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CLINTON — Former Clinton 
mayoral candidate Robert 
Kreitler visited the city council 
during its April 15 meeting 
to lodge a complaint about its 
ordinance enforcement.  Last 
week it was the county’s turn.

Krietler addressed county 
board members April 24 as 
the board prepared to consider 
increases in fees charged by the 
sheriff’s offi ce.  Sheriff Mike 
Walker proposed the increases 
during the April 17 public safety 
committee meeting.

Walker proposed an increase to 
the fee charged for serving court 
papers from $60 to $85.

                        See FEES / A2

Walker’s response follows
questions from resident

Cost for video display board
and sound $340K

URBANA, Ill. — Recent dust storms 
in Illinois have raised the question of 
the cause of these events. In the past few 
years, these dust events have caused fatal 
accidents among traveling motorists. 

Another public concern is the drop in air 
quality during these storms.

Some of the emerging questions 
concerning dust storms include:

                                  See DUST / A14

Dust storms in Illinois: Examining the roles 
of weather and farming practices

Courtesy of Woods Photography Studio / Mark Woods

CHS prom court 2025
The Clinton High School prom court posed for a photo during prom last Saturday.  Left to right: Riley Adams, Luz Hernandez, C.J. Nichol-
ls, Amerie Hemphill, Ella Steward, Tyler Bales, Alania Helfand, Talan Thrasher, Carley Earle and Colton Walker.

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Along with 
other upgrades that have been 
in progress at the high school 
football and track complex, it 
also will receive a new video 
display scoreboard, thanks to a 
recent vote by the school board.

During the board’s April 22 
regular meeting, athletic director 
Matt Koeppel laid out the choices 
he and high school principal 
Jerry Wayne researched.

              See SCHOOLS / A2

Sonya Dymova
Medill Illinois News Bureau 
/ Capital News Illinois

McHENRY — John 
Gerend, a Vietnam War 
veteran from Lake Villa, 
Illinois, was exposed to 
Agent Orange while on 
duty. Suffering from 
diseases associated with 
exposure to the toxic 
chemical, he said he 
still considers himself 
fortunate.

“I’ve had some issues 
with it — diabetes, 
some heart issues and 
so on — but there are 

many more that have 
suffered a lot more than 
I have and need the 
care a lot more than I 
do,” said Gerend, 77. 
“It’s very upsetting to 
think that the people 
who have served their 
country and have lost 
limbs or mental health 
might now lose the 
benefi ts, all the support, 
both for mental health 
and physical health, 
and the doctors and 
medications available.”

        See CUTS / A7

Illinois vets protest expected 
Trump administration cuts

2025-05-02.indd   12025-05-02.indd   1 4/29/25   4:40 PM4/29/25   4:40 PM



PAGE 2 / SEC A • CLINTON JOURNAL FRIDAY, MAY 2, 2025

NEWS

Clinton Journal (114N118-600)

Published each Friday by Central 
Illinois Newspapers. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Clinton Jour-
nal, P.O. Box 615, Clinton, IL 61727. 
Subscription rates are $79 per year 
by mail in DeWitt County; outside this 
county, rates are $99 per year.

There is a $6 service charge for 
temporary change of address.  

General Manager, Ad and Classified 
Sales, Legal Notices
Katy O’Grady-Pyne
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

Editor, News, Composing
Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

Tel. (217) 935-3171

Courtesy of DeWitt Clinton DAR

State Regent visits DeWitt Clinton Chapter DAR
Illinois State DAR Regent, Christina Bannon visited members of the DeWitt Clinton Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution during its April 19 meeting.  The meeting was held at the Living Well United Senior Center, in 
LeRoy, where Bannon brought the program sharing components and traits of leadership.  Pictured, left to right, Chris-
tina Bannon, Edith Brady-Lunny, DeWitt Clinton Chapter Regent, and Camille Redman, DeWitt Clinton Vice Regent.

Kreitler said he 
researched similar fees 
charged by surrounding 
counties and also counties 
as far away as 50 miles.  
He mentioned some of 
the counties that were 
within about 1,000 people 
of being similar in size to 
DeWitt County.

Of the 30 counties 
Krietler said he surveyed, 
only one charged as much 
as is being proposed by 
DeWitt County with one 
other charging more than 
$80.

“I don’t understand why 
DeWitt County needs to 
be needs to be as high as 
a county that is up around 
the Chicago area,” Kreitler 
said.

He said he understood 
needing to charge for 
mileage and fuel costs.

“But, to have a flat fee 
going up to $85 …I can’t 
see why we have to be that 
much higher than every 
county around us,” Kreitler 
said.

He said the serving 
increase would put DeWitt 
County about $20 higher 
than McLean County.

Krietler suggested the 
county was using the 
increase as a way to make 
money.

“I think it’s kind of 
morally wrong that the 
county is looking to make 
an extra $10,000 a year off 
of people who are already 
seeking a remedy in court,” 
he said.

Krietler said the increase 
added to the already 
common cost of several 
hundred dollars to file a 
case with the county.

Walker responded the 
county was not permitted 
to arbitrarily increase fees.

“We have to have a cost 
study done,” Walker said.

He said since the county 
already was conducting a 
cost study of the animal 

shelter, the decision 
was made to also do the 
sheriff’s office.

“In 1989, when I started, 
the service fees were $20,” 
Walker said.

Walker said the fee 
remained $20 until after a 
cost study in 2012 or 2013, 
when the fee was increased 
to $60.

“It’s been almost 13, 14 
years, so, obviously, wages 
have increased since then, 
gas prices, insurance 
prices,” Walker said.

He said the firm conducted 
the cost study “looked 
at everything within our 
office to determine what 
the actual cost is.”

“So, it’s not the county 
board is trying to increase 
this to generate a revenue 
stream, it’s just to recover 
the costs it costs for 
deputies to go out and serve 
these papers,” Walker said.

Walker pointed out 
DeWitt County did not 
increase fees for 25-
30 years.  He estimated 
surrounding counties 
whose fees were lower 
than DeWitt probably 
had not initiated the cost 
studies necessary to justify 
fee increases.

“We’ve always been 
progressive enough to see 
when things are costing us 
more and to go out to try 
to recover those costs,” 
Walker said.  “So, I think 
it’s the appropriate thing to 
do.”

Walker also pointed 
out some of the costs 
associated with filing a suit 
are recoverable if plaintiffs 
win a judgement.

The board voted to 
increase the serving fee 
from $60 to $85, the 
certified mail process 
service from $45 to $60, 
the fingerprinting fee from 
$20-$25, and the eviction 
stand-by from $25 to $65.

Fees / from A1

Two companies were in 
the running to provide the 
new scoreboard.  A third 
company also submitted a 
bid, but Koeppel said the 
firm’s bid was so much 
higher than the others, “we 
kind of nixed that one from 
consideration.”

OES Scoreboards the 
first Koeppel covered.  He 
worked with the Chicago 
office of the Ontario, 
Canada-based company.

“Jerry and I drove up 
there and took a look of 
some of their products,” 
Koeppel said.  

He said they were shown 
how the board operated.

“The usability really 
stood out to us,” Koeppel 
said.  “It seemed very 
easy.”

He said the “learning 
curve” will be primarily 
operating the video portion 
of the board, including 
running sponsored ads.  

“That’s something 
that’s programmed on the 
computer that is separate,” 
Koeppel said.  

The scoreboard part of 

the system will be operated 
by a separate, conventional 
controller.

The two boards from 
the companies under 
consideration were pretty 
evenly matched, Koeppel 
said.  Both companies 
were given the same 
dimensions to work with, 
approximately 16 feet by 
30 feet, with the same 
features requested, video 
board above with the 
scoreboard below.

“The both come with play 
clocks,” Koeppel said.  

The OES board had better 
video display resolution, 
so spectators farther away 
than 800 feet would not 
detect any pixilation.

The other company, 
Nevco, also operates in the 
U.S. and Canada.

Any device that can play 
through an HDMI cable 
will connect to the video 
screen.

“So, if you wanted to 
have a movie night, you 
could,” Koeppel said.

The OES board was 
about $22,000 more than 

the Nevco, but Koeppel 
pointed out the OES screen 
was higher resolution and 
featured illumination in 
areas where the Nevco had 
none, such as the sponsor 
ads across the bottom of 
the scoreboard.

OES also covers any 
repairs for the first five 
years.

The Nevco sound system 
is incorporated into the 
board.  The OES sound 
system is separate which 
makes it possible to direct 
sound to desired areas.

Superintendent Drew 
Goebel said it was 
important to “address the 
elephant in the room,” the 
$340,000 cost.

The OES score board 
would be about $300,000 
plus about $40,000 for the 
sound system.

“I’ve talked to Jerry, and 
I’ve talked to Matt about 
this,” Goebel said. 

He said the money for 
the board would come out 
of district’s operations and 
maintenance fund.  

“Over the past few years, 

the district has been able to 
do a lot of maintenance and 
upgrades and get things 
fixed,” Goebel said.  “So, 
we’ve been able to stay 
within budget but fix so 
much stuff.”

He said, as the equalized 
assessed valuation (EAV) 
goes up, the district 
receives more revenue, 
but since many repairs and 
upgrades already have been 
done, it puts the district in a 
good financial position.

Goebel said some 
expenditures for the 
athletic department also 
would be cut to help cover 
the cost of the scoreboard.

“The budgets …will 
decrease, and we’ll be able 
to cover that,” Goebel said.  
“We’ll pay it off in one 
year with no problem.”

The board approved the 
bid from OES.

The new scoreboard 
would by no means be the 
most expensive in the area.  
Koeppel said Williamsville 
High School spent an 
estimated $500,000 on a 
new scoreboard.

Schools / from A1
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BLOOMINGTON — 

Judith Evelyn (Welches) 
Pratt, 86, of Bloomington, 
died at 3:40 p.m. on April 
24, 2025, at Martin Health 
Center after a sudden 
illness.

Judy was born on August 
19, 1938, in Merrillville, 
Ind. to Charles William and 
Mary Margaret (Stewart) 
Welches. She married 
Donald Everett Pratt on 
June 8, 1963, in Gary, Ind. 
He preceded her in death 
on July 3, 2020. She was 
also preceded in death by 
her parents and two sisters.

She is survived by her 
children, Julie (Ward) 
Workman, of Normal, 
her son Donald Eric Pratt 
(Dr. Stacey Barrenger), of 
Akron, Ohio and JoAnn 
(Joe) Martin of Wylie, 
Texas. Also surviving 
are fi ve grandchildren: 
Will (Courtney) Moore 
of El Paso, Elizabeth M. 
(Grayson Chamberlain) 
Workman, of Salisbury, 
Md, Connor T. (Josie Bell) 
Workman, Jessica and 
Joshua Martin and two 
great-grandchildren, Aiden 
and Wyatt Moore.

Judy graduated from 
Merrillville High School in 
1956 and went on to study 
at Spring Arbor College 
and Greenville College. 
She earned her Master’s 
Degree in Elementary 
Education at Southern 
Illinois University-
Edwardsville in 1965.

Judy had a passion for 
teaching. From her third-
grade students to adult 
learners, GED and ESL 
students and the prison 
education program, she 
improved thousands of 
lives over the course of her 
career.

After Don entered the 
ministry in 1974, Judy 
continued to serve every 
community in which they 
lived. She was the very 
model of a pastor’s wife, 
supporting every church in 
every way, from teaching 
Sunday School and 
running Vacation Bible 
School every summer to 
serving as youth counselor 
at church camp to helping 
with everything from 
weddings and baptisms to 
organizing dinners. Judy 
was a servant leader in the 
truest sense of the word. 

Meanwhile, she 
continued to pursue her 
own interests, including 
hosting foreign exchange 
students from Denmark, 
Germany and Uruguay. 

That experience led to a 
job working for Youth for 
Understanding for several 
years, during which she 
placed dozens of exchange 
students in communities 
across central Illinois.

While she enjoyed all of 
those pursuits, Judy found 
her greatest joy in spending 
time with her family. She 
made every birthday and 
holiday into an occasion 
to be remembered, 
and somehow took the 
celebrations up a level 
when the grandchildren 
came along.

Judy’s Christian faith was 
the foundation upon which 
she built her life and the 
driving force behind every 
decision. She was a strong 
and independent woman, 
the fi rst in her family to 
go to college, the ultimate 
servant leader and the most 
loving and caring mom 
and grandma. We will 
remember her with love 
and admiration and will 
miss her every day until we 
meet again.

Judy’s visitation will be 
held at Calvary United 
Methodist Church, 1700 
N. Towanda Avenue, in 
Normal, from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Wednesday, April 
30, with a funeral service 
immediately following 
at the church. The Rev. 
Vince Rohn will offi ciate. 
Cremation rites have been 
accorded, and a private 
interment service will 
be held later at Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Palmyra, Ill.

Cards and notes of 
remembrance can be 
mailed to the Pratt Family 
at 1902 Widermere Drive, 
Normal, IL 61761. If you 
wish to make a memorial 
contribution, please visit 
springarbor.edu and click 
on the “Give to SAU” 
button. Designate your 
donation as a Tribute 
Gift in Memory of Judy 
Welches Pratt, Class of 
1958.

Calvert and Metzler 
Funeral Home, 
Bloomington, is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. 

Judith Evelyn (Welches) Pratt
WAPELLA — Robert D. 

Doenitz, 90, of Wapella, 
passed away at 1:42 p.m. on 
March 23, 2025, at Luther 
Oaks, Bloomington.

Services will be 
conducted on Saturday, 
May 3, 2025 at 10 a.m.  
at the Clinton United 
Methodist Church with 
Pastor Darrell Howard 
offi ciating. Burial will 
follow at Sugar Grove 
Cemetery, Wapella. 
Visitation will be held at 
the church from 9-10 a.m.. 
Calvert Funeral Home, 
Clinton, is in charge of 
arrangements.

Memorials may be 
directed to Clinton United 
Methodist Church, The 
DeWitt County Museum, 
or Gentiva Hospice.

Bob was born on 
December 11, 1934, in 
Bloomington, the son of 
Charles and Catherine 
(Clay) Doenitz.  He 
married Sharon Garber 
on November 18, 1956 in 
Jerseyville, Ill. She passed 
away on September 27, 
2023.

Survivors include his 
children, Amanda Doenitz, 
Los Angeles, Calif., and 
Todd (Ellen) Doenitz, 
Plymouth, Mich.; fi ve 
grandchildren, Halle 
(Jackie) Doenitz, Amy 
(Ryan) Lilly, Major 
Andrew (Breanna) 
Doenitz, Courtney (Mario) 
Macari, and Charles 
Doenitz; and fi ve great-
grandchildren.

 He was preceded in death 
by his wife, parents and one 
sister, Mary Messamore.

Bob started his 
professional career as an 
accountant for Ralston-
Purina, moving his family 

across the country to states 
including Iowa, Minnesota, 
Pennsylvania, and North 
Carolina, before returning 
home to Bloomington. 

He eventually 
transitioned to farming in 
Wapella and served as a 
Northrup-King seed dealer 
for many years. He was a 
strong supporter of The 
DeWitt County Museum, 
Apple & Pork Festival, and 
many local businesses. His 
hobbies included fi xing 
antique clocks, working 
on his land, and traveling 
with his wife and friends to 
antique auctions. 

 Bob was known for his 
quick wit and outgoing 
personality. In his spare 
time, he enjoyed visiting 
his neighbors, friends and 
fellow farmers, whenever 
he had the chance. Bob 
also loved spending time 
with his grandkids, sharing 
his passions with them. 

He was dedicated to his 
bride of 67 years, Sharry, 
accompanying her to 
quilt shows, festivals and 
anywhere else she wished 
to go. Above all, his faith 
in God guided him his 
entire life, as evident by 
the legacy he left. 

 Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Robert D. Doenitz
CLINTON — Abner 

“Ab” J. Griffi n, 86, of 
Clinton, passed away at 
4:45 a.m. on April 22, 2025, 
at his son’s residence,  in 
Clinton. 

Services were conducted 
at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 26, 2025, at Kenney 
Christian Church, Kenney, 
with Ernie Harvey, Jr. 
offi ciating. Visitation was 
be held from 3-4 p.m. on 
Saturday at the church. 
Calvert Funeral Home, 
Clinton, is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Memorials may be 
directed to the Kenney 
Christian Church. 

Ab was born on 
December 1, 1938, in 
Clinton, the son of Charles 
and Ruth (Rowe) Griffi n. 
He married Brenda Kay 
Alverson on March 9, 
1963, in Clinton. She 
passed away on January 5, 
2014. 

Survivors include his 
son, Brian (Tisha) Griffi n, 
Clinton; two grandchildren: 
Zachary (Cynda) Griffi n, 

Clinton, and Kayley 
(Kris) Garrison, Clinton; 
three great-grandchildren: 
Olivia, Hunter, and 
Jackson; two siblings, Bob 
(Kelly) Griffi n, Decatur, 
and Dick (Sandy) Griffi n, 
Red Bud, Ill. 

Ab was preceded in death 
by his parents. 

Ab worked at Revere 
Copper & Brass, in Clinton, 
from 1966 until the closing 
of the plant in 1999. He 
was an Avid Chicago Cubs 
fan who enjoyed spending 
time with his family. 

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com 

Abner ‘Ab’ J. Griffi n
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Several years ago a big 
university decided that we 
should no longer be called 
seniors or elderly. Instead, 
we should be called “a 
person over 65” or maybe 
“older adult.” 

They went so far as 
to direct students at the 
university to follow 
“various guidelines” to 
ensure that ... well, what? 
That we’re not offended by 
being called seniors? That 
they’re not inviting bias by 
calling us elderly?

What hooey. 
The problem is that those 

guidelines don’t all agree. 
While one says to avoid 

the label “elderly,” another 
says it is “permitted in 
headlines due to space 
constraints.” In other 
words, it’s OK to use the 
offending word when it’s 
more convenient?

Again, what hooey.
Scrolling around 

the internet I see that 
universities, institutes, 
corporations and others 
are all copying off each 
other’s paper and deciding 
that certain words ought to 
be banned when it comes 
to age. Instead of saying 
“a group of seniors,” they 
want writers to insert a 
specifi c number, such as 

“persons 65 years and 
older.”

Many of the style guides 
seem to be fi xated on age 
65, yet others suggest 
leaving the actual number 
out altogether if possible. 
It’s safer that way.

I don’t care if someone 
wants to call me a senior 
as long as they’re willing 
to help me by reaching for 
the item on the high shelf 
at the grocery store. I do 
care that nobody at the 

dealership tries to sell me 
an unnecessary service for 
my car just because I’m an 
older female. I do care that 
the guy at the cellphone 
store doesn’t doubt me 
when I say that my phone 
battery is defective. I 
do care that my Social 
Security check is deposited 
on time. 

The Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, bless their 
hearts, lists several 
defi nitions for “senior.” 
I like the second one: a 
person with higher standing 
or rank.

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

What shall they call us?
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The Clinton Journal accepts 
responsibly written letters covering 

topics of interest to our readers.  Letters 
must be the original works of their 
senders.

The Journal does not publish 
anonymous letters.  Letters submitted for 
publication must include the name of the 
author, address and telephone number.  
Addresses and telephone numbers will 
not be published.

The editor and manager reserve the right 
to edit letters for length and/or content 
and to publish letters using any Journal 
platform, i.e. print newspaper, Web site or 
other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that 
letters published are the opinions of their 
authors, are not news reports and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of this 
newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information 

used in letters but will remove any 
passages it considers potentially libelous.

Election letters:  The Journal will accept   
letters from private citizens endorsing 
candidates or ballot measures.  

Candidates must purchase political 
advertising.

Clinton Journal letter policy

1954 - Stan Musial of the 
St. Louis Cardinals set a 
new major league record 
when he hit 5 home runs 
against the New York 
Giants. 

1960 - Caryl Chessman 
was executed. He was 
a convicted sex offender 
and had become a best 
selling author while on 
death row. 

1965 - The “Early Bird” 
satellite was used to 
transmit television pictures 
across the Atlantic. 

1969 - The ocean liner 
Queen Elizabeth 2 (QE2) 
made its maiden voyage. 

1970 - Student anti-war 
protesters at Ohio’s Kent 
State University burn 
down the campus ROTC 
building. The National 
Guard took control of the 
campus. 

1970 - Jockey Diane 
Crump became the first 
woman to ride in the Ken-
tuck Derby. She finished 
15th aboard Fathom. 

1972 - In Kellogg, ID, a 
fire at the Sunshine silver 
mine, 91 workers died 
from carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

1974 - Former U.S. Vice 
President Spiro T. Agnew 
was disbarred by the 
Maryland Court of Ap-
peals. 

1974 - The filming of 
“Jaws” began in Martha’s 
Vineyard, MA. 

1982 - The British subma-
rine HMS Conqueror sank 
Argentina’s only cruiser, 
the General Belgrano 
during the Falkland Is-
lands War. More than 350 
people died. 

1993 - At Washington’s 
National Gallery of Art, 
an exhibit of 80 paintings 
from the collection of Dr. 
Albert C. Barnes opened. 

1993 - Authorities said that 
they had recovered the 
remains of David Koresh 
from the Branch Davidian 
compound near Waco, TX. 

1994 - Nelson Mandela 
claimed victory after South 
Africa’s first democratic 
elections. 

1997 - Tony Blair, at age 
43, became Britain’s 
youngest prime minister in 
185 years. 

1999 - In Panama, Mireya 
Moscoso de Grubar, of 
the Armulfista Party, was 
elected president. 

2002 - It was reported that 
Phyllis Diller had retired 
from touring.

Editor’s Note:  Due to a computer issue, Richard Koritz was unable to submit a column this week.  
We look forward to him returning next week.

It takes an especially 
devious mind to come 
up with some of this 
stuff. We have to wonder 
what staff at the Veterans 
Affairs Office of Inspector 
General (VAOIG) think 
when they’re investigating 
certain crimes. They 
probably aren’t smiling.

For example, this one: A 
veteran managed to grab 
130 free airline flights while 
pretending he was on active 
duty and being sent on 
military assignments. The 
guy was an airline baggage 
handler, but only for one 

week. Then he showed his 
airline employer a fistful 
of fake military documents 
that said he needed eight 
months off for deployment. 

During that time he 
jetted around the globe 
using the free flights 
benefit of employees, 
hitting all the hot-spot 
tourist destinations, from 
the Caribbean, to South 

America, to Europe and 
all points in between 
-- and documented the 
trips online. At the end of 
that period, he gave the 
airline more fake military 
documents and managed to 
extend the whole scam for 
another two years.

Meanwhile, while still 
employed by the airline 
and pretending he was 
entitled to free unlimited 
flights, he snagged a job as 
a federal air marshal.

Also, meanwhile, he 
took a job at a sporting 
goods retailer and pulled 

the same “I have to go do 
my military service” scam, 
likely so he could get the 
store discount.

It didn’t help that the fake 
military orders he created 
were allegedly signed by 
someone who didn’t exist.

The scammer’s undoing 
began in part because he 
wanted to take his federal 
air marshal weapon with 
him on the plane and 
there was confusion about 
why an airline employee 
baggage handler, which he 
still claimed to be, would 
be carrying an air marshal 

weapon while on personal 
travel and while he was 
supposedly still in the 
military.

Once investigators 
started digging into it, they 
unearthed a jaw-dropping 
130 flights the scammer 
had taken.

I hope he enjoyed his 
vacations in the sun, 
because he could be 
looking at 20 years in the 
slammer.

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Fake deployments and free plane rides
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ELECTED OFFICIALS

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Clinton Police 
Department

Citations

04/21/25 Amber Bell 31, 
Clinton was issued a citation 
for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and 
operating a vehicle without 
insurance. Bell was issued a 
notice to appear.

04/21 Edgar Bonilla 63, 
Clinton was issued a citation 
for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. 

04/23/25 Jacob 
Baumgartner 36, Clinton 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle without 
insurance. Baumgartner was 
issued a notice to appear. 

04/24/25 Isabella Reid 25, 
Maroa was issued a citation 
for speed. Reid was issued a 
notice to appear. 

04/25/25 Ethan Clark 18, 
Clinton was issued a citation 
for operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Clark was issued a 
notice to appear.

04/25/25 Chloe Mckee 22, 
Desoto was issued a citation 
for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration.

04/25/25 CatherineTyrrell 
58, Downers Grove was 
issued a citation for speed.

04/25/25 Ethan Clark 
18, Clinton was issued a 
citation for speed.

04/26/25 Jarrod 
Hedenberg 35, Lincoln was 
issued a citation for driver’s 
license expired for more 
than one year. Hedenberg 
was issued a notice to 
appear.

04/26/25 Raven Wood 
25, Decatur was issued 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Wood was 
issued a notice to appear. 

04/27/25 Heather Russell 
33, Kenney was issued 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Russell was 

issued a notice to appear.
04/27/25 Andrew Rempe 

34, Clinton was issued a 
citation for no valid driver’s 
license. Rempe was issued a 
notice to appear.

Arrests:

04/23/25 Ashley Brown 
36, Rockford was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. 
Brown was transported to 
the Dewitt County Jail and 
released to corrections.

04/25/25 Billy 
Reynolds 58, Clinton 
was charged with driving 
while license revoked, 
operation of an uninsured 
vehicle, possession 
of methamphetamine 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Reynolds 
was transported to the 
Dewitt County Jail and 
released to corrections

04/25/25 Yeison Chacon-
Padron was arrested on a 
McHenry County warrant. 
Chacon-Padron was 
transported to the Dewitt 
County Jail and released to 
corrections. 

04/27/25 Kassi Wherry 
29, Bloomington was 
charged with driving under 
the infl uence of alcohol. 
Wherry was transported to 
the Dewitt County Jail and 
released to corrections.

DeWitt County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce

April 11-25

Allison Montgomery, 
31, Clinton, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (80 
mph in a 65 mph zone).  
Montgomery was released 
with no Required Court 
Appearance.

Edwin Hawkes, 71, 
Champaign, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (77 

mph in a 55 mph zone).  
Hawkes was released 
with no Required Court 
Appearance.

Ashlynn Glick, 28, 
Lincoln, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding 
(75 mph in a 55 mph 
zone).  Glick was released 
with no Required Court 
Appearance.

Dakota Moyer, 23, 
Clinton, was arrested on 
a DeWitt County Warrant 
charging him with Resist/
PC Off/Corr Emp/FRFTR/
FTA. 

Carteiz Fowler, Jr., 26, 
Jacksonville, was arrested 
and charged with Use or 
Possession of Account 
Number or Code with Intent 
to Defraud.  

Staci Hieronymus, 43, 
Atlanta, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (74 
mph in a 55 mph zone). 
Hieronymus was released 
with no Required Court 
Appearance.

Norman Eborg, 82, 
Bloomington, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (71 
mph in a 45 mph zone).  
Eborg was given a Notice 
to Appear and was released 
with a Required Court 
Appearance.

Steven McCaw, 69, 
Havana, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (80 
mph in a 55 mph zone).  
McCaw was released 
with no Required Court 
Appearance.

Byron Cole, 46, 
Springfi eld, was arrested on 
a DeWitt County Warrant 
Charging him with Driving 
on Revoked License.

Byron Smith, 41, Decatur, 
was arrested on a DeWitt 
County Warrant charging 
him with Retail Theft/Disp 
Merch/<$300.

All suspects are presumed 
innocent until found guilty 
in a court of law.

When I studied the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and Scriptures, 
I had my favorite passage.  
When I studied Egyptology, 
I had my favorite dynasty.  
And the list goes on.  

Now, I wish to quote 
one of my favorite 
sections when I studied 
the Constitution at I.S.U.  
Please bear with me.  Every 
sentence of this fantastic 
quote is infl uential and of 
quality from the New York 
Journal, dated November 
29, 1787.  Yes, during the 
time the constitution was 
being framed and debated.

I will warn you; prior to 
the 19th century, they did 
not bother much about 
when to end a paragraph 
and start another.  Their 
sentences can also be run-
ons and fairly long with 
the assistance of many 
commas.

“To the PEOPLE of the 
State of NEW YORK.  
November 29, 1787.

“There can be no free 
government where the 
people are not possessed 
of the power of making 
the laws by which they are 
governed, either in their 
own persons, or by other 
substituted in their stead.

Experience has taught 
mankind, that legislation 
by representatives is the 
most eligible, and the 
only practicable mode in 
which the people of any 
country can exercise this 
right, either prudently or 
benefi cially.  But then, it 
is a matter of the highest 
importance, in forming this 
representation, that it be so 
constituted as to be capable 
of understanding the true 
interests of the society 
for which it acts, and so 
disposed as to pursue the 

good and happiness of the 
people as its ultimate end.  
The object of every free 
government is the public 
good, and all lesser interests 
yield to it.  That of every 
tyrannical government, 
is the happiness and 
aggrandizement of one, 
or a few, and to this 
the public felicity, and 
every other interest must 
submit.  – The reason of 
this difference in these 
governments is obvious.  
The fi rst is so constituted 
as to collect the views and 
wishes of the whole people 
in that of their rulers, while 
the latter is so framed as to 
separate the interests of the 
governors from that of the 
governed.  The principle 
of self-love, therefore, 
that will infl uence the one 
to promote the good of 
the whole, will prompt 
the other to follow its 
own private advantage.  
The great art, therefore, 
in forming a good 
constitution, appears to be 
this, so to frame it, as that 
those to whom the power is 
committed shall be subject 
to the same feelings, and 
aim at the same objects as 
the people do, who transfer 
to them their authority.  
There is no possible way to 
effect this but by an equal, 
full and fair representation; 
this therefore, is the great 
desideratum in politics.  
However fair an appearance 
any government may make, 
though it may possess a 

thousand plausible articles 
and be decorated with 
ever so many ornaments, 
yet if it is defi cient in this 
essential principle of a full 
and just representation of 
the people, it will be only 
like a pointed sepulcher – 
for, without this it cannot 
be a free government; let 
the administration of it be 
good or ill, it still will be a 
government, not according 
to the will of the people, 
but according to the will 
of a few.”  - The Debate on 
the Constitution, part one, 
by The Library of America, 
Bernard Bailyn editor.  
Pages 423 & 424.

These are powerful 
words echoing over two 
plus centuries.  These 
provoking thoughts outline 
the essential direction for 
our representatives to fairly 
establish and protect a free 
and fair government of, for 
and by the people.  

To do any less is a 
violation of this sacred trust 
as well as those that gave 
their energies, expertise 
and even their lives to 
protect and preserve it for 
generations to come.  

Therefore, that violation 
is against everything for 
which these United States 
stands.  No intimidation, 
lies, false promises or 
anything else an aspiring 
dictator applies should 
deviate, by one iota, any 
public servant from their 
binding oath to do their 
sacred duty.  

A dictator is only as 
powerful as we allow.  That 
is the view of this author.  
Let your views be heard 
by your Congressional 
representatives.

Debate on the Constitution 

www.theclintonjournal.com

2025-05-02.indd   52025-05-02.indd   5 4/29/25   4:41 PM4/29/25   4:41 PM



PAGE 6 / SEC A � CLINTON JOURNAL FRIDAY, MAY 2, 2025

CHURCHES

Area Churches Directory
Crosspoint 
of Clinton

412 S. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
Sr. Pastor, Spencer McPheron
3 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Mondays family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry Street, Clinton
Offi ce (217) 935-5808
Preschool offi ce (217) 935-
4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
Preschool Tues., Wed. and 
Thurs. morning and afternoon 
sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, Gospel 
preacher
AudioEvangelism.com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morning Bible 
study
10 a.m.-Sunday morning wor-
ship
1 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday evening 
Bible study

Clinton 
Presbyterian Church

402 N. Center Street
Offi ce hours: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship 
with nursery available
Senior high youth group meets 
twice a month.

PC - A Place to Belong - 
Believe – Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869

clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School Chil-
dren & Adult
5 p.m. Saturday Evening Wor-
ship in chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday JC Stars 
After School Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G Sr & Jr 
High Youth
6 p.m. Extended Table 2nd and 
4th Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednesday Back-
pack Ministry

First Baptist Church
220 Illini Drive, Clinton
(217) 935-2032
fi rstbaptistchurch3@frontier.
com
Jonathan Roberson, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship
5 p.m.-Sunday evening worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
prayer meeting

First Christian Church
100 N. Jackson Street, Clinton 
(W. Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 10:45 a.m.
Worship Services: 9:30 a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 3-yr -olds 
- 5th grade is available at 9:30 
a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at each 
morning service.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann Drive, 
Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday prayer 
around the altar
8:45 a.m.-continental breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school / 
Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
service

Kenney Christian Church
213 W. Benjamin Street, Ken-
ney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, minister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study

10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship

Lane Christian Church
(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth group
“We’re ordinary people help-
ing each other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Fr. Thomas R. Szydlik, pastor
8;30 a.m. - Wed. & Fri. morn-
ings Mass 
4 p.m.-Saturday Mass

Texas Christian Church
8301 Texas Church Road, 
Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristianchurch.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-Sunday worship
6 p.m.-Sunday evening worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday prayer 
meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Obadiah (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. Which Babylon king went insane living in the fi elds 
eating grass? Nebuchadnezzar, Solomon, Daniel, Herod

3. From Genesis 23, what was the fi rst land purchase in 
the Bible? Garden, Hilltop, Cave, River shore

4. Which apostle was foreordained to minister to the 
Gentiles? Thomas, Paul, Andrew, John

5. According to Song of Solomon 1:2, what is love 
better than? Food, Wine, Money, Song

6. Which son of the dying Jacob did he compare to a 
vicious lion? Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber 
site at www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nebuchadnezzar, 3) Cave, 4) 
Paul, 5) Wine, 6) Judah
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5
5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 

5. It can be used as an 
educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

The
Culinary
Corner
Chef 
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

I fear situations will get 
worse.  I do not know about 
you, but I am addicted to 
coke.  Wait a minute.  I am 
talking about Coca-Cola.  
My addiction includes 
Pepsi.  Pepsi, in particular, 
might have difficulties 
here in the United States 
due to tariffs.  Canada is 
angry with us and I do not 
blame them.  As a result, 
Canada might ban essential 
products rather than place 
a tariff on them.  Either 
way, Pepsi might become 
scarce soon.  I will outline 
an alternative.  I am going 
way back for this one.

In my early adventurous 
years, I took up the art of 
making wine and beer.  I 
wanted to see if I could do 
it.  Wine was simple if the 
right kind of yeast was used 
and a selection of good 
grapes.  Beer was trickier.  
The procedure used on beer 
is similar to that used in 
making champagne.  One 
needs to use a hydrometer 
to get the correct alcohol 
level and a pressure 
reading for obtaining 
the correct pressure and 
carbonation saturation.  It 
is also necessary to bottle 
it correctly.

Now, we need to know 
the basics of producing 
carbonated beverages.  As 
a child, I liked watching 
Hellen Chambers create 
the cola drinks at the 
soda counter.  She owned 
Chamber’s drugstore 
eastside of the square.  
Hers were the best.  Put in 
the ice, a short measure of 
syrup, and then shoot in the 
carbonated water.  Give it a 
few stirs and serve.  That is 
how I got hooked on cokes.

To make your own, 
follow the same procedure.  
Carbonated water can be 

bought at the grocery store.  
It is generally used for 
making alcoholic mixed 
drinks.  Therefore, look in 
the alcoholic beverage isle.  
If for some reason they 
do not have it, then make 
your own using the same 
principle for making beer.

As explained in an earlier 
article, sodium bicarbonate 
mixed with an acid 
produces salt, water and 
carbon dioxide.  One will 
need to experiment to get 
the correct proportions of 
both.  I would tell you, but 
I forgot.  The trick is to get 
it to the point when neither 
the acid nor the bicarbonate 
can be tasted; it is neutral.  
Now we are ready.

Put the base and acid 
into a round bottle first.  
Then add your syrup and 
filtered water.  Then cap it 
quickly.  The cap should be 
tight enough to hold in the 
pressure being produced 
by the reaction but loose 
enough to allow the excess 
pressure to escape.  The 
pressure helps to compress 
the gasses sufficiently to 
stay in the water.  As soon 
as the bottle is opened for 
consumption, you should 
be able to see bubbles 
coming to the surface.  
When experimenting, I 
found fruit jars used in 
canning works well.

The ideal amount of 
pressure needed is between 
40 to 55 pounds per square 
inch at room temperature.  
No more and no less.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Effervescence
“I am mad about what’s 

going on. I’m angry,” he 
added.

A retired U.S. Army first 
lieutenant, Gerend was 
among the 200 people 
who gathered outside the 
McHenry Veterans Affairs 
clinic Sunday to protest 
the Trump administration’s 
plans to slash the agency’s 
workforce, sparking fears 
among veterans over the 
prospect of worsening 
care and growing 
unemployment. 

Across Illinois, protests 
have been gaining strength 
since the proposed cuts 
were revealed. They 
range from veterans 
protesting last month at 
the Capitol in Springfield 
to demonstrations by 
nurses and staff at the 
Jesse Brown VA Medical 
Center in Chicago, who 
are concerned about the 
dangers to proper care and 
risk for veterans. 

In an internal memo 
to senior agency leaders 
on March 4, VA chief of 
staff Christopher Syrek 
said the agency’s initial 
goal was “to return to our 
2019-end strength numbers 
of 399,957 employees.” 
VA Secretary Doug 
Collins later confirmed 
the department’s target 
is to fire roughly 80,000 
employees later this 
year, but he insisted the 
agency would strive for 
more efficiency while not 
cutting benefits and care 
to the 9 million veterans 
it serves. According to the 
Pew Research Center, a 
quarter of the workers at 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs are themselves 
veterans.

The move comes after 
the VA expanded during 
the Biden administration, 
fueled by the passing 
of legislation like the 
2022 Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics, 
PACT, Act, expanding 
medical benefits for 
veterans who were exposed 
to toxins from burn pits of 
trash on military bases. 

“I’m getting later in 
my years, so it’s gonna 
affect some younger folks 
possibly more than me, so 
I’m more afraid for them 
than I am for myself,” said 
Gerend, who has used VA 
services for 12 years.

VA workers in distress
The VA attempted to 

lay off at least 2,400 
probationary employees 
in February. According 

to the department,  those 
in “mission-critical” 
positions — including 
Veterans Crisis Line 
responders — were not 
affected. Yet, several crisis 
line staffers received a 
notice, according to union 
leaders. 

Some of the department’s 
Illinois workers were axed, 
too, and U.S. Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth said the 
ensuing “chaos” had left 
the VA less efficient with 
longer wait times and more 
backlogs in service.

“I was almost finished 
with my two-year-long 
probationary period when I 
received an email saying I 
was terminated because of 
my performance effective 
that day, (Feb. 24),” said 
one Illinois-based VA 
employee, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
for fear of retaliation. 
“I had outstanding 
performance reviews, but 
the fact that they labeled 
it as a performance-based 
solution meant that I 
couldn’t get unemployment 
(benefits).”

The employee was 
rehired in March after a 
federal judge ordered the 
Trump administration 
to reinstate the fired 
probationary employees 
at several departments, 
including the VA.

In April, however, the 
Supreme Court halted the 
federal judge’s ruling, 
allowing the federal 
government to keep 
thousands of probationary 
federal employees it 
attempted to fire off 
the payroll while lower 
courts weigh whether the 
downsizing efforts are 
legal.  

“Everybody is nervous 
and on edge,” the employee 
said. “Their jobs are not 
secure. Nobody’s jobs are 
secure.”

With the threat of more 
cuts looming, some Illinois 
facilities have already 
started laying people off, 
causing health care workers 
more distress. 

Heather Fallon, a VA 
nurse in the Chicago area, 
said one of her colleagues 
returned to the facility as 
a patient after learning 
that their job “was being 
eliminated.”

“The person had a 
conversation with family 
over dinner about how 
they are going to pay for 
their daughter’s college,” 
she recalled. “The patient 

ended up developing some 
pain related to the stress, 
coming to the emergency 
department and being 
admitted because of the 
health problems that were 
precipitated by the stress 
that that person was under.”

“That really affected our 
staff quite a lot,” Fallon 
added.

Some fear that the 
upcoming mass layoffs, 
especially in smaller towns 
across rural Illinois, are 
going to negatively impact 
populations at large.

“Danville is a small 
town. It consists of about 
29,000 people, and if we 
lose 400 good-paying 
government jobs, that will 
devastate our economy 
here,” said Mickensy Ellis-
White, a veteran of the 
Iraq War from Vermilion 
County and former chair 
of the Vermilion County 
Democratic Party. “Where 
are those people going to 
go to get new jobs? That’s 
going to negatively affect 
all of us.” 
The level of care 
diminishes 

Even before the cuts were 
announced by the Trump 
administration, it had 
been difficult for health 
facilities within the VA 
system to maintain enough 
staff and resources, like 
beds, available. According 
to the 2024 VA Office of 
Inspector General report, 
86% of all Veteran Health 
Administration medical 
facilities reported severe 
staffing shortages of 
medical officers, whereas 
82% reported severe 
shortages of nurses.

The mass slashes to the 
department’s workforce 
will only worsen the 
preexisting lack of 
personnel, according to 
Fallon, who said she knows 
of several nurses who 
have already submitted 
job applications to other 
places in the private sector 
as the threat of the layoffs 
looms. “A friend of mine 
at the St. Louis VA had her 
care appointment canceled 
because they didn’t have 
a provider, and that’s a 
direct result of the cuts,” 
said Jessica Motsinger, a 
disabled U.S. Navy veteran 
living 12 miles east of St 
Louis in the Metro East. “It 
really is devastating, and 
if it hasn’t really affected 
somebody, it will very 
shortly.”

This is not an isolated 
incident.

“We had a patient 
yesterday who needed 
services that we didn’t have 
open beds at our facility. 
The solution was that they 
were going to send him to 
a different facility, more 
than an hour away, and he 
was very upset about that,” 
Fallon said. “He wasn’t 
able to go home to get his 
belongings, and he didn’t 
feel like his belongings 
were safe where they were, 
and his family wouldn’t be 
able to visit him there, so 
he would be very isolated.” 

According to the official 
data, 247,140 Illinoisians 
were enrolled in the VA 
health care system in 
fiscal year 2023, and the 
state’s veteran medical 
facilities provided services 
to 162,366 unique patients. 
Although the impacts of 
the layoffs are likely to 
extend throughout the 
state, the cuts would hit 
northeastern Illinois the 
hardest, the counties with 
the highest percentage of 
veteran population.

Many veterans are fearful 
of what is to come — but 
also angry.

“They think that, since 
we use the word ‘disabled,’ 
somehow we’re receiving 
benefits that we’re not 
entitled to,” Motsinger said. 
“But people don’t get this 
just because we somehow 
scammed somebody or 
paid something, we’ve 
totally earned this. We 
raised our hand; we offered 
to sacrifice our lives.”

“I’m sorry America 
decided to have war for 
over 20 years. Now you 
have veterans, an entire 
generation that you owe us 
to care for us, not asking 
for anything other than 
what we’ve earned,” she 
said.

Sonya Dymova is an 
undergraduate student 
in journalism with 
Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of 
Journalism, Media, 
Integrated Marketing 
Communications, and a 
fellow in its Medill Illinois 
News Bureau working in 
partnership with Capitol 
News Illinois.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the 
Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Cuts / from A1

www.theclintonjournal.com
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NEWS
Arbor Day 2025

Arbor Day photos courtesy of EMC Photography / Edvydas Cicenas
A tree was planted in the city arboretum in honor of the late Mike Reidy, former Clinton Chief of Police.  Joann Reidy and sons Billy and Joe and their families attended the Arbor 
Day ceremony to honor former Chief Reidy.

Clinton Police Chief Ben Lowers paid tribute to former Clinton Police Chief Mike Reidy 
in his remarks at the April 26 Arbor Day ceremony.  Reidy’s wife Joann and sons Billy 
and Joe and their families, attended the ceremony during which a Greenspire Linden 
tree was planted in honor of the chief who passed away on April 27, 2024.

The Clinton Scouts participated in the fl ag raising ceremony on Arbor Day.

111 South Monroe, Clinton    |    Ph: 217-935-3171    |    www.theclintonjournal.com

News | Community Events | Sports | Advertising | Coupons

(217) 935-3171
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NEWS
Arbor Day 2025

Local children and members of the Reidy family helped plant the Greenspire Linden 
tree in the Clinton Arboretum located at East Jefferson and Taylor Street.

Clinton students who 
were winners of the 
Arbor Day Poster 
Contest were rec-
ognized at the Arbor 
Day ceremony, along 
with the Junior For-
esters from Clinton 
Elementary School.

Same Faces, Same 
Great Quality & 

Pricing
Added Services

217-935-8923
400 Illini Dr • Clinton
www.1stopautoshopinc.com

Best Tire 
Packages In 
Central Illinois

Lifetime 
Rotations, 

Repairs, and 
Yearly 

Alignments

FULL MECHANIC SHOP

LOYALTY POINTS PROGRAM

Locally owned and operated

From Service Lights To Full 
Engine Replacements

Free Loaner Vehicles

formerly  
      Walker Tire

Tire & Rim 
Packages 
Available

04252025

Yearly 
Alignments

We have
Ag 

Services
too!

Valvoline Full-
Service Oil Changes

starting at $39.99 for conventional

and $69.99for synthetic.

   AC Special R134 
    $99

Expires 5-31-2025

+1 lb freon
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

8515 Cleary Road • Clinton, IL 61727
At Cleary Building Corp.

CT INVESTMENTS
MINI STORAGE

5x10.......$35/month

10x10.....$50/month

10x15.....$70/month

10x20.....$90/month

WEEKDAY HOURS:
8 am -12 pm & 

1 pm -5 pm

(217) 935-3122 SP
EC

Clinton School District 
CUSD#15 2025-2026 

 School Year

Kitchen Staff (CJHS)  
5.75 hrs daily, 9 month position, must have or be 

willing to obtain food handlers’ certificate

Kitchen Staff (CES)  
3 hrs daily, 9 month position, must have or be 

willing to obtain food handlers’ certificate

Apply online or pick up applications at the Unit Office. For more info 
you may contact Beth Tedrick btedrick@cusd15.org

https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/CUSD15

04
25
20
25

I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

Central ICANS - Run Date Week of 4/27/2025 

HEALTH/PERSONAL/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 

AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2020 and 
the present time, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 

1-800-535-5727   
 

Illinois Classifi ed 
Ad Network

05/02/2025
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classifi ed 
ad or display ad 
on the fi rst day of 
publication.  If there 
are mistakes, notify 
us immediately.  We 
will make changes 
for errors and adjust 
your bill but only if 
we receive notice 
on the fi rst day the 
ad is published.  We 
limit our liability to 
you in this way and 
we do not accept 
liability for any other 
damages, which 
may result from an 
error or omission in 
an ad.  All ad copy 
must be approved 
by the newspaper, 
which, reserves 
the right to request 
changes, reject or 
properly classify an 
ad.  The advertiser 
and not the news-
paper is responsi-
ble for the truthful 
content of the ad.  
Advertising is also 
subject to credit 
approval. 

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer-
ences, limitation or 
dis crimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertis-
ing for real estate, 
which is in viola-
tion of the law. All 
persons are hereby 
informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

201 201 DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement so-
liciting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illinois 
Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 

placing a child in its 
care.
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three (3) 
children under the 
age of twelve or 
which receive only 
children from a sin-
gle household, for 
less than 24 hours 
per day, are exempt 
from licensure as 
day care homes. 
The three chil-
dren to whom this 
exemption applies 
includes the family’s 
natural or adopt-
ed children and 
any other persons 
under the age of 
12 whether related 
or unrelated to the 
operator of the day 
care home. [DCFS 
Rule, Part 377.3 (c)]

203 203 HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word. OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) for 
free. Must run within 
2 weeks. 

REAL REAL ESTATEESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DEWITT COUN-
TY - CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS

M&T BANK

Plaintiff,

-v.-

LISA DIANE DIBIS-
CEGLIE et al

Defendant

2024 FC 19

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to 
a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the 
above cause on 
April 2, 2025, an 
agent for The Judi-
cial Sales Corpo-
ration, will at 10:30 
AM on May 29, 
2025, at the DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 West Washing-
ton Street, (Main 

door), CLINTON, IL, 
61727, sell at public 
in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, 
the following de-
scribed real estate:

LOTS 1, 2, 3 AND 4 
IN BLOCK 18 AND 
LOTS 5, 6, 7 AND 
8 IN BLOCK 15 IN 
THE ORIGINAL 
TOWN, NOW VIL-
LAGE OF DEWITT, 
SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, STATE 
OF ILLINOIS; AND 
THE NORTH 1/2 
OF VACATED ASH 
STREET LYING 
BETWEEN THIRD 
AND SECOND 
STREET AND AD-
JACENT TO LOTS 
3 AND 4 IN BLOCK 
18 AND LOTS 5 
AND 6 IN BLOCK 
15 IN THE ORIGI-
NAL TOWN, NOW 
VILLAGE OF DE-
WITT AS RECORD-
ED IN BOOK 343, 
AT PAGE 319 AS 
DOCUMENT NO. 
214893, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY 
OF DEWITT, STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known 
as 101 E THIRD ST, 
DEWITT, IL 61735

Property Index No. 
09-18-488-004 nka 
09-18-488-007

The real estate is 
improved with a res-
idence.

Sale terms: 25% 
down of the high-
est bid by certifi ed 
funds at the close of 
the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales 
Corporation.  No 
third party checks 
will be accepted. 
The balance, in cer-
tifi ed funds/or wire 
transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject 
property is subject 
to general real es-
tate taxes, special 
assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real es-
tate and is offered 
for sale without any 
representation as to 
quality or quantity 
of title and without 
recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale 
is further subject to 
confi rmation by the 
court.

Upon payment in 
full of the amount 
bid, the purchas-
er will receive a 
Certifi cate of Sale 
that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed 
to the real estate 
after confi rmation of 
the sale.

Where a sale of real 

estate is made to 
satisfy a lien prior 
to that of the United 
States, the United 
States shall have 
one year from the 
date of sale within 
which to redeem, 
except that with 
respect to a lien 
arising under the in-
ternal revenue laws 
the period shall be 
120 days or the 
period allowable for 
redemption under 
State law, whichev-
er is longer, and in 
any case in which, 
under the provisions 
of section 505 of 
the Housing Act of 
1950, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 1701k), 
and subsection (d) 
of section 3720 of 
title 38 of the United 
States Code, the 
right to redeem 
does not arise, 
there shall be no 
right of redemption.

The property will 
NOT be open for 
inspection and 
plaintiff makes no 
representation as 
to the condition 
of the property. 
Prospective bidders 
are admonished to 
check the court fi le 
to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a 
condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the as-
sessments and the 
legal fees required 
by The Condomini-
um Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condo-
minium unit which 
is part of a common 
interest community, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall 
pay the assess-
ments required by 
The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

You will need a 
photo identifi cation 
issued by a gov-
ernment agency 
(driver’s license, 
passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry 

into our building 
and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook 
County and the 
same identifi cation 
for sales held at 
other county venues 
where The Judicial 
Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclo-
sure sales.

For information, 
examine the court 
fi le, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORA-
TION

One South Wacker 
Drive, 24th Floor, 
Chicago, IL 60606-
4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit 
The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at www.
tjsc.com for a 7 
day status report of 
pending sales.

CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100

BURR RIDGE IL, 
60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@
il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 
14-24-06776

Attorney ARDC No. 

00468002

Case Number: 2024 
FC 19

TJSC#: 45-965

NOTE: Pursuant 
to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices 
Act, you are ad-
vised that Plaintiff’s 
attorney is deemed 
to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to 
collect a debt and 
any information ob-
tained will be used 
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 FC 19
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I3265027

LEGAL 20347 RE
April 25, May 2, 
May 9, 2025

LEGALLEGAL

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice
Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Monday, April 7, 
2025, a certifi cate 
was fi led in the 
Offi ce of the County 
Clerk of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fi ce addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:
DANDELION DE-
CLUTTERING
502 N MAIN ST; 
APT 1
FARMER CITY, IL 
61842
Dated this 7 day of 
April, 2025
/s/ Kari L. Harris
County Clerk 
No. 2025DBA-0223
{SEAL}

LEGAL 20329
April 11, 18, 25, 
2025

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 
DEWITT COUNTY - 
IN PROBATE 

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF CARRIE J. 
OLDS, DECEASED 
2025-PR-20

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE - INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION
Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above-named 
decedent; Letters of 
Offi ce were issued 
on April 11, 2025 to 
Katherine H. Olds, 
7256 Wildfl ower 
Way, Bath, NY 
14810 as Indepen-
dent Administrator. 
The attorney for the 
estate is Yelyzaveta 
Paskevych of Taylor 
& Lynch, LLC, 
216 South Center 
Street, P.O. Box 
478, Clinton, Illinois, 
61727. 

Claims may be fi led 
in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 
W. Washington 
Street, Clinton, IL 
61727, on or before 
November 2, 2025. 
Any claim not fi led 
within that period 
is barred. Copies 
of the Claim fi led 
with the Clerk of 
the Court must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Represen-
tative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is fi led. 

The estate will 
be administered 
without Court super-
vision, unless an 
interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by fi ling a Petition 

to Terminate under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4). 
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Admin-
istration may be 
obtained from the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the above address. 

Dated this 14th day 
of April, 2025. 

Katherine H. Olds, 
Independent Admin-
istrator of the Estate 
of Carrie J. Olds, 
deceased

YELYZAVETA 
PASKEVYCH 
6349706 
TAYLOR & LYNCH, 
LLC 
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET P.O. 
BOX 478 CLINTON, 
IL 61727 TEL: (217) 
935-2183 FAX: 
(217) 935-8219 
E-MAIL: attorneys@
dewittcountylaw.
com

LEGAL 20343
April 18, 25, & May 
2, 2025

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY - 
IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF
CARLA JEAN 
GOOD,
DECEASED
2025-PR-21

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE - INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION

Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above-named dece-
dent;

Letters of Offi ce 
were issued on 
April 25, 2025 to 
Alicia L. Sparks, 
905 Maple Grove 
Lane, Williamsville, 
IL 62693 as inde-
pendent executor. 
The attorney for the 
estate is Yelyzaveta 
Paskevych of Taylor 
& Lynch, LLC, 
216 South Center 
Street, P.O. Box 
478, Clinton, Illinois, 
61727.

Claims may be fi led 
in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, IL 61727, 
on or before No-
vember 10, 2025. 
Any claim not fi led 
within that period 
is barred. Copies 
of the Claim fi led 
with the Clerk of 
the Court must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Represen-
tative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is fi led.

The estate will 
be administered 
without Court super-
vision, unless an 
interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by fi ling a Petition 
to Terminate under 

Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4). 
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Admin-
istration may be 
obtained from the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the above address.

Dated this 21st day 
of April, 2025.

Alicia L. Sparks, 
independent exec-
utor of the estate of 
Carla Jean Good, 
deceased

YELYZAVETA 
PASKEVYCH 
6349706
TAYLOR & LYNCH, 
LLC
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET
P.O. BOX 478
CLINTON, IL 61727
TEL: (217) 935-
2183
FAX: (217) 935-
8219 
E-MAIL: attorneys@
dewittcountylaw.
com

LEGAL 20345
April 25, May 2, 
May 9, 2025

LEGALLEGAL

The Clinton Eagles 
Aerie #593 will be 
having election of 
offi cers on May 6 at 
7 pm. 

LEGAL 20346
April 25, May 2, 
2025

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DEWITT COUN-
TY - CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS

M&T BANK

Plaintiff,

-v.-

LISA DIANE DIBIS-
CEGLIE et al

Defendant

2024 FC 19

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to 
a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the 
above cause on 
April 2, 2025, an 
agent for The Judi-
cial Sales Corpo-
ration, will at 10:30 
AM on May 29, 
2025, at the DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 West Washing-
ton Street, (Main 
door), CLINTON, IL, 
61727, sell at public 
in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, 
the following de-
scribed real estate:

LOTS 1, 2, 3 AND 4 
IN BLOCK 18 AND 
LOTS 5, 6, 7 AND 
8 IN BLOCK 15 IN 
THE ORIGINAL 
TOWN, NOW VIL-
LAGE OF DEWITT, 
SITUATED IN 

THE COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, STATE 
OF ILLINOIS; AND 
THE NORTH 1/2 
OF VACATED ASH 
STREET LYING 
BETWEEN THIRD 
AND SECOND 
STREET AND AD-
JACENT TO LOTS 
3 AND 4 IN BLOCK 
18 AND LOTS 5 
AND 6 IN BLOCK 
15 IN THE ORIGI-
NAL TOWN, NOW 
VILLAGE OF DE-
WITT AS RECORD-
ED IN BOOK 343, 
AT PAGE 319 AS 
DOCUMENT NO. 
214893, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY 
OF DEWITT, STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known 
as 101 E THIRD ST, 
DEWITT, IL 61735

Property Index No. 
09-18-488-004 nka 
09-18-488-007

The real estate is 
improved with a res-
idence.

Sale terms: 25% 
down of the high-
est bid by certifi ed 
funds at the close of 
the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales 
Corporation.  No 
third party checks 
will be accepted. 
The balance, in cer-
tifi ed funds/or wire 
transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject 
property is subject 
to general real es-
tate taxes, special 
assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real es-
tate and is offered 
for sale without any 
representation as to 
quality or quantity 
of title and without 
recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale 
is further subject to 
confi rmation by the 
court.

Upon payment in 
full of the amount 
bid, the purchas-
er will receive a 
Certifi cate of Sale 
that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed 
to the real estate 
after confi rmation of 
the sale.

Where a sale of real 
estate is made to 
satisfy a lien prior 
to that of the United 
States, the United 
States shall have 
one year from the 
date of sale within 
which to redeem, 
except that with 
respect to a lien 
arising under the in-
ternal revenue laws 
the period shall be 
120 days or the 
period allowable for 
redemption under 
State law, whichev-
er is longer, and in 
any case in which, 
under the provisions 
of section 505 of 
the Housing Act of 
1950, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 1701k), 
and subsection (d) 
of section 3720 of 
title 38 of the United 
States Code, the 
right to redeem 
does not arise, 
there shall be no 
right of redemption.

The property will 

NOT be open for 
inspection and 
plaintiff makes no 
representation as 
to the condition 
of the property. 
Prospective bidders 
are admonished to 
check the court fi le 
to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a 
condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the as-
sessments and the 
legal fees required 
by The Condomini-
um Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condo-
minium unit which 
is part of a common 
interest community, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall 
pay the assess-
ments required by 
The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

You will need a 
photo identifi cation 
issued by a gov-
ernment agency 
(driver’s license, 
passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry 
into our building 
and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook 
County and the 
same identifi cation 
for sales held at 
other county venues 
where The Judicial 
Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclo-
sure sales.

For information, 
examine the court 
fi le, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORA-
TION

One South Wacker 
Drive, 24th Floor, 
Chicago, IL 60606-
4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit 
The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at www.
tjsc.com for a 7 
day status report of 
pending sales.

CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100

BURR RIDGE IL, 
60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@
il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 
14-24-06776

Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002

Case Number: 2024 
FC 19

TJSC#: 45-965

NOTE: Pursuant 
to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices 
Act, you are ad-
vised that Plaintiff’s 
attorney is deemed 
to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to 
collect a debt and 
any information ob-
tained will be used 
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 FC 19

I3265027

LEGAL 20347
April 25, May 2, 
May 9, 2025

LEGAL LEGAL 

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is 
herby given that 
on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2025, a 
certifi cate was fi led 
in the Offi ce of 
the County Clerk 
of DeWitt County, 
Illinois, setting forth 
the names and post 
offi ce address of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

RUBBISH ROLL 
OFFS
450 MAPLE ST 
PO BOX 183 
WELDON IL 61882

Dated this 9 day of 
April 2025

/s/ Kari L. Harris
County Clerk

No. 2025DBA-0224

{SEAL}

LEGAL 20348
May 2, May 9, May 
16, 2025

LEGALLEGAL

On Monday, May 5 
at 9:00 am OR 1:30 
pm, a meeting con-
ducted via Google 
Meet at the follow-
ing web address:

9:00 am meet.goo-
gle.com/cho-zfpp-
dyg or via phone 
by calling (US) +1 
225-522-1504‬ PIN: 
‪949 984 591‬# 
or
1:30 pm
meet.google.com/
jra-juzm-khc or via 
phone by calling 
(‪US‬)‪+1 262-843-
5248‬ PIN: ‪902 105 
524#‬.

The purpose of the 
meeting will be to 
discuss the district’s 
plans for providing 
special education 
services to students 
with disabilities 
who attend private 
schools and home 
schools within the 
district for the 2025-

26 school year. If 
you are the parent 
of a home-schooled 
student who has 
been or may be 
identifi ed with a 
disability and you 
reside within the 
boundaries of Clin-
ton CUSD 15, you 
are urged to attend. 
If you have further 
questions pertain-
ing to this meeting, 
please contact Kari 
Veldman, Special 
Education Admin-
istrator, 217-308-
8064.

LEGAL 20349
May 2, 2025

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 

DOESN’T COST 
MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  

for 115 years.  
We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.

217-935-3171

CJFILL

CJFILL

Read For
Enjoyment

Information

SUBSCRIBE
NOW

935-3171
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• Has spring weather 
become windier, leading to storms 
that coincide with the period when 
crop fi elds are most vulnerable in 
April and May, before and just 
after planting?

• When the winds increase 
over bare or recently planted farm 
fi elds, are soil particles now more 
likely to be picked up and moved 
by the wind?

• How many deaths occur 
from dust storms in Illinois?

According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in an April 2023 
article, dust storm deaths are 
underreported. NOAA states that 
14 to 32 deaths from these storms 
occur per year across the country. 
In 2023, eight people were killed 
in one dust storm on a central 
Illinois interstate highway.

Factoring In Weather
A recorded review of April wind 

speeds for Illinois from NOAA 
shows that 2023 and 2024 were 
higher than average. Wind speeds 
in the month of May, however, 
were lower than the historical 
average. While, in general, soil 
moisture has been adequate the past 
few years, there have been times 
of below-average soil moisture. 

According to the Illinois State 
Water Survey at Prairie Research 
Institute research tracking, this 
was the case during the severe dust 
storm in May 2023. 

“Another factor related to 
weather is to examine the potential 
evapotranspiration, which is the 
amount of moisture that plants and 
soil can give off if the moisture 
is available,” says Duane Friend, 
climate change specialist with 
University of Illinois Extension. 
“Current weather research shows 
that potential evaporation has, 
in fact, increased in recent years, 
but most of that evaporation has 
occurred during the summer, not 
the spring.” 

Even though it doesn’t appear 
any trends can explain the recent 
dust storms, there can still be very 
localized conditions where surface 
soil may be dry, and winds may be 
suffi cient on individual days that 
could cause dust storms to occur. 
The answer is that weather is not 
causing widespread dust storms 
but might be a factor in localized 
situations.

Factoring in Farming Practices
Dust storms are not new 

occurrences in Illinois. The Dust 
Bowl storms of the 1930s quickly 

come to mind, but dust storms also 
occurred in the 1960s and 1970s. 
The storms abated as reduced 
tillage practices occurred partly 
due to concerns about erosion and 
a method to conserve fuel during 
and after the oil crisis of the 1970s. 

But what has changed? With 
modern tillage methods, the speed 
of farming has almost doubled 
in just a few years. Farmers 
invested profi ts into updating 
farm machinery with high-speed 
equipment. 

Why has farming speed 
increased? First, in the late 2010s, 
the planting season stretched well 
into June in some years, resulting 
in lower yields. In some cases, 
fi elds could not be planted due 
to weather conditions. Planting 
faster allows crops to be planted 
earlier, resulting in higher overall 
yields. Technological advances in 
farm machinery have expanded 
farm equipment’s speed and 
productivity, leading to more 
effi cient cultivation of more row 
crop farmland planted in April and 
May.

Additionally, vertical tillage tools 
are good at breaking up corn stalks. 
Vertical tillage lifts and loosens 
the top area of the soil. However, 

multiple passes on corn stalks 
left over from the previous crops 
leave behind reduced plant residue 
on the surface, resulting in soil 
particles becoming airborne. Even 
with vertical tillage equipment, 
fall tillage greatly reduces soybean 
stubble, which can hold soil 
particles in place. After multiple 
tillage passes, a loose horizon of 
topsoil that can easily blow is left 
behind.

Farmers fall till to increase the 
odds of getting planted in the 
spring should rains occur and 
then till again in the spring before 
planting. Two and three passes 
with tillage equipment are not 
uncommon, each pass reducing 
the protection of soil particles 
and reducing topsoil to a powder.  
Imagine pouring baby powder into 
a hand and then blowing on it. 
What happens is a smaller-scale 
version of what happens on farm 
fi elds. The particles blow away. 

Factoring in Profi tability
Are more frequent and intensive 

tillage practices more profi table? 
Conservation research has shown 
profi tability decreased or stayed 
the same with increased tillage 
passes and intensity of seedbed 
preparation on corn. According 

to a 2015-2023 Data Summary 
Report, The Business Case for 
Conservation, released by Precision 
Conservation Management, light 
tillage had a slight benefi t with 
soybean production but not with 
more frequent and intensive tillage 
practices.

Farmers may be reluctant to give 
up their investment. So, what can 
be done? “One option is to reduce 
the number of passes across a fi eld 
with tillage equipment, including 
on corn stalks,” says Kevin 
Brooks, commercial agriculture 
educator with Illinois Extension.

Second, fall tillage on soybean 
stubble should be eliminated 
altogether. This elimination is 
especially important because 
research shows no benefi t to fall 
tillage on soybean stubble, both on 
yield and fi nancial returns. 

While pinpointing the exact 
causes of recent dust storms may 
be diffi cult due to the many factors 
involved, all can agree on the 
need to prevent future tragedies. 
Farmers can consider reducing or 
eliminating tillage.

From the University of Illinois

Dust / from A1
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KIDS CREATE ADS

Noel Boysen
8th Grade

Mailey Boston
7th Grade

Contact: Sophie Ellis, Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank, 217-328-3663 
When: Saturday, May 17 2025
Where: DeWitt County

DEWITT COUNTY –  Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank (EIF) is distributing food to 
area families facing food insecurity. The 
Foodmobile will travel throughout DeWitt 
County on 05/17/2025, with distribution 

sites and times and for each town listed at 
https://www.eifoodbank.org/help/mobile.
html. 

The distribution is part of the Foodbank’s 
Foodmobile Program, a system of mobile 
food pantries designed to help bring 
nutritious food to rural or underserved 
areas. 

Income guidelines are as follows: 

Updates regarding future food distributions can be found at the Foodbank’s website at 
www.eifoodbank.org

Eastern Illinois Foodbank announces 
‘Foodmobile’ in DeWitt County

When: Saturday, May 3 2025 from 9 – 10 
AM
Where: Trinity Community Fellowship, 
1300 W. Clinton Ave, Farmer City, IL 

FARMER CITY –  Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank (EIF) is distributing food to 
area families facing food insecurity.  
The distribution will be held at Trinity 
Community Fellowship in Farmer City, 
Illinois on 05/03/2025 from 9 – 10 AM 

and is open to residents of DeWitt, Piatt, 
and McLean counties. Those attending are 
asked to bring boxes or bags to transport 
food.  

The distribution is part of the Foodbank’s 
Foodmobile Program, a system of mobile 
food pantries designed to help bring 
nutritious food to rural or underserved 
areas. 

‘Foodmobile’ in Farmer City May 3

McCoy Moody
8th Grade
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KIDS CREATE ADS

Joanna McKinzey
8th Grade

Ashlee Lacroix
7th Grade

Bryson Ash
7th Grade

Antonio Vazquez
6th Grade

Nick Johnston
7th Grade

Brynlee Callahan
8th Grade
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Saturday
Sunny

High 63

Friday
Partly sunny

chance of rain
High 69

Sunday
Sunny

High 71

Monday
Sunny

High 73

Tuesday
Sunny

High 77

Wednesday
Sunny

High 77

Thursday
Sunny

High 78

May 2
1929: Winter made one last appearance in central 
Illinois. Springfi eld reported 6/10 of an inch of snow, 
which is the latest date that measurable snow has 
fallen in the city.

1942: A family of strong tornadoes moved across 
central Illinois. Tornadoes touched down in eastern 

Morgan County, then moved northeast. The torna-
does hit south of New Berlin, then moved across far 
northwestern Springfi eld, passing south of Elkhart, and 
lifting near Waynesville, in DeWitt County. In the town 
of Franklin, 105 homes were damaged or destroyed, 
with some debris carried four miles. One person died, 
and 12 were injured.

Available to new and existing patients 5 years and older. 
Common Cold 
Symptoms
Rashes or Skin 
Irritations
Painful or Burning 
Urination

Allergy Symptoms
Pink Eye
Earaches
Cough
Sore Throat
Upper Respiratory 

Infection
Sports Physicals
Constipation
Dental Pain
STI Checks 

Save Time
 with our 

WALK IN CLINIC

Please see our Facebook page 
for more information 03

22
20

24
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