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Mural design approved,
work to start soon

Luna redevelopment agreement approved

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its meeting Monday, the
Rochelle City Council
gavethe go ahead onanew
mural design that will be
painted in the downtown
area.

The city shared a re-
quest for proposal to
attract mural submissions
from local and regional
artistsin 2024. A complete
response was submit-
ted by the deadline and
the city’s arts committee
began working with the
artist. The location of the
mural will be on the south
side of the second story
of ALM Fine Cabinetry.
The location will enable
traffic coming from the
south on the overpass to
see the mural.

The mural design de-
picts the words “Rochelle,
linois: The Hub City!”
with a train, skydiver, hub
and corn also depicted.
City council members
chose a color scheme
Monday.

City Community De-
velopment Director Mi-
chelle Pease said work
on the mural would start
immediately.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City
Council gave the go ahead on a new mural
design that will be painted in the downtown
area.

Luna

The council unanimously approved a reso-
lution authorizing a redevelopment agreement
with Luna at 531 S. 7th St. The city previously
entered into redevelopment agreements with the
owners of Lunato assistwith the costs of replacing
the building roof, clubhouse, outdoor patio and
gravel parking lot. Most recently, its ownership
approached the city about unexpected extensive
and essential sewer improvements needed. The
problems related to the original sewer piping
resulted in an estimated $115,000 in construction
repair costs. The agreement approved Monday
allowed Luna to be eligible for up to 50 percent
ofthe estimated $115,000 sewerrepair ($57,500).

Upon proof of completion of the work, the city
will provide payment of 50 percent of the costs
over three years, with $19,166.67 payments at
the end of 2025, 2026 and 2027.

Luna adjoins Fairways Golf Course, which is
jointly owned by the city and the Flagg-Rochelle
Community Park District.

See CITY COUNCIL page 2

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

In an effort to keep the community informed and
safe, Rochelle Community Hospital recently released
information on measles, as the United States is cur-
rently experiencing its largest measles outbreak in

decades.

RCH releases information
on measles amid largest
outbreak in U.S. in decades

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In
an effort to keep the com-
munity informed and safe,
Rochelle Community
Hospital recently released
information on measles,
as the United States is
currently experiencing its
largest measles outbreak
in decades.

Dr. Kendall Vogeler of
the RCH Family Health-
care Clinic spoke with the
Rochelle News-Leaderand
Ogle County Life about
measles on March 20. Mea-
sles is an acute respiratory
illness that is highly con-
tagious and can be deadly.
In the early decades of the
20th century, thousands

of fatal measles infections
were reported each year.
Measles was eradicated in
the U.S. in 2000.

“There are no cases of
measles in Ogle County or
the greater Rockford area
that have been reported,”
Vogeler said. “As of March
13, the two largest areas
are still Texas and New
Mexico. There are a total
of 15 states that have had
Measles outbreaks. The
closest one to us would
probably be Kentucky. To
date, there’s 301 total re-
ported Measles cases and
95 percent of those people
were either unvaccinated
or had an unknown vacci-
nation status.”

See RCH page 3

VCCT to present ‘The Shawshank Redemption’

Production scheduled for March 28-30, April 4-5 at local arts center

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Vince Carney Community
Theatre will present ‘The
Shawshank Redemption’
at the Lincoln Arts Cen-
ter at 108 S. Main St. in
Rochelle on March 28-30
and April 4-5. The March
30 show will take place at
2 p.m. and all other shows
will start at 7 p.m. Tickets
are on sale online at http://
www.vcctrochelle.org/

‘The Shawshank Re-
demption’ is written by
Stephen King and was
adapted for stage by Dave
Johns and Owen O’ Neill.
VCCT will be bringing
King’s award-winning
novel to the stage. ‘“The
Shawshank Redemption’
was brought to the silver
screenin 1994 withamov-
ie starring Tim Robbins
and Morgan Freeman.
The story set at a prison
is one of friendship, per-
sistence and redemption.
The VCCT production
is recommended for ma-
ture audiences due to
strong language and adult

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The Vince Carney Community Theatre will present ‘The Shawshank Redemption’ at the Lincoln Arts Cen-
ter at 108 S. Main St. in Rochelle on March 28-30 and April 4-5.

themes. The Shawshank Redemp-
tion is presented by arrangement
with Dramatist Play Service.
“It’s the story of a group of
prisoners,” Director Michael
Hynek said. “We chose this show
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because it’s something I wanted
to direct and something I wanted
to see on the stage. [’'m not quite
sure what people can expect. This
isn’t a typical VCCT show. And
this is a stage show, not the novela
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or the movie adaptation of it. Our
cast has been working so hard on
it. We’ll have to see how it comes
off on the stage.”

See VCCT page 9
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CITY COUNCIL: Ordinance for new restaurant liquor hcense approved

From page 1

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said the dollars
for the agreement will
come out of the city’s
Downtown & Southern
Gateway tax increment
financing (TIF) district,
which is made up of incre-
ment funds generated by
property value increases.

Fiegenschuh and Coun-
cil Members Rosaelia
Arteaga and Tom McDer-
mott expressed a desire
Monday for more work
to be done to make other
businesses aware of TIF
dollars available to them.

“Alotofpeopleinsmall
businesses that aren’t
aware of the TIF are los-
ing out because we keep
giving the TIF fundstothe
same people thatknow the
TIF is there,” McDermott
said. “I would like to see
a lot of small businesses
come here and get their
chance.”

Mayor John Bearrows
said TIF funds have been
used to help businesses in
the past.

“This money in the
TIF district is from their
taxes,” Bearrows said.
“It becomes city money,
but it’s also money that
all of the businesses in
the districts pay in real
estate tax. We do need to
get more people to apply.
In a sense, they’re getting
some of their own money
back when we fund these
projects.”

Liquor license

The council unani-
mously approved an ordi-
nance for anew restaurant
(R-2) liquor license for a
new business at 1310 N.
7th St. The business will
be Birrieria Las Tapatias.
The council also deleted
the liquor license for the
previous business at the
location, Barrio Agave.

The class R-2 license
allows for the retail sale
ofalcoholic beverages for
consumption on the prem-
ises by restaurants without
a bar. Additionally, the
class R-2 license permits
the retail sale of packaged
alcoholic beverages, pro-
vided thatsuchsales donot
exceed 10 percent of the
total sales of all alcoholic
beverages.

Bus

The council tabled an
agendaitem forapotential
lease agreement fora2024
Chevrolet 3500 Starcraft
Bus due to Council Mem-
bers Ben Valdivieso and
Kate Shaw-Dickey be-
ing absent Monday. The
council wanted to have
all members present for a
future bus vote, which will
now take place April 14.

The city has had pre-
vious discussion about
purchasinga 12-passenger
shuttle bus for community
events and tours.

Cameras
The council unani-
mously approved a res-

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The city shared a request for proposal to attract mural submissions from local and regional artists in 2024. A

complete response was submitted by the deadline and the city’s arts committee began working with the art-
ist. The location of the mural will be on the south side of the second story of ALM Fine Cabinetry. The location
will enable traffic coming from the south on the overpass to see the mural.

olution authorizing the
purchase, installation and
maintenance of a camera
system at the Rochelle
Police Department and
City Hall.

The cost for the camera
system from Beck Tech
willbe $111,686.76. It will
include 34 new cameras
and a new server. 10 of
the city’s current cameras
will be able to be utilized.

RPD Chief Pete Pavia
said Monday that many
of the facility’s current
cameras are outdated and
go down several times per
day. The system will in-
cludeafive-yearwarranty.

MOU

The council unani-
mously approved a reso-
lution accepting a memo-
randum of understanding
(MOU) with the union
that represents the Ro-
chelle Fire Department.
The MOU is to inform
the city of a change to
the collective bargaining
agreement (CBA) with
the union.

The CBA required the
city to bring total RFD
staffing to 18. Those
personnel members were
hired and those employees
will be undergoing train-
ing. The MOU will allow

for staffing during the
training of new firefight-
erstoallowthe citytosave
on overtime expenses.
The MOU also allows
the city to bring back a
fully-certified firefighter
by converting his pre-
vious resignation to an
unpaid leave of absence.
It also includes verbiage
for the new rank structure
the council recently put
in place for RFD to now
have the rank of captain.

RMU

During his mayor’s
comments portion of
the meeting, Bearrows

thanked the Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities electric
department for its work
on outages due to wind-
storms in recent weeks.
The mayor said storms
resulted in over 40 poles
going down and that utili-
ty crews from Batavia and
St. Charles were called in
to help.

“I think they did an
amazingjob ofregrouping
as fast as they could,”
Bearrows said. “We want
to thank the mutual aid we
had. I’mhappy everybody
stayed safe and we got
everybody’s power back
on.”

Rep. Fritts honors B’lush Salon for March Local Business nghhght

STERLING - For his
March 2025 local business
highlight, State Representa-
tive Bradley Fritts (R-Dix-
on) chose to highlight
B’lush Salon in Sterling.
Fritts spent time touring the
business and presented the
owner with a certificate of
appreciation for her contri-
butions to the community.

“This month, I chose
to highlight B’lush Salon

$ per
9ticket

Children 14 and under
with adults Free

in Sterling,” Fritts said.
“B’lush Salon is a locally
owned and operated salon
that provides incredible
service to their customers.
They arealso veryinvolved
with efforts to support and
improve our local com-
munity.”

B’lush Salon has been
owned and operated by
Janette and Chris Garza for
eight years. Janette attend-

Contact your favorite member,
call 815-884-9240 or email

rochellegoldenk@gmail.com
(Tickets also available at door)

\/

From Eric, Julia,
) Rebecca, Daslb .
and Dolly *

AT
-

At First Presbyterian

Church of Rochelle

ed Educators of Beauty in
Sterlingand hasbeen doing
hair for 28 years.

Fritts continued, “One
thing that struck me when
touring this business is how
much it feels like family.
Thesevenstylists whowork
here fosteranincredible en-
vironment and community
and I think their hard work
deservestoberecognized.”

B’lush Salon is located
at 806 E. 3rd St. in Sterling.
For more information or to
book an appointment, you
can find B’lush Salon on
Facebook.

To nominate a local
business in District 74 for a
future highlight, visit Rep-
Fritts.com and select Lo-
cal Business Highlight
Submission Form under
Resources.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
For his March 2025 local business highlight, State Representative Bradley Fritts
(R-Dixon) chose to highlight B’lush Salon in Sterling. Fritts spent time touring the
business and presented the owner with a certificate of appreciation for her contri-
butions to the community.

Illinois Extension to train new wave of community compost leaders

OREGON — Com-
posting plays a vital role
in creating sustainable
communities, from re-
ducing waste to enriching
soil. This spring, learn to
be a composting leader
with University ofIllinois
Extension’s Compost
Ambassador program.

The five-week training
program, which began in
Cook, Lake, and McHen-
ry counties in 2022 and
has since expanded to
central Illinois, includ-
ing Boone, DeKalb, and
Ogle counties, returns
with an enhanced hybrid
curriculum designed to
create knowledgeable
home and community
composters and provide
community education.
Virtual sessions run on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8

p.m., beginning April 2.

“Composting isaprac-
tical way for everyone
to make a positive envi-
ronmental impact right
in their own backyard,”
says Gemini Bhalsod,
Extension horticulture
educator. “Our ambassa-
dors learn the science of
composting and become
advocates for sustainable
practices in their commu-
nities.”

Participants will ex-
plore composting funda-

Shirley LeMar, loving
mother, grandmother, and

with her family
and close friends.
Let's make this incredible

to:

1104 McCall Court,
Rochelle, IL 61068

great-grandmother will celebrate 4
her 90th Birthday on April 9th

milestone day extra special and
unforgettable by showering her
with birthday cards & greetings!
Let's fill her mailbox with the
same kindness and warmth that
she’s given us by sending wishes

Shirley LeMar, c/o Ken LeMar,
- ¥

-

mentals, home systems,
scientific principles, qual-
ity testing, and communi-
ty engagement through in-
teractive online sessions
and hands-on activities.
The program includes
access to Learn at Exten-
sion’s virtual classroom
for supplemental materi-
als and peer connections.

The training culmi-
nates in demonstration
workshops provided at
three different locations:
Prairie State College,
University of Illinois Stu-
dent Farm, and University
of Illinois Extension’s
Lake County Office,
where local participants
will build compost piles,
explore different systems,
and connect with fellow
composting enthusiasts.
Lunch is provided.

The course fee is $40,
and registration is re-
quired. Participants can
register at go.illinois.edu/
CompostLeader. If you
need reasonable accom-
modation to participate
in this program, please
contact Alex Landberg
atlandberg@illinois.edu.
Feel free to call the Ogle
County Extension office
at815-732-2191 formore
information.
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RCH: ‘I don’t believe we will see measles cases locally. Our area is pretty well protected’

From page 1

Measles is still very
common in other parts
of the world. The recent
surge likely began due to
people travelinginand out
of the country. Most of the
current measles cases in
the U.S. are unvaccinated
children and youngadults.
It is widely believed the
measles outbreak will
continue to spread across
the country.

The most important
populations measles is a
concern for are infants and
children. One to three in
1,000 children contracting
measles will develop en-
cephalitis (swelling of the
brain) concurrent with the
measles infection. 10-15
percent of those children
will die and a further 25
percent of patients will be
left with permanent brain
damage or deafness.

Measles is spread
through coughing and
sneezing. The virus can
live for up to two hours in
anairspace. Ifotherpeople
breathe the contaminated
air or touch the infected
surface, then touch their
eyes, noses, or mouths,
they can become infected.
Measles is so contagious
thatifone person has it, up
to 90 percent of the people
close to that person who
are not immune will also
become infected.

“A90 percentexposure
rate is a scary thing and
something to be prepared
for,” Vogeler said. “And
even if someone has had
Measles in the past, they
can still get Measles, but
it will be a less serious
version of that.”

Symptoms of measles
appear 7-14 days after
contact with the virus
and typically include
high fever, cough, runny
nose, and watery eyes.
Tiny white spots (Koplik
spots) may appear inside
the mouth 2-3 days after
symptoms begin. Measles
rash appears 3-5 days
after the first symptoms.
Infected people can spread
measles to others from
four days before through
four days after the rash
appears.

Once people have been
exposed to measles, it can
incubate in theirbody 6-21
days with an average of
13 days. After people are
exposed, they reach a state
where they start to have
symptoms. People can
have fevers up as high as
105 degrees. Other symp-
toms are fatigue, and pink
eye with no discharge.

“The rash will be a flat
red circular rash that turns
white when you push on
it,” Vogeler said. “It’s not
necessarily itchy. It will
begin by the hairline by
the face and work its way

down into the back and
arms. The rash will not
be on palms or soles of
feet. Other symptoms are
swollen lymph nodes or
sore throat at that time.
People typically start
feeling better about 48
hours after the rash. The
rash will get darker and
then fade within a week.”

Measles is caused by a
virus, so there’s no specific
medical treatment for it.
The virus must run its
course.

Children that get vac-
cinated against measles
get MMR vaccines when
they’re between 12-15
months old and again
when they’re 4-6 years
old. If you have received
those vaccines, you should
not need another dose,
Vogeler said. Those that
received a measles vac-
cine during the years of
1963-1967 may need an-
other dose due to lower po-
tency in measles vaccines
during that time. Those
with questions can check
vaccine records or get a
blood draw to determine
their need.

“MMR vaccinesarestill
recommended to be given
to infants at 12-15 months
old unless they are 6-11
months old and there are
plans for that child to be
taken out of the country,”
Vogeler said. “That is the
policy because measles is
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Measles is still very common in other parts of the world. The recent surge like-

ly began due to people traveling in and out of the country. Most of the current
measles cases in the U.S. are unvaccinated children and young adults. It is widely
believed the measles outbreak will continue to spread across the country.

not common in the U.S.
The issue is still minor
enough for that to be the
case.”

Vogeler does not be-
lieve measles cases will
be seen in Rochelle or the
Ogle County area, due
vaccination rates. In the
2023-2024 school year, the
26 schools in Ogle County
as a whole had a 95.6 rate
of vaccine coverage for
measles. Herd immunity
protects the unvaccinated
when that number is at
least 85-95 percent, Vo-
geler said.

“We were taught about

measles in medical school
as more of a hypothetical
topic,” Vogeler said. “I’ve
never seen a patient with
measles in person. It’s
goodasarefreshertoknow
what to look for and what
precautions are in place to
ensure that we don’t have
a measles outbreak here
locally. We have good data
that says Ogle County is
doing pretty well to prevent
that. But we are prepared
if someone comes in with
those symptoms to make
sure that they are isolated
and people are protected.”

To get a measles vac-

cine, contact local phar-
macies and the local health
department. The Ogle
County and Lee County
Health Departments have
vaccines available. [fmea-
sles did come to the area,
the community would be
made aware of it through
the health department.
Learn more about mea-
sles by visiting the CDC
website: https://www.
cdc.gov/measles/data-re-
search/. If you have any
questions or concerns
regarding the measles and
your health, contact your
primary care provider.

Wed on the Rock scheduled for May 4 in Oregon

OREGON — Call-
ing all engaged cou-
ples! Wed on the Rock,
Ogle County’s newest
wedding showcase, is
making its debut, bring-
ing together the best
wedding vendors in
Northern Illinois for an
unforgettable event de-
signed to make wedding
planning effortless and
convenient.

This inaugural show-
case will take place on
Sunday, May 4 at The

River’s Edge Experience
in Oregon from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Admission to this
brand-new event is free!
Whether you’re newly
engaged or finalizing
the finishing touches for
your big day, Wed on the
Rock is the perfect place
to meet top-tier wedding
professionals, discover
the latest trends, and
gather fresh ideas for
your dream wedding.
From breathtaking
floral arrangements and

stunning bridal gowns
to expert photographers
and gourmet catering,
Wed onthe Rock features
a curated selection of
industry experts ready to
bring your vision to life.

Attendees will have
the opportunity to meet
with some of the best
wedding vendors in
Northern Illinois, take
advantage of exclusive
event promotions, and
even win exciting give-
aways!

“Planning a wedding
can feel overwhelming,
but Wed on the Rock
will make it easy and
enjoyable by connecting
couples with trusted
local vendors in one
convenient location,”
Grace Druien, event or-
ganizer and Ogle County
wedding photographer,
said. “This event goes
beyond just wedding
planning — it’s about
creating unforgettable
moments and turning

OCHD’s Community Baby Shower Event is April 11

ROCHELLE —
Please join Ogle County
Health Department on Fri-
day, April 11 for an open
house style community
baby shower at 510 Lin-
coln Highway in Rochelle
from 10a.m. to4 p.m. This
is a free event open to all
families. Below is a list of
everything offered the day

of the event:

Free infant and materni-
ty products (diapers, wipes,
care products, clothing);
raffle baskets, giveaways,
refreshments; resource
booths represented by the
following organizations:
Lutheran Social Services,
Head Start,4C’s, Regional
Office of Education, Birth

to Five, Early Intervention
(Child & Family Connec-
tions), Riverstone Chris-
tian Church, Shining Star,
HOPE of Ogle County and
DCFS.

We will also have Well-
ness on Wheels mobile unit
available for the following
services that will also
be free: Blood pressure

check; cholesterol screen-
ing; HIV and hepatitis C
testing; sexually trans-
mitted infection testing
and Narcan training and
distribution.

Questions can be direct-
ed to Events Coordinator
Tarah Ziegler, at 815-
562-6976 ext. 2299 or tz-
iegler@oglecountyil.gov

County recycling and shredding event is April 12

OREGON — The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Department
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a Latex Paint/Aerosol
Can Recycling and Docu-
ment Shredding Event on
Saturday, April 12 at 909
Pines Road in Oregon.
This event is for Ogle
County residents only and
identification is required.
No permits are required
for this recycling event.

Latex paint will be
collected for recycling
from 8 a.m. until noon.
The first 10 containers
of latex paint per vehicle
will cost $1 per quart-
sized container, $2 per
gallon-sized container,
and $10 per five-gallon
pail. The OCSWMD will
subsidize the remaining
cost to recycle the latex
paint. Any additional
containers of latex paint
will be charged the full
price to recycle, which is
$3 per quart, $6 per gallon,
and $20 per five-gallon
pail. Cash, credit card, or
checks payable to “Earth-
Paint” will be accepted for
payment.

Oil-based paints,
stains, and varnishes and

spray cans will also be
accepted. Residents will
have to cover the full
cost for recycling oil-
based paints, stains, and
varnishes. Visit www.
earthpaint.org for pric-
ing. Cash, credit card, or
checks payable to “Earth-
Paint” will be accepted for
payment.

No business or con-
tractor paints accepted.
No bulking or combining
of latex paint. Bulked
latex paint cannot be
recycled in this program.

EarthPaint is a non-
profit business in the
Chicago area that works
with adults with special
needs and disabilities to
sortand recycle unwanted
latex paint into new paint
or other products.

Aerosol cans, small
14-16 ounce propane cyl-
inders, and small butane
cylinders will also be
accepted by Flatcan Re-
cycling. There is no cost
for up to 10 containers.
For over 10 items aerosol
cans will be $1 each and
propane and butane cyl-
inders will be $4 each for
recycling. Most aerosol
spray products will be

accepted for recycling.
Flatcan Recycling will
also accept alkaline bat-
teries for recycling for $4
per pound and one child
car seat at no charge. Ad-
ditional child car seats will
be $10perseat. Flatcan will
also accept old clothing
and textiles at no charge.
Clean clothing, shoes,
bedding, towels, and other
household textiles will be
accepted. Items can be in
any condition as long as
they’re not wet or moldy.
Items withrips, tears, stains
that won’t wash out, miss-
ing buttons, zippers, etc.
are acceptable.

In addition, secure,
on-site document shred-
ding will be conducted by
[llinois Valley Document
Destruction from 9 a.m.
to noon There is a limit of
three boxes per vehicle.
Nobusiness or institutional
material accepted. There
is no cost to residents for
paper shredding, because
the OCSWMD will cover
the cost of the Illinois Val-
ley Document Destruction
truck and staff.

Please call the
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020, email solidwaste@

oglecountyil.gov, or visit
www.oglecountyil.gov
or the Ogle County Solid
Waste Management De-
partment on Facebook for
more information about
this recycling opportu-
nity.

wedding dreams into
reality.”

For more information,
visit www.mysaving-
gracephotography.com/
wed-on-the-rock.

Let us know you’re

coming! Join our Face-
book event and RSVP to
stay updated on all the
latest details and vendor
announcements: https://
www.facebook.com/
share/p/1593zX3aCG/.
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PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999

(815) 562-8784
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Obituaries

David William Wedig

ROCHELLE — Da-
vid William Wedig, 73,
of Rochelle, Illinois went
home on March 8th, 2025,
at Rochelle Community
Hospital. He was born
on March 6", 1952, in
Dubuque, lowa to Wil-
liam and Mary Jeannette
(Ware) Wedig. He gradu-
ated from Rochelle High
School. He worked as
a licensed plumber for
many years.

He is survived by

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT

ROCHELLE — On
March 21 at 7:17 a.m.
Michael Schmitt, 42, of
Rochelle was cited for
disobeying a traffic control
device. Hesignedapromise
to comply and was given
an April 25 Rochelle court
date.

On March 21 at 11:29
p.m. Dahl J. Flynn, 36, of
Wellsville, New York was
arrested for driving under
the influence times two. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 21 at 9:08
p.m. Larry E. Barnes, 54,
of Rochelle was arrested
for domestic battery and
transferred.

On March 21 at 9:08
p.m. Larry E. Barnes, 54,
of Rochelle was arrested
for driving under the influ-
ence. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 25 Rochelle court
date.

On March 21 at 4:04
p.m. Oscar F. Pina, 48, of
Rockford was arrested for
three counts of aggravated
battery to a police officer
and one count of resisting
and transferred.

On March 21 at 11:10
a.m. Amar N. Augillard,
22, of Zion was cited for
speeding 95 in a 70 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 11:28
a.m.Andrew P. Brodlie, 27,
ofthe United Kingdom was
cited for speeding 88 in a
70 miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to comply

WH
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¥

dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

the patient’s and family’s goals of
comfort and quality of life.

* Supplies, equipment and medications.
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 Specialize in pain & symptom
management.

o Spiritual enrichment and bereavement
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* Care is individualized and based on ' and community support.
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his brothers, Matthew,
Louis and Carl Wed-
ig as well as 8 nieces
and nephews and 11
great-niecesandnephews.
He was preceded in
death by his parents;
brothers Joel and Kev-
in (Boona) Wedig, and
sister Sharon Powers.
A small family service
will be held ata later date.

David was a very gen-
erous man with his time
and touched many lives.

He was loved by many
friends and family and will
be missed.

and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 21 at 12:08
p.m. Ryan J. Schutt, 29, of
Rock Falls was cited for
speeding 86 in a 70 miles
per hour zone and illegal
possession of cannabis by
driver. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 25 Rochelle court
date.

On March 21 at 12:28
p.m. Marco A. Delgadillo,
32, of McHenry was cited
forspeeding 90ina70miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 12:49
p.m. Olivia J. Fleming, 20,
of Wheaton was cited for
speeding 88 in a 70 miles
per hour zone. She signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 11:35
a.m. Damion A. Phillips,
20, of Rochelle was cited
forspeeding31ina20miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 2:52
p.m. Liam M. Haynes, 22,
ofLake Zurichwas cited for
speeding 94 in a 70 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 2:14
p.m. Evelyn Mosqueda,
22, of Aurora was cited for
speeding 92 in a 70 miles
per hour zone. She signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle

E?
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court date.

On March 21 at 1:32
p-m. Darryl D. Strode, 40,
of Ankeny was cited for
speeding 89 in a 70 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 21 at 11:29
a.m. Elizabeth A. Berk-
man, 59, of Rockford was
cited for no insurance. She
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 21 at 1:44
p.m. Wallace C. Sanders
41, of Rochelle was cited
for expired registration. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 22 at 10:35
a.m. Amber L. Talab, 44,
of Rochelle was arrested
for driving while license
suspended and cited for no
valid registration and dis-
regarding a stop sign. She
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 22 at 1:28
p.m. William L. Bowers,
28, of Rochelle was cited
for expired registration. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 22 at 10:29
a.m. George Verastegui
Ugas, 59, of Moline was
cited for speeding 60 in a
35 miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 22 at 8:04
a.m. Hailey J. Quiroz, 21,
of Beach Park was cited for
speeding 55 in a 30 miles
per hour zone. She signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

On March 23 at 10:14
a.m. Tiffany V. Taylor, 35,
of Lebanon, Tennessee was
cited forspeeding 70ina45
miles per hour zone. She
signed a promise to comply
and was given an April 25
Rochelle court date.

On March 23 at 10:16
a.m. Jose Munoz Colin,
57, of Rochelle was cited
for improper display of
registration. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an April 25 Rochelle
court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocentuntil prov-

en guilty.
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City of Rochelle Engineer Sam Tesreau has announced the closure of 7*" Avenue
from Caron Road to Kelley Drive beginning Thursday, March 27 through Thurs-

day, April 10.

-th Avenue closed east of
Caron Road through April 10

ROCHELLE - City
ofRochelle Engineer Sam
Tesreau has announced
the closure of 7" Avenue
from Caron Road to Kelley
Drive beginning Thurs-
day, March 27 through
Thursday, April 10 for
inlet, manhole and storm
sewerreconstructionalong
with concrete and asphalt
pavementrestoration. This
work is being completed

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON On
March 16 atapproximately
10:17 p.m. deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop near
the intersection of South
Lowell Park Road and
West Judson Road. After
an investigation, Deputies
placed Bobby Joe Loyde,
55, of Moline, under arrest
for driving while license
revoked. Loyde was addi-
tionally cited for operating
anuninsured motor vehicle
and improper display of
registration. Loyde was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released
on a notice to appear with
a return court date.

On March 17 at 2 p.m.
deputies conducted atraffic
stop in the area of North
[llinois Route 2 and North
Kathryn Road. After a
briefinvestigation, Thomas
Gibson, 82, of Byron, was
arrested for driving while
license suspended. Gibson
was released on a notice to
appear court date.

On March 17 at 10:50
p-m. deputies conducted
a traffic stop in the area of
North Illinois Route 251
and Mowers Road. Af-
ter a brief investigation,
Benjamin Shabani, 29, of
Rockford, was arrested
for driving while license
suspended. Shabani was
released on a notice to
appear with a future court
date.

On March 18 at 7:06
p.m. deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop in the
13,000 block of East
Illinois Route 64. After
an investigation, Justin E.
Johnson, 34, of Dixon was
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in advance of pavement
resurfacing operations in
May.

Alltruck trafficmustuse
6™ Street to Illinois Route
251 or other available
marked truck routes during
this time and will not be al-
lowed to use Kelley Drive
to and from Caron Road.

Advance warning, road
closure barricades, detour
and other temporary traffic

control devices will be
posted near the affected
area. Please use caution
while traveling in this area
and pay special attention to
the advanced warning sig-
nage, road closed signage
and other temporary traffic
control devices within or
in advance of the work
zone. The city appreciates
your patience during this
project.

arrested for driving while
license suspended, and an
active Lee County war-
rant for failure to appear.
Johnson was also issued
citations for operating and
uninsured motor vehicle,
and no front registration.
Johnson was released on
a notice to appear with a
return court date for the
warrant, and driving while
license suspended.

OnMarch 19 atapprox-
imately 12:36 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic
stop to the entrance of the
Orchard Hills Landfill in
the 8,000 block of North
[llinois Route 251. After
investigation, deputies
placed Efrain Garcia-Or-
tega, 32, of Davis Junction
under arrest for no valid
license, obstructing iden-
tification, and four active
Boone County warrants.
Garcia-Ortega was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was released
onanotice to appear on the
Ogle County charges and
held in lieu of bond on the
Boone County warrants.

On March 20 at ap-
proximately 7:08 a.m.
deputies responded to a
two-vehicle accident in
the 6,700 block of South
Lowell Park Road. After
investigation, deputies
learned a gray Ford F-150,
driven by Sean Cline, 26,
of Dixon, was traveling
northbound on Lowell
Park Road when Cline
lost control of his vehicle
on the icy road and trav-
eled into the southbound
lane. Cline then struck a
black Volkswagen van,
driven by David Dahl,
69, of Polo, which was
traveling southbound on
Lowell Park Road. Dixon
Rural EMS and Polo EMS
transported two minor
juveniles that were in the
van to OSF Saint Kath-
arine Hospital for minor
injuries. Cline was issued
a citation for too fast for
conditions. Polo Police
Department assisted with
the accident.

On March 20 at 8:26
p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop on North Ken-
nedy Hill Road at the in-
tersection with East Short
Road. Asaresult, deputies
arrested TaraR. Moorman,
40, of Roscoe for driving
while license revoked.
Moorman was addition-

ally issued citations for
no front registration, and
operating an uninsured
vehicle. Moorman was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released
on anotice to appear bond
with a future court date.
Deputies were assisted
by the Byron Police De-
partment.

On March 20 at approx-
imately 9:42 p.m. deputies
initiated atraffic stop in the
8,000 block of North Peca-
tonica Road. After further
investigation Travis Tryg-
gestad, 36, of Leaf River,
was placed under arrest
for driving while license
suspended. Tryggestad
was also cited for oper-
ating an uninsured motor
vehicle and suspended
registration. Tryggestad
was released on a notice
to appear bond.

OnMarch 21 atapprox-
imately 4:29 p.m. deputies
were advised of a black
Ford Focus driving all
over North Illinois Route
26 south of Forreston.
They then learned the
Ford struck a mailbox in
the 3,000 block of North
Illinois Route 26 before
coming to a stop in the
ditch. After an investiga-
tion, it was learned that
the female driver was
having amedical episode,
which caused the crash.
The driver was uninjured
from the collision. The
driver was transported to
an area hospital for her
medical issues. Deputies
were assisted at the scene
by Polo Fire and EMS
and Forreston Police De-
partment.

On March 22 at approx-
imately 1:25 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop at
Caron Road and School
Avenue. After a brief
investigation, deputies
arrested Andrew F. Em-
berson Jr., 19, of Polo, for
criminal damage to prop-
erty and no valid driver’s
license. Emberson was
also cited for improper
turn at an intersection and
operating uninsured motor
vehicle. Emberson was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
charged and released on
a notice to appear with a
future court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.
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Roberts: Our tyrannical judicial system

URjudicial sys-
tem is drifting
toward tyranny.

Forinstance,onMarch 17,
aU.S. District Judge (local
judge) ordered the current
administration to turn
around aircraft carrying
Venezuelan gang mem-
bers (Tren de Aragua)
being sent to a supermax
prison in El Salvador. Ap-
parently, the order came
down when the aircraft
was still in the air over
international waters. Ifthis
type of order stands, then
why can’t a judge order
a U.S. Destroyer in the
Red Sea to stop attacking
Houthis rebels in Yemen?
The current administra-
tion ignored the order
because it came down
while the aircraft was in
international airspace, the

assertion that the jurisdic-
tion of the district judge
doesnotcoverinternation-
al airspace, and that the
aircraft was about to land
and probably did not have
enough fuel to return. The
district judge argued that
his verbal oral order had
legal force. Asigned order
was delivered later. Most
legal experts agree that a
courtorderis in force only
when signed by the judge
and filed with the clerk’s
office. Oral orders don’t
count. Presently, the ad-
ministration is adhering to
the injunction, unlike the
pastadministration, which
planned to circumvent the
Supreme Court ruling on
forgiving student tuition
loans.

Lawfare (using the
legal system to oppose

political opponents) is
alive and well. Leftist
organizations, acting in
coordination with judges,
are abusing judicial power
to push their ideology.
Since they can’t win at
the ballot box, they use
the court system to
attempt to get their
way. Probably the
most significant
abuse of judicial
power occurred
when multiple
lawsuits were
brought against
the current Presi-
dent to thwart his
election effort.
According to scholarly
writings of some jurists
and attorneys, district
judges ordering nation-
wide injunctions is an in-
appropriate use of judicial

Roberts

power. Others believe that
nationwide injunctions are
away to block the federal
agency (the President)
from overreaching. In the
past, district judges would
avoid ruling on national
events, butthis hasrecent-
ly changed. Ac-
cording to the Har-
vard Law Review,
Bush received
six injunctions,
Obama 12, and
Trump (first term)
64. Presently, after
Chuck only two months
in office, there are
over 127 injunc-
tions attempting
to stop the actions of the
current President.

The Harvard Law Re-
view has recognized the
problem with nationwide
injunctions and has sug-

gested three ways to solve
the problem. The first is to
reform the court system
so that district judges only
have authority in their dis-
trict, not nationwide. The
second is the theory that
the courts can be trusted
to self-regulate their use
of nationwide injunctions
becausethey are well suited
to impose self-disciplining
rules. The third recom-
mendation is to require
nationwide injunctions
be handled by a panel of
at least three judges. This
would make it more diffi-
cult to go judge shopping
since the other two or more
judges could outvote a
radical judge. Congress
has ignored reforms of this
nature.

Article IIT of the U.S.
Constitution gives Con-

gress significant discretion
indetermining the structure
and shape of the federal
judiciary. In recent years,
judges legislating from
the bench have become
a part of the legislative
process, which is not their
role. Most judges exercise
judicial restraint, but a
few go overboard in their
rulings, showing extreme
bias in favor of leftist
ideology, which leads to
judge shopping. Certainly,
jurisprudence (the study,
knowledge, or science of
law)isunderassaultby this
overuse of nationwide in-
junctions initiated by a mi-
nority of judges. Judicial
restraint is typically rooted
in morality. However, in
this day and age, morality
is a value set that is subject
to change without notice.

Alcohol and substance abuse will not take away your fears

SING drugs
and alcohol
will not take

away your problems and
fears. In the short run,
they might make you feel
better, but in the long run
these addictions will only
make things worse.

As a result, here are
eight tips on how to man-
age your persistent fears
and anxieties without
using drugs and alcohol.

1. Take it one day at a
time: Instead of worry-
ing about how you will
get through the rest of
the week or month, try
to focus on today. Each
day can provide us with
different opportunities to

learn new things and that
includes learning how
to deal with your issues.
In addition, you will not
feel overwhelmed with
everything ifyou focus on
one thing at a time.
2.Learnhow tomanage
your fearful thoughts:
When experiencing a
negative thought, read
some positive statements
and affirmations that will
help lift your spirits and
make you feel better.
Remember that your
fearful thoughts may be
exaggerated so balance
these thoughts with realis-
tic thinking and common
sense.
3.Donotdoeverything

all at once: Learn how to
break your fears into a
series of smaller steps.
Completing these smaller
tasks one step at a time
will make the stress more
manageable and increases
your chances of success.
You will also feel more
confidentin getting things
accomplished rather than
worrying about what you
need to do.

4. Drugs and alcohol
are not the answers to
your problems: Getting
the help you need and
learning how to deal with
your situation are the most
effective ways in manag-
ing your fears, anxieties,
and addictions. In time,

you will be become bet-
ter able to maintain your
mental health.
5.Managing your anx-
ieties will take some hard
work: Trying to avoid
your addictions will do
nothing in getting rid of
your fears and anxieties.
Sooner or later, you will
have to confront your
mental health issues. Re-
member that all you can
do is to do your best each
day, hope for the best, and
take things in stride.

6. Drugs and alcohol
can make things difficult:
Drugs and alcohol can
make your problems even
more complicated. Many
professionals have said

that substance abuse will
only add more misery to
your situation. Be smart
and learn how to cope
with your mental health
issues the right way.

7. Talk to a former
addict: If you think that
drugs and alcohol will
solve your problems,
then try talking to some-
one who has already
been down that road. By
talking to a former addict,
you will get the truth on
how substance abuse can
ruin your life.

8. Take advantage of
the help that is available
around you: If possible,
talk to a professional who
can helpreduce your fears

and anxieties. They will
be able to provide you
with additional advice
and insights on how to
deal with your current
situation. By talking to a
professional, aperson will
be helping themselves in
the long run because they
will become better able to
deal with their problems in
the future.

Stan Popovich is the
author of “A Layman's
Guide to Managing Fear”
which covers a variety
of techniques that can
drastically improve your
mental health. For more
information, please visit
Stan'’s website at http://
www.managingfear.com

Letter to the Editor: Liberty is fragile

EAReditor,
If the mean-
ing of America

could be expressed in
a single word, it would
surely be “Liberty”.

The Declaration of In-
dependence declared Lib-
erty to be an “unalienable
right” with which we are
endowed by our Creator.

to secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and
our posterity.”

The founders believed
that Liberty belongs to the
People individually and
collectively — and that the
enemy of Liberty is govern-
mentwithunbridled power.
The great genius of our Con-
stitution was the division of

legislative (to enact laws),
the executive (to carry out
those laws), and the judicial
(to interpret the laws
and the Constitu-

in grave danger. Congress
seems to have ceded much
of its legislative power

to the President. At

tion) — a system of
checks and balances
designed to prevent
the concentration of
governmentpowerin
one person.

the same time, the
President seems to
be on the verge of
usurping the judicial
power of the courts
by simply ignoring
unfavorable court rulings

them. If successful, these
actions, in combination,
would concentrate all leg-
islative, executive and ju-
dicial power solely in the
President. Our Constitu-
tional Republic would be
no more.

Where this will all lead
remainsto be seen. But Lib-
ertyis fragile and, once lost,

Constitutional Convention
in 1787, Benjamin Franklin
was asked “Well, Doctor,
what form of Government
have we got, a Republic or
a Monarchy?” to which he
famously replied, “a Re-
public, if you can keep it.”

That remains an open
question.

Our Constitution declares  governmental power be- Now, it seems, this Con-  and attempting to remove  would bedifficulttoregain. Alan Cooper,
that it was established “...  tweenthreebranches—the stitutional system may be the judges who have made At the conclusion of the Rochelle
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Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow
*Teresa Haggestad
Kelly Johnson

Lanning Nicoloff

Sheri Klindera

Susan Sevedge

Darci Waltrip

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages
responsible letters to the editor on
subjects of interest to our readers.
Editing may be necessary for space,

clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel,
but ideas will not be altered. All letters
must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the
street address nor phone number
will be printed. Letters should be

typed or legibly handwritten, and no
anonymous letters will be published.
Any letters from boards or organizations
must include at least one name of
an individual. Any criticism of public
officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or
actions made in office, as personal
attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between
the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will

be published, however letters from
candidates endorsing themselves will
not be printed. Letters may be dropped
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO.
Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed
(news@rochellenews-leader.com.)
The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor
for any reason, and letters chosen for
publication do not necessarily reflect
the views of this newspaper.
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Thomas Plumb of Rochelle served
in the United States Marine Corps from 1955-1959. He
was in charge of a motor pool at 29 Palms Marine Base
in California for most of his time in the service.

Plumb grew up in Lisle, Illinois and graduated from
high school and went to work for a railroad. Six months
after that, he chose to enlist in the Marines after his se-
lective service status was 1A, which he figured would
cause him to be drafted at some point soon.

In 1955, Plumb reported to boot camp at Marine Corps
Recruit Depot San Diego in California for 10 weeks of
training. He spentan additional two weeks onrifle training
at the nearby Camp Matthews.

“I was very good at rifle and rated high expert at that,”
Plumb said. “Back then we used open-sight rifles. We
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Rochelle Foods

- : Rochelle.Post403@gmail.com
815-766-0208
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Job Opportunities
1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle

Conmunity Hospital

900 N SECOND ST, ROCHELLE, IL
815-562-2181
ROCHELLEHOSPITAL.COM

shot from 200, 300 and 500 yards. At 500 yards, one click
of wind will move your bullet three feet. You had to be
pretty accurate to shoot in those days. After rifle training
and graduation, I went to Camp Pendleton in Oceanside,
California for five weeks of recon training. That was an
elite group. We really went through hell for five weeks.
We went up and down mountains and they’d take us out
in the ocean and dump us five miles out and tell us to
swim to shore. It was just constant for five weeks. And
then I graduated from that.”

Plumb was then assigned to 29 Palms Marine Base
in California in the Mojave Desert. He was assigned to
a gun battalion there, but was placed in an office before
being moved to driving in a motor pool less than a month
later. He drove a 10-ton truck and picked up rounds from
the Navy base in San Diego to be shot in the field at 29
Palms, which is 50 square miles in the desert and provided
a lot of room for firing weapons.

“I did well in the motor pool and the staff sergeant there
liked me,” Plumb said. “He had to move on to supply and
wanted me to take over the motor pool section, but [ was
only a corporal. They granted me special movement up
to staff sergeant for just that time. That’s where I stayed
up until I was discharged. I then left the service in 1959
and came back home to Illinois and went back to work
for the railroad.”

Plumb said he chose to enlist because he didn’t want
to get drafted at an inopportune time, and because he
didn’t want to serve in the United States Army.

“I chose the Marines because I probably thought I was
tough,” Plumb said. “I’m not sure why. There was just
something about the Marines. I read that they were the
besttrained. When [ was at 29 Palms we packed our bags.
That’s when Eisenhower sent the troops to Lebanon for
an uprising and we were attached to the First Division
Marines. Then they sent another division instead of us.
That was the only time I thought I may be deployed.”

Plumb called the Marine Corps training “tough” and
said from the time he got off the bus from the airport, he
knew he was in the Marine Corps. His platoon started with
68 men in boot camp and only 43 remained at graduation.

“The rest didn’t make it,” Plumb said. “A lot of them
got out on medical conditions. Some went over the fence
and just left. It weeds people out. It’s a mental thing.
What they do is completely tear you down and then build
you back up. It takes a lot of discipline. You better know
your military book of what you’re supposed to do. You
don’t go into a building with your hat on unless you’re
under arms. If you’re out on the sidewalk and you meet
an officer, you’d better damn well salute them.”

Plumb was on several trips to take equipment to San
Diego to load onboard Navy ships. He was also onboard
ships for training exercises in the Pacific, such as going
on the ocean and “attacking” Camp Pendleton.

One of the more unique experiences related to Plumb’s
service was returning home to Illinois to get his car before
driving it all the way back out to California on Route 66,
or as he called it, “The Mother Road.”

Plumb’s civilian career included working as an exec-
utive and investigator for the railroad before working in
the freight forwarding industry. When he retired and his
daughter lived in the area, he decided to move to Rochelle
and buy a pickup truck, a bass boat and a set of golf clubs.
He’s lived in the Hub City since 2001. He’s involved with
the Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K and American Legion
clubs. He’s 88 years old.

“I’vereally enjoyed being out here all this time,” Plumb
said. “It’s peaceful here. I think my service and everything

Thank You to AM#OW

Service Men & Wemen,
W & prefemf.

MAINTAIN YOUR SMILE
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1001 Lincotn Huwy, Rochelle | 815-562-2030
1110 South Mulford Road, Rockford | 815-398-3879
5473 Retmer Drive, Roscoe | 815-623-2793
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5. MARINE CORPS BASE

CAMP PENDLETON

I learned while I was in the Marines helped me with my
career and my life since. It taught me how to read people.
I’ve always remarked that I could get along with people
because I could read them.”

Honoring Our American Hero is a series that prints twice
amonthinthe News-Leader. If you know a military veteran
you would like to have featured, contact Jeff Helfrich at
Jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.comorcall 815-561-2151.
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Rochelle’s Plumb served in U.5. Marine Corps 1 from 1955-1959
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(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Thomas Plumb of Rochelle served in the United States Marine Corps from 1955-1959. He was in charge of a motor pool at 29 Palms Marine Base in California for most of his time in the service. Plumb grew up in Lisle, lllinois and
graduated from high school and went to work for a railroad. Six months after that, he chose to enlist in the Marines after his selective service status was 1A, which he figured would cause him to be drafted at some point soon.
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Lagerhausen joins Stillman Bank
as ag banking representative

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Stillman Bank
is pleased to welcome
Logan Lagerhausen as ag
banking representative. In
his position, Logan will be
involved with all phases of
agricultural lending. He
will be located primarily in
the bank’s Stillman Valley
office, 101 E. Main St.,
but will assist customers
at all six Stillman Bank
locations.

Logan graduated from
Stillman Valley High
School and earned his

Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Agribusiness with
an emphasis in Agricul-
tural Engineering and
Technology from the
University of Wisconsin
Platteville.

“We are excited to
welcome Logan to our
banking team,” Thomas
R. Hughes, Stillman Bank
president and CEO, said.
“His education and back-
ground in agribusiness
will play a key role in his
ability to serve new and
existing customers.”

For more information
on Lagerhausen or to find
out more about Stillman
Bank’s products and ser-
vices, please contact(815)
645.2266 or visit www.
stillmanbank.com.

Stillman Bank is an
independently owned
community bank founded
in 1882.

The bank has approx-
imately $595 million
in assets and operates
full-service banking of-
fices in Byron, Oregon,
Rochelle, Rockford, Ros-

Logan Lagerhausen

coe/Rockton and Stillman
Valley.

Ogle County 4-H
families give back
to Liberty Village

Ogle County 4-H
families donated craft
items to Liberty Village
of Rochelle. The
Activities Department
will be able to use the
items in group activities
and distribute items to
the residents. Pictured
left to right: Colleen
Woodruff, activity
director and Rachel
Toth, activity assistant.
(Courtesy photo)
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Feb. 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 1 - Gary Tarvestad, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 2 - Danica Rogers, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 3 - Jim Neisel, St. Charles, $25

Mar. 4 - Stacey Ansteth, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 5 - Zoey Schabacker, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 6 - Heather Lara, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 7 - Pat Fletcher, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 8 - Brock Sutton, Mendota, $25

Mar. 9 - Kelly Johnson, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 10 - Joe McKinney, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 11 - John Conley, Waterman, $25

Mar. 12 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 13 - RMTD, $25

Mar. 14 - Larry Hageman, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 15 - Mariah Coffey, Dixon, $25

Mar. 16 - Rick McConaghie, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 17 - Jan Thompson, Rochelle, $250

Mar. 18 - Dale Galland, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Jeffrey J. Musselman, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 20 - Rick McBride, Rochelle, $25

= BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES —_— Mar. 21 - Priscilla Escutia, Rochelle, $25
: “’2
a March 25 March 26 March 30 — Mar. 22 - Connie Fallon, Rockton, $25
— — —_ Chaz&Kathy Conant LeeAnn Komadina Grace Olson = —
% (anniversary) Kim Dougherty = Mar. 23 - Jeff Bresson, Compton, $50
_—— Liz Danekas Bernie & Anna Sexton April 1 —
—_— Shaun Rosenbach (anniversary) Theresa Crystal D —— Mar. 24 - Dana LaTour, Rochelle, 525
-_ .::'_'_. Mar. 25 - Janeth Vazquez, Rochelle, $25
- — o— . ——m —

g
— U0 —

il

|

s

Mar. 26 - David Atkinson, Oregon, $25

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

¥

‘e~ Coffee Break

15 Unfortunate

24 Scored 100 on

25 Buckeyes' 57

59

Weekly SUDOKU

o 2 8|4 1[3
. s8|la4a|1|5|7
King Crossword s|7|[o|e[1|2]a|5
O 8
ACROSS 1 2 I3 4 |5 6 |7 s 9 [10 |11 S 5 7 >
1 Menagerie
4 Embedded |12 13 14 2|7 4
] slp__)ies| 2 S 5 3
"Frontline"
airer 4 =2 9 S
12 Year in Spain 6 2
13 Empathlc Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
WOI'dS that each row across, each colur_nn down and each
14 Land infa mer S R rers et e e mime.

17 "Wham!"

18 Ga. neighbor € Moderate @ € Challenging

19 Tabloid sub- @ € @ HOO BOVY!
JeCtS © 2025 King Features Synd._, Inc.

21 Cal — (base-
ball's "Iron - - N
M - CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

SCh. Clue: | equals Y
26 Crateredge 54 Fiddlestick 5 South Pacific 27 Speedometer ITE FGOQQOI HOS'M JZUU MWOM
28 Succinct 55 Ten — (long region stat
31 Shakespeare odds) 6 Restroom, for 29 Biblical king WGOCI, JEUHEQOF VEI
title starter 56 Flying saucer short 30 Jittery UZMMZSYV TCGE MWGEG
33 LAPD alet 57 New England 7 WriterJong 32 Poses ]
35 Peruse cape 8 Choose 34 Imploring WG’U DEFQI FGHTVSZAODQG.
36 Sasha's sister 58 Trudges 9 Fantasy 37 Conforms \__ ©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. -/
38 Withit,once 59 Apply cream 10 Shapeless 39 Locales
40 Summer mo. mass 42 Pub seat y|6¢i8|€111416)9 Wlols ‘3j0ezuBoda Aing S8
41 Norms (Abbr) DOWN 11 Stitches 44 Employ 98151216/clviE]} o ' ‘
43 Inamorose 1 Microwave 16 '60sAtty. 45 Exileisle f i é g g ‘Z g g g ATl . Oy I Bunys
way 2 Yoko from General 46 Inert gas FIIE ORI ‘
45 Concludesby  Tokyo 20 Lustylook 50 Brit's restroom g é g ; g g g ? Z ﬁg nfsfo fnf Jefnosnu AA%H
47 Tank filler 3 Tic-tac-toe 21 Meander 51 Flop SEE PUL SSIU 1 Uea fiieal no
. . . gls|v|z|L]9]6]L]E Ju} SSI }UeY Affes) NOA
48 Zodiac cat win 22 Actress 52 One — kind Mo1d
. . . 6/C]9(€[L|G]|L|V]|8 EIRI
49 Precinct 4 Bette in Fisher 53 Sailor e /6 v 8lolzlg| EEE JoNSUR
canine "Beaches” 23 Earns romsuy "SUIW Zg oW1} uonnjos
: , SIamsuy
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. — nvoans Ameem — DIOMSSOT) ﬁu!x o d!nb()ld&]l)
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VCCT: ‘This is a welcomed challenge for us and our cast and we’re excited to have something different’

From page 1

The assistant director
of the production will
be Amy Frank. The cast
includes Terry Camplain
as Andy Dufresne, Norm
Read as Red, Ken Man-
ning as Warden Stam-
mas, Hynek as Hadley,
JR Peach as Bogs, Doug
Kroupaas Brooksie, Steve
Frank as Entwistle, Cam-
ryn Whitaker as Rooster,
Jason Crowell as Rico,
Zach Crabtree as Tommy,
and Kim Ekes as Dawkins.

Hynek will be marking
his directorial debut with
the show. The cast of 11 is
a mixture of theater veter-
ans and members that will
perform on a stage for the
first time.

“I’ve enjoyed that be-
cause you can see the
veteran cast members
providing guidance to
the new people,” Hynek
said. ”Doing a stage show
that’sa well-known movie
can be tough, because
you know people will be
expecting the movie. But
it just can’t be that. It will
be more like the novela.
We’ve done shows that
were movies before. It’s
just adifferent approach.”

Amy Frank saidastrong
drama isn’t a typical pro-
duction for VCCT, as the
community theater group

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The assistant director of the production will be Amy Frank. The cast includes Terry Camplain as Andy Dufresne, Norm Read as Red, Ken
Manning as Warden Stammas, Hynek as Hadley, JR Peach as Bogs, Doug Kroupa as Brooksie, Steve Frank as Entwistle, Camryn Whitaker as
Rooster, Jason Crowell as Rico, Zach Crabtree as Tommy, and Kim Ekes as Dawkins.

doesalotof comedies and
family-friendly shows.
She also serves as the
VCCT board president.
“This is a welcomed
challenge for us and our

cast and we’re excit-
ed to have something
different,” Amy Frank
said. “What’s tough about
acting in dramas is you
can’t rely on the crowd’s

laughter. You’re on your
own up there.”

Amy Frank said she’s
excited to see how crowds
react to ‘The Shawshank
Redemption’.

“It’s an interesting
show because of the con-
flictpeople may feel about
the characters,” Frank
said. “It’s a story where
you may like the charac-

ters but they’re not good
people. It’s set in prison,
where people have done
bad things to get to. You
haveto come to terms with
that when you watch it.”

Ogle County youth rank high at the Northwest Reglonal Horse Competltlon

DIXON — Five Ogle
County 4-H local youth
competed inthe Northwest
Regional Competition for
[llinois 4-H Horse Bowl
and Hippology earlier this
month and were rewarded
fortheir efforts. This event
was held at Sauk Valley
Community College in
Dixon.

The 4-H Horse Bowl
and Hippology provides
an opportunity for youth
enrolledin4-H horse proj-
ects to demonstrate their
knowledge of equine-re-
lated subject matter in
a competitive setting.
These contests provide
an educational experience
for both participants and
spectators. Youths work
as a team to answer ques-
tions and compete against
other teams in the same
class. They also work

individually to answer
questions. Some 4-H’ers
also complete a written
exam based on their
knowledge.

The Ogle County 4-H
Junior Horse Bowl team
placed first out of nine
teams and will compete
at the Illinois State 4-H
Horse Bowl contest next
month. The Junior team
members are Adalyn
Bocker, Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Lily Hongsermei-
er, and Stella Lombar-
dozzi. Addison Diehl is
also a team member but
wasn’t at the Regional
competition. In Junior
Individual points, Ada-
lyn ranked second, Lily
ranked fifth, and Kenzie
was eighth.

Addison Yordy com-
peted for her first year in
the Senior Horse Bowl

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ogle County 4-H Junior Horse Bowl and Hippology team members (left) pictured left to right: Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Lily Hongsermeier, Adalyn Bocker, Stella Lombardozzi, and Addison Yordy. Ogle County 4-H Junior
Horse Bowl Regional champions (right) pictured left to right: Adalyn Bocker, Stella Lombardozzi, Kenzie
Hongsermeier, and Lily Hongsermeier.

division and was placed
on the Bureau County
team. She scored fourth
place overall for Senior
Individual points. She
also placed first in the In-

termediate Horse Judging
portion.

In Hippology, Kenzie
Hongsermeier placed fifth
in the Junior division.
Addison Yordy placed

second, and Adalyn Bock-
erplaced third in the Inter-
mediate division. Adalyn
also placed third overall
in the Intermediate Oral
Questions. In April, all

three girls will compete
at the Illinois State 4-H
Hippology contest.

Congratulations to all,
and good luck with the
state contests.

Kish College unveils Art1ﬁc1al Intelhgence Implementation Playbook

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College has created
an Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Implementation
Playbook to address
changing technology ad-
vancements in higher
education. The playbook
was officially unveiled
during the March Kish-
waukee College Board of
Trustees meeting.

The Al playbook pro-
vides steps and goals to
help use Al and explore
new technologies at the
College. Kish will use the
tools within the playbook
to improve teaching and
learning, student experi-
ences, and overall orga-
nizational effectiveness
by taking a planned and
collaborative approach.

“The Al Implemen-
tation Playbook is a re-
sponsive and evolving
resource that reflects
Kishwaukee College’s
commitment to innova-
tion and excellence in
education. This plan is
very adaptable and will be
updated to address chang-

es in technology and the
needs of our students,”
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz,
president of Kishwaukee
College.

Over the past year, the
college has developed the
Alplaybook through con-
versations with industry
leaders, organizations and
other colleges on the fore-
front of Al technology.
From these discussions,
Kish outlined a four-step
approach to implementing
Al — researching indus-
try best practices, track-
ing Al-related activities,
developing a technology
integration and product
development process, and
fostering a culture that
promotes experimenta-
tion, awareness, literacy
and adoption.

Various college de-
partments have already
started using Al tools
to improve workflows.
Several faculty mem-
bers are integrating Al
into the classroom to
enhance student learning
by offering personalized

writing feedback, foster-
ing critical analysis of
Al-generated content, and

supporting research. The
college has also provided
many professional devel-

oy
LI T

L1l i |

opment opportunities to
help empower employees
to utilize Al technologies.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Kishwaukee College has created an Artificial Intelligence (Al) Implementation Playbook to address changing
technology advancements in higher education.

Learn more about
Kishwaukee College
at kish.edu.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Office announces St. Patrick’s Day enforcement results

OREGON—TheOgle
County Sheriff’s Office
announced it issued 103
total citations during the
St. Patrick’s Day enforce-
ment period. Citations

were issued for various
offenses including: One
arrest for driving under
the influence, 11 arrests
for suspended, revoked or
no valid driver’s licenses;

19 citations for uninsured
motorists; 34 citations for
speeding violations; 36
citations for other viola-
tions; two citations for
cannabis violations and

three citations for seatbelt
violations.

“We strongly enforce
traffic laws for one reason
— to save lives,” Sheriff
Brian VanVickle said.

The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces
with state and local law
enforcement and highway
safety partners in the St.
Patrick’s Day enforce-

ment campaign.

The safety effort was
funded by federal highway
safety funds administered
by the Illinois Department
of Transportation.
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2024 Inductees

Jessica Marin, Ann

Caleb Wyssbrod, Xi

Sydney Carmichael,

Olivia Faivre, Viviana

Livingston, Abby Met

Ost, Frankie Pelan, Taely g

Jackson Smith, Yaretzi Villalobos, Zoe ite

2025 Inductees

Seniors

Evileth Mendez-Arguelles, Luis Blas, Jocelyn Cervantes,
Isabella Chavez, Logan Frye, Trent Kreider, Lucas Smardo,
Brisa Zepeda

Juniors

Isabella Biggs, Addison Bingham, Ryelee Bogle, Abigail
Bozinovich, Meridith Bruns, Hailey Bunger,

*Rafaela Canaan, Mary Chadwick, Kyrie Cragin, Jaydin
Dickey, Kyler Dickson, Matilda Gonser, Mark Green, Bobbie
Henning, Emely Hernandez, Brooklyn Hull,

Cambrey Rodeghero, Aubry Simms, Rylie Thomas, Ashley
Villanueva, Levi Waddle

*Honorary NHS member

Congratulations to the RTHS Art Interstate 8 participants

RTHS proudly hosted the exhilarating 2025 1-8 Conference,

bringing together talented students from Sycamore, Ottawa,

Kaneland, Morris, and LaSalle-Peru for an inspiring showcase of : ; -
artistic excellence! A huge congratulations to our incredible artists Alejandra Garcia Paz. e AP e il ohesplnipesiinsito
who earned top honors in the competition: 1st Place — Alejandra S — ,
Garcia (Photo Altered); 2nd Place — Bella Biggs (Sculpture No 3

Clay), Sawyer Stockton (Printmaking) and Abby Losoya (Jewelry,

Textile, Crafts); 3rd Place — Elyse Manning (Ceramics Wheel

Thrown), Izzy Dorwaldt (Drawing Neutral) and Denia Rincon

(Mixed Media). We are so proud of our talented students for their

hard work and creativity! Way to shine, RTHS!

Sawyer Stockton.

Denia Rincon. 3rd nlace. Mixed Medi:

WA XS AV ENTING [IN] AL

April 18 & 21 NO SCHOOL
RTHS Board Meeting 5:30pm

dule Release

‘- NORTHERN ILLINOIS
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

sharing knowledge & wealth

817 W Lincoln Hwy Suite E
DeKalb, IL 60115

815-669-1599

KISHWAUKEE
— COLLEGE —

Helping you create the life you want.

kish.edu

www.mynifcu.com
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= : GIRLS FALL AT HARLEM
- ” Ca [, The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team
- %) ' : ; ﬁk ; kicked off its season at Harlem on Friday.
| e G See page 4 for more details

RTHS Track & Field

A
(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Senior Erin Murphy (left), along with junior Andrew Nuyen and senior Jack Tilton (right), have qualified for the 2025 lllinois Top Times Indoor State Meet at the Shirk
enter in Bloomington this coming weekend. The trio led Rochelle’s boys and girls track and field teams to third-place finishes at the Warrior Invitational in Sterling.

Rochelle trio advances to indoor state meet

Murphy sets new school record as RTHS teams take third at Warrior Invitational

BY RUSSELL HODGES heights, placing first with times,” said Tilton, who of qualifying for the IHSA myteammates,coachesand attempt to repeat at the state
SPORTS EDITOR a personal-best clearance was within inches of ad- state meet over each of the familyalwaysbelieveinme meet this weekend.
of 1.94 meters (6 feet 4 /4 vancing to the outdoor state  lasttwoyears. Alreadyafull and support me.” “It's great to be able to
STERLING —Astron-  inches) and taking home meet last season. “It felt so  inch over his season record Junior Andrew Nuyen compete at the Shirk Cen-
gerandbouncierJack Tilton  one of two field event vic- rewarding to complete that  from last year, Tiltonis con-  will join Tilton at this year’s  ter,” Nuyensaid. “It'sa great
set a new personal record tories for the Hubs. Tilton, goal. T would love to keep  tinuing to strive for greater indoor state meet, which environment and I hope to
in the high jump competi- who helped lead Rochelle the train rolling and try and  heights. runsfromMarch28-29atthe  jumpwell. Idon'twanttoput
tion on Saturday, when the  to third out of six schools set another PR and go for “I think  have improved ~ Shirk Center in Blooming- a number on what [ want to
Rochelleseniorfinishedfirst  in the boys competition, is a medal at the indoor state mostinmy strength,” Tilton ~ ton. Having already quali- jump,butitwouldbe greatto
atthe Warrior Invitationalin  one of three RTHS athletes meet. I'm most looking said. “I feel much stronger fied fortheindoorstatemeet ~winagain. Winning last year
Sterlingwhilealsopunching  who will head south for the  forward to the atmosphere and bouncier than last year, prior to the Warrior Invita- was a crazy turn of events
histicketto the 2025 I1linois  indoorstatemeet, whichwill ~ there. From what I have and my goals for the rest of  tional on Saturday, Nuyen thatI'llremember forever. It
Top Times Indoor State be held at Illinois Wesleyan ~ seen, it’s electric and I’'m  the year are to try and keep ~ finishedfirstinthepolevault ~ will mean a lot not just for
Championship. University’s Shirk Center.  excited to be a part of it.” moving up that all time over the weekend, clearing metowinagain, but formy
Entering Saturday’s meet “The feeling was unreal Saturday’s meet marked leader board for high jump-  a height of 4.65 meters (15 parents to see that excite-
within leaping distance of to have waited so long and  the third high jump victory ers and compete at the state  feet 3 inches). The defend- ment one more time.”
the state qualifying stan- been so close to competing  ofthe season for Tilton,who level again in May. I have ing indoor state champion
dard, Tilton soared to new at the state level multiple has been right on the cusp ~ great people around meand ~ inthe pole vault, Nuyen will See TRACK page

RTHS Boys Basketball (COURTESY PHOTOS)

LILLE Bl
s

o, N

Hubs receive RTHS and Interstate 8 Conference awards at team banquet

The Rochelle Hub basketball program held its season-ending awards banquet this past Wednesday evening. Among the Academic All-Conference honorees (above)

were Mason Ludwig, Jack Tilton, Elijah Harley, Carson Lewis, Brode Metzger, Van Gerber, Martiese Pogue, Reece Harris and Warren Schweitzer. RTHS award winners

(bottom left) were Elijah Harley (McFadden Award), Cohen Haedt (Hall Free Throw Award), Carson Lewis (1,000 points), Mason Ludwig (Defensive Award) and Brody
Bruns (Hoffman Rebounding Award and Hackett MVP Award). Carson Lewis (Honorable Mention) and Brody Bruns earned All-Conference honors (bottom left).
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

Stillman

BANK

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com §

Home & auto.
Easy & affordable.

Call me for a quote today

&> StateFarm'

Local People Providing Local Service
B.) Rochelle
] U
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Water:s\Waste\Water,
Electric: i GCommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

. )
Rihelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Small or Big Construction
Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queen’s Trucking & n
Construction, Inc.

322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

If you can dream it, we can build it.

Hiring
ClassJACDL
yiDriversTs

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

MEYER

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: Two years.
Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?
A: Learning from myself and
getting better.
Q: What is your favorite school
subject and why?

A: Agriculture and biology
because I learn a lot more about
things and they are interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role
model and why?

A: My older brother because |

Kara
Hull

Year: Freshman

Sport: Track

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year in track.
Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?

A: I enjoy the feeling of
accomplishment after each
practice.

Q: What is your favorite school
subject and why?

A: Photography because I really
like the teacher and we do fun
projects in this class.

Q: Who is your biggest role
model and why?

A: My older sister because she's
involved in a lot of extra

Gwendolyn
O’Dell
Year: Freshman

Sport: Track

see how hard he works and that
makes me want to work harder.
Q: What is your dream job and
why?

A: I dont really have any jobs in
mind yet but I'm exploring new
things.

Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?

A: Iceland because it’s so pretty.
Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: I can do the sport I love to
participate in.

curriculars, but she still keeps
good grades and excels in school.
Q: What is your dream job and
why?
A: To become a physical therapist
because I think I would enjoy it.
Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?
A: Going camping in Michigan
with my family.

Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: I 'love the culture that the
various sports at RTHS have.
Everyone respects and helps each
other.

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery

1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle
Lic# 055-013999 (81 5) 562-8784;

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A Electric

\ FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Residential e Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Brung ==

Construclion, Ine,  Established 1997

¢ Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Rees e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle of
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. §

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

« Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

+ Hand dipped ice cream . #*
(16 flavors) 'i&

FXCUUNTRISCHOUI

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT £
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039 2

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES - PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

HOME

EVE . ﬁ AUTO ~ LIFE
%; BUSINESS
Go Hubs!
Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL
815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com
License IL, WI, & Ml Insurance

MORTGAGE LOAN 4
ORIGINATOR
NMLS: 2516202
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SPORTS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

The Rochelle Hub track and field team finished third during the Warrior Invitational in Sterling on Saturday. The Rochelle Lady Hub track and field team also took third,
with freshman Carol Carpenter (below) winning the 1600-meter run. The Hubs scored 80 points and the Lady Hubs tallied 83 points in the meet.

TRACK: Rochelle teams take third at Warrior Invitational in Sterling

From page 1

Rounding out Ro-
chelle’s indoor state quali-
fiers is senior Erin Murphy,
who setanew school record
for the Lady Hubs dur-
ing Saturday’s meet. Just
a second-year track and
field athlete, Murphy won
the shot put competition
with a personal record of
10.94 meters (35 feet 10
4 inches), shattering the
previousschoolrecord of 35
feet 2 /2 inches established
by Stephanie Orlikowski in
1994. Murphy has earned
top-3 finishes in all four of
her indoor meets this year.

“I was really excited,”
Murphy said. “My goal was
to qualify and I was really
hoping for a PR. I've been
looking for a PR all year
and something clicked.
Coach [Zach] Miller has
been working with me a
lot, which has been great. ..
I’m really excited and it’ll
be good to see where I am
against some really good
competition. Being around
a bunch of girls who are at
the same level or better than
me will be good for me to
see because I can watch and
learn from them too.”

Murphy’s PR from Sat-
urday’s meet eclipsed her
indoor PR from last season
by nearly eightinches. Mur-
phy, whofinished thirdinthe
shot put with an outdoor PR
of 10.51 meters (34 feet 5
¥a inches) during the [HSA

2A Sectional last year, said
her goals for the rest of this
season include breaking the
outdoor school record of 37
feet 1 inch set by Deanne
Kester in 1986.

“l wanted to make the
indoor and outdoor state
meets this year, so we’re
halfway to that goal,” Mur-
phy said. “I want to hope-
fully hit 12 meters and break
the outdoor school record,
so we’re getting close to
those. I wasn’t expecting
to break the indoor record,
so | want to keep pushing
and see what distance I can
get. We’re moving faster
than I expected. .. ’ve been
working on getting my shot
up higher and that’s some-
thing that clicked for me on
Saturday.”

Both the Hubs and Lady
Hubs finished third at the
Warrior Invitational on
Saturday, with the boys
scoring 80 points and the
girlstallying 83 points. With
theindoor season coming to
a close, Rochelle will start
the outdoor season at the
LaSalle-Peru Invitational
on Saturday, April 12.

Varsity Boys

Junior Jonathan Bear-
rows led Rochelle in the
long jump, taking second
with a leap of 6.12 meters.
Senior Virgil O’Dell, who
finished fifth in the long
jump with a leap of 5.68
meters, also earned atop-10
triple jump performance,

taking ninth with a mark of
10.74 meters. Senior Jacob
Ost was the top thrower for
the Hubs, placing 14th in
the shot put with a heave of
11.67 meters.

Rochelle landed top-
6 finishes in each of the
three relays on Saturday.
The Hubs took fourth in
both the 3200-meter relay
(Declan McGee, Elijah
Mayen, Pedro Rosales
and Tyler Johnson) with
a time of 9:11.19 and the
1600-meter relay (Pedro
Rosales, Hunter Bivins,
Jackson Smith and Aaron
DeClerck) with a time of
3:52.17. Rochelle finished
sixth in the 800-meter relay
(Hunter Bivins, Nathan
Rosas, Virgil O’Dell and
Richard Pierce) with a time
of 1:39.49.

Freshmen spearheaded
the charge in the distance
events, as Eduardo Cisneros
and Gregory Smith went
first and third with PR times
0f12:51.93 and 13:35.341in
the 3200-meterrelay before
Tyler Johnsonrana PR time
0f 4:43.50 for third place in
the 1600-meter run. Junior
Declan McGee scored a
victory in the middle dis-
tance area, claiming the
800-meter run with a PR
time of2:11.29 while junior
teammate Elijah Mayen
finished in fifth place with
a time of 2:19.09.

Senior Chris Hickey led
Rochelle in the sprints, tak-
ing fourth in the 400-meter

dash with a time of 58.77
seconds. Senior Richard
Pierce placed eighth in
the 200-meter dash with a
time of 24.59 seconds and
sophomore Jaden Martina
finished 10thinthe 60-meter
dashwithatimeof7.50 sec-
onds. Sophomore Hunter
Bivins led the charge in the
60-meter hurdles, finishing
fifth with a time of 9.31
seconds while junior Wyatt
Worthingtontook seventhin
9.93 seconds.

Varsity Girls

Senior Dempsey Atkin-
son brought home two field
event victories for the Lady
Hubs during Saturday’s
meet, finishing first in the
high jump with a PR clear-
ance of 1.57 meters (5 feet
1 % inches) and the triple
jump with a PR distance
0f 9.65 meters (31 feet 7
inches). Sophomore Elyse
Manning also shined in the
triple jump finishing fourth
with a distance of 9.46
meters.

Rochelle recorded top-6
finishes in all three relays
on Saturday. The Lady
Hubs ran second in the
3200-meter relay (Carol
Carpenter, Rose Luxton,
Brisa Zepeda and Kyrie
Cragin) with a time of
11:41.22 and third in the
1600-meterrelay (Gwendo-
lyn O’Dell, Jasmine Walsh,
Kyrie Cragin and Elyse
Manning) with a time of
4:33.67. Rochelle finished

sixth in the 800-meter relay
(Gwendolyn O’Dell, Katie
Toczylowksi, Dylan Etes
and Elyse Manning) with
a time of 1:58.18.

The Lady Hubs scored
big points in the distance
and middle distance events.
Freshman Carol Carpenter
won the 1600-meter run
withatime of6:08.82,soph-
omore Vivian Worthington
took third in the 3200-me-
ter run with a time of
15:31.22 and junior Rose
Luxtonplacedsecond inthe
800-meter run with a time
of 2:53.71. Junior Kyrie
Cragin ran an indoor PR to

lead Rochelle in the sprint-
ing events, clocking inat an
even 1:06.00 to take second
placeinthe400-meter dash.

Sophomores Dylan Etes
and Elyse Manning led the
Lady Hubs in the short
sprints, with Etes running a
29.64-second time for ninth
in the 200-meter dash and
Manning finishing seventh
in the 60-meter dash with
a time of 8.56 seconds.
Sophomore Jasmine Walsh
ran Rochelle’s top time
in the 60-meter hurdles,
clocking in with a PR of
10.87 seconds to finish in
sixth place.

C'EMEUDIW
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ROOFING
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Commercial Concrete

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

FREE
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RTHS Girls Soccer

\ 5 &

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

ROCHELLE}

e ot

Rochelle Lady Hubs kick off 2025 varsity soccer season with road loss against Harlem Huskies on Friday evening
The Rochelle Lady Hubs kicked off their varsity soccer season with a nonconference road match against Harlem on Friday evening. Senior midfielder Makayla Lara
posted a team-high five shots on goal for the Lady Hubs, who were unable to score during their 7-0 loss to the Huskies. Sophomore goalkeeper Yana Bartkiv recorded
two saves for the Lady Hubs (0-1, 0-0 Interstate 8), who returned to action with a home match against Stillman Valley on Monday at 4:30 p.m. Senior defender Betty
Flores totaled two shots and one shot on goal, while freshmen Morgan DelLille, Natalie Foster and Evelyn Garcia totaled one shot in the match. Above, senior Betty
Flores (left) Betty Flores holds off Harlem’s Kendall Zanoni and senior Makayla Lara (right) dribbles around Harlem’s Kamila Gomez. Below, freshman Abigail
Dougherty (left) races to the ball and senior Anahi Cervantes (right) dribbles the ball forward.

Illinois High School Association

THSA Board approves significant changes to classification policy
Fixed classification cutoffs,

CHAMPAIGN — The
[llinois High School As-
sociation (IHSA) Board of
Directors met for its regu-
larly scheduled meeting at
the I Hotel in Champaign
on Saturday, March 15,
2025, where the Board
voted to make three sig-
nificant changes to Board
Policy aimed at address-
ing competitive equity
and simplifying the State
Series (postseason) clas-
sification process.

The changes approved
at the meeting will be used
to determine the State Se-
ries classifications for the
2025-26 school year.

In December, as a part
of an ongoing review of
the classification process
by the IHSA Board of
Directors, the Board voted

to alter the classification
process from a two-year
cycle to an annual cycle
beginning in 2025-26. Ad-
ditionally, the Board issued
aquestionnaire to member
schools in January to gain
additional feedback on
multiple topics, including
the ones addressed at the
March meeting.
“Competitive equity
and classifications are a
topical issue here in Illinois
and for state associations
around the country,” said
IHSA Executive Director
Craig Anderson. “No state
has a perfect system, so it
isimportantthat we remain
fluid as a Board and staffto
beabletoreview and adapt
our policies as new trends
emerge and issues evolve.”
The summary of three

wils

Humane Society

PET OF

THE WEEK

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

W

Hi, ’'m Noval I'm a sweet and energetic girl who loves to play and
greet visitors with excitement (I might jump up to say hello!). 'm
house trained, walk well on a leash, and enjoy outdoor adventures,
belly rubs, and car rides! I'm great with other dogs, but not a fan

of cats. I'm fine being left loose in the house when no one’s home
and love curling up in bed at night. | know some basic commands,
but I'm always ready to leam more! If you're looking for a playful,
loving companion who loves to have fun and cuddle, | might be the

perfect match for youl

changes approved at the
March Board Meeting are
highlighted below:
1.Move Back To Fixed
Classification Cutoffs

Beginning in 2025-26,
IHSA sports and activi-
ties with multiple classes
will have predetermined
enrollment classification
cutoffs. The classification
cutoffs by sports/activity
can be viewed here.

The enrollment cutoffs
foreach sport/activity were
determined by starting
with the average classifica-
tion cutoff from the past
four years, then rounding
up or down to nearest 50th
or 100th. Some sports
were then adjusted slightly
based on class participa-
tion trends over the past
two years.

ROCHELLE

Dr. Lynn Deets

- Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
» Surgical Laser

* X-ray

Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Dr. Melissa Corson

“Previously, we used a
percentage-based formula
to determine which State
Series class each school
would compete in,” said
Anderson. “Over half of
the IHSA membership
consists of schools with
500 students or less. Look-
ing at the current enroll-
ment trends in the state,
especially for schools with
enrollments of 600 or less,
wereachedabeliefthatthe
percentage-based formula
system is rapidly going to
create competitive equity
issues in certain sports
and activities. Returning
to a set enrollment cutoff
system, which the IHSA
used in the two-class era
from 1971 to 2007, should
bring greater consistency
and understanding to the

+ Gas Anesthetic
+ On-site Laboratory
+ Geriatric Care
« Dentistry

www.rochellevet.com
(815) 562-5207

P Oin
VETERINARY HOSPITA V

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt

process for our schools.
The IHSA Board will
evaluate the cutoffs annu-
ally, but it is our hope that
if and when changes are
necessary, we are able to
forecastand reportthemin
advance to aid our schools
in their schedule prepara-
tion.”

2. Multiplier Waiver
Process Changed

In 2005, IHSA member
schools voted to imple-
ment a 1.65 multiplier on
the classification enroll-
mentofits non-boundaried
schools (any school that
is not subject to drawing
its students from a fixed
boundary that traditional
public schools). Over
time, an automatic waiver
of the 1.65 multiplier was
developed based on a

waiver process revision and success adjustment approved

team’s State Series suc-
cess in each sport/activity
Beginning in 2025-26, the
automatic waiver process
will be eliminated and re-
placed by anannual waivet
application process. A
baseline criteria was also
established to establish i
a team will be eligible tc
apply for a waiver.

Non-boundaried
schools eligible for e
waiver, will be required
to apply for it online ir
the IHSA Schools Center
The I[HS A staffwill review
each waiver request with
the school name removec
and vote to approve or
deny. A simple majority
vote will determine the
result.

See IHSA page €

g rooming

Trust with a Groomer is
important - our Groomer has
over 10 years experience &

Please call for appointments

dachS|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming

815-453-2843
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle} 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

expertise.

Call:

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125 \3%

or

to advertise on the
Pet of the Week Page!
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AFCHS Band and Choir attend festivals

Ashton-Franklin Center High School Band and Choir students recently attended the NUIC South Festival and the lllinois Route 72 Festival. At these festivals, band and
choir students worked with other music students in the area to put together a concert in a day or less. This opportunity allows students to perform in a larger ensemble
than they would on a typical day. (Courtesy photos)

Cultivating Connections Workship hlghhghts agrlculture education programs

DIXON - Lee County
Farm Bureau (CFB) re-
cently joined forces with
Lee County Ag in the
Classroom (AITC), Re-
gional Office of Education
(ROE)#47,and Facilitating
Coordination in Agricul-
ture Education (FCAE) to
highlight agriculture and
educational opportunities
duringthe 2025 Cultivating
ConnectionsinAgriculture
workshop.

Around 50 local school
representatives attended the
Cultivating Connections in
Agriculture symposium,
held Feb. 28 at Tetten’s
Grain in Dixon, to learn
more about the value of
agriculture education and
hear strategies for creating
comprehensive agriculture
programs.

“Agriculture is Illinois
No. 1 industry, yet often
those crucial programs are
some ofthe first on the bud-
getlinetobe cut fromapub-
licschool districtoffering,”
said Ashleigh Erbes, Lee

CFB manager. “Cultivating
Connections is intended to
bring in administrators and
local school leaders who
don’tnecessarily haveanag
background or full under-
standing of the ag industry
and provide them with an
enriching experience that
demonstrates the value of
an agriculture education
and why it is so important
and impactful to highlight
agriculture as a career
pathway.”

Cultivating Connections
inAgricultureisintendedto
provide administrators and
local school leaders withan
enriching experience that
demonstrates the value of
agriculture education and
why it is important to high-
lightthe industry asacareer
pathway for students.

During the event, at-
tendees connected with
John Heiser, District 1
Facilitating Coordination
in Agricultural Education
(FCAE) program advisor;
Katie Pratt, Lee County

Agriculture in the Class-
room (AITC) coordinator;
Stacey Dinges, pathways
navigator, Regional Of-
fice of Education (ROE)
#47; Ashleigh Erbes, Lee
CFB manager; and Dr.
Jon Mandrell, vice presi-
dent of Academics and
Students Services at Sauk
Valley Community. 161ocal
school districts promoting
and showcasing their FFA
chapter also attended the
event. Additionally, Illinois
Rep. Brad Fritts (R-Dixon)
and Sen. Li Arellano (R-
Dixon) stopped by to share
legislation in support of
agriculture education pro-
motion.

“Providing support, at
all levels, to an agricul-
ture education program,
is essential for student
success and teacher reten-
tion,” said Stacey Dinges,
Pathway Coordinator with
ROE#47.“The Cultivating
ConnectionsinAgriculture
eventbringstogetherall the
local lifelines that are eas-

ily accessible for an aged
program to thrive.”

Katie Pratt, Lee County
Ag in the Classroom coor-
dinator, said, “Cultivating
Connections is an avenue
to connect all the parts of
the Ag Ed family- schools,

industry, alumni and com-
munity supporters. My hope
is that each person left with
purposeful information that
changes how they see and
interact with their school’s
ag ed program and FFA
Chapter.”

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Lee County Farm Bureau (CFB) recently joined forces with Lee County Ag in the
Classroom (AITC), Regional Office of Education (ROE) #47, and Facilitating Coor-
dination in Agriculture Education (FCAE) to highlight agriculture and educational
opportunities during the 2025 Cultivating Connections in Agriculture workshop.

Lee County Farm Bu-
reau’s mission is to be a
positive voice for agricul-
ture through leadership and
education to improve the
quality oflife and economic
well-being of our members
and community.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office arrests 2 after burglary report

DIXON — On Saturday
afternoon, March 15, the
Lee County Sheriff’s Office
was alerted to a burglary in
progress in the area of U.S.
Route 30 and Walton Road
in rural Dixon. There were
two individuals seen on the
property going in and out of
agarage. Lee County depu-
ties arrived on scene and
arrested Thomas E. Ulve
and Mariann C. Poff.

Ulve, 46 years old from
Rock Falls, was charged
withthe following: Burglary

(class-two felony), posses-
sionofburglarytools(class-
four felony), possession
of a controlled substance
(class-four felony), posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia
(class-A misdemeanor),
criminal trespass to real
property (class-A misde-
meanor) and driving while
license revoked (class-A
aisdemeanor).

Ulve was also held in
custody foranarrest warrant
in DeKalb County for retail
theftand acontemptofcourt

warrant out of Lee County.
Ulve is out of custo-
dy on pending matters in
DeKalb County case num-
ber25CF11 theft(class-four
felony), Lee County Case
number 25CF55 possession
of a controlled substance
(class-four felony), posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia
(class-A misdemeanor) and
Winnebago County case
number 25CM312 theft
(class-A misdemeanor).
Poff, 30 years old, from
Rock Falls, was charged

with the following: Bur-

glary (class-two felony),

possession of burglary

tools (class-four felony),
two counts of possession of
controlled substance (class-
four felony), possession of
drugparaphernalia(class-A
misdemeanor), criminal
trespass to real property
(class-A misdemeanor),
and driving while license
suspended (class-A misde-
meanor).

Poff was also held in
custody for arrest warrants

in DuPage County for fail-
ing to appear for tetail theft
and Dekalb County for
retail theft.

Poff is out of custody
in DuPage County case
number 25CF34 theft
(class-three felony) and
DeKalb County case num-
ber 25CF10 for retail theft
(class-four felony).

In accordance with pro-
visions ofthe Illinois SAFE-
T Act, Ulve and Poff were
given a court date and
released from custody.

The Lee County Sheriff’s
Office was assisted by the
Amboy Police Department.

All charges are merely
anallegation, and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent
until proven guilty.

Citizens are reminded
to call the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office at (815)
284-6631 or Crime stoppers
at 1-888-CAUGHT-U. Call-
ers can remain anonymous
andreceiverewards ofup to
$1,000 if their information
leads to an arrest.

A

&st. 1865

Village of Ashton

LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006
(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

MMCNITY N

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Building

Hourly, daily rentals for

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home

Beverage Lyons Funeral

Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyth.com

Public Library

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate

Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center
CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

Mills & Petrie
Memorial Library and Gymnasium

1l

704 N. 1st St. 1 PO Box 308
Ashton, IL 61006
815-453-5048 | 815-453-5058 (fax)

mplibrary @ashtonil.com
Mon-Thu 1pm-6:30pm | Sat 10am-1pm | Closed Fri & Sun

Call 815-973-8397 or millspetrierentals@
gmail.com to rent the gym, Legion room,
entry hall and/or commercial kitchen
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SPORTS

RTHS Girls Track

Lady Hubs finish sixth at Gary Egler Invitational
Murphy takes third in shot put to lead varsity team, JV team lands in fifth place

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — The
Rochelle Lady Hub track
and field team returned
to Sycamore for the Gary
EglerInvitational on Tues-
day, March 18. The varsity
girls finished sixth out of
13 schools with 35 points,
while the junior varsity
girls took fifth out of 12
schools with 36 points in
the meet.

Varsity

Senior Erin Murphy
earned Rochelle’s top
finish in the field events,
taking third in the shot
put with a throw of 10.07
meters. Senior Dempsey
Atkinson and sophomore
Elyse Manningeach earned
fourth-place finishesin the
field events, with Atkinson

clearing 1.47 meters in the
high jump and Manning
leaping 9.65 meters in the
triple jump. Sophomore
Jasmine Walsh led the
Lady Hubsinthe 55-meter
hurdles, finishing in fifth
place with a time of 10.75
seconds.

Rochelle finished ninth
orbetterin each ofthe three
relayraces. The Lady Hubs
took third in the 3200-me-
terrelay (Rose Luxton, Ky-
rie Cragin, Carol Carpenter
and Brisa Zepeda) with a
time of 11:46.28 and fifth
in the 1600-meter relay
(Kyrie Cragin, Jasmine
Walsh, Elyse Manning
and Gwendolyn O’Dell)
withatimeof4:44.17. The
Lady Hubs placed ninth in
the 640-meter relay (Alex
Neece, Katie Toczylowski,
Ryelee Bogle and Zoe Mal-
ley) withatime of'1:36.87.

Rochelle fared well
in the distance events,
where sophomore Vivian
Worthington took second
in the 3200-meter run
with a time of 15:22.28
and freshman Carol Car-
penter finished fifth in
the 1600-meter run with
a time of 6:11.62. Junior
Rose Luxton led Rochelle
in the middle distance
area, placing sixth in the
800-meter run with a time
of 2:54.01. Freshman
Gwendolyn O’Dell earned
Rochelle’s best finish in
the sprints, taking seventh
in the 55-meter dash with
a time of 7.99 seconds.
Senior Alex Neece ran
a 30.68-second time for
ninth in the 200-meter
dash.

Junior Varsity
Freshman Zoey Scha-

backer led the JV squad in
the field events, finishing
third in the triple jump
with a distance of 8.67
meters. Rochelle shined in
therelays, taking second in
the 3200-meter relay with
a time of 13:09.81. The
Lady Hubs ran a 5:09.68
for fourth in the 1600-me-
ter relay (Brisa Zepeda,
Arline Villanueva, Marley
Cherry and Rose Luxton)
after posting a 1:38.62
in the 640-meter relay
(Kaliyah Cathina, Trinity
Jones, Dylan Etes and
Reese Kissack) for fifth.
Junior Sam Overtonand
freshman Emma Metzger
went fifth and sixth in the
55-meter hurdles with
times of 11.66 and 11.75
seconds. In the distance
and middle-distance areas,
sophomore Lydia Von
Haden took second in

the 1600-meter run with
a time of 7:28.58, while
senior Brisa Zepeda and
freshman Marley Cherry
went fourth and sixth
with times of 3:05.47 and
3:11.87 in the 800-meter
run. In the sprints, sopho-
more Dylan Etes ran a

31.48-second time for
seventh in the 200-meter
dash, while freshman Zoey
Schabacker and sopho-
more Ashley Christy went
seventh and eighth in the
55-meter dash with respec-
tive times of 8.34 and 8.47
seconds.

THSA: Classification policy changes approved at board meeting

From page 4

The IHSA Board will
review the staff votes
and have the discretion to
change them.

“The multiplier waiver
was initially implemented
in hopes of trying to pro-
vide greater competitive
equity to teams who were
being embarrassed in their
multiplied class in certain
sports,” said Anderson.
“Our member schools
have been nearly unani-
mous in expressing their
concerns that the current
waiver system was not
working as intended. The
formulaused to determine
the automatic waivers
wasn’t encompassing
enough data, which cre-
ated too many holes in the

X

»

process. The result was
often teams who were al-
ready highly competitive
in higher classifications
being granted waivers
to play in lower classi-
fications. This new two-
tier process to determine
waivers will encompass
more data that we believe
will improve competitive
equity overall.”

3. Success Adjust-
ment

The IHSA Board made
an adjustment to the Suc-
cess Adjustment Policy.
The Policy was initially
implemented in 2014 and
seeks to provide greater
competitive equity for
non-boundaried schools
who achieve certain levels
of State Final success by
moving them up in clas-

x

Youth programs, schools
and non-profit groups look
to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate
faithfully to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups and
churches — just to name a few. Shouldn’t
we look to those same businesses first
when we need goods and services? Of
course we should!

High rate of return. For every
$100 spent in independently
owned stores, $68 returns to

the community through payroll,

taxes and other expenditures.

Online orders return absolutely nothing to

Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health care in your

hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from

people you know and trust.

Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit to a

specialist or an emergency, you need not
travel. It’s all right here.

sification. The Policy ini-
tially looked at the amount
of State Final success
that occurred over four
years, but was adjusted
to two years when the
IHSA moved to a two-
year classification cycle.
Beginning in 2025-26,
the Success Adjustment
Policy will encompass a
rolling three-year period.
Entering each school year,
if a team has won two
state final trophies in the
past three years in a sport,
they will then be subject to
the adjustment and move
up one class in that sport.
Forexample,aschool who
has won two state final
trophies in a sport/activity
over the course of 2022-
23, 2023-24, and 2024-
25 will be subject to the

Community Unity
Shop - Play -

adjustmentin2025-26. In
2026-27,they will only be
subject to the adjustment
ifthey have two state final
trophies over the course
0f2023-24,2024-25, and
2025-26.

“This Policy has only
been in place foradecade,
so we can continue to
review and explore how
it can be best utilized to
improve competitive eq-
uity,” said Anderson. “The
Board felt like this slight
change in the timeframe
for applying this policy
was a more accurate
measure of a program’s
current competitive stand-
ing. The Board continues
to discuss changes to it,
including the possibility
of applying it to all [HSA
member schools based

on the results of the most
recent membership ques-
tionnaire.”

Anderson summarized
the action taken by the
Board over the past three
meetings related to classi-
fications, while indicating
that their work may not
be done.

“Ultimately, the goal
of these changes is to
create greater competitive
equity by putting more
schools in classifications
where they will face like
competition,” said Ander-
son. “The IHSA Board of
Directors has heard the
concerns member schools
have voiced in recent
years, whether through
direct correspondence, or
indirectly through by-law
amendment proposals.

The Board has addressed
fourareas of Board Policy,
which they control. Dis-
cussions continue among
the membership about
the multiplier itself, and
whether the 1.65 number
remains appropriate in our
currentclassification struc-
ture. The 1.65 figure could
only be changed via a by-
law proposal by a member
school, approval from the
Legislative Commission,
and approval by amember
school vote. We believe the
changes approved by the
Board in December and
March will take significant
strides in improving com-
petitive equity. As a staff,
we will continue to collect
and analyze data so that the
Board and membership can
make informed decisions.”

O Biggest
Benefits

Banking with people who know
you is a luxury found only in
hometowns. You don’t have to
show your ID every time you go

in. You can get a loan from people

who know you and understand your needs,
whether it be money for your first car or
to help your business grow. Local banks
believe in the value of community members
helping one another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is

your neighbor. You don’t have to

convince them that there was a

hail storm, or that the wind nearly took your

roof off. They know because they live here.

Which do you want when you’ve had a bad

day: A face-to-face meeting with your local

agent, or a machine answering the phone

at that big national insurer that advertises
onTV?

Time is money. It’s simple math
(especially when you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping locally can
actually save you both time and

money!

ochelle ™ of Shopping
Rochelle First

Customer service after the sale

is invaluable. Local retailers not

only take responsibility for the

product they sold, they will often

fix it or replace it — no questions

asked. Appliances, furniture, computers
and electronics sometimes have glitches.
Would you rather box yours up, send it to

who knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy that

helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By choosing
to do business locally, you help
maintain Rochelle’s diversity,
charm and appeal; which attracts

new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you
do business of any kind in
Rochelle, it creates and maintains
jobs for others in our area . A
healthy employment rate is the
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy recover?
Start at home.

News-Leader



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2025 ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 2 « PAGE 7

. BUY OR SELL
G I ass If | Ed Place A Classified Ad

ROCHELLE +* HILLCREST + CRESTON + STEWARD +* KINGS +« ASHTON

PAPER
CEILING:

(moun): The invisible barrier that
comes at every turn for workers
without a bachelor’s degree.

See also: no alumni network,
biased algorithms, degree screens,
stereotypes, and misperceptions.

Millions of qualified STARs — workers
Skilled Through Alternative Routes — with
experience, skills and diverse perspectives
are being held back by this silent barrier.

TEAR THE PAPER CEILING.ORG

%* :
STAR A\ Opportunity
= ¥ @Work
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS
Rochelle Municipal Utili-
ties, Ogle County, lllinois
will receive sealed bids
for:

Ritchie to CHS Line
Installation Contract
until 2:00 p.m. local time
on April 10, 2025, at the
City of Rochelle, 420 N.
6th Street, Rochelle, IL

61068.

The plans and specifica-

tions are on file with the

said City of Rochelle for
viewing purposes only.

Copies of the docu-

ments may be acquired

from BHMG Engineers,

Inc., 9735 Landmark

Parkway Suite 110A, St.

Louis, Missouri 63127,

Consulting Engineers for

the said Board. Please

email Amy Wooldridge,

AWooldridge@bhmg.

com with request.

Bids shall be received

for the aforementioned

items.

A certified check or bank

draft on a responsible,

solvent bank, or a satis-
factory bid bond execut-
ed by the bidder and an
acceptable surety com-
pany, payable to the City
of Rochelle, John Bear-
rows, Mayor or Govern-
ment Bonds or cash in
the amount of not less

than five percent (5%)

of bid, shall be submitted

with each bid.

The bid shall be marked

to identify bid package

contents, reference
specification 3422 K003.

The successful bidder

will be required to:

+ Register as a bidder
for this project.

+ Furnish in_duplicate
the following executed
documents:

» Non-Collusion  Affi-
davit

» Bid Form

- Bid Bond, Certified
Check or Money
Order

» And any other doc-
uments as required
by the specifications.

No bid shall be with-
drawn after the opening
of bids without the con-
sent of the Utility for a
period of sixty (60) days
after the scheduled time
of closing bids.
The said City of Rochelle
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids and to
waive any informalities
in bidding, and to deter-
mine and accept the bid
most advantageous to
the Utility.

Date: March 14, 2025

City of Rochelle, lllinois

John Bearrows, Mayor

No. 0321

(March 19, 26 and April

2, 2025)

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Public notice is hereby
given that the City of
Rochelle, IL will receive
sealed bids until 2:00
PM on APRIL 23, 2025
for the construction of
an 8-place T-hangar; in-
cluding site preparation
and grading; pre-engi-
neered steel building
erection; concrete slab
on grade construction;
concrete perimeter slab;
hangar and site electri-
cal; and the application
of landscaping and ero-
sion control measures at
the Rochelle Municipal
Airport, Rochelle, lllinois.
An additive alternate
is included for the sur-
rounding pavements.
Requests for bidding
documents will be filled
by contacting Springfield
Reprographics, 1620 S.
5th Street, Springfield,
lllinois 62703, 217-523-
4632,  www.springfiel-
drepro.com. The docu-
ments will be purchased
by the Contractor, the
cost of which will be non-
refundable.

The successful bidder
shall be bonded, in-
sured, and required to
pay the prevailing rate
for each trade or craft
per the Davis-Bacon
Wage Determinations
(U.S. Department of
Labor) for Ogle County,
lllinois and comply with
the Federal Provisions

included within the bid-
ding documents.

The successful bidder
shall have been in busi-
ness for a period of not
less than five (5) years,
undertaking work similar
in scale, scope, and cost
to that included within
the proposed project.
Prequalification (re-
quired) shall be request-
ed by the proposed
bidder (to the Engineer
identified in the bidding
documents) no later than
5:00 PM on APRIL 9
2025.

Bids will be opened
and publicly read at the
Rochelle Municipal Air-
port Terminal Building,
Rochelle, lllinois shortly
after 2:00 PM on APRIL
23, 2025.

No. 0329

(March 26, 2025)

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This  publication  does
not  knowingly  accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal
Trade Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127 SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care &
Tree Service. 26 Years
of  Experience. Fully
Insured. Weekly Mowing,
Spring Clean Up & More.
Call Jeremy 815-761-
9619 (RNL04162025)

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, may  cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES  WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. Available
Monday-Thursday 815-
562-4171  (9AM-3PM)
Rochelle News Leader.

HILLCREST -

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination

CRESTON

based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

203

HELP WANTED

—
. e ¥

START AN EXCITING

NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

talk to you.

Multimedia Sales
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients
build their business, then you may be a perfect
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois,
helping them market their products and services
through a variety of highly visible, popular and
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a
regular basis to help clients grow their audience
and reach new customers, then we would like to

Applicants should possess excellent
communication and organizational skills with a
positive personality and team-player approach.
Previous media sales or related marketing
experience is a plus, including print, digital and
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and
career development in this position. We offer a
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken
P.0. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to
bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

e STEWARD -

GET

Full-Time & Part-Time

Openings Available Now

Check out the Help Wanted
section of the Classifieds

Place an Ad or

Rochelle News-Leader

Subscribe:
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!

203
HELP WANTED

ROCHELLE

News-

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.

No phone calls please.

[Leader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

03262023

KINGS -

ASHTON

Going once... going twice...

50LD!

The benefits of purchasing cattle
from alive auction

A fve auction can be a great place o source
catte. f youre on th fence about going o a
catle auction in your area, here ae four good
reasons o attend,

1, You'l have acoess to a vaiety of animals,

Youl be abl to view and bid on a fage ve
rity of catlle of difrent breeds and pe
direes. you buy catt prvtel youl have
to Vit umerous farms o see he same ind
ofseection.

2, Youll et goo value for your money, At a

cate aucton, you'l e able to negofee a
firpric forthecafleyou wan, Comversely
fyou buy catlefom  privte famer tey
set the price and often won' consider negotia
fng

3. You'l e certain of
your investment,

Jou purchase catlefiom a v aucton, he
animals come wih health papes. Thi
lows you to rest assured knowing te catle
Jou buy & in good healt. These papers
arent requied when seling catle privtey.

4, You' be abe o nehwork, Atending & ca- §#: )
teaucon il geyou teopportuniy o et " P &

{0 know other people and organizations in
the agrcufural industry. This can e usefl
fo romoting andexpandingyour busness

I youe stll hesitant about atending a five
catle auction,don' be afraid to ask the more
seasoned famers nyourare for thelr adice.

AUCTION SECTION

Deadlines
Wednesday
atdp.m.

Call 815-732-2156

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
New I\/||Ifor ::.-.

¥20¢¢190

New, Used,
Scratch & Dent

6331 11th Street | Rockford

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

815-262-3900

We also
carry a 'arge
selection of
refurblshed
appliances

with a

Warranty,

H.O.P.E

For Free Help
or
Information
Call
815-562-8890
24 Hours

All Calls Are
Confidential.

Support,
Advocacy, Referral
Services,
Shelter for victims
of domestic
violence and their
children.
HOPE

of Ogle County

~

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Public Service
Announcement
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SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS

How to create a backup plan for an outdoor weddmg

SN

wedding day is
a magical and
emorable day

for a couple and their
family members. Months
or even years of planning
may go into making a wed-
ding day special.

For some, an outdoor
wedding and celebration
amid the beauty of nature
is the ultimate setting in
which totie the knot. When
Mother Nature is your
decorator, the setting can
be hard to match. Perhaps
that’s why 62 percent of
couples opted for outdoor
nuptials in 2023, accord-
ing to The Knot 2023 Real
Weddings Survey. How-
ever, there may be some
extra work involved when
exchanging vows out-
doors, hosting a reception
outside or both. That work
includes having a contin-
gency plan in place if the
weather does not cooper-
ate. Here’s what couples
shouldknow abouthaving
a backup plan for their
outdoor weddings.

* Identify a second
location. Couples who
book outdoorreceptions at
catering halls can inquire
how they handle inclem-
ent weather. Many will
have a clause built into
the agreement to move the

party indoors in the event
of bad weather. Others
may enable the wedding
to move to a different
space for an added fee.
Smaller, less formal wed-
dings taking place at other
locations may require a bit
ofingenuity when looking
for a backup space. Per-
haps a friend has a large
house where everyone can
gather, oran employermay
have a warehouse, loft or
even a barn that can be
transformed into unique
venues at the last minute?

* Choose outdoor spac-
es with covered areas. The
wish might be to have
blue skies overhead, but
it’s impossible to control
the weather. So it’s safe to
select outdoor spaces that
offer ameasure of weather
protection, such asapavil-
lion in a park or a covered
deck atabeachside locale.
Such sites offer a little
security without detracting
from the ambiance.

* Lookinto atentrental.
Atentisagreatinvestment
because it keeps everyone
out of the elements rain or
shine. Even on a lovely
summer day, the blazing
sun can make being out-
doors uncomfortable. A
tent is the solution. Cou-
ples should coordinate
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with a wedding planner
or the venue itself to be
sure that a tent is allowed
on the grounds.

* Think about event
insurance. Special event
insurance may protect
againstfinancial lossin the
event that severe weather
throws a wrench into
outdoor wedding plans.
Poor weather may make
moving around the venue

treacherous and might
force a postponement.
Liability and cancellation
protection in an insurance
policy helps couples avoid
financial hardship.

* Hire a wedding plan-
ner. The Knot suggests
hiring a wedding planner
or coordinator who can
pivottoplan Bintheevent
of'bad weather. This helps
take some of the stress off

of the couple so they can
enjoy the day.

e Plan wardrobe and
hair/makeup accordingly.
Brides and bridesmaids
can choose fabrics for
dresses that will be com-
fortable and not become
blown around or see-
through due to rain and
wind. The wedding party
can ask hair stylists to
create a wedding hair-
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style that is somewhat
weatherproof. Experi-
enced makeup artists likely
know some tricks to keep
makeup looking flawless
even when the weather
isn’t.

Outdoor weddings can
be beautiful events, but
it is important to have a
backup plan in place in
case weather doesn’t co-
operate.

What anyone can do to prepare for a wildfire

fires that struck ar-

eas throughout Los
Angelesinearly 2025 were
compared to something
moviegoers might see in
a big-budget Hollywood
production. Buttheimages
of devastated communi-
ties in Pacific Palisades,
Altadena, Pasadena, and
elsewhere were alltooreal,
prompting an outpouring
of support for the tens of
thousands of displaced in-
dividuals who were forced
to evacuate.

The wildfires also led
millions to investigate
how to prepare for situ-
ations like the ones that
unfolded across Los An-
geles in January. The U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security (ready.gov/wild-
fires) offers an array of
wildfire preparation tips
that might prove lifesav-
ing should such a tragedy
unfold again.

* Be ready to receive
warnings and alerts. Im-
ages of abandoned cars
onroadways out of Pacific
Palisades and stories of
coastal evacuations on foot
along sandy beaches were
among the most startling
to emerge from the LA
wildfires. The DHS urges
everyone to be ready to
recognize warnings and
alerts and to arrange for
several ways to receive
such notifications. The
DHS recommends down-
loading the FEMA app
and signing up to receive
real-time alerts from the
National Weather Service.

IMAGES ofthewild-
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We carry a wide variety of insurance providers including

Mexico Insurance * Home * Auto
Life - Health

LICENSE - TITLE - STICKERS - NOTARY

James E. Supancic Insurance

Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs!

The Emergency Alert
System (EAS) and the
Wireless Emergency Alert
(WEA) are additional
ways to receive wildfire
notifications.

* Prepare an emer-
gency plan. The LA wild-
fires forced hundreds of
thousands of southern
California residents to
evacuate, and it’s impera-
tive that everyone prepare
an emergency plan and
make sure each person in
theirhousehold recognizes
and understands what to
do if they need to quickly
evacuate. The DHS notes
it’simportant to develop an
evacuation plan for home
but also for the office,
children’s daycare facili-
ties, schools, and any other
locations people visit in a
typical day. The DHS also
urges individuals to know
their evacuation zone and
learntheirlocal evacuation
routes, even practicing
them from time to time to
ensure familiarity should
a fire occur.

* Go over important
documents. Periodically
examine insurance poli-
cies to ensure they’re up-
to-date and offer sufficient
coverage. In addition,
make sure personal docu-
ments like a primary form
of identification, such
as a driver’s license, are
current. The DHS recom-
mends making copies of
such documents and stor-
ing them in a password-
protected digital space
that can be accessed from
a remote location should

SUPANCIC INSURANCE

~El

516 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle

815-562-7552
www.spudinsurance.com

the physical forms perish
in a fire or prove difficult
to access.

« Strengthen your
home. The DHS recom-
mends using fire-resistant
materials when building,
renovating or making
repairs. Locate an out-
door water source that
can reach any area of a

James E. “Spud”
Supancic

e
Auto
Insurance

e

Homeowners
Insurance

Q

Life
Insurance

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Sat.
9am-12 Noon

property and designate
a fire-resistant area that
is free of leaves, debris
or flammable materials
for at least 30 feet from
your home.

* Gather supplies. The
DHS recommends indi-
viduals maintain a first aid
kit and store a go bag in a
vehicle trunk as part of a

wildfire preparation strat-
egy. Ensure each person
has his or her own N95
mask at home and in a
go bag to protect against
smoke inhalation. Extra
chargers for devices also
can increase the chances
individuals can stay con-
nected in the case of evacu-
ation. Chargers may notbe

storable in a car trunk, as
warm temperatures may
affect how they function,
but store them near the
door that you would likely
use to exit your home dur-
ing an evacuation.

Wildfires can appear
suddenly, which only un-
derscores the need to pre-
pare in advance.
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Dents or cracks in your
shingles mean you may
have had hail damage.
Hail can weaken your
roof’s shingles, damage
your gutters, siding, and
vent pipes.

N

A main sign of roof
damage is missing,
cracked, loose, or
broken shingles.
Missing shingles can
expose your roof to
water damage.

If you notice any
of these signs of
storm damage, it
is best to call a
local, trusted
roofing company.
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ceiling or atticis a

needs attention.

Leaks in your

sign your roof
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SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS

How to handle dr1v1ng in heavy rain

HE road is filled
with variables
that change each

time drivers get behind
the wheel. Whether it’s
aggressive drivers, road
construction crews or
some other unknown,
drivers can never say with
certainty what they will en-
counter while on the road.

Mother Nature is as sig-
nificant a variable as any
drivers will face, and many
conditions can turn oth-
erwise ordinary trips into
ordeals that put motorists’
skills to the test. Though
heavy rain might not seem
as difficult to navigate as
snow, it’s vital that drivers
recognize the threat posed
by such conditions. In fact,
the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration reports that
each year 75 percent of
weather-related vehicle
crashes occur on wet pave-
ment, while 47 percent, or
nearly half, happen while
rain is falling.

Such statistics are so-
bering and underscore
how dangerous it can be
to drive in rain or when
roads are wet. Drivers are
not helpless in such con-
ditions, especially when
they exercise caution in
wet conditions.

* Slow down. The Na-

tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
notes thatdrivers willhave
ahardertime controlling or
stopping their vehicles on
slick roads than dry roads.
Andthat’s the case for both
experienced and novice
motorists. When driving
in the rain or on wet roads,
drivers should slow down,
evenifitrequires drivinga
little below the speed limit.
Though it can be danger-
ous to drive too slowly
on highways, drivers can
use the far-right lane on
such roads, which is not
considered a passing lane
andis often seen as the lane
designated for vehicles
moving more slowly.

* Leave extra room be-
tween your car and other
vehicles. The NHTSAalso
advises increasing the fol-
lowing distance between
your vehicleand the one in
front of you when driving
inrain or on wetroads. An
extracouple of car lengths
ensures youwill have more
time to react and stop if
vehicles ahead of you
encounter issues.

* Be mindful of pe-
destrians and cyclists.
Though pedestrians and
cyclists typically avoid
walking or cycling in
heavy rains, that does not

mean there will be none
on the road. That’s espe-
cially sowhen heavyrains
fall suddenly, leaving
pedestrians and cyclists
already on the road with
little options but to con-
tinue. Visibility can be
especially compromised
in heavy rains, which
makes it even harder to
see pedestrians and cy-

clists. So drivers should
not assume the roads are
only populated by fel-
low motorists and must
be especially vigilant to
avoid hitting pedestrians
and cyclists.

* Travel familiarroads.
Though familiarity does
not mean motorists can
be less vigilant when
driving in rain, knowing

the roads you’re on and
the route you’re taking
can ensure your eyes are
focused on the road at all
times and not periodically
glancing at GPS maps
on your dashboard. If
you’re planning a road
trip and know heavy rain
will factor in at some
time, familiarize yourself
with evacuation routes

along the way to your
destination. The NHTSA
also recommends drivers
learn which local radio
stations to tune into for
emergency alerts.

Driving in heavy rain
isno small task. But driv-
ers can approach such
conditions with caution
to ensure they make it
home safe.

A brief rundown on troplcal storm Watches and warnings

REPAREDNESS

is of paramount

importance when
storm seasons kick into
high gear. Supplies are
the first thing many people
think of when preparing
for storms, and rightfully
so. Butit’s equally impor-
tant that people living in
areas vulnerable to certain
types of storms learn to
distinguish the differences
between storm watches
and storm warnings. The
National Weather Service
(NWS) offers the follow-
ing breakdown to help
people learn what makes
a storm watch different
from a storm warning.

* Hurricane watch: The
National Hurricane Center
(NHC) is the division of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Association/
NWS that is responsible
fortracking and predicting
tropical weather systems.
When the NHC issues
a hurricane watch, that
means hurricane condi-
tions, which are defined
as sustained winds of 74
miles per hour or greater,
are possible within the
area where the watch is
issued. The NWS notes it
may not be safe to prepare
forahurricane once winds
reach tropical storm force,
so the NHC issues hur-
ricane watches 48 hours
before it anticipates the
arrival of such winds.

* Hurricane warning:
A hurricane warning is
issued 36 hoursin advance
of the arrival of tropical-

storm-force winds (sus-
tained winds of 74 miles
per hour or greater).

* Tropical storm watch:
A tropical storm watch is
declared when sustained
winds between 39 and 73
miles perhour are possible
within a specified area.
A tropical storm watch

indicates such winds are
possible within 48 hours.

* Tropical storm warn-
ing: A tropical storm
warning is issued when
sustained winds between
39 and 73 miles per hour
are expected within a
specified area within 36
hours.

e Storm surge watch:
A storm surge watch
is issued when there
is a possibility of life-
threatening inundation
fromrising water moving
inland from the shoreline
within a specified area.
The storm surge watch
is generally issued within

48 hours of the expected
arrival of such condi-
tions.

* Storm surge warning;:
A storm surge warning
indicates the danger of
life-threatening inunda-
tion from rising water
moving inland from the
shoreline within a speci-

fied area within 36 hours.
Storm watches and
warnings are issued to
help people prepare for
the potential arrival of
serious storms that could
prove dangerous and
deadly. More information
is available at weather.
gov/safety/hurricane.
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ROCHELLE FOODS
cares about the
safety of our
employees each
and every day.
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We have an established plan and safe area designated
to ensure the safety of our employees, should we ever

again be faced with the threat of tornadoes. Rochelle
Foods encourages all area industries, businesses, and
residents to secure a safe area and make employees
and family members aware of the protocol if the threat
of imminent weather should occur.
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