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MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — There 
were no injuries or sig-
nificant damage after the 
Rochelle Fire Department 
responded to an electrical 
issue at the BP station 
in Rochelle on Sunday 
evening, RFD Chief Dave 
Sawlsville said. 

RFD and the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Protection District sta-
tions of Creston, Hillcrest, 
Steward and Flagg Center 
were called to 1180 N. 7th 
St. at 5:43 p.m. on Sunday 
for a report of smoke com-
ing out vents in the awning 
over the gas pumps. 

“There was some 
electrical shorting out up 
there,” Sawlsville said. 
“We couldn’t isolate the 
issue, so they had to close. 
There wasn’t much fire. 
There was just a lot of 
smoke. We were on scene 
for about an hour in an 
effort to find the issue 
and keep the place open. 
We were unable to find it 
and they had to close until 
they could get it fixed the 
next day.”

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Thursday, March 13, the 
Rochelle Hiring Expo, 
presented by the City of 
Rochelle, the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Kishwaukee College and 
Rochelle Township High 
School was held at RTHS 
at 1401 E. Flagg Road.

The event was free for 
employers, job seekers 
and RTHS students. RTHS 
seniors and juniors par-
ticipated in the event for 
an hour before it opened 
to the public. The public 
hiring expo event began 
in recent years after a 
workforce shortage was 
seen post COVID-19 and 
it melded well with the 
yearly RTHS career fair, 
causing the events to be 
combined.

Employers with booths 
at the event included: 
IBEW, State of Illinois, 
Zekelman Industries, Peo-
plelink Staffing Solutions, 
Clark Dietrich, Forge Re-
sources Group, Liberty 
Village of Rochelle, Etnyre 
International, Rochelle 
Foods, Highlight Health-

Rochelle Fire responds to electrical issue at BP station
Chief Sawlsville: No injuries, minimal damage after Sunday incident

Sawlsville said a lot of response 
was seen Sunday in case of the 
small electrical fire becoming a 
larger issue. 

“A fire at a gas station obvi-
ously is something that makes us 

nervous,” Sawlsville said. “There 
was smoke and electrical arcing 
next to a gas pump at one point. 
That could have been an issue if 
there had been someone there at the 
time pumping gas. The part that we 

were nervous about was the issue 
making its way down from the 
awning to the area of the pumps. 
There was no significant damage, 
mostly just the loss of income from 
having to close for a time.”

There were no injuries or significant damage after the Rochelle Fire Department responded to an 
electrical issue at the BP station in Rochelle on Sunday evening, RFD Chief Dave Sawlsville said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Rochelle Hiring Expo 
held March 13 at RTHS

‘We just continue improving upon 
the things we learn every year’

care of Rochelle, both Rochelle school districts, 
4-C Community Coordinated Child Care, Stillman 
Bank, CDH Educational Center, Rochelle Com-
munity Hospital, Foundation for Focus House, 
Momentum Healthcare, Good Will Northern IL, 
Lassiter Agency, Maplehurst Farms, Athletico, 
TOMY International Inc., Express Employment 
Professionals, StaffQuick, Illinois Army National 
Guard, Kishwaukee College, Silgan Containers, 
City of Rochelle Police & Fire Departments, Kunes 
Auto Group and Addus Home Care.

Kishwaukee College takes the lead on logistics 
and registration for the event. Kish Associate 
Vice President of College Relations LaCretia 
Konan said the event started off “great” with over 
220 RTHS students attending, with employers 
impressed with students’ levels of engagement. 

See HIRING EXPO page 8

On Thursday, March 13, the Rochelle Hiring 
Expo, presented by the City of Rochelle, the 
Rochelle Chamber of Commerce, Kishwaukee 
College and Rochelle Township High School 
was held at RTHS at 1401 E. Flagg Road.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

304 East Highway 38
firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200

Brent Ohlinger
Community President

NMLS #454385

David Eckhardt
Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS #454387

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
heard an update from 
Executive Director Jackee 
Ohlinger on a potential 
future Helms Park rede-
velopment project.

Over the past two years, 
the park district has been 
gathering input on the 
project at the former Ro-
chelle Township High 
School outdoor athletic 
complex to fit it more to a 
park district-like use. The 
grounds were acquired by 
the park district in 2002 
after they were no longer 

utilized by RTHS.
Public meetings have 

been held on the project 
to solicit feedback. In 
the past, the park district 
circulated a survey locally 
on what the community 
would like to see at the site, 
which received around 
700 responses. Potential 
additions mentioned in 
the past have included a 
fitness area, a multi-sport 
court with a rubber surface 
for soccer, volleyball and 
basketball, a universal 
play space, a skate park, 
tennis courts and pickle-
ball courts, a pavilion and 
restrooms, new parking, 
batting cages, a walking 
path and green space. 

See PARK page 2

Helms Park project to 
go out to design firms 
to assess options

On Monday, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park 
District Board of Commissioners heard an update 
from Executive Director Jackee Ohlinger on a 
potential future Helms Park redevelopment project.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Monday, 
the Rochelle Township 
High School Board of 
Education unanimously 
approved a $102,229.74 
bid from DeMoulin for 
150 new marching band 
uniforms. 

RTHS Marching Band 
Director Keaton Shumard 
received two bids for new 
uniforms. DeMoulin was 
the low bid. RTHS will pay 
half of the cost this fiscal 
year and the remainder 
next fiscal year upon de-
livery. The new uniforms 
will be for the 2025-2026 
marching band season. 

Expo
During Principal Chris 

Lewis’ monthly presen-
tation at the meeting, 
he updated the board on 
a job fair that was held 
March 13 at RTHS that 
was available to junior 
and senior students as 
well as the public. The 
job fair was a partnership 
between RTHS, Kishwau-
kee College and the City 
of Rochelle. 

The job fair saw over 40 
vendors attend and meet 
with students. Lewis said 
53 jobseekers attended 
from the public. Prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
RTHS held its own career 
fairs before merging it with 

a hiring expo with the city 
due to the job market and 
number of employment 
opportunities available in 
the community.

Junior and senior stu-
dents at RTHS attended 
a soft skills/job inter-
view assembly during the 
school day before their 
dismissal to the job fair. 
Seniors assembled during 
seventh and eighth-hour 
periods, while juniors 
assembled during the 
ninth-hour period. 

“It was a great expe-
rience for our juniors 
and seniors,” Lewis said. 
“They worked on soft 
skills and talked to the dif-
ferent careers and looked 
for potential summer jobs 
and careers. It’s been a 
nice collaboration and we 
really like how it’s been 
going.”

Graduation
The board unanimously 

approved an RTHS grad-
uation date of Saturday, 
May 24 at 10 a.m. Tues-
day, May 27 is the last day 
of final exams. Summer 
school will begin on Mon-
day, June 2 and conclude 
on Thursday, July 10. 

Employment
The board unanimous-

ly approved personnel 
matters including the 
resignation of Meagan 
Stoops (English teacher, 
end of 24-25 school year) 

From page 1

“Now, with this ground-
work in place, we are pre-
pared to take the next step 
by requesting qualifications 
from design-build firms to 
assess the possibilities and 
bring a revitalized space 
to the Rochelle commu-
nity,” Ohlinger said. “As 
we move forward with 
the development of Helms 
North, we recognize the 
importance of taking a stra-
tegic approach to ensure the 
best use of our resources. 
Through years of operating 
The REC, we have gained 
valuable insight into what 
is effective, sustainable, 
and truly beneficial to our 
community. Our approach 
considers current and po-
tential community needs, 
facility flow, and long-term 
sustainability.”

Ohlinger said as the 
board begins the qualifica-
tions process for conceptual 
planning and design, it will 
explore both indoor and 
outdoor possibilities.

“This evaluation will 
help us determine what is 

financially feasible within 
our current framework 
while ensuring that any 
future development aligns 
with our long-term goals 
and community needs,” 
Ohlinger said. “By taking 
this step of a request for 
qualifications, we are po-
sitioning ourselves to make 
informed, responsible de-
cisions that maximize the 
impact of Helms North for 
years to come.”

Gonzales
Ohlinger said Monday 

that the meeting would be 
the last for Commissioner 
Kristi Gonzales, who is 
resigning from the board. 
Ohlinger thanked Gonzales 
for her time, input and work 
as a commissioner.

Easement
The board unanimously 

approved an easement in 
the area of Flannigan Park 
in Hillcrest for Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities. RMU 
has plans for an electrical 
infrastructure upgrade to 
improve reliability and 
allow for future growth that 

RTHS Board: Purchase of band uniforms approved
Hiring expo held March 13 with students, public; graduation set for May 24

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Rochelle Township High School Board of Education unanimously 
approved a $102,229.74 bid from DeMoulin for 150 new marching band uniforms. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

and the employment of 
Krynn Hayward (district 
substitute bus driver/
substitute aide) and Jake 
Major (volunteer assistant 
baseball coach). 

The board also unan-
imously approved the 
yearly re-employment of 
teachers, including first 
year teachers Cody Den-
neau (Spanish), Abby Jami-
son (English), Christian 
Marigomen (choir), David 
Molgas Zepeda (bilingual 

math) and Sumayya Staab 
(student growth coach). Re-
tained second year teachers 
included Jonathon Gehm 
(social science), Kevin 
Hunt (social science), Sarai 
Orozco (special education), 
Colfay Pointer (student 
counselor), Scott Stevens 
(special education), and 
Edna Vazquez (foreign lan-
guage). Retained third year 
teachers included Anna 
Adolph (English), Max 
Basler (special education), 

Anna Birsa (Spanish), 
Anna Criswell (science), 
Justin Otte (science), Ra-
chel Plock (math) and 
Keaton Shumard (music). 
Fourth year teachers re-
tained to become tenured 
included Andrea DeKing 
(art), Holly Karner (social 
science) and Tony Wyatt 
(Focus House special ed-
ucation). 

ACT
Lewis said RTHS stu-

dents will be taking the 
ACT and Pre-ACT tests 
on April 8. Juniors will 
take the SAT and freshmen 
and sophomores will take 
the Pre-ACT. Students are 
now taking the ACT after 
years of taking the SAT. 
Students took a practice 
exam in September. 

“We’ve been working 
hard on this,” Lewis said. 
“We’ll be taking that test 
for state accountability and 
college placement.”

PARK: ‘This evaluation will help us determine what is financially feasible’

Over the past two years, the park district has been gathering input on the project at the former Rochelle 
Township High School outdoor athletic complex to fit it more to a park district-like use. The grounds were 
acquired by the park district in 2002 after they were no longer utilized by RTHS.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

will see it place larger power 
poles near Scott Avenue 
and the park. The changes 
will not interfere with park 
amenities.

Maintenance
Superintendent of Parks 

& Facilities Shane Bays 
presented his monthly re-
port during the meeting on 
a number of topics. 

Recent work has includ-
ed pressure washing at The 
REC Center and the splash 

pad at Spring Lake, install-
ing gutters at the shelter at 
Cooper Park, and crack 
filling at the Helms Park 
tennis courts. The park 
district will soon start work 
on Rochelle Little League 
baseball and softball fields. 

Park district staff recent-
ly removed the playground 
equipment at VFW Park 
and the installation of new 
equipment is scheduled for 
mid-June. The park district 
recently approved new 

playgrounds for Hillcrest, 
Sweeney, VFW and Skare 
Parks. 

Basketball
Ohlinger said during the 

meeting that the park dis-
trict’s boys travel basketball 
league recently concluded 
on March 1. This year, there 
were 30 total teams across 
four different age groups. 
There were over 3,300 
spectators at the games over 
eight weeks.

Spring Lake
Ohlinger announced 

during the meeting that 
there will be no fee increas-
es for daily admission, pool 
passes, swim team or swim 
lessons at Spring Lake Pool 
for upcoming summer.

“Maintaining this af-
fordability for families 
remains our top priority by 
continuing to provide a high 
quality, safe experience,” 
Ohlinger said.

Ki
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$9 per  
ticket

Children 14 and under 
with adults Free

 Contact your favorite member, 
call 815-884-9240 or email 
rochellegoldenk@gmail.com
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At First Presbyterian 
Church of Rochelle
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ROCHELLE — St. 

Paul Lutheran School 
recently named its third 
quarter honor roll stu-
dents for the 2024-2025 
school year. 

High honor roll: Lucas 
Bunger, Danny Johnson, 
Xavier Mueller, Grant 
Rowley, Naomi Bresson, 
Noah Hayden, Caden 
Hatfield, Ashley Carmi-
chael, Charlie Franken-
berry, Sophia Mueller, 
Axel Alsop, Joey Chad-
wick, Annaliese Cox, and 
Elijah Good.

Honor roll:  Silas Al-
sop, Gwendolyn Good, 
Benediktas Grigaliunas, 
Caleb Johnson, Ayva 
King, Rilynn Larson, 
Henley Martinson, Jack-
son Noble, Ayla True, 
Michael  Cox,  Katie 
Suneson, Jack Olson, 
Ivan Olson, Leylani 
Farraj, Jimmy Chad-
wick, Leni Haedt, Reed 
Rowley, Taylor Thomas, 
Braxton Bruns, Gabe 
Bybee, Hailey Chapman, 
Owen Heitkamp, Mak-
enzie Johnson, Quinn 
Miller, Om Shah, and 
Kayl True.

St. Paul Lutheran School names 3rd quarter honor roll students

St. Paul Lutheran School recently named its third quarter honor roll students for the 2024-2025 school year. 
(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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ROCHELLE — On 
March 15 at 3:13 p.m. 
Zaveon E. Young, 27, of 
Chicago was cited for 
expired registration and 
no insurance. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 2 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 15 at 2:43 
p.m. Emily Anderson, 29, 
of Mt. Prospect was cited 

for speeding 90 in a 70 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 2 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 15 at 1:48 
p.m. Kevin J. Wolf, 63, of 
Franklin Grove was cited 
for expired registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 2 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 15 at 2:22 
p.m. Jovon J. Ducksworth, 
23, of Plainfield was cited 
for speeding 87 in a 70 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 2 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 15 at 3:52 
p.m. Kenneth E. Putzstuck, 
64, of Rochelle was cited 
for a seat belt violation. He 

signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 2 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 15 at 4:58 
p.m. Jack A. Jensen, 33, of 
Malta was cited for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with 
registration suspended. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 2 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 15 at 12:34 

p.m. Jonathan Ruiz, 36, of 
Rochelle was cited for a 
registration violation. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 2 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 14 at 3:29 
p.m. Samuel Lundquist, 
43, of Oregon was cited for 
reckless driving and failure 
to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident. He signed a 

promise to comply and was 
given an April 2 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 16 at 7:16 
p.m. Andrew J. Kettleson, 
42, of Rochelle was cited 
for avoiding a traffic control 
signal. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given an 
April 2 Rochelle court date. 

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty. 

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT
ROCHELLE — On 

March 12 at 10:49 a.m. Ron-
ald L. King, 73, of Rochelle 
was cited for speeding 67 in 
a 45 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 4 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 12 at 7:35 
a.m. Mike N. Melco, 52, 
of Huntley was cited for 
speeding 72 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 12 at 8:31 
a.m. Marissa M. Williams, 
27, of Huntley was cited for 
no insurance. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 12 at 2:11 
p.m. a 14-year-old juvenile 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for aggravated battery and 
mob action. In the same inci-
dent, a 13-year-old juvenile 
and 15-year-old juvenile 
were also both arrested 
for aggravated battery and 
mob action. All three male 
juveniles were transferred. 

On March 13 at 4:57 a.m. 
Terry M. Fogarty II, 56, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disregarding a stop sign and 
no insurance. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date.

On March 12 at 10:55 
p.m. Dylan C. Cobb, 26, 

OREGON  — On 
March 11 at 8:59 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 2,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 
2. After a brief investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
passenger Jeremiah J. 

Martin, 36, of Oregon 
on two Ogle County war-
rants (failure to appear 
for driving while license 
suspended and driving 
while license revoked), 
and a Winnebago County 
warrant (failure to appear 

for driving while license 
revoked). Martin was 
additionally charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance. Martin was 
released on a notice to 
appear on the possession 
of a controlled substance 
charge, and lodged on 
the outstanding warrants 
in the Ogle County Jail. 
The driver, Debbarh N. 
Messenger, of Oregon 
was issued citations for 
operating a motor vehicle 
with registration suspend-
ed/mandatory insurance, 
and operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle.

On March 12 at 9:59 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 5,000 
block of North Freeport 
Road for speeding. After 
an investigation, Ivis 
Nahun Funez Meza, 32, 
of Columbus, Ohio was 
arrested for no valid 
driver’s license. Funez 
Meza was also issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
expired registration, and 
speeding. Funez Meza 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and 
released on a notice to 
appear.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Obituaries

of Rochelle was cited for 
expired registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an April 4 
Rochelle court date.

On March 13 at 10:45 
a.m. Maria E. Correa Ca-
ballero, 44, of Aurora was 
arrested for an Ogle County 
warrant. 

On March 13 at 12:48 
p.m. Joshua E. Majcen, 28, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred. 

On March 13 at 1:52 
p.m. Anmarie R. Kuntz, 
34, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed for a Rockford Police 
Department warrant and 
transferred. 

On March 12 at 4:06 
p.m. a 14-year-old juvenile 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving unlicensed and 
cited for no insurance and 
passing a school bus load-
ing/unloading. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date.

On March 13 at 8:39 
a.m. Jerry L. Elder, 81, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
passing a school bus load-
ing/unloading. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date.

On March 13 at 8:49 a.m. 
Gaston R. Santillan, 43, 
of Oak Park was cited for 
disobeying a traffic control 
device. He signed a promise 

to comply and was given an 
April 4 Rochelle court date.

On March 14 at 12:59 
a.m. Juan R. Garcia, 25, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
driving under the influence 
and no valid driver’s license 
and cited for improper lane 
use, illegal transportation of 
alcohol and no insurance. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
April 4 Rochelle court date.

On March 14 at 4:35 a.m. 
Alex Angell, 41, of Rochelle 
was cited for operating a 
motor vehicle with registra-
tion suspended. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 14 at 12:55 
p.m. a 15-year-old juvenile 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for battery. 

On March 14 at 1:18 p.m. 
Miguel Rojas Castano, 21, 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa was 
arrested for driving while 
never issued a license. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
4 Rochelle court date. In 
the same incident, Inaki 
Abaroa Artolozaga, 19, of 
Cedar Rapids, and Juan 
E. Buitrago Correa, 20, of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa were 
cited for no seat belt. Both 
signed a promise to comply 
and were given an April 4 
Rochelle court date. 

All individuals are nno-
cent until proven guilty. 

ROCHELLE — On 
March 6 at 9:45 p.m. 
the Rochelle Police De-
partment was contacted 
regarding an adult male 
attempting to meet with a 
minor for sex in Rochelle. 
After an investigation by 
the RPD patrol division, 
Timothy J. O’Dell, 28, 
of Rochelle was arrested 

for one felony count of 
indecent solicitation of a 
child and one felony count 
of failure to register as a 
sex offender. O’Dell was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail without inci-
dent. All defendants are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court 
of law. 

Rochelle man arrested for 
indecent solicitation of a child

Timothy J. O’Dell

EUREKA — Evelyn 
Marie Bearrows, a loving 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and 
cherished friend, passed 
away peacefully on March 
14, 2025 at the age of 95, 
at the Apostolic Christian 
Home in Eureka, Illinois, 
surrounded by her family 
and special care givers. 
Evie was known for her 
loving and kind nature, 
and as a person who valued 
and cared for her family 
and friends alike. She was 
proud of her family and 
loved to spend time with 
her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren. She cherished her 
friends as well, staying 
close to her dear friends in 
the ‘card club’ over many 
years. Evie also enjoyed 
gardening and cooking, 
and her pies were well-
known at gatherings with 
friends and family. She 
always looked forward 
to spending part of her 
summer with her family 
in northern Wisconsin, 
taking that first road trip 
to the Northwoods in 
1959 and continuing every 
summer since.

Evie was born on No-
vember 1, 1929 in Ashton, 
Illinois, to Jurgen U. and 
Mary C. (Huhr) Green-
field, and was the youngest 
of nine children. Evie 
graduated from Ashton 
High School in 1947. On 
July 7, 1950, she married 
Robert E. Bearrows in 
Rochelle, IL, and they 
resided in Flagg Center 

and later Rochelle. She 
was preceded in death by 
Robert “Bob” in 2011, her 
husband of 61 years. In 
addition to her husband 
and parents, she was 
predeceased by her six 
brothers: Wilber, Elmer, 
Bob, Paul, Raymond and 
Hank Greenfield and two 
sisters: Ella Neckel and 
Elizabeth Parsley.

Evie was a homemaker, 
raising her five children, 
and later working outside 
the home for the City of 
Rochelle for over twenty 
years. She was a devoted 
member of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church and a strong 
supporter of St. Paul Lu-
theran School as well.

Evie loved her family, 
and was always there with 
a listening ear and a warm 
touch and embrace. She 
was a devoted mother, 
loving grandmother and 
great-grandmother, and 
she will be profoundly 
missed by everyone who 
knew her. Survivors in-
clude her daughter: Me-
linda (Tim) Kaufman of 
Metamora, IL; her sons: 
Thomas (Holly Hirst) 
Bearrows of River For-
est, IL, Patrick (Sharon) 
Bearrows of Sycamore, 
Il, Jeffrey (Pamela) Be-
arrows of Dallas, TX and 
Michael (Beth Kucera) 
Bearrows of Cedar Rap-
ids, IA; and sister-in-law, 
Nancy Krahenbuhl-Wal-
ters of Rochelle. She 
was a wonderful and 
loving grandmother to: 
Elli (Joseph) Barrow, 

Paige (Riley) Frenette, 
Margaret (Jonah) Je-
linski, Peter (Veronica) 
Kaufman, Alison (Frank) 
Anderson, Harry Bear-
rows, Brett Bearrows, 
Sara (Tom Fernandez) 
Bearrows, Shelby (Alex 
Brown) Bearrows, and 
proud great-grandmother 
to Isabella Anderson, Em-
ory Anderson and Henry 
Lockard.

A visitation will be held 
on Saturday, March 22, 
2025 from 10:00 -11:00 
A.M. at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 1415 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, Illinois. Funeral 
services will follow at 
11:00 A.M. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church with 
Pastor Michael D. Wolff 
presiding. Burial will be at 
Trinity Memory Gardens 
in Hillcrest immediately 
following the funeral 
service. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests 
memorials be made to St. 
Paul Lutheran Church and 
St. Paul Lutheran School 
of Rochelle, Illinois.  
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online 
guest book.

Evelyn Marie Bearrows

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact  
Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

PERRYVILLE, M.O. 
— Earl “Bussie” Marler 
of Perryville, MO passed 
away peacefully in his 
home with his family at 
his bedside on March 14, 
2025

Bussie was born in 
Wardell, MO on Septem-
ber 28, 1941, and lived the 
majority of his youth in the 
Greenville, MO area.  He 
moved to Rochelle, IL in 
the early 1960s where he 
and his former wife raised 
two children, Brad and 
Melanie Marler.

He married his lifelong 
partner and wife Janis 
(McDowell) Marler on 
July 4th, 1992.  They re-
turned to Missouri in 1995 
where they enjoyed many 
happy years enjoying rural 
Missouri and exploring 
the many places he spent 
time as a youth and spend-
ing time with family.

Bussie worked at Ro-
chelle Printing Company 

for more than 30 years as 
a pressman until he retired 
in 1994. 

He was a lifelong St. 
Louis Cardinals fan, loved 
fishing, and wildlife. He 
was an avid storyteller of 
life in Missouri and his 
family and friends.  He 
was a beloved Husband, 
Father, Grandfather, and 
Great-Grandfather.

He was preceded in 
death by his daughter 
Melanie Ann Marler in 
1992 and his six sisters, 
Pauline (Lloyd) Elder, 
Hazel Marler, Virginia 
(Eugene “Shin”) Bak-
er, Jewell Davis-Ward, 
Beulah “Bootie” (Bill) 
Gobtop, Lois (Jim) Utley / 
Walter Lee, and his parents 
George and Mary Marler.

Bussie is survived by 
his wife of 32 years Janis, 
son Bradley (Lori) Marler, 
Stepson Chris Chiavini, 
Grandchildren Courtney 
Bullock, Alec Marler, and 

Kaitlin (Lourens) deBeer, 
Great-Grandchildren 
Dominick Bullock and 
Landon deBeer, Brother-
in-law Bill Gobtop, and 
many special nieces, and 
nephews.

Bussie will be laid to 
rest at Pleasant Valley 
Cemetery in Greenville, 
MO, next to his parents 
and sister. A graveside ser-
vice will be held Saturday, 
March 22, 2025, at 1 PM 
to be officiated by Pastor 
Glen Crutchfield.

Online condolences 
can be made at www.
rueggfuneralhomes.com

Earl ‘Bussie’ Marler
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AFC NEWS

The Section 2 Parliamentary Procedure Career Development Event was held on Thursday, March 13 and Ashton-Franklin Center FFA finished second.  Individual results 
were as follows: Second place chairperson - Jacob Warrenfeltz. Fifth place floor member - Kate Viall. Sixth place floor member - Elsie Viall. Eighth place floor member - 

Xavier Kloss. The team will compete at the District 1 contest on April 2. (Courtesy photos)

AFC FFA places second at Career Development Event

Ashton-Franklin Center middle school students had the opportunity to compete 
at the IVCC Middle School Mania Competition on Feb. 28.  Students participated 
in a team challenge and tried mini versions of the agronomy, ag mechanics, and 

food science career development events along with taking an FFA quiz. (Courtesy 
photo)

AFC students compete at IVCC Middle School Mania Competition

AFC students learn about plane and drone uses
Ashton-Franklin Center students learned about plane and drone uses in 

agriculture and engineered planes in junior high STEM. Alejandro, Logan, and 
Archie won the contest. (Courtesy photo)

Ashton-Franklin Center FFA Officers Jacob Warrenfeltz, Leah Cochrane, 
and Logan O’Brien attended Cultivating Connections on Friday. This was a 

morning to share the importance of agricultural education and FFA with school 
administration, counselors, school board, and alumni members. The officers 
participated in the Chapter Showcase, where they chose to focus on the last 

line of FFA Motto - Living to Serve. They shared about the community service 
opportunities that members participated in at AFC. (Courtesy photo)

AFC FFA officers attend Cultivating Connections event

ASHTON – The Ash-
ton United Methodist 
Church will host its an-
nual Tractor Blessing on 
Saturday, March 22 at 8 
a.m. The blessing will 
be followed by a light 
breakfast.

The event is open to all 
farmers in the area. We 
will gather in the parking 
lot at 8 a.m. Bring your 
tractor, a photo of your 
last or just yourself to be 
blessed for the coming 
planting season.

The church is located 
at 906 Richardson Ave. 
Please call the church 
at 815-453-2328 if you 
have any questions. 
Please leave a message 
and your call will be 
returned

Ashton UMC to host Tractor 
Blessing on March 22

ASHTON — The Unit-
ed Women of Faith of the 
Ashton Methodist Church 
are hosting a Kuchen 
Coffee and Bake Sale on 
Saturday, April 5 from 
8:30-11 a.m. Ashton is 
known for its delicious 

homemade kuchen in the 
favorites of cherry, peach, 
and prune.  Kuchens will 
be available for sale in the 
bake sale area in addition 
to many other baked de-
lights. 

The church is located at 

the corner of North Rich-
ardson Avenue and North 
4th Street in Ashton. There 
is ample parking and the 
church is handicapped 
accessible. See you on 
April 5 for kuchen, coffee 
and fellowship.

Kuchen Coffee and Bake Sale is April 5

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

Lori Patterson
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

(815) 562-7617
loripatterson22@gmail.com

http://loripattersonrealestate.com

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006

(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

AFC CUSD #275

Go, Raiders!

Ashton-Franklin Center Jr/Sr High School 
611 Western Ave., Ashton, IL 61006

815-452-7461 | Malinda Hart, Principal

 
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School

217 South Elm, Franklin Grove, IL 61031
815-456-2325 | Jenah Burkitt, Principal

Learn  Grow  Thrive
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LOCAL VIEWS

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia  pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

New political letter policy for Rochelle News-Leader
THE Rochelle 

News-Leader has 
implemented a 

new political letter policy.
We accept election let-

ters endorsing or advo-
cating for or against a 
ballot measure, party or 
candidate as paid adver-
tising announcement. The 
fee is $25 minimum for 
a 200-word letter and 10 

cents a word for addition-
al words over 250. Like 
other letters to the editor, 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number are 
required. Phone numbers 
and exact addresses are 
not published. We have the 
right to reject letters which 
don’t meet publishing stan-
dards and will determine if 
the letter qualifies as a paid 

endorsement. Paid letters 
will be identified with a 
label and may or may not 
appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that 
have adopted this approach 
cite one main reason: Po-
litical campaigns for years 
have used newspaper opin-
ion pages for what amounts 
to free advertising. As these 

letter-writing campaigns 
become more widespread 
and sophisticated - some 
campaigns even pay peo-
ple to write letters to the 
editor - newspapers are 
flooded with requests to 
publish them, especially 
in the run-up to elections.

We still publish letters 
complaining about the 
county board or school 

board? But if you want oth-
ers to vote for or against a 
candidate, or for or against 
an issue on the ballot, you 
will need to pay a fee. Not 
a large fee - $25 for up to 
200 words.

Some key dates to keep 
in mind for political en-
dorsement letters:

The primary election 
is Tuesday, April 1, 2025. 

The last batch of letters that 
endorse candidates for this 
election will be printed in 
the Wednesday, March 26, 
2025 issue of The Rochelle 
News-Leader and must 
be received by noon on 
Monday, March 24, 2025.

To submit a letter, email 
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@rochel-
lenews-leader.com. 

THE day of the 
local newspaper 
may seem to be 

a thing of the past. If so, 
what a past it was. In the 
time before the internet, 
television, even radio, 
people had a need to know 
what was happening in the 
world around them. The 
local newspaper was the 
source of that information. 
Who does not remember 
the thrill of seeing their 
name in the paper? What 
family does not have a 
scrapbook with yellowed 
news articles from the 
past? 

The first newspaper 
went to print as the “Lane 
Leader” in 1858. John R. 
Howlett was the owner, 
editor, print setter, and 
reporter. In a community 
with a population in the 
hundreds it was an uphill 
battle to make a living 
from a paper selling for 
pennies. John kept the 
paper going for three years 
before selling it to James 
A. Butterfield in 1861. The 
paper’s name was changed 
to the “Lane Patriot” but 
faced the same difficulties 

as the prior owner, without 
subscriptions and adver-
tising it was impossible to 
make a living. Mr. Butter-
field closed the paper one 
year later in 1862. The 
type and presses were put 
into storage.

It was in 1863 that 
Elbridge Ottis heard of 
the unused equipment and 
decided that he was just the 
man to take on the respon-
sibility bringing the news 
to the people of Lane. In 
a small room above the 
Clark and Dana Drugstore 
(later to become Barkers) 
Elbridge published the 
first issue of the “Lane 
Register”. Two years 
later in 1865 Mr. Ottis 
changed the name of the 
paper when the city was 
renamed. Lane became 
Rochelle and the “Lane 
Register” became the 
“Rochelle Register”. The 
motto of the paper was, “If 
you see it in the Register, 
it is so”. Strangely,  E. 
L. Ottis is better remem-
bered for his devotion to 
the fire department than 
his newspaper. He was 
instrumental in improving 

the city’s water supply and 
upgrading equipment. The 
paper passed from owner 
to owner, J.C. Neff to H.C. 
Paddock to George Dicus 
then Emery Neff.

For a brief period, 
1878-1879 Norman Ra-
palee published the “Na-
tional Greenbacker” and 
“Rapalee’s Greenbacker”. 
The paper failed to flourish 
and was soon gone. 

The “Rochelle In-
dependent” was 
started by E. L. 
Derby in 1872. 
Ownership was 
later passed to Fred 
and Charles Lux. 
The Lux brothers 
sold the paper to 
Hemmingway and 
Wagner in about 
1897. They in turn 
sold the paper to Walter 
Hohenadel in 1917.

For some reason there 
was a period when some 
felt that Rochelle could 
support two newspapers. 
The “Rochelle Telephone” 
went to press in 1879 un-
der the ownership of J. M. 
King and his wife. The pa-
per lasted three years and 

in 1881 the presses shut 
down. The Norris family, 
G. W. Norris and his son 
Howard had managed two 
papers prior, the “Malta 
Mail” and the “Creston 
Times” were merged to 
become the “Rochelle 
Herald” in 1881. The 
“Herald” lasted for a while 
but it too failed. 

The Lux brothers, Fred 
and William, joined with 
Elmer Heath and print-

ed the “Rochelle 
News”. The “Ro-
chelle Indepen-
dent” was sold by 
Walter Hohenadel 
to John Millar in 
1922. John also 
purchased the 
“Rochelle Regis-
ter” and combined 
the two into one 

paper. Another contender 
in the news arena was 
Chuck Stafford, editor 
of the 1923 paper, the 
“Rochelle Home Journal”. 
Competition was keen 
with many fighting for the 
limited advertising dollar. 
This was about to change. 
Floyd J. Tilton and his 
son John W. Tilton and 

their corporation, Tilton 
Industries, would become 
the sole source for news in 
Rochelle. 

The Tilton family be-
gan in the news business 
in 1932 with the purchase 
of the “Rochelle Home 
Journal”. The cost was 
$10, and the check was 
post-dated one week. The 
paper became the “North-
ern Illinois Democrat” in 
1933. In 1938 the paper 
became the “Hub City 
Leader.” The name was 
again changed, this time 
to “The Rochelle Leader”. 
The “Rochelle Leader” 
and the “Rochelle News” 
competed until 1943 when 
the Lux brothers and 
Mr. Heath sold their pa-
per to Tilton Industries. 
With both papers in hand, 
John Tilton, published 
the “News” on Wednes-
days and the “Leader” on 
Fridays. 

Tilton industries left 
the newspaper business 
in 1975. John Tompkins, 
at the age of 21, purchased 
the Rochelle papers. John 
was an aggressive news-
paper man. Over the years 

he bought several papers 
across the United States. 
John owned and managed 
the Rochelle papers until 
2023, when he passed. 
The paper stayed in the 
family and John Tompkins 
Jr. (JJ) took over the man-
agement of the “Rochelle 
News-Leader”. 

The mission of a local 
newspaper is the same 
today as it was in 1856, 
to inform the public, allow 
varying opinions, and 
share stories that may be 
too small for larger media 
outlets.  Will the local 
paper disappear? I hope 
not, but progress grinds 
on. Until that day we con-
tinue clipping out photos, 
saving articles, wedding 
announcements, obituar-
ies, and other major life 
events. The internet may 
become the news source 
of the day, but it will be 
hard pressed to replace 
the smile on a child’s face 
when they see their history 
in a scrapbook. 

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. 

Hold the presses: The history of newspapers in Rochelle

Tom
McDermott

DEAR editor,
We vote early.  

This is a result of 
my wife and I working as 
election judges, and as luck 
would have it, we weren’t 
assigned to be working in 
our home precinct.  Rath-
er than insult those who 
have fought and even died 
to make sure Americans 
have a right to vote by not 
voting, we went and voted 
early at the Ogle County 
Courthouse.

As part of the process, 
we had to do some candi-
date research so we could 
be informed voters.  This 
meant looking up informa-
tion on the candidates in the 
elections that we can vote on 

and picking those who were 
aligned best with where we 
think the various offices 
should be heading.

We were both surprised 
at the lack of candidates for 
some offices.  In Ogle Coun-
ty, we found that there were 
47 offices with nobody filed 
to run for them.  Think about 
that for a second – 47 offices 
where people didn’t think 
of passing petitions to get 
on the ballot.  Fortunately, 
people have stepped up in 
a few races and have done 
what is necessary to run as 
write-in candidates, but that 
is the exception, not the rule.  
There are a lot of offices 
with “NO CANDIDATE” 
in the blank.

In such cases, the gov-
ernment agency can then 
appoint who they want to 
fill these roles.  That isn’t 
what our founding fathers 
expected, but it is how it 
works.

This brings me to the 
subject of this missive – we 
need people like you to run 
for public office.  Yes, being 
on a city council, village 
council, township board, 
library board, etc., will take 
up some of your time and en-
ergy.  However, I would ask 
that you look at yourself in 
the mirror – if you have even 
some time to help, wouldn’t 
it be better if YOU ran for 
one of these open offices?

Think of what you could 

bring to the discussion.  
Most of the people in these 
offices are people that are 
literally just like you.  They 
put their clothes on the same 
way, they shop at the same 
stores, they have the same 
education as you.  You 
don’t have to be a doctor or 
a lawyer – you just have to 
be a citizen that is interested 
in becoming involved and 
willing to run, and if elect-
ed, attend the meetings and 
think about the subjects so 
you vote to reflect what your 
constituents would want.

Running for office starts 
with passing petitions.  Our 
County Clerk, Laura Cook 
posts notices in the newspa-
pers on when petitions can 

be passed and when they 
have to be turned in to qual-
ify.  Follow the rules, walk 
and talk to your neighbors, 
and get them to sign your 
petitions.  The numbers 
you need to be approved 
and placed on the ballot are 
available from the clerk’s 
office.  If the race is uncon-
tested, you can walk some 
more to make sure people 
vote for you.  If the race is 
contested, you can walk a lot 
more to make sure enough 
people vote for you so that 
you can win.

It will take some effort, 
but isn’t it true of anything 
that is worth doing?  Please, 
consider getting involved 
with your local government, 

school, or township, and run 
for public office.  We the 
People, need good People 
like you to step up and 
become part of the process 
that keeps our government 
running smoothly.

There are some who 
might say “No, I’m too 
busy,” or “I don’t know 
anything about running a 
library/village/city.”  To be 
honest, the same can be said 
for most of the people who 
ran for office the first time.  
Consider stepping up to 
help – because after all, if 
not you, then who will run?  
And if not now, then when?

George Wilhelmsen, 
Rochelle

Letter: If not you, then who?  
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
 March 19

John Overstreet
 

March 20
Jesse Lopez

Rachelle Phillips

March 22
Wakely Peterman

 

March 23
Kristi Gonzales

 
March 24

John Wooten
Lanie McPherson

 
March 25

Chaz & Kathy Conant 
(anniversary)
Liz Danekas

Shaun Rosenbach
 

March 26
LeeAnn Komadina

Kim Dougherty
Bernie & Anna Sexton 

(anniversary)
 

March 30
Grace Olson

April 1
Theresa Crystal

Feb. 21 - Rajiji Sud, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Doris Parks, $25

Feb. 23 - Tracy Alford, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 24 - Shelly Crouch, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Patti Doyle, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - Ashley Lawrenz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 27 - Jessica Huerta, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 1 - Gary Tarvestad, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 2 - Danica Rogers, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 3 - Jim Neisel, St. Charles, $25

Mar. 4 - Stacey Ansteth, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 5 - Zoey Schabacker, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 6 - Heather Lara, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 7 - Pat Fletcher, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 8 - Brock Sutton, Mendota, $25

Mar. 9 - Kelly Johnson, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 10 - Joe McKinney, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 11 - John Conley, Waterman, $25

Mar. 12 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 13 - RMTD, $25

Mar. 14 - Larry Hageman, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 15 - Mariah Coffey, Dixon, $25

Mar. 16 - Rick McConaghie, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 17 - Jan Thompson, Rochelle, $250

Mar. 18 - Dale Galland, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Jeffrey J. Musselman, Rochelle, $25

OREGON — This 
year’s 4-H Public Presen-
tations Contest was held 
Saturday, March 8, at the 
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau. Thank you to Ander-
son Feeds for sponsoring 
the Public Presentations 
award.

Top of Class Formal 
Speech – Beginner (aged 

8-13): Delaney Byers, 
Forreston.

Top of Class Illustrated 
Speech – Beginner (aged 
8-13): Shelby Harbaugh, 
Chana.

Top of Class Illustrated 
Speech – Advanced (aged 
14-18): Immanuel Arella-
no, Mt. Morris.

Top of Class Oral In-

terpretation: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Davis Junction.

Grand Champion Pub-
lic Presentation: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Davis Junction.

Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Public Presentation: 
Shelby Harbaugh, Chana.

The Illinois State 4-H 
Public Presentation Con-
test will be held on April 

26 at Parkland College in 
Champaign.

State Public Speak-
ing Contest Delegates: 
Alayna Doane, Illustrated 
Speech – Beginner (aged 
8 – 13). Shelby Har-
baugh, Illustrated Speech 
– Beginner (aged 8 – 13). 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Oral 
Interpretation.

Ogle County 4-H Public Presentations winners announced
Pictured left to right: Grand Champion Public Presentation, Elizabeth Kennedy, Davis Junction; and Sara 
Blume, volunteer judge.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Embracing the many 
ways to enjoy spring is 
relatively easy to do. The 
following are some ways 
seniors can make the most 
of spring.

• Plant a garden. Spring is 
a time when the ground has 
thawed and the soil is warm 
enough to begin planting a 
garden. Individuals should 
refer to their particular agri-
cultural zones to determine 
when to plant. Certain plants 
need a specific number of 
hours of sunlight and mini-
mum temperatures to grow. 
It’s important to wait until 
the threat of overnight frost 
has subsided. Gardening can 
be a thorough workout, so 
it’s important for seniors to 
go slowly as they acclimate 
to this type of activity.

• Relax outside. Seniors 
can soak up vitamin D and 
enjoy the sounds of nature 
by spending time on a deck 

or the front porch. Any ac-
tivity that was typically done 
indoors, such as reading a 
book, listening to music, 
engaging in a hobby, and 
more, can be moved outside.

• Explore local wildlife. 
Trees and flowers are not 
the only things renewed by 
spring. Many animals give 
birth in spring and there 
might be little ones frolick-
ing. Seniors can look for 
bunnies, fledglings chirping 
in bird nests, spotted fawns, 
and young foxes around 

their neighborhoods. 
• Attend an open-air 

event. Whether it’s a con-
cert or an outdoor theater 
performance, seniors can 
look to local entertainment 
as a way to get outside and 
have a little fun.

• Bike or walk the neigh-
borhood. Seniors can find 
serene paths to bike or walk. 
Dog owners can take their 
pooches for a stroll, or meet 
up with other friends and 
begin a walking club for 
camaraderie and exercise.

LOCAL NEWS

AFTER a cold 
winter,  there’s 
often nothing 

better than the arrival of 

spring. From the moment 
those first crocuses and tu-
lips peek their heads out of 
the soil to the days of cherry 

Enjoyable ways for seniors to savor spring
blossoms in full bloom, 
spring is a time of sunshine, 
warmth and a renewed sense 
of vitality.

Seniors who may have 
spent much of the winter 
cooped up indoors often 
are inspired by warmer tem-
peratures to venture outside 
once again when spring has 
sprung. According to UC 
Davis Health, time outdoors 
provides a host of health 
benefits, and seniors who 
embrace the great outdoors 
can reap those rewards. 
Studies show that nature 
has a positive effect on the 
body by reducing cortisol 
levels and demands on the 
cardiovascular system and 
relieving muscle tension. 
Being outside in sunshine 
(with the use of sunscreen) 
can increase vitamin D lev-
els, which is important for a 
healthy immune system and 
strong bones.

MORRIS — The next 
Human Services Trans-
portation Plan (HSTP) 
Regional Transporta-
tion Committee Meeting 
for Region 3 (Bureau, 
DeKalb, Grundy, Kendall, 
LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, and 
Putnam Counties) will 
be held on Friday March 
28 at 10 a.m. at Grundy 
County Administrative 
Building – 1320 Union 
St, Morris, IL 60450. 
Human service organi-
zations with an interest 
in public transportation 
are strongly encouraged 

to attend, as well as any-
one interested in public 
transit. If you would 
like further information, 
please contact via email: 
hstp@ncicg.org or call us 
at (815) 433-5830.

We will have reserved 
time slots available for 
public comment via 
Zoom for anyone not 
able to attend the meet-
ing in person between 
10:15am-10:30am. If 
you would like to partic-
ipate in public comment 
via Zoom during that 
time frame, please con-

tact us at (815) 433-5830 
to reserve your time slot.

HSTP identifies trans-
portat ion needs and 
develops solutions to 
improve transportation 
services for the general 
public. An emphasis 
is placed on seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
individuals with lower 
incomes, and veterans. 
For more information 
about NCICG, HSTP, or 
if special accommoda-
tions are needed, please 
contact Connor Schwinn 
at (815) 433-5830.

HSTP meeting is March 28

From page 1

“It was really great 
to see,” Konan said. “It 
was packed. At the end 
of the job fair we’ll get 
an evaluation from our 
employers that attended 
and they’ll give us direct 
feedback on what they 
thought of the event 
and if there’s anything 
we can do to improve 
it. Overall, there has 
been a steady flow of 

job seekers today since 
we opened it up to the 
public. We had people 
that were waiting for it 
to open. We’ve already 
exceeded the number of 
job seekers in compari-
son to last year.”

Konan said that now 
that the event has op-
erated for the past few 
years, it has become 
a well-oiled machine. 
She thanked Kish Coor-
dinator of Employment 

& Job Placement Ser-
vices Laura Gregory and 
leadership at RTHS, the 
City of Rochelle and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“This day and seeing 
everyone in this room 
together reminds me that 
the City of Rochelle is 
a hub and a community 
of opportunity,” Konan 
said. “The stakeholders 
here do a lot on behalf of 
their businesses and their 
community as a whole. 

When you see people 
show up from students to 
employers to job seekers, 
it’s a very well-rounded 
community and the event 
is very well planned. It’s 
held for the purposes of, 
‘How do we grow the 
Rochelle area? How do 
we help our community? 
How do we support our 
businesses?’”

Konan said she was 
eager to hear feedback 
from employers, job 

seekers and RTHS on 
how the hiring event 
went for them. Her hope 
is that hires were made 
and interviews were 
scheduled. 

“Seeing all of these 
connections happen in 
real time just makes me 
want to work harder,” 
Konan said. “Every time 
we see things like this 
happen and everybody 
gets something out of 
it, it just makes us want 

to work harder next 
year. How can we make 
it bigger? How can we 
make sure more people 
attend? How can we 
make sure more people 
are aware of this event? 
Because now it’s really 
an annual event. We’re 
always excited to see this 
event come to fruition 
and we’re really look-
ing forward to hearing 
about the results and 
outcomes.”

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Employers with booths at the event included: IBEW, State of Illinois, Zekelman Industries, Peoplelink Staffing Solutions, Clark Dietrich, Forge Resources Group, 
Liberty Village of Rochelle, Etnyre International, Rochelle Foods, Highlight Healthcare of Rochelle, both Rochelle school districts, 4-C Community Coordinated Child 
Care, Stillman Bank, CDH Educational Center, Rochelle Community Hospital, Foundation for Focus House, Momentum Healthcare, Good Will Northern IL, Lassiter 
Agency, Maplehurst Farms, Athletico, TOMY International Inc., Express Employment Professionals, StaffQuick, Illinois Army National Guard, Kishwaukee College, 
Silgan Containers, City of Rochelle Police & Fire Departments, Kunes Auto Group and Addus Home Care.

HIRING EXPO: Annual event catered to students, employers and job seekers

CHANA — The North-
ern Illinois Bass Masters 
Kids Fishing Derby is June 
22 at 9 a.m. at the Rochelle 
Wildlife Conservation 

Club at 3501 S. Sweeney 
Road in Chana. 

The event is open to 
the public, There will be 
free food, drinks and bait. 

Everyone will win a prize, 
from bicycles to fishing 
poles. All you have to do 
is bring your pole and go 
fishing. 

Kids fishing derby set for June 22

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

March 22 /23. .Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
April 6 ...................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm   
April 23 .................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm
April 26 /27. ...Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
May 3 ....................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm
May 10. .................................................... Introduction to Handguns 9am-1pm

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

03
19

20
25

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM
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SPORTS REPRESENTING ILLINOIS
 
RTHS wrestler Xavier Villalobos competed 
in the 2025 Illinois-Indiana Classic Duals. 
 
See page 8 for more details
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RTHS Baseball

RTHS Girls Soccer

Early Voting - Consolidated Election
April 1, 2025

Flagg Township Building  
303 IL 38, Rochelle

    March 26-March 28 9am-4pm | March 29 9am-Noon

03
19
20
25

Hubs return to the diamond
Bruns, Metzger among varsity players back in action as 2025 season begins

Junior Brode Metzger will be one of multiple varsity players back in action for the Rochelle Hub baseball team 
this season. Rochelle is scheduled to play its first game of the season at Genoa-Kingston on March 19.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Head 
coach Jarrod Reynolds 
pointed to pitching depth 
and defense as two key 
strengths of the Rochelle 
Hub baseball team, which 
opened the 2025 season 
with its first official prac-
tice this past Monday. As 
the season moves forward, 
Reynolds will be looking 
for continued improve-
ments on the offensive end, 
where the Hubs registered 
a .206 batting average last 
year. 

Rochelle is seeking to 
improve on a 7-22 overall 
record last season, when 
the Hubs finished sixth in 
the Interstate 8 and went 
0-15 in conference action. 
On the mound, Rochelle 
welcomes back several 
talented pitchers includ-
ing sophomore left-hander 
Brody Bruns, who was 
named an All-Conference 
Honorable Mention after 
posting a team-low 3.02 
ERA and 39 strikeouts. 

“We have an interesting 
mix of seniors, sophomores 
and juniors,” Reynolds 
said. “I think we’re a bit 
more talented than we’ve 
been over the past couple 
of years. We did exit ve-
locities last week and a lot 
of our varsity kids were 
in the mid 80s, which is 
an improvement. From a 
pitching standpoint, I think 
we’re going to throw the 

ball harder than we have 
the past few years.”

Seniors Carson Lewis, 
Ethan Goodwin and Bran-
dyn Metzger are also ex-
pected to throw innings 
and play significant roles 
in the field for the Hubs, 
who will tee off their 
season with a road game 
against Genoa-Kingston 
on March 19. Among the 
top hitters returning from 
last season will be junior 
infielder Brode Metzger, 
who led Rochelle with a 
.321 average over 29 games 
last year.

“I think our pitching is 
deeper than we’ve been 
recently,” Reynolds said. “I 
think we have eight or nine 
guys who can go out there 
and be competitive for us. 
Brode was our leading hit-
ter last year and he’s only a 
junior, which we’re really 
excited about… I think we 
have a lot of flexibility and 
I think we’re pretty athletic. 
Our pitching depth is a 
strength and we should be 
better on defense.”

Junior Van Gerber and 
a crew of sophomores, 
including Andrew Huerta, 
Dylan Manning and Jona-
than Andrist, are newcom-
ers to watch for as the Hubs 
take the field this season. 
Senior Ryan Senne returns 
from last season and will be 
a player to watch behind the 
plate at catcher. Rochelle 
will open the Interstate 8 
slate with a three-game 
series against Sycamore 

on April 14.
“I really hope to see our 

offense improve,” Reyn-
olds said. “That was a big 
struggle for us and I’d like 
to see that improve. We 
don’t talk about batting 
average much. We talk 
more about quality at-bats 

and getting on base and 
those are things we’re really 
going to emphasize… It’s 
a tough conference, but I 
think we should be able to 
do better than we did last 
year. We’re hoping that 
we’ll be able to play more of 
our nonconference games 

because I think that will 
help our record.”

Among the noncon-
ference opponents on 
Rochelle’s schedule are 
Genoa-Kingston, Free-
port, Boylan, Belvidere 
North, Marmion Acad-
emy, Belvidere, Princeton, 

Auburn, Streator, Guil-
ford, Sterling, Forreston, 
Marengo, Dixon, Harvard 
and DeKalb. Rochelle will 
play 15 Interstate 8 games 
across five three-game sets 
with Sycamore, Kaneland, 
Morris, LaSalle-Peru and 
Ottawa.

Lady Hubs welcome several newcomers in for 2025 season
Returning seniors Lara, Flores highlight varsity starters set to play this spring

Senior Makayla Lara will be a key starter returning to the field for the Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team this year. 
Rochelle is scheduled to open the 2025 season with a home match against Harlem on March 20.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Four-
teen freshmen are com-
peting for the Rochelle 
Lady Hub soccer team 
this season, which opened 
with the team’s first official 
practice this past Monday. 
With a large group of new-
comers in the mix, head 
coach Brad Male will look 
to his returning starters for 
leadership.

Rochelle will shoot to 
improve on its 3-20 overall 
record and 0-10 record in 
the Interstate 8 from last 
season. The Lady Hubs, 
who will kick off their 
2025 season with a home 
match against the Harlem 
Huskies on Thursday, 
March 20, are reloading on 
the front line after losing 
a pair of key goal scorers, 
Kara Martinez and Sydney 
Thorne, from last season. 
Rochelle will also have a 
big void to fill in the net, 
as the Lady Hubs are re-
placing four-year starting 
goalkeeper Dani Ward.

“We’re going to be 
a pretty young squad,” 
Male said. “We have 14 
freshmen on our squad 
and it’s always good to 
have that many players 
coming into the program, 
but we don’t have as many 

seniors coming back. It’ll 
be a transition period for 
some of our girls, but I 
think we’ll be OK.”

While the Lady Hubs 
are welcoming in several 
new players, Rochelle will 
have key starters back 
in the fold for the 2025 
campaign. Senior defender 
Betty Flores returns after 
earning Interstate 8 All-
Conference honors last 
season, while senior mid-
fielder Makayla Lara has 
received honors from the 
Interstate 8 over all three 
years of her varsity career. 
Senior midfielder Emma 
Kennay is another return-
ing player who will take 
on a significant role for 
the Lady Hubs this season.

“I’m looking for Emma, 
Makayla and Betty to lead 
our team and get our new 
girls acclimated to our 
style of play,” Male said. 
“Betty has been pretty 
integral to our defensive 
line and she leads us back 
there… Makayla’s integral 
in the midfield and we 
really build our midfield 
around her. Emma will 
play a big role in there as 
well and we have some 
new forwards we’re look-
ing at.”

Junior Abby Bozinov-
ich and sophomore Cali 
Zies are two more return-

ing defenders for the Lady 
Hubs, who will open their 
Interstate 8 schedule with 
a home match against 

Sycamore on April 7. 
Rochelle will play a total 
of 10 conference matches, 
which will be divided 

into home-and-home sets 
with Sycamore, Kaneland, 
Morris, LaSalle-Peru and 
Ottawa. Rochelle finished 

last in the Interstate 8 in 
2024.

See SOCCER page 2
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From page 1

“We’re working with 
some new players in goal, 
one of which hasn’t played 
soccer before,” Male said. 

“Finding a goalkeeper who 
can fill the role Dani left will 
be the first priority for us. 
I think our defensive line 
will be good and I think 
we should be comfortable 

in the midfield this season.”
Among the nonconfer-

ence opponents on the 
team’s schedule are Har-
lem, Stillman Valley, Men-
dota, Sterling, Streator, 

Genoa-Kingston, Indian 
Creek, DeKalb, Rockford 
Lutheran, Dixon and Rock-
ford Auburn. Rochelle 
will play a tournament at 
Genoa-Kingston on Satur-

day, April 12.
“We’re always looking 

to build our team chemistry 
and continuity,” Male said. 
“Makayla, Emma and Betty 
will have a big influence on 

building that continuity. We 
haven’t had a lot of time 
outside yet, but we all want 
to know what we’re doing 
on the field and what our 
strengths are.”

SOCCER: Rochelle to host Harlem for season opener on Thursday

SPORTS
RTHS Track & Field

Rochelle teams battle at Byron Indoor Classic
Hubs take second, Lady Hubs finish eighth in local meet Saturday afternoon

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — The Ro-
chelle Hub and Lady Hub 
track and field teams were 
both in action during the 
Byron Indoor Classic on 
Saturday, when the boys 
finished second out of 
eight schools with 94 
points and the girls took 
eighth out of 14 schools 
with 30 points. The Hubs 
will return to action this 
coming Wednesday, when 
the team will travel for the 
Gary Egler Invitational in 
Sycamore.

Varsity Boys
Junior Jonathan Be-

arrows and senior Jack 
Tilton brought home Ro-
chelle’s two field event 
wins on Saturday. Bear-
rows won the long jump 
competition with a leap of 
6.10 meters, while senior 
Jack Tilton won the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.88 meters. Juniors Wyatt 
Worthington and Victor 
O’Dell went second and 
fourth in the pole vault 
with heights of 3.13 and 
2.82 meters.

Rochelle fared well 
in the relays, with two 
groups taking second and 
one finishing third. The 
Hubs ran second in the 
800-meter relay (Hunter 
Bivins, Nathan Rosas, 
Caiden Redlarczyk and 
Mason Bolhous) with a 
time of 1:40.75 and the 
3200-meter relay (Declan 
McGee, Elijah Mayen, 
Levi Waddle and Pedro 
Rosales) with a time of 
9:06.66. Rochelle ran third 
in the 1600-meter relay 
(Pedro Rosales, Jackson 
Smith, Aaron DeClerck 
and Justin DeClerck) in 
3:55.14.

Freshman Tyler John-

son led the Hubs in the 
distance events, winning 
the 3200-meter run with a 
time of 10:39.07 and taking 
sixth in the 1600-meter re-
lay with a time of 4:57.91. 
Sophomore Hunter Bivins 
recorded Rochelle’s best 
time in the 55-meter hur-
dles, taking fourth with a 
time of 8.84 seconds. Ju-
nior Elijah Mayen finished 
third in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:13.64.

Jack Tilton and fresh-
man Nathan Rosas led 
Rochelle in the sprints. 

Tilton finished third in the 
200-meter dash with a time 
of 24.93 seconds and Rosas 
ran fifth in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 6.92.

Varsity Girls
Sophomore Elyse Man-

ning earned Rochelle’s 
lone win in the field events, 
taking first in the triple 
jump with a distance of 
9.73 meters. Senior Erin 
Murphy spearheaded the 
charge in the throws, 
placing second in the shot 
put with a heave of 10.35 

meters. Senior Taelynn 
Rodeghero set a PR in 
the high jump, finishing 
eighth with a clearance of 
1.38 meters in her second 
track meet.

The Lady Hubs ran 
three relay races during 
Saturday’s meet. Ro-
chelle finished seventh 
in the 1600-meter relay 
(Kyrie Cragin, Jasmine 
Walsh, Elyse Manning and 
Gwendolyn O’Dell) with a 
time of 4:40.17 and eighth 
in the 3200-meter relay 
(Bridgett Ramirez, Brisa 

Zepeda, Arline Villan-
ueva and Marley Cherry) 
with a time of 12:46.00. 
Rochelle landed in 11th 
in the 400-meter relay 
(Kaliyah Cathina, Reese 
Kissack, Dylan Etes and 
Zoe Malley) with a time 
of 2:03.11.

Underclassmen led the 
Lady Hubs in the distance 
events, where sophomore 
Vivian Worthington took 
third in the 3200-meter 
run with a time of 14:54.64 
and freshman Carol Car-
penter placed fourth in the 

1600-meter run with a time 
of 6:03.83. Junior Kyrie 
Cragin ran Rochelle’s 
best time in the sprinting 
events, taking fifth in the 
400-meter dash with a new 
PR time of 1:06.27.

Sophomore Elyse Man-
ning and senior Alex 
Neece added strong fin-
ishes in the sprints, with 
Manning clocking in at 
7.86 seconds for eighth 
in the 100-meter dash and 
Neece running a time of 
29.91 seconds for 10th in 
the 200-meter dash.

Senior Jack Tilton leaps over the bar during the high jump competition at the Byron Indoor Classic on Saturday. Tilton finished first and 
helped lead the Rochelle Hub track and field team to second place out of eight schools.

(PHOTO SUBMITTED)

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or service Need to get the word out about a product or service 
you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can 

reach over 9,000 homes!reach over 9,000 homes!

Advertise Here

815-561-2153
Call Christel to be included on 

our Service Directory.

What Service 
Do You Offer?

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7
Emergency Service

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2025

2025 NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament Bracket Guide        



Division 1
Men’s Bracket

National Championship Winner:

_________________________________

Model Car Kits, Slot 
Cars, Die Cast Cars, 

Rockets & More

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

Brian’sBrian’s
HOBBY HOBBY 
SHOPSHOP

1211 S. 4th St. 
Suite 1
DeKalb, IL

Hours:
Mon - Fri  2PM - 7PM  

Sat  11AM - 4PM  
Sunday 

Noon - 4PM
(Please Call First)
815-758-4801

ScoreScore
                Big                Big

Score 
                Big

with

Plumbing | Heating & Cooling | Water Heaters 
Softeners | Sewer Rodding & Jetting | More

621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-8784

Yearly Check-Ups, Wellness
Appointments, Sick Visits,

Soft Tissue Surgery for
Dogs and Cats & More

Call for an Appointment!

2 Convenient Locations!
Ashton 815-453-2171Ashton 815-453-2171
Kaneville 630-557-2233
www.ashtonvet.com

Go, Illini!Go, Illini!

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner
 • General 

Automotive
• Tires

Car Sick?Car Sick?

• Install Jasper  
Engines &  

Transmissions
  • A.S.E.  
Certified
54 Stephenson St.

German Valley

815-362-
3451

NCAA2025

Sales
New & Used Cars 

Hours: 
M-F • 8-6
Sat • 8-3

Sun Closed  

620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL 
815-562-2177

www.Prescottbrothersford.com

Parts & Services

Batteries - Brakes 
Oil Changes - Tires  

Tune Ups 
Hours: 

M-F • 7:30-4:30 
Sat & Sun Closed

Sun Closed  

Parts & Services

Take your Shot with Prescott!Take your Shot with Prescott!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM 
& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

Go, Team!

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk

Fresh at the farm!

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

GEAR UP FOR OUTDOOR GEAR UP FOR OUTDOOR 
ADVENTUREADVENTURE

NEW & USED GUNSNEW & USED GUNS

Complete Line of Accessories

•Guns • Ammo• Scopes 
Mounts

QUALITY GUN SMITHINGQUALITY GUN SMITHING

Black Powder SuppliesBlack Powder Supplies
Cleaning KitsCleaning Kits

Reloading SuppliesReloading Supplies

Special Orders
Welcome

Gift
Certificates

CARTERS GUN SHOPCARTERS GUN SHOP

202 W. Commanche, Shabbon, IL • 815-824-2354202 W. Commanche, Shabbon, IL • 815-824-2354

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fnclaw.com

1001 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
815-562-2030

1110 S Mulford Rd, Rockford
815-398-3879

5472 Reimer Dr, Roscoe
815-623-2193

maintainyoursmile.com

Oral health care 
is a 

Slam DunkSlam Dunk
at

Attorneys At Law
With over 30 years experience

815-562-2704
We will return your call.

1124 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle
www.hewitt-wagner.com

The attorney you choose does
make a difference!

HEWITT
-AND-

WAGNER

222 May Mart Drive
Rochelle, IL

815-561-9517
RochelleTobacco.com

OPEN
Monday - Saturday 

7am-7pm
Sunday - Closed

CU2021

LIQUOR - WINE - BEERLIQUOR - WINE - BEER
TOBACCO & CIGARETTESTOBACCO & CIGARETTES

GAMING ROOMGAMING ROOM

ENJOY OUR DRIVE UP WINDOW!ENJOY OUR DRIVE UP WINDOW!

OPEN
Monday - Saturday 

8am-7pm
Sunday - Closed

Lighters Pipes . Pipe Tobacco
Smoker’s Gifts . & More!

Gaming Payout Gaming Payout 

over 90%!over 90%!
Gaming Payout Gaming Payout 

over 90%!over 90%!

222 Maymart Dr. . Rochelle
815-561-9517 . RochelleTobacco.com

Lighters Pipes . Pipe TobaccoPipe TobaccoPipe TobaccoPipe TobaccoPipe TobaccoPipe Tobacco
Smoker’s Gifts & More!& More!& More!& More!

LIQUOR - WINE - BEERLIQUOR - WINE - BEER
TOBACCO & CIGARETTESTOBACCO & CIGARETTES

GAMING • SPIRITS • TOBACCO

Monday - Saturday Monday - Saturday 

Hours:
Monday-Friday 

8AM to 5PM 

115 N.4th Street, 
Oregon, IL

815-732-7700
Lunch Break from 12PM to 1:30PM

PATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOTPATRIOT
Veteran Owned and Operated

EAST

MIDWESTWEST

SOUTH

1 Auburn - Ashton Animal
16 ALST/SFU - 

1 Duke - State Farm Terri
16 AMER/MTSM

1 Florida - Prescott Bros.
16 Norfolk St.

1 Houston - Prescott Bros.
16 SIUE

8 Louisville - State Farm Terri
9 Creighton - Anderson Plumb.

8 Miss. St. - Maintain Smile
9 Baylor - Brian’s Hobby

8 UConn - Patriot Barber
9 Oklahoma - Studio on 2nd

8 Gonzaga - Roch. Tobacco
9 Georgia - Prescott Bros.

5 Michigan - Precious Past.
12 UC San Diego

5 Oregon - Theisen Roofi ng
12 Liberty

5 Memphis - Fearer, Nye & Chad.
12 Colo. St.

5 Clemson - Carter’s Gun
12 McNeese

4 Texas A&M - Roch. Tobacco
13 Yale

4 Arizona - Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
13 Akron

4 Maryland - State Farm Terri
13 Grand Canyon

4 Purdue - Studio on 2nd
13 High Point

6 Ole Miss - Brian’s Hobby
11 SDSU/UNC

6 BYU - Anderson Plumb.
11 VCU

6 Missouri - Roch. Food
11 Drake

6 Illinois - Precious Past.
11 TEX/XAV

3 Iowa St. - Hewitt & Wagner
14 Lipscomb

3 Wisconsin - Roch. Food
14 Montana

3 Texas Tech - Theisen Roofi ng
14 UNCW

3 Kentucky - Hewitt & Wagner
14 Troy

7 Marquette - Hank’s Repair
10 New Mexico - Prescott Bros.

7 Saint Mary’s - Hank’s Repair
10 Vanderbilt - Maintain Smile

7 Kansas - Maintain Smile
10 Arkansas - Carter’s Gun

7 UCLA - Ashton Animal
10 Utah St. - State Farm Terri

2 Mich. St. - Brian’s Hobby
15 Bryant

2 Alabama - Patriot Barber
15 Robert Morris

2 St. John’s - Maintain Smile
15 Omaha

2 Tennessee - Brian’s Hobby
15 Wofford

20252025
NATIONAL NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIPCHAMPIONSHIP
SAN ANTONIO, TXSAN ANTONIO, TX

APRIL 7APRIL 7
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NCAA Men’s Basketball NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament HistoryTournament History

Year  Location  Result      Record  Winning Coach    MOP Year  Location  Result      Record  Winning Coach    MOP 
1939  Evanston  Oregon 46, Ohio State 33   29-5  Howard Hobson  Jimmy Hull1939  Evanston  Oregon 46, Ohio State 33   29-5  Howard Hobson  Jimmy Hull
1940  Kansas City  Indiana 60, Kansas 42    20-3  Branch McCracken  Marvin Huffman 1940  Kansas City  Indiana 60, Kansas 42    20-3  Branch McCracken  Marvin Huffman 
1941  Kansas City  Wisconsin 39, Wash State 34   20-3  Bud Foster   John Kotz1941  Kansas City  Wisconsin 39, Wash State 34   20-3  Bud Foster   John Kotz
1942  Kansas City  Stanford 53, Dartmouth 38   28-4  Everett Dean   Howie Dallmar1942  Kansas City  Stanford 53, Dartmouth 38   28-4  Everett Dean   Howie Dallmar
1943  New York City  Wyoming 46, Georgetown 34   31-2  Everett Shelton  Ken Sailors1943  New York City  Wyoming 46, Georgetown 34   31-2  Everett Shelton  Ken Sailors
1944  New York City  Utah 42, Dartmouth 40   22-4  Vadal Peterson   Arnie Ferrin1944  New York City  Utah 42, Dartmouth 40   22-4  Vadal Peterson   Arnie Ferrin
1945  New York City  Oklahoma A&M 49, NYU 45   27-4  Henry Iba   Bob Kurland1945  New York City  Oklahoma A&M 49, NYU 45   27-4  Henry Iba   Bob Kurland
1946  New York City  OU A&M 43, North Carolina 40  31-2  Henry Iba   Bob Kurland1946  New York City  OU A&M 43, North Carolina 40  31-2  Henry Iba   Bob Kurland
1947  New York City  Holy Cross 58, Oklahoma 47   27-3  Doggie Julian   George Kaftan1947  New York City  Holy Cross 58, Oklahoma 47   27-3  Doggie Julian   George Kaftan
1948  New York City  Kentucky 58, Baylor 42   36-3  Adolph Rupp   Alex Groza1948  New York City  Kentucky 58, Baylor 42   36-3  Adolph Rupp   Alex Groza
1949  Seattle   Kentucky 46, OU A&M 36   32-2  Adolph Rupp   Alex Groza1949  Seattle   Kentucky 46, OU A&M 36   32-2  Adolph Rupp   Alex Groza
1950  New York City  CCNY 71, Bradley 68    24-5  Nat Holman   Sam Ranzino1950  New York City  CCNY 71, Bradley 68    24-5  Nat Holman   Sam Ranzino
1951  Minneapolis  Kentucky 68, Kansas State 58   32-2  Adolph Rupp   Bill Spivey1951  Minneapolis  Kentucky 68, Kansas State 58   32-2  Adolph Rupp   Bill Spivey
1952  Seattle   Kansas 80, St. John’s 63   28-3  Phog Allen   Clyde Lovellette1952  Seattle   Kansas 80, St. John’s 63   28-3  Phog Allen   Clyde Lovellette
1953  Kansas City  Indiana 69, Kansas 68    23-3  Branch McCracken  B. H. Born1953  Kansas City  Indiana 69, Kansas 68    23-3  Branch McCracken  B. H. Born
1954  Kansas City  LaSalle 92, Bradley 76    26-4  Ken Loeffler   Tom Gola1954  Kansas City  LaSalle 92, Bradley 76    26-4  Ken Loeffler   Tom Gola
1955  Kansas City  San Francisco 77, LaSalle 63   28-1  Phil Woolpert   Bill Russell1955  Kansas City  San Francisco 77, LaSalle 63   28-1  Phil Woolpert   Bill Russell
1956  Evanston  San Francisco 83, Iowa 71   29-0  Phil Woolpert   Hal Lear1956  Evanston  San Francisco 83, Iowa 71   29-0  Phil Woolpert   Hal Lear
1957  Kansas City  North Carolina 54, Kansas 53   32-0  Frank McGuire  Wilt Chamberlain 1957  Kansas City  North Carolina 54, Kansas 53   32-0  Frank McGuire  Wilt Chamberlain 
1958  Louisville  Kentucky 84, Seattle 72   23-6  Adolph Rupp   Elgin Baylor1958  Louisville  Kentucky 84, Seattle 72   23-6  Adolph Rupp   Elgin Baylor
1959  Louisville  California 71, West Virginia 70  24-4  Pete Newell   Jerry West1959  Louisville  California 71, West Virginia 70  24-4  Pete Newell   Jerry West
1960  Daly City  Ohio State 75, California 55   25-3  Fred Taylor   Jerry Lucas1960  Daly City  Ohio State 75, California 55   25-3  Fred Taylor   Jerry Lucas
1961  Kansas City  Cincinnatti 70, Ohio State 65   27-3  Ed Jucker   Jerry Lucas1961  Kansas City  Cincinnatti 70, Ohio State 65   27-3  Ed Jucker   Jerry Lucas
1962  Louisville  Cincinnatti 71, Ohio State 59   29-2  Ed Jucker   Paul Hogue1962  Louisville  Cincinnatti 71, Ohio State 59   29-2  Ed Jucker   Paul Hogue
1963  Louisville  Loyola-Chi 60, Cincinnatti 58   29-2  George Ireland   Art Heyman 1963  Louisville  Loyola-Chi 60, Cincinnatti 58   29-2  George Ireland   Art Heyman 
1964  Kansas City  UCLA 98, Duke 83    30-0  John Wooden   Walt Hazzard1964  Kansas City  UCLA 98, Duke 83    30-0  John Wooden   Walt Hazzard
1965  Portland  UCLA 91, Michigan 80   28-2  John Wooden   Bill Bradley1965  Portland  UCLA 91, Michigan 80   28-2  John Wooden   Bill Bradley
1966  College Park  Texas Western 72, Kentucky 65  28-1  Don Haskins   Jerry Chambers1966  College Park  Texas Western 72, Kentucky 65  28-1  Don Haskins   Jerry Chambers
1967  Louisville  UCLA 79, Dayton 64    30-0  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor1967  Louisville  UCLA 79, Dayton 64    30-0  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor
1968  Los Angeles  UCLA 78, North Carolina 55   29-1  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor1968  Los Angeles  UCLA 78, North Carolina 55   29-1  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor
1969  Louisville  UCLA 92, Purdue 72    29-1  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor1969  Louisville  UCLA 92, Purdue 72    29-1  John Wooden   Lew Alcindor
1970  College Park  UCLA 80, Jacksonville 69   28-2  John Wooden   Sidney Wicks1970  College Park  UCLA 80, Jacksonville 69   28-2  John Wooden   Sidney Wicks
1971  Houston  UCLA 68, Villanova 62   29-1  John Wooden   Howard Porter 1971  Houston  UCLA 68, Villanova 62   29-1  John Wooden   Howard Porter 
1972  Los Angeles  UCLA 81, Florida State 76   30-0  John Wooden   Bill Walton 1972  Los Angeles  UCLA 81, Florida State 76   30-0  John Wooden   Bill Walton 
1973  St. Louis  UCLA 87, Memphis State 66   30-0  John Wooden   Bill Walton1973  St. Louis  UCLA 87, Memphis State 66   30-0  John Wooden   Bill Walton
1974  Greensboro  NC State 76, Marquette 64   30-1  Norm Sloan   David Thompson1974  Greensboro  NC State 76, Marquette 64   30-1  Norm Sloan   David Thompson
1975  San Diego  UCLA 92, Kentucky 85   28-3  John Wooden   Richard Washington1975  San Diego  UCLA 92, Kentucky 85   28-3  John Wooden   Richard Washington
1976  Philadelphia  Indiana 86, Michigan 68   32-0  Bobby Knight   Kent Benson1976  Philadelphia  Indiana 86, Michigan 68   32-0  Bobby Knight   Kent Benson
1977  Atlanta   Marquette 67, N. Carolina 59   25-7  Al McGuire   Butch Lee1977  Atlanta   Marquette 67, N. Carolina 59   25-7  Al McGuire   Butch Lee
1978  St. Louis  Kentucky 94, Duke 88    30-2  Joe B. Hall     Jack Givens1978  St. Louis  Kentucky 94, Duke 88    30-2  Joe B. Hall     Jack Givens
1979  Salt Lake City  Michigan St. 75, Indiana St. 64  26-6  Jud Heathcote   Magic Johnson1979  Salt Lake City  Michigan St. 75, Indiana St. 64  26-6  Jud Heathcote   Magic Johnson
1980  Indianapolis  Louisville 59, UCLA 54   33-3  Denny Crum     Darrell Griffith1980  Indianapolis  Louisville 59, UCLA 54   33-3  Denny Crum     Darrell Griffith
1981  Philadelphia  Indiana 63, North Carolina 50  26-9  Bobby Knight    Isiah Thomas1981  Philadelphia  Indiana 63, North Carolina 50  26-9  Bobby Knight    Isiah Thomas
1982  New Orleans  N. Carolina 63, Georgetown 62  32-2  Dean Smith    James Worthy1982  New Orleans  N. Carolina 63, Georgetown 62  32-2  Dean Smith    James Worthy
1983  Albuquerque  NC State 54, Houston 52   26-10  Jim Valvano   Hakeem Olajuwon1983  Albuquerque  NC State 54, Houston 52   26-10  Jim Valvano   Hakeem Olajuwon
1984  Seattle   Georgetown 84, Houston 75   34-3  John Thompson  Patrick Ewing1984  Seattle   Georgetown 84, Houston 75   34-3  John Thompson  Patrick Ewing
1985  Lexington, N.Y. Villanova 66, Georgetown 64   25-10  Rollie Massimino  Ed Pinckney1985  Lexington, N.Y. Villanova 66, Georgetown 64   25-10  Rollie Massimino  Ed Pinckney
1986  Dallas   Louisville 72, Duke 69    32-7  Denny Crum     Pervis Ellison1986  Dallas   Louisville 72, Duke 69    32-7  Denny Crum     Pervis Ellison
1987  New Orleans  Indiana 74, Syracuse 73   30-4  Bob Knight     Keith Smart1987  New Orleans  Indiana 74, Syracuse 73   30-4  Bob Knight     Keith Smart
1988  Kansas City  Kansas 83, Oklahoma 79   27-11  Larry Brown     Danny Manning1988  Kansas City  Kansas 83, Oklahoma 79   27-11  Larry Brown     Danny Manning
1989  Seattle   Michigan 80, Seton Hall 79 (OT)  30-7  Steve Fisher    Glen Rice1989  Seattle   Michigan 80, Seton Hall 79 (OT)  30-7  Steve Fisher    Glen Rice
1990  Denver   UNLV 103, Duke 73    35-5  Jerry Tarkanian  Anderson Hunt1990  Denver   UNLV 103, Duke 73    35-5  Jerry Tarkanian  Anderson Hunt
1991  Indianapolis  Duke 72, Kansas 65    32-7  Mike Krzyzewski  Christian Laettner1991  Indianapolis  Duke 72, Kansas 65    32-7  Mike Krzyzewski  Christian Laettner
1992  Minneapolis  Duke 71, Michigan 51    34-2  Mike Kryzyewski  Bobby Hurley1992  Minneapolis  Duke 71, Michigan 51    34-2  Mike Kryzyewski  Bobby Hurley
1993  New Orleans  North Carolina 77, Michigan 71  34-4  Dean Smith     Donald Williams1993  New Orleans  North Carolina 77, Michigan 71  34-4  Dean Smith     Donald Williams
1994  Charlotte  Arkansas 76, Duke 72    31-3  Nolan Richardson  Corliss Williamson1994  Charlotte  Arkansas 76, Duke 72    31-3  Nolan Richardson  Corliss Williamson
1995  Seattle   UCLA 89, Arkansas 78   31-2  Jim Harrick    Ed O’Bannon1995  Seattle   UCLA 89, Arkansas 78   31-2  Jim Harrick    Ed O’Bannon
1996  East Rutherford Kentucky 76, Syracuse 67   34-2  Rick Pitino     Tony Delk1996  East Rutherford Kentucky 76, Syracuse 67   34-2  Rick Pitino     Tony Delk
1997  Indianapolis  Arizona 84, Kentucky 79 (OT)  25-9  Lute Olson     Miles Simon1997  Indianapolis  Arizona 84, Kentucky 79 (OT)  25-9  Lute Olson     Miles Simon
1998  San Antonio  Kentucky 78, Utah 69    35-4  Tubby Smith    Jeff Shepperd1998  San Antonio  Kentucky 78, Utah 69    35-4  Tubby Smith    Jeff Shepperd
1999  St. Petersburg  Connecticut 77, Duke 74   34-2  Jim Calhoun    Richard Hamilton1999  St. Petersburg  Connecticut 77, Duke 74   34-2  Jim Calhoun    Richard Hamilton
2000  Indianapolis  Michigan St. 89, Florida  76   32-7  Tom Izzo     Mateen Cleaves2000  Indianapolis  Michigan St. 89, Florida  76   32-7  Tom Izzo     Mateen Cleaves
2001  Minneapolis  Duke 82, Arizona 72    35-4  Mike Kryzyewski  Shane Battier2001  Minneapolis  Duke 82, Arizona 72    35-4  Mike Kryzyewski  Shane Battier
2002  Atlanta   Maryland 64, Indiana 52   32-4  Gary Williams   Juan Dixon2002  Atlanta   Maryland 64, Indiana 52   32-4  Gary Williams   Juan Dixon
2003  New Orleans  Syracuse 81, Kansas 78   30-5  Jim Boeheim    Carmelo Anthony2003  New Orleans  Syracuse 81, Kansas 78   30-5  Jim Boeheim    Carmelo Anthony
2004  San Antonio  Connecticut 82, Georgia Tech 73  33-6  Jim Calhoun   Emeka Okafor2004  San Antonio  Connecticut 82, Georgia Tech 73  33-6  Jim Calhoun   Emeka Okafor
2005  St. Louis  North Carolina 75, Illinois 70   33-4  Roy Williams     Sean May2005  St. Louis  North Carolina 75, Illinois 70   33-4  Roy Williams     Sean May
2006  Indianapolis  Florida 73, UCLA 57    33-6  Billy Donovan   Joakim Noah2006  Indianapolis  Florida 73, UCLA 57    33-6  Billy Donovan   Joakim Noah
2007  Atlanta   Florida 84, Ohio St. 75   35-5  Billy Donovan   Corey Brewer2007  Atlanta   Florida 84, Ohio St. 75   35-5  Billy Donovan   Corey Brewer
2008  San Antonio  Kansas 75, Memphis 69 (OT)   37-3  Bill Self    Mario Chalmers2008  San Antonio  Kansas 75, Memphis 69 (OT)   37-3  Bill Self    Mario Chalmers
2009  Detroit   N. Carolina 82, Michigan State 72      34-4  Roy Williams   Wayne Ellington2009  Detroit   N. Carolina 82, Michigan State 72      34-4  Roy Williams   Wayne Ellington
2010  Indianapolis  Duke 61, Butler 59    35-5  Mike Kryzyewski  Kyle Singler2010  Indianapolis  Duke 61, Butler 59    35-5  Mike Kryzyewski  Kyle Singler
2011  Houston  Connecticut 53, Butler 41   32-9  Jim Calhoun   Kemba Walker2011  Houston  Connecticut 53, Butler 41   32-9  Jim Calhoun   Kemba Walker
2012  New Orleans  Kentucky 67, Kansas 59   38-2  John Calipari   Anthony Davis2012  New Orleans  Kentucky 67, Kansas 59   38-2  John Calipari   Anthony Davis
2013  Atlanta   Louisville 82, Michigan 76   35-5  Rick Pitino   Luke Hancock2013  Atlanta   Louisville 82, Michigan 76   35-5  Rick Pitino   Luke Hancock
2014  Arlington  Connecticut 60, Kentucky 54   32-8  Kevin Ollie   Shabazz Napier2014  Arlington  Connecticut 60, Kentucky 54   32-8  Kevin Ollie   Shabazz Napier
2015  Indianapolis  Duke 68, Wisconsin 63   35-4  Mike Krzyzewski  Tyus Jones2015  Indianapolis  Duke 68, Wisconsin 63   35-4  Mike Krzyzewski  Tyus Jones
2016  Houston  Villanova 77, North Carolina 74  35-5  Jay Wright   Ryan Arcidiacono2016  Houston  Villanova 77, North Carolina 74  35-5  Jay Wright   Ryan Arcidiacono
2017  Glendale  North Carolina 71, Gonzaga 65  33-7  Roy Williams   Joel Berry II 2017  Glendale  North Carolina 71, Gonzaga 65  33-7  Roy Williams   Joel Berry II 
2018  San Antonio  Villanova 79, Michigan 62   36-4  Jay Wright   Donte DiVincenzo 2018  San Antonio  Villanova 79, Michigan 62   36-4  Jay Wright   Donte DiVincenzo 
2019  Minneapolis  Virginia 85, Texas Tech 77   35-3  Tony Bennett   Kyle Guy2019  Minneapolis  Virginia 85, Texas Tech 77   35-3  Tony Bennett   Kyle Guy
2021  Indianapolis  Baylor 86, Gonzaga 70   28-2  Scott Drew   Jared Butler2021  Indianapolis  Baylor 86, Gonzaga 70   28-2  Scott Drew   Jared Butler
2022  New Orleans  Kansas 72, North Carolina 69  33-6  Bill Self   Ochai Agbaji2022  New Orleans  Kansas 72, North Carolina 69  33-6  Bill Self   Ochai Agbaji
2023  Houston  Connecticut 76, San Diego State 59  31-8  Dan Hurley   Adama Sanogo2023  Houston  Connecticut 76, San Diego State 59  31-8  Dan Hurley   Adama Sanogo
2024  Glendale  Connecticut 75, Purdue 60   37-3  Dan Hurley   Tristen Newton2024  Glendale  Connecticut 75, Purdue 60   37-3  Dan Hurley   Tristen Newton
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE 
INVITATION FOR BIDS
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities, Ogle County, Illi-
nois will receive sealed 
bids for:

Ritchie to CHS Line
Installation Contract

until 2:00 p.m. local time 
on April 10, 2025, at the 
City of Rochelle, 420 N. 
6th Street, Rochelle, IL 
61068.
The plans and specifi-
cations are on file with 
the said City of Ro-
chelle for viewing pur-
poses only.
Copies of the docu-
ments may be acquired 
from BHMG Engineers, 
Inc., 9735 Landmark 
Parkway Suite 110A, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63127, 
Consulting Engineers 
for the said Board. 
Please email Amy 
Wooldridge, AWool-
dridge@bhmg.com with 
request.
Bids shall be received 
for the aforementioned 
items.
A certified check or 
bank draft on a respon-
sible, solvent bank, or 
a satisfactory bid bond 
executed by the bid-
der and an acceptable 
surety company, pay-
able to the City of Ro-
chelle, John Bearrows, 
Mayor or Government 
Bonds or cash in the 
amount of not less than 
five percent (5%) of bid, 
shall be submitted with 
each bid.
The bid shall be marked 
to identify bid package 
contents, reference 
specification 3422 
K003.
The successful bidder 
will be required to:
• Register as a bidder 

for this project.
• Furnish in duplicate 

the following execut-
ed documents:

• Non-Collusion Affi-
davit

• Bid Form
• Bid Bond, Certified 

Check or Money 
Order

• And any other doc-
uments as required 
by the specifica-
tions.

No bid shall be with-
drawn after the opening 
of bids without the con-
sent of the Utility for a 
period of sixty (60) days 
after the scheduled time 
of closing bids.
The said City of Ro-
chelle reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids 
and to waive any infor-
malities in bidding, and 
to determine and accept 
the bid most advanta-
geous to the Utility.
Date: March 14, 2025 
City of Rochelle, Illinois
John Bearrows, Mayor
No. 0321
(March 19, 26 and April 
2, 2025)

NOTICE 
TO BIDDERS

SEALED BIDS will be 
received by the City of 
Rochelle, Illinois un-
til 11:30 a.m., April 3, 
2025, for the City of 
Rochelle – 2025 Stew-
ard Road Multi-Use 
Path. which will consist 
construction of approxi-
mately 1800 linear feet 
of 10-foot-wide multi-
use path. The project 
is located on the north 
side of Steward Road 
between Caron Court 
and Ritchie Road. The 
project consists of tree 
removal and clearing, 
earth excavation and 
grading, pipe culverts, 
aggregate base cours-
es, HMA base and sur-
face courses, pavement 
markings, landscape 
restoration, traffic con-
trol and protection, as 
well as other associated 
work located in the City 
of Rochelle. 
Specifications and/or 
plans may be obtained 
at the Office of the City 
Engineer, Engineering 
Department, located at 
1030 S. 7th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois. The of-
fice is open by appoint-
ment only by emailing 
cward@rochelleil.us. 
Bidders will be required 
to sign for the specifica-
tions and/or plans be-
fore they are released. 
There is no cost for 
specifications and/or 
plans picked up at the 
Engineering Office. A 
fee of $100.00 will be 
required for any spec-
ifications and/or plans 

that are mailed to pro-
spective Bidders. Bids 
will be mailed USPS 
First Class mail only. All 
bids are to be returned 
to the Office of the City 
Clerk, 420 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE PREFERS 
THE SEALED BID BE 
HAND DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE 
CITY CLERK, CITY 
HALL, 420 NORTH 
SIXTH STREET, RO-
CHELLE, ILLINOIS 
BEFORE 11:30 A.M., 
APRIL 3, 2025; HOW-
EVER, BIDS MAY 
ALSO BE MAILED.  
ANY BID RECEIVED 
AFTER 11:30 A.M., 
APRIL 3, 2025, WILL 
BE RETURNED, UN-
OPENED.
ALL completed bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at a bid 
opening at 11:30 a.m., 
April 3, 2025, in the 
Council Chambers at 
City Hall in Rochelle, 
Illinois.
ANY OBJECTIONS, 
QUESTIONS OR COM-
MENTS on the City’s 
specifications shall be 
submitted in writing on 
or before 3 p.m. March 
28, 2025.  If deemed 
necessary by the City, 
an addendum will be 
distributed to all pro-
spective bidders by fac-
simile transmission at 
least two (2) business 
days prior to the bid 
opening date.  The de-
cisions of the City shall 
be final.
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE is an equal op-
portunity employer. All 
Contracts for Construc-
tion of Public Works are 
subject to the Illinois 
Prevailing Wage Act 
(820 ILCS 130/1-12).
A CONTRACT may be 
awarded to the low-
est responsible bidder 
whose bid is found to 
be in the best interest 
of the City of Rochelle.  
The City of Rochelle re-
serves the right to reject 
any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities 
or irregularities in the 
bidding.  The City fur-
ther reserves the right 
to review and study 
any and all bids and to 

make a contract award 
within forty-five (45) 
days after the bids have 
been opened.
A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment and a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit of Compli-
ance must be submitted 
with the bid.  The City of 
Rochelle does not dis-
criminate on the basis 
of handicapped status 
in the admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or 
employment in, its pro-
grams or activities.
Each BID must be ac-
companied by a BID 
BOND payable to the 
CITY OF ROCHELLE.  
The City of Rochelle 
will decide within 45 
days if it intends to 
proceed with the proj-
ect and award the con-
tract.  Written Notice of 
Award and instructions 
for the execution of the 
Agreement will be is-
sued to the Selected 
Bidder.  The BID BOND 
of all BIDDERS will be 
retained until the agree-
ment has been execut-
ed and approved, after 
which all BID BONDS 
will be returned.  A cer-
tified cashier’s check 
may be used in lieu of a 
BID BOND.
A Performance Sure-
ty will be required as 
specified in the contract 
documents and specifi-
cations.
No. 0322
(March 19, 2025)

NOTICE 
TO BIDDERS

SEALED BIDS will be 
received by the City of 
Rochelle, Illinois un-
til 11:00 a.m, April 3, 
2025, for the City of 
Rochelle’s 2025 Side-
walk Capital Improve-
ments Program, which 
will consist of the re-
moval and replacement 
of approximately 19,700 
square feet of sidewalk, 
1,625 square feet of ac-
cessibility ramps, 600 
linear feet of combina-
tion concrete curb and 
gutter as well as other 
associated work locat-
ed at various locations 
throughout the City of 
Rochelle.
Specifications and/or 
plans may be obtained 
at the Office of the City 

Engineer, Engineering 
Department, located at 
1030 S. 7th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois. The of-
fice is open by appoint-
ment only by emailing 
cward@rochelleil.us. 
Bidders will be required 
to sign for the specifica-
tions and/or plans be-
fore they are released. 
There is no cost for 
specifications and/or 
plans picked up at the 
Engineering Office. A 
fee of $100.00 will be 
required for any spec-
ifications and/or plans 
that are mailed to pro-
spective Bidders. Bids 
will be mailed USPS 
First Class mail only. All 
bids are to be returned 
to the Office of the City 
Clerk, 420 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE PREFERS 
THE SEALED BID BE 
HAND DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE 
CITY CLERK, CITY 
HALL, 420 NORTH 
SIXTH STREET, RO-
CHELLE, ILLINOIS 
BEFORE 11:00 A.M., 
APRIL 3, 2025; HOW-
EVER, BIDS MAY 
ALSO BE MAILED.  
ANY BID RECEIVED 
AFTER 11:00 A.M., 
APRIL 3, 2025, WILL 
BE RETURNED, UN-
OPENED.
ALL completed bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at a bid 
opening at 11:00 a.m., 
April 3, 2025, in the 
Council Chambers at 
City Hall in Rochelle, 
Illinois.
ANY OBJECTIONS, 
QUESTIONS OR COM-
MENTS on the City’s 
specifications shall be 
submitted in writing on 
or before 3 p.m. March 
28, 2025.  If deemed 
necessary by the City, 
an addendum will be 
distributed to all pro-
spective bidders by fac-
simile transmission at 
least two (2) business 
days prior to the bid 
opening date.  The de-
cisions of the City shall 
be final.
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE is an equal op-
portunity employer. All 
Contracts for Construc-
tion of Public Works are 

subject to the Illinois 
Prevailing Wage Act 
(820 ILCS 130/1-12).
A CONTRACT may be 
awarded to the low-
est responsible bidder 
whose bid is found to 
be in the best interest 
of the City of Rochelle.  
The City of Rochelle re-
serves the right to reject 
any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities 
or irregularities in the 
bidding.  The City fur-
ther reserves the right 
to review and study 
any and all bids and to 
make a contract award 
within forty-five (45) 
days after the bids have 
been opened.
A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment and a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit of Compli-
ance must be submitted 
with the bid.  The City of 
Rochelle does not dis-
criminate on the basis 
of handicapped status 
in the admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or 
employment in, its pro-
grams or activities.
Each BID must be ac-
companied by a BID 
BOND payable to the 
CITY OF ROCHELLE 
in the amount of Seven 
Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($7,500.00).  
The City of Rochelle 
will decide within 45 
days if it intends to 
proceed with the proj-
ect and award the con-
tract.  Written Notice of 
Award and instructions 
for the execution of the 
Agreement will be is-
sued to the Selected 
Bidder.  The BID BOND 
of all BIDDERS will be 
retained until the agree-
ment has been execut-
ed and approved, after 
which all BID BONDS 
will be returned.  A cer-
tified cashier’s check 
may be used in lieu of a 
BID BOND.
A Performance Sure-
ty will be required as 
specified in the contract 
documents and specifi-
cations.
No. 0323
(March 19, 2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 

not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES / REPAIRSSERVICES / REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care 
& Tree Service - 26 
Years of Experience - 
Fully Insured - Weekly 
Mowing, Spring Clean 
Up & More - Call 
Jeremy 815-761-9619
(RNLONLY20250416)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 

childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. Available 
Monday-Thursday 815-
562-4171 (9AM-3PM) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

GMP Lead 2nd Shift
Required: Food Science or Food 

Manufacturing Background,  QC or 
GMP Experience, Product Manage-
ment Experience, Communication 

& Basic Computer Skills, Above 
Average Work Plus Attendance 

and Availability to Work Overtime 
including Off Shifts & Weekends
Erie Group International, Inc., 

d/b/a Erie Foods International, Inc. 
Send your resume to  

humanresources@eriefoods.com 
or PO Box 30, Rochelle, IL 61068

03
19

20
25

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

L I V E

Advertise in our Advertise in our 

AUCTION SECTIONAUCTION SECTION
Deadlines

Wednesday
at 5 p.m.

Call 815-562-4171

* Source: America’s Newspapers

Six out of 10 Americans rely on a local 
newspaper for advertising information about 

local businesses.*

Ask us about the best ways 
to promote your business 

to more local homeowners!
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland
227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Rochelle senior Xavier Villalobos wrestled for Team Reagan during the 2025 Illinois 
vs. Indiana Classic Duals at Joliet Catholic Academy over the weekend.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Villalobos represents RTHS at 
2025 Illinois-Indiana Classic Duals
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

JOLIET — Xavier Villalobos con-
cluded his historic high school wrestling 
career with one final win on Sunday, when 
the Rochelle Township High School senior 
and two-time state finalist represented the 
Hubs and the state of Illinois during the 
2025 Illinois-Indiana Classic Duals.

Competing alongside other elite senior 
wrestlers from his home state, Villalobos 
helped Team Reagan defeat Indiana Blue 
during the annual postseason event, which 
was hosted at Joliet Catholic over the 
weekend. Villalobos became Rochelle’s 
first athlete to wrestle in the event, which 
pits the best high school wrestlers from Il-
linois and Indiana against each other, since 
Alex Harvey, who finished as the IHSA 
state runner-up during the 2017-18 high 
school season.

“It means a lot that I was able to represent 
Rochelle one last time,” Villalobos said. 
“I always preach about being involved in 
this town and it really meant something to 
face Indiana and represent the ‘R’. I think 
we’re one of the best states for wrestling 
and it was really cool to win all three duals. 
Everybody wants to be the best and beat 
everyone else. Our coach said to us that he 
wants to make sure everyone knows that 
Illinois is one of the best wrestling states 
around.”

Villalobos scored three dual points for 
his team, earning a 3-0 decision against 
Indiana wrestler Cameron Woods at 126 
pounds. The win closed the final chapter 
of an outstanding high school career for 
Villalobos, who made history as Rochelle’s 
first four-time IHSA state qualifier as well 
as the school’s first three-time IHSA state 
medalist in boys wrestling. Villalobos, who 
went 42-6 this season, became Rochelle’s 
first two-time IHSA state finalist since Pat 
Brownson in 2002-03.

“Illinois is more aggressive and as I was 
watching the other kids from Illinois, they 
were pushing the pace and wanting to get 
after it,” Villalobos said. “We wanted to put 
the pressure on them and be aggressive. I 
ended my senior season on a loss, which 
was devastating, but to have an opportunity 
to go back out and get a win... It felt good 
to get my hand raised one last time.”

One of the program’s winningest 
wrestlers, Villalobos finished his RTHS 
career with a 169-23 overall record. An 
All-Interstate 8 wrestler this season, Vil-
lalobos medaled in second at the IHSA 
state finals during his freshman and senior 
seasons in addition to finishing fifth during 
his junior season. 

A multi-sport athlete at RTHS, Villalo-
bos played three years of varsity football, 
helping the Hubs reach the playoffs over all 
three seasons. Villalobos was an Interstate 
8 Honorable Mention as a junior and senior.


