardening
may need a crash course to get started.

Tips for the gardening beginner

kits or work with a garden center. A gar-
den typically requires a mix of compost
to add nutrients to the dirt; peat moss or
coconut coir to help with water retention
and to make the soil lighter; and vermic-
ulite that helps to retain water. A compost
bin set up at the same time as the garden
allows gardeners to continually produce
nutrient-rich food to add to the garden.
Plant starter guide

It’s best to keep a few things in mind
when planning the garden. Think about
what will grow well in your climate.
Consider how big the garden will be and
the size of mature plants. A small garden
will not be able to accommodate corn, for
example. Also, how would you like the
spaceto look and what will be its function?
Is this a purely aesthetic garden or one that
will be food-bearing?

Start seeds inside

If you’ll be starting a garden from
seeds, it’s best to start indoors before
your region’s frost-free date. This way the
delicate plants will getthe needed care and
can establish before they go outdoors inthe
ground. Keep them humid by covering the
seedlings in plastic wrap. You can start the
seeds in different containers, even empty
egg cartons. Transplant to larger containers
after the seedlings grow a second set of
leaves. Once you’re free from overnight
frost, you can place the established, strong
seedlings in the ground.

Anautomatic watering system, suchasa
timer hooked up to the sprinkler, can keep
the garden well watered, which increases
the chances of success. Then it will only
be amatter of weeks before the garden can
be enjoyed throughout the season.

PROVEN
WINNERS
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Pick Your Savings

(Any 3) 10” Hanging
Basket Combos

$ Normally
$28.99 ea.

(Any 3) 12” Hanging
Basket Combos

|

|

|

|

|

$ Normally |
$45.99 ea. |
- — |

|

|

|

|

Sunday

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ANNIVERSARY
120i Di)l(lon Ave. 1848-2025
Rock Falls
o el caenen www.mazelumber.com
fperson ot fime Selmi’s Water Street, Peru Eam—
Greenhouse
815-223-1742 L — |

Our New Hours:
(April 22nd through June)

Monday-Saturday
8 a.mto 6 p.m.

Pollinators are vital to the health of the ecosystem. Without pollinators, food supplies
would dwindle and the planet’s plant life would suffer.

What’s all the buzz about pollinators?
They’re essential for plant & animal life

Many people live busy
lives, but when they stop to
smell the roses they might
see a pollinator balanced on
the petals. It’s easy to think
of pollen only in terms of
what it does to those suffer-
ing from seasonal allergies,
but pollen is essential for
plant and animal life.

The Ecological Society
of America says pollenisa
plant’s male sex cells that
must be transferred from
one flower to the stigma of
the same flower or another
for the plant to produce
fruit and seed. Although
some of this pollination
occurs naturally, such as
that aided by the wind
or among plants that are
self-pollinating, the wvast
majority of plants cannot
move pollen without help-
ers, or pollinators. Check
out these facts about pol-
linators and pollination to
learn why they’re import-
ant to ecological health.

* Insects are the primary
pollinators, although birds,
bats and other creatures also
can spread pollen around.
The Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation
credit honeybees, bumble-
bees, butterflies, moths,
wasps, flies, and beetles
with pollinating the most
plants. However, the ESA

ey

MazFLumher is proud to be the only Marvin Doo er
. in the entire Illinois Valley. Marvin offers a full line of windows

doors in both standard snzes and custnm sizes. Having so many options

says between 200,000 and
300,000 invertebrate species
are estimated to serve glob-
ally as pollinators.

* Bees and other polli-
nators play critical roles in
food production. The United
States Department of Agri-
culture says more than 100
U.S.-grown crops rely on
pollinators.

* About 75 percent of
all flowering plants rely on
animal pollinators.

* Pollinator.org says blue-
berries, chocolate, coffee,
vanilla, almonds, pumpkins,
and peaches are just some of
the foods and beverages that
are produced with the help
of pollinators.

* Mostbee species native
to North America are “soli-
tary bees.” They don’t live
in colonies and rarely sting
unless physically threatened
orinjured. Bees largely can
beleftalone to do their thing
and people can cohabitate
comfortably nearby.

* Honeybees have differ-
ent jobs than other species.
A honeybee colony is made
up of one reproductive
queen, sexually undevel-
oped female workers and
male drones. Drones mate
with the queen so she can
lay eggs, and the workers
are responsible for caring
for eggs, cleaning the hive

~ MARVIN: X
177 Years Strong — - *W‘”‘;‘;i.w.r;::d;:f”‘

Because of — -
Customers Like You ‘

ves us the opportunity to offer you

a solution to virtually any wmdo challenge you may have.

05142025

and collecting nectar, pollen
and other resources for the
colony.

* Pollinators have been
on the decline for a number
of reasons. The Pollinator
Partnership says threats
to pollinators include pol-
lution, pests, pathogens,
changes in land use that
degrades their habitats, and
climate change. Honeybees,
monarch butterflies and
native bumblebees have
all exhibited declines in
recent years, according to
the USDA Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

» People can help pro-
tect pollinators by creating
pollinator-friendly garden
habitats with native plants
best suited to local areas.
Individuals also can select
old fashioned varieties of
flowers whenever possible,
since breeding has caused
some modern blooms to lose
the nectar/pollen needed
to feed pollinators. Also,
install houses for bats and
native bees to encourage
them to take up residence,
and avoid the use of pesti-
cides around the landscape.

Pollinators are vital to
the health of the ecosystem.
Without pollinators, food
supplies would dwindle and
the planet’s plant life would
suffer.

Sponsors
in this
special
section

can help

with your
Lawn &
Garden
needs!

* Vinyl

* Aluminum
- Wood

« Chain Link

)

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

FENCE & POOL, INC.

2923 N State Route 178, Utica, IL

We Have The Fence You Need

815-667-3667

05032023
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Attract winged friends with these bird feeders

Birds are beautiful crea-
tures that can make a lawn
and garden feel even more
serene. Providing snacks
to supplement what birds
naturally find in the wild
guarantees up close and
personal interactions with
the scores of species that call
neighborhoods home.

Bird feeders are particu-
larly important in colder cli-
mates and during wintertime
when food may be scarce.
Keeping birds well fed helps
them survive over winter and
continue to repopulate in the
spring. Bird feeding isn’t all
for the birds, either. Ashley
Dayer, an associate professor
in the Department of Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
at Virginia Tech, argues
that feeding birds also is a
benefit to humans because
it stimulates compassion for
the animals.

The type of bird feeder a
person places in the yard de-
termines which species may
be drawn to the property. The
following are various types
of feeders to consider.

Suet feeders

Suet cakes are high-ener-

gy food sources that attract

birds like woodpeckers and
nuthatches. They are partic-
ularly beneficial in colder
months or regions where
birds need extra fat for en-
ergy. These cage-like feeders
snap around the rectangular
suet cake and hang from a
pole or tree.
Ground feeder

Ground feeders are simple
screen-bottomed trays that
sit several inches off of the
ground or on a deck to help
keep seeds and grain from
coming in contact with drop-
pings. Ground feeders are a
favorite of juncos, sparrows,
goldfinches, and cardinals,
among others.

Sugar water feeder

These feeders come in
different shapes, from tubes
toround dishes, and are mag-
nets to hummingbirds. They
typically havered coloring to
be more attractive to those
high-speed flyers.

Nyjer bird feeder

Small birds like gold-
finches love to dine on nyjer
seeds, which are tiny, black
thistle seeds. These feeders
are tube-shaped mesh socks
designed to hold this specific
seed. The small feeding ports
prevent seed waste and cater
to the small beaks of finches.

Hopper bird feeder

These are the feeders

many people think of when
they envision bird feeders.
Hopper bird feeders hold a
large amount of seed and
often have a roof or a design
that mimics a house or barn.
The covered design helps to
keep seeds dry and might be
the best hanging feeder for
people who live in areas with
a lot of rain. Hoppers will
attract blue jays, grackles,
cardinals, and blackbirds.
Tube feeders

Tube feeders will attract
an array of birds. They are
cylindrical in shape with
various ports to enable birds
to perch and feed.

Window and
smart bird feeders

These types of bird feed-
ers attach to windows to
allow homeowners to view
the birds up close. Smart
varieties have cameras on
the feeders that will send a
feed via an app to a smart
phone or computer. Some
even may identify the bird
species on the feeder at any
given point in time.

Bird feeders provide
enjoyment for bird watch-
ers and nutritious food for
various species.

Wise waterlng strategles to heIp alawn thrlve

A number of factors can
affect how well a garden or
lawn takes root. Wateringis a
key element ofany landscape
care strategy, and one that
homeowners should educate
themselves aboutifthey want
to maintain a lush, healthy
lawn throughout spring and
summer.

Homeowners hoping to
keep their lawns lush and
green throughout summer
can learn some effective wa-
tering strategies to achieve
that goal.

Check the
irrigation system

Water Sense®, an EPA
Partnership Program, ad-
vises following four steps at
the start of spring: inspect,
connect, direct, and select
for clock timer-controlled
irrigation systems. Make
sure the system doesn’t
have any clogged, broken
or missing sprinkler heads.
Examine points where the
sprinkler heads attach to
pipes or hoses to make sure
there are no leaks. The EPA
says even a leak as small as
the tip of a pen can waste
6,300 gallons of water per
month. Adjust the sprinkler
heads so that they only hit
the landscape elements rather
than sidewalks or driveways.
Align the watering schedule
with the seasons.

Invest in an
impact sprinkler

An impact sprinkler on a
tripod can be an effective op-
tion for those without built-in
irrigation systems. These
sprinklers rotate in circles
to help deliver an even spray
of water that mimics rainfall.
[t’s easy to adjust their spray
pattern and a sprinkler on a
tripod can spray over the top
ofbushes and flower gardens.

Drip irrigation
systems are superior

According to Rainbird.
com, drip irrigation tubing
and emitters slowly distrib-
ute water to the right spots
of a landscape. They can
be placed at ground level or
buried underground. Water
soaks directly to the roots,
minimizing water loss from
runoff and evaporation.
Some research suggests drip
irrigation can effectively
cover 25 percent more area
than the average sprinkler
system. It also tends to de-
liver more than 95 percent
water efficiency.

Skip the schedule

Watering a lawn or gar-
den should not be ruled by
a schedule, but other factors
that will determine when
water is needed. Daytime
temperatures, wind condi-
tions, soil type, lawn type,
and recent rainfall will
determine how much water
the landscape really needs.
Overwatering can be just
as bad as underwatering.
For those with underground
watering systems, water sen-
sors can trigger the system
to turn on rather than a time

the seasox
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on a clock.
Avoid midday watering

The sun is hottest in the
middle of the day. Watering
during this time means that
much of the water will be
lost to evaporation before it
can get to thirsty lawns and
plants.

It pays to be smart
about watering. Home-
owners also can consider
rain collection barrels to
offset municipal or well
water usage and be more
eco-conscious about their
watering efforts.
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* Tree Extraction * Tree Trimming - Lawn Care - Patios

* Fire Pits -

Retainer Walls - Paver Edging
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Call For Your Free Estimate!
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How to prepare outdoor
spaces for entertaining

Memorial Day weekend is a popular time to enter-
tain. For many, the weekend marks the first outdoor
entertaining opportunity of the year, which is certainly
something to look forward to.

As outdoor entertaining season begins, homeowners
cantake these steps to prepare their outdoor living spaces
for the first big backyard get-together of the year.

* Break out the power washer. Pressure washing is
an important component of spring home cleanup. The
warmer temperatures
of spring allow water
from power washing
to dry more quickly,
which can decrease
the chances thatmold |
and mildew will grow
on surfaces like sid-
ing. A freshly power
washed home also
makes for a wel-
coming entertaining
space. Apower wash-
eralso can beused on
outdoor entertaining
spaces to remove dirt
and debris that built
up over the winter.
Justmake sure toread
manufacturer instruc-
tions before using
a power washer to
clean paving stones,
decks and outdoor furniture.

* Inspect outdoor furniture. Now is a good time to
inspect outdoor furniture if the task was not performed
in late fall or early winter before items were moved into
the garage or placed in storage. Check to make sure
furnishings are still safe to use, addressing any issues
before guests come over for a Memorial Day weekend
gathering. Wash cushions for outdoor furniture and
replace any that might be showing their age.

* Clean the grill. A thorough cleaning of the grill also
is in order prior to summer entertaining season. Many
homeowners do little orno grilling during winter, so now
is the time to give grilling surfaces and the interior of
the grill a deep cleaning. Check for leaks if using a gas
grill, and scrub the interior of any grease that accumu-
lated last season. Many grilling experts advise lighting
a grill and letting it burn for roughly 20 minutes prior to
putting any foods on the grates for the first time. Such
a strategy allows residual fluids like soap, vinegar and
de-greasing products used when cleaning the grill to
burn off before food is placed on the grates.

* Inspect the landscaping, too. It’s not just seating
areas like patios and decks that need some investigation
prior to outdoor entertaining season. Take a walk around
the landscape and make sure there’s no potentially
dangerous spots where people could be injured when
playing backyard games. Fill in any holes with soil and
fresh grass seed, and inspect trees to see if any branches
need to be pruned.

Summer entertaining season begins each Memorial Day
weekend. Homeowners can take various steps to ensure
their outdoor entertaining spaces are comfortable and safe.

Power washing a deck prior
to outdoor entertaining season
can make it a more welcoming
space for guests.
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IAL & RESIDENTIAL
landscapingteamrosales@gmail.com
Francisco Reyes

*Free estimates
Fully Insured

/ Mulching
/A Tree Stump Removal

/A Power Wash

/7 Snow Removal

A Gutter Cleaning

/A Storm Damage Cleanup

A Fertilizing

A Leaf Removal & much more!

Hardware
Lumber
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Decks
Cabinets
Countertops
Roofing
Siding
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Tools
Doors
Windows
Paint
Pole Barns
Drywall
Plumbing
Electrical
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Accessing God’s power
through grace and faith

God has a great plan
for each person’s life,
and He wants us to enjoy
every day of our lives.
But we can’t do it if we
live in fear and lack con-
fidence. Confidence is the
belief that you’re able to
do what you need to do.
God gives us confidence,
but we need to know how
to access it by faith.

God-given confidence
is actually the grace of
God. We usually hear
grace defined as God’s
undeserved favor or God
doing something for you
that you don’t deserve.
But it’s really more than

that. [t was life-changing
for me to learn that grace
isalso God’s power, free-
ly given to me, to enable
me to do with ease what
I could not do on my
own with any amount of
struggle or effort.

Think about this for a
minute. Everyone who
accepts Jesus as their
Savior is taught that
we’re saved by grace
through faith. Ephesians
2:8-9 (NKJV) says, “For
by grace you have been
saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone

From School
Projects to the
Big Game, we
celebrate the

events that shape

our lives.

We're here to share

the stories with you,

our friends and all of
our readers.

Real Events

;
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REAL PAPER e REALINK e REAL NEWS

Proud member of the lllinois Press Association
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should boast.” But the
same way we are saved is
the way we are supposed
to live. In other words,
once we are born again,
God wants us to do ev-
erything in life by grace
through faith.

This has been one of
the greatest revelations
of my life. I remember
how exciting it was to
realize that God is not just
there to help us when we
have an emergency. God
wants to be involved in
every single thing we do
on a day-to-day basis.
There’s nothing you’re
involved in that God
doesn’t care about, and
He wants you to pray and
ask Him to help you with
every detail of your life.
He doesn’t want you to
live striving in your own
effortto doanything. God
wants to be your close,
personal, intimate friend.

I was a Christian for
years before I learned how
to access God’s grace, or
power, to live my every-
day life. First, I had to
get an understanding that
once I was saved, God
didn’t expect me to live
rightby my own strength.
Just as I couldn’t “earn”
salvation through my own
works or effort, I also
couldn’treally change my
heart or behavior in my
own strength. Jesus says
in John 15:4 (NIV), “...
No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.”

A BIG THANK YOU fto the
2024-2025 NIE Sponsors
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ENJOYING

EVERYDAY LIFE

with

Every day we need
to come to God and tell
Him, “God, I can do
nothing without You.
Nothing in my life is
going to work without
You. Apart from You,
there is nothing good in
me. My confidence is in
You. I need You all the
time. I believe You and
trust You, Lord.” When
we humble ourselves
before God and ask Him
for help, we can access
His grace through faith.

So, to help you do
that, I want to share three
things that commonly
short-circuit our faith,
cutting off our access to
God’s power: complain-
ing, self-pity, and pride.

* Complainingisaneg-
ative attitude that keeps
us from being thankful
for all God has done, is
doing, and will do. Itis a
sin we need to repent of,
and then be determined to
thank God in all things,
at all times. His grace
and blessings always
outweigh the things we
think are wrong in our life.

* Self-pity is simply a
“poor me” attitude. Itisa
form of idolatry because
it causes you to focus
on yourself and think,

“What about me?” But

we can’t be pitiful and
powerful at the same
time, so let’s decide to
give up all self-pity.

* Pride takes credit for
what God has done and
steals His glory. [t makes
us independent of God,
and we can’t bear good
fruit apart from Christ.

Before I learned how
to live my life by God’s
grace, [ wasamess. [ was
anagging wife, a manip-
ulator, and controlling.
And I wasn’t satisfied
living like that. Then God
helped me by opening my
eyestoseethatlcouldn’t
really change until [ start-
ed taking His Word seri-
ously and trusted Him to
change me. When I made
a firm decision to pray
and study the Word in
areas where I was weak,
then God’s grace gave
me the power I needed
to overcome the things
that were wrong. And |
keep going forward in
my journey with God the
same way today.

God has all the power
you need to do anything
you need to do. He loves
you and wants to give you
His power to live your
daily life with joy. Lean

on Him with absolute
trust in His wisdom and
goodness, and live with
God-given confidence.
koK sk

Formore on this topic,
order Joyce’s five-part
teaching resource Bold,
Confident and Coura-
geous. You can also
contact us to receive our
free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling
(800) 727-9673 or visit-
Ing Www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New
YorkTimesbestsellingau-
thor and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc.
She has authored more
than 150 books, includ-
ing BATTLEFIELD OF
THE MIND and OVER-
COMINGEVERYPROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life program,
which is broadcast to
millions in over 110
languages. For more
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views
and opinions expressed
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are
those of the respective
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of
Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Check out the
“Help Wanted”
ads in the
Marketplace of
The Mendota
Reporter

every week!
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS
Rev. Greg Nelson, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
M-6pm.,Tu-8am,W-8:I10am,
Th-8am,F-7am.
Weekend Mass
Sat - 8 a.m. (Ist Saturday only), 4 p.m.; Sun -
6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon (Spanish)
Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Sun - 9 am.
Confession

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Worship
In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

May 15 - Noon-5 p.m. Garage sale
May 16 - 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Garage sale
May 17 - 8:30-11 a.m. Garage sale

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)

TUESDAY - Prayer group 7 p.m.

V\
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UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444
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Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org

SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

.
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NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor

www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH

Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of
Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave.

If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lean build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [ can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants
on this page urge
you to attend a

(815) 539-5626

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube

Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

DIRECTORY
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of Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Pastor Laurie Walker
Fellowship 9:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School following
children’s message
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota
May 15 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
May 16 - 12:30 p.m. HOH pickup;
3 p.m. Unload & stock HOH foods
May 17 - 8:30-10 a.m. Family pan-
cake breafast & craft
May 20 - 10 a.m. Produce sorting

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He

might have the supremacy.” col. 1:18
1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.
Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

May 15 - 5:15 p.m. Immanuel Council
meeting
May 18 - Last day of Sunday School

Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.coml/ilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook
page for more information.
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THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

Is not wisdom found among

_ theaged? Does not long life

. bring understanding? To God

\ belong wisdom and power;

counsel and understanding
are His.

<\ JOB 12:12,13 /v~

Detail of “The Artist's Mother: Head and Bust,
Three-Quarters Right” by Rembrandt van Rijn (1628)

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7211

FIRST STATE BANK

house of worship
this week.
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706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348
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Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
following children’s message
FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove
Pastor Brian Hamiel

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us
to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.
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B[BLE TR[VIA by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Jonah (KJV) in the
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Which hour mentioned in the
Bible means the last possible
moment that something can be
done? First, Second, Eleventh,
Twelfth

3. Hebrews 9 says that when Christ
appears a second time, it will be
to ... . Awake the Heavens, Start
anew, Save those who look for
Him, Cease all evil

4. How many times did the
Israelites march around the walls
of Jericho? 1, 2, 7, 13

5. From | Kings 17, the ravens
brought Elijah bread and ... . Water,
Oil, Flesh, Nuts

6. What Philistine city was home
to Goliath? Jericho, Bethel, Gaza,
Gath

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Eleventh, 3)
Save those who look for Him, 4) 13,
5) Flesh, 6) Gath

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, IlI.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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Classified

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

MENDOTA ¢« EARLVILLE ¢« LAMOILLE « TROY GROVE « SUBLETTE ¢« COMPTON ¢« WEST BROOKLYN « LELAND

101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on April 28,
2025 a certificate was
filed in the Office of the
County Clerk of LaSalle
County, lllinois, setting
forth the names and
post-office  addresses
of all persons owning,
conducting and trans-
acting the business
known as KJ&D-Lux
located at 1408 Mer-
iden Street Mendota,
IL. 61342.
Dated: April 28, 2025.
Luguer Desirena, Je-
sus Enrique Romero
Ramirez & Jesus Anto-
nio Martinez Guzman
Applicants.
No. 0501
(May 7,
2025)

14 and 21,

NOTICE
OF PUBLIC MEETING

On May 16, 2025 at
9:00 AM, a meeting
conducted by Mendota
Township High School
#280 will take place at
2300 West Main Street,
Mendota. The purpose
of the meeting will be
to discuss the district’s
plans for providing
special education ser-
vices to students with
disabilities who attend
private schools and
home schools within
the district for the 2025
- 2026 school year. If
you are a parent of a
home-schooled student
who has been or may
be identified with a dis-
ability and you reside
within the boundaries
of Mendota Township
High School, you are
urged to attend.

If you have further
questions  pertaining
to this meeting, please
contact Dr. Denise
Aughenbaugh at 815-
539-7446.

203

HELP WANTED

No. 0506
(May 14, 2025)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on May 7,
2025 a certificate was
filed in the Office of the
County Clerk of LaSalle
County, lllinois, setting
forth the names and
post-office  addresses
of all persons owning,
conducting and trans-
acting the business
known as Bodmer Re-
pair located at 4019 E.
050th Road Mendota,
IL. 61342.
Dated: May 7, 2025.
Dennis Bodmer & Crys-
tal Bodmer Applicants.
No. 0507
(May 14, 21 and 28,
2025)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on May 6,
2025 a certificate was
filed in the Office of the
County Clerk of LaSalle
County, lllinois, setting
forth the names and
post-office  addresses
of all persons owning,

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL
NOTICE Advance
Fee Loans or Credit
Offers Companies
that do business

by phone can't ask

you to pay for credit

HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal
Trade  Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facilityy, —~may  cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

511
STORAGE UNITS

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT:

MENDOTA
1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262

specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES  WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, II. 61342

Available:

20X20 $195 [ 10X10 $100
Call

ADAM 815-830-4422 TRACY 815-791-4582
Janko Realty Advantage Property Mgmt

10022023

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

309 SPLIT Firewood For Sale.

PETS AND SUPPLIES Contact 779-251-0254
Free Kittens 405

Beautiful, HOUSES FOR SALE

Playful and ALL REAL ESTATE advertised

P herein is subject to the Federal

Fr_lendly Fair  Housing Act, which

Kittens makes it illegal to advertise

any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national origin,

looking for
their Forever

Homes or intention to make any such
preferences, limitation  or
Call discrimination. We will

815-615-8408 not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. All

conducting and trans- . ! : . . i
The City of Amboy is accepting acting the business before you get it. For Services may publish dickharms@hotmail.com 307 Fr?e:tsonsd\;;iingirebya(;r\]/fgrrt?;zg
. . . . known as Rosales MO information, call  advertisements of the are available on an equal
applications for a part time police | |andscaping  (Lawn ©'free  1877-FTC- senvices for which it is MISCELLANEOUS  oportunity basis.
officer for the police department. f)igvt'gg itLjTg?jgfi{neg} FORSALE ,
Must be PTI Certified. son Street Mendota, IL. 203
Applications are gﬁ:ﬁf May 6, 2025. HELP WANTED
available at city hall. Francisco Reyes Ro- :
. sales Applicant. ¢ g . 2 N
The deadline to No. 0508 s Ry ROCHELLE
. d May 14, 21 and 28, - i
ooz (T 2 T (= | News-Leader
. = ] == __§F T
4:30 p.m. START AN EXCITING
601 NEW JOB WITH THE P rt . I I
O CLES FOR SALE ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER! art-time loca
Multimedia Sales d | d i
Consultant € |Very river

2021 Chevy 1500 Grew Cab 4x4 LTZ Z71

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients
build their business, then you may be a perfect
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern lllinois,
helping them market their products and services
through a variety of highly visible, popular and
effective local media vehicles.
2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ Z71, Blue, 63K Miles,
GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior,

Heated/Cooled Seats, LEER Topper, Running Boards & More!

$36,900

® 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
e 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a
regular basis to help clients grow their audience
and reach new customers, then we would like to
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent
communication and organizational skills with a
positive personality and team-player approach.
Previous media sales or related marketing
experience is a plus, including print, digital and
social media advertising.

® 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

® 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

The sky is the limit on earning potential and
career development in this position. We offer a
competitive base salary plus commission.

Reconditioning Process
® 3-Day/150-Mile Customer

Satisfaction Guarantee

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their
2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K 2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, 70K resume to the following address:

Miles, White. $39,900 Miles, White Thls pOSItlon IS
Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken
P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE

2021 Chevy 1500 Z71 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ
Topper, 63K Miles, Blue $36,900

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2022 Chevy Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, Leather, 87K
Miles, Gray. $31,900

2020 Chevy Equinox Premier AWD, 100K
Miles, Maroon $16,900

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.

No phone calls please.

perfect for someone looking to

03262023

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4, Diesel,
83K Miles, Blue. $48,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Longbox LT 4x4 Z71,
77K Miles, Red $25,900

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 111K
Miles $20,900

2017 GMC 1500 Double Cab SLE, 89K Miles, Gray
$22,900

We
LVWVE LOCAL
Businesses

Talk to us today about community-
focused advertising and promotional
opportunities to attract more customers
to your small business!

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab RST Z71, 105K Miles,
White $28,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

2016 Chevy Equinox AWD LTZ 4-cyl, 64K Miles,
Silver. $13,900

from a live auction

A live auction can be a great place to source
cattle. If you're on the fence about going to a
cattle auction in your area, here are four good
reasons to attend.

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL
www.vaessenbrothers.com

1. You'll have access to a variety of animals.
You'll be able to view and bid on a large va-
riety of cattle of different breeds and pe-
digrees. If you buy cattle privately, you'll have
to visit numerous farms to see the same kind
of selection.

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.

W
=

2. You'll get good value for your money. At a
cattle auction, you'll be able to negotiate a
fair price for the cattle you want. Conversely,
if you buy cattle from a private farmer, they
set the price and often won't consider negotia-
ting.

GMF Financing or Leasing

FIND ROADS

=25
@r‘lié“g;@@%mﬂw

PO Box 300 | Mendota, IL
815-539-9396 | www.mendotareporter.com

The benefits of purchasing cattle

Going once... going twice...

3. You'll be certain of
your investment. If
you purchase cattle from a live auction, the
animals come with health papers. This al-
lows you to rest assured knowing the cattle
you buy are in good health. These papers
aren't required when selling cattle privately.

4. You'll be able to network. Attending a cat- &
tle auction will give you the opportunity to get |
to know other people and organizations in
the agricultural industry. This can be useful
for promoting and expanding your business.

Deadlines

Friday
at 12 pm noon

Call 815-539-9396

If you're still hesitant about attending a live
cattle auction, don't be afraid to ask the more
seasoned farmers in your area for their advice.

Here’s why consistent
advertising with us is a great
way to build top of mind
awareness:

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind...

STAY TOP

OF MIND

With Local
Cconsumers

It's a Smart Investment

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

7Zoutof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
in a circular.

Nearly

70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers
Stay Top of Mind and Save each month.
With Our Monthly and

Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Adgg:rtise With Us

@ﬁ?gﬁé@ﬁ:@m gp@fl&f

815.539.9396

T'S TIME
TO ADVERTISE
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AUTO SALES

CARPENTRY

- V= + New Homes
—— / » Remodeling
BS N * Kitchens
ST - - Baths
Hector Diaz - Additions
307 Plaza Dr. * 815-538-2412 Sales & Leasing Consultant “+ Garages
COMPLETE JP Chevrolet YDl
AUTO REPAIR If/[,f«@ Nissan - Chevrolet * Ceramic Tile
£
ENGINES < TRANSMISSIONS 3675 Frontage Rd. . Y ”
:&E%ﬁggg : o L Sinst (815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP
Computer Diagnostics 815-223-7000 + Fax: 815-224-4288 « www.jpchevy.com License #104005528
| ELECTRICSERVICES | FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
GENERAC GENERAC Euweta Savings
——] BANI@(' -
GENERATOR BELCHER ,.
s JD2ELCHER Forallyour home| | pSmetme el
|Oaﬂ needs, See NMLS#461073 NMLS#477892
SERVICE, 309-246-2102 1
Anna Arteaga
ANI] 1696 STATE ROUTE 17 NMLS #461075 FIRST STATE BANK
LACON, IL o o . -
INSTALLATION oLl 1300 13th Ave. » Mendota, IL 61342 7706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota

(815) 539-5656 « www.eurekasavings.com

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

E© Jin|

I_fj] Mathesius Electric LLC
Greg Mathesius

* Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

 Commercial GENERAC
» Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Midland [=]

BRIGHTER TOGETHER

1-855-696-4352
midlandsb.com

Midland States Bank is Member FDIC.

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Catherine Wasmer

Wa smef

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

Meyers will
move for you!

Q 1 cour

and careful..
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

We’re your full service
grocery store!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota ® 815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm © 7 days a week

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota ¢ Earlville

815-539-5651

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING
I

NORTHERN TLINOIS

Industrial ¢ Commermal Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®

705 lllinois Ave. * 815-539-5142

License #104005528
www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

All About - Suspensions
MUCH MORE

Now Carrymg New & Used Tlres

PLUMBING &8 HEATING

G

PI.IIMBING & HEA'I'ING, INC.

Heating * Air Conditioning
* Plumbing * Appliances
+ Electrical + Fireplaces
+ Water Softeners * Bath
Remodels

815-882-2111
404 W Main St  McNabb

turnto the experts grassersplumbingheating.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

NLM

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

Nightengales

Thrift Shop

108 lefferson St, Mendota

1SI and 3rd

Saturday -
/2 0ff

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
STIHL

jHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainsireetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

SERVICE +Husqvarna Mowers

+ Dixon ZTR Paris

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396
\'% N

@ﬂ)@%«;ﬁmﬂ, Aeporter

Wlihu Your
Hometltown News

TRANSPORTATION

55 Mendota
Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:

+ Transportation Services
+ Caregiver Support & Services

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource

+ Options Counseling Center)

+ Lending Closet + Advocacy

+ Senior Health Insurance + Information & Assistance
Program + Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

815-539-7700 + mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

JAKE 815-303-3751
JORDAN 815-252-3521
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LOCALS
Have Wlore Fun

Get out and support ou: local
shops, restaurants and events!
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JNOATYAATE

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS KITCHEN & BATH [TOWING |

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. * Mendota
8

15-539-9311
ASSISTED /INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St.
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075

AUTO REPAIR

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille

www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.

815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

Rt. 251 S.

www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru

CABINETRY AND STAIRS

Starved Rock Wood Products

815-538-7797
1605 Division Street ® Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL
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Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. * 815-538-5316

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove

ELECTRICAL /CONTRACTING

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St.

EXCAVATING AND SEWER

TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
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1905 13th Ave.
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank

706 Washington St. « Main
1403 13th Ave. ¢ Plaza
815-538-2265
firststatebank.biz

Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin
815-638-2111

Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St.

815-643-2121

Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville « Paw Paw ¢ Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

Maze Lumber
Water Street ® Peru
815-223-1742

Mendota YMCA

1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/
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815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK

Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839

2112 W. Main St.
815-539-8500

1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES
DeLa O

Grocery * Deli » Meats * Catering
710 Jefferson St.
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St.
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC

Davis Family Health, LLC
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING
CONTRACTORS
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123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating,

Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH /HOSPICE
In-Home Care Connection
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton

815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

ICE CREAM SHOP

Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop

1206 Sixth Ave. « Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS

RC Service Co. — Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. ® 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. » 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH

Maze Lumber
Water Street ® Peru
815-223-1742

SITK

1619 N. Main St. * Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799

1605 Division Street ¢ Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY VAPE/SMOKE SHOP

Smooth Smokes and Vapor
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS

Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave.

815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer

4266 E. 4th Road

815-539-5321

Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.

815-538-5142

www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE

Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM

Rt. 251 N.

815-539-6601

www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING

Maze Lumber
Water Street ® Peru
815-223-1742

Breaking The Prairie Museum and

Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING

Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St.
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Cily of
M@]ﬂldl@ﬂ:ﬁl

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459
www.mendota.il.us

FINANCIAL +

CREDITIUNION

. . Membership Open to the Communit
Triple Service REP y
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

S

1905 13th Avenue | Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3444

(Y ESia

POST FRAME BUILDERS e

N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road

815-539-9325

New construction & repair

REALTORS

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road * Sublette
815-535-6295 ¢ Lorierbes@gmail.com

FIRST
STATE
BANK

Homestead Realty 706 Washington St. 1 1403 13th Ave.
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 Mendota
815-539-3811

firststatebank.biz | 800.362.9623
fXOMHn B bic

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive
815-539-9000

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St. 715
815-539-7100

Washington Street
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant 815-539-5651
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060

Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING

®_o
DuroLast Roofing ‘oo
705 Tllinois Ave. .... < .... N U M A R K
815-539-5142 o9 o

CREDITUNION

WHERE YOU ARE FAMILY

License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St.
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Earlville | Paw Paw | Sublette

NUMARKCU.ORG

Federdally Insured by NCUA

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.
815-539-9311

Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. » 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic * 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Drive

815-539-7700

mendotaseniors1978 @yahoo.com

do

LOCAL
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