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officers awarded
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Department recently
honored its officers with
awards. Page 5
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School boards see new members

City council, park board to remain constant

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE—During
the April 1 Consolidated
Election, five community
members ran for four open
board member positions
on the Rochelle Township
High School District Board
of Education.

Earning board member
seats were Robert Chad-
wick (961 votes, 23.65
percent), Trisha Vaughn
(887 votes, 21.83 percent),
Joel Thompson (812 votes,
19.98 percent) and Janet
Kacvinsky (741 votes,
18.23 percent). Falling
short was Bill Ravnaas
(663 votes, 16.31 percent).
Thompson, Chadwick and
Ravnaas were incumbents.
Vaughn and Kacvinsky
will be new to the board.
Vaughn previously served
ontheRochelle Elementary
School District Board of
Education.

For the Rochelle Ele-
mentary School District
Board of Education, four
community members and
write-in spots ran for four
open four-year terms as
board members. Elected
from the unincorporated
area was Stephanie White
(666 votes, 27.57 percent)
and a write-in candidate
that will be determined

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
During the April 1 Consolidated Election, five
community members ran for four open board
member positions on the Rochelle Township
High School District Board of Education.

when election results are official. Elected from
the incorporated area were Evan Tracy (599 votes,
24.79 percent) and Ashley Jackson (579 votes, 23.97
percent). Sara Harley (572 votes, 23.68 percent) fell
short in the incorporated area. Based on existing
board membership, no more than two candidates
could be elected from the incorporated area.

Tracy and the eventual write-in candidate will
be new to the board. Jackson and White were in-
cumbents. Trisha Vaughn and Dave Casey were
longtime elementary school board members that
did not seek reelection.

The Rochelle City Council will notsee any change
following the Consolidated Election, as incumbents
Dan McDermott (446 votes), Rosaelia Arteaga
(444 votes) and Kate Shaw Dickey (445 votes) ran
unopposed Tuesday.

The Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District
Board of Commissioners will also remain constant,
withincumbents Tim Hayden (633 votes), Dale Wells
(681 votes) and BT Carmichael (676 votes) running
unopposed Tuesday.

See ELECTION RESULTS page 2

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

At its monthly meeting Wednesday, the Creston
Village Board of Trustees heard a presentation from
Tim Hayden of Hayden Real Estate on progress
regarding the building of new homes that has been
taking place in the Creston Commons subdivision.

Hayden makes presentation
on subdivision progress

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its
monthly meeting Wednes-
day, the Creston Village
Board of Trustees heard
a presentation from Tim
Hayden of Hayden Real
Estate on progress re-
garding the building of
new homes that has been
taking place inthe Creston
Commons subdivision.

Hayden provided trust-
ees with information on
plans for new home lo-
cations along with nav-
igating and fixing water
service issues for the new
homes. Seven new home
permits wererecently sub-
mitted for the subdivision,

six of which will be built
by Hayden. Two ofthe lots
have been sold to other
private owners.

Hayden said a total
of 14 building permits
have been issued since
subdivision building work
has started. Five homes
are currently being built.
The new homes have been
sized around 1,600 square
feet and are priced be-
tween $300,000-315,000.

“We are not only build-
ing, but we are thankfully
having a little success
in sales and pre-sales,”
Hayden said. “I would say
everything is going well
for the most part.”

See CRESTON pg 3

Jan. 7 fire that injured 4 at Silgan Containers started
due to employees burning isopropyl alcohol
State fire marshal report: Propane heater was not source of fire flash

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE —A Jan.
7 fire flash that injured four
employees at Silgan Con-
tainers at 400 N. 15th St.
in Rochelle was caused by
employees burning isopro-
pyl alcohol, a Illinois State
Fire Marshal report on the
incident said.

The News-Leader pre-
viously reported that the
incident was caused by
a propane heater, which
was not the case. The state
fire marshal’s report said
that three of the injured
employees fabricated that
story initially.

At3:52a.m.onlJan.7the
Rochelle Fire Department
was dispatched to Silgan
Containers for the report
of a small explosion, no
fire and two injuries. After
arriving on scene, RFD
personnel found there had
been a total of four injuries.
One patient suffered minor
burns to their hands and
opted not to be transported.
Those that were transport-
ed suffered “serious, but
not life-threatening” burn
injuries and went to burn
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

A Jan. 7 fire flash that injured four employees at Silgan Containers at 400 N. 15th St. in Rochelle was
caused by employees burning isopropyl alcohol, a lllinois State Fire Marshal report on the incident said.

units at OSF St. Anthony Medical
Center in Rockford, RFD Chief
Dave Sawlsville said.

The fire flash took place in an
enclosure in the business’s parking
lotthatisused forsmokebreaks. The
tent did have a propane heater in it
for warmth during winter months,
but that was not the cause of the
fire flash. The state fire marshal’s
reportsaid thatemployeesinthetent
would burn pie plates of isopropyl
alcohol foranadditional heatsource.

report said.

One employee took a gallon jug of
isopropyl alcohol and poured it into
the pie plate to keep the fire going,
which caused the large fire flash.
The state fire marshal’s report
said the fire flash was not caused
intentionally. Employees told the
false propane heater story at first
because of fear that they “would
be in trouble,” the state fire marshal

One employee suffered a broken
back from fallingoverarailingwhile

realizing their clothes were on fire.
Another sustained burn injuries to
their face, right hand, right leg and
torso. The third employee received
significant facial burns, burnstoboth
hands and neck burns.

The investigation into the inci-
dentwas done by State Fire Marshal
Special Agents John McGee and
Darren Briggs, RFD Lt. and Inves-

tigator Tyler Carls, and Rochelle

Police Department Detective Elvis
Baneski.
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$349 million lottery ticket sold in Cortland, winner has not come forward

CORTLAND - 1It’s
been over a week since a
single Mega Millions tick-
et sold in Illinois won an
astonishing $349 million
jackpot. Yet, the mystery
remains — who is the
lucky winner?

The Illinois Lottery is
eagerly awaiting the win-
ning ticket holder to step
forward and claim their
life-changing prize.

This historic win marks
the fourth time in nearly
four years that an Illinois
Lottery player has won a
Mega Millions jackpot. It
also brings Illinois’ total
Mega Millions jackpot
wins to 16 since the game
began in 2002.

The $349 million win-

ning ticket was purchased
at Casey’s General Store,
locatedat 70 S. Somonauk
Road in Cortland for the
March 25 Mega Millions
drawing.

“It’s the talk of the
town, and the store is still
buzzing with excitement,”
said Kim Shaw, Casey’s
district manager. “This is
the biggest jackpot-win-
ning ticket our store has
ever sold. We’re thrilled
for the winner, and self-
ishly, we hope it’s one
of our regular customers
— keeping the winnings
in the community would
make it even more spe-
cial.”

Casey’s General Store
in Cortland also gotapiece

of the celebration. For
selling the winning ticket,
the retailer will receive a
cash bonus of $500,000.
The Illinois Lottery
reminds the winner that
they have 12 months from
the draw date to claim
their prize. To ensure their
winnings are protected,
the Lottery has three key
pieces of advice for the
newly minted millionaire:
Sign the back of the
ticket and keep it some-
where safe.
Seek professional fi-
nancial and legal advice.
Call the Lottery Player
Hotline at 1-800-252-
1775 to arrange a private
appointment to claim the
prize.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

Casey'’s district manager, Kim Shaw (right), takes a celebratory photo with her
staff after selling a winning Mega Millions jackpot ticket worth a whopping $349

million.

RMU honored with national award for outstanding safety practices

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Municipal Utilities
(RMU) has earned the
American Public Pow-
er Association’s Safety
Award of Excellence for
safe operating practices in
2024. The utility earned a
Diamond award.

“We’re proud of our
safety culture at RMU.”

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said. “This
award is a testament to
the safety culture we have
built and the hard work
that goes into ensuring
that our team members
have a safe work envi-
ronment.”

More than 200 utili-
ties entered the annual

Safety Awards for 2024.
The entrants are placed
in accordance with their
number of worker-hours
and ranked based on the
most incident-free re-
cords and overall state of
their safety programs and
culture during 2024. The
incidence rate is based on
the number of work-relat-

ed reportable injuries or
illnesses and the number
of worker-hours during
2024, as defined by the
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration
(OSHA).

“Harnessing electric-
ity to keep our commu-
nities powered is vital
work that can be dan-

gerous, even deadly, if
the proper attention isn’t
paid to tried-and-true
safety practices,” said Jon
Beasley, chair of APPA’s
Safety Committee and
vice president of Electric
Cities of GA. “This award
honors utilities that hold
fast to these practices and
— in doing so — put the

safety of their personnel
and their customers above
all else.”

APPA has conducted
the Safety Awards an-
nually for more than 66
years. APPA is the voice
ofnot-for-profit, commu-
nity-owned utilities that
power 2,000 towns and
cities nationwide.
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Ogle County as a whole saw an 18.7 percent voter turnout, with 6,450 ballots cast out of 34,449 total voters. 4,685 ballots were cast at the polls, 602 early ballots were
cast, and 1,163 vote by mail ballots were cast. The results of the April 1 consolidated election will be considered unofficial for the coming weeks until the results are

certified.

ELECTION RESULTS: Over 6,000 local voters cast ballots in Ogle County

From page 1

The Flagg-Rochelle
Public Library Board of
Trustees will remain the
same, with incumbents
Lanning Nicoloff (585
votes), Darci Waltrip (680
votes), and Teresa Hag-
gestad (699 votes) running
unopposed for four open
four-year terms Tuesday.

Forthe Village of Cres-
ton Board of Trustees,
Village President Tom
Byro (84 votes) and Vil-
lage Clerk Jennifer Payton
(82 votes) ran unopposed
Tuesday. For two four-
year terms on the board of
trustees, Justin Hibshman
(64 votes) and Curt Ward
(42 votes) ran unopposed
Tuesday with the possible
exception of a write-in
candidate that could be
tallied and determined
later on. Hibshman would
be new to the board. In-
cumbent Greg Hopkins
(85 votes) ran unopposed

Tuesday for a two-year
term on the board as well.

Patricia Garcia will be
remaining on the Village
of Hillcrest Board of
Trustees for a four-year
term after being recently
appointed and running
unopposed (50 votes) on
Tuesday. There was no
candidate for one other
two-year term on the
board.

The Steward Village
Board saw Hugh McKiski
(27 votes) retain his vil-
lage president position and
William Wasilewski (21
votes), Erik Maertz (20
votes) and Zach Burkhart
(17 votes) ran unopposed
for three trustee positions.

Eric Grendahl (144
votes) defeated John
Nicholson (44 votes) for
Franklin Grove village
president.

Tim Henert (150 votes)
defeated John Martinez
(113) votes for Ashton
village president.
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Three candidates ran
for four open spots on the
Creston-Dement Public
Library Board of Trustees
Tuesday, with Alan Po-
lansky (70 votes), Molly
Johnson (81 votes) and
Deanna Forrest (95 votes)
earning spots.

For Dement Township,
Amy Kerns (83 votes,
69.6 percent) defeated
Angela Ward (38 votes,
31.4percent) forthe office
ofclerk. Therest ofthe po-
sitions within that town-
ship saw unopposedraces,
with Michelle Coglianese
(111 votes) earning the su-
pervisor seat, Mike Kerns
(110 votes) earning the
highway commissioner
position, and Michael J.
Boehle (88 votes) and Bri-
an Sieg (83 votes) taking
trustee positions.

Flagg Township saw
five unopposedraces. Sue
Messer (805 votes) earned
the supervisor office, Jo-
anna Patrick (779 votes)
earned the clerk office,
Rachel Berry (754 votes)
earned the assessor’s of-
fice, Scott Seebach (798
votes) earned the highway
commissioner office and
Lance Noggle (643 votes),
James C. Kenney (668
votes), Susan Hager (658
votes) and Eric Gruben
(647 votes) earned trustee
seats.

For Lynnville Town-
ship highway commis-
sioner, Richard Drendel
(85 votes, 47.49 percent)
defeated David Mayer
(53 votes, 29.61 percent)
and Anthony Musselman
(41 votes, 22.91 percent).
The rest of that town-
ship’s office races were
unopposed, with Betsy
Lovelady-Smith (155
votes) earning the super-
visor office and Norna
Seaworth (146 votes),
Nicholas Leiseberg (109
votes) and Randy Beach
(129 votes) earning trust-
ee seats.

White Rock Township
saw four unopposedraces
including Mark Hayes (89

* FENCING * FENCING *
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votes) earning the office
of supervisor, Faith Hay-
enga (87 votes) earning
the office of clerk, Heath
Strohman (83 votes) earn-
ing the office of highway
commissioner and Timo-
thy Reints (72 votes), Bry-
an Hayenga (76 votes) and
Brian Tobler (79 votes)
earning trustee seats.

Lafayette Township
saw unopposed races
for three offices. Aubrey
Quinn (36 votes) earned
the office of clerk, Ryan
Messer (28 votes) earned
the office of highway
commissioner and Rick
Kennay (35 votes), Merle
Meurer (33 votes), Jenni-
fer Cissna (32 votes) and
Edward Fahs (34 votes)
earned trustee spots. The
office of Lafayette Town-
ship supervisor was avail-
able for write-in votes and
that race won’t be official
until the election results
are certified in coming
weeks.

For the Ashton-Frank-
lin Center School District,
four candidates ran for

three four-year terms with
Lea Henert (517 votes,
30.32 percent), Cullen
Searing (516 votes, 30.26
percent), and Tiffany
Willstead (442 votes,
25.92 percent) prevailing
over Aaron D. Baker (230
votes, 13.49 percent).

For the Kings School
District Board of Educa-
tion, three candidates ran
unopposed for three four-
year terms. Earning seats
ontheboard Tuesday were
Logan Teut (90 votes),
Todd Schabacker (112
votes) and Callie Johnson
(95 votes).

Ogle County asawhole
saw an 18.7 percent voter
turnout, with 6,450 ballots
cast out of 34,449 total
voters. 4,685 ballots were
cast at the polls, 602 early
ballots were cast, and
1,163 vote by mail ballots
were cast.

The results of the April
1 consolidated election
will be considered un-
official for the coming
weeks until the results are
certified.
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CRESTON: New library now open, grand opemng event is May 10

From page 1

“We’ve had a little bit
of interest from Creston,
a little bit of interest from
the area, and a little bit of
interest from outside the
area. It’s all ages. We’re
notoverrunning the school,
but we’re seeing a little bit
of family interest.”

Hayden Real Estate
closed on the ownership
of the subdivision at the
end of December 2023.
The village has hoped in
recent years to see clean
up, new homes and a new
agreement with the subdi-
vision’s ownership.

“I'think everybody here
isreally happy with what’s
going on out there,” Byro
said. “It’snice to see some-
thing finally going on out
there. Hopefully people
are buying these houses.”

Hayden said boring
work has been done for wa-
ter services to new homes
and more of that work is
planned. Work will also
soon be done on parks in
the area, including fencing
for a potential dog park, a
Jack Kerns Community
Garden, playgrounds, and
trees and landscaping,
Hayden said.

Library

Village officials said
Wednesday that the new

Creston-Dement Public
Library is now open and
a grand opening will be
held Saturday, May 10.
Village Building Inspector
Aaron Moore said during
the meeting thatherecently
did a final inspection of
the building and provided
feedback on small items
and would be going back
for a final reinspection on
Friday.

The project broke
ground March 15 atthe cor-
nerofMainand Cederholm
Streets. A referendum
passed in June 2022 that
allowed the Creston-De-
ment Public Library Dis-
trict to issue $2.2 million
in bonds to build a new
library building on the
land that was donated years
ago for just that purpose.
The main reason for the
desire for a new building
is the library outgrowing
its current space at 107 S.
Main St.

Storm sewer

Village Building In-
spector Kevin Bunge said
during the meeting that
Creston willlikely approve
a bid for a planned storm
sewer project in Creston at
its May meeting.

The project will consist
of 36-inch storm sewer
pipe being putin toreplace
broken drain tile and im-

prove drainage in Creston.
The storm sewer work will
consist of adding pipe on
both sides of the railroad
tracks, but the current
phase ofitwillnot gounder
the tracks. The work was
suggested due to issues
with stormwater overflow.

The work will likely
begin in the late spring or
summer of 2025. Bunge
has estimated in the past
that the project could
roughly cost $180,000-
200,000. The project
would take around six
weeks.

The preliminary storm
sewer project work in-
volved securing easements
from property owners in
the area of it.

Water issues

Bunge provided an
update during the meet-
ing on a project that will
see Creston’s water tower
cleaned and inspected in
an effort to try to alleviate
rust issues in the village.
Bunge said that after it
was originally expected
that the project would be
started as soon as weather
allowed, the contractor
recently provided a start
date of Aug. 20.

Bunge said he’d be go-
ing back to the contractor
to attempt to get the project
started as soon as possi-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Village officials said Wednesday that the new Creston-Dement Public Library is now

open and a grand opening will be held Saturday, May 10.

ble. Back in December,
the board unanimously
approved a proposal from
KLM Engineering for
$16,836 to complete the
work by July 1.

Inother efforts to allevi-
ate rustissues in Creston’s
water, the village recently
had some locating work
done on water service lines
near homes that have seen
rust issues to find each of
them and their source.

Bunge said all service
lines were located with
the exception of two and
he would soon be doing
analysis work to determine

what work the village
should do to improve its
system to alleviate rust
issues.

Bunge recently created
a map showing areas see-
ing the worst rust issues
in Creston, and he said
he believes those areas
coincide with bellies, low
spots and old four-inch
watermains inthevillage’s
water system.

Election
Village officials dis-
cussed unofficial results
ofthe April 1 Consolidated
Election that took place

Tuesday. Byro (84 votes)
and Village Clerk Jenni-
fer Payton (82 votes) ran
unopposed for reelection
Tuesday. For two four-
year terms on the board of
trustees, Justin Hibshman
(64 votes) and Curt Ward
(42 votes) ran unopposed
Tuesday with the possible
exception of a write-in
candidate that could be
tallied and determined
later on. Hibshman would
be new to the board. In-
cumbent Greg Hopkins
(85 votes) ran unopposed
Tuesday for a two-year
term on the board as well.

Stillman Bank promotes Reeverts to agricultural loan officer

ROCKFORD-Thom-
asR. Hughes, president &
CEO of Stillman Banc-
Corp N.A., along with the
Board of Directors, has
moved to promote the fol-
lowing bank officer: Ryan
H. Reeverts, agricultural
loan officer.

Ryan joined Stillman
Bank in 2023. Born and
raised in Ogle County, he
is a fifth-generation farm-
er on his family’s grain

& livestock farm. Ryan
graduated from Byron
High School and earned
his Bachelor of Science
degree in Agribusiness
Economics from South-
ern Illinois University
Carbondale.

Ryan currently serves
as an Ogle County board
member and is treasurer
of the Ogle County Farm
Bureau Board of Direc-
tors. Additionally, heis the

Young Leader Committee
chairman. He also serves
on the Illinois FFA Foun-
dation Board of Directors
and enjoys volunteering
with the Illinois FFA or-
ganization and local FFA
chapters.

In his role as agricul-
tural loan officer, Ryan is
responsible for partnering
with agricultural clients to
meet their banking needs.

“We would like to

congratulate Ryan who
has demonstrated a strong
commitment towards his
responsibilities and over-
all excellence,” Hughes
said. “As we continue to
grow in our local commu-
nities, we recognize how
fortunate we are to have
such a dedicated individ-
ual serving the bank and
our customers.”

For more information
about Stillman Bank,

please contact (815) 645-
2266 or visit www.still-
manbank.com.

Stillman Bank is an
independently owned
community bank found-
ed in 1882. The bank
has approximately $595
million in assets and op-
erates full-service banking
offices in Byron, Oregon,
Rochelle, Rockford, Ros-
coe/Rockton, and Stillman
Valley.

Ryan H. Reeverts

Spherion’s Sandy Mazur Scholarship accepting submissions

ATLANTA —Spherion
Staffing and Recruiting
(Spherion) is now accept-
ing applications for its
Sandy Mazur Excellence
in Leadership Scholar-
ship. This scholarship is
opento high school gradu-
ates ofany age with a track
record of leadership, aca-
demic excellence, and a
passion for serving others.
Spherion, whose franchise
community funds up to
$5,000 for each award,
invites aspiring and cur-
rent higher education stu-
dents to apply online now
through April 30, 2025.

The scholarship honors
former Spherion President
Sandy Mazur for her 18
years of dedicated service
and commitment to excel-
lence in driving careers
and growing businesses.

Established by the Spher-
ion franchise community,
itaims to support students
who reflect Mazur’s val-
ues of leadership, ded-
ication and community
impact. Her legacy con-
tinues to inspire Spherion
teams nationwide to make
apositive difference inthe
communities they serve.
Thisyear’s application
is open to individuals
enrolling in college, tech-
nical school or skilled
training programs. Eligi-
ble applicants must have
a minimum 2.5 GPA and
demonstrate a commit-
ment to community ser-
vice by sharing how they
planto ‘pay it forward’ in
their future endeavors. Fi-
nancial need will also be
taken into consideration.
“Being part of a schol-

arship program that has
helped students pursue
their dreams for the past
six years is truly an hon-
or,” said Mazur. “Giving
back is a core pillar
of Spherion, and this
scholarship is a great
opportunity to recognize
inspiring students who
share those values. Best
of luck to all who apply
this year!”

Since launching the
scholarship in 2020,
Spherion has awarded
more than $33,000 to
12 students demonstrat-
ing excellence in aca-
demic leadership and
community involvement.
The 2024 Sandy Mazur
Scholarship awarded two
students $5,000, the larg-
est scholarship to date.
These prizes were made
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possible by the Spherion
franchise community,
who hosted an online and
live auction fundraiser
to raise additional funds.
Spherion’s scholarship
committee selected the
winners based on their
embodiment of the char-
acteristics of leadership,
excellence, and passion
that distinguished Ma-
zur’s legacy at Spherion.

“Supporting the next
generation as they prepare
to enter the workforce
is key to strengthening
businesses and communi-
ties, and I am honored to
lead an organization that
values both the leaders
of today and those of
tomorrow,” said Kathy
George, president of
Spherion. “Each year,
this scholarship program

allows us to celebrate
and invest in outstand-
ing students, providing
them with the support
and encouragement they
need to pursue their goals
and make a meaningful
impact on their futures
and their communities. I
am also incredibly proud
of our Spherion franchise
community for their gen-
erosity and dedication
in raising funds for this
scholarship, demonstrat-
ing their commitment to
empowering the work-
force of the future.”

The Spherion franchise
community, led by Beth
DeLaney and Michael
Chalmers, coordinates the
online applications with
Ohio-based nonprofit The
Richland County Foun-
dation, which disburses

grants for charitable orga-
nizations. The application
asks candidates to share
examples of their com-
munity service involve-
ment and how they “pay
it forward.” With names
and locations removed,
Spherion’s scholarship
selection committee will
review applications and
selectthe winner(s) based
on merit.

For more information
and to apply online,
visit spherion.com/schol-
arship.

To donate to the San-
dy Mazur Scholarship,
please visit richland-
countyfdn.fcsuite.com/
erp/donate and search
Sandy Mazur/Spherion
Excellence in Leadership
Scholarship Fund toreach
the donation page.

e Trust Administration

+ Investment Management

Stlllman Helping You Protect

BANK What Matters Most

Stillman Trust & Wealth Management offers a
complete line of services that will help give you peace
of mind when planning your family’s financial future.

Put your trust in us and schedule your
no-cost, no-obligation consultation today!

« Estate Planning

+ Retirement Planning
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Vce President and
Senior Trust Officer
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Redington,
CFP?®, CRPC™
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Aimee
Bruemmer
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Portfolio Manager

Investments offered through Stillman Trust & Wealth Management: Not FDIC Insured * No Bank Guarantee * May Lose Value
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Obituaries

Delmer C. Keilman

EARLVILLE —
Delmer C. “Pastor Del”
Keilman, 81, of Earlville,
passed away at home
surrounded by his loving
family on April 1, 2025.
He was born on Oct.
14,1943, in Portage, Wis.,
son of Dale and Charlotte
(Wilson) Keilman, the
eldest of three siblings.

Del graduated from
Poynette (Wisconsin)
High School in 1961
and married his high
school sweetheart Mary
McFarlane in 1960. He
was employed at Del
Monte for 41 years and
after retirement, studied
and entered the ministry.
Following graduation in
2001, he was installed
at United Presbyterian
Church, Earlville, where
he served for 23 years.
He served on Blackhawk
Presbytery and was active
in choir and ecumenical
services with Earlville
churches.

He is survived by his
wife Mary; four sons,
Dale (Megan Tarleton)
Keilman of Shabbona,

Kerry (Elise Haendel)
Keilman of Bentonville
Arkansas, Cory (Linda
Bell) Keilman of Rochelle
and Ryan (Jennifer Lak)
Keilman of Loves Park;
13 grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren.
Also surviving are a sister,
Delores (Mike) Mack and
a brother, Gary Keilman,
both of Middleton, Wis.;
sisters-in-law, Marilyn
McFarlane of Portage, W1;
Larry (Chris) McFarlane
of Portage, WI; and Pam
(Rod) Stibb of Lodi, WI.

He was preceded in
death by his parents Char-
lotte and Dale Keilman
and in-laws, Beulah and
Leslie McFarlane, as well
as brothers-in-law Eugene
McFarlane and Robert and
Shirley Falk.

Del was a devoted fam-
ily man. In his free time,
he continued his father’s
upholstery business for
41 years and enjoyed
camping with his family at
their Sky-High campsite in
Portage and tandem biking
with Mary on the Wiscon-
sin bike trails.

A celebration of Del’s
life with friends and family
will include a visitation
on Friday, April 4 from
4 to 7 p.m. and Saturday
April, 5 from 10to 11 a.m.
at United Presbyterian
Church 602 South Ottawa
ST. Earlville, IL, with a
funeral service to follow
at 11:00 a.m., with Pastor
Sandy Smith and Pastor
Laurie Walker officiating.
Burial will follow in Pre-
cinct Cemetery in Earlville.

Memorialsmaybemade
to the United Presbyterian
Church, Earlville. Ar-
rangements were entrusted
to Hanley-Turner-Eighner
Funeral Home in Earlville.
For more information or to
signthe online guest book,
go to www.eighnerfuner-
alhomes.com

Mary Lou Kator

ROCHELLE —Mary
Lou Kator, 81, passed
away Wednesday, April
2, 2025 at her home in
Rochelle, Illinois with
family by her side. Mary
Lou was born on Decem-
ber 8, 1943 to Walter and
Gertrude (Hinz) Buchman
in New Castle, IN. OnAu-
gust29, 1964, she married
William George Kator in
Indianapolis, IN.

Mary Lou had many
interests and stayed active
over the years. Prior to
becoming a minister, she
was anurse at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in Indianapolis,
IN. After moving to Ro-
chelle, she was the pastor
at St. Jude Episcopal
Church in Rochelle. She
loved history and machine
embroidering and was an
avid reader. She played
guitar and enjoyed ama-
teur theater, participating
with the Stage Coach
Players. She was an active

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT

ROCHELLE — On
April 1 at 3:15 p.m. a
17-year-old juvenile of
Rochelle was cited for
speeding 65 in a40 miles
per hour zone. He signed
a promise to comply and
was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

OnApril 1 at8:33 a.m.
Leenah A. Saadeh, 19, of
Rochelle was cited for
speeding. She signed a
promise to comply and
was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 31 at 9:03
p.m. Mustafa A. Osman,
29, of Aurora was cited
for expired registration.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given

member of the Daughters
of'the Revolution (DAR).
Asaminister, Mary Lou
didmore than preach—she
lived her faith through ac-
tion. She offered counsel,
lifted spirits, and reminded
people ofthe strength they
carried within themselves.
She believed in the power
of kindness, in the impor-
tance of community, and
in the sacredness of every
soul she encountered.
Mary Lou is survived
by her husband of 60
years, Bill; four children:
Michelle Kator, Chris-
topher (Sharon) Kator,
Jerome Kator, and Martin
(Chandra) Kator; seven
grandchildren: Vanessa
(Justin) Isaacs, Luci and
Susan Schmidt, Autumn,
Nathan and Jerome Kator
and Jade Hubler; two great
grandchildren: Henry
Isaacs and Nolan Wilson
and two sisters: Joanne
Dye and Kris Laverdure.

The visitation will be

from 10:00 - 11:00 A.M.,
Friday, April4,2025 atthe
First Presbyterian Church,
1100 Calvin Road, Ro-
chelle. The funeral will
follow at 11:00 A.M. with
Pastors Rev. Dr. George
Koch and Rev. Dr. Doug
Forsberg officiating. Cre-
mation rites will follow
after the service. Burial
will be at the Holy Cross
and St. Joseph Cemetery
in Indianapolis. In lieu of
flowers, memorials may
be made to Right to Life.
Visit www.ungerhorner.
comto sign the online
guest book.

an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On April 1 at 10:53
p.m. Osbel Garcia Mil-
anes, 29, of Aurora was
cited for disobeying a
traffic control device.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given
an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On April 2 at 11:40
a.m. Juan Arriaga, 36, of
Rochelle was arrested on
an Ogle County warrant
and transferred.

On April 2 at 11:41
a.m. Adam Farve, 39, of
Rochelle was cited for
disregarding a stop sign.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given

an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On April 2 at 8:43
p.m. Ceczar Spann, 30,
of West Chicago was
arrested on a Lee Coun-
ty warrant. He paid $50
and was released with
an April 17 Lee County
court date.

On April 4 at 12:36
a.m. Yurisyorkis Suarez,
50, of Rockford was cited
for operating a motor
vehicle with suspended
registration. He signed
a promise to comply and
was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON — On
March 29 at approximately
6:53 a.m. deputies respond-
ed to a single-vehicle acci-
dent near the intersection
of Judson Road and Union
Roadinrural Polo. Aninitial
investigation revealed a ve-
hicle traveling southbound
on Union Road disobeyed
thestopsignatJudsonRoad.
The vehicle then continued
southbound where it lost
control and entered the east
ditch, overturning multiple
times. The driver, Logan
Linker, 21, of Byron, was
pronounced deceased on
the scene. The incident is
still under investigation.
Deputies were assisted by
Polo Police and Polo Fire/
EMS.

On March 29 at approx-
imately 4:01 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
on Clay Street, just east
of South Fourth Street in
Oregon. As a result, depu-
ties arrested Lachandra L.
Stokes, 42, of Rockford,
for driving with no valid
license. Stokes was addi-
tionally issued citations
for expired registration,
operating a motor vehicle
withregistrationsuspended/
mandatory insurance, and
unlawful possession of can-
nabis/driver. Deputies also
cited passenger, Shamus L.
French, 41, of Rockford,
for unlawful possession of
cannabis/passenger, and
illegal transportation/carry
alcoholic liquor/passenger.
Stokes wasreleased onano-
tice to appear with a future
court date. Deputies were
assisted on scene by the
Oregon Police Department.

On March 30 at approx-
imately 4:31 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 5,000 block of East
Illinois Route 64. After an
initial investigation, depu-
tiesplaced Devin Thevenot,
30, of Ashton, under arrest
forno valid driver’slicense.
Thevenot was also cited
for speeding 35+ miles per
hour over the posted limit.
Thevenotwastransportedto
the Ogle County Jail where
he was released on a notice
toappear bond with a future
court date.

On March 30 at approx-
imately 7:04 p.m. deputies
responded to an address in
the 100block of RiverRoad,
Hillcrest, for a disturbance.
Afteraninvestigation, Chris
W. Wolfert, 66, of Rochelle,
was placed under arrest for
aggravated assault. Wolfert
was additionally charged
with aggravated discharge
of a firearm, reckless dis-
charge of a firearm, pos-
session of firearm without
FOID and possession of
ammunition without FOID.
Wolfert was transported to
the Ogle County Jail where
he was held pending an
appearance before a judge.

On March 30 at approx-
imately 9:30 p.m. deputies
responded to an address
in the 6,000 block of West
Wagner Road for a dis-
turbance. After further in-
vestigation, Erik Peterson,
47, of German Valley, was
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placed under arrest for
domestic battery. Peterson
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
heldpendinganappearance
before a judge.

On March 30 at 4:30
a.m. deputies conducted
a traffic stop in the 2,000
block of East Illinois Route
64 foralaneviolation. After
an investigation, Dominic
Archer, 24, of Chana, was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Archer was also cited for
improper laneusage. Archer
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released
with a future court date.

On March 30 at approx-
imately 1:01 p.m. deputies
conductedatrafficstopnear
East Illinois Route 64 and
Interstate 39. After inves-
tigation, deputies arrested
Alejandro Ortega-Sanchez,
49, of Malta, on an Ogle
County warrant for failure
to appear. Ortega-Sanchez
was also cited for no in-
surance. Ortega-Sanchez
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
held in lieu of bond.

On March 31 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies
responded to a report of a
two-vehicle accident at the
intersection ofI1linois Route
52 and FreeportRoad. After
an investigation it was de-
termined that a black Ford
Explorer being driven by
Kenneth Vandermolen, 55,
of Caroga Lake, New York,
wasnorthbound on Freeport
Road and failed to yield the
right of way to a red Jeep
Wrangler traveling west on
Illinois Route 52. The Jeep
was being driven by Dennis
White, 72, of Dubuque,
lowa. White was transport-
ed to St. Katharine Hospital
in Dixon for injuries sus-
tained inthe accident where
he was treated and released.
Vandermolen and his pas-
senger were uninjured and
refused medical attention
at the scene. Vandermolen
was issued a citation for
failure to yield right of way
at an intersection and is due
to appear in Ogle County
court.

On March 31 at 11:33
p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop on North Walnut
AvenueatNorth Baileyville
Road in Forreston for an
equipment violation. After
an investigation, Chad
Sparby, 34, of Dixon was
arrested for an in-state war-
rant for failure to appear for
possession of meth. Sparby
was additionally charged
with possession of drug
paraphernalia, and resisting
and obstructing a peace
officer. Sparby was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was released
on a notice to appear for the
new charges, butheldonthe
warrant for failuretoappear.

On April 1 at 6:34 p.m.
deputies were dispatched
to an address in the 500
block of East 3™ Street in
Leaf River for a reported
domestic. After an investi-
gation, Justin C. Craycraft,
33, of Huntley was arrested
for domestic battery. Cray-
craft was transported to the
Ogle County Jail and held
pending a court appearance
in front of a judge.

On April 1 at approx-
imately 9 p.m. deputies
along with Mt. Morris
Fire/EMS responded to the
1,200 block of North Ridge
Road for a single-vehicle

rollover crash. After fur-
ther investigation, it was
determined that a black
Mercedes-Benz sedan be-
ing driven by Abdelhalim
Khoga, 37, of Oregon, was
traveling southbound and
failedtonegotiatethe curve,
enteringthe westditch ofthe
roadway andstrikingaditch
embankmentand metal cul-
vert,becomingairborne and
overturning collidingwitha
fence and telephone pole.
Khoga was transported to
OSF St. Katherine in Dixon
for his injuries. Khoga was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Khoga was also issued ci-
tations for failure to reduce
speed, improper lane usage
and no insurance. Khoga
was released on a notice to
appear with a future court
date.

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 10:16 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop at
the intersection of Illinois
Route 38 and Interstate
39. After an investigation,
deputies arrested Alfonso
Perez, 31, of Rochelle, for
driving while his license
was revoked and an active
warrantoutof Ogle County.
Perezwastransported tothe
Ogle County Jail, where
he is being held pending
his court date for the out-
standing warrant. Perezwas
given a notice to appear for
his citation fordriving while
his license revoked.

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 5:14 p.m. deputies
responded to an address in
the 4,000 block of South
Prairie Road in reference
to a disturbance. After an
investigation, Mark Wright,
59, 0fChana, was placedun-
derarrestfordisorderly con-
duct. Wright was released
on a notice to appear bond.
All subjects are presumed
innocent.

On April 3 at approxi-
mately 1:05 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 1,200 block of West
Blackhawk Drive, Byron.
After an investigation, dep-
uties placed Jose Hernan-
dez-Hernandez, 24, of Rock
Island, under arrest for no
valid license. Hernandez
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released on
a notice to appear with a
future court date.

On April 3 at approxi-
mately 3:58 p.m. deputies
responded to a report of
a two-vehicle accident at
the intersection of North
Illinois Route 251 and
Rolling Meadows Road.
Afteraninvestigationitwas
determined that a blue Ford
Focusbeingdriven by Bren-
daObil Quiala, 48, of Davis
Junction, was southbound
on North Illinois Route
251 and failed to yield the
right of way to a black Ford
Focustraveling northbound
on North Illinois Route
251. The blue Ford Focus
turned eastbound in front
of the black Ford Focus.
The black Ford was driven
by Thomas Kennedy, 27,
of Loves Park. Obil Quiala
wastransportedto Rochelle
Community Hospital for
injuries sustained in the ac-
cident by Lynn-Scott-Rock
EMS. Obil Quiala’sjuvenile
passenger was uninjured.
Kennedy was treated for
minor injuries on scene and
refused further treatment.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-

en guilty.

Report policy

Any arrests listed

in this paper are
merely charges and
the defendants are
presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in
a court of law.

Please note that

all police reports
received from the

Rochelle Police, the
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the
Illinois State Police,
will be printed without
exception.

Requests to omit
particular reports will
not be considered or
honored at any time.
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RPD presents awards to Anaya, Knight and Olszewski

The Rochelle Police Department recently presented 2024 awards to two officers and a dispatcher. The 2024 Traffic Enforcement Officer of the Year Award was presented
to Officer Pedro Anaya. The 2024 DUI Enforcement Officer of the Year Award was presented to Officer Noah Knight. Dispatcher Robin Olszewski received the Dispatcher
of the Year Award. (Courtesy photos)

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM. - Adult
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com.
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM.

Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church -
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am.
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information.

facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church - (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) - “Making Christ Known Through
Lives of Faith” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA. You may also e-mail Pastor
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to

join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle. Phone: 815-562-5221.
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor: Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm. Sunday school: 10:00 am.
Wed be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to
grow in truth and love for God and each other. A nursery, children’s church,
youth group and small groups are available. If you need a ride please contact
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church - An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev.
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle. Email: info@
placeforgrace.com. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. In person or streamed
online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/

www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor.
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook!
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am.
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road,
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at
10:30 a.m.

Living Water Community Church 405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone
815-561-6249, Website: www.wccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave.,
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene. (Classes
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion.
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15,
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship
service. We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of
every month, and on other appropriate occasions. Youth group is on Sunday
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects,
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together. Some
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness. Youth group is for grades
6-12 and friends are always welcome. Recorded services are available on our
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine
Thomas Paisley. Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Emalil is
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church
is a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith and harvesting love.
Coffee or Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. Worship begins at 10:45 a.m. Sunday school
is conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia;
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-Thursday,
Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil
Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English
and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday
8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious
Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903
CaronRoad,Rochelle,IL61068,815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday,
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m. Call 562-6323 for more information
about the school.
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LOCAL VIEWS

Reed Harris: Consider this - What is a bully?

INCE 1 started out

my last article with

a single definition,
let’s do the same this time.
What is a bully? Let’s look
at the word in the fashion
we see it today. Inschool, at
work, in politics. Merriam
Webster has it defined as;
“a blustering browbeating
person”. “One who is ha-
bitually cruel, insulting, or
threateningto otherswhoare
weaker, smaller, or in some
way vulnerable”. Does this
soundlikeanyoneyouknow
or have known in the past?
Can you put a name to that
person? Did they make an
impression on you, make
your life miserable, or did
mostof their deeds just wash
off you like water?

Even more important
thanthe definitionof, oreven
thebully themselves, howev-
er,isthefactthatwhenabully
is stood up to, they usually
crumble under the scrutiny.
Have you experienced this?
Did their deeds against you
wash off like tiny droplets of

Kurt

EVERAL episodes
Sago, we learned
about the carbon
cycle while following a
hypothetical carbon atom
through its circular journey
while it is passed through
several natural and techno-
logical reactions. Carbon
makes the Earth unique in
our solar system. It possess-
es a long list of impressive
physical characteristics, and
it is the essential element in
important chemical energy
conversion processes in our
environment and through
technology.

A prominent charac-
teristic of carbon when it
combines with oxygen is
the amount of heat it gives
off. (If you have ever stood
nearacharcoal fireyouknow
howhotthey get!). Whenthis
heatis used to boil water into
steamthereisahugeincrease
in the volume of space the
water occupies. A steam
engine takes advantage of
this expansion to create
mechanical energy. So, let’s
takeacloserlookatoneofthe
energy conversionmachines
humans have built — the
steam engine.

The steam engine is one
ofthemostsignificantinven-
tions in human history, rev-
olutionizing transportation,
industry and technology.
From its early develop-
ment to its widespread use
throughout Europe and the
United States, the steam

water because you stood up
tothetirade? Did youbarely
feel wet after the bullies
sputtering because it had no
feeling, no sustenance? Did
the bully quit bullying?

Currently, we are watch-
ing another country being
bullied. My problem with
it is that we are the bully.
If you are wondering what
country I am talking about
then read the article by
Ivan Pereria of ABC News
“Trump keeps talking about
making Canada the 51st
state. Is he serious?”. You
can read this at the internet
address: abcnews.go.com/
Politics/trump-talking-mak-
ing-canada-5 1 st-state/sto-
ry?id=119767909. If you
knew aboutthisafterreading
the first sentence in this
paragraph, thenyouhavethe
same problem I do.

I think some are just
feeling that the acquisition
of Canada would just make
us bigger. But does bigger
make better? Can anyone
say thatrepressing a country

olter:

engine played a vital role in
shaping the modern world.
The concept of harness-
ing steam power dates to
ancient times, but the first
practical steam engine was
developed in the 17th centu-
ry. In 1698, Thomas Savery,
an English engineer, created
a steam-powered pump to
remove water from mines.
However, his design was
inefficient and prone to
explosions. Building on this
idea, Thomas Newcomen
developed the first working
atmospheric steam engine
in 1712. His engine used
steamtocreateavacuumthat
powered a piston, making it
useful for pumping water
from mines. This is a hard
thing to picture, but if you
have thoroughly rinsed out
a gallon milk jug with hot
water, and then tightened the
capback onthe jug, and then
observed the jug shriveling
up from the air pressure
around it, you can begin to
understand how this early
steam engine worked.
Importantimprovements
to the steam engine came
during the late 1700s with
James Watt. Watt’s 1765 en-
gine dramatically increased
efficiency by adding a sepa-
ratecoolingcondenserwhich
reduced wasted heat. This
breakthrough helped usher
in the Industrial Revolution
by letting steam engines
power ships, locomotives,
and production machinery

is good? Is this not like the
invasion of Ukraine? And if
anyone says that we’d have
the Canadian citizens vote
on it, don’t bother. We’ve
already been told by the
governmentintheirspeeches
and by the citizens with their
reactions to our tariffs and
their protests.

Speaking of tariffs, in
the same article there is the
following sentence. “The
United States can’tsubsidize
a country for $200 billion a
year”. It goes on to say we
don’t need their cars and
lists othercommodities from
them we don’t need. Also,
“We do it because we want
to be helpful.”. Huh? No,
we do it because we want
their goods and services.
We used to build/produce
some of these things here,
in America, but we don’t
anymore. We could start to
once again but why would
we want a 51st state then if
we’ll just produce it here?
It sounds confusing, but the
simplicity of it is that if they

become the 51 state, we
have the control and reap
the profits.

I would love for the
United States to have the
manufacturing of the past,
but we don’t need to control
others, we just need to do it.
Yet, what if we decided to
close the Canadian border?
We would save the $200 bil-
lion “subsidy”. Lookingatit
closer, however, the internet
site “www.investopedia.
com/terms/g/gnp.asp” lists
the gross national product of
the United States in 2021 as
$23.8 trillion. So, the $200
billion would be 0.0084% of
thistotal. Notabigfactor. On
the otherhand, whatwould it
take to begin the production
here? More, I presume.
Much more than the single
year of $200 billion.

Another country is trying
to hold up against constant
harassment. In the arti-
cle by Will Weissert and
Zeke Miller of AP News,
President Trump said, “We
need Greenland for national

security purposes.” You
can find this at apnews.
com/article/trump-biden-
offshore-drilling-gulf-of-
america-fa66f8d072eb-
39c00a8128a8941ede75.

In addition, on Vice Pres-
ident Vance’s recent trip to
Greenland he said, ““I think
thattheyultimately will part-
ner with the United States,”
Vance said. “We could make
them much more secure. We
could do a lot more protec-
tion. And I think they’d fare
a lot better economically as
well.” This is in an article
by Philip Crowther, Kirsten
Grieshaberand AamerMad-
hani of AP News and can
be found at www.msn.com/
en-us/politics/government/
vance-and-wife-to-tour-
us-military-post-in-green-
land-after-diplomatic-spat-
over-uninvited-visit/ar-AA-
1BOoW8?0cid=BingNews-
Serp.

Both statements about
security in Greenland are
very puzzling since we
have had an agreement

with Greenland since 1951
and could build more bases,
more military presence at
anytime. Mette Frederiksen,
Prime Minister of Denmark,
has recently said “Denmark
did not oppose ties with the
United States, citing a 1951
bilateral agreement that
established U.S. rights to
move freely and construct
military bases in Greenland,
given Denmark and Green-
land are notified.” You
can find this at www.cbc.
ca/news/world/us-green-
land-visit-1.7493029.

So, what could our ad-
ministration want other
than what they already
have? Minerals come to
mind; however, we also
have American companies
mining there currently. |
guess, however, if we had
ownership of Greenland, we
would have ownership of
the minerals and be able to
remove and sell as much as
wewantasquicklyaswecan.
Does this remind anyone of
a country in the east?

he amazing steam engine

such as textile mills and iron
foundries

The steam engine had
far-reaching effects on so-
ciety. Steam-powered lo-
comotives could pull heavy
cargo loads and passenger
trains. This led to the rapid
expansionofrailwayswhich
made travel and trade much
faster. Steam-powered ships
enhanced England’s mari-
time strength and paved the
way for expanded global
trade for the British Empire.
In the United States Robert
Fulton’ssteamboat, the Cler-
mont, launched in 1807 and
was the first commercially
successful steamboat. It
significantly reduced travel
time along major rivers like
the Mississippi and Hudson
enabled faster trade between
north and south.

Here 1in Illinois,
steam-powered railroads
also transformed the econo-
my and society. On Nov. 8,
1838, Thefirstrailroad steam
locomotive ever operated in
[llinois transported a small
group of passengers to what
was then the end-of-track,
eightmiles eastnear Chapin,
Illinois, and back to Mere-
dosia. An 1863 map of the
Galena and Chicago Union
Railroad shows a branch
called the Chicago, Fulton,
& lowa passing through
a town called Lane which
would eventually become
our City of Rochelle. Galena
was a prominent source of

lead ore (named, “galena’)
for the Civil War.

The completion of the
Transcontinental Railroad in
1869 connected the east and
westcoasts, facilitatingtrade,
migration, and economic
expansion. Steam locomo-
tives allowed for the rapid
transportofgoods, including
agricultural products and
raw materials, fueling more
industrial growth. In addi-
tion to transportation, steam
engines powered Amer-
ican factories, mills, and
even printing presses. This
mechanization led to mass
productionandurbanization,
helping the U.S. emerge as
an industrial power by the
late 19th century.

Thesteamengine brought
numerous advantages for
humans. They increased our
labor efficiency by allowing
factories to produce goods
more quickly and consis-
tently than manual labor
or waterpower. Because
steam powered trains and
ships dramatically reduced
travel time, steam engines
increased how far we could
travel, also enabling faster
trade and communication.
Thisfostered globalizationas
international trade and travel
expanded, strengthening
economic and cultural ex-
changes. Economic growth
increased as industrializa-
tion created jobs, expanded
markets, and improved
living standards for people.

Because steam could be pro-
ducedanywhereenough fuel
and water were available,
factories were no longer de-
pendenton waterpower near
rivers and streams, allowing
them to be built in cities.

The steam engine had its
many disadvantages as well.
Steam engines require large
amounts of coal or wood
to produce enough heat to
boil water and they are very
fuel inefficient. This causes
more environmental degra-
dation and deforestation as
humans take trees to use for
fuel. Burning coal produc-
es smoke and soot which
greatly contributes to air
pollution and health issues.
Steam engines were difficult
to maintain and dangerous.
Early steam engines were
especially prone to explo-
sions, mechanical failures,
and required constant main-
tenance.

Though lesser known,
it can be argued that steam
powered locomotives en-
abled the mass killing and
near extinction of the Amer-
ican Bison for both pleasure
and profit. Because Amer-
ican Indians relied on the
bison heavily for their exis-
tence, the U.S. Government
encouraged hunting bison.
Passenger train trips for
people to shoot bison from
the safety and comfort of
their slow-moving train was
a popular endeavor. Finally,
steam engines displaced hu-

man workers. As machines
replacedmanual labor, many
workers lost jobs, leading to
socialunrestinsomeregions.

Whilesteamengineshave
largely been replaced by
internal combustion engines
and electric power, they are
still used in specific applica-
tions. Steamturbines, amod-
ern evolution of the steam
engine, generate electricity
in power plants, including
nuclear, coal,and geothermal
facilities. Some heritage
railways and ships continue
to operate steam engines
for tourism and historical
preservation.

Looking to the future,
steam technology could
play a role in sustainable
energy. Advanced steam
cycles, such as supercritical
andultra-supercritical steam
turbines, improve efficiency
in power generation. Addi-
tionally, researchers are ex-
ploring ways to use steam in
renewable energy systems,
such as solar thermal power
plants. Stayed tuned formore
about that!

Kurt Wolter has stud-
ied and taught technolo-
gy, including production,
transportation, energy, and
communication, for over 30
years. He enjoys trying to
understand technology and
its past, present, and future
while also attempting jour-
nalism. He can be reached
attechnohistory100(@gmail.
com.

How to contact
government
officials

USS. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council
*John Bearrows

Kathryn Shaw-Dickey

jbearrows@rochelleil.us
kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Hillcrest Village Board

*Richard Rhoads
Pam Pittman

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Dan Potter
Rosaclia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball
Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org Jose Huerta
Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Eileen Braski

Benjamin Valdivieso

bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Joe Lenkaitis

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Patricia Garcia

Rochelle Elementary School Board Ogle County Board Dist. 3 Flagg Township
*Trisha Vaughn tvaughn@d?231.rochelle.net Austin Gillis agillis@oglecounty.org Sue Messer
Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net Dan Miller dmiller@oglecounty.org Joanna Patrick

Steve Builta
Ashley Jackson
Stephanie White
Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board

sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
swhite@d231.rochelle.net
jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net

Joseph Simms

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

*Tom Huddleston

Jackie Ramsey

jsimms@oglecounty.org

jramsey@oglecounty.org

Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees

jthompson@d231.rochelle.net Skip Kenney skenney@oglecounty.org Lance Noggle
David Williams dwilliams@oglecounty.org Eric Gruben
Susan Hager
tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board Jim Kenney

Susan Rothenberger

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

supervisor@flaggtownship.org
clerk@flaggtownship.org
assessor@flaggtownship.org
commissioner@flaggtownship.org

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
nicoloff118@comcast.net

Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comecast.net Flagg-Rochelle Library
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex1.com Jaqueline Dickow
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net *Teresa Haggestad
Laurie Pillen laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net Kelly Johnson
Joel Thompson joel.thompson@rthsd212.org Mark Hibshman Lanning Nicoloff

Reid Elliot Sheri Klindera

Jennifer Payton

Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46,
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.)
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do
not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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Mar. 11 - John Conley, Waterman, $25
Mar. 12 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 13 - RMTD, $25

Mar. 14 - Larry Hageman, Rochelle, $25

el

v

Mar. 15 - Mariah Coffey, Dixon, $25

Mar. 16 - Rick McConaghie, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 17 - Jan Thompson, Rochelle, $250

Mar. 18 - Dale Galland, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Jeffrey J. Musselman, Rochelle, $25

95th birthday celebration held for King on March 28 HETR A0S I LARERC ROanCla 2

Darlene King of Creston celebrated her 95t birthday on March 28. Darlene was born and raised in Fort
Frances, Ontario Canada. She completed nurses training at Saint Boniface Hospital through the University
of Manitoba in Winnipeg. After nurses training she moved to Rochelle and worked as a RN at Rochelle
Community Hospital. She married Louis King in 1956 and they have eight children, 17 grandkids, and 14
great grandkids. (Courtesy photos)

Mar. 21 - Priscilla Escutia, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 22 - Connie Fallon, Rockton, $25
Mar. 23 - Jeff Bresson, Compton, $50

Mar. 24 - Dana LaTour, Rochelle, $25

= = - . - Pt ?
Sy ==}
ES Mar. 25 - Janeth Vazquez, Rochelle, $25
o BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES -
== q .
Mar. 26 - David Atkinson, Oregon, $25
b 8
-] April 6 April 8 April 12 April 21 -
. . =1 -
< Stephen Avila Jodi Prosser Charles Peterman Emma Waters Mar. 27 - Josh Carney, Rochelle, $25
- = Eddie Villalobos Trevor Komadina ‘> . . .
e Josh & Sarah Timothy Avila April 16 April 24 i Mar. 28 - Brice Hintzche, Franklin Grove, $25
KU”W'Ck' . WELEES Se|<_jal J.Os.e Tlapa - Mar. 29 - Kyle C. Bridgeman, Rochelle, $25
(anniversary) April 10 James Doering Lainie Arnold o
$ - i Johnny Gonzales . ) R— Mar. 30 - Zach Prewett, Rochelle, $50
- = April 7 April 18 April 26 <
- Ar@r_ma Grana Aprlll .11 Millie Danekas Evan Jones Mar. 31 - Chris Haas, Rochelle, $25
Anjelique Grana Bev Wiginton -
- Beckham Stockton Jan Kissick April 19 April 30 ~ Apr. 1 - Lorita Bertrand, Champaign, $25
Christine Doering Pastor Angelo Nora Bridgeman - >
<‘ Chris & Christine Bonacquisti Oakley Gonzales - Apr. 2 - Barbra Weist, Sycamore, $25
L . E
Doering g
. o R
- (anniversary) May 1 - Apr. 3 - Edward Jones, Rochelle, $25
= . —
Jamey King —
- o &~ — Apr. 4 - Melissa Liebe, Dixon, $25
- - - 5 7 m S~ =  Apr.5-JayMulholland, Rochelle, 25
- - e Sr? i - -
Apr. 6 - Lillian Andrew, Rochelle, $50
L] o L] L]
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries
/ : FROM ALABAMA
. Super Crossword TO LOUISIANA
~7j O ‘ ‘ r ‘ a ACROSS 49 Audio game 97 Eight-note DOWN 38 Home of 84 Blue-green
N 1 Complaints to from Hasbro spans 1 Conger, e.g. Pago Pago 89 Has no life
,N_" 5 otologists 50 Soothsayer 101 Monty Python 2 Docs’ org. 40 Seed case 90 False
Ve ¥ 9 Foreboding 52 Off-limits member 3 Decompose 41 Wee amount appearances
16 ESPN datum 54 Farrow of film wearing no 4 Working hard 42 TV host 91 Maker of
20 Feelings 57 Storytellers’ jewelry 5 Quote Banks Skin So Soft
MAGIC MAZE - PERSONALITY 21 Alternative to leagues? or fancy 6 Magician 46 Arctic boot 93 Apt. units
A A ADJECTIVES chocolate 63 The “A” of clothes? Harry attachment 94 True-to-fact
22 Rev gauge ETA: Abbr. 103 Topmost 7 Callahaltto 47 Pawn 96 Finger-
23 Ailment 64 Tech sch. point on a 8 Atlanta-to- 51 Approximate pointing
Y L 1 E E B Y VS QNKHEB suffered from 65 Some raptors perfume Miami dir. 53 U.S. soldiers people
being given 66 Vinaigrette bottle? 9 Exiled 54 One of the 97 Recently
Y W T R O V L J G E B W U R too much alternative 106 Alan of Roman poet Leeward 98 Four-leaf —
leeway? 67 Team “Tower Heist” 10 Gruesome Islands 99 One of the
P CC O N S C 1 E N T I O U S> N 25 Bicolor letdowns 107 Blast source 11 Ballpoint 55 Contained Windward
whale 70 Apple tablets 108 Lindsay of fluid as a part of Islands
K 1 G E T D B T Z X D 1. T VvV s 26 Poet Hughes 72 Mild “Machete” 12 S.F. NFLer 56 Very pale 100 “Dr.” of
27 Tooth 73 Actor Koteas 109 Barney Miller 13 City in 58 “— a pity” insoles
doctors’ org. 74 Thighbone player Linden southwest 59 Pottery 102 Diner grub
Q O s M L S K I I G E U C A L 28 Scarf down 76 Watering 110 Sue Grafton’s New York piece 104 Sine, for one
29 Cantata’s kin tube “— for 14 Long, loose 60 Downcast 105 Actor Cary
Y W U u S B E E O s B F O I P 30 “The Chi” 79 Earth’s star Evidence” overcoat 61 Uno + due 111 Eensy
airer, in brief 80 Bivalve 112 Sallie — 15 Airline to 62 Spy novelist 113 “Right away!”
N L J H O F M D E B N R V R C 33 Alpo mollusk 115 Gung-ho Sweden Fleming 114 “Game of
alternative that's neither 116 Like a shutter 16 Snitching sort 63 Smart — Thrones”
36 Things anxious nor so shabby 17 Kilt pattern (wise guys) actress
E R E C N I s U o Vv R E N A P people run on perturbed? there’s no 18 Say “yes”to 68 Actor Elliott Bianco
racetracks in 85 1040 ID point in 19 “No kiddin'?” 69 PC key abbr. 116 Packers’ and
Y D I M I T X R H ML E sSs X V Switzerland’'s 86 Sock fillers putting in a 24 Lip off to 71 “Pick up the Panthers’ gp.
capital? 87 Instant, in new louver? 29 Interoffice Czech,” e.g. 117 Sugar suffix
U MIL A C S N N Q Y P H N MK 39 Coke and some brand 123 Head, in Nice note 72 “Well, 'l be!” 118 Co- —
Pepsi’s names 124 Attacks like 30 Wound cover 74 Antagonist (some
J H F E E V 1 T A E R C C B =z business? 88 “— come a bird 31 Academic 75 Grades K-6: apartments)
43 Collide with to save the 125 Tombs for A-lists Abbr. 119 Sch. in
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all 44 Robots in day!” pharaohs 32 Ancient 77 Longtime Manhattan
directions forward, bac}\'ward, up. down and diagonally human form 90 Blubber 126 Greek strife cuneiform bud 120 “Hamilton”
Unlisted clue hint: EASILY FRIGHTENED 45 “Fer cryin’ 92 Suburb of goddess language 78 Like cut composer
. . . out loud!” Buenos Aires 127 In a very 34 Attaches bread — -Manuel
Anxious Creative Nervous Sensitive 48 Barkeeper 95 Etched similar way 35 Deep 81 Many times Miranda
Calm Humble Nice Sincere “Th i 128 Clifth think 82 Gator's ki 121 TV ol
Cheerful Lively Proud Stubborn on “the » computer fthanger Inkers ator's kin plugs
Conscientious Modest Rude Simpsons components feeling 37 Retina locale 83 Karate blow 122 Mao — -tung
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NIU Steelband Concert at Burpee Museum is April 17

ROCKFORD - The
Northern Illinois Uni-
versity (NIU) Rockford
Alumni Club and the
NIU Alumni Association
announce the first-ever
NIU Steelband concert
at the Burpee Museum
of Natural History, in
Rockford, on April 17
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pro-
ceeds from this unique
concert will go to the NIU

Rockford Alumni Club’s
newly established fund to
support expenses related
NIU Rockford students’
pursuit of their education
at NIU.

The band, led by na-
tionally acclaimed NIU
Steelpan Director Liam
Teague, will entertain
guests withmusical selec-
tions including classical
and light-hearted island

tunes.

“The Steelband is spir-
ited and talented, making
for a fun evening of enter-
tainment,” says John Fra-
na, local NIU graduate and
hostfortheevening. “Pro-
ceeds from the fundraiser
support Rockford-area
students attending NIU.
While scholarship pro-
grams typically cover
tuition and fees, they

rarely cover incidentals.
Sometimes travel and
housing and books pres-
ent a financial strain that
make staying in school
challenging.” Proceeds
from this event will be
one way the local club
and other supporters help
close that gap.

“We are grateful to
John and his family for
suggesting this event

to support local stu-
dents,” says Michelle
Gorham, local alumni
club co-president. “One
ofour goals is supporting
local students who can
earn a degree and then
return to the area to use
their skills and abilities
to build Rockford and the
region. We are excited to
work toward closing the
gap for current and future

Huskies.”

Register for the con-
cert at https://www.
myniu.com/store.htm-
1?event_1d=2722. Cost
is $5 and additional do-
nations will be welcome
onsite. Heavy appetizers
will be provided.

For more information,
email alumnievents@
niu.edu or call 815-753-
2586.

Unmatched field knowledge is gained at Illinois Extension youth crop competition

URBANA —Foryouth
looking towards a career
in agriculture, specifically
withinthe agronomy sector,
the Youth Crop Scouting
Competition with Univer-
sity of [llinois Extension is
aperfectstopalongthe way.

Not only can competi-
tion experience be added
to a resume, but it is a
unique opportunity forhigh
school students interested
in agriculture to work as a
team to explore and help
solve today’s crop-related
issues. The competition is
a platform for students to
demonstrate their exper-
tise, skills, and knowledge
towards becoming future

agriculture professionals.
OnAug.4,teams ofhigh
school students will rotate
through various crop test-
ing stations set up in comn
and soybean fields to test
their knowledge on topics
including weeds, insects,
disease identification, corn
and soybean growth stages,
abiotic disorders, pesticide
application, and integrated
pest management.
“It’sexciting whenyouth
and teams return year after
yearwantingtoplacehigher
or earn more points ata cer-
tain station,” says Meagan
Diss, competition coordi-
nator and commercial ag
specialist with Illinois Ex-

tension. “That truly shows
the impact of the event and
dedicationthe youthhaveto
keep growing.”
Understanding what is
happening in today’s farm
fields strengthens relation-
ships with growers and
provides the advantage of
strategically making the
bestmanagementdecisions
tomaximizeyield and prof-
it. Students are helping push
the future of agriculture
forward by participating
in competitions through
Extension’s Illinois4-Hand
[llinois Association FFA.
University staff will
judge the teams to deter-
mine results, and the top

four teams will win cash
prizes sponsored by indus-
try and university partners.
Cash prizes awarded to
the top four teams include
$500, $300, $200, and
$100. The top two teams
will also advance to repre-
sent Illinois at the regional
competition hosted this year
in lowa.

“University researchers
and Extension experts
always look forward to the
annual event forthe conver-
sations and questions youth
bring withthem,” says Diss.
“It’s truly an unmatched
experience fornetworking,
educational opportunity,
and personal growth while

having fun.”

The competition field
rotations begin at 8:30
am. to 1:30 p.m. at the
University of Illinois Ur-
bana-Champaign Crop
Sciences Research and Ed-
ucation Center, 4202 South
Ist St., Champaign. Team
check-in starts at 8 a.m.

The competition is open
to high school students
completing grades 9-12 in
the spring of 2025. Official
teams include two to five
students, and anadultcoach
must lead all teams. Teams
are encouraged to sign up
prior to the end of the cur-
rent school year, as space
is limited to 10 total teams.

For event details or to
register teams by July 3,
visit go.illinois.edu/Crop-
Scouting. New this year,
allteams will be required to
provide completed release
forms, by physical or dig-
ital copies, turned in prior
to the competition, or the
team will not be allowed
to participate.

For questions or if you
need a reasonable accom-
modation to participate
in this program, contact
Meagan Diss at mediss@
illinois.edu or 217-300-
5386. Early requests are
strongly encouraged to al-
low sufficient time to meet
access needs.

Womanspace Fine Arts Scholarship

ROCKFORD
Womanspace is looking
to further the creative
ambitions of one high
school student by offering
a $1,000 college schol-
arship. The application
criteria are as follows:

Must be a resident of
Winnebago, Boone or Ogle

County.

Must be a senior at a
Winnebago, Boone or Ogle
County public or private
high school.

Must have a minimum
GPA of 3.0 out 0f 4.0

Musthaveachosenaca-
demic field of study in fine
arts (includes: visual arts,

suchas drawing, sculpting,
painting, music, dance,
theater, or architecture).
Applications without an
identified major will not
be considered.

The deadline for this
scholarshipis April 15 with
the awardee notified no
later than April 30. A full

application can be found
online at www.womans-
pace-rockford.org/schol-
arship. Application ma-
terials must be submitted
to krisilizie@mac.com or
mailed to: Womanspace
Scholarship 2025, 3720
HighcrestRoad, Rockford,
IL 61107.

applications open

Womanspace is a not-
for-profit organization
offering programs for
women, men and children
to enhance body, mind
and spirit, with a focus on
the creative arts, holistic
health, interfaith explo-
ration and environmental
stewardship. Situated on

seven wooded acres in
Rockford, Illinois, the
Womanspace campus
boasts multi-media art
studios, galleries, a gift
shop, beautiful gardens
andamuch-celebrated lab-
yrinth. More information
canbe found atwww.wom-
anspace-rockford.org.

4-H Day

OREGON — More
than 40 youth participated
in the 2025 4-H Day of
Dabbling on March 22.
This was an opportunity for
them to explore numerous
areas of 4-H project work
hands-on.

Eighteen workshops
were offered; each partic-
ipant chose three. Project

of Dabbling took place March 22 in Ogle County

areas included visual arts,
food and nutrition, fishing,
crocheting, geology, Clo-
verbud projects, science,
photo editing, sewing, and
braceletmaking. Asaresult
of the workshop, partici-
pants took home creations
ranging from a Macramé
Ring, potholders, a clay
fish, and explosion books.

4-H volunteers and
youth conducted the work-
shops. Presenters included:
Lisa Hinrichs, Oregon;
Bethany Kennedy, Davis
Junction; Katie and Lydia
Sherburne, Byron; Allissa
Martin, Oregon; Imman-
uel Arellano, Mt. Morris;
Harmony Coy, Mt. Morris;
Phil Bratta, Davis Junction;

Marcia Heuer, Oregon;
Vickie Smith, Forreston;
AmandaHarbaugh, Chana;
Laura Zimmerman, Mt.
Morris; Bethany Akins,
Polo; Frank Sladek, IDNR;
Kathy Dombek, 4-H pro-
gram coordinator, Katie
Williamson, 4-H program
coordinator, and Johnna
Jennings, University of

Illinois Extension educator.

Andrew and Jacob
Hickman, Byron; Raiden
Zimmerman, Mt. Morris;
Josh Snow, Oregon; and
Mallory King, Davis Junc-
tion, assisted in various
ways. Many thanks to all
who contributed their time
and energy to make this
event possible.

4-H is a program of
the University of Illinois
Extension. For more infor-
mation about 4-H, contact
the Ogle County Extension
Office, 421 W. Pines Road,
Suite 10, Oregon, IL61061,
by calling (815)732-2191
or visitus online at https://
extension.illinois.edu/
bdo.

Arellano Jr. announces local fire department grants

SPRINGFIELD -
State Sen. Li Arellano,
Jr (R-Dixon) and the
[llinois Office of the
State Fire Marshal are
pleased to announce
five Small Equipment

Grants awarded to fire
departments across the
37th District.

“These grants are crit-
ical for our rural emer-
gency services,” said
Senator Arellano, Jr.

“Many of these depart-
ments operate on tight
budgets and depend on
community fundraising
just to stay afloat. This
funding ensures they
have the resources nec-

essary to protect and
serve their communities
effectively.”

The following fire
departments in the 37th
District received grants:

Dunlap Community

Fire Protection District
$21,985; Erie Fire Pro-
tection District $23,919;
Lee Community Fire Pro-
tection District $25,000;
Malta Fire Protection
District $11,997; Min-

eral Gold Fire Protection
District $24,991.

The OSFM received
347 applications request-
ingatotal of $7.7 million
in funding during this
grant period.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Office recognizes Distracted Driving Awareness Month

OREGON — The
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Office announced April
3 it is partnering with
the Illinois Department
of Transportation, the
[llinois State Police and
more than 200 local law
enforcement agencies
to step up enforcement

efforts across the state in
recognition of Distract-
ed Driving Awareness
Month.

“Distracted driving is
dangerous, claiming 58
lives in Illinois in 2023.
We need everyone’s sup-
port in making our roads
safer, which includes

staying focused behind
the wheel,” said Sheriff
Brian VanVickle. “We’re
excited to support IDOT’s
efforts in educating all
road users about the im-
portance of putting your
phone away, setting your
navigation before your
trip begins and driving

distraction-free.”

“It has become all too
common to see people
driving down the road
while looking at their
phones,” said Sheriff
VanVickle. “People know
texting and driving is both
dangerous and illegal, but
they do itanyway, putting

themselves and others at
risk. During April, you
will see increased law
enforcement efforts as
officers stop and ticket
anyone who violates dis-
tracted driving and other
Illinois motor vehicle
laws.”

In Illinois, using your

phone in anything other
than hands-free mode is
not only dangerous, but
also illegal. Put the phone
away or pay.

The Illinois distract-
ed driving campaign is
funded with federal traffic
safety funds administered
by IDOT.
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Lix goar eyes on Jesus
Jane Reineck Crusader
Dinner & Auction
Friday, April 11
Serving dinner
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Silent Auction

during dinner

Live Auction hegins
at6:30pm

Proceeds will benefit the educational needs at St. Paul Lutheran School.
Tickets available at St. Paul Lutheran School - 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle, IL = 815-562-6323

5-6:30pm

04022025

L

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) offering
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

Rent based
on 30% of a

Resident’s Adjusted
Gross Income

o Activities

* Secure Entry System
* Community room with kitchen

* On-site coin operated laundry

* On-site management office

* Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
* On-site parking for residents

Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

$ Luthe

MANAGED BY:

www.LSSI.org

ran Social Services of Illinois

&

EQUAL HOUBIN'S
OPPORTUHITY

07262023
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Rochelle VFW donates to BraveHearts in Poplar Grove
On March 29, Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post #3878 Commander Dennis Orlikowski
presented a donation check to BraveHearts at their Poplar Grove facility. This
donation is from the proceeds of the most recent Queen of Hearts drawing.
Pictured (left to right) are Veteran Tim Gilbertson, Hank, Equine Administrative
VIP Laura Stieglitz, Commander Dennis Orlikowski, Veteran Relations Coordinator
Bill Mercurio, Quartermaster Joe Drought, Willy, and Veteran Josh Kasper.
(Courtesy photo)
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Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post 3878 recently made a $4,000 donation to the Hub City
Senior Center with a portion of the proceeds from its recent Queen of Hearts
game. “It’s people like you who help us provide a place for our seniors. We
appreciate you for always being there for us and for your continued support,” a
Hub City Senior Center Facebook post said. Pictured is Post Commander Dennis
Orlikowski and Senior Center Executive Director Diana King. (Courtesy photo)
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Rochelle VFW donates to Rochelle Lions Club
On April 1, Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post #3878 Commander Dennis Orlikowski
presented a donation check to the Rochelle Lions Club. This donation is from the
proceeds of the most recent Queen of Hearts drawing. If you would like to learn
more about the Rochelle Lions Club’s programs or to make a personal donation,
please visit the club’s Facebook page. Pictured (left to right) are Past Treasurer
Doyle Curtis, Vice President Rick Cogswell, Orlikowski, President Kevin Zilm, and

Secretary Marjorie Kuehl. (Courtesy photo)
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Rochelle VFW donates to Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center

On April 1 Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post #3878 Commander Dennis Orlikowski present-
ed a donation check to Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center. This donation
is from the proceeds of the most recent Queen of Hearts drawing. Shining Star
Children’s Advocacy Center offers services to survivors of child abuse through

identification, offender accountability, advocacy, counseling, and education.

Pictured (left to right) are Rochelle Police Department Officer Andrew Herring,

Orlikowski, Ashley Patrick, Executive Director Jessica Cash and RPD Officer Pedro
Anaya. (Courtesy photo)

Rochelle VFW donates to Foundation for Focus House
Rochelle VFW Post 3878 recently made a $9,500 donation to Foundation for Focus
House with a portion of the proceeds from its recent Queen of Hearts game.
“Your continued support for our youth and our programming is appreciated so
much,” a Foundation for Focus House Facebook post said. Pictured: Dennis
Orlikowski (post commander), Jeni Hardin (foundation executive director), and

Lance Charnock (foundation vice chairman). (Courtesy photo)
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Rochelle VFW donates to HOPE of Ogle County

On Apiril 1, Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post #3878 Commander Dennis Orlikowski
presented a donation check to HOPE of Ogle County. This donation is from the
proceeds of the most recent Queen of Hearts drawing. HOPE of Ogle County
offers free and confidential services to survivors of domestic violence. Pictured
(left to right) are Orlikowski and Executive Director Rebecca Laudati. Learn more
at hopedv.org. (Courtesy photo)
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Rochelle VFW donates to Rochelle Rotary Club
Rochelle VFW Post 3878 recently made a $5,000 donation to the Rochelle Rotary
Club with a portion of its proceeds from its recently Queen of Hearts game.
“This money will go a long way to help us continue to do amazing things in
our community,” a Rotary Facebook post said. Pictured: Dennis Orlikowski - VFW
commander, Lance Charnock - Rochelle Rotary president, and Jeni Hardin -
Rochelle Rotary publicimage chair. (Courtesy photo)

Community Foundation of Northern Illinois Neighborhood Grant applications available

ROCKFORD — As
of April 1, The Com-
munity Foundation of
Northern Illinois (CF-
NIL) will now accept ap-
plications for the Neigh-
borhood Grants Program
on a rolling basis. This
program is open to neigh-
borhood-based groups
and nonprofit organiza-
tions operating in Boone,
Ogle, Stephenson, and
Winnebago Counties. A
unique feature of this

grant program is that
while the groups apply-
ing should be organized
for a charitable purpose,
they do not need to be
registered 501c3s. CF-
NIL has operated aneigh-
borhood grants program
since 1995, distributing
over $1 million to build
better neighborhoods in
Rockford and beyond.
The Neighborhood
Grants Program funds
neighborhood-focused

and resident-led projects,
including but not limited
to beautification, crime
prevention, surveys,
clean ups, newsletters,
organizing, reforesta-
tion, and resident-fo-
cused education. The
maximum award per
project is $2,500. Appli-
cations will be reviewed
as received throughout
the year and available
funds awarded until de-
pleted. Applicants may

notreceive more than one
award per calendar year.

CFNIL staff will host
an informational webi-
nar to learn more about
this grant program and
answer questions from
attendees on Thursday,
April 17 at 5:30 p.m.
The webinar will be
provided live via Zoom.
Please RSVP via the link
found at https://ctnil.org/
grants/neighborhood to
confirm your attendance

and receive the webinar
link.

Applications must
be submitted through
CFNIL’s online grants
application portal. To
learn more about the
program, view grant
guidelines, and start
your application, visit:
https://ctnil.org/grants/
neighborhood.

About the Community
Foundation of Northern
Illinois: The mission of

the Community Founda-
tion of Northern Illinois
is to inspire endowment
and promote philanthro-
py for the current and
future needs of the peo-
ple of Northern Illinois.
Since its founding in
1953 CFNIL has granted
more than $90 million
for charitable purposes.
Learn more about CF-
NIL’s commitment to
grantmaking at www.
cfnil.org.
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. EASTER Werskis €0 Celebrations.. M

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Church and School

|I| THE

1415 Tenth Ave. Church
Rochelle 7 Luttzran CHURCH g45 565 5744
stpaul2@rochelle.net

stpaulev.org

April 17 Maundy Thursday Worship 6:00 p.m.
April 18 Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 6:00 p.m.

April 20 Easter Sunrise Worship 6:30 a.m.

“He Is Risen” Easter Breakfast between 6:30a.m.& 9a.m. Services CELEBRATE
includes Breakfast Casserole, Fruit Cup, Sweet Dessert & Beverage THE MIRACILE

(no advance tickets needed)

April 20 Easter Celebration Worship 9:00 a.m.

Please join us for Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday

“Building Relationships in Christ, Now and Forever"

04022025

St. Patrick Catholic Church

Kelley Drive & Caron Rd.—Rochelle

(815) 562-2370
Rev. Jesus Dominguez — Pastor

Good Friday
April 18 (No Daily Mass)
**Church Offices Closed**

Liturgy of the Word, Communion and

Veneration of the Cross at 2:00 pm
3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet and live stations

of the cross around our parking lot.

7:00 pm Spanish Rosario de Pésame.

Palm Sunday
April 13
Blessings of Palms & Solemn Entrance
Saturday, April 12
Vigil Mass at 5:00 pm
Vigil Mass at 7:00 pm in Spanish
Sunday Masses April 13 at 7:30 am,
9:00 am, 11:00 am in Spanish

EASTER TRIDUUM SCHEDULE Hog':rﬁf‘i;day
. Holy Thur§day Easter Vigil: 8:00 pm Bilingual
April 17 (No Daily Mass)

**Church Offices Closed**
Bilingual Mass of the Last Supper of the Lord
at7:00 pm
Adoration in the Parish Center from
8:30 pm — 11:00 pm

Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of the Lord
April 20, 2025
9:00 am
& 11:00 am in Spanish
Easter Egg Hunting After Masses

04022025

DO YOU BELIEVE?

The truth that AN

"Z%, @ CRLVARY LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
HORI/) ©O0D FRIDAY EASTER SUNPAY

APRIL ISTH APRIL ZO0TH

@ 7PM @ 10 AM
LIVE PERFORMANCES EASTER EGG

Earter Su m’@
Service &
Children'r Cantata

Sunday,
Apl’il 20 @WW’%@W% Eventy \

Spring Revival with Pastor Greg Hurst of
10 a.m.

Johnson Chapel Church in Washburn TN

4/27 Sunday - 10AM & 6PM
4/28 Monday - 7PM
4/29 Tuesday - 7PM

The Howell Family Goncert
\_ oiSmdm o
Harvest Baytist Church |
4 n = [

04022025

241 Scott Avenue - Hillcrest, IL
815-757-3427

&

l\/\M IANDNAAVAENAY "‘E—FILI_E

14206 E. Flagg Road - Rochelle, IL

815-562-7575 - www.faithlcrochelle.org
Pastor Joy Alsop

Come Worship With Us This Faster!
Sunday, April 13th

9am - Palm Sunday Service

NV
BN a5

Thursday, April 17th P\

7pm - Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion ;
v

o

Friday, April 18th
7pm - Good Friday Service

I NRSVAIE N YAY

April 17
?@ CALVARY Maundy Thursday Service 7PM

April 18
LUTHERAN  Good Friday Service 7PM
CHURCH

April 20
Easter Sunday Breakfast 9:30AM

r’fﬂff n Easter Sunday Worship 10:30AM

19 Perry Road, Lee
815-824-2825
calvarychurchlee@gmail.com
calvarychurchlee.com

“Rooted in Scripture; Growing in Faith;
Feeding Souls & Sharing God’s Grace.”

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"ASTER

Maundy Thursday: 6:30 p.m. Service

Good Friday: 12:00 Noon

CHRIST
[S RISEN

& Faster Breakfast following the Sunrise Service

Sunday: 6:30am Sunrise Service,
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service

9:00 service will be streamed on our

Facebook Page & YouTube Channel 1100 Calvin Rd)

Rochelle
815-562-7053

Facebook: facebook.com/placeforgrace
YouTube: First Pres Rochelle

Good Friday Easter
Noon-3pm 9am Worship
Stations of the Cross. Celebration
(Walk Thru at your own with fellowship &
pace) treats afterwards!
7pm Good Friday
Experience in Hicks
Hall for all ages

Rochelle United Methodist Church
709 4th Ave
Rochelle, 11 60168
RochelleUMC.com
815-562-2164
facebook.com/RochelleU
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Contact your sales
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SPORTS

GIRLS BEAT STREATOR

The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team won
4-2 over Streator on Tuesday evening.

See page 3 for more details

RTHS Softball

Heller dazzles in loss to Guilford

Sophomore righty strikes out 17 batters during complete-game outing Monday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE —Soph-
omore Emma Heller daz-
zled in the pitcher’s circle
Monday evening, when the
Rochelle Lady Hub softball
team returned home for a
varsity matchup against
Guilford.

Heller took control of
the circle, overcoming a
trio of earned runs to fire
a complete game while
striking out a season-high
17 batters and allowing
only one walk. Despite
Heller’s dazzling display
in the circle, Rochelle was
unabletodeliver timely hits
in the late innings, scoring
one run in the fourth inning
butfallingshortina4-1 loss
to the Vikings. Rochelle (2-
3, 0-0 Interstate 8) hit the
road for a nonconference
game against Mendota on
Thursday evening

“I thought Emma did
a really good job of mix-
ing up her pitches,” head
coach Deanna Jacobs said.
“We’ve been working re-
allyhard withcoach[Bella]
Lodico and she’s been call-
ing the pitches and really
challenging our pitchers,
which has been huge. I
thought Emma jumped out
of her comfort zone and
trusted us to let us call the
pitches and she was hitting
her spots.”

Heller struck out six
batters over the first two
innings, but Guilford took
a 2-0 lead in the top of the

second inning, where third
baseman Mary Bielefeldt
ripped an RBI double to
center field before scor-
ing on a passed ball later
in the frame. The Vikings
tallied two more runs in
the top of the third in-
ning, taking a 4-0 lead
after pitcher Malia Welch
belted an RBI triple to deep
right and catcher Georgia
Eklund brought her home
onan RBI groundout to the
second-base side.

The Lady Hubs threat-
ened in the bottom of
the third inning, putting
two runners on base after
sophomore Jaclynn Lira
singled to center and junior
Madigan Williams reached
on an error. Although two
strikeouts and a flyout
ended the threat, Rochelle
broke through in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning,
where senior Lauren Dyer
smacked a lead-off double
before coming home on an
RBIsingle fromsophomore
Camryn Metzger, who sent
a grounder through the
right side.

“Cam’s confidencelevel
between last year and this
year is a night and day
difference,” Jacobs said.
“She’s alot more confident
in her abilities and she’s
able to pick herselfup a lot
more. She’s able to take a
breath and go get the next
ball and she’s really been
able to push herself.”

Trailing 4-1, Rochelle
loaded the bases in the
fourth inning, with fresh-
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Emma Heller threw a complete game for the Rochelle Lady Hub softball team on Monday, striking
out 17 batters and allowing only one walk and three earned runs. Rochelle fell to Guilford 4-1.

man Cheyenne Somers
sending a single to right
field and Williams drawing
a two-out walk to move
Metzger over to third base.
But a groundout to the
second-base side quashed
a promising frame for the
Lady Hubs, who finished
with seven hits in the
game. Dyer singled in the

bottom of the fifth inning
and Metzger singled in the
bottom of the sixth inning,
but the Lady Hubs were
unable to score.
“Lookingpastthis game,
I think our hits have been
really timely and that’s
been huge for us,” Jacobs
said. “We’ve been able to
bond as a team and gain

that chemistry and talk a
ton, which has been big for
us. That was lacking today
and that was reflected in
our score.”

Sophomore Briel
Metzger attempted to spark
a late rally in the bottom of
the seventh, belting a one-
out triple into deep right
field. Rochelle couldn’t

capitalize, however, as
Welch struck out consec-
utive batters to strand
Metzger at third base and
seal Guilford’s win. Welch
also pitched a complete
game, striking out 11 bat-
ters with only one walk.
Dyer and Camryn Metzger
each went 2 for 3 to lead the
Rochelle offense.

RTHS Girls Soccer

Flores signs to play soccer at Rock Valle?f
Senior defender was named All-Interstate 8 honoree for Rochel

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — It
was a “no-brainer” for
Rochelle Township High
School senior Betty Flores
to commit to continuing
her academics and her
soccer career at Rock
Valley College. Flores
has several connections
to the school, as some
of her former club team-
mates currently play for
the Golden Eagles and
her older brother Atl once
played for the school’s
men’s soccer program.

“A lot of my past club
players are there and they
recommended the coach to
me on several occasions,”
Flores said. “It’s close to
home too and I can com-
mute. It’s a great environ-
ment and [ like how the
coaches are involved in
not only improving your
skills, but also academi-
cally. It opens up more
opportunities and if I
want to continue playing
soccer, I can go to bigger
schools with bigger pro-
grams. They have a great
community there and it’s
a great environment.”

Flores, who plays club
soccer with Shadow Pre-
miere FC in Belvidere, has
been with the varsity soc-

cerprogramat RTHS over
each of'the last four years.
Flores rotated between
midfield and defense as a
freshman before becom-
ing a starting defender
during her sophomore
season, when she earned
All-Interstate 8 honors and
helped lead the Lady Hubs
to seven victories.
“Some of my friends
are over there and it’ll
be really nice to see
them and play with them
again,” Flores said. “It’s
very competitive there
and I feel like that’s one
way | can push myself
to be a better player and
person. I can’t wait to
play with other people
and I’m really excited to
be with people who share
the same ambition as I do.
Playing tougher teams will
improve me overall.”
Flores became a two-
time All-Interstate 8 hon-
oree during her junior
season, when she returned
to a starting defensive role
at center back and added
two goals with one assist.
Now a senior, Floresis one
of three team captains for
the Lady Hubs, who are off
to a 3-2 start this season
and who’ve already tied
their season total for wins
from last season, when
Rochelle went 3-20.

“Our first game was
rough, but we needed that
so the girls could see what
it’sgoingtobelike,” Flores
said. “I’m really glad that
they all stayed because a
lot of them are new and it
was a bit discouraging at
first, but seeing how they
play and how they look up
tome, Makayla[Lara] and
Emma [Kennay] shows
that we can lead and we
can be an example for
them. Even though a lot
of girls are new and half
of them haven’t played
competitively, I’'m glad
thatthey didn’t giveup and
they’re very passionate.
They aren’teasily discour-
aged and they’re giving it
their all.”

Flores, who’s consider-
ing nursing and intends to
pursueacareer in the medi-
cal field after high school,
has earned Rochelle’s
Defensive Player of the
Year Award over each of
the last two seasons. Her
experience in the back row
has been a tremendous
asset to the Lady Hubs,
who’ve shut out two of
their five opponents this
season. Flores said that her
ability to adapt and adjust
during her four years at
RTHS have helped prepare
her for a chance to play
collegiately.

PR p A

College

e last season

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Betty Flores will be continuing her academics and her soccer career at Rock
Valley College next year. Flores aims to pursue a career in the medical field.

“I told coach [Kevan]
Watkins that I'm a soc-
cer player and wherever [
play, I can adapt,” Flores
said. “As long as I’'m on

the pitch and I’m playing,
that’s all that matters to me.
I’m never going to change
the way [ am on and offthe
pitch. I’'m very vocal and

I hope to continue playing
with confidence... [ know
to trust in my abilities and
play the way I've always
been playing.”
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

/
EVE . T
WW BUSINESS
/L Go Hubs!

Lassiter Agency

1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

816-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com
License IL, WI, & Ml Insurance

sl cerTFED PUBLO
e 1" "ﬁ.
ug - NOTARY
ok ﬂ!. MORTGAGE LOAN
& ORGINATOR

£

k]
> NMLS: 2516202

“elonstoe’tede

Jomvso:v
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

« Large menu of foods

« Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

« Hand dipped ice cream i
(16 flavors) ’&

P COUNIRYACHOD!

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT §
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

 CENTRAL
'ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Rees e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle o
El
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. ;.

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns =

Construction, Inc.  Established 1997

¢ Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

\ FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

oo

621 First Ave., Rochelle
Lic# 055-013999 (81 5) 562 8784

Alfano’s

Pizzeria and Italian Restaura

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery

1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: 12 years.

Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?

A: Being competitive and winning.

Q: What is your favorite school
subject and why?
A: Conditioning because I get to
work out during school.
Q: Who is your favorite athlete
and why?
A: Trevor Bauer because he
always worked hard and did what
others thought he couldn t

John
Williams
Year: Freshman

Sport: Baseball

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: 12 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?
A: The teamwork.
Q: What is your favorite school
subject and why?
A: Math because of the work [
have to do.
Q: Who is your favorite athlete
and why?
A: Frank Nazar because of his
work ethic.
Q: Who is your biggest role

Dayton
Mellor
Year: Freshman

Sport: Baseball

Q: Who is your biggest role
model and why?
A: My mom because she always
encourages me to succeed.
Q: What is your dream job and
why?
A: To make the MLB so I could
keep playing baseball.
Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?

A: Japan so I could try the food.
Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: Being with my friends.

model and why?
A: My brother because he pushes
me to do my best.
Q: What is your dream job and
why?
A: To be a marshal so I could
guard my country.
Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?
A: Iceland because of the beauty
of it.

Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: The friends I make.

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

ErE|

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

6 CONS TRUCTION, |

Small or Big Construction Hiring
Jobs, We Do Them All! w

ClasSYA(CDI
Queen’s Trucking & - |
Construction, Inc. n JDrivers

322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

,u
R Chelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

Local People Providing Local Service

@ MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Waterss\Waste\water,
Electrici:iGommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Home & auto.
Easy & affordable.

Call me for a quote today

& StateFarm’

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc
nt

Stillman

BANK

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

Member

www.stillmanbank.com Bi¢
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RTHS Girls Soccer

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

it |

R

Rochelle Lady Hubs score road win over Streator in nonconference action Tuesday evening
The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity soccer team went on the road and scored a 4-2 win over Streator in nonconference play Tuesday evening. Senior Makayla Lara turned
in a hat trick with three goals, while freshman Paige Harris added one goal for the Lady Hubs (3-2, 0-0 Interstate 8), who will begin Interstate 8 competition against
Sycamore this coming week. Above, freshman Abigail Dougherty (left) battles with Streator’s Elsa Sorensen and freshman Paige Harris (right) celebrates her goal.
Below, freshman Martha Landa (left) boots a right-footer and freshman Natalie Foster (right) kicks the ball with her left foot.

1st Annual Brandon Dodrill Memorial Tournament set for April 12
Brandon Dodrill Memorial Foundation supports RTHS boys, girls bowling teams

ROCHELLE — The 300 and handicap will be

Funds raised from the season, bowlers will use bowl. Winningswillbede- A scratch division will be

1st Annual Brandon Do-
drill Memorial Tourna-
ment will be held at Mardi
Gras Lanes in DeKalb on
Saturday, April 12 at 7
p.m. The entry fee will be
$50 per person and there
are 80 slots available. The
fundraiser will include
ball raffles, drink specials
and a 50/50 raffle.

tournament will support
the Brandon Dodrill Me-
morial Foundation, which
raises money to support
the Rochelle Township
High School bowling pro-
gram. Bowlers will bowl
four games of nine-pin no-
tap and results will be total
pin fall with handicap. All
games will be capped at

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns

Construction, L.

* Residential &
Commercial Concrete
¢ Additions

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, | °
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, |
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

QQSX‘ 0.300“

3
e.a\év; glo\“ s

Structures

based off 90% of 200, but
may notexceed 50 pins per
game. Handicap will be
based off highest average
of the 2023-24 bowling
season (21 games).

If bowlers do not have
21 games, a composite
average will be used.
If there’s no composite
average for the 2023-24

fgﬂCKEQ;

|CONCRETE |
C|TTO-771-2315|
:: 815-758-899.

FREE ESTIMATES!
Call Mark

.1: Family owned & operated
|| for over 50 years

a highest average from
the 2022-23 season. If
there is no average, men
will use 170 and women
will use 150. It’s each
bowler’s responsibility to
ensure the proper average
verification. Tournament
directors will have the
final decision.

Youth are allowed to

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
CONTACT US

W
€Dy,
pfo,,l I'Ven
K Yo,, lw

« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

' -
Lic# 055-013999
A
L

621 First Ave., Rochelle |
(815)562-8784 |

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

« Competitive Pricing
« Site Preparation Available

posited into their SMART
accounts. Anyone under
18 yearsofagemusthavea
parent sign a form. Forms
will be available on site.
Payout for the tournament
willbea 1:5 spots paid out.
The $50 entry fee includes
$15 toward lineage, $10
toward the foundation and
$25 toward the prize fund.

'f HULL

HvAC

Heating, Cooling & Duct Cleaning Specialist

815-561-6551

www.HullHVAC.com

available for $20 and all
money collected will be
paid back. Brackets and
side pots will be available.
There will be ball and jer-
sey raffles. For questions
or additional information,
contact the foundation via
email atinfo@brandondo-
drillmemorialfoundation.

org.

Air COndltloner
Clean & Check

$60. 00

After $35 rebate.

Do You Offer??
815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on
our Service Directory.
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RTHS Softball

Lady Hubs break out the bats against Mendota

Rochelle records season-high 22 hits during 17-6 win over Trojans on Thursday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MENDOTA —Lauren
Dyer showed off warn-
ing track power across
the outfield Thursday
evening, when the senior
first baseman went 4 for
4 and drove in four runs
to fuel the Rochelle Lady
Hub offense during the
team’s nonconference var-
sity softball game against
Mendota.

Dyer finished with three
singles and one double
for the Lady Hubs, who
erupted for 22 hits over six
innings in a 17-6 win over
the Trojans. The Wartburg
College commit drove
in the first of Rochelle’s
three first-inning runs,
belting an RBI single to
the center-field wall that
brought home freshman
Mya Martinez, who also
totaled four hits and four
RBIs on Thursday. The
Lady Hubs (3-3, 0-0 In-
terstate 8) will continue
nonconference play at
Freeport on Monday,
April 7 at 4:30 p.m.

“We’ve been working
on our hitting a lot during
practice and I feel like our
team dynamic is so much
better this year,” said
Dyer, who reached base
five times on Thursday.
“We’re all friends and
we’re all getting along.

I tried to stay disciplined
and when I saw a pitch
to hit, I swung as hard
as | could. It helps our
confidence because we
know that when we hit
the ball, we can stay with
any team. We’re off to a
really good start and I’'m
excited for the rest of the
season.”

Sophomore Camryn
Metzger gave the Lady
Hubs a 3-0 lead late in
the first inning, using the
opposite field to deliver
an RBI single that scored
freshman Audrina Rodri-
guez, who reached on a
dropped third strike ear-
lier in the frame. Metzger
was one of six Rochelle
players to record at least
two hits in the game.
Martinez, who pitched
all six innings and struck
out four, sparked a four-
run surge in the second
inning, rolling a two-run
single through the left side
of the infield.

“We showed a lot of
confidence at the plate and
we showed an ability to
make adjustments,” head
coach Deanna Jacobs said.
“They were able to learn
from their past swings and
the past swings of others.
They were able to scoot
up in the box, adjust their
hands and wait a little bit.
I thought their ability to
make those adjustments

today was huge. Defen-
sively, we wanted the
ball and we wanted to
make plays. They played
together on defense and I
thought that was huge.”
Rochelle held a 7-1
lead after the top of the
second inning, where
Dyer launched an RBI
single into deep right field
before Rodriguez laced
an RBI double on a hard
grounder to left. Despite
ahome run for Mendota’s
Addy Perryman in the bot-
tom of the second inning,
the Trojans were unable to
contain the Lady Hub bats,
which drove in two more
runs in the top of the third
inning, where sophomore
Phelisity Lopezhitan RBI
double to right before
scoring on a passed ball.
The Lady Hubs broke
the game wide open in the
top of the fourth inning,
tallying five runs to take
a 14-2 lead over the Tro-
jans. Three straight hits
opened the frames, with
sophomore Jaclynn Lira
loftingan RBIdoubleona
fly ball toright field before
junior Madigan Williams
floated an RBI single to
left. Martinez and Dyer
capped off the frame,
with Martinez blasting a
two-run double into the
left-center field gap and
Dyer taking an RBI single
through the middle.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Phelisity Lopez went 2 for 2 and scored three runs during the
Rochelle Lady Hub softball team’s nonconference win over Mendota on Thursday.

Mendota fought back
in the bottom of the fifth
inning, scoring three runs
on five singles to erase
their double-digit deficit
and avoid therunrule. But
the Lady Hubs continued
to attack at the plate,
scratching three runs in
the top of the sixth to
carry an 11-run lead into
the bottom half. Alead-off
double from Lopez led to

an RBI single from sopho-
more Emma Heller, who
hitasoftlinerinto shallow
center. Dyer drove Heller
home on an RBI double to
the left-field fence.
“We’re young, but we
have a lot of experience
and I think that’s going
to help us a lot this year,”
Dyer said. “My goals for
this year are to be sup-
portive of the girls and to

be a leader.”

Metzger brought in
Rochelle’s final run of the
evening, sending a high fly
ball to deep right field for
an RBI triple. Metzgerand
Williams each finished
with three hits, while
Martinez, Dyer and Lopez
each scored three runs in
the victory. The 22 hits
are a new season-high for
Rochelle.

lllinois High School Association

Henry, Troha promoted to associate executive director positions

HE Illinois High
School Asso-
ciation (IHSA)

Board of Directors ap-
proved the promotion of
Tracie Henry and Matt
Troha to Associate Ex-
ecutive Director positions

News-Leader

Follow The
Leader

Stay in the
loop with the
latest and
#~ most accurate
local news
by following
the Rochelle
News-Leader
on Facebook

- and link to

our website at
fochellenews-leader.com

followers on

f Rochelle News-Leader

More than 8,300
RNL’s Facebook

during the Board’s March
meeting, which was held
in Champaign on Saturday,
March 15.

Henry and Troha both
currently hold Assistant
Executive Director titles
on the IHSA staff and will

Keep informed of

all the happenings

as we specialize in
bringing you

Local News... Local Views.

assume their new roles on
July 1.

“The IHSA Board of
Directors and I are ex-
cited to be able to offer
this opportunity to Tracie
and Matt,” said ITHSA
Executive Director Craig

RNLHOUSE

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
Phone: 815-562-4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

Anderson. “They have
each shown strong lead-
ership skills and worked
diligently on behalf of
the IHSA membership to
achieve our mission. They
have diverse backgrounds
and experiences that I be-
lieve will help shape the
future of the Association,
and I look forward to sup-
porting them as they adapt
to their new roles.”

In December, as a part
of the IHSA’s annual leg-
islative process, the IHSA
membership approved a
by-law change that would
allow for the IHSA Execu-
tive Director to establish
Associate Executive Di-
rector positions, while
giving the Associates the
ability to make eligibility
rulings. Previously, IHSA
by-laws only allowed for
the Executive Duirector to
make eligibility rulings.

A bio on each is pro-
vided below:

Tracie Henry

Tracie Henry joined the
IHSA staff in August of
2010 as the Coordinator of
Special Programs and was
promoted to Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director in April
of 2012. She is currently
the IHSA administrator
for girls flag football,
competitive dance, girls
gymnastics, and soft-
ball. She also oversees
sanctioning, wheelchair
basketball, the THSA’s
internship program, and
is the staff liaison to the
IHSA Foundation. Henry
had the unique experience
of starting two different
IHS A sports thus farin her
career, as she oversaw the
creation of the Competi-
tive Dance State Series
in 2013 and followed suit
with Girls Flag Football in
the fall of 2025. She has
served on four different
national rules committees
forthe NFHS, including in
flag football, gymnastics,
spirit, and softball.

“lam truly honored for
the opportunity to serve
the IHSA as an Associ-
ate Executive Director,”
said Tracie Henry. “High
school sports and activi-

ties have a profound im-
pact on students, schools,
and communities, and I
am excited to continue
supporting and growing
these experiences. It is
a privilege to serve the
Association in this new
role, and I look forward
to working to uphold the
mission and values of the
I[HSA.”

A 2001 graduate of
Stillman Valley High
School, Henry was a three-
sport athlete lettering in
volleyball, basketball and
soccer. The 2001 Stillman
Valley Female Athlete of
the year graduated from
Ilinois State University
(ISU)in 2005 with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Health
Education and then earned
her Master’s Degree in
Sports Management from
ISU in 2008. Prior to join-
ing the IHSA, she was
the Director of Events
and Game Operations
at ISU from 2005-2008
and continued in ISU
Athletic Development
until 2010. Henry serves
on the ISU Recreation
and Sport Management
Advisory Council and is
also on the Bloomington-
Normal YMCA Board of
Directors.

Matt Troha

Matt Troha was hired
by the IHSA as an Assis-
tant Executive Director in
August of 2008. Troha’s
main role initially was
communications, media
relations, publications,
and serving as the ad-
ministrator of the sport
of softball. Over time, his
responsibilities grew to in-
clude broadcasting, social
media, digital ticketing,
and administering the
Journalism State Series.
He also helped bring the
THSA’s Boys Lacrosse and

Girls Lacrosse State Se-
ries to fruition, serving as
the sport administrator for
both from 2018 to 2022.
He currently sits on the
IHSA Equity Committee
and has served on multiple
national committees for
the NFHS.

“I feel both humbled
and privileged to be se-
lected to serve the [HSA
in the Associate Execu-
tive Director role,” said
Troha. “My high school
coaches had an immense
impact on shaping me into
the husband, father, and
professional I am today,
so it means a great deal to
me to be able to continue
to support the THSA’s
mission in this new role.
I remain appreciative of
the opportunity Dr. Marty
Hickman gave me nearly
20 years ago at the [HSA,
and the continued support
I'havereceived from Craig
Anderson and the THSA
Board of Directors in the
time since.”

Troha is a 2000 gradu-
ate of Joliet Catholic
Academy, where he par-
ticipated in football and
served on the sports staff
of the high school year-
book. He worked as a
sportswriter while attend-
ing Monmouth College,
where he graduated with a
Communications Degree
in 2004, and later went on
to earn a Master’s Degree
in Organizational Leader-
ship from Marian Univer-
sity. Troha was the Sports
Information Director for
the Midwest Conference
for three years prior to
joining the IHSA staff.
He is currently an elected
member of his commu-
nity Board of Education
and also officiates THSA
basketball, baseball, and
softball.
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2023 RTHS Hubs Basehall Team

Head Coach: Jarrod Reynolds; Assistant Coaches: Dave Cartwright, Adrian Smith, Noah
Mershon, Jason Hickman; Managers: Rylie Thomas, Kami Damask, Sara Dolensek

JONATHAN ANDRIST

Sophomore

M _
RALFIE'S BBQ & CATERING

815-766-1668
815-757-0275
ralfiesbbg.com

ANDREW HUERTA

Sophomore

HOLCOMB BANK

233 East IL Route 38, Rochelle
815-562-3838
holcomb.bank

ANTONIO TRENADO

Senior

A
LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY

815-561-7131
6342 S. Westwood Ave.
lifeworksphotographystudio.com

BRODY BRUNS

Sophomore

COUNTRY FINANCIAL

JOSH MESSENGER
815-562-8164
501 N. 6th Street

countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger

BRANDYN METZGER

Senior

—

Ruchil

ROCHELLE COMMUNITY

HOSPITAL
815-562-2181
rochellehospital.com

RYAN SENNE

Senior

926 CUSTOM EMBROIDERY

404 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle

815-561-9500

926customembroidery.net

VAN GERBER

Junior

QUEENS TRUCKING &
CONSTRUCTION INC.

322 Errett Road, Rochelle

815-562-6064

queens-trucking.com * NOW HIRING!

GAVIN NEALE

Junior

bl
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

815-562-4171

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle
www.rochellenews-leader.com

BRODE METZGER

Junior

rochellehospital.com

«esd30PM ......Boylan CatholicHS ..............Home-Rochelle Twp. HS
wseesh:30 PM ...... Belvidere North HS ........... Away - Belvidere North HS
4:30PM ......Belvidere HS ............ouussssssseeeens AWy - Belvidere HS
10:00AM ....Princeton HS ......... weseeennees HOme - Rochelle HS
12:00PM ....Princeton HS .....cccceseeeerrssssssseeeee.. Home - Rochelle HS
weeeeeh:30 PM ...... MAMMION .....ccvnsuussesssienssese. HOMe - Rochelle Twp. HS
4:30PM. ......Rockford Aubum.................. Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
10:00 AM ... Streator HS .....uuuuuececceesssussssnsnsecenns Away - Streator HS
12:00PM ....Streator HS .......... .o AWAY - Streator HS
wed30PM ......SycamoreHS ........ ssssneese AWAY - Sycamore HS
wweeeh30PM ......Sycamore HS ....uuueeeccneeessenee Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
ceeeeh30PM ......SY@MOrE HS ..coonmuuuneecnncerrsssssneee Away - Sycamore HS
10:00 AM ... GUIfOrd HS ..ovvuuvccccrsvenrsssssssnnnnnnnes Away - Guilford HS
weeek:30PM ......Kaneland HS .......cccceeeecerss.. Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
«eeeh30PM ......Kaneland HS ........cccccecessseeseeee.. AWay - Kaneland HS
4:30PM ......Kaneland HS ...............ce...... Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
weenei00PM ......Sterling HS coueeucccrnesscerennnnen
0000000200 PM ......Sterling HS ....coouussessssscssssssssssanccens AWAY - Sterling HS
4:30PM.......Morris CommHS ..................Away - Morris Comm HS

wed30PM ......Morris Comm HS .................Home-Rochelle Twp. HS

«weeed30PM ......Morris Comm HS ..................Away - Morris Comm HS
sssene 430 PM .....FOITESLON HS .cccccrreeeeesseesssnensese AWaY - Forreston HS
4:00PM ......LaSalle-Peru S ................... Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
4:30PM ......LaSalle-PeruHs ...................Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
W5/07 .....4:30PM ......LaSalle-Peru KS ................Away - L-P Sports Complex
F5/09......4:30 PM ......Marengo HS ......c.c.ccouessessessesenes AWay - Marengo HS
M5/12......4:30 PM.......Ottawa Township HS ......Away - Ottawa Township HS
W5/14.....4:30 PM ......Ottawa Township HS ...........Home-Rochelle Twp. HS
Th5/15.....4:30 PM ......Ottawa Township HS ......Away - Ottawa Township HS

seeeneees AWAY - Sterling HS

$a5/17.....10:00 AM ..... DiXON HS .......ccouuessecsecensense. Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
Sa5/17.....12:00 PM .... Dixon HS ......... «.eesses HOMe - Rochelle Twp. HS
Th5/22.....430 PM..... Harvard HS .........cuumuesseesssssssssssenes Away - Harvard HS
F5/23......4:30PM ......DeKalb HS ...........cccoeesssooo.... HOme - Rochelle Twp. HS

PROUD SPONSORS OF THIS YEAR'S RTHS HUBS:

ETHAN GOODWIN

Senior

UALOCAL 23 PLUMBERS &
PIPEFITTERS

815-397-0350
4525 Boeing Dr., Rockford
ualocal23.org

CARSON LEWIS

Senior

233 East IL Route 38, Rochelle
815-562-3838
holcomb.bank

SETH RAMOS

Junior

) nlﬁﬂp/p.
ROCHELLE COMMUNITY UALOCAL 23 PLUMBERS &
HOSPITAL PIPEFITTERS
815-562-2181 815-397-0350
4525 Boeing Dr., Rockford
ualocal23.org

Good Luck, Hubs!

04062025
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Head Coach: Deanna Jacobs; Assistant Coaches: Kevin Hunt, Anna Criswell, Elise Maliszewski, Kent Lodico, Bella Lodico;
Managers: Owen Miller, Alayna Smardo, Emy Cacique

T03/25/25..........4:30 PM ........Belvidere North HS ..........ccececeesseussssssssseess Home - Rochelle Twp. HS M04/28/25 ........4:30PM ........ Ottawa Township HS c..uueeeecssecemmmsssssssseens Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
F03/28/25 ........ TBA coocverrsee JadksonvilleTournament ............... Away - Futures Sports Complex W04/30/25 .......4:30PM .......SycamoreHS Away - Sycamore HS
$203/29/25.uu0000. TBA cevrveeancneee Jadksonville Tournament .............. Away - Futures Sports Complex F05/02/25 430PM OregonHs Kby Ordgoniic
M03/31/25 ........4:30PM ........Guilford HS Home-Rochelle Twp. HS ;
TOH/01/25 . A30PM o SEIMANVIIEYHS oo Home-Rochelle Twp. HS MO50529 - 300 Pl Kaneland s Home: Eochelle Thgehs
Th04/03/25 .......4:30PM .......MendotaHS Away - MendotaHS W05/07/25 ........ 430 PM .......MorTiS COMM HS .cvvevssssssssssssesssssusmmsssnssees Home-Rochelle Twp. HS
F04/04/25..........4:30PM ........Belvidere HS Away - Belvidere HS F05/09/25..........4:30PM ........Harvest Christian Academy Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
et cenn el b ik e ] S205/10/25 . 10:00AM ....GENOZ-KINGSHONHS v HOME - Rochelle T, HS
T04/08/25..........4:30 PM ........ LaSalle-PeruHS ..........ccoumsuussesssessssssnsesese: Home - Rochelle Twp. HS

$a05/10/25........ 11:30AM ......Genoa-Kii HS .ccrmssusessssssssssssseaceee. Home - Rochelle Twp. HS
FO4/11/25 e 430PM .....DeKalb HS Away -Dekalb S el 3 e i Lol
$204/12/25....... 10:00AM ......BOYIAN CANONCHS v Home- Rochelle Twp. HS MOS/12/25 v A30PM ......LaSalle-PENUHS ... AWaY - La Salle Peru Sports Complex
M04/14/25 ........4:30PM ........Sycamore HS Home-Rochelle Twp. HS T05/13/25..........4:30 PM ........Forreston HS, Away - Forreston HS
W04/16/25........4:30PM .......Kaneland HS Away - Kaneland HS W05/14/25......... 430 PM ........0ttawa TOWNSHIPHS <.ovverrcrssrsanseen Away- Ottawa Township HS
Th04/17/25 ....... 430 PM ........Indian Creek SOl .........cccceressssunrerre AWaY - Indian Creek School $205/17/25....... 10:00 AM....Ashton Franklin Center .............. Away- Ashton Franklin Center
F04/18/25..........4:30PM .......SomonaukHS Home-Rochelle HS A e Ter el
MO421/25 oo A30PM Morris Comm HS Away - Morris Comm HS a05/17/25........12:00 PM ..... on Franklin Center ................. Away - Ashton Franklin Center
T04/22/25.cc00rs 430 PM 1r1rso. SOULN BEIOIEHS vvorsersvssrsssesansnsnnensnns HOME- Rochelle Twp. HS 105/20/25.........430PM .......Dixon HS Away - DixonHS
F04/25/25.......... 4:30PM ........ Rodkford LutheranHS ..........cccooecce0ecceooo... Home - Rochelle Twp. HS Th05/22/25 .......430PM ........ PlanoHS Away - Plano HS

PROUD SPONSORS OF THIS YEAR'S RTHS LADY HUBS:

LAUREN DYER

Senior

KEIRRA CLARK

PHELISITY LOPEZ

Sophomore

CAM METZGER

Sophomore

Junior

varuel L F /
926 CUSTOM EMBROIDERY ROCHELLE COMMUNITY MEDCARE HEALTH CENTER, LTD
233 East IL Route 38, Rochelle 404 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle HOSPITAL CASS HEADON, D.C.
815-562-3838 815-561-9500 815-562-2181 815-561-8500
holcomb.bank 926customembroidery.net rochellehospital.com 1212 Currency Court
CHEYENNE SOMERS BRIEL METZGER MADIGAN WILLIAMS  AUDRINA RODRIGUEZ
Freshman Sophomore Junior Freshman

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

815-562-4171
211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle
www.rochellenews-leader.com

rochellehospital.com

EMMA HELLER

Sophomore

ROCHELLE

JACLYNN LIRA

Sophomore

TERRI SCHAEFER STATE
FARM INSURANCE

815-562-7063
603 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle

Good
Luck,

COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL

815-562-2181

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

815-562-4171
211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle
www.rochellenews-leader.com

MYA MARTINEZ

Freshman

QUEENS TRUCKING & LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY
PIPEFITTERS CONSTRUCTION INC. 815-561-7131
815-397-0350 322 Errett Road, Rochelle 6342 S. Westwood Ave.

4525 Boeing Dr., Rockford
ualocal23.org

queens-trucking.com « NOW HIRING!

815-562-6064 lifeworksphotographystudio.com

Hubs!

04062025
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SPORTS

NIU Football

Huskies open spring practice with new energy
NIU football team takes the field Thursday, March 26 for first of 15 workouts

DEKALB-TheNorth-
ern Illinois University
football team opens 2025
spring practices with anew
energy fueled by six new
assistant coaches, 19 new
players, including 16 trans-
fers, and after the departure
of 18 starters from a year
ago, new opportunities for
players to step up and step
into key roles.

NIU head coach Thom-
as Hammock begins his
seventh season leading his
almamater afterbecoming
the first head coach to lead
the Huskies to two (FBS)
bowl wins as NIU closed
out the 2024 season with
a 28-20 double overtime
victory over Fresno State
inthe Famous Idaho Potato
Bowl.

“We have a lot of new
faces, a lot of new coaches
andtomeit’sagreatthing,”
Hammock said. “Icouldn’t
be more excited about the
coaches we brought in the
building. We have a bunch
of hungry guys that are un-
afraid to prove themselves;
abunch of hungry coaches
who are excited to enhance
and elevate our program
for next season. [ think our
players feel that energy.”

In addition to coordina-
tors Rob Harley (defense/
safeties) and Quinn Sand-
ers (offense/quarterbacks),
the Huskies added Cory
Connolly (special teams
coordinator/linebackers),
Justin Robinson (defen-
sive tackles) and Kai Ross
(nickels) to the defensive
coaching staff. Ty Boles,
who made animpacton the
Huskie staff in a graduate
assistant role over the past
two seasons, will work
with the running backs.
Boles came to NIU in
2023 after one season at
Tennessee State and was
a four-year letterwinner
at Samford University at
running back.

Connolly joined the
Huskies after 10 seasons at
Ball State, where he moved
up from graduate assistant
to linebackers coach and
for the last three seasons,
special teams coordinator
and outside linebackers
coach. He helped the Car-
dinals to the 2020 MAC
Championship and to the
program’s first bowl win.
Connolly played defensive
end at Quincy University in
Quincy, Illinois where he
was a four-year starter and

three-time team captain.
Robinson was named
the 2023 NAIA Assistant
Coach of the Year by the
American Football Coach-
es Association (AFCA)
while coaching at Marian
University in Indianapolis,
where he served as associ-
ate head coach and defen-
sive coordinator, helping
thetoa17-4record,a2023
NAIA playoft appearance
and back-to-back confer-
ence championships.
Like Boles, Ross was
on the Huskie staff in
2024 as a graduate as-
sistant where he helped
tutor the NIU safeties. He
spent the 2023 season on
staff at McKendree Uni-
versity and also coached
at Saddleback College in
California, where he was
a CCCAA All-American
defensive back in 2019.
He closed out his play-
ing career at Lindenwood
University where he was a
first team All-Great Lakes
Valley Conference DB in
2021 and a two-time CSC
Academic All-American.
“Our staff has done a
phenomenal job getting
prepared, getting up to
speed, making sure we’re

all on the same page from
a scheme standpoint, from
an evaluation standpoint,
from a competitive stand-
point,” Hammock said.
“With the new coaches,
the great thing is, there is
an unbiased perspective.
How you compete and how
you move forward will be
evaluated by someone who
comes in with no precon-
ceived judgement.”

In terms of the players,
Hammock said the Huskies
have put in the work in the
weight room and the class-
room to prepare for the
spring and the new play-
ers have made an almost
seamless transition to NIU.

“I like where our guys
are mentally and physi-
cally,” Hammock said.
“We have amentally strong
group. We are excited to
get on the field and have a
chance to work with them.
The great thing [’ve seen
is you can’t tell who’s new
and who’s not. That’s a
testament to the culture in
abuilding and to our older
players. The [newcomers]
have come in here and
worked and put themselves
in position to help our
team. We’ve filled some

needs from a depth stand-
point, from a competitive
standpoint. We look at
production over potential.
We want guys who have
played, who know what
it’s like to be out there in
competitive environments.
I’'m excited to watch them
compete.”

All four of the January
transfers on the offensive
side of the ball are wide
receivers, while eight of
the 16 players new to NIU
this spring are defensive
players, including five
defensive backs. NIU also
added four specialists, an
area Hammock said must
and will, improve.

Opportunities for the
transfers, for the 34 play-
ers that spent a redshirt
season in 2024 and for the
31 returning letterwinners,
are plentiful. NIU returns
just four players — two on
offense and two on defense
- who started six or more
games a year ago. How-
ever, the group of returning
letterwinners features a list
of people with significant
playing experience, in-
cluding some in a starting
role.

A new season full of

new opportunities begins
Thursday morningat7a.m.
at NIU. The Huskies will
practice on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings and
Saturdays at Noon with the
annual Spring Showcase
set for Saturday, April 26
at Huskie Stadium.

Season ticket prices
for the Huskies’ six 2025
home games begin at as
little as $110 each for a
general admission ticket.
With the purchase of the
Huskie 4-Pack (four or
more tickets), pay $110
each for a reserved seat
in sections A, B or F on
the West Side. Reserved
west side seating begins
at $152 with discounts
available for NIU alumni,
NIU faculty/staff, DeKalb
County residents, seniors
(62+) and members of
the Varsity Club (former
student-athletes).

Renew or purchase
tickets for the 2025 NIU
Football season now on-
line at NIUHuskies.com/
tickets. For more informa-
tion, call the NIU Ticket
Office at 815-753-PACK
(7225) weekdays between
9 a.m.-5 p.m. or email
huskiestickets@niu.edu.

RTHS Boys Tennis

Doubles sweep leads to road win over Streator
Two doubles duos record shutout victories as Rochelle takes down Bulldogs 4-1

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STREATOR — The
Rochelle Hub tennis team
took all three doubles
points during its season
opening nonconference
varsity match against
the Streator Bulldogs on
Thursday evening.

X

»*

Behind a pair of shut-
out victories, Rochelle
won its first dual match of
the season, taking down
the Bulldogs 4-1 on the
road. The Hubs (1-0, 0-0
Interstate 8) took the first
two points of the match,
with sophomore Noah
McKinney and freshman
David Eckardt shutting

x

down Streator’s Tyler
Barbee and Lucas Gutier-
rez 6-0, 6-0 at the No. 2
court while sophomores
Derek Swartz and Owen
Carmichael cruised over
Quinn Baron and Jacob
Wang 6-0, 6-0 at the No.
3 court.

Rochelle clinched its
match victory at the No.

Community Unity

Shop - Play -

Youth programs, schools
and non-profit groups look
to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate
faithfully to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups and
churches — just to name a few. Shouldn’t
we look to those same businesses first
when we need goods and services? Of
course we should!

High rate of return. For every
$100 spent in independently
owned stores, $68 returns to

the community through payroll,

taxes and other expenditures.
Online orders return absolutely nothing to
Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health care in your

hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from

people you know and trust.

Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit to a

specialist or an emergency, you need not
travel. It’s all right here.

1 doubles court, where
junior Caleb Mortensen
and sophomore Sam Ser-
geant engaged in a tough
first-set battle against
Clayton Lehman and
Devin Thompson. After
taking the final game in
a tiebreaker, Mortensen
and Sergeant controlled
the second set to take the

match 7-6(10), 6-2 and
seal the decisive third
match point. The Hubs
will return to action with
a home match against
Belvidere North at 4:30
p.m. on Monday.
Rochelle and Streator
split the two singles
points on Thursday. Ju-
nior Philip Winters fought

for a three-set victory at
No. 2 singles, overcom-
ing a close first-set loss
to defeat Brad Minick
6-7(10),6-2,10-5. Junior
Mark Green also played
a three-set match for the
Hubs, falling just short
ina7-6(2),2-6,6-10loss
against Streator’s Ryan
Beck.

O Biggest
Benefits

Banking with people who know
you is a luxury found only in
hometowns. You don’t have to
show your ID every time you go

in. You can get a loan from people

who know you and understand your needs,
whether it be money for your first car or
to help your business grow. Local banks
believe in the value of community members
helping one another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is

your neighbor. You don’t have to

convince them that there was a

hail storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live here.
Which do you want when you’ve had a bad
day: A face-to-face meeting with your local
agent, or a machine answering the phone
at that big national insurer that advertises
onTV?

Time is money. It’s simple math
(especially when you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping locally can
actually save you both time and

money!

ochelle ™ of Shopping
Rochelle First

Customer service after the sale

is invaluable. Local retailers not

only take responsibility for the

product they sold, they will often

fix it or replace it — no questions

asked. Appliances, furniture, computers
and electronics sometimes have glitches.
Would you rather box yours up, send it to

who knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy that

helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By choosing
to do business locally, you help
maintain Rochelle’s diversity,
charm and appeal; which attracts

new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you
do business of any kind in
Rochelle, it creates and maintains
jobs for others in our area . A
healthy employment rate is the
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy recover?
Start at home.

News-Leader
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ROCHELLE -

101

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
GARY L. CLARK,
Deceased.
NO. 2025PR21

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of GARY L.
CLARK, of Chana, llli-
nois. Letters of Office
were issued on March
20, 2025, to RYAN L.
CLARK, whose ad-
dress is 3269 S. Rocky
Hollow Rd., Chana, IL
61015, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye
& Chadwick, 420 4th
Avenue, PO Box 117,
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the
Estate may be filed in
the office of the Circuit
Clerk of the Court at
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no
later than September
30, 2025, and any claim
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days

after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE &
CHADWICK, Attorneys
for RYAN L. CLARK,
Executor of the Estate
of GARY L. CLARK, de-
ceased

No. 0343

(Mar. 30, Apr. 6 and 13,
2025)

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay
for  credit before
you get it. For more
information, call
toll-free  1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal
Trade  Commission.

Recycle

HILLCREST -

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for
money in advance.”

127 SERVICES
AND REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care
& Tree Service. 26
Years of Experience.
Fully Insured. Weekly
Mowing, Spring Clean
Up & More. Call
Jeremy 815-761-9619
(RNL04162025)

201
DOMESTIC/
CHILD CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
Illinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the

CRESTON -

services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it’s
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle.
Available Monday-
Thursday  815-562-
4171 (9AM-3PM)
Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-
251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

BUY OR

SELL

Place A Classified Ad

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal

Fair  Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation

or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

=1

Show, 9
e & = Sell

A

& Buy

Place an Ad or
Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!

203

HELP WANTED

. &

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients
build their business, then you may be a perfect
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern lllinois,
helping them market their products and services
through a variety of highly visible, popular and
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a
regular basis to help clients grow their audience
and reach new customers, then we would like to
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent
communication and organizational skills with a
positive personality and team-player approach.
Previous media sales or related marketing
experience is a plus, including print, digital and
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and
career development in this position. We offer a
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken
P.0. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to
bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE
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MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Refrlgeratmn

6331 11th Street | Rockford

New I\/I|Ifordr.°.°,

. °
S g
2 W,
e also
New, Used, carry a large
S
Scratch & Dent reef::l::l': o
. e
Refrigerators appliances
Freezers with a
Washers/Dryers Warranty
St >
oves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

815-262-3900

ROCHELLE

News-

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.

No phone calls please.

[Leader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

03262023

STEWARD -

KINGS -

Make sure to ask 24

about our online
classified ads!

Your Best

GARAGE SALE

In Print & Online

News-Leader
815.562.4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs
change from day to day. Regular advertising
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing
your company when they need your specific
product or service.

7 excellent reasons

<

advertising strengthens your brand image and
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to
ensuring your message reaches your target

audience. It's much the same as learning a new

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7.T0 SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising

space in your local newspaper is a great way to

3. TO STAY GCOMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you
must remain top-of-mind with your desired
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to
when they need a product or service? You know
the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or
service is advertised several times, it’s bound to
pique consumer interest. What do you have to
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent

Are you an

American;
Hero?

DO you Call Jeff Today!
know one? Neéws-Leader

benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising
multiplies your chances of increasing your
revenues.

We are always looking for heroes to
feature in our American Hero section!

Jeff Helfrich
Managing Editor
815-561-2151

Not sure
why business
IS slow?

IS Not just
a saying
IN business.

Advertise today
and let your
business be in sight
and in the minds of
your customers.

ROCHELLE

News-

It's a Smart Investment

Newspaper advertising helps you
reach an engaged audience and

build trust within the community.

>> Our local circulation reach gives

you more bang for your advertising buck.
>> Flexible ad sizes, formats, placement and frequency
are available to fit your needs and budget.

>> Our expert team can help you develop and design an
effective ad or campaign.

Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service

IL.eader

M www.rochellenews-leader.com

Here’s why consistent

Stay Top of Mind
and Save With

Our Monthly and
Annual Ad Contract
Specials!

of U.S. adults
read newspapers
each month.

way to build top of mind
awareness: @

Print newspa
ads inspire a
7out of 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
in a circular.

NEWS

Nearly

70%

consultation.

Rochelle News-Leader
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

Ogle County Life
Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

=
News & Ever 1S -

advertising with us is a great

Learn more about our cost-effective
marketing and advertising solutions
geared toward building top of mind
awareness today. Be sure to contact
your sales rep to get started with a free

Deadlines
Wednesday
at 5 p.m.

Call 815-562-41 71
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FISH FRY!

4-8 pm

during Lent

Fish Fry Buffet
(All You Can Eat) - $20
Every Friday during Lent

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock, Perch,
homemade hush-puppies, shrimp fried rice,
cheesy potatoes, soup and salad bar, vegetables
and more! *Fish will vary each week)

$17 Perchl$1 5 Cod
includes soup &
salad bar

Other seafood available / Full menu available
o
After Lent, Friday Night Fish Fry Buffet will only
be the 1st Friday of every month!

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL
815-732-6761
Maxsons.net

Resfarnant & Rivernboak

03032025

- 1310 W. Washington St.
i/ Oregon, IL

- 815-732-6851

VEW

e

Every Frday
Fish Fry

Cod, Catfish, Salmon
& Shrimp Dinners

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

03032025

@
RS  SAINT PATRICK
@ CATHOLIC CHURCH

ROCHELLE, 1L

2025 Lenten Fish Fry Dinners

St. Patrick Parish Center 236 Kelley Drive

Friday’s Dates
"~ MARCH 14, 21, 28
APRIL 4, 11
5:00-7:00 PM

Fish Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $15.50.!
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $14:5

CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $10.5
Includes 2-3 pieces of baked or hand breaded
fried cod and everything on the menu
excluding pizza

Pizza Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $13.50
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $12.50
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $8.50

Includes 2 slices of pizza (1 slice for

children's dinner) and everything on the menu
excluding fish

FAMILY RATE - $50
Parent(s) and children 18-under - DINE IN ONLY

3-UNDER - FREE
50/50 RAFFLE - HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE - CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE

% “ Dinner proceeds support St. Patrick Cursillo Ministry.

A special thank you tour Parishioners for their support of our ministry!

208 N. Wainut St.
e Stillman Valley
EST. 1991 81 5_645_9828

RESTAURANT

03032025

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt. CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES
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1. No purchase necessary, enter at as many participating businesses as you wish.

2. One winner per family only.

3. Official entry blanks and copies of official entry blanks only.
4. All entries must be received by 9 am on Thursday, April 10.

Winners will be notified by the participating businesses and also listed in the Rochelle
News-Leader on Sunday, April 13.

Good Luck/!

' Family ety don
'Health LLC  7onietts Davi

DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,
Rochelle, IL + 815-561-8500
Most insurances accepted.

Address:

Hours: M & W 8-12 & 1-4 | Th. 8-11 | Fri. 9-11 & 2-5| Closed Sat., Sun. & Tue.

ENTER TO WIN! NEWS-LEADER
HAM GIVEAWAY

1

1

1

Name: 1
Address: :
City: :
Phone: 1
1

]

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm

Call us for a ride:
815-562-5050

401 Cherry Ave.
Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

ENTER TO WIN! NEWS-LEADER
HAM GIVEAWAY

Hours: M-F 10-6 | Sat. 10-2 | Sun. 11-1

314 Lincoln Hwy « Rochelle
815-562-4444 - rochellerx.com

1

1

1

Name: |
Address: :
City: 1
Phone: :
: 1

ROCHELLE !
PHARMACY & I

WELLNESS CENTER :

1

1

1

M ﬁ\m 900 N 2nd St \f
o ChHCuC Rochelle, IL

S& (815) 562-2181
( GIFT SHOPPE rochellhospial.cor

‘f Name: ‘

09 Address 0
City:

N y
Phone

ENTER TO WIN! NEWS-LEADER
HAM GIVEAWAY

Name:

Address:
City:
Phone:

N ROCHELLE Lea der

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL
Ph: 815-562-4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com
Mon-Thu 9-3 and Fri 9-12

ﬁm b

ENTER TO WIN! NEWS-LEADER
HAM GIVEAWAY

Name:

Address:
City:
Phone:

PRESCOTT

B R OTHERS

620 S. 7th < Rochelle
815-562-2177

prescottbrothersford.com
Hours: M-F 8-6 | Sat. 8-4 | Sun. Closed

ENTER TO WIN! NEWS-LEADER
HAM GIVEAWAY
Name:
Address:
City:
Phone:

James E. Supancic Insurance
Call ‘Spud’ for all your insurance needs...
Auto * Home ¢ Life « Health
License & Title Service
License Renewal Stickers

516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552 + Mon-Fri 9-5 & Sat 9-12




