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ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recent-
ly saw completion on 
April 20 of a new mural 
it commissioned in the 
downtown area on the 
south side of the second 
story of ALM Fine Cabin-
etry. The location enables 
traffic coming from the 
south on the overpass to 
see the mural.

The mural’s location 
came about after ALM 
Fine Cabinetry received a 
city facade grant to repair 
the wall the mural is now 
featured on, which previ-
ously said Shop Rochelle 
on it. The owners of the 
business offered the spot 
to the city for a mural 
location.

The city shared a re-
quest for proposal to attract 
mural submissions from 
local and regional artists 
in 2024 and found its 
artist: Michael Ferrarell 
of Chicago. The mural 
design depicts the words 
“Rochelle, Illinois: The 
Hub City!” with a train, 
skydiver, hub and corn 
also depicted. City council 
members chose a color 
scheme on March 24. The 
mural came at a $10,000 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Wednesday, April 30, the 
Rochelle Area Community Foundation hosted its 
annual Community Needs grant award event at 
the Lincoln Arts Center in Rochelle. 41 grants 
were presented to area nonprofits and organizations 
at the event. 

RACF offers an opportunity for individuals, 
families and businesses to leave a legacy for future 
generations and is a public, charitable organization 
designed to attract gifts that will be shared with 
Rochelle-area nonprofit organizations for the benefit 
of the community. It supports the areas of Chana, 
Creston, Esmond, Kings, Lindenwood, Rochelle 
and Steward. 

The event also celebrated RACF reaching 20 
years of operation. Since it was founded in 2005 
by the late Leonard Carmichael, RACF has granted 
more than $1.3 million back into the community.

“Tonight is when we celebrate all of the incredible 
work being done in our community and share the 
impact of the community’s generosity through grant-
making,” RACF Executive Director Emily Anaya 
said. “We wouldn’t be here without the vision and 
commitment of those who laid the foundation for 
the organization. Our founder, Leonard Carmichael, 
launched RACF with both his heart and foresight 
and his legacy lives in every grant we make.”

RACF Board President and Rochelle City Man-
ager Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke at the event that saw 
41 local programs see support.

“This organization is far more than a grantmaker,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “It’s a beacon of hope, opportu-
nity and collaboration. The foundation provides a 
trusted way for people to give back, lift others up 

RACF holds Community Needs grant award event
‘Tonight is when we celebrate all of the incredible work being done...’

and strengthen the community we all love. 
A thriving city needs a strong community 
foundation, one that listens, responds and 
ensures that resources go to where they’re 
needed most. That’s exactly what RACF 
does.”

Mayor John Bearrows spoke at the event 
as well and said the city is proud to be a 
partner in the work RACF does and looks 
forward to continuing the collaboration for 
many years to come.

“Rochelle is the most caring and sharing 
community that I know,” Bearrows said. 

“That spirit of generosity is a part of our 
identity and is embodied in every grant 
RACF gives out. This foundation connects 
donors to meaningful causes, strengthens 
nonprofits, addresses urgent needs and 
helps build a better future for everyone 
who calls Rochelle their home.”

RACF Grants Committee Chairman 
Terry Dickow spoke about his experience 
doing the work behind the scenes that re-
sulted in the grant awarding event.

See RACF EVENT page 3

On Wednesday, April 30, the Rochelle Area Community Foundation hosted its an-
nual Community Needs grant award event at the Lincoln Arts Center in Rochelle. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

City’s new mural completed April 20
Chicago artist Ferrarell: ‘It feels good to give 

them something that’s going to last...’

cost to the city.
Ferrarell has painted numerous murals across 

the country, many in a similar style to what he 
painted in Rochelle. Ferrarell established himself 
as a street artist known as Left Handed Wave in 
Chicago and took his street art from New York City 
to Los Angeles and many major cities in between.

“I was happy with the way it came together and 
it looked like the mockup,” Ferrarell said. “I had 
fun playing with the perspective, because of where 
it’s seen from and the wall not being exactly flat. It 
was a fun challenge. I thought Rochelle was great. 
I’ve been to a lot of small towns. It was clean and 
safe and there were people around and everyone 
was so pleasant.”

After being selected to paint the mural, Ferrarell 
worked with the city on a design and came to 
Rochelle to gather information on its uniqueness 
and history. The train in the mural is modeled after 
a Whitcomb locomotive, a former train engine 
manufacturer in Rochelle. 

See DOWNTOWN MURAL page 8

 The City of Rochelle recently saw completion 
on April 20 of a new mural it commissioned in 
the downtown area on the south side of the 
second story of ALM Fine Cabinetry.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Re-elected city council members sworn in
Three re-elected members of the Rochelle City 

Council took the oath of office on Monday afternoon 
at Rochelle City Hall. Sworn in for four-year terms 

were Dan McDermott, Kate-Shaw Dickey and 
Rosaelia Arteaga. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)
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Go, Raiders!

Ashton-Franklin Center Jr/Sr High School 
611 Western Ave., Ashton, IL 61006

815-453-7461 | Malinda Hurt, Principal

 
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School

217 South Elm, Franklin Grove, IL 61031
815-456-2325 | Jenah Burkitt, Principal

Learn  Grow  Thrive
Call 815-456-7036 for a free 

quote or to schedule  
service today!

OFFICE@HILLIKERELECTRIC.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

LEE COUNTY – Il-
linois State Police (ISP) 
Troop 1 Commander, 
Captain Joseph Blanch-
ette, announces the results 
of Distracted Driving En-
forcement Program patrols 
held in Lee, Stephenson, 
Whiteside, and Winneba-
go counties during April. 
This program provided 
extra patrol coverage for 
ISP officers to focus on 
saving lives and reducing 
serious crashes by enforc-
ing distracted driving laws.

Enforcement activity: 
Hand-held phone/device 
citations – 36. Texting 
while driving citations 
– 20. Other types of dis-
tracted driving citations 
- zero. Total distracted 
driving citations – 56. 
Total distracted driving 
written warnings – zero. 
Total of all citations – 
138. Total of all written 
warnings – 29. This project 
was funded through the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

LEE COUNTY – Il-
linois State Police (ISP) 
Troop 1 Commander, 
Captain Joseph Blanchette, 
announces the results of 
Nighttime Enforcement 
(NITE) patrols in Lee, 
Whiteside, and Winneba-
go counties during April. 
These NITE patrols al-
lowed the ISP to focus on 
preventing, detecting, and 
taking enforcement action 
in response to impaired 
driving and occupant re-
straint violations especial-
ly between the hours of 9 
p.m. and 6 a.m.

Enforcement activity: 
Driving under the influ-
ence (DUI) citations – 
three. Other alcohol/drug 
citations – four. Occupant 
restraint offenses – two. 
Registration offenses – 16. 

Driver’s license offenses – 
seven. Insurance violations 
– 12. Total citations – 116. 
Total arrests – 11. Total 
written warnings – 22.

Alcohol and drug im-
pairment are estimated to 
be a factor in more than 
47% of all fatal motor 
vehicle crashes in Illinois. 
There is one alcohol-re-
lated traffic fatality every 
39 minutes in the United 
States. Over half of all 
fatal crashes in Illinois 
occur at night. The NITE 
program allows officers to 
work even harder at remov-
ing dangerous impaired 
drivers from the road and 
making sure everyone is 
buckled up. This project 
was funded through the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

LEE COUNTY– Il-
linois State Police (ISP) 
Troop 1 Commander, Cap-
tain Joseph Blanchette, 
announces the results of 
Occupant Restraint En-
forcement Patrols (OREP) 
held in Lee, Stephenson, 
Whiteside, and Winnebago 
counties during April. These 
OREPs provided extra 
patrol coverage for the ISP 
so officers could focus on 

saving lives by making sure 
all vehicle occupants were 
buckled up. Enforcement 
activity: Safety belt citations 
– 43. Child restraint citations 
– one. Total citations – 104. 
Total written warnings – 15.

Most motorists know 
safety belts save lives, but 
some ignore their safety and 
that of their families by ne-
glecting to use safety belts 
and child restraint devices. 

Ashton-Franklin Center High School extends its gratitude to Midwest Safe Driver, along with instructors 
Blake O’Dell and Tony Chiviara, for their valuable contribution as guest speakers in our driver education class 

on Thursday, April 17. Their presentation on “Sharing the road with trucks” provided essential insights that 
are integral to our commitment to delivering high-quality educational experiences in our driver education 

program. (Courtesy photo)

AFCHS thanks Midwest Safe Driver for presentation

Ashton Franklin Center High School students recently attended Manufacturing Day at Saul Valley Community 
College. Students visited FN Smith and ED Etnyre and then were at Sauk for the rest of the day. Students were 

in small groups and built cars from scratch and then raced against each other. (Courtesy photo)

AFC students attend Manufacturing Day

ISP announces April distracted 
driving enforcement results

ISP announces results 
of NITE patrols in April

ISP announces results of OREP

Lee County Sheriff’s Office K9 Henry and K9 Dax recently were on hand to reveal the department’s new K9 
shirt design for this year. Shirts are in stock now and they are for sale at the sheriff’s office from 8:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. They will also be sold at events throughout the county during the next several 
months. T-shirts are $25 and are in sizes from youth small through 3XL. Hoodies are $45 and are in sizes from 

adult small through 3XL. Cash or credit card payments are available at this time. (Courtesy photos)

Lee County Sheriff’s Office unveils new K9 shirt design

DIXON — The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
announced it issued 23 
citations for hands-free 
law violations, along with 
four speeding citations, 
one driving while license 
revoked, one no valid 
driver’s license and one 
other citation for a moving 
violation during April’s 
Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month enforcement 
campaign. Deputies also 
issued 11 warnings for 
various offenses. 

“Driver distraction is 
a persistent issue in Lee 
County that often has 
life-altering consequenc-
es,” Chief Deputy Derek 

Ranken said. “Issuing a ci-
tation is a proven way to get 
motorists to pay attention 
or pay the price. Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month 
may be over, but we will 
continue our efforts to stop 
motorists from engaging in 
this deadly behavior.” 

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces 
with the Illinois State Po-
lice, local law enforcement 
and highway safety partners 
for this enforcement effort. 

The Illinois distracted 
driving campaign was 
funded with federal traffic 
safety funds administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation. 

Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
announces distracted driving 
enforcement results
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact  
Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

CORTLAND – The 
long-awaited mystery is 
finally over. After more 
than a month of excitement 
and anticipation, the Illinois 
Lottery players who won the 
$349 million Mega Millions 
jackpot in the March 25 
drawing have officially 
come forward to claim their 
life-changing prize.

“We took a chance and 
bought a single Quick Pick 
ticket,” shared the lucky 
winners, nicknamed “Bless-
ed.” “We’re absolutely 
ecstatic and feel incredibly 
blessed. We plan to use this 
money to do good – this 
unbelievable prize will 
truly be the gift that keeps 
on giving.”

The winning ticket was 
purchased at Casey’s Gen-
eral Store, located at 70 S. 
Somonauk Road in Cort-
land. For selling the winning 

ticket, the retailer received a 
bonus of $500,000.

This historic win marks 
the fourth time an Illinois 
Lottery player has won a 
Mega Millions jackpot in 
nearly four years: 

In June 2024, an iLottery 
player won $552 million – 
making this the largest prize 
ever won by an online lottery 
player in the U.S.

In July 2022, a ticket 
bought at a gas station in Des 
Plaines won a $1.34 billion 
Mega Millions jackpot - 
which remains the largest 
lottery prize ever won in 
Illinois. In June 2021, a 
Mega Millions player won 
$56 million at a Citgo gas 
station in Crestwood. 

Every ticket sold is also 
a big win for education 
in Illinois. With nearly 
$24 million in total Mega 
Millions ticket sales during 

the jackpot run, the Illinois 
Lottery was able to return 
over $9 million to the Com-
mon School Fund to support 
K-12 education in Illinois.

Tonight’s Mega Millions 
jackpot is an estimated $70 
million, and each ticket costs 
$5. Tickets for the game can 
be purchased in-store, on-
line, or on the Illinois Lottery 
app. For more information 
or to buy tickets online, 
please visit IllinoisLottery.
com.

As the Mega Mil-
lions jackpot continues to 
grow, the Illinois Lottery 
encourages players to re-
member it’s a game of 
chance. For more infor-
mation about the odds of 
winning, visit the Mega 
Millions game page on Illi-
noisLottery.com. Be Smart, 
Play Smart®. Must be 18 or 
older to play.

Mega Millions Jackpot purchased in Cortland claimed

The lucky Mega Millions jackpot winners from the March 25 drawing are feeling 
beyond “Blessed” as they come forward to officially claim their $349 million prize.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

“This has been such an 
eye-opening experience 
since I got involved,” Dic-
kow said. “The differences 
that this endeavor makes 
in the community with the 
homeless, the hungry, the 
needy, with neglected and 
abused children and more, 
it’s really heartwarming.”

Past RACF Executive 
Directors Ann Rice and 
Kim Montgomery were 
honored during the event 
for their past service to the 
organization and commu-
nity. It was also revealed 
during the meeting that a 
future mural will be com-
missioned in conjunction 
with the City of Rochelle, 
the Daniel & Stephanie 
Williams Fund for the Arts, 
local artists Mat and Mand-
ey Steder, and a business 
owner that has provided 
wall space, to honor Carmi-
chael for his establishment 
of RACF and his work in 
the community.

“The location will re-
main a surprise for now, 
but we promise it will be 
a powerful and lasting re-
minder of Mr. Carmichael’s 
impact,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“Leonard’s spirit lives on 
in every grant we award, 
every life we touch, and 
every future we help to 
shape. He taught us what 
it means to lead with heart, 
purpose and generosity.”

Recipients
Rochelle Township 

High School Alumni Asso-
ciation for Alumni Schol-
arships in the amount of 
$5,000 of which $631 was 
from the Tobler Family 
Fund, and $4,369 was from 
an anonymous Donor Ad-
vised Fund.

City of Rochelle for 
the Community Mural in 
the amount of $5,000 of 
which $1,291 was from 
the Daniel & Stephanie 
Williams Fund for the 
Arts, $1,132 was from the 
Arts Enrichment Fund and 
$2,577 was from the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Basketball 
Club for the Rochelle 
Basketball Club Program 
in the amount of $5,600 of 
which $2,000 was from the 
Ed and Ann Rice Giving 
Fund, $2,347 was from the 
Berg-Burkholder Family 
Fund, and $1,253 was from 
an anonymous Donor Ad-
vised Fund.

Village Of Progress for 
the Cycling Program in 
the amount of $4,088 of 
which $1,000 was from the 
Empowering the Commu-
nity Fund, $1,139 from the 
Community Advancement 
Fund, and $1,949 from the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Rescue Mis-
sion for Supporting Those 
Without Shelter Within 

Rochelle and the Surround-
ing Areas in the amount of 
$10,000 which was fully 
funded by an anonymous 
Donor Advised Fund.

Vince Carney Com-
munity Theatre for Full 
Lighting Part 1 in the 
amount of $2,500 which 
was fully funded by H.P. 
“Jim” Walker Memorial 
Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry for Acquiring Eggs 
in the amount of $15,000 
of which $3,438 was from 
the Jacobs Family Fund 
and $11,562 was from an 
anonymous Donor Ad-
vised Fund.

Rochelle Elementary 
District #231 for Dual 
Language Immersion Pro-
gram at Central School in 
the amount of $658 which 
was fully funded by the 
Steve Pfeiffer Memorial 
Endowment Fund.

Pegasus Special Riders, 
Inc for Pegasus Special 
Riders in the amount of 
$9,000 of which $379 was 
from the Tom Hall Com-
munity Giving Fund, $433 
was from the Plant the Seed 
Fund, and $8,188 was from 
the RACF Endowment 
Fund.

4C-Community Coordi-
nated Child Care for Out-
door Adventure Event in 
the amount of $700 which 
was fully funded by the 
Tyler “Smitty” Smith Me-
morial Endowment Fund.

Tilton Elementary 
School for Dual Language 
Immersion Program at Til-
ton School in the amount 
of $1,068 which was ful-
ly funded by the Tyler 
“Smitty” Smith Memorial 
Endowment Fund.

Hub City Senior Center 
for Operation Heating & 
Cooling in the amount of 
$7,352 of which $1,220 
was from the Hub Se-
nior Center Agency Fund, 
$2,107 from the Disaster 
Preparedness and Relief 
Fund and $4,025 from the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Lincoln School for En-
hancing Early Childhood 
Learning Through Sensory 
Equipment in the amount 
of $775 of which $733 was 
from the Hintzsche-Hink-
ston Classroom Support 
Fund and $42 from the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center for 
Healthy Minds, Healthy 
Body Camp in the amount 
of $3,000 of which $243 
was funded by the Health 
and Human Services Fund 
and $2,707 from the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Rock River Blood Cen-
ter for Empowering Donor 
Care; Supporting A1C 
Testing in Blood Donations 
in the amount of $1,031 of 
which $550 was from the 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Fund and $481 from 

RACF EVENT: Local philanthropic foundation marks 20 years of giving 
the RACF Endowment 
Fund.

Rochelle Elementary 
District #231 -Hub Project 
for Rocking our Way to 
Learning in the amount of 
$2,500 of which $1,296 
was from the Inspire Learn-
ing Fund and $1,204 was 
from the RACF Endow-
ment Fund.

Girl Scouts of North-
ern Illinois for Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience in 
the amount of $2,700 of 
which $594 was from the 
Kay and Jim Beardin Com-
munity Endowment Fund 
and $2,106 was from the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library for Sensory Thing-
amajigs in the amount of 
$3,550 of which $858 was 
from the Jeffrey W. Cole 
Family Memorial Fund 
and $2,692 from the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Serenity Hospice and 
Home for Holiday Meals in 
the amount of $500 which 
was fully funded by the 
Rochelle Foods Hunger 
Challenge Fund.

Serenity Hospice and 
Home for Hope and Heal-
ing Bereavement Retreat in 
the amount of $2,000 which 
was fully funded by the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Northern Illinois Food 
Bank for Mobile Market 
in the amount of $8,000 of 
which $7,857 was funded 
by the Rochelle Foods 
Hunger Challenge Fund 
and $143 was funded by the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Blackhawk Area Coun-
cil, Boy Scouts of America 
for Helping Youth Lead the 
Way-Scouting in Rochelle 
in the amount of $2,000 of 
which $1,372 was funded 
by Youth in Philanthropy 
and $628 was from the 
RAC Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Community 
Action Network-CAN 
for CAN-Annual Christ-
mas Shopping Trip in the 
amount of $7,500 which 
was funded by the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Hope of Ogle County 

RACF offers an opportunity for individuals, families and businesses to leave a 
legacy for future generations and is a public, charitable organization designed to 
attract gifts that will be shared with Rochelle-area nonprofit organizations for the 
benefit of the community.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

for Community Outreach/
Marketing /Education in 
the amount of $5,000 which 
was funded by the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Creston-Dement Public 
Library for Autism Sensory 
Project for Children in the 
amount of $1,600 which 
was fully funded by RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Camp Cedar, Illinois 
for Camp Cedar in the 
amount of $2,500 which 
was funded by the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

Sauk Valley Voices of 
Recovery for Rochelle 
Recovery Support Services 
Center in the amount of 
$2,000 which was funded 
by the RAC Endowment 
Fund.

Lincoln Highway Her-
itage Festival for Lincoln 
Highway Heritage Festival 
in the amount of $2,000 
which was funded by the 
RAC Endowment Fund.

Creston Booster Club 
for Making Our House 
Accessible to Everyone in 
the amount of $2,000 which 
was fully funded by the 
RAC Endowment Fund.

Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Illinois for Af-
fordable Housing for Older 
Adults in the amount of 

$2,500 which was fully 
funded by the RAC En-
dowment Fund.

Stepping Stones Pre-
school for Let’s Get Ready 
for Kindergarten in the 
amount of $1,682 which 
was fully funded by the 
RAC Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Township 
High School for-Immerse 
Yourself in a Good Book in 
the amount of $2,000 which 
was fully funded by the 
RACF Endowment Fund.

Farmworkers and Land-
scaper Advocacy Project 
(FLAP) for FLAP Im-
migration Support and 
Outreach for Low-wage 
Workers in the Rochelle 
Area in the amount of 
$5,000 which was fully 
funded by the RACF En-
dowment Fund.

Rochelle Community 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict #231 for Dual Lan-
guage Immersion Program 
at Tilton School in the 

amount of $438 which was 
fully funded by the RACF 
Endowment Fund.

District #231 for Proj-
ect Hub-Futbolistas in the 
amount of $307 which was 
fully funded by the RAC 
Endowment Fund.

Rochelle Police Depart-
ment in the amount of $534 
from the Ron “Stoney” 
Stonebreaker Police and 
Fire Memorial Fund.

Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment in the amount of $534 
from the Ron “Stoney” 
Stonebreaker Police and 
Fire Memorial Fund.

Todd Ackland Legacy 
Fund in the amount of $450.

Liv ings ton  Bib le 
Church Scholarship Fund 
in the amount of $4,809.

RTHSEF Endowment 
for Education in the amount 
of $1,445.

Rochelle United Meth-
odist Church Endowment 
Fund in the amount of 
$2,372.



WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2025SECTION 1 • PAGE 4 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

(815) 562-4171

HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard 

General Manager (815) 561-2124

(815) 561-2151 
rhodges@

rochellenews-leader.com

Newsroom Staff 
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor 
Russ Hodges, Sports 

To Place a Display Ad
Chris Ackland 

(815) 561-2153

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com
To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes 

To Place a Classified Ad
Chris Ackland (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery 

Kelly White  (815) 562-4171
kwhite@rochellenews-leader.com

Call (815) 562-4171 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $139.99 for one year • $79 for six months

• $34.99 for three months • $13.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $139.99 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $149.99 per year. 
The circulation department  is  open  Monday through Thursday  
from 9 a.m.  to  3 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
subscription information, contact Kelly White at 562-4171.

cackland@
rochellenews-leader.com

Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

Obituaries

BIRCHWOOD, Wis. 
— Gary Howard Gunn, 
Age 82, of Birchwood, 
WI, died Saturday, May 
3, 2025 at his home.

He was born on March 
15, 1943 in Rockford, Illi-
nois to Howard and Anne 
(Gustafson) Gunn.  Gary 
graduated from Rochelle 
Township High School 
in Rochelle, Illinois in 
1962.  He was married 
to Sheron Gustafson on 
September 8, 1962 in 
Esmond, Illinois.  Gary 
worked for Edward Hines 
Lumber Company for 14 

years in Kirkland, Illinois 
as a plant manager in the 
door division.  

He enjoyed fishing, 
woodworking, and mow-
ing the lawn.

He is survived by his 
wife, Sheron Gunn; 2 
daughters, Teresa (Dave) 
Carter and Tina Fleck; 4 
grandchildren, Wesley, 
Emily, Ian and Hunter; 4 
great grandchildren, De-
gan, Delaney, Evan and 
Thea; many nieces and 
nephews.  He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
Howard and Anne Gunn; a 

brother, Bruce Gunn; and a 
sister, Marlene Linn.

A private family service 
will be held.  Appleyard’s 
Home for Funerals in Rice 
Lake, WI is assisting and 
serving the family with the 
arrangements.  

Gary Howard Gunn

OREGON — On May 
2 at 6:51 p.m. deputies 
and Polo EMS/Fire were 
dispatched to the area 
of 13,000 West Canada 
Road in rural Polo for the 
report of an ATV accident. 
After an investigation, a 
15-year-old male juvenile 
from Polo was found to 
be traveling west bound 
in the 13,000 block of 
West Canada Road on an 
ATV with a 13-year-old 
male juvenile passenger 
from Polo, before losing 
control on the gravel 
road. A 17-year-old male 
juvenile was following the 
ATV on a dirt bike. The 
15-year-old male driver 
was transported to OSF 
Saint Katharine’s Medical 
Center in Dixon by Polo 
EMS for his injuries. 
The 13-year-old male 
juvenile passenger was 
not injured. The 17-year-
old male juvenile was 
issued a citation for no 
valid driver’s license, and 
was released to a parent. 
The crash remains under 
investigation.

On May 2 at 3:54 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to the 100 block of West 
Roosevelt Street, for 
the report of a domes-
tic disturbance. After a 
brief investigation, Nolan 
Wortman, 25, of Stillman 
Valley, was arrested on an 
active Winnebago County 
warrant. Wortman was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

On May 3 at 4:23 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to a property damage 
crash in the area of 2000 
West Mud Creek Road. 
The reporting party stated 
the offending vehicle, a 
brown Chevrolet Silvera-
do, had left the scene east-
bound. The brown Chev-
rolet was stopped in the 
area of West Mud Creek 
Road and North Illinois 
Route 2. After a brief 
investigation, Shannan 
Johnson, 55, of Rochelle, 
was arrested for driving 
under of the influence of 
alcohol. Johnson was also 
charged with possession 
of concealed firearm with 
expired conceal firearm 
license and possession of 
concealed firearm under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Johnson was additionally 

cited for leaving the scene, 
operating uninsured mo-
tor vehicle, and illegal 
transport of alcohol by 
driver. Johnson was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where she was pro-
cessed and released with 
a future court date. 

On May 4 at approxi-
mately 1:31 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
North Mount Morris Road 
and West Townline Road. 
After an investigation, 
Cole C. Bishop, 34, of Mt. 
Morris, was placed under 
arrest for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Bishop was also cited for 
an improper turn at an 
intersection and driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol with a BAC over 
.08. Bishop was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail 
before being released on 
a notice to appear.

On May 5 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies 
were called to the Rolling 
Meadows Trailer Park in 
Davis Junction in refer-
ence to a threat. After an 
investigation, deputies 
charged Joseph Simmons, 
32, of Davis Junction, 
with disorderly conduct. 
Simmons was given a 
notice to appear for his 
charge and will go to court 
on May 23. 

On May 5 at approx-
imately 11:26 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 5,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 
251. After an investi-
gation, deputies cited 
Shaylee Rainwater, 28, 
of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended, 
no insurance, and no reg-
istration. Rainwater was 
given a notice to appear on 
her citations and released 
from the scene.

On May 5 at approxi-
mately 2:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 4,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. After 
an investigation, deputies 
cited Markqual Cole, 34, 
of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended 
and suspended registra-
tion. Cole was given a 
notice to appear on his 
citations with a court date 
of May 23. 

On May 5 at approx-

imately 6 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 4,000 block of 
North Illinois Route 
251. After investigation, 
Richard Rodriguez, 36, 
of Rockford, was ar-
rested for driving while 
license suspended and 
for two active Rockford 
PD warrants for domestic 
battery. Rodriguez was 
additionally cited for no 
insurance and improper 
display of registration. 
Rodriguez was transport-
ed to the Ogle County 
Jail, where he was given 
a notice to appear for 
driving on a suspended 
license. Rodriguez was 
left in custody on the 
warrant with no bond.

On May 5 at approx-
imately 3:19 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop at 2nd Street and 
Market Street in By-
ron. After investigation, 
deputies placed Charles 
Littard, 35, of Rockford 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Littard was released 
on a notice to appear and 
given a future court date. 

On May 6 at approx-
imately 7:18 a.m. Ogle 
County deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop in 
the 1,500 block of South 
Illinois Route 2. After 
investigation, Kenneth 
Wolf, 45, of Rock Falls, 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended 
and for an active Lee 
County warrant for fail-
ure to appear. Wolf was 
additionally cited for no 
insurance and suspended 
registration. Wolf was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he 
was given a notice to 
appear with a return court 
date for driving on a 
suspended license. Wolf 
was detained on the Lee 
County warrant.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OREGON — Ogle 
County was represented 
by six local youth who 
competed in the North-
west Regional Competi-
tion for Illinois 4-H Horse 
Speaking, Horse Bowl, 
and Hippology earlier this 
month and were rewarded 
for their efforts. This was 
their first time competing 
in the State 4-H Horse 
Speaking contest.

The 4-H Horse Bowl 
and Hippology allow 
youth enrolled in 4-H 
horse projects to demon-
strate their knowledge 
of equine-related subject 
matter in a competitive 
setting. These contests 
provide an educational 
experience for both par-
ticipants and spectators. 
Youth work as a team 

to answer questions and 
compete against other 
teams in the same class, 
and individually to an-
swer questions. Some 
4-H’ers also complete a 
written exam based on 
their knowledge. 4-H 
Horse Speaking contests 
help youth gain self-con-
fidence, courage, and 
persuasiveness; share 
ideas with others; and 
develop the ability to 
speak publicly to inform 
others about horse-relat-
ed subjects and the 4-H 
Horse project.

The Junior Horse Bowl 
team placed second in the 
state of Illinois. The team 
consisted of members 
Adalyn Bocker, Ken-
zie Hongsermeier, Lily 
Hongsermeier, and Stella 

Lombardozzi. Adalyn 
Bocker also placed fourth 
overall in points individu-
ally for Horse Bowl, and 
Kenzie Hongsermeier 
placed fourth.

Adalyn Bocker placed 
fourth in Intermediate 
Hippology, and Addison 
Yordy placed eighth.

Lily Hongsermeier 
placed third in Junior In-
terpretive Reading for the 
Horse Speaking Contest, 
while Kenzie Hongser-
meier placed eighth. Ada-
lyn Bocker & Addison 
Yordy had the third place 
Junior Team Presenta-
tion, while Addison Diehl 
placed eighth in Junior 
Individual Presentation.

Congratulations to all, 
Ogle County is very proud 
of your achievements!

Ogle County youth rank high 
at state 4-H horse contests

Ogle County was represented by six local youth who competed in the Northwest 
Regional Competition for Illinois 4-H Horse Speaking, Horse Bowl, and Hippology 
earlier this month and were rewarded for their efforts. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — On 
May 5 at Rochelle Town-
ship High School Honors 
Night, Rochelle Police De-

Tammy Kovacs Memorial 
Scholarship presented to Chavez

partment Officers Ryan 
Kovacs and Jim Jakymiw 
awarded the Tammy Kovacs 
Memorial Scholarship to 
Isabella Chavez, a student 
at RTHS. 

The scholarship was cre-
ated in 2024 by Officer 
Kovacs in memory of his 
mother, Tammy Kovacs, 
who passed away from breast 
cancer in 2015.

Students were asked to 

submit an essay on how 
breast cancer has impacted 
their lives.

Isabella was chosen as 
the recipient of the $500 
scholarship and it will be used 
to continue her education at 
Northern Illinois University. 
The scholarship was part of 
the money raised by officers 
during the month of October 
for the Pink Patch Project and 
breast cancer awareness. 

On May 5 at Rochelle Township High School Honors Night, Rochelle Police Depart-
ment Officers Ryan Kovacs and Jim Jakymiw awarded the Tammy Kovacs Memori-
al Scholarship to Isabella Chavez, a student at RTHS. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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ON THE FARM

Queen’s Trucking & Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

CONSTRUCTION:

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big 
Small or Big 

Jobs, We Do 
Jobs, We Do 

Them All!Them All!

With Many long-term 
employees both Union and 
Non-Union our customers are 
always in experienced hands!

TRUCKING:
• Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
• Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
• Daily Loads on the Customers Time  

Schedule

• Union Construction & 
Deconstruction

• Excavation/Site Prep
• Drainage/Sewer/Water 

Repair & Replacement
• Union Heavy Hauling & 

Jobsite Hauling

• Emergency Work
• Restoration/Traffic Control
• Sidewalk/Curb
• Hourly or Bid Work (We can 

create a Specialized Rate 
for any Job)

ROCHHSF

We were voted 
Mid-West Truckers 
Association, Inc. 

 Northern Region 
Trucking Company 
of the year 2022.

NOW
HIRING

CDL
Drivers

Benefits Included.  
Be Home  

Every Night!

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local 
Distributors and Manufacturers.

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

BY RHIANNON BRANCH 
FARMWEEK

WITH warmer 
temperatures 
and Apri l 

showers, Illinois’ livestock 
are welcoming greener pas-
tures in many areas.

But recent rains have 
helped some and hurt oth-
ers, according to University 
of Illinois Extension Beef 
Specialist Travis Meteer, 
who noted southern Illinois 
is too wet while portions of 
northern and central Illinois 
are still highlighted on the 
U.S. Drought Monitor.

“Those areas that were 
dry and now received 
moisture are growing grass 
and likely pastures are 
improving,” Meteer told 
FarmWeek. “Areas that 
are too wet likely have 
pastures that are drowned 
in some areas and tracked 
up if grazing has started.”

He said moisture is 

usually a good thing for 
pastures, but consistent 
heavy rains have oversatu-
rated soil in some areas and 
too much water can cause 
flooding issues in low-lying 
pasture areas.

Other inconsistencies 
early in the season are 
likely a result of different 
management.

“Overgrazed, poorly 
managed pastures from last 
year are likely struggling 
to reestablish, while well 
managed pastures are off to 
the races now with moisture 
and warmer temps,” Meteer 
said.

As of April 21, USDA 
rated Illinois pasture con-
ditions 3% poor, 33% fair, 
40% good and 24% excel-
lent. The good to excellent 
rating was up 18 percentage 
points from the prior week, 
but 6 points below the same 
week last season.

Meteer said the alfalfa 
hay crop is off to a strong 

start and growth is ahead 
of schedule in many central 
Illinois fields.

“I have heard of some 
winterkill in northern Illi-
nois, which stayed open and 
cold whereas central Illinois 
was snow-covered during 
the most extreme cold,” he 
said. “There are some early 
reports of weevil damage in 
southern Illinois.”

And Meteer reminds 
growers, “While rainfall 
and weather are a major 
component of forage pro-
duction and yield, proper 
management using ro-
tational grazing and rest 
periods will allow graziers 
to maximize grazing days 
no matter the conditions.”

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Il-
linois Press Association. 
For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

BY RHIANNON BRANCH 
FARMWEEK

WHILE the na-
tional consen-
sus points to 

better corn returns compared 
to soybeans this season, that 
might not be the case for 
farmers in the No. 1 soybean 
producing state. USDA’s 
prospective plantings report 
predicted a 5% increase in 
corn acres and 4% decrease 
in soybean acres in the U.S. 
this planting season.

“I would note that much 
of the increase in corn acres 
is happening in the Great 
Plains and the western Corn 
Belt in states like Iowa 
and Nebraska and less so 
in the eastern Corn Belt,” 
University of Illinois ag 
economist Gary Schnitkey 
told FarmWeek.

The acreage shift in 
Illinois is projected to be 
lighter with 3% fewer soy-
bean acres and 3% more 

corn acres.
But while market move-

ments in recent months have 
generally favored corn, 
Schnitkey said projected 
per-acre returns continue 
to favor soybeans across 
regions of Illinois.

The U of I farmdoc 
team’s projected soybean 
return advantage of $39 per 
acre in central Illinois for 
2025 is based on projected 
cash prices of $4.10 per 
bushel for corn and $10 for 
soybeans.

Projected soybean re-
turns also exceed corn 
returns by $47 per acre in 
northern Illinois and $14 
per acre in southern Illinois, 
according to farmdoc’s up-
dated budgets.

“Part of that is due to 
cost increases and specifi-
cally nitrogen costs having 
a pretty big impact on corn,” 
Schnitkey said.

Soybean yields are also 
higher in Illinois compared 

to states further west, which 
helps the local soybean bal-
ance sheet.

“We’ve had such an 
increase in soybean yields 
over time that soybeans 
stack in there pretty well 
with corn,” Schnitkey said.

But, with most inputs 
purchased and planting 
season underway, signifi-
cant adjustments to acreage 
decisions aren’t likely in 
the weeks ahead. However, 
spring weather and planting 
conditions, along with ongo-
ing market developments, 
will continue to be moni-
tored as those factors have 
the potential to cause smaller 
shifts in planted acreage.

 
This story was distrib-

uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Il-
linois Press Association. 
For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

Spring rain helping some 
Illinois livestock pastures

Cattle graze on a pasture in Ford County. Statewide, pasture conditions were rat-
ed 64% good to excellent, 33% fair and 3% poor as of April 21.

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)

Projected budgets show soybeans 
more profitable than corn

While the corn/soybean ratio has leaned toward corn so far this year, budget es-
timates suggest beans could still be more profitable in many regions of the state 
this season.

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
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LOCAL VIEWS

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net
Evan Tracy                     etracy@d231.rochelle.net
Stacey Dunphy                 sdunphy@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org
Trisha Vaughn                 trisha.vaughn@rthsd212.org
Janet Kacvinsky              janet.kacvinsky@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Justin Hibshman jhibshman20@gmail.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  mark@headons2go.com
Reid Elliot   oneluckydog7@gmail.com
Jennifer Payton creston.clerk09@gmail.com

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia  pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer supervisor@flaggtownship.org
Joanna Patrick     clerk@flaggtownship.org
Rachel Berry                         assessor@flaggtownship.org
Scott Seebach commissioner@flaggtownship.org

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Sarah
Flanagan

SUMMER Read-
ing information 
will be coming 

out soon. Our theme this 
year is, Level Up at Your 
Library. “Play is one of 
the ways we learn to relate 
to others, to think in new 
ways, and to foster friend-
ships, new and old. Level 
Up at Your Library is an 
all ages summer reading 
program based around 
puzz les  and games. 
Whether you’re playing 
with STEM concepts or 
gamifying your reading 
logs, learning to play 
chess or how to code 
video games, iREAD 
2025: Level Up at Your 
Library reminds us that 
libraries are not just a 
space for knowledge, 
they are a space for fun!”( 

https://www.ireadpro-
gram.org/resources /
summer-2025-level-up-
at-your-library)  The 
Library staff is excited to 
see you at the Library this 
Summer.  We have many 
fun activities planned for 
all ages.  Look for our 
flyers soon.

May is a busy time 
at the Library.  We are 
getting ready for Sum-
mer Reading programs, 
planting our flower beds, 
barrels and ordering new 
books and supplies for 
Summer. Even though 
we feel that there is no 
time to spare, I like to 
take a moment to remem-
ber Memorial Day.   

“This national event 
galvanized efforts to 
honor and remember 

fallen soldiers that began 
with local observances at 
burial grounds in several 
towns throughout the 
United States following 
the end of the Civ-
il War, such as the 
May 1, 1865 gath-
ering in Charles-
ton, South Car-
olina organized 
by freed slaves 
to pay tr ibute 
and give proper 
burial to Union 
troops.

In 1873, New York was 
the first state to desig-
nate Memorial Day as 
a legal holiday. By the 
late 1800s, many more 
cities and communi-
ties observed Memorial 
Day, and several states 
had declared it a legal 

holiday.
After World War I, 

it became an occasion 
for honoring those who 
died in all of America’s 

wars and was 
then more widely 
established as a 
national holiday 
throughout the 
United States.

In 1971, Con-
gress passed the 

Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act and 
established that 

Memorial Day was to 
be commemorated on 
the last Monday of May.

Memorial Day is com-
memorated at Arlington 
National Cemetery each 
year with a ceremony in 
which a small American 
flag is placed on each 

grave. Traditionally, the 
President or Vice Presi-
dent lays a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.” (https://www.
pbs.org/national-memo-
rial-day-concert/memo-
rial-day/history/)

April 30 was a special 
day at the Library.  Mr. 
Gene Chaplin, who was 
a Library Board Member 
from 1997-2011 came to 
the Library.  Gene and 
his wife Bea, donated an 
American Flag and Cer-
tificate to the Library that 
was flown over the U.S. 
Capital in Washington, 
D.C. on June 21, 1994.  
Congressman John My-
ers presented this to 
Gene.  I was honored and 
humbled to receive such 
a beautiful gift.  

We are looking for-
ward to a fabulous Sum-
mer at the Library. Make 
sure to look for our 
Summer Reading flyer 
and join our activities. 
The Library has some-
thing for everyone.  Take 
some time to think about 
Memorial Day and the 
meaning of this National 
Holiday.  Many people 
look at Memorial Day 
weekend as the start of 
Summer.  Remember the 
lives lost and what we 
can learn from our coun-
try’s history.  We have a 
variety of materials for 
everyone.  Come in and 
check us out.  See you at 
the Library!   

Sarah Flanagan is the 
director of the Flagg-Ro-
chelle Public Library. 

THE following is 
part of a speech 
I made recently 

to the ABT (Action for 
a Better Tomorrow), an 
affiliate of the Democrat-
ic Party in Lee County. 
I introduced myself as 
“a moderate liberal, an 
independent who reliably 
votes Democratic,” and 
presented ideas about how 
to communicate with mod-
erates and conservatives. 

The history of both 
parties has often been one 
of failing to speak in the 
language of persuadable 
voters, overinterpreting 
mandates, enacting poli-
cies that the public isn’t 
ready to accept; and then 
suffering defeat at the next 
election. The Democratic 
Party came to an end of 
this cycle last November. 
The Republican Party is 
now at stage one, as it 
institutes one unpopular 
policy after another, under 
the delusion that it has a 
mandate. The Democratic 
Party must in my opinion 
escape that cycle if it 

hopes to be the voice of 
the American people. 

An understanding of 
the moral values of lib-
erals and conservatives 
might help bring about 
that transformation. Social 
psychologist Jonathan 
Haidt identifies, based on 
his research, six moral 
foundations that motivate 
people’s religious and 
political loyalties. 

The difference between 
liberals and conservatives 
comes down, he says, to 
which of them they care 
about the most. Genet-
ics play a strong role in 
these preferences, which 
have deep roots in the 
instinct-driven cores of 
our minds.

Liberals focus on three 
moral foundations: One 
is “fairness” and another 
is “liberty.” But most of 
all liberals emphasize 
“caring,” or what I would 
call kindness, or a desire to 
protect people from harm.

Conservatives support 
all of those plus three 
more: One of them is 

“loyalty,” the need for 
the community to stick 
together against outsiders. 
Another is “authority,” the 
importance of respect for 
and obedience to those 
who are above us. Con-
servatives also support 
“sanctity,” which upholds 
purity and distrusts out-
side influences.

Loyalty, author-
ity, and sanctity 
reflect, as I see it, 
a desire for a strong 
society that pro-
vides a safe place 
for its people. 

Conservatives, 
according to Mr. 
Haidt, value all six 
moral foundations 
equally. Liberals, 
on the other hand, show 
little if any concern for 
loyalty, authority, and 
sanctity, and concentrate 
almost exclusively on 
caring and fairness, and, 
to a lesser extent, liberty. 
The liberal disregard for 
authority, loyalty, and 
sanctity increases the 
farther we look to the left 

on the political spectrum, 
along with an increasing 
inability to understand and 
communicate effectively 
with conservatives. 

This presents a chal-
lenge to be overcome if 
Democrats are to get their 
message across to a broad 
segment of the public 
and expand their base of 

support. Indeed, 
Mr. Haidt attri-
butes the political 
successes of con-
servatives over 
the past several 
decades to their 
ability to appeal 

to the full range of 
moral foundations, 
and the inability 
of Democrats and 

other liberals to do so.
We won’t overcome 

this barrier by using log-
ical arguments based on 
our own moral founda-
tions and our own version 
of reality. We can, how-
ever, enlist conservatives 
in support of change if we 
work from within their 
worldview, including the 

moral foundations that 
they cherish. Research-
ers found, for example, 
that describing LGBTQ 
people to conservatives 
as “proud and patriotic 
Americans who con-
tribute to the American 
economy” significantly 
increased their support 
for same-sex marriage, 
while appeals to “fair-
ness” had no effect.

This is not a panacea, 
but it is a part of what we 
must do to reach the per-
suadables who voted for 
Donald Trump in the last 
election. These are the 
moderates and non-MA-
GA conservatives who 
will listen to reason if 
it’s expressed in their 
language and with respect 
for their values. These are 
the people who can make 
the Democratic Party the 
party of the nation as a 
whole.

I believe that Dem-
ocrats can aggressively 
oppose the policies of 
Donald Trump while 
also communicating ef-

fectively with moderates 
and conservatives. That 
will require us to express 
opposition in a manner 
that won’t alienate those 
voters and won’t energize 
the MAGA base. 

Underneath it all is the 
need for civility—prin-
cipled opposition that 
respects the humanity 
of everyone and doesn’t 
ridicule or demonize the 
people we disagree with. 
Abraham Lincoln is my 
role model for that ap-
proach: He made it clear 
where he stood without 
resorting to uncivil words 
and behavior. How we 
express ourselves in the 
months and years ahead 
will be as important as 
our message.

Lowell Harp is a re-
tired school psycholo-
gist who served school 
districts in Ogle County. 
His column runs monthly 
in The Ogle County Life. 
For previous articles, 
you can follow him on 
Facebook at http://fb.me/
lowellharp.

How Democrats can become the party of the American people

Lowell
Harp

Sarah Flanagan: Level up at your library

Reach Thousands 
of Potential Local 
Buyers!
with print and 
online exposure!

Make sure to ask 
about our online 

classified ads!

In Print & Online
815.562.4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

Your Best 
GARAGE SALE
Got Lots to 
Sell?

NEED A  
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would  
be glad to lend  
a helping hand! 
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Apr. 11 - John Bearrows, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 12 - Connor Macklin, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 13 - Linda Ohlinger, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 14 - Mona Daum, Dixon, $25

Apr. 15 - Jillian Condon, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 16 - Jayme McCombs, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 17 - Ida Maeial, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 18 - Ellyn Schoenholz, Paw Paw, $25

Apr. 19 - Marina Lawrence, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 20 - John Bearrows, Rochelle, $300

Apr. 21 - John Pearson, Lindenwood, $25

Apr. 22 - Alyssa Perez, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 23 - Pat Fletcher, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 24 - Diane Smith, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 25 - Eva Lenkaitis, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 26 - Odessa Waters, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 27 - Dawn Sperry-Gribbe, Ashton, $50

Apr. 28 - Janie Hughes, Oregon, $25

Apr. 29 - Chelsey Stolte, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 30 - Beth Costa-Bland, Belvidere, $25

May 1 - Joseph Young, Creston, $25

May 2 - Andrea DeKing, Rochelle, $25

May 3 - Kim Dale, Amboy, $25

May 4 - Colton VanKirk, Rochelle, $50

May 5 - Hiedi Meyers, Rochelle, $25

May 6 - Donna Nass, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Keaton Shumard, Rochelle, $25

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
May 7

Barb Aleman
Darah Bridgeman

 
May 8

Ashley Martinez

May 10
Dominic Lopez

 
May 12

Bill & Mary Baskins 
(anniversary)

 

May 16
Kathy Conant

 
May 17

Krynn Hayward
 

May 18
Arianna Thompson

 
May 20

Darrell & 
Beth Bolhous 
(anniversary)

Rochelle Township High School students hosted their annual FFA Flower Sale on May 3. (Courtesy photo)
RTHS hosted FFA Flower Sale May 3

ROCHELLE — Vince 
Carney Community The-
atre (VCCT) is holding 
auditions for “Beanstalk! 
The Play!” on Monday, 
May 12 from 4-6 p.m. 
and again on Thursday, 
May 15 from 6-8 p.m. 
The auditions will be 
conducted at the Lincoln 
Arts Center, 108 S. Main 
St. in Rochelle. Please en-
ter through the back door. 
Those wishing to audition 
are only expected to attend 
one of the two nights.

“Beanstalk! The Play!” 
follows the adventures of 
Jack as he sets out to find 
the treasure and save his 
family. The directors need 
12 or more youth perform-
ers to play an assortment of 
small, medium, and larger 
roles. All ages (including 
parents and other adults) 
and all genders are wel-
come to audition. As this 
show marks the return of 
children’s theatre to the 
VCCT stage, every effort 
will be made to showcase 

youth performers before 
any adults are asked to 
fill roles.

This production of 
“Beanstalk! The Play!” 
is being directed by Jean-
nette D. Mingus. Show 
dates are July 25, 26, 27 
and Aug. 1 & 2.  Indi-
viduals who are cast will 
be expected to attend the 
majority of rehearsals 
from mid-June through 
the opening of the show, 
as well as all live perfor-
mances.

The auditions will 
involve individual and 
group readings. Call backs 
will be scheduled only if 
necessary. Please come 
prepared to read some-
thing you have already 
practiced--this can be 
memorized or read from 
print and should take no 
more than five (5) minutes 
to perform.

For questions or com-
ments, please send an 
email to info@vcctro-
chelle.org.

VCCT to host youth auditions for ‘Beanstalk! The Play!’
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Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596
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Dimond Bros

Register for Summer Classes at Kish. 
kish.edu/summer

Save time and money on your education. 
Summer is a great opportunity to 
advance your college goals. 

ALL-IN TUITION.  
ALL-IN ON YOUR FUTURE.

 `
 `
 `
 `

Affordable Tuition
Close to Home
Flexible Schedules
Online Courses

Kish has eliminated fees and included 
textbook costs in the price of tuition to make 
budgeting for your education even easier. 
Our flexible courses and affordable tuition 
are great options for any situation.

NO FEES. 
TEXTBOOKS INCLUDED.

Helping you create the life you want.

Support Services
Transferable 
  Credits
And More

 `
 `  

 `

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at 
a price you want. Call me 
for surprisingly great rates 
and Good Neighbor service 
right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.  
All applicants subject to State Farm® 
underwriting requirements.Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Terri Schaefer, Agent
603 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7063
Se habla Español
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price you want. Call me for 
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underwriting requirements.
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From page 1

Ferrarell found the hub 
design in an old Rochelle 
Township High School 
yearbook. The skydiver 
is depicted to represent 
something more modern 
and new in town. 

“I do as much research 
as possible to be familiar 
with the area and its his-
tory,” Ferrarell said. “It’s 

about respect and kind-
ness and being open to 
what people think. I want 
to give people something 
they can enjoy.”

The process of paint-
ing the mural involving 
priming the wall, taping 
off negative space and 
making out a grid, the 
use of an overhead pro-
jector at night to project 
the image onto the wall 

and drawing out the de-
sign, filling in color and 
detail, and then a sealant 
to protect it against time 
and weather in the years 
ahead. Ferrarell combat-
ed wind and rain in the 
five days he painted the 
mural.

Ferrarell said his work 
on murals in communi-
ties around the country 
helps him to take on dif-

ferent perspectives and 
become more worldly.

“It feels good to give 
communities a point of 
pride,” Ferrarell said. “I 
love the responses the 
murals get. It feels good 
to give them something 
that’s going to last that 
represents the past and 
present. And it can be a 
bridge to the future and 
more creativity.”

DOWNTOWN MURAL: Chicago artist Ferrarell completes work on April 20

ROCK FALLS — 
The Lee, Carroll, Ogle 
and Whiteside County 
Farm Bureaus along with 
COUNTRY Financial will 
host a crop marketing 
outlook on the evening of 
June 18 at the Days Inn, 
Rock Falls. “Managing 

Crop Revenue and Market 
Price Risks” is a two-
hour seminar designed 
specifically for producers 
to help them manage risk 
associated with the current 
commodity markets and 
identify market conditions 
to capture profit margins 

2025 Crop marketing program scheduled June 18
through this year into next.

Dr. Steve Johnson, Iowa 
State University Extension 
Farm Management spe-
cialist, will facilitate the 
program. Steve has served 
as the Farm & Ag Business 
Management specialist in 
Central Iowa for Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach since 1999.  

He specializes in topics 

related to government farm 
programs, crop insurance, 
crop marketing, grain 
contracts, farmland leasing 
and other crop risk man-
agement strategies. In the 
past year, he has conducted 
more than 120 meetings, 
workshops, seminars and 
conferences across the 
Corn Belt with nearly 
15,000 in attendance.

Steve uses web sites 
such as ISU Ag Decision 
Maker and Polk Coun-
ty Extension Farm Man-
agement along with various 
print and electronic media. 
Annually he reaches more 
than 200,000 producers, 
landowners and other 
agribusiness professionals. 

During the two-hour 
program producers will 

examine the following 
topics: Global Supply/
Demand & Crop Price 
Outlook; Crop Insurance 
Coverage Review; Impact 
of Tariffs on US Trade; De-
veloping & Implementing 
a Marketing Plan; Under-
standing Summer Weather 
Forecasts; and Pre-Harvest 
Marketing Strategies & 
Tools.

This presentation will 
assist producers in design-
ing and implementing a 
marketing plan that is spe-
cific to their own operation. 
It will present producers 
with various options they 
can effectively utilize to 
capture market profits, 
manage market risks in 
this volatile market, min-
imize cost increases and 
make informed decisions 
on input pricing, storage 
options and position their 
marketing plan for profit 
protection.  Market, glob-
al and recent economic 
factors will be examined 
and producers will learn 
to identify where profit op-
portunities and pitfalls lie 
for their farm operations.                                    

Pre-registration is re-
quired. To register for the 
program call 815-732-
2231 or email cfb@ogle.
comcastbiz.net

The program begins at 7 
p.m. on June 18; Days Inn, 
Rock Falls.

Chicago artist Michael Ferrarell found the hub design 
in an old Rochelle Township High School yearbook. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS CARTHAGE BOUND
 
RTHS senior Jack Tilton will compete for 
the Carthage men’s track and field team. 
 
See page 8 for more details
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RTHS Boys Track

RTHS Boys Tennis

Become a  
Hubs Super Fan
today! Contact your sales 

representative today!
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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SUNDAY, JAN. 5, 2025

The businesses featured on this page are
“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
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6

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL815-562-8706www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson                 Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service815-562-4937500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln HighwayRochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198
Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle815-562-2181www.rochellehospital.com
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• Large menu of foods• Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket• Hand dipped ice cream(16 flavors)

H
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16

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE200 Steward Road800.262.1680www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out • 
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads • • and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                 • Best Pizza • Pasta • Italian Restaurant • Appetizer/small plate 
• Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 

621 First Ave., Rochelle (815) 562-8784
(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Residential & Commercial Concrete• Additions
815-561-0099Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
JonathanHernandezYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?A: Three years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Working hard and the great exercise.Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My father because he can 
support me and my family.

Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an NCAA wrestling coach.Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Miami so I could relax in the 
great weather.

Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: The great team bonding, the 

commitment and making new friends.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A:  I enjoy getting the opportunity 

to work and achieve my goals.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because it challenges me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents because they’ve 
worked their whole lives to help 

me have a good life.
Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an architect because they 

are very creative.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Spain because of the nice beaches.Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: Making friends because of sports.

Dylan
MelvinYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Hubs win Hall of Fame Classic
Nuyen earns Co-MVP honors as Rochelle finishes first in Friday meet at Oregon

The Rochelle Hub track and field team finished first out of 22 teams during the Oregon Hall of Fame Classic at 
Landers-Loomis Field on Friday evening. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OREGON  — The 
Rochelle Hub track and 
field team earned its first 
victory in a large-scale in-
vitational on Friday, when 
the varsity group scored 
95 points and won a pair 
of field events to take first 
out of 22 schools in the Or-
egon Hall of Fame Classic 
at Landers-Loomis Field.

Junior Andrew Nuyen 
received Co-MVP honors 
for the meet and broke a 
22-year-old meet record 
in the pole vault, winning 
the event with a clearance 
of 5.03 meters (16 feet 6 
inches). Senior Jack Til-
ton added a victory in the 
high jump, winning the 
event with a clearance of 
1.88 meters. Rochelle will 
travel north for the North-
ern Illinois Invitational at 
Beloit College on May 9.

Junior Caden Goodwin 
and senior Virgil O’Dell 
earned runner-up finishes 
in the field, with O’Dell 
marking a PR of 6.22 
meters for second in the 
long jump and Goodwin 
leaping 12.53 meters for 

second in the triple jump. 
Seniors Jacob Ost and 
Logan Frye led the way 
in the throwing events, 
with Ost marking 12.11 
meters for eighth in the 
shot put and Frye mark-
ing 34.23 meters for 11th 
place in the discus throw. 
Rochelle recorded two 
top-4 relay finishes on 
Friday evening.

“I’m really proud of 
our guys stepping up 
in their events to score 
points,” head coach Dale 
Bergeson said. “We’ve 
beat our seeds in multiple 
places. What won us the 
meet was all of the fifth 
and sixth-place finishers. 
They scored enough points 
to keep us in the lead. We 
scored in 15 of the 16 
events and double scored 
in a lot of those events. 
It was great to finally get 
a win in a big invite this 
year. We’ve been second 
in multiple invites this 
year and tonight we got 
it done.”

Rochelle’s top relay 
finishes included fourth 
place in the 3200-meter 
relay (Elijah Mayen, Chris 
Hickey, Pedro Rosales and 

Declan McGee) with a 
time of 8:53.00 and fourth 
in the 400-meter relay 
(Caden Goodwin, Virgil 
O’Dell, Nathan Rosas 
and Richard Pierce) with 
a time of 44.36 seconds. 
The Hubs placed sixth in 
the 800-meter relay (Jaden 
Martina, Aaron DeClerck, 
Justin DeClerck and Na-
than Rosas) with a time 
of 1:35.49 and seventh 
in the 1600-meter relay 

(Pedro Rosales, Declan 
McGee, Jackson Smith 
and Hunter Bivins) with 
a time of 3:39.01. 

Junior Wyatt Worthing-
ton and sophomore Hunter 
Bivins led the Hubs in the 
hurdles, with Worthington 
setting a season-best time 
of 17.13 seconds for fourth 
in the 110-meter hurdles 
and Bivins finishing in 
42.15 seconds for second 
in the 300-meter hurdles. 

Freshman Tyler Johnson 
took third in the 3200-me-
ter run with a PR time of 
10:08.97, nine seconds 
off the Rochelle Hub 
fresh-soph school record, 
before finishing seventh in 
the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 4:52.47.

Junior Caden Good-
win and freshman Na-
than Rosas each earned 
seventh-place finishes in 
the sprints, with Goodwin 

setting a PR time of 11.61 
seconds in the 100-meter 
dash before Rosas ran a 
PR time of 23.58 seconds 
in the 200-meter dash. 
Senior Virgil O’Dell made 
a PR as well, crossing 
the finish line in 54.55 
seconds for sixth place in 
the 400-meter dash. Junior 
Elijah Mayen led Rochelle 
in the 800-meter run, run-
ning a time of 2:15.56 for 
14th place.

Rochelle takes third in Hub Varsity Invitational
Four RTHS netters earn medalist honors during five-team tournament Saturday

The Rochelle Hub tennis team had four players medal during the 2025 Hub Varsity Invitational at RTHS on 
Saturday. Juniors Philip Winters and Mark Green (left) each took second in singles play, while freshman David 
Eckardt and sophomore Noah McKinney (right) took second in the No. 2 doubles division.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Four 
Rochelle Hub tennis play-
ers earned medals during 
the annual Hub Varsity 
Invitational at Rochelle 
Township High School 
on Saturday, when the 
varsity team scored 15 
points and recorded three 
runner-up divisional fin-
ishes to take third out of 
five schools.

Junior Mark Green 
finished second at No. 1 
singles, going 3-1 over 
four matches. Green split 
his first two matches of 
the tournament, shut-
ting out Mendota’s Alex 
Holland 8-0 before fall-
ing 4-8 against Sterling 
Newman’s Joel Rhodes. 
Green finished with back-
to-back victories, beating 
Princeton’s Chase Sims 
9-7 before sweeping Dix-
on’s Will Lindenmeyer 
8-0 in the final round.

Junior Philip Winters 
finished second at No. 
2 singles, going 3-1 
over four matches. Win-
ters won three consecu-
tive matches to start the 
tournament, scoring an 
8-3 victory over Men-
dota’s Berat Imeri before 
earning an 8-2 victory 
over Dixon’s Jack Mc-
Grail and an 8-1 victory 
over Sterling Newman’s 
Brooks Knudson. Winters 
squared off against Princ-
eton’s Landon Davis for 
the divisional champion-
ship, falling just short in a 
3-8 defeat during the fifth 
and final round.

S o p h o m o r e  N o a h 

McKinney and freshman 
David Eckardt united for 
a second-place finish at 
No. 2 doubles, going 3-1 
over four matches. The 
Hubs opened the tourna-
ment with a 9-8(6) thriller 
over Princeton’s Jack 
Orwig and Levi Boggs 
before cruising for an 
8-2 win over Mendota’s 
BJ Bresley and Ryder 
Woods. After a 6-8 defeat 
against Dixon’s Derek 
Miller and Sam Gingras, 
the RTHS duo finished 
strong with an 8-2 win 
over Sterling Newman’s 
Max Williar and James 
Stitt.

Junior Parker Slatten-
gren and sophomore Sam 
Sergeant took fourth at 
No. 3 doubles, going 2-2 
over four matches. The 
Hubs dropped their first 
two matches, falling 5-8 
against Princeton’s Nolan 
Anderson and Landon 
Fairbanks and 3-8 against 
Mendota’s Harlan Gal-
lagher and Trey Lee. The 
RTHS duo bounced back 
with a pair of victories, 
outlasting Dixon’s Josh 
Stees and Quinn Flana-
gan 9-7 before sweeping 
Sterling Newman’s John 
Rowzee and Matt Mur-
ray 8-0.

J u n i o r  C a l e b 
Mortensen and sopho-
more Connor Hunley 
finished fifth at No. 1 
doubles with an 0-4 re-
cord over four matches. 
Rochelle (3-7, 1-3 Inter-
state 8) resumed match 
play at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, when the Hubs 
hosted an Interstate 8 
Conference dual against 

Ottawa.

Sterling
Junior Mark Green and 

sophomore Sam Sergeant 
stepped up in singles 
play as the Rochelle 
Hubs laced up for their 
nonconference varsity 
match against Sterling on 
Thursday.

Green and Sergeant 
secured singles points at 
the top two courts, with 
Green outlasting Aron Ri-
vera for a 7-5, 4-6, 1-0(6) 
win at the No. 1 slot and 

Sergeant rallying for a 
2-6, 6-1, 1-0(8) win over 
Gavin Staats at the No. 2 
slot. The Golden Warriors 
took the remainder of the 
singles points and swept 
three doubles points, how-
ever, handing the Hubs a 
7-2 defeat. 

Junior Caleb Mortensen 
and sophomore Connor 
Hunley represented Ro-
chelle at No. 1 doubles, 
taking three games in an 
0-6, 3-6 loss against Mi-
cah Peterson and Gavin 
Staats. Sophomore Noah 

McKinney and freshman 
David Eckardt took their 
No. 2 doubles match to 
three sets, falling just 
short in a 6-1, 3-6, 0-1(6) 
loss against Koby Bell and 
Jacob Prevo as Sterling 
secured the doubles sweep. 
Junior Parker Slattengren 
and sophomore Sam Ser-
geant claimed four games 
in a 1-6, 3-6 loss against 
Xavian Prather and Bowen 
Mallhi at the No. 3 doubles 
court.

Connor Hunley and Da-
vid Eckardt took the court 

at No. 3 and No. 4 singles 
for the Hubs, with Hunley 
notching three games dur-
ing a 2-6, 1-6 loss against 
Xavian Prather while Eck-
ardt played a strong open-
ing set during a 5-7, 1-6 loss 
against Micah Peterson. 
Sophomores Amor Lara 
and Derek Swartz rounded 
out Rochelle’s singles 
lineup, with Lara falling 
3-6, 0-6 against Jereston 
Falls at the No. 5 spot and 
Swartz falling 0-6, 1-6 to 
Traizen Falls at the No. 
6 spot.
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SPORTS
RTHS Girls Track

Rochelle finishes fifth at Sterling Night Relays
Murphy sets new school shot put record to lead Lady Hubs in eight-team meet

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub track and 
field team saw its varsity and 
fresh-soph athletes combine 
to score 41 points and finish 
fifth out of eight schools dur-
ing the Sterling Night Relays 
on Friday evening. Senior 
Erin Murphy brought home 
the team’s lone event victory, 
improving her school record 
in the shot put with a heave 

of 11.79 meters (38 feet 8 ¼ 
inches).

Senior Taelynn Rode-
ghero earned three top-10 
finishes in the field, taking 
sixth in the long jump with 
a distance of 4.39 meters, 
eighth in the triple jump with 
a distance of 9.13 meters and 
seventh in the high jump with 
a clearance of 1.39 meters. 
Junior Samantha Overton 
led the Lady Hubs in the pole 
vault, finishing eighth with 
a clearance of 2.21 meters. 

Sophomore Elyse Manning 
recorded Rochelle’s top fin-
ish in the triple jump, marking 
9.23 meters for seventh.

Rochelle’s strongest relay 
group was the 1600-meter re-
lay (Gwendolyn O’Dell, Jas-
mine Walsh, Elyse Manning 
and Kyrie Cragin), which 
took second with a time of 
4:20.99. The Lady Hubs 
placed sixth in the 400-meter 
relay (Ryelee Bogle, Zoe 
Malley, Valerie Saldana and 
Katie Toczylowski) with a 

time of 54.99 seconds and 
sixth in the 800-meter relay 
(Elyse Manning, Gwendolyn 
O’Dell, Alex Neece and 
Kyrie Cragin) with a time 
of 1:52.77. Rochelle opened 
the meet with a seventh-
place performance in the 
3200-meter relay (Marley 
Cherry, Rose Luxton, Carol 
Carpenter and Kyrie Cragin), 
crossing the finish line with 
a time of 10:54.46.

At the fresh-soph level, 
Rochelle finished fifth in 

the 400-meter relay (Elyse 
Manning, Zoey Schabacker, 
Kaliyah Cathina and Gwen-
dolyn O’Dell) with a time 
of 53.32 seconds, fifth in 
the 1600-meter SMR (Reese 
Kissack, Kaliyah Cathina, 
Dylan Etes and Marley Cher-
ry) with a time of 5:06.08 
and sixth in the 800-meter 
relay (Zoey Schabacker, 
Reese Kissack, Dylan Etes 
and Kaliyah Cathina) with a 
time of 1:59.15. Rochelle’s 
throwers took fourth place 

in the 400-meter throwers 
relay (Maddie Peska, Aliyah 
Bonilla, Aaliyah Losoya and 
Makayla Ludwig) in 1:10.22.

Sophomore Jasmine 
Walsh led the Lady Hubs 
in the hurdle events, setting 
PRs to finish fifth in the 
100-meter hurdles (17.94 
seconds) and seventh in the 
300-meter hurdles (52.43 
seconds). Freshman Carol 
Carpenter led Rochelle in 
the 1600-meter run, placing 
13th in 6:00.85.

RTHS Girls Soccer (PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

Rochelle Lady Hubs score nonconference road victory against Rockford Lutheran on Saturday morning
The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team turned in a 4-0 shutout victory during its nonconference varsity road match against Rockford Lutheran on Saturday, May 3. Senior 
Makayla Lara scored two goals, while freshman Morgan DeLille and senior Emma Kennay each added one goal for the Lady Hubs (7-12, 1-7 Interstate 8), who ended a 
five-game losing streak with the win. Above, freshman Paige Harris (left) dribbles past defender Cali Conner and senior Emma Kennay (right) kicks the ball forward as 

Lily Maguire gives chase. Below, freshman Martha Landa (left) sends the ball forward and senior Makayla Lara (right) takes a corner kick for the Lady Hubs.
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RTHS Girls Soccer

SPORTS
(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

Rochelle Lady Hubs concede nonconference road loss against DeKalb on Thursday evening
The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team found the net twice during its nonconference varsity road match against DeKalb on Thursday, May 1. Senior Jeanette Valle and 
freshman Abigail Dougherty each scored goals for the Lady Hubs, who allowed three first-half goals during a 3-2 loss to the Barbs. Rochelle (7-11, 1-7 Interstate 8) 

totaled 10 shots and six shots on goal in the match. Above, senior Betty Flores (left) takes a free kick and freshman Abigail Dougherty (right) holds off a DeKalb 
defender. Below, senior Yasmin Bahena (left) races DeKalb’s Ailany Padilla for the ball and freshman Natalie Foster (right) sends the ball forward.
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RTHS Football

2025 Rochelle Football Family Night scheduled for May 13
ROCHELLE  — A 

reminder to all Rochelle 
football families - Mark 
your calendars now for the 
Rochelle Football Family 
Meeting Night on Tues-
day, May 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the RTHS Auditorium. 

This meeting is for 
all families of Rochelle 
football and any commu-
nity members who’d like 
to attend and learn more 
about the program. The 
meeting is for both return-
ing families and incoming 
freshman families. All 
transitioning eighth grade 
to freshman football fami-
lies should plan to attend.

This meeting will serve 
as the only parent meeting 
for the 2025 season. We 
will utilize this meeting 
to deliver all schedules, 
receive information re-
garding summer Hub 
Power, meet our staff and 
trainer, learn about our 
parent group and booster 
club as well as an in-depth 
look at our program phi-
losophy and expectations 
and most importantly, an 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions.

The Rochelle Football 
Family Meeting is an all-
inclusive opportunity to 
deliver all the information 

you will need for the 2025 
season. You do not want to 

miss it. So mark your cal-
endar today to attend our 

Rochelle Football Family 
Meeting Night on Tues-

day, May 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the RTHS Auditorium.

RTHS Athletics

Signing Day 
Ceremony set 
for May 8

Senior Nights scheduled
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School will hold its 2025 
Athletic Signing Day Cer-
emony in the main gym on 
Thursday, May 8 at 2:15 p.m.

Additionally, RTHS has 
announced the Senior Night 
dates for each of its spring 
sports programs. Senior 
Night for the boys and girls 
teams took place during the 

51st Annual Ogle County 
Invitational on Tuesday, 
May 6. Softball will host 
Senior Day against Genoa-
Kingston on Saturday, May 
10.

Girls soccer will host Se-
nior Night against Rockford 
Auburn on Monday, May 12 
and baseball will host Senior 
Night on Wednesday, May 
14 against Ottawa. Boys 
tennis will host Senior Night 
on Thursday, May 15 against 
Sterling Newman.
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Local People Providing Local Services
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815-562-4155
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Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
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815.453.2441

beveragefamilyfh.com
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815.562.4141

Rochelle, IL 61068
rochellefoodsjobs.com

INDUSTRIES  
Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com 
rochellefoodsjobs.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815.562.1250
silgancontainers.com

 
INSURANCE
Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

State Farm Insurance - Shane Huber
221 E. IL Route 38
815.562.7011
Shane@ShaneHuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen
101 Maple Avenue
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171
rochellenews-leader.com | newsmediadigital.com

 
REAL ESTATE
RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588
remax.com

 
RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates@gmail.com
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities

 
 
 
 
 
 

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
B&W Appliance
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253
bwrochelle.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815.915.7036
pfeifferfarms.com

 
SURVEY
Survey-Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideas.com

AGRICULTURE
CHS
1900 Steward Rd.
815.561.0650
jobs.chsinc.com

Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

 
ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th St.
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

 
ASSISTED LIVING/SENIOR HOUSING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404
lssi.org

 
ATTORNEYS
Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2156
fnclaw.com

Hewitt & Wagner 
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.com

 
AUTOMOTIVE
A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

Jeff Perry Auto Group
1260 N. 7th St.
815.561.4172 • jeffperrychevrolet.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040 
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway | PO Box 456
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

 
DENTAL SERVICES
Maintain Your Smile 
1001 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.2023
1110 S. Mulford Rd., Rockford
815.398.3879
maintainyoursmile.com

 
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria & The Red Brick Pub
418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456

Alfano’s Pizzeria 
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

T-Byrd Lanes
Beer, Bowling, Burgers & Slots
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza 
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza  
361 IL Route 38
815.561.6861  |  brownstaxoffice.com

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Grant Cooper CPA
Accounting, Payroll & Taxes
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083
115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Holcomb Bank
233 E. IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

 

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

 
FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home
704 6th St., Rochelle • 601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815.562.6872 | 815.453.2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 • ungerhorner.com

 
FURNITURE
Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

 
HEALTH SERVICES
Dr. K. Bailey
Podiatrist
1111 S. Alpine Road, Rockford 
815.985.1057 
Tuesdays & Thursdays only

Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
1201 Meriden St., Mendota

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 
andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
8884 S. IL Route 251
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland
815.758.8998 
theisenroofing.com

ICE CREAM SHOPS
Roiel Scoop
Rochelle’s Finest Ice Cream
316 N. 6th Street, Rochelle
630.544.9673

 
 
 
 

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

By Supporting These             Businesses
By Supporting These             Businesses

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650

www.jobs.chsinc.com

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
www.rochellehospital.com

Shop at these local 
businesses &
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SPORTS

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

MiniMini
Hi there! I’m Mini, and I’ve got a lot of personality packed into a small package! 
I may be a little spicy at times, but I promise I’m full of love and curiosity. I like 
to be the center of attention and will definitely let you know when I’ve had 
enough of being doted on - I’m a girl who knows what she wants! I prefer to 
live in a home with no other pets, so I can have all your love and attention to 
myself. I’m very curious and always want to know what’s going on around me, 
so be prepared for me to investigate everything you do! I love being talked 
to - I’ll listen to every word and probably chime in with a little meow of my own. 
If you’re looking for a cat with a bold personality who enjoys being the star of 
the show, I could be your perfect match. I might be spicy, but I promise, I’ve got 
a lot of love to give when I’m in the mood. Come meet me and see if we’re a 
perfect match - I can’t wait to show you just how much fun I can be!
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

                             or
                    Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

            to advertise on the  
              Pet of the Week Page!

Rochelle Little League

Rochelle Little League holds 2025 Opening Day Ceremony at Floyd J. Tilton Park’s Joe Doner Field on Saturday morning
Rochelle Little League held its 2025 Opening Day Ceremony at Floyd J. Tilton Park on Saturday morning. The annual event included a raffle drawing as well as the Little 
League pledge from Brayson Bouland (baseball) and Tinley Tabor (softball). Jeff Fiegenschuh and Kristi Gonzales tossed out the ceremonial first pitches and the event 

concluded with the T-shirt toss. 

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

403 403 
FARMS & FARM LANDFARMS & FARM LAND

Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send
this form, a photo and $12.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased:  Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

In Lieu of Verse, my message is:

Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send
this form, a photo and $12.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased:  Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

In Lieu of Verse, my message is:

Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send
this form, a photo and $12.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased:  Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

In Lieu of Verse, my message is:

Deadline is Wed., May 21 at 2 p.m.

These tributes will be published in the special 
Memorial Day section On May 25, 2025.

05042025

Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send
this form, a photo and $12.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased:  Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

In Lieu of Verse, my message is:
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You can email a high  
quality photo and  

verse number/message to:  
kwhite@rochellenews-leader.com. 

Please call 815-562-4171 to arrange 
payment or pay with this QR Code.

PUBLIC NOTICE
There will be a meet-
ing of the Ogle County 
Farmland Assessment 
Review Committee on 
Monday, May 19, 2025 
at 10:00am in the His-
toric Courthouse Room 
319, Oregon Illinois.  
The committee will 
discuss the Illinois De-
partment of Revenue’s 
Proposed 2026 farm-
land assessments, and 
hold a public hearing to 
review and adopt the 
values for Ogle Coun-
ty.  The proposed 2026 
farmland assessments 
are 10% above the 
2025 values. This meet-
ing is held pursuant to 
the Illinois Property Tax 
Code (35ILCS200/10-
120) and is open to the 
public. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tricia Black, 
Chief County Assess-
ment Officer
No. 0508
(May 7, 2025)

1101  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 SERVICES SERVICES 
AND REPAIRSAND REPAIRS
 
Furman’s Lawn Care 
& Tree Service. 26 
Years of Experience. 
Fully Insured. Weekly 
Mowing, Spring Clean 
Up & More. Call 
Jeremy 815-761-9619 
(RNL04162025)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. 
Available Monday-
Thursday 815-562-
4171 (9AM-3PM) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

6841 Joanne Avenue, Rochelle
Mon 5/12 - Sat 5/17  

9AM - 3PM
Chest Freezer $100, China Cabinet 

$50, Dog Equipment & More  
Most Items Priced $.05 - $25

EXTRA, EXTRA LARGE

www.jstoddard@kleinstoddard.com

ONE-CHANCE Sealed Bid Seal
137 Acres MOL, DeKalb County
134.45 Crop Acres with 136.9 P.I.

MALTA TOWNSHIP

Bid Deadline: June 2, 2025
Bid Packets Available May 7, 2025

To request a bid packet with
complete details,

Contact:
Steve Larson 815-786-2249

Manager, Larson Malta Farm LLC
or Jim Stoddard 815-748-0380

Klein, Stoddard, Buck & Lewis LLC
2045 Aberdeen Ct. Suite A,

Sycamore, IL 60178
jstoddard@kleinstoddard.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26
20
23

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

Read and 
Recycle

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland
227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

JACK Tilton competed in seven 
different events throughout his 
freshman track season, but no event 

drew his attention more than the high jump. 
The rewarding sensation of clearing the 
bar and the motivation of his misses have 
spurred him forward over his four-year 
career at RTHS.

It took Tilton nearly a full track season 
to enter the 5-foot range in the high jump, 
clearing that threshold for the first time 
in a competitive meet during a dual with 
Stillman Valley in April 2022. Just over 
three years later, Tilton is a senior and one 
of the highest-ranked high jumpers in the 
state, having cleared a personal record of 
6 feet 6 inches at the Rocket Invitational 
in Rock Falls on April 25. Tilton’s PR has 
increased by almost 2 full feet since the 
start of his RTHS career.

“I wasn’t very great during my fresh-
man year, but I always had good form and 
I always enjoyed it,” Tilton said. “When I 
got bigger and a little bit stronger, it became 
a lot easier… It’s a unique event because 
you always end on a miss, so there’s always 
something that I can improve on and that’s 
a good feeling. It’s definitely a really men-
tal event and if you get down on yourself, 
you aren’t going to jump as high and your 
form and timing will be off. There are a lot 
of little things and you have to be able to 
overcome the mental challenges and believe 
in yourself.”

Tilton will aim for even greater heights at 
the collegiate level after committing to con-
tinue his academics and his track and field 
career at Carthage College, where he intends 
to compete in the high jump while studying 
engineering. An Illinois Top Times Indoor 
State Meet qualifier this season, Tilton has 

totaled 10 high jump victories as a senior, 
winning the event at three indoor meets and 
seven outdoor meets. Tilton has cleared 6 
feet in all but two of his meets this spring.

“Carthage was the first school to send 
me a letter,” Tilton said. “It’s close and 
it has a very nice campus. Their athletic 
facilities are very nice and it was a really 
welcoming experience there. I’ve always 
loved to compete and having the opportunity 
to compete at a very nice school in one of 
the tougher conferences in Division III is 
nice…I want to bring a positive spirit and 
I want to jump high and win a lot of meets. 
I love being social and I’m looking to make 
some friends.”

A well rounded student-athlete who 
played four years of football and basketball 
at RTHS, Tilton has been an integral piece 
of the puzzle for the track and field team, 
which has defeated four Interstate 8 Confer-
ence foes and recorded seven top-3 meets in 
multi-team invitational this season. Tilton 
has contributed in the triple jump, holding 
a PR of 37 feet 8 ¾ inches, as well as both 
the sprints and the sprint relays during his 
senior season and throughout his four years 
with RTHS.

“We have a lot of great competition 
around here and I’ve had a lot of great 
coaches and teammates,” Tilton said. 
“They’ve been there for me and it means 
a lot… I’m excited to keep jumping higher 
and every time I clear those higher heights, 
I feel that I have more in the tank.”

Tilton has earned six varsity letters and 
has received Academic All-Interstate 8 rec-
ognition in each of his three sports during 
his four-year career at RTHS. Tilton will be 
the second Hub athlete in the last several 
years to continue his track and field career 
at Carthage, joining former RTHS track 
standout Mason DeLille, who currently 
holds the school triple jump record.

RTHS senior Tilton commits 
to compete at Carthage College

Rochelle senior Jack Tilton will be continuing his academics and his track and field 
career at Carthage College next year. Tilton intends to study engineering.

(COURTESY PHOTO)


