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Federal cuts affecting Mendota Food Pantry

J MACFP director Trac

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA-Thenation-
ally known program cuts of
the Trump Administration
are officially feltin Mendota.

One of the programs no
longer available is Illinois
Eats through the Local Food
Purchase Assistance Coop-
erative Agreement, which
was shut down March 4 due
to uncertainty surrounding
federal funding.

The Mendota Area Chris-
tian Food Pantry used the
[llinois Eats program to
receive 120 pounds of meat
per month.

“When I first found out, I
went into panic mode. I was
angry about the whole situ-
ation,” said MACFP Execu-
tive Director Tracy Cooper.
“I went into my office and
started crying, asking myself,
‘How am I going to do this?
Where am I going to get the
extra meat from?’

“Since the program has
been stopped, we no longer
receive the ground beef and
ground pork. This leaves us
to find another source. We
try to give 3-5 pounds of
meat a month to each client.

y Cooper asks, ‘How am I going to do this?’

The Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry is feeling the impact of program funding
cuts from the Trump Administration. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

We’re struggling to get the
resources or a plan to what
we do next.

“Through Illinois Eats,
the state was getting the meat
at a discount from Illinois
farmers. They’d buy the
meat from the farmers and
give to food pantries. The
last time we were there, we
were able to get the meat.

But they said once it’s gone,
that’s it. They’re not going to
get anymore meat from the
farmers.”

Cooper would receive
the beef and pork from the
Midwest Food Bank in
Bloomington.

With this no longer being
an option, she may have to
turn to another location she

purchases food from in part
ofthe USDA program, which
may also be ending.

“At this time, we’re still
able to buy meat from River
Bend Food Bank in Daven-
port, lowa, butit’snotalways
on the order form,” Cooper

See Pantry, Page A5

Electronics recycling event set April 12 in Ottawa

OTTAWA — A free elec-
tronics recycling event is
scheduled for Saturday, April
12 from 8 a.m.-noon at the
LaSalle County Government
Center, 707 E. Etna Road,
Ottawa.

Pre-registration is re-
quired by going online at
www.lasallerecycling.as.me
(preferred method) or by
calling 815-630-4308 from 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 8 a.m.-noon
Friday.

Accepteditems included:
cable and satellite receivers,
cameras, cashregisters, cred-

it card readers, cell phones
and accessories, chargers,
circuit boards, computer
servers, computers and com-
puter parts, copiers/printers/
scanners/fax machines/type-
writers, DVD/VHS players,
external drives, ferrous and

non-ferrous metals, ink and
toner cartridges, laptops/
tablets/eReaders, mice and
keyboards, microwaves, all
types of monitors, MP3/iP-
ods/etc., networking equip-
ment (modems, switches,
routers, hubs), phones and
telecom equipment, projec-
tors, rechargeable batteries
(lithium ion, Ni-Cd, lead
acid, Ni-Mh), stereos/ra-
dios/speakers, all types of
televisions, uninterrupted
power supplies, video game
consoles, wire/cables/Christ-
mas lights.

Non-accepted items in-

clude: loose alkaline batter-
ies (accepted while contained
in electronic devices), liquid
containing items, freon
containing items (AC units,
dehumidifiers), white goods
(refrigerators, freezers), ther-
mostats, light bulbs.

There is a limit of two
televisions per vehicle. Reg-
istration is not open to busi-
nesses. Oversized loads may
be refused.

For more information
not regarding registration,
contact the LaSalle County
Land Use Department at
815-434-8666.

District 280 Board
waives registration

& participation fees

U Summer School to be offered at MHS

MENDOTA — The Mendota High School Board of
Education met on March 17 for its regularly scheduled
meeting.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

During Joe Masini’s Principal’s Report, his request
that the school’s membership in the Illinois High School
Association be renewed for the 2025-2026 school year
was approved.

Masini presented onthe 31 students who have requested
early graduation for December 0£2025. The board discussed
andreviewed thatthisisasignificantincrease inthe number
ofearly graduates. Theyalso
discussedany additional op-
portunities thatseniors could
obtainat MHS in their spring
semester. After discussion,
the requests were approved.

Summer School will
be offered again in IVCC
Speech, Summer Driver’s
Education, summer band,
and credit retrieval in English, Math, and Science. The
board approved the following summer school staff:
Driver’s Education—Aaron Sester, Brock Zinke, Tom
O’Neill and Mary Stephentich; Math/Science—Kevin
Wohrley; English—-Dan Beck; Paraprofessional/ELL
Support—Marisela Cervantes; Summer School/Edmen-
tum Administrator—Beck.

Commendations were provided to James Younger
and the students of the spring play for their performance.

Masini made another request for all parents of MHS
students to participate in the IL Five Essentials Survey.
The survey link is available online at www.mendotahs.
org or in email and letters mailed home to parents.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Superintendent Dr. Denise Aughenbaugh gave the
District and Business reports. The board reviewed and
approved the Cardiac Emergency Response Plan. The
board also thanked school nurse Sheri McConville on
her efforts to coordinate the plan.

The board discussed and approved the 2025-2026
fees and cafeteria prices. The board is very mindful of
the expenses parents have to educate and support their
high school students. Therefore, the board again waived
all registration and participation fees at Mendota High
School for the 2025-2026 school year. The board wants
to encourage all students to participate in extracurricular
activities, and those fees are also waived.

See District 280, Page A5

Railroad camera gives a live look at Mendota throughout the world
 Steel Highway Railcams broadcasts Mendota Depot 24/7 on YouTube

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA - Mendota
has a lot to offer, but some-
times we don’t realize what
the city offers.

As in any other munici-
pality, residents could over-
look or forgethow important
something inthetownis. For
instance, in Mendota, Lake
Mendota seems normal and
just another “thing” to us,
but others don’t have a big
lake offering fishing, scenery
for Prom photo backdrops, a
pavilion, a park, a walking
path, and a long list of other
benefits.

The same can be said
about the train station and
railway in Mendota. To
some, the train is loud and
stops traffic. To others, the
train station has been vital

“It brings in rail fans and it shows people
we have a nice community. Hopefully
people who are watching, when they plan
their summer trips, will add Mendota to

their stops in the Midwest.”
—Bryon Walters, president, Mendota Historical Society

for everything Mendota has
been, is, and will be in the
future.

The Mendota Museum &
Historical Society has found
away toshow the importance
of the Mendota railroad, not
onlyto local residents but na-
tionwide, as it has been part
of Steel Highway Railcams
on YouTube since January.

“It’sreally neat for people
who like to watch trains. It’s
also useful for meteorolo-
gists,” said Bryon Walters,
who is the president of the

society. “They use the rail-
cams for what is called truth
inforecasting. The radar may
show there is green overhead
and precipitation, but they
look at the live cameras and
they can see the airis dry and
it’s not reaching the ground
right now. They can also
see if it’s foggy, and how
foggy it is.

“I think it brings aware-
ness to a lot of Mendota res-
idents that we’re an Amtrak
community. It brings in rail
fans and it shows people

we have a nice community.
Hopefully people who are
watching, when they plan
their summer trips, will add
Mendota to their stops in the
Midwest. Then they would
come into town, probably
patronize our restaurants,
visit some stores, and maybe
stay the night at a hotel.”

Steel Highway Railcams
was created by Tom Hogan,
who is from lowa. To be
part of the railcam network,
the Mendota Museum &
Historical Society had to pay
to rebuild the south switch
tower, located behind El Ray
Taco and in front of Setchell
Insurance Agency, and run
electrical wiring through the
tower for the camera.

See Camera, Page A5

Mendota Museum & Historical Society President Bryon
‘Walters checks out thelive broadcast of the Mendota train

station and railway on the Steel Highways Railcams You
Tube channel. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

There was alot of green throughout the school on March
17 for our St. Patrick’s Day spirit day! Students from
Mrs. Reuter and Miss Wilhelm’s classes had the task of
creating a leprechaun trap. The students did an amazing
job in designing some very creative traps to try to catch
the leprechaun on St. Patrick’s Day while they were gone
for the weekend. They came back to school on Monday
morning to find nothing but a mess that the leprechaun
had left. They had a lot of fun with this project!

(]

We held our March Paw Pride assembly this past
Wednesday. Students who earned golden tickets for great
behavior during the past month went into a drawing to
participate in a game and to win prizes. The students
enjoyed a St. Patrick’s Day themed game where they had
to go around the gym and collect gold coins (balloons) in
their pot. We then drew 20 names out of the kindergarten
and first grade buckets. The students chosen were very
excited to have the opportunity to pick a prize. We’re very
proud of all of our students who earned golden tickets
this past month.

(]

Our motto at Blackstone is “Kindness Begins With
Me.” For the month of March, our students were given
a kindness paper to take home to complete kind deeds
for others. For each kind deed completed, the students
colored in a gold coin in their pot of gold. Students who
completed the board were able to add their name to our
March kindness wall and they received a fun treat. We had
many students complete the kindness challenge and we are
proud of them for showing so much kindness to others.

(]

The students nominated for the principal award this
past week included Yolanie Ramirez, Theo Knowlton,
Rubi Baltazar, Joel Castro, Margaret Bend, Xavier Dean,
Aaron Hernandez and Dante Barrera. The winners were
Audrey Dewey, Azalayah Pratt, Julie Taliani and Bella
Frey. Congratulations to all of you!

]

Looking ahead at the calendar, don’t forget that District

#289 will have spring break on April 14-21.

- J

4 )

“The Miracle Worker”
comes to Stage 212

LaSALLE — Spring
brings “The Miracle
Worker,” to Stage 212 in
LaSalle. William Gibson’s
powerful and poignant
Tony Award-winning dra-
ma explores the volatile
relationship between spir-
ited Annie Sullivan and
her student, deaf, blind
and mute Helen Keller.

“The Miracle Worker”
will be presented April
4-6 and 11-13 at Stage
212,700 First St., LaSal-
le. Friday and Saturday
performances begin at
7:30 p.m. Sunday mat-
inees begin at 2 p.m.
Tickets will be available
to the general public
for $17 each beginning
March 24, and may be
purchased by visiting
the box office Monday
4-6 p.m. and Saturday 9
a.m.-noon, or by calling
815-224-3025 during
those hours. Tickets may
also be purchased online
by visiting stage212.org.

Having lost her sight
and hearing at the age of
19 months, young Helen
is trapped in a secret,
silent world, unable to
communicate. She is vi-
olent and spoiled, treated

mind and spirit waiting to
be rescued from Helen’s
dark, tortured silence.
Appearing in the cast
are Andie Kerestes as
Annie Sullivan, Piper
Mitchell as Helen Keller,
Gary Talsky as Captain
Keller, Brooke Shinberg
as Kate Keller, Isaac Al-
varado as James Keller,
Karen Lesman as Aunt
Ev, Lisa Gifford as Viney,
Piper Forrest as Martha,
Emilia Farrier as Mary,
Scott Harl as Doctor/
Farmhand and Larry
Kelsey as Anagnos.
Production staff in-
cludes producer April
Ruiz, director Ellen
Marincic, stage manag-
er Caryn Brown, cos-
tumers Vicky Bickel,
Teresa Verduzco and
Ellen Marincic, set con-
struction crew Scot Smi-
gel, Gary Talsky and an
anonymous angel, sound
designer/operator Kyle
Foley, lighting designer/
operator Yvette Lucas
and stagehands Rosie
Brown and Mary Craven.
“The Miracle Worker”
is presented by arrange-
ment with Concord The-
atricals on behalf of Sam-

Welcome to
the Chamber

Rising M Chiropractic

Maddie Eager, center, welcomed the Mendota Area Cham-
ber of Commerce to her new center, Rising M Chiropractic,
located at 105 E. Ottawa St. in Troy Grove, for a ribbon
cutting. Eager, a Mendota native who graduated from
Marquette Academy (Ottawa) in 2019 and Palmer Col-
lege of Chiropractic (Davenport, lowa) in 2024, has been
adjusting since 2021. In the photo, left to right, MACC
Ambassadors Lee Stocking, Dessa Collings, Kim Craven,
Eager, MACC President/CEO Sam Setchell, Ambassador
Erin Lauer,and Ambassador Christin Atherton. (Reporter
photo by Brandon LaChance)

St. John’s offers to
unite all during Lent

MENDOTA — What Besides gathering and

uel French, Inc. www.
concordtheatricals.com.

by her family as subhu-
man. Only Annie sees a

Cooking for one or two program offered in Ottawa

OTTAWA — Households with one or two people
exist across all generations, and cooking for your-
self or another person can be challenging. How
can you avoid buying too many ingredients while
still enjoying the process of meal preparation and
minimizing leftovers?

Cooking for One or Two will be offered on
Thursday, April 3 from 6-7 p.m. at Reddick Library,
1010 Canal St., Ottawa. Register at: go.illinois.edu/
oneortwo or call 815-224-0894.

Join Susan Glassman, Nutrition and Wellness
Educator at Illinois Extension, and rediscover your

Auburn

Setchell Agency

love for cooking while reducing food waste and
implementing small changes that can lead to better
health. Take home recipes specifically designed for
one or two servings and enjoy sampling a recipe
you can easily prepare at home.

If you need reasonable accommodation to par-
ticipate or need more information, please contact
Glassman, Extension Educator, Nutrition & Well-
ness, University of Illinois Extension at 815-224-
0894. Extension offices are located in Princeton,
Ottawa, Henry, and in Oglesby on the IVCC campus.

betterwaytocelebrate Lent
than together.

St. John’s Lutheran
Church, located at 607 10*
Ave.inMendota, ishosting
a Men’s Lent Dinner at 6
p-m. Thursday, March 27.

The meal including
seasoned butterfly pork
chops, baked beans, cole-
slaw, and pie, doesn’t
have a fee, but a free will
donation and funds from
a pie auction will benefit
the Mendota Area Senior
Services and the Mendo-
ta Area Christian Food

Pantry.

fundraising, an objective
of the dinner is discipling
the generations, engaging
the youth.

St. John’s invites you
tojoin other Christian men
from area congregations
for fellowship, conversa-
tion, and of course, eating.
Men are encouraged to
invite youth or young
adults to join them as St.
John’s wants faith to reach
the youth.

The meal and pro-
gram are sponsored by
Mendota Ministry Asso-
ciation and Thivent.

Who's Left in the

Mendota Reporter NCAA Contest?

Duke

Sullivan’s Foods

Michigan

Maze Lumber

Ole Miss

Hunter Handyman

Arizona

Maze Lumber

BYU

First State Insurance
it

Michigan St.

Financial Plus Credit Union

Florida

Ramer Towing

Alabama
Mendota YMCA

Houston

Maryland
ARS Auto Repair

Texas Tech

Sullivan’s Foods

Maze Lumber

Purdue

Hunter Handyman

Kentucky

Arkansas

Maze Lumber

Setchell Agency

Tennessee

Mendota YMCA

* Tree Extraction

* Fire Pits -

* Residential &
Cleaning * Stump Grinding
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Time for yard
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* Tree Trimming - Lawn Care - Patios -
Retainer Walls - Paver Edging
Commercial + Fully Insured - Gutter

Call For Your Free Estimate!

03052025

(815) 228-6252

Where
Solid Work
Meets Solid
Prices

o74.012 Goncrete

Your Trusted Experts in Quality Concrete Work
We Bring Expereince, Reliability and Craftmanship to

DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS AND PATIOS
FREE ESTIMATES!

Every Project!

03052025

(815) 228-6252
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ncipals As;

John Ourth Award winners

Four students from Mendota Elementary District 289
were honored by their principals as this year’s winners
of the Illinois Principals’ Association John Ourth Award
at a breakfast and awards ceremony at Streator High
School on Feb. 20. Seated are Lincoln School fourth
graders Jaxson Ohlendorf, left, and Joree Brown, and
standing are Northbrook Middle School eighth graders
Lumen Setchell, left, and Ava Mahaffey. This award is
presented to two outgoing students who represent good
citizenship, outstanding student performance and lead-
ership qualities. (Photo contributed)

Starved Rock Pop Singers to
perform April 5 in Ottawa

OTTAWA — The Starved
Rock Pop Singers will pres-
ent an unforgettable evening
of music on Saturday, April
5 at 7 p.m. at Ottawa Central
Intermediate School, 711 E
McKinley Road, on the south
side of Ottawa just east of
Kroger’s.

Thanks to generous

Did you notice this ad?

Then imagine the number of readers and
consumers in the MENDOTA AREA
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers.

.. Call 815-539-9396

ce o000

sponsors Thrivent Finan-
cial and Ottawa Special
Events Committee, this
event s free for all to enjoy.
Bring your friends and fam-
ily for a night filled with
incredible performances by
local talents of Pop music
from the ‘60s, “70s, ‘80’s
and beyond.

Kishwaukee College goes live on Ellucian Colleague
SaaS Student Information System and ERP

MALTA - Ellucian, the leading
higher education technology solutions
provider announced that Kishwaukee
College (Kish) has gone live with
Colleague SaaS, a cloud-based Student
Information System (SIS) and Enter-
prise Resource Planning (ERP) suite
leveraging an Al-powered platform that
delivers solutions for comprehensive
student, human resources, and finance
management. Integrated across depart-
ments and systems, the new platform
scalesresources to drive student success.
As an Ellucian customer for nearly 20
years, Kish’s migration to Colleague
SaaS unlocks improved user experi-
ences and optimizes workflows for its
community 0f4,000+ students and 320+
staff in Northern Illinois.

“We are thrilled to see Kishwaukee
College now running their operations
in the cloud with Colleague SaaS,”
said Mike Wulff, Chief Product and
Technology Officer, Ellucian. “This
migration marks a significant milestone
inKish’s digital transformation journey,

U.S. Army band playing at NIU April 6

enablingthe College to serveits students
more effectively. This modernization
streamlines the College’s technology
operations and empowers the institution
to innovate and adapt as the higher
education landscape evolves.”

The successful implementation
of Colleague SaaS aligns with Kish-
waukee College’s strategic plan,
supporting initiatives to drive student
success, institutional effectiveness,
and resource management. By cen-
tralizing resources and integrating
systems, the new ERP and SIS en-
hance student lifecycle management
from admissions to graduation by
creating more efficient processing
and user experiences for staff. This
transformation positions the College
for the future, ensuring continued
excellence and advancing its mission
to improve lives through equitable,
student-centered education.

“The power of Colleague SaaS
has been transformative for our
institution,” said Robert McGarry,

Executive Director of Campus Oper-
ations and Technology, Kishwaukee
College. “The smooth implementation
process ensured we could seamlessly
transition to the new system without
disrupting our operations. This plat-
form empowers our faculty and staft
with intuitive tools and centralized in-
formation, allowing us to support our
students better and remain responsive
to the priorities of our community.”
“Congratulations to Kishwaukee
College, a remarkably impactful and
mission-driven community college,
on successfully going live with
Colleague Saa8S,” said Kelly Rogan,
Chief Operating Officer, Ellucian.
“This achievement highlights the
strong collaboration between Ellu-
cian and Kishwaukee teams. With
this new SaaS SIS and ERP, the
College is well-prepared to support
their students now and in the future.”
For more information on Ellucian
solutions, visit ellucian.com/solu-
tions/all-products.

OSF Saint Elizabeth-Ottawa

DeKALB — The United
States Army Field Band and
Soldiers’ Chorus will per-
form a free concert, Sunday,
April 6 at 7 p.m. in Boutell
Memorial Concert Hall in the
NIU Music Building.

Tickets can be reserved
at ArmyFieldBand.com/
tickets.

The theme of the concert
is Sea to Shining Sea.

The United States Army
Field Band from Washing-
ton, D.C., is the official
touring musical representa-
tive of the U.S. Army. Their
mission is to connect with
Americans, share Army
stories, and honor veterans as
the musical ambassadors of
the Army. These active-duty
soldiers tour nationally and
internationally, performing
for live audiences in large
concert venues, while reach-
ing hundreds of millions of
enthusiastic followers on-

line. Through performances
in communities across the
United States, The U.S.
Army Field Band fosters a
positiverelationship with the
American people, supports
diplomatic efforts around
the world and inspires future
generations to serve.

Sea to Shining Sea

From coast to coast,
come along for a musical
celebrationas The U.S. Army
Field Band presents, Sea to
Shining Sea. Pack up the
family van and hit the road
behind those famous tour
buses as the Concert Band
and Soldiers’ Chorus tell
enduring stories of veterans,
friendships, and the amaz-
ingly picturesque, and maybe
sometimes bizarrely quirky,
places that make America a
road-tripper’s dream.

Tickets can be reserved
at ArmyFieldBand.com/
tickets.

recognized by Chartis as a Top
100 Rural & Community Hospital

OTTAWA - OSF
HealthCare Saint Elizabeth
Medical Center in Ottawa
has been named among
the 2025 Top 100 Rural &
Community Hospitals by
The Chartis Center for Ru-
ral Health. Chartis’ annual
Top 100 award program
honors outstanding perfor-
mance among the nation’s
rural hospitals based on the
results of the Chartis Rural
Hospital Performance IN-
DEX®.

“This award recogniz-
es our Mission Partners’
commitment to serving
the region with the greatest
care and love,” says Dawn
Trompeter, president of
OSF Saint Elizabeth. “Our
Mission Partners strive
each day to provide com-

passionate high-quality
care, and we are proud
of the work we do in the
communities we serve.”

“The Top 100 Rural
& Community Hospitals
award program elevates
the very best performers
and helps create a road-
map for those seeking
to improve financial and
operational performance
while continuing to care
for the communities they
serve,” says Michael Top-
chik, executive director,
The Chartis Center for
Rural Health. “This is our
10th year recognizing the
Top 100 Rural & Commu-
nity Hospitals and we’re
thrilled to be able to cel-
ebrate this milestone with
this year’s winners.”
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Karen S. McStoots

WESTBROOKLYN—-Karen Sue
McStoots, 71, of West Brooklyn,
formerly of Mendota, passed away
March 21, 2025, at home with her
loving family by her side.

Visitation will be Wednesday,
March 26 from 3-6 p.m. at Wasmer
Funeral Home. Cremation rites will
be accorded afterservices, and burial
will be at a later date.

Karen grew up in Mendota, with
her mom and four siblings after her
father passed away when she was very young. She attended
Holy Cross for grade school and graduated Mendota High
School in 1971. She started her career at Wayside Press/RR
Donnelley in 1978 and worked there until their closure in
2012, when she retired. In July of 1979 she married Glen
McStoots.

Karen will be dearly missed by her husband, Glen of
West Brooklyn; two daughters, Cindy (Brian) Schultz
of Mendota and Teresa Lobbins of Oglesby; son, Jason
(Cassey) McStoots of Mendota; stepson, Glen Ray Mc-
Stoots of Portales, N.M.; stepdaughter, Dawn Holt of St.
Mary’s, lowa; two grandsons, Adam (Brittany Hirsch)
Schultz of Mendota and Evan Schultz of Metairie, La.;
two great-grandchildren, Aiden and Lainey Schultz;
several step-grand and great-grandchildren; sister, Pat
Smith of Mendota; two brothers, Bill Dean and Mike
(Wanda) Dean, both of Mendota; and several loving
nieces and nephews.

Karen was preceded in death by her parents, William
and Mary Dean,; sister, Sandy Gordon; and two brothers-
in-law, Les Gordon and Rolly Smith.

You would likely find her enjoying the sun whenever
she could. Karen loved spending time in their garage
with countless friends enjoying many, many Beer Thir-
ties. She always looked forward to her winter stays in
Fort Walton Beach, Fla., with her sister Pat and Rolly.
Karen made many friends and memories down there that
she loved to talk about. Karen loved her year around
adventures with what we loved calling the 3 Musketeers,
which include Pat and her “favorite” niece Julie Smith.
She also loved spending time with her grandsons, Adam
and Evan. Grandma Karen looked forward to her visits
from great-grandson Aiden. He always made her smile,
and he always required knuckles, a kiss and a bye before
he would leave. We were happy she was able to meet
one-week-old Lainey and gave her smile of approval.

Memorials may be directed to OSF Hospice. Condo-
lences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

See the latest obituaries at

www.mendotareporter.com

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

Catherine Wasmer, Director
Bus: 815-539-8500 - Cell: 815-228-6260

2112 W. Main St., Mendota, IL 61342

CHOOSING A |7

il

SUBSCRIBE

MEMORIAL IS Y -
NO TIME TO - J?Pem .
SETTLE FOR L

IMPERFECTION Don’t miss out

on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

WE TAKE QUALITY AND
WORKMANSHIP VERY
SERIOUSLY. WE’RE NOT
SURPRISED WHEN OUR
CUSTOMERS DO TOO.
AFTER ALL, WHEN
CHOOSING THE MOST
PERMANENT THING
YOU’LL EVER BUY, IT’S
ONLY NATURAL TO
DEMAND PERFECTION.
AND WHEN YOU DEAL
WITH US, IT’S ONLY
NATURAL TO RECEIVE IT.|

Publication No. (USPS 339-100)
Vol. 147, No. 13

A Charter Member of
Mendota Area Chamber
of Commerce
Member Northern Illinois
Newspaper Association
and Illinois Press
Association

The Mendota Reporter
(339-100) is published
weekly at 703 Illinois
Ave., Mendota, IL 61342.
Subscription rates are $69
per year in advance in
LaSalle, Lee and Bureau
counties and $89 per year
in advance in the United
States outside those three
counties.

Postmaster: Send
address changes to
The Mendota Reporter,
P.O. Box 300,
Mendota, IL 61342.
Phone (815) 539-9396.

Mary A. Keeling

MENDOTA — Mary A. Keeling,
68,of Mendota, passed away athome
on March 19, 2025.

Services will be private. Cre-
mation rites have been accorded.
Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged
to assist the family.

Mary was born Aug. 22, 1956,
in Mendota, to Delbert and Patricia
(Myers) Brown. She graduated
Mendota High Schoolin 1975. Mary
married the love of her life, Kenneth
Keeling in Ottawa on Feb. 15, 1985.

She will be missed by her three sons, Albert Schrader Jr. of
Colorado Springs, Colo., Ken Keeling of Wausau, Wis.,and Keith
Keeling of Minnesota; four daughters, Peggy (Michael) Dilbeck
of Mendota, Catina (Tim Firkus) Holstein of Birnamwood,
Wis., Christina Keeling of Albany, Wis., and Catrina Keeling
of Wausau, Wis.; 28 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; two
brothers, John (Kendra) Brown of Mendota and Delbert Brown
Jr. of Peoria; aunt Wilma Jacobs of Mendota; four nieces; two
nephews; sister-in-law, Shelly Brown; and two very special
lifelong friends, Claire Danner and Linda DeWaele.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband
on May 9, 2019; daughter, Nancy Schrader; sister, Pam
Sittler; brother, Michael Brown; and two granddaughters.
Marywasawonderful momandanexceptional grandmaand aunt.
Many willrememberher fordelivering their News-Tribune papers.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Condolences
may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Wilma J. Jacobs

MENDOTA - On Saturday,
March 22,2025, Wilma Jean Jacobs,
90, our loving mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother and great-great
grandmother passed, away at OSF
Saint Elizabeth Medical Center in
Peru.

Visitation will be Thursday,
March 27, from 11 a.m. until 12:30
p-m. with funeral services following
at 12:30 p.m. at Horner-Merritt Fu-
neral Home, Mendota. Burial will
follow at Restland Cemetery, Mendota.

Wilma was born Oct. 3, 1934, in Wayne County, Ill., to
Curtis and Blanche Brown. She moved to Mendota in 1944.
She attended Mendota Grade School and Mendota High School.

She was aloving wife for 36 years to Richard (Dick) Jacobs
Sr. They were married on Oct. 17, 1952. Her husband passed
away on July 16, 1988. Together they raised four children,
Richard (Rick) (Karen) Jacobs Jr. of Montello Wis., Terry
(Wanda) Jacobs of Pearland, Texas, Sandra (Tom) Sondgeroth
of Mendota, and Connie (Rick) Zimmer of El Mirage, Ariz.

Survivors include her children; her grandchildren, Staci
(Kenny) Shrimplin, Candee (Nick) Lawrence, Kelsey (C.J.)
Greer, Jessica Sondgeroth, Janelle Spiegelhalter, Joshua
Sondgeroth, Stephanie Jones and Tonya Jones; 12 great-grand-
children, Ragen Leopold, Karli Forbes, Kenzi Shrimplin,
Zadenand Brenley Greer, Claraand Ellie Spiegelhalter, Bodhi
Tillman, Abigayle and Jacob Orndorff, Nicholas Egerstaffer,
Isabella Jones; two great-great-grandchildren, Jensen and
Eliza Leopold; her sister-in-law, Lois Ridge; special friend,
Shirley Jackson; special nieces, Becky (Tommy) Valdez,
Wanda (Larry) Booth; and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband,
brothers, William (Stanley), Delbert, Paul and Jesse Brown;
sisters Leona Ellis and Helen Anderson; her grandson, Chad
Sondgeroth; and several nieces and nephews.

Wilma worked at The Kitch, Casey’s, and retired in 2000
from HCC, Inc. after 26 years. She was very involved with
her children’s activities throughout their youth, beinga Room
Mother, Bluebird Leader, and Cub Scout Leader. She and her
husband enjoyed attending their children’s activities, never
missing their sporting events, band concerts and school pro-
grams. She was a lifelong member of Mendota Elks Club.

She enjoyed boating, camping, shopping and spending
time with her family. She loved to host all of the family hol-
idays and gatherings. Family was very important in her life.

In lieu of flowers, memorials in Wilma’s memory may be
directed to Mendota Area Senior Services. She will be forever
loved and missed. We know she will be forever reunited with
the love of her life. We will always cherish her memory.

Please visit www.horner-merritt.com.

If you know where
this scene is located in
Mendota, write the answer
briefly and concisely on a
slip of paper and drop it off
or mail it to The Mendota
Reporter Office. All entries
must be received no later
than noon on Monday.
One correct answer will be
drawn each week. Prizes
must be picked up at the
Mendota Reporter Office.

THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:
$10°° MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any Mendota Chamber
of Commerce member.

Brought to you each week by:

PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com
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EARLVILLE — “Swede” Harold
Mervyn Svendsen, 88, of Earlville,
passed away Wednesday, March 19,
2025, at his home.

Cremation care has been provided
by Torman Funeral Home, Paw Paw.
Memorial visitation will be from 2-5
p-m. Saturday, March 29,2025, atthe
Rollo Congregational United Church
of Christ. The family invites you to
wear Cubs and John Deere gear. A
private family funeral service will
be held on Sunday at the church.

He was born May 29, 1936, in Sandwich, to Mervin and
Lois (Wold) Svendsen. He married Judith L. Rider on Aug.
24, 1958. He met Judith L. Rider in January 1958 at the Bub
Dance in Triumph. They spent 66 wonderful years together.

Swede is survived by his children, Jeff (Joetta) Svendsen
of West Brooklyn, Char (Dean) Hawbaker of Mt. Dora, Fla.,
Larry (Carol) Svendsen of Shabbona, and Stacy Richardson
of Earlville; grandchildren, Ashley (Ron) Hawbaker, Jessica
(Brent) Olson, Lucas Svendsen, Lindsay Svendsen, J. Adam
(Alyssa) Svendsen, Kaylie (Jake) Pratt, and Joel Svendsen;
great-grandchildren, Alexis, Madyson, Kora, and Benjamin;
brother, Charles (Anna) Svendsen; sister, Patricia Schou;
sisters-in-law, Barb Klatt and Paula Rider; and several nieces
and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Swede is preceded in death by
his wife, Judith; son-in-law, Ray Richardson; sisters-in-law,
Helen Algiere and Peggy Fassig; brothers-in-law, William
“Bill” Rider, Jerry Klatt, Duane Fassig and Howard Schou.

Swede was the last class to graduate from Rollo High
School, where he served as senior class president in a class
with six graduates. He was part of the Rollo Eagles basketball
team that won the Green River Valley Conference Champi-
onships. He was also a member of the Rollo and Shabbona
FFA as well as the Rollo 4-H, where he showed Herefords.
He held the Rollo High School basketball record for most
points scored in a game.

Swede proudly served in the US Navy from 1955-1961.
He was a farmer his whole life. Even when he retired from
farming, he could still be found in a tractor as recently as
fall 2024. He raised livestock, including chickens, pigs and
cattle. He also worked as a seed salesman for Asgrow. Swede
was very community-minded and it showed. He served as a
trustee for the Paw Paw Fire Department, eventually retiring
from the board after 33 years. He served on the Paw Paw
Township Cemetery Board and was a past Paw Paw Township
precinct committeeman. He was a member and past director
of the DeKalb County Corn Growers and DeKalb County
Farm Bureau member. He was a part of the DeKalb County
Barn Tour in 2018. Swede was a member of the Mendota
Elks Lodge #1212 as well as a member of the Ancient Free &
Accepted Masons of Illinois. He was a member of the Rollo
Congregational United Church of Christ for 75 years. He
even formed the church’s first men’s softball league in Rollo.

Swede had numerous hobbies. He was an avid gardener
and sweet corn grower. He loved to fish, play cards, and
was a John Deere enthusiast. Swede loved local sports and
especially enjoyed going to the games of his grandkids
and great-grandkids. The highlight for him was when his
great-granddaughter, Madyson, broke the Earlville High
School girls’ basketball record for most career points, sur-
passing even Swede’s highest game points from his playing
days in Rollo. He loved trips with the grandchildren to Cubs
Opening Day and Cubs Convention. He would attend many
Cubs and White Sox games with Adam, Kora, and Jeff. He is
a five-year lung cancer survivor. He enjoyed his Wednesday
social hour with his friend Wayne. Swede was a frequent
flyer of the Beaver Den in Paw Paw and the BP in Earlville.
Thank you to the staff of both establishments for always
taking care of him.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be directed to the Paw
Paw Fire Department for the Paw Paw EMT program. Please
visit www.TormanFuneralHome.com to sign the online
guest book.

DEATH NOTICES
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES
(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death,
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.
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Easter Egg Hunts coming up

Continued from Page A1

Continued from Page A1

said. “It’s not a sure thing we
can get 120 pounds of beef
or pork every month. Plus,
we’d have to buy it instead
of getting it for free.

“Also, we’re not sure
if we’re going to still get
the USDA funds, which
we use to purchase from
River Bend. There hasn’t
been a confirmation yet of
whether or not that program
will continue. The USDA
program is through TANF
(Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families) and
TEFAP (The Emergency
Food Assistance Program),
which are both federally
funded.”

MACFP, which serves an
average of 170 clients (indi-
vidual or family) per month,
currently receives between
3,000-5,000 pounds of
food per month through the
USDA program at River
Bend Food Bank.

Theitemsreceived could
be anything from milk,
noodles, potatoes, canned
goods, fresh fruit, fresh
vegetables, and more, as
the order form never looks
the same month to month.

“Itwould be a huge price
problem for us,” Cooper
said. “If you think about
buying 3,000-5,000 pounds
a food every month that
you weren’t buying before,
it will definitely hurt us
financially. I don’t know
how long we would be able
to do it.

“At this point, we’re not
making any cuts to what our
clients receive. They’ll get
exactly what they were get-
ting before. They get anice
cart-full of food estimated
at $150-175.”

Donations, whether food
items or monetary, are
accepted at the Mendota
Area Christian Food Pan-
try located at 710 Sixth
Ave., Mendota. The pantry
is open 8-11 a.m. Tues-
day-Friday.

Camera

Continued from Page A1

Thereis one camerainthe
tower set in one position for
the 24-hour, seven-days-a-
week live broadcast.

“We’ve had families tell
us stories of their little chil-
dren, when they hear a train,
telling their parents to hurry
up and put it on YouTube, so
they can watch the train come
into town,” Walters said.
“That’s pretty cool. I live
five miles out of town and I
hear the whistles. I may pop
on my YouTube to see what
kind of train is going through
town. From a distance, I can
tell if it’s an Amtrak train or
a BNSF freight train from
hearing the horn.

“You can see Eighth
Street traffic really well. At
the end of the day, you can
see school buses. [ cansee the
American flag and it shows
how windy it is. This time
of the year, from day to day,
you can slowly see the grass
becoming greener.

“We like it for the Men-
dota Depot. It’s an asset. We
feel it benefits the town also.
Mendota can be seen from
anywhere in the country
thanks to YouTube. We’ve
read the comment boxes and
peoplehavesaid, “Wehaveto
check out the town.” We get
on there and further promote
Mendota by telling them
about our three museums and
Lake Mendota. We tell them
there are things to do.”

Steel Highway Railcams
also offers a highlight video
called “24 Hours of Men-
dota,” which can be found
on the YouTube page. The
feature shows all the trains
traveling through Mendota
ina24-hour period presented
in a condensed 80-minute
video. As of March 14, the
latest video was from Feb. 8.

As many as 60 people
have watched the Mendota
railcam and more can do
so by subscribing, liking,
and selecting the Mendota
camera on Steel Highway
Railcams on YouTube.

The board reviewed cafe-
teria prices and approved to
the following: student lunch
at $3.75, student breakfast
at $2.35, milk at 60 cents,
and adult (staff) lunch at
$4.50. All of the Ala Carte
lunch prices are established
during the school year with
the cafeteria director.

The board reviewed and
approved the 2025-2026
Consolidated District Plan
that is due to the Illinois
State Board of Education.
The CDP allows grantees to
address the federal formula
grant requirements with
the planning document. It
encompasses School and
District Improvement, Mul-
tilingual/Language Develop-
ment, Special Education, and
Title Grant Funds.

The board reviewed the
natural gas renewal present-
edbyLand’s Energy Service.
The board approved a one-
year natural gas contract with
Constellation.

The board reviewed and
discussed the request for Fis-
cal Year 2026 bus purchases.
The board tabled the request
of a 2024 54-passenger bus
purchase at $109,500 and the
purchase of a buy-out option
for a leased bus at $82,500.
The board discussed the an-
ticipated state funding. The
anticipated mandatory cate-
gorical payments to school
districts are expected to see
a reduction in regular trans-
portation, special education
transportation and private
facility transportation. The
board anticipates these rev-
enue reductions and agreed
to waitonnew bus decisions.

The ENGIE Phase IV
Board Resolution and
Amendment 7 was reviewed
and approved. The scope
of work includes replacing
existing vinyl commercial
tile, carpet and vinyl base
at the MHS building. The
flooring preparation will use
the epoxy mitigation system.
The flooring solution will
include a moisture mitigation
base layerthatincludes three
additional layers of epoxy
flooring systems and wear
and non-slip additives. The
carpet tile solution will also
include the moisture mitiga-
tion strategy.

ENGIE will also remedy
the masonry repair items
identified in the 10-year
Health and Life Safety Re-

R e

port. They will repair cracks
in concrete floors, concrete
CMU blocks and major
joints, provide efflorescence
cleaning and treatment, re-
caulk precast panel joints,
install backerrod and sealant,
repair exterior step cracks,
replace window and door
sealant, and also remedy the
fire protection repair items
identified in the report.

The 10-year Health Life
Safety items were identified
from the completed ISBE
approved survey completed
on Dec. 15,2023. The board
approved the total implemen-
tation cost of $2,141,040.
Thetimeline for work should
allow for on-site work com-
mencement on or before
June 4, 2025. The goal is to
have ROE Certification of
Occupancy on Aug. 8, 2025.

PERSONNEL ITEMS

The board entered a
closed/executive session,
and upon return to open
session, handled several
personnel action items.
The board approved the
retirement request of math
teacher, Kate Guglielmetti, at
the conclusion of the 2027-
2028 school year. The board
accepted the resignation
of Lisa Schroeder as boys’
basketball cheerleading
coach. The board renewed
the 2025-2026 contract of
Kate Hagenbuch as Speech
Language Pathologist (SLP).

The board renewed the
2025-2026 contracts for
the following: Todd Doyle
as Special Education/504/
Homebound Administrator,
Nicole Cromwell as Assis-
tant Principal, Brock Zinke
as Athletic Director. The
board approved the certified
teachers’ non-tenure renew-
als for Brenda Carbajal, Kyle
Lopez, Nick Myers, Angela
Priestley, Bryson Prusator,
Tom O’Neill, Dave Roden,
James Younger, Cody Zinke
and Liz Zinke, and granted
tenure to Kyra Koskotas. The
board thanked all of these
teachers for their prior and
continued service to MHS.

Approval was givento hire
football coaches Cody Zinke,
Bryson Prusator, Cesar Artea-
ga and Patrick Cassidy, and
approved volunteer coaches
Kurt Bruno, Jake Guerrero,
Mike Davis, Jeff Barrett, Brett
Chaon, Todd O’Sadnick and
Jeff Prusator.

The next regular meeting
of the District 280 Board is
Tuesday, April 22.
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MENDOTA — The Men-
dota YMCA is hopping into
spring by hosting two Easter
Egg Hunts this year.

The first of the egg hunts
is the Sensory Friendly Egg
Hunt in partnership with the
Mendota Area Chamber of
Commerce. This hunt is for
those that are sensitive to
over stimulation. All ages
are welcome. It will be held
on Saturday April 12. There
will be 500 eggs with candy,
and three golden eggs to be

found for bigger prizes. The
Sensory Friend Easter Egg
Hunt begins at 11:30 a.m.
at the Mendota YMCA after
the Chamber of Commerce
Egg Hop.

The YMCA will be hold-
ing the second egg hunt ofthe
season with its 4th Annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Satur-
day, April 19, at Veteran’s
Park, downtown Mendota.
The egg hunt is split up into
three age groups that have
their own designated times.

The schedule is as follows:

*10-10:30 a.m.—Ages 18
months to 4 years

*10:30-11 a.m. — Ages 5
to 7 years

*11-11:30 a.m. — Ages 8
to 10 years

There will be 1500 eggs
with candy in them that will
be split up between the three
age groups. There will also
be three golden eggs per age
group to be found for bigger
prizes. The event is free and
open to the public.

Paw Paw School Board addresses
concern about building safety-security

PAW PAW — The Paw Paw School Board
met in regular session on March 18.

A concerned parent inquired about the
safety-security of the school building. How
many entrance fobs are out, and how are they
accounted for?

Superintendent DuBois explained that the
only persons who have access to the fobs
are District employees, organizations that
have agreements with the district, and law
enforcement.

Possession ofthe fobs are recorded and fol-
lowed. Ifany people need access to the school
beyond school hours, an application must be
filled out. That fob would be programmed to
only allow entrance during the time they have
applied for and received approval.

Plans for altering the main entrance are
being considered in the school’s five-year
plan. Currently there is an intercom and
camera at the main entrance. Visitors must
be buzzed in at the main entrance. All the
entrances are locked, and cameras are located
at each entrance. When someone requests
access through the main entrance, a staff
member confirms their identity and purpose
before allowing them to enter the building.

Fees for the 2025-2026 school year were
announced. The State of Illinois requires a
10¢ increase in the cost of the school lunch
each year. For the coming school year, K-5
lunches will be $2.60. junior high $2.85,

and adults $3.25. Breakfast is also available
and provided at a cost of $2. There will be
no change to the cost for breakfast. About
30 students currently eat breakfast at school.

There will be no increase in the cost of
registration.

The fee for student handbooks will be
removed as all students now use Chrome-
books. There will be two new fees added
for next school year — a $30 technology fee
for Chromebooks and a $15 charge for the
replacement of a lost Chromebook charger.

The cost of participating in an extracurric-
ular sport is set by the hosting school when
co-oping takes place (currently track is the
only sport being co-opted)

Theresignation of Coordinator of Student
Services Dan Garza has been accepted

There will be a community forum on
Wednesday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. for a State
of the District report.

A bid for mowing of the school property
hasbeen accepted from Kern Lawn Services.

The area that the portable classrooms
previously occupied will now be asphalted
for parking of the school buses. The school
received a matching grant from the State of
Illinois for paving the space where 50 percent
of the cost is covered through the grant.

The schoolplay, “How to Get Away Witha
Murder Mystery,” will be Thursday, April 10
and Friday, April 11 at 6 p.m. both evenings.
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Life Line Screening event planned in Mendota

MENDOTA — Residents
livinginand around the Men-
dotacan learnabout theirrisk
for cardiovascular disease,
osteoporosis, diabetes, and
other chronic, serious condi-
tions with affordable screen-
ings by Life Line Screening.
Mendota Moose Lodge 714
will host this community
event on Tuesday, April 15.
The site is located at 211 E.

Don’t miss

an issue.

Subscribe
today.

New vehicle rates
as low as

Contact us for details!

Federally insured by NCUA

financialplus.org

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. This offer is available to FPCU members. Rates, terms, and conditions are
subject to change and based on credit worthiness and qualifications. Loans subject to approval.

12th St., Mendota.

Screenings can check for:

* The level of plaque
buildup in your arteries,
related to risk for cardio-
vascular disease, stroke and
overall vascular health.

« HDL and LDL Choles-
terol levels

« Diabetes risk

* Kidney and thyroid
function, and more

JR
i | B

Screenings are affordable
and convenient. Free parking
is available.

Special package pricing
startsat$159, but consultants
will work with you to create
a package that is right for
you based on your age and
risk factors. Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website at
www.lifelinescreening.com.
Pre-registration is required.

48,

—
Janko Realty & Development

Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units

available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.
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(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday « 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday * 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday * 10 am to 4
Closed Tuesday
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OPINION

Kip Cheek, Managing Editor
Brandon LaChance, News Reporter
Jennifer Robinson, Office Manager
Brent Hatch, Account Executive

Award-winning
Newspaper
IPA/NINA

lll. Press Assoc./No. lll. Newspaper Assoc.

Opinions expressed on this page are those of
the writer or artist. They do not necessarily re-
flect the opinions of the Reporter management
or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or hand-
printed. They should also be brief. All letters
must contain a name, address and telephone
number. The editor reserves the right to publish,
condense, revise or reject any submissions.

Letters

Nightengales could use porch, volunteers

Dear Editor:

Are there kind, talented
persons out there who would
get together and volunteer
to erect a safe, sturdy back
porch for Nightengales at
708 Jefferson St., Mendota
(815-539-6100)?

This little shop provides
much needed help for our
area residents who need it.

While we’re at it, aren’t
there any youth groups out
there — Boys/Girls Club,
church teen group, Boy
Scouts/Girl Scouts who
would volunteer to spend
a couple hours after school
sorting through and helping
to organize the donations?

Karen Vlasaty,
Paw Paw

Public Servants

UNITED STATES SENATORS

Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington, D.C. office: G12
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510,
telephone (202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago
office: P.O. Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847)
794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington, D.C. office: 711 Hart Senate
Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152,
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312)353-4952, fax (312)
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield,
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C.
office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515,
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR

JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor,
207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217)
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R.
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House,
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217)
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE

Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL

62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 S. Sec-
ond St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090,
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St.,
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800)
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101,
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER

Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller —
Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield,
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800)
877-8078.

TREASURER

Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building,
219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217)
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS

Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St.,
Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building,
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217)
782-7818.

Li Arellano (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 86 S. Galena
Ave., Suite 2, Dixon, IL 61021; Geneseo office: 115 S. Oak-
wood Ave., Geneseo, IL 61254, telephone (309) 944-3737;
State Capitol office: Stratton Office Building, A Section,
Office C, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES

Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W.
First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 N. Uni-
versity St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone
(309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol Building,
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Amy Briel (D), 76th District; District office: PO Box 774,
Ottawa, IL 61350, Springfield telephone (217) 782-4141.
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Dealing with slot machines — 1934

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks and Sidetracks col-
umn, reprinted from March 24, 1999.)
By Jessica Nashold

Alderman Ted Henning had a busy
morning on March 22, 1934. The
previous evening he had checked the
location of all slot machines in town.
Now, “vested with the power he had
as alderman,” he placed tags on 14
machines. These machines were not to
be moved until picked up and taken to
the city building. There they would be
opened and the money turned over to
the city treasurer.

Ithad been rumored that CWA work-
ers had been depositing their salaries
in the slot machines instead of feeding
their families.

The lure of winning something

for nothing is too great.

It was estimated that the amount
taken out of Mendota by way of slot
machines was running into thousands
of dollars each month. Henning had
been asked by many Mendotans to “do
something about it.”

He decided this was the time.

skokk

The city purchased pipe and hydrants
to be used in a CWA project, which
would connect all the dead ends in the
water system. Two shifts were hired,
each shiftto work three days each week.
This complied with the limitation of 24
hours per week per worker. In this way
more men were given an opportunity to
earn something each week.

The salary is 30 cents per hour.

skesksk

Father L.J. Wissing and the Men-
dota Ministerial Association urged
that businesses be closed Good Friday
afternoon and 77 merchants agreed to
close betweennoonand 3 p.m. Services
would be held at St. Mary’s and at the
Presbyterian church.

Itis hoped businessmen and the

public in general will attend.

At St. John’s Lutheran Church, there
was a Good Friday morning service
in German and an evening service in
English.

sksksk

OnMarch21-22, 1934, Westerman’s
took over the State Theatre for a style
show. The stage was decorated in orange
and greenand a 15-footrunway extend-
ed from the stage across the first few
rows of seats. The models were Mary
Louise Clark, Faith Setchell, Darlene
Welsch, Margaret Riegel, Doris Van Ry

Backtracks
&

Sidetracks

and the Zapf twins, Carolyn and Cath-
erine. All the garments modeled were
from Westerman’s and shoes were from
Miller & Jones. The models stepped
through frames designed as covers of
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar magazines.
Music was by John Runyon’s orchestra
from Paw Paw.

Fashionnote: hemlinesin 1934 were
about 10” from the floor.

skokok

A shipment of 6,000 cases (144,000
cans) of Peter Pan corn was taken by
truck to Chicago for distribution among
A& Pgroceries there. Ittook nine trucks
to handle the order. J.P. Hoffman, man-
ager of the Inderrieden plant, said this
brough the total cases sold to 28,000.
The number of cases remaining from
the 1933 pack was 20,000.

Farmers signed up to plant 1,000
acres of sweet corn for Inderrieden in
1934. Only 200 more acres could be
accommodated. The contracted price
was $7.50 per ton.

It may be more, but not any less.

Attention was directed to the benefit
of using corn stalks as feed for cattle
after the ears had been harvested.

sfeksk

MHS debaters qualified to enter
state competition at Macomb on April
5, 1934. Theodore Nelson was coach.
Upholding the affirmative were Eleanor
Gross, Mark Huss, Melvin Schmitz,
Jack Westerman and Everett Moore.
The negative team used Edwin Stam-
berger, Edward Baker, John Eichorn
and Karl Sams.

etk

On a farm near Van Orin, owned
by Joseph L. Zolper of Mendota, the
government leased 94 acres foran emer-
gency landing field. A beacon light was
to be installed and a house built for the
manager. The light was to be operated
each night as well as a light on a second
beacon north of Mendota. The field was
designated No. 34.

Just one of many emergency

landing fields for the accommo-

dation of aeroplane pilots.
kokok

Arlene Scheidenhelm was in charge

of girls’ physical education at MHS in
1934. She organized a girls’ basketball
tournament in which teams from each
class played the other teams twice, for
atotal of six games. The captains were:
freshman, Wilma Welsch; sophomore,
Lucille Lasswell; junior, Evangeline
Delhotal; senior, Helen Bankes.
seskosk
A Mendota Rifle & Pistol Club was
organized in Mendota with George D.
Smith as president. They had a rifle
range in the basement of the Chamberlin
dry goods store at 715 Washington St.
Smith looked forward to competition
with teams from rifle clubs in nearby
towns. Another goal was to provide
marksmanship instruction for youths
of the community.
skskk
When the Mendota Softball Asso-
ciation decided to use a 12” ball in the
1934 season, it was determined Puritan
Park would notbe a suitable place for the
games. Consideration was given to some
Faber lots that were in receivership,
but the grounds committee preferred
Kakusha Park.
sk ok
Lloyd Cotton and Fred Politsch took
over operation of the gas station at the
Chevrolet garage on Washington Street,
west of the library.
It will be open 24 hours a day.
sk ok
The Reporter investigated a strange
looking car on the tracks near the
depot. It was equipped with magnetic
needles, which became agitated when
passing over a defect in a rail. A daub
of'yellow paint marked the spot and the
section foreman would then replace the
defective rail.

The defective rail detector thus
stops many railroad accidents.
sksksk

Frank Westgate received a letter
from a relative who had in his pos-
session an Illinois map purchased by
his grandfather in the Troy Grove area
about 1835. The map showed only two
places in LaSalle County, Ottawa and
Shippingsport on the Illinois River.
It listed the population of the state as
157,575, including 746 slaves. The
relative wrote that he had never heard
his grandparents mention slaves, and
surmised that —

Likely they were on the end of

the state next to Kentucky or

Missouri.
Hkck

Teslas aren’t fascist vehicles

Mendota City Officials

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ..................... 815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave,, ............. 630-841-1315
THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First AVe., ...ccccveveriereieennnne 815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First AVe., ..ccccoeveeneiieniennene 757-412-9374
FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ......c.cccene.e. 815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .........c..cc......... 815-866-5558

By Rich Lowry

It’s a trope to say that Donald Trump’s opposition has
been shell-shocked and rudderless in the wake of his election
victory and his fast start out of the gate.

Notto fear, though. The Left has hiton its nextbig project --
anintifada againstthe country’s largest maker of electric cars.

The progressive fear and loathing of Elon Musk now may
be greater than that directed at Donald Trump. Since protestors
don’t have ready access to SpaceX’s rockets or to Starlink’s
satellites -- absent finding a way to launch their own rival
satellite network into space -- they’re waging war on Tesla.

The heretofore trendsetting, eco-conscious vehicle for
the affluent is now a hate object, a so-called “swasticar,” the
equivalent of a Volkswagen in 1930s Germany.

Everyone has a right to peacefully protest, of course, and
to refuse to buy whatever products they wish. But when the
Left engages in direct action, it’s always a sign you should
take steps to protect your property and person.

Teslas have been set on fire, spray-painted and otherwise
damaged. Charging stations have been burned and dealer-
ships vandalized. Shots were fired at a Tesla showroom in
Portland, Oregon. A woman in Colorado who attacked a
Tesla dealership, including with a Molotov cocktail, was
subsequently arrested near the location with more makeshift
bombs in her car.

A Tesla charging station in South Carolina was also Mo-
lotov-cocktailed. The vandal spraypainted “LONG LIVE
UKRAINE” onthe ground. In Ukraine, they prepared Molotov
cocktails to blunt the advance of Russian tanks closing in on
Kyiv; in America, progressive activists use them to stick it
to an entrepreneur whose politics they don’t like.

Of course, Teslas have been painted with swastikas, as if
a streamlined federal government is an indicator of incipient
fascism. As always, the Left is bizarrely incapable of distin-
guishing between libertarianism -- Musk wants more freedom
and less government -- and totalitarianism.

On the merits, the contrast between Musk and his ene-

mies is a good one for him: He is the creator; they are the
destroyers. That doesn’t mean that the protests and mayhem
aren’thaving an effect; Tesla sales had already been dropping,
and the “Tesla Takedown” is likely to accelerate the trend.

Part of the point is intimidation. The agitation is meant to
exact a price on Musk for DOGE and get him to abandon the
effort, as well as to make Tesla’s workers and the company’s
consumers afraid. No one wants to buy an expensive vehicle
and then become a political target or have their car vandalized.

Much mockery was directed at President Trump for tout-
ing the wonders of Teslas at a White House event, but the
president was trying to counteract a campaign of harassment
and vengeance directed at one of his top advisers, whom
he believes is doing good and necessary work. Asked by a
reporter if he’d consider the anti-Tesla violence domestic
terrorism, Trump said, “Yes,” and rightly so.

The Code of Federal Regulations defines terrorism as
“the unlawful use of force and violence against persons or
property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian
population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of polit-
ical or social objectives.” Part of the definition of domestic
terrorism according to the Patriot Act is acts “dangerous to
human life” intended “to influence the policy of a government
by intimidation or coercion.”

Musk enjoys being a provocateur. Yet, when he or his
supporters talk of burning things down, they mean it meta-
phorically. His witless and inflamed enemies, on the other
hand, are willing to literally burn things down. It is darkly
amusing to see people for whom electric cars are necessary
to saving the planet attack the most successful EV brand in
the country and take out the kind of charging stations that
President Biden labored so mightily and futilely to build.

The Left still doesn’t have an answer to Donald Trump,
but they’ve sure found a cudgel against one of American
industry’s most innovative products.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.



Wednesday, March 26, 2025

The Mendota Reporter e A7

ENTERTAINMENT

King Crossword

ACROSS 1 ]2 |3 5 |6 [7 |8
1 Menagerie
4 Embedded |12
spies
9 "Frontline"
airer
12 Year in Spain
13 Empathic
words
14 Land in la mer
15 Unfortunate
soul
17 "Wham!"
18 Ga. neighbor
19 Tabloid sub-
jects
21 Cal — (base-
pball's "Iron
Man") 56
24 Scored 100 on
25 Buckeyes' 59
sch.
26 Crateredge 54 Fiddle stick 5 South Pacific 27 Speedometer
28 Succinct 55 Ten — (long region stat
31 Shakespeare odds) 6 Restroom, for 29 Biblical king
title starter 56 Flying saucer short 30 Jittery
33 LAPD alert 57 New England 7 Writer Jong 32 Poses
35 Peruse cape 8 Choose 34 Imploring
36 Sasha's sister 58 Trudges 9 Fantasy 37 Conforms
38 Withit,once 59 Apply cream 10 Shapeless 39 Locales
40 Summer mo. mass 42 Pub seat
41 Norms (Abbr) DOWN 11 Stitches 44 Employ
43 In a morose 1 Microwave 16 '60s Atty. 45 Exile isle
way 2 Yoko from General 46 Inert gas
45 Concludes by Tokyo 20 Lusty look 50 Brit's restroom
47 Tank filler 3 Tic-tac-toe 21 Meander 51 Flop
48 Zodiac cat win 22 Actress 52 One — kind
49 Precinct 4 Bettein Fisher 53 Sailor
canine “Beaches" 23 Earns

Strange
 But True

By Lucie Winborne

* Africais the only conti-
nent with land in all four of
Earth’s hemispheres.

* Programmer Terry
Davis, who suffered with
schizophrenia, spent a de-
cade working onan operating
system to “talk to God.”

* The highest golf course
in the world is the Tuctu Golf
Club in Morococha, Peru,
sitting 14,335 feet above sea
level at its lowest point.

*Vladimir Putin’s grand-
father worked as a chef for
Rasputin, Lenin, and Stalin.

* Bluetooth technology
was named after 10th-cen-
tury King Harald Bluetooth,
who united Denmark and
Norway, just like technol-
ogy united computers and
cellphones.

* Colonel Sanders got
fired from a dozen jobs, was
a lawyer who once assaulted
his own client in court, start-
ed a restaurant that went out
of business, and found him-
self broke at the age of 65.
That’s when he started KFC.

* The Mayans drilled
holes in their teeth to insert
semiprecious stones.

*North Korea’s 105-story
Ryugyong Hotel, nicknamed
“The Hotel of Doom,” is one
ofthe world’s tallest unoccu-
pied building.

* Tceland has an official
book-buying season that
runs from September through
December. More than half
of all the books sold in the
country are purchased during
the month before Christmas.

* Australian compass ter-
mites construct their mounds
on a north-south axis.

* According to a study
of 79,777 patients, violent
criminals had a much lower
level of cholesterol than
nonviolent individuals.

* Linonophobia is a fear
of string.

* Hasbro has a “Monopo-
ly Speed Die” and an official
rulebook for “extreme” Mo-
nopoly variants.
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| Couch Theater |

“I’m Still Here” (PG-13)
-- To finish out the last of
this year’s award season
darlings, this Brazilian po-
litical-biographical film was
nominated for Best Picture at
the Oscars, and its leading ac-
tress Fernanda Torres (“Love
Me Forever or Never”) took
home a Best Actress award
atthe Golden Globes. Torres
plays wife and mother Eu-
nice Paiva, who deals with
the sudden disappearance
of her politician husband,
Rueben. Relentless to un-
cover what truly happened
to her husband, Eunice stops
at nothing to bring the truth
to light, turning an apparent
tragedy into a revolutionary
moment to stand against a
dictatorship. Outnow torent.
(Apple TV+)

“Running Point” (TV-
MA) -- This sports-comedy
series led by Kate Hudson
(“Glass Onion: Knives Out”)
was such a success after its
February release that it has
already been renewed for a
second season by Netflix.
After her older brother, Cam
(Justin Theroux), steps down
as the president of their fam-
ily business following a car
accident, Isla(Hudson)is ap-
pointed as the new president
of the Los Angeles Waves
basketball team. Although
she has the help of two other
brothers, Ness and Sandy,
Isla feels severely unpre-
pared for her new position as
a “reformed party girl.” Can
she prove that she’s got what
it takes to lead her team to a
championship? Find out for
yourself--all 10 episodes are
available to binge! (Netflix)

“Holland” (R) -- Fol-
lowing the heels of her
“Babygirl” campaign that
unfortunately fell under the

radar during award season,
Nicole Kidman stars in this
new mystery thriller, oppo-
site Matthew Macfadyen
(“Succession”). Kidman and
Macfadyen play the Vander-
groots, who appeartobe your
usual suburbanites raising
a child in the midwestern
town of Holland, Michigan.
But as Nancy’s (Kidman)
picture-perfect life begins
to wrinkle due to a suspicion
about her husband living a
double life, she enlists the
help of her friend, Dave
(Gael Garcia Bernal), to get
to the bottom of the situation.
Rachel Sennot (“Saturday
Night”) and Lennon Parham
(“Minx”) co-star in “Hol-
land,” premiering March 27.
(Amazon Prime Video)

“The Parenting” (R) --
This campy horror film out
now has such an incredible
ensemble castthat one would
expect it to be a sleeper hit,
but its cringey plot and di-
alogue can only take these
actors’ performances so
far. Nik Dodani (“Murphy
Brown’’) and Brandon Flynn
(“13 Reasons Why”) respec-
tively play Rohan and Josh,
a young couple who plan a
getaway to a country house
so that they can introduce
each other to their parents.
Thinking that awkward
moments with the in-laws
will be the worst of their
problems, Rohan and Josh
are shocked to find out that
theirrental is, in fact, haunted
by a 400-year-old evil en-
tity. The film is only saved
by comedic moments with
Brian Cox (“Succession”),
Edie Falco (“Bupkis”), Lisa
Kudrow (“No Good Deed”),
Parker Posey (“The White
Lotus”), and Dean Norris
(“Carry On”).

g,

FLASHBACK

2 S
I

1. Who was the first to record “Delta Dawn”?
2. Name the singer who wrote and released “Blowin’ in

the Wind.”

3. Belinda Jo Carlisle was lead singer for which band?

4. Who wrote and released “Bad Medicine”?

5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Your lips on
mine are soft as dew, Your kiss is so divine, Your eyes are
like the skies of blue, And stars that brightly shine.”

Answers

1. No, it wasn’t Tanya Tucker, although hers was the best
known, norwas it Helen Reddy, although she topped the charts
with her cover of the song. The first to release the song was
Bette Midler on her debut album in 1971.

2. Bob Dylan, in 1962. The song didn’t get much atten-
tion when it first came out, but it ended up as No. 14 on the
Rolling Stone list of 500 greatest songs of all time and went
into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

3. The all-female The Go-Go’s, organized in 1978.

4. Bon Jovi, in 1988.

5. “So Many Ways,” by Brook Benton, in 1959. Benton
had three songs top the R&B charts that year.

| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: Is it true that Lucy
Hale was almost Hannah
Montana? Can she sing? --
KW

A: Yes,
Lucy Hale,
who is best
known for
her role on
the teen
drama se-
ries “Pretty
Little Liars,” is a vocalist
as well as an actress. She
won “American Juniors,”
a children’s spin-off of
“American Idol,” and she’s
also released several singles
over the years.

She also submitted a
taped audition for the lead
role in the Disney series
“Hannah Montana,” but the
role eventually wentto Miley
Cyrus. Shedid, however, end
up guest-starring on another
teen sitcom “Drake & Josh.”

Hale says despite losing
out on the role that made
Cyrus a star, she is grateful
for the experience of audi-
tioning, since it made her

want to become an actress.
sk

Lucy Hale

Q:Iwasupsetto learnthat
“FBI: International” hasbeen
canceled. Is there a chance
that Jesse Soffer could return

By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Leon-
ardo DiCaprio has been
absent from big screens
since “Killers of the Flower
Moon,” which was an artis-
tic success but a box-office
disappointment. However,
50-year-old DiCaprio has
just completed “One Battle
After Another,” opposite
Oscar winners Regina Hall,
Sean Penn, and Benicio del
Toro. It’s scheduled to open
on Aug. 8.

sk ok

Brad Pitt wrapped the
American sports action
drama “F1,” featuring the
Formula One World Champi-
onship, and it opens on June
27. Pitt then jumped right
into the action-adventure
film “Heart of the Beast,”
which is about a former
Army Special Forces soldier
and his retired combat dog
who fight for survival after
crashing deep in the Alaskan
Wilderness. Pitt still doing
action/survival films at 61
saysalotaboutthe gene pool
that he came from.

sk ok

George Clooney’s next
film is the Netflix coming-
of-age comedy “Jay Kelly,”
with Adam Sandler, Laura
Dern, Billy Crudup, Riley

to “Chicago P.D.” now? I
hope so. -- N.E.

A: CBS recently an-
nounced the cancellation of
notonly “FBI: International”
but another spin-off, “FBI:
Most Wanted.” While the
“FBI” franchise might not
be as popular as NBC’s
“Chicago,”it’sstillapopular
commodity for the network,
whichis why they’re launch-
ing a new spin-off to fill the
void of both procedurals.

According to Screen Rant,
“’FBI: CIA’ will involve the
twonamed agencies cooperat-
ing together to prevent acts of
domestic terrorism” with two
main characters -- one from
each agency. It will mostly be
set in New York City. While
it’s not officially greenlit for
the fall schedule, “FBI: CIA”
is expected to be premiering
then. In fact, the show will first
air this spring as a “back-door
pilot” during “FBI,” which is
the original flagship series that
starteditall. “FBI”is currently
in its seventh season on CBS
and airs on Tuesday nights at
8 p.m. ET.

Asfarasthe castofthenew
spin-off, no one has been an-
nounced, but fans are hopeful
thatsome of their favorite cast
members from both “Interna-
tional” and “Most Wanted”

Hollywood

Keough, Jim Broadbent, Isla
Fisher and Greta Gerwig.
skskesk

As soon as Julia Roberts
wrapped the thriller “After
the Hunt” (due on Oct. 10),
with Andrew Garfield and
Chloe Sevigny, she jumped
right into filming the thrill-
er “Panic Carefully,” with
Elizabeth Olsen, Eddie Red-
mayne, Brian Tyree Henry,
and Ben Chaplin.

sk

Mark Wahlberg, who is
approaching 54 years old, is
still going full speed ahead.
He shot “Flight Risk” in
Las Vegas with Michelle
Dockery and Topher Grace,
which was directed by Mel
Gibson (whose last film
“Hacksaw Ridge” earned
six Oscar nominations and
won two statues). Wahlberg
then headed down under to
Sydney to shoot “Play Dirty,”
with Dermot Mulroney, Tony
Shalhoub, and Keegan-Mi-
chael Key forAmazon MGM
Studios.

He loved it so much that
he stayed on to shoot another
film -- the Amazon MGM
action comedy “Balls Up,”
with Molly Shannon and

Benjamin Bratt.
ks

will pop up permanently or
in guest appearances.

Yes, it’s possible Soffer
could return to “Chicago
P.D.” in the role he played
for 10 seasons. He chose to
leave in 2022 to take on new
acting challenges, which led
him to “FBI: International.”
Perhaps he’ll take a break
before his next project,
wherever it shall be.

skskosk

Q: What’s the latest on
Ted Lasso returning? Is it
officially coming back for
another season? -- T.W.

A: Yes, Jason Sudeikis,
who plays the titular role of
the eternally optimistic foot-
ball coach, has made it offi-
cial! “Ted Lasso” will be back
on Apple TV+ for a fourth
season. The announcement
arrives a full two years since
the airing of what was pre-
sumed to be the series finale.
Theactorrecently announced
on the Kelce Brothers’ “New
Heights” podcast that Ted
wouldbe coachingawomen’s
football team this time.

As far as casting news,
the only returnees we know
for certain in this early stage
of development are Sudeikis,
Hannah Waddingham (Re-
becca), Brett Goldstein (Roy)
and Jeremy Swift (Higgins).

Foundedin 1915, Technicol-
or was used by Walt Disney
for “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs” (1937), by
MGM for “The Wizard of
0z”(1939), and by David O.
Selznick for “Gone with the
Wind” (1939), toname a few
classics. The company re-
cently notified its customers
and employees that they’re
facing “severe financial chal-
lenges” and are anticipating
closings and layoffs. It may
mean that the upcoming
“Mission: Impossible -- The
Final Reckoning” might be
one of the last films ever in
glorious Technicolor!
sk ok

Dwayne Johnson must
have been disappointed by
his Christmas movie “Red
One,” with Chris Evans,
Lucy Liu, Nick Kroll and J.K
Simmons. It only recouped
$185.9 million of its $250
million cost. Butthe animated
“Moana2”musthave cheered
him up with its $1.05 billion
grosses. Next, he’s got “The
Smashing Machine” with
Emily Blunt opening later
this year and the live-action
“Moana” due in July 2026.
Guess his biggest challenge
these days is wrestling with
how to spend his estimated

* Trivia Test *

1. GEOGRAPHY: Mount
Everestis part of which moun-
tain range?

2. MOVIES: Which color
film was the first to win an
Academy Award for Best
Picture?

3. ASTRONOMY: Which
planet in our solar system is
believed to be the windiest?

4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Where is the U.S.
Constitution stored?

5. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
What is a group of lemurs
called?

6. TELEVISION: Which
city is the setting for the
dramatic series “The Wire”?

7. GEOLOGY: Which
country has the most active
volcanos?

8. LITERATURE: Which
characterina Charles Dickens
novel famously said, “Please,
sir, I want some more”?

9.ART: Which Dutch artist
is considered a master of light
and shadow, creating dramatic
effects in paintings?

10. SCIENCE: What is an
ectothermic animal?

Answers

1. The Himalayas.

2. “Gone With the Wind.”

3. Neptune.

4. The National Archives.

5. A conspiracy.

6. Baltimore, Maryland.

7. Indonesia.

8. Title characterin “Oliver
Twist.”

9. Rembrandt.

10. Cold-blooded.

Is this the end of an era?  $800 million net worth!

4 )
Can you name the
country that has the
most active volcanos?
Find the answer
in Trivia Test!
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

HONOR ROLL

N. Salinas earns Dean’s List honors

WORCESTER, Mass. — Natalia Salinas
of Mendota was named to the College of the
Holy Cross Fall 2024 Dean’s List.

A member of the Class of 2028, Salinas
was named to the Dean’s List for outstanding
academic achievement during the fall semes-
ter of the 2024-25 academic year.

To qualify, students must pass four or
more letter-graded courses with no failing
grades during the semester and earn a GPA
of 3.5 or higher.

The College of the Holy Cross, in Worces-
ter, Mass., is among the nation’s leading
liberal arts institutions. A highly selective,
four-year, exclusively undergraduate college
of 3,100 students, Holy Cross is renowned for
offering a rigorous, personalized education
in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition.

IVCC names Fall 2024 graduates

OGLESBY - Last fall, a total of 162
students earned 185 degrees and certificates
from Illinois Valley Community College.

Graduates are listed by hometown with
their degrees or certificates. They are eligible
to participate in Spring College Commence-
ment.

Earlville — Zackery Anderson, Truck
Driver Training; Ryleigh Dixon, Certified
Nursing Assistant (CNA); Morgan Kunkel,
CNA; Jessica Ramey, AAS in Paramedic;
Nevaeh Sansone, CNA

LaMoille—Giovanni Gatza, Truck Driver
Training

Mendota — William Bentley, Associate
in Science; Stacey Cervantes, Associate in
Arts; Mariah Figueroa, Phlebotomy; Mar-
tha Flores, CNA; Alexia Gross, Associate
in Arts; Casandra Hernandez, CNA; Erica
Hernandez, CNA; Nicholas Hochstatter,
Industrial Electrician; Brandon Kunkel,
Truck Driver Training; Abigail Kunz, In-
fant/Toddler Gateways Credential Level 2,
ECE Gateways Credential Level 3; Deb-
orah Lengsfeld, AAS in Early Childhood
Education; Jose Magallanes-Carlos, Truck
Driver Training Advanced Proficiency;
Antonio Martinez, Associate in Science;
Raul Perez, CNA; Karla Sandoval, CNA;
Dagen Setchell, EMT; Kaleb Stewart,
Truck Driver Training; Manuel Trejo, Truck
Driver Training; Jessica Valdez, Associate
in Science

Ohio — Brennan Blaine, Truck Driver
Training

IV CC Presidential Honors list

OGLESBY - For the Fall 2024 semester,
the following students were named to the
Presidential Honors list at Illinois Valley
Community College.

Students who have earned a grade point
average of 3.75t0 4.0 in 12 or more semester
hours, listed by hometown, are:

Compton — Jenah Sims; Christina Van
Sickle; Earlville — Easton Fruit; Morgan
Kunkel; Rocco Morsovillo; Morgan Myre;
Darlene Sparks; Mendota — Hope Baratta;
Kamdyn Becket; William Bentley; Joshua
Figueroa; Alexia Gross; Abigail Kunz; Torren
Martin; Hailey Minter; Derek Nanez; Cody
Nettleton; Samantha O’Brien; Stacy Pavnica;
AlysaSharp; Ryan Stevenson; Grace Wasmer.

1IVCC Academic Honors list

OGLESBY - For the Fall 2024 semes-
ter, the following students were named to
the Academic Honors list at Illinois Valley
Community College.

Students who earned a grade pointaverage
of 3.25 to 3.74 in six or more semester hours,
listed by hometown, are:

Arlington — Dylan Hunter; Compton
— Dessa Komitas; Tayla Schwaegerman;
Earlville—Hailey Abbott; Zackery Anderson;
Matthew Farrell; Madelynn Glade; Dalia
Hernandez; Lidia Hernandez; Emma Jacobs;
Macy Mahler; Bailey Miller; Samantha
Young; La Moille — Isabella Fischer; Luke
Flanagan; Giovanni Gatza; Brooke Motter;
Sadie Quest;

Mendota—Edgar Arteaga; Owen Aughen-
baugh; Jace Baird; Makenzie Bean; Shelby
Boege; Lily Bokus; Kirby Bond; Jenny
Brown; Andres Castaneda; Itzel Cervantes;
Emma Clark; Ella Coss; Adam Davis; Flor
Delao; Ava Eddy; Mariah Figueroa; Crystal
Garcia; David Garcia; Vanessa Gomez-Rico;
Rolando Gonzalez; Yanely Guzman; Natalie
Hanaman; Claire Hanson; Zoe Hanson;
Charles Heiting; Erica Hernandez; Quin Hol-
land; Maggie Kmetz-Korte; Cameron Kor-
dick; Brandon Kunkel; Stacy Law; Samuel
Matura; Anthony Melendez; Korinne Miars;
Brittney Miers-Shiell; William Munson;
Jesus Orozco; Owen Ossman; Raul Perez;
Rafael Romero; Karla Sandoval; Dayanara
Solis; Amy Sondgeroth; Kaleb Stewart; Jes-
sica Valdez; Madison Younglove;

Ohio — Brennan Blaine; Michael Walker;
Van Orin —Isabella Wittenauer; West Brook-
lyn — Kaley Siemer
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Northbrook Middle School

MENDOTA - North-
brook Middle School has
named its high honor roll
and honor roll students for
Trimester 2.

Fifth Grade High Hon-
ors — Daniella Arteaga,
Jersie Carr, Harrison Coss,
Oliver Davis, Gabriella
Diaz, Aubre Dinges, Peter
Dunfrund, Nina Escatel,
Alexxa Figueroa, Nikki
Figueroa, Addison Gaspar,
Landon Kent, Krew Knaff,
Bailee Lambert, Adelynn
Landers, Jacob Lengsfeld,
Daniela Magallanes, Aubrey
Mathieu, Kennedy McCol-
lom, Kennedy Mellott, Jacob
Nunez Diaz, Ariel Pavnica,
LylaPecher, Camden Phalen,
Brayden Piller, Mayra Rent-
eria, Jaclynn Ridge, Aleeah
Smith, Connor Stevenson,
Maddie Strait, Reese Ward,
Alexander Wickstrom, Aus-
tin Wire, Briana Zendeli

Fifth Grade Honors
— Omar Aranda, Emilio
Arteaga, Rigoberto Arteaga
III, John Bend, Lindsey
Boege, Jude Borelli, Ruben
Celis, Maddox Chaon, Victor
Correa, Abel Diaz, Sophia
Dunley, Ella Escatel, Dana
Falcon Santoyo, Emilia
Farrier, Mackenzie Fielder,
Charlee Fordham, Tool
Fromherz, Aubrey Gambrel,
Julian Garcia, Triniti Garcia,
Camila Garnica Avalos,
Brody Gilkerson, Miles
Gilkerson, Evelina Gon-
zalez, Faelan Hagy, Allen
Hernandez, Kayden Hunt,
Evan Komitas, Brogan Krei-
ser, Izaiah Lopez, Liliana
Montoya, Jayvon Moss, Aria
Olson, Gunner Owens, Fred-
dy Perez, Evelyn Quintana,
Molly Randa, Dylan Read,
Israel Rivera, Jayden Saylor,
Samuel Saylor, Tyler Skaggs,
Julien Woods

Sixth Grade High Hon-
ors — Jake Allen, Cruz Artea-
ga, Danicla Arteaga, Julian
Arteaga, Bradley Betz, Jaxx
Bonnell, Emiliano Casas

Valle, Eliza Celis, Adam
Cox, Kinsley Diaz, Brianna
Escatel, Sophia Garcia, Eli-
jah Godina, Sebastian Har-
zheim, Olivia Jomant, Collin
Klecker, Kate Kleckner,
Macy Mabhaffey, Michelle
Montes, Gianna Morano,
Aaron Ortega, Marley Pelka,
Isabella Ramos, Kamilah
Raya, George Rhynedance
VI, NadiaRodriguez, Kenyen
Scott, Kayli Seablom, Lily
Skjoldager, Brayden Thiele,
Ruzdije Zendeli

Sixth Grade Honors —
AntonioArteagall, Olympia
Becker, Mason Fielder, Jayla
Francis, Grayson Goodlow,
Leonardo Leek, Colton
Mikulik, Hunter Noles,
Mara Ohlendorf, Tadeo
Ortiz Manzo, Taylyn Piskie,
Daniel Price, Arianna Quin-
tana, Kaylynn Read, Emma
Renoud, Alexander Rivera,
Angel Rivera, Jace Schnait-
er, Kayne Schneider, Drake
Silva, Isabella Silva, Jaylah
Sotelo, Ayden Stallings, An-
gie Vazquez, Jaxson Villegas

Seventh Grade High
Honors — Isaac Baltazar,
Karly Beetz, Brystol Bon-
nell, Kenna Brown, Kathleen
Clark, Lila Coss, Taylor
Erlenborn, Aliya Escatel,
Bellalyn Escatel, Janelly
Escatel, Samantha Fol-
tynewicz, Aubri Gonza-
lez, Gage Hanson, Albana
Imeri, London Jones, Chloe
Klein, Sebastian Magallanes,
Dianely Mendez-Santana,
Kendra Milus, Viridianna
Perez, Hunter Piller, Maggie
Price, Camilo Ramirez, Lyla
Rodriguez, Evelyn Sims,
Victor Solorzano, Adalynn
Sondgeroth, Maycie Spros-
ton, Gavin Stamberger,
Harper Stamberger, Raelynn
Sundberg, Elyse Waldron

Seventh Grade Honors—
Kailani Akau-Witty, Isayan-
na Arreola, Bentley Bejster,
William Bromenschenkel,
Austin Brown, Jose Chavez
Vidal, Caroline Correa,

Holden Coss, Aaron Covar-
rubias, Aliya Eames, Seriyah
Elam, Jayden Figueroa,
Kendal Fromherz, Emilia-
no Galido-Garcia, Olivia
Gallagher, Alejandro Gon-
zalez, Dominic Gonzalez,
Kayleigh Higgins, Herlinda
Huizar, Skyler Kenny, Kath-
ryn Loutsch, Eli Martinez,
Elaina Ohlendorf, Jordan Ol-
ivarez, Charlize Pena, Kayne
Phillips, Parker Ramer,
Nicolas Ramirez-Bautista,
Brooklyn Russell, Santos
Salinas, Henry Schroeder,
Kennie Stremlau, Armando
Valdes, Carson Walzer, Wy-
att Zimmerman

Eighth Grade High
Honors — Mia Arteaga,
Mallory Beck, Brianna Betz,
LilaBielema, Kylee Bonnell,
Jacqueline Bryson, Arian
Chavez, Aliya Delao, Gabri-
elaDiaz, Eliana Eames, Isaac
Espinoza, Ari Gambrel, I1lan
Garcia, Giana Godina, Va-
leria Gomez, Vania Gomez,
Callum Indigo, Eli Kaecker,
AvaMahaffey, Valerie Manz,
Allison McNutt, Alana Me-
lendez, Olivia Perryman,
Nora Rhynedance, Lumen
Setchell, Liam Strait, Saman-
tha Stremlau, Gavin Tolley,
Camila Vallejo, Emerson
VanHorn, Maci Winn

Eighth Grade Honors
— Aisaac Arteaga, Candie
Arteaga, Rafael Arteaga,
Sebastian Arteaga, Audrina
Askin, Charles Beatty, An-
nalee Becerra, Bella Bute,
Embr Castaneda, Sergio
Correa, Leighton Davis,
Gina Diaz, Aiden Fisher,
Bradley Fultz, Aleeya Gar-
cia, Felipe Gonzalez, Josh-
ua Granados, Zaydn Law,
Yuliza Magallanes, Analy
Martinez, Azaria Morris,
Jacob Nelson, Elizandro
Orozco, Aileen Perez, Sam-
uel Reyes, Ivory Rodriguez,
Axel Ruiz, Alexis Saylor,
Juliana Seablom, Moxie
Taylor, Laurali Thompson,
Brayden Wilhelm
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planned for
Kelly’s 90th

MENDOTA — An open
house to celebrate the 90th
birthday of Don Kelly will
be held on Sunday, March
30 from 1-3 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church
in Mendota. The church is
located at 100 E. Sixth St.

Everyone is welcome to
attend to help Kelly mark
this milestone birthday.

Historical Society
to present Tutaj
film on April 10

MENDOTA — The Men-
dota Historical Society’s
April program will be the
screening of a film by histo-
rian Ray Tutaj, set for 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 10.

The film covers the cre-
ation of the nation’s firstland
grant railroad, the Illinois
Central. Tutaj explores how
the Illinois Central Railroad
was vital to the settlement
and economic development
of Illinois and the creation
of Mendota in the middle
years of the 19th century.
Additionally, the film looks
at the key roles played by
major national figures like
Abe Lincoln and Stephan
Douglas.

The Mendota Historical
Society encourages atten-
dance to learn more about
something so important to
not just Mendota but Illinois
as a whole.

Tickets are $10 each and
can be reserved by visiting
the Historical Society web-
site at https://mendotamu-
seums.org/programs/ or by
calling 815-539-3373.

Illinois Valley Library Road Trip to kick off April 6

MENDOTA - Load up for the
second annual [llinois Valley Library
Road Trip. And don’t forget Aunt
Edna or Cousin Eddie.

As the weather warms, you and
the family may start itching to es-
cape your home. If you can’t afford
a trip to the Grand Canyon, don’t
want to lose Dinky in Colorado, or
sneak Aunt Edna into a backyard in
Phoenix, head to your home library.

Starting Sunday, April 6, libraries
across LaSalle, Bureau, and Put-
nam counties are participating in a
Library Road Trip with a National
Lampoon’s Family Vacation theme.

Everyone is invited to visit their
home library, pick up a passport,

Illinois State Regent visits local DAR chapter

and hit the road with their favorite
music and snacks! Once you get to
another library, have your passport
stamped at the circulation desk, and
take alook around! Every library has
a specialty collection for everyone
to see and experience all Illinois
Valley libraries. Have your pass-
port stamped at as many libraries
as you’re comfortable visiting and
return to your home library to turn
in your passport. Your passport and
stamps will get youachancetowina
prize from your home library in May.

Theroad trip will run from April 6
to May 10. Notall libraries have the
same hours or rules, so participants
are encouraged to call or visit their

website or Facebook page before
heading out for your day’s trip.
Did you know you can use your
library card at all area libraries? You
can also return items at any area
library and the item will return to
where it came from through a de-
livery system provided by Reaching
Across Illinois Libraries. Addition-
ally, if a library doesn’t have what
you’re looking for, another local
library may, or it can be ordered
from one of the 139 other libraries
that are members of the PrairieCat
consortia. You can have your items
delivered to your home library or
your library of choice.
Participating libraries include:

Earlville Public Library, Graves
Hume Public Library (Mendota),
Ladd Public Library, LaMoille-Clar-
ion Public Library, LaSalle Public
Library, Marseilles Public Library,
Oglesby Public Library, Ohio Public
Library, Paw Paw Public Library,
Peru Public Library, Princeton
Public Library, Putnam County
Public Libraries (all branches),
RaymondA. Sapp Memorial Library
(Wyanet), Reddick Public Library,
Richard A. Mautino Public Library
(Spring Valley), Selby Township
Library, Streator Public Library,
Tiskilwa Public Library, Utica
Public Library and Walnut Public
Library.

“Hello, Dolly!”

MENDOTA — The Fort
du Rocher Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution held a special
meeting March 23 at the
First United Methodist
Church, Mendota. Special
guest, [llinois State Regent
Christina Bannon, present-
edaprogram on leadership.
Her state regent project is
Working Together, Mak-
ing a Difference Grant
Program.

She said a good leaders
improve the traits they are
lacking, always educate
themselves, believe in their
abilities, focus on doing
things of greater value, hold
themselves accountable,
are great contributors, man-
age pressure, demonstrate
mutual respect and are role
models.

Poor leaders have no
vision, lack integrity, over
think (blow things out of
proportion), think they have
all the answers, donotbroad-
en their perspective, have a
lack of love, their team is not
comfortable, overworking
team around them, have
lack of resources, value the
results more than the people,

coming to IVCC

OGLESBY - Tickets
for IVCC’s Theatre De-
partment production of
“Hello, Dolly!” are now
on sale.

To reserve seats, visit
the IVCC Theatre’s Vir-
tual Box Office at www.
ivce.edu/theatre. Tickets
are $20 for adults and
$15 for students in high
school and younger. Ad-
mission is free to IVCC
employees and students.

“Hello, Dolly!” will be
performed April 3 through
April 13. Performances
begin at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturday, April 5. Sunday
matinees begin at 2 p.m.
There is no performance
on Saturday, April 12,
because [VCC celebrates
its 100th anniversary with
a gala finale that evening.

The production stars
guest artist and profes-
sional actress Tamra
Challacombe as Dol-
ly, and the large cast
includes community
members and students.
The show is directed
and choreographed by

fail to delegate, are slow to
act and adjust, and don’t pay
attention to the needs of the
community.

To become good leaders
a person needs to have cour-
age, treat members as unique
individuals, give theirteama
purpose, prioritize and plan,
notbe afraid to ask questions

Illinois State Regent Christina Bannon, center, welcomed by Fort Du Rocher Vice Regent
Beverly Richardson, left, and Regent Donna Jungnickel at the local DAR chapter’s

meeting on March 23. (Photo contributed)

Don Grant Zellmer and
produced and costumed
by Dr. David Kuester,

and listen to their team.
The next chapter meeting
will be at 10 a.m. Saturday,
April 12 atthe LaSalle Public
Library. The program will be
onspring gardening tips. The

FortduRocherweb page may
be viewed at http://www.fort-
durocherchapternsdar.com.
Any woman over 18 years
of age whose lineage traces
back to a Revolutionary
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Save Big Money with Tony’s Tree Service

TREE SERVICE

+ Custom Woodwork
+ Painting
+ Ceiling Fan & Lighting
Installation
* Drywall Repair
* Door Installation & Repair
+ TV & Picture Mounting

No
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) Too
Handyman Services LLC sma“!

. [8151780-1884
@ hunterhandymanserviceslic.com
@hunterhandymanserviceslic

+ Home Repair
+ Cabinet Repair &
Installation
+ Some Plumbing
* Furniture Assembly
* Floor Repair & Installation

04012024

with technical direction
by Chad Brokaw.

The production marks
Kuester and Zellmer’s
last before they retire
this year.

War patriot, who wishes to
learn more about Daughters
of the American Revolution
is invited to attend the next
meeting or go online to www.
dar.org.
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Lawncare Services

Leave a message:
Jose A. Mandujano (815) 414-1054

MENDOTA, IL
61342
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Garden Design « Lawn Maintenance ¢ Tree Trimming
Mowing « Landscape Design « And More!

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes,
Vintage Cars, Foreign & Domestic,

Restored & Unrestored, Hot Rods,
Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

‘$ Top Dollar Paid

for your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

call Jim at
630-201-8122
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POLICE
BLOTTER

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Connor J. Carreon, 31, of
1309 Guiles Ave., Mendota,
was charged with driving
whilelicense suspended after
atraffic stopatRoute 251 and
North 40th Road at 10:15
a.m. March 23. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.
DOMESTIC BATTERY

Dennis Figueroa, 43, of
1304 Jefferson St., Mendota,
was charged with domestic
battery after police officers
responded to the report of
a disturbance in the 1300
block of Jefferson Street at
1:30 p.m. March 23. The
subject was transported to
the LaSalle County jail to
appear before a judge.

IN
MEMORIAM

In Loving Memory of
JERRY HILD SR.,
who passed away
six years ago,
March 31, 2019
He never looked for
praises, he was never
one to boast,
he just went on
quietly working
for the ones
he loved the most.
His dreams were
seldom spoken
his wants were very
few, and more of the
time his worries
went unspoken too.
He was there...

a firm foundation
through all our storms
in life, a sturdy hand
to hold on to in times
of stress and strife.

A true friend we could
turn to when times were
good or bad, one of our
greatest blessings, the
man that we called Dad.

Sadly missed,
By Your Family

Illinois officials
address effects of
USDA funding freeze

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD -
Some Illinois agricultural
programs have come to a
haltasaresultofafunding
freeze from the federal
government.

“The last two months
have created instability
in agriculture and ag-
ricultural markets like
we haven’t experienced
since the COVID period
ofoperation,” said Illinois
Department of Agriculture
Director Jerry Costello.

Costello’s testimony
in Springfield focused
on several agreements
between USDA and his
agency, including the
Local Food Purchase As-
sistance Program.

He said the purpose of
the LFPA Program is to
“maintain and improve
food and agricultural sup-
ply chain resiliency.” The
cooperative agreements
between USDA and states
allow states “to procure
and distribute local and
regional foods and bever-
ages that are healthy and
nutritious, and meet the
needs of the population.”

“LFPA was designed
to support both ends of
the food chain, farmers

and those they feed,” said
Costello. “Cutting the
funding leaves farmers on
the hook for expenses they
incurred believing they
would be reimbursed and
leaves our most vulnera-
ble, food-insecure com-
munities without meat,
fresh produce and other
nutritious donations they
were promised.”

[llinois Department of
Natural Resources Director
Natalie Phelps Finnie says
the pause on federal grants
has created chaos, and will
affect many Illinoisans in
many ways, including rural
fire departments.

“Residents rely on our
volunteer fire departments
to not only put out house
fires, but also respond to
car crashes, reach hikers
who have been injured at
Shawnee National Forest,
rescue boaters on the Ohio
River or recover a victim
ofdrowning,” said Finnie.

The United States De-
partment of Agriculture
said in an email that it had
notified states, territories
and tribes that the money
for fiscal year 2025 is no
longeravailable and those
agreements will be termi-
nated following 60-day
notification.

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe
today. Call 815-539-9396
or stop by 703 lllinois Ave.
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Birthday
Michelle!

Put A Little Fun
In Someone’s Life!

A Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message-or
just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

We love you!
Mom, Dad,
Billie & Susie
B You can run any size ad $6%°
per column inch for Reporter
OR Money Saver
$85° per column inch in BOTH

1 Column x 4” (See examples)
$26 in Reporter Or
Money Saver Call 815-539-9396 for

$34 To Run In Both more information

2 Column x 2”
s26inReporter | CONGRATULATIONS!
Or Money Saver on passing your State Exams
$34 To -
remBotn | G@rol Ann Smith, RN

Love, Joey

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set
up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL

Anything that still has usability and some value.

2. HOW TO PRICE

Decide the price of each item and then tag that

item.

3. LENGTH OF SALE

Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.

4. HOW TO SET IT UP

Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have
a central place with sufficient change for them to

pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE

The most effective place to reach more people is in
The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist

you in placing your sale ad.

GARAGE SALE DEADLINES’

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Call 815-539-9396 or
stop in the office at
703 Illinois Ave.
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SPORTS

You only have one pick, which
national sporting event is it?

As new music isn’t my vibe and I can sing or rap along
with most songs because it feels like I’ve heard every track
ever made, many times, [’ve deep dove into podcasts over
the last few years.

Although Ifirststarted listening to people talk about sports,
music, movies, historic events, historic people, and crime
in the mid-2000s,
I’ve spent the last
four or five years

Not the listening to atleast
one show a day.
Last Chance One of my fa-
By Brandon vorites is The Dan
LaChance Patrick Show.
Every episode,

Dan and the Da-
nettes (Paul, Fritz,
Seton, Marvin which were coined the Danettes by Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame member and current NBA broadcaster
Reggie Miller) have a poll question or sometimes numerous
ones during their three-hour program aired Monday through
Friday.

Aweek or so ago, they asked a hypothetical, “If you could
only go to one national sporting event, which one would itbe?”’

Some of'the options brought up were the NFL Super Bowl,
MLB World Series, NBA Finals, PGA Masters, a tennis event
such as the Australian Open, French Open, U.S. Open, or
Wimbledon, the NCAA CTP football championship, or the
NCAA men’s basketball Final Four.

If I remember right, Patrick and one of the Danettes said
the Super Bowl and the other three said the NCA A Final Four.

I agree with Paul, Seton, and Marvin, I’m going to the
Final Four.

At one point in life I would have said the NBA Finals.

At a different point, I would have said the Super Bowl.

At one exact, distinct point, I would have said the World
Series.

I never would choose the Masters, anything tennis, or
college football.

But with NBA basketball being boring as players chuck
up 3-pointers while the rest of the team stands around, the
Super Bowl contains either the team who avoided injuries or
spent the most money, the culmination of the baseball season
is all about which owner spent the most money, and college
basketball always being awesome, my obvious answer is
the Final Four.

Sure, there were years the Final Four or the NCAA Cham-
pionship wasn’t the best, but all of them have intrigue. Add
brackets and trying to take jellybeans from friends, family,
and co-workers and it’s the winning solution for the best
sports event of the year.

Just to make sure my answer was legit, I went through the
web archives of each sport’s (NBA, MLB, NFL, and NCAA
hoops) big event since I was in junior high in the late 1990s
until now, which is when I’ve really, really paid attention to
who was/is winning what.

I took tallies of what championship games or series |
didn’t watch and which ones I remember.

World Series came in last. From 1997 until now, I’ve only
watched 13 World Series and I remember huge moments,
whether at the plate, on the mound, or media circus from
about eight of them.

Of course, the White Sox in 2005 (the one exact moment
[ referenced before), the Cubs in 2016, and the Cardinals in
2006 (I was attending Southern Illinois University, closer
to St. Louis than Chicago, and watched with a Cardinals
fan at an establishment with 100s more Cardinal fans), are
three of the eight.

I went a little further back with the Super Bowl since I
watched the Dallas Cowboys win ships with my uncle (a
huge Cowboys’ fan to this very day) when I was a little kid.

From 1993 until now, I’ve only missed two of NFL’s last
game of'the year, 2010 when the New Orleans Saints beat the
Indianapolis Colts and 2018 when the Philadelphia Eagles
beat the New England Patriots.

I remember where I was at and big moments of all of the
Super Bowls I did watch.

Being the NBA has been my favorite association since I
became a sports fan, thank you Michael Jordan and 1990s
basketball, I thought the league would win my little research
adventure.

I'watched bits and pieces of the Bulls winin 1992 and 1993,
at the age of six and seven, but with the blend of my memory
into all of the clips I’ve watched over the years, I couldn’t
tell you what is my brain and what is YouTube and ESPN.

However, I remember all of the second Bulls’ three-peat
as I still have scars from the floor in front of the TV as I
was glued.

There was a promotion along the way to the couch, a
chair, dorm room or dorm lounge seating, and then my
own furniture as I witnessed every NBA Finals from
1996 until 2018 when I became sick of the Golden State
Warriors and the Cleveland Cavaliers, who played in
four straight finals.

Since then, 2019-2024, I’ve watched at least two games
from each finals.

I wish I would have gotten a chance to see John Wooden’s
UCLA Bruins win NCAA championships, or Bob Knight’s
Indiana Hoosiers, or the North Carolina’s win on Jordan’s big
shot, or Patrick Ewing in Georgetown, or the mighty Duke
teams in the early 1990s.

However, since Mateen Cleaves, with a bum ankle, led
the Michigan State Spartans to the ship in 2000, I have par-
ticipated in either viewership numbers, filling out brackets,
or bandwagoning teams after SIU or Illinois is eliminated,
every single year.

Watching Carmelo Anthony and the Syracuse Orange with
the championship trophy as I was a junior in high school, I
thought he was going to be better than LeBron James. I thank
a friend for getting me a signed photo of “Melo” playing in
the 2003 big game.

Through Illinois’ awesome run to the ship my freshman
year in college, the back-to-back Florida wins, Bill Self
rallying Kansas, John Calipari doing the same for Kentucky,
Rick Pitino sharing his magic with Louisville, Jay Wright
and Villanovain 2018, Bill Self and the Jayhawks reclaiming
in 2022, and the back-to-back University of Connecticut
celebrations...I’ve been there for it all.

Honestly, in the last 15 years, I don’t think I’ve missed
a single Sweet 16 contest. If I didn’t have it on the TV, I
listened to it since I’'m always trying to improve on my radio
broadcasting skills by listening to the professionals.

Going through my mental schemas of games and sports
moments was awesome. And it’s cool the NCAA men’s
basketball Final Four is my go-to, always, no matter who is
in the last three games of the season.

Your turn to answer the question.

If you could only go to one national sporting event, which
one would it be?

AMBOY - Mendota
opened the 2025 soft-
ball season with a 12-10
triumph over Amboy on
March 17 at Amboy.

The Lady Trojans
broke on top in the first
inning when Charlee
Dankenbring delivered a
single to drive in Emily
Diaz. Amboy answered
with three runs in the
bottom of the first to take
a brief 3-1 lead.

Mendota grabbed the
lead for good when it sent
12 batters to the plate and
half of them scored in the
second. The Lady Trojans
had RBI singles by Leah
Henkel and Diaz in the

Two big innings propel MHS
past Amboy in softball opener

frame, while Ava Eddy,
Addison Perryman and
Sydney Tolley each drew
bases loaded walks to
force in three more runs,
and Talia White was hit
by a pitch with the bases
jammed to plate another
run.

Amboy crept closer
with single tallies in the
third and fourth innings,
but the Lady Trojans
batted around again in
the fifth and scored five
runs. Cassie Gonzalez,
Henkel, Diaz, Dank-
enbring and Perryman
all had singles in the
inning, with Diaz and
Perryman driving in two

runs apiece and Henkel
plating one run.

As it turned out, Men-
dota needed all the runs
it scored after Amboy
pushed across five runs
over the final two frames.

The Lady Trojans
picked up 11 hits in the
contest with Dankenbring
collecting three singles
and Henkel and Diaz
getting two each.

Eddy went the dis-
tance in the circle to get
the win. She allowed nine
hits, three earned runs,
walked seven and struck
out eight. Leighton Gul-
ley paced Amboy with
three hits.

Junior Varsity Softball
Members of the 2025 Mendota High School junior varsity softball team, front row,
left to right, are Abby Magallanes, Grace Schlesinger, Kenzi Fultz and Karissa Free-
man. Middle row, Alexis Nave, Gisselle Gonzalez and Leah Schwemlein. Back row,
Ari Figueroa, Karson Doyle, coach Toni Zimmerman and Haley Diaz. Not pictured:
Alyna Guerra, Emily Diaz.

Amboy late-inning rally sinks Trojans

AMBOY - Mendota
gave up a big lead in the late
innings and fell to Amboy,
7-6, in the varsity baseball
season opener on March 17
at Amboy.

The Trojans grabbed a
5-0 lead after four innings,
scoring once in the first and
two times in the second and
fourth frames. Amboy goton
the board with a single tally
in the bottom of the fifth and
Mendota added a run in the
top of the sixth to regain its

five-run advantage.

Mendota’s seemingly
comfortable lead disap-
peared in the bottom of the
sixth when Amboy plated
six runs to move on top, 7-6.
The Clippers held Mendota
scoreless in the top of the
seventh to preserve the
comeback victory.

Mendota outhit the Clip-
pers, 8-4. Braiden Freeman
(twosingles) and Esten Otero
(single, double) had two hits
apiece to pace the Trojan

offense. Freeman drove in
two runs, while Brody Hartt
and Jack Gillespie had one
RBI apiece.

Freeman got the start on
the hill for Mendota and
didn’t allow a hit in his 3 2/3
innings of work. He walked
three and struck out nine.
Evan McPheeters came on
in relief and permitted three
runs over two innings, while
Otero was tagged with the
loss, giving up four hits and
four runs.

Elam wins triple
jump at Sycamore

Indoor meet

SYCAMORE — Mendo-
ta’s girls’ track team partici-
pated inthe Gary Egler Girls’
Invitational on March 18 at
Sycamore.

The Lady Trojans placed
seventh in the team stand-
ings with 32 points. Ge-
noa-Kingston (88) took first
place.

Mariyah Elam had Men-
dota’s lone first-place finish
by sailing 34-0 in the triple
jump.

The Lady Trojans had a
pairof second-place efforts—
Elaminthe 55-meter hurdles
(9.49) and Aby Buettner in
the long jump (17-7). Elam
was fourth in the long jump
at 16-7.

Mendota’s 4x160-meter
relay team crossed the fin-
ish line in fifth place with
a time of 1:34.14. Runners
were Buettner, Kate Strouss,
Christionah Brown and
Elam.

In junior varsity action,
the Lady Trojans took fourth
place in two events. Eden
Pecher ran a time of 11.44
in the 55-meter hurdles and
Klaire Knaff had a distance
of 13-4 in the long jump.

Mendota boys
face tough teams
in Sycamore meet

SYCAMORE-The Men-
dota boys’ track team went
up against some stiff com-
petition in the Gary Egler
Boys’ Invitational on March
19 at Sycamore. The host
school won the meet with 107
points, while Rochelle also
reached the century mark
with 100 points. Mendota
scored 11 points.

Sebastian Carlos had
the best finish for the Tro-
jans, placing second in the
800-meter run with a time
of 2:07.36.

The 4x400-meter relay
team took fifth place with a
clocking of 4:01.51. Com-
petitors for the Trojans were
Carlos, Hector Gonzalez,
Robert Botello and Anthony
Kelson.

Kelson also raced in the
1600-meter run and was sixth
in 5:00.82.

In junior varsity com-
petition, Gavin Stevenson
turned in Mendota’s best
finish with a third-place
effort in the 3200-meter run
(11:41.24).

Orion defeats
girls’ soccer

ORION - The Mendota
girls’soccer team opened the
2025 season with a 7-1 loss
at Orion on March 22.

Noemi Arteaga scored
the lone goal for the Lady
Trojans.

BOWLING

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

StandingsasofMarch 12—1.
Novak Farms 30-18; 2. Black
Brothers 27-21; 3. Maybe Next
Week 23.5-24.5; 4. O’Donnell
Excavating 23-25; 5. Man
On! 23-25; 6. First State Bank
17.5-30.5

High team game (scratch) —
Man On! 1039, Black Brothers
1010, O’Donnell Excavating
1008

High team game (hdcp) —
First State Bank 1228, Black
Brothers 1210, Maybe Next
Week 1209

High team series (scratch) —
Man On! 3055, Black Brothers
2903, O’Donnell Excavating
2881

High team series (hdcp) —
First State Bank 3547, Man
On! 3529, Black Brothers 3503

High individual game
(scratch) — Drake O’Donnell
276, Tim Dessing 257, Tyler
Schmitt 255

Highindividual game (hdcp)
— Drake O’Donnell 289, Tim
Dessing 287, Mark Wixom 277

High individual series
(scratch) — Drake O’Donnell
676, Chris Eller 667, Tim
Dessing 658

Highindividual series (hdcp)
— Adam Martin 765, Dave
Manning 756, Mark Wixom 752

Elks 9
Youth League
StandingsasofMarch 15—1.
Team 4 40-20; 2. Team 1 28-32;
3,Team326-34;4.Team?223-37

High team game (scratch)
— Team 4 285, Team 3 244,
Team 1 196

High team game (hdcp) —
Team 4 612, Team 3 594, Team
2 587

High team series (scratch)
— Team 4 806, Team 3 609,
Team 1 562

High team series (hdcp) —
Team 4 1787, Team 2 1723,
Team 3 1659

Boy’s high game (scratch) —
Jaxon Stamberger 113, Michael
Eames 85, Henry Schoepf 70

Boys’ high game (hdcp) —
Jaxon Stamberger 219, Henry
Schoepf 207, Michael Eames
203

Boys’high series (scratch) —
Jaxon Stamberger 322, Michael
Eames 223, Henry Schoepf 172

Boys’ high series (hdcp) —
Jaxon Stamberger 640, Henry
Schoepf 583, Michael Eames
577

Girls’ high game (scratch) —
Grace Piskie 100, Lainey Ramer
72, Addyson Fahr 51

Girls’ high game (hdcp) —
Grace Piskie 214, Lainey Ramer
187, Addyson Fahr 182

Girls’ high series (scratch) —
Grace Piskie 221, Lainey Ramer
210, Addyson Fahr 130

Girls’ high series (hdcp) —
Grace Piskie 563, Lainey Ramer
555, Addyson Fahr 523

Elks 11
Youth League
StandingsasofMarch 15—1.
Team 4 40-20; 2. Team 1 39-21;
3.Team226-34;4.Team3 14-46

High team game (scratch)
— Team 4 430, Team 1 397,
Team 2 298

High team game (hdcp) —
Team 1 707, Team 4 675, Team
2619

High team series (scratch)
— Team 4 1232, Team 1 1057,
Team 2 790

High team series (hdcp) —
Team 1 1987, Team 4 1967,
Team 2 1753

Boys’ high game (scratch)
— Parker Ramer 183, Billy
Bromenschenkel 166, Jaxen
Daley 164

Boys’ high game (hdcp)
— Jaxen Daley 268, Billy
Bromenschenkel 268, Bentley
Bejster 243

Boys’ high series (scratch)
— Parker Ramer 507, Bentley
Bejster 382, Billy Bromen-
schenkel 376

Boys’ high series (hdcp)
— Billy Bromenschenkel 682,
Jaxen Daley 675, Bentley Be-
jster 667

Girls” high game (scratch) —
Catherine Moench 132, Eliana
Eames 113

Girls’ high game (hdcp) —
Eliana Eames 217, Catherine
Moench 212

Girls’ high series (scratch) —
Catherine Moench 336, Eliana
Eames 295

Girls’ high series (hdcp) —
Eliana Eames 607, Catherine
Moench 576

Monday Night
Mixed League
StandingsasofMarch 17—1.

Bad Kats 40-25; 2. Ramer Inc.
37-28; 3. The Struggle is Real
36.5-28.5; 4. Split Happens 29-
36;5.Leagal Beagles 28.5-36.5;
6. CM Farm 23-42

High team game (scratch) —
Ramer Inc. 742, Split Happens
715, Leagal Beagles 692

High team game (hdcp)
— The Struggle is Real 1009,
Ramer Inc. 995, CM Farm 992

High team series (scratch)
— Split Happens 2075, Ramer
Inc. 2042, Leagal Beagles 1904

High team series (hdcp) —
CM Farm 2837, Ramer Inc.
2801, The Struggleis Real 2780

Men’s high game (scratch) -
Matt Ramer 213, Ron Westphal
212, Aaron Holocker 201

Men’s high game (hdcp) —
Ron Westphal 268, Aaron Ho-
locker265, Brendan Ramer261

Men’shighseries (scratch)—
Matt Ramer 578, Ron Westphal
564, Brendan Ramer 528

Men’s high series (hdcp)
— Ron Westphal 732, Brendan
Ramer732,BobMoenchJr. 714

Women’s high game
(scratch) — Emily Thomas 206,
Jessica Robinson 205, Gail
Sessler 202

Women’s high game (hdcp)
— Sarah Westphal 276, Stephanie
Ramer272,Audrey Holocker266

Women’s high series
(scratch) — Jessica Robinson
586, Gail Sessler 516, Emily
Thomas 509

Women'’s high series (hdcp)
— Debbie Berger 781, Audrey
Holocker 748, Jessica Robin-
son 733
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

IDNR offers fishing tips for lllinois anglers

There is a strong con-
nection between successful
anglers, various fishing
techniques, and knowledge
about the fish species. The
more you know about your
favorite fish’s behavior, for-
aging habits, and seasonal
habitats, the better angler
you will be.

For specific tips on your
favorite sportfish, look under
the Sport Fish ofTllinois page
on the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources website.

Here are some of our
favorite fishing tips:

* Obtain a map or chart
of your destination and de-
termine what type offishable
habitats are in the area and
where. Learning about fish
habitat and how best to fish
each different type is part
of the challenge of thinking
like a fish.

* Prevent unnecessary
noise, especially in a boat.

* Use the appropriate line
and size of hooks for your
target catch.

* Check our your line
occasionally but feeling the
last 2-3 feet for kinks, nicks,
or frays. Ifthere is a problem

spot, feed out some new line,
cutoffthe bad line, and attach
the lure.

* Keep your hooks sharp.

* Wear polarized sun-
glasses. This reduces glare
and allows you to better see
fishand your lure in the water.

» Keep an angler dia-
ry. Keeping track of what
equipment you used under
what conditions for both your
successes and failures is a
greatway toreview and learn.

* Set the hook. Make sure
your fish is hooked before
you start reeling and be sure
to keep a steady pressure on
the fish. Keep the rod tip up
and out of the water.

* Make sure to use your
dragandregularly check that
it is working properly.

*Learnhowtofish lures ef-
fectively. This takes practice.
Learning the techniques for
fishing with a jerkbait, a jig,
atopwater lure, as well as be-
coming proficient at pitching
or flipping, will improve you
success on the water. There
are many online videos and
article in fishing magazines
to help hone your skills.

Know your fish habitat

AAE. Main Street
Amboy
815-851-2382

Hunting, Fishing Archery,
Guns & Ammo, Muzzleloading
Gear, Trapping Gear
Crossbows Now in Stockl

Fish need cover, either to
seek protection from preda-
tors or to hide in so they can
ambush prey. Here are some
tips about what to look for
when you get to your fishing
destination:

Docks — Floating and
permanent docks provide
excellent fish habitat. The
shade on the underside of
docks offers fish a refuge
to conceal themselves from
predators. In turn, predators
often lurk nearby, ambushing
unsuspecting victims. Algal
growth on dock posts and the
docks themselves draw small
baitfish that feed on the algae
and inturndraw in larger fish
that consume them.

Rocks — Many lakes and
rivers in Illinois have man-
maderockspilesalongstretch-
es of shoreline to prevent
erosion. This rocky habitat
extends into the water, and
the crevices provide excellent
hiding places for small fish.
Bigger fish roam the edges of
therockslooking for other fish
and insects to feed on.

Wood — Branches, limbs,
orevenwholetrees that fallinto
the water are tremendous fish

habitat. The more complex the
better. Littlefishcandartinand
out of the protection of small
twigs protruding from branch-
es, and bigger fish can conceal
themselves amidst the tangled
branches to ambush prey. In
fact,wood coverprovides such
good habitat for fish that the
IDNR will often purposefully
sink old Christmas trees into
lakes to add more habitat in
areas that may be lacking.
Weeds — Aquatic vege-
tation (commonly referred to
as weeds) serves many pur-
poses, including providing
structures for microscopic
invertebrates to feed on,
forming the base of the food
web in many waterbodies.
Like the above habitat types,
as small fish are attracted to
the protection and potential
food source aquatic veg-
etation offers, bigger fish
are in turn attracted to the
abundance of small baitfish.
Some lakes may have a
seeming overabundance of
aquatic vegetation, in which
case it’s prudent to look for
any irregularities such as
other habitat types nearby or
pockets without vegetation.

We sell Fishing
Licenses!

03262025

GEAR UP FOR AN
OUTDOORADVENTURE! sy,

s Bl ST

1102 Meriden St., Mendota | 815-539-9341
Open 6 am - 9 pm « 7 days a week

How time outdoors can
benefit mental health

Nature beckons billions of people to get outside every
day. Natural settings are not called “the great outdoors”
for nothing, and nature enthusiasts may insist there’s
nothing better than a day in the elements.

Such a sentiment may be more accurate than the
mostardent outdoorsman realizes. In fact, the American
Psychological Association notes that extensive research
supports the notion that nature provides myriad physical
and psychologi-
cal benefits.

* Nature can
help with at-
tention. A 2019
study published
in the journal
Current Direc-
tions in Psycho-
logical Science
found that expo-
sure to natural environments improves working mem-
ory, cognitive flexibility and attentional control. On
the flip side, the study found that exposure to urban
environments can be linked to attention deficits. Such
findings echo conclusions from an experimental study
conducted in 2015 by researchers in Australia. That
study engaged students in a dull task to compromise
their attention. Midway through the task, which in-
volved pressing a computer key when certain numbers
flashed on a screen, some students were asked to look
out at a flowering green while others were directed
to gaze at a concrete rooftop. Students who looked
at the green made notably fewer mistakes with the
computer screen task than those who looked at the
concrete rooftop.

* Nature can increase happiness. Some findings
suggest time spent in nature also can lead to increases
in happiness. A 2019 study published in the journal
Science Advances found that contact with nature is
associated with increases in happiness and subjective
well-being. The researchers also found that contact with
nature is associated with an increased sense of meaning
and purpose in life.

* Time outdoors may lower children’s risk for mental
health disorders later in life. Researchers in Denmark
used satellite data to assess more than 900,000 indi-
viduals born between 1985 and 2003. The researchers
discovered that children who lived in neighborhoods
with more green space had a lower risk of various
psychiatric disorders later in life. Risk for depression,
mood disorders, schizophrenia, eating disorders, and
substance use disorder were found to be lower among
children who grew up with greater access to green
space than children who had the lowest levels of green
space exposure.

Few things might be more welcoming than the great
outdoors, particularly when the weather is warm. Taking
advantage of access to nature can pay some surprising
dividends that even the most seasoned outdoorsman
might not be aware of.
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MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING
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Thrift Shop

108 Jefferson St., Mendota

Open 12-3:30
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, §at

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of Life-Center
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FURAR’S
BODY SHOP

P.O. Box 272

306 Plaza Drive
Mendotaq, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner
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NIE FUN PAGE

This famous author
is celebrated each
March for his many
contributions to
children’s literature.
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Find the four difference between the two pictures.
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What’'s the Difference?

THIS
DAY IN

A HISTORY

U MARCH VY

27

1813: Juan Ponce de
Ledn reaches the
northern tip of The
Bahamas on his first
voyage to Florida.

1886: The Apache
warrior, Geronimo,
surrenders to the
U.S. Army.

1964: The Good
Friday earthquake
hits Alaska with a
magnitude of 9.2.
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PICTURE?
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. The average adult will read
English: Word between 200 and 400 words
Spanish: Palabra per minute. Older adults (over
o . age 65) tend to read more than
:;ldllﬂl;‘. F;:r:m young people. - -
rencn: Mo f anyou guess wha
German: Wort . i the bigger pictureis?
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The Newspapers In
Education (NIE) program is
designed as an educational

tool to enhance our local
students’ understanding of
the world around them. The
Mendota Reporter wishes
to recognize these 2024-
2025 sponsors and their
commitment to education!
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FIRST STATE INSURANCE

With locations in:
Mendota * 539-5651
Earlville » 246-8261
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RELIGION

Pursuing holiness: You can be
everything God created you to be!

Welivein a very casual
society today, and it’s easy
to carry this attitude over
into our walk with God.
Many are not as serious as
they should be—allowing
things in their lives that
they really wouldn’t want
to be there if they thought
Jesus was going to come
back tomorrow. But God’s
Word is clear about what
He expects of us.

Hebrews 12:14
(AMPC) says, “Strive
to live in peace with ev-
erybody and pursue that
consecration and holiness
without which no one will
[ever] see the Lord.”

Does that mean that if

you’re not living a perfect
life, you’re not going to
heaven? No, of course
not. It’s what Jesus did on
the cross—not our own
efforts—that freely gives
us God’s favor. But if we
don’tlive consecrated and
holy lives here on Earth,
we won’t experience the
abundant life Jesus died to
give us (John 10:10), and
we won’t represent Him
inaway that makes others
hungry for a relationship
with Him.

Pursue is the operative
word in Hebrews 12:14.
To pursue something
means you crave and go
after it with all of your

From Hometown
Heroes to Golden
Anniversaries,
we celebrate the
events that shape

our lives.

We're here to share

the stories with you,

our friends and all of
our readers.

REAL PAPER e REALINK e REAL NEWS

heart. So, this scripture is
saying that if we are not
pursuing holiness, we will
not see the Lord. It has to
do with how serious—or
committed—we are in our
walk with God.

If you have a deep per-
sonal, intimate relation-
ship with God, you will
want to change for the bet-
ter. You won’t be satisfied
continuing to live the way
thatyou were before Jesus,
because the Holy Spirit
lives in you—in your
heart—and His job is to
be your Comforter, Coun-
selor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, Strengthener
and Standby (John 14:16
AMPC). “He will guide
you into all the Truth”
(John 16:13 AMPC), and
as He does, you’ll begin
to see things in your life
that need to change so you
can be closer to God and
become all that He created
you to be.

Irememberhowmy life
really started to change
after I got serious about
my relationship with God
and began studying the
Bible. It’s so wonderful
to live with peace and
joy and to have healthy
relationships with my
family and friends! It’s
made me want to continue
spending every day trying
to become a better person
with His help.

God loves you, and He
has an amazing plan for
your life. The question is
do you crave God with all
ofyour heart and strength,
or is He on the sidelines of
your life while you contin-
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ENJOYING

EVERYDAY LIFE
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to live, regardless of what
He wants? That’s not the
way to be happy and have
the bestlife that God wants
you to have.

Now, we all need Jesus
because we haveall sinned
and fall short of the glory
of God (Romans 3:23).
The word “sin” means to
miss the mark—or God’s
standard—for us. But it
also means to “miss” a
reward. To miss the mark
means you forfeit reward.
Itdoesn’t mean youwon’t
gotoheaven, because your
behavior isn’t what gets
you into heaven. But you
won’t enjoy the journey
of your life here on Earth
because you won’t have
God’s wisdom and peace.
And there will be rewards
in heaven that you won’t
want to miss out on either.

Have you noticed that
you can catch the flu from
somebody but you can’t
catch good health from
them? Just like a healthy
lifestyle is something
we have to choose for
ourselves, so is holiness.
However, you can catch
un-holiness by hanging
outall the time with wrong
people, willingly and
repeatedly being exposed

ingly live sinful lifestyles
all week long but go to
church on Sundays are not
pursuing holiness.

God has a purpose for
us, and that is to be a light
in a dark world—to show
others the love of God
and what it means to live
for Him. People can’t see
Christ in our hearts; they
see what we do. That
means we must make
good choices even when
everyone else is making
a lousy choice. I'm not
talking about putting on
a religious attitude that is
judgmental and critical of
others. I'm talking about
knowing who we are in
Christ and living the life
He showedusto live, over
and over, until those who
don’t know God begin to
want what we have.

Wemustremember that
whatever God tells us to
do, He always gives us
the ability, by His grace
and with His help, to do
it. What sense would it
make for God to tell us to
live holy lives if He didn’t
give us a seed of holiness
on the inside of us? So,
when I teach on holiness,
my hopeisthatitprovokes
you to get closer to God

less than His best for you.
And He wants you to show
others the love of Christ
as much as you possibly

can, wherever it’s needed.
skksk

For more on this topic,
order Joyce’s three-part
teaching resource Say
Goodbye to Guilt. You can
also contact us to receive
our free magazine, En-
joying Everyday Life, by
calling (800) 727-9673 or
visiting www.joycemeyer.
org

Joyce Meyer is a New
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc.
She has authored more
than 150 books, includ-
ing BATTLEFIELD OF
THE MIND and OVER-
COMINGEVERYPROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She
hosts the Enjoying Every-
day Life program, which
is broadcast to millions
in over 110 languages.
For more information,
visitwww.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views
and opinions expressed
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are
those of the respective
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of

Proud member of the lllinois Press Association RFILL]
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS
Rev. Greg Nelson, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
M-6pm.,Tu-8am,W-8:I10am,
Th-8am,F-7am.
Weekend Mass
Sat - 8 a.m. (Ist Saturday only), 4 p.m.; Sun -
6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon (Spanish)
Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Sun - 9 am.
Confession

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Worship
In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

March 27 - 8:30 a.m.-noon Garage
sale workers; 6 p.m. Men’s Lenten
Dinner @ St. John’s
March 29 - 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Lay
Leaders class

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)

TUESDAY - Prayer group 7 p.m.

If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lean build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [ can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants
on this page urge

you to attend a

V\
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UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org

SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

A \ J 4

N

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor

www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH

Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of
Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube

DIRECTORY

LoealHou Ses

Ay

of Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Pastor Laurie Walker
Fellowship 10 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School following
children’s message
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live
Facebook page

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

March 27 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
March 28 - 10 a.m. Newsletter
folding

Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He

might have the supremacy.” col. 1:18
1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

March 29 - 8-11 a.m. Volunteer at
N.L.C.E. in Lee
April 2 - Noon “Lunch With Luke”
Lenten Bible study (bring sack lunch);
6:30 p.m. “Luke After Dinner” Lenten
Bible study

Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.com/ilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook
page for more information.
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#| For no one is cast off by the Lord forever.

d Though he brings grief, he will show
compassion, so great is his unfailing love.
or he does not willingly bring affliction
' or grief to anyone.

| LAMENTATIONS 3: 3133/

/. Detail of “The Widow I by Kithe Kollwitz (1922-23)

© 2025 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME

800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7211

FIRST STATE BANK

house of worship
this week.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

%

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
following children’s message
FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove
Pastor Brian Hamiel

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us
to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.

v.v—"?ov*vov—'*?ov*v - v

B[BLE TR[VIA by Wilson Casey
1. Is the book of Romans (KIV)
in the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. From 2 Chronicles 14, where
was Abijah buried? City of David,
Jerusalem, City of Gath, Nazareth
3. According to Numbers 33, how
old was Aaron when he died? 100,
113,123,132
4. Which of these sons of Jesse did
not go into battle with Saul? Eliab,
David, Abinadab, Shimea

5. From 2 Kings, who was Elijah’s
successor?  Solomon, Elisha,
Nimshi, Nimrod
6. Which of Saul’s daughters loved
David? Merab, Michal, Cornelius,
Paulus
ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) City of
David, 3) 123, 4) David, 5) Elisha,
6) Michal

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, IlI.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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Scientists discover diabetes

breakthrough in cow’s milk

By HANNAH SPANGLER
FarmWeek

A brown bovine from southern Brazil has made history as
the first transgenic cow capable of producing human insulin
in her milk.

The advancement, led by researchers from the University
of I1linois and the Universidade de Sdo Paulo in Brazil, could
eventually eliminate drug scarcity and high costs for people
with diabetes. The project, which began in 1992, is now the
longest-ongoing genetically modified livestock project for
agriculture.

Matt Wheeler, professor in the Department of Animal
Sciences at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,
said an efficient system to collect and purify insulin products
— and Food and Drug Administration approval — are still
needed before transgenic cows could supply insulin for the
world’s diabetics.

But Wheeler is confident that day is coming. “I could see
a future where a 100-head herd, equivalent to a small Illinois
or Wisconsin dairy, could produce all the insulin needed for
the country,” he said.

In Brazil, Wheeler’s colleagues inserted a segment of hu-
man DNA coding for proinsulin, the protein precursor of the
active form of insulin, into the cell nuclei of 10 cow embryos.
The embryos were implanted in normal cow uteruses. One
transgenic calf was born. When the calf matured, lactation
was induced and the team found the calf had the ability to
produce human proinsulin, which could be processed into
bioactive human insulin.

Wheeler said the team was also able to target mammary
gland tissue to harness the power of protein and contain
insulin in the milk alone.

“Mother Nature designed the mammary gland as a factory
to make protein really, really efficiently,” he said. “We can
take advantage of that system to produce a protein that can
help hundreds of millions of people worldwide.”

Researchers can’t confidently say how much insulin could
be made during a typical lactation. However, Wheeler said
that if a cow could produce one gram of insulin per liter of
milk, the average Holstein produces 40 to 50 liters per day.
That’s a significant amount of insulin, he said, especially if
just 0.0347 milligrams is a typical unit of insulin.

“That means each gram is equivalent to 28,818 units of
insulin,” Wheeler said. “And that’s just one liter. Holsteins
can produce 50 liters per day. You can do the math.”

The next step is to reclone the cow and carry out full
lactation cycles as well as biological safety testing. Wheeler
said the goal is to produce a herd of transgenic cows for
insulin production.

“With regard to mass producing insulin in milk, you’d
need specialized, high-health-status facilities for the cattle,
but it’s nothing too out of the ordinary for our well-estab-
lished dairy industry,” he said. “We know what we are doing
with our cows.”

(This story was distributed through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.)
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1609 1st Ave.
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Pick Your Savings
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Basket Combos
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Basket Combos

$ Normally
$45.99 ea.

Redeem physical
or digital coupon
in-person at time
of purchase.

Our New Hours:
(April 22nd through June)

Monday-Saturday
8 a.m to 6 p.m.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1206 Dixon Ave.
Rock Falls

Selmi’s

|
|
|
|
|
| Sunday
|
|
|
|
|
|

Terminations have negative effect on
local USDA offices, rural communities

By KALEE OLSON
Policy Manager
Center for Rural Affairs

Inrecentweeks, action taken by the
federal administration has left many
individuals wondering about the sta-
tus of a small-town staple—the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
county office.

In February, the Trump admin-
istration laid off USDA staff across
the nation by sending unexpected
termination notices to probationary
employees. This resulted in a loss of
dozens of staffthat directly serve farm-
ers, ranchers, small business owners,
and rural community members. On
March 11, after a ruling by the Merit
Systems Protection Board, USDA
issued a 45-day stay on terminated
employees, returning them to paid
status. However, questions remain
about what the future holds beyond
the 45-day mark.

USDA staff at the local and state
levels provide valuable services to
the communities they serve. Natural
Resources Conservation Service staff
help producers implement farming
and ranching practices that build soil
health and protect water quality. Farm
Service Agency staff process farm
loans and disaster assistance. Rural
Development staff assist with rural
housing and energy projects.

Cuts to these staff mean that
many producers and rural commu-
nity members will face delays in
accessing important services or not
receive essential services at all. In
addition, layoffs mean that remaining
employees are left with more work,
culminating in the slower processing
of grant applications and loans.

The ramifications of laying off
state- and county-level federal em-
ployees extend beyond the agency
itself. These employees are most often

members of the rural communities
they serve, spending theirincome and
making personal investments in local
businesses, education, and community
development.

Local USDA employees deserve
better, including respect in their
employment and a stable working
environment. Congress must act to
protect jobs that serve and employ
rural people. While these positions
may be expendable in the eyes of the
administration, the services they pro-
vide are invaluable to the communities
they serve.

sk ok

Established in 1973, the Center for
Rural Affairs is a private, nonprofit
organization working to strengthen
small businesses, family farms and
ranches, and rural communities
through action oriented programs
addressing social, economic, and
environmental issues.
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Kathy Keylor picks a cucumber on her property in Cass County. (Photo by Jeff Adkins/©Journal Communications)

Home sweet business: Home kitchen and
cottage food businesses flourish in Illinois

By CARRIE MUEHLING
llinois Farm
Bureau Partners

Home baking and food
preservation have seen a
resurgence in recent years.
Aspiring business owners
often research the steps for
taking their enjoyable hobby
to the next level. Learn more
about the rules and regula-
tions behind certified home
kitchens and cottage foods
and meet two entrepreneurs
whose version of “working
from home” involves cook-
ing, preserving and baking.

Kathy’s Kitchen

Daryl and Kathy Keylor
are celebrating 30 years
making and selling pickles
andsalsas, aswellasjamsand
jellies through their business,
Kathy’s Kitchen. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administra-
tion inspects their certified
kitchen, and they cansell their
products wholesale.

“As our business grew,
we discovered there really
are only 24 hours in a day,”
Kathy says. “We grow as
much of our produce as we
can. We have about 10 acres,
and I pick between 5,000 and
6,000 pounds of cucumbers
every year.”

Daryl raises the fruits
and vegetables they need
on their property in Cass
County while handling the
warehouse and deliveries.
What the Keylors don’t

grow, they source from other
local farmers. Kathy says
she’s been preserving food
for 60 years, and feedback
from customers still makes
it worthwhile.

“People will say: ‘These
are the best pickles I’ve eat-
en since my grandma made
them!” And I tell them ‘I
probably use her recipe,’”
she says. “Many of the orig-
inal picklerecipes we started
with haven’tchanged one bit.
They really are ‘old-fash-
ioned’ good.

Commercial Home
Kitchens vs. Cottage Foods

When the Keylors started
Kathy’s Kitchen in 1994,
they would have been the
perfect candidates for a
cottage foods business, but
that designation didn’t exist
at the time. Instead, farmer
entrepreneurs were required
to license their business
as a commercial kitchen
and faced expensive costs.
However, since 2012 I1linois
has protected these entrepre-
neurs and their customers
under the Illinois Cottage
Food Operation Law and
other regulations.

The law, which has been
amended and expanded in
recentyears, provides guide-
lines for food prepared in a
home without inspection for
sale to the public, for prod-
ucts not listed as prohibited.

“This allows people to

start a small business that
could grow into acommercial
operationorstay inthe cottage
food realm and not have that
obligation ofabigdebt,” says
Mary Liz Wright, nutrition
and wellness educator with
the University of Illinois
Extensionin Clark, Crawford
and Edgar counties.

Wright says becoming a
certified commercial kitch-
en, such as Kathy’s, often
requires expensive remod-
eling, including sinks for
food preparation and cleanup
as well as stainless steel
appliances.

Cottage foods operators
are exempt from many of
theseregulations, butthey do
have to register in the county
where they live. The first cot-
tage foods businesses could
sell only at farmers markets.
Now the only requirement
is direct sales to consumers.
Online sales are permitted
but only within Illinois.

“There can’t be any other
stop along the way. That’s
a traceability thing from a
food safety standpoint,” says
Wright, who notes there are
strict labeling requirements
forhome kitchen businesses.

The Illinois Department
of Public Health’s Farmers
Market Food Safety Guide
and Illinois Cottage Food
Training, offered online by
the University of Illinois
Extension, are valuable re-

sources for Illinois vendors,

both for home kitchen and

cottage food owners.
Gather Bakery

Eric and Deanna Keilty
began their bakery business
about eight years ago in Ari-
zona.In2021, theyrelocated
to Illinois and started Gather
Bakery out of their home in
Rockford.

Because regulations vary
from state to state, Deanna
Keilty notes they were able to
sell wholesale to coffee shops
and food trucks in Arizona,
but not in Illinois without a
commercial kitchen.

Still, they’ve found a
growing customer base
through farmers markets
in Rockford and Chicago’s
western suburbs.

The Keiltys source ingre-
dients like fruits for pastries,
jams and marmalades as
locally as possible. A short-
term goal is a brick-and-
mortar store where people
can gather while enjoying
baked goods in alocal space.

“We’re lucky enough to
bring a smile to other peo-
ple’s faces,” Keilty says,
addingitisrewarding to bake
things for others to enjoy.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the lllinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
ILFBpartners.com.)

MAZE?LUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848

lllinois’ longest operating lumberyard

continues to thrive along Peru’s historic
riverfront. Maze Lumber has been providing
top quality building materials to lllinois Valley
contractors and homeowners for 176 years,
still owned by the founding fathers (Maze).

Located in a 15,000-square foot showroom
and office, we offer building materials for
the modern home as well as a full line of
the traditional lumber items used in home

building, commercial construction, and
industrial applications. Our experienced

sales staff takes pride in their ability to
provide knowledgeable assistance along
with prompt delivery at reasonable prices.
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1848-2025

= o

TERIOR DOORS

ey e G
STONE, SIDING & ROOFIN
mazelumber.com

Water Street, Peru | 815-223-1742
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Alex and Matt Klein, Klein’s Quality Produce, and Ben Jaffe, Earthlore Farm, swap
stories about their experiences with IL-EATS. (Photo by Hannah Spangler of FarmWeek)

Farmers reflect on year one of IL-EATS

By HANNAH SPANGLER
FarmWeek

Farms are growing while providing
fresh, local food to underserved communi-
ties through the Illinois Equitable Access
Towards Sustainable Systems (IL-EATS)
grant program.

Participants in IL-EATS reflected on the
impact of the program’s first year on Jan. 29
during a breakout session at the Everything
Local Conference. Farmers, business owners
and other stakeholders shared their success
stories and provided input to shape the future
of IL-EATS.

“This program is allowing farmers to
do really great things,” Makala Bach, Uni-
versity of Illinois outreach associate, told
FarmWeek. “Even though, for now, this is a
limited-funding program, if it’s doing any-
thing, it is catalyzing a lot of relationships
and an interconnection of the food system
that we haven’t seen in Illinois.”

Funded by the USDA’s Local Food Pur-
chasing Assistance Cooperative Agreement
Program (LFPA), IL-EATS aims to boost
statewide food systems. Reflecting on the
first year, Bach noted that the program has
achieved this goal and more, including
building relationships between farmers and
food banks, helping producers enter larger
wholesale markets and providing consistency
and opportunity to producers by offering them
fair market value.

In 2024, 176 Illinois farmers from 83
counties sold their products to IL-EATS
lead agencies. According to Bach, 58% of
these farmers have been farming for less
than 10 years, and 63% reported their farms
are growing.

“Magic happens when you buy local food
for the prices you should be buying food
for,” Bach.

Several farmers and businesses benefiting
from the program shared their stories:

Wayne Sirles, Rendleman Orchards

Rendelman Orchards in Alto Pass (Union
County) already had an established farm
before IL-EATS. Sirles, the orchard’s pres-
ident, told FarmWeek that the program is
“the gravy” because of the prices IL-EATS
pays producers.

“Wealready have a packing facility, we’ve
already been labeling, so we really didn’t
have to do anything different,” he said. “It’s
just another outlet to sell our product at an

Loans and Lines of Creditare )
subject to credit approval.

Agricultural Loans & Lines of Credit

extraordinary price.”
Matt and Alex Klein,
Klein’s Quality Produce

The Kleins had to make some changes at
their business in Elgin (Kane County) before
joining IL-EATS. Owner Matt Klein said it
required more labor to pack and label their
produce for IL-EATS, but the prices they
received helped them invest in the extra labor
needed to adjust their system.

“Instead of just bulk packing our green
beans after washing, now we have to bag
them, weigh each and label it,” said Alex
Klein, Matt Klein’s son and partner in the
family business.

Matt Klein added that their lead agency,
Rooted for Good, has made their IL-EATS
experience extremely positive. The Kleins
know how much produce Rooted for Good
will need from them every month.

Ben Jaffe, Earthlore Farm

Jaffe grows fresh produce such as lettuce,
squash and basil on his small family farm in
Iroquois County.

He shared there were some challenges
early on when IL-EATS was still trying to
work out some logistics. The lead agency
the farm was connected with was not able
to purchase all the lettuce Jaffe was trying
to sell. Now, he has multiple agencies to sell
to through IL-EATS, preventing this issue
from recurring.

“At the end of the day, IL-EATS gives us
a win-win situation,” Jaffe said.

Kerry and Ashley Kehrert,
Mulberry Creek Meats

“This has all just kind of been a whirl-
wind,” Ashley Kehrert said of their jump
into IL-EATS.

Before IL-EATS, the Kehrerts sold live
animals or custom shares to family and friends
in the Clinton County area. Now, they have
expanded into a larger market, launched the
Mulberry Creek Meats Brand and obtained
their meat broker license.

“This has given us the opportunity to start
selling individual products and individual
cuts of meat,” Kerry Kehrert said. “That is
something we definitely would nothave done
without this program.”

(This story was distributed through a
cooperative project between Illinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association.
Formore food and farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.)
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COMMERCIAL - BONDS - HEALTH

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

* Complete Insurance Service ®
715 Washington Street, Mendota * 815-539-5651

07312024

ISA now accepting
FY26 project proposals

BLOOMINGTON -
TheIllinois Soybean Asso-
ciation (ISA)isdeveloping
budgets and accepting
proposals for FY26, which
strategically align with the
organization’s focus areas:
market development, soy-
bean production, and mar-
keting communications.
The fiscal year runs from
Sept. 1,2025, through Aug.
31, 2026.

Proposals will be as-
sessed on their ability to
provide a return on ISA’s
mission to uphold the in-
terests of Illinois soybean
producers through promo-
tion, advocacy, research
and education. They will
also be evaluated on their
effectiveness in address-
ing the needs of Illinois
soybean producers and
overall alignment with
ISA’s strategic plan.

ISA’s strategic plan
also helps set association
priorities, boost operations,
and ensures that all farmer
Directors, employees, and
stakeholders work toward
common objectives and
targets. The following
objectives from the ISA
committee areas open for
RFPs are:

Market Development

The Market Devel-
opment Committee pro-
motes Illinois soy as the
preferred choice for U.S.
and global customers, and
supports advancements in
infrastructure. Market De-
velopment’s fundamental
areas of focus are:

*Building thereputation
of U.S. and Illinois-grown
soy (protein/oil) among
international buyers with
market growth potential.

* Growing domestic
markets for Illinois soy in
the feed, food, fiber and
fuel industries.

* Promoting the Illinois
competitive advantage in
infrastructure to stakehold-
ers across the value chain
and supporting programs
and policies to maintain
and improve that advan-
tage.

* Communicating the
benefits of soy as a healthy
source of protein and fat

>

| LLINOTIS
OYBEAN

ASSOCIATION

in food and feed products.

* Identifying and pri-
oritizing the development
and promotion of high-val-
ue, soy-based individual
products.

» Working with strategic
partners to increase soy-
based fuel usage in major
markets, including diesel
fleets, equipment, marine
and aviation.

Soybean Production

The Soybean Pro-
duction Committee is
cross-functional in agro-
nomic research, education
and outreach, creating op-
portunities for Illinois soy-
bean farmers to increase
on-farm profitability and
manage crop production
risks. The Soybean Produc-
tion committee is commit-
ted to the following:

* Building partnerships
with public and private
entities to augment ISA’s
agronomic research and
education programs.

* Establishing basic and
applied research priorities
that address regionally
specific production oppor-
tunities, challenges, and
economic factors.

* Demonstrating soy-
bean system agronomics
focused on soil and water
quality, agricultural re-
source resiliency and land
stewardship.

* Continuing to expand
the ISAagronomic network
by raising awareness and
establishing trust among
farmers through ongoing
outreach and research
education.

Marketing
Communications

* Support the work of

ISA focus areas including

Soybean Production,
Market Development,
and Government Rela-
tions.

* Employ tools and
resources to equip ISA’s
in-house Marketing
Communications staff
to create impactful mes-
saging to amplify and
multiply the voice of Tlli-
nois soybean farmers and
build trust, create value,
and address critical issues
with our target audience
on behalf of Illinois’
43,000 soybean farmers.

* Secure ISA as an
authority on behalf of
IL farmers with accu-
rate, relevant, and timely
content and grow ISA’s
influence with audiences
across multiple message
platforms on and offline.

* Ensure success is
measurable through
meaningful key perfor-
mance indicators, identi-
fiable units of measure, or
specific outcomes.

* Engage feedback and
reactions from grower
audiences to best un-
derstand the mindset of
[llinois soybean farmers,
their level of under-
standing and awareness
of general ISA support,
and the most up-to-date
demographics.

Completed proposals
should be submitted no
later than May 1, 2025.

More details on the
ISA proposal process
can be viewed www.
ilsoy.org.

All inquiries regard-
ing the FY26 Project
Proposal process should
be directed to rfp@ilsoy.
org.

Peru S
Waltham ﬁi

vy, Mutual
%J"‘ Insurance

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency
Mendota & Tonica, IL
815-539-9714
815-442-3116

Wickert
INSURANCE

Rock Falls, IL 815-626-6086
Dixon, IL 815-285-1300
wMuT,,
i ) n
» »

GRINy,
3
d:’78“3\'\

.G

Bart Hartauer
Hartauer Insurance Agency

LaSalle, IL
815-223-1795

02262020

4 J

EARWIWE
FARMERS
CO-OP

EARLVILLE, ILLINOIS
7

GRAIN -
L-P GAS - FUEL

Phone:

815-246-8461

CROP
PRODUCTION

Phone:
815-246-8181

www.earlcoop.com
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION
No: 2022-JA-07

TO: Peter Dancy I,
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties,
and to All Whom It May
Concern:

Take notice that on the
26th day of February,
2025, a petition to ter-
minate your parental
rights was filed under
the Juvenile Court Act
of 1987 by David A.
Greer, in the Circuit
Court of LaSalle County
entitled ‘In the interest
of Peter Dancy IV, a
minor’, and that in the
Criminal Justice Center
Courtroom 223 at Ot-
tawa on the 8th day of
October, 2025, at the
hour of 1:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, a
Termination Hearing will
be held upon the pe-
tition to have the child
declared a ward of the
court under that Act.
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of
the minor, to terminate
your parental rights and
to appoint a guardian
with power to consent
to adoption. You may
lose all parental rights
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this

case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judge-
ment entered.

Dated March 4, 2025
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0305

(March 12, 19 and 26,
2025)

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE

THIRTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LA SALLE COUNTY,
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE
ESTATE OF Diane
Musgrove, Deceased
Case No. 2025-PR-
21

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to
creditors, claimants,
unknown heirs and
legatees of the death
of Diane Musgrove of
Mendota, lllinois. Let-
ters of Office were is-
sued on February 24,
2025 to Damon Mus-
grove of 328 Zimmer-
man Road, Mendota, IL
61342, as Independent
Executor, whose Attor-
neys of record are Guil-
foyle & Stevenson, LLP,
1316 Meriden Street,
Mendota, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County
Courthouse, 119 W.
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with
the Representative, or
both, within 6 months
from the date of the first
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice
is personally mailed or
delivered to a creditor
of the above estate,
the claim must be filed
in the above entitled
cause within 3 months
from the date of mailing

or delivery, whichever
is later. Any claims not
filed within the above
periods are barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in
civil cases with limited
exceptions. To e-file,
you must first create an
account with an e-filing
service provider.

Visit https://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn
more and to select a
service provider. If you
need additional help or
have trouble e-filing,
visit https://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp.

Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Representative and
to the Attorney within 10
days after it has been
filed.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court
supervision, unless
under Section 5/28-4
of the Probate Act (lll.
Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4)
any interested person
terminates indepen-
dent administration at
any time by mailing or
delivering a petition to
terminate to the Circuit
Clerk. Claims against
the estate may be filed
with the Office of the
Circuit Clerk, Probate
Division, LaSalle Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W.
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with
the representative, or
both, or, if mailing or
delivery of a notice
from the representative
is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate
Act, the date stated in
that notice. Any claims
not filed on or before 6
months from the first
publication of this no-
tice are barred.

No. 0306

(March 12, 19 and 26,
2025)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

2023 Chevy 1500 Grew Cab 4x4 271

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 Trailboss, 39K Miles,
Gray, GM Certified, 1-owner, local trade, with bedliner,

heated seats, & More!

$45,900

e 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

® 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

® 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
® 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and

Reconditioning Process
e 3-Day/150-Mile Customer

Satisfaction Guarantee

2024 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L,

29K Miles, White,

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71

Trailboss, 39K Miles, Gray...

2023 Chevy 15
Miles, White...

2023 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4 Z71,
37K Miles, Gray.......ccevueueunce

Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K

............ $38,900

$54,900 Miles, Blue
$45,900

$39,900

44K Miles, Maroon..

2022 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 59K

..$22,900

2021 Chevy Blazer AWD Premier, Loaded,

..$33,900

2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, Red
Line Edition, 72K Miles, Silver.

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 771,
53K Miles, White

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 LT Diesel, 2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L,

82K Miles, Gray.

$29,900 95K Miles, Maroon,

$29,900

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 111K 2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L V8, 76K

Miles

$20,900 Miles, Maroon

$28,900

2019 Chevy Equinox Premier AWD 2.0L, 94K

Miles, Black

$15,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

GMF Financing or Leasing

FIND

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.

ROADS

Subject to credit approval.

CHEVROLET

203
HELP WANTED

START AN

EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

talk to you.

Multimedia Sales
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients
build their business, then you may be a perfect
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern lllinois,
helping them market their products and services
through a variety of highly visible, popular and
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a
regular basis to help clients grow their audience
and reach new customers, then we would like to

Applicants should possess excellent
communication and organizational skills with a
positive personality and team-player approach.
Previous media sales or related marketing
experience is a plus, including print, digital and
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and
career development in this position. We offer a
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken
P.0. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to
bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

News-Leader

RNLHOUSE

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LASALLE COUNTY,

OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
HAROLD A. NURN-
BERG, JR., Deceased.
Case No.: 25 PR 45

CLAIMS NOTICE

Notice is given of the
death of HAROLD A.
NURNBERG, JR., of
Mendota, lllinois.
Letters of Office were
issued on March 12,
2025 to GREG NURN-
BERG, 904 Mead-
owview Drive, Mendota,
IL 61342, and whose
attorney is David M.
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson
Street, Mendota, lllinois
61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Division,
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison
St., Ottawa, IL 61350,
or with the Independent
representative, or both,
within 6 months from
the date of the first pub-
lication of this Notice,
or if mailing or delivery
of a Claim Notice from
the Independent Execu-
tor is required, the date
stated in that Notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before the above stated
dates is barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in
civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an
account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/serviceproviders.
htm to learn more and
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAZ/gethelp.asp.
Copies of a claim e-filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Independent Execu-
tor and to the Attorney
within ten (10) days af-
ter it has been e-filed
with the Clerk of Court.
Dated this 12th day of
March, 2025.
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit  Clerk-LaSalle
County Courthouse

119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com
No. 0311

(March 19, 26 and April
2, 2025)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LA SALLE COUNTY,
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF

Dolores Jones, De-

ceased

Case No. 2025-PR-34
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to

creditors, claimants,

unknown heirs and

legatees of the death
of Dolores Jones of
Mendota, lllinois. Let-
ters of Office were is-
sued on February 28,
2025 to James Jones
of 1508 lllinois Avenue,
Mendota, IL 61342, as
Independent Execu-
tor, whose Attorneys of
record are Guilfoyle &
Stevenson, LLP, 1316
Meriden Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342.

Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County
Courthouse, 119 W.
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with
the Representative, or
both, within 6 months
from the date of the first
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice
is personally mailed or
delivered to a creditor
of the above estate,
the claim must be filed
in the above entitled
cause within 3 months
from the date of mailing
or delivery, whichever
is later. Any claims not
filed within the above
periods are barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in
civil cases with limited
exceptions. To e-file,
you must first create an
account with an e-filing
service provider.

ROCHELLE

News-

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days
per week (including weekends) and consist of
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office

[.eader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,
store racks and machines.

at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle. g
No phone calls please. g
iy Supporxrt
' Real Journalism.
Visit https:/efile.illinois- .Courtroom 110 at Otta- Trade = Commission.
courts.gov/service-pro- wa, lllinois on the 15th
viders.htm to learn day of April, 2025, at the '
more and to select a hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 119
service provider. If you soon thereafter as this ANNOUNCEMENTS

need additional help or
have trouble e-filing,
visit https://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp.

Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Representative and
to the Attorney within 10
days after it has been
filed.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court
supervision, unless
under Section 5/28-4
of the Probate Act (lll.
Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4)
any interested person
terminates independent
administration at any
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Division,
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, IL
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, or,
if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the rep-
resentative is required
by Section 5/18-3 of the
Probate Act, the date
stated in that notice.
Any claims not filed on
or before 6 months from
the first publication of
this notice are barred.
No. 0312

(March 19, 26 and April
2,2025)

NOTICE FOR

PUBLICATION
No: 2025-JD-18
TO: Jeremy Hijerpe,
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties,
and to All Whom It May
Concern:
Take notice that on
the 17th day of March,
2025, a petition was
filed under the Juve-
nile Court Act by Vicki.
L. Denny, in the Circuit
Court of LaSalle County
entitled ‘In the interest
of Kaden S. Englert, a
minor’, and that in the
Criminal Justice Center

cause may be heard,
an Adjudicatory Hear-
ing will be held upon
the petition to have the
child declared a ward of
the court under that Act.
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of
the minor.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and each of you, and
an order or judgment
entered.

Dated March 18, 2025
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0313

(March 26, 2025)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL
NOTICE Advance
Fee Loans or Credit
Offers Companies
that do business

by phone can't ask
you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facilityy, =~ may  cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES  WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254
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309

PETS AND SUPPLIES

Friendly K w
)

cats I

looking for good

& loving forever

homes!
Call

815-615-1171

02052025MR

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national

origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

511

STORAGE UNITS

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT:

MENDOTA
1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, II. 61342

Available:

20X20 $195 | 10X10 $100
Call

10022023

ADAM 815-830-4422 TRACY 815-791-4582
Janko Realty Advantage Property Mgmt

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Here’s why consistent

More Ways

Than Ever to
Connect With Customers

Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Full-Time & Part-Time
Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted

83% 8; ?Aiignhdt, advertising with us is a great IT,S TIME section of the Classifieds
build ind y
STAY T0P vvomtaiopormnd T ADVERTISE (
\(/:V It h I‘ronc d rl Nearly Print newspaper
osiimers Ll
It's a Smart Investment f U.S. adul Zoutof 10
, Advertise With Us WEIE revepereaies
Stay Top of Mind and Save RGN each month. report taking action
St s ThE et Reportter eirseingonad
= =g i el )
i 815.539.9396
E———— :
& Place an Ad:

Stay Connected Wherever You Go!

mendotareporter.com

Businesses

Talk to us today about community-
focused advertising and promotional
opportunities to attract more customers
to your small business!

If you are |mryuese
anywhere

in your
journey with
substance
use disorder,

abe: ic of the
life they hold together.

—loseph
Washington, DG
In recovery from

Learn how
substance use
recovery can

StartWithHope.com

% Shatterproof %

Looking
FOR WORK?

You're in the right place!

Local News Updates
& So Much More

In Print & Online
815.539.9396
mendotareporter.com

PO Box 300 | Mendota, IL
815-539-9396 | www.mendotareporter.com

A;ﬁ)pt ateen.
You can't imagine the reward.
£ &

% AdoptUSKids

ADOPTUSKIDS.OR

G

T
i’:‘f |

Quitting smoking
was hard.

Screening for lung
cancer is easy.

M\ _ Opportunity
@Work

#HireSTARs

American
Lung
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CARPENTRY

BI1S-S38-2412

307 Plaza Dr. » 815-538-2412

COMPLETE
AUTO REPAIR  ZiflSPEf=G
SPECIALIZING IN: <A e ik wssovs
Auto Transmission &
Computer Diagnostics

Hector Diaz

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet
3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 « Fax: 815-224-4288 » www.jpchevy.com

+ New Homes
* Remodeling
* Kitchens
* Baths
+ Additions
“+ Garages
* Drywall
+ Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP"

License #104005528

GENERAC GENERAC
GENERATOR

SALES JDEELCHER
SERVICE, 309-246-2102
ANI] 1696 SLL%TUENFTII]HTE 17
INSTALLATION e

GROCERY STORE

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

fwzeﬁa.fzwmgu

BANK

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga

NMLS #461075

1306 13fl; Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 » www.eurekasavings.com

We’re your full service
grocery store!

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending
NMLS#461073

-

Cory Biers
Sr.Vice President
NMLS#477892

FIRST STATE BANK

@ . Member
= FDIC

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota

815.539.3834
[tle) [ Jin|

ELECTRIC

I_fj] Mathesius Electric LLC
Greg Mathesius

+ Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

« Commercial GENERAC
» Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

FUNERAL HOME

Catherine Wasmer

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME

Celebration-Of-Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

firststatebank.biz
LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING
NURIHEHN |ll|N[l|5

[ndustrial ¢ Commermal Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®

Meyers will
move for you!

Q 1 cour

and careful..
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

All About - Suspensions
MUCH MORE

Bal5725219518
Now Carrying New & Used Tires

1102 Meriden St Mendora » 815-539-9341 | |FIRST STATE INSURANCE 705 lllinois Ave. » 815-539-5142 p—
Mendota ¢ Earlville License #104005528 5 @
Open 6am-10pm * 7 days a week 815-539-5651 www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com
RESALE SHOP

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker P

g?ﬁmﬂcgf (V@e

A Retirement Community
Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.
Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
/Sl 57 II'IL®
| Repair(()

‘)W.

BjHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & -°stihl outdoor Power Equipment
SERVICE +Husqvarna Mowers

+ Dixon ZTR Purts

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

=

»g,(X)\(«w"'\

TRANSPORTATION

Nightengales
Thrift Shop

108 Jefierson St Mendota

18! and 3rd

Saturday -
/2 0ff

Mendota
55 Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:

+ Transportation Services
+ Caregiver Support & Services
+ Options Counseling

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource
Center)

+ Lending Closet + Advocacy
+ Senior Health Insurance + Information & Assistance
Program + Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

815-539-7700 + mendotaseniors1978 @yahoo.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

JAKE 815-303-3751
JORDAN 815-252-3521

NEWSPAPER

Wlihn Your
Hometown News
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