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Progosition for Mt. Morris Fire Station passes

Ogle County saw 18.7 percent turnout, 6,450 ballots cast on April 1
BY JEFF HELFRICH = = u-

2 MANAGING EDITOR
ROCHELLE REMEMBERS

4-09-2015

OGLE COUNTY — During the April 1 Con-
solidated Election, a proposition for the Mt. Morris
Fire Protection District to issue $4.5 million in
bonds to build and equip a new fire station passed
with 66.67 percent of the vote (438 votes in favor,
219 votes against).

In 2023, the MMFPD Board purchased land
for the new firehouse site in the 10 block of South
McKendrie Avene. Previous structures were de-
molished for the project. The site was chosen due
to its proximity to the district’s service area and
access to utilities such as water, sanitary sewer,
storm sewer and fiber optic lines.

The district’s current facility is a century old
and has seen issues with housing newer, larger

10 years of
Hub Strong

Tornadoes stormed
through the Rochelle area
10 years ago this month.
Pages 5-8

> emergency vehicles. After the new facility is in
operation, the old facility would be put up for sale.

Polo PEO honors The project for the new fire station has seen
members community support and donations in recent years.

Another proposition for the Leaf River Fire S WA
Protection District to create a new tax rate for (PHOTO BY CHRIS GRIMM)
emergency and rescue crews and equipment During the April 1 Consolidated Election, a proposition for the Mt. Morris Fire

The Polo PE.O. Chapter
recently recognized its 50-
plus year members.

Page 12 purposes failed, with 192 votes againstitand 168  Protection District to issue $4.5 million in bonds to build and equip a new fire
votes in favor of it. station passed with 66.67 percent of the vote (438 votes in favor, 219 votes

WEATHER The new tax rate would have been an addi- against).
tional tax of .10 percent on taxable property. The
proposition would have increased funding from area are listed below. alderperson race, Jim Busser (115 votes,
approximately $139,022to $174,606. The property In the race for City of Polo mayor, 66.09 percent) defeated Jeff Short (59

R 4 tax increase on a home with a $100,000 valuation =~ Mark Scholl (431 votes, 81.78 percent)  votes, 33.91 percent).
MONDAY TUESDAY would have been about $33.33. unseated incumbent Doug Knapp (96
HIGH LOW  HIGH LOW Results of contested races in the Ogle County ~ votes, 18.22 percent). In Polo’s ward 2~ See ELECTION RESULTS page 2

Byron CUSD 226’s stadium, PE center,
aquatic center to receive renovations

‘Some of these spaces haven’t been
touched in 30 to 40 years’

FVERETT STINE
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BYRON — The Byron
School District is moving
forward with significant
repairs to some of its oldest
spaces as they make strides oty
to complete their long- STADIUM
term Capital Improvement HEAD FOOTBALI
Plan. The district’s plan | ooy
was developed through the oo |
strategic planning process.
Members of the commu-
nity focus groups and the
buildings and ground task
force helped identify and
prioritize essential projects
throughout the entire dis-
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
On Thursday, March 27 a ribbon cutting was held at
506 Lincoln Ave. in Rochelle for HitHub By Bennie
Baseball.

Ribbon cutting held March
27 in Rochelle for HitHub
by Bennie Baseball
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
The Byron School District is moving forward
with significant repairs to some of its oldest
spaces as they make strides to complete their
long-term Capital Improvement Plan.

OBITUARIES
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trict. Members were asked
to consider a variety of cri-
teria such as cost effective-
ness, handicap accessibility,
safety conditions, and the
potential for multi-use.
“Some of these spaces
haven’t been touched in 30

available,” ByronActivities Director JeffMilburnsaid.
“We’re proud of the history that has taken place here
and we want to ensure that future generations have
the same opportunity to achieve excellence—these
renovations will help do that.”

The district is addressing the extensive list bit by
bit. One of the most prominent spaces, Everett Stine
Stadium, hosts two of Byron’s highly decorated pro-

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Thursday, March 27 a ribbon
cutting was held at 506 Lincoln Ave. in Rochelle for
HitHub By Bennie Baseball. The training facility offers
batting cage, plyo wall and pitching machine rentals
along with baseball/softball instruction and facility

to40yearssotheequipment  grams, football and track & field.
and materials needed to

make repairs is no longer

See RENOVATIONS page 3

rentals for team practices and parties.

See BENNIE BASEBALL page 10

Stillman Here to Help You GN}U&I

Ryan Reeverts
Ag Loan Officer
815.645.2012
b ryanr@stillmanbank.com

www.stillmanbank.com FDIC

Celebrate Community
Banking Week!

Community Bankers April 6-12, 2025
Association of lllinois

One Mission. Community Banks.

The First National Bank in Amboy
is proud to be a community bank.

Thank you for all your support!

The First National
Bank in Amboy Stop by any of our six locations to support our
.ﬁ) FDIC @ Granny Rose Animal Shelter supply drive!
mbo o .
ST Y The First National Bank in Amboy

Amboy - Dixon - Franklin Grove - Monroe Center
815-857-3625 - fnbamboy.com

12 HolcombBank

Chicago Shopping & Christkindimarket Trip

Enjoy the beautiful sights of the city
at Christmas! Shopping on Michigan
Avenue & a visit to the
Christkindlmarket - let us drive you!

W O = Thursday, December 4, 2025
z | ) $47/person

Cost includes bus transportation (and fun!)
from New Milford & Rochelle.

Contact Julie - 815.561.2627 - to sign up!

Your business deserves a banking partner that
understands your goals. Byron Bank offers expert
advice, tailored solutions, and everything you need
to keep your business running smoothly - from loans

to cash management, we've got you covered.

Byron Bank

Sibic

815.234.2561 | byronbank.com
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LOCAL NEWS

ELECTION RESULTS: Over 6,000 local vo

From page 1

In the race for City of
Byron ward 4 alderperson,
Mittzi Fulrath (32 votes,
50.79 percent) narrowly
defeated Kelly Neslund
(31 votes, 49.21 percent)
by one vote.

In arace for two Oregon
city council member seats,
Josiah Flanagan (314 votes,
42.49 percent) and Tim
Krug (216 votes, 29.23
percent) claimed seats,
defeating Kurt Wilson (209

In the race for three
Village of Forreston Board
of Trustees four-year seats,
Mark Schweertman (110
votes, 19.78 percent), Vickye
Norris (104 votes, 18.71 per-
cent) and Brittany Busker
(101 votes, 18.17 percent)
were victorious over Ken-
neth Toms (88 votes, 15.83
percent), Mahmoud Zayed
(84votes, 15.11 percent)and
Jeff Freeze (69 votes, 12.41
percent).

Ogle County saw seven
contested township races,

votes, 62.92 percent) defeat-
ing Jordan D. Thibodeau
(228 votes, 37.07 percent)
for Byron Township high-
way commissioner. = o

ForLeafRiverTownship | gl :
highway commissioner,
Tyler Wiltfang (262 votes,
63.75 percent) defeated An-
thony Peterson (149 votes,
36.25 percent).

For Lynnville Township
highway commissioner,
Richard Drendel (85 votes,
47.49 percent) defeated
David Mayer (53 votes,

(PHOTO BY CHRIS GRIMM

)
Ogle County as a whole saw an 18.7 percent voter turnout, with 6,450 ballots cast
out of 34,449 total voters. 4,685 ballots were cast at the polls, 602 early ballots
were cast, and 1,163 vote by mail ballots were cast.

votes, 28.28 percent).

includingMark Rundle (387

IR A

29.61 percent) and Anthony

SERVICES

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up
Lawncare
Landscaping
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Shrubbery Trimming
& Planting

Mulching
Forestry Cutting

‘W 05202024

- —r

Idickersonniemon.com

-

dickersonnier;lan.com/20250082

BEAUTIFUL LAKEFRONT HOME IN LOST LAKE! offers 3
bedrooms, 4 baths,and stunning lake views. It features an open
floor plan with a Family Room, Dining Area, and Kitchen with
stajnless steel gr%pha_n_ces. The Primary Suite has lake views and a
wallk-in closet. The finished basement’includes a Living Room, Rec
Area, and Hot Tub room. The property offers ample storage and
scenic views. Schedule your showing today!

ALISA PATTERSON
(815) 719-0020

Gabriel Mack
pineview@daystar.io

Phone * Fax
779-251-0254 - 815-946-4372
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Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader!

1109 Frosty Morning Drive, Davis Junction

Musselman (41 votes,22.91
percent).

For Marion Township
highway commissioner,
Thomas Atchison (405
votes, 61.09 percent)defeat-
ed Nathan Summers (258
votes, 38.91 percent). In the
race for four Marion Town-
ship trustee spots, RobertA.
Behmer (550 votes, 25.08
percent), Dana Werckle
(525 votes, 23.94 percent),
DouglasE.Boyd (448 votes,
20.43 percent) and Arthur
E. Smith (419 votes, 19.11
percent) were victorious
over William Hagemann
(251 votes, 11.45 percent).

ForMt. Morris Township
supervisor, Cary Bennett
(333 votes, 59.89 percent)
defeated John Thompson
(223 votes, 40.11 percent).

For Oregon-Nashua
Township highway com-
missioner, Tim Leary (356
votes, 51.22 percent) de-
feated Joseph T. Ring (339
votes, 48.78 percent).

The Ogle County area

saw three contested school
boardraces, includingseven
people seeking a total of six
seatsonthe MeridianCUSD
No. 223 Board of Educa-
tion. Elected to two-year
terms were John W. Smith
1I (678 votes, 47.05 per-
cent) and Tim M. DeVries
(763 votes, 52.95 percent).
Elected to four-year terms
were Cassie Jennings (651
votes, 20.81 percent), Alys-
saBehmer (724 votes,23.15
percent), Matthew Rhodes
(679 votes, 21.71 percent)
and Jill L. Huber (648 votes,
20.72 percent). Falling short
Tuesday wasRogerMorrow
(426 votes, 13.62 percent).

The Oregon CUSD No.
220Board of Educationsaw
four, four-year terms avail-
able with three candidates
on the ballot earning board
member positions: Mindy
Nesemeier (1,206 votes,
34.57 percent), Michael
Guzman(1,202votes, 34.45
percent) and Bryan Wills
(1,081 votes, 30.98 percent).

Thepotential of another can-
didate getting onto the board
for the additional open spot
through write-in votes will
be determined after election
results become official.

For three open four-year
terms on the Byron CUSD
No. 226 Board of Educa-
tion, Christine Lynde (571
votes, 28.45 percent), Beth
Shenberger (514 votes,
25.61 percent) and Jason D.
Mondello (465 votes, 23.17
percent) earned board mem-
ber positions over Hannah
Miller-Hosseini (457 votes,
22.77 percent).

Ogle County as a whole
saw an 18.7 percent voter
turnout, with 6,450 ballots
cast out of 34,449 total vot-
ers. 4,685 ballots were cast
atthepolls, 602 early ballots
were cast, and 1,163 vote by
mail ballots were cast.

The results of the April
1 consolidated election will
be considered unofficial for
the coming weeks until the
results are certified.

Band Night at Alfano’s
Wednesday, April 9th

4:00 - 8:00

Come out to Alfano’s for spaghetti and be serenaded
with dinner music by members of the OHS Band!

A portion of the evening’s profit will be donated to the OHS Band Program.
Order the special (spaghetti, roll, drink) for $10 and it will get to you fast.
Other items are available for menu price but may take longer.

BYRON

220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133

1103 Frosty Morning Drive, Davis Junction

double close

blacktop drive. Agent owned.

$315,390 dickersonnieman.com/202500680

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN OGLE COUNTY! 1,803 SF Open concept
great room with cathedral ceilin
walls of cabinets, island with brea /i !
stainless range, dishwasher and microwave. Primary bedroom with

gt, private bath, main floor laundry room, bench seat
at garage entrance. Full basement, 3-car garage and deck and

qi Larq)ea dine in kitchen with 2
fast

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

r, walk-in pantry closet,

A
Dickerson
& Nieman

REALTORS

| =

| =

1E

$321,300 dickersonnieman.com/202500677

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN OGLE COUNTY! 1,823 SF Open concept
g rge dine in kitchen with 2
walls of cabinets, island with breakfast I
stainless raneg(  dishwasher and microwave. Primary

, private bath, main floor laundry room, bench seat
at garage entrance. Full basement, 3-car garage and deck and

great room with cathedra| ceiling.

double clos

blacktop drive. Agent owned.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

r, walk-in lgmntry closet,
edroom with

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 871-4004

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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Obituaries

PEARL CITY —
Thomas Purple Sr., a be-
loved husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfa-
ther,and friend, passed away
peacefully surrounded by
his family on April 2, 2025.
Born on July 6, 1939, in
Jasonville, Indiana, Thom-
as was a pillar of strength
and kindness, leaving an
indelible mark on everyone
who had the privilege of
knowing him.

Thomas grewupin Spar-
land and Peoria Heights,
where he developed a love
for learning and a passion
forcountrylife. Heattended
Woodruff High School,
where he excelled academ-
ically and was active in
the band, playing the tuba
and sousaphone. His com-
mitment to education led
him to Bradley University,
where he earned adegree in
History and English.

Thomas’s career was
marked by dedication, in-
novation, and a deep sense
of responsibility. He began

Thomas Purple Sr.

his educational career in
1961, teaching seventh and
eighth-grade language arts
at Spartan Senior Grade
School in the Sipp-Rolling
Acres School District. After
a couple of years, he left
to work for Bennett Pub-
lishing as a regional sales
representative.

However, the desire to
teach was great, and he
again found himself in the
classroom back at Spartan
Senior Grade School while
furthering his education
and obtaining a master’s
degreecat Bradley, wherehe
became interested in school
administration. In 1967, he
accepted the position of Su-
perintendent and Principal
ofRiverview Grade School
near Spring Bay, I1linois. At
the age of 28, he was the
youngest school superin-
tendent in Illinois. He later
moved on to the Pearl City
School District in 1976
where he remained for nine
years then to other school
districts in northern Illinois

as their superintendent. He
gainednotoriety forbeingan
expert in school finance and
saving his school districts
from economic failures.
In 1993, Thomas officially
retired from being a school
superintendent; however,
with his experience in
school administration and
finance, he took on several
intermittent positions with
other school districts until
1999, when he finally de-
cided to stay retired.
Thomas met the love of
his life, Phyllis Schaffer,
while they attended Wood-
ruff High School, and they
shared a beautiful marriage
filled with love, laughter,
and mutual respect. Togeth-
er,theyraisedthreechildren,
instilling in them the values
of hard work, compassion,
and perseverance. Thom-
as was a devoted father
who cherished family time,
whetheritwasthrough fami-
lyvacations, weekend cook-
outs on the farm, or simply
sharing stories around the

dinner table. Phyllis passed
away in 2022 after 63 years
of marriage.

Outside of his profes-
sional life, Thomas had a
wide range of interests and
hobbies. He loved country
lifeand enjoyed livingonhis
hobby farms, raising horses
and other farm animals. He
loved Civil War history and
studying President Abra-
ham Lincoln. He alsoloved
to travel domestically and
internationally. His passion
for farm life was something
he shared with his children,
creating countless cher-
ished memories.

During his retirement
Thomas and Phyllis trav-
eled extensively and be-
came snowbirds and spent
the winters in Florida.

Thomas was deeply
involved in his communi-
ty, always eager to lend a
helping hand and make a
difference. Hewasanactive
member of the Methodist
Churchin Stockton, Illinois,
andothercivic organizations

throughout his life and
where they lived.

Thomas’slegacyisoneof
love, integrity, and unwav-
ering dedication. He leaves
behind a rich tapestry of
memories, each one a tes-
tament to his character and
the profound impact he had
on those around him. His
family and friends will for-
ever cherish the moments
they shared with him and
strive to honor his memory
by living out the values he
embodied.

Thomas is survived by
his children, sons Thomas
Jr. (Tina) of Cape Coral
Florida, Steven (Brenda)
of Pearl City, and daughter
Christina (Patrick) South-
wick of Byron. He was a
loving and proud grand-
father to Tyler (Andrea)
Volkers, Brandie (Nick)
Mowell, Ashley (Andrew)
Gronewold, Ryan (Kaleb)
Southwick, Amy (Nick)
Mullens, Jeffrey (Sara)
Purple, Jacquelyn (Samu-
el) Entrenza, and thirteen

great-grandchildren, and
their exchange student
Yuko Sugata from Japan.
He is also survived by his
youngest brother, James
(Ellen) of Collegedale, TN.

The family would also
like to thank the staff at
Winn Prairie and Serenity
Hospice for the care they
so lovingly provided.

A funeral service will
be held on Saturday, April
12" 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at
Zion Community Church,
10100 W. Sabin ChurchRd,
Pearl City, Illinois with a
visitation beginning at 9:00
a.m. Burial will take place
at Highland Cemetery in
Pearl City.

RENOVATIONS: Grand re-opening of Byron High School facilities to be held this fall

From page 1

The stadium was ded-
icated in honor of Everett
Stine on Aug. 25, 2012.
Coach Stine served as head
coach of varsity football
for 37 years (1967-2003).
Under Coach Stine’s lead-
ership, the team reached
[HSAstateplayoffs 15 times
and won Byron’s first state
championship in 1999. 15
players earned all-state
status. 66 players went on
to play college football, 12
of them in NCAA Division
[. Two players — Sean
Considine and Troy Drake
— went on to play in the
National Football League.

Coach Stine was induct-
ed to the Illinois Football
CoachesAssociation Hall of
Famein 1993 and the Byron
HallofFamein2012. Those
who played for Coach Stine
say that his greatest legacy
was that he taught the game
of life — hard work, team-
work, humbleness, family,
preparedness, promptness,
pride, and commitment to
excellence.

The stadium’s renova-
tions will include installing
new home bleachers with
expanded ADA seating on
the west side of the stadium,
replacing the heavily worn
six-lane track with a new
eight-lane track to allow the
district to once again host
[HSA events, turfing the
sidelines of the field to pro-
tect the integrity of the new
track surface, consolidating
and relocating the field
events to their own space
near the pickleball courts,
and implementing several
other safety improvements
to ensure that it remains a
premier venue for athletic
and community events.
The district plans to host a
re-dedication ceremony in
the fall when construction
is completed.

The Byron PE Center
will also receive some
much-needed repairs. The
deteriorating indoor track
surface will be replaced
with a safer surface that
will allow athletes to wear
indoor cleats. Plans also
includeinstallingnew drop-
down batting cages, as well

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

\
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

as rehabbing the restrooms
and tile. The PE Center
serves both the school
district and park district. It
is a hub of activity all year
long. Athletes of every
age will benefit from these
improvements.

The ByronAquatic Cen-
ter will undergo extensive
renovations to improve the
air quality and safety of the
poolenvironment. The pool
deck, starter blocks, diving
board, timing software, and
HVAC systems will all be
replaced. Visitor entry will
be re-configured to accom-
modate ADA seating and
lighting and sound acous-
tics will be updated. The
Byron Aquatic Center is
home to the Byron swim &
diveteamand Tiger Sharks.
Italso serves as the pool for
Byron Park District patrons
and elementary students
who are taught swimming
as part of their physical
education curriculum. The
planned renovations will
positively impact a wide
range of individuals.

The district has finished
several large projects in the
past couple of years and
they will continue to adjust
their comprehensive plan
to address as many proj-
ects as possible within the
parameters of the financial
strategy approved by the
board of education. On
Thursday, March 20, the
board approved the sale
of the bond which will
finance these projects as
well as pay for additional
renovations at Byron High
School which include the

food service area and the

Student Services Office.
The board intends to keep
their tax rate stable despite
selling bonds to finance the
district’s capital projects.
The district is planning
to celebrate the grand
re-opening of these fa-
cilities as well as recog-
nize some extraordinary
people who helped shape
Byron excellence once the
projects are completed in
the fall. Superintendent

Buster Barton recognizes
that projects of this nature
are a huge undertaking
but also a necessity, stat-
ing, “These vital spaces,
which have served as the
foundation for countless
student achievements and
community engagement,
are undergoing updates to
continue fostering excel-
lence for generations to
come.”

The community can

* FENCING * FENCING *

Waod Fence Panels - Pre-Assembled - Trealed Panels

Dag Ear Tops 6x8 $4'8each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber
8x8, 2x8, 210, 2x12 - 18 lengths

Steel Roofing & Siding
38" Width, 36" Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn
Full 1" thick 1°X12" White Pine
Also 1'x8’ 1'x12" Ship Lap Rough Face

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1'x6" -16*
Pine - Treated Pine - Treated Poplar - White Oak

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *
8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Hoors

* ROUND FENCE POSTS *
Cedar - Pressure Treated - All Sizes in Stock!

* Landscape Timber - 5x6 - 66 - 6x8 %

262-495-4453

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets
3/4 thick

1'x6"- 6t long $3-89muh

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street « Palmyra
www.palsteel.com

look forward to future
announcements commu-

nicating the details of each
celebration.

Scan here for
Kids Triathlon

Scan here for

JOIN US FOR A WEEKEND OF FAMILY
FRIENDLY TRIATHLON FUN IN HOWARD, Wi!
GREEN BAY YMCA YOUTH TRIATHLON
FOR AGES 12 AND YOUNGER
8:00 A.M. SATURDAY, JUNE 28

details =—»

DUCK CREEK SPRINT TRIATHLON
FOR AGES 13 TO 99
8:00 A.M. SUNDAY, JUNE 29

Duck Creek Tri

details—> ¢ .
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SPECIALIZING IN:

ePorcelain/Fiberglass
Refinishing/Repair

¢ Fiberglass Floor
Replacement tub/shower
® 6-year warranty

® 24-hour dry time

¢ In business since 1998

e

Ogle County and Surrounding Area
Porcelain Specialist

*You could refinish a tub almost 5 times over for the
cost to replace. And what you already have in your N
home is probably better quality than new.

A TUB ABOVE THE REST

BILL CHANCE | 815-247-8686
www.porcelainspecialists.com

B PORCELAIN SPECIALISTS

\\
-

~Emgah —~

98122024

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

Only accepting new clients

before April 1, 2024

—\/ALTERS

Accounting Inc.

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com

03252024

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

N

Bird Realt

HOMES ¢« FARMS « COMMERCIAL

CALL NOW!

B doug@dougweber.net

y

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

8

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?
Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

WANT TO
KNOW
WHAT
YOUR

HOUSE IS

REALLY

WORTH?

DOUG WEBER
Bird Realty

15-222-5806

@ Call, text, or email me today!

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Cindy Byrd, CFP
Financial Advisor

315 W Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-4377

FDI-1867L-A ©2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

o/ APY* Minimum Deposit
3-month 4.30 % $1000

o/ APY* Minimum Deposit
1-year 4.00 A) $1000

o/ APY*  Minimum Deposit
2-year 4.00 A) $1000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Charles Schaeffer,
AAMS, CEPA
Financial Advisor
131 W 2nd St.
Byron, IL 61010
815-234-7040

Casondra Rowley,
AAMS

Financial Advisor

315 W Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-4377

03312025
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Doris Rosenbalm

OREGON — Doris
Rosenbalm, age 86, of
Oregon, IL, passed away
peacefully at her home
on Saturday, March 29,
surrounded by family and
friends. Born on November
11, 1938, in Garden Plain,
IL, she was the daugh-
ter of Leonard and Etta
(Valk) Feldt. Doris moved
to Thompson, IL, in the
second grade, completed
her education there, and
then served as the school
secretary for five years.
She relocated to Oregon in
1961, married Budin 1963,
and embraced her role as a
devoted stepmother to his
five children. In 1977 she
began her career at Benesh
& Bruns, subsequently
joined Bruns Transpor-
tation, and later at Steve
Benesh & Sons, where she
was currently employed.
Doris was recognized as a
dedicated and hardworking
employee, successfully
managing multiple roles
during her career. She held
a part-time position at Al’s

Place from 1980 to 1995
and also provided support
toLeonard and Joyce Bruns
at their catering business,
Oregon Power House. She
was aregular at the Oregon
VFW, whichshe considered
her second family, where
she played Lightning on
Mondays, gathered every
Friday evening and volun-
teered her time to assist with
luncheons. Doris possessed
a remarkable depth of
knowledge and was regard-
ed as a trusted confidant by
many, fostering strong and
meaningful friendships
throughout her lifetime.
She was predeceased by
her parents Leonard and
Etta Feldt, her sister Betty
Balk, her infant brother,
her son Daniel Rosenbalm,
herdaughter Debby Rosen-
balm, and a nephew. She
is survived by her son D.
R. (Nancy) Rosenbalm of
Oregon, IL; her 2 daughters
Danna (John) Rosenbalm
of Poplar Bluff, Missouri,
and Dawn (Ron) Rosen-
balm of Gilbert, Arizona;

many grandchildren and
great grandchildren; 1
niece and 3 nephews. The
funeral service for Doris
will be held at 12:00 PM
on Monday, April 7, 2025
atFarrell-Holland-Gale Fu-
neral Home, 110 South 7th
Street in Oregon, Illinois
with Pastor Luke Schier
officiating. Visitation will
be prior to the service from
10:30 to 12:00 PM. Burial
willfollowthe serviceatthe
Daysville Cemetery near
Oregon. A memorial fund
is established in Doris’s
name for the Oregon VFW
Post 8730. Visit www.far-
rellholandgale.comtoleave
a condolence or memory
of Doris.

Linda Sue Glllette

SOUTHERN
SHORES, S.C. — Linda
Sue Gillette of Southern
Shores passed away on
March 2, 2025. Linda was
born in Oregon, IL on Oc-
tober 2, 1948. Early years
were spentin Mt. Morris, IL.
latermovingto Milwaukee,
WI, graduating high school
therein 1966. Her consider-
able artistic ability began to
manifest in high school as
sheledvarious projects such
as designing all the scenery
for the musical play, The
Sound of Music.

Linda entered the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin School
of FineArts,completing her
B.A. in Art with American
Universityin 1974. She was
amember of Mortar Board
for academic achievement.

She spent seven years
living in Germany as she
worked for the Defense
Intelligence Agency in
their printing operation.
Returning to the US, she
continued her DIA career,
receiving numerous awards
as she rose to higher levels
of management. Among
these was the Directors
Award for Exceptional
Civilian Services in 1996.
Linda earned her Masters
of Science in Strategic
Intelligence in 1994. Upon

retiring in 1998, she and
her beloved husband, Sam,
moved to Southern Shores,
NC. Here she continued her
love of art- painting many
pictures, furniture and jew-
elry. She also painted all the
wonderful carvings done by
her husband Sam. Linda’s
artwork was displayed
throughout their home.

One of Linda’s greatest
joys was being part of the
Blanketeers, a quilting
group. The group sewed
quilts for those in need, for
both adults and children.
She was quite prolific and
made a quilt a week in the
winter months. One of her
biggest efforts, done with
Sam, was Hattie- a black
and white horse in the
Winged Horse Extravagan-
za in the Outer Banks. Her
artwork sold in galleries
across the area bringing
smiles to many people over
theyears. Lindawasaproud
member of the Daughters
of the American Revolu-
tion(DAR).

It’smissionistopreserve
American history, support
veterans, and promote pa-
triotism.

Linda was preceded
in death by her husband,
Sam and her mother, Judith
Anne. Sheissurvived byher

firstcousins, David Mongan
(Lorna) of Aurora, IL; first
cousin, Karen M. Mongan
of Oregon, IL; and five
stepchildren, Sam Gillette,
Jr. of Arlington, VA, Ann
Paquette of Grandy, NC,
David Gillette of Gaithers-
burg, MD, Craig Gillette of
Washington, DC, and John
Gillette of Raleigh, NC;
fivestep-grandchildren, one
great-step grandchild, and
numerous extended family
members and friends. We
extend our thanks to special
helpers: Deb Helber and
Eddie Matthews, Gayle
Booth, Nadine Christian
and Mindy Hunter.
Linda’s memorial ser-
vice will be held at 12 noon
March 15, 2025 at Gallop
Funeral Chapel in Nags
Head,NC. Friendsmay visit
the family one-hour prior.
Please leave a message of
comfort at gallopfunerals-
ervices.com. Gallop Funeral
Services was entrusted with
arrangements.

Byron Forest Preserve hires new executlve director

BYRON — The Byron
Forest Preserve District
Board of Commissioners
have hired a new executive
director. The board and
staff would like to congrat-
ulate and welcome Andrew
Hawkins to the Byron For-
est Preserve District.

Andrew brings over
twenty-seven years ofexpe-
rience in parks, recreation
and environmental man-

agement and has served
most recently as director
of conservation with the
Forest Preserve District of
Will County for the past 17
years. Andrew is originally
from Fairfield, Illinois and
was drawn to this position
as Fairfield and Byron are
similar in size with a strong
sense of community.
Andrew was officially
announced as executive

Andrew Hawkins

directorattheregularboard
meetingon Monday, March
17.
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Kenneth Ray Robbins Sr-.

FORRESTON—Ken-
nethRayRobbins, S, 67, of
Forreston IL went home to
be with his Lord and Sav-
ior in the early morning of
Saturday, March 22, 2025
after a lifelong illness.

KenwasbornonAugust
22, 1957 in Joliet IL to
James and Betty (Winkler)
Robbins. Ken married
Elaine Mulder on Septem-
ber 22, 2003. They spent
22 strong and loving years
together. Truly a marriage
arranged by GodinHeaven.
Thank You Lord. He was a
strong man who survived
an entire lifetime of health
issues, surpassing doctors
expectations over and over
again. Hewasneverwilling
to giveup and kept fighting,
living his life to the fullest.

Ken had a heart for
Jesus. He was an ordained
minister, graduate of Lib-
erty University and was
always available to preach
or perform ceremonies
when called upon. Ken
had a prison ministry. He
helped many along the
path to Jesus, counseling
and giving hope to those
in dark places. Family was
important to Ken. He came
from a large family that

enjoyed cooking and busy
gatherings, having those
dear to him very near. He
loved fishing and outings
with his children, family
and friends. Helovedriding
his Harley and he was an
amazing singer. He also
enjoyed movies, camping,
hunting, boating, nature,
vintage cars, auctions and
yard sales.

Ken spent most of his
younger life in Joliet, IL,
and Hemet, CA where
he had many friends and
acquaintances, whom he
dearly loved. He had dear
friends scattered all over
the states. So many lives he
touched. Somanypeoplehe
cared for. There is no doubt
he will be remembered as
someone who was well
liked by all who met him
and was always willing to
helpothers. Everyoneknew
they could count on him
to protect those he loved.
Generous, kind and loving,
Kenwastrulylovedbeyond
wordsand willbemissed by
all who knew him.

Preceded in death by his
parents and dear brother
James L. “Jimmy Lee”
Robbins, Ozark MO. Sur-
vived by his loving wife

Elaine (Mulder) Robbins
of Forreston IL, his chil-
dren Kenneth R. Robbins,
Jr. of Lanark IL, Bradley
G. (Melinda) Robbins of
Lanark IL, Kelly R. Rob-
bins of Freeport IL, John
L. (Rachel) Robbins of
Pahoa, Big Island HI, his
siblings, Edythe J. Shaw of
Alex OK, Sheryl “Sherry”
J.Houghton of Freeport, IL,
Becky A. (Jackie) Weaver
of Cisne, IL, James “Ja-
mie” N. (Lisa) Robbins of
Globe, AZ, Tymi L. (Jeff)
Currens of Lanark IL, Hen-
ry “Hank” C. (Shannon)
Robbins of Riverside CA
and many grandchildren,
greatgrandchildren, nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Cremation rites have
been accorded. A Celebra-
tionofLifewillbe held June
14" at Apple Canyon Lake,
Apple Canyon IL.

Paul N. Branscomb

MT. MORRIS — Paul
N. Branscomb, age 76,
passed suddenly on March
26,2025 in Swedish Amer-
ican Hospital, Rockford, IL.
Paul was born on July 30,
1948 in Unionville, MO,
the son of L. Paul & Eleanor
(Douglas) Branscomb. Paul
graduated from Leaf River
HighSchool, LeafRiver,IL.
Hemarried Deborah Ingram
on September 22, 1972 in
LeafRiver, IL. Paul worked
as amachinist for Rockwell
Inc. retiring in 2000.

Paul coachedlittleleague
baseball in Leaf River, like
watchingthe Chicago Bears
and Chicago White Sox, but

most ofall he loved his time
with his grandchildren and
having get togethers with
his family.

Paul is survived by his
wife: Debroah; sons: Chris
(Stacy)Robertsonand Craig
(Amy) Branscomb; grand-
children: Amber Starbuck,
Andrew Robertson, Abby
Branscomb, Abel Brans-
comb, and Kane Brans-
comb; brothers: Kevin
(Linda) Branscomb, Roger
(Deborah) Branscomb, and
Calvin Branscomb; sisters:
Ramona (Chet) Mattingley
and Judy (Jerry) Stults.

Paul is preceded in death
by his parents; 4 nephews;

and 1 niece.

A celebration of life will
be held on April 13, 2025
from 12:00P.M.to4:00P.M.
in the Leaf River Complex.
Cremation rites have been
accorded with Finch Funeral
Home, 405 East Hitt, Mt.
Morris, IL.

Judith Carol Martin
Hollenbeck

OREGON — Judith
Carol Martin Hollenbeck,
80, passed away on Wednes-
day,April2,2025,at Oregon
Living & Rehabilitation
Center of Oregon, IL with
her loving daughters by
her side. Judy was born on
March27,1945,inOregon,
linois, the daughter of
Robert and Pauline (Voss)
Martin. She graduated
from Oregon High School
in 1963. Always loving
learning, Judy returned to
school asanadulttobecome
a Registered Nurse. She
graduated from Sauk Valley
College in 1985. She loved
collecting Old Glory and
Oregon memorabilia. Judy
leaves a legacy of laughter,
love, and many unforgetta-
ble memories.

Judy is survived by her

two daughters Kathleen
Groenhagen, Oregon, IL
and Susan (Michael) Mad-
dox, Hawthorn Woods,
IL. Her five grandchil-
dren are Emily (Tate) Tru-
it, Yukon, OK; Daniel
(Morgan) Groenhagen,
Oregon, IL; Bryce Mad-
dox, Hawthorn Woods,
IL; Jonathan Groenhagen,
Oregon, IL; and Sarah
Groenhagen, Urbana, IL,
and great-granddaughter,
Brinlee Groenhagen. She
is also survived by her
brothers, Bill Martin, Glenn
(Toni Hughes) Martin, Wes
(Tammy) Martin, and Jerry
(Donna) Martin, as well
as many cousins, nieces,
nephews, and great-nieces
and nephews.

Judy was preceded in
death by her parents, Rob-
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ert and Pauline Martin;
brothers Richard Martin,
Russell Martin, and Emmitt
Martin; sister Barbara, her
husband James Kirchner,
Ruby Schier, and sister-in-
law Lynn Martin.

The family would like
to thank the Oregon Living
and Rehabilitation staff
for the wonderful care and
friendship they have provid-
ed through the years.

A visitation will take
place on Sunday, April 6,
2025, between the hours
0f9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
at Farrell Holland Gale
Funeral Home of Oregon,
IL. A funeral service led
by her daughters will take
place beginning at 11:00
AM at the Farrell Holland
Gale Funeral Home of
Oregon, IL. Following
the services at the funeral
home Judith will be laid to
restat Riverview Cemetery
of Oregon, IL. In lieu of
flowers, memorials can
be made to Oregon Living
and Rehabilitation, Oregon
Fire Protection District,
or Serenity Hospice and
Home. To leave an online
condolence or plant a tree
in Judith’s memory please
visit www.farrellholland-
oale.com.
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“That’s what rural communities do, they check on

each other. That's what we continue to do.”
Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle

‘VanVickle reflects on EF4 tornado near

Rochelle as 10-year anniversary approaches

By Jeff Helfrich
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — One of Brian VanVickle’s most
vivid memories from the 2015 EF4 tornado that hit
rural Rochelle was a phone call with his mother.

“She called me and said, ‘I think your house got
hit,””” VanVickle said. “I said, ‘Yeah, it did.” Because
I had already talked to my brother in law. She was
just trying to be a mom. I just told her everyone was
OK, and that things can be replaced. I said I had to
go to work and hung up the phone.”

April 9 is the 10-year anniversary of the tornado
that brought 200 mile per hour winds that damaged
179 structures and demolished 30 homes near Ro-
chelle. There were no fatalities in the local area and
most injuries were minor. The tornado first touched
down in Lee County west of Ashton before destroy-
ing most of its 30 homes in a subdivision northwest
of Flagg Center. The twister then cut a northeast-
erly path through Ogle County to the small DeKalb
County village of Fairdale where two women were
killed and most homes devastated.

VanVickle owned one of the homes that was de-
stroyed near Rochelle and headed up most of the first
responders that day.

“It’s still emotional to think about,” VanVickle
said. “Those are the phone calls you remember. I re-
member my brother in law calling and saying both of
our houses were gone. And then a couple days later
on Saturday you remember all of the people that came
out to help.”

The National Weather service had released infor-
mation about potential severe weather in the area sev-
eral days prior to the tornado, VanVickle said. Local
officials were told that if the sun came out in the early
afternoon, a bad storm would follow. That was the
case, and VanVickle recalls ramping up preparations
when warning signs started to show.

During the weeks before the tornado, the Ogle
County Sherift’s Office was preparing for one of its
nuclear plant emergency drills. Those plans were put
to use sooner than expected.

“That night I went to a meeting in Dixon,” Van-
Vickle said. “We’re used to thunderstorms here,
but the sky was coal black. The storm started near
where we were in Dixon. Shortly after that, all of the
information started to come in. We rolled our nuclear
response plans with barricades and everything we do
with that into the response to the tornado. We used
all those preplans for the tornado that night. Our first
priority on a night like that is life safety issues. It’s
making sure the people that were injured received
the support they needed.”

VanVickle said he was thankful there were no
deaths and minimal injuries. He believes that can be
attributed to warnings and messaging put out ahead
of the storm with information from the National
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Weather Service.

Recovery efforts took place
in the days that followed the
tornado. Relief groups came
to the area including nongov-
ernmental organizations like
Samaritan’s Purse, which
VanVickle thanked for having
the community’s best inter-
est at heart and trying to get
people on the road to recov-
ery.

VanVickle estimates he
slept about eight hours total
in the three days after the
weather event. He recalls
people coming to the site of his home to help with
things he couldn’t, because he was busy with sheriff
responsibilities.

“There was a big community outreach,” VanVick-
le said. “And it wasn’t just for my family. It was for
everybody. I remember being at the old high school
parking lot with 2,000 or however many volunteers
there were that morning. Samaritan’s Purse helped
with organizing that. Those weren’t just people from
Rochelle or Ogle County. Those people were from all
over the midwest. That meant a lot to us, the people
coming out.”

As the area finds itself in storm season again
this year, VanVickle said his office continues to be
prepared for emergencies. He believes Ogle County
has become a leader in emergency management for
rural communities because of its past response to real
world events and its regular nuclear plant drills.

Technology in storm preparation has made strides
in the past 10 years, VanVickle said. The Ogle Coun-
ty Dispatch Center now has a dashboard with storm
trackers and live radar. There is new development in
public alert and warning systems where alarms can
be sent to cell phones.

“We were prepared that day and as we move
forward into storm season again, we’re even better
prepared now with different and additional technol-
ogy and resources,” VanVickle said. “When it strikes
that close to home like it did that day, you don’t take
those warnings lightly. You continue to try to make
sure that everybody has the best information going
forward.”

VanVickle was in office as sheriff for a total of four
months before the tornado hit. He said he was fortu-
nate to have been through drills beforehand and that
his office had a veteran command staff in place with
people that knew what their roles were in a disaster.

Stories of lost items from the area on April 9, 2015
are in no short supply. Items from rural Rochelle were
found all the way on the shore of Lake Michigan.

“The craziest story we had was, when my son was
little, my grandfather gave him a Boston Celtics jersey
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for his birthday,” VanVickle said. “It was small and on
a hanger. A girl from my daughter’s volleyball team
found it after the tornado and it was still on the hanger.
And it was clean as could be. That’s wild to me, hav-
ing a piece of clothing still on a hanger and not dirty
and found 45-50 miles away.”

VanVickle has multiple generations of family
history in Rochelle. That meant when the tornado hap-
pened, he knew pretty much everyone that suffered
losses. The good that came with that bad was that
when he went to their door to check on those people,
they saw a familiar face.

“We did that with everyone that was impacted,”
VanVickle said. “We checked on them multiple times.
That’s what you do. That’s what rural communities
do, they check on each other. That’s what we continue
to do. I think the biggest takeaway from it for me was
that everybody was OK and things can be replaced.
Just like what I told my mom when she called me after
the tornado. At the end of the day, that’s always our
goal, to make sure that everybody is safe. Houses can
be replaced. Possessions can be bought again. But
people can’t.”
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RFD’s Sawlsville on 2015 tornado response:

‘It was absolutely crazy the
way that call evolved’

poa

ey

Current RFD chief was lieutenant on duty,

responded to Flagg Center and Grubsteakers

By Jeff Helfrich
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE —
After hearing a report
that a tornado had hit
northwest of Rochelle on
April 9, 2015, then-Ro-
chelle Fire Department
Dave Sawlsville left the
RFD fire station with a
crew heading towards
that area. While on Illi-
nois Route 251, they saw
it for themselves.

“When we got to
Flagg Road I could
see the tornado north
of town moving to the
east,” Sawlsville, now
RFD’s chief, said. “You
could see it clear as a
bell. And we were sit-
ting at the intersection
watching it and it wasn’t
even raining on us. We
went west on Flagg Road
towards the area that
was hit. That was when
we saw the devastation.
Houses were leveled.”

RFD personnel arrived
on scene prepared to
administer care to anyone
in need. Amid all of the
destruction, they found no
fires, gas leaks or inju-
ries in the areas of Skare
Court and Cherry Hill.

One individual had to
be helped from a base-
ment in Cherry Hill, but
there was no house above
it to free them from. Only
a ladder was required.
The EF4 tornado dam-
aged 179 structures in
Ogle County and de-
stroyed 20-30 homes in
rural Rochelle after winds
reached over 200 miles
per hour.

“It was absolutely
crazy the way that call
evolved,” Sawlsville said.
“Nobody was missing.
With that kind of devas-
tation you expect to see
injuries, and there was
just nothing.”

RFD and Ogle-Lee
Fire Protection District
personnel were then
called to Grubsteak-
ers restaurant at 14698
[llinois Route 64 for a
report of people trapped
in its basement after the

tornado hit the building.

One individual was
found injured outside at
that location and trans-
ported to an area hospital.
12 people were trapped in
the basement for nearly
90 minutes before RFD,
OLFPD and Lynn-Scott-
Rock Fire Protection
District personnel freed
them.

“The building had sub-
stantial damage but the
floor joists held,” Sawls-
ville said. “They were just
trapped. There were no
other injuries. We cleared
the basement doorway
and 12 people walked
out of that structure. As
you’re approaching the
scene and that restaurant
is gone, you think, ‘Oh
my God.” You wonder if
it’s going to be a building
collapse with search and
rescue and what it’s going
to take to move the debris.
You have to figure out
what you’re actually deal-
ing with. We could have
needed big cranes. But all
we needed was a chain-
saw. You walk around
the building three times
and know what you need
to do to help people. The
owner of the restaurant
herded all the customers
outside and into the base-
ment through an exterior
door.”

Sawlsville said that
with immediate limited
resources and after seeing
the large tornado making
its way east earlier on, the
ride down Flagg Road
towards the damaged area
was a long one.

“Because we didn’t
know what was wait-
ing for us when we got
there,” Sawlsville said.
“Am I going to have five
houses on fire or people
laying in the street? We
didn’t know. We didn’t
know what we’d need.
We wanted to get it right
whether it was for fires
or injuries or both. It took
us two minutes to get
there and see. But it felt
like 20 minutes. We very
quickly realized that what
we needed was just ac-

countability of all of the
people.”

Sawlsville attributes
the lack of injuries on
April 9, 2015 to people
taking weather warnings
seriously and getting
to safe places in their
homes. He said the
community members
impacted made sure their
neighbors knew the seri-
ousness of the situation.

The RFD chief'is
thankful that people were
prepared and that the
tornado didn’t then shift
towards more densely-
populated areas.

“It was a sight to
behold,” Sawlsville said.
“It’s one of those ‘Could
have been’ things. There
are schools and mobile
home communities that
could have been in the
path. The tornado covered
a lot of farm ground and
an occasional farm house.
If you have to have an
EF4, you want it to stay
out in rural areas. We
were incredibly fortu-
nate.”

After helping people
at Grubsteakers, first
responders cleared
farmhouses and struc-
tures in the path of the
tornado. Neighboring fire
departments then started
to arrive in the area to
strengthen the response.
After nobody else was
found to be missing or
injured, debris removal
became the next task.

The next morning
yielded mutual aid task
forces, volunteers from
relief organizations
Samaritan’s Purse and
The Red Cross, commu-
nity members and area
contractors to help with
cleanup.

“The debris removal
was very organized and
methodical and there was
a lot of volunteer help,”
Sawlsville said. “We got
our arms around where to
send people if they want-
ed to make donations. We
didn’t anticipate 1,800
volunteers showing up.
That was awesome. You
have to support that effort

with things like portable
restrooms and food. We
had a command center

at the Flagg Center fire
station and had incoming
fire departments report
there. Local restaurants
sent so much food out
there for first responders,
which was awesome to
see. There’s a tremendous
amount of resources out
there to help. You just
have to tap into them and
be able to support them.”

Sawlsville said he
believes the emergency
response system worked
well in response to the
tornado. The experience
gave area first respond-
ers a chance to learn for
potential future events
like it.

RFD’s chief says he
now feels more prepared
for spring storms due
to that experience, with
improved warning tech-
nology and the commu-
nity now knowing from
experience to take them
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seriously. 10 years later,
Sawlsville still marvels at
the outpouring of support
from the community fol-
lowing the tornado.

“It was awesome to
see,” Sawlsville said.
“And not just in big ways,
but in so many small
ways. Local contractors
showed up with heavy
equipment to clear large
debris. Ordinary citizens
showed up with their
work gloves to pick up
debris and were raking
people’s lawns. Samari-
tan’s Purse was a great or-
ganization and showed up
with hundreds of people.
Within four days, other
than the buildings that
were gone, you would
not have known a tornado
had hit. It just looked like
a subdivision that was
under construction. It was
a sight to see.”

Outside of his capac-
ity with RFD, Sawlsville
does disaster response
work around the country.

IS Ai__
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He’s seen firsthand how
disasters like tornadoes,
hurricanes and wildland
fires are becoming more
severe. He wants the
community to understand
what that means,

“I would encourage
people to be aware of
their surroundings and
what’s going on with
the weather,” Sawlsville
said. “We’re seeing crazy
events that we’ve never
seen before. And I believe
they’re only going to
continue to get worse.

It’s probably time to have
more of those preparatory
conversations. Tell your
kids when those sirens go
off, it’s time to go. That
day, we were all hands

on deck and maxed out

in terms of capabilities.
Our goal is always to help
people, but there’s only
so much we can do right
off the bat. Whatever you
can do to prepare and help
yourself can give us a
good start.”

-. 815-2\52“‘:21__8?1-
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Former RACF executive director reflects on
fundraising work following 2015 EF4 tornado

By Jeff Helfrich
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Following an April 9, 2015
EF4 tornado that damaged 179 structures in
Ogle County and destroyed 20-30 homes in rural
Rochelle after winds reached over 200 miles per
hour, then-Rochelle Area Community Founda-
tion Executive Director

/i

Kim Montgomery knew It was
someone had to step up to
assist with the fundraising absol Ute Iy
work that was going to amazing
take place.

“Everyone was in what took
shock,” Montgomery
said. “I knew people were P | acean d
going to want to make h ow th e
contributions to help .
those affected. I called commun |ty

our RACF board chair-
man about responding to it
and getting involved. The
board was in favor of step-
ping up as an organization
that would accept contributions to support the people
affected by the tornado. I think we held that money
and distributed it actively for about a year. We didn’t
immediately see who was going to do that for people
here. So we decided to step up.”

In the year that followed the tornado, RACF
opened a fund for the long-term recovery and collect-
ed $542,823.83. Donations came in from individuals
locally and across the country and many organiza-
tions in the state.

The Rochelle Area Community Foundation raises
funds for various dedicated

pulled
together!”

—

Has a weather event

caused a power outage?

FIND OUT HOW TO STAY SAFE

community causes and provides caretaker services for
the funds. It was established in 2005 for donors big
and small.

“Raising that kind of money and doing it in that
way was different for us,” Montgomery said. “RACF
typically handles specific funds that are invested and
not given right away. There wasn’t another local orga-
nization that was ready and able to help like RACF
was. It was daunting to step into that role. We were
all volunteers when we were working on all of that. |
learned a lot. I was very thankful to do it and that we
had so many other organizations and people to help.
We all just put our heads down and worked.”

The fundraising and organization work became
more than RACF expected with donations flooding
in. Montgomery said the Rochelle nonprofit sought
guidance from the Council on Foundations and other
community foundations in Illinois that had done simi-
lar work helping with disasters.

The funds were dispersed using a Red Cross
system where affected residents did interviews on the
losses they suffered that resulted in reports. RACF
established committees of community members that
resourced items besides money that were needed and
reviewed cases of those affected and assigned funding
for them.

All of the funding distribution was done anony-
mously to ensure fairness.

“It was a complicated process, but we were lucky
to have the resources we had,” Montgomery said.

“In the end it worked out well and we wouldn’t have
done it any other way. Because it was anonymous, we
didn’t know who was getting the money. It was all
confidential. But we could all see the rebuilding and
recovery. I just felt good that we were able to help.

\ -_
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My role was just to help with making sure things
were organized and that we were keeping records and
I helped to lead the committees that worked on it.”

Montgomery called the donations that came in for
the relief fund “overwhelming.” Large amounts of
mail were seen and donations small and large came
from all over the United States and outside the coun-
try.
“Money came from people that didn’t even know
anyone in Rochelle or anything about the city,” Mont-
gomery said. “I was blown away by the generosity.
And we obviously had some big donors locally and
so many people helped out from here.”

RACEF held onto the remaining funds until two
years passed and used what was left over to establish
a fund for future disaster relief. Montgomery called
the experience as a whole and seeing the community
come together “absolutely amazing.”

Montgomery was part-time in her position at
RACEF. After working her regular 20 hours a week,
she continued to volunteer on the tornado disaster
relief project along with the board members and other
community volunteers that helped with it. She esti-
mates she worked 12-14-hour days for seven days a
week for about six months on the project. Montgom-
ery retired from RACF in 2021.

“It’s up there in terms of things I’m proudest of
from my time at RACF,” Montgomery said. “In terms
of impact, it’s the most impactful work we did. That
experience and my entire experience with RACF as a
whole made me feel really good about Rochelle. The
people’s generosity and the way they pulled together
to try to help others and make them feel whole again
was heartwarming. Rochelle is a great community and
its leadership was fabulous and great to work with.”

\!
=

What to do in a flood

When facing flash floods, torrential rain or a burst
dam, it's crucial to react appropriately to ensure
your safety and protect your property. Here's a
checklist of what to do before, during and after a
flood.

From violent winds and thunderstorms to ice storms and
tornadoes, power outages are common when Mother
Nature gets out of control. What should you do when such
a situation arises? Here are a few things to always keep
in mind.

First, unplug all your appliances, tools and electronic de-
vices to avoid a power surge when the power comes back
on. Also, turn off all the lights except one inside and one
outside your home. This way, you'll know when the power

outage is over.

If you use candles for lighting, place them in stable candle-
holders, away from items that could catch fire. And above

all, don’t leave them unattended.

Never use outdoor appliances, such as charcoal or propane
barbecues or camp stoves, indoors for heating or cooking.
These devices can cause potentially fatal carbon monoxide

poisoning if not adequately vented.

Tornadoes, hurricanes
and violent winds:
practical advice

DID YOU KNOW?
Cars and mobile homes are not safe places to
take refuge in the event of a tornado or other
violent wind event.

If the power outage lasts a long time and happens in win-
ter, you must leave your home and take essential items,
such as medication, identity papers, money and clothing.
Contact your municipality to find out about temporary
accommodation.

Wind is a powerful force that can be both beneficial and damag-
ing. While it helps pollinate plants, generate energy and propel
sailboats, excessive wind can also lead to significant destruction
and put your safety at risk. Here are a few practical tips on pro-
tecting yourself during tornadoes and other violent windstorms.

INDOORS
When indoors during a windstorm:

+ Stay away from windows and doors, as they could suddenly
burst open.

+ Take refuge in a small, closed room, like a bathroom, on the
ground floor of your home. Better yet, go to the basement or
get under a solid piece of furniture.

+ Use the stairs rather than the elevators if you're in a building.

OUTDOORS
When outside during a windstorm:

« If possible, enter a building with a solid roof. Avoid large build-
ings where the roof could collapse, such as churches or barns.

« If you find yourself in an open area, look for a deeper spot, like
a ditch. Lie flat on your stomach and hold onto your head to
protect it.

« Stay away from bodies of water, as the wind could create large
waves.

If your local authority informs you that you must evacuate your
home, follow the instructions without hesitation. After all, your
safety is at stake!

PREVENTIVE MEASURES
Tip the odds in your favour by following these rec-
ommendations:

- If you have a basement, caulk around the windows.

- Ensure your eavestroughs direct water as far away
from your property as possible.

« Install a sump pump and floor drains with non-
return valves. Make sure to test them regularly.

If the situation is imminent or has just begun:

+ Place sandbags and polyethylene membranes in
front of entrances and openings if your munici-
pality recommends.

- Turn off basement heaters.

- Turn off propane valves, if applicable.

- Block the sewer lines if you don’t have a valve.

- Elevate your belongings in the basement, including
electronics, furniture and important documents.
Move toxic products, like insecticides, to the upper
floors of your home.

« Switch off the electricity supply if, and only if,
the area is completely dry.

- Follow the authorities’ instructions, especially if
they order you to evacuate your home. In this
case, leave your home calmly and take your emer-
gency kit, which includes everything you need
for 72 hours.

UNSUSPECTED DANGERS

It's also important to be aware of specific actions
that should be avoided during a flood. For example,
crossing a flooded area on foot is extremely dan-
gerous, as you could fall and be swept away by the
current.

The same warning applies to travelling by car. The
water may be deeper and the current more power-
ful than you think. If your car breaks down in a
place where the water level is rising rapidly, don't
hesitate to abandon it and flee the scene.

SAFE RETURN

If a flood has damaged your property and you had
to evacuate, you mustn’t return until you've ob-
tained permission from the civil authorities. If
necessary, you should also contact a qualified elec-
trician. Once you have permission to return, assess
the damage by taking photos and videos. After
that, contact your insurer and hire a disaster clean-
up company to help with the cleanup process.

Remember these tips if you're ever in this type of
situation.
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*OnApril21,1966,abar
crawl in New York’s West
Village led to what became
known as the “Sip-In,”
when Dick Leitsch, Craig
Rodwell and John Tim-
mons publicly identified
as gay and demanded to be
served regardless, defying
anunofficial butwidespread
practice of banning gay

customers from bars.

* On April 22, 1992,
dozens of sewer explosions
caused by a gas leak, the
warning signs of which
were ignored by both the
governmentand thenational
oilcompany inGuadalajara,
Mexico, killed more than
200 people and damaged
1,000 buildings.

Letter: The unsettledness of
American life and politics

EAR editor,
American
life is unsettled.

American political culture
is disturbing. Each day
brings some new crisis and
opportunity forourcommon
lifetobecomemore chaotic.
The issue defies descrip-
tionas Republican desire for
change versus Democratic
appeal for the maintenance
of publicinstitutions. While
[ do wish that MAGA in-
fluence on the Republican
party was greatly
diminished and the
Democratic party
would become a
party of both oppo-
sition and vision,
the current state of
affairs cannot solely be
defined as a political party
struggle. By observation I
must state that the struggle
is over how we define
American life, American
virtue and American val-
ues. How shall we address
these elements? Shall we
be guided by revenge,
retaliation and retribution
or by reconciliation, res-
toration and redemption.
Which promotes a healthy

common and public life?
Revenge is a dish best not
served at all. Those who
eat of this meal are never
nourished but remain hun-
gry and unsatisfied. It is far
better to consider how we
areneighborsto oneanother
than to waste time and ener-
gy determining who is wor-
thy of our attention. I donot
understand destroying the
symbolism of the Statue of
Liberty and replacing that
with a section of southern
borderwallanda $5
million Visa card to
describe immigra-
tion into the United
States. This is no
small matter to us.
I do not advocate
for a return to what once
was. I desire what shall be.
Can a nation conceived in
liberty and promising free-
dom long endure? Shall we
continuetobeagovernment
ofthe people, by the people
and for the people? The
direction of our public life
matters,as does ourpurpose
as a nation.

Rev. Ronald Larson,
MLt. Morris

Facing the fear and
anxiety of the unknown

LMOST ev-
erybodyworries
bout what will

happen in the future. The
prospect of not knowing if
something good or bad will
happen can produce a lot of
fear and anxiety.

Asaresult, hereareseven
waysonhowtodeal withthe
fear of the unknown.

1. No one can predict
the future with one hundred
percent certainty: Even if
the thing that you fear does
happen there are circum-
stances and factors that you
can’t predict which can be
used to your advantage.

For instance, you miss
the deadline for a project
you have been working
on. Everything you feared
s coming true. Suddenly,
your boss tells you that the
deadline is extended and
that he forgot to tell you the
day before. This unknown
factor changes everything.

2. Take it one day at a
time: Instead of worrying
about how you will get
through the rest of the week
or coming months, try to
focus on today. Each day
canprovideus with different
opportunities to learn new
things and that includes
learning how to deal with
your problems. When the
time comes, hopefully you
will have learned the skills
to deal with your situation.

3. Use Self-Visualiza-
ion: Sometimes, we can
oet anxious over a task that
we will have to perform in
the near future. When this
happens, visualize yourself
doing the task in yourmind.
For instance, you have to
play in the championship
volleyball game in front of
a large group of people in
the next few days. Before
the big day comes, imagine
yourself playing the game
in your mind. By doing
this, you will be better pre-
pared when the time comes.

4. Take a break: Take

a deep breath and try to
find something to do to
get your mind off of your
anxieties and stresses. A
person could take a walk,
listen to some music, read
the newspaper, watch TV,
play on the computer, or
do anactivity that will give
thema fresh perspective on
things. This will distract
you from your current
worries.

5. Challenge your nega-
tive thinking with positive
statements and realistic
thinking: When encoun-
tering thoughts that make
you fearful or depressed,
challenge those thoughts
by asking yourself ques-
tions that will maintain
objectivity and common
sense. Focus on the reality
of your situation and not
on your thoughts.

6. Worrying can make
the problem worse: All the
worrying in the world will
not change anything. All
youcandoistodoyourbest
each day, hope for the best,
and when something does
happen, take it in stride.
If you still have trouble
dealing with the fear of
the future, then talking to
a counselor or clergyman
can be of great help.

7.Getsomehelp: Some-
times, it helps to be able to
talk to someone about your
stressful situations. Talking
toatrusted friend, counsel-
or, or clergyman can give
you additional advice and
insights on how to deal
with your current problem.
In time, you will become
better able to deal with the
fear of the unknown.

Stan Popovichis the au-
thor of “A Layman s Guide
to Managing Fear” which
covers a variety of tech-
niques that can drastically
improveyour mental health.
For more information,
please visit Stan's website
at http://www.managing-
fear.com

Politics as psychotherapy

SYCHOTHERA-
PPY isn’t the same
thing as politics.
I’m convinced, though,
thatpoliticians and political
partiesneed torespectsome
of its basic principles, if
they want to earn and keep
the support of the people.

Psychotherapy wasn’t
a core part of my 30-year
career as a school psychol-
ogist, but, about 40 years
ago, | practiced therapy
on a limited basis within
and outside of my job with
the schools. That modest
level ofinvolvementlasted
for only a few years and I
don’t claim the expertise
of a career therapist. It did
nevertheless provide a set
ofprinciples that]’ve found
to be valuable in my work
as a school psychologist,
my personal life, and my
column.

My approach to work-
ing with individuals and
families back then was
centered around the idea
of resistance. Maybe a
less judgmental word for
it would be homeostasis,
which comes from the field
ofbiology. It’sthetendency
of all living things to re-
sist outside pressures that
threaten to change their in-
ternal workings. Heat reg-
ulation is one example: the
way our bodies work to stay
between 97 and 99 degrees
Fahrenheit in resistance to
fluctuating temperatures on

the outside.

Homeostasis or resis-
tance also happens when
someone comes to a ther-
apist for help — or, for that
matter, when a political
party tries to help a nation
move toward change. A
problem behavior may be
causing distress, but a per-
son wouldn’t keep
doing it if it didn’t
serve some pur-
pose, conscious-
ly or otherwise.
A person — or
a nation — will
resist change until
he‘s convinced, at
a conscious and
unconscious level, that it’s
safe to do so.

My approach to ther-
apy was grounded in an
acknowledgement that
the client’s resistance was
more powerful than [ was.
It had homeostasis on its
side and veto power over
any changes that I might
recommend. [ tried to enter
the client’s mental model of
the world, the beliefs and
fears that were the source
ofhis resistance to change,
and to operate within it.

I recall a story about
famed hypnotherapist Mil-
ton Erickson that’s abeauti-
ful example of entering the
client’sworld view. He was
the director of a mental in-
stitution at the time. One of
the residents, who insisted
that he was Jesus Christ,

refused to participate in
theinstitution’s therapeutic
woodworking shop.

The staff asked Dr. Er-
icksontotalktohim,andhe
quickly overcame the cli-
ent’s resistance by saying,
“I’hearyou’re a carpenter.”
The resident could hardly
disagree and willingly
participated in the
workshop.

The key to over-
coming resistance
in a client, a voter,
or a nation is to
enter their world-
view. We’ll then
discover a positive
intention, however
misguided it may seem,
underlying theirresistance.
Phobias are an obvious
example — they seem to
protect the person from
being exposed to situations
that he sees as threatening.

My goal as a therapist
was to find the positive
intention behind the cli-
ent’s resistance, to show
appreciation for its efforts
to protect him, and to re-
assure him that I wouldn’t
introduce any changes until
he was ready for them.
A therapist who admits
to powerlessness against
a person’s resistance can
thenbecome powerful asits
ally, working from within
to find a solution.

A political party must
likewise respect a voter’s
or a nation’s resistance

Lowell
Harp

to change, recognize the
positive intent behind it,
and create solutions that
are responsive to it. The
history of both political
parties is one of disre-
garding the importance
of homeostasis and resis-
tance; failing to work from
within the world-view
of persuadable voters;
overinterpreting supposed
mandates; enacting poli-
cies that the public wasn’t
ready to accept; and then
suffering defeatat the next
election.

The Democratic Party
came to an end of this
cycle last November. The
Republican Party is now
at stage one, as it enacts
one unpopular policy after
anotherunder the delusion
that it has a mandate. The
Democratic and Republi-
can parties must enter the
world-view and adopt the
language of the majority
of the nation, instead to
speaking to their MAGA
and Progressive bases, if
they hope to escape that
cycleand become authen-
tic voices of the American
people.

Lowell Harp is a retired
school psychologist who
served school districts in
Ogle County. His column
runs monthly in The Ogle
County Life. For previous
articles, you can follow
him on Facebookat http://
fb.me/lowellharp.

Letter to Editor: Huey Long

EAR editor,
Huey Long
was born in

Louisiana. As young man
(disagreeing with principal,
did not finish high school)
he worked as travelling
salesman. He got to know
people around the state:
what they were concerned
about (mainly poverty)and
what they wanted (money
and voice in government).
Still young, he got himself
elected to a minor board of
commissioners. He spoke
publicly, bashing large
corporations and wealthy,
and saying he would rep-
resent common people
and spend state money for
public works, etc. toemploy
unemployed. He used mi-
crophone with speakers to
reach assembled crowds,
and also radio. He quickly
rose from unknown to pop-
ular champion of common
people. He was elected
governor. He continued
regular radio talks. With
personal popularity and
shrewd maneuvering, he
gained personal control of
allbranches of state govern-
ment; in Louisiana he was
king. He was impeached
for violating constitution
but, defended by eight
lawyers, was acquitted.
He chose crony to run for
governor while he ran for
federal Senator; both were
elected. In Senate, he gave
frequent soak-the-rich-
give-to-poor speeches,
but was not involved in
legislation and was disliked
by other senators. 1935, he
was widely expected to run
for President. But, a few
months before election, as
his Louisiana political op-
position was stymied from
representation, he was cut
down by assassin’s bullet.
Now another populist is
President. Did he say any-

thing about tax rich, give
to poor? No, his program
is to reduce taxes (mostly
benefiting rich people)
and reduce any programs
involved with spending
government money for the
people. What is motivation
for Trump’s actions? You
do not need to wonder:
Trump’s Director of Man-
agement and Budget is au-
thor of Project 2025 report
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Project 2025). Trump’s
plan is all there.

“As Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem
vowsto ‘eliminate FEMA,’
the agency is in turmoil,
with disaster assistance,
grant money, and hiring
largely stalled, threatening
its ability to respond to
major disasters,”(CNN)

“US President Donald
Trump has signed an exec-
utive order aiming
to begin disman-
tling Department
of Education. It
oversees funding
for public schools,
administers student
loans and runs programs
that help low-income stu-
dents.”(BBC)

“Consumer Protection
Bureau, long a target of
Republicans’ ire, is facing
dramatic cuts by the Trump
administration.”(Politico)

“US Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices announced Thursday
that it is cutting 10,000
full-time employees across
health agencies, depart-
menttold CNN. Thiscomes
ontop of 10,000 employees
who’ve left voluntarily. In
addition, there are about
5,200 probationary work-
ers, who have been in their
positions less than a year
or two and were terminat-
ed last month” (CNN) Dr.
Georges Benjamin, execu-

tive director of American
Public Health Association,
said morale at public health
agencies was already ‘low-
estit’s ever been’ as people
struggle with heavy work-
loads. With confirmation of
staffing cuts and defunding
of state health agencies,
Benjamin said American
life expectancy would al-
most certainly get worse,
not better, as a result of
these changes. ‘I’ve done
big reorganizations before.
You have to do them very,
very carefully, very deliber-
ately. Every time youmove
boxes around, every time
you downsize or upsize
organizations, you make
them dysfunctional for
some period of time,” he
said.”(CNN)“Kennedy has
a long history of spreading
anti-vaccine misinforma-
tion, although during his
Senate confirmation
hearings he seemed
to say he would
not undermine vac-
cines.”(APNews)
“Dr. Peter Marks,
Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s top vaccine
regulator has resigned. A
person familiar with the
matter told NBC News
that Marks was forced
out. Marks wrote that un-
dermining confidence in
vaccines is ‘irresponsible,
detrimental topublichealth,
and a clear danger to our
nation’s health, safety, and
security.””’(NBCNews)
“Around the nation, doc-
tors, lawmakers, advocates
and patients are watching
anxiously as Republicans
in Congress consider pro-
posals to slash billions
of dollars from federal
Medicaid funding as they
look to offset trillions in
proposedtaxcuts... Nearly
afifth of Americans rely on
Medicaid.”(Stateline)

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for publication.During election times, no letters written by
the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication.Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to
avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or per-
sonal attacks. Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a
letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting

“Trump administration
blocks more than $400M
in funding for Illinois health
programs”(Capitol News
[llinois)

“Federal cuts squeeze
already-struggling food
banks, school lunch pro-
grams.” (Stateline)

“In past month, Trump
administration has an-
nounced aflurry of changes
at the agency that adminis-
ters Social Security. Among
these changes are plans to
cut thousands of jobs, close
officesand enactnew policy
—including more stringent
identity checks that could
requirein-person office vis-
its. Foryears, advocates say
Social Security Administra-
tionhasstruggled tokeepup
with its growing workload.
Besidesretirementservices,
agency runs programs that
provide survivor benefits
and disability benefits and
supplemental income for
verypoor.” (National Public
Radio) “New requirements
that Social Security recip-
ients access key benefits
online orin person atafield
office, ratherthan onphone,
wouldbenearly impossible
to meet without help. But
advocates say changes will
disproportionately impact
most vulnerable Ameri-
cans. It will be harder to
visit field offices in rural
areas with high poverty
rates. Often these are same
areas that lack widespread
internet service. Many So-
cial Security field offices
are also being shut ... That
could mean seniors have to
travel even farther to visit.”
(APNews)

Would this activity have
gotten votes for Huey
Long? Or votes now from
you?

Henry Tideman,
Oregon
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BENNIE BASEBALL: ‘We just wanted to give kids an affordable and accessible option to train’

From page 1

Bennie Baseball is a
South Beloit, Wiscon-
sin-based baseball academy
for youth and high school
players and has a travel pro-
gramaswell. Moreinforma-
tion including membership
details can be found online
atbenniebaseball.comorby
calling (815) 561-6567 or
emailing hithub@bennie-
baseball.com.

“We just wanted to give
kidsanaffordableandacces-
sibleoptiontotrain,” Owner
Joe Bennie said. “There
are so many expenses with
travel baseball. We run a
business with travel baseball
and we understand that.
We just wanted a place that
kids can go to and train year
round every day. There are
also benefits in camps that
are offered here. They have

a place they can actually
afford and get a lot of work
in at any time. Hopefully
everyone loves it.”

The ribbon cutting was
hosted by the Rochelle
Chamber of Commerce.
Speakersincluded Chamber
Executive Director Tricia
Herrera and City of Ro-
chelle Councilwoman Kate
Shaw-Dickey.

Herrera welcomed
HitHub on behalf of the
chamber on March 27.

“We’re very excited to
celebrate here today,” Her-
rera said. “Several months
back, we started talking
about this building and Joe
reached out and we talked
about what this location
was going to be and all of
the things that it was go-
ing to offer. We were very
excited. Any time you can
add a business to Rochelle,

we’realwaysexcited by that.
But any time you can add
something that is going to
helpouryouthandgivethem
something to do, that’s an
added bonus. On behalf of
the chamber of commerce,
we welcome you and wish
you many years of success
here.”

Shaw-Dickey saidMarch
27thatshewasexcitedabout
the impact that HitHub will
have on the youth baseball
organizations in the com-
munity.

“I'm so excited to be
here,” Shaw-Dickey said.
“I’ve spent a lot of years
in this building, before
it looked like this, with
baseball practices. The fact
that you’re coming to the
community and investingin
the community and the kids
is amazing. I’ve heard such
great things from the kids

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Bennie Baseball is a South Beloit, Wisconsin-based baseball academy for youth
and high school players and has a travel program as well. More information can
be found online at benniebaseball.com.

and familieswhoarealready
participating. Thank you
for that. We’re so excited
to have you here. If there’s
anything we can do for you,
please reach out. Welcome
to Rochelle. We couldn’tbe

happier to have you.”
Bennie Baseball Instruc-
tor Jaden Dixon said the fa-
cility will have 24/7 access.
“We want to make it
accessible for everyone at
any time, especially high

school players with driver’s
licenses,” Dixon said. “Or
if kids just want to come
here and hang out with their
friends and get some hitting
and work in. It’s great for
everyone.”

A

Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club participates in Day of Dabblmg

On March 22, the Ogle County 4-H Day of Dabbling took place at the Oregon Church of God. Day of Dabbling is an event that allows local youth to try different
hands-on activities. Four members of the Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club participated in the event. David Bagwell and Finn Slattery participated in the different
classes that were available. Lydia Sherburne led a STEM Building Sets class helped by 4-H member Gianni Racanelli. Other activities that were available included
crocheting, sewing, crafting, cake decorating, experimenting with cooking, drawing, photo editing and many science-related classes involving geology, bugs, sound
and other fun activities. Everyone who participated had a good time. Pictured is Slattery having fun with magna tiles and Racanelli and Sherburne setting up for class.
(Courtesy photos)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

April 12: Let Freedom
Ring and The Mt. Motris
Senior & Community
Center will be hosting an
Adult Egg Hunt on the
Mt. Morris Campus on
April 12. Sign in is from
7:30-7:55 p.m., with the
hunt beginning at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $15 each and
participants must be over
18 years old. Prizes will be
awarded for winning eggs
and golden eggs. We will
also have a door prize. To
purchase tickets call The
Center at 815-734-6335 or

Brought to you by these sponsors:

stop by Mt. Morris Village
Hall at 105 W. Lincoln St.,
Mt. Morris. We hope that
you can join in the fun! All
proceeds will benefitthe Let
Freedom Ring Festival and
the programs at The Center.

April 12: The White
Rock Cemetery will be
having a spring cleanup on
April 12. Any winter grave
decorations still there will
be disposed of that day.
Those with questions can
contact Dale King at 815-
761-7551.

April 19: The Mr. Mor-

ris Moose Lodge 1551 will
host Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny on April 19
from 9-11 a.m. There will
be pancakes, scrambled
eggs, and biscuits and gra-
vy. The event is free to all.
Donations are welcome.
The Easter Egg Hunt starts
at 11:30 a.m.

April 21: For its pro-
gram on Monday, April
21, Country Crossroads
Quilt Guild will present a
program on “Grandma’s
Aprons.” The presenters
are Kris Winkler and Lynn

Lokken fromMonroe. They
will tell a story and show
examples ofaprons through
the ages. They have over
300 aprons in their collec-
tion, mostly from the 30s
and 50s. This will be a very
entertaining presentation.
Visitors are welcome; for
visitorsthereisafee of $5 at
the door. Membership dues
are $20 per year. Save the
date! CCQG will present
our Quilt Show “Garden of
Quilts” on April 11 & 12.
Jane Addams Community
Center, 430 W. Washing-

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Hank's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

CC2018

EifE
o}
WE’RE HIRING!

1333 S.DAYSVILLEROAD. OREGON, IL 61061

Improving lives by serving infrastructure needs of the world

WWW.ETNYRE.COM

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We're here to help.

ton St., Cedarville. Hours
for the show are Friday 10
a.m.to4p.m.and Saturday
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admis-
sion $5. Guild meetings
are held at the Forreston
Grove Church, 7246 Free-
port Road; Forreston, on
the third Monday of each
month (except December)
at 7 p.m., doors open at
6 p.m. to provide ample
time to meet and greet
members before the meet-
ing. For more information
call Program Commit-
tee Chair Kay Walker,

712 N Division Ave.

Polo, IL
(815) 946-2886

Open:
Tue - Wed
TAM to T0PM
Thurs - Saturday
4PM to 1AM
Kitchen Open:
5PM to 7PM
FREE In-Town Delievery

815-275-2904, or Guild
President Jennifer New-
comer,708-774-3279.

June 22: The Northern
[llinois Bass Masters Kids
Fishing Derby is June 22
at 9 a.m. at the Rochelle
Wildlife Conservation
Club at 3501 S. Sweeney
Road in Chana. The event
isopentothe public, There
will be free food, drinks
and bait. Everyone will
win a prize, from bicycles
to fishing poles. All you
have to do is bring your
pole and go fishing.

THE Q
POLD,
o)
A
ABSINTHE BAR, RESTRYRANT
Anp EVENT CENTER

pPolo. ILLINOIS

NICKEL

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST.1991 —
e

Serving the Community for 33 years!
Locally owned and operated

*‘ Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Stillman Valley, IL 61084

ISH
Friday r

5pm-9pm

208 N Walnut St

815-645-9828

Matthew
Hermes
Heartlan W

REALTY

vvvvvvvvvvvv

(815) 288-4648

1254 N. Galena Ave., Dixon
www.heartlandrealty.info

09302024

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com
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OrecoN VFW * X
Post #8739

Monday - Lightning 5:30PM
Wednesday - BINGO 5:30PM

Thursday - Trivia 7PM
Food Available Mon, Wed, Thu 4 PM - 7 PM & Fri 4 PM - 8 PM

Open to the Public
1310 Washington St., Oregon | 815-732-6851

Servmg Ogle, Boone & Wlnnebago County for over 35 years

815-234-4111
815-234-2225

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

3499 E Tower Rd
PO Box 652
Byron, IL 61010

2-Way Radio
Communication

We are an
authorized dealer
of Icom & Kenwood
radio equipment

Forreston, IL
815-938-2586

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL. 61068

815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
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Girl Scouts of Northern
Il1linois announce new CEO

NORTHERN ILLI-
NOIS — Girl Scouts of
Northern Illinois recently
announced the appoint-
ment of Jodi Dahlke as its
new chief executive offi-
cer, effective May 2025.

Dahlke brings a wealth
of experience to the role,
having previously served
as chief strategy officer
for Girl Scouts of North-
western Great Lakes in
Wisconsin for almost
10 years. In addition to
over 30 years of business
leadership experience,
Dahlke brings expertise
in strategic planning,
volunteer management,
and Girl Scout-specific
senior leadership. She
prides herself on building
strong relationships with
her teams and establish-
ing lasting connections
throughout the community.

Recently, and prior to
her time with the Girl Scout
Movement, Dahlke held
many business leadership
roles within small, medi-
um, and large organiza-
tions. She has a passion
for business operations,
training and development,
employee relations, and
community development
over multi-county struc-

tures.

With education in
technology, business and
human resource manage-
ment, Dahlke combines
strategic vision with hands-
on leadership to support
business growth and trans-
formation. Beyond the
workplace, she is an active
mentor and advocate for
community engagement
in all geographic areas she
serves within.

Dahlke shares, “I am
looking forward to bring-
ing my passion, along with
my strategicand innovative

Jodi Dahlke

thinking, to an organization
I believe in and has such
a large impact on youth
throughout northern Illi-
nois. [ am committed to
ensuring our Girl Scouts
have an environment of
belonging and opportu-
nities to build courage,
confidence and character.”

Dahlke will be making
her first appearance at
Girl Scouts of Northern
[llinois’ Annual Meeting on
Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m.-
noon, at NIU’s Barsema
Alumni & Visitors Center
in DeKalb.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON—OnMarch
25, deputies conducted a
traffic stop in the 17,000
block of East Illinois Route
38 in Creston. After investi-
gation, deputies placed Sara
E. Hall, 57, of Rochelle un-
der arrest for driving while
license suspended. Hall was
also cited for no insurance.
Hallwasreleasedonanotice
to appear pending a future
court date.

On March 25, deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 19,000 block of East
Illinois Route 64. After an
investigation, Nickoll Y.
Espinel Nieto, 20, of Elgin,
was placed under arrest for
novaliddriver’slicense. Es-
pinel Nietowasadditionally
cited forspeeding 35+miles
per hour over speed limit.
Espinel Nieto was released
on a notice to appear bond
with a future court date.

On March 25,deputies
along with Lynn-Scott-
Rock Fire were dispatched
to a possible-single vehicle
on fire in the lane of traffic
on NorthIllinois Route 251,
near the intersection with
East Mowers Road. Upon
arrival, it was determined
the vehicle was not on fire,
but was abandoned in the
northbound lane of traffic
with heavy front end dam-
age. The vehicle, a black
2020 Ford Escape, was

northbound and exited the
roadway, striking the guard
rail on the east side of the
roadway. The vehicle was
unoccupied when deputies
arrived on scene. Through
the course of the investi-
gation, deputies arrested
Amber L. Lopez, 33, of
Davis Junction, for driving
under the influence of alco-
hol. Lopez was additionally
issued citations forimproper
lane usage, failure to reduce
speed to avoid an accident,
leaving the scene of a
property damage accident,
failure to report a property
damage accident/driver,
unauthorized parking on
the roadway, operating an
uninsured motor vehicle,
and driving under the influ-
ence ofalcohol BAC>0.08.
Lopez was transported to
the Ogle County Jail and
released on a notice to
appear, with a future court
date. Deputies were assisted
by Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire.

On March 25, deputies
conducted a warrantservice
in the 300 block of East
Woodland Flower Circle in
Davis Junction. Deputies
arrested Dustin N. Grove,
42, of Davis Junction on an
Ogle County warrant for
aggravated domestic bat-
tery. Grove was transported
to the Ogle County Jail and
held in lieu of bond.

On March 26, deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 17,000 block of East
Illinois Route 64. After an
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Cedric C. Wilson, 41,
of Chicago fordrivingwhile
license suspended. Wilson
was also cited for speeding.
Wilson was released with a
notice to appear pending a
future court date.

On March 26, deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 9,000 block of North
Kishwaukee Road. After
an investigation, deputies
placed Marco Santillan, 40,
of Rockford, under arrest
for driving while license
revoked. Santillan was addi-
tionally cited for suspended
registration. Santillan was
released on a notice to ap-
pearwithareturn courtdate.

On March 27, deputies
responded to the 900 block
of North 12th Street in
Rochelle in regards to a re-
ported violation of an order
of protection. After a brief
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Angel B. Vazquez, 20,
of Rochelle for violation of
orderofprotection. Vazquez
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
heldawaitinganappearance
before a judge.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-

en guilty.

Polo Woman’s Garden Club plant sale scheduled for May 3

POLO — The Polo
Woman’s Garden Club
will be having its annual
perennial plant sale on
Saturday, May 3 from 8§
a.m. to noon at the Polo
Community High School
Ag Department (located
behind the school — 100

S. Union Ave.). This sale
will be the same day as
the opening of Polo FFA’s
Greenhouse!
Wehavetworaffleitems
available forviewingatThe
Polo Pharmacy the month
of April. Eachwooden crate
holds various gardening

related items as well as a
$100 gift certificate from a
local greenhouse! Tickets
willbesoldatthe pharmacy,
aPWGC member, or at the
plant sale ($1 each or six
for $5). You do not need to
be present to win, and your
ticket may win either one

of the filled wooden crates
offered.

Proceeds from the sale
will be used for the ad-
vancement of gardening,
city beautification, pro-
grams to stimulate an
interest in co-operative
gardening among ama-

teurs, introduce children
to gardening, and to aid
in the protection of forest,
wildflowers, birds, and all
pollinators.

If you have perennials,
house plants or a garden
related item that you
would like to donate for

the sale, please contact
Beth Green at 815-299-
1416, or you can drop
them off at the Polo Com-
munity High School Ag
Room on Friday, May 2
between 1-3 p.m. We look
forward to seeing you at
the plant sale on May 3!

HAM GIVEAWAY

WIN A $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE TOWARD YOUR EASTER HAM!

By simply dropping off your entry at these participating businesses. One winner per business.*

Deadline for entry is Thursday, April 10, 2025 at Noon.

i ©0,0)

© Market ¢
i ~ Rt.2Byron, IL * 234-2311

o NAME -
ADDRESS

! 00 00
' @ Town: !
i \V/
: PHONE:

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION
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i

: s _

RS0 \}\ 1000 Pines Road, Oregon 0.0,
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WFW

v
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< VFW Post #8739 !
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Winners will appear in the Aprll 14, 2024 Life. Winners’ certlﬁcates will be mailed before Easter!
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Polo PEO Chapter celebrates 50+ year members

P.E.O., Chapter DW, Polo celebrated their 50+ year members with a celebration at
Heritage Square in Dixon on Sunday, March 23. Those honored were: Back row:
Vicki Hay - 51 years, Beverly Coffman - 59 years, (front row) Julie McGuire - 57
years, Betty Hare - 53 years and Jean Cunningham - 50 years. Unable to attend
was Karen Olsen - 55 years. All members of P.E.O. Chapter DW, Polo in attendance
were: Standing; Diane Rasmussen, Suzanne Sorenson, Paula Faivre, Terri Wilder,
Vicki Hay, Beverly Coffman, Kathy Scholl, Carol Suits, Nancy Cline, Karen Merlak,
Lisa Coffman, Karen Scholl, Christine Hammer, Megan White, Robin Jefford,
Maggie Henning and Sandy Stahler. Seated: Betty Ebert, Julie McGuire,
Betty Hare and Jean Cunningham. (Courtesy photos)

Highland Lifelong Learning offers new courses in April and May

FREEPORT — High-
land Community College
Lifelong Learning April
and May classes include
Nail Art, Floral Painting on
Wood Slice, Basic Birding,
Disc Golf, and Civilian
Conservation Corps. To
register online and view the
complete Lifelong Learning
schedule, visit highland.
edu/lifelong. Registration
deadline is one week before
class start date.

NailArt: Location: High-
land Community College,
2998 W. Pearl City Road,
Building T, Room 133,
Freeport. Registration dead-
line: April 16. Class: April
23; 5-6:30 p.m. Fee: $10

Instructor: Tasha Marini.
Learn the tools, supplies,
and basic hand and nail
care tips to create beautiful
nail art designs. You don’t
have to wait for a special
occasion! Beautiful nails,
using basic techniques such
asdotsandstripes, areeasier
to achieve than you think!
Floral Painting on Wood
Slice: Location: Route No.
73 Brew and Chew, 201 S.
Main St., Pearl City. Reg-
istration deadline: April 19.
Class: April 26;11:00a.m.-1
p.m. Fee: $45. Instructor:
Catherine Urban. Join Cath-
erine from The Urban Art
Studiotopaintafloral design
onawoodslice! Youradmis-

S SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

ANY |
BRAND

sion includes one 9” round
woodslicewithapre-drawn
floral design, all painting
materials, and step by step
instruction. This is beginner
friendly, with options for
experienced painters.
BasicBirding: Location:
Highland Community Col-
lege, 2998 W. Pearl City
Road, Building N, Room
122, Freeport. Registration
deadline: April 19. Class:
April26;9a.m.tonoon. Fee:
$15. Instructor: JulietMode-
row. Learn about common
birdsthatresideinormigrate
through northwest Illinois
through photographs and
bird specimens. Handouts
will be provided, but you

should bring your own field
guide if you have one. We
will take a short walk on
campus to find and identify
birds that might be present.
Bring your own binoculars
if you have them or we will
provide binoculars to bor-
row during the class. Class
will be held rain or shine.
Disc Golf: Loca-
tion: Generations Brewing
Company 1400 S. Adams
Avenue, Freeport. Reg-
istration deadline: April
20. Class: April 27; 1-3
p.m. Fee: $25. Instructor:
Steven Winter. Disc Golf
is played much like golf,
except instead of a ball and
clubs, players use a flying

Stillman Va“cy Nurscry

9979 N. Kishwaukee Road
Stillman Va”ey, llinois 61084

(815) 645-8113

Premium Hardwood - Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt - Mushroom Compost - Straw Bales

Delivery Available

Hours:
Mon., Wed., Thu. & Sat. Tue. &Fri.
9am - 5pm 9am - 6pm

Closed on Sunday

Custom Planters

We do custom planters!

Bring your planter or pick one from our shelf
and we will create the perfect planter for you!

Ready to plant!

$1.00 for1/2 pound
New for 2025 Onion plants! Pruned and ready to
plant! This Candy Onion Plant will produce a lot of

Onions! Buy a bundle of 5 plants for a dollar.

$1.25

June bearing and ever bearing

Sungro Potting Soil

Oregon, IL 61061 :
920-229-9787 : B

m Fern Baskets Strawberry Bare Roots

disc. In this course you will
learneverythingyouneedto
know to get started, includ-
ing rules and terminology,
what discs to use when, and
how to throw discs far and
accurately. All equipment
provided, or feel freetobring
your own.

Civilian Conservation
Corps: Location: White
Pines Lodge 6712 W. Pines
Road, Mt. Morris. Regis-
tration Deadline: April 23.
Class: April 30; 1-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $19. Instructor: Mark
Peterson. Learn more about
the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC), the most
popularNew Deal program,
which led to greater public
awareness and appreciation
of the outdoors and the
nation’s natural resourc-
es. Enrollees of the CCC
planted nearly three billion
trees, constructed trails and
lodges (including the lodge
at White Pines), inmorethan
800 parks nationwide. Op-
tional guided tour of cabins
after class is included.

Other courses include:

The Art of Sketchbooking,
Elizabeth Business Hub,
Elizabeth. Hex Weaving,
Lena Brewing Compa-
ny, Lena. Spring Sunrise
Painting on Wood, Lena
Brewing Company, Lena.
No Bake Turtle Cheese-
cake, Generations Brew-
ing Company, Freeport.
JFK Assassination, Mount
Carroll Public Library,
Mount Carroll. Beekeep-
ing Experience, Dry Creek
Beekeeping, Elizabeth.
Beekeeping Bootcamp,
Dry Creek Beekeeping,
Elizabeth. Beginner’s Guide
to Using Chat GPT (Al)
for Writers, online. Metal
Detecting Basics, Cedar-
ville Historical Museum,
Cedarville. ModernIsrael: A
Historic Perspective, HCC,
Freeport.

For more information
aboutLifelongLearningand
to find out the latest course
offerings, call §15599-3403
or email lifelonglearning@
highland.edu. Register for
spring courses at highland.
edw/lifelong.

Annuals
Planters
Perennials

Hanging Baskets
Vegetable Plants
Shepherd Hooks

04072025
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Local track and field athletes medal at 2025 lllinois Top Times Indoor State Meet

Five Oregon High School track and field athletes earned medals during the 2025 lllinois Top Times Indoor
State Championship at the Shirk Center in Bloomington on March 28 and 29. Daniel Gonzalez medaled in
sixth in the Class 1A 800-meter run with a time of 2:03.19, while Oregon’s Class 1A 800-meter relay team of
Grace Tremble, Miranda Ciesiel, Gabriele Hoyle and Skylar Bishop medaled in sixth with a time of 1:51.08.
Byron’s Sam Gentz (top right) medaled in seventh place in the Class 2A shot put competition with a throw
of 15.32 meters. Stillman Valley’s Saundra Broderson (bottom right) medaled in sixth place in the Class 2A
high jump competition with a clearance of 1.52 meters. (Courtesy photos)

RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

-
YREMAX
OF ROCK VALLEY
The best time to sell in 2025 falls on
the week of April 13-19 as this week
represents balanced market conditions
that favor sellers.

Benefits of listing April 13-19:

2239 Pine Bluff Dixon $525,000 Call Rebecca

BUYER'S LOSS = YOUR GAIN! Stunning 5-Bedroom, 4.5-Bathroom Home on Expansive Comer Lot This impressive home in White
Oaks Subdivision set on a sprawling 0.6-acre corner lot, offers space, luxury, and functionality. With 5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, and
a host of thoughtful features, this property is perfect for family living and entertaining alike. Step inside to discover a grand layout
with two wood-burning fireplaces, a wet bar in the formal living room, and a family room with a striking stone fireplace off the eat-in
kitchen. The kitchen itself is a chef’s dream, featuring slate tile backsplash, granite countertops, an ice maker, and plenty of space
to create culinary masterpieces. Upstairs, you'll find a thoughtful layout with two staircases for easy access. Two bedrooms share
Ul a Jack-and-Jill bathroom, one bedroom includes its own private bath, and the luxurious master suite boasts a sitting area, a large
closet, and a spa-like bathroom with a Jacuzzi tub. The cedar closet adds a touch of elegance and practicality to the upper level. The
finished lower level extends the living space with a full bathroom, a theater room, and plenty of room to entertain or unwind. Outside,
“+ the large patio with a built-in stone counter top perfect for hosting gatherings or enjoying peaceful evenings. The storage shed adds
convenience, while the lush, quiet setting enhances the home’s appeal. Updated roof is another added perk that this property offers.

Don't miss this exceptional home-schedule your private showing today and see all it has to offer!

410 S 7th Street Oregon $309,999 Call Matt
Own a piece of history. This iconic home located in Oregon built in 1870 has many unique and
charming features. From the hardwood floors and built in book cases to the tons of upgrades since
2023 the home will amaze you. 2000 square feet on the main and much more up and down. All new
] upgrades and features such as: New Roof (2023) Pergola Arch (2023) Side Porch Stairs (2023) Indoor
and Outdoor Lighting (2024) Potting Shed (2024) New Oven (2023). Fully Fenced in yard (2024) Huge
New Concrete Patio in the backyard (2024). This is just a start to what's waiting. The kitchen is a dream
with an overhead sky light, Subzero fridge and freezer. Pocket doors divide the space with a vintage
touch. Access the upstairs through one of two staircases into 4 bedrooms and three full bathrooms, 2
of which are en suite. The lower level comes with an additional bedroom, canning room, and bathroom.
This is an excellent opportunity for the right buyer who will appreciate everything this home has to offer.

326 Old Mill Road Franklin Grove $164,900 Call JD
Welcome to this charming 3-bedroom, 1-bath ranch home located on the edge of town, seton a
spacious half-acre lot offering peaceful rural views. The property boasts an oversized attached
garage along with a dedicated workshop—ideal for expanding your space or pursuing your
- hobbies. For those with a creative vision, the in -ground pool, although currently non-functional,
presents a fantastic fixer-upper opportunity to transform it into a private oasis. Updates include
a new HVAC system installed in 2014, an upgraded electrical panel, and a reliable roof from
2012, ensuring essential systems are maintained. With boundless potential to add your
personal finishing touches, this home is a rare opportunity to create your dream retreat in a
tranquil setting. Don’t miss out on making this promising property your own!

000 N River Road (40 acres)
Oregon $389,900 Call Carla

40 Wooded Acres(MOL) on

the Rock River — A Rare Find!

| Discover the perfect blend of

nature and opportunity with 40

(MOL) stunning acres along the

Rock River in Oregon, IL! This

Ag-1 zoned, buildable property offers nearly 1,000 feet of shoreline,

breathtaking scenery, and multiple gorgeous building sites. Nestled

down a private drive, enjoy total seclusion while being just minutes

from state parks, rolling countryside, and outdoor adventures.

Whether you’re looking to build your dream home, create a private
retreat, or invest in prime land, this property is a must-see!

10462 Sandburr Court
Thomson $324,900 Call JD

This spacious 4-bed, 3-bath ranch

sits on over an acre of land, offering

both comfort and functionality. The

main living areas feature soaring

vaulted ceilings, and the kitchen

boasts beautiful stone countertops.
The home includes both an attached and detached garage with electric service
already ran, perfect for anything you can imagine. The master suite offers a
private retreat, and main floor laundry provides additional convenience. The
finished basement offers even more living space, complete with a cozy gas
fireplace and wet bar. Additional highlights include a whole-home water filtration
system, new roofs (2022), furnace (2021), and water heater (2019). A fantastic
opportunity to enjoy space, style, and modern updates!

-

N

0 E Ashelford Drive Byron $59,900 Call Carla
Imagine how you would want your dream house to be when you
are nestled near the Rock River with 110’ of river frontage. Do you
prefer a rec room, larger bedrooms, spacious kitchen or loads of
windows to take in the scenic views? It’s up to you. This property is
located in the Byron school district and has city water and county
taxes. Sale is subject to developer’s approval of blueprint.

000 N IIl Route 2(35 Acres) Oregon $700,000 Call Rebecca

________|35Acres MOL with 1,300+ Feet of Rock River Frontage! A rare opportunity to own
alarge parcel of land along the Rock River in Oregon! With over 1,300 feet of river
frontage, this 35-acre MOL property offers endless possibilities —whether you're
looking for a recreational retreat, an income-generating investment, or a place to
build your dream home. Currently rented for the 2025 crop season, this property
provides immediate income while you plan for the future. Enjoy fishing, boating, or
simply relaxing by the water—this is the perfect escape for you and your family.
Opportunities like this don’t come often! Don’t miss your chance to own a large
stretch of Rock River frontage—call today for more details!

7261 S Ridge Road Dixon $349,900 Call Carla

New Listing in Grand Detour! — Charming 3-Bedroom Ranch on 5+ Wooded Acres Nestled just outside Grand
Detour, this custom-built, one-owner ranch home offers the perfect blend of privacy, space, and comfort.
Featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, this charming home boasts a large screened-in porch where you
can relax and enjoy the scenic wooded views. Inside, the family room with a cozy fireplace provides a warm
and inviting atmosphere, while the expansive kitchen and formal dining area make entertaining a breeze.
The spacious living room adds to the home’s open and airy feel, with large rooms throughout ensuring plenty
of space for everyone. Downstairs, the finished lower level offers even more versatility, with a rec room and
an additional space ideal for an office or workout area. With loads of storage and over 5 beautifully wooded
acres, this property is a rare find in a gorgeous location. This home is also close to Grand Detour’s private
school, Faith Christian School k-12! Don’t miss your chance to own this peaceful retreat!

6' m | 606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

o ‘\. i Al 7

Carla Benesh Lori Peterson JD Gieson Boone Lockard  Carrie Rowland  Jenny Kirchner Jen Taylor Miller Kyle Schipper
815.985.6235 815-973-2180 815-677-1873 815-970-3506 815-677-8656 815-440-2145 T13-849-3522 815-751-8943 309-428-9407

=
. RockValleyProperties.com

§ ' / A L | ' ) Each office is independently owned & operated.
\| ) S A

Merri Cruz Casey Cline Jamie Pendergrass Ashley Patterson Erin Spence Stephanie Wendt Jenn Goley Becky Adams Matt Bouback Jessica Lowry
815-988-7947 217-840-8855 815-243-4310 815-291-6308 815.-262.5555 815.985-2055 630-732-6858 815-509-5837 815-505-5827 8153152617
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St Paul Lutheran
Church

- Holy Week Services -

4 Loving Christ, Sharing Christ, Trusting Christ B

St Paul Lutheran Church
Pr. Terese Whitten

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday (St. Paul) - April 17 at 6:00 pm

Easter Sunday Schedule
Worship - 8:30 am
Easter Breakfast - 9:45 am

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 S. 5th St., Oregon, IL

1000 Rt. 64- W.,, Oregon, IL
815-732-7111
saint.bride.church(@gmail.com
www.saintbrides.org

Holy Week & Easter Services

Palm Sunday, April 13 - 10:00 am Service
Maundy Thursday, April 17 - 5:00 pm Service/Supper
Easter Sunday, April 20 - 10:00 am Service

All Are Welcome!

May the power of Easter resurrection life be the main story of our lives,
because Easter is more than a feel-good day on the calendar. It has to do with
the most powerful gift we have received in the world: The power of God coming
through His son Jesus Christ. Through the Easter experience God can do
amazing things in our lives.

From St. Bride’s Episcopal Church we're bringing this Easter message hoping it

will touch you with many blessings in the name of the One whose Resurrection
we celebrate, Jesus Christ.

Happy Easter!

8195 Kishwaukee Road
Stillman Valley, IL 61084

(815) 965-1940 Come find

www.kishchurch.org new life in the
Gospel of

PALM SUNDAY - April 13
10am Worship Jesus. ..
EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE -

MAUNDY THURSDAY - April 17

7pm Communion Service April 20

7am Sunrise Service
7:45am Easter Breakfast
10am Gathered Worship

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY
SERVICE - April 18
7pm @ Red Brick Church

= —

. EASTER Wership & Celebrations. mh

HYW

AT VALLEY COVENANT

Come and Experience the Hope of New Life in Jesus!

PALM SUNDAY : 9am — “Gather”

April 13 10am — Worship Service
MAUNDY THURSDAY : 6:30pm - Communion Service
April 17

GOOD FRIDAY : 7pm - Community Worship Service
April 18 at Red Brick Church

EASTER SUNDAY : 10:15am — Worship Service

April 20

103 S Maple St
Stillman Valley, IL 61084
www.valleycov.org

04072025

Valle

Covenant Church

United Church of Byron\

701 West Second Street, Byron, IL
815-234-8777
www.unitedchurchofbyron.org
Look for us on Facebook
Loving God * Serving People * Following Jesus
PALM SUNDAY ~ APRIL 13
8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
10:30am: Worship
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ APRIL 17
6:00pm: Soup Supper & Service with
Communion
EASTER SUNDAY ~ APRIL 20
8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
9:15am: Easter Breakfast
10:00am: Easter Egg Hunt For Kids
10:30am: Worship

All are welcome!

/

04072025

Pty Dok

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Maundy Thursday — April 17 at 7:00 pm
Good Friday - April 18 at 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil — April 19 at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday — April 20 at 9:30 am

All are welcome!

A A
g Al 2A 308 E. Brayton Rd., Mt. Morris

"AA AA‘; 815-734-6354 www.trinitymmil.net
TRINITY

Join Us at Middle Creek Presbyterian Church

Palm Sunday 10:30am 4/13/25

Maundy Thursday Service 6:30pm 4/17/25

EASTER SERVICE 10:30AM
4/20/25 L\

t\: ..\f:-\ L
- \
s \\

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Road
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SPORTS

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

Polo baseball team
falls against Pearl City

The Polo High School
varsity baseball team fell
11-1 against Pearl City
on Wednesday, March 26.
Korbin Cavanaugh went
1-for-2 with one single and
one RBI for the Marcos,
while Dawson Foster went
1-for-2 with one double
and one run scored.

Polo softball team
takes shutoutloss against
Pearl City

The Polo High School
varsity softball team suf-
fered a 13-0 shutout loss

against Pearl City on
Wednesday, March 26.
Cheyenna Wilkins went
2-for-2 while striking out
seven batters over four
innings pitched.
Forreston softball
team loses against Gard-
ner-South Wilmington
The Forreston High
School varsity softball
team lost 17-2 against
Gardner-South Wilming-
ton on Friday, March 28.
Isabella Thiel and Emma
Hundertmark each struck
outtwo battersinthecircle,
while Alice Kobler went

1-for-2 at the plate.
Oregon softball team
falls against Sterling
The Oregon High
School varsity softball
team fell 8-4 against Ster-
lingon Saturday, March29.
LolaSchwarz went 2-for-3
with one RBI, while Abree
Barker went 2-for-4 with
one run scored. Emma
Schlichtmannwent 1-for-3
withone RBland Hayleigh
Heurman went 2-for-3.
Polo softball team los-
es against Bureau Valley
The Polo High School
varsity softball team lost

15-1 against Bureau Val-
ley on Saturday, March
29. Bella Witkowski went
2-for-3 with two singles,
while Cheyenna Wilkins
went 1-for-3 with one sin-
gle and one RBI. Wilkins
pitched five innings and
struck out seven bat-
ters. Brylee Laskowski
went 1-for-3 with one run
scored.

Polo baseball team
takes shutout loss from
Bureau Valley

The Polo High School
varsity baseball team lost
9-0 against Bureau Val-

ley on Saturday, March
29. Gus Mumford went
1-for-2 with one single
and Lucas Nelson pitched
three innings while strik-
ing out four batters.
Oregon softball team
wins over Milledgeville
The Oregon High
School varsity softball
team won 16-8 over
Milledgeville on Mon-
day, March 31. The
Hawks recorded 21 hits,
with Ella Dannhorn hom-
ering twice and reached
base five times. Isabelle
Berg, Olivia Ortega,

Hayleigh Heuerman and
Brooke Halverson all
collected three hits to
aid the Oregon offense
in the win.

Oregon girls soccer
team drops match with
Freeport

The Oregon High
School varsity girls soc-
certeam dropped a match
against Freeport, falling
3-1 on Monday, March
31. Anna Stender scored
the team’s lone goal and
Mili Zavalarecorded sev-
en saves for the Hawks
(3-1-1, 0-0 BNO).

Andy Colbert: Leveling the

EST you think
the IHSA is ig-
noring the car-

nage inflicted on public
schools in boys and girls
athletic competitions by
the privates this schools
year, think again. Recent-
ly, they issued a statement
on how they will legislate
what they refer to as “lev-
eling the playing field”.

The combination of a
1.65 enrollment multi-
plier, waiver application
and success factor for the
private schools will be en-
forced much stricter thanit
has in the past. Since 2005,
they’ve had measures like
this in place, but there had
been a fluctuation in the
enforcement.

The hope is that loop-
holes in the previous sys-
tem will be reduced and
teams will not have an
unfair competitive advan-
tage. Obtaining waivers to
avoid the 1.65 multiplier
has become more strin-
gent.

A sport or activity
program at a particular
non-boundaried school is

not eligible to apply for a
waiverifoverthe course of
the previous three school
terms, the program (as a
team) has achieved any of
the following:

1) In Girls’ Volley-
ball, Boys’ Basketball,
Girls’ Basketball, Boys’
Soccer, Girls’ Soccer,
Baseball, or Softball ac-
complishes the following:
a. Wins a Section-
al Semi-final contest
2) In Wrestling or Scho-
lastic Bowl accom-
plishes the following:
a. Wins a Region-
al Tournament
3) In Boys’ Track and
Field, Girls’ Track and
Field, Boys’ Tennis,
Girls’ Tennis, Compet-
itive Cheerleading, or
Competitive Dance ac-
complishes the following:
a. Wins a Sectional Tour-
nament or finishes in
the Top 10 as a team at
the ITHSA State Finals
4) In Boys’ Cross
Country, Girls’ Cross
Country, Boys’ Golf,
and Girls’ Golf, accom-
plishes the following:

a. Wins a Regional Tour-
nament or qualifies for
the IHSA State Finals
5) In Football, accom-
plishes the following:
a. Winsatleastone
Playoff football
game

Besides the
multiplier, the
IHSA made an
adjustment to the
Success Adjust-
ment Policy. The
policy was ini-
tially implemented in
2014 and seeks to provide
greater competitive equity
for private schools who
achieve certain levels of
State Final success by
moving them up in clas-
sification.

The policy initially
looked at the amount of
State Final success that oc-
curred over four years, but
was adjusted to two years
when the IHSA moved to
a two-year classification
cycle.

Beginning in 2025-26,
the Success Adjustment
Policy will encompass a
rolling three-year period.

)t

e

Stillman Valley’s Wilhite earns 450th career victory
The Stillman Valley High School varsity baseball team celebrated head coach
Scott Wilhite’s 450th career victory after the Cardinals defeated Newark 7-6 in
extra innings on March 27. (Courtesy photo)

Thursday, April 17

Piano by Ken Drake

Friday, April 18

| Piano by Krista Carlson

Sunday, April 20

Forreston First UMC, Forreston | Open Prayer 2 - 5 p.m.

Holy Week

Services

Please join us in rejoicing in the
miracle of our Savior’s resurrection.

Maundy Thursday Service

Good Friday Services

Easter Morning Services

Forreston First UMC - 9 a.m. | Leaf River UMC - 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church Tt

Forreston First United Methodist Church  Leaf River United Methodist Church
402 S 1st Ave | Forreston
facebook.com/ForrestonFirst [i

For information: Reverend Cherie Quillman 815-618-525;

Worshiping Together | 6 p.m. | Leaf River United Methodist, Leaf River |

Vi

Forreston First UMC, Forreston | Worshipping Together 6 p.m.

[P
Council of Churches | Piano by Krista Carlson N

104 E 3rd St | Leaf River
facebook.com/LeafRiverUMC

04072025

Andy Colbert

Entering each school year,
if a team has won two
state final trophies in the
past three years in a sport,
they will then be subject
to the adjustment
and move up one
class in that sport.

For example,
a school who has
won two state final
trophies in a sport/
activity over the
course of 2022-
23, 2023-24, and
2024-25 will be subject
to the adjustmentin 2025-
26. In 2026-27, they will
only be subject to the
adjustment if they have

playing field

two state final trophies
over the course of 2023-
24,2024-25,and 2025-26.

As you can see, the
IHSA put a tremendous
amount of time and effort
to enact said policies,
which needed to be ap-
proved by the IHSA Board
of Directors, a group of
12 school administrators
from all over the state.

The whole thingis very
complicated tounderstand
and if I interpreted the
information wrong, my
apologies.

As 1 scanned through
other business the IHSA
discussed at its March 15

meeting, | couldn’t help
but notice this tidbit:

The Board approved a
recommendation to make
two adjustments to the
game rules of Madden in
the THSA esports State
Series. The changes in-
cluded shortening quarters
from five minutes to four
minutes and turning on
the accelerated gameplay.

No, I’'mnot making this
up. The IHSA ofters state
series in esports.

Andy Colbertis a long-
time Ogle County resident
with years of experience
coveringsports andmorefor
multiple area publications.

*Installation of NEW Blacktop
*Parking Lots & Driveways

+Commercial & Residential

*Driveway Additions
*Blacktop Repairs/Patching
+*Sealcoating/Crack Filling

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

Serving Ogle, Boone & Winnebago County for over 36 years

819-234-4111

+ 819-234-2225

BBB
BUsiNess

3499 E Tower Ro
PO Box 652
Byron, IL 61010

T —

. EASTER Werchis & Celebrations. -
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Dur

Card

Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan
309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Morris IL 61054

173-340-0734

CABINETS

' Contact Eric
815.973.9951

Vatteycrast [

Cust : . 0
hiney, 815.900.209
Jeanderafled qualify fo fast a lifefime
Q Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more! Come visit our showroom

2477 E. IL Hwy 64
Oregon, 1L 61061

Appointments Appreciated

¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

0 Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

= 3-D Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

-«
g
P &

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

COMPLETE SEPTIC SERVICE

(NORUP)

==Trenching?®

» Excavating * Trucking » Hauling
* Septic Installation » Septic Pumping
® Aeration System Installation & Service
* Black Dirt

P.O. Box 352 Byron, IL * 815-234-5625 |

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

« New Construction * Roofing * Windows < Additions
« Complete Remodeling - Siding < Painting * Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring - Decks

Free Estimates ® Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Insured /‘= N\ ES II';L;ETES
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, Lic

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com
PAINTING

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

CONCRETE
Neil Wills

President / Owner

sl e et

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL 61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

D —

AT'S
FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

CONCRETE
WOW coun we A&é’- 7‘014' .7

/ S~
<Yoder- ::
*Floors
-\/ *Walkways
( eDriveways
C *Resealing
eDecorative

-
_oncrete
_onstruction

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Leaf River Kutz
122 Main Street <Leaf River I '

|

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS 815-738-6122

LAWNCARE

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS . Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

TFree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K&J £
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL!  giiman valley. 11,

PET GROOMING

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE 4
GROOMING R

o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
© Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

o Pets Groomed at Your Home

® Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

W
RS S O By, Deliy,
AT - 7oy, OQury
. 2Ke
e R dge
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

SOLAR ENERGY

Paul Holland
Sunder Energy

Regional Solar Consultan;

815-994-2337
Paul.Holland@sunderenergy.com
Instagram: @Solarocrates

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, IL
= Tree removal/trimming =

//\ = Storm damage -

A = St inding =
»\"\\ ump grinding
e,

= Climbing specialist= Call or Text:

815-980-0678

TREE CARE
“Your Trees
O OVE Deserve a
A edecedteeee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

R A . ; CERTIFIED
© Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control

e Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

WATER SOFTENER
= —_—m —

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL |

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

WHEELS

Wouldn't you like your business
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125
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MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mount Morris Li-
brary Hours

The Mount Morris Li-
brary is open every day
Monday through Saturday.
Hours are 1lam-7pm,
Monday through Thurs-
day, 11am-5pm on Fridays
and 10am-2pm on Satur-
days. Stop by and see us!

Ink with a Friend

Monday, April 14" at
5pm. We will be offering
a card-making class from
local crafter, Liz Gullett.
She will be here on Mon-
day, April 14™ at 5pm! You
will get all the materials to
make two beautiful cardsto
take home. Stop by to see
the samples, $5 fee when
you register. Registration
is limited so call the library
or stop by to save your spot
before March 3!

Lego Night!

Thursday, April 17" at
6pm. Bring the family out
for some awesome brick
building! We will pull out
#AlltheLegos for thisnight
andkids can build whatever
they can imagine. Then,
they can put a name to their
creation and keep it on our
display forall to enjoyuntil
the next Lego night!

Read with Therapy
Dog, Holly

Monday, April 28", We

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

National Library
Week

April 6th - April 12%.
Be sure to stop in during
National Library Week to
see all your library has to
offer. While you’re here
be sure to enter for one

have an exciting opportu-
nity at the Mount Morris
Library with Holly, a local
therapy dog. Holly will be
here on the 4" Monday of
each month from Spmuntil
6:30pm for 15-minute time
slots. You can register a
child for a time slot using
the link in our Facebook
Events page! This program
is free for anyone, but you
must register to let Holly
know you will be coming
to visit!

Hot Spots available at
Mount Morris Library

The library has hotspots
available to check out for
use at home. These are
available to Mount Morris
Library card holders and
will be checked out for
fourteen days. Get more
information from a librari-
an if you would like to use
this free service!

Display Case Showings

There is a new display
in our cases! Artwork from
local artists through the
years! On loan from Jo
Ward, there is a wide range
of differenttypesofart from
many different artists but
all from our local town!
Stop by tosee this gorgeous
collection! We are always
looking for collectors or
artists who are willing to

share their treasures in
our display cases. If you
are interested, please call,
815-734-4927.

MountMorris Library
is FINE FREE!

Yep! Youno longerneed
toworry about paying fines
for late books, dvd’s, au-
diobooks, etc. at the Mount
Morris Library! Wehaveno
fines due for late materials,
justreturn the item and you
can check out any other
item at no cost! We love
serving ourcommunity and
invite all patrons to visitthe
Mount Morris Library!

Explore More Illinois
Welcomes Chicago Tem-
pest Women’s Pro Rugby
in Evanston!

The Chicago Tempest
are one of the original
six teams in the first pro-
fessional women’s rugby
league, Women’s Elite
Rugby (WER). The team
will play at Martin Stadium
on Northwestern Univer-
sity’s campus beginning
in March 2025. Chicago
Tempest Women’s Pro
Rugby is offering 20%
off reserved tickets (up
to four). Explore More
[llinois users can access,
and reserve passes from
any of our attractions on
the Mount Morris Library

website, mtmorris-il.org,
under the resources page.
Visit the website to browse
attractions.

Book Donations Wel-
come

Our book sale was such
a great success due to all of
your wonderful donations!
Weare accepting donations
again forthenextbook sale!
If you have any media you
no longer need or want-
bring them to the Mount
Morris Library! We cannot
accept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest
Condensed books, VHS
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Lions Club Glasses
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are avail-
able at the library. When
the boxes are full, they are
picked up by local Lions
members and dropped off
at collection depots. These
recycled eyeglasses are
given to people in need,
with the help of various
medical missionaries, in
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world.
Whentheeyeglassesarrive
in these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription

eyeglasses that are as close
as possible to that person’s
sightneeds. When donating
HEARING AIDS, please
be sure to place them in a
small box or hard-covered
case so they do not get
crushed or damaged.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends
work better? Do you have
aprogramyouwouldliketo
share/lead? Contact Mary
Cheatwood at the library
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.orgorcall 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy to many, and
doubles in value. Your
memorial gift to the library
is matched by the Mt.
Morris Library Foundation,
doubling your generosity!
Many thanks to all who
gave memorial gifts in
2023.

Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiv-
ing the Dixon Telegraph
daily! Wereceive the Ogle
County Life, Sauk Valley,
and Mt. Morris Times. If
you want to keep up with
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is

available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have
the option of having your
materials delivered to your
vehicle. If you have holds
waiting for you, call us to
tellus you are on your way,
and we will bring them out
to your vehicle when you
arrive. Call us if you need
more information.

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
per black and white page).
We fax ($2 forthe first page
and $0.50 each additional
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email
($2 perdocument). Youcan
use a computer without a
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available
on our computers. Come
visitus and letus help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm at
thelibraryunless otherwise
noted. The public is wel-
come to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Libraryislocatedat 105
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt.
Morris IL 61054 —815-
734-4927 Fax-815-734-
6035 www.mtmorris-il.org

of our giveaway baskets
and/or try to win one of
our ever popular guess-
me jars. We hope to see
you soon!

Toddler/Preschool
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00

am. Join us each week for
stories, games, and crafts.
This program is a great
opportunity for children
and caregivers to discover
the joy of sharing stories
and making new friends
in a relaxed setting. We

hope you’ll join us!
Community Room
Looking for a place
to hold your event? Our
community room (with a
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties,
showers, family reunions,

and more. Please call the
library at (815)938-2624
for additional informa-
tion.

Soft Plastic Recycling

We are collecting film-
type plastic forrecycling.
This includes plastic bags,

zipper type baggies (with
the zip portion removed),
cereal/snack bags, bubble
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags
are free from debris and
remove all paper/sticker
labels. Thank you!

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held af 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NexiGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children's Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more defails .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: ueb@comcast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportuniies:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm
For complete ministry schedule and other acivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift af 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL61021

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, Al the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

Ay P A 4

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Celebrating 175 Years!
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beaufiful rural setfing.

Everyone is cordially invited fo be with us.

Follow Us on Facebook “St. James Lutheran Church” =

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 « Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Sunday Morning: 9:30am Bible Classes for all ages
10:30am Worship Service with nursery available. Live stream available at
leafriver.churchy/live-now
6941 N. Mt. Morris Rd., Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205
leafriverbc@gmail.com
leafriver.church

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanueHindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 * office@immanueHindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuellindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library fime. Snacks and coffee.
Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 . Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesume.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church

MOUNT MORRIS

E0CCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 8157322960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.

Breakfust s served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) mest weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not mest
on Wednesdays.

We look forward to megfing you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd.
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com * Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM st & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hotfman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
732-7211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org * E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
1145, 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 7322367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 o.m. Worship

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois © 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God" “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffes, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June Tst .

Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo * 815-946-3588 « Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website o call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCFSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERI You
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.

Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am.

Pastor Phil Thompson

Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVIGES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recover
A.A. Hotline 800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon

Rochelle

732-3157
562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and

24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

1001 Pines Rd, Suite A, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

815-222-8869

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon

Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

nior Citizen rvi
Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

Polo Senior Center
Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

636-9811
732-0000

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services

Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance
Veteran’s Crisis Line

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499

Teils (o2

Humane Society

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Closed

Bertolet Memorial Li-
brary will be closed Satur-
day, April 19th for Easter
Weekend. Be sure to have
Breakfastwith the Bunny at
the Bertolet Building from
7-10AM and watch the kids
in the egg hunt that morn-
ing. Thank you to the Leaf
River Lions for continuing
to hostthis event each year!

LEGO Club

Monday April 7th at
5:00PM: Bricks and bases
will be waiting for you at
LEGO Club on April 7th.
Bring your neighbor and
your imagination!

Spice of the Month!

This month’s spice
is cumin. Pick up a spice
kit today to learn more
about cumin, some recipes
showcasing cumin’s fla-
vor, and a sample of the
spice.

Stories With Stacey

Thursdays at
10:00AM: Join Miss Stac-
ey as she continues to teach
us about animals through
books and crafts!

April Book of the
Month

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Special Hours
The Byron Public Library
will be closed on Sunday,
April 20 in observance of
the Easter holiday. We
willreopen for our regular
hours on Monday, April
21. We wish all of our
patrons a safe and happy
Easter!

Movie Show-
ing: Easter Parade
Wednesday, April 9. 1
— 3:00 pm. Fred Astaire
and Judy Garland star in
this classic movie musical
featuring 17 songs by Ir-
ving Berlin. When famous
dancer Don Hewes’ part-
ner, Nadine Hale deserts
him, he makes a bet that
he can make any chorus
girl into a star. Space is
limited, so please call
815-234-5107 to register.

Shitake Mushroom
Cultivation—The Basics
Thursday, April 24. 6
— 7:00 pm. Join Hunter
Le Duc for an engaging
program where you’ll
learn the art and science of
cultivating shiitake mush-
rooms. The shiitake is an
edible mushroom native
to East Asia that is used
in many dishes across the

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Commu-
nity Center!

Diamond Painting

Diamond Painting on
Friday, April 4" @ 11:00
am. No experience neces-
sary. Paintings are avail-

‘@ Oin

In The Book of Lost
Names by Kristen Harm-
el, Eva Traube Abrams is
working when she sees a
photo of a book that she
recognizes from her time
helping Jews fleeing to
Switzerland. After Evawas
forced to flee from Paris,
she forged documents to
help Jewish children and
while she was trying to
erase these children to get
them to safety, she used a
book and code to come up
with a way to remember
who these children were.
The same code modern re-
searchers cannot figure out.
To find out what happens,
stop by the circulation desk
to pick up your copy.

April Take & Make
Craft

Hop on over to the cir-
culation desk to pick up the
material needed to make an
adorable frog.

Community Puzzle

We’ve got a new winter
themed puzzle out for you
tohelp complete. Putinone
piece or five; you can even
do it all if you have time!

Coloring Pages

Don’t forget we have
new coloring pages each
week available for you to
choose from.

Card Making

Card Making supplies
arealwaysavailable foryou
to create with. Call ahead
for room availability.

Game Table

We have a variety of
board games, including
checkers, for anyone to
play. Stop inand bring your
competitive streak.

Plastic Recycling

*No animal feed bags
are allowed (cat, dog,
bird, etc)* We ask that you
make sure plastic is clean
with no debris in the dona-
tion. Also please remove
any ziploc-type seals and
paper/sticker labels. Thank
you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

Fight or Flight by Fern
Michaels

The Antique Hunter’s
Death on the Red Sea by
C.L. Miller (LP)

Picture Book

MrFox’s Gameof*“No!”
by David LaRochelle

world. Please call 815-
234-5107 to register.

Creative Studio
Our Creative Studio is
open on Sunday after-
noons and two evenings
a week, so stop by for
monthly crafts and to use
our maker space equip-
ment! Crafts out on the
tables are free of charge,
while some other projects
will incur a cost depend-
ing on materials. Middle
school and high school
youth can use some of
the materials while with
an adult, or during Teen
Time. Creative Studio
hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00
pm, Monday 9:00 am-
1:00 pm & 5 — 8:00 pm,
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm
& 5 - 8:00 pm, Wednes-
day 9:00 am — 1:00 pm,
Thursday 9:00 am — 1:00
pm, Friday & Saturday
closed.

Check out
Our Mobile App
Did you know that there
is an easy way to use
the library from your
phone? Just download
the PrairieCat app to your
phone or mobile device
and log in with your

library card number and
PIN! You’ll be able to
view your checkouts and
holds, renew renewable
materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
evenadigital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107. Not sure what you
want? Call us for help!
We will call or email you
with a confirmation when
your holds are ready to be
picked up. Call us when
you arrive at the library,
and we will bring your
items out to you, already
checked out. A receipt
with your due dates will be
included with your items.

Visitthe Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters
at byronlibrary.org, to
keep up to date on library
news and programs! Be
sure to also check out the
Byron Library and Byron
Library Teen Instagram

pages!

able for purchase.

Book Club

Join our Book Club!
The first Monday of the
month, April 7th at 11:00
am. Stop in the Mt. Morris
Library and pick up the
book and come to The
Center for a discussion.

Crafts

All are welcome to join
us for crafts each month at
the Serenity Shed. April
15" at 9:00 am we will
work on an Easter wood
cutout. The cost is $20
and a sign up is required
by April 8™.

g rooming

Compassionate, quality care Trust with a Groomer is

for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

expertise.

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

schellevet.c Boarding And Grooming

(815) 562-5207 815-453-2843
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

Call:

fi

+ Gas Anesthetic

» On-site Laboratory

* Geriatric Care

* Dentistry PP

« Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
« Surgical Laser

® * X-ray

Lobby Hours:
) Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

Hello, my name is Oscar! | am a gentle soul who takes a little
time to warm up, but once | feel safe, | am a total sweetheart. |

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
love my quiet spaces, soft blankets, and the comfort of having

or N
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125 ‘yé
my best frienq, Sadiez nearby. Wﬁth patienge and love, I'l show ' . .
sz ey @ toadvertise on the .
o Pet of the Week Page! P

If you're looking for a bonded pair of sweet, fluffy black cats who will
bring warmth and quiet companionship into your life, let's meet!
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ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center
Activities

Rock River Center is
a resource center located
at 810 S. 10th Street,
Oregon. Our activities
and trips are open to all
ages. Call our office @
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access
Application for a license
plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance or
other things. Visit us at
www.rockrivercenter.org
and like us on Facebook.

OUTING OF THE
MONTH

April 10. Frank Llyod
Wright “Laurent House”.
LunchAfterward. Register
by April 7.

Morning Mug Club

April 8 —9:00 — 10:30
a.m.

“Timeless” Singalong

Monday, April 14 -
1:00 — 2:00 pm. Advance

registration requested.

Fall Screening & As-
sessment

April 16. Morning
appointments available
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Taking appointments now.

WOOD CARVERS

Tuesdays—9:00—11:00
a.m.

MEXICAN TRAIN
DOMINOES

Wednesdays - 9:30 -
11:00 a.m.

MICHIGAN RUM-
MY

Wednesdays — 12:30 —
3:15 p.m.

Day trip

LAST DAY TO PUR-
CHASETICKETS: MAY
1, 2025. DAY TRIP TO
SEE “MILLION DOL-
LAR QUARTET” with
Rock River Center. MIL-
LION DOLLAR QUAR-
TET, Presented at Stolp Is-
land Theatre. Wednesday,
June 18, 2025. Four Leg-

ends. One Night. Music
History Made. On Decem-
ber 4, 1956, Elvis Presley,
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee
Lewis and Carl Perkins
had a chance encounter at
Sun Studio in Memphis.
What transpired was one
of the greatest impromp-
tu jam sessions in music
history. The music that
filled the studio that fateful
night delves into the foun-
dation of Blues, Country,
Rock and Rockabilly,
including “Blue Suede
Shoes,” “Walk the Line,”
“Great Balls of Fire,” and
more. LUNCH: On your
own @ Two Brothers
Roundhouse. Trip Cost
(includes RT transpor-
tation and Live Perfor-
mance): $110.00 Members
/ $115.00 Non-Members.
Reservation Information:
Prepaid reservations can
be made at Rock River
Center, 810 S 10th St,

Oregon or by mail. Your
reservation and payment
must be received by the
deadline. Rock River
Center gift certificates
are accepted as payment.
Make your reservations
early as seating is limited
and shows sell out quickly.
Please call the Center at
815-732-3252 or toll free
1-800-541-5479 for more
information

2024-2025 NICOR
GAS“SHARING” PRO-
GRAM

NICOR GAS sharing
program is available to
assist those NICOR cus-
tomers whose gross in-
come falls between 201%
- 300% of the Federal
Poverty Level. For the
Program Year2024-2025,
the 30-day gross income
limit fora 1-person house-
hold is $3,765; 2-person
household $5,110; 3-per-
son household; $6.455,

etc. You can apply for CANCERSUPPORT
the NICOR GAS Shar- GROUP
ing program at the Rock Meets: 4th

River Center. For more
information or to make an
appointmentcall 800-541-
5479 or 815-732-3252.

Wednesday in February,
May, August & Novem-
ber. Time: 2:00 — 3:00
p.m. 24 Hour Advance

ENERGY ASSIS- Registration Required.
TANCE - LIHEAP CAREGIVER SUP-
LIHEAP is designed PORT GROUP

to help income eligible
households pay for energy

Meets: 3rd Tuesday of
the month. Time: 10:00 —

services. Income limits  11:30 a.m.

for 2025 Program Year. DIABETIC SUP-
Family Size - 30-day PORT GROUP

gross income. 1 - $2,510. Meets: Ist
2-$3,407.3-$4,303.For Wednesday of the month.
moredetails, calltheRock  Time: 10:30 a.m. — 12:00
Falls Tri-County officeat  p.m.

800-323-5434 or (815) LOW VISION
625-7830. Call (815)- GROUP

732-2907 for information
/appt. at the Tri-County
Oregon Office, located
inside the Rock River
Center.

SUPPORT GROUPS
@ ROCKRIVER CEN-
TER

Meets: 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of month. Time:
12:00 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.

For more information
on any of our Support
Groups, call Rock River
Center at 815-732-3252
or 1-800-541-5479.

Local agents honored by Weichert Real Estate Affiliates for performance

DEKALB—Weichert,
Realtors® - Signature Pro-
fessionals is proud to an-
nounce thatmultiple agents
from its brokerage were
honored by the national
franchise organization, We-
ichertReal Estate Affiliates,

Inc., for their exceptional
real estate performance in
2024,

The following agents
were recognized for their
salesachievementsin2024,
based on gross commission
income or units closed:

Kimberly Lancaste - Am-
bassador Club; Zachary
Ottum - Executive Club;
John Craig - Executive
Club; Aaron Schwartz -
President’s Club (Gold).
“We are very proud of
all our affiliates and their

agents for everything they
were able to accomplish
this past year,” said Bill
Scavone, president of We-
ichertReal Estate Affiliates,
Inc. “We are extremely
fortunate to have such ded-
icated and knowledgeable

agents who wentabove and
beyondto offerexceptional
service to their clients.”
Weichert, Realtors® -
Signature Profession-

Formore informationabout
Weichert, Realtors® - Sig-
nature Professionals, please
contact Carrie Ottum at
(815) 754-5050 or CAR-

als is an independent- RIE@SIGNATURE-
ly owned and operated REALESTATEPRO.
Weichert® affiliate. COM.

Weekly Brain Busters

ing Crossword
ACROSS 3
1 Mediocre
5 Church seat
8 Greenish blue
12 Tora —,
Afghanistan
13 Noshed
14 PETA con-
cerns
15 Slight criti-
cisms
17 Pear-shaped
fruits
18 Step
19 Hot dish
holder
21 Oodles
24 Log chopper
25 Mandatory
coll. courses
28 Calendar
entry (Abbr.)
30 Zodiac 54 Portnoy's 6 Bordeaux 32 Oft-tattooed
animal creator summer word
33 Chit 55 Coffee 7 Leftonamap 34 "A likely
34 Concepts vessel 8 Tack on story!"
35 Swelled head 56 Barrel part 9 Trembled 38 "Queen of
36 Singer 57 Fine spray 10 Desire Soul" Franklin
DiFranco 58 Sort 11 Celeb's aide 40 Skating figure
37 Proscribes 59 Curry and 16 Buddy 42 Scrap
38 Eve's mate Reinking 20 "Phooey!" 43 [ltalian cheese,
39 Born 22 Zilch for short
41 Entryway DOWN 23 Shell out 44 Sci-fi race
43 Dress desig- 1 Cookouts, 25 Estuary 45 |so-
nation briefly 26 A gazillion 47 Boxer Spinks
46 Ignited again 2 Lummox years 48 Press
50 Shake — 3 Met solo 27 Groups of five 49 Recipe amts.
(hurry) 4 Customs 29 El —, Texas 52 Web address
51 Dropouts 5 Bud 31 Turkish title 53 Squid squirt
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

HOCUS -FOCUS

HENRY BOLTINOFF

PERSONALITY

MAGIC MAZE @ ADJECTIVES
YLI EEBYVSQNKHERB
YWTROVL JGEBYWUR
PCONSCTIENT O U SN
KIGETDBTZXDLTVS
QOSMLSKTIIGEUCAL
YWUUSBEEQSBTFOTI P
NLJHOFMDEUBNRYVR RDC
ERECNIS SUOVRENATP
YDIMITXRHMLES XV
UMLACSNNOQQYPHNMK
JHF EEVITAERTCCB Z

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: EASILY FRIGHTENED

Anxious

Calm
Cheerful
Conscientious

Creative Nervous
Humble Nice
Lively Proud
Modest Rude

Sensitive
Sincere
Stubborn

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
@ e e HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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LOCAL NEWS

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Seed Library

Discover the joy of
gardening with our NEW
seed library! Borrow,
grow and share from a
diverse selection of seeds,
and help cultivate sustain-
ability and biodiversity in
our community...one seed
at a time! Only five seed
packets per patron. March
through October.

Stem Lab: Building
Challenge

Calling all young scien-
tists and engineers! Miss
Kelly will provide the sur-
prise materials and building
challenges. ..and you will
provide the creativity!
Monday, April 21, 1 p.m.
Ages 5-9. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Genealogy Basics:
Military and Veterans’
Records

Learn to use Ancestry
Library Edition to explore
records related to military
service, how to use them
toreconstructan ancestor’s
service experiences and

then place them within a
wider historical context.
We’ll also cover how to re-
quest service records from
the government. Tuesday,
April 22, 6 p.m. Adults.
Registrationrequired: 815-
645-8611.

European Travel:
When in Rome

Whether you’re headed
to Italy for the pasta or a
pilgrimage, Ancient Rome
is a city you can savor. Join
frequent fliers, Joanna and
Wayne, asthey diveintothe
heart of Rome: its unique
neighborhoods, attractions,
art and cuisine. Monday,
April 28, 6 p.m. Adults
only. Registrationrequired:
815-645-8611.

Email for Beginners

So, you have an email
address...nowwhat? Learn
the ins and outs of send-
ing emails, clearing out
your inbox and avoiding
the dreaded SCAMS and
SPAM. Feel free to bring
your handheld device and
follow along or ask ques-

57 I\

THE [loucer
MACHINE 1

5 SIMPLE MAC

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Smarty Pants Balloons visits Julia Hull Library Friday, March 28, to demonstrate how simple machines —

wheel, lever, pulley — function with the use of balloons.

tions after. Tuesday, April
29, 6 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Chalk
Art

Let your toddlers flex
their creative muscle by
making art...with chalk.

Friday,May2,10a.m.Ages
1-4. Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Tween Scene: Cha-
rades

Program. Three words.
Soundslikeagreattime. It’s
Tween Scene: Charades!

Bring your imagination.
Guessing ability and im-
prove skills for this classic
game that’s always a great
time. Tuesday, May 6, 6
p.m. Registration required:
815-645-8611.
Star Wars Day

Have a young Jedi ob-
sessed with a galaxy far far
away? Come celebrate my
the4" with craftsand games
inspired by the epic fran-
chise. Saturday, May 10, 1
p.m.Ages5-9.Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Oregon Park District announces vacancy on Board of Park Commissioners

OREGON —The Ore-
gon Park District Board
of Park Commissioners
will be accepting letters
of interest, application,

112 E Hitt S5t. MT. MORRIS, IL.

and qualifications for
Park Commissioner until
May 1. The application
is available at www.
oregonpark.org.

The Park Board will
be conducting inter-
views and considering
an appointment to fill
a vacant seat after May

13. Letters of interest,
application and quali-
fications should be sent
to the attention of Haley
Mizner, secretary, Board

of Park Commissioners,
PO Box 237, Oregon, IL
61061 or through email
at haley@oregonpark.
org.

€815-734-7346)

WE ALSO BUY GOLD AND SILVER

RATWORXUSA.COM

For more information
about the Oregon Park
District visit www.ore-
gonpark.orgor call (815)
732-3101.

WANTED

536 WE BUY GUNRsss

WE SELL GUNS, KNIVES, AUTOMATIC
KNIVES & AMMO

WE BUY GUNS

RAT WORX

Research and Testing

112 East Hitt St., Mt.

Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com
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101

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF:
WALTER DALE COIL,
Deceased
NO. 2025 PR 12
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of
the death of Walter
Dale Coil of Mt. Morris,
lllinois. Letters of office
were issued on Feb-
ruary 28, 2025 to Wal-
ter Eugene Coil of Mt.

Morris, lllinois, whose
attorney is Douglas P.
Floski, of Floski Law

Office, LLC. at 220 W.
Third Street, P. 0. Box
1007, Byron, lllinois, 61
010-1 007.

CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the
Court at Ogle County
Judicial Center, 106
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, lllinois, 61061, or
with the representative,
or both, within 6 months
from the first publication
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from
the date of mailing or
delivery ofNotice to
creditors, if mailing or
delivery is required by
Section 18-3 of the llli-
nois Probate Act, 1975,
as amended, whichever
date is later. Any claim
not filed within that peri-
od is barred.

Copies of claims filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after the claim has been
filed.

WALTER EUGENE
COIL, Administrator

No. 0326

(March 24, 31 and April
7, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is here-
by given that on March
14, 2025, a certificate
was filed in the Ogle
County Clerk’s Office
setting forth the names
and post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

MSW Hair
104 W Wilson St
Stillman Valley, IL

61084

Dated: March 14, 2025
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 0335

(Mar. 24, 31 and Apr. 7,
2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on March 26,
2025 a certificate was
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting
forth the names and
post office address of
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

Hidden Harvest Acres
15520 E McNeal Rd
Monroe  Center, IL
61052

Dated: March 26, 2025
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 0402
(April 7,
2025)

14 and 21,

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is here-
by given to all persons
in Scott Township and
Marion Township that
a Public Hearing will
be held Thursday, April
24, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
at the Old Ogle County
Courthouse, Third Floor
County Board Room
#317, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to consider
the request filed Jan-
uary 15, 2025 of USS
Stillman Creek Solar,
LLC, 233 S. Wacker Dr.,
Ste. 4400, Chicago, IL
for a Special Use Permit
in the AG-1 Agricultural
District to allow the con-
struction and operation
of a 5SMWac Community
Solar Energy Facility on
the property described
as follows and being
leased by the petitioner:
Part of the G.L. 2 of
Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) Fractional
Section 18 Scott Town-
ship 42 North, Range
1 East of the 3rd P.M.;
and part of the South-
west Quarter (SW1/4)
Fractional Section 36
Marion Township 25N,
R11E of the 4th P.M,,
Ogle County, IL, 26.22
acres, more or less of
the 89.56 acre site
Property Identification

ied

OGLE COUNTY

Number: Part of 11-18-
100-003 and Part of 05-
36-300-006 Common
Location: 7000 block of
N. Stillman Rd.

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County
Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 15th day of
January 2025
#01-25SU

No. 0404

(April 7, 2025)

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE
BYRON BANK, an llli-

nois State Bank,

Plaintiff,

V.

MICHAEL A. HEC-
ATHORN, ANGELA
. HECATHORN, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS,

UNKNOWN TENANTS,
UNKNOWN  SPOUS-
ES, UNKNOWN
HEIRS, and NONRE-
CORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

Case No. 2025FC14
NOTICE TO UN-
KNOWN OWNERS;
UNKNOWN TENANTS;
UNKNOWN  SPOUS-
ES; UNKNOWN HEIRS

AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS FOR
PUBLICATION

The requisite Affidavit
having been duly filed
in my office, NOTICE
is hereby given you,
UNKNOWN OWNERS;
UNKNOWN TENANTS;
UNKNOWN  SPOUS-

ES; UNKNOWN HEIRS
and NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS, Defen-
dants in the above-en-
titled suit, that the said
suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit
Court of Ogle

County, by the said
Plaintiff, against you
and other Defendants,
praying for the foreclo-
sure of a certain mort-
gage concerning the
premises described as
follows, to-wit:
Part of the Southwest
Quarter of the South-
west Quarter of Section
5, Township 23 North,
Range 8 East of the
4th P.M., Ogle County,
lllinois, described as
follows: Beginning at
the Southwest corner of
said Southwest Quar-
ter; thence East on the
South line of said Quar-
ter Section, a distance
of 500 feet; thence
North, parallel with the
West line of said Quar-
ter Section, a distance
of 350 feet; thence
West, parallel with the
South line, to the West
line of said Southwest
Quarter; thence South
on said West line to the
point of beginning.
COMMON ADDRESS:
13980 US 52, Polo, llli-
nois 61064
P.LLN.: 14-05-300-
005
And for other relief; that
Summons was duly
issued out of the said
Court against you as
provided by law, and
that the suit is now
pending.
NOW, THEREFORE,
unless you, the said
above-named Defen-
dants, file your Answer
to the Complaint of
said suit or otherwise
make your appearance
therein, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Ogle County,
Ogle County Court-
house in the City of Or-
egon, lllinois, on or be-
fore the 7th day of May,
2025, default may be
entered in accordance
with the prayer of said
Complaint.
Kimberly A. Stahl, Clerk
of the Circuit Court,
15th  Judicial Circuit,
Ogle County, lllinois
PREPARED BY:
Matthew M. Hevrin
(ARDC #6256083)
mhevrin@aghllaw.com
ALLEN GALLUZZO
HEVRIN LEAKE, LLC
839 N. Perryville Road,

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY

Suite 200

Rockford, lllinois 61107
P: 815-265-6464

No. 0405

(April 7, 14 and 21,
2025)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that Cord Construc-
tion intends to contract
for the following items
and services; specifi-
cations are on file with
BuildingConnected.
com.

Cord Construction in-
vites qualified firms to
submit a proposal pack-
age for a 13,253 SF
Pre-Engineered Metal
Building at Oregon IL
Fire Protection District.
Proposals will be Pub-
licly opened at Oregon
Fire Protection District
Station 1 located at 100
Washington St, Oregon
IL 61061. Cord Con-
struction reserves the
unrestricted right to re-
ject any or all proposals
received, to waive or
not to waive any infor-
mality, or to accept the
bid considered to be in
the best interest of the
Oregon Fire Protection
District and Cord Con-
struction.

Proposal No. 9241 -
Pre-Engineered Metal
Building Package Or-
egon Fire Protection
District.

Bid Opening: Tuesday,
April 22, 2025, at 2:00
p.m. at Oregon Fire
Protection District Sta-
tion 1 located at 100
Washington St, Oregon
IL61061.

BY: Jake Dykstra, Esti-
mator / Project Manager
Steve Howlett, Architect
(Architect of Record)
No. 0406

(April 7, 2025)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This  publication does
not  knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are

cautioned to thoroughly

investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to

e OGLE

thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, —may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

Full-Time & Part-Time
Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted
section of the Classifieds

COUNTY

203

HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. [f it's antique, I'm

Start earning now!

103
AUCTIONS

Real Estate Live Onsite Auction

For Thelma Messer Estate
Saturday April 19, 2025, 11:00 am

LIVE ONSITE AUCTION at: 207 E Center St., Mt. Morris IL 60154

Open house Thursday April 3 from 5:00-7:00 pm
Auctioneer Note: Attention home buyers or investment buyers! Check this nice
two-story home out. Single family or a possible duplex with separate entrance. This
home needs some TLC but could be a beautiful home the woodwork is beautiful.

This home has 3 BR, 2 Full baths, Living room, Dining room, Kitchen, Basement, Two
car detached garage w/two car attached canopy, Garden shed, Nice size lot, Central
air and Gas forced heat, Water softener, Enclosed back porch, Blacktop driveway.

Terms: This home is being sold AS-IS WHERE IS with no contingencies. Buyer must
have all financing arranged prior to closing. Successful buyer will be required to
sign a purchase agreement at the conclusion of the auction. Buyer will be required
to put down $8500.000 cash or cashier’s check at the time of signing the purchase
agreement. Closing will be 30 days or sooner. If buyer is unable to close, they will
forfeit their earnest monies.

Any questions or private showing please contact O.D. Holley at Advanced Auction &
Appraisal at 815-218-0705.

ADV/AANCED

AUCTION AND APPRAISAL

03242025|

COMMERICAL REAL ESTATE
& EQUIPMENT RETIREMENT AUCTION

Saturday, April 26", 2025 at 9:30 A.M.

Sale online & onsite at: O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc.

Ogle County, IL

104 N Maple Ct

Rochelle, IL 61068

1:00 p.m

Commercial Property Real Estate in fabulous
location! MUST SEE!

Extensive Equipment Listing- check it out!

Real Estate Sells at 9:30 a.m. shop & rack items sell
directly after, online & equipment starts at approx.

*Must register in advance for online bidding through
www.Equpmentfacts.com

For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & conditions, etc. visit
www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com OR skauctions.net

For Information Contact:

Auctioneers
Lenny Bryson
Cal Kaufman

Brent Schmidigal 309-202-8378

Owner, O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc.
Equipment Question call Dominic O’Rorke 715-562-8254
815-946-4120
309-696-9019

Attorney, Paul Chadwick 815)562-2156

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
312 E Dixon St Polo, IL 61064
Wednesday, April 30th, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
2-Story House with garage on Corner Lot!

Go to www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com to view

FULL SALE BILL, PHOTOS and terms & conditions.

William R. Samuel Estate
Trish Bolen, Administrator | M. Tom Suits, Attorney

For Information or to view property, contact:
Mark Ebert-Auctioneer 815-440-2183 | Lenny Bryson-Auctioneer 815-946-4120

WILLIAM E.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH-1:00 PM.

202 W. FOURTH ST, LEAF RIVER, IL 61047
Older 2-Story Home & Modern Metal Shop/
Storage Building on (2) Lots. Please Call Hack’s
for Details or a Private Showing.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436

{ { [ Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

www.hacksauction.com
I.A.F.L. #44000128

HAMMOND

oglecountylife.com

ANUCHIONIE ETR
IRECIHOR Y

A&T Auction Services, LLLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
e Pick Up Service Available

“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com

A EAY

Advertise in our,

Deadlines
Wednesday
at 5 p.m.
Call 815-562-4171
.
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Classified

OGLE COUNTY -

interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper -$3
per Bundle. Available Monday-
Thursday 815-562-4171 (9AM-
3PM) Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
advertised herein is hereby informed that
subject to the Federal dwellings advertised are
Fair Housing Act, which available on an equal
makes it illegal to opportunity basis.

advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.

203
HELP WANTED

Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition.
Starting at $425/mo.

Byron School District #226

Open Positions
Special Education Paraprofessional
Head Custodian (High School)
2nd Shift Custodian (Middle School)
Groundskeeper
8th Grade Volleyball Goach
.5 FTE Teacher of English Learners

Apply online at

www.byron226.org

815-734-4348
815-590-2302

OGLE COUNTY

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY -

OGLE COUNTY

511
STORAGE UNITS

s
STORAGE @

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes;
Fx100 0% 10

015 10x20 10’x30’@
e

Recycle

DI S oD o S

4

Got Lots to
Sell?

Your Best
GARAGE SALE

Make sure to ask
ahout our online
classified ads!

Reach Thousands
of Potential Local
Buyers!

with print and
online exposure!

I OcLE CouNTY
'ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER —cos

In Print & Online
815.732.2156

www.oglecountylife.com

203

HELP WANTED

Click on the Menu
button
Go to Employment
Opportunities in
the "About Us"
Section
All openings
~ are listed there

jith additional

_Jnfgrmatlon

START AN EXCITING |
NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

N ROCHELLE Leader

NEwe:

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.

No phone calls please.

[.eader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

03262023

2022190

New, Used,

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

Hefrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rockfo

Scratch & Dent

815-262-3900

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
New |\/||Ifor A

carry a large \
selection of
refurblshed
applianceg
with a
Warranty,

RNLHOUSE

<

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs
change from day to day. Regular advertising
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing
your company when they need your specific

product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you
must remain top-of-mind with your desired
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to
when they need a product or service? You know

the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or
service is advertised several times, it's bound to
pique consumer interest. What do you have to

lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent

7 excellent reasons

Urgently

HIRING? -

FIND |
CANDIDATES

HERE!

NEED A
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would
be glad to lend

a helping hand!

The benefits of purchasing cattle
from a live auction

A live auction can be a great place to source
cattle. If you're on the fence about going to a
cattle auction in your area, here are four good
reasons to attend.

3. You'll be certain of
your investment. If
you purchase cattle from a live auction, the
animals come with health papers. This al-
lows you to rest assured knowing the cattle
you buy are in good health. These papers
aren't required when selling cattle privately.

1. You'll have access to a variety of animals,
You'l be able to view and bid on a large va-
riety of cattle of different breeds and pe-
digrees. If you buy cattle privately, you'll have
to visit numerous farms to see the same kind
of selection.

F S

. You'll he able to network. Attending a cat-
tle auction will give you the opportunity to get
to know other people and organizations in "~

the agricuftural industry. This can be useful [\ Ufex o) i Searo))]
for promoting and expanding your business. Deadlines

Wednesday
at4 p.m.
Call 815-732-2156

2. You'll get good value for your money. At a
cattle auction, you'll be able to negotiate a
fair price for the cattle you want. Conversely,
i you buy cattle from a private farmer, they 1f you'e stil hesitant about attending a live
set the price and often won't consider negotia-  cattle auction, don't be afraid to ask the more
ting. seasoned farmers in your area for their advice.

UZZED DRIVING
IS DRUNK DRIVING

(o s lalx]

NHTSA

advertising strengthens your brand image and
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to
ensuring your message reaches your target
audience. It's much the same as learning a new
skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7.T0 SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising
space in your local newspaper is a great way to
benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising
multiplies your chances of increasing your
revenues.

Place an Ad or
Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!

Q0 06000 0O00OO
T T
Six out 0f 10 Americans rely on a local
newspaper for advertising information about
local businesses.’

*Source: America's Newspapers

Ask us about the best ways
to promote your business
to more local homeowners!

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind...

STAY TOP

OF MIND

With Local
consumers

It's a Smart Investment

Stay Top of Mind and Save
With Our Monthly and
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

OcLE CouNTy
LIFE

RoCK VALLEY SHOPPIR aaeeeee—e———

Advertise With Us

815.561.2125

Here's why consistent
advertising with us is a great
way to build top of mind
awareness:

Nearly

70%
of U.S. adults
read newspapers

each month.

NEWS |

T'S TIME
TO ADVERTISE

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

7outof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
inacircular.

Nows & Even ’_J
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Count
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CATGHOUR
FISH FRY! b2

4-8 pm

during Lent

Fish Fry Buffet
(All You Can Eat) - $20
Every Friday during Lent

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock, Perch,
homemade hush-puppies, shrimp fried rice,
cheesy potatoes, soup and salad bar, vegetables
and more! *Fish will vary each week)

Fish Dinner
$17 Perchl$15 Cod

includes soup &
salad bar

After Lent Fr/day Night Fish Fry Buffet will only
be the 1st Friday of every month!

1469 N. ILRt 2
Oregon IL
815-732-6761
Maxsons.net

Resfarrant & Riverboaf

03032025

VEW

Every Frlday

Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish, Salmon
& Shrimp Dinners

1

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

03032025

@
RS  SAINT PATRICK
@ CATHOLIC CHURCH

ROCHELLE, 1L

2025 Lenten Fish Fry Dinners
St. Patrick Parish Center 236 Kelley Drive
Friday’s Dates

~MARCH 14, 21, 28
APRIL4 11

Fish Dinner
ADULT (11YRS+) $15.5 g
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $14:5

CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $10.5
Includes 2-3 pieces of baked or hand breaded
fried cod and everything on the menu
excluding pizza

Pizza Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $13.50
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $12.50
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $8.50

Includes 2 slices of pizza (1 slice for

children's dinner) and everything on the menu
excluding fish

FAMILY RATE - $50
Parent(s) and children 18-under - DINE IN ONLY

3-UNDER - FREE
50/50 RAFFLE - HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE - CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE

% “ Dinner proceeds support St. Patrick Cursillo Ministry.

A special thank you tour Parishioners for their support of our ministry!

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt. CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

RESTAURANT
& BAR

03032025

EST. 1991
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LOCAL NEWS

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Celebrate National Li- hassomething foreveryone.
brary Week Libraries serve as hubs for

April 6-12, 2025. What
draws people to the library?
Everything! Whetheryou’re
alongtime patronor haven’t
visited in a while, now is
the perfect time to explore
all the library has to offer.
Our library provides free
Wi-Fi, public computer
access, photo printer, copier/
faxing, a library of things,
magazines, newspapers,
DVDs, audiobooks, pass-
port application services,
programming for all ages,
and of course books! Check
out reading material from
the Oregon Public Library
this week and receive a
scratch-off ticket (Oregon
Public Library District
cardholders only) for every
3 readable items checked
out. Prizes for the lucky
winners. Friendly and help-
ful staff strive to ensure
that everyone has access
to resources that educate,
inspire, and connect. First
celebratedin 1958, National
Library Week is a national
observance sponsored by
the American Library As-
sociation and libraries of
all types across the country
each April. The Institute of
Museum and Library Ser-
vices support communities
incountless ways every day.
Students, families, veterans,
businesses, unemployedand
underemployed, disabled,
and seniors utilize library
services. Librarians maxi-
mize a modest investment
of 0.003% from the federal
budget and provide no-fee,
non-partisan services for
all. Still, these services
are being diminished and
some have already been
eliminated. As seedbeds of
education and innovation,
ournation’s 125,000 public,
school, academic, and spe-
cial libraries deserve more,
not less support. Whatever
draws you in, the library

learning, creativity,and con-
nection, helpingpeopleofall
ages explore new ideas and
opportunities. This National
Library Week, take time to
rediscover the library and
see how it draws us togeth-
er as a community and the
many ways libraries bring
peopletogether, spark imag-
ination, and supportlifelong
learning.

Ogle County Mini Food
Center Pantry

Adonationbox forthelo-
cal Ogle County Mini Food
Center Pantry is currently
located in the Library’s
northwest lobby entrance.
A list of acceptable food
items is posted along with
more information about the
food center which s located
at Conover Square.

Preschool Story Time

(18 months — 6 years).
Story Time is back! Stories,
crafts and friends to share
books...all at your Library
onMondays at 10 am! Reg-
istration is required, vis-
itwww.oregonpubliclibrary.
com.orcall(815)732-2724.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, April 9, at
12:30 to discuss Mem-
oirs of a Geisha by Lucy
Fisher. Is This Just Fanta-
sy? Book Club will meet
April 15 at 6 pm at the
Library to discuss Drag-
onfall by L.R. Lam. The
Afternoon Book Clubmeets
Wednesday, April 16, at
1 pm to discuss Remark-
ably Bright Creatures by
Shelby Van Pelt. Books on
Tap Book Club will meet
Thursday, April 24 at 6 pm
atCork & Taptodiscuss The
Last Apothecary by Sarah
Penner. Cocktailsand Crime
willmeetApril27,sostopby
the Library to find out title,
location and time.

Where to Start: De-
clutter Your Home and

Select Varieties ;
24pk | 120z cans |

EASTER
DINNER
FOR 2-4

EASTER
DINNER
ﬁu\ FOR 5-7

EVERY FRIDAY

THROUGH LENT

Best Choice

BONE-IN
HAM

BREADED FRIED
SHRIMP BUCKET
32 count

B

16 count

FAMILY
FISH FRY
DEAL

7 pieces
Atlantic Cod,
Cole Slaw,
& Pub Fries

Finances

Tuesday, April 8,2 pm.
Do you feel overwhelmed
tryingto organizeyourstuff?
Do youhave a filing cabinet
spilling over with financial
paperwork? During this
program, we will explore
reasons forclutterandhow it
makes you feel, understand
what financial documents
need to be kept while dis-
cussing options to discard
sensitive documents, Learn
the benefits of decluttering
and minimizing, and iden-
tify strategies to create a
planto clear your clutter. No
registrationnecessary. Host-
ed by the Illinois Extension
- University of llinois Ur-
bana-Champaign.

The Art of Foraging
with Alexis Nikole Nelson

Thursday, April 10, 7
pm. Celebrate Earth Month
with Black Forager, Alexis
Nikole Nelson. A forager,
outdoor educator, chef, and
influencer based in Ohio,
Nelsonuses herplatformsto
yell,singandcelebrateall the
edible plants hiding in plain
sight. Sheinvitesalltocome
onherforagingjourney with
her via (@alexisnikole (Tik-
Tok) and @blackforager
(Instagram). Through her
search for freely accessible
edibleplants, she peels back
historical layers on African
American and Indigenous
food traditions that have
traditionally been repressed
and empowers those living
in food deserts with greater
self- sufficiency. Nelson
has also cooked up quite a
few awards, receiving the
James Beard Award for
“Best Social Media” 2022,
being chosen as a ‘TikTok
Tastemaker’ for Forbes 30
Under30list,andhonoredas
part of Fortune Magazine’s
Creator 25 in 2021. With 5
million followers joining,
Alexis takes audiences
into the woods and to the
oceans in search of edible

Halos

CLEMENTINES
31b bag

399

plants and tasty recipes to
enrich their palates and the
planet. As Alexis would
say, happy snacking, don’t
die! Nelson will be joined
in conversation by Natalie
Evans, a wild edible foods
instructor based in Chicago.
ILP is committed to inclu-
sion and accessibility. Reg-
istration link: https://bit.ly/
ILP_AlexisNikoleNelson

Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, April 15 at
1:30pmor5:30 pm(Choose
your time slot). Ombre Vas-
es.Aprilshowers bringMay
flowers, so youneed vases!.
This is an adult only class,
18 and up. Registration
required, please call (815)
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Lego Club

Monday, April 21 at 1
pm (2nd grade & up) (No
School). Get together and
spend some recreational
time building! There will be
a limited number of vintage
kit instructions available,
so if you make it, you can
take it! (First come, first
serve) The club is designed
to provide an enjoyable
activity (FUN) that stimu-
lates and develops spatial
intelligence. Registration is
required.

Ink with A Friend

Monthly Card Club

Monday, April 21 at
6:00pm. Sending personal
cards to your friends and
family is a way to let them
know you care and are
thinking about them. All
designs include beautiful
colored cardstock, gor-
geous designer series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.
Whether you’re a new card
maker or a seasoned pro,
our kits are suited to every
skill level. Don’t wait!
Sign up today to reserve

your spot. Oregon Patrons

Pleasecall(815)732-2724or

only. Registration required  visithttp://www.oregonpub-

(815) 732-2724 or www. liclibrary.com.

oregonpubliclibrary.com Khnit & Crochet
Passport Fair Mondays at 1:00pm.

Saturday, April 26 from
10 am -2pm at the Library.
The Oregon Public Library
is hosting a special passport
event at the Oregon Pub-
lic Library, 300 Jefferson
Street, Oregon IL, on Sat-
urday, April 26, 2025 from
10am to 2pm to provide
passport information to
U.S. citizens and to accept
passport applications.

U.S. citizens must pres-
ent a valid passport book

This group meets every
Monday at 1 pm and is open
to anyone. From beginner
to expert, all skill level are
welcome to join.  Bring
any hand craft and work on
it while socializing. Need
help getting started with your
knitting project, stop in on
a Monday. Registration is
requested, visit http:/www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or
call (815)732-2724.
Photo Printer at the

whenenteringorre-entering  library!
the United States by air. The library has a photo
U.S. citizens entering the  printer capable of printing 4

United States from Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean and
Bermuda at land borders
and sea ports of entry must
present a passport book,
passportcard, orothertravel
documents approved by the
U.S. government. Informa-
tion on the cost and how to
apply for a U.S. passport
is available at travel.state.

X 6, 5x7, 8x10, and 8.5 x 11
from computer, USB drive
or SD card. It will not print
directly from a phone. Call
for more info.

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your garden?
Have extra seeds? Donate
them to the community seed
library. Seeds are FREE for

gov or contact the Oregon  anyone.
Public Library at 1-815- Oregon Writers Group
732-2724. U.S. citizens Meets the 2nd Tuesday of

may also obtain passport
information by phone, in
English and Spanish, by
callingthe National Passport

the month at 10:00am The
OWG is a gathering of
writers or writer-wannabes
who meet to support each

Information Centertoll-free  other and further their own
at 1-877-487-2778. writing. The purpose of the
Functional Fitness group is to help and encour-
Wednesdays at 9:30am.  age you in your writing, If

Inthisclass, weuse exercises
based onwhole-body move-
ments to restore posture,

you need brainstorming
ideas, we can help suggest
ideas or aid with the creative

improve body mechanics,  process.

build strength and endur- OPLD Dial-A-Story &
ance, and fine-tune balanc-  Oregon Public Library
ing skills. We start with a  StoryWalk@Oregon Park
slow warm-up followed by ~ West

coreexercises—thenexplore
how to utilize these tools
based on real situations in
daily life. Bring your yoga
mat! Alllevels are welcome.

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story- The Curious Why
by Angela DiTerlizzi. At

- OREGON PATRONS the StoryWalk is The Story
ONLY - Registration re- of the Easter Bunny by
quired, thisclassfillsquickly. ~ Katherine Tegen.

2 DAY
BOGO

SPIRAL SLICED

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS
RIBEYE
ROAST

14.99:

wM‘

Wonderful”

\
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MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

OUTSTANDING
LOCALLY MADE
MEAT MASTER
BONELESS

= Kentucky Legend
">  WHOLE
“Emmg» BONELESS
~ HALF
SMOKED [

HAM

Frick’s Premium
\ BUTT

* PORTION
BONE-IN
SMOKED
HAM

KENTUCKY LEGEND
WHOLE OR HALF HAM

Kentucky
Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS
SMOKED
HAM

ONE PIECE COD
SANDWICH

1 piece Atlantic
Cod, Bakery Bun

& Cole Slaw

g TWO PIECE
COD MEAL
Y % A 2 pieces Atlantic
; ™\ Cod, Cole Slaw,

& Potato Salad

CATFISH
4 NUGGET
i BUCKET

. 5.99

ONE PIECE
COD MEAL
1 piece Atlantic
Cod, Cole Slaw,
& Potato Salad

BOGO N BoGC
\— >

SALE

APRIL 10™ & 11™

US Gov't Insp

CENTER CUT
BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

Family Pack

BOGO

BUY 1LB
KRETSCHMAR
OFF THE BONE

TURKEY
GET A 12 PACK

BAKERY KAISER
ROLLS FREE

STRAWBERRIES

MIRACLE
WHIP

Wishbone or Western
SALAD
DRESSING

Select Varieties

ORIGINAL
CRUST PIZZA

Select Varieties
10.54 - 11.05 oz

Fiora

PAPER TOWELS DURIFIED

Select Varieties WATER
6-12 ct

ScélndQR

LLlV;AJ:E o e
to view
entire ad

Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including: 101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815.734.6868 | OPEN 6:30A TO 8P 7 DAYS A WEEK

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all sto
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.




