
BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY – The Amboy 
City Council has been just 
as busy the last two months 
in the cold as it will be 
during the summer hot 
months. 

During the meeting on 
March 17 at the Amboy 
Community Building, 
there were a lot of conver-
sations and interest on top-
ics which could improve 
the city, its buildings, and 
resident options.

“We want to do some 
ceiling work at the Com-
munity Building, probably 
replace it and the sound 
system in the future,” Am-
boy Mayor Frank Stenzel 
said. “The Maintenance 
Department took care of 

a few sewer issues, and 
we’ll look to once again do 
the summer treatment we 
did last year at our sewer 
pond. The new airline we 
installed has helped the 
aeration as the monthly 
chemicals helped control 

the solid waste. 
“We agreed to a bid of 

$65,159.50 for a culvert at 
the intersection of Provost 
Street and East Avenue. 
We will share the cost and 
the work with Lee County. 
We have to replace the 

existing culvert because 
the bottom is out. We 
have to dig it out to fix it. 
The culvert helps with the 
creek because it gets a lot 
of water.”

The council discussed 
hiring Jeff Bryant Sr., 
former Amboy Fire Pro-
tection District Chief, to 
help the City of Amboy 
write grants.

Since Amboy has a 
grant writer, Bryant Sr. will 
assist in a coordinator po-
sition for law enforcement, 
museum, generator for 
the Community Building, 
park, and downtown revi-
talization projects. 

“I never thought I’d be 
writing grants or coordi-
nating them as long as I 
have,” Bryant Sr. said. 

“When I first started, I 
thought it was going to 
be a two- or three-year 
thing. Since 2000, I helped 
bring in about $22 million 
for the Amboy Protection 
District. 

“Working with the city 
and trying to help bring in 
some money for the com-
munity is a good project. 
It will keep me busy. I 
still work at Dinges Fire 
Company and I did three 
grant writing workshops 
last week (last week in 
March) in Iowa, Huntley, 
and Rockford. I’m going to 
Minnesota, Colorado, and 
Florida this summer to do 
more grant workshops for 
Dinges.”
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March, February City of Amboy meetings 
look into future growth, improvements

Du QUOIN –  Gabby 
Barrett will take the stage 
at the Du Quoin State Fair 
Grandstand to close out 
the 2025 Fair on Monday, 
Sept. 1. 

Barrett’s debut single “I 
Hope” ruled the Billboard 
Hot Country Songs chart for 
a record-breaking 27 weeks, 
making her the youngest 
artist with a No. 1 debut on 
country radio in over two 
decades.

“If you haven’t had the 
chance to yet, now is the 
time to see Gabby Barrett 
perform,” said Director of 
the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture Jerry Costello 
II. “We’re lucky to bring 
such an unstoppable force 
in country music to the Du 
Quoin State Fair Grandstand 
stage.”

Surpassing three billion 
global career streams, Bar-
rett has stacked major acco-
lades like Billboard Women 
in Music 2022’s Rising Star 
Award, 2021 CMT Artists of 
the Year, and the iHeartRa-
dio Titanium Award.

Beginning the next chap-
ter after a record-setting 
career launch and the start 
of her family, her current 
single “Glory Days” soaks 
up a moment of simple 
perfection that mirrors her 
real life.

“We couldn’t be more 
excited to have Gabby Bar-
rett perform in Du Quoin,” 
said Du Quoin State Fair 
Manager Luke Davison. 
“Our Grandstand lineup 
features something for ev-
eryone - from music to car 
and harness racing. We’re 
ready for the best 11 days 
of summer.”

Gabby Barrett
is coming to
the State Fair

BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY – Lifelong 
firefighter Duane Dickison 
halfway reached one of his 
career goals in September 
2024 when he was named 
interim fire chief of the Am-
boy Fire Protection District.

Not knowing if he’d be 
able to be a full-time chief 
with other endeavors, pas-
sions, and spending winters 
in Florida, Dickison had 
conversations with the fire 
board, and they eventually 
came to a decision at the No-
vember 11 board meeting.

Dickison is the newest 
Amboy Fire Protection 
District fire chief.

Career goal reached.
“The board and myself 

worked out a schedule that 
works for both of us. I would 
normally be in Florida for 
most of the summer. I still 
spend time there; it’s just a 
shorter time. It’s working 
quite well,” said Dickison. 
“It made me proud and I 
appreciate the confidence 
the fire board has in me to 
name me the fire chief.

“In just about five months 
as the chief, I’ve learned 
there is a large learning 
curve. We’re getting there. 
I’m working out the kinks. 
We’ve had some setbacks 
due to machines breaking, 
but other than that, it’s going 
pretty well.”

Dickison has been with 
the Amboy Fire Protection 
District for 17 years. He 
has been a firefighter for 
35 years in total as he was 
in Rock Falls for 15 years 
and was a chemical plant 

firefighter for five years.
So far, there hasn’t been 

any overly pressing matters 
and he is adapting, picking 
up tips on the job.

“We took over Harmon, 
which is all new for us and 
is the only real big change,” 
Dickison said. “The ex-
pansion has added to the 
learning curve. But we’re 
pretty much running the 
way we were before Chief 
Bryant Sr. retired.”

When Dickison was 
promoted, so were Jason 
Ramos to assistant chief and 
Nathan Shaw as administra-
tive assistant.

Scott Wittenauer re-
mains an assistant chief, 
while Ken Hartman and 
Shaw are Dickison’s two 
captains. 

Along with fire and EMT 
duties, Dickison is focused 
on recruiting. 

The Amboy district has 
approximately 35 members 
while there are none in 
Harmon. With the addi-
tion of Harmon, Amboy 

partners with the Sublette 
Fire Department in part 
of Auto Aid, and it covers 
ambulance zones in West 
Brooklyn and Ohio.

“It’s not just in Amboy, 
numbers are down for fire-
fighters and EMTs nation-
wide. We have three EMTS 
in class now in Freeport,” 
Dickson said. “We would 
love to have more because 
we’re short staffed. Even 
if you don’t want to enter a 
burning building, there are 
other jobs such as pumping, 
cleanup, and many others. 
Any public help is greatly 
appreciated.

“Amboy will pay for all 
of your training whether 
you’re going to class for 
basic or advanced firefight-
ing, EMT or both. If you 
go full-time somewhere, 
you’d have those classes 
completed because a lot of 
stations want you to have 
the certifications. It would 
help you out if you’re trying 
to get a full-time job some-
where else.”

Duane Dickison took over as 
Amboy Fire Chief in November

JENNIFER BAMBERG
Investigate Midwest

SPRINGFIELD — 
When Steve Stierwalt 
studied agriculture at the 
University of Illinois in the 
1970s, soil health wasn’t 
commonly taught or dis-
cussed. Faculty often told 
their young farming stu-
dents to put all their faith 
in commercial fertilizers. 

But over his 40 years as 
a corn and soybean farmer 
in Champaign County, 
Stierwalt said soil erosion, 
which can cause fertilizer 
and manure runoff to 
end up in nearby rivers 
and streams, has become 
an increasingly serious 
problem. 

“When we plowed, 
we plowed pretty much 
everything,” except for a 
row near the fence line, 
Stierwalt said. “The grass 
near the fence row kept 

getting taller, it seemed to 
me. I came to understand 
that it wasn’t the fence row 
getting taller, it was the 
soil in the fields that was 
getting shorter.”

In the early 2010s, 
Stierwalt started experi-
menting with cover crops, 
which can help hold soil 
in place and reduce runoff 
pollution.

“This valuable resource 
that we take for granted, 
we were letting it get 
away,” Stierwalt said. “We 
have some of the best soil 
in the world here, and we 
have to protect it.” 

Six years ago, Illinois 
became the second state 
in the nation to offer subsi-
dies to farmers for planting 
cover crops in the fall, an 
effort to reverse its status 
as one of the worst states 
for agriculture runoff. 

Soybeans planted in cereal rye cover crop. Planting 
cover crops can reduce soil erosion, break up com-
pacted soil, provide a habitat for beneficial insects and 
wildlife, and prevent latent fertilizer from leaching 
into rivers and streams. 
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Jones of Illinois Extension

Illinois governor moves to slash
cover crop funds despite demand

See Crops page A10

Chicago Fire actor David 
Eigenberg stopped by Sublette
Actor David Eigenberg, center, known as Lieutenant/
Captain Christopher Hermann on NBC’s hit show 
Chicago Fire visited the Sublette Fire Department 
on Sunday, Feb. 9. Eigenberg, who also played a role 
on HBO’s Sex and the City, met Sublette Assistant 
Fire Chief Nick Dinges during a flashover training at 
the University of Illinois. The two stayed in contact 
over the years and when Dinges reached out to see 
if Eigenberg would be interested in stopping into 
the Sublette and Dixon Rural fire stations to help 
motivate young fire fighters, he didn’t hesitate to say 
yes. “It was pretty cool to have Dave come here. I 
gave a heads up to our instructors and they were just 
as amped up. He’s a recognizable figure and people 
wanted to see him. Firefighter’s wives and children 
came to meet him.” After dinner, Eigenberg gave 
a speech to the young cadets about being humble 
servant leaders and the importance of volunteering 
in a small town. 
				    Photo contributed  
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Amboy High School Report
Janet Crownhart, Principal

Pankhurst Memorial 
Library 

April programs
AMBOY – There are plenty of events hap-

pening at the Pankhurst Memorial Library in 
Amboy during the month of April. 

Book Club – 
5-6 p.m. April 3, 21

Diamond Painting –
4-6 p.m. April 14, 28

Crochet Club –
5:15-6:15 p.m. April 16, 30

Mommy & Me – 
10-10:45 a.m. every Tuesday
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PROFESSIONAL AUTO BODY SERVICES  
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Shop: 815-849-9090 
Cell: 815-739-8121

sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com
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WITH OVER  
40 YEARS OF 
COMBINED 
EXPERIENCE 
WE ARE THE 
BEST PART 
OF A BAD 
SITUATION!

No 
Job 
Too 
Small!

Services Offered:
• Custom Woodwork

• Painting
• Ceiling Fan & Lighting  

   Installation
• Drywall Repair

• Door Installation & Repair
• TV & Picture Mounting

• Home Repair
• Cabinet Repair &  

   Installation
• Some Plumbing

• Furniture Assembly
• Floor Repair & Installation

(815) 780-7884
hunterhandymanservicesllc.com

@hunterhandymanservicesllc
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Spring  
into Color!

(Any 3) 10” Hanging
Basket Combos

$78 Normally  
$28.99 ea.

Redeem physical  
or digital coupon  
in-person at time  
of purchase.

$128
(Any 3) 12” Hanging
Basket Combos

Normally  
$45.99 ea.

Our New Hours:
(April 22nd through June)

Monday–Saturday 
8 a.m to 6 p.m.

Sunday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1206 Dixon Ave.  
Rock Falls

Pick Your Savings

Champagne Toast 
Flower Combo

See our website: www.elzarapemendota.com

1206 13th Ave., Mendota |  (815) 539-5985

Sunday, April 20
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

$17.00 per person  
Children age 10 and under $10.00 

Easter Sunday Brunch!Easter Sunday Brunch!
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Open 7 Days A Week
Sunday 10:30am-9:00pm

Monday-Wednesdsay 11:00am-9:00pm
Thursday 4:00pm-9:00pm

Friday and Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm

Reservations Reservations 
RecommendedRecommended

On our early-out days, Amboy High School stu-
dents engage in activities focusing on community, 
college, and career readiness. 

This year, on Monday, May 5, the AHS faculty 
and staff are organizing a city-wide Community 
Service Day.

If you have projects that need assistance—
whether at a business, home, or public area—our 
students would love to help. 

Please contact  AHS Principal Janet Crown-
hart in the high school office to be added to the 
list for student volunteers. Another option to reach 
Crownhart is to call 815-857-3632

Thank you for supporting our students as they 
give back to the community.

DIXON – The Regional Office of Education #47 
and Sauk Valley Community College are hosting the 
Health Science Pathway Endorsement Symposium from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, April 4 at SVCC. 

This event will inspire high school students pursu-
ing healthcare careers and celebrate pathway student 
achievements.

Illinois faces a critical shortage of healthcare pro-
fessionals, particularly in rural areas, impacting access 
to essential services. Many counties in northwestern 
Illinois are designated as Health Professional Shortage 
Areas in primary care, dental care, and mental health, 
according to HRSA. 

The demand for nurses, emergency responders, 
dental providers, home health aides, and long-term 
care professionals continues to grow, with workforce 

gaps straining rural healthcare systems (National Rural 
Health Association).
To address these shortages, ROE 47, SVCC, and 

local healthcare providers are working together to build 
a strong pipeline for future healthcare professionals 
through pathway endorsement programs. These pro-
grams provide students with early exposure, hands-on 
experience, college credit, and foundational skills needed 
for careers in healthcare.

Student attendees will gain insights from professionals 
in nursing, emergency response, radiology, sonography, 
home health, respiratory, and physical therapy. They 
will also engage in hands-on labs in SVCC’s state-of-
the-art healthcare facilities, explore careers through 
interactive breakout sessions and a college fair, network 
with local healthcare professionals and fellow students, 

celebrate students who have earned healthcare-related 
endorsements. 

This event is made possible through the generous 
support of CGH Medical Center, OSF St. Katharine 
Medical Center, and SVCC. 

The collaborative efforts of numerous school 
districts, including Dixon USD #170, Rock Falls 
THSD #301, Morrison CUSD #6, River Bend CUSD 
#2, Amboy CUSD #272, Sterling CUSD #5, Ashton 
Franklin Center CUSD #275,   Forrestville Valley 
#221, Byron CUSD #226, Rochelle CUSD #231, 
Oregon CUSD #220, Polo CUSD #222, Newman 
Central Catholic High School and Eastland CUSD 
#308 underscore the shared commitment to address-
ing the provider shortage and building stronger, 
healthier communities. 

Health Science Pathway Endorsement Symposium at Sauk Valley CC

DIXON – The Dixon Arts Coalition is bringing 
a new mural opportunity to artists to showcase their 
work and assist in providing a vibrant arts and culture 
scene in Dixon. 

The location is the Water Department building on 
East River Street.

Submission is due by August 31, 2025 and selections 
will be made and artists will be notified by October 
31, 2025.

The time to complete the mural will be from June 
1 to August 31, 2026 and the proposed reveal is Labor 
Day, September 7, 2026.

The payment plan is 50 percent of the budget will 
be provided within 15 days of the contract signing. 
The remaining 50 percent will be provided with the 
completion of the mural.

The Dixon Arts Coalition is facilitated by Discover 
Dixon and is made up of members who represent dif-
ferent art organizations in the community. 

The coalition meets every two months, aiming to 
generate projects and promote efforts to enhance the 
arts and culture community in Dixon, utilizing the arts 
and culture funds in the city budget.

For more details go to, https://www.discoverdixon.
com/arts-coalition, or call 815-284-3361.

Dixon Arts Coalition announces 2026 mural opportunity

    Thank you,
I want to thank everyone 
who attended my 90th 
Birthday Party and the 
ones that remembered me 
who weren’t able to attend. 
You all are a “Blessing” to 
me and I want to say God 
Bless you! 
                       Love,  
                      Janice White

DIXON – State Rep-
resentative Bradley Fritts 
(R-Dixon) will be hosting 
a prescription drug drop-
off event from 9-11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 12 at the 
parking lot of the Sauk 
Valley Area Chamber of 
Commerce, located at 211 
Locust Street in Sterling. 

“In partnership with the 
Sterling Police Depart-
ment and Sauk Valley Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
join us for a prescription 
drop-off drive to make our 
community safer.” said 
Rep. Fritts. “I encourage 
all constituents to attend 
and utilize this opportunity 

to safely discard unwanted 
or expired medications.”

Participants should re-
main in their vehicles and 
follow the marked lanes 
when entering and exiting 
the parking lot for safety 
reasons. 

Accepted medications 
include tablets, capsules, 
patches, vaping devices 
and cartridges (lithium 
batteries removed), and 
pet medications. Restrict-
ed items include liquids, 
syringes, and needles. 

For more informa-
tion about Representative 
Fritts, visit  RepFritts.
com.

Rep. Fritts hosts 
Rx drop-off drive

It’s
spring
time,
baby

DIXON – Applications continue to 
be accepted for the DCCMS Ambas-
sador Scholarship. 

Scholarships in the amount of $1,000, 
are available to Dixon residents who at-
tend DHS, Newman HS, Faith Christian, 
or are homeschooled.

The DCCMS Ambassador Scholarship 
can be applied to an accredited trades pro-
gram, or 2 or 4-year College/University 
attendance for Fall 2025. 

Scholarships will be awarded on the 
basis of financial need, essay response, 
school and community involvement, 
personal recommendations, and academic 
achievement. Sauk Scholars are not eligi-
ble. All scholarship funds must be applied 
to tuition, room/board fees, or textbooks/
media for classes. Payment will be made 

in two installments during the recipient’s 
freshman year at college/university. 

The deadline for submission is Friday, 
May 9, 2025.

Click on “Scholarship” at the top of 
the Discover Dixon website for more 
information and to apply today.

Please direct any questions to Amber 
Schmidt at 815-284-3361 or amber.
schmidt@dixonnow.com. All scholar-
ships awarded, scholarship applications, 
and the Dixon Chamber of Commerce 
& Main Street Scholarship Program, are 
subject to further review by the Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce & Main Street 
at any time. Scholarships are non-renew-
able. Failure to complete your course 
requirements may result in forfeiture of 
any unpaid scholarship funds.

Applications sought for 
DCCMS Ambassador Scholarship

Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial
Seniors get a discountSeniors get a discount

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •
815-503-9273815-503-9273

04022025

Driveways start @ $25.00 Driveways start @ $25.00 
Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00

$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning
$100.00 off Tree Removal$100.00 off Tree Removal
$50.00 off Tree Trimming$50.00 off Tree Trimming

TONY’S TREE SERVICE
Save Big Money with Tony’s Tree Service

• Snow Removal• Snow Removal
• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal• Tree Removal

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding
• Gutter Cleaning• Gutter Cleaning

TONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICE
Best 

Prices in 

Town
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AMBOY – You are invited to join fellow senior 
citizens for a free exercise program at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 960 US Highway 52, Amboy. Sessions are held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Chairs are provided for 
an approximate 30-minute workout. For more information, 
call Chris at 815-857-3963.

MAY TOWNSHIP – Tentative budget and appropriation 
ordinance for the May Township Road District for the fiscal 
year beginning April 1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2026 
will be on file and conveniently available to public inspection 
at the clerk’s residence, Lisa Bickett, by appointment from 
3-6 p.m. Sunday, April 6.  

AMBOY – The City of Amboy committee meeting 
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, April 7 at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd. The meetings take place the 
first Monday of every month.

AMBOY – The Amboy Lions Club meeting will be at 
6 p.m. Monday, April 7 at the Amboy Community Center, 
located at 280 W. Wasson Rd. The Lions Club meetings 
take place the second and fourth Monday of every month.

AMBOY – The Board of Trustees of The Amboy 
Township will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 26 
for the annual town meeting and the regular monthly 
township meeting at the Amboy Township Building, 
located at 106 South Prospect St. in Amboy.

SUBLETTE – The annual town meeting for the 
residents of Sublette will take place at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8 at the Sublette Township Building. 

EAST GROVE – East Grove Township is holding 
its next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 at the East 
Grove Township Hall.

LEE CENTER – The Lee Center Township annual 
budget hearing and audit meeting, as well as the annual 
town meeting, will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 at 
the Lee Center Township Building, located at 2202 Shaw 
Road in Amboy. Final actions on budget and ordinances 
will be taken at the public hearing.

MAY TOWNSHIP – The annual May Township 
town meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 
at the township maintenance building for the transaction 
of the miscellaneous business of the township, and after 
a moderator has been elected, will proceed to hear and 
consider reports of officers, and decide on such measures 
as may, in pursuance of law, come before the meeting. 
The monthly meeting for April will follow the annual 
meeting.

PAW PAW – The regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Village of Paw Paw will commence at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9 at the Paw Paw Village Hall.

EAST GROVE – Tentative budgets and appropriation 
ordinances for the East Grove Township, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2026 will 
be on file and conveniently available for public inspection 
at the East Grove Twp. Building. There will be a hearing 
on the budgets and appropriation ordinances at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 9 at the East Grove Twp. Building. The final 
action on these ordinances will be taken at the public hearing.  

SUBLETTE – The next Village of Sublette meeting is 
at 7 p.m. Monday, April 14 at the Ellice Dinges Center at 
202 S. West Street in Sublette.

AMBOY – The Amboy City Council will meet at 
6 p.m. on Monday, April 21 at the Amboy Community 
Center, 290 W. Wasson Road. The council meets every 
third Monday each month.

PAW PAW – The annual end of the year meeting 
for the Village of Paw Paw will take place at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23 at the Paw Paw Village Hall.

LOCAL NEWS
TEEN TURF COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854

Brandon LaChance, Editor
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703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342
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FOR SALE
Whole Beef Steak Burger

Lean, Grass Fed, and Antibiotic Free.  
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed.  

If you don’t love it, return it.

Can deliver on 50 pound 
orders in Amboy, LaMoille 

& Mendota Areas.
 

$7.00 per pound
20 lbs. or more 

$6.50 per pound
50 lbs. or more 

$6.25 per pound

Butchered Beef Also Available in Quarters or Halves.

Text or Leave a Message for RJ at  
815-703-4553

04022025 02
12

20
25

$39,900 
211 S Appleton Ave, Amboy, IL 61310
This listing offers 4 adjacent lots located within 
walking distance to downtown. A perfect opportunity 
to build that dream home! Property is being sold 
“As Is”

Just  
Lis

ted!

Mary Lovgren
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

See a preschool family, staff or board member for your tickets.
 Limited number of tickets available at the door.

$15 
One Chop Meal 

April 17th, 2025 - 5pm until 7pm

Clipper Kiddies Christian Preschool
Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser

Amboy 
Community 

Building
              Drive-Thru 

Only 

All meals 
include 
Seasoned 
Pork Chop(s), 
a roll, BBQ 
beans and 
pasta salad

$20 
Two Chop Mealor

Featuring Ralfie’s Award Winning BBQ & Caterer

Bake Sale Hosted by Clipper Kiddies

03
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815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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N

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• Auto 
• Home 
• Farm

• Crop
• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
have the right policy for you!

01
17

20
22

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

• Business 
• Vacation Home

FAILURE TO APPEAR
Alexander J. Cooter, 18, of Amboy, turned himself 

in at the Amboy Police Department as he was wanted 
on a Lee County warrant for failure to appear in court 
for charges of domestic battery and violation of order 
or protection. Cooter was taken to the Lee County Jail. 

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our 

endeavor to help the community; Thank you Donna Well-
man for homemade cookies; Eileen & Irene Ramsdell 
for the homemade cupcakes, and sandwich supplies; 
Martha Henley for homemade cookies; Amboy Food 
& Liquor for supplies and food. 

  
 Upcoming Events:

Friday April 11, Fish Fry
Sunday May 4, Draw Down

Homework Club
We have applications ready in the Teen Turf hallway 

and at each of the schools. You can drop the applica-
tions off into our mailbox in the hall, to us in person, 
or into the school office. If you have a 3rd grader or 
above, they may be able to attend. They will ride the 
bus, have a hot meal, a fun place to play, and of course 
complete homework. 

 
Volunteers

We welcome all volunteers for our after-school 
program, which runs normally Monday through Thurs-
day from 3:15 to 5 p.m. Volunteers help serve lunch, 
supervise kids, and help with various homework tasks. 
If interested, please call us at 815-857-4800. You can 
volunteer whatever time you have. We even have volun-
teers come in the morning to help with other prep tasks. 

Donations
We always feel so thankful and blessed for what our 

community does for us. Please bring donations inside 
the building during the day while we are here. If you 
have a large donation, drop off, please do not leave it 
outdoors. We would like you to call Teen Turf to set 
up a time to drop it off, as we do not want items to go 
unseen and to sit out in the elements. Thank you for 
thinking of us and we appreciate your support!! 

Final Note: 
“Each day provides its own gifts.”

DIXON – After many 
years, the Adult Prom is 
making its grand return to 
the Post House Ballroom 
from 6-11 p.m. Saturday, 
May 10 in Dixon. 

This special event will 
bring the community 
together for an unforget-
table evening of food, 
dancing, and nostalgia—
all while supporting a 
great cause.

Guests can look for-
ward to a night filled 
with delicious appetizers, 
dancing to timeless hits, 
a grand march, a silent 
auction featuring various 
items, and the crowning 
of a new Prom King & 
Queen. 

Voting for Prom King 
and Queen will be mon-
etary, with all proceeds 

directly benefiting the 
Lee County Council on 
Aging. Funds raised will 
help support essential 
programs and services for 
local seniors.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the com-
munity to come together, 
have fun, and support our 
seniors,” Executive Di-
rector at the Lee County 
Council on Aging, Suise 
Welch, said. “We are 
thrilled to bring back this 
beloved event and look 
forward to a fantastic 
evening.”

Tickets and event de-
tails will be available soon. 
For more information, 
please contact the Lee 
County Council on Aging 
at 815-288-9236 or visit 
the Facebook page.

Adult Prom returns May 10 to Dixon

GRANVILLE – The 
Putnam County Public 
Library District plans 
to host a Movie Matinee 
screening of the docu-
mentary “Rachel Car-
son” at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8 at the Granville 
branch, located at 214 S. 
McCoy St. in Granville. 

The film is 1 hour, 
54 minutes and is rated 
PG. It is made possible 

through public perfor-
mance rights by Kanopy. 

Following the con-
clusion of the film, 
an ambassador with 
SciStarter, an online 
database for Citizen Sci-
ence projects, will share 
related information and 
resources.  

For more informa-
tion, please call the Li-
brary at 815-339-2038. 

Movie Matinee showing 
“Rachel Carson” at PC Library
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ROCKFORD – The 
Better Business Bureau 
(BBB) is urging families 
to start the New Year with 
resolutions to combat 
scams. 

“Con artists are try-
ing to steal your hard-
earned money, but there 
are many ways you can 
thwart their success,” 
says Dennis Horton, 
Senior Director BBB 
Rockford Regional Of-

fice. “Now is the time to 
develop an action plan to 
make fraudsters fail. Sit 
down with your family 
and friends and go over 
these proactive steps to 
identify scams and avoid 
financial disaster.” 

The loss of money, 
personal information, 
and perseverance of 
scammers continue with 
online purchase scams 
as the riskiest of scams. 

BBB recommends 
adding a few precau-
tionary steps to the New 
Year’s resolution list 
and the weight loss and 
financial goals to help 
make the upcoming days 
and months fraud-free. 

I resolve to be cautious 
with email. Be wary of 
unsolicited emails from a 
person or a company. Re-
member, scammers can 
make emails look like 

they are from a legitimate 
business, government 
agency, or reputable or-
ganization (even BBB!). 
Never click on links or 
open attachments in un-
solicited emails. 

I  resolve never to 
send money to strang-
ers. If you haven’t met 
a person face-to-face, 
don’t send them money. 
This is especially true 
if the person asks you 
to transfer funds using 
a pre-paid debit card or 
CashApp. Money sent 
to strangers in this way 
is untraceable, and once 
it is sent, there’s no get-
ting it back. Scammers 
will try to trick you into 
panicking – so before 
making a move, think the 
situation through. Don’t 
fall for it!

LOCAL/STATE NEWS

The Following Community Businesses Sponsor Area Church News:
First National Bank 

in Amboy
Member F.D.I.C.

815- 857-3625

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691 

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

The Amboy News
815-539-9396

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesdays-Friday Daily Mass at 8 a.m.

Confessions: Wednesday 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday 3-3:45 p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
8:30 a.m.- noon on Fridays after 8 a.m. mass

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday – 5:30 p.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52

Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. - 

Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road 04022026

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
April 7-April 11 

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Baked chix breast, mashed potatoes/gravy, 
steamed peas, applesauce, whole grain dinner roll
Tuesday – Meatloaf, brown gravy, California blended veggies, 
cheesy potatoes, diced pears, whole grain wheat bread
Wednesday – Baked pork chop, mashed potatoes/gravy, 
green beans, whole grain dinner roll, cherry crisp
Thursday – Italian sausage on whole grain hot dog bun, 
Italian blended veggies, seasoned potato wedges, apricots
Friday – (A) Fish patty w/tartar on whole grain wheat bun, 
hash browns, peas, diced peaches; (B) Turkey/minestrone

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the Illinois 
Sustainable Technology 
Center (ISTC) have an-
nounced the completion 
of a new report, Illinois 
Materials Management 
and Recycling Oppor-
tunities. Following the 
Materials Management 
Advisory Committee’s 
(MMAC) report to the 
General Assembly in 
2021, the Illinois EPA 
commissioned the ISTC 
at the University of Illi-
nois to conduct a 2-year 
study of large volume 
recyclables that would 
provide information re-
garding recycling and di-
version efforts in Illinois 
as well as barriers and 
opportunities for further 
diversion.

The list of materials 
covered in this study 
includes organics, tex-
tiles, plastics, metal, 
and glass. The report 
discusses generation 
of the materials, their 
impacts on landfills and 
recycling, the existing 
infrastructure and end 
markets for each, and 
more information about 
the  mater ia ls .  ISTC 
supplemented materials 
management research 
with written and verbal 
stakeholder engagement 

in several stages of the 
project, which included 
listening sessions for 
each material category.

“Illinois EPA appre-
ciates all who partici-
pated in the MMAC’s 
efforts and in the out-
reach conducted by the 
ISTC as part of their 
study,” said Illinois EPA 
Acting Director James 
Jennings.  “We believe 
this report provides addi-
tional information to fur-
ther the on-going work 
being done to expand 
recycling in Illinois.”

The report findings can 
be utilized to understand 
more about the recycling 
industry, existing policy, 
goals, and funding op-
portunities in Illinois and 
other states. A statewide 
recycling needs assess-
ment will begin this year 
to help further the infor-
mation gained through 
the MMAC’s report to 
the General Assembly 
and this Illinois Mate-
rials Management and 
Recycling Opportunities 
report.

T h e  r e p o r t  c a n 
b e  d o w n l o a d e d 
from https://www.ideals.
illinois.edu/  or  https://
epa.illinois.gov/topics/
waste-management/ma-
terials-management/ma-
terials-management-ad-
visory-committee.html.

Illinois EPA, Illinois 
Sustainable Technology  Center 
release new recycling report DIXON – State Senator Li Arellano, Jr 

(R-Dixon) has released the below statement 
following the Illinois Department of Justice’s 
announcement of investigations into the Mabley 
Developmental Center.

“I am aware of the DOJ’s investigations into 
the Mabley Developmental Center, as well as 
other centers across our state,” Arellano said. 
“I have also had the recent opportunity to hear 
concerns from involved family members and 
citizens, and those conversations will continue.

“My hope is that through the federal inves-

tigation, issues will be brought to light and 
real solutions will be put in place to benefit 
both the staff and the resident population. As 
we move through budget negotiation season at 
the statehouse, I will continue to advocate for 
funding to support our developmentally disabled 
community. 

“The residents at Mabley, their families, and 
caretakers deserve the best when it comes to 
caring for our state’s most vulnerable residents. I 
will be monitoring this situation closely as I ad-
vocate for positive change for this community.”

Senator Arellano, Jr. releases statement on investigation into Mabley

CHICAGO –  Join the Illinois 
Department of Children and Family 
Services, Prevent Child Abuse Illi-
nois, Hospital Sisters Health System, 
the Poshard Foundation for Abused 
Children, elected officials, child 
welfare stakeholders and more for 
a month-long observance to share 
child abuse and neglect prevention 
awareness messages and promote 
prevention efforts during Child 
Abuse Prevention Month in April. 

This year’s theme,  Powered by 
Hope, Strengthened by Prevention, 
is a call to action to commit to a 
future where every child grows up 
safe, loved and full of hope.

“This year’s theme goes hand-in-
hand with our department’s vision: 
for every child and youth to grow 

and thrive in a family,” said Illinois 
DCFS Director Heidi E. Muel-
ler. “We know that when parents are 
supported, their families are stronger 
and safer – and we also know that 
children do better when they are able 
to remain at home safely. In 2024 
we served 4,034 families through 
our family preservation programs, 
enabling them to stay together. 

“DCFS also connected parents 
to counseling, substance abuse 
recovery, mental health, Fami-
ly Advocacy Centers and other 
services so 5,374 children could 
return home. By working together 
with our community partners and 
connecting families to the services 
and programs that meet their unique 
needs DCFS continues to strengthen 

and support families.”
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois 

Executive Director Tarra Winters is 
also excited about this year’s theme. 

“This year’s theme, Powered by 
Hope, Strengthened by Prevention, 
emphasizes the importance of pre-
vention efforts that support families, 
strengthen communities and ensure 
every child has the opportunity 
to reach their full potential,” said 
Winters. “By investing in preven-
tion, we not only protect children, 
but also provide families with the 
strength and resilience to overcome 
challenges. When families thrive, 
communities thrive.  It is through 
prevention that we can ensure a 
bright future for generations to 
come.”

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

BBB’s 2025 resolutions to empower, fight scams
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AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324 

Holly Bruington - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

815-849-5476

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

PRINTING SERVICES

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-539-9396 today!

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324 

Holly Bruington - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-539-9396 today!

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry 
Millwork • Staircases  

& Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797
PRINTING SERVICES

815-539-9396

PLUMBING & HEATING

Heating • Air Conditioning 
• Plumbing • Appliances 
• Electrical • Fireplaces 
• Water Softeners • Bath 
Remodels

AMBOY – Believe it or not, the third 
quarter of the 2024-25 school year has 
already come and gone. 

Tons of Amboy Junior High School 
students in fifth through eighth grade 
made the most of the quarter and were 
rewarded by making the Honor Roll.

Here is who made highest honors, high 
honors, and honors.

Eighth grade 
Highest honors: Mallory Bodmer, 

Owen Dallam, Isabelle Klein, Ade-
lynn Kreiser, Scarlett Payne, Charlie 
Schoenholz, Norah Shearer, Cooper 
Welch, Hannah Whitman, Jaron Wit-
tenauer, Parker Zimmerly.

High honors: Mackenzie Alletto, 
Jacie Blaine, Addison Bump, Sophya 
Fonderoli, Mason Morris, Camryn Noble, 
Sydney Noble, Kinsley Pogue, Anthony 
Sus, Parker Williams.

Honors: Erika Decker, Leah Dempsey, 
Ian Hassler, Joivvee Hirsch, Brynleigh 
Payne, Natalie Skryzpa, Shawn Thomp-
son.

Seventh grade
Highest honors: Leah Bonnell, Ma-

son Heath, Amelia Kant, Teagan Moore, 
Blake Mumm, Amelia Nichols, Mason 
Payne, Caiddie Phelps, Madison Phillips, 
Kylee Zellhofer.

High honors: Payton Angermeier, 
Cooper Fox, Vanessa Gross, Tinley 
Helms, Jaxon Hudson, Rylen Koch, Abel 
Mumm, Maxwell Patterson, Thomas 
Payne, Nolan Scully, Kylie Vaupel, 
Alexis White, Kendyll Whitney, Bailey 
Wittenauer.

Honors: Bricen Davis, Annabelle Lef-
felman, Eli Lewis, Liam McBride, Jack 
McCoy, Hunter Roberts, Alivia Schultz, 
Jacob Wittenauer, Zoey Zambrano.

Sixth grade
Highest honors: Leah Bodmer, 

Gunner Christoffersen, Kensley Helm, 
Greyson Henkel, Kaiya Kaleel, Al-
ice Klein, Levi McLaughlin, Taylyr 
McNinch, Emersyn Miller, Makayla 
Phillips, Gillian Schneider, Cozette 
Schoenholz, Grace Zambrano.

High honors: Mackenna Alletto, Ali 
Althaus, Michael Dallam, Lilly Dolan, 
Averie Fallor, Brison Fenwick, Emerson 
Gross, Julius Jones, Noah Lopez, Jamison 
Meyer, Emily Meyers, Reagan Miller, 
Eyan O’Malley, Zoie Petersen, Casey 
Stampler, Myla Zambrano, Clayton 
Zimmerman.

Honors: Blake Atkinson, Ethan Farst-
er, Cam Florschuetz, Silas Grennan, Kyz-
in Gries, Thomas Keene, Chandler Reber.

Fifth grade
Highest honors: August Boyle, Everly 

Boyle, Mila Burke, Annelise Considine, 
Charlotte Cook, Eli Kaleel, Paisley Kant, 
Emersyn Moore, Summer Nantz, Rudra 
Patel, Taiden Payne, Jackson Scully, Ruth 
Shearer, Roman Spinelli.

High honors: Ariyah Bellows, 
Evelyn Buckley, Evalyn Bump, Abel 
Camire, Liam Carter, Kainan Con-
sidine, Jace Davis, JioVanny Fonder-
oli, Ellie Henkel, Savannah Hufford, 
Aubreyanne Kimball, Timothy Marsh, 
Brysen Moore, Griffin Ohlendorf, 
Abigail Parker, Evelyn Payne, Mandi 
Ritter, DeShawn Robinson, Brooklyn 
Rutherford, Audree Schaefer, Owen 
Schaeffer, Harper Shoemaker, Ava 
Unzueta, Everett Walter, Aurora Wil-
hite, Emery Williams, Jace Williams, 
Catherine Wittenauer.

Honors: Tuc Bergfeld, Jazlynn Cam-
piran, Caitlyn Hummel, Adisyn Latta, 
Oliver Machen, Kaylee Williams. 

Amboy Junior High School announces third quarter Honor Roll students

“I’m just doing something I love to do, help people 
and the community.”

Alderman Bill Bontz and Stenzel met with the 
offices of United States Congressman Darin LaHood 
(R-Peoria) and Illinois State Representative Li Arellano 
Jr. (R-Dixon) concerning which way to go with grants 
and getting a few ideas. 

Stenzel said the city has been close to receiving fed-
eral grants but haven’t been awarded any. He said the 
politicians gave them some good information as the city 
needs to beef up its application. LaHood and Arellano 
Jr. gave ideas on how to do so. 

Along with grant writing and coordinating and his 
responsibilities with Dinges Fire Company, Bryant Sr. 
is hoping to push change in the process of how board 
of directors are formed within a fire district.

“I’m trying to work on elections. All the townships, 
library boards, school boards vote for officers,” said 
Bryant Sr., who retired from the Amboy district in Sep-
tember 2024. The fire boards are one of the few taxing 
bodies where a majority of them are not elected. In 
Illinois, if you’re a fire protection district, you’re either 
a three-man appoint board or a five-man elected board. 

“I’m trying to push legislation where fire boards 
should be elected just like school boards, library boards, 
and village boards. That way, if you lived in the city 
and municipality, you’d have a say on the direction of 
the fire protection district.”

Spring Cleanup, which was successful a year ago, 
returns for three days next month, April 23-26 as dump-
sters will be provided to help take care of extra trash.

Surf Internet, fiber-optic internet, started its instal-
lation process and estimate three-months before its 
finished. 

“Surf Internet’s Jennifer Alvarez spoke with us in 
February. They wanted to bring their fiber internet into 
town and make it available to all Amboy residents. It 
would give all of our consumers another choice. We 
didn’t vote on anything since it was just an informa-
tional conversation in February, but the council gave 
Surf its blessing.

“We met with them after the February meeting to 
discuss the contract, and we decided to move forward. 
I think it’s going to be a good thing for us.”

Also at the March meeting, Alderman Greg Noble 
thanked Dave Stenzel, the mayor’s brother, for his 
43-years of service with the Amboy Park Board as he 
is retiring.

February meeting
The meeting held February 17 also featured many 

idealistic ways for Amboy to move forward.
Jerry Beck, of Chana, who is the Pine Rock 

Township Supervisor spoke to the council about 
Illinois Funds, a program ran by the Illinois State 
Treasurer, Michael W. Frerichs, which could bring 

in daily interest revenue.
“We have our money invested, but this would be 

another way to invest the city money safely while 
earning interest,” Stenzel said. “We didn’t do any-
thing with this either except listen. We’re looking 
into it. We may put some of the city money into it 
and see how it fits in with our investments.”

Cindy Phillips, who runs the summer music pro-
gram downtown, asked if anyone would like to help 
her during the summer shows.

P h i l l i p s  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e -
one to help make sure things run well and 
step in if she needs has other engagements. 
Prairie State Tractor took two, year-old lawn mowers 
from the City of Amboy and replaced them with two 
brand new mowers for $3,500.

“It’s a no-brainer. It’s a good program. They can 
sell the used ones and we get brand new mowers,” 
Stenzel said. “We’ve been part of this program for 
the last couple of years. The mowers take care of 
all of our parks and land we need to take care of.”

The Motor Fuel Tax spending for 2025 was 
approved. Park Lane, the S. East Ave. Alley, the 
Amboy Fire Department Alley, and Southeast Ave. 
by the bandstand will be resurfaced with a hot mix 
(trucks) for an estimated $93,897.61.

The fire department is going to share the cost 
with the city.

City continued from page A1

When your child or grandchild make the Honor Roll, 
what kind of reward do they receive, or no reward?
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By Brandon 
LaChance

Column

Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Something to say?

Phone 815-539-9396         
Website www.amboynews.com

Editor
Brandon LaChance

blachance@mendotareporter.com

Legals/Circulation/Printing
Jennifer Griffith

jgriffith@mendotareporter.com

Account Executive
Brent Hatch

bhatch@mendotareporter.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342, or emailed to blachance@
mendotareporter.com.

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year   	 manual pay   $59.00

            auto pay       $50.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $69.00                                    
auto pay      $60.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY
100 years ago
April 3, 1925

The house on one of the John 
M. Egan’s farms occupied by B.F. 
McConaughey, located about a 
mile and a quarter northeast of 
Amboy, was totally destroyed by 
fire with a loss of approximately 
$10,000.

75 years ago
April 6, 1950

Amboy’s Volunteer Firemen 
were called to the E.C. Lane home 
on West Main Street in Amboy 
when the chimney burned out 
and sparks set fire to the roof, 
burning a hole through the roof. 
Fire dropped into the attic and did 
a great deal of damage.

Amboy Central School was 
represented by Delores Noble 
and Delmar Kentner in the IESA 
Literary, Music and Art contest 
held in Peru. Noble won in her 
colored chalk landscaping and 
Kentner finished second in Ora-
tions with his speech, “Listen, 
America, Listen.” 

Sgt. Cecil H. Simon, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Simon of 
Amboy, is now serving as radio 
operator in the U.S. Air Force in 
Greenland.

50 years ago
April 3, 1975

Keith Davison, although just 
over two-years old, has been in four 
hospitals, undergone surgery five 
times, and will have to undergo more 
surgery before he is five. His par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Davison, 
brought him home for Children’s 
Health Center, Minneapolis, Minn. 
He had been a patient there for a 
month and submitted to two stages of 
corrective surgery for a birth defect, 
exstrophy of the urinary bladder. 

As part of Gov. Dan Walker’s 
Accelerated Building Program, the 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency offered $10,500 to Amboy 
to do basic planning for upgrading 
the community’s existing sewage 
treatment plant. Also as part of the 
program, Paw Paw was offered 
$4,200 for basic planning for up-
grading its sewage plant.

Banquet frozen meals of chicken, 
turkey, Salisbury steak, meat loaf, 
and chicken dumplings are 49 cents 
each at Super Valu. Also, Hills Bros 
2-pound can of coffee for $1.69, and 
family size Downy fabric softener 
for $1.99.

25 years ago
March 29, 2000

Amboy’s Don Wyzgowski has 
been inducted into the Illinois 
High School Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame. Wyzgowski is be-
ing inducted for his long career 
as a high school football coach. 
He started coaching in Amboy in 
1874 before finishing off his ca-
reer in 1991. At Amboy, he posted 
an 111-69 record, qualified for the 
state tournament six times (1979, 
1980, 1984-987), made it to the 
championship game in 1979 and 
1980, and won an IHSA Class 2A 
State Championship in 1984 with 
an undefeated 13-0 mark.

Dixon attorney Linda Giesen 
handily won the Democratic nom-
ination for Lee County State’s 
Attorney by nearly a 2-to-1 
margin over political newcomer 
John Jones. The official results 
showed Giesen garnered 1,197 
votes to Jones’ 634 votes.

Derek Schlesinger, son of 
Gale and Jeanne Schlesinger 
formerly of Sublette, ended his 
senior season at Linn-Mar H.S. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa at the team’s 
award banquet. Schlesinger was 
named the team’s MVP as he led 
the conference with 20.9 points 
per game. He was chosen as an 
honorable mention for the Iowa 
Class 4A All-State Team.

Some people will remember scraping, digging, and 
clawing for all the coins they could possibly find in 
their couch, car seats, pockets of a jacket they haven’t 
worn in a few months, a season, or at the bottom of their 
wallets, purses, and backpacks.

Then you’d ask your friends to chip in.
Not for groceries, not for rent, not for 

gas, not to pay a bill, but…to watch a 
boxing match.

Before PPV, Joe Frazier and Mu-
hammad Ali (especially “The Fight of 
the Century” on March 8, 1971, and the 
“Thrilla in Manila” on October 1, 1975) 
were must-sees. 

I’m disappointed I didn’t come around 
until 1985, but very thankful I’ve been 
able to watch all the classic fight replays 
on ESPN and YouTube.

The list of awesome fights in the 70s, 
80s, 90s, and 2000s is long, very long.

From “Marvelous” Marvin Hagler vs. 
Thomas “Hitman” Hearns on April 15, 
1985, to Diego Corrales vs. Jose Luis 
Castillo on May 7, 2005, which I donated plasma for 
two months while a freshman at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity to purchase, to “Sugar” Ray Leonard vs. Roberto 
“Hands of Stone” Duran, to Leonard vs. Hearns, to Arturo 
Gatti vs. Mickey Ward, which I saved money from my 
newspaper route and begged my mother to let me have 
the TV for a few hours on May 18, 2002, to countless 
fights involving Mike Tyson and Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Actually, in the pay-per-view era of boxing, the Top 
10 bought matches include either Tyson or “Money” 
Mayweather.

Manny Pacquiao vs. Mayweather on May 2, 2015, 
which I watched at the Gopher Hole (formerly Dillys, 
but now R.I.P.) with a bunch of friends was the most 
purchased with 4.6 million buys. Mayweather vs. UFC 
star Connor McGregor recorded 4.3 million buys on 

August 26, 2017, which I stood shoulder 
to shoulder, backs to chests at Mr. Salsas 
in Oglesby to view. 

Mayweather vs. Oscar De La Hoya on 
May 5, 2007 (more plasma donating while 
in college) brought in a third-place 2.44 
million. Mayweather and Canelo Alvarez 
(10 friends and I chipped in for) are fourth 
at 2.2 million views on September 14, 2013.

Then Mike Tyson vs. Evander Holyfield 
II (June 28, 1997), Tyson vs. Lewis (2002), 
Tyson vs. Roy Jones Jr. (2020), Tyson vs. 
Holyfield I (1996), and Tyson vs. Peter 
McNeely are five-nine, before Mayweather 
and Miguel Cotto take 10th on the list for 
their May 5, 2012 fight.

I put all of these in this column to show 
two things.

First, boxing “back in the day” drew because it was 
actually boxing, and you knew it was going to be a 
great fight. There was no doubt you were either going 
to say a dramatic knockout or a warrior vs. warrior fight 
to the finish.

Now, we buy the pay-per-views or stream hoping we 
will get the same electrifying punch power of Tyson or 
the crafty footwork of Mayweather but are left wanting 
after dropping more and more jellybeans for each fight.

To be honest, you can’t even call most of them fights 
anymore. They’re publicity stunts to bring in money. And 

we buy hoping Jake Paul vs. Tyson or Mayweather vs. 
McGregor (not even a boxer) are going to be classics.

And they turn out to be duds in terms of a worthy 
contest and more of a tribute, thank you for your previous 
time in the boxing ring, and thank you customers for 
being customers and helping us pay the boxers millions.

This brings me to my second point, all of the great 
ones, have left us.

The passing of George Foreman, famous for “The 
Rumble in the Jungle” against Ali and winning the 
heavyweight title for the second time at the age of 45 
against Michael Moorer on November 5, 1994, hit home 
and made me think of all of my boxing memories.

At one time, my top sports list went basketball, box-
ing, football, baseball. My big three included boxing 
because of the former greats and the current greats in 
the 1990s and 2000s.

Foreman, who passed away Friday, March 21 was 
definitely one of them.

He now joins Ali, Frazier, Leon Spinks, Hagler, Trevor 
Berbick, Corrales, Vernon Forrest, Tommy Morrison 
and Ken Norton, on the list of boxing champions (1970s 
until now) who are no longer with us.

Although he hadn’t been in the ring since the 1990s 
and at 76, he wasn’t in the public eye anymore, he still 
carried the nostalgic presence of a golden era of boxing.

While Foreman rests in peace, hopefully this isn’t the 
next step of boxing (the sport, not the spectacle) falling 
further into isolation as a has-been sport or resting in 
peace itself.

Remembering when boxing was great; R.I.P. George Foreman
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ENTERTAINMENT

1. TELEVISION: In the sitcom "Mod-
ern Family," Gloria is from which coun-
try?

2. LITERATURE: Which author wrote 
"The Kite Thief" and "A Thousand 
Splendid Suns"?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the deepest 
lake in the world?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which first 
lady's nickname was Lady Bird?

5. ASTRONOMY: How many stars 
make up the Big Dipper?

6. MOVIES: Which famous Holly-
wood couple played lead roles in the 
film version of "Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf"?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of skunks called?

8. GEOMETRY: How many sides does 
a decagon have?

9. ART: Which American artist focused 
on women and children in her paintings?

10. ANATOMY: What substance gives 
skin its color?

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Colombia
2. Khaled Hosseini
3. Lake Baikal, Russia
4. Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson, wife 

of President Lyndon Johnson
5. Seven
6. Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor
7. A surfeit
8. 10
9. Mary Cassatt
10. Melanin

Posting DateMarch 31, 2025

OLIVE By Emi Burdge
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 

credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 

soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 LT Diesel, 
82K Miles, Gray.......................................$29,900 

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 111K 
Miles ........................................................$20,900 

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L, 
95K Miles, Maroon.......................................$29,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L V8, 76K 
Miles, Maroon.............................................$28,900

2024 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L, 
29K Miles, White...........................$54,900 

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 
Trailboss, 39K Miles, Gray..................$45,900 

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K 
Miles, White........................................$39,900 

2022 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 59K 
Miles, Blue..........................................$22,900  

2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, Red 
Line Edition,  72K Miles, Silver.......$29,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4, 53K 
Miles, White....................................$31,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 Trailboss, 39K Miles, 
Gray, GM Certified, 1-owner, local trade, with bedliner, 

heated seats, & More!

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71

$45,900

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

Mendota CCSD 289 is looking for 
a Transportation Paraprofessional 
for Northbrook school.
    
Hours: 9:00am-10:30am and  
12:20pm-2:15pm.
Starting wage: $17.25 an hour.
Qualifications: High School Diploma  
or equivalent, experience or training  
in the care of childhood preferred.
    
Any interested individuals  
please contact  
Paula Daley at 815-539-6237

02262025

Recycle

Place an Ad:
Amboy News
815-539-9396

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Subscribe:
Amboy News
815-539-9396

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs 
change from day to day. Regular advertising 
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing 
your company when they need your specific 
product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are 
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they 
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you 
must remain top-of-mind with your desired 
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often 
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to 
when they need a product or service? You know 
the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or 
service is advertised several times, it’s bound to 
pique consumer interest. What do you have to 
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent 

advertising strengthens your brand image and 
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to 
ensuring your message reaches your target 
audience. It’s much the same as learning a new 
skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7. TO SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising 
space in your local newspaper is a great way to 
benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising 
multiplies your chances of increasing your 
revenues.

excellent reasons
to advertise regularly7

* Source: America’s Newspapers

Six out of 10 Americans rely on a local 
newspaper for advertising information about 

local businesses.*

Ask us about the best ways 
to promote your business 

to more local homeowners!

St. Jude patient 
Sebastian with 
his brother

Honor a friend . . .
Remember a loved one.
Honor the accomplishments of a friend or 
remember a loved one by making a donation in 
their name to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
the premier pediatric cancer research center.

Give the gift of life to children around the world.

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Memorials and Honors
P.O. Box 1000, Dept. 142
Memphis, TN 38148-0142
1-800-873-6983

www.stjude.org/tribute

3x5_PSA_generic_V2_BW.pdf   6/26/2008   8:31:22 AM
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Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy 

815-857-2525
Sublette Farmers Elevator

100 W. Main St. • Sublette 
815-849-5222

Leff elman & Associates
Sublette – LaMoille -  Amboy 

815-857-2125

KSB Center for Health Services
305 E. Joe Drive • Amboy

815-857-3044
Dr. Davis Family Health Clinic

1212 Currency Ct. • Rochelle  
815-561-8500

1201 Meriden St. • Mendota 
815-538-1800

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and 
Funeral Home

1121 N. Galena • Dixon
815-284-3322

Chapelhilldixon.com
  

The Amboy News
703 Illinois Ave.  •  Mendota

815-539-9396

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St. • Mendota

815-878-3185

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL

815-535-6295 
Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net
Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc.

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette
(815) 849-5476

www.woodhavenlakes.com

Thrifty on Main 
202 E. Main St. • Amboy
Follow us on Facebook!

Gerdes Towing
U.S. Route 52 • Amboy

815-857-3722
815-499-4601

Amboy Veterinary Clinic
315 S. Mason Ave. • Amboy

815-857-2215

ATTORNEY
Ehrmann, Gehlbach, Badger & 
Considine, LLC
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon
815-288-4949 • www.egbclaw.com

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc.
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette
 815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy
815-857-2632
Family owned and operated by 
Joe and Jen Dewey
Orzech Auto Truck & Tow 
301 N. Richmond • Sublette
815-343-8047 

Sublette Mechanical, Inc.
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette 
815-849-5223 
Vaessen Implement Repair 
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367
815-849-9010

Sublette Farmers Elevator
100 W. Main St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

The First National Bank in Amboy
220 E. Main Street • Amboy 
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com
Member FDIC
First State Bank
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn
815-628-3121
Firststatebank.biz
Member FDIC

The Main Flower Shop
232 E. Main St. • Amboy
815-857-3545

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
303 E. Main Street • Amboy
815-857-2611
www.thejonesfh.com

Shell Express Lane
342 N. Mason • Amboy
Sublette BP Gas
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

Shady Oaks Country Club
577 US Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-5424 • shadyoakscc.com

Amboy Food and Liquor
242 E. Main Street • Amboy
815-857-7020

INSURANCE
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

FLORAL/GIFTS

FUNERAL HOME

GOLF COURSE

HARDWARE/LUMBER

MEDICAL CLINIC

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING

PET GROOMING

REAL ESTATE

GROCERY STORE

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

Davis Family 
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court, 
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

We Fix Boo Boos

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

for updates and see our list of services!
FACEBOOK

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty 
Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside 
Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

Compton • 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette • 815-849-5171

THRIFT STORE

TOWING

VETERINARIAN

577 US Route 52, Sublette
815-849-5424
shadyoakscc.com

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette

(815) 849-5476
www.woodhavenlakes.com
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LOCAL/STATE NEWS

“Come Settle With Us”

SALLY CORRIGAN
Broker

If you are thinking of buying 
or selling, give her a call!!!
(815) 830-8101

Serving Amboy, Rock Falls, Sterling, Dixon, Walnut, Oregon, Sublette, 
Ashton, Rochelle, Paw Paw and ALL surrounding areas.  

Over 25 years experience.

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net

Fax:815-857-7073
jori@rivercountryproperties.net

Jori McRae, 
AHWD
Designated 

Managing Broker

Residential/Commercial 
Land/Farm/Industrial

WOODHAVEN LAKES REALTY, INC.
P.O. Box 110, Sublette, IL 61367

(815) 849-5476
www.woodhavenlakes.com

Mary Lovgren - Broker
815-994-1449

marylovgren@gmail.com

My DREAM Job is Helping You find Your 
DREAM home!

Business: 815 539-3811
Cell: 815 228-2752

Home: 815 538-6610GLORIA COGDAL
Designated Managing Broker

“Come Settle With Us”

04022025

Lori Erbes GRI, 
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-535-6295
lorierbes@gmail.com
www.Erbes-Realty.com

1922 Tower Road, Sublette, IL 61367

Over 30 years experience

Who’s
Who

in 
Realty

Demand for the Fall Cover for Spring Savings 
program — which offers a $5 per acre discount on 
the following year’s crop insurance premiums — has 
outpaced state funding every year since. 

However, despite the program’s popularity and calls 
from environmentalists and farmers for its funding to 
increase, Gov. JB Pritzker has proposed a 31% funding 
cut.

Pritzker, a Democrat, recently proposed an overall 
$2 billion increase to next year’s state budget. But he 
also recommended cuts to several programs, including 
reducing the cover crop insurance credit budget from 
$960,000 to $660,000. 

Pritzker’s office did not comment but the governor 
referenced program cuts in a recent address.

“I have made difficult decisions — including to 
programs I have championed, which is hard for me,” 
Pritzker said during his State of the State and budget 
address in February. 

Two state lawmakers introduced bills this legislative 
session to increase the program’s annual funding to $6.1 
million. They say it’s crucial to support the practice, 
which will benefit communities in Illinois and beyond.

The bills did not clear a recent committee deadline. 
However, lawmakers can still negotiate funding for the 
program as they continue to work to pass a budget by 
the end of May.

Illinois is one of the leading states for farm fertilizer 
runoff and one of the top contributors to the Gulf of 
Mexico’s dead zone, a barren area of around 4,500 
square miles of coastal waters deadly to fish, shrimp 
and other marine life. It costs the region’s fishing and 
tourism industry millions annually.  

Runoff from Illinois farms has only worsened, ac-
cording to a 2023 state study. From 2017-21, average 
nitrate-nitrogen loads increased by 4.8%, and total 
phosphorus loads increased by 35%, compared to the 
1980-1996 baseline. 

Nutrient levels were highest between 2016 and 
2020 before declining slightly. The improvement was 
attributed to regulatory permits on wastewater treatment 
plants, which also pollute waterways. 

However, nitrate levels remain well above the state’s 
reduction goals. 

Less than 6% of Illinois farmland uses cover crops
The soil in Illinois is famously fertile and much of 

the land is flat. The soil isn’t highly erodible like soil 
on a slope or a hill might be. But when fields are left 
bare after harvest, the soil can easily blow away in the 
wind or wash away in storms, depositing fertilizers and 
chemicals into waterways. 

Cover crops, which include winter wheat, crimson 
clover, cereal rye, oats or radish, are planted after harvest 
and before winter. The crops can reduce soil erosion, 
break up compacted soil, provide a habitat for beneficial 
insects and wildlife, and prevent latent fertilizer from 
leaching into rivers and streams. 

Since the Fall Cover for Spring Savings program be-
gan in 2019, the Illinois Department of Agriculture has 
received more applications than the program can fund. 

This year, the program sold out in two hours.
Under current funding levels, only 200,000 acres are 

available, which advocates say is too small.
“At the rate conservation is being invested in right 

now for agriculture, it would take 200 years to hit the 
goals under the Nutrient Reduction Strategy. And that’s 
assuming … there would be new adopters,” said Eliot 
Clay, executive director of the statewide Association of 
Soil and Water Conservation District. 

The Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) is a 
statewide, multi-agency effort to reduce the amount of 
nutrients in Illinois waterways and the Gulf of Mexico. 
The policy working group’s latest report, produced in 
2023, found that to meet just half of its goals of reducing 
runoff, nearly all of Illinois’ corn and soybean farmers 
would need to adopt cover crops. 

“It doesn’t mean the state won’t meet the goal,” a 
spokesperson for the NLRS team at University of Illinois 
Extension said in an emailed statement to Investigate 
Midwest. “There is quite a bit of variability of riverine 
nutrient loads at watershed scales for nitrogen and 
phosphorus.” 

However, the spokesperson added that more research, 
data acquisition, and planning are needed at watershed 
scales. 

Out of the state’s 26.3 million acres of farmland, an 
estimated 3% to 6% grew cover crops in 2022, according 
to USDA data.

Kristopher Reynolds, Midwest director for American 
Farmland Trust and a fifth-generation farmer in Nokomis, 
said Illinois needs to see cover crop adoption of at least 
15% and more state and federal incentives are needed. 

The Gulf Hypoxia Task Force, a federally funded 
program through the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, has provided additional funding to supplement 
the cover crop program. However, the Trump adminis-
tration’s freeze of some federal grants might put those 
funds at risk. 

Earlier this year, the Illinois Department of Agricul-
ture was awarded a $25 million grant from the EPA to 
support conservation practices for the next three years. 

“We don’t know the status (of the grant),” said Jerry 
Costello II, director of the Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture, while speaking to the House Appropriations 
Committee on March 12. “Last that we’ve heard, things 
looked good. But that’s been a while.”

“We’ve got two and a half months left in this process 
in Illinois, right?” added Costello, citing the time the 
state has to finalize its 2026 budget, which begins in July 
2025. “Two and a half months plus or minus. So surely 
we’ll have some guidance … we certainly hope so.”

Because of the sheer scale of the agriculture industry, 
government regulations requiring conservation practices 
can be difficult to carry out, said Clay, the executive 
director of the Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Farmland covers 75% of the entire state of Illinois, 
and even if all farmers employed precision sensors to 
track runoff points, it would cost billions, Clay said. 

There would also need to be an army of workers 
to track and enforce regulations. 

However, “industry self-regulating usually doesn’t 
work, and it hasn’t worked in ag, because that’s basi-
cally what they’ve been doing for the most part,” Clay 
said. What’s needed, he added, is more public-private 
partnerships. 

Stierwalt, the farmer in Champaign County, helped 
develop STAR, or Saving Tomorrow’s Agricultural 
Resources, which gives farmers a five-star score based 
on their conservation practices.

The state adopted the framework in 2023 to support 
the state’s nutrient loss reduction goals. 

Stierwalt said the goal is to get companies to pur-
chase agricultural commodities based on the rating 
system.

If the public and industries that rely on agricultural 
goods for ethanol or food products want sustainably 
raised crops, then the farmers will grow them, he said. 

Cover crop barriers include both cost and culture
Cover crops have long-term benefits but can be 

expensive and require extra work. Crop yields may 
even decrease during the first few years. 

Cover crops cost roughly $35 to $40 an acre, and 
farmers don’t make a direct profit from it. The crops 
are planted in the fall and aren’t harvested. Instead, as 
the plants die and decompose, they provide nutrients 
back into the soil for the new commodity crop. Some 
farmers terminate the crops with chemical herbicides.

But the $5 an acre from the Fall Cover for Spring 
Savings program acts as an incentive for doing the 
right thing, which will pay off later, said Ed Dubrick, 
a small pasture poultry farmer in Cissna Park who 
also farms vegetables with his wife. 

“It’s an investment because you know you’re doing 
right by the environment,” Dubrick said. “You know 
you’re doing right by your land, and long term, you’re 
going to build your soil health, and that will impact 
your bottom line.” 

There are also cultural barriers to planting cover 
crops. Row crop farmers often pride themselves on 
tidy, neat rows, and cover cropping and no-till can 
leave fields looking messy. 

Walter Lynn, a retired certified public accountant 
and farmer in Springfield, said farmers sometimes 
only cover crop fields that are out of sight from their 
neighbors or the road because they’re afraid they’ll 
be judged. 

At a recent soil health conference in Omaha, Lynn 
said he met a farmer who believes he can’t openly 
discuss his practices with his equipment dealer, saying, 
“There’s a vulnerability that ag doesn’t deal well with.” 
But at the conference, Lynn said the farmer found a 
welcoming atmosphere: “It’s so good to come to this 
space at this meeting … I feel like I’m a member of 
the cover crop witness protection.”

This article first appeared on Investigate Midwest 
and is republished here under a Creative Commons 
license.

Investigate Midwest is an independent, nonprofit 
newsroom. Its mission is to serve the public interest by 
exposing dangerous and costly practices of influential 
agricultural corporations and institutions through in-
depth and data-driven investigative journalism. Visit 
online at www.investigatemidwest.org. 

Crops continued from page A1

CHICAGO – As the 
State of Illinois cele-
brates the fifth anniver-
sary of the legalization 
of adult use cannabis 
in Illinois, the Illinois 
Department of Finan-
cial and Professional 
Regulation (IDFPR) 
announced 2024 marked 
the fourth consecutive 
year of record-setting 
sales. 

Overall, dispensaries 
report that more than $2 
billion of cannabis prod-
uct was sold in 2024, 
a 2.5% increase from 
last year. The $2 billion 
of product includes a 
record-setting $1.722 
billion in adult use can-
nabis sales in 2024, with 
medical cannabis sales 
exceeding $285 million. 

Sales taxes collected 
at Illinois cannabis dis-
pensaries totaled more 
than $490 million in 
2024, per the  Illinois 
Department of Revenue.

“The numbers are 
clear: five years after we 
legalized adult use can-
nabis in Illinois, we’re 
seeing the economic 
impact of a thriving 
cannabis industry,” said 
Governor JB Pritz-
ker.  “With $2 billion 
in record-setting sales 
and $490 million gen-
erated in tax revenue, 
our first-in-the-nation 
equity-focused cannabis 
industry is the result of 
my administration’s pol-
icies, which prioritized 
repairing the damage 
done by the failed War 
on Drugs, creating more 
good-paying jobs, and 
building a safe, equi-
table, and prosperous 
business sector—mak-
ing Illinois by far the 
national leader in di-
verse ownership for this 
industry.”

Governor Pritzker 
continued, “While I 
am pleased with the 
continued success of 
cannabis sales and 
revenues in Illinois, 
the market is being 
undermined by the 
proliferation of the 
unregulated intoxicat-
ing hemp market. Li-
censed cannabis busi-
nesses comply with 
strict state regulations, 
pay significant taxes, 
and undergo rigorous 

product testing. This 
unchecked market not 
only undercuts legal 
operators but also puts 
consumers at risk by 
flooding the industry 
with untested, poten-
tially unsafe products.”

“The continued suc-
cess of adult use canna-
bis sales highlights how 
equity-focused policies 
can create meaningful 
change,” said Lt. Gov-
ernor Juliana Stratton. 
“These sales allow us to 
reinvest in communi-
ties disproportionately 
impacted by the war on 
drugs, fostering growth 
and creating pathways 
to a more inclusive and 
prosperous Illinois.”

In total, a record-set-
ting 56,318,082 can-
nabis items were sold 
to customers in 2024, 
which shattered the 
previous record set 
in 2023 by more than 
13%. This includes 
48,953,392 items sold 
in Illinois adult use 
cannabis dispensaries, 
which represents an-
other record total. 

Additionally, adult 
use cannabis sales to Il-
linois residents totaled 
$1,337,640,019.91, an 
increase of almost 10% 
from the previous re-
cord set in 2023. More 
than $385 million of 
adult use cannabis 
product was also pur-
chased by out-of-state 
residents.  IDFPR’s 
complete adult use 
cannabis monthly sales 
tracker may be found 
online here, with ad-
ditional data available 
on the Illinois Cannabis 
Regulation Oversight 
Office website.

“As additional dis-
pensaries open their 
doors, that increased 
competition leads to 
increased availability of 
product and better pric-
es for consumers - just 
as we anticipated,” said 
Cannabis Regulation 
Oversight Officer Erin 
Johnson. “We look for-
ward to the continued 
growth and success of 
Illinois’ cannabis indus-
try, leading to further 
economic development 
and public awareness 
and support for respon-
sible consumption.”

Pritzker Administration 
announces cannabis 

sales exceed 
$2 billion annually
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MALTA – Kishwaukee 
College will include all 
fees and textbooks in the 
cost of tuition starting 
in the Summer 2025 se-
mester.

The College began 
eliminating fees in 2024 
and will now focus on re-
moving textbook fees. The 
new textbook initiative 
provides students with all 
required physical or digital 
textbooks as part of the cost 
of tuition.

Students will see one 
charge on their financial 
statements, which includes 
tuition, fees and required 
textbooks.

“The advertised cost of 
tuition is what students will 
pay to attend Kish. Cost 
transparency is important 
as students and families 
plan for the true cost of 
attending college. It also 
contributes to student 
success, as they will have 
the required books they 
need for their classes on 

day one without having to 
pay separately for books,” 
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
President of Kishwaukee 
College.

At the March Kish-
waukee College Board 
of Trustees meeting, the 
Board approved an $8 
per credit hour increase 
to the base-rate tuition to 

cover the costs of all re-
quired textbooks, digital 
books and access codes. 
Students can opt out of 
receiving their textbooks 
through Kishwaukee Col-
lege. When opting out, 
students receive a refund 
for the $8 per credit hour 
cost.

Students who pay for 

textbooks through tuition 
rather than independently 
buying them can save 
hundreds of dollars per 
semester. For example, an 
Associate in Arts student 
taking 15 credit hours in 
a semester can expect to 
save approximately $165.

Studies have shown 
that student success im-

proves when textbooks 
are more affordable, 
and students can access 
course materials imme-
diately. A 2023 survey by 
the Consortium of Aca-
demic and Research Li-
braries in Illinois showed 
69% of Illinois college 
students said textbook 
costs caused them not to 
buy required materials 
for class.

“Kishwaukee College 
has made it a multi-year 
goal to examine and im-
prove textbook affordabil-
ity for our students. Afford-
ability and access have been 
shown to improve student 
success while increasing 
savings for students and 
their families,” said Bob 
Johnson, Chair of the Board 
of Trustees.

The “all-in” tuition 
program is made possible 
in part by the Kishwaukee 
College Foundation. On 
average, the Kish Nurs-
ing program’s textbook 

costs are much higher 
than materials for other 
classes and programs. 
Due to the generosity of 
donors interested in the 
Nursing program, the 
Foundation Board has 
approved funding the 
additional textbook costs 
next year.

Another  in i t ia t ive 
making the “all-in” model 
possible is the use of Open 
Educational Resources 
(OERs) — free teaching 
and learning materials for 
instructors and students 
— to reduce the cost of 
textbooks. Since 2018, 
the College has tripled 
the number of courses 
utilizing OERs, saving 
students almost $1 mil-
lion in textbook costs. 
This initial work has 
significantly impacted the 
College’s ability to offer 
the “all-in” tuition model.

 Learn more about the 
textbook changes at kish.
edu/textbooks.
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Kish College to begin “all-in” tuition in summer 2025

MALTA – The Kishwaukee 
College Horticulture program 
hosted Iowa Master  Flor is t 
(IMF) Julie Poeltler as part of 
the Artist in Residence (AIR) 
program offered through the 
American Institute of Floral 
Designers (AIFD).

 Poeltler AIFD, Professional 
Floral Communicators Interna-
tional (PFCI), IMF presented a 
floral design demonstration for 
Associate Professor of Horti-
culture Janet Gallagher’s floral 
students and Kish’s Student 
American Institute of Floral 
D e s i g n e r s  ( S A I F D )  F l o r a l 
Club members. The presenta-
tion gave students hands-on 

expertise in creating sympathy 
arrangements for caskets, urns 
and other pieces. Poeltler also 
demonstrated her experience 
in working with funeral homes 
and grieving families.

The AIR program is offered 
through the AIFD to bring to-
gether industry professionals 
and floral design students at 
colleges and universities that 
host  s tudent AIFD chapters 
like Kish. Kish’s horticulture 
program provides educational 
opportunities to students both 
past  and present ,  including 
former student Emmy Kuhn, 
who now works as a full-time 
florist at Kar-Fre Flowers in 

Sycamore.
“I reached out to see if I could 

attend the event and get more 
professional experience. We get 
to learn about and make an urn 
piece,” Kuhn said.

Poeltler was inducted into the 
AIFD in 1994 and has owned 
Julie’s Fountain of Flowers in 
Lone Tree, Iowa, for the past 42 
years. Her professional experi-
ence includes creating designs 
for the Tournament of Roses 
Parade, the Academy Awards 
and multiple U.S. presidential 
inaugurations.

Learn more about  Kish’s 
Horticulture program at  kish.
edu/horticulture.

Floral expert works with Kish’s Artist in Residence program

Guest florist Julie Poeltler assists a Kish floral student with a sympathy arrangement design. Poeltler 
conducted a lecture and demonstration as part of the Artist in Residence (AIR) program offered by the 
American Institute of Floral Designers (AIFD).

SPRINGFIELD  – Il-
linois Grown, a new pro-
gram from the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
(IDOA), will make it easier 
to support local farmers 
and businesses. 

The Illinois Grown 
logo will soon appear on 
products across the state, 
signaling that items are 
either grown in Illinois 
or contain at least one 
ingredient sourced from 
the state.

The program is de-
signed to connect consum-
ers with products grown or 
produced in Illinois. The 
Illinois Grown logo helps 
consumers identify local 
products, supporting the 
state’s agricultural indus-
try and economy.

“The Illinois Grown 
initiative is not just about 
food – it’s about support-
ing local communities,” 
said IDOA Director Jerry 
Costello II. “Consumers 
who buy Illinois Grown 
products can feel good 
knowing their money is 
going directly to Illinois 
farmers and producers.”

The program also en-
courages consumers to 
pledge to spend $10 of 
their weekly grocery bud-
get on Illinois Grown 
items, reinvesting millions 
into the local economy.

For Illinois farmers, 
food companies, and other 
agricultural businesses, 
the Illinois Grown logo 
provides a new opportuni-
ty to highlight their com-
mitment to local sourcing.

Benefits to producers 
include:

• More Visibility: With 
the Illinois Grown logo, 
producers get exposure 
through the state’s mar-

keting campaigns and 
promotional efforts.

• Targeted Reach: The 
program helps businesses 
connect with consumers 
who prioritize local and 
sustainable sourcing.

•  No Extra Cost:  Pro-
ducers can take advantage 
of the state’s advertising 
initiatives without addi-
tional fees, boosting their 
return on investment.

Retailers can get in-
volved in the Illinois 
Grown program by signing 
up to showcase Illinois 
Grown products in their 
stores. Participating busi-
nesses will receive free in-
store display materials to 
help promote the initiative. 
This is a great opportunity 
for retailers to engage 
customers with locally 
sourced products and high-
light their commitment to 
supporting Illinois farmers 
and producers.

Consumers can show 
their support by taking 
the Illinois Grown pledge, 
committing to spend at 
least $10 a week on lo-
cally produced items. As 
a thank you, those who 
take the pledge will re-
ceive a free reusable bag 
or sticker.   The pledge 
can be completed online 
at  https://agr.illinois.gov/
assistance/logoprograms/
pledge.html.

The Illinois Grown 
program is an easy way 
for consumers to make a 
difference in their commu-
nities. By simply choosing 
local products, they can 
contribute to a stronger, 
more sustainable econ-
omy.

For more information, 
visit  www.illinoisgrown.
food.

IDOA launches ‘Illinois Grown’ to 
boost statewide agriculture producers

Happy, 
that’s just what we are,
Most always 
quite content.
And that’s because
We is and was
Without much 
need to vent.
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ROCKFORD – Bert 
Kreischer is returning to 
the BMO Center at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18 in 
Rockford.

Tickets are available for 
purchase at Ticketmaster.
com, by calling 815-968-
5222, or in person at the 
BMO Center box office (10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday) or the Coronado 
Theatre box office (10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day).

Bert Kreischer’s career 
has evolved from Rolling 
Stone Magazine’s “Num-
ber One Partier in the 
Nation” to one of the top 
grossing stand-up comics 
in the business, movie 
star, leading podcaster and 
entrepreneur. According 
to Forbes, Kreischer has 
been hailed as, “one of 
the best storytellers of 
his generation, seamless-
ly and sincerely sharing 
anecdotes about his fam-

ily and fatherhood while 
proving that there’s a 
way to take his party-boy 
antics into middle- age.” 
In 2024, Kreischer had 
the #6 highest grossing 
comedy tour worldwide, 
a huge accomplishment as 
he only toured 6 months, 
from January to June. 

Following a 140-city 

international arena tour, 
Kreischer shot his 6th 
stand-up special in his 
hometown of Tampa, FL 
and all six shows sold out 
within a day. Kreischer will 
release his newly awaited 
special, Lucky, on Netflix 
on March 18th, 2025. 

In March of 2023, 
Kreischer premiered his 

highly anticipated Net-
flix stand-up special, 
Razzle Dazzle, the fol-
low up to his previous 
stand-up specials; Hey 
Big Boy (Netflix), Secret 
Time (Netflix), The Ma-
chine (Showtime/Netflix) 
and Comfortably Dumb 
(Showtime). 

Razzle Dazzle was a hit 
for the streamer, garnering 
critical praise and reaching 
their top 10 most watched 
list with over 8.3 million 
global views in its debut. 
Also in 2023, Kreischer 
starred in and produced 
the Sony Pictures film, 
The Machine, based on 
his signature stand-up 
set recounting his true 
experience with Russian 
mobsters while on a booze-
soaked college trip. After 
a theatrical release, The 
Machine immediately 
launched Netflix’s Global 
Top 10 Films list upon its 
premiere on-platform later 
that year. 

OOOOgggglllleeee    CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttyyyy,,,,    IIIILLLL    

CCCCOOOOMMMMMMMMEEEERRRRIIIICCCCAAAALLLL    RRRREEEEAAAALLLL    
EEEESSSSTTTTAAAATTTTEEEE    &&&&    EEEEQQQQUUUUIIIIPPPPMMMMEEEENNNNTTTT    
RRRREEEETTTTIIIIRRRREEEEMMMMEEEENNNNTTTT    AAAAUUUUCCCCTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN    

              Saturday, April 26th, 2025 at 9:30 A.M. 
 
Sale online & onsite at: O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc.  
                                        104 N Maple Ct 
                                             Rochelle, IL  61068 
 

Commercial Property Real Estate in fabulous 
location!  MUST SEE!  
 
Extensive Equipment Listing- check it out!  
 
Real Estate Sells at 9:30 a.m. shop & rack items sell 
directly after, online & equipment starts at approx. 
1:00 p.m 
 
*Must register in advance for online bidding through    
                                www.Equpmentfacts.com    
           
For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & conditions, etc. visit 

www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com  OR skauctions.net 
 
For Information Contact:                              Owner, O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc. 
Auctioneers                                                        Equipment Question call Dominic O’Rorke  715-562-8254 
Lenny Bryson        815-946-4120                     
Cal Kaufman         309-696-9019                                                                                                
Brent Schmidigal  309-202-8378                                Attorney,  Paul Chadwick  815)562-2156 
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LOCAL/STATE NEWS

ROCKFORD  – Get 
ready for an evening of 
sidesplitting laughter as 
Colin Mochrie and Brad 
Sherwood, the dynamic 
duo from TV’s “Whose 
Line is it Anyway?,” 
take the stage in a one-
night-only uproarious live 
show, Colin Mochrie & 
Brad Sherwood: Asking 
for Trouble on October 
25, 2025 at the Coronado 
Theatre. 

Known by TV audienc-
es for their work on The 
CW Network program, 
Colin and Brad take the 
stage live and improvise 
new material every night 
from audience suggestions 
and participation-- trans-
forming the audience’s 

suggestions into an un-
predictable evening of 
non-stop comedy gold. 

No script? No problem! 
“Asking For Trouble” is a 
wild rollercoaster ride of 
hilarity, where two improv 
legends prove they are still 
the best in the business. 

Get ready for a night of 
non-stop laughter that the 
whole family can enjoy. 

Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster.com, by 
phone at 815-968-5222, or 
in-person at the Coronado 
Theatre box office (noon-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday) 
or the BMO Center box 
office (10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday).

Learn more at colinand-
bradshow.com.

“Whose Line is it Anyway?” duo 
to take the stage in Rockford

SPRINGFIELD – Tah-
lequah, Oklahoma kings of 
Red Dirt music Turnpike 
Troubadours  will per-
form at the  Illinois State 
Fair Grandstand on Sun-
day, August 17.

After releasing five 
genre-defining albums and 
building a fiercely loyal 
fanbase, Turnpike Trou-
badours took a three-year 
hiatus beginning in 2019 
to find clarity amidst the 
noise of a red-hot career. 
After the break, the band 
returned more popular and 
stronger than ever with 
their sixth studio album, A 
Cat in the Rain.

“Turnpike Troubadours 
perform a unique kind of 
music that we are happy 
to have at the Illinois 
State Fair,”  said Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
Director Jerry Costello II. 
“This band will feel right 
at home here in central 
Illinois.”

Turnpike Troubadours 
have racked up 1.5 billion 

streams globally and are 
selling out arenas and 
headlining festivals.

“We are excited to bring 
the Turnpike Troubadours 
to the Grandstand Concert 
Series,” said Illinois State 
Fair Manager Rebecca 
Clark. “Whether you’ve 
followed them for years 
or just discovered their 
latest album, this Okla-
homa group is better than 
ever — one of the most 
beloved groups in Amer-
icana music.”

Tickets are on sale 
at Ticketmaster.com. Tier 
3 tickets are $55, Tier 2 is 
$60, Tier 1 is $70, Track is 
$70, and the Blue Ribbon 
Zone is $125. A $30 pre-
show party ticket is offered 
as an additional upgrade 
for all paid concerts. 

Stay up to date with 
all the latest news and 
announcements from the 
Illinois State Fair by con-
necting with us via Face-
book, Twitter and   Insta-
gram.

Turnpike Troubadours to perform 
at Illinois State Fair on Aug. 17

GRANVILLE – The 
Putnam County Public 
Library District will host a 
film screening of “Free for 
All: The Public Library” 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 
10 at the Granville branch 
in celebration of National 
Library Week. 

The film, brought to 
the Granville branch in 
partnership with Inde-
pendent Lens and WTVP, 
tells the story of the quiet 
revolutionaries who made 
a simple idea happen. 
From pioneering women 

behind the Free Library 
Movement to today’s 
librarians who service the 
people despite working 
in a contentious age of 
closures, funding cuts, 
and book bans, meet those 
who created a civic insti-
tution where everything 
is free, and the doors are 
open to all.

The Granville Library 
is located at 214 S. Mc-
Coy Street, Granville. 
For more information, 
please call the library at 
815-339-2038. 

PC Library hosting screening of 
“Free for All: The Public Library”

ITASCA – Gift of Hope Organ & 
Tissue Donor Network is urging res-
idents in the northern three quarters 
of Illinois and northwest Indiana to 
“Say Yes!” to registering as organ 
and tissue donors during National 
Donate Life Month in April.

More than 104,000 adults and 
children in the U.S.—including more 
than 5,000 in Illinois and Indiana—
are waiting for a life-saving organ 
transplant, with a new person added 
to the national transplant waitlist 
every 7.5 minutes.

The need is critical. 95% of 
people in the United States support 
donation, yet fewer than 60% are 
registered organ, eye and tissue do-
nors. Illinois and northwest Indiana 
residents can learn more about organ, 
eye and tissue donation and register 
their decision at  giftofhope.org. 
Residents can also register through 
the Illinois Secretary of State’s Life 
Goes On website, the Donate Life 
Indiana donor registry, or in person 
at a state driver’s services facility.

Throughout April, hundreds of 
advocates including hospitals, coro-
ners, funeral directors, ambassadors, 
municipalities and other community 
partners throughout Illinois and 
northwest Indiana will join Gift of 
Hope to organize events in support 
of organ and tissue donation, com-
memorate donors and their families 
and offer hope to the thousands of 
adults and children waiting for a 
second chance at life.

In public display of support for 
donation and to bring attention to 
the critical need for people to register 
as donors, the following landmarks 
across Illinois will “Light It Up 
Purple” this month:

 
·    Murray Baker Bridge in Peoria, 

Ill., April 1
·    Rockford City Hall in Rockford, 

Ill., April 4
·    Morgan Street Bridge in Rock-

ford, Ill., April 4
·   Nicholas Conservatory & Gar-

dens in Rockford, Ill., April 4

·    Navy Pier Centennial Ferris 
Wheel in Chicago, Ill., April 5

·    Willis Tower in Chicago, Ill., 
April 5 - 6

 
“This National Donate Life 

Month, we are proud of the joint 
effort of our community, partners 
and advocates to encourage everyone 
who isn’t registered as a donor to 
learn more about donation, register 
as a donor and talk to their family 
about their decision,” said Harry 
Wilkins, MD, President/CEO of 
Gift of Hope. “Together, we can 
bring hope and healing to the more 
than 104,000 people waiting for a 
life-saving organ transplant.”

 Almost everyone has the oppor-
tunity to save lives through donation. 
One individual can save up to eight 
lives as an organ donor, heal more 
than 75 people in need of skin grafts, 
bone or tendon grafts or other donat-
ed tissue, and help restore sight for 
two people.

“Say Yes” to organ, eye, tissue donation 
during National Donate Life Month

Bert Kreischer gives you Permission to Party at BMO Center

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 
Department on Aging (IDoA) is 
seeking nominations for the 2025 
induction class of the Senior Illi-
noisans Hall of Fame, which honors 
the accomplishments of Illinois 
residents aged 65 and older. 

“Whether it’s the teacher who 
goes the extra mile for their students 
or the neighbor who’s always ready 
to lend a hand, our seniors are the 
backbone of our communities — 
embodying kindness, generosity, and 
ingenuity,” said Governor JB Pritz-
ker. “Each year, my administration 
is proud to honor four older adults 
for their contributions in community 
service, education, arts, and labor 
by inducting them into the Senior 
Illinoisans Hall of Fame. I encourage 
everyone to take this opportunity to 
nominate the older adults in their 
lives whose impact deserves to be 
recognized and celebrated.”

Each year, four older adults are 
inducted into the Hall of Fame for 
their work in the arts, sports, and 

entertainment; community service; 
education; or the labor force. Anyone 
may nominate an older adult for 
consideration.

To be eligible for nomination to 
the Hall of Fame, nominees must be:

At least 65 years old at the time 
of nomination; and

A current Illinois resident or a 
previous resident of Illinois for most 
of their life. 

Posthumous nominations are also 
accepted, provided the nominee was 
65 or older and living in Illinois at 
the time of death.

To guarantee consideration for the 
2025 induction class, nominations 
must be submitted on or before June 
2, 2025. Nominators of new Hall 
of Fame inductees are expected to 
participate in an award ceremony 
honoring their nominee and high-
lighting their accomplishments. 

“The Senior Illinoisans Hall of 
Fame honors outstanding older 
adults who have made and continue 
to make significant contributions 

to their communities,”  said IDoA 
Acting Director Mary Killough. “If 
you know someone who fits this 
criteria, please nominate them to be 
recognized and celebrated.”

Completed nomination forms 
may be submitted electronically or 
returned via U.S. mail, fax, or email. 
For more information or to submit 
a nomination, please visit  https://
ilaging.illinois.gov/resources/news-
publicationsandreports/halloffame.
html. 

About IDoA:  IDoA serves and 
advocates for older Illinoisans and 
their caregivers by administering 
quality and culturally appropriate 
programs that promote partnerships 
and encourage independence, digni-
ty, and quality of life. For information 
about the Department’s programs 
and services for older adults and per-
sons with disabilities, visit https://
ilaging.illinois.gov/  or contact the 
Senior HelpLine toll-free at 1-800-
252-8966, between 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Dept. of Aging seeks nominations for Senior Illinoisans Hall of Fame

ROCKFORD – Since 
2020, investment scam re-
ports to BBB Scam Tracker 
totaled more than 4,000, 
reaching a three-year high 
in 2023. Scammers blend-
ed aspects of various 
scams, including romance 
and cryptocurrency, to 
trick targets into handing 
over large sums of money. 

Dennis Horton, director 
of the Rockford Regional 
Office of the BBB says, 
“Reports to Better Busi-
ness Bureau show that 
investment scams often 

take the form of long-term 
confidence scams, where 
fraudsters pursue romantic 
and platonic relationships 
to gain the trust of their 
targets. That has caused 
losses to rise, with the 
median report increasing 
from $1,000 in 2021 to 
almost $6,000 this year.” 

The BBB today re-
leased “INVESTMENT 
SCAMS: Crypto and Ro-
mance Schemes on the 
rise.” The investigation 
examines patterns of re-
ports, reviews the amount 

of money lost and shares 
stories from those caught 
up in the scams so the pub-
lic can avoid them. 

Key findings: 
• Investment scammers 

target people throughout 
North America, eyeing 
targets with existing in-
vestments and retirement 
accounts. 

• Fraudsters use the 
dense and sometimes mis-
understood world of cryp-
tocurrency to evade sus-
picion and lure in people. 

• These scams can go 

on for months at a time 
before being detected, al-
lowing scammers to steal 
thousands of dollars. 

• These scams largely 
originate in Southeast Asia 
due to organized crime, 
but a growing response to 
fraud in this region has led 
fraudsters to move their 
scam operations to other 
countries. 

• Many low-level scam-
mers are victims of forced 
labor, complicating the 
problem of prosecuting 
those involved. 

New investigation reveals over 4,000 investment scam reports
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SPORTS

Who’s Left in theWho’s Left in the
Amboy News’ NCAA Contest?Amboy News’ NCAA Contest?

Auburn 
Erbes Realty

Duke 
Maze Lumber

Florida 
Main Flower Shop

Houston 
Jones-Berry Lumber

NCAA CHAMPIONNCAA CHAMPION

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, 
Vintage Cars, Foreign & Domestic, 
Restored & Unrestored, Hot Rods, 
Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles 63O-2O1-8122

Call Jim at

Top Dollar Paid
for your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

$$$$

03192025

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

April 7
EARLY DISMISSAL-SCHOOL 
IMPROVEMENT DAY-AHS-11:18/
AJHS-11:20/Central-11:25

April 8
AHS Varsity Baseball @ AFC-4:30 pm
AHS Softball @ AFC-4:30 pm
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball (H) AFC-
4:30 pm
AHS Boys Track (H) Kewanee/
Forreston-4:00 pm

April 9
AHS Art Club-Art Room-3:30-4:30 pm

April 10
AJHS Track @ Bureau Valley HS-4:00 pm
AHS Softball (H) AFC-4:30 pm

AHS Girls Track @ Forreston-4:00 pm
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball @ AFC-4:30 pm
AHS Varsity Baseball (H) AFC-4:30 pm
AJHS Scholastic Bowl (H) Sterling 
Challand-4:00 pm

April 11
AJHS Musical-AHS Auditorium

April 12
AJHS Musical-AHS Auditorium
AHS Girls & Boys Track @ 
Mendota-9:30 am
AHS Baseball @ River Ridge-
Varsity-11:00/FS-1:00
AHS Varsity Softball (H) Durand-10:00 am

Baseball
Quinn Leffelman

Boys Track
Joel Billhorn

Softball
Ellie McLaughlin

Girls Track
Alexa McKendry

AMBOY – The 2025 IHSA 
softball season started quickly for 
Amboy with five games sched-
uled in the first week. 

The Lady Clippers had their 
first game of the season the first 
day IHSA allowed game play, 
Monday, March 17, as they hosted 
Mendota.

Amboy fell 12-10 despite ef-
forts from starting pitcher, junior 
Alyvia Whelchel, who took the 
loss with nine strike outs, nine 
hits, and eighth walks.

At the plate, sophomore Leigh-
ton Gulley was 4-of-5 with three 
singles and a double, senior Tyrah 
Vaessen was 1-of-3 with a double, 
and juniors Ellie McLaughlin and 
Brittlyn Whitman, sophomore 
Lili Leffelman, and freshman 
Gabby Miller each recorded a hit.

Amboy traveled to Oregon the 
next day, Tuesday, March 18, 
where they lost by one run, 7-6.

The Lady Clippers were trail-
ing 1-0 in the first two innings 
until they had two runners cross 
home in the third to take a 2-1 
advantage. Oregon tied the game 
with a run in the bottom of the 
third.

Amboy scored two and Oregon 
added one in the fifth to give the 
red and white a 4-3 edge.

Oregon made a charge with 
three runs in the sixth, but Am-
boy scored two in the top of the 
seventh to tie the game 6-6.

The deciding factor was a Lady 
Hawk walk-off in the top of the 
seventh.

Whelchel was the losing pitch-
er on seven strikeouts, six hits, 

and three walks.
Junior Kiera Karlson was 2-4 at 

the plate with a double, a single, 
and two RBI. The Lady Clippers 
had four other batters connect for 
a hit as Vaessen and junior Peyton 
Payne hit doubles, and Miller and 
Whelchel recorded singles.

Wednesday’s game at home 
against Newark was postponed 
due to weather.

On Friday, March 21, the Lady 
Clippers suffered a 9-3 defeat to 
Bureau Valley at Manlius.

Junior Ellie McLaughlin took 
the loss in the circle after striking 
out seven and allowing 11 hits. 

At the plate, Vaessen was 2-of-
4 with two doubles, Karlson hit 
a home run to help her finish 
2-of-3 as she also hit a single, 
McLaughlin was 2-of-3 with two 
singles, and each of Whitman, 
Miller, Gulley, and Payne had 
a single.

Rounding up the five-game 
schedule to kick start the 2025 
season was a home game against 
Pecatonica on Monday, March 
24, in which, Amboy recorded 
its first win of the season, 15-5 
in six innings.

The Lady Clippers (1-3) saw 
a perfect at-bat percentage from 
Whitman as she was 3-of-3 with 
three singles and an RBI. Vaessen 
was 2-of-4 with two singles and 
an RBI, Karlson was 2-of-4 with 
a double, a single, and two RBI, 
and McLaughlin was 1-of-3 with 
a double and three RBI.

McLaughlin was the winning 
pitcher with five strike outs, two 
walks, and eight allowed hits.

AMBOY – Sophomore 
pitcher Tanner Welch and 
the Amboy baseball team’s 
offense will not forget the 
first game of the 2025 
season.

Trailing 6-1 going into 
the bottom of the sixth 
inning against Mendota 
on Monday, March 17 
(the first day of the IHSA 
season), the Clippers made 
some noise.

With two outs, seniors 
Carson Barlow and Dillon 
Merriman were hit by 
pitches to put runners on 
first and second. Freshman 
Bryson Deery followed by 
reaching first on an error to 
load the bases for Amboy.

Welch was walk to cut 
the deficit to 6-2 and keep 
the bases loaded. Fresh-
man Landon Carter singled 
to left field scoring Deery 
and Merriman to cut the 
Trojan lead to 6-4. 

Junior Rylan McNinch 
kept the clutch hitting go-
ing with a double bringing 
in Welch and Carter to tie 
the game at 6-6.

Senior Quinn Leffel-
man did the last of the dam-
age and gave the Clippers 
the go-ahead, eventually 
winning run, 7-6, with a 
single scoring McNinch.

“We played a pretty sol-
id game for our first one of 
the season,” first-year Am-
boy baseball coach Cade 
Sharp said. “Both of our 
pitchers threw the ball well 

on the mound. McNinch, 
Carter, and Leffelman all 
collected a hit and at least 
one RBI.

“The guys never gave 
up and never let the score 
get them out of the game.”

Welch came in for relief 
for starting pitcher Eddie 
Jones in the third inning 
and earned the victory on 
three hits, one strikeout, 
one walk, one run (zero 
earned runs) in 3.1 innings 
of work. 

Jones record six hits 
allowed, five runs (four 
earned), three strikeouts, 
and two walks in 3.2 in-
nings pitched.

The Clippers suffered 
their first loss of the sea-
son on Friday, March 21 
against Bureau Valley at 
Manlius. The Storm won 
9-3 after scoring five runs 
in the first inning.

Senior Brody Christ-
offersen was the losing 
pitcher allowing six runs 
on eight hits, two strike-
outs, and three walks in 
two innings. Carter came 
in for three innings of work 
with seven hits, three runs, 
three strikeouts, and three 
walks.

Christoffersen, Mer-
riman, Deery, and Carter 
each recorded a hit for Am-
boy, while Christoffersen 
and Deery each drove in 
a run.

It didn’t take the Clip-
pers long to return to 

winning ways, as they beat 
Pearl City, 9-8, on Satur-
day, March 22 at Amboy.

Amboy had a five-run 
lead in the fifth inning 
and held its ground to give 
Barlow the victory on the 
mound. 

McNinch was the start-
er, tallying seven hits and 
three runs allowed with 
three strikeouts and two 
walks in four innings. 
Jones threw one inning of 
no-run baseball on zero 
hits and two strikeouts 
before Barlow closed out 
the game.

McNinch also led the 
Clippers at the plate with 
a 3-of-4 performance. 
Christoffersen, Leffelman, 
Merriman, and Deery each 
drove in a run. Senior 
Caleb Shugars was 2-of-4.

The Clippers were pa-
tient with the bat, record-
ing 10 walks. 

On Monday, March 24, 
Amboy defeated Durand/
Pecatonica, 18-2, at home 
with the help of a 12-run 
third inning.

Jones earned the victory 
on the mound as the starter 
gave up two hits and two 
runs (zero earned) with 
nine strikeouts and one 
walk in four innings. 

Christoffersen finished 
with three RBI for Amboy 
(3-1), while he, as well as, 
Barlow, Jones, Shugars, 
Leffelman, and Carter each 
tallied a hit. 

Clippers start season with win over Mendota;
baseball team wins three of first four gamesAmboy softball plays four of five scheduled 

games in Week 1 of the 2025 season

OTTAWA – Senior 
Tyrah Vaessen and ju-
nior Kiera Karlson had 
the same box score at 
the plate as each went 
2-of-4 with a double 
and a single on Thurs-
day, March 27 against 
Marquette at Ottawa.

However, it wasn’t 
enough for an Amboy 
softball team victory, 
as the Lady Clippers 
fell 6-3. Amboy trailed 
6-1 until it scored two 
runs in the top of the 
sixth inning.

Also hitting the ball 
for the Lady Clippers 
(1-4) were juniors Pay-
ton Payne and Brittlyn 
Whitman, and fresh-
man Gabby Miller as 
each of them recorded 
a single.

The losing pitcher 
for Amboy was junior 
Ellie McLaughlin who 
a l lowed seven h i t s 
while striking out nine 
and walking one.  

Lady Clips fall 
to Lady Cru, 6-3

Can anyone beat the L.A. Dodgers?
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Reg. Price $6.99 eaReg. Price $2.99 ea Reg. Price $2.79 ea

Crav’n Flavor
Snack Crackers
7.5 to 13.7 oz

8 Pk Assorted

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Now AcceptingNow Accepting
EBT Link CardsEBT Link Cards

Grocery delivery for disabled & senior
citizens - in town only.

Sale Prices Valid April 2nd – April 8th • Limited Quantities • While Supplies Last

PRODUCE

HOT BUYS

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale Priced Valid April 2nd - April 8th

Reg. Price $2.59 ea

Reg. Price $2.79 ea

$$449999 $$224949

Reg. Price $5.99 ea

Reg. Price $4.99 ea Reg. Price $7.99 ea Reg. Price $2.99 ea

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

Reg. Price $4.39 ea

Reg. Price $4.69 ea

Reg. Price $2.99 ea

Reg. Price $3.99 ea

$$119999 $$116969

$$339999

Reg. Price $3.99 ea

Reg. Price $5.39 ea

Reg. Price $15.99 ea

Soup Is Back At TheSoup Is Back At The
Amboy Deli!Amboy Deli!

Reg. Price $10.69 ea

Cuties Clementines

Deli Special - Large
Meatzilla Pizza

Johnsonville Brats
Select Variety

Rosina Meatballs

Dunkin’
Ground Coffee

Cap’n Crunch Cereal

Betty CrockerBetty Crocker
Cake Mix Or FrustingCake Mix Or Frusting

Kool-Aid

Food Club
Cinnamon Rolls

Niagara Water Cheetos or Fritos 7Up Products

USDA Choice
New York Strip Steak

Whole White
Mushrooms

Yellow Onions Mann’s
Sugar Snap Peas

Bolthouse
Farms Carrots

Corn Red or Green
Grapes (Seedless)

Cucumber

NEW
HOURS!

Store Hours
Everyday, 7am-10pm

Deli Hours
Everyday, 9am - 7pm

$$119999

$899$399

$599$499$199

2/$5 2/$4

2/$6 2/$5

$$299$$199

12 to 14 oz
18 to 26 oz

10 to 12 oz

10.3 to 12.6 oz

12 or 16 oz
24 oz

10 ct

8 ct
8 ct

7 to 13 oz

16 Oz Pkg

24 Pkg 2 Ltr Bottles

Reg. Price $13.99 lb

Black Plums
Per LB

Per LB

2 Lb Bag

3 Lb Bag

Per LB

8 Oz Pkg

3 Lb Bag

Tomatoes
On The Vine

Reg. Price $6.29 ea

Deli Special - Any Large
Sub With Bag Of Chips

$499 $349 $199

Kraft or VelveetaKraft or Velveeta
Mac & CheeseMac & Cheese
4 Pk Cup4 Pk Cup

2/$2/$99

Food Club Biscuits

Heinz Ketchup
20 oz

USDA Choice Angus
T-Bone Steak

Reg. Price $14.99 lb

Food Club
Peanut Butter
16 oz

Powerade

Daisy Sour Cream

HOT
DEALS

HOT
DEALS

HOT
DEALS

HOT
DEALS

lb lb lb

ea

ea ea ea

ea ea ea ea ea

ea

ea ea ea eaea

Reg. Price $3.99 lb

$$229999
Reg. Price $10.99 ea

Pork Tenderloin

lblb

59¢ 89¢

$$444949 $699

ea ea

$$11119999lblb $$11119999lblb $$779999

$$889999

eaea

eaea899 9 2/$2/$55

799
24 Pkg

2/$2/$66 HOT
DEALS
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