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ROCHELLE

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle is a thriving Mid-
western community offer-
ing an experience for all
tastes — from relaxation
to exhilaration — with that
hometown feel. Rochelle
is bustling with activity in
the summer months with a
monthly Outdoor Market,
Concerts & Movies in the
parks, golf, swimming,
hiking and more.

Fall continues to bring
our Outdoor Market, the
Annual 30 Men Who
Cook event, Homecom-
ing celebrations, and of
course Hub Football. The
beauty of fall brings Hay
Day, a trail of decorated
hay bales throughout our
community. A Classic
Downtown Christmas is
celebrated in December
with a fully lit parade
and bustling Downtown.
Spring boasts the Vince
Carney Community The-

ater’s Spring production,
our annual Irish Hooley,
a community-wide Easter
egg hunt, and our Cinco de
Mayo celebration.

Our newest Downtown
addition, Kennay Farms
Distilling offers abit ofhis-
tory along with tastes ofthe
country with craftbeerand
spirits and the educational
tour experience.

Chicagoland Skydiving
Center is jumping with
activity year-round from
skydiving spring thru fall
and the addition of the
Flight Deck Bar and Grill,
openyear-round. Located
oneither side of the BNSF
and Union Pacific Rail-
road tracks, Rochelle’s
Railroad Park is a sight to
see for railfans. The park
features a gift shop and a
gazebo for train-spotting.

Take a stroll through
our historic downtown
and visit the 1918 Stan-

dard Oil Filling Station
and the Flagg Township
Historical Museum. Ro-
chelle is the childhood
home of actress Joan Al-
len. Ms. Allen attended
Rochelle Township High
School as a teen where
she was nominated "Most
Likely to Succeed." Asa
three-time Oscarnominee
and Tony award winner,
she has done justthat. Ro-
chelle makes the perfect
film location for large-
scale movie production.

"A Thousand Acres,"
starring Michelle Pfeiffer
was filmed throughout
Downtown and in the
country surrounding the
community. More re-
cently the movie "At Any
Price" was filmed Down-
town Rochelle featuring
the iconic Hub Theater as
a backdrop. The movie
starred Zac Efron and
Dennis Quaid.

HERITAGE FESTIVAL

August 15, 16 & 17, 2025
ATWOOD PARK

FREE Admission! FREE Entertainment!
FREE Kids Zone!

e Carnival & Games ¢ Great Food Car
Show ¢ Craft Show ¢ Beer Garden
e Parade e Live Music

Everyone WELCOME

For more

info & full

Follow entertainment
LHHEF on schedule, visit us |

online:

www.LHHFest.com m

flo
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OREGON

OREGON — Nestled
on the banks of the scenic
Rock River, there lies a
small Illinois town that
welcomes its residents
and visitors to Uncover
Oregon. Our land’s deep
history and scenery earned
the town its name “Or-
egon” which translates
to “River of the West” by
the Potawatomi and Win-
nebago Indian Tribes.

Oregon’s roots are cap-
tured today with one of'its
most prized landmarks-
the ‘Blackhawk Statue”-
which overlooks the Rock
River Valley just north of
our charming town. Origi-
nally named The Eternal
Indian, Black Hawk Statue
is dedicated to the chief of
the Sauk Indian tribe and
connects Oregon not only
to the Indian Tribes that
founded our land but also
tothe scenic landscape that
our area surrounds.

Today, the Oregon area
has taken onanew life. Our
outdoor recreation, arts,
festivals, and unique lo-
cal businesses captivate a
small piece of what makes
the Oregon Area inviting
for everyone. While em-
bracing our small town
charm and unique history,
the people of Oregon pride
themselves on creating a
welcoming, inclusive, and
thriving future as the heart
of our surrounding area.

One of'the town’s more
interesting clubs is the
Blackhawk Model Rail-
road Club, located on the
second floor of Conover
Square, featuring an in-
teresting array of model
trains and people who
collect them. Conover
Square, an old converted
piano factory, has a num-

ber of restaurants, stores,
antiques and even a city
museum.

While maintaining a
number of parks, the
Oregon Park District also
offers a variety of other
activities, ranging from
a kayak club to a farm-
ers’ market. Besides the
art gallery at the Oregon
Public Library, there are
15 outdoor sculptures
comprising the “Oregon
Sculpture Trail.” The trail
includes many of sculptor
Laredo Taft’s works, in-
cluding Blackhawk Statue,
which overlooks the Rock
River at Lowden State
Park south of town, and
The Soldiers’ Monument
on the courthouse lawn.
Local sculptor Jeff Adams
alsohasanumber ofworks
on the trail.

Oregon has a very
unique history. The first
European to visit the land
was pioneer John Phelps.
Phelps first visited the area
in 1829 and returned in
1833 hoping to find a suit-
able site to settle. By Dec.
4, 1838, due in large part
to the efforts of Phelps and
his brothers B.T. Phelps
and G.W. Phelps, the land
was claimed, subdivided
and certified by the Ogle
County clerk as Oregon

In 1839, Oregon City
was renamed Florence
after a visitor compared
the scenic beauty of the
Rock River to the Italian
city of the same name.
Florence wasused foronly
about three years when
the city opted to revert to
its original name, sans the
word “city,” in 1843,

The city of Oregon was
first organized under an
act of the Illinois General
Assembly which was ap-
proved on April 1, 1869.
By the 1870s the town of
Oregon and nearby area
was home to around 2,000
people.OnMarch 29,1873
the city was reorganized
because of an act of the
[linois legislature which
allowed municipalities to
incorporate as cities and
villages.

The Ogle County
Courthouse was built in
1891. Sculptor Lorado
Taft designed and erected
a50-foot-tall (15 m) statue
on a bluff overlooking the
Rock River valley just
north ofthe city. Originally
named The Eternal Indian,
it is now known as the
“Black Hawk” Statue after
the chiefofthe Sauk Indian
tribe that once inhabited
the area.

MT. MORRIS

MORRIS —
Mentlon the Fourth of July
and most local residents
immediately think of Mt.
Morris. And with good
reason. Besides hosting
the largest Fourth of
July celebration in Ogle
County, this little village
of 3,000 is home to the
Illinois State Freedom
Bell, which was officially
dedicated in 1963.

Mt. Morris is also a
musical haven. No sum-
mer in Mt. Morris would
be complete without
the weekly Kable News
band concerts, which
have been held every
Wednesday night during
the summer for the past
119 years. A pie and ice
cream social is always
held an hour before.

Although not nearly
as old, another equally
popular feature is the
Friday Night Concerts,
also held in the down-
town band shell on the
campus lawn, at Frontand
Wesley, just two blocks
south of Illinois Route
64.Friday night concerts
provide local talent the
opportunity to come to
the stage and present a
fun evening for the com-
munity. Each Friday eve-
ning, local organizations
provide food, groups and
organizations also pro-
vide concessions of their
own offering sandwiches
and more.

Friday nights also
feature the Community
Farmer’s Market with
locally grown produce

and homemade items.
Visit the Union Savings
parking lot at the corner
of Wesley Avenue and
Illinois Route 64 through
the last Friday in October.

Another big attraction
is the fourth annual U.S.
National Straw Sculpting
competition in August
on the historic Mt. Mor-
ris campus. Based on a
similar competition in a
small town in Germany,
local artist Fran Volz said
the competition is open to
everyone.

And music is in the air
the second Saturday of
June for PorchFest. Porch-
Fest features a variety of
musical performances
on — you guessed it — lo-
cal porches! Music runs
through the town.
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STRONGER
TOGETHER

%E SinNissIPPl CENTERS

Services for all ages including

* Individual and family counseling
* Relationship counseling
* Treatment for mental illness

SinNissiPPl CENTERS

Together we inspire wellness

800-242-7642

www.sinnissippi.org

Byron
(815) 209-0998

@ X ¢ in D

Rochelle
(815) 562-3801
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(815) 732-3157

BYRON — The City
of Byron welcomes you
to the community on the
"Gateway to the Rock
River Valley". Byron is a
modernurban community
with a friendly rural char-
acter. Byron is attractive
to new businesses and
residents because of its
proximity to all that big
cities have to offer but
maintains its small-town
feel.

The City of Byron was
incorporated in 1878,
although the town offi-
cially commemorates its
foundingin 1835, the year
in which Jared Sanford
stopped to stake a claim
on his way to Midway
(now Rockford). Byron
is a historic city and
quaint tourist destination
which is showcased by
the beautiful Rock River.
Byron boasts a wonder-
ful natural setting with
numerous recreational
venues, such as the
Byron Forest Preserve,
Byron Park District and
the Byron Museum of
history.

We are known for
our award-winning golf
course, beautiful riv-
erfront, and excellent
schools. We are located
innorthern Illinois along
the Rock River, 88 miles
west of Chicago and 12

miles south of Rockford.
With its surrounding
beauty and friendly peo-
ple, Byronis a wonderful
place to live and work.

Several notable indi-
viduals have called By-
ron their home, among
them Troy Drake, of-
fensive tackle with the
Washington Redskins
and Philadelphia Eagles;
Wilson Irvine, painter;
and more recently, Sean
Considine, safety with
the Baltimore Ravens,
Philadelphia Eagles,
Arizona Cardinals and
Jacksonville Jaguars.

Byron boasts three
schools (Mary Morgan
Elementary School, By-
ron Middle School and
Byron High School) with
an enrollment of approx-
imately 1,500 students.
The high school placed
fourth in the Illinois State
Finals Academic Chal-
lenge in 2001.

The Jarrett Prairie Cen-
ter Museum opened in the
fall of 2016 that features
exhibits and hands-on
experiences for visitors.
Requiring two and a half
years to complete, the mu-
seum is free to the public
sevendaysaweek. Private
venues may be scheduled
at the facility.

Thenearby and readily
accessible Rock River

provides boating and ski-
ing opportunities, fishing,
and other water activities
and for those who are
exercise minded, a beauti-
fully maintained bike path
that makes its way along
the river as well as other
scenic areas.

The annual ByronFest
celebration is held each
summer and features
music and food along with
rides the whole family
can enjoy. Byron Civic
Theatre is an additional
local gem,andisinits27th
season with the organiza-
tion presenting several
productions a year using
local and area talent in the
cast and crew.

Racingenthusiasts will
find lots to cheer on at By-
ron Dragway dubbed the
“Playground of Power.”
The quarter-mile strip
was constructed in the
1960s as a four-lane track,
however, that was dis-
continued after a number
of years.

Downtown Byron
hosts a number of busi-
ness establishments and
food is available at every
turn from fast food to
sit-down and stay awhile
restaurants with menus
featuring ahostofchoices.

Byron is a city of di-
versity, friendly folks, and
entertainment choices.
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HILLCREST

HILLCREST — The
Village of Hillcrest is a
small community in north-
central Illinois, located in
eastern Ogle County, near
the intersections of Inter-
state 39 and Interstate 88.
Incorporated in 1958, we
are a small rural, agricul-
tural community.

Hillcrest is the ideal
manufacturing location
with close proximity toma-
jor cities. The village is 1
mile north of Rochelle, 30
minutes south of Rockford
and 90 minutes west of the
City of Chicago.

Nearby educational
institutions include Kish-
waukee Community Col-
lege, Highland Commu-
nity College and Northern
[llinois University. Recre-
ational activitiesareunlim-
ited, with the Rock River,
Castle Rock State Park
and White Pines State Park
nearby and Lake Michigan
only two hours away.

Area entertainment in-
cludes major music and
sporting events at the
Rockford Metro Centre
and the Northern Illinois
University Convocation
Center, both within 30
minutes. [tisaboutas much
of a hill as one will see in
this part of Ogle County.

So the little village nestled
between park land and ag-
ricultural acres, and shaded
with a plentiful variety of
trees, canclaimthename as
a legitimate description of
its being. Like most com-
munities, the name it now
bears is not its first.

Hillcrest, formed in the
early 1950s, was originally
known as the Bogue Addi-
tion, after the prominent
Rochelle physician, Dr.
Arthur Bogue, who owned
the farmhouse ontop of the
“hill” and started develop-
ment of the location.

The community was
first incorporated as a
means to control the propa-
gation of house trailers,
which many residents
thought should be kept to

OWNSHIP

MUSEUM

kaﬂ, WMok

11amto 4 pm
Free on Thursday

Open Thursday through Sunday

Flagg Township Museum
Rochelle's Place for History

518 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle IL 61068
www.flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org
hubhistory@gmail.com

a minimum.

Bogue, now deceased,
is remembered by for-
mer patients as a Clark
Gable look alike (perhaps
it was the mustache) who
specialized in appendec-
tomies and favored large
cars. His vehicles were
referred to as “Appendix
Pullmans” by associates,
recalls Rochelle resident
Faye Archer.

Bogue didn’t care for
the title Bogue Addi-
tion, said the first Village
President Thurman Holt.
The doctor soon renamed
the community Hillcrest;
however, that turned out
to be a difficult operation
to undertake. Like reputa-
tions a name once given is
hard to dispose of.

=?

PH 815 562-3040

CRESTON

CRESTON — Estab-
lished in 1856, the Vil-
lage of Creston, located
approximately 80 miles
west of Chicago and 30
miles south of Rockford,
Illinois along historic
Lincoln Highway.

With a thriving ag-
ricultural base, the vil-
lage is home to a no-
table K-8 public school,
an outstanding library,
park district and active
community organiza-
tions. The annual Creston
Booster Days is known
throughout the region as
one of the top, small-town
festivals.

Walk across the wood-

en floor at Headon’s
Fine Meats and Catering
and you are instantly
surrounded. First, by
an intoxicating aroma,
and secondly by an old-
world charm. Headon’s
is located at 103 N. Main
St. in Creston, and a big
draw to town.

In fact, customers
come from miles around,
not just when they’re
celebrating a special occa-
sion but for theireveryday
needs. Family-run since
1970,Headon’s is famous
forits wide variety of fresh
meats, including roast
beef, pork, steaks, poultry,
sausage and ground meat,

aswellasits deliand cater-
ing services.

For antique lovers,
there’s Roadhouse An-
tiques, located right on
Illinois Route 38.Cres-
ton's proximity to both
[-88 and I-39 interstate
highways provide easy
access between our idyl-
lic rural community and
a host of dynamic urban
amenities. Creston is
just minutes away from
Kishwaukee Community
College and Northern II-
linois University. Creston
isagreatplace for families
and businesses.

The village motto is
"Come grow with us!"

What if help was around the corner?
oo StateFarm-

Get a quote today

Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Terri Schaefer, Agent
603 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7063

Mon-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm

Evening and Saturday
by appointment.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2209503
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STILLMAN
VALLEY

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — In northern
[llinois, mention of the
village of Stillman Val-
ley first recalls a winning
and competitive football
team, but there is a lot
more to this community
to talk about. There are
annual clean up days and
local festivals thatinclude
vintage auto shows.

One ofthe most popu-
lar is the Stillman Valley
Fall Festival. Stillman
Valley is served by a
rail link and local grain
elevators, as well as
several businesses and
eating establishments.

If garage sales are to

your liking, Stillman
Valley is your destination
with annual village-wide
offerings. Plan now to
attend next year’s sales
events thatare published
ahead of time with flyers
and posters throughout
the community.
Stillman Valley is lo-
cated south of Rockford,
just nine miles west of
Illinois Route 251 on
[llinois Route 72. Still-
man Valley was founded
in North Central Illinois
in 1875. It is named
after the creek that runs
through it. The creek
itself was named after
Major Stillman of the

US Army who fought
in the first battle of the
Blackhawk War on May
13, 1832.

A large memorial to
this battle is located in
Stillman Valley. It reads:
“Here, on May 14, 1832,
the first engagement of

the Black Hawk War took
place. When 275 Illinois
militiamen under Maj.
Isaiah Stillman were put
to flight by Black Hawk
and his warriors.” The
Monument is located
South of Route 72 on the
east side of the village.

Stillman Valley lies in a
broad valley in the Rock
River basin. Due to the
presence of two major
railroad lines, Stillman
Valley prospered through-
out much of its history.
Farmers in surrounding
areas would come to

Stillman to transport their
grain for eventual ship-
mentbyrail to other areas.
Stillman Valley still has
grain elevators and one
rail link. Many of its resi-
dents commute to nearby
Rockford foremployment
and shopping.

Simplify Your Banking - All in One Place!

Jessica Lewis

Brittani Miles

[}

Deb Harris ' .

byronbank.com | 815.234.2561 | You Ask. We Help. | Make Byron Bank your home for all things banking.

n ByronBank

Member @

FDIC e
LENDFR
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FORRESTON

FORRESTON
Forreston is located ap-
proximately 12 miles
south of Freeport and
20 miles north of Dixon
which provides for di-
verse shopping, attrac-
tions, theaters, and rec-
reational opportunities.
Forreston is located in a
rich agricultural area. It
has lovely old store front
businesses, good schools,
and affordable housing.

One of the village’s
focal points is Casey’s,
formerly The Depot, a
convenience store which
awaits any and all who
come in each day to meet,
greet, and talk about
everything from nation-
al politics to the local
farmer who just managed
to get his crops in after a
lengthy and unpredict-
able spring season. The
building was originally
a Chicago, Burlington,
and Quincy train depot
but was re-purposed and
redesigned for commer-
cial use in 2006.

Stop downtown and
shop for what you need.
Stores are filled with
everyday merchandise
including tools, garden-
ing equipment, electrical
and plumbing supplies,

WELCOMETO &

ESTABLISHED 1854

FORRESTON

and much more, includ-
ing a gift section.

The Forrestville Val-
ley School District's
mission is to provide the
highest quality educa-
tion by creating life-long
learners through com-
prehensive academic,
athletic, cultural, and
extra-curricular oppor-
tunities for the children
of our community. No
matter what the season,
there is always something
going on in the Village
of Forreston. Keeping
our residents informed
of scheduled events and
local happenings is im-
portant.

Come visit your local

library. A quiet place
to study, relax, work or
simply escape in a good
book. It's fun, the old
fashioned way. For more
information, visit the
Forreston Public Library
at their web site http://
forrestonlibrary.org.
Whether you have a
minor injury, common
cold or need surgery,
the Village of Forreston
is happy to provide you
with contact information
for doctors and nearby
medical facilities located
in town or nearby neigh-
boring communities. Fa-
cilities include the FHN
Forreston Medical Center
and Forreston Dental.

Rein in the Family,
Saddle Up & Take a Ride
to Diamond G to See the
Best in Western!

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd, Rochelle IL

diamondgranchandwesternstore.net

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON
@ FACEBOOK

A Brand of Quality Since 1972

For 53 years, we have provided
top quality Western merchandise
for the horse and rider at very low

prices. That what makes us the Best!

Huge Selection of Belts & Buckles,
Boots, Clothing, Hats & Jewelry
for the Whole Family, Horse
Care Supplies, Tack & Bits
and Much More

Best Western Clothing Store
Best Western Boots Store

Best Western Store

'LEAF RIVER

LEAFRIVER— Leaf
River is located approxi-
mately 10 miles west of
Byron in western Ogle
County and represents
small town America well.

It is surrounded by
corn fields on each side,
and most of its residents
drive some distance to
work each day, but this
doesn’t mean that the
town is isolated. There
are a couple gathering
places downtown, a post
office, a grain elevator, a

village hall and even an
American flag drop off
receptacle just off Main
Street for the proper dis-
posal and recycling of
deteriorated American
flags.

The first weekend
of June typically finds
arearesidents celebrating
LeafRiver Daze Festival.
There is plenty of food, a
vintage tractor and classic
auto show, activities for
kids as well as a craft fair
at the Historical Museum

on Illinois Route 72.

A multi-cultural Camp
Kupugani also serves the
community and is located
at White Eagle Camp. The
United Methodist Church
is a worship center along
Illinois Route 72 and
welcomes one and all to
their services.

Leaf River is a great
part of the north central
Illinois area, and will
continue to be there for
residents and visitors for
decades to come.

Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

ROCK RIVER CENTER, INC.

. RESOURCES FOR YOUR GENERATION

United
Way /

« Senior Information Service * Transportation
Medicare Counseling * Caregiver Services
Education/Recreation/Trips & Tours

www.rockrivercenter.org | 810 South 10th St., Oregon

0CCG2025

(815) 732-3252 or (800) 541-5479
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POLO

POLO — Polo is a
rural city in Ogle County
located in the northwest
corner of Illinois — just 5
miles west of the beautiful
White Pines State Park!
Population is approxi-
mately 2,500. The schools
are superior, people are
friendly and it is a safe
community to live in.

There are restaurants,
parks, medical facilities,
a library, a professional
police department, a vol-
unteer fire department, and
many places of worship.
Polo is home to a long list
of community organiza-
tions that offer a number
of events that take place
throughout the year.

We are centrally lo-
cated so you cantravel one
hour in any direction to

Care Whe

reap the benefits of larger
metropolitan areas, yet
distant enough to enjoy
the charming and tranquil
surroundings. Become
a part, in residence or in
business, to discover the
benefits of calling Polo
your community.

During the summer, the
Polo Swimming Pool is
arguably the most popular
place in town. The pool
also offers swimming les-
sons and is available for
private parties. Besides
the pool, Polo is known for
its quality parks, including
Millar Deuth Park, Polo
Community Park and
Louise D. Quick Park. An
attraction for kids is Bird-
land Skate Park. The park
offers skaters a variety of
jumps and challenges.

ey r .
ospﬁaud Palliative Care
e

The Polo Public Library
offers a summer reading
program, free computer
classes and a number of
other activities for all ages
living up to its motto of
“More than books.” For
the older crowd, the Polo
Senior Center has classes
and other activities and
programs.

For history buffs, the
Polo Historical Society
Museum has a plethora
of material, including the
town’s involvement in the
Underground Railroad.
There’s also the 1878
Henry School, the 1870
Buffalo Lime Kiln, Ga-
lena Trail Road and the
Aplington House.

Something that will
delight all ages is the
Polo Community Theatre,
which offers a variety of
plays throughout the year,
including a local talent
show. A few miles north

‘ou Are + Serenity Home

Level 5 “We Honor Veterans' Program

The Shed Ber
Ange
Dedicated Volunteefs an

Integrative Therapies

ment Center
casfires Resale Shops
Staff

Serving Nine Counties In Northern ILlin’o.i\s

N—A

Serenityhospiceandhome.org
815-732-2499 - 1658 S. IL Route 2, Oregon, IL

of town in a big red barn
is the Barnacopia Farm
Museum. Among the
things you will see are

firststa
need

an the

i 'k‘l'

a 1950s view of Mason
Street, a full collection
of the New Generation
series John Deere tractors,

a bright red 1963 Impala,
a reproduction drive-in
theater, a game room and
much more.
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CHANA

CHANA — The small
village of Chana pos-
sesses heart, passion and
community spirit. Lo-
cated approximately 3
miles south of Illinois
Route 64, Chana and its
residents don’t minimize
their presence in the cen-
tral Midwest.

Cornett’s Chana Tap
is a local meet and greet.
Stay awhile and have a
world class burger and
the brew of your choice
to go with it. Live music
is provided from time to
time at the venue located

in the center of Chana.

Down the street is the
Chana United Methodist
Church, pastored by The
Rev. Matthew J. Smith.
This thriving congrega-
tion has a slate of annual
events to keep everyone
busy and ministered to as
well. This year’s chicken
and noodle supper drew
hundredsto thearea,and a
glance atthe church’s cal-
endar shows something
going on for all ages and
interests. You’re always
welcome at Chana United
Methodist.

The Chana Educa-
tion Center, located just
north of the city park, is
a specialized education
facility. According to its
website, “The OCEC and
Chana Education Center
firmly believe that ef-
fective counseling is a
critical component in an
overall program for atrisk
students.”

The Chana Education
Center implements a
program to ad- dress the
social, emotional, and
behavioral needs of our
students. We have named
the program “Empower-
ment Skills”tokeepinline
with the Chana Education
Center mission statement.

ANASCi

1882

DAVIS

JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
— Approximately 2,500
people call Davis Junc-
tion their home and are
delighted to be part of
this historic community
that goes back more than
a century, founded by
Jeremiah Davis in 1865.
He was also a pioneer in
railroading, came to the
area from central Wiscon-
sin and helped develop
the Pacific Railroad that
was progressing through
the area.

Mainline tracks com-
ing and going to Rockford
intersected with east- and
westbound traffic at a
literal crossroads, hence
the name Davis Junction.

These days, one train
a day heads south toward
Holcomb, and into the
Rochelle community near
Flagg Center, however,
east and westbound traf-
fic toward Chicago is still

brisk.

There are several eat-
ing establishments in
the area, some within
the city limits, other
choices may be found
at the intersection of Il-
linois Route 251 and 72,
2 miles to the east. There
is a small strip mall at
this intersection as well,
providing health care
through SwedishAmeri-
can Medical Group, and
other amenities. At the
west edge of the village
is arecently added Dollar
General store, bringing lo-
cal shopping convenience
to the community.

One of the most im-

pressive areas of Davis
Junction is found at the
Veterans Memorial lo-
cated on Moody Avenue
one block north ofIllinois
Route 72. Installed in
2014, it was designed by
Richard Cody Janes who
also created the sculptures
of servicemen. The me-
morial was later updated
to list the names of those
who were lost during the
Vietnam War.

The housing industry
has blossomed in Davis
Junction with the develop-
ment of Ogle Crossings
subdivision, site of dozens
of new homes and the lo-
cal community park.

GRAND DETOUR
— Walking through the
white wooden gates at
the John Deere Historical
Site in Grand Detour is
like stepping into another
world, one that doesn’t
exist anymore. In fact, the
late, great Orson Welles
probably put it best when
he said: “Grand Detour
1s like a lost world, one
of those Eden’s you get
thrown out of.”

Welles spent boyhood
summers at a hotel his
father once ran in Grand
Detour, which is located

GRAND DETOUR

between Oregon and Dix-
ononlllinois Route. 251 on
the southern edge of Ogle
County.

“It was kind of a forgot-
ten place,” he said.

Although it is no longer
there, Welles reportedly
snuck into a local dance
hall where he practiced the
latest dance moves by the
light of the moon.

A quaint, rustic little
village of stately homes
and lingering trees, Grand
Detour sits right next to
the Rock River. Besides
a scenic view, there are

placestofish, boat,campor
justenjoyaleisurelypicnic.

By far, the biggest at-
traction in town is the
John Deere Historical Site,
where the noted black-
smith invented the first
self-scouring steel plow,
which revolutionized the
farming industry.

Stroll the site’s lush,
green lawn, you can ex-
plore Deere’s blacksmith
shop, which features regu-
lar demonstrations, his
family home, a luscious
garden, a gift shop and
much more.
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CASTLE ROCK
STATE PARK

OREGON — Illinois
tribes of native Americans
inhabited the region until
1730 when the Sauk and
the Fox tribes, who were
being forced westward by
the colonists, invaded and
inhabited the region. The
Native Americans called
theriverinthenew territory
"Sinnissippi," meaning
"rocky waters."

In the early 1800s, the
native Americans were
again forced westward into
Iowa.In 1831, Blackhawk,
the Sauk chief, led his peo-
ple in a series of raids back
into I1linois to reclaim their
ancestral lands. The battles
that followed were known

as the Blackhawk Indian
wars. Chief Blackhawk
was captured in 1832 and
ordered to a reservation.
The Castle Rock area
was settled by New Eng-
landers early in the 19th
century. This area was
proposed as a state park
in 1921 by the "Friends of
Our Native Landscape,"
who acquired some of the
land they described as "a
unique wilderness remnant
of great natural beauty and
scientificinterest." In 1964,
the Natural Lands Institute,
a non-profit natural lands
preservation group, con-
ductedapublic fundraising
campaign to preserve part

of the Castle Rock area.

Castle Rock was rec-
ognized in Illinois as an
outstanding area of major
scientific importance in
1965. It was established
as a project area, and land
acquisition by the State of
[linois started in 1970.

At the present time,
Castle Rock consists of
approximately 2,000 acres,
710 of which are desig-
nated as an Illinois Nature
Preserve. The site was
dedicated as a state park
in 1978.

Thebasis forthe acquisi-
tion of Castle Rock State
Park is the protection of
natural resources unique
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to Illinois. A thin layer of
glacial till covers this re-
gionand several distinctive
plant species, remnants of
thenative forestand prairie,
still exist. In one valley, 27
differenttypesoffernshave
beenidentified. The parkis
oneofthelargestsignificant
natural areas inthenorthern
part of Illinois.

Most of the outstanding
natural features are located
in the dedicated Nature
Preserve whichisprotected
by statelaw. Use ofthe 710-
acrepreserveisrestrictedto
scientific study and limited
interpretation activities.

The planned develop-
mentofCastle Rock centers
around the Nature Preserve.
All development is limited
by soil types. Soil types
consist of silt loams and
fine, sandy loams which
are connected with the
general high degree of
slopes, which help to limit

use and development at
Castle Rock. These soils
aresubjecttosevereerosion
under heavy use.

Castle Rock is a large
sandstone butte situated
between the Rock River
and IIl. Rt. 2. The rock
is made up of St. Peter
sandstone. In only a few
places in Illinois does St.
Peter sandstone comes to
the surface, even though
it underlies practically the
entire state.

Castle Rock State Park is

located along the west bank
of the Rock River in Ogle
County, three miles south of
Oregon, on Ill. Rt. 2. The
park is centrally located in
the Rock River Hillsregion
of Illinois, and its rolling
topography is drained by
the Rock River. The park
is representative of the
Rock River Hills area with
rock formations, ravines
and unique northern plant
associations. A sandstone
bluff, adjacent to the river,
has given the park itsname.
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WHITE PINES FOREST STATE PARK

MT. MORRIS — Lo-
cated in the heart of the
Rock River valley, the
385-acre White Pines For-
est State Park is the south
boundary of the historic
Chicago-lowa Trail. To-
day, the park is perfect for
family getaways to enjoy
hiking, fishing, camping
and picnicking. With se-
rene, picturesque beauty,
and modern lodge facilities
amidst a beautiful forest,
there is no better place to
retreat from the everyday
routine than the openspaces
at White Pines.

Along the meandering
banks of Spring and Pine
creeks, this scenic haven
has magnificent trees that
share moss-covered cliffs,
strung with trailing vines.
In season, colorful beds

of blossoming trout lilies,
solomons seals, bloodroot,
blue-eyed grass, spring
beauty and hepatica are
everywhere.

Among the park's most
interesting features are the
concrete fords that span the
creeks, allowing visitors to
drive through the flowing
streams, with an accessible
path leading to the stream
bank for wildlife watching
and fishing.

White Pines Lodge,
originally constructed by
the Civilian Conservation
Corps in the 1930s, has
modern amenities. There
are 13 one-room cabins, 2
cabins with 4 rooms, and 1
cabin with 2 rooms, for a
total of 23 guestrooms. The
White Pines Lodge Restau-
rant features homemade

delicacies, banquet facili-
ties, and a dinner theater.

White Pines Forest State
Park has seasonal archery
and firearm deer hunting
and, when snow covers
the ground, cross country
skiing trails.

White Pines Forest lies
in the heart of Black Hawk
Indian country and is rich
n historic accounts of the
warriors who resisted the
efforts of settlers to drive
them from the beloved
Rock River valley. Even-
tually, however, the Black
Hawk War forced them out
and Warrior Black Hawk
himself was sent into exile
in the custody of his rival,
Keokuk.

When early settlers ar-
rived, they found this 700-
acre forest of untouched

LOWDEN STATE

OREGON — One of
the most picturesque sites
along the Rock River is
just north of Oregon in
Ogle County. Legend has
it that Chief Black Hawk,
as he left the area after the
Black Hawk War, talked of
the beauty of the area and
admonished his captors to
care for the land as he and
his people had.

Lowden State Park was
established to care for the
land and allow visitors
to share in the beauty as
well. The park serves as
a memorial to Gov. Frank
O.Lowden, whoservedIl-
linois during World War 1.

Just north of Oregon,
the bluffs are graced with

PARK

a majestic image of an
American Indian gazing
overthe Rock River Valley.
This is no ordinary statue.
It is a 50 foot, concrete-
reinforced wonder that is
awe-inspiring. A tribute to
all Native Americans, but
more commonly associat-
ed with ChiefBlack Hawk,
the statue was designed by
sculptor Lorado Taft.
You can enjoy many
wonderful views of the
Rock River from the park,
butthebestview of the stat-
ue is from IL Rt. 2. While
the setting sun seems to
bring the statue to life, it
is a spectacular view any
time of the day and during
all seasons. A restoration

and preservation project
involving the statue is cur-
rently underway.

Lorado Taft, who cre-
ated the 50-foot statue
as a tribute to Native
Americans, is said to have
thought of the figure one
evening as he and other
members of the Eagles'
Nest colony stood gazing
atthe view from the bluffs.
According to a story at-
tributed to Taft, he and his
colleagues tended to stand
with theirarms folded over
theirchests. The posemade
him think of the Native
Americans who were so
reverent of the beauty of
nature and who probably
hadenjoyedthe same view.

pine extending for 1/4 mile
along the east bank of Pine
Creek.

With a view to preserv-
ing one of Illinois’ last
stands of native white pines

and oneofthesouthernmost
stands of white pines in the
United States, a movement
was started in the early part
ofthe 20th Centurytosetthe
area aside as a state park.

Through efforts of Ogle
County nature lovers, a bill
appropriating $30,000 for
purchase ofland was passed
by the legislature in 1903,
butthemeasure was vetoed.
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