Oregon wins
Byron Jamboree

The Oregon High School
varsity softball team won
the Byron Jamboree.
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Speakes named
OJSHS principal

Jen Speakes has been
named the new OJSHS
principal. Page 3

OCUSD names
board members

The OCUSD recently
named two new school
board members. Page 3
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March 14 windstorm caused
RMU $516,236 worth of damage

26 total poles lost from weather damage

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A
March 14 wind storm
that hit the area caused
$516,236 worth of dam-
age and expense to the
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities electric department
through infrastructure and
personnel costs, RMU
Superintendent of Electric
Operations Blake Toliver
said April 22.

Around 11 p.m. on
March 14, the storm
knocked out power to
6,000 RMU customers out
of its total of 7,500.

“I still swear it was one
big gust of wind,” Toliver
said. “Because everything
was quiet and then every-
thing fell apart all at once.
We lost 26 poles total in
that storm throughout our
territory. Most of those
were on our trunk line,
our main feeds to all of
the different areas of our
territory, which is why it

(COURTESY PHOTO)
A March 14 wind storm that hit the area caused
$516,236 worth of damage and expense to the
Rochelle Municipal Utilities electric department
through infrastructure and personnel costs.

took out so many customers. It’s one of the worst
outages I’ve worked since I’ve been here. I’ve
been here almost 12 years and this is the most
significant damage that I’ve seen other than the
tornado in 2015.”

Within the first 24 hours after the initial response
from the March 14 storm, RMU restored power to
every home in its territory with the exception of
less than 25. Toliver called that feat “pretty signif-
icant” considering all the damage that happened.

See WINDSTORM page 10

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle-based creative company Do Art Productions
has seen recent growth in its workshop offerings in
recent years and has added a new performer.

Do Art Productions expands
workshops, adds performer

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle-based creative
company Do Art Pro-
ductions has seen recent
growth in its workshop
offerings in recent years
and has added a new per-
former.

Do ArtProductions was
established by Rochelle
native Jerry Moffitt and

his best friend, Chester
Roush. The business cre-
ates comics and art and of-
fersavariety of workshops
inavariety ofart mediums
to inspire community
members. It has recently
added a new performer
in Karen “Miss Karen”
Peterson, who specializes
in arts and crafts, namely
bead art workshops.

See DO ART page 2
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Serenity Hospice and Home holds 4th Annual Art Dash

OREGON — Art, energy, and excitement filled
the air on April 9 as Serenity Hospice and Home
hosted its fourth annual Art Dash Fundraiser, an
unforgettable evening celebrating creativity, com-
munity, and compassion.

Held at the generously donated venue of Rivers
Edge Experience in Oregon, the event brought
together local and out-of-town artists, enthusiastic
dashers, and spirited spectators for a night that was
as heartwarming as it was entertaining. With more
than 90 unique pieces of artwork—ranging from
photography and paintings to quilts, woodwork, and
more—the event showcased the incredible talent
and generosity of artists who donated their work
to support Serenity’s mission.

The dash itself was the highlight of the night:
registered participants, known as “dashers,” were
assigned random numbers and called up in groups
of four to make their dash around the room and

OBITUARIES

- Harlene‘Bean’D. Alderks
« DelLores Meiners
« Elaine B. Guyer

- Keith Worley select their favorite piece of art. The suspense and
- Betty May (Smith) excitement of seeing which artwork each dasher
Homer (COURTESY PHOTO)

would choose created a fun and electric atmosphere
that captivated everyone in attendance.
Some registered as “spectators” and came to

Art, energy, and excitement filled the air on April 9 as Serenity Hospice and Home
hosted its fourth annual Art Dash Fundraiser, an unforgettable evening celebrat-

- Thomas ‘Tom’E. Fane

Seepage 4 cheer on their favorite dashers, admire the artwork, ing creativity, community, and compassion.
and engage with the artists, many of whom were = Maddox during the viewing hour. Later ~ of co-organizers Karen Virnoche and
INSERTS presentto share stories and inspirations behind their  in the evening, an intermission featuring  James Brown, who have led the charge in
creations. [twasabeautiful blend of communitysup-  desserts from local bakers added a sweet ~ planning and coordinating the Art Dash
+ Felker Foods port, artistic expression, and heartfelt connection.  touch before the dashing resumed. for all four years.
+ Snyder Pharmacy Guests were treated to a delicious selection of This remarkable event would not be
+ Polo Foods appetizers prepared by chefs Susan and Michael possible without the tireless dedication See ART DASH page 9
+ Menards
« Farm & Fleet
« Runnings
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A Stillman Visa®
Gift Card is
the perfect gift
for graduates!
Stop in today!
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Classic Oldies Celebration River Cruise

v m Thursday, September 11th
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DoArtProductions’com-

ductions has traveled to 17

DO ART: ‘The biggest impact is seeing a shy kid come out of thelr shell and do art

From page 1

Do Art Productions will
host a bead art workshop at
the Flagg-Rochelle Public
Library May 6andhasothers
planned for later on in the
summer in Creston, Malta
and Mt. Morris.

“We’ve been expanding
our workshops into other
states,” Moffitt said. “We
wentto Floridatwice. Wedid
some workshops along the
way there and visited some
libraries. We have another
performer and we’ve been

going to more places. It’s
allowed us to reach more
people and get the word
out there more. We’ve been
working in a lot of schools
with assemblies with large
audiences of 300-500 kids.
That’s been fun working
with school kids and having
larger audiences. Werecent-
ly did 13 workshops in two
daysinLakeZurich. Awhole
school got to experience
our comic book workshop.
We’vebeen focusing on get-
tingintoschools, morestates,
anddoingmoreworkshops.”

ic book workshops consist
of the performers and at-
tendees drawing comics on
a whiteboard. Moffitt will
often do something like
juggling, riding a unicycle
or playing the guitar to spur
attendees’ imagination, and
they’re asked to draw him
asananimal such as a panda
bear or giraffe. Moffitt said
small dry erase boards are
handed out so the audience
can participate and connect
through the creative process.

Moffitt said Do Art Pro-

SERVICES

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up
Lawncare

Landscaping
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Shrubbery Trimming
& Planting

Mulching
Forestry Cutting

Gabriel Mack

pineview@daystar.io

AR W ale VR OEEINT

Phone * Fax
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NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! Three bedroom,
open concept great room plan 1,545 SQFT Ranch. Kitchen has
island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz countertop with
stainless range, dishwasher, and microwave. Primary bedroom
with private bath and walk-in closet, 1st floor laundry room, full
basement, and three car garage. Agent Owned.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

779-251-0254 - 815-946-4372

states so far, stretching from
Florida to North Dakota. It
will travel to 10 new states
in the west and south this
summer.

“Seeing the growth has
been unexpected,” Moffitt
said. “We weren’t necessar-
ily planning on doing work-
shops and being performers.
Wegetsomuchofaresponse
from parents, teachers and
librarians. That’s very moti-
vating and helps us to keep
moving forward. Thebiggest
impact is seeing a shy kid
come out of their shell and
do art. It’s rewarding to be
the catalyst for that.”

Moffitt said that working
with kids is a big reason for
why Do Art Productions
does the work it does. He’s
enjoyed being able to imple-
ment the things he’s learned
in comics to get a response
from people and making a
hobby into a career path.

Free Comic Book Day
is May 3. Do Art Produc-
tions has created a comic to
give out on that day, titled
“Adventure into Comic
Books with Mr. Jerry.” The
free comic book is geared
around whathappens attheir
workshopsandhowtomake

a comic.

Peterson has been in-
volved with Do Art Pro-
ductions since it started up,
but recently got involved
full-time.

“I'wanttobringcreativity
to others,” Peterson said. “I
really enjoy it and it makes
me happy to see others
become creative and be
happy themselves. I find it
rewarding when kids come
up to you after workshops
and thank you. I do it for the
kidsanditmakes mehappy.”

Moffitt said workshops
make up about 30 percent
of Do Art Productions’
work. The rest is made up
of traveling, scheduling,

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Do Art Productions was established by Rochelle na-
tive Jerry Moffitt and his best friend, Chester Roush.

networking, and creating
content. Do Art Productions
is currently preparing for
the summer, when it will
be presenting workshops
forkids in libraries and park
districts and offering team
building workshops for staft
at schools and businesses.
“It’sareally empowering
feeling to see how farwe’ve
come since we started,”
Moffitt said. “It shows that
the work we’ve put in is
paying off. It makes me
want to take another step
forward and take on more
performances or bigger
events and more crowds. It
makes me want to get out
of my comfort zone more.”

28™ Annual Chana School Museum Benefit
Rummage Sale set for May 30-31

CHANA —It’stimeto
clean out the garage, sort
the closets, and straighten
up thebasement. Collectall
thoseunused andunwanted
items for the annual 1883
Chana School Museum
Rummage Sale. The Chana
School Foundation would
appreciate any donated
items for this big fundraiser.
Contributionacknowledge-
ments will be available for
tax deductions for the IRS.
The Chana School Founda-
tionisanot-for-profit501c3
organization that maintains
and runs the 1883 Chana
School Museum.

Mark your calendar for
this year’s Sale to be held
at the Oregon Coliseum in

BYRON

220 W. 3rd St.

downtown Oregon on Fri-
day, May 30 (8-5 p.m.) and
Saturday, May 31 (8 a.m.
to noon). This fundraiser
generates funds to support
the old 1883 schoolhouse
and its programs. The
school museum is run by
volunteers and supported
through fundraisers, grants
and donations.

Donations for this huge
event will be taken right
afterthisyear’s Oregon City
Wide Garage Sales held
the weekend of Memorial
Day. Drop off days are
set for the Chana School
Museum Sale for Tuesday,
May 27 from 3-6 p.m.
and Wednesday, May 28
from 9 am. to noon. All

g SERVICE CALL SI’EI}IAI

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

ToII Free 877 353 7638

ANY
BIH\NII

(815)234-5133

blacktop drive. Agent owned.

$315,390 dickersonnieman.com/202500680

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN OGLE COUNTY! 1,803 SF Open concept
great room with cathedral ceiling.
walls of cabinets, island with brea fast bar, walk-in pantry closet,
stainless range, dishwasher and microwave. Primary bedroom with
double closet, private bath, main floor laundry room, bench seat
at garage entrance. Full basement, 3-car garage and deck and

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

Large dine in kitchen with 2

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 871-4004

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader!

items should be dropped
off at the north side of the
Coliseum on these dates
and times. Some items we
cannottake fordonationare
large entertainment centers,
large appliances, blinds,
mattress & springs, and car
seats. If there are questions
concerning what items we
can or cannot take please
call Ray at 815-979-2903.

The Chana School Mu-
seum is on the National
Register of Historical Plac-
es in the United States. It
you’d like to learn more
about the Chana School
Museum and how you
can become a volunteer
please call Connie at 815-
732-2447. Volunteers are
always needed for special
projects, school group
activities, fundraisers, and
so much more. If you
would like to help with this
year’s rummage sale call
Connie. Volunteers have
saved, moved, restored, and
operate the Chana School
Museum. Join us in our
continued efforts to keep
our local rural history alive
for all ages.

Diclgeﬁ
Nieman

REALTORS I

A

()

WHAT'S YOUR
HOME WORTH?

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

B CONTACTUS TO
FIND OUT

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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Speakes named principal of Oregon Junior Senior High School

OREGON — Oregon
CUSD 220 is proud to
announce the hiring of
Jen Speakes as the new
principal of Oregon Junior/
Senior High School.

“Throughoutmy career,
[’ve been part of many
hiring processes,” Super-
intendent Dr. PJ Caposey
said. “This was the finest
group of finalist candi-
dates I’ve encountered.
Jen set herself apart with
her unique combination
of instructional coaching
experience, high school
assistant principalship,
and proven success as a
junior high principal. She
is exactly the right fit for

where OJSHS is headed.”
Speakes brings with her
a deep commitment to the
Ogle County area and to
public education. A life-
long resident of the region,
she currently lives in Mt.
Morris with her husband,
Eric, and their daughter,
Harper, age 6. The family
has been farming locally
for the past four years.
Speakes holds a bache-
lor’sdegree in English with
a minor in pre-law from
Eastern Illinois University,
amaster’sinteaching from
Rockford University, and
a master’s in educational
leadership from the Amer-
ican College of Education.

Her professional experi-
ence spans more than 15
years, including:

Three years as an En-
glish teacher at Belvidere
High School; seven years
at Jefferson High School,
where she served as an En-
glish teacher, instructional
coach, and assistant princi-
pal; andthree years oflead-
ership at Meridian Junior
High, including one year
asprincipal-in-waitingand
two years as principal.

“I’'mhonored and excit-
ed to join Oregon Junior/
Senior High School,” said
Speakes. “This is a school
and district withapowerful
sense of purpose andadeep

commitment to students. I
can’t wait to partner with
staff, students, families,
and the community to build
on the great work already
underway and meet the
challenges ahead.”

Caposey expressed grat-
itude to all those involved
in the process. “Thank you
to our Leadership Team,
Board members, commu-
nity members, parents, and
OJSHS staff who helped
guide this important deci-
sion. Yourinput was critical
in selecting the next leader
for our flagship school.”

Speakes will officially
begin her new role this
summer.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Oregon CUSD 220 is proud to announce the hiring of
Jen Speakes as the new principal of Oregon Junior/

Senior High School.

OCUSD welcomes n

OREGON — Oregon
Community Unit School
District 220 is proud to
announce the addition of
two new members to the
Board of Education: Gary
Schrimpsherand Faith Mc-
Namee. Theirappointments
reflectthe district’s ongoing
commitment to leadership
grounded in integrity,
people-centered service,
and the relentless pursuit
ofexcellence. These values
are essential to our shared
vision of making OCUSD
aplace where performance
elicits pride.

Gary Schrimpsher has
lived in the Oregon district
for over 20 years. As the
owner of Xtreme Xpress
Transportation INC and
a passionate beekeeper,
Gary brings both entre-
preneurial insight and a
grounded appreciation for
hard work and community
engagement. “I wanted to
be on the OCUSD 220
Board of Education to
promote more transparen-
cy, help make our schools
the best they can be, and
protect the assets of our

taxpayers,” Schrimpsher
said.

Faith McNamee is a
lifelong resident of the
Oregon School Districtand
aproud graduate of Oregon
High School. With over a
decade of experience in
education — as a teacher,
coach, and now assistant
director at Summit Acad-
emy, aregional safe school
servingat-risk youthacross
Boone and Winnebago
Counties — Faith brings
both professional expertise
and deep community roots
to her new role. “It’s an
honor to give back to the
community that helped
shape who I am,” McNa-
mee said. “I care deeply
about our schools and am
excited to contribute my
experience and passion in
this role.”

Superintendent Dr. PJ
Caposey welcomed both
members to the Board:
“Gary and Faith each
represent a powerful com-
bination of dedication,
insight, and love for this
community. Their con-
tributions will strengthen

ew members

to Board of Education

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Oregon Community Unit School District 220 is proud to announce the addition of two new members to the
Board of Education: Gary Schrimpsher (left) and Faith McNamee (right).

our efforts to lead with
integrity and center our
decisions around what’s
best for our students, staff,

and families.”

OCUSD looks forward
to the continued growth
and success of the district

with the support and lead-
ership of its full Board of
Education. Together, we
remain committed to build-

ing a future where every
student can thrive — and
whereexcellenceisnotonly
expected but achieved.

Extension offers dial-gauge
pressure canning testing

OREGON — With
summer gardens gearing
up, it’s time to take canning
equipment out of storage.
Illinois Extensionin Boone,
DeKalb, and Ogle coun-
ties offers free dial-gauge
pressure canner testing
to ensure the equipment
works accurately. Testing
should be done annually
since the needle on a di-
al-gauge pressure canner
can become inaccurate,
causing foods to be un-
der-processed, increasing
the risk of serious illness
from botulism.

Various foods can be

canned at home through
boiling water bath canning
and pressure canning. Pres-
sure canning is required
when canning low-acid
foods, particularly meats
and vegetables. Having
equipment checked every
year is an important part of
the canning process. Tests
are free and take around 15
minutes per canner.

Call your local office
today to schedule an ap-
pointment: Boone County,
815-544-3710, DeKalb
County, 815-758-8194,
and Ogle County, 815-
732-2191.

Stillman Va“cy Nursery

9979 N. Kishwaukee Road

Stillman Va”cy, linois 61084

(815) 645-8113

Premium Hardwood - Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt + Mushroom Compost * Straw Bales

Delivery Available

08032020

8am to 1pm * Sunday, May 11th
at the Rochelle Wildlife Conservation Club

Indoor and covered outdoor seating
surrounded by nature.

Pancakes, sausage, bacon, scrambled
eggs, hash-browns and biscuits and gravy

$15 per person | kids 5 and under Free
Need to RSVP to Bob Grace at 815-622-8940 by 5/9

04202025
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YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ATTENTION
FAMILY AND
FRIENDS OF THE
CLASS OF 2025!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite
graduating senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $12 placement fee to the
Ogle County Life office at: 211 Hwy 38 E or mail to PO Box 175, Rochelle, IL 61068.
High quality photos* and message can be emailed to kwhite@oglecountylife.com.
Please call 815.732.2156 to arrange payment or
use QR code on this ad.

Deadline is 2:00PM on Wednesday, May 21.

This special feature will be
published on Monday, May 26, 2025.

back to you in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi.

T ENTRY FORM

N

IMACEY STODDARD

Could not be more
proud of you!
ILYM4E!
Mom and Dad

Photos may be picked up at the Ogle County Life office after the May 26 publication date or we can mail

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY):

GRADUATE'S FIRST/LAST NAME

Person submitting photo:

NAME

PHONE

EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after May 26, 2025. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on Wednesday, May 21, 2025.
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($12) along with this completed form to:

Ogle County Life « PO Box 175 * Rochelle, IL 61068
815-732-2156

Emailed photos* can be sent to kwhite@oglecountylife.com

OGLE COUNTY LIFE OFFICE HOURS : M-TH 9AM-3PM & FRI 9AM-1PM
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Obituaries

Harlene ‘Bean’
D. Alderks

POLO — Harlene
“Bean” D. Alderks, 59,
of Polo, passed away
Friday, April 25, 2025, at
her home surrounded by
family.

Harlene was born, Oc-
tober 16, 1965, in Dixon,
IL, the daughter of Har-
lan J. and Mary (Suter)
Alderks.

Harlene will be missed
by her family and her
Village of Progress family.
She enjoyed having fun,
traveling to Tennessee,
and giving a big hug with
a smile that would light up
a room. Harlene colored
pictures to give away and
hopefully bring joy to the
personreceiving. Shewasa

true representation of what
unconditional love was.

Survivors include sis-
ters: Dawn (David) Fitzger-
ald of Polo, half-sisters Judy
(Russell) Castle of Dixon,
Joanne Hitchcock of Ore-
gon, Brothers: Kevin (Di-
one) Alderks of Freeport,
half-brother Mike Gilroy
of Dixon; many Nieces and
Nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her Parents; sisters
Kimberly Alderks and La-
vona Crossen; step-brother
Jesse Gilroy .

Visitation will be Friday,
May 2, 2025 from 10:00
to 11:00 AM at the Polo
Family Funeral Home, 110
E. Dixon St. Polo. Grave-

side services will be held
at 11:30 AM at the White
Rock Cemetery in Kings
with Rev. Luke Schier
officiating.

In lieu of flowers, a me-
morials may be directed to
the Village of Progress or
in her name.

Visitwww.polofamily-
funeralhome.com to send
condolences.

Del.ores Melners

ASHTON — DeLores
was born into the Wil-
helms family on April 26,
1927 in Shannon, Illinois
where she also grew up as
a child. Her upbringing
was framed by the great
depression, World War 2
and the polio outbreak.
Following her education,
she became aschool teach-
erwith her firstassignment
being in a rural one room
school house.

She married Jay Mein-
ers on June 27, 1953 and
they moved to Ashton, I1-
linois where they spent the
restoftheirlives. Together
they raised a family of
three boys on small town
values and builta business
(Crest Foods) thatremains
a thriving, culture-driven

operation that is at the
heart of Ashton today. Jay
preceded her in death on
October 2, 1988.

DeLores’ world re-
volved around her ev-
er-expanding family
where she was at the
center of any activity or
celebration. She loved to
travel, her yard, flowers,
birds at the feeders, and
her dogs. Shedidn’tseem
to know a stranger as she
would talk with anyone.
She was sassy, irreverent,
found humor everywhere,
had her own sense of style
and enjoyed every bit of
her 98 years.

Delores leaves behind a
blessed family of 3 sons:
Steve(Mary-deceased),
Jeff(Joan), Mike(Joyce)—

8 grandchildren: Garett(-
Candace), Erika(Dan),
Gaven(Tracy), Brandon(-
Carly), Chelsea(Guill-
ermo), Andra(Erik),
Natalie(Justin), Marin(-
Jazmyn)— 10 great grand-
children: Warren, Wallace,
Drew, Ryder, Tanner,
Brileigh, Kaelyn, Bennett,
Boyd, Etta.

Our world is a better
place for having known
DeLores.

Keith Worley

T
| ! ‘
"
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ROCHELLE — The
family of Keith Worley is
saddened to announce his
unexpected passingonApril
15, 2025 at the age of 64.

He was born on April 1,
1961 to his parents Ray and
Helen Worley.

Keith Worley, a proud
union carpenter local 792
and friend to many, passed
away peacefully. Keithded-
icated hislifetohis craft, but
a reputation for hard work,
integrity, and pride in every
job he touched.

Outside of his work,
Keith found his greatest joy
in spending time with his
family and friends. Whether
watching wildlife in the
back yard, checking out

swapmeets, or simply shar-
ingameal, Keith’s presence
was a constant reminder of
the importance of loyalty,
laughter, and love.

Keith’s spirit lives on in
thememorieshe created, the
lessons he taught, and the
many lives he touched with
hiskindness and generosity.
He will be deeply missed
but forever remembered
by all who had the honor
of knowing him.

He is preceded in death
by father Ray Worley, broth-
er Lynn Worley, nephew
Adam Aurand, and his
grandparents.

He was survived by
daughter Jennifer Peterson,
grandson Nicolas Peter-

son, mother Helen Worley,
brother Ed (Sue) Worley,
sister Peggy Worley, sister
Christine (Keith) Van Dyke
and several nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of Keith’s
lifewillbe held July 5,2025
at the Conservation Club
in Chana, IL, from noon to
4:00. Please come join us
share your memories.

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the
use of any material is at the discretion of management. All letters must
be signed or they will not be considered for publication. During election
times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be
considered for publication. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or
to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged
fo use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks. Criticism o
individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize
the publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they
are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting.
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Adbvertisers please read your ad on the first day of publication. If there are
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Elaine B. Guyer

OREGON — FElaine
B. Guyer, age 78, passed
away in her home on
Saturday Morning April
26, 2025. Elaine was born
on December 22, 1946 in
Dixon, IL; the daughter of
Jacob & Arlene (Giffrow)
Jecklin. She attended the
Polo countryschool. Elaine
married Hale Guyer on
June 24, 1989 in Oregon,
IL.

Elaine worked as alegal
secretary and later with the
Byron Bank, and as a local
realtor. Prior to that she
owned the Eatery in Polo.
She was loved by many
during each of her careers.

She loved riding the mo-
torcycle and traveling with
her husband.

Elaine is survived by
her husband: Hale Guyer;
brother: Jim (Cathy) Jeck-
lin, Dixon, IL; nephews
and nieces: Jeff (Sandy)
Shipman, Polo, IL, Tim
(Diane) Shipman, Dixon,
IL, and Kris (Steve Bar-
dell), Rochelle, I, Jake and
Mitch Jecklin.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; son:
ScotDeWall; and hersister:
Ruth.

Memorial services will
be held on Friday May 2,
2025 at 11:00 A.M. in All

Saints Lutheran Church,
Byron, IL; with Vicar Mi-
chelle Wandersee officiat-
ing. Visitation will be held
onFriday May 2,2025 from
10:00 A.M. until service
time in All Saints Lutheran
Church, Byron, IL.

In lieu of flowers me-
morials to cause for paws.

Betty May (Smith)

SOUTH BELOIT —
Betty May (Smith) Homer,
age 101, of South Beloit,
IL passed away on April
29, 2025 in Beloit, WL
Betty was born August
30, 1923 in Marlette, MI
the daughter of Ethel and
Egbert (Martin) Smith.

Sheattended aoneroom
school through the 8th
grade, then bussed to Mar-
lette High School, gradu-
ating in 1940. Graduated
from Baker University in
Flint, MI as a Secretary.

Betty married George
Reevesin 1946 andmoved
to Mt. Morris, IL. She was
employed by Watt Pub-
lishing Co. as a secretary.
One of her greatest joys
was when they adopted
Randall and Lesa. She
was an active member of
the Church of the Brethren.
George and Betty were
active in Boy Scouting
and started Troop 99 in
Mt. Morris

In 1970, Betty married
Percy Homerand moved to
South Beloit, IL. She was
an active member of the

Homer

Rockton United Methodist
Church, United Methodist
Women and New Century
Book Club. Betty enjoyed
traveling throughout the
U.S. and Alaska, Canada,
Mexico, Israel, Europe,
British Isles and Asia.
She loved antiquing and
playing bridge.

Betty is survived by
and will be missed by
her daughter, Lesa (Don)
Stevens; granddaughters,
Abigail (Savanah) Ste-
vens-Kellman and Jillian
(Devon Pilz) Stevens
all of South Beloit, IL;
step-granddaughter, Anna
Peeken; four great-grand-
children; sister-in-law,
Marguerite Zatt of Bar-
rington, IL; as well as
many nieces, nephews and
special friends.

Betty is preceded in
death by husbands George
Reeves and Percy Ho-
mer; son, Randall Reeves;
step-daughter, Mary Peek-
en; parents; sisters, Gene-
vieve Hagar of Riverside,
CA, Donna Sutton of
Pt. Huron, MI; brothers,

Kenneth Smith of Mar-

lette, MI, Harold Smith
of Colorado Springs, CO;
step-grandsons, John and
Tom Peeken of Lafayette,
IN.

A Funeral Ceremony
will be held at 11:00 a.m.,
Saturday, May 10,2025 in
Rockton United Methodist
Church, 102 W. Chapel St.,
Rockton, IL with Pastor
Carolyn Lukasick offici-
ating. A visitation will
be held from 10:00 a.m.
until time of ceremony,
Saturday. Burial in Floral
Lawn Cemetery, South
Beloit, IL.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be given to
Rockton United Methodist
Church, 102 W. Chapel St.,
Rockton, IL 61072.

Thomas ‘Tom’ E. Fane

OREGON — Thomas
“Tom” E. Fane, 80, passed
away peacefully with his
loving wife by his side
in their Oregon home on
Friday, April 25, 2025.
He was born on August
28, 1944, in Dixon, IL,
the son of Fugene and
(H)Louise (Miller) Fane.
He graduated from Dixon
High School and went on
to attend Northwestern
University. After his time
in Evanston, he dedicated
over 40 years to Woods as
an IT programmer. Tom
married the love of his
life Deborah Bennett in
Oregon, IL, on June 18,
1993. They spent the next
32 years together build-
ing a life in the Oregon
community. Tom had a
well-known passion for
golf; not only did he play
faithfully in the Tuesday
Night Golfers League,
but he could also reliably

be found on the Silver
Ridge fairways any given
weekend. Beyond golf, he
wasan avid Chicago Cubs
and Bears fan, along with
the Blackhawks- when
they were winning that is.
Tom had anoted adoration
for muscle and sports
cars as well, curating an
impressive collection over
the years. Recognized by
many for his quippish
sense of humor, Tom
always had a joke at the
ready. Above all, Tom’s
greatest joy was spending
time with his family.
Tom is preceded in
death by his parents and
brothers-in-law, Henry
Kasper and Jack Sitter.
He is survived by his
loving wife Deb Fane of
Oregon, IL; sons Dennis
Fane and David Fane of
Toledo, OH; sisters Betty
Kasper and Barbara Sitter
of Dixon, IL; special golf
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partner Uncle Terry Lewis
of Rockford, IL; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Cremation rites are
scheduled with a celebra-
tion of life at Silver Ridge
Golf Course Clubhouse
at 3069 N. Hill Rd, Or-
egon, IL, 61061 on May
19th from 4pm-7pm. In
lieu of flowers, memorial
donations can be made to
one of his favorite char-
ities: Boys Town or St
Jude’s. To leave an online
condolence or plant a tree
in his memory please visit
www.farrellhollandgale.

com.
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Leaf Soaring Eagles 4-H club holds talk and demonstrations activities

<

On Saturday, March 29, the Leaf Soaring Eagles 4-H club held one of their talk and demonstrations activities.
Each 4-Her that wants to participate in the fair judging must perform one talk and demonstration before fair
time. This activity helps the 4-Her practice talking in front of a judge. Other 4-H members are there to ask
questions and give support during the presentation. Kaden Lingbeck presented his variety of chickens. Lydia
Sherburne talked on health, fitness, scrapbooking and food projects. David Wehler discussed his photography
project and how to accomplish what he did. Henry Hodson showed his woodworking project and explained

how he made it as well as what it was for. (Courtesy photos)

o/

Oregon Lions Club to serve pancakes June 7

3

Oregon Lions Club committee members recently gathered at The Village Bakery to get the ball rolling for a
Pancake breakfast which will be held Saturday, June 7 at the United Methodist Church in Oregon. All proceeds
will be gifted to the Ogle County K9 unit. Watch for more information on this important event. (Courtesy
photo)

Rock River Valley Blood Center announces new donor portal

ROCKFORD -
The Rock River Valley
Blood Center (RRVBC)
announced the launch of a
new donor portal on April
7. The portal is designed
to streamline the process
of scheduling blood do-
nations and enhancing the
overall donor experience.

The updated portal of-
fers donors an easy-to-
use platform to quickly
schedule appointments,
track donation history,
and receive personalized
reminders. This advance-
ment is part of RRVBC’s
ongoing commitment to
making blood donation as
accessible and convenient
as possible for the local
community.

“We are thrilled to
offer this new tool to
our dedicated donors,”
said Maggie Anderson,
RRVBC marketing and
recruitmentspecialist.“The

new portal will not only
make scheduling donations
more efficient but will also
allow us to better engage
with our donors to ensure
we can continue to meet
the critical need for blood
in our area.”

The new donor portal is
now availableonrrvbe.org.
Donors can create orupdate
their accounts, manage
appointments, and access
important information re-
garding blood donation.

For more information
on how to make an impact,
visit rrvbc.org or contact
(815) 965-8751.

The Rock River Val-
ley Blood Center is your
community blood center
and is the only provider
of blood products and
services to Mercyhealth
Javon Bea Hospital-Rock-
ton, Mercyhealth Javon
Bea Hospital-Riverside,
Mercyhealth Hospital and

Knox College students named
to winter 2025 Dean’s List

GALESBURG —
High-achieving students
were named to the Knox
College Dean’s List for the
2025 Winter Term. To be
named to the Dean’s List, a
studentmusthave earned at
least 2.5 credits in the term,

with a grade point average
of 3.6 or better (on a 4.0
scale).

Locals honored includ-
ed: Jed Bothe of Oregon;
Luke Mathieu of Byron;
and Alexis Reisinger of
Davis Junction.

Medical Center—Harvard,
Mercyhealth Hospital and
Trauma Center-Janes-
ville, Mercyhealth Hospi-
tal and Medical Center—
Walworth, Mercyhealth
Hospital and Physician
Clinic—Crystal Lake, OSF
Saint Anthony Medical
Center, UW Health Swed-
ishAmerican Hospital, UW
Belvidere Medical Center,
UW Carbone Cancer Cen-
ter Rockford, Beloit Health
System, Edgerton Hospital
and Health Services, FHN
Memorial Hospital and

Rochelle Community Hos-
pital. The center has three
convenient donor centers
in Rockford and Freeport
and the ability to support
up to three mobile drives a
day. The Rock River Val-
ley Blood Center ensures
that the right blood type is
available at the right time
for local patients whose
lives may depend on it.
Patients and their families
rely on individuals to pro-
vide life-giving red blood
cells, plasma, and platelets
through blood donation.
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Country Road Greenhouses to hold
annual public sale May 17-18

CRESTON—Country
Road Greenhouses, LLC,
wholesale growers ofnative
plants and the exclusive
producer of the Prairie
Plugs™ grow method,
will be hosting its eighth
Annual Spring Sale May
17-18 at its grow facility
near Rochelle. A wholesale
supplier of native plants to
governmental and nonprofit
groups for environmental
projects, Country Road will
host the sale, which is open
to the public, from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. both days.

CRG continues its quest
to help the environment that
began on their farm40 years
ago. Bought by the Reding-
ton Family from lifelong
grower Larry Creekmur,
the farm has been providing
solutions to landscaping
challenges for the past 40
years with resolutions that
are time-tested. Peggy and
Bryan,alongwithsonRyne,
have more than 25 years of
environmentally friendly
growing experience. Peggy
also is a lifelong horti-
culturist. The Redingtons
purchased their legacy farm
in 2018.

“We sell only native
perennial forbs, grasses,
sedges and also native trees
and shrubs,” co-owner Bry-
an Redington said. “These
plants are friendly to polli-
nators such butterflies and
bees, etc.”

The native plants to this
regionthatwill be featured at
the sale include milkweeds,
nativesunflowers and asters
thatare utilized in emergent
wetlands and woodlands to
full-sun dry areas. Plants
native to Illinois also are
native to Wisconsin, lowa
andIndiana. Foranentirelist
of plants to be offered at the
sale, see the CRG scrolling
list at PrairiePlugs.com.

Throughout the year,
exclusivesales fromvarious

plants grownonthe farmare
made wholesale to groups
and organizations such as
Wild Ones, a native plant
not-for-profit. Wild Ones
promotes native landscapes
through education, advoca-
cy,and collaborative action.
Other CRG wholesale cli-
ents include the Friends
of the Chicago River, The
Wetlands Initiative, the
Forest Preserve District
of DuPage County, Lake
County Forest Preserve
District, St. Charles Park
District and the Rockford
Park District.

The farm is located 12
miles west of DeKalb, three
miles east of Rochelle and
one mile north of Casey’s
gas station in Creston. The
Spring Sale is open to the
public. Thesalewill include
individual vegetable plants
and trees, as well as plants
grown with their exclusive,
patented “Prairie Plug”
method.

ThePrairie Plug™meth-
odis anative plant grownin
a flat container with a hole
on the bottom that can be
used to pop the plant out for
easy planting.

“Plug Trays are the most
popular way to purchase
native prairie plants to “Go
Native” when for restoring
landtoits native state,” Peg-
gy Redington said. “These
plants have deeps roots
up to 15 feet deep that are
flood and drought resistant.
Prairie plants are like the
icebergs of the real world.
Their true scope can only be
realizedbeneath the surface.
Each spring we burn the
fieldstoeliminateweeds and
other invasive species. The
root systems remain intact
andplantsbegintoresurface
almost immediately.”

The sale also features
first and second-year trees
and shrubs in three-gallon
containers.

Residential electronics recycling
collection event is May 17

OREGON — The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Department
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electronics
recyclingeventon Saturday,
May 17 from 8 a.m. to
noon at 909 Pines Road in
Oregon.

This event is for Ogle
County residents only and
a free permit is required in
advance of the event. To
obtain a free permit call
815-732-4020 or email
solidwaste@oglecountyil.
gov and provide yourname,
address, phone number and
email address by 4 p.m. on
Friday, May 16.

Accepted items include
alltelevisions and computer
monitors, computers, com-
puter hardware and cables,
laptops, tablets, cell phones,
printers, FAX machines,
scanners, shredders (no
tubs), copiers, video gaming
equipment, DVD/VCRs,
cable/satellite boxes, stereo
equipment, radios, digital
clocks, cameras, calculators,

phone systems, holiday
light strands, extension
cords, rechargeable batter-
ies, printer ink cartridges,
CD/DVDs, and CFL bulbs.
Microwave ovens accepted
for$5 perunit. Cashorcheck
accepted.

Limit seven (7) large
or bulky items per permit
and one permit per county
household permonth. Busi-
nessorinstitutional electron-
ic materials not accepted at
these events. Business or
institutional electronics are
accepted by the OCSWMD
via a separate program.
Call the number above for
more information and pric-
ing for business electronic
recycling, and to make an
appointment for drop off of
the materials to be recycled.

For more information
about this recycling event
call the OCSWMD at the
number above, visit Www.
oglecountyil.gov, or on
Facebook at Ogle County
Solid Waste Management
Dept.
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* On May 19, 1536,
Anne Boleyn, the unfor-
tunate second wife of En-
gland’s King Henry VIII,
was beheaded at the Tow-
er of London on charges
including adultery, incest
and conspiracy against
the king, after just three
years of marriage.

* On May 20, 1992,
in an attempt to end the
blight of graffiti vandal-
ism, the Chicago City

Council passed an ordi-
nance banning the retail
sale of spray paint and
large markers within city
limits, describing them as
“weapons of terror.”

* On May 23, 1979,
rocker Tom Petty declared
bankruptcy in an effort
to free himself from his
contract with Shelter
Records.

(c)2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.

How Democrats can
become the party of
the American people

E following is
part of a speech [
made recently to

the ABT (Action for a Better
Tomorrow), an affiliate of
the Democratic PartyinLee
County. lintroduced myself
as “‘a moderate liberal, an
independent who reliably
votes Democratic,” and
presented ideas about how
to communicate with mod-
erates and conservatives.

The history of both par-
ties has often been one
of failing to speak in the
language of persuadable
voters, overinterpreting
mandates, enacting policies
that the public isn’t ready to
accept; and then suffering
defeat at the next election.
The Democratic Party came
to an end of this cycle last
November. The Republican
Party is now at stage one, as
it institutes one unpopular
policy after another, under
the delusion that it has a
mandate. The Democratic
Party must in my opinion
escape that cycle if it hopes
to be the voice of the Amer-
ican people.

Anunderstanding of the
moral values of liberals and
conservatives might help
bring about that transfor-
mation. Social psychologist
Jonathan Haidt identifies,
based on his research, six
moral foundations that mo-
tivate people’sreligious and
political loyalties.

The difference
between liberals
and conservatives
comes down, he
says, to which of
themthey careabout
the most. Genetics
play a strong role
inthesepreferences,
which have deep
roots in the instinct-driven
cores of our minds.

Liberals focus on three
moral foundations: One is
“fairness” and another is
“liberty.” Butmostofall lib-
eralsemphasize “caring,” or
what I would call kindness,
or a desire to protect people
from harm.

Conservatives support
all of those plus three more:
One ofthemis “loyalty,” the
need for the community to
stick togetheragainstoutsid-
ers. Another is “authority,”
the importance of respect for
and obedience to those who
are aboveus. Conservatives
also support “sanctity,”
which upholds purity and
distrusts outside influences.

Loyalty, authority, and
sanctity reflect, as I see it,
a desire for a strong society
thatprovides asafeplace for
its people.

Conservatives, accord-
ingto Mr. Haidt, valueall six
moral foundations equally.
Liberals, on the other hand,
show little if any concern
for loyalty, authority, and
sanctity, and concentrate
almostexclusively oncaring
and fairness, and, to a lesser
extent, liberty. The liberal
disregard for authority, loy-
alty, and sanctity increases
the farther we look to the left

on the political spectrum,
along with an increasing
inability to understand and
communicate effectively
with conservatives.

Thispresentsachallenge
to be overcome if Demo-
cratsareto gettheirmessage
across to abroad segment of
the public and expand their
base of support. Indeed, Mr.
Haidtattributes the political
successes of conserva-
tives over the past several
decades to their ability to
appeal to the full range of
moral foundations, and the
inability of Democrats and
other liberals to do so.

We won’t overcome this
barrier by using logical ar-
guments based on our own
moral foundations and our
own version of reality. We
can, however, enlist conser-
vatives insupportof change
if we work from within
their worldview, including
the moral foundations that
they cherish. Researchers
found, for example, that
describing LGBTQ people
to conservatives as “proud
and patriotic Americans
who contributeto the Amer-
icaneconomy”’significantly
increased their support for
same-sex marriage, while
appeals to “fairness” had
no effect.

Thisisnotapanacea, but
it is a part of what we must
dotoreachthepersuadables
who voted for Don-
ald Trump in the
last election. These
are the moderates
and non-MAGA
conservatives who
will listen to reason
if it’s expressed in
their language and
withrespectfortheir
values. These are
thepeoplewhocanmakethe
Democratic Party the party
of the nation as a whole.

I believe that Democrats
canaggressively opposethe
policies of Donald Trump
while also communicating
effectively with moderates
and conservatives. That
will require us to express
opposition in a manner that
won’t alienate those voters
and won’t energize the
MAGA base.

Underneath it all is the
need for civility—prin-
cipled opposition that
respects the humanity
of everyone and doesn’t
ridicule or demonize the
people we disagree with.
Abraham Lincoln is my
role model for that ap-
proach: He made it clear
where he stood without
resorting to uncivil words
and behavior. How we
express ourselves in the
months and years ahead
will be as important as our
message.

Lowell Harp is aretired
school psychologist who
served school districts in
Ogle County. His column
runs monthly in The Ogle
County Life. For previous
articles, you can follow
himon Facebook at http://
fb.me/lowellharp.

Lowell
Harp

Letter: Small farms, big farms

EAR editor,
Table crops:
“The federally

funded Local Food Pur-
chase Assistance and the
Local Food for Schools
programs, both begun
during the pandemic,
focused on small, local
farms in aim of building
stronger domestic food
supply chains. Grants
allowed schools and food
banks to buy meat, dairy
and produce from small
farms. Trump administra-
tion last month nixed more
than $1 billion for local
food programs. Kristi
Jones, deputy director of
the Illinois Department of
Agriculture: Illinois had
been planning on nearly
$15 million from the next
round of funding for the
food bank program. Farm-
ers already had begun
planning and spending
on seeds and equipment.
(Stateline)

Commody crops:
“$522.7 billion in farm
subsidies from commodi-
ty, crop insurance, disaster
programs and conserva-
tion payments [were] paid
[by Federal Government]
between 1995 and 2023.”
(Environmental Work-
ingGroup) Whatever the
numbers, farmers have
long been at trough of
Federal largess.

“U.S.row crop farmers
produce enormous quan-
tities of food, and they
depend on selling lots of
it overseas. They thrive
under free trade policies.

They’realso big spenders,
laying out billions on the
heavy equipment, seed
and fertilizer they use.
Which makes them dou-
bly vulnerable to tariffs.”
(IPM)

“‘More than 20% of
farm income comes from
exports,” said American
Farm Bureau Federation
President Zippy Duvall.
‘Tariffs will drive up the
cost of critical supplies,
and retaliatory tariffs will
make American-grown
products more expensive
globally. The combination
notonly threatens farmers’
competitiveness in the
short-term, but it may
cause long-term damage
by leading to losses
in market share,’
said Duvall.

“During his first
term, when a trade
war he started with
China cut deeply
into U.S. agricul-
tural exports, Trump’s
Department of Agriculture
compensated farmers with
$28 billion in aid. Recent-
ly, just after cutting the lo-
cal food programs, USDA
announced it was expedit-
ing $10 billion in direct
payments to commod-
ity farmers through the
Emergency Commodity
Assistance Program. The
White House is reportedly
considering billions more
in farm subsidies. Many
farmers believe Trump
will take care of them
again this time. Not Vance
Ehmke [farmer]. He said

he ‘wouldn’t bet 5 cents’
on a bailout, given all the
budget cuts in Washing-
ton.”(IPM) “Joe Janzen,
an agricultural economist
with the University of
[llinois notes that Trump
is working to drastically
slash spending across the
federal government.”(-
Fortune) ‘None of us like
[direct payments],” said
farmer Andy Hineman,
who is vice president of
the Kansas Grain Sorghum
Producers Association.
‘We don’t want to live
on government handouts.
We’d rather sell the crops
we grow. (IPM)
“Farmers endured
Trump’s previous trade
war with China
during his first
term. But this time,
Trump’s tariffs ex-
tend around the
globe, so China
likely won’t be the
lastcountry toretal-
iate with tariffs of its own.
“The hope for farmers is
that Trump’s tariffs will
lead to negotiations with
other countries that will
lower tariffs and other trade
barriers. ‘That’s the type
of positive development
that we can do that’s good
for everybody involved,
and that’s what we need
to look for,” American
Soybean Association Pres-
ident Caleb Ragland said.
‘Instead of beating each
other up with higher and
higher tariffs — it’s just
like punching each other
in the face. We’re not go-

ing to gain anything from
it. It’s just going to cause
us to hurt. That would be
my encouragement to the
administration, is to look
for opportunities and get
some great deals done
proactively.

“One of the biggest
long-term concerns is that
American farmers and
ranchers will lose market
share as China turns to
Brazil and other countries
to buy the soybeans, beef,
chicken and other crops it
consumes. Loss of market
share is a big deal. It takes
decades to build trading
relationships. The U.S.
has long enjoyed a good
reputationasareliable food
supplier. Farmers don’t
want to throw that away.
But Kenneth Hartman Jr.,
president of the National
Corn Growers Associa-
tion, worries that his best
export partner, Mexico,
will soon be looking else-
where for corn. ‘If we get
tariffs for too long, these
other countries are going to
start talking to Brazil and
Argentina, and they can
take a lot of our markets
away, said Hartman. ‘And
when you lose markets, it’s
hard to get them back.””
(APNews) “North of the
border, Canadian agri-
culture economists worry
that the U.S. tariffs have
already done irreparable
damage to the economies
of both countries.” (CBC)

Henry Tideman,
Oregon

Ron Kern: Concerns about tariffs

SIwrite,accord-
ing to the “old
timers”, [’ve got

about 10 more days left
to plant my potatoes. Not
sure where the old norm of
getting tubers in the ground
before Good Friday came
from, but I do know those
“old timers” will even get
outthere inthemud tomake
that deadline.

For me I'm moving at
my own pace. Been plant-
ing spuds for over 30 years
and never had a failed crop
and made the Good Friday
timeline only about halfthe
time. Soyouwillfindmeout
planting those little starch
carriers when the soil is fit
and my back isn’t aching.

Plenty of angst in the
farm community over trade
tariffs imposed last month
by the Trump Administra-
tion. With a majority of the
potash we use for crops in
the U.S. coming from Can-
ada it will be interesting to
see how producers react to
fertilizer needs.

We at the Illinois Farm
Bureau support a rules-
basedapproachtotrade,and
our farmers simply cannot

afford the uncertainty of a
potential trade war. Farm
income has declined for a
secondstraightyear,and we
know from experience that
farmers and rural commu-
nities are the first to suffer
from retaliatory tariffs. We
hopethe administration will
consider the economic im-
pact on Illinois farmers and
rural communities when
contemplating tariff
implementation.

[llinois is the
largest total ex-
porting state in the
Midwest and the
fourth largest in
the country. Illinois
is the third-largest
exporter of agri-
cultural commodities in
the country. Total exports
from Illinois in 2023 were
estimated at $81 billion. Of
that, approximately $13.7
billion can be attributed
to agriculture. Since 2019,
[llinois’ total exports have
increased by $18.9 billion,
or 31.7%. Export activities
support over 800,000 jobs
in [llinois

[llinois Farm Bureau
continues to meet with

[llinois congressional mem-
bers to share our concerns
about tariffs. Our message
is clear:

Tradeandtariffsareareal
concern for our farmers and
understand the significance
in free trade.

Trade and tariffs are a
national legislative priority
for IFB in 2025.

Our priorities are:

Defend trade
deals for Illinois
farmers,

Ensure blanket
tariffs are not the
trade policy of the
United States,

Explore new
markets for Illinois
agricultural prod-
ucts, and

Expand current trade
agreements, remove barri-
ers, and increase demand
forlllinois agriculture prod-
ucts.

Exportmarkets are akey
to agricultural profitability.

Export markets for agri-
cultural goods are essential
forkeeping farms financial-
ly healthy and trade fig-
ures represent significant
contributions to farmers’

Ron
Kern

bottom line.

Establishing new, di-
verse market opportunities
and eliminating existing
trade barriers are vital to
the financial sustainability
of U.S. agriculture.

The U.S. continues to
sit still and lose big on
trade while our competitors
strike new deals and ex-
pand marketaccess/market
share for their goods.

Enforcing existing
agreements and ensur-
ing that countries uphold
their trade commitments
is crucial.

Agricultureneeds strong
advocates for trade in Con-
gress and the White House.

Tariffs are a tax on the
consumer. The consumer
will pay that tariff. Tariffs
will trigger retaliatory
tariffs, and agriculture is
always the focus of those
retaliatory tariffs. Rather
than tariffs we would like
to see the Trump admin-
istration expand current
trade deals and create new
trade deals.

Ron Kernisthemanager
of the Ogle County Farm

Bureau.

Letter: 100 days and still a Republic

EAR editor,
Over the last
fewweeksmany

letters and articles have
mentioned the phrase “our
democracy”, the thing we
are to hold dear, but our
Republic of States was
created to preserve liberty,
not democracy. Democ-
racy is the seed to ruin of
liberty. The closer we get
to pure democracy, the
further we are from liberty.
Democracies consolidate
power, republics balance
and decentralize power.
Underpure democraticrule
the majority simply votes
away the life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness of the
minority, even inalienable
rightsunder disguise of law.

The 1776 era was a

demand for recognition
by a capricious arrogant
monarchrefusing therights
of Englishmen, refusing
them the power to regulate
themselves, and denying
representation in decisions
concerning them.
The ultimate con-
solidation of power.
Upon our separation
and in consideration
of the failures ofhis-
tory arepresentative
form of government with
independent branches was
designed. The purpose was
tokeep central government
limited and decentralized.
Starting with Federalists
immediately overreaching
their limits, here we are
today with the claim to the
largest government and

military in history. The
original decentralization
of power by congressional
districts of 30,000 people
was lost by 1929 Act of
Congress limiting House
membership to 435. To-
day’s districts are
about 750,000 peo-
ple each, diluting
citizens to 1/25" of
their former influ-
ence.

In the Illinois
legislatureare two bills con-
solidating power. HB2515
and SB2217. Both seek to
merge “small” townships
together or into the county.
Itshould be noted that most
ofthesearerural townships,
but the decision of the ma-
jority will be from urban-
ized areas whom it does not

affect. The gerrymandered
control of Illinois does not
properly represent small
townships. The persuasions
will be efficiencies and cost
savings — some possible,
others specious. To me
those arguments matter
little. Even though a small
step, it is a further example
of government pulling into
itself. Call, write, text your
representatives and express
your ideas of liberty.
Decentralized govern-
ment preserves liberty.
Concentration destroys it.
Iclose withareminderto
all the dire editorial letters
prior to Nov. 5: 100 days
and we are still a Republic.

John Dickson,
Oregon
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON—OnApril
5 at approximately 5:35
a.m. deputies responded
to a single-vehicle crash
on Illinois Route 64 near
the intersection of Kent
Road in rural Rochelle.
An initial investigation
revealed a vehicle was
traveling westbound on
[llinois Route 64 when
it crossed over the center
line into the eastbound
lane before entering the
south ditch. Afterentering
the ditch the vehicle pro-
ceeded into the field where
it overturned coming to
restonitsroof. The driver,
Douglas Carr, 55, of Ro-
chelle, was transported to
the Rochelle Community
Hospital where he was
pronounced deceased.
The incident is still under
investigation. Deputies
were assisted by Hillcrest
Fire/EMS, Rochelle Fire/
EMS, and the Illinois State
Police.

On April 5 at 2:12
a.m. deputies checked on
a vehicle in the ditch on
Interstate 39 southbound
at mile marker 112. After

an investigation, Ciro
Nelson Santos, 43, of Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Santos was also issued
citations for driving with
no valid driver’s license,
drivingunder the influence
of alcohol over .08, and
aggravated driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Santos was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
and released on a notice
to appear with a return
court date.

On April 5 at 3:44 p.m.
the Ogle County Sheriffs
Office investigated a mo-
torist assist near the inter-
section of South Meridian
Road and East Illinois
Route 64. After aninvesti-
gation, DanielJ. Lamczyk,
42, of North Lake was
placed under arrest for
drivingunder the influence
of alcohol. Lamczyk was
also issued a citation for
improper parking on a
roadway. Lamczyk was
transported to the Ogle Jail
and released on a notice
to appear.

On April 5 at 7:08 p.m.
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 5,000 block
of North Illinois Route 2
for a speeding violation.
After an investigation, a
15-year-old male juvenile
from Byron was arrested
for no valid driver’s li-
cense, and driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Thejuvenile was addition-
ally issued citations for
drivingunder the influence
of alcohol over .08, and
speeding. A 14-year-old
female juvenile from Ore-
gon, a 16-year-old female
juvenile from Byron,anda
17-year-old male juvenile
from Byron were also in
the vehicle, and issued
citations for illegal con-
sumption ofalcoholunder
age21.All ofthe juveniles
were released to parents
or guardians and provided
with a future court date.

On April 7 at approxi-
mately 12:20 p.m. depu-
ties initiated a traffic stop
in the 5,000 block of East
Flagg Road. After further
investigation Anthony
Frey, 31, of Mt. Morris,

was placed under arrest
for an outstanding Lee
County warrant. Frey was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
held in lieu of bond.

On April 8 at approxi-
mately 6:16 a.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop in
the 20,000 block of East
Illinois Route 64. Af-
ter further investigation
Anthony Roman, 41, of
Rockford, was placed
under arrest for driving
while license suspended.
Roman was also cited for
speeding. Roman was
released on a notice to
appear bond.

On April 8 at approxi-
mately 8:56 a.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop in
the 2,000 block of North
River Road. After further
investigation Tomas Gar-
cia Larios, 51, of Oregon,
was placed under arrest
for driving while license
revoked. Garcia Larios
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he
wasreleased onanotice to
appear bond.

On April 9 at approxi-

mately 4:41 p.m. deputies
responded to the intersec-
tion of Queens Road and
Flagg Road in Rochelle
for a check welfare on
the driver of a semi-truck/
trailer. After an investi-
gation, deputies arrested
David Allen Vaultonburg,
39, of Polo for driving
under the influence of
alcohol. Vaultonburg was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released
on notice to appear with
a return court date.

On April 9 at 8 p.m.
deputies conducted a
warrant service in the
700 block of West Indian
Terrace in Oregon. Dep-
uties arrested Shannon E.
Tompkins, 41, of Oregon
on an Ogle County war-
rant for failure to appear
(driving while license
suspended). Tompkins
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail and held
in lieu of bond.

On April 10 at 6:37
p.m. deputies conducted
a motorist assist in area
of East Illinois Route 64
and South Kent Road for

a vehicle stopped in the
roadway. After a brief
investigation, Fernando
Hernandez, 76, of West
Chicago, was arrested for
driving unlicensed. Her-
nandez was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where he was processed
andreleased with a further
court date. Hernandez
was additionally cited for
unlawful parking.

On April 10 at ap-
proximately 5:30 p.m.
deputies and Rochelle Fire
Department responded to
the 12,000 block of East
Flagg Road in rural Ro-
chelle for a two-vehicle
accident. After a brief
investigation, deputies
learned a green Dodge
Dakota struck the rear end
of'ared Chrysler 300 that
was attempting to make a
left-hand turn. Deputies
cited a 16-year-old male
juvenile from Chana for
failure to reduce speed
to avoid an accident. All
parties involved were
unharmed.

All individuals inno-
cent until proven guilty.

Mother’s Day Flower
Walk in Genoa is May 10

GENOA — On Satur-
day, May 10, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., the day before
Mother’s Day, University
ofllinois Extension offers
guided wildflower walks
at the Natural Resource
Education Center (NREC)
in Russell Woods Forest
Preserve. Russell Woods
is located one mile west
of Genoa on State Route
72. The Natural Resource
Education Center (NREC)
is at the end of the forest
preserve road. The guided
walks will be on the hour,
starting at 10 a.m. with the
last one at 1 p.m.

“Visitors often ask us
to come outside and help
them identify one of the
many beautiful, spring
native wildflowers in the
forest preserve,” said Peg-
gy Anesi, University of

[llinois educator. “Spring
is crucial for these del-
icate plants. The spring
woodland flowers grow
in wooded areas but come
up early to capture enough
sunlight to make food for
themselves. Ifthey waittoo
long, the shade of the trees
blocks the precious light
theyneed,” continued Ane-
si. “The spring beauties,
one of the earliest bloom-
ers, are one of the most
delicate flowers found
on the forest floor, and
research has shown they
arecritical formany native
pollinators.” The upland
paved path allows people
of all abilities to enjoy
the flowers. According to
Anesi, people mustunder-
stand that removing plants
from preservation areas is
illegal, so capturing with

a camera is the best way
to take something home.
All are welcome on the
guided hikes. Two local
botany enthusiasts, Karen
Matz and Brian Hale, will
lead the discussion about
forest plants and what is
blooming. “They love to
share their enthusiasm re-
garding wildflowers,” said
Anesi, adding, “If people
have company in for the
weekend, this would be
a great destination and
activity for everyone to
share.” There is no fee for
the walks, and Extension
Master Naturalists will be
in the Natural Resource
Education Center to wel-
come visitors while they
wait for the next walk.
If you have questions,
please call the NREC at
815-784-2000.

B

Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club helps at Easter breakfast

On April 19, the Leaf River Lions’ Club held their annual Easter breakfast and
Easter egg hunt. The Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club helped with setting up
for the breakfast. They served drinks and cleaned up the dishes off the tables.

Pictured are David Wehler, Kaden Lingbeck and Lydia Sherburne. Gianni Racanelli
is gloved up and helping serve toppings on the waffles. (Courtesy photo)

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The sweet notes of spring are blooming at Highland'’s Ferguson Fine Arts Center.

Highland CC greets spring with
Instrumental, Royal Scots Concerts

FREEPORT — The
sweet notes of spring are
blooming at Highland’s
Ferguson Fine Arts Cen-
ter.

On Friday, May 9 at
7 p-m., The Royal Scots,
directed by Dr. Randy
Haldeman and accom-
panied by The Highland
Watch Band, will serve
up a boot-scootin’ per-
formance. It’s sure to
be a fun-filled evening

featuring a fresh take on
beloved country classics.

With Summerset’s
50" anniversary just
around the bend, now is
the best time for fans of
live theatre to snag the
best seats in the house
for the widely anticipated
production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Cinderel-
la, withperformances run-
ning June 20 through 29.
While Cinderella s online

ticket sales are now live,
phone and in-person sales
will open May 19 at 1 p.m.

Tickets for these events
can be purchased online
at Highland.edu or by
calling the Highland Box
Office at 815-599-3718.
The Ferguson Fine Arts
Center is located on the
Highland Community
College campus at 2998
W. Pearl City Road in
Freeport.

Oregon Lions clean up Illinois Route 2
The Oregon Lions Club recently braved a quite chilly and blustery day to help
clean up a few miles along lllinois Route 2. (Courtesy photo)

Peterson participates in celebration

LEBANON — McK-
endree University students
presented their research

and creative work on cam-
pus during the 12th annu-
al Academic Excellence

Celebration on April 24.
Participating was Hunter
Peterson of Stillman Valley.
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OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT

March 4

At 7:01 am., Oregon
Police issued William
Noorlag, 1V, 58, Oregon, a
citation for speeding, 57 in
a 40 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred
in the 100 block of East
Washington Street.

At 8:16 a.m., Oregon
Policeissued Justin T. Trun-
ko, 28, Byron, a citation for
disobeyingastopsign. This
violation occurred in the
1,000 block of Jefferson
Street.

At 9:47 am., Oregon
Policerespondedtoatraffic
crash at the intersection of
North 5th and West Wash-
ington Streets involving a
2021 Toyota driven by Le-
ona L. Totosz, 73, Oregon,
anda2012 Chevroletdriven
by Jean L. Noonkesser, 79,
Mt. Morris. A citation was
issued to Totosz for failure
to reduce speed to avoid an
accident.

March 7

At 8:30 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Richard
L. Gallagher, 41, Oregon,
on an outstanding Ogle
County warrant. Gallagh-
er was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he

was left in the corrections
officers’ custody.

March 9

At 9:47 am., Oregon
Police issued Trevor L.
Ashlin, 23, Dixon, acitation
for speeding, 55 in a 40
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
100 block of East Wash-
ington Street.

At 12:50 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Jayden E.
Gordon, 21, of Harmon a
citation for speeding, 67 in
a 40 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred
in the 100 block of East
Washington Street.

At 2:03 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Ryan J. John-
son, 24 of Bolingbrook a
citation for speeding, 63 in
a 45 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 1,200 block of West
Washington Street.

March 10

At 11:03 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Jarrett J.
Neuenfeld, 38, of Marengo,
for driving while license
suspended and possession
of firecarms and firearms
ammunition. Neuenfeld
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was

processed and released with
anoticetoappear. These vi-
olations occurred inthe 100
block of South 1st Street.

March 11

At 3:42 am., Oregon
Police issued Gabriel C.
Todd, 24, Oregon, a cita-
tion for speeding, 46 in a
30 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 600 block of North 4th
Street.

March 12

At 7:19 am., Oregon
Policeresponded to the400
block of West Washington
Street for a three-car traffic
crash involving a 2012
Volkswagen driven by a
17-year-old male juvenile,
Chana, a 2006 Honda driv-
en by Alyssa M. Theisen,
24, Mt. Morris, and a 2021
Chevrolet driven by Bode
V. Martin, 22, Oregon, the
male juvenile was issued a
citation for failure toreduce
speed to avoid an accident.

At 5:55 p.m., Oregon
Policerespondedtothe 300
block of North 6th Street
for an unwanted subject
call resulting in the arrest
of Robert D. VanDyke,
44, Oregon, for criminal
trespass to residence. Van-

DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
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Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

1001 Pines Rd, Suite A, Oregon

Habitat for Humani

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

nior

itizen

rvi

Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center

Polo Senior Center

Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance

Veteran’s Crisis Line

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home

Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

732-1301

815-222-8869

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499

Dyke wastransportedto the
Ogle County Jail where he
was left in the corrections
officer’s custody.

At 11:35 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Jarrett J.
Christensen, 20, Rochelle,
for driving while license
suspended. Christensen
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed andreleased with
a notice to appear. This vi-
olation occurred in the 900
block of Pines Road.

March 13

At 1:54 p.m., Oregon
Police issued one 16-year-
old male juvenile, Mt.
Morris, a cannabis citation
for possession of cannabis
less than 10 grams. This
violation occurred in the
Oregon High School, 210
S. 10th St.

March 14

At 2:01 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Katelyn R.
Koper, 18, Oregon, a cita-
tion for speeding, 45 ina30
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
700 block of West Oregon
Trail Road.

At 2:54 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Paige M.
Holland, 38, Byron, a ci-
tation for speeding, 44 in
a 30 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 700 block of South 4th
Street.

At 7:55 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to the
1500block of North Illinois
Route?2 foracarvsdeertraf-
fic crash involving a 2010
Ford driven by Taylor A.
Rigdon, 27, of Galesburg.
No citations were issued.

March 15

At 3:45 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Mark A.
Kemp, 46, Oregon, for
violation of orders of pro-
tection. Kemp was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was left in
the corrections officer’s
custody.

At 6:34 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Glenn W.
Haidinger, 28, of Oak-
brook Terrace, a citation for
speeding, 46 in a 30 miles
per hour zone. This vio-
lation occurred in the 600
block of North 4th Street.

March 16

At 12:01 p.m., Ore-
gon Police issued Troy
D. Maples, 27, of South
Bend, Indiana, a citation for
speeding, 50 in a 30 miles
per hour zone. This vio-
lation occurred in the 600
block of North 4th Street.

At 4:14 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to a dis-
turbance inthe 300 block of
North 3rd Street resulting
in the arrest of Anmarie
R. Kuntz, 34, Oregon, for
aggravated battery to a
peace officer. Kuntz was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where she was
left in the corrections offi-
cer’s custody.

At 8:41 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Gonzalez R.
Tello, 26, Oregon, citations
for disobeying a stop sign
and for no valid driver’s
license. These violations
occurred in the 600 block
of South 10th Street.

March 17

At 2:36 p.m., Oregon
Police investigated a two-

car traffic crash in the 400
block of West Washington
Street involving a 2008
GMC driven by Brian A.
Bosecker, 61, Byron, and
a 2022 Mac driven by Jef-
frey A. Burger, 55, Dixon.
Also damaged was the
buildingownedby Rebecca
Hazzard, located at 412 W.
Washington St. Bosecker
was issued a citation for
failure to reduce speed to
avoid an accident.

At 4:32 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Shane M.
Nielsen, 41, Oregon, for
driving while license re-
voked. Nielsen was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jailwhere he was processed
and released with a notice
to appear. This violation
occurred in the 800 block
of Pines Road.

March 18

At 3:55 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to the
1,100 block of Pines Road
for a one-car traffic crash
involving a 2008 Pontiac
driven by Eli F. Williams,
18, Oregon, that went into
the ditch. No citations were
issued.

March 19

At 8:45 a.m., Oregon
Police issued one 14-year-
old male juvenile of Chana
a city citation for violating
the tobacco products and
alternative nicotine prod-
ucts city ordinance. This
violation occurred in the
Oregon High School, 210
S. 10th St.

March 20

At 5:44 am., Oregon
Police responded to a
two-vehicle traffic crash
at the intersection of West
Washington and North
Sth Streets involving a
2012 Volkswagen driven
by Brandon D. Noble, 40,
Oregon, and a 2020 Buick
driven by Vickie L. Smith,
55, Forreston. Noble wasis-
sued a citation for failure to
yield at a stop intersection.

At8:45a.m.,OregonPo-
liceissued Troy D. Maples,
28, of South Bend, Indiana,
acitation for speeding 50 in
a 30 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 600 block of North 4th
Street.

At 7:37 p.m., Oregon
Policeresponded tothe 200
block of North 3rd Street
for atraffic crash involving
a 2000 Ford driven by a
17-year-old female juve-
nile, Oregon, and a parked
2006 Chevrolet belonging
to Rebecca D. Boyden, 35,
Oregon. No citations were
issued.

March 22

At 8:11 am., Oregon
Police arrested Lavern A.
Dearborn, 61, Dixon, on
two warrants, one outof Lee
County for failure to appear
for violating sex offender
registration and one out of
Ogle County for failure to
appear for possession of
drug paraphernalia. Dear-
born was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he
was left in the corrections
officers’ custody.

March 23

At 3:30 a.m., Oregon
Policearrested Britini Frye,
31, Clinton, Iowa, and Jes-
sicaDeboer, 45, Rock Falls.
Frye was charged with

possession of a controlled
substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Deboer was charged with
two counts of possession
of a controlled substance,
possession of a controlled
substance — psilocybin,
two counts of possession
of a controlled substance
with intent to deliver, 15-
100 grams, possession of
methamphetamine, and
possession with intent to
delivermethamphetamine.
BothFryeand Deboerwere
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where Frye
was processed andreleased
with a notice to appear and
Deboer was left in the cor-
rections officers’ custody.
These violations occurred
neartheintersection of West
Washington and Illinois
Streets.

At8:35a.m.,Oregon Po-
lice issued Paul D. Holden,
54, Oregon, a citation for
operating an uninsured mo-
tor vehicle. This violation
occurred in the 100 block
of West Washington Street.

At 1:32 p.m., Oregon
Police issued John F. Vos,
46, Mt. Morris, citations
for speeding, 50 in a 30
miles per hour zone, and
operating a motor vehicle
when registration is sus-
pended for no insurance.
These violations occurred
in the 800 block of West
Washington Street.

March 27

At 6:30 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Nicole M.
Mason, 42, Oregon, a city
citation for violating the city
code ordinance of allowing
dogs torunat large. This vi-
olation occurred in the 200
block of North 5th Street.

March 28

At 4:10 p.m., Oregon
issued Bethany M. Wahl,
40, Sterling, a citation for
operating a vehicle with
an expired registration.
This violation occurred in
the 200 block of South 4th
Street.

March 29

At8:32a.m.,OregonPo-
liceissued DiviaB. Dunbar,
54, Rock Island, citations
for operating an uninsured
motor vehicle and operat-
ing a motor vehicle when
registration suspended for
non-insurance. This vio-
lation occurred in the 600
block of North 4th Street.

At 3:54 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Margaret L.
Allen, 57, Dixon, a citation
for speeding, 52 in a 30
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
600 block of North 4th
Street.

March 30

At 6:46 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Robert M.
Disch, 54, Oregon, on two
outstanding Ogle County
warrants. Disch was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was left in
the corrections officers’
custody.

46 verbal warnings and
32 parking citations issued
during the weeks of March
3-30. Please note: Any
arrests listed below are
merely accusations and the
defendant is presumed in-
nocentunless proven guilty
in a court of law.

Pegasus Special Riders Golf Play Day is June 20

DIXON — Pegasus
Special Riders will host its
Golf Play Day on Friday,
June 20 at Lost Nation
Golf Course at 9631 S.
Lost Nation Road, Dixon,
IL 61021. The fundraiser
will help Pegasus provide
support to individuals with
emotional, mental and
physical challenges through
equine-assisted activities.

For sponsorship oppor-
tunities and registration in-
formation. contact Pegasus
at admin@pegasusspecial-
riders.org or text 815-973-
3177.

Exclusive hole sponsor
$200 (two available): ($50
discount it purchased with
team entry). Larger compa-
ny signage at hole of your
choice. invited to set up a
tableandortentattheholeto
promote your organization
and/or play a game.

Hole sponsor: $150 (16
available) ($25 discount if
purchased withteamentry).
Small company tee signage
at a nonexclusive hole. In-
vited to set up a table and/or
tent at the hole to promote
your organization and/or
play a game.

Cart sponsor: $50 Com-
pany name will appear on a
golf cart on the day of the
event. Donate an item for
the silent auction or pro-
motional items for golfers.
Golfteamentry: Spaces will
till quickly. Please register
early to save your space!
Team entry (four players):
$400includes 18 holes, golf
cart, lunch meal ticket and
drink ticket.

For those playing, once
payment is received, you’ll
get notified of acceptance
First come. first serve. First
to pay gets to play.
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BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

March 21

At 3:03 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
Melissa A. Stien, 53, By-
ron a citation for passing a
school bus while loading/
unloading. This violation
occurred in the 500 block
of North Colfax.

March 24

At 10:35 a.m. Byron
Police Department is-
sued Tyer S. Bunting, 34,
Mt. Morris a citation for
operating a vehicle with
suspended registration.
This violation occurred
in the 500 block of East
Blackhawk Drive.

At 5:36 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
CarlosPerezJr.,23, Rock-

ford citations for operating
a vehicle with suspended
registration and operating
avehicle while driver’s li-
cense is suspended. Perez
was transported to Ogle
County Jail, processed and
released with a notice to
appear. These violations
occurred in the 600 block
of East Blackhawk.

At 9 p.m. Byron Police
Department issued Alison
S. Mitchel, 37, Mt. Morris
a citation for operating a
vehicle without proof of
insurance. This violation
occurred in the 600 block
of West Blackhawk.

March 25

At 1:02 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued

Cortney M. Davies, 37,
Loves Park a citation for
operating a vehicle with
suspended registration.
This violation occurred
in the 500 block of West
Blackhawk.

At 12:14 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
Marissa E. Marsh, 30,
Winnebago a citation for
operating a vehicle with
suspended registration.
This violation occurred
in the 500 block of East
Blackhawk.

At 3:42 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
Troy A. Goodwin, 51,
Garden Prairie, citations
for operating a vehicle with
suspended registration and

operating a vehicle without
proof of valid insurance.
These violations occurred
in the 700 block of West
Blackhawk.

March 26

At 9:52 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
Hezekiah C. Kennedy,
24, citations for operating
a vehicle with suspended
registration and driving a
vehicle while driver’s li-
censeissuspended. Kenne-
dy was transported to Ogle
County Jail, processed and
released. These violations
occurredinthe 1,100 block
of West Blackhawk.

March 27

At 1:27 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued

Melissa D Christians, 53,
Rockford, a citation for
operating a vehicle with
suspended registration.
This violation occurred
in the 700 block of West
Blackhawk.

March 28

At 9:26 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
Abigail M. Myers, 19, Ore-
gon, acitation for operating
avehicle with a suspended
driver’slicense. Myers was
also issued a civil citation
forpossession of cannabis.
Myers was transported to
Ogle County Jail processed
andreleased on anotice to
appear. These violations
occurred in the 100 block
of East 3" Street.

March 30

At 11:43 a.m. Byron
Police Department re-
sponded to a two-vehicle
accident involving a 2000
Ford driven by Edward M.
Santoro, 42, Washington,
Iowa, and a 2011 Dodge
drivenby Isaac V. Alvarez,
41, Byron. Santoro was
issued acitation for failure
to stop at a stop sign. This
violation occurred in the
400block of Union Street.
There were no injuries
reported.

Pleasenote: Any arrests
listed below are merely
accusations and the defen-
dantis presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

ART DASH: Serenity Hospice & Home raises funds and spirits at annual event

From page 1

Their year-round ef-
forts ensure the event
remains meaningful, ex-
citing, and impactful,
delighting participants
while raising crucial funds
for Serenity Hospice and
Home. “We are delighted
thatthe Art Dash has grown
beyond our expectations. It
is a great way to support
Serenity and promote Art
in the community while
havingagoodtime,” Karen
Virnoche said.

Serenity CEO, Suzanne

Ravlin, glves the event
high praise, “This is an
event like no other. The
nightis successful inmany
ways. Not only does the
event raise funds that Se-
renity Hospice and Home
uses to provide services
to our patients and their
loved ones, but it is also an
opportunity for art dashers
to leave with an incredibly
unique piece of art. I am
always surprised by what
art pieces are selected first
and how fast people can
run! We are grateful for
Karen Virnoche and James

Brown’sdedicationall year
long to make this memora-
ble event possible.”

Serenity, founded in
1984, serves nine counties
in Illinois and is a five-star
hospice and palliative care
organization dedicated
to providing comfort and
dignity during difficult
times for pediatric patients
and beyond.

Though final numbers
for the 2025 event are
still being tallied, orga-
nizers expect it to raise
approximately $30,000,
matching the impressive

total from 2024. Proceeds
will benefit Serenity’s
patient and bereavement
care programs across the
nine counties they serve,
enabling them to continue
providing exceptional
support to those in need.

Thanks to the artists,
volunteers, donors, and
everyone who came out
to support this incredible
cause, Serenity’s Art Dash
once again proved that
when a community comes
together with passion and
purpose, amazing things
can happen.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Though final numbers for the 2025 event are still
being tallied, organizers expect it to raise approxi-
mately $30,000.

May 5: The Chana
Mother’s Club will host
the annual Spring Salad
Supper on Monday, May
5 at 6 p.m. at Chana Ed-
ucation Center 204 N.
Main St., Chana. Bring
your signature salad and
be prepared to reminisce.
While we do not have a
specific program planned,
bring any memories, pic-
tures, or questions about
our Chana School and the
Chana Mother’s Club.
Especially fun are class
pictures, photos from the
famous Fun Fairs and
objects or trinkets from
past years. Please invite
any former moms, teach-
ers, students or interested
bystanders to join us as we
relax and share the mem-
ories. Drinks and table
service will be provided.
Feel free to call Joyce S.
815-904-5948 Or Linda D.
815-543-3844 if you have
any questions.

May 5: The Leaf River
United Methodist Church
is hosting a Communi-
ty Blood Drive on Monday,

May 5. Staff from the Rock
River Valley Blood Center
will draw blood between
12:30 - 5:30 p.m. In busy,
complicated times, giv-
ing blood is an easy,
meaningful way to make
a difference. In fact, this
simple gift can enhance
the lives of up to three
people. Givingblood only
takes about one relaxing
hour, and we - and your
body - do all of the work.
Remember, blood is a
gift - straight from the
heart. Your heart. Please
shareittoday! If you are at
least 17 yearsold (16 years
old with parental consent),
weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in general good
health, youshouldbe eligi-
bletodonate blood. Joinus
in sharing the Gift of Life.
Formore information or to
schedule an appointment,
youcanfindthe LeafRiver
United Methodist Church
on Facebook or contact
Laura at 815-276-5773
(call or text), or the Rock
River Valley Blood Center
at 815/965-8751, toll free

Brought to you by these sponsors:

at 877-RRVBC-99 or on
the web at www.rrvbc.org.
Thank you!

May 8: State Rep. Brad
Fritts (R-Dixon) is hosting
an upcoming sharps drop-
off drive event, alongside
the Dixon YMCA and the
Lee County Health De-
partment. The event will
take place on Thursday,
May 8, from 4-6 p.m. at
the Dixon YMCA parking
lot, located at 110 N. Ga-
lena Ave. in Dixon. “All
constituents are invited
to safely dispose of their
sharps at our upcoming
sharps drop-off drive,”
said Fritts. “Properly dis-
posing of sharps is critical
for keeping our homes
and community safe. I
look forward to partnering
withthe Dixon YMCA and
the Lee County Health
Department to offer this
essential service to our
community.” Residential
sharps only. Please contact
Rep. Fritts’ district office
at 815-561-3690 EXT 2
with questions. For more
information about Repre-

sentative Fritts, visit Rep-
Fritts.com.

May 10: The first By-
ron Kiwanis pork chop
sandwich sale this season
is scheduled for Saturday,
May 10 in the St. Mary
Catholic Church parking
lot,locatedat220 E. Black-
hawk Drive. The sale will
be held from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. or until chops are
gone. Asack lunchisavail-
able for $8 and includes a
grilled Eichman’s butterfly
pork chop sandwich, chips,
cookie, and a bottle of wa-
ter. A single sandwich can
be purchased for $6. These
delicious sandwiches sell
out quickly so be sure to
stop by early. All proceeds
benefit programs in our
community. Some of the
programs Byron Kiwanis
supports include Mary
Morgan Family Reading
Night, youtheducationand
sports, scholarships for
high school seniors, Byron
Elementary’s PBIS pro-
gram, Crossroads Blues
Society, the Byron Schools
Food Pantry, Village of

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We're here to help.

take home and brew!
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Located right downtown Oregon !!!
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307 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL | (815) 732-7017
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Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon o 732-2222

Life Insurance « Health Insurance « Auto Insurance o
Homeowners « Senior Products « Medicare Supplements

Progress, and Serenity
Hospice and Home. The
clubholds anannual break-
fast with Santa and Mrs.
Claus to benefit Operation
Santa. It also sponsors the
Builder’s Club at Byron
Middle School and the
Key Club at the Byron
High School.

May 18: The Marion
Township Board would
like to extend an invitation
to all residents of Marion
Township to join us for an
Open House celebrating
the retirements of Road
Commissioner Brian John-
son and Assessor Robert
Maas. The Open House
will be held on Sunday,
May 18 from 2-4 p.m.
at the Marion Township
Building, 400 W. Roos-
evelt St., Stillman Valley.
The contributions and
services these gentlemen
have provided the resi-
dents of Marion Township
have been invaluable.
We would like to take
this time to thank Road
Commissioner Johnson
for maintaining the over

50 miles of roads for 24
years! And to Assessor
Mass, no one can know the
countless hours you have
spent taking classes just to
acquire and maintain the
assessor position over 29
years. Your kind and quick
response to the residents
of Marion Township is
greatly appreciated. It
is impossible to serve a
Township if you do not
have a heart for the people
of that Township. These
gentlemen have the heart!
You both will be greatly
missed, but onto the new-
est chapter of your stories.
Simply put, thank you!

June 22: The Northern
Illinois Bass Masters Kids
Fishing Derby is June 22
at 9 a.m. at the Rochelle
Wildlife Conservation
Club at 3501 S. Sweeney
Road in Chana. The event
isopentothe public, There
will be free food, drinks
and bait. Everyone will
win a prize, from bicycles
to fishing poles. All you
have to do is bring your
pole and go fishing

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST. 1991 —
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WINDSTORM: ‘For as bad of a situation as we were in, it went very well’

From page 1

He thanked RMU line
crews for their work in
the first two days of the
outage before mutual aid
and contractor crews could
be brought in to help them
finish repairs.

After inquiring with its
insurance about submitting
a claim for the storm dam-
age expenses, the city will
opt to pay the $516,236 out
of pocket as an emergency
expenditure utilizing the
cash it keeps on hand in
case of storms. The city
chose that route due to an
insurance claim’s potential
impactoninsurancerates or
its ability to get insured in
the future.

Toliver said the storm
had a “substantial impact”
on RMU’s inventory of
electric infrastructure and
equipment, including poles,
cross arms, braces and
insulators.

“We were running out of
everything,” Toliver said.
“We had some of the mu-
nicipal utilities in the area
help us with inventory and

we’ll replace their inven-
tory as we stock back up.
We’re still fighting some
challenges of being low
on inventory. We ordered a
lot after the storm. Within
the first 16 hours after the
storm, our inventory here
for most of our day-to-
day items was pretty well
cleared out. ’'m happy with
our relationship with our
vendor and they came in
and worked on our stock.
Dealing with what we dealt
with, obviously our day-to-
day supplies were depleted
very quickly. The amount
of help we had from other
utilities and our vendors
was great. We got parts
delivered the next day or
were able to go pick them
up. For as bad of a situation
as we were in, it went very
well.”

RMU line crews had
mutual aid help come
in from municipal line-
men from Batavia and St.
Charles, along with crews
from contractor Michels
Power. Those were the
only crews available due
to other utilities throughout

the state dealing with their
own issues from the storm.

Toliver said RMU had
worked with Michels Pow-
er in the past and credited
all the crews that helped
withthemid-March outage.

“It was a lot for our
crews,” Toliver said. “Our
crews know our territory, so
they had to lead the mutual
aid and contractor crews
around and show them
what to do and how we do
it. We were very thankful
to get the help we did. St.
Charles chose not to bill
us because they wanted to
be neighborly. We greatly
appreciate that and would
love to pay that favor back
ifthey ever need help in the
future.”

The Friday the storm hit
saw 75-degree tempera-
tures. As crews worked
on restoring the system to
normal over the weekend,
they saw windy conditions
continue, and a snowfall
hit on Sunday morning.
That caused issues such as
stuck line trucks and poor
visibility.

“We had trucks stuck

because we left out trucks
overnight holding poles up
and stuff like that,” Toliver
said. “Itendedupbecoming
a totally different set of
challenges. We dealt with
wind and it was still windy
afterwards and we had to
hold things together. Then
we got snow and moisture
and trucks got stuck. Visi-
bility was poor for a while.
When you have multiple
crews working on a line
thatarerelying on visibility
between each other, they
can’t even see the next
crew because the snow is
coming down so hard. That
posed another challenge. It
was from one extreme to
another.”

RMU Assistant Super-
intendent Jay Mulholland
said that local hotels and
restaurants came through
and helped RMU be able
to house and feed the vis-
iting line crews while they
were in Rochelle working.
A total of 34 linemen were
working in the area, with
eight from RMU, six from
Bataviaand St. Charles, and
20 from Michels Power,

plus RMU?’s support staff.
The RMU generation
plantwasthefirsttorespond
to the outage by providing
power to the center part of
town (3,000 customers)
while linemen were figur-
ing out how to pick up the
main arteries of power.
Toliver said he believes
RMU was prepared for the
storm interms of procedure
andcashonhand. $516,236
makesup 1.3 percent of the
city’s electric department’s
total cash on hand. Toliver
said he didnot feel prepared
for it with inventory, which
canbetough to manage due

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Around 11 p.m. on March 14, the storm knocked out
power to 6,000 RMU customers out of its total of

7,500.

tonotknowing whatarea of
the electric system would
be hit and what would be
needed.

“Wetry tobeas prepared
as we can and keep enough
inventory on hand to get
through a smaller event,
but it’s hard to prepare for
a large event like this and
have enough inventory on
hand because of the cost of
the materials,” Toliversaid.
“Asbadofaneventasitwas
and as much destruction as
we had in that short time
frame, it went as well as it
possibly could have as far
as rebuilding.”
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MOTHER’S DAY

Great gifts for moms from all walks of life

OTHER’S
Day is an op-
portunity to

show moms how much
they’re loved and appreci-
ated. Though many moms
may insist they don’t want
anything beyond spending
the day with their children,
gifts are a big part of
Mother’s Day.

No two moms are the
same, and though stan-
dards like flowers and
greeting cards will always
have a place on Mother’s
Day, the following are
some gift ideas that can
put smiles on the faces
of moms from all walks
of life.

Bookworm

There’s no end to the
gift options for mothers
who love to curl up with
a good book. Of course,
some new books may de-
light Mom, but gifts that
can improve the reading
experience also merit con-
sideration. For example,
an ergonomic backrest
reading pillow can make
bedtime reading sessions
more comfortable and
ensure Mom’s neck and
back get ample support
as she reads the latest
page-turner. A nightstand
book holder also can be
ideal for moms who can’t
seem to keep track of their
bookmarks.

Fitness enthusiast

Some moms simply
love to get in a good
workout. Shoppers whose

mothers or wives love to
break a sweat might want
to look into home gym
equipment, as many fitness
enthusiasts transformed
part of their homes into
exercise areas during the
pandemic. If that sounds
like the mom on your
shopping list, then a sus-
pension training system
won’t take up much room
butcanprovide anintense,
full-body workout. A new
yoga mat, some wireless
Bluetooth headphones or
a compression stretching
mat are some additional
gifts that might make ex-
ercise-loving moms smile
this Mother’s Day.

Traveler

Moms whose children
still live under the same
roof may not have much
opportunity to travel, but
empty nesters and grand-
mothers might. For such
moms, a foldable, hanging
travel bag canmakeiteasy
and convenient formomto
carry all of her toiletries
and access them without
taking up what’s often
minimal hotel room count-
er space. For moms who
want to document their
excursions, aleathertravel
journal encourages them
to note their experiences
and gives them something
they can revisit for years
to come. Of course, some
new luggage can make
the perfect gift for newly
retired moms who can’t
waitto start visiting places

ontheirtravel bucket lists.
Businesswoman
Millions of moms man-
age to juggle the obliga-
tions of family life with a
challenging career. Moth-
er’s Day can be a great
time to recognize that

balancing act. A self-heat-
ing coffee mug can ensure
Mom’s morning cup o’
joe doesn’t go cold as she
traverses her way through
a hectic morning routine.
Another great gift is a
charging mouse pad that

can charge all of Mom’s
devices even while she’s
working. If you want to
help Mom remain calm
as she navigates her way
through a day filled with
personal and professional
obligations, an essential

oils diffuser can create a

sense of relaxation on the
most hectic of days.

No two moms are the
same. Fortunately, great
gifts can be found for
moms from all walks of
life this Mother’s Day.

Mother’s Day crafts Mom will cherish forever

ANY mothers
will attest that
few things are

better than a little rest and
pampering on Mother’s
Day. And whenitcomes to
gifts, homemade items are
among the most heartfelt.

Although schools and
day care centers may take
the lead and guide children
through Mother’s Day
crafts, parents and caregiv-
ers looking to encourage
kidstomake craftsathome
canexplore theseideas that
can turn into wonderful
gifts or decorative items
for Mom.

Floral votive holders

Kids can create special
candle holders that they
customize with pressed or
paperflowers. New jarscan
be purchased from a craft
store or empty jars athome
can be repurposed. Using
Modge Podge or another
durable adhesive, children
can attach dried, pressed
flowers to the outside of
the jar by painting the
adhesive over the flowers;
otherwise, paper flowers
cut out from tissue paper
or construction paper can
be used. Once dry, attach a

New for 2025: Onion plants pruned and ready to plant!

Mother's Day Deals

Buy any 5 hanging baskets and get a 10" basket FREE!
All in-stock Poly furniture on sale up to 25% off!

piece of decorative twine,
yarn or ribbon around the
mouth of the jar. Place a
tealight candle inside for
Mom to enjoy.

Writing pen bouquet

Why not give Mom
something that is both
beautiful and functional
this Mother’s Day? Chil-
dren will have fun making
flower pen bouquets. All it
takesarea few inexpensive
disposable pens, floral tape
and artificial flowers. Place
an artificial flower stem
alongsidethe pen. Itshould
be short enough that it will
not impede writing, so cut
if necessary. The petals of
the flower should be up at
the non-writingend. Start-
ing at the non-writing end
of the pen, begin to wrap
floral tape snugly around
the stem and pen to just
before the tip of the writing
end. It is better to use too
much floral tape than not
enough. Repeatthe process
for as many pen flowers as
you’d like to make, then
offer as a gift in a vase.

Jewelry dish

Mom can keep her
favorite pieces of jewelry
safe with a heartfelt clay

jewelry dish. It’s easy to
make with only a few ma-
terials. Using air-dry clay
and a heart-shaped cookie
cutter, children canroll out
the clay and cut out the
shape. Turn up the edges
slightly to make a rim so
thatrings or earrings won’t
fall out of the dish later
on. Then kids can press
decorative items, such as
beads, small seashells,
sequins, or faux gems, into
the clay. The jewelry dish
is beautiful as-is, or it can
be painted after dry.
Faux stained glass
This projectmixes paint
with glueto create astained
glasseffect. The colors can
be painted on any acrylic
surface, whether it’s a flat,
plastic photo protector in
a picture frame or clear,
plastic cosmetic bottles.
When the light hits the
items, it will produce a
prismatic effect just like
the real stained glass. Take
painter’s tape and mark
off a desired design, such
as writing “I Love Mom.”
Using separate small con-
tainers (an empty foamegg
carton would work well),
add a little bit of clear

(ROWN WITH CARE. (IVEN WITH LOVE.
May 9th & May 10th

Special Orders welcome!

» This Candy Onion Plant will produce a lot of onion!
Buy a bundle of 5 plants for $1.00
We also have Onion Sets - Ready to plant!
$1.00 for 1/2 pound

Strawberry bare roots -

June bearing and ever bearing $1.50

2810 WILRoute 64 9-5Mon., Wed., Thur., Sat

Oregon, IL 61061
920-229-9787

9-6 Tue., Fri.

Closed on Sunday

school glue and a few
drops of desired colors
or acrylic paint. Paint
the different colors as
they pertain to the design
or pattern. The glue and
paint should dry quickly
and extra coats can be
applied depending on
how intense you want
the color to be. Once the
stained glass is dry, peel
off the painter’s tape
and gift.

Kids can get busy
crafting gifts that show
Mom justhow much she’s
loved and appreciated.

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST. 1991 —

Downtown Stillman Valley « 815-645-9828
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MOTHER’S DAY

Tips to make Mother’s Day extra special this year

OTHER’S
Day is cele-
brated each

May and marks a perfect
opportunity to show Mom
how much she’s loved
and appreciated. Mother’s
Day has been celebrated
for more than 100 years,
and in that time mothers
have grown accustomed
to certain staples of the
holiday. Abouquet of fresh
flowers, Sunday brunch
at a local restaurant and
some gifts from a partner
and the children have
become standards each
Mother’s Day.

While Mother’s Day
standards may never lose
their appeal, families
looking tomake this year’s
celebration a little more
unique can consider these
ideas.

e Whip up (or order
in) some baked goods. If
Mom is the family baker,

surprise her this year with
some homemade baked
goods. An aroma of fresh-
ly baked goodies around
the house can set a wel-
coming tone for the day,
particularly if the treats
are prepared in the morn-
ing before Mom wakes
up. Partners and children
whose baking skills leave
a little to be desired can
get some freshly baked
treats from a local bakery
and have them waiting for
Mom when she wakes up.

* Take to the road. An-
other way to make Moth-
er’s Day extra special is
to make the celebration a
weekend affair. A week-
end getaway can be a
welcome breath of fresh
air for mothers and serve
as a great opportunity for
the family to unwind and
celebrate Mom away from
everything thatreminds her
of the hustle and bustle of

everyday life. A getaway
can be an especially ideal
surprise formothers whose
children are full grown.
Invite adult kids along and
make their attendance a
surprise for Mom.

* Book a unique expe-
rience. Experiential gifts
have been wildly popular
in recent years, so why
not incorporate this trend
into Mother’s Day cele-
brations? Book a tour of
a local vineyard or win-
ery, take Mom to a live
theater performance, or
take her out for a day on
the water, complete with
brunch and a champagne
toast. Such memorable
experiences won’t soon be
forgotten and can provide
an exciting alternative to
previous Mother’s Day
celebrations.

* Ensure Mom doesn’t
lift a finger. A truly special
Mother’s Day will give

Mom a day off. Partners
andkids canteamup to take
care of everything from
the moment Mom wakes
up until she returns to bed
atnight. Serve breakfastin
bed, order in some lunch
and then take Mom out
for a nice meal at a local

restaurant. In between
meals, let Mom relax any
way she sees fit, whether
that’s curling up with a
good book, dusting off her
paint brush and engaging
in some artistic endeavors
and/or squeezing in a rare
midday nap. Mom will

undoubtedly appreciate a
full day off, which might
just make for the best gift
of all.

Mother’s Day is the
ideal time to offer Mom
a unique experience that
shows her how much she’s
loved and appreciated.

Learn the meanings behind popular Mother’s Day flowers

OTHER’S
Day is a time
toexpresslove

and appreciation for moth-
ers, sentiments that are
often expressed with gifts.
Flowers are a popular pres-
ent to bestow on Mother’s
Day, as they can brighten
a room and bring a sweet
aroma to any household.
While any flowers may
ultimately suffice on Moth-
er’s Day, gift givers may
want to select flowers for
Mom that convey specific
messages. The language
of flowers has been recog-
nized for centuries. Though
perhaps not as heralded as
it once was, flower sym-
bolism persists to this day.
Here’s alook at some of the
meanings behind certain
types of flowers to help
guide Mother’s Day gifting.

* Amaryllis: Theseplants
startasbulbs and arenatural-
ly spring-blooming flowers.
The name comes from the
Greek word ‘“amarysso,”
which means “to sparkle,”
and they symbolize pride.

* Aster: These daisy-like
flowersaredelicate-looking
perennials. Asters make
great gifts because they
symbolize love and dain-
tiness.

* Begonia: There are
more than 2,000 types of
begonias, and the flower
symbolizes deep thoughts.
Begonias were made fa-
mous by French horticul-
turist Michel Bégon, who
thought the blooms looked
like beautiful girls.

* Bleeding heart: These
flowers are red and pink
blossoms that look like the
perfect heart shape with

a teardrop at the bottom.
They’re beautiful and sym-
bolic of love and affection.

* Buttercup: These are
associated with youthful-
ness and cheerfulness and
can call to mind childhood
days spent picking but-
tercups and holding them
under chins to reveal that
you like butter. The flower
is known for its beauty and
innocent charm.

e Camellia (white):
White camellias stand
for purity and innocence,
but they also symbolize
admiration and respect.
Camellias make beautiful
additions to any bouquet.

e Daisy: Daisies are
happy-looking flowers,
and according to Norse
mythology they represent
motherhood and children.

* Delphinium: Delphin-

Remember Mom with
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iums come in pink, white
and blue varieties and
embody youthandrenewal.
They’re a good pick if you
want to convey a continued
or renewed affection for a

person.

e Tulip: Tulips with an
orange hue are thought to
representunderstandingand
appreciation. They can ex-
press appreciation for Mom

or another special person.
Yellow tulips symbolize
happiness, while pink tulips
are symbolic of love. Red
blooms should be reserved
for sweethearts.

Great Gifts for Mom!

Hours:

Tues - Sat 9a-6p &

Sun 12p-5p

Patio Pots
Garden Art
Hanging Baskets
Roses & Clematis
Annuals & Perennials
Blooming Trees & Shrubs

HIDDEN TIMBER GARDENS

PREMIUM PLANTS & TREES

Q

462 S. Chana Rd. Chana, IL

hiddentimbergardens.com

(®) (815) 751-4162

info@hiddentimbergardens.com
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Oregon High School softball team earns championship at 2025 Byron Softball Jamboree on April 26

The Oregon High School varsity softball team defeated Byron 3-2 and scored a notable victory over state-ranked Dakota 4-3 to win the Byron Softball Jamboree on
Saturday, April 26. Olivia Ortega went 2 for 2 with two RBIs against Dakota, while Ella Dannhorn went 2 for 3 and scored two runs in the championship game. Isabelle
Berg earned the win in the circle against Byron and Brooke Halverson earned the win against Dakota, striking out six over four innings of work. The team includes
Alexi Czochara, Hayleigh Heuerman, Madison Shaffer, Olivia Ortega, Abree Barker, Brooke Halverson, Giselle Zavala, Isabelle Berg, Ella Dannhorn, Kaelin Shaffer,
Lola Schwarz, Abbie Ludwig and Emma Schlichtmann. (Courtesy photo)

RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

2-1

REMAX" agents average double
the sales of other agents in the
RealTrends Verified rankings
of large brokerages.

2989 W Pines Road Oregon $370,000 Call Rebecca

Welcome to this beautiful 4-bedroom, 1-bathroom home nestled on

15.66 acres in the desirable Oregon School District. Just minutes from

town, this property offers the perfect balance of serene country living

with the convenience of nearby amenities. Step inside to discover an

inviting open-concept kitchen with an eat-in area, seamlessly flowing

into the spacious living room. The main floor also features a convenient

laundry area and master bedroom. Upstairs, you'll find three additional

bedrooms, providing plenty of room for family or guests. The property’s

outdoor space is equaIIy impressive, featuring meticulously maintained landscaping that enhances its natural beauty. A massive

60x40 outbuilding offers ample space for storage, hobbies, or projects, while the 30x50 detached garage provides additional

space for vehicles and equipment. Zoned Ag with walking trails and apple trees, this property is perfect for those with animals,

gardening enthusiasts, or anyone seeking a peaceful retreat. Whether you’re looking for room to roam, a private country

escape, or a place to grow and cultivate your dreams, this home has it all. Don’t miss the opportunity to make this stunning
property yours!

401 Lillemor Lane Oregon $799,000 Call Rebecca

ONE OF A KIND! Custom built with no expense spared, this remarkable

2x6 stucco construction home is the true definition of luxury. Boasting

tremendous curb appeal, you will be amazed the moment you pull onto

the paver brick driveway at all this property has to offer. Featuring over

® 5,000 square feet of living space on the main floor with additional square

footage in the basement, this home offers plenty of fabulous space indoors

and out. Open concept living space with grand kitchen featuring custom

cherry cabinets, dining area with custom built ins and living room with gas

fireplace. Oversized windows and sliding doors with custom blinds and

grand views of your own private oasis. Antico porcelain tile and crown molding can be found throughout the main floor. Dedicated

master suite with large walk in closet, en-suite bathroom, exercise room and heated, outdoor shower for year round use! Grand

four season room with tall ceilings and views of the professional landscaping done by Crimson Valley. No longer worry about

snow removal or mowing the yard as this yard is entirely permeable and the entire driveway is heated! There is also a heated

garage and workshop. Two staircases lead to the basement also has 2 framed in bedrooms and additional bathroom along with
a full bathroom, laundry area and ample storage. Call for a full amenity list and your private showing today!

200 N Washington Street Rochelle $385,000 Call Carla
A fantastic investment opportunity is now available

First-time buyers represented 32% of home purchases in March, up slightly from the
previous month. This increase shows growing confidence among new buyers despite today’s
competitive market. With inventory still tight and interest rates fluctuating, first-time buyers are

staying active, a positive sign for the spring and summer real estate season ahead!

Looking for a realtor that will help you seal the deal?
Our agents are ready for you!

MARCH 2025
REALTORS® CONFIDENCE INDEX

TUG-OF-WAR
BETWEEN

26% 32%

ALL CASH FIRST-TIME
SALES BUYERS

2 AVERAGE OFFERS
ON MOST RECENT SALE

"REMAX 2" 0/ PROPERTIES SOLD
O ABOVE LIST PRICE

\

Boone Lockard
815-985-6235 815-973-2180 815-677-1873 815-970-3506

Carla Benesh Lori Peterson JD Gieson

-\:;&““"
¢ 4% Q

Merri Cruz Casey Cline

815-988-7047 217-840-8855 815-243-4310 815-201-6308 815-262-5555

in Rochelle, IL—a 5-unit commercial/multifamily

brick building located in a prime downtown location,

- just minutes from 1-39. This property offers excellent

= cash flow with minimal expenses for the landlord,

=1 making it an ideal low-maintenance asset. All units

feature separate utilities, and the units are recently updated with all kitchen appliances

staying. The building boasts a strong rental history with consistent occupancy. With very

little upkeep required, this is a turnkey opportunity perfect for investors seeking reliable
income in a growing market.

7261 S Ridge Road Grand Detour NOW $324,900 Call Carla
New Listing in Grand Detour! — Charming 3-Bedroom Ranch
on 5+ Wooded Acres Nestled just outside Grand Detour, this
custom-built, one-owner ranch home offers the perfect blend
of privacy, space, and comfort. Featuring 3 bedrooms and 2
bathrooms, this charming home boasts a large screened-in
porch where you can relax and enjoy the scenic wooded views.
Inside, the family room with a cozy fireplace provides a warm
and inviting atmosphere, while the expansive kitchen and formal
dining area make entertaining a breeze. The spacious living room adds to the home’s open and airy feel, with
large rooms throughout ensuring plenty of space for everyone. Downstairs, the finished lower level offers even
more versatility, with a rec room and an additional space ideal for an office or workout area. With loads of storage
and over 5 beautifully wooded acres, this property is a rare find in a gorgeous location. This home is also close to
Grand Detour’s private school, Faith Christian School k-12! Don’t miss your chance to own this peaceful retreat.

Jenny Kirchner Jennifer Rybicki Taylor Miller

Jamie Pendergrass Ashley Patterson Erm Spence Stephanie Wendt

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

Kyle Schipper
815-440-2145 773-849-3522 815.751-8943 309-428-9407

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

Jenn Gole Becky Adams Matt Bouback Jessica Lowry
'y
815-985-2055 630-732-6858 815-509-5837 815-505-5827 815-315-2617
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Forreston'’s Jaiden Schneiderman (top left), Ashlyn Rinaldi (top right), McKenna Rummel (bottom left) and Isabella Thiel (bottom right) are four of the eight athletes
who have signed letters to play collegiate sports during the 2024-25 school year.

Forreston High School athletes sign to play collegiate sports

FORRESTON —
Eight student-athletes at
Forreston High School will
be competing in athletics
at the collegiate level after
signing during the 2024-25
school year.

Jaiden Schneiderman,
daughter of Nick and
Andrea Schneiderman,
signed a letter of intent to
participate on the volley-
ball team at University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
Jaiden has been a four year
varsity starter on the vol-
leyball team at Forreston

High School. She earned
team offensive playerofthe
year all four years. Jaiden
has earned All-Conference
volleyball honors in 2021
(2ndteam) 1stteam (Unan-
imous) in 2022, 2023 and
2024. Jaiden set the single
game records this year
with most kills (28). She
had the single season kill
percentage (47.9%) this
year. Her career records
include Most Career Kills
(1,655), Career Kill Per-
centage (43.8%), Career
Aces (147). Her career

P
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July 10, 1961 — May 5, 1980

Your courage and

bravery still inspire us all,
and the memory of your

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

In Honor of Memorial Day

The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those
who are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

record kill (1655) places
her 10th in the IHSA Vol-
leyball All-Time records.
She plans to major in El-
ementary Education. The
administration, coaches
and student athletes of For-
reston Jr/Sr High School
wish Jaiden congratula-
tions and best wishes for
a successful academic and
athletic career at Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point.

Ashlyn Rinaldi, daugh-
ter of Randy and Emily
Cross signed a letter of

one, But Not Forgotten

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

If you wish, select one of the following verses
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3 Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.

4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
My prayers will be with you until we meet again.

5. The days we shared were sweet. | long to see you
again in God’s heavenly glory.

6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the
memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.

7. Though out of sight, you'll forever be in my heart and

mind.

8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.

9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May God’s angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.

11.You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.

12. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.

intent to participate on the
track team at Sauk Valley
Community College. She
has been on the track team
for four years at Forreston
High School. Sheplansto
major in Business at Sauk
Valley. The administra-
tion, coaches and student
athletes of Forreston Jr/Sr
High School wish Ashlyn
congratulations and best
wishes for a successful ac-
ademic and athletic career
at Sauk Valley Community
College.

McKenna Rummel,

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send
this form, a photo and $12.00 per listing.

Deadline is Wed., May 21st at 3 p.m.

These tributes will be published in the special
Memorial Day section On May 26, 2025.

Please call 815-732-2156 to arrange
payment or pay with this QR Code.

13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to
night and from year to year.

14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal
rest and happiness.

15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,
loving heart.

You can email a high [=]
quality photo and E':il-:f K
verse number/message to: 1y ¥l
kwhite@oglecountylife.com. “33* Jard g

e L
iz

Fill out the form below and drop off or mail to:
Ogle County Life (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 PO Box 175, Rochelle, IL 61068

Name Of Deceased:

Verse Number:

Relationship To Me:

BirthDate:__/__/ _ PassingDate:_ / /[

Additional Information

Your Name

Address
City

Phone Number

State:

In Lieu of Verse, my message is:

62025050

daughter of Michael Rum-
mel and Krista Smith
signed a letter of intent to
participate on the softball
team at Sauk Valley Com-
munity College. She has
played varsity softball for
four years at Forreston
High School. McKenna
earned 2nd Team All-Con-
ference honorsin 2024 and
Most Improved Offensive
Player team honors. She
plans to major in Ag Busi-
ness. The administration,
coaches and student ath-
letes of Forreston Jr/Sr

High School wish McKen-
nacongratulations and best
wishes for a successful ac-
ademic and athletic career
at Sauk Valley Community
College.

Isabella Thiel, daughter
of Chris and Becky Thiel
signed a letter of intent to
participate on the softball
team at Sauk Valley Com-
munity College. She has
been a four year softball
player. Isabella plans to
pursue a Nursing Degree.

See FHS page 3

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

Forreston baseball
team cruises over Polo

The Forreston High
School varsity baseball
team cruised over Polo for
a19-3 win on Wednesday,
April 23. Brendan Green-
field went 1 for 2 with
three runs and four RBIs,
while Darin Greenfield
went 2 for 2 with one
triple and four RBIs for
the Cardinals. Connor
Politsch went 2 for 3 with
four runs and two RBIs
to aid the Forreston side.
Gus Mumford and Gage
Zeigler each went 1 for 2
with one RBI to lead the
Marcosinthe Ogle County
matchup.

Forreston softball
teamblows out Hiawatha

The Forreston High
School varsity softball
team blew out Hiawatha
19-4 on Wednesday, April
23. Caroline Bawinkel
went 3 for 4 with two tri-
ples and five RBIs, while
McKenna Rummel went 3
for 3 with a home run and
three RBIs out of the No.
9 hole for the Cardinals.
Maddie Chesnek went
2 for 4 with one double
and two RBIs and Emma
Hundertmark totaled three
RBIs in the win. Neveah
Scheffner and Alivia In-
gram each notched two
RBIs to aid the Forreston
side.

Polo softball team falls
against East Dubuque

The Polo High School
varsity softball team fell
7-1 against East Dubuque
on Wednesday, April 23.
Cam Jones went 1 for 3
with a double and one run
scored, while Cheyenna
Wilkins went 1 for 2 with
a single to lead the Lady
Marcos in the loss.

Oregon softball team
wins over Genoa-Kings-
ton

The Oregon High

School varsity softball
team won 11-8 over Ge-
noa-Kingston on Thurs-
day, April 24. Lola
Schwarz laced a two-run
triple in the fifth inning
and Ella Dannhorn belt-
ed a three-run homer in
the sixth inning to lead
the Hawks in the win.
Madi Shaffer and Brooke
Halverson each chippedin
two hits to aid the Oregon
offense.

Polo softball team
sweeps games with Am-
boy

The Polo High School
varsity softball team split
two games against Amboy
this past week. Polo con-
cluded a postponed game
against the Clippers on
Thursday, April 24, win-
ning 8-7 in a game that
started on Tuesday, April
22. Brylee Laskowski
went 1 for 3 with a sin-
gle and two RBIs, while
Cheyenna Wilkins went
2 for 3 with one double,
one triple and two RBIs
for the Lady Marcos.

Polo returned to the
field for a second game
on Thursday, April 24,
winning 8-5 to sweep the
two-game set with Am-
boy. Cheyenna Wilkins
shined for the Lady Mar-
cos, going 3 for 4 with
one double and three RBIs
while striking out seven
over five no-hit innings
in the circle. Leah Tobin
chipped in two RBIs and
Brylee Laskowski went 2
for 5 with two singles and
an RBL

Polo baseball team
drops two games against
Amboy

The Polo High School
varsity baseball team
dropped two games
against Amboy this past
week.

See SPORTS page 3
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Forreston’s Chloe Weegens (top left), Ayden Book (top right), Aubrey Sanders (bottom left) and Maddie Chesnek (bottom right) are four of the eight athletes who have
signed letters to play collegiate sports during the 2024-25 school year.

FHS: Cardinal student-athletes sign to play sports at collegiate level

From page 2

The administration,
coaches and student ath-
letes of Forreston Jr/Sr
High School wish Isabella
congratulations and best
wishes for a successful
academic and athletic
career at Sauk Valley
Community College.

Chloe Weegens, daugh-
ter of David and Terri
Weegens signed a letter of
intent to participate on the

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

From page 2

Polo resumed a post-
poned game on Thursday,
April 24, falling 14-10 in a
game that started on Tues-
day, April 22. Lucas Nelson
went 3 for 5 with three
singles and two RBIs, while
Korbin Cavanaugh went 2
for 4 with two singles and
two RBIs. Dawson Foster
added two RBIs.

Polo returned to the field
for the second game on
Thursday, April 24, falling
6-1 to concede the sweep to
the Clippers. Henry Donald-
sonwent 1 for 3 withan RBI
for the Marcos in the loss.

Forrestonsoftballteam
loses against Durand

The Forreston High
School varsity softball team
lost 7-1 against Durand on
Thursday, April 24. Caroline
Bawinkel went 2 for 2 with
one triple, while Maddie
Chesnek went 1 for 3 with
an RBI to aid the Cardinals
in the loss.

Oregon softball team
shuts outAshton-Franklin
Center

The Oregon High School

softball team at Sauk Val-
ley Community College.
She has played softball
fouryears. Sheearnedthe
team Cardinal Heart/Hus-
tle Award in 2024. Chloe
plans to pursue a Nursing
degree. The administra-
tion, coaches and student
athletes of Forreston Jr/Sr
High School wish Chloe
congratulations and best
wishes for a successful
academic and athletic
career at Sauk Valley

Community College.
Ayden Book, son of
Adam and Alyssa Book
signed a letter of intent to
participate on the baseball
team at Blackburn Col-
lege. Ayden has been on
the baseball team all four
years. Ayden plans to
major in Sports Manage-
ment. The administra-
tion, coaches and student
athletes of Forreston Jr/Sr
High School wish Ayden
congratulations and best

wishes for a successful
academic and athletic ca-
reer at Blackburn College.

Aubrey Sanders,
daughter of Brianand Hol-
li Sanders signed a letter of
intent to participate on the
softball team at Carthage
College.  Aubrey has
been a four year varsity
softball player. She earned
2nd Team All-Conference
honors and team Most
Improved Player in 2023.
Aubrey plans to major

in Diagnostic Medical
Sonography. The admin-
istration, coaches and stu-
dent athletes of Forreston
Jr/Sr High School wish
Aubrey congratulations
and best wishes for a
successful academic and
athletic career at Carthage
College.

Maddie Chesnek, the
daughter of Josh Roop
and Sara Chesnek signed
a letter of intent to par-
ticipate on the softball

team at Clarke University.
Maddie has been a four
year softball player. She
earned team honors of
Most Improved Defense
in 2024. Maddie plans to
major in Elementary Ed-
ucation. The administra-
tion, coaches, and student
athletes of Forreston Jr/Sr
High School wish Maddie
congratulations and best
wishes for a successful
academic and athletic ca-
reer at Clarke University.

varsity softball team shut
out Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter 11-0 on Monday, April
28. Emma Schlichtmann
struck out seven batters in
a one-hit performance over
five innings, while Olivia
Ortega went 2 for 4 with
two runs and three RBIs to
lead the Oregon offense.
Abree Barker went 2 for 3
with two runs and one RBI,
Hayleigh Heuerman went
1 for 2 with two RBIs and
Alexi Czochara went 2 for
2 with one RBI in the win.

Polo baseball team
scores one run in loss to
Fulton

The Polo High School
varsity baseball team scored
oneruninal1-1lossagainst
Fulton on Monday, April
28. Gage Zeigler and Aiden
Messer each notched hits
and Dawson Foster collect-
ed one RBI for the Marcos
in the loss.

Polo softball team tal-
lies one run in loss to
Fulton

The Polo High School
varsity softball team tal-
lied one run in a 13-1 loss
against Fulton on Monday,

April 28. Brylee Laskowski,
Cheyenna Wilkinsand Bella
Witkowski each recorded
base hits in the loss.

Forreston softball team
takes loss from Amboy

The Forreston High
School varsity softball
team took a 9-3 loss from
Amboy on Monday, April
28. Isabella Thiel, Maddie
Chesnek and Alice Kobler
each finished with one RBI
for the Cardinal offense,
while Aubrey Sanders,
Ayla Kiper and McKenne
Rummel each totaled one
base hit.

Oregon softball team
falls against Winnebago
in extra innings

The Oregon High School
varsity softball team had
an 11-game winning streak
snapped with a 10-9 ex-
tra-inning loss against Win-
nebago on Tuesday, April
29. Isabelle Berg struck out
10batters overfive and two-
thirds innings pitched and
Madi Shaffer went 3 for 5
withtwo RBIstolead the Or-
egon offense. Olivia Ortega
went 2 for 5 with three RBIs
and Lola Schwarz chipped

Compeer Financial Awards
scholarship to Monroe Center’s Hall

SUN PRAIRIE, Wis.
— Compeer Financial has
awarded 41 scholarships
to graduating high school
seniors from Illinois who
are pursuing fields related
to agriculture. Each student
receives a $1,500 educa-
tional scholarship from
Compeer’s Fund for Rural
America.

Amongthe41 recipients
in [llinois was: Gwendolyn
Hall, Monroe Center.

“Agriculture and other
industries in rural areas
offer amazing career op-
portunities for aspiring
young people today, and
Compeer is proud to help
these students succeed,”

said Karen Schieler, man-
ager of Corporate Giving
atCompeer Financial. “Our
vision is to create a world
where agriculture and rural
communities are dynamic,
collaborative and thriving.
These hard-working stu-
dents are a testament to that
vision and will help make it
happen.”

Scholarship recipients
wereselected based ontheir
academic achievement,
essays and involvement in
agriculture and community
organizations.

In all, Compeer Finan-
cial awarded 123 scholar-
ships across its three-state
area of Illinois, Minnesota

and Wisconsin. Among this
year’s recipients, animal
science is the most popular
major, followed by agricul-
turebusiness. South Dakota
State University and lowa
State University are tied for
the mostpopularschool, fol-
lowed by the University of
Wisconsin— River Falls. In
addition, 24% of recipients
will attend a community
college or technical school.

This is the eighth year
forthe scholarship program
fromthe Compeer Financial
Fund for Rural America
scholarship program, which
has now awarded a total of
960 students withmore than
$1.4millioninscholarships.

in two RBI for the Hawks,
whoalsosaw Kaelin Shaffer
finish 2 for 4 with two runs
scored.

Polo baseball team
scores close win over Ash-
ton-Franklin Center

The Polo High School
varsity baseball team
scored a 10-9 win over
Ashton-Franklin Center on
Tuesday, April 29. Aiden
Messerwent4 for 5 withtwo
RBISs, while Lucas Nelson
andKorbin Cavanaugheach
recorded one hit and two
RBISs in the win.

Polo softball team

strikes down Ash-
ton-Franklin Center

The Polo High School
varsity softball team struck
down Ashton-Franklin
Center for a 13-4 win on
Tuesday, April 29. Leah
Tobin went 2 for 5 with
two runs and three RBISs,
while Cheyenna Wilkins
went 2 for 4 with two runs
and Bella Witkowski went
4 for 5 with two runs and
an RBI. Cam Jones pitched
threeandtwo-thirds innings
and struck out seven batters
in the win.

Oregon girls soccer

team rolls over North
Boone

TheOregonHigh School
varsity girls soccer team
rolled for a 7-1 win over
North Boone on Tuesday,
April 29. Anna Stender
totaled four goals and two
assists, while Shaylee Davis
added one goal and one
assist. Bezzali Cadenasand
Sarah Eckardt both scored
goals and Aniyah Sarver
chipped in two assists to
aid the Oregon offense.
Noelle Girton earned one
save for the Hawks (8-5-1,
3-3 BNC).

*Installation of NEW Blacktop
*Parking Lots & Driveways

+Commercial & Residential

*Driveway Additions

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

*Blacktop Repairs/Patching
+*Sealcoating/Crack Filling

Serving Ogle, Boone & Winnebago County for over 36 years

819-234-4111
815-234-2225 =

3499 E anm Ro
PO Box 652
Byron, IL 61010
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Here' s

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010
(815) 234-8100

Whatever you’re looking for,
these local businesses ask
you to consider them first.

gl

A L4

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

AUTO & TIRE

610 N. Division Ave.
Polo, IL 61064

northendautoandtire@gmail.com

NORTH END

AUTO & TIRE

Nik ¢ Amanda Manthei

815-946-3033

Family Owned and Operated

Hank's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan

309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Morris IL 61054

773-340-0734

Contact Eric
815.973.9951

Fax
815.900.2090

Vaiieycrayt
CUStgM) iner

Handerafted quality to last a lifefime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

Q' Kitchen - Bath- Laundry - Office - and more!
¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

Q' Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

CLEANING SERVICES

= 3-D Carpet &
. o1 Upholstery Cleaning

»

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

CONCRETE
Neil Wills

President / Owner

Lo ——

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

FlREW(’)lAZ)N‘
AT'S
FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

House, concrete, exterior buildings Washing &
Gutter Clean

Owner
(815)541-9133

Find us on Facebook

CONCRETE
How coan we A&/fz 70»1

<Y0de

*Patios
*Floors
*Walkways
eDriveways
*Resealing
eDecorative

oncrete
onstructlon

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

HAIR CARE

Leaf River Kutz

122 Main Street <Leaf River Il

815-738-6122 g

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS

Precision Lawn Care
“Paying attention to detail”

Offering mowing and trimming
services to Mt. Morris and Oregon, IL

Contact us at: 779-251-8307

LAWNCARE

F "Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

TU

OF ILLINOIS Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

TFree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

CON\PLETE SEPTIC SERVICE

(NORUP

-Trenchlngn

» Excavating * Trucking * Hauling
* Septic Installation » Septic Pumping
* Aeration System Installation & Service
e Black Dirt

P.O. Box 352 Byron, IL * 815-234-5625

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

* New Construction * Roofing * Windows - Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding -+ Painting -« Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring - Decks

Free Estimates  Lead Certified

815-761-1626

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

MATTRESS

MATTRESSFIRM

815-758-4320

Jason Conderman + Sr. Store Manager

2395 Sycamore Rd - DeKalb, IL - 60115
mattressfirm.com

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K& J £5
RVICES

DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL!  Sgiiiman Valley, IL

PAINTING

Tennison Painting
Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

—
VISA

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE Y
croominG [

‘£, (6.0
[ ey
o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

We
QYSF‘ \‘)6‘\0 O ;}""hg Ilvel_,
; om O
et dge Youy g o
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

WHEELS

SOLAR ENERGY

Paul Holland
Sunder Energy

Regional Solar Consultan

815-994-2337
Paul.Holland@sunderenergy.com
Instagram: @Solarocrates

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, IL&

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage -
= Stump grinding *

= Climbing specialist = Ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

“Your Trees

,O OVE Deserve a
722 dveeclteere, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control | BNEHeE

 Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

ISA

A SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Wouldn't you like your business

card seen by 28,500 people?
CALL CHRIS 815-561-2125
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IHSA navigating transgender issues and right to play

RIGINALLY

set up in 1900

as an organiza-
tion to simply oversee in-
ter-scholastic competition
in [llinois, the beleaguered
[HSA continues to get
pounded by issues that
were never foreseen at its
inception.

Besides the on-going
pressure of the public-pri-
vate school competitive
imbalance, officials at the
[HSA are now juggling
how to handle transgen-
der issues and something
called “right to play”.

In regard to wheth-
er transgender athletes
should be allowed to
compete in gender spe-
cific activities, the IHSA
simply wants clarification.
Do their marching orders
come from a Presidential
Executive Order or the
[llinois Department of
Human Rights?

A non-political entity,
the IHSA stays out of the
fray and simply tries to

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

LEGO Club

Monday, May 5th at
5:00PM Bricks and bases
will be waiting for you at
LEGO Club on May 5th.
Bring your neighbor and
your imagination!

Spice of the Month!

Join the cooking party
and stop in for your cori-
ander spice kit. Included is
some history, recipes, anda
sample of coriander.

Stories With Stacey

Thursdays at

comply with the applica-
ble law, without taking a
position either way. Still,
there remains a very large
contingent of Illinois
citizens that believe the
IHSA should not allow
transgender athletes to
compete in girls sports,
citing unfairness.

For the record, the
IHSA doesn’t legislate
how school districts han-
dle thismatterineveryday
athletic competition. Its
jurisdiction is for a state
tournament series, of
which there are 15 for the
boys and 17 for the girls.

As apole vault person,
I’ve watched with some
interest a political hot po-
tato in the state of Maine,
whereby a teenager who
previously competed in
the boys track and field,
switched to girls and won
the state pole vault title
as a trans athlete. The
controversy has reached a
boiling point among state
and national politicos.

It might just a matter of
time before this explodes
inlIllinois, as the IHSA pa-
tiently waits for definitive
direction from federal and/
or state authorities.

On to the “Right to
Play” House Bill, whichis
much simpler to explain,
butstill chockfull of social
ramifications.

It asks that athletes be
given the opportunity to
compete intourna-
ment play outside
of the actual high-
school sport they
are playing in.

Right now, if
someone is a club
ball player and his
or her club is hav-
ing a competition
while that sport is going
on during the high-school
season, the IHSA doesn’t
allow them to compete
in it.

This bill would al-
low kids to step outside
the IHSA rules and play
whatever tournament they

Andy Colbert

want during the season in
question. Bear in mind,
kids can compete in club
sports throughout the
school year, justnotduring
the season that sport is
going on.

The IHSA opposes
the bill, stating its mis-
sion centers around the
character development
of young people while
representing their schools
and communities.
They contend that
travel (club) sports
have a very differ-
ent end goal.

IHSA’s mission
isto supportits 800
member schools,
and not have any
affiliation with
club ball.

Additionally, the IHSA
warns against the effect
it would have on fielding
teams, which is already a
huge problem for schools
all over Illinois. It also
cites the undue pressure
it puts on high school

coaches.

Very true and some-
thing that is frustrating to
coaches everywhere. Of-
ten, kids do not report for
practice or games because
they are practicing with
their travel (club) team.
With a shortage of players
to fill a high-school team
out, coaches are left with
an ethical dilemma.

Do you make a con-
cession to kids that have
a greater allegiance to
their club team than to
their high school simply
because you don’t have
enough bodies and des-
perately need all hands
on deck?

It’s gets stickier when
the club sport athlete is
more talented than his
peers in high school.
Does the coach allow the
absentee athlete toreceive
more playing time than
the lesser-talented kid
who makes every practice
and is truly committed to
the team?

I guess it depends if
winning is the primary
goal?

One final factor not
connected to the proposed
House Bill is the conflict
high-school coaches feel
with club sports. They are
forced to navigate their
own coaching techniques
versus whatatravel coach
is telling an athlete.

It is so much easier
to coach your own way
without outside inter-
ference. However, some
would argue that a kids
receive more specialized
training from an outside
coaching, and dare we
say, even better.

I’m staying out of that
argument, but it is a real-
ity permeating coaching
high-school sports all
over the country.

Andy Colbertis along-
time Ogle County resident
with years of experience
covering sports and more
for multiple area publi-
cations.

10:00AM: Join Miss Stac-
ey as she continues to teach
us about animals through
books and crafts!

May Book of the
Month

In The Life We Bury by
Allen Eskens Joe Talbert is
astruggling college student
assigned with the task ofin-
terviewing and writing the
biography ofastranger. Joe
picks a local nursing home
resident who was accused
ofmurder. AsJoedivesinto

Carl’s history, he does not
see Carl being a murderer.
Joe, with the help of Lila
the neighbor, tries to find
out the truth about Carl.
Pick up your copy today
from the circulation desk.
May Take & Make
Craft
Stop by the circulation
desk to pick up your kit to
make a dreamcatcher.
Community Puzzle
We almost have the
winter themed puzzle com-

plete, and we’re tired of
looking at the snow! Stop
in and finish the puzzle
for us!

Coloring Pages

Don’t forget we have
new coloring pages each
week available for you to
choose from.

Card Making

Card Making supplies
arealwaysavailable foryou
to create with. Call ahead
for room availability.

Game Table

We have a variety of
board games, including
checkers, for anyone to
play. Stop inand bring your
competitive streak.

Plastic Recycling

*No animal feed bags
are allowed (cat, dog, bird,
etc)* We ask that you make
sure plastic is clean with
no debris in the dona-
tion. Also please remove
any ziploc-type seals and
paper/sticker labels. Thank
you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

The Beijing Betrayal by
Joel Rosenberg

The Ride Of Her Life:
Annie Wilkins by Elizabeth
Letts

Picture Book

Monster Needs To Go
To School by Paul Czajak

Dad Jokes: The Chees-
iest, Corniest Joke Book
Ever!

DVD

Dog Man

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon ot
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children's Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: ucb@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
(Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaume@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

A P A »

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Celebrating 175 Years!
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setfing.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

Follow Us on Facehook “St. James Lutheran Church” =

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 * Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Sunday Morning: 9:30am Bible Classes for all ages
10:30am Worship Service with nursery available. Live siream available at
leafriver.church/live-now
6941 N. Mt. Morris Rd., Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205
leafriverbc@gmail.com
leafriver.church

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanueHindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 * office@immanueHindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuelindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library fime. Snacks and coffee.
Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 * Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
3130 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
our
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., M. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 8157344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship fime
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church

DIK o)
MOUNT MORRIS

EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 8157322960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.

Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) meet weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.

We look forward o meeting you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd.
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com * Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815732-2994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facehook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org ¢ E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 5. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil. weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois * 815-946-2848 o Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~
POLO CAMPUS

Meefing Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ™ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st.

Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588  Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
8156452526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete minisiry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversafion, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCFSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERI

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.

Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am.

Pastor Phil Thompson

Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Special Hours Time. Creative Studio
The Byron Public Library ~ hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00

will be closed Monday,
May 26, in observance of
the Memorial Day holiday.
We will re-open for our
regular hours on Tuesday,
May 27. We hope all of
our patrons have a safe
and happy Memorial Day!

Basic Self De-
fense Demonstration
Thursday, May 22. 6 —
7:00 pm. Join us for an
engaging program led by
a local Jiu-Jitsu instruc-
tor, who will guide you
through basic self-de-
fense moves. Please call
815-234-5107 to register.

Creative Studio
Our Creative Studio is
open on Sunday after-
noons and two evenings
a week, so stop by for
monthly crafts and to use
our maker space equip-
ment! Crafts out on the
tables are free of charge,
while some other projects
will incur a cost depend-
ing on materials. Middle
school and high school
youth can use some of
the materials while with
an adult, or during Teen

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Weekly Storytime at
the Library

Join us in person at the
library for songs, stories
and crafts! Wednesdays
at 10a.m.Ages2-5. Space
is limited. Call the library
toregister: 815-645-8611.

Seed Library

Discover the joy of
gardening with our NEW
seed library! Borrow,
grow and share from a
diverse selection of seeds,
and help cultivate sustain-
ability and biodiversity in
our community. . .one seed
at a time! Only five seed
packets per patron. March
through October.

Tween Scene: Cha-
rades

Program. Three words.
Sounds like a great time.
It’s Tween Scene: Cha-
rades! Bring your imag-
ination. Guessing ability
and improv skills for this
classic gamethat’s always
a greattime. Tuesday, May
6, 6 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Star Wars Day

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is
a resource center located
at 810 S. 10th Street,
Oregon. Our activities
and trips are open to all
ages. Call our office @
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access
Application for a license
plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance or
other things. Visit us at
www.rockrivercenter.org
and like us on Facebook.

FRENCH CLASS

Next Meeting - May

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Job Opening

Forreston Public Li-
brary has a part-time
position open for approx-
imately 10-12 hours per
week, including every
other Saturday morning.
Customer service and
technology skills are pre-
ferred. Responsibilities
include assisting patrons,
checking materials in

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Com-
munity Center!

Diamond Painting

Consult our
classified adsor
place your own!

pm, Monday 9:00 am-
1:00 pm & 5 — 8:00 pm,
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm
& 5 — 8:00 pm, Wednes-
day 9:00 am — 1:00 pm,
Thursday 9:00 am — 1:00
pm, Friday & Saturday
closed.

Check out
Our Mobile App
Did you know that there
is an easy way to use
the library from your
phone? Just download
the PrairieCat app to your
phone or mobile device
and log in with your
library card number and
PIN! You’ll be able to
view your checkouts and
holds, renew renewable
materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
evenadigital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107. Not sure what you
want? Call us for help!

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Patrons enjoyed learning different techniques for adding sparkle to their homemade cards. Patrons also
enjoyed learning from mushroom expert Hunter Le Duc as she taught patrons all about shiitake mushrooms
including their history, lifecycle, and how to cultivate them.

We will call or email you
with a confirmation when
your holds are ready to be
picked up. Call us when
you arrive at the library,

and we will bring your
items out to you, already
checked out. A receipt
with your due dates will be
included with your items.

Visitthe Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters
at byronlibrary.org, to
keep up to date on library

news and programs! Be
sure to also check out the
Byron Library and Byron
Library Teen Instagram

pages!

Have a young Jedi ob-
sessed with a galaxy far
far away? Come celebrate
May the 4™ with crafts
and games inspired by the
epic franchise. Saturday,
May 10, 1 p.m. Ages 5-9.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Adult Craft: Felt and
Paper Wreath

Create your own life-
like spring green wreath
using cardstock, crepe pa-
per, frosted paper and felt.
Monday, May 12, 6 p.m.
Adults only. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Short and Sweets

Joinus at the library for
an engaging discussion
of Caroline Anderson’s
short story, “Homing.”
Wednesday, May 14, 10
a.m. Copies of thereading
available at the Circula-
tion Desk. Adults.

Genealogy Communi-
ty Workshop

The life of a researcher
can get lonely — why
not head to the library
and share your findings?

TRERTS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Last Friday, teens stopped by Julia Hull District Library, to create edible Peeps nests using Rice Crispy Treats,
jelly beans, and flavored Peeps.

During this program, we’ll
have time to do research
surrounded by fellow ge-
nealogy enthusiasts, dis-
cuss other resources and
share some of our favorite
discoveries! Drop-ins
welcome. Saturday, May
17,10 am.

Tween Scene: Lawn
Games

Game face: ON! The
sun is shining and we’re
playing games on the
library lawn. So, dust-off
your skills for corn hole,
ring toss and more...and
prepare to crown a team

champ. Tuesday, June
3, 6 pm. Ages 10-13.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Create Your Own
Salsa

Enjoy home salsa all
summer long. Learn the
best vegetable and herb

varieties for making sal-
sa, and how to grow and
harvest them. Class will
include a salsa-making
demo and FREE salsarec-
ipes to attendees. Thurs-
day, June 5, 6 p.m. Adults.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

7. 10:30 — 11:30 a.m.
Advanced Registration
Required.

CTC - Lab Hour

May 8. 9:30 — 10:30
a.m. Registration Re-
quired.

PENNING YOUR
PAST

May 12. 1:00 — 2:00
p-m. Advanced Registra-
tion Requested

OUTING OF THE
MONTH

May 15. Anderson Jap-
anese Gardens. Lunch
Afterward at Frescos.

Register by May 12
WOOD CARVERS
Tuesdays—9:00—11:00

a.m.

Boot Scooters
Adult Line Dancing

Fun. When: Tuesday and

Thursday mornings. Time:

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Where:

Rock River Center. A

Great Physical and Men-

tal Activity. Despite its

effortless appearance, line
dancing offers a signifi-
cant workout for muscles,
especiallyinthelegs, core,
and upper body. Regular

participation strengthens
muscles, boosts stamina,
and enhances overall
fitness levels, vital for
orthopedic health and
function. Key Takeaways:
Line dancing offers car-
diovascular, balance, and
coordination benefits.
It stimulates cognitive
function and can improve
mental health. The activity
promotes social connec-
tion and boosts individ-
ual confidence. Whether
you’re a seasoned pro or
taking your first steps, we

have a place for you in the
line. “Ifyou can walk, you
can line dance.”
SUPPORT GROUPS
@ ROCKRIVER CEN-
TER
CANCERSUPPORT
GROUP
Meets: 4th Wednesday
in February, May, Au-
gust & November. Time:
2:00 —3:00 p.m. 24 Hour
Advance Registration
Required.
CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 3rdTues-

day of the month. Time:
10:00 — 11:30 a.m.
DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP
Meets: 1st Wednesday
of'the month. Time: 10:30

a.m. —12:00 p.m.
LOW VISION
GROUP
Meets: 2nd and

4th Tuesday of month.
Time: 12:00 p.m. — 1:30
p.m. Formore information
on any of our Support
Groups, call Rock River
Center at 815-732-3252
or 1-800-541-5479.

and out, shelving items,
answering phones, faxing,
etc. If interested, please
pick up an application at
the library. The deadline
to apply is May 13, 2025.
Ifyouhave any questions,
please email forreston-
publiclibrary@gmail.
com.

Book Sale

May Ist-May 17", 1t’s

time again for our annual
spring book sale! Books,
puzzlesand DVDs will be
available for purchase (by
donation) during regular
business hours the first
few weeks of May. We
have a large selection of
new and gently used items
for all ages and interests.
Find some great bargains
while you help support

the library!

Toddler/Preschool
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00
am. Join us each week for
stories, games, and crafts.
This program is a great
opportunity for children
and caregivers to discover
the joy of sharing stories
and making new friends
in a relaxed setting. We

hope you’ll join us!

Community Room

Looking for a place
to hold your event? Our
community room (with a
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties,
showers, family reunions,
and more. Please call the
library at (815)938-2624
for additional informa-
tion.

Soft Plastic Recycling

We are collecting film-
type plastic for recycling.
This includes plastic bags,
zipper type baggies (with
the zip portion removed),
cereal/snack bags, bubble
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags
are free from debris and
remove all paper/sticker
labels. Thank you!

Diamond Painting on
Friday, May2nd @ 11:00
am. No experience nec-
essary. Paintings are
available for purchase.

Spring Dance

Joinus on Friday, May
2" for our Spring Dance!
All are welcome starting
at 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm.

Donations accepted and

snacks will be provided.
Crafts at The Shed
All are welcome to

join us for crafts each

month at the Serenity
Shed. On Tuesday, May
20™ at 9:00 am we will
meet at The Shed to
paint spring canvases.

Your Best
GARAGE SALE

Got Lots to
Sell?
“f - i

Make sure to ask
ahout our online
classified ads!

I OGLE CouNTY
ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER s

In Print & Online
815.732.2156

www.oglecountylife.com

The cost is $15 and you
MUST be signed up by
May 13%,

Call The Center to
sign up today!

Reach Thousands
of Potential Local
Buyers!

writh print and
online exposure!
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OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Ogle County Mini
Food Center Pantry

A donation box for the
local Ogle County Mini
Food Center Pantry is
currently located in the
Library’s northwest lobby
entrance. A list of accept-
able food items is posted
along with more informa-
tion about the food center
whichislocated at Conover
Square.

Preschool Story Time

(18 months — 6 years).
Story Time continues
through May 12th. Sto-
ries, crafts and friends to
share books...all at your
Library on Mondays at
10 am! Registration is
required, visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. or
call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, May 14, at
12:30 to discuss The Giver
by Lois Lowery. Cocktails
and Crime will meet May
18, so stop by the Library
to find out title, location
and time. Is This Just Fan-
tasy? Book Club will meet
May 20 at 6 pm at the Li-
brary to discuss Daughter
of the Moon Goddess by
Sue Lynn Tann. The Af-
ternoon Book Club meets
Wednesday, May 21, at 1
pm to discuss The Women
by Kristen Hannah. Books
on Tap Book Clubwillmeet
Thursday, May 22 at 6 pm
at Cork & Tap to discuss
The Guest by Emma Cline.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library Closings

The Mount Morris Li-
brary will be closed on
Monday, May 26" for
Memorial Day.

MountMorris Library
Hours

The Mount Morris Li-
brary is open every day
Monday through Satur-
day. Hours are 11am-7pm,
Monday through Thursday,
11am-5pm on Fridays and
10am-2pm on Saturdays.
Stop by and see us!

Ink with a Friend

Monday, May 12" at
Spm. We will be offering
a card-making class from
local crafter, Liz Gullett.
She will be here on Mon-
day, May 12" at Spm! You
will get all the materials to
make two beautiful cards to
take home. Stop by to see
the samples, $5 fee when
you register. Registration
is limited so call the library
or stop by to save your spot
before May 5™!

Mocktails For Fun!

Wednesday, May 14"
or May 21* at 6pm. Sum-
mer is coming and that
means family gatherings
and outdoor fun! Mocktails
are a wonderful, inclusive
way to share in the fun!

Common Scams and
How to Avoid Them
Wednesday, May 7 at
11 am. Please join us as the
Office of Illinois Attorney
General Kwame Raoul’s
office guides us on the
most common scams and
how to avoid them. This is
an in-person meeting and
registration is required.
Go to the Oregon Public
Library website, Event
Calendar to register or call
815-732-2724.
Family Fun Night Bash
Wednesday, May 7 at
Oregon Elementary School
from 5-7 pm. The Oregon
Public Library and Mt.
Morris Public Library will
join OES and other com-
munity organizations for
a fun and informational
event. The Libraries have
vited Jason Kollum,AKA
the Bubble Guy, to bring
amazing bubble fun! In
addition, summer reading
program information from
both libraries will be avail-
able. For more information
aboutthe event, contact Or-
egon Elementary School.
Poverty: A Discussion
with Matthew Desmond
Tuesday, May 13, 7
pm. Join us with bestsell-
ing author Matthew Des-
mond in conversation with
award-winning journalist,
Natalie Moore. Desmond
is a professor of sociology
atPrinceton University and
author of the award-win-
ningbook, Evicted: Poverty

and Profit in the American
City. The recipient of a
MacArthur “Genius” Fel-
lowship, Desmond was
named one of “fifty people
across the country who are
most influencing the na-
tional political debate” by
Politico 50 in 2016. His re-
search focusesonpovertyin
the United States, city life,
housing insecurity, public
policy, racial inequality,
and ethnography. Natalie
Mooreisanaward-winning
journalistbased in Chicago,
whose reporting tackles
race, housing, economic
development, food injustice
and violence. She is the
authoroftheacclaimed The
South Side: A Portrait of
Chicago and American
Segregation and co-author
of The Almighty Black P
Stone Nation: The Rise,
Fall and Resurgence of an
American Gang. Moore is
the recipient of Chicago
Library Foundation’s 21st
Century Award and a Studs
Terkel Community Media
Award among many others.
Her work has helped shift
the way Chicagoans today
think about segregation in
theregion. Registerat: [Li-
brary website or https://bit.
ly/ILP_MatthewDesmond]
This event is made possible
by lllinois Libraries Present
(ILP), a statewide col-
laboration among public
libraries offering premier
events. ILP is funded in
part by a grant awarded by

the lllinois State Library,
a department of the Office
of Secretary of State, using
funds provided by the U.S.
Institute of Museum and
Library Services, under the
provisions of the Library
Services and Technology
Act (LSTA).
Ink with A Friend
Monthly Card Club
Monday, May 19 at
6:00pm. Sending personal
cards to your friends and
family is a way to let them
know you care and are
thinking about them. All
designs include beautiful
colored cardstock, gor-
geousdesigner series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.
Whether you’re anew card
maker or a seasoned pro,
our kits are suited to every
skill level. Don’t wait!
Sign up today to reserve
your spot. Oregon Patrons
only. Registrationrequired
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com
Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, May 20 at
1:30pmor5:30pm (Choose
your time slot). Pressed
Flowered Candles. May
flowers are here, so get
ready for this unique dec-
orative design. This is an
adult only class, 18 and
up. Registration required,
please call (815) 732-2724
or visit www.oregonpubli-

clibrary.com.

Movie Time is Back!

Wednesday, May 21 at
2:30 pm. Join Buzz and
Woody for an entertaining
time by calling the Library,
815-732-2724, or going
to our website to register.
Once registered you can
receiveaticket forthe show.
Children under 10 must be
accompanied by a parent
and the movie will start
promptly at 2:30pm. For
more information, contact
the Library.

Functional Fitness

Wednesdays at 9:30am.
In this class, we use ex-
ercises based on whole-
body movements to restore
posture, improve body
mechanics, build strength
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We
start with a slow warm-up
followed by core exercis-
es — then explore how to
utilize these tools based on
real situations in daily life.
Bring your yoga mat! All
levels are welcome. - OR-
EGON PATRONS ONLY
-Registration required, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit http://www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com.

Knit & Crochet

Mondays at 1:00pm.
This group meets every
Monday at 1 pmandisopen
to anyone. From beginner
to expert, all skill level are
welcome to join. Bring
any hand craft and work on

it while socializing. Need
help getting started with
yourknitting project, stopin
on aMonday. Registration
is requested, visit http://
www.oregonpubliclibrary.
comorcall (815)732-2724.

Photo Printer at the
library!

The library has a photo
printer capable of printing4
X 6,5x7,8x10,and 8.5x 11
from computer, USB drive
or SD card. It will not print
directly from a phone. Call
for more info.

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your garden?
Have extra seeds? Donate
themto the community seed
library. Seeds are FREE for
anyone.

Oregon Writers Group

Meetsthe2nd Tuesday of
the month at 10:00am The
OWG is a gathering of
writers or writer-wannabes
who meet to support each
other and further their own
writing. The purpose of the
groupisto help and encour-
age you in your writing. If
you need brainstorming
ideas, we can help suggest
ideasoraidwiththecreative
process.

OPLD Dial-A-Story &
Oregon Public Library
StoryWalk @Oregon
Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...astory! Currentsto-
ry- The Circles All Around
Us by Brad Montague. At

Come to the library to learn
how to make and create
some easy and delicious
mocktails for your next
gathering. All supplies
will be provided including
drink tastings and recipes to
take home! Sign up using
the link on our Facebook
Events page!
Lego Night!
Thursday, May 15" at
6pm. Bring the family out
for some awesome brick
building! We will pull out
#AlltheLegos for this night
andkids canbuild whatever
they can imagine. Then,
they can put a name to their
creation and keep it on our
display for all to enjoy until
the next Lego night!
Display Case Showings
There is a new display
in our cases! Artwork
from local artists through
the years! On loan from Jo
Ward, there is a wide range
ofdifferenttypes ofart from
many different artists but
all from our local town!
Stop by to see this gorgeous
collection! We are always
looking for collectors or
artists who are willing to
share their treasures in our
display cases. If you are
interested, please call, 815-

PET OF

Tg@ﬂ THE WEEK

Humane Society

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

4

Hi there! 'm Mini, and I've got a lot of personality packed into a small package!
I may be a little spicy at times, but | promise 'm full of love and curiosity. | like
to be the center of attention and will definitely let you know when I've had
enough of being doted on - 'm a girl who knows what she wants! | prefer to
live in a home with no other pets, so | can have all your love and attention to
myself. 'm very curious and always want to know what's going on around me,
so be prepared for me to investigate everything you do! I love being talked

to - I'llisten to every word and probably chime in with a little meow of my own.
If you're looking for a cat with a bold personality who enjoys being the star of
the show, | could be your perfect match. | might be spicy, but | promise, I've got
alot of love to give when 'm in the mood. Come meet me and see if we're a
perfect match - | can't wait to show you just how much fun | can be!

734-4927.

Mount Morris Library
is FINE FREE!

Yep! Youno longerneed
to worry about paying fines
for late books, dvd’s, au-
diobooks, etc. at the Mount
Morris Library! We haveno
fines due for late materials,
justreturn the item and you
can check out any other
item at no cost! We love
serving our community and
invite all patrons to visit the
Mount Morris Library!

Explore More Illinois

Explore More Illinois
users can access, and re-
serve passes from any
of our attractions on the
Mount Morris Library
website, mtmorris-il.org,
under the resources page.
Visit the website to browse
attractions.

Hot Spots available at
Mount Morris Library

The library has hotspots
available to check out for
use at home. These are
available to Mount Morris
Library card holders and
will be checked out for
fourteen days. Get more
information fromalibrarian
ifyouwould like to use this
free service!

Book Donations Wel-

ROGHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt

Dr. Lynn Deets

come

Our book sale was such
a great success due to all of
your wonderful donations!
Weare accepting donations
again forthenextbooksale!
If you have any media you
no longer need or want-
bring them to the Mount
Morris Library! We cannot
accept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest
Condensed books, VHS
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Lions Club Glasses
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are avail-
able at the library. When
the boxes are full, they are
picked up by local Lions
members and dropped off
at collection depots. These
recycled eyeglasses are
given to people in need,
with the help of various
medical missionaries, in
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world.
Whenthe eyeglassesarrive
in these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription
eyeglasses that are as close
as possible to that person’s
sightneeds. Whendonating

i

Dr. Melissa Corson

e

2t
+ Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
- Surgical Laser

® + X-ray

Lobby Hours:
[ ) Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

‘4

o,. ‘o

+ Gas Anesthetic

+ On-site Laboratory
- Geriatric Care

« Dentistry

(815) 562-5207

HEARING AIDS, please
be sure to place them in a
small box or hard-covered
case so they do not get
crushed or damaged.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends
work better? Do you have
aprogramyouwouldliketo
share/lead? Contact Mary
Cheatwood at the library
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.orgorcall 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy to many, and
doubles in value. Your
memorial gift to the library
is matched by the Mt.
Morris Library Foundation,
doubling your generosity!
Many thanks to all who
gavememorial giftsin2023.

Newspaper Available!

Wewillnow bereceiving
the Dixon Telegraph daily!
Wereceivethe Ogle County
Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt.
Morris Times. If you want
to keep up with the local
news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is
available!

We want to remind ev-

eryone that you still have
the option of having your
materials delivered to your
vehicle. If you have holds
waiting for you, call us to
tell us you are on your way,
and we will bring them out
to your vehicle when you
arrive. Call us if you need
more information.

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
per black and white page).
We fax ($2 for the first page
and $0.50 each additional
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email
($2 per document). You can
use a computer without a
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available
on our computers. Come
visit us and let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meetings
are the third Wednesday
of the month at 7pm at the
libraryunless otherwisenot-
ed. The public is welcome
to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt.
MorrisIL61054—815-734-
4927 Fax-815-734-6035
www.mtmorris-il.org

g rooming

Trust with a Groomer is

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming
815-453-2843

1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

expertise.

Call:

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

A |
£

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

or

to advertise on the
Pet of the Week Page!
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Leaf River Lions Club hosts Breakfast

with Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt

The Leaf River Lions Club hosted a Breakfast with Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt on
April 19. We enjoy serving the community with this annual event. The picture is
the three winners of the Easter Baskets. We thank everyone that attended. Next
up - Watch for information on the upcoming Leaf River Summer Daze Festival on
June 6, 7 and 8. We will have our usual Friday night food, music and fireworks.
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ACROSS

Completely
Playwright
Levin

Done with
Secular
Collection
Water carrier
Airline to Tel
Aviv

ET's craft
Dutch cheese
Ersatz choco-
late
One-named
supermodel
Tree fluid
Trombone
parts

Grassy tract
January, to
Juan

Grassy area
Shade pro-
vider

FBI guy
Alpha's
opposite
"The Hunger
Games" hero-
ine

Dance clubs
Prefix with
athlete

Tom Joad, for
one

Urged (on)
Hive popula-
tion

Schlep

Luau dance

(Courtesy photo)
ing Crossword
i |2 |3 g8 |9 [10
11 12
15
18
26 |27
28 [29 |30
33
37
41
50 |51 |52
56
59
56 Vegetarian's 7 Exciting 28 Trudge
no-no Broadway 29 Actor Malek
57 Mine material event 30 Dazzles
58 Russian ruler 8 YouTube clip, 31 Caribou kin
59 Saturates for short 35 Yoga pad
60 Scale member 9 Clean air org. 38 Fine, to NASA
61 Blasting stick 10 "The One | 40 [talian "three"
Love" band 42 Farm towers
DOWN 12 Loan applica- 45 Franc replace-
1 Sir Guinness tion fees ment
2 In — land 19 "Cheers" set- 47 Sudden wind
3 Deceitful per- ting 48 Flair
son 21 Pub order 49 Scurry
4 Terre Haute 23 Bakery pur- 50 German auto
sch. chase 51 Shoe width
5 Mortgage 25 Singer Lovato 52 Have break-
again, for short 26 Historic peri- fast
6 Molecule ods 54 Solidify

parts

27

Male children
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local life for 2026 Calendar Contest

BYRON — Byron
Bank is proud to announce
the return of its annual
Community Calendar
Photo Contest forthe 2026
calendar year. The contest
runs from May 1 through
Aug. 31,2025, andis open
to photographers of all
ages and skill levels.

Participants are encour-
aged to submit original
photos that reflect the
beauty, charm, and spirit
of our local communities.
From historic landmarks
and rural landscapes to
community events and
wildlife, Byron Bank is
looking for images that
capture what makes our
region so special.

“We love seeing the
creativity and pride that
shines through in every
submission,” said Saman-
tha Ciaccio, marketing of-

ficer at Byron Bank. “This
calendar is more than a
collection of pictures - it’s
away to celebrate the peo-
ple and places that define
who we are.”

Thirteen winning pho-
tos will be selected to be
featured in Byron Bank’s
2026 wall calendar. The
calendar will be distrib-
uted in-branch beginning
in November and used
throughout the year to
celebrate our shared com-
munity.

Anyone wishing to
enter the contest should
email a digital copy of
their photo (limit 5 entries
per person) and the entry
form to sciaccio@byron-
bank.com with the subject
line: 2026 Community
Calendar Contest Entry.
All photos should be a
minimumsize of 5x7, high

resolution, landscape ori-
entation (think sunsets),
and in JPG format. Photos
can be taken anywhere
in Northern Illinois with
priority given to Boone,
Ogle, and Winnebago
counties.

At the end of the sub-
mission period, the com-
munity will have the
opportunity to vote in the
month of September. Visit
Byron Bank’s Facebook
page to stay up to date
on calendar voting. The
cover photo winner will
receive a $250 gift card
and monthly winners will
receive a $150 gift card!

Full contest details
and the required entry
form can be found at
byronbank.com/commu-
nity-calendar. Join us in
capturing our communi-
ties, one snapshotatatime.

Mother’s Day Out Brunch & Pub Crawl is May 10

BYRON — Weezy’s
Sports Bar & Grill and 2™
Chance Tavern will host
their second annual Moth-
er’s Day Out Brunch & Pub
Crawl on May 10 starting
at 11 a.m. There will be
10 stops of local fun. At
each stop, grab a petal
to complete your flower.

MAGIC MAZE @

Brunch at 2" Chance Tav-
ern starting at 11 a.m. and
to get your flower stem.
End at Weezy’s at 4 p.m.
for the raffle.

After starting at 2™
Chance, stops include
Velvet Poppy, Reruns,
The Cave, Bub’s Pub,
Uptown Lanes, Bath &

Body Fusion, Neon Tiger,
Dos Amigos and finally
Weezy’s at 4 p.m. for
free pizza and raffling of
prizes.

Weezy’s Sports Bar
& Grill and 2™ Chance
Tavern thanked the par-
ticipating businesses that
donated for the event.

MOTHER’S

DAY

CONL JGE-CZXYVSCTR
DPNLJHNETCANEYWYV
TOLWI SDOMOTL SR PN
LKOTI I GRETI ETCOYUCB
Z XVHNWATBTURTLHS
RPEORECRMLTIUIJTITITII
GE(ENDEARINGDML D
B AL UVFTHGUOMHTAUDY
XWUVF I TSTEOQPOFRN
LKAOSREWOLVFIJHET
YDNACGFHTMRAWND
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: LIFE IS A BED OF —
Affection Children Lineage Tradition
Candy Endearing Love Warmth
Card Family Motherhood Wisdom
Celebration Flowers Thoughtful

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each

small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @@ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF:
JILL J. BIER, deceased.
NO. 2025-PR-24
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of
the death of JILL J.
BIER of Oregon, lllinois.
Letters of office were is-
sued on April 7, 2025,
to SHERRY BENIKE
of Wykoff, Minnesota,
whose attorney is Da-
vid A. Smith, of Smith
Law Group, P.C. at 129
South Fourth Street, P.
O. Box 10, Oregon, llli-
nois, 61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the
Court at Ogle County
Judicial Center, 106
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, lllinois, 61061, or
with the representative,
or both, within 6 months
from the first publication
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from
the date of mailing or
delivery of Notice to
creditors, if mailing or
delivery is required by
Section 18-3 of the llli-
nois Probate Act, 1975,
as amended, whichever
date is later. Any claim
not filed within that peri-
od is barred.
Copies of claims filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after the claim has been
filed.
SHERRY BENIKE
Independent Executor
No. 0412
(April 21, 28 and May 5
2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on April 1,
2025 a certificate was
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting
forth the names and
post office address of
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

SAGEBRUSH SALON

108 Wilson St
Stilman  Valley, IL
61084

Dated: April 1, 2025
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 0413

(April 21, 28 and May 5,
2025)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
A CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE FOR A MOTOR

VEHICLE
MOUNT MORRIS ES-
TATES MHP, LLC, an
llinois limited liability
company,
Plaintiff,
V.
AUDREY SKOFF,
Defendant.
No. 2025CH3
NOTICE BY
PUBLICATION

Audrey Skoff

That this case has
been commenced in
this Court against you
requesting the entry of
a Court Order directing
the lllinois Secretary of
State issue title to and
in that certain 1990 Hol-
ly Park Mobile Home;
VIN: 0AFG23361, locat-
ed at 3747 lllinois Route
64, Lot 126, Mt. Morris,
Ogle County, lllinois.
NOW, THEREFORE,
UNLESS YOU file your
answer or otherwise file
your appearance in this
case in the Office of the
Clerk of this Court:
Clerk of the Circuit
Court
Ogle
house
106 S. Fifth Street
Oregon, IL 61061

On or before May 19,
2025. A DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED
AGAINST YOU AT
ANY TIME AFTER
THAT DAY AND A
JUDGMENT MAY BE
ENTERED IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE
PRAYER OF SAID
COMPLAINT.

Dated: April 14, 2025
Kimberly A. Stahl

Clerk of the Circuit
Court Ogle County, Illi-
nois

Courtney E. Kennedy

County Court-

(6322625)
Ehrmann Gehlbach
Badger & Considine,

LLC Attorneys for Plain-
tiff

114 E. Everett Street,
Suite 300

Dixon, IL 61021

(815) 288-4949

(815) 288-3068 (FAX)
kennedy@egbclaw.
com

NOTE: This law firm is
deemed to be a debt
collector.

No. 0414

(April 21, 28 and May 5
2025)

NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that Cord Construc-
tion intends to contract
for the following items
and services; specifi-
cations are on file with
BuildingConnected.
com.

Cord Construction in-
vites qualified subcon-
tracting firms to submit
respective proposal
packages for a 13,253
SF Pre-Engineered
Metal Building addition
and remodeling for the
Oregon IL Fire Protec-
tion District.

Proposals will be Pub-
licly opened at Oregon
Fire Protection District
Station 1 located at 100
Washington St, Oregon
IL 61061. Cord Con-
struction reserves the
unrestricted right to re-
ject any or all proposals
received, to waive or
not to waive any infor-
mality, or to accept the
bid considered to be in
the best interest of the
Oregon Fire Protection
District and Cord Con-
struction.

Proposal No. 9241 -
Balance of all trades
packages Oregon Fire
Protection District.

Bid Opening: Tuesday,
May 13, 2025, at 2:00
p.m. CST at Oregon
Fire Protection District
Station 1 located at 100
Washington St, Oregon

ied

OGLE COUNTY

IL61061.

BY Jake Dykstra, Es-
timator / Project Man-
ager Steve Howlett,
Architect (Architect of
Record)

No. 0501

(May 5, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
STATE OF ILLINOIS
SS
COUNTY OF OGLE
Public Notice is here-
by given to all persons
in Mt. Morris Township
that a Public Hearing
will be held Thursday,
May 29, 2025 at 6:00
P.M. at the Old Ogle
County Courthouse,
Third  Floor County
Board Room #317, 105
S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL,
to consider the request
filed April 15, 2025 of
DG Mount West, LLC,
700 Universe Blvd E5E-
JB, Juno Beach, FL for
a Special Use Permit
in the AG-1 Agricultur-
al District to allow the
construction and opera-
tion of a 2 MWac Com-
munity Solar Energy
Facility on the property
described as follows
and being leased by the

petitioner:
Part of the Southwest
Quarter  (SW1/4)  of

the Northeast Quar-
ter (NE1/4); and part
of South Half (S1/2)
of G.L.1 of Northwest
Quarter (NW1/4) Frac-
tional Section 19 Mt.
Morris  Township 24
North, Range 9 East
of the 4th P.M., Ogle
County, IL, 17.58 acres,
more or less of the
177.40 acre site

Property Identification
Number: Part of 18-19-
100-007

Common Location:

8400 W. Haldane Rd.

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County
Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:

http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.

php.
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS RANDY

OCKEN, Chairman
Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 15th day of
April 2025

#03-25SU

No. 0503

(May 5, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
STATE OF ILLINOIS
SS
COUNTY OF OGLE
Public Notice is here-
by given to all persons

in Mt. Morris Township
that a Public Hearing
will be held Thursday,
May 29, 2025 at 6:00
P.M. in the County
Board Room #317, 3rd
floor of the Ogle Coun-
ty Courthouse, 105 S.
Fifth St., Oregon, IL, to
consider the request
filed April 1, 2025, of
John M. Pasakarnis,
505 W. Hitt St., Mt. Mor-
ris, IL for a Variation in
the AG-1 Agricultural
District to allow a resi-
dential accessory build-
ing to be constructed 60
feet from the right-of-
way line of W. IL Rte.
64 in lieu of 80 feet as
required by the Ogle
County Amendatory Or-
dinance on property de-
scribed as follows and
owned by the petitioner:
Part of the East Half
(E1/2) of the South-
west Quarter (SW1/4)
of Section 27 Mt. Mor-
ris Township 24 North,
Range 9 East of the 4th
P.M., Ogle County, IL

Property Identification
Number: 08-27-326-
003 & -004

Common Location: 505
W. Hitt St. aka W. IL
Rte. 64

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportuni-
ty to be heard. Any per-
son who also wishes to
appear as an interested
party with the right to
cross-examine  others
at the hearing must
complete and file an ap-
pearance form with the
Ogle County Planning
& Zoning Department
no later than five (5)
business days before
the date of the hearing.
The application for this
variation is on file with
detailed description and
available for examina-
tion at the Planning &
Zoning Department,
911 Pines Rd., Oregon,
lllinois or at the follow-
ing URL:
http://www.oglecountyil.
gov/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.

php.
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS RANDY

OCKEN, Chairman
Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 1st day of April
2025

#02-25VAR

No. 0504

(May 5, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
STATE OF ILLINOIS
SS
COUNTY OF OGLE
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
Monroe Township that
a Public Hearing will
be held Thursday, May
29, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
in the County Board
Room #317, 3rd floor of
the Ogle County Court-
house, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to consider
the request filed March
27, 2025, of Sandor
Kunyik, 437 Cavalier
Ct.,, Unit 311, West
Dundee, IL 60118 for
a Variation in the AG-1
Agricultural District to
allow a barn to be con-
structed 25 feet from
the right-of-way line of
E. Royster Rd. in lieu of
40 feet as required by

Call Chris
Grimm at
815-561-2125
or email
cgrimm@
oglecountylife.com

L.GILE COUNTY

Want us to post your ad on |-
our Facebook Page? E

VIEW CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!
Go to Marketplace and click on the section

you are interested in or do a keyword search.

OcLE COUNTY
LIFE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY

the Ogle County Amen-
datory Ordinance on
property described as
follows and owned by
the petitioner:

Part of the East Half
(E1/2) of the Southeast
Quarter (SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 19 Monroe Town-
ship 42 North, Range
2 East of the 3rd P.M.,
Ogle County, IL, 0.82
acres, more or less

Property Identification
Number: 12-19-476-
014

Common Location:

15,000 E. Royster Rd.
All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportuni-
ty to be heard. Any per-
son who also wishes to
appear as an interested
party with the right to
cross-examine  others
at the hearing must
complete and file an ap-
pearance form with the
Ogle County Planning
& Zoning Department
no later than five (5)
business days before
the date of the hearing.
The application for this
variation is on file with
detailed description and
available for examina-
tion at the Planning &
Zoning Department,
911 Pines Rd., Oregon,
lllinois or at the follow-
ing URL:
http://www.oglecountyil.
gov/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.

php.
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS RANDY

OCKEN, Chairman
Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 27th day of
March 2025
#01-25VAR

No. 0505

(May 5, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on April 22,
2025, a certificate was
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting
forth the names and
post office address of
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

Valley Soil

8690 N Grouse Run
Stillman  Valley, IL
61084

Dated: April 22, 2025
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 0506
(May 5,
2025)

12 and 19,

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.

e OGLE
Call 815-562-2928 or
gl%?NESS email dickharms@
hotmail.
OPPORTUNITIES cimat.com
“This  publication  does 307
not  knowingly  accept
fraudulent or deceptive %’gicslz‘LLé\NEOUS
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate ~ all ads, BUNDLED Newspaper
especially those asking for -$3 per Bundle.
money in advance.” Available Monday-
Thursday 815-562-
4171 (9AM-3PM)

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127 SERVICES
AND REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care
& Tree Service. 26
Years of Experience.
Fully Insured. Weekly
Mowing, Spring Clean
Up & More. Call
Jeremy 815-761-9619
(RNL04162025)

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, —~may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'m interested in looking!

Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

COUNTY
203

HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

501
APARTMENT FOR
RENT

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.
Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition.
Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

511
STORAGE UNITS

(RTTITT:

STORAGE

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(mext to D&V Garage)

O

Storage Unit Sizes:
Sx100 10'x10
10'x 15 10'x 20 10’x32’j

oot

VS S el o o o oI

ek

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Timely & Meaningful
Consultation and
Title 1 meeting for the
Byron Community
School District #226
will be held on
May 14th at 4:00 pm
in the Mary Morgan
Elementary Library.

103
AUCTIONS

SAT & SUN
10A-4P
All Outside: Antiques, Collectibles, Primitives,
New Items. Welcome to the General Public.
Going through the Whole Month of May,
Weather Permitting.
620 South Stone Hill Rd
Chana, IL
Off of RTE. 64, West toward Oregon
Watch for the Signs
“Different Items Weekly”

05052025

ACHIONIEER!
DIRECHORY]

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
* Pick Up Service Available

“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com
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203 205
HELP WANTED SITUATIONS WANTED
Byron School District #226 LOOKING FOR DRUMMER.

Open Positions
HS Head Cheerleading Coach
HS Assistant Cheerleading Coach
Fall Play Director
Half-Time Assistant — Spring Musical
Sketch Director - Madrigal Dinner
HS Assistant Wrestling Coach

All Positions are posted at
www.byron226.org
Click on the
Menu tab - then
the Employment
Opportunities tab
Located in the
‘About Us” section
on the main page -
Submit an —
“application today!

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE

News-Leader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.
No phone calls please.

03262023

We do oldies: Rock & Roll,
Beatles, CCR. We play out one
or two times a month.

For info
call Steve
815-751-8719 or
815-751-0059

04282025 ooty

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

New MilforeFo--.
Refrigeration

6331 11th Street | Rockford, .

¥¢0¢¢190

New, Used,
Scratch & Dent

carry a large
selection of
refurbished

Refrigerators appliance
Freezers with a S
Washers/Dryers oy
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

815-262-3900

Your Best
GARAGE SALE

Got Lots to
Sell?

= e

Reach Thousands of
Potential Local Buyers!

www.oglecountylife.com
I OcLE CounNTy
Rock VALLEY SHOPPER —Fc=o"o

Make sure to ask ahout our

815.561.2153 online classified ads!

www.rochellenews-leader.com e B
ROCHELLE I TEE

News-Leader

with print and
online exposure!

In Print
& Online

Don’t forget to ask
about Amboy News &
Mendota Reporter

It’s time for
“qualified”

to mean
qualities,

not just a
bachelor’s

degree.

Keith, Data Analyst,

Google Career Certificate Graduate,

STAR

Tear the paper ceiling that is keeping you

from discovering over 70 million STARSs: workers
Skilled Through Alternative Routes that are being
held back by degree screens, stereotypes and more.
Find out how STARSs can meet your talent needs.

TEAR THE PAPER CEILING.ORG

STARS

SKILLED THROUGH
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES..

#HireSTARS

A Opportunity
¥ @Work
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NURSES WEEK

Nurses serve in a variety of important roles

URSES are in-
valuable pro-
fessionals with-

in the medical community.
Whether they work in
hospital settings, nursing
homes, assisted living fa-
cilities, doctor’s offices, or
elsewhere, nurses provide
vital services to individuals
in need every day.

Nurses wear many hats,
andthat’sevidenced by the
different types of nurses
making a difference each
day. Individuals consid-
ering a career in nursing
should know that talented
nurses are in high demand
and career opportunities
in the field are expected
to grow in the years to
come. For example, the
U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics estimates that
employment of registered
nurses will grow by 6
percent between 2022 and
2032. That growth rate ex-
ceedstheaverage expected
rate for all occupations.
Whether individuals want
to become a nurse or gain
a greater understanding of
the many ways nurses con-
tribute each day, this run-
down of the various types
of nurses can shed light on
these unsung heroes of the
medical community.

* Pediatric nurse: Pedi-
atric nurses make a strong
impression because they
are the first nursing profes-
sionals many people recall

interacting with, and those
interactions may last from
early childhood through
adolescence. Pediatric
nurses perform a range
of tasks, including the
administration of medica-
tion; monitoring of vitals
like temperature, pulse
and blood pressure; health
evaluations to identify
symptoms; and even speak
with parents to calm any
nerves or anxieties they
may have. Pediatric nurses
typically work in doctor’s
offices or hospital settings.

* Geriatric nurse: Geri-
atric nurses figure to be in
especially high demand
in the coming years, as
an analysis from the Bi-
partisan Policy Center
indicates more than four
million individuals in the
United States will turn
65 in 2024. AARP has
characterized that surge
in the over-65 population
as a “silver tsunami,” and
geriatric nurses will play
pivotal roles in ensuring
the aging population gets
the care it needs in the
decades to come.

* Family nurse prac-
titioner: The American
Association of Nurse Prac-
titioners® notes family
nurse practitioners (FNPs)
provide a wide range
of family-focused health
care services to patients
of all ages. FNPs perform
physical exams; order or

perform diagnostic tests;
prescribe medications;
develop treatment plans;
and treat acute and chronic
illnesses. Ifthat sounds like
aroleplayed by physicians,
it’s not far off, making this
among the most challeng-
ing jobs within the nursing
profession.

* Emergency room
nurse: Individuals who
think a fast-paced work
environment is for them
may want to consider a
career as an emergency
roomnurse. ER nurses treat

Long shifts are another example of
nurses’ commitment to quality care

EW likely for-
get scenes that
emerged during

the early days of the
COVID-19pandemic when
nurses working in hospitals
overwhelmed with sick and
dying patients were ap-
plauded by local residents.
Such public expressions
of appreciation were a
testament to the sacrifices
and risks nurses accepted
as COVID claimed more
and more lives.

Inthose early days ofthe
pandemic, nurses worked
especially long hours, and
even though the pandemic
is over, nurses continue to
work considerably longer
workdays than the average
profession. The American
Nurses Association notes
that 12-hour shifts are the
standard for many nurses
working in hospital set-
tings.

The lengthy, often ex-
hausting shifts worked by
nurses are another example
of their devotion to their

patients, as the ANA notes
one of the reasons nursing
shifts are so long is to
ensure better continuity of
care for patients. With just
two shift changes per day,
hospitals reduce patient
handoffs, and the ANA
notes that decreases the
risk formiscommunication
or misunderstandings that
could compromise patient
care and health.

Though 12-hour shifts
are the norm for nurses
working in hospitals, the
ANAnotes that such sched-
ules can have drawbacks,
and those can adversely
affect nurses. Fatigue from
12-hour shifts, which can
and often do last longer
than 12 hours thanks to
paperwork and additional
tasks nurses maynotbe able
to get to during ordinary
working hours, can lead to
burnout.

In addition, nurses typ-
ically have limited down-
time on workdays, which
means they have few hours

Thank You, Nurses

Training the next generation

of health care heroes.
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Call us anytime!

We're here to help.

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

to spend with family and
friends on days when they
work. And nurses working
12-hourshiftsmay find they
spend a significant portion
oftheirtime offrecuperating
fromtheirlongshifts, which
can adversely affect their
overall quality of life.
Twelve-hour shifts are
another example of the
selfless commitmentexhib-
ited by nurses working in
hospital settings.

May 12, 2025
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Community Hospital

No Place Like It

patients of all ages from
all walks of life. No two
emergency room patients
are the same, so ER nurses

Nurse’s

The Care
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Congel Gheasures

willrarely, ifever, have the
same day on the job more
thanonce. Accurate assess-
ment skills are vital for ER

nurses, who also must be
skilled communicators, as
emergency room patients
are often in distress.
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Thank you to
all the local
nurses!
Your hard
work does not
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LOCAL NEWS

OREGON - Awards
were presented for the
Focus on Photography Art
Exhibition at the Coliseum
Museum on Friday evening
April 11 by Judge Rich
Ankeney from Galesburg.
Thereceptionalsoincluded
music by Jeffrey Little.

Best of Show to Stepho-

nie A Schmitz of Dubuque,
[Afor“Fire Sky”; FirstPlace
to SamTucibat, Baileyville,
for “Ascension’’; Second to
Jane Erlandson, Gilberts for
“Weathered Blush”; Third
to Peter Toth, Sterling for
“Navajo Mysteries #17’;
and Honorable Mentions
to Rick Brant of Oregon for

“Hyde’s Mill” and Jeanne
Garrett, Arlington Heights
for “Bandaged Earth”.
Visitors to the Coliseum
Museum can also vote for
their favorite art piece with
the People’s Choice winner
announcedatthecloseofthe
exhibit on May 17.
Participating artists in-

cludeRick Brant, Bob Chol-
ke, Raymond Cox, Rick
Davis, Brooke Engberg,
Jane Erlandson, Jeanne
Garrett, Lynn Garrison, Rob
Gieraltowski, Stephen Hart,
Kat Heitzman, Matthew
Klein, Linnea Koch, Amy
May Laskye, Bob Logsdon,
JoannMurdock, Gary Pear-

son, Paul Pinzarrone, Robin
Poole, Joe Popp, Stephonie
Schmitz, Beth Simeone,
Steve Toole, Peter Toth,
Sam Tucibat, and Joseph
Virbickis. The Coliseum
Museum in Oregon is
pleased to announce the
opening of the Focus on
Photography Art Exhibit

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Best of Show was presented to Stephonie A. Schmitz of Dubuque, lowa for “Fire Sky". Awards were presented for the Focus on Photography Art Exhibition at the
Coliseum Museum on Friday evening April 11 by Judge Rich Ankeney from Galesburg. The reception also included music by Jeffrey Little.

Awards presented at Focus on Photography Art Exhibit Reception at Coliseum Museum

featuring 26 artists with
a total of 52 works of art
on display from April 4 -
May 17.

Focus on Photography
is an exhibit for photog-
raphers only working in
all forms including digital,
film, mixed and unique
processes.
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Guest speakers bring special treat to Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club
On April 14, the Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club had their monthly meeting. Bernie and Joe Gleiter were special speakers that came to the meeting. Joe Gleiter
discussed the importance of cleanliness when working in the kitchen by keeping hands, surfaces and utensils clean. He explained how fast bacteria can grow on
surfaces and some of the health issues bacteria can cause. Bernie Gleiter taught the 4-H group how to make salsa and guacamole. Each person was able to make
their own salsa or pico de gallo. Each 4-Her sampled their salsa along with the guacamole on chips. Everyone had a lot of fun, enjoyed their snacks and learned
new information. The Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club meets the second Monday of each month. For more information, please contact Nickie Lingbeck at (815)
275-2492. Finn Slattery is pictured making salsa with the help of Bernie Gleiter. The group photo is of David Bagwell, Kaden Lingbeck, Finn Slattery, Bernie Gleiter,

Hazel Friday, Joe Gleiter and Kolton Motszko. (Courtesy photos)
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Pick the one or two colorss
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USDA Choice

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
FILET

8 oz

10.99..

Includes: Floral Spray, Cap, and
Diploma Choice of White,
Chocolate, or Marble Full Sheet
Serves up to 80

Dannen Light + Fit,
Oikos, Yocrunch
or Too Good
GREEK
YOGURT
Select Varieties
4.5-7 oz

Daily’'s

SLICED STACK

PACK BACON
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Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including: 101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815.734.6868 | OPEN 6:30A TO 8P 7 DAYS A WEEK

Y Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores.
f Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
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CALL YOUR STORE TO ORDER. B8
NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE.

Fillings, Photos, and Custom Work Available for
Extra Charge.Graduation specials effective

thru June 30, 2025.

5. % VELVET
¥ VIOLET

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.



