Wednesday, April 30, 2025

Your Community - Your Voice - Your News

Established In 1854

Che Ambn

The Depot Museum

1y News

Amboy, Illinois

Volume 171 - Number 18

AMBOY

(Z

Index
Local News......cccceevueennne A2
Community Calendar......A3
Church Directory............ A4q
Obituaries.......ccceeuveernneen. A4
Business Directory.......... As
Local/State News........... As
OpiNioN...cccceeeeveeereuneenen. Ab
Entertainment................ A7
Local/State News......A8,A9
SPOItS..cccveeeniierireinneene. A10
Amboy Progress........... B1-6
Classifieds.......cccverveennen. By
Farm Report............... B8-9
Obituaries

Victoria A. Conderman
Robert E. Lewis

Inserts
JD Belcher Electric

8

6L870|‘

|90€LV

6

Amboy School Board members sworn in for new terms

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY - Spring has been
extremely busy for the Amboy
Community Unit School District
No. 272 Board.

Over the last three months, the
board has done plenty of approving
programs, accepting resignations,
hiring new staff, purchasing vehi-
cles, and planing and completing
building upgrades.

The meeting held Thursday,
April 17sworeinsix board members
who are returning for new terms af-
terthe April 1 consolidated election.

Amboy had fouravailable4-year
terms and two 2-year terms at the
election. The four with the most
votes took the 4-year terms while
two more were appointed for the
2-year terms.

No new board members were
voted in as all six were returnees
in Katie Pratt (president), Drew
Montavon (vice president), Elsa
Payne (secretary), and Mandy
Powers, whoare startingnew 4-year
terms, and the appointees were Nick
Brokaw and Rory White.

The one board position of the
seven existing not to be up for elec-
tion in 2025 was Nichole Stenzel.

Stenzel, White and Brokaw will

be up in two years to seek 4-year
term.s

“We have six of the seven board
members coming back for another
term. I’'m very excited about it. We
have a very good working relation-
ship. It’sa greatboard,” said Amboy
Schools Superintendent Josh Nich-
ols. “Amboy has been very lucky
because the board has been great for
the last 7-10 years. As far as I can
remember, we’ve had a very good
school board. They prioritize kids
and that’s not always the case for
school boards.”

“Thisis good because now we’re
back in aregular cycle where every

two years, four board members will
be up for election, and after that
you’ll have three up for the next
election. Because of appointments
and people leaving, we got into a
weird cycle. It was different, weird,
and sometimes that’s how it goes.
We had a couple of appointments
with two-year terms that needed to
be filled. Those terms are finished
now, so now they have full four-
year terms.”

Amboy Central School will
begin its much anticipated window
and door projecton Monday, May 5
when asbestos abatement begins on
the outside of the building.

“We might have a boarded-up
look for a little while, but I promise
you it’ll be worth it in the end,”
Nichols said. “I’'m excited because
the new windows and doors are
going to transform how the building
looks. Iwon’thave to have teachers
rearrange their rooms to get away
from the windows. It’s spring and
going to be summer, so no one is
going to be freezing.”

The board approved the Inter-
governmental Cooperation Agree-
ment between Amboy Junior High
and Ohio Junior High, which allows
the two schools to co-op for vol-
leyball, boys and girls basketball,
and track and field for the next two
school years.

New to Amboy is a 2024 Honda
Odyssey van.

“There are some special educa-
tion routes that run with one or two
kids. We send adriver and those one
ortwo kids in a vanrather than a big
bus because it helps keep the miles
down on our buses. This will allow
ustohaveasparevan,” Nicholssaid.
“We run five van routes right now.
If one of our vans breaks down or
if one is needed for sports or FFA,
we’ll have a van ready to go.

See SCHOOL page AS

Sublette waiting to begin
work on two big projects

BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

SUBLETTE — There
are two big projects the
Village of Sublette has
been working on over
the last six months to
a year.

They’re almost ready
to begin, but the grants
to do so have either not
come in or haven’t been
spent.

At the April 7 meet-
ing, both the Water
Service Line Invento-
ry IEPA Grant, worth
$30,000 and the the W.
Main Street Sidewalk
Project — including a
$25,000 grant meant
for infrastructure im-
provements, motor fuel
funds, and other funds
up to $100,000 — were
discussed.

Sublette President
John Stenzel said the
[EPA grant has already
been approved, but the
money hasn’t been spent
yet as they are waiting
for the investigation to
start. The investigation
will provide information
of how bad the service
lines are and if any need
to be replaced.

Once the village
knows how much it
needs to spend, it will
begin the service lines
project.

The Sidewalk Project
has the funds set aside

but is now waiting for
May 5 to open up bids
for contractors.

One project which
could start at any time
in Sublette isn’t through
the village itself.

Lee County has
awarded the bid to Mar-
tin & Company to repave
and resurface roads from
Rt. 52 to Inlet and North
Street to Rt. 52. The
completion date is set
for October.

Dates have been set
as the next Village of
Sublette Board meeting
will be 7 p.m. Monday,
May 12 and the annual
Memorial Day service
will be at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, May 26 at the Elli-
ce Dinges Center. The

consecutive showing at the state tournament.

Can the AJHS band perform at state for a fourth straight time?
Pep band played at the boys hoops IESA State Tournament for third time in February

The Amboy Junior High School band performed at the boys basketball IESA State Tournament on
Saturday, Feb. 18 at Bishop McNamara High School in Kankakee. This was the AJHS pep band’s third

Photo courtesy of Brenda Merriman

service is directly after
Amboy’s service as both
are done by the Amboy
American Legion.

The board also ap-
proved the purchase of
new Christmas deco-
rations. At the March
meeting, it was ad-
dressed that the holiday
decorations were 15
years old and needed to
be updated.

Also at the Monday,
March 10 meeting, Elli-
ce Dinges Center Janitor
Freddy Arteaga was
awarded a 50-cent-an-
hour raise.

BRANDONLaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor
AMBOY - Expecta-
tions have been set high.
Actually, Amboy Junior
High Band Director Avery
Kerley feels performing at
the boys basketball IESA
State Tournament is now
anannual standard after the
Clippers played at the tour-
nament for a third straight
year on Saturday, Feb. 15.
“Ithasbeenapretty good
time. I do put a lot of em-
phasisinthe pepband inmy
program compared to some
otherschools,”Kerley said.
“The way Amboy is set
up in terms of their music

classes, I get so much time
with my students. I think
it’s one thing that has really
contributed to the success
of the program. We play at
both boys and girls basket-
ball games, so we’re used
to playing five or six games
every season.

“Compared to other
schools who auditioned
for the opportunity to play
at the state tournament,
I’'m sure we have a lot
more practical experience
playingatbasketball games
because we do it more. We
have the time to dedicate
to it.

“We’re goingtotry todo

Serving Northern lllinois
including the Greater Igocl(f d . < o

itagain. Atthis point,it’san
expectation. I’'m going to
be sad if we don’t make it.”

The pep band consisting
of 45 musicians, 41 went
to the IESA tournament,
played during each of
the four quarterfinals for
the eighth grade Class
2A games at Bishop Mc-
Namara High School in
Kankakee.

The last two years were
at Kingsley Junior High in
Normal.

“For my kids who were
part of the band in either
of the last two years, it
was a lot easier on them
because we were in a

balcony and we could sit
in normal chairs. We had
a lot more room to stretch
out,” Kerley said. “For the
kids who had never done it
before, they were having a
greattime. They didn’tlike
to get up that early to get
there, we left the school at
6:30 a.m., but once they
got on the bus, they were
having fun.”

Kerley added the band
continues to surpass his
expectations every year.

He believes, with the
size of his band this year,
next year may be even
bigger.

See BAND page A3
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Amboy School District Teacher,
Staff Member of the Year
nominations available

AMBOY —The Amboy School District is accept-
ing nominations for the 2024 - 2025 District Staff
Member of the Year and Teacher of the Year.

One faculty member and one support staff mem-
ber will be selected and recognized by the Board of
Education and the school district.

Anyone can nominate a faculty member (teacher,
school nurse, librarian, or counselor) and or support
staff member who has made a great contribution to
the district’s educational community. A person can
submit multiple nominations.

Selection criteria for faculty members (teachers,
school nurse, librarian, or counselor) includes:
distinguishes him/herself through exceptional con-
tributions in effective instructional techniques and
methods; establishes a productive classroom climate
and rapport with students; interacts positively with
students, staff, and parents.

Selection criteria for support staff (aides, cus-
todians, paraprofessionals, secretaries, bus drivers
and other non-certified staff members) includes:
contributes in a positive manner to the overall
school experience.

Previous years’ winners were:

2019- 2020 Gaylene Noble and Yvonne Vicks
2020 - 2021 Elizabeth Bontz and Aubrey Burke
2021 - 2022 Michelle Haub and Betsy Jones
2022 - 2023 Maureen Harris and Cynthia Carlson
2023 - 2024 Arly Kaecker and Joannie Zimmerly

The nomination form can be found here: https://
tinyurl.com/2025 AmboyoftheYear. Nomination period
closes May 8.

Pankhurst Memorial Library
events in May

Diamond Painting: 4-6 p.m. Monday May 5 & 9
Book Club: 5-6 p.m. Monday, May 12
Mommy and Me: 10-10:45 a.m. every Tuesday
LEGO Club: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday

Summer Reading forms are due no later than
Friday May 23 2025. Forms will be sent home
with Amboy Central School students. Please
return forms to the Amboy Central School office
or Pankhurst Memorial Library.

Doing inte Aclivn! |

~N

(Smith) Jones will be celebrat-
ing their 60™ Diamond Wedding
Anniversary.

children, will be having an open
house on Sunday, May 18, from
2-4 p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church Hall, 201 Locust

SUBLETTE — Bob and Betty
gift in itself.

Bob and Betty, with their

St., Sublette, Please, no gifts,
your presence will be a joyful

They were married on May 15,
1965, at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Sublette, by Rev-
erend Father Robert Donavan.
They have been blessed with
five children, along with one

little angel in heaven, Michael
Jones, of Newnan, Ga., Michelle
Jones Ernest of Garden Prairie,
Daniel Jones, of Carrollton, Ga.,
Douglas Jones, of West Brook-
lyn, and Deborah Jones Althaus,
of Sublette. They have a total
of 12 grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

DIXON —State Representative Brad Fritts (R-Dixon)

is hosting an upcoming sharps drop-off drive event,
alongside the Dixon YMCA and the Lee County Health
Department.

The event will take place from 4-6 p.m. Thursday,

May 8 at the Dixon YMCA parking lot, located at 110
N. Galena Avenue in Dixon.

“All constituents are invited to safely dispose of

their sharps at our upcoming sharps drop-off drive,”

Fritts co-hosts Sharps medicine drop-off drive

said Fritts. “Properly disposing of sharps is critical for
keeping our homes and community safe. I look forward
to partnering with the Dixon YMCA and the Lee County
Health Department to offer this essential service to our
community.”

Residential sharps only. Please contact Rep. Fritts’
district office at 815-561-3690 EXT 2 with questions.

For more information about Representative Fritts,
visit RepFritts.com.

p
Amboy High School Report

Janet Crownhart, Principal

~

Agriculture construction member Bryar Full built a
desk for the Amboy Depot Museum and Kayden Hall
painted and stained.

Pictured are Kayden Hall, Bryar Full, Josh Mckendry,
Jason Dickinson, and Javion Greene as they delivered
the desk to its new home.

Ag science classes incubated and hatched eggs.
Students are loving the baby chicks just as much as the

students who hatch them at Central and Clipper Kiddies. =
Science teacher Emily Rose participated in the “Ice §

Bucket” challenge as a way to help bring awareness to

mental health. She nominated principal Janet Crownhart

who also nominated superintendent Josh Nichols.
Watch the Facebook page for all the videos. Rose is
also starting a student-led group next year called NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness) as a way to help
students understand mental health and the resources
available in the area to share with those in need.

WITH A SPRING MAINTENANCE CHECK;

Get your air conditioner checked
& cleaned or replace that old
unit with a new high efficiency
American Standard® unit.

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

QRASSERN

PLUMBING & HEATING INC
815-882-2111

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL e www.grassersplumbingheating.com

\_
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) Too
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Handyman Services LLC

Services Offered:
+ Custom Woodwork + Home Repair
+ Painting + Cabinet Repair &
« Ceiling Fan & Lighting Installation
Installation + Some Plumbing

* Drywall Repair
* Door Installation & Repair
« TV & Picture Mounting

. (815)780-1884
@ hunterhandymanserviceslic.com
@hunterhandymanserviceslic

* Furniture Assembly
* Floor Repair & Installation

04012024

W \WEEKEND SPECIALS

FRIDAY, MAY 2ND -
MONDAY, MAY 5TH

OPEN DAILY
Sunday 10:30AM - 9PM
Mon-Wed 11AM - 9PM
Thursday 4PM - 9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM - 9PM

0423202

{ Z5N, 815-539-5985 Sho\_g

£LZARAD

« + « MEXICAN RESTAURANT « «
AMendota, I

EKANA=@

NURSERY&LANDSCAPING, INC
The Place to Go for Things That Grow

09

417 E US Rt 34

Mendota

Celebrate Earth Day and
Arbor Day This Month!

Open 7 Days a Week!

815.538.4800
Ekananursery.com

y

Plant a Tree
fov ﬁ\ﬁog o {mﬂg ﬂag-

‘$ Top Dollar Paid &

for your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes,
Vintage Cars, Foreign & Domestic,
Restored & Unrestored, Hot Rods,
Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

call Jim at
630-201-8122

03192025
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review request.

Plan Commission Meeting

AMBOY —The City of Amboy will host a plan
commission meeting at4:30 p.m. Wednesday, May
14 at the Amboy City Hall.

The meeting will discuss the Humphrey property

Illinois Treasurer Frerichs
returns $22 million to
residents through I-CASH

SPRINGFIELD - II-
linois State Treasurer
Michael Frerichs returned
$22 million to nearly
19,000 people in Janu-
ary through [-CASH, the
state’s missing money
program.

“Returning this money
to the rightful owners is
better than keeping it in
our bank vaults,” Frerichs
said. “It helps our state’s
economy when people
have a little more money
in their pockets to spend
at local businesses.”

Companies and banks
turn over uncashed rebate
checks, unpaid life in-
surance claims, forgotten
checking accounts and
the contents of overlooked
safe deposit boxes to the
[llinois Treasurer’s Office
after a few years. The state
treasurer is legally re-
quired to return unclaimed
property to its owners or
their heirs, no matter how
long it takes.

One way the office tries
to return missing money is
by highlighting National
Unclaimed Property Day
(Feb. 1) to encourage peo-

BAN D continued from page Al

ple to check the I-CASH
website. Media coverage
helped set a record this
year. For the week ending
Feb. 2, the State Treasur-
er’s Office saw 38,389
claimsinitiated -- the most
ever. For context, the office
averages about 11,000
claims initiated in a week.

“Youdon’t have to wait
for the next National Un-
claimed Property Day to
visitour [-CASH website,”
Frerichs said. “It’s a good
idea to check the website
at least a couple of times
a year to see if you, your
family, or your friends
have cash or property to
claim.”

Under Treasurer
Frerichs, the office has
set records for the num-
ber of claims and dollar
amounts returned. More
than $2.2 billion in un-
claimed property — the
most in state history — has
been returned to people on
Treasurer Frerichs’watch.

In 2024, the office
returned nearly $300 mil-
lion to more than 330,000
claimants. The average
claim was $902.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AMBOY - The City of Amboy committee meeting
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, May 5 at the Community
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd. The meetings take place the
first Monday of every month.

AMBOY - The Amboy Lions Club meeting will be
at 6 p.m. Monday, May 12 at the Amboy Community
Center, located at 280 W. Wasson Rd. The Lions Club
meetings take place the second and fourth Monday of
every month.

SUBLETTE — The next Village of Sublette meeting
isat 7 p.m. Monday, May 12 at the Ellice Dinges Center
at 202 S. West Street in Sublette.

DIXON —The Lee County Board of Health will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 12 at the Lee County Health
Department, located at 309 Galena Avenue, Suite 100
in Dixon.

SUBLETTE — A public hearing will take place at 7
p.m. Tuesday, May 13 at the Sublette Township Building
on the tentative budgets and appropriation ordinances
for the Sublette Road District and Sublette Township
for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2025 and ending
March 31,2026, which is on file and available for public
viewing at 445 LaMoille Road in Sublette.

AMBOY - You are invited to join fellow senior
citizens for a free exercise program at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 960 US Highway 52, Amboy. Sessions
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Chairs are
provided for an approximate 30-minute workout. For
more information, call Chris at 815-857-3963.

MAY TOWNSHIP — The monthly May Township
meeting will take play at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 13 at the
township maintenance building.

EAST GROVE - East Grove Township is holding
its next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 13 at the
East Grove Township Hall.

MAY TOWNSHIP—A public hearing onthe 2025-26
budget and appropriation ordinance for May Township
will be held at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 14 at the
May Township maintenance building. The final action

The director knows he’s going
to need all hands on deck as he
continues to add more songs to
the track list. This year one of
the new songs, “Shake it Off” by
Taylor Swift, made the audition
tape, of the National Anthem and
three songs chose by the band,
sent to the IESA to be consid-
ered to perform during the last
tournament of the hoops season.

The other two songs were
“Land of 1,000 Dances” and
“Hand Clap.”

“We played a lot. We played

everything in our book at least
four times. I added a couple of
songs from last year,” Kerley
said. “We managed to polish up
some songs that have been in
the book for a couple of years
that they have now learned well
enough to play in public.
“lalways try to throw a couple
of tunes in the book above the
level the band is currently at to
the pep band binder because the
best thing about working with
junior high musicians is you’re
doing the same thing, eight to

10 songs in your wheel house,
and we can work on a song for
a while to get it ready for any
performance, any year.

“The band, as a whole, gets
better every year through that
shared experience and carry
over. This year we added, “Big
Daddy’s Chant Bag.” (Also
known as “Let’s Go) is from a
collection of stand chants to get
the crowd hyped up. It was a hard
one. It took a lot of work, three
years, to get it up to the level we
wanted to.”

on the ordinance will take place at the public hearing.

PAW PAW — The regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Paw Paw will commence at 7
p.m. Wednesday, May 14 at the Paw Paw Village Hall.

AMBOY - The Amboy City Council will meet at
6 p.m. on Monday, May 19 at the Amboy Community
Center, 290 W. Wasson Road. The council meets every
third Monday each month.

Lexi Willey

TIPPING OUR CAPS TO
FARMERS EVERYWHERE

Thank a farmer this spring for helping ensure we
can all eat tomorrow. We're proud to provide
many local farmers with the coverage they need
to keep growing. Trust in Tomorrow.®

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual”
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company, 2022.

S GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

> LerFelivianl

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our Family Protecting Your Family

Likeus on P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

facebook IR VPP
RTHER | Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!
D =7 ’
T b ¢t §ine. 705 Tllinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-5142 |

nilsroofing.com
;;:;' DUROLAST. Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFs

first home, starting over, downsizing from a Ig.
2 story home. Be sure to schedule a showing
to see how perfectly this property will fit into
your lifestyle.

$87,500 - 16 W Wasson Rd #265 Amboy

Don't miss thls wonderfully unique opportunity to own a huge manufactured home in

a newly managed park, that is making continual improvements for it's members. The

2200 sq. ft., 1998 Four Seasons home has 3 very large bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms,
many updates and comes FULLY FURNISHED. You will have 3 great bedroom sets,
including king sized beds, a dinette, couch, loveseat, recliners, over $3,000 worth of
thermal draperies & more. The appliances stay of course too. The washer & dryer are both
Whirlpool Cabrios and are only 5 yrs. old. There is also an upright freezer & brand new
Blackstone grill & 2 patio sets included. The furnace and AC were newly installed in 21 &
both are Carrier units. All of this sits on an oversized(double) lot with open farm field to the
rear - for a single lot rent. This could be the perfect option for so many dlfferent scenarios -

Bonita Willis
Designated
Managing Broker
ePRO, C2EX, AHWD
815-849-5476

DON'T MISS OVT!

LUNCH IN
THE PARK

Veterans Park, Mendota

FRIDAY MAY 9TH

PRESENTED BY:
Mendota Museum & Historical Society

SERVING:
1AM - 1PM

04302025

FOR SALE

Whole Beef Steak Burger
Lean, Grass Fed, and Antibiotic Free.
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed.

If you don't love it, return it.

BEEF CUTS

)

Can deliver on 50 pound
orders in Amboy, LaMoille
& Mendota Areas.

$7.00 per pound

20 Ibs. or more
$6.50 per pound

50 Ibs. or more
$6.25 per pound

7

Butchered Beef Also Available in Quarters or Halves.

Text or Leave a Message for RJ at
815-703-4553

04022025

YA

: POWER .
NI

g;W[A,ijH, | !N,J@

% Siding & Brick

#* Cleaning

2; » Clean & Seal

*  Decks, Driveways, Sldewalks
% Houses, Etc

% « Commercial and Residential
g; Surface Cleaning with Mobile
i« Hotand Cold Treatments
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{%; T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
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% 815.530.4464
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LEE COUNTY

Master Gardeners will be present to

answer gardening questions and offer
professional assistance.

MAY 17, 2025

8 AM - 11 AM

OR UNTIL PLANTS ARE GONE
LEE COUNTY 4-H CENTER
1196 FRANKLIN RD | AMBOY

Established In 1854

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854

Brandon LaChance, Editor
Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News,
703 lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-539-9396
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL
Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
The Amboy News, PO Box 300,
Mendota IL 61342
Subscriptions: $59.00 yearly in Lee,
LaSalle and Bureau counties.
$69.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.
Display Advertising Deadline:
noon Fridays
Classified Advertising Deadline:
noon Fridays
All Editorial Deadline: noon Friday
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AMBOY - Victoria
“Vicki” A. Conderman,
72, of Amboy, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday,
April 23, 2025, at Liberty
Court in Dixon.

A funeral service will
be held at 2:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 3, 2025, at
Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home in Amboy, with
burial to follow at Prairie
Repose Cemetery. Visi-
tation will be held at the
funeral home from 5-7
p.m. Friday, May 2, and
again at 1 p.m. Saturday
until the time of service.
Following the graveside
service, a light luncheon
will be held at the Amboy
Community Building.
All are welcome to join
the family in sharing
food, fellowship, and fond
memories of Conderman.
Memorial donations in
Vicki’s name may be
made to Serenity Hospice
and Home in Oregon or

Victoria “Vicki” A. Conderman

the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation of Central Illinois.
Vicki’s life was rich with
laughter, generosity, and
love. She leaves behind a
legacy ofkindness, dedica-
tion, and joyful memories.
To know her was to be
touched by her spirited
heart—and she will be
deeply missed and forever
remembered. Arrange-
ments by the Mihm-Jones
Funeral Home in Amboy.
Condolences can be left
at www.thejonesfh.com.
Conderman was
born January 25, 1953,
in Aurora, the daugh-
ter of Robert and Jose-
phine (Glover) Mitchell.
Vicki was a beloved mem-
ber of the Amboy commu-
nity, best known for her
many years of service as a
kitchen assistant at Central
School. With a twinkle in
her eye and a quick-wit-
ted sense of humor, she
brought joy to generations

Jan. 25, 1953 - April 23, 2025

of students. Her playful
teasing and warm spirit
made the lunchroom a
place of laughter and
comfort—one of the most
memorable parts of the day
for many children.

OnMay 28,1971, Vicki
married the love of her
life, Andrew Conderman
in Aledo. Together, they
raised a lively, close-knit
family, and Vicki filled
their home with warmth,
humor, and the occasional
lighthearted threat of the
“wooden spoon”—always
delivered with love and a
smile.

She was more than a
mother to her own chil-
dren; she was a “neigh-
borhood mom” to many,
especially to the Hicks
kids, offering guidance,
snacks, and a welcoming
heart to everyone who
came through her door.
Vicki’s devotion to her
sons knew no bounds. She

was their biggest cheer-
leader—not only at home
but on the sidelines. She
attended countless sport-
ing events over the years,
proudly supporting her
boys as they competed in
football, wrestling, track,
and soccer.

Whether it was in the
bleachers, on the field, or
alongside a dusty show
ring, Vicki was there
rooting them on with un-
wavering pride and love.

Asanactivehorse own-
er herself, she also sup-
portedthemat many horse
shows, sharing in their
victories and milestones
every step of the way.
Her passion for com-
munity ran just as deep.
Vicki was a proud mem-
ber of the Green River
Saddle Club, served on
the Prairie Repose Cem-
etery Board, and was a
spirited competitor in
the women’s bowling

league at Plum Hollow in
Dixon. She gave her time
generously, often crafting
handmade wreaths for
the cemetery—a quiet,
beautiful tribute to those
who had gone before her.

Holidays were one of
Vicki’s favorite times
of the year. In the early
years, she and her long-
time friend Linda would
spend hours baking cook-
ies and making candy to
share with loved ones.
That cherished tradition
later continued with her
dear friend Nancy, filling
the season with warmth,
sweetness, and the kind
of memories that last a
lifetime. Another favorite
tradition was dinner at the
Sunset Inn, where Vicki
felt truly at home among
the kindhearted staff and
owners she considered
friends.

Vicki is preceded in
death by her husband

Andrew, her sister Gloria
Mitchell, and her sister-
in-law Alice Austin. She
is survived by her four
sons: Chris (Kim) Con-
derman of Dixon, Craig
(Carmon) Conderman of
Byron, Corey (Michelle)
Conderman of Dixon,
and Chad (Jenny) Con-
derman of Dixon; and
by 13 beloved grand-
children: Collin, Carter,
Emily, Carson, Kaitlyn,
Aaron, Dylan, Grace,
Aubrey, Hailey, Izabel-
la, Rebecca, and Blake.

lllinois celebrates 60 years of Medicaid

SPRINGFIELD — As Medicaid
marks its 60th anniversary in April,
the Illinois Department of Healthcare
and Family Services is celebrating the
program’s six decades of high-quality
healthcare coverage and Medicaid’s
position as the backbone of Illinois’

healthcare landscape.

Medicaid provides a wide range of
essential healthcare services to roughly
3.4 million people in Illinois, or roughly
one in four Illinois residents. Illinois
Medicaid is the largest health insurer
in the state, providing coverage to
people and supporting the healthcare
infrastructure in every region of Illinois.
Now is a time to preserve and protect
Medicaid Medicaid in the face of federal
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show up.”

Congressional proposals that would do
just the opposite.

“On the 60th anniversary of Medic-
aid, [ am reflecting upon the millions of
working families across Illinois that de-
pend on these live-saving services,” said
Governor JB Pritzker. “Even as we uplift
how this vital healthcare program has im-
proved the lives of millions of Illinoisans
over the last six decades, critical funding
for Medicaid is at risk because Donald
Trump and Congressional Republicans
want to give massive tax cuts to their
wealthy friends. I will continue to fight
to protect Medicaid, and I encourage
everyone to stand up, speak out, and

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 S. Main St.

1-800-845-5809

* Mendota,
(815)539-7276

IL 61342

Steve Schmitt Family owned
(815)538-5276

since 1913

Ron Schmitt
(815)539-7068

Robert E. Lewis
Feb. 6, 1957 - April 19, 2025

AMBOY - Robert
E. Lewis (Bobby, Bob-
by-lou, Bob), 68, of
Amboy, passed away
peacefully with his fam-
ily by his side on Sat-
urday, April 19, 2025,
at Goldwater Care of
Princeton.

Per Bob’s wishes, a
private family only ser-
vice was held on Sunday,
April 27,2025, at Horn-
er-Merritt Funeral Home
in Mendota. His niece,
Rev. Maria Bonine, of-
ficiated.

He was born the old-
est of four siblings at
Mendota Community
Hospital on Feb. 6,1957,
to John R. and Carol R.
(Ossman) Lewis.

Bob is survived by
four children, Amy
Smith, Kevin (Kelly)
Lewis, Harley (Steph-
anie) Hayes, and Jeana

(Tony) Lewis; three
siblings, Kathy (Darren
King) Zimmerly, Dawn
(Brian Anderson) Cores,
and Terry (Deana Her-
mes) Wendel; four half
siblings, Darryl Lewis,
Brenda Palmer, Susan
(Hugh) McCoy, and
Connie (Jon) Yambert;
as well as many grand-
children, nieces, and
nephews.

Bob was preceded
in death by his par-
ents, Lee and Carol
Wendel and John and
Judith Lewis; nephew,
John Zimmerly; and
half-sister Sherry Zerbe.
Many who knew him
called him “Crazy Uncle
Bob,” even if he wasn’t
related to them. He en-
joyed junking, riding his
Harley, driving fast cars,
wrenching, and furious
women. During his life-

v

time, Bob accumulated a
treasure chest of stories
and adventures, which
he loved to share with
whoever he met.
Please visit www.
horner-merritt.com to

sign the online guest
book.
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of Worship

First Congregational United Church of
Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032

Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy
815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesdays-Friday Daily Mass at 8 a.m.

First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz
24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682
www.fbcamboy.com

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Confessions: Wednesday 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday 3-3:45 p.m.

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow
912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30 a.m.- noon on Fridays after 8 a.m. mass

Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road,
Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321
¥ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 — Grade 4
10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 — Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. Mary’s Church — West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday — 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass — Friday - 8 a.m.
Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. -
Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Mendota Hills Campg

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh
round ° 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.

The Following Community Businesses Sponsor Area Church News:

First National Bank

in Amboy

Sensient Flavors, LLC.

815-857-3691

Chevrolet

Vaessen Brothers

Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625
815-857-2611

815-849-5232

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home

The Amboy News
815-539-9396
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SCHOOL continued from page Al

“The Amboy Trans-
portation Director Rob
Riley does a great job of
finding vehicles we need
and getting good deals
We run our vehicles
100,000-150,000 miles
before we think about
trading them. Then he
finds the best replace-
ment option.

The board also ap-
proved the memoran-
dum of understanding
between the board and
Amboy Education Asso-
ciation. This allows staff
to use one sick day as a
personal day.

Adam Johnson re-
signed as custodian,
while Kelly Viall was
hired as an agriculture
teacher to replace Lexi
Hilliker, who resigned
at the March meeting,
Brittany Barlow as a spe-
cial education teacher at
Central, and Jill Royer
as a Title I teacher at
Central.

Title 1 is federally
funded and pays for a
teacher and the supplies
to help students become
stronger readers.

Dates were locked in
as the next board meet-
ing will be Tuesday,
May 20, Amboy High
School Honors Night
will be Thursday, May
22, AJHS graduation
is Friday, May 23, and
AHS graduation is Sun-
day, May 25.

March meeting

The Amboy School
Board meeting on March
20 was highlighted by
a visit from Elizabeth
Hennessey from Ray-
mond James Financial
Services.

For the last 16 years,
Raymond James repre-
sentatives have surveyed
the school districts fund-
ing.

“Overall, we’re in
a good financial state

with healthy reserves.
Once again, if we get
crazy with money, it
goes away fast. [f we’re
smart and careful, it will
last us a while,” Nichols
said. “It’s the same as
everything. We have a
good savings account.
We’re very responsible
with our money. If we
keep doing it, we should
be OK.

“It’s nice to get con-
firmation that you’re
doing well and things are
looking good. There is
always room for growth,
always room to move
ahead and adjust.”

This glowing report is
soothing as Amboy has
undergone many high-
cost projects over the
last five years.

A new gym floor was
installed at Central fol-
lowed by a $1 million
adventure to fix plumb-
ing issues underneath
the school and heater
vent replacement.

The junior high was
added on to the high
school, while AHS built
anew gymnasium, office
space, a weight room,
and locker rooms for
$15.8 million.

In the last two years,
the old junior high was
demolished and a new
high school track was
created.

And we can’t forget
about the windows and
doors at Central, the last
of Amboy’s big projects
forawhile, which begins
in May.

“We wouldn’t have
beenable to any of these
other projects if we had
notreceived referendum
and built the new junior
high,” Stenzel said. “Not
having to put all of the
money we were putting
into maintaining the old
junior high, allowed
us to have money for
other projects. If we

were still putting money
into the old school, we
would not have a new
track, we wouldn’t be
talking about windows
and doors at Central,
and we wouldn’t have
been able to fix the
high school’s heating,
ventilation, and air con-
ditioning so we could air
condition rooms.
“None of it would
have happened without
the referendum. It al-
lowed those things to
happen. The old junior
high sucked up every
possible penny and we
still never had enough.”

February meeting

The meeting on Feb-
ruary 20 kicked off with
Amboy Junior High
School Principal An-
drew Full and teacher
Yvonne Hicks present-
ing data on how students
have performed this
school year.

“Overall, trends are
where they are. You
get movement you like
to see here and there,”
Nichols said. “There is
always a focus on the top
kids, but when youmove
the kids who are not on
the top of the class, the
lowest 10 percent, that’s
when it starts to get me
really excited because
moving those kids is
hard.”

Amboy Maintenance
Director Brian Lampe
installed new LED lights
in the Amboy Junior
High gymnasium. Nich-
ols said they make quiet
a difference.

The board approved
two quotes from Roberts
Seal Coating for asphalt
sealing at Central and
AHS.

It was also agreed to
lease twp 41-passenger
buses and buy out two
activity buses.

“We are leasing two

,-:1?  v e A v

'HERE’S
MY CARD!

| ocal Business Guide

2026 41-passenger
school buses. These are
the ones with built-in
child seats because we
use these for our pre-
school route and special
routes to Oregon and
Chana, so we need seat
beats on these,” Nichols
said. “We are also buy-
ing out our two activity
buses. We leased them
in 2020 for $11,398 per
bus. To release new bus-
es is $24, 952 per year,
for the same 14-passen-
ger bus. We thought it
was a good idea to buy
out the ones we have
and have them paid off
for the same amount as
a new lease. They’re
in good shape. We can
probably get another 10
years out of them.

“It’s to the point
where it doesn’t make
sense to lease when the
cost of the lease is more
than the buyout in three
years.

Faith Yocum was
hired as paraprofession-
al at AHS, while Tyson
Powers were named the
freshman/sophomore
baseball coach and Kyler
McNinch was named the
freshman/sophomore
track coach.

“It always appreciat-
ed when Amboy alumni
come back to coach
and teach. It’s good to
see one of my former
students when I was
teaching, Tyson, doing
what he is doing at the
school,” Nichols said.
“The same can be said
for Kyler, who I saw
around the school as an
administrator. It’s good
to see both of them here.
It’s exciting when they
come back and give to
their community.

“We always need
coaches, so it’s good
when we can fill those
roles with Amboy al-
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“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”
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703 lllinois Ave., P.O. Box 300 e Mendota, IL 61342

Office: 815-539-9396 « Fax: 815-539-7862

jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
blachance@mendotareporter.com

REAL ESTATE

AVON COMMUNITY CENTER

akes

Woodhaven :?

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

FUNERAL HOME

MiLm—]ones
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street * Amboy

815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

l zealty
NN

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc.
PO Box 110
Sublette, IL 61367
815-849-5476
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For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

Avon

Rt. 2

gmail.com

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.
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STIHL

tWHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
* Husgvarna Mowers

« Dixon ZTR Parts
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SERVICE

Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

576 N. 3859th Rd. /Jﬂ \
o~

Mendota, IL 61342 * Tyt
N

815.343.4750

mezandmezzzie@ N

AMBOY

COMMUNITY
1| CENTER

Available For
Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. « Amboy, IL 61310

(815) 440-5784 - (815) 857-2324
Holly Bruington - Manager

PRINTING SERVICES

The Amboy
News for your
printing needs!

Call

W,vnnn CLEAN-UP

M““RE MOWING &

MORE
Amboy, IL
17%%61 -1886
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PLUMBING & HEATING

G

PI.IIMBII\IG & I'IEATII\IG, INC.

Heating * Air Conditioning
* Plumbing * Appliances

+ Electrical « Fireplaces

+ Water Softeners * Bath
Remodels

815-882-2111
404 W Main St » McNabb

grassersplumbingheating.com

turn to the experts

Your Business can advertise for
$30.00 per month.
Call the Amboy News at
815-539-9396 today!
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Opinion

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Breaking down the Bears’ 2025 draft

When the No. 10 overall selection in the 2025 NFL
Draft was announced, I was weirdly comfortable.

Let’sfaceit,any Chicago Bears’pick makes all Bears’
fans a little nervous, queasy, uneasy, sick

coordinator with the Detroit Lions.
Kmet is one tight end. The Bears didn’t have anoth-
er tight end to do what Johnson wants to do, so they
grabbed one.

to our stomach, prideful somehow, shame, C olumn Notonly can Loveland run routes, catch
unrealistic joy...every single year, but the ball, gain yards after catch, and pro-
especially when the draft is held at the Bv Brand vide Caleb Williams another option in his
epicenter of Chicago hatred, Lambeau y branaon second year behind center, but the former
Field in Green Bay, Wis. Wolverine is 6-foot-5, 245 pounds and can

When NFL Commissioner, Roger
Goodell, read Colston Loveland, tight
end from University of Michigan as the
Bears’ first round pick, [ was awkwardly
happy and excited.

Notonly does itseem weird to be happy
with a Bear’s pick because, well, it’s a
Bears’ pick, but it also seemed strange
at first because Loveland plays a position
we’ve been confident in with Cole Kmet.

Kmet has been solid for the Bears
since being drafted in the first round of
the 2020 NFL Draft after his career at the University of
Notre Dame. He has been one Bear who has avoided the
calling of his head during the reigns of head coaches’
Matt Nagy and Matt Eberflus, which says something
about his ability and talent.

So, why pick another tight end with a 10 pick?

Because the Bears are finally doing what they should
have been doing since the creation of the draft, choosing
players who fit the system, fit what the coach wants to
do, and who will help the team. For some odd reason,
Chicago never gets it right.

The funny thing is, a lot of people were complaining
on Facebook about the Bears selecting a position they
already had filled.

But they didn’t.

New coach Ben Johnson runs a two-tight end for-
mation, almost to perfection. His system carved up the
Bears’ defense time after time when he was the offensive

LaChance

help the offensive line with linebackers and
edge rushers.

The offensive line has been pinpointed as
aneed for the Bears, deservedly so. Instead
of wasting the 10th pick on an underwhelm-
ing offensive guard, they grabbed Loveland
who will be a dual threat as a receiving and
blocking tight end.

I’m not saying he is going to be a hall
of fame player or is going to become the
best player in this draft, which would be
amazing if it did happen, but it was a smart
decision for Chicago to add depth to the offensive
weapons, add to the outside of the offensive line, and
play to Johnson’s strengths.

For this Bears’ fan, it was refreshing.

Then the Bears added another offensive skill player
with the 39th pick in the second round in wide receiver,
Luther Burden III, from University of Missouri.

Although I hope he is awesome and he adds a great
third layer of receiver options with D.J. Moore and Rome
Odunze, this is where the gripes of not choosing another
offensive lineman or a defensive player, anywhere on
the defense, can come in.

With Moore, Odunze, Kmet, and Loveland, plus run-
ning back D’Andre Swift, there were already multiple
receiving options. The other units, however, are very
thin and need as much extra help as possible.

I would have gambled with a big guy up front on
either side of the line, a pass rusher, a linebacker, rather
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ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[OO0 years ago
M hgl 92

and a downpour of
rain swept this vicinity causing con-
siderable damage to farm buildings
throughout the countryside. The
greatest loss came from broken
window lights. Howard Miller in
Bradford lost 72 windows and Au-
gust Bohn had to replace 14 lights.

75 years a
May 4,19 O

Comes sprmg, and thoughts of
Amboy High School music depart-
ment turns to (among other things)
their annual Spring Music Festival.
And following the thoughts comes,
of course, the actual work necessary
before the festival is ready for pre-
sentation. Director J. Edward Coe
will present for the public’s enter-
tainment, the result of the efforts.

50 years ago
Magl l97g

Gov. Dan Walker examined a
hazardous, one-lane concrete slab

road from West Brooklyn to U.S.
Route 30 to be widened into a full-
fledged highway in the Accelerated
Building Program.

Amboy’s Volunteer Firemen were
called to the U.S. Route 30 and 52
intersection, three miles north of
Amboy, when it was feared fire
wouldresultafteraloaded FS tanker
was rammed by another semi-trailer
truck. No fire resulted and the driver
of the tanker escaped serious injury.

The 1975 District Chess Tourna-
ment was held in the Amboy High
School library. The top two teams
will go to the state finals at Rantoul.
Amboy finished third behind Elgin
St. Edwards and Aurora Central
Catholic.

ears ago
rllg ZOgOO

Lee County State’s Attor-
ney ] Ofﬁce has worked on balanced
and restorative justice for years, but
only recently did legislative changes
make iteasier to undertake. Together
with representatives from the Lee
County Sherift’s Office, Lutheran
Social Services of Illinois, Sinnissip-
piCenters and ajuvenile courtjudge,

the State’s Attorney’s Office has
blazed a trail into the interactive
justice following an amendment
to the Juvenile Crime Act by the
state of Illinois.

It’s asign of the times. With the
progress of technology and cen-
tralization of emergency services,
the Amboy Fire Department will
soon close down its local emer-
gency phone number, according
to Assistant Fire Chief Marvin
Spears.

Playing at Plaza Cinemas in
Dixon are Erin Brockovich, Fre-
quency, and 28 Days

Amanda Streit, of Sublette, a
member of the Amboy FFA chap-
ter, won the State Environmental
Science Award at the State FFA
Proficiency Awards Day held at
the University of Illinois.

Besides being good friends,
Kevin Hopper, Ryan McCoy, Cody
Darbe and Jason McLaughlin have
a lot in common. The four juniors
at Amboy High School are the
mortar in the foundation of the
Clippers 400 and 800 relay teams.
They’re preparing for a successful
postseason with hopes to take a trip
to the IHSA State Meet at Eastern
[llinois University.

than picking another receiver.

Then, the complaints from me were silenced when
they picked up Boston College’s Ozzy Trapilo, a 6-foot-
8, 316-pound offensive lineman.

He was just what the Bears’ fans wanted ordered,
and it made the Burden III pick a little easier to digest.

Being optimistic in the offseason and during the
draft comes back to haunt Bears’ supporters, but I was
raising my level of, ‘Let’s go,” volume when they took
Shemur Turner (offensive lineman from Texas A&M)
in the second round with the 62nd pick, traded with the
Buffalo Bills to get the 132nd and 169th picks (fourth
and fifth round) while releasing the 109th pick (fourth
round) to the Bills, picked up Ruben Hyppolite I (a fun
name to spell and say) from University of Maryland
with the 132nd pick, then traded with the Rams for a
sixth round pick in the 2025 draft and a fourth round
pick in 2026.

The Bears ended 2025 with a defensive back in the
firth, another offensive lineman in the sixth, and a run-
ning back in the seventh.

Again, they did what they usually don’t do, grabbed
what they needed to fill holes, to placate to their new
coach, and to add stability to the units which seemed
unstable at times.

I’'mnot hyping myselfup to think the Bears are going
to be a playoff team, but they will be fun to watch this
year. Let’s just hope a Hail Mary doesn’t delate the
2025-26 season.

Established in 1854
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Editor
Brandon LaChance
blachance @mendotareporter.com

Legals/Circulation/Printing
Jennifer Griffith
Jjgriffith@mendotareporter.com

Account Executive
Brent Hatch
bhatch@mendotareporter.com

SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month,
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks.
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703
lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News
at PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342, or emailed to blachance@
mendotareporter.com.

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

1 year manual pay $59.00
autopay  $50.00

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1 year manual pay  $69.00

auto pay  $60.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8a.m.-4p.m,,
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone 815-539-9396
Website www.amboynews.com
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Senator Li Arellano, Jr. announces over $34,000 in state library grants

Amboy Community Unit School District No. 72 awarded $850

DIXON - State Senator Li Arellano, Jr (R-Dixon)
is proud to announce more than $34,000 in state-spon-
sored library grants have been awarded to public
schools throughout his district.

The annual grants, administered by the Illinois
Secretary of State’s office, are aimed at supporting
school libraries serving students from kindergarten

through 12th grade.

“These grants are a great win for our students,
educators, and communities,” said Senator Arellano.
“School libraries are more than just books, they’re
learning hubs that promote literacy, access to tech-
nology, and academic achievement. I’m proud to see
our local schools receiving these important funds to
strengthen those resources.”

The library grants can be used for purchasing
books, e-books, audiobooks, periodicals, multilin-
gual materials, updated technology, and educational

programming.

The following school districts in the 37th Senate
District have received funding:

Amboy CUSD 272 — $850.00

Ashton-Franklin Center CUSD 275 — $850.00

[llinois Valley Central UD 321 — $1,697.43

Dixon CUSD 170 — $1,999.22

Dunlap CUSD 323 — $4,132.07

Erie CUSD 1 — §850.00

River Bend CUSD 2 — $850.00
Geneseo SD 228 — $2,078.87
Germantown Hills SD 69 — $850.00
Leland CUSD 1 — $850.00

Bureau Valley CUSD 340 — $850.00
Mendota CCSD 289 — $850.00
Mendota High SD 280 — $850.00
Morrison CUSD 6 — $850.00

Princeton Elementary SD 115 — $850.00

Princeton Township High SD 500 — $850.00

Princeville CUSD 326 — $850.00

Ohio Community High SD 505 — $850.00

Ohio Community SD 17 — $850.00

Wallace CCSD 195 — $850.00

Polo CUSD 222 — $850.00

Riverdale CUD 100 — $876.15

Prophetstown-Lyndon-Tampico CUD 3 — $850.00

Rochelle CCSD 231 — $1,235.46

Rochelle Township High SD 212 — $850.00

Rock Falls Elementary SD 13 — $850.00

Rock Falls Township High SD 301 — $850.00

Indian Creek CUSD 425 — $850.00

Sterling CUSD 5 — $2,624.91

Steward Elementary SD 220 — $850.00

For a full list of Illinois schools receiving library
grant funding, please visit the Illinois Secretary of

State’s website.

Illinois OSHA providesresourcefor state fire departments

SPRINGFIELD —The
[llinois Department of
Labor’s Division of Occu-
pational Safety and Health,
in collaboration with the
Office of the Illinois State
Fire Marshal, Illinois Fire
Service Institute, Illinois
Fire Chiefs Association
and Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System-Illinois have de-
veloped a sample incident
command, accountabili-
ty, and mayday standard
operating guideline for
structure fires.

While IL OSHA re-
quires fire departments
that perform interior fire-
fighting to have an incident
command, accountability,
and mayday policy, IL
OSHA does not require
use of this specific standard
operating guideline.

The sample SOG was
developed using the fol-
lowing goals:

To provide abasic SOG
(it is three pages) that fire
departments without an

incident command, ac-
countability, and mayday
SOG can easily adopt and
implement.

To provide an SOG that
couldbe adopted verbatim,
adopted with modifica-
tions, or used as a tool to
compare a department’s
current SOG to the sample
SOG.

To strike the balance
between firefighter safety
and operational effec-
tiveness.

To combatthe “NIOSH
5” fatal factors of fire-
fighter deaths and injuries
on the fireground.

“l am thankful for
the time and effort the
working group took to
put together this sample
SOG,” said IL OSHA
Chief Erik Kambarian.
“During ILOSHA inspec-
tions, we continue iden-
tify fire departments that
lack these safety-critical
guidelines. These sample
guidelines fill that gap.”

“The collaboration
between these groups is
a crucial step in ensuring
that firefighters across
[llinois are united in their
efforts and equipped with
the tools they need to
respond safely and ef-
fectively,” said State Fire
Marshal James Rivera.
“By strengthening this
partnership, we are not
only enhancing efficiency
in fire response but also
prioritizing the safety of
our firefighters during
emergency situations.”

“This statewide collab-
oration is a great exam-
ple of affiliate agencies
aligning to support fire-
fighters and departments
across Illinois,” said IFSI
Director James Keiken.
“This partnership will
deliver best practices that
prioritize operational ef-
fectiveness and firefighter
safety.”

“By working with IL
OSHA, we’ve created a

simple, adaptable policy
thatkeeps firefighters safe
and helps manage fire-
ground activities, ensur-
ing the best outcomes for
every fire and protecting
our communities,” said
IFCA President Chad
Hoefle.

The sample SOG is
available at osha.illinois.
gov/fire.

Occupational safety
and health standards
enforcement for em-
ployers in Illinois is
a shared responsibility
between the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor (federal
OSHA) and the Illinois
Department of Labor (IL
OSHA). Federal OSHA,
an Administration under
the U.S. Department of
Labor, covers all private
sector workplaces while
IL OSHA, a Division of
the Illinois Department
of Labor, covers all state
and local government
workplaces.

W N

S'Fonc[s.u’: Memonies

to the sample below:

The memorials will be similar

We remember those who have passed away and are especially dear to us.
On Wednesday, May 21 The Amboy News will publish a special Memorial Day page devoted to those

who are gone but not forgotten.

Andrews, David C.
July 10, 1961-May 5, 1980

May God’s angels
guide you and
protect you
throughout time.

Always in our hearts,

and Family
(SAMPLE)

John and Mona Andrews

His hand.

joy and laughter.

remain.

happiness.

(actual size)

Name of deceased

If you wish, select one of the following FREE verses below
to accompany your tribute.

We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3 Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of

4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with you
until we meet again.

5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you again in God’s heavenly glory.

6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your smile fills us with

7. Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always

9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
11.  You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
12. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.

13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
14.  We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and

15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send $10.00 per listing. Your special
tribute will become a permanent memorial record in our paper.

Deadline - Thursday, May 15, at noon

Fill out the form below and mail or drop off in our dropbox located at:

245 E. Main St., Amboy
The Amboy News, PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day Page on May 21.

04232025

Relationship to me

Date of birth

Additional information

Number of selected verse

Date of passing

Print your name here

Address

City

State

Phone number

Deadline is Thursday, May 15, at noon.

State police targets
human trafficking

SPRINGFIELD-The
Illinois State Police con-
tinues to combat traf-
ficking, including human
trafficking.

ISP Director Brendan
F. Kelly, along with key
stakeholders representing
human trafficking survi-
vors, law enforcement, and
support service providers
appeared before the Senate
Criminal Law Committee
to speak to Senate Bill
2323 on Tuesday, March
18.

The proposed legisla-
tionincludes development
of a strategic plan to
improve the victim-cen-
tered, trauma-informed
law enforcement response
to individuals who have
been trafficked, as well
as developing training
standards for detection, in-
vestigation, and response
to human trafficking.

“Human trafficking
can come in many forms,
from commercial sex
acts to forced labor,”
said Director Kelly. “Be-
cause human trafficking
has many faces and can
happen almost anywhere,
it is important to have a
comprehensive, statewide
trauma-informed response
that encompasses those
who may come in contact
with individuals who are
being trafficked, such as
law enforcement, child
services, case workers,
treatment providers, and
others.”

To combat human
trafficking, one of the
most underreported and
under-identified crimes,
the ISP Trafficking En-
forcement Bureau (TEB)
conducted seven human
trafficking demand sup-
pression operations in
2024, resulting in 31
arrests and 90 criminal
charges.

Charges filed during the
seven operations include
Indecent Solicitation of a
Child, Traveling to Meet
a Child, Grooming, So-
licitation to Meet a Child,
Unlawful Possession of

a Controlled Substance,
and Armed Violence — all
felonies. In addition to
the demand suppression
operations, ISP obtained
charges in three more
cases, including charges of
Involuntary Servitude and
Promoting Prostitution.

Since TEB’s creation
in 2022, more than 1,200
ISP officers have received
human trafficking aware-
ness training, and more
than 130 officers have been
trained in advanced inves-
tigative techniques related
to human trafficking in-
vestigations. In 2024, ISP
partnered with the Texas
Department of Public
Safety to provide Inter-
diction for the Protection
of Children (IPC) training
for front-line officers to
recognize signs a child
may be a victim, at-risk of
victimization, or missing.

ISP continues to devel-
op and support victim-cen-
tered human trafficking
investigations and plans
to conduct at least one
operation each month. ISP
works closely with local
law enforcement and com-
munity organizations to
provide essential services
to those who have been
trafficked, including medi-
cal, mental, and substance
use treatment, as well as
food, clothing, short and
long-term housing, finan-
cial aid, and help obtaining
legal assistance.

Every year, millions of
men, women, and children
are victims of trafficking
worldwide, including in
the United States and
in Illinois. The signs of
human trafficking can be
subtle. To learn more,
visit Recognizing the
Signs | National Human
Trafficking Hotline. Ifyou
suspecthuman trafficking,
contact the National Hu-
man Trafficking Hotline
at 1-888-373-7888 or
text *233733. For more
information visit www.hu-
mantraffickinghotline.org.
You can also email ISP.
CrimeTips@illinois.gov.

Email news items
to
Amboy News Editor
Brandon LaChance
at
blachance@
mendotareporter.com
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Illinois Campgro

AMBOQOY —The Illinois
Campground Association
held its annual Spring
meetings on April 8-9
with a robust number of
member and non-member
parks represented at each
location.

Nine parks were rep-
resented at the April 8
meeting hosted by BIJ
and Jennifer Davis at
Rustic Acres Jellystone
ParkTM in New Douglas.
Seventeen parks were
represented at the April 9
meeting hosted by Nanette
Gillanat Green River Oaks
Resort in Amboy. Among
the attendees were repre-
sentatives from four pro-
spective ICA campground
members.

Meeting host BJ Davis
said both meetings were
resounding successes. “We
were thrilled to see such a
strong turnout, especially
at the northern meeting,
where attendance exceed-
ed expectations. It was
truly a pleasure to connect
with both familiar faces as
well as new and prospec-
tive members, reinforcing
the strength of our com-
munity. These meetings
are a vital opportunity
for collaboration, sharing
insights, and learning from
one another. We look for-
ward to continuing to grow

und Ass

Christine Taylor, Esq. of the 1

=

ociation holds t

address attendees at the meeting of the Illinois Campground Association held
April 9 at Green River Oaks Resort.

Photo contributed

together and advancing
the camping industry in
[linois.”

ICA President Jamie
Rogers, owner of Mendota
Hills Campground was
equally impressed by the
turnout. “This association
hasn’t experienced this
level of attendance at a
spring meetup for more
than a decade. It was
great seeing many existing
members but also meeting
many new park owners
and managers. There is
no doubt that park owners
are eager to connect with
one another, exchange
ideas, discuss the unique
challenges they face daily,
and benefit from a proac-

tive executive director,
his team, and board of
directors who keep up
with currentissues and add
value to the membership.

ICA’s executive di-
rector Don Bennett, Jr.,
organized the meetings
along with the board of
directors. He provided an
update on association ac-
tivities and governmental
affairs, including new leg-
islation. He also reviewed
the growing list of member
benefits and services that
have been integrated into
the association’s offerings
in the past year.

“Our members have
more opportunities than
ever before to leverage

discounts and vital services
that not only offset their
dues investment but sup-
port and strengthen their
businesses,” Bennett said.
“The Spring meetings are
terrific platforms for us to
get that message hitting
home with our members
and prospects.”

New benefits and ser-
vices include the asso-
ciation’s affiliation with
Hospitality Connections
and implementation of
a legal services hotline
provided by the law firm
Goldberg Segalla.

Guest presenters in-
cluded Heidi Doyle, Ed-
ucation and Strategic
Relationship Coordinator

for Utility Supply Group,
Jeff Lazarus an d Robin
Lazarus, owners of Smart
Industry Products, and
Christine Taylor, Esq.,
a Partner at Goldberg
Segalla.

Hot topics discussed
at the meetings included
submetering, county-level
taxation, credit card sur-
charges, and the overall
cost of doing business.

Rogers noted, “There
were numerous new ben-
efits introduced over the
past few months to dis-
cuss, along with excellent
cracker barrel sessions,
pressing issues impacting
parks that we plan to ad-
dress, and an excitement
for how our association is
growing.”

Bennett was particu-
larly proud to present the
updated and expanded
edition ofthe 2025 Illinois
camping guide, designed
by the team at Merchantry
Tourism, LLC and print-
ed at Breese Publishing
in Breese, IL. The latest
edition doubled in size
to 32 pages, features new
advertising from desti-
nation marketing orga-
nizations, and increased
production to 30,000
copies. Distribution so
far has been increasingly
robust, including 22 RV

WO spring meetings

and consumer shows, with
more shows slated for the
late summer/fall. Bennett
reported that the guide has
been well-received at Il-
linois Travel Plazas, with
all locations requesting
more guides shortly after
receiving their first bulk
quantities.

For the first time, the
new camping guide has
been digitized and pre-
sented on I[CA’s website at
www.illinoisgocamping.
com.

In addition to presen-
tations and discussions,
attendees enjoyed lunch
and a tour of the host
facilities.

For parks and industry
suppliers interested in join-
ingtheIllinois Campground
Association, visit Www.
illinoisgocamping.com, or
request a form at info@
illinoisgocamping.com.

About ICA: The I1li-
nois Campground Asso-
ciation is a not-for-profit
organization of privately
operated campgrounds
dedicated to improving
family camping in Illi-
nois through education,
promotion, and support
for its members and al-
lied suppliers. More in-
formation is available at
www.IllinoisGoCamp-
ing.com.

lllinois Valley Symphony Orchestrato present season finale, “A Dazzling Finale”

OGLESBY — The
[llinois Valley Symphony
Orchestra will present its
75th anniversary season
finale concert, A Dazzling
Finale, at 7 p.m. Saturday,
May 3 in the Dr. Mary
Margaret Weeg Cultural
Centre at Illinois Valley
Community College.

The performance marks
the final concert for Music
Director and Conductor
Daniel Sommerville, who
will retire after the season
concludes.

Sommerville, who has
led the orchestra with
distinction since 2019,
is stepping down to re-
locate to Tennessee. His
tenure has been marked
by artistic excellence and

musical growth within the
orchestra.

Also retiring is IVSO
Manager Barbara Lu-
kancic, whose service to
the orchestra spans more
than 60 years. Lukancic’s
decades-long dedication
has been integral to the
orchestra’s continued suc-
cess and outreach in the
Ilinois Valley.

A public reception will
be held following the
concertto honor both Som-
merville and Lukancic for
their many contributions.

The evening’s pro-
gram opens with Jo-
hann Strauss’s Voices of
Spring waltz, which was
performed on IVSO’s in-
augural concert 75 years

ago. The concert will also
featurerising star violinist
Anton Carus, winner of
the International Louis
Spohr Competition for
Young Violinists in Ger-
many. Carus will perform
Jean Sibelius’s Violin
Concerto.

The program con-
cludes with Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s Sympho-
ny No. 5, celebrated for
its sweeping melodies,
brooding intensity and
triumphant conclusion.

The concert serves as
both a capstone to the
IVSO’sdiamond anniver-
sary season and a heartfelt
farewell to two of its most
dedicated leaders. Tickets
(320 general admission,

Rep. Fritts honors
local women at
Women to Watch

SPRINGFIELD-State
Representative Bradley
Fritts (R-Dixon) welcomed
Dallas Knack and Dr. Jenni-
fer Hintzsche to the Women
to Watch Event in Spring-
field.

The event consisted of a
breakfast, listening session,
networking lunch, and infor-
mational seminar fromother
women in leadership roles.

“l was thrilled to wel-
come Dallas Knack and Dr.
Jennifer Hintzsche to the
Women to Watch Event,”
said Rep. Fritts. “Both Dallas
and Jennifer are incredibly
accomplished women who
are dedicated to making our
community a better place.”

DallasKnackisadedicat-
ed community leader with
various local organizations,
including the Sauk Valley
Community Leadership Pro-
gram, the Creating Entrepre-
neurial Opportunities (CEO)
Program, Sterling Main
Street’s Economic Vitality,
the Sauk Valley Under 40
group, and is the executive
director for the Sauk Valley
Chamber of Commerce. A
dedicated alumna of Alpha
Gamma Delta, Dallas serves
as a volunteer advisor to
two collegiate chapters and
facilitates the Empower
Leadership Program for
young women across the
United States and Canada.

Dr. Jennifer Hintzsche
was the first individual to
receive a Ph.D. in Bioin-
formatics (Biology and
Computer Science) from
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity in 2014. During her
postdoctoral tenure at the
University of Colorado, she
made significant strides in
cancer genomics that se-
cured million-dollar grants,
papers, and clinical trials.
Dr. Jennifer’s research
portfolio includes over 25
peer-reviewed scientific
articlesand 800+ citationsin
prestigious academic jour-
nals. She also pioneered the

firstand only FDA-cleared,
sterile, at-home insemina-
tion kit, The PherDal Kit,
which has led to hundreds
of women who were previ-
ously declared ‘infertile’ to
have babies.

Rep. Fritts concluded,
“This event was an incred-
ible opportunity for Dallas,
Jennifer, and dozens of other
women from across Illinois
to meet and network with
other emerging women
leaders. I was honored to
welcome both of these ac-
complished women, who
call the 74th district home,
to Springfield.”

$5 for college students w/
ID, and free for students
K-12th grades) and ad-
ditional information are
available at www.ivso.
org.

All IVSO venues are
accessible and compliant

with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Ques-
tions about accommoda-
tions should be directed
to accessibility@ivso.org.
This concert is sponsored
by Illinois Cement Com-
pany and the Blouke and

Marianne Carus Founda-
tion. The IVSO thanks its
2024-25 season sponsor,
the Miller Charitable
Trust. This program is
partially supported by a
grant from the Illinois Arts
Council Agency.

Reports:
Properties:

Cash:

Shares:

Paid Claims:

Available for return to owners:

Cash & Share Value Returned:

I

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT
unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov

Visit

www.illinoistreasurer.gov/icash
to see if you have
unclaimed property.

Need internet access?

Visit your local public library.

Reported to Treasurer’s Office 9/1/24 — 2/28/25

$319,107,087.72

Returned to Owners 9/1/24 — 2/28/25

ILLINOIS STATE TREASURER
MICHAEL W. FRERICHS

CASH

DISCOVER WHAT'S YOURS

These Properties have been placed in the custody of the State Treasurer, to whom all further claims
must be directed. Information regarding the amount or description of the property and the name
and address of the holder may be obtained by any persons possessing an interest in the property at
www.illinoistreasurer.gov or by addressing an inquiry to the state treasurer: Illinois State Treasurer’s
Office, Unclaimed Property Division, PO Box 19495, Springfield, IL 62794-9495.

Over $5 Billion

$139,634,883.87

11,365
1,311,734

33,665,202

233,819




PAGE 10 « SEC A « AMBOY NEWS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2025

SPORTS

AHS baseball on three-game
winning streak; back above .500

AMBOY - With two wins over Polo
and a victory over Orangeville, the Am-
boy baseball team is on a three-game
winning streak and is above .500 for the
season with a 9-8 record.

The Clippers had back-to-back games
against Northwest Upstate Illini Confer-
ence South Division foe Polo on Tuesday,
April 22 at Polo and Thursday, April 24
at Amboy City Park.

Amboy won the first game 14-10 and
the second game 6-1.

In the first matchup with Polo, the
Clippers scored eight runs in the top of
the second inning and six runs off of four
hits in the top of the fourth inning.

Senior Brody Christoffersen was the
starting pitcher allowing three hits and
three runs (one earned) while striking
out six and walking two. Senior Eddie
Jones and sophomore Tanner Welch both
pitched in relief.

Amboy tallied 12 hits with Chris-
toffersen accredited for with two hits

and three RBI. Senior Quinn Leffelman
also tallied two hits while junior Rylan
McNinch stole three bases.

The second game against the Marcos
wasn’t as close as senior Carson Bar-
low earned the win on the mound with
two allowed hits and one surrendered
run while striking bout out seven and
walking two.

McNinch led the Clippers with three
RBI while Leffelman was 3-of-4. Bar-
low and freshman Landon Carter had
multiple hits.

To close for comfort, Amboy beat Or-
angeville Saturday, April 26 in walk-off
fashion when freshman Bryson Deery
singled to bring in a run in the bottom
of the seventh inning for a 6-5 victory.

Carter was the starting pitcher as he
allowed four hits and three runs while
striking out four and walking two in four
innings.

Senior Caleb Shugars, Leffelman, and
Deery each drove in a run for Amboy.

s _-'.H-]I il =l e
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Have you seen a frosh/soph baseball game yet?
If you answered no, you’re missing out. Don’t miss out and get to the ball park
before the season is over. The Amboy freshman-sophomore baseball team would
love to see you there. The team is represented by, front row, Brdyen Boyer.
Middle row, Jose Lopez, Jason Dickison, Grady McLaughlin, Caiden Heath,
James Williams-Davis. Back row, Gage Mumm, Dom Fonderolli, coach Tyson

Powers, Colt McCoy.

Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

EDGINGTON — The Amboy
Lady Clippers will compete in the
Taylor Ridge (Rockridge) Class 1A
Girls’ Sectional Track & Field Meet
to be held Wednesday, May 14 in
Edgington. Field events begin at 4
p-m. and running events will start
at 5:30 p.m.

Joining Amboy in the sectional
will be Cambridge [Coop], DePue,
Erie [Coop], Fulton (H.S.), Fulton
(Unity Christian), Granville (Put-
nam County), Kewanee (Wethers-
field) [Coop], Manlius (Bureau
Valley), Morrison, Orion, Peru

Amboy girls track will travel to Edgington
for Class 1A Rockridge Sectional

(St. Bede), Port Byron (Riverdale),
Rock Island (Alleman), Spring
Valley (Hall), Sterling (Newman
Central Catholic) and Taylor Ridge
(Rockridge).

First- and second-place winners
and those who meet or exceed the
qualifying standard in each event,
including relay teams, will advance
to the State final meet.

The IHSA State Meet is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 22 through
Saturday, May 24 at O’Brien Stadi-
um on the campus of Eastern Illinois
University in Charleston.

Amboy Community Unit
School District #272

May 5

AHS Varsity Softball (H)
Indian Creek-4:30 pm
EARLY DISMISSAL-
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

DAY-AHS-11:18/AJHS-11:20-

Central-11:25

AHS Drum Major Workshop-

Auditorium-3:00 pm
Teacher Appreciation Week

May 6

AHS Boys Track @
Pecatonica-4:00 pm

AHS Varsity Softball &
Baseball @ Milledgeville-
4:30 pm

May 7
AHS Drum Major Workshop-
Auditorium-3:00 pm

May 8

AHS Girls Track @
Dakota-4:00 pm

AHS Varsity Softball &
Baseball (H) Milledgeville-
4:30 pm

May 9
AHS Drum Major Tryouts-
Auditorium-3:00 pm

May 10
AJHS Track Sectionals @
Erie HS-TBA

Slide ends with win against Forreston

AMBOY — The Am-
boy softball team were
adding tallies in the
wrong column for the
last couple of weeks on
routine basis until they
played Forreston Mon-
day, April 28 at home
where the Lady Clippers
secured a 9-3 win.

Freshman Tinley
Whitney recorded the
win in the circle with

eight strikeouts, three
walks, and three allowed
hits.

At the plate, sopho-
more Leighton Gulley
was 2-of-4 with two
singles, junior Brittlyn
Whitman was 2-of-4
withatriple, asingle, and
two RBI, junior Peyton
Payne had a single and
four RBI, and senior
Tyrah Vaessen was 1-of-

3 with a double and an
RBI.

The win came after
three loses earlier in the
week to Polo, twice, and
Serena.

Amboy (4-12)lost8-7
to Polo on Tuesday, April
22 at Polo, 9-5 to Polo
on Thursday, April 24 at
Amboy, and to Serena,
11-1, on Saturday, April
26 at Serena.
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Young Scholastic Bowl team impressed all

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY - Amboy Scholastic Bowl
Coach Michael Kolton knew his team
was going to be inexperienced compared
to some of the competition.

However, the team full of freshman
and sophomores put in the work to im-
press themselves, the opposition, and
their coach.

“We had a pretty good year. We strug-
gled alittle bit during our varsity matches
because we played a lot of teams that had
seniors and juniors playing,” Kolton said.
“Our underclassmen did very well as
we finished .500 in conference play for
varsity and the junior varsity team only
lost two matches in conference, which
put them in second.

“They worked hard all year. They
worked hard in practice. The biggest thing
is they all enjoyed the year.”

The team’s season ended in early
March after falling Milledgeville at the
eighth-team regional at Ashton-Franklin
Center. The Clippers were down big, made
a comeback, but lost by one question.

Kolton is a second-year teacher and

Scholastic Bowl coach at Amboy after
being at AFC for five years.

He is excited to see what this team
can do next year after he saw the growth
this season.

“We definitely improved throughout
the season. They began to work betteras a
team,” Kolton said. “We figured out what
categories certain people were good atand
worked better with each other during the
teamwork questions. The results didn’t
always show it, but I felt we improved
from where we started in January.”

For the first time in Kolton’s Amboy
tenure, him and assistant coach, Amelia
Hemmen, took the team to Rockford to
participate in a yearly televised compe-
tition.

“We did compete in the State Line
Quiz Bowl in Rockford. It’s on TV every
weekend,” Kolton said. “We lost our
match against Byron early in the year.
We did win the halftime question where
we won a pizza party at Salamone’s in
Rockford.

“Winning the question was one of the
highlights of the season. The kids had fun
and want to do it again next year.”

Who will the Clippers boys track team
compete against in sectional?

EDGINGTON — The
Amboy Clippers will com-
pete in the Taylor Ridge
(Rockridge) Class 1A
Boys’ Sectional Track
& Field Meet to be held
Thursday, May 22 in
Edgington. Field events
begin at 4 p.m. and run-
ning events will start at
5:30 p.m.

Joining Amboy in the

sectional will be Ash-
ton (A.-Franklin Center),
Cambridge [Coop], Erie
[Coop], Fulton (H.S.), Ful-
ton (Unity Christian), Lena
(L.-Winslow), Manlius
(Bureau Valley), Milled-
geville, Morrison, Orion,
Pearl City, Port Byron
(Riverdale), Rock Island
(Alleman), Savanna (West
Carroll, Sterling (Newman

Central Catholic), Stock-
ton [Coop] and Taylor
Ridge (Rockridge).

First- and second-place
winners and those who
meetor exceed the qualify-
ing standard in each event,
including relay teams, will
advance to the State final
meet, which is Thursday,
May 29 through Saturday,
May 31 in Charleston.

Watch out for vehicle, equipment impostor scams

ROCKFORD — The
Better Business Bureau®
(BBB) is alerting con-
sumers and businesses
to a surge in impostor
scams targeting individ-
uals seeking to purchase
vehicles and heavy equip-
ment online. Since 2022,
the BBB has received
over 200 reports from
victims who encountered
scammers masquerad-
ing as reputable sellers,
resulting in substantial
financial losses.

In a concerning devel-
opment, these scammers

are now launching cy-
berattacks on websites,
including BBB.org, in an
attempt to prevent con-
sumers from accessing
complaints, reviews, and
warnings on BBB Pro-
files of legitimate busi-
nesses being spoofed.
Businesses must remain
vigilant against the risks
of online impersonation
and cyber threats, such
as distributed denial of
service (DDoS) attacks.

Dennis Horton, Senior
Director of the BBB
Rockford Regional Of-

fice, says, “Our study
shows these complex
schemes often involve
scammers creating pro-
fessional-looking web-
sites that impersonate
legitimate vehicle and
equipment sale busi-
nesses. These fake sites
advertise sedans, trucks,
SUVs, boats, AT Vs, and/
or farm equipment, at ex-
tremely low prices. Once
the buyer sends payment,
the scammers disappear,
leaving the person with-
out the promised vehicle
or equipment.”
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Vaessen Brothers Chevroletin Sublette is a family-owned and operated business
providing the best in the area service department, a great parts department
and a wide selection of new Chevrolets and used vehicles.

Vaessen Brothers —
99 years and counting

Vaessen Brothers Chev-
rolet, Inc. was started in
1926 by Paul and Ralph
Vaessen as an auto repair
shop. In 1933, the Vaessens
obtained the franchise
with Chevrolet. In 1953,
the dealership expanded.
While repairs were still
being made at the first
location, the new building
(currently known as Rt. 52
Roadhouse) consisted of
a showroom, office and a
three-bay service station.
By 1976, the dealership
was ready for expansion
again to where they are
currently located. In 1977,
Ralph Vaessen retired and
his son, Neal joined the
business.

When Paulretired, Neal
and his wife, Donna,
became full owners of
the business. Their three
sons, Greg (Fixed Opera-
tions Manager), Jeff (Parts
Manager) and Nick (Sales

Manager) have all joined
the business. In 1998,
the business underwent
a remodel in the current
building. Greg’s daughter,
Kourtney joined the busi-
ness as the Internet Man-
ager and is the first of the
fourth generation to join
the business. In the year
of 2012, the dealership
underwent a full remodel
of their building and ex-
panded the showroom by
adding a new-car delivery
stall and two more sales
offices. The remodel was
fully finished in 2014.
The most recent family
member to join the busi-
ness is Jeff’s son, Reece,
who works in the parts
department.

Today the second, third
and fourth generation all
work together to help pro-
vide the customers with the
bestcarbuying experience
in the area.

“Weare afamily owned
and operated business pro-
viding the best in the area
service department, a great
parts department and wide
selection of new Chevro-
lets and used vehicles.”

This year, Vaessen
Brothers Chevrolet, Inc.
will be celebrating 99
years of business. Their
most recent remodel in
2012 changed the front of
the building and the inside
from top to bottom. Come
see how great their build-
ing looks for yourself.

Inthe sales department,
they have sales consul-
tants who have received
the Mark of Excellence
Award for their outstand-
ing work, and in the ser-
vice department they have
ASE and GM Certified
technicians.

They are family owned
and operated — let them
treat you like family too!

VAESSEN BROTHERS CHEVROLET -
Celebrating 99 Years of Servicg!

"GREAT DEALS - GREAT SERVICE

SINCE 1926"

VAESSEN
BROTHERS

CHEVROLET, INC.
HIGHWAY 52

SUBLETTE, IL 61367
800-227-5203

WWWVAESSENBROTHERS.COM

04302025

5 Alarm
Detailing

There are two phrases
you may hear from
Kevin Glenn, owner of
5 Alarm, when detailing
is being discussed or you
may say one of them
when you pick up your
vehicle, “Looking like
new again,” or “Looks
better than the day I
bought it.” 5 Alarm De-
tailing, located at 204 N.
Jefferson Ave. in Amboy,
offers detailing and ce-
ramic coating services
and it sells detailing
products and vehicle
accessories such as truck
bed coverings, running
boards, and floor mats.
5 Alarm Detailing has
been serving vehicles
for six years. Call 779-
861-2308 for detailing
inquiries or check out
beckerdetailingllc.com
to see what the detailing
company has to offer.

204 N Jefferson Ave

5 ALARM DETAILING

Amboy e 779.861.2308 e 5alarmdetailing.com | f Facesook

New Owner, same communlty-based hangout

Itwasn’tajoking matter
when Rachel Miller took
over as the new owner of
The Last Alarm from Barb
Harrison on April 1,2024,
April Fool’s Day.

The new owner laughs
with her customers and
has a good time with her
business endeavor, but
she doesn’t giggle when
it comes to giving back
to the community or the
behind-the-scenes duties
which lead to the fun
hangout offering events,
entertainment and bever-
age specials.

“I’ve worked at The
Last Alarm for 11 years. I
originally took this job to
getout ofthe house. When
someone mentioned Barb
wanted toretire, I couldn’t
imagine working for some-
one else because I knew I
would be left to answer a
lot of questions on how de
do this or how do we do
that. I kind of went into it
as I either buy the bar or
I’m not doing it at all.

“It’s business as usual.
We will still have Queen
of Hearts on Wednesdays.
We have Trivia on Tues-
days. Both events have
been great because you
can drink or not drink
and still enjoy yourself.
And we’re planning on
utilizing our indoor and

patio space as much as
possible with bands and
entertainment.

“We have our everyday
drink specials posted on
our board inside the bar
and on weekends we’ll
put a chalk board on the
sidewalk showcasing what
we have as well.”

The Queen of Heart
drawing has become a big
event as the winning pot is
split between the winner,
a non-profit organization,
and 10 percent goes back
into the pot for the next
drawling.

Teen Turf, the Amboy
Lion’s Club and the Am-
boy Fire Department have
beenbeneficiary organiza-
tions of Queen of Hearts
previously, while Buddy

Bags for the Lutheran
Church will receive a
donation from the current

game.

Giving back to the com-
munity through Queen of
Hearts was important to
Harrison and is as equally
important to Miller.

The new owner has
already brought in a DJ
and plans to schedule
entertainment throughout
the year.

Of course, customers
cansitinside and enjoy the
scenery, or they can listen
to music while relaxing
with a drink outside on the
patio, which was created
only three years ago.

For information about
The Last Alarm, call 815-
857-3483.

Like us on

Facebook

Celebrating 20 years in business!

*Owner Rachel Miller*

Daily Drink
Specials!

43 S East Ave. * Amboy, IL
815-857-3483

04242024

Orzech Towing

Orzech Towing is celebrating its 1st anniversary as a repair shop for all auto-
mobiles, semi-trucks, and trailers and 24-hour towing service located at 301
N. Richmond St. in Subletee. Ethan Orzech, 30, from St. Charles and has lived
in Compton for the last eight years, previously had a tow yard in Compton,
which began in 2019. When Chris Leffelman was looking to sell Leffelman Auto
Repair, Orzech felt the Sublette location would be a great way to expand his
services. In his words, “Business has picked up since I’ve opened in Sublette
and being along Rt. 52.” Orzech towing has traveled as far as the Wisconsin
border and Chicago suburbs.

301 N. Richmond St.,
Sublette

RZ
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815-343-8047

Auto Truck And Tow LLC

¢ 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing

& Recovery

¢ Auto Truck Repair
* Emergency Roadside Assistance

e Fuel Delivery

¢ Flat Tire Changes

¢ Lock Out Service
¢ Secure Impound Yard

¢ Jump Starts
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171 Years

The Amboy News

Since 1854
PO Box 162 * Amboy
www.amboynews.com
(815) 857-2311

85 Years

First State Bank

Since 1940
Mendota ¢ West Brooklyn ¢ LaMoille
firststatebank.biz
800.362.9623
Member FDIC

58 Years

Gerdes Truck
Sales, Inc.

Since 1967
128 S. Mason Ave., Amboy
(815) 857-3722
www.gerdessales.com

54 Years

Woodhaven
Lakes Realty

Since 1971
509 LaMoille Rd.
Sublette
815-849-5476
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115 Years

Jones-Berry
Lumber Co.

Since 1910
1S. Commercial * Amboy
(815) 857-2525
www.jonesberrylumber.com
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54 Years

Woodhaven
Association

Since 1971
509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette
815-849-5209

www.woodhavenassociation.com
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Years of Continuous
Service to the Community

99 Years

Vaessen Brothers
Chevrolet, Inc.

Since 1926
Highway 52, Sublette, IL
(815) 849-5202 (800)227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

.........

53 Years

Green River Oaks
Camping Resort

Since 1972
1442 Sleepy Hollow Rd.* Amboy
(815) 857-2815
www.greenriveroaks.com

53 Years

Mihm-Jones
Funeral Home

Since 1972
303 E. Main St. * Amboy
(815) 857-2611 * www.thejonesfh.com
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50 Years

Sensient Flavors

Since 1975
25 E. Main St. * Amboy
(815) 857-3691

39 Years

Meusel’s Dairy
Delight

Since 1986
303 Mason Ave., Amboy
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9 Years

Amboy
Food & Liquor

Since 2016
242 E. Main Street, Amboy
(815) 857-7020

9 Years
Main Street Repair

Since 2016
205 W. Main St. * Sublette
(815) 849-5225

6 Years

Orzech Auto
Truck and Tow

Since 2019
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette
815-343-8047

9 Years

Becker Autobody,

Inc.

Since 2016
33 S. East Ave. * Amboy
(815) 857-2632

925

Years of Continuous
Service to the Community

24 Years

Working and Living in Amboy. Helping
you buy and sell all properties.

River Country
Properties

Since 2002
(815) 973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net

21 Years

The Last Alarm
“Firehouse Pub”

Since 2004
43 S. East Ave. Amboy
(815) 857-3483

9 Years

Two Sisters on Main
Gaming Parlor

Since 2016
234 E. Main St., Amboy

8 Years
Erbes Realty, LLC

Since 2017
1922 Tower Rd. * Sublette
(815) 535-6293
Over 30 Years of Experience
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Jones-Berry Lumber offers convenience
of online shopping for their customers

NES-BERRY
Jl?umber offers even
more convenience
for their customers with
their website www.jones-
berrylumber.com. This
user-friendly website
makes it easy to browse
Jones-Berry’s comprehen-
sive catalog of hardware
items and place orders
from the comfort of home.
Shoppers now have
instant online access to
Jones-Berry’s vast array
of merchandise including
handtools, electrical, lawn
and garden, power tools
andaccessories, plumbing,
automotive, fasteners,
heating and cooling, sport-
ing goods, hunting, fishing
and camping supplies,
hardware, housewares,
office and school supplies,
paint and sundries.

Customers are invited
to check out the website,
where they will also find
details about the product
lines Jones-Berry carries
and a convenient link to
e-mail questions or submit
an order.

After more than 100
years serving Amboy and
the surrounding area, the
Jones-Berry Lumber Com-
pany is pleased offer this
technology while staying
true to their commitment
of customer service, which
hasbeen theirmissionright
from the start.

The lumber company
began with William Jones,
a farmer and businessman
bornandraised in Bradford
Township, who formed the

lumber company in 1910.
Jones was committed to
“reasonable prices and hon-
orable methods™ a practice
that is honored to this day.

Over the years con-
struction products and
techniques have changed
butthe commitment to cus-
tomer service remains the
same at Jones-Berry. They
offer personal, friendly,
courteous and honorable
service.

The skilled staff at
Jones-Berry is on hand
to provide a variety of
special services. This in-
cludes custom building in
the shop of storage sheds,
decks, feed bunks, shade
structures for livestock
and recreational furniture.
They can also repair win-
dows, cut pipes, cut keys,
sharpen chain saw blades
and lawn mower blades.
Free estimates are avail-
able for services.

Jones-Berry carries
many popular brand names
in hardware items, paint,
tools, electrical and plumb-
ingsupplies. Namessuchas
Andersen, Valspar, Cabot,
Stanley, National, Cooper,
Genova, Werner, Irwin,
Rust Oleum, Milwaukee,
DeWalt, Kwikset, Schaef-
fer Oil and many more are
on the shelves.

In addition to 20
pound propane exchange,
Jones-Berry handles in-
dustrial gas exchange for
Airgas.

Jones-Berry is open
seven days a week for cus-
tomer convenience. Their
hours are 7 am.—5 p.m.
Monday through Friday,
8 a.m.—3 p.m. on Saturday
and 10 am.—1 p.m. on
Sunday. When you are in
the midst of a project and
find yourself in need of
something, they will be
there to help you out.

PR L, 4at

ber C

1 South Commercial * Amboy, Il 61310
Phone (815)857-2525

LUMBER Western SPF 2x4 & 2x6, premium stud grade 2x4-8 and precuts. Douglas fir 2x8 through 2x12 for

superior framing strength and integrity

PLYWOOD Southern pine sheathing, fir sanded, superply and oriented strand board (OSB)
ROOFING 3 tab and composition architectural shingles, modified bitumen, ice and water shield as well as

roll roofing products

INSULATION faced and unfaced fiberglass, cellulose and blown fiberglass products, insulated sheathing
TRUSS Roof truss, floor truss, LVL, Laminated Beams, | joist to 60 feet
CEMENT Portland, Brickset, Premix Concrete products, Cement Block,

Patio Block, Brick

MILLWORK Andersen & Hayfield windows & doors. Insulated doors, moulding, barn sash. EMCO doors.
HARDWARE Name brand builders hardware and painting including Valspar, Olympic, Sikkens, DAP, 3-M,
Makita, Stanley, National, Leviton, Genova and more.

— CUSTOM —

* Decks - supplies or assembled units in a variety of sizes. Featuring #1 SYP, thick deck Ponderosa pine, Trex and

Timber Tech

« Utility buildings from 4x8 to 10x20. Assembled and delivered ready to use.

* Repair: key cutting, chain saw sharpening,
pipe threading

lawnmower blade sharpening, reglazing, rescreening,

* Propane tank exchange and Airgas industrial gas exchange station

SENSIENT
FLAVORS & EXTRACTS

Sensient Flavors and Extracts Group, a unit of Sensient
Technologies Corporation, is a leading global manufacturer and
marketer of flavors and exfracts.

25 E. Main St., Amboy, IL
www.sensient.com
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First State Bank is at the forefront of technology in a competitive financial world

4 First State Bank is cel-
. ebrating over 85 years of
A A community banking in the
X Mendota area. Founded in
' 1940, First State Bank has
transformed over the last
eightdecades from a small
single-location facility on
Washington Street into
a 19-branch strong $1.5
billion financial institution
with a presence from St.
Charles to Champaign.
What hasn’t changed,
though, is our commitment
to community banking —
offering the high-quality
financial products like
the big banks, but with
the personal community
banking touch you’ve
come to depend on.
From high Interest
FSBPremier checking to
Treasury Management
Services, we offer a full
suite of personal and
business banking options
for every customer. Our
digital banking solutions
—including internet bank-
ing, our mobile app and
FSBDirect — allow you
to seamlessly conduct
business 24/7, wherever
you are. Mobile Pay al-
lows you to add your FSB
debit card information to
your mobile phone for
contactless payments.
Instant issue debit cards
can replace your lost or
stolen card in minutes.
FSBCards allows you to
see every purchase made
with your FSB debit card,
create spending controls,
turn your card on and oft

s
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FIRST STATE Bank =

Member [whdny
FDI Zelleis aperson-to-per-
EQUAL HOUSING C
- LENDER son payment platform.

Zelle is a fast, safe and
easy way to send money
directly between almost
any bank account in the
U.S., typically within min-
utes. With just an email
address or U.S. mobile
phone number, you can
send money to people you
trust, regardless of where
they bank.

Quilo is our online
personal loan officer that
allows you to apply for a
loan in minutes! It won’t
impact your credit score
to apply and there are no
fees, no penalties, and
payments you can afford,
check our website for
more details on all our
products.

As a federally insured
institution, your deposits
are covered by the FDIC’s
general deposit insurance
guidelines. For additional

Start earning 2.00% APY* coverage, check out our

IntraFi deposit products,

interest with an FSBPremier  justask for details.

First State Bank is

CheCkl Nng Account. committed to remain at the

forefront of the technolo-

Scan the QR Code Today tO gy necessary to be compet-

itive in the financial indus-

try, while maintaining our
O pe n yo ur ACCO u nt ' community banking roots.
#comeseeyourfriends.
FSB
FSBPremier Checking s
transformed
Enjoy the perks of higher interest when doing routine activities. Earn 2.00% APY* on over the last
balances up to $25,000 when you meet these qualifications per statement cycle: eight decades
from a small
« Have 10 Point of Sale transactions post and settle smgle.-l.oca.tlon
« 1 ACH Debit/Credit OR Zelle Debit/Credit %’}[ﬂh(tiy tm
i enaota
transaction post and settle .
into
There is no monthly maintenance fee and a low $1 minimum opening deposit. You %;%’;‘:ﬁf‘m
. iion
work hard for your money. Now let your money work for you! .
financial
institution
* APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 3.27.2025 The interest rate and APY depend upon the applicable rate tier. Qualifying ith a
transactions must post and settle to the account during the statement cycle. If qualifications are met each statement cycle: (1) balances up w
to $25,000 receive an APY of 2.00% and (2) balances over $25,000 earn 0.15% APY on the portion of the balance over $25,000, resulting presence
in 0.46% - 2.00% APY depending on the balance. When qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.03% APY. Rates may change after fI‘OIIl
the account is opened. Minimum to open the account is $1.00. $3.00 Paper Statement fee waived when enrolled to receive eStatements. .
Once qualifications are met during the statement cycle, any Nationwide ATM fees incurred during the cycle will be refunded up to $15.00 Champalgn
per cycle. MoneyPass ATM transactions are not subject to fees. The following do not count as qualifying transactions for FSBPremier: to
transfers between accounts, electronic checks, ATM withdrawals and credits to the account via reimbursement to the account’s debit card. St Charles

Limit one account per SSN. Fees could reduce the earning on the account.
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Classified

AMBOY -
’ hearing shall be held as
101 to such Budget and Ap-

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice to the
Residents of the Lee
Community Fire Protec-
tion District:

You are hereby notified
that a tentative Bud-
get and Appropriation
Ordinance for the Lee
Community Fire Protec-
tion District of Dekalb
County and Lee Coun-
ty, lllinois for the fiscal
year beginning May 1,
2025 and ending April
30, 2026 has been pre-
pared and the public no-
tice will be posted in five
places within the Fire
District and also printed
in the Dekalb County
Chronicle and Amboy
News. You are further

propriation  Ordinance
at the Lee Community
Fire Department, Lee,
lllinois on June 5, 2025
at 6:00 p.m.

Cass Larson

Secretary of the Board
of Trustees of the Lee
Community Fire Protec-
tion District.

No. 0409

(April 30, 2025)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not
knowingly accept fraudulent
or deceptive advertising.
Readers are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate all
ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

notified that a public

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can't ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your

hometown newspaper
and the Federal
Trade Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may

301
ANTIQUES

| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique,
I'm interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL  REAL  ESTATE
advertised  herein  is
subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes

ANTIQUES WANTED: it illegal to advertise any

SUBLETTE » WEST BROOKLYN * LEE CENTER * PAW PAW  LAMOILLE

305

GARAGE / RUMMAGE SALES

AMBOY GARAGE SALES

Spring Garage Sale
Sponsored by First United
Methodist Church
First Avenue & Sixth Street Mendota

Friday May 16th

8:30 am - 4 pm

Saturday May 17th  8:30 am - 11 am

1 I
1 I
1 I
1 I
1 Thursday May 15th Noon - 5 pm I
1 I
1 I
[ 4

preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby

HEALTH/PERSONAL/
MISCELLANEOUS

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
AND SUFFERED AN
INFECTION between 2020 and
the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call
Attorney Charles H. Johnson
1-800-535-5727

informed that dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

203

HELP WANTED

601

VEHICLES FOR SALE

S e W

S — b\a,-

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients
build their business, then you may be a perfect
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern lllinois,
helping them market their products and services
through a variety of highly visible, popular and
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a
regular basis to help clients grow their audience
and reach new customers, then we would like to
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent
communication and organizational skills with a
positive personality and team-player approach.
Previous media sales or related marketing

experience is a plus, including print, digital and
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and
career development in this position. We offer a
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader

ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068

or email to

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE

N ROCHELLE Lea der

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.

No phone calls please.

/ cooled seats, & More!

$36,900

2021 Chevy 1500 LTZ Crew Cab 4x4 Z71

2021 Chevy 1500 LTZ Crew Cab 4x4 Z71, 63K Miles, Blue, GM
Certified, 1-owner with topper, running boards, leather interior, heated

CHEVROLET

e 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

® 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

® 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
e 24/7 Roadside Assistance
e 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and

Reconditioning Process
® 3-Day/150-Mile Customer

Satisfaction Guarantee

2023 Chevy 150
Miles, White

Miles, Blue.

Miles

rew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K

2022 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 59K

2021 Chevy 1500 Z71 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ

$39,900 Topper, 63K Miles, Blue

$22,900 Miles, White

$20,900

2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, 70K

$29,900

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 111K 2017 GMC 1500 Double Cab SLE, 89K Miles, Gray

$22,900

Miles, Maroon

77K Miles, Red

$16,900 Silver.

2020 Chevy Equinox Premier AWD, 100K 2016 Chevy Equinox AWD LTZ 4-cyl, 64K Miles,

$13,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Longbox LT 4x4 Z71,

$25,900

03262023

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind..

STAY TOP

OF MIND

With Local
Consumers

It's a Smart Investment

Stay Top of Mind and Save
With Our Monthly and
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Advertise With Us

Esanihed i 1854

The Ambny News

Nearly

10%

815.539.9396

of US. adults
read newspapers
each month.

shrisnguitnssages IT°9 TIME
build ind ‘
o 10 ADVERTISE

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

Toutof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
ina circular.

FIND

GMF Financing or Leasing

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC, (15 as0-5232

1-800-227-5203

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

HIGHWAY 52

SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.

ROADS

Subject to credit approval.

Going once... going twice...

sOLD! L

from a live auction

A live auction can be a great place to source
cattle. If you're on the fence about going to a
cattle auction in your area, here are four good
reasons to attend.

1.

You'll have access to a variety of animals.
You'll be able to view and bid on a large va-
riety of cattle of different breeds and pe-
digrees. If you buy cattle privately, you'll have
to visit numerous farms to see the same kind
of selection.

. You'll get good value for your money. At a

cattle auction, you'll be able to negotiate a
fair price for the cattle you want. Conversely,
if you buy cattle from a private farmer, they
set the price and often won't consider negotia-
ting.

The benefits of purchasing cattle

3. You'll be certain of

1

your investment. I

you purchase cattle from a live auction, the
animals come with health papers. This al-
lows you to rest assured knowing the cattle

you buy are in good health. These papers

aren't required when selling cattle privately.

4. You'll be able to network. Attending a cat-

tle auction will give you the opportunity to get ||
to know other people and organizations in

the agricultural industry. This can be useful S\ Ulelg[0) ) S eif]0)]

for promoting and expanding your business.

If you're still hesitant about attending a live
cattle auction, don't be afraid to ask the more
seasoned farmers in your area for their advice.

Deadlines
Friday

at 12 pm noon
Call 815-539-9396

NEED A

WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would
be glad to lend

a helping hand!

excellent reasons

advertising strengthens your brand image and
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs
change from day to day. Regular advertising
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing
your company when they need your specific
product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you
must remain top-of-mind with your desired
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to
when they need a product or service? You know
the answer.

4. T0 GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or
service is advertised several times, it's bound to
pique consumer interest. What do you have to
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to
ensuring your message reaches your target
audience. It's much the same as learning a new
skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7.T0 SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising
space in your local newspaper is a great way to

benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising
multiplies your chances of increasing your

revenues.

.

A

$

.0
¢
iilil
°]
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THE FARMER’S REPORT

Habitat incentive programs aid landowners, wildlife

By HANNAH SPANGLER
FarmWeek

The Pheasants Forever
and Quail Forever organiza-
tions are assisting landown-
ers in establishing pollinator
or wildlife habitats that ben-
efit upland birds, grassland
birds and farmer profitability.

“WhenImeetwithaland-
owner, the first thing [ want to
do is understand their goals,
what resources they have
and if they have cropland,”
said Caleb Worley, a farm
bill biologist with Pheasants
Forever and Quail Forever,
during a wildlife habitat
educational program Feb. 6
in Bureau County.

Recognizing that dif-
ferent practices work for
different people, Worley
helps landowners select the
edge-of-field or whole-field
practice that best meets their
needs. He also assists in
navigating the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)
and Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP),
which offerservices like cost

Dozens of waterfowl gather in rural Fulton County. Landowners in Illinois have several
options to help establish pollinator or wildlife habitats that benefit upland birds, grass-
land birds and boost farmer profitability. (Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek)

shares, incentive payments
and signing bonuses.
During the program, part

fied by FSA as CP43 prairie
strips, CP33 habitat buffers

of the University of Illinois
Extension’s Sustainability
on the Farm series, Worley
told FarmWeek that he
recommends CRP for those
with cropland. Administered
by the Farm Service Agency
(FSA), CRPs provide rental

for upland birds and CP21
filter strips. These practices
can improve water quality,
reduce erosion and create
wildlife habitats.

“We had a producer
implement 10.1 acres of
CP33 habitat buffers along

their timber. This increased
their yield by 13 bushels
per acre,” Worley said.
“This was on corn which
increased their profitability
by $13.44 per acre overall,

payments and financial assis-
tance for establishing cover
crops or habitats.

Most edge-of-field prac-
tices fall under Continuous
CRP, including those classi-

increasing the return on their
investment by 10.6%. So, it
is a way for you to increase
profitability on your farm
and you’re getting some
pretty good habitat.”
Worley noted that most
General CRPs are whole-
field practices, such as es-
tablishing pollinator habitats.
While the maximum pay-
mentis slightly lower than in
Continuous CRP, capping at
$240peracre, General CRPs
have no acreage minimum,
making them suitable for

landowners not wanting to
enroll many acres.

Farmers and landowners
looking for the right pro-
gram can contact Worley at
cworley@pheasantsforever.
org, their nearest FSA office
or their county’s Pheasants
Forever biologist.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the lllinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)

T ONCE - BUILD IT RIGHT

BUILD |

MAZEﬁUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848

lllinois’ longest operating lumberyard
continues to thrive along Peru’s historic
riverfront. Maze Lumber has been providing
top quality building materials to lllinois Valley
contractors and homeowners for 176 years,
still owned by the founding fathers (Maze).

Located in a 15,000-square foot showroom
and office, we offer building materials for
the modern home as well as a full line of
the traditional lumber items used in home

building, commercial construction, and
industrial applications. Our experienced

sales staff takes pride in their ability to
provide knowledgeable assistance along
with prompt delivery at reasonable prices.

WINDOWS

ANNIVERSARY

1848-2025

DECKING& LOORING

BV &

STONE, SIDING & ROOFING

mazelumber.com

Water Street, Peru | 815-223-1742

g

LaSalle & Lee County Soil And Water

Conservation District And The Businesses

i / '\ ‘
“THE LIVING SOIL”

While most of us seldom come in daily contact with soil, we all depend on soil for our daily survival, according to organizers of the Soil and Water Stewardship Week
observance. In generation after generation, it is important to bring full attention back to the central theme - the living soil sustains all life on earth. Without the soil,
nothing lives. Conservation districts work to protect healthy soils that in turn support a healthy environment, and healthy environments support healthy life.

On This Page Encourage Everyone To Observe

SOIL & WATER
STEWARDSHIP WEEK

April 27 - May 4, 2025

We eat the food, drink water, breathe the air, and enjoy the views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests on a regular basis and understand what those lands need
from us in order to sustain the living soil. However, the local district has suggested three things each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of our soil

resources:

1. Protect the soil from wind or water erosion by keeping healthy plants growing on the surface.
2. Restore & maintain organic matter in the soil, such as grass clippings or tree leaves (compost).
3. Protect soil life by using the least amounts and least toxic materials to control pest problems.

FIRST STATE BANK

B

VAESSEN

BROTHERS

CHEVUROLET, INC,
]

706 Washington St |1 1403 13th Ave.
Mendota
firststatebank.biz | 800.362.9623

Member

Brivic fXOMm

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

Rt. 52 N. Sublette, IL,
Ph. 815-849-5232 +

or 1-800-227-5203

FINANCIAL 4

Your full-service, member-owned financial
institution. Membership open to the community.

www.financialplus.org

= EXCESS SHARE
ESIRe et

lus

CREDITIUNION

Mendota ¢ Peru * Ottawa
Morris ® Diamond

“The more
than one company

At agency”

With locations in:

Earlville ® 246-8261

Mendota ® 539-5651 |

O

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

A University of Illinois doctoral student plans to
map the grassland habitat across Illinois. (Photo by
Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek)

NASA invests in
U of I doctoral student’s

grassland research

By HANNAH SPANGLER
FarmWeek

A University of Illinois doctoral candidate received
a $150,000 investment from NASA to create a detailed
grassland map using remote sensing.

Wendy Dorman, the recipient of the prestigious three-
yearresearch grant, plans to map grassland habitats across
[llinois — where 99% of the prairies have vanished.

Her goals include finding out which habitat features
are most important for endangered birds to maximize
best practices to protect them in the small amount of
grassland available.

“I’ve been really frustrated by the lack of available
data to use when trying to understand what’s happening
to birds,” Dorman said, adding that current research is
notatthelevel needed for making management decisions
and conducting effective modeling.

Dorman will use remote sensing, which involves
using satellite imagery to collect information, to produce
a high-quality map of the cold and warm season grasses
in grasslands across the state.

She believes this will help provide targeted support
to individual bird species based on their survival needs.

“It’s important for conservation and for management
and wildlife or other environmental reasons that we
have a good idea of where grasslands are and what their
qualities are,” said Mike Ward, U of I professor in the
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental
Sciences (NRES).

The research can also benefit farmers enrolling in
conservation programs and help enhance habitats for
birds like quail and pheasants, Ward explained. The
detailed maps can show where to place grasslands to
maximize agricultural and new environmental benefits.

Ward told FarmWeek that the use of remote sensing
in grasslands is a lot like the use of precision technology
in agriculture. They are working with small amounts of
grassland and using technology to optimize conservation
practices.

“Astrategic placement of habitat can go a long way,”
he said. “Right now, it’s kind of overwhelming to have
so much information and so much data. But as we go
on, all this information will keep on coming in and we’ll
be able to do a better job of managing our resources.”

Research has already started on a small scale, and
Dorman and her team are preparing to ramp things up.
This semester, she will work with students from natural
resources and environmental sciences, computer science
and physics to bring together the different disciplines
needed for the project.

She hopes to have preliminary results around March
or April before moving into fieldwork throughout the
spring and summer. The fieldwork will help compare
satellite data with real-life observations.

“Youneed to actually physically go into the field and
see what is on the ground,” Dorman said. “We don’t
just trust the models that we produce, we compare them
against what’s actually in the field.”

(This story was distributed through a cooperative
project between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more food and farming news,
visit FarmWeekNow.com.)

1609 1st Ave.

PO Box 110
Mendota, IL, 61342

ommitted to \S
improving the
value and quality

of feedstuffs, providing a
nutritional platform for §
animals to achieve their

Providing nutrition
products and programs
to producers of meat,
milk and eggs for more

and, ultimately, supportin than 40 years.

producers as they delivers 5%
safer and more nutritious 8 o
food to the consumer. ®

FEED INGREDIENTS

Pd RIDLEY

an /\"'ec"pc ompany %%Sws

Mendota

Springfield
.

FTOCIEL0

Ridleyfeedingredients.com

HCC, inc.

140 Years of Farming Innovation

1501 1st Ave., Mendota
815-539-9371 | HCCINC.COM

§03152023

UNTZ Truck & Trailer Repair, Inc.
24-HOUR ROAD SERVICE

uUnNnT=

TRUCK TARRILER REPRIAR

BRUCE UNTZ
President

B15 224 2675

3460 Brennen Drive * Peru, lllinois 61354

(815) 224-2675 * Evenings: (815) 223-5381 / (815) 343-8701
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THE FARMER’S REPORT

USDA published an interim rule establishing guidelines for climate-smart crops used as biofuel feedstocks as well
as a Feedstock Carbon Intensity Calculator. (Photo by Catrina Rawson, Illinois Farm Bureau)

USDA posts interim climate-smart agriculture guidelines

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

USDA published an interim rule es-
tablishing guidelines for climate-smart
crops used as biofuel feedstocks, as
well as a Feedstock Carbon Intensity
Calculator.

The 83-page interim rule establishes
guidelines for quantifying reporting and
verifying the greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions associated with the produc-
tion of biofuel feedstock commodity
crops grown in the United States.

The rule includes three primary
feedstock crops: field corn, soy and
sorghum. It also covers climate-smart
agriculture (CSA) practices that could
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions or sequester carbon.

Notably, the interim rule allows
for adoption of CSA practices both
individually or in combination, pro-
viding farmers the flexibility to adopt
the CSA practices that make sense for
their operation.

“(The rule) reinforces the important
role climate-smart agriculture plays
in our rural economy, including in
fueling clean transportation solutions,
as well as the importance of providing
pathways forunbundled, science-based
accounting of the carbon benefits of cli-
mate-smart practices that help farmers
earn more for what they grow,” said John
Podesta, White House senior adviser for
international climate policy.

The covered CSA practices include
reduced till, no-till, cover crops, and
specified nutrient management prac-
tices, such as nitrification inhibitors,
no fall application of nitrogen, and split
in-season application of nitrogen.

Farmers can calculate farm-specific
carbon intensity (CI) scores in line with

the standards of the interim rule using
the USDA Feedstock Carbon Intensity
Calculator (USDA FD-CIC), which is
a sub portion of the Greenhouse Gases,
Regulated Emissions, and Energy Use
in Technologies (GREET) model. The
calculator was published in its beta
version with USDA collecting feedback
before it’s finalized.

Data that must be input into the
calculator, which can be found at bit.
ly/4jfkjq2, includes farm location, crop
type, yield, acreage and information on
CSA measures on covered crops.

“Establishing quantification and
verification standards for climate-smart
practices helps to ensure that the net
GHG emissions reductions from these
practices are real, thereby improving
credibility and confidence, which could
facilitate market opportunities for U.S.
farmers growing biofuel feedstocks,”
according to a USDA news release.

The interim rule includes guidelines
on the following:

* Biofuel feedstock crops and entities
in the biofuel supply chain

* Quantification of farm-level
crop-specific carbon intensity

* Chain of custody standards for
entities in the biofuel supply chain, in-
cluding traceability and recordkeeping
standards

* Auditing and verification require-
ments

* Climate-smart agriculture practice
standards for the biofuel feedstock crops
included under the rule.

The interim rule establishes vol-
untary guidelines that may inform
the development of requirements for
programs that incentivize low-carbon
feedstocks. In January, the U.S. Trea-
sury Department announced its intent

to propose rules for the Clean Fuel
Production Credit, often referred to
as 457, with plans to utilize USDA’s
proposed interimrules for climate-smart
agriculture.

USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack told
reporters the Trump administration has
additional work to do on 45Z, and the
expectation is they follow through onthe
guidance. He added that the incoming
administration can use USDA’s new
guidelines and calculator in finalizing
tax credit rules.

The interim rule also lays out
verification requirements, including
accredited third-party verifiers auditing
asample of the farms supplying reduced
Clcrops. All entities from the first point
ofaggregation to the biofuel refiner must
hire a third-party verifier to conduct an
audit annually.

In the case of markets for transporta-
tion biofuel feedstocks, this traceability
and verification system could allow
entities such as farmers, elevators,
otherintermediary storage facilities and
biorefineries to sell products with en-
vironmental attributes such as reduced
emissions.

“Insome cases, selling a product with
an environmental attribute could enable
these entities to earn a premium price
for growing, handling and otherwise
helping to move reduced-CI biofuel
feedstock through the supply chain,”
according to the rule.

USDA is opening a public comment
period for 60 days. Read the interim rule
at bit.ly/3DXDeWb.

(This story was distributed through
a cooperative project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press As-
sociation. For more food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.)

Extension Sustainability on the
Farm program series cultivates

knowledge and inspires action

OGLESBY — University of Illinois Extension, serving
Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, and Putnam counties, recently
concluded its “Sustainability on the Farm” program series,
equipping local farmers and landowners with valuable
knowledge and practical tools to enhance their agricultural
operations while prioritizing environmental sustainability.

The series, held throughout winter 2025, featured five
engaging sessions led by industry experts from organizations
including The Wetlands Initiative, Pheasants Forever Quail
Forever, American Farmland Trust,and USDANRCS. These
sessions covered diverse critical topics, providing partici-
pants with actionable insights and strategies to implement
on their land.

The program schedule included:

* Cover Crops: Participants gained a comprehensive
understanding of the benefits and implementation of cover
crops for soil health and environmental improvement.

« Wildlife Habitat: Farmers explored strategies for creating
and maintaining wildlife habitats within their agricultural
landscapes, promoting biodiversity and ecosystem health.

* Conservation Tillage: Attendees learned about various
conservation tillage practices and their impact on soil con-
servation, water quality, and farm profitability.

* Edge of Field Practices: The session focused on the
implementation of edge-of-field practices, such as buffer
strips, filter strips, and constructed wetlands, to minimize
nutrient runoff and improve water quality.

e Cost Share Programs: Participants gained valuable
insights into available federal, state, and private cost-share
programs and funding opportunities to support their adoption
of sustainable agricultural practices.

“We are thrilled with the overwhelming positive response
to the ‘Sustainability on the Farm’series,” said Emily Hansen,
Commercial Agriculture Educator. “The active engagement
and thoughtful questions from participants showed a strong
commitment to sustainable agriculture in our community. We
are grateful to our expert speakers and partner organizations
for their contributions to this successful program.”

Already, program participants are making changes on
their land, with one stating that their grant application had
been approved to restore a portion of their farm with native
prairie. And another pursuing the installation ofa constructed
wetland on their farm.

The University of Illinois Extension remains committed
to providing educational resources and support to farmers
and landowners in their pursuit of sustainable agriculture.
Future programs and initiatives will continue to address the
evolving needs of the agricultural community and promote
responsible land stewardship. More information about future
programs can be found at go.illinois.edu/BLMPAg.

[llinois wheat checkoff
referendum passes 207-69

Monarch butterflies proposed as threatened species

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) is propos-
ing federal protections forthe
monarch butterfly.

The service proposed to
list the monarch butterfly
as a threatened species and
designate critical habitat un-
der the Endangered Species
Act (ESA).

According to a notice in
the Federal Register, USF-
WS determined the monarch
butterfly meets the definition
of a threatened species due
to the ongoing impacts from
loss and degradation of hab-
itat, exposure to insecticides
and the effects of climate
change.

“To improve future con-
ditions so that the monarch

Loans and Lines of Creditare ™
subject to creditapproval.

migratory populations sta-
bilize and grow, we need
to (1) achieve a significant
increase inthe availability of
milkweed and nectar plants
in monarch breeding and
migratory areas; (2) protect
and enhance overwintering
habitat; (3) avoid and min-
imize impacts to monarchs
and their habitat from insecti-
cides and herbicides; and (4)
maintain public support for
the conservation of monarch
butterflies,” it is written in
the notice.

“Because of the monarch
butterfly’s general habitat
use and wide distribution, all
sectors of society, including
the general public, have an
opportunity to participate in
a broad range of conserva-
tion efforts throughout the
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species’ range.”

The listing proposal is
accompanied by a proposed
4(d) rule that offers spe-
cies-specific protections and
flexibilities to encourage
conservation and a proposed
“critical habitat” designa-
tion for the species at its
overwintering grounds in
4,395 acres in coastal Cali-

SPRINGFIELD-Illinois
wheat producers approved
a measure to bring a wheat
check-off program to the
State of [llinois. By a vote of
207 to 69, producers passed
a referendum to implement
a voluntary wheat check-off
program with a 1.5 cent per
bushel assessment rate.

The referendum result
was announced after the
[llinois Department of Ag-
riculture (IDOA) completed
its review of the ballots and
certified the statewide vote
total. In the coming weeks,
the Illinois Wheat Checkoff
Committee, in conjunction
with the IDOA, will be
implementing procedures
for the fall 2025 election

of members to the Illinois
Wheat Development Board.
The program will go into
effect Jan. 1, 2026.
TheIllinois Wheat Devel-
opment Act was passed into
law to foster the development
ofnew markets for wheatand
wheat products, to provide
research, enhance production
and enable the wheat industry
toadaptto changing markets.
“Agriculture is our state’s
#1 industry, and we are proud
tobethe#11 producerofwheat
in the nation, producing 60.2
million bushels in 2024,” said
IDOA Director Jerry Costello
11. “The wheat check-off will
foster continued growth, po-
sitioning Illinois as a global
leader in wheat production.”

fornia. Federal agencies are
prohibited from destroying
ormodifying areas with that
designation.

For more information,
visit bit.ly/30Q4ZIT.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)
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L Store Hours

Everyday, 7am-10pm

Deli Hours
Everyday, 9am - 7nm

Grocery delivery for

citizens - in town only.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

disabled & senior

Sale Prices Valid April 30th - May 7th e Limited Quantities ® While Supplies Last

Soup Is Back At The

Now/Accenting
EBT|Link{Cars]

Potato Yukon

Gold Or Red
3 Lb Bag

Limes

Avocados

Roma Tomatoes

Navel Oranges
4 Lb Bag

1Lb Bag

3119

3159 Ay

) .\ . D Q

vs3 sl P29 4%
Bolthouse Farms | Corn On The Cob || Seedless Mini Tri-Color Peppers || Florida Seedless
Baby Carrots Cucumbers 3 Pk Watermelon
6 Pk

HOT BUYS

Beef Skirt Steak
Per Lb

Reg. Price $12.99 Ib

Plain Chicken Breast

Reg. Price $4.49 b

Pork - Bone In Pork
Chops

$299

Reg. Price $3.49 Ib

Deli Special - Spicy
Chicken Sandwich

Deli Special - Any Kind
Of Wraps

,,,..-..

Food Club Milk Gal 2%
B2

Reg. Price $4.29 ea

Tostitos
12 Oz

Reg. Price $5.99 ea

Pepsi Products
24 Pk Cans

10%

Reg. Price $14.99 ea

Deli Summer Special
Lunch Meet HAM Or
Turkey

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Food Club Bacon Food Club Waffles
16 Oz 12.30z

El-Monterey Burritos
Or Chimichangas
3041032 Oz

$ 2/$ o
699 b 999
Reg. Price $8.99 Ib Reg. Price $6.99 ea Reg. Price $1.99 ea Reg. Price $6.59 ea
Food Club Food Chub Food Club Wide Awake Food Club
Meatballs Cottage Cheese || Apple Sauce Coffee Pods Cooking Spray
26 Oz 24 Oz 6 Pk 10 Ct 50r60z .
5499 2/87 $199 $499 $199 E
Reg. Price $5.99 ea Reg. Price $3.99 ea Reg. Price $2.59 ea Reg. Price $5.49 ea Reg. Price $2.79 ea
Food Club Dressing || Old EI - Paso Pace Salsa Or Crav'n Flavor Potato Chips| | Coke Products
160z Enchilada Sauce Picante Sauce 7.75108.5 Oz 24PkCans

10 0z 16 Oz = v
2/$ 2/$ S 2/$ $

4 = } ¢ 299 J5 14%)

Reg. Price $2.49 ea Reg. Price $2.49 ea Reg. Price $3.79 ea Reg. Price $2 99ea Reg. Price $16.99 ea

Sale Priced Valid April 30th - May 7th
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