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SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA) an-
nounced the Local Food 
Purchase Assistance Pro-
gram (LFPA) and the 
Resilient Food Systems 
Infrastructure Program 
(RFSI) can no longer 
operate in Illinois due to 
the Trump Administration 
cutting funding for the 
programs. 

Without explanation, 
the United States De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) has informed 
states that it was ceasing 
reimbursements for any 
costs incurred after Janu-
ary 19, 2025.

The USDA established 
the LFPA program to 
strengthen statewide food 

systems, using federal 
funds to buy food from 
growers and producers at 
fair market value that is 
distributed to communities 
in need at no cost. In Illi-
nois, 883 community sites 
have distributed food from 
176 farmers, 58% of whom 
meet the USDA definition 
for new farmers. 

In addition, Illinois is 
the only state committed to 
sourcing 100% of products 
from socially disadvan-
taged farmers. Illinois was 
approved to distribute $43 
million under the course of 
the multi-year agreement 
and $17.8 million remains 
outstanding from the fed-
eral government.

The purpose of the RFSI 
program is to expand the 

middle of the food supply 
chain capacity for locally 
and regionally produced 
foods to offer better mar-
ket opportunities and new 
streams of revenue to small 
and mid-sized agricultural 
producers. IDOA was in 
the process of selecting 
grantees for the RFSI pro-
gram, which would have 
provided $6.4 million in 
grant funding to entities. 

Recently, states were 
notified by USDA that 
LFPA and RFSI invoices 
are being processed only 
for costs incurred on or 
prior to January 19, 2025. 
Reimbursement claims 
submitted for costs in-
curred after that date are 
being returned with no 
explanation or timeline for 

reimbursements to resume. 
“Cutting funds for these 

programs is a slap in the 
face to Illinois farmers 
and the communities they 
feed,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “The Trump Ad-
ministration’s refusal to 
release grant funds doesn’t 
just hurt farmers in the pro-
gram, it devastates our most 
vulnerable, food-insecure 
communities relying on 
meat, fresh produce and 
other nutritious donations.”

“This program requires 
Illinois farmers to invest in 
upfront input costs which 
is no longer possible given 
that the federal govern-
ment has said they will 
no longer provide reim-
bursements,” said IDOA 
Director Jerry Costello II. 

“Without federal funding, 
the program that has helped 
to create local food systems 
in Illinois is unfortunately 
no longer able to operate.”

“Agriculture drives so 
much of the economy 
and innovation in Illinois 
– this loss in support for 
our farmers, especially 
those from communities 
that have historically been 
disinvested in, is a loss for 
everyone in our state,” said 
IDHS Secretary Dulce M. 
Quintero. “Access to nutri-
tion is a human right, and 
I join our Governor and 
State leaders in calling on 
the federal government to 
do the right thing and help 
sustain our food system 
with the grant funding that 
had been established.”

Trump administration cuts funding for grants 
supporting Illinois farmers, food banks

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY – The spring and sum-
mer sensation known as Food Truck 
Monday is returning to the Amboy 
Depot Museum parking lot from April 
through October.

After a test run event three years 
ago and a full 2024 schedule, organizer 
Kirstyn Carter didn’t see any reason 
to not bring the different food options 
back to Amboy.

“It makes me happy to see everyone 
visit and enjoy some good food,” Carter 
said. “I didn’t think it was going to 
work. I actually thought it was going to 
flop and no one was going to enjoy it. 

“Through the warmer months, the 
crowd grows. We’re all busy but people 
enjoy having different food options 
they normally wouldn’t have, so they 
come out.”

So far, Carter has 13 different trucks 
scheduled throughout the seven-month 
schedule.

Taco Guzman, Philly Factory, The 
Press Box, The Bluesy Box (affiliated 

with The Press Box offering different 
food items), and Main Squeeze will be 
accounted for during each of the dates.

The selected Mondays are April 28, 
May 12, June 16, July 14, August 4, 
September 15, and October 13.

Also available during the Food 
Truck Monday schedule is JYD’s, T 
D BBQ, Naiho’s Eggrolls & More, 
Cousins Main Lobster, Flo’s on Pu-
lasky, Bumble Bites, Little O’s Frozen 
Treats, and Kona Ice.

With the help of vender fees and 
all donations by patrons, funds are 
donated to different organizations and 
charities in Amboy.

To date, Carter and Food Truck 
Monday has donated a total of $2,063 
to Clipper Kiddies, Amboy Lions Club, 
Amboy Police Department, Amboy 
Fire Department, a can food drive, Teen 
Turf, Amboy High School, Amboy 
Park District, and Lee County Shop 
with a Sheriff.

Carter hopes to bring in larger do-
nations this time around.

Food Truck Monday was thought to be a one-off event in 2023. However, great 
feed back to organizer Kirstyn Carter brought it back in 2024 for a spring 
and summer schedule. The third reinactment, second full year, will feature 13 
different food trucks from April through October.
             Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

Food Truck Monday set to return in April

SPRINGFIELD  – 
American rapper, singer 
and songwriter Snoop 
Dogg will perform at the Il-
linois State Fair Grand-
stand on Wednesday, 
August 13.

Snoop  Dogg  has 
reigned for nearly three 
decades as an unparalleled 
force who has raised the 
bar as a globally recog-
nized innovator. Along 
with being a rapper, Snoop 
is an actor, record produc-
er, DJ, media personality, 
businessman and icon.

“We are excited to 
bring Snoop Dogg back to 
Springfield and the Illinois 
State Fair,” said Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
Director Jerry Costello 
II. “We know from past 
experience that he is a 
crowd favorite with in-
credible energy.”

In addition to his ex-
tensive work in music, 
with hits like Gin & 
Juice and Drop it Like it’s 
Hot to his new album ‘Mis-
sionary,’ Snoop Dogg is a 
serial entrepreneur with 
endeavors in Web 3.0, tech, 
entertainment, lifestyle, 
global consumer brands, 
food/beverage and canna-
bis industries.

Tickets for Snoop Dogg  
are on sale via Ticketmas-
ter. The cost is $85 for Tier 
3, $90 for Tier 2, $110 for 
Tier 1, $125 for the track, 
and $165 for Blue Ribbon 
Zone. A $30 Pre-Show 
Party ticket is offered as 
an additional upgrade for 
all paid concerts.

Snoop Dogg
scheduled 
for State Fair

DIXON – Lee County 
Farm Bureau recently 
joined forces with Lee 
County Ag in the Class-
room, Regional Office 
of Education #47, and 
Facilitating Coordination 
in Agriculture Education 
to highlight agriculture 
and educational oppor-
tunities during the 2025 
Cultivating Connections 
in Agriculture workshop.

Around 50 local school 
representatives attended 
the Cultivating Con-
nections in Agriculture 
symposium held Feb. 28 
at Tetten’s Grain in Dix-
on to learn more about 
the value of agriculture 
education and hear strat-
egies for creating com-
prehensive agriculture 
programs. 

“Agriculture is Illi-
nois’ No. 1 industry, yet 
often those crucial pro-
grams are some of the first 
on the budget line to be 
cut from a public school 
district offering,” said 
Ashleigh Erbes, Lee CFB 

manager. “Cultivating 
Connections is intended 
to bring in administrators 
and local school leaders 
who don’t necessari-
ly have an agricultural 
background or full under-
standing of the industry 
and provide them with an 
enriching experience that 
demonstrates the value of 
an agriculture education 
and why it is so important 
and impactful to highlight 
agriculture as a career 
pathway.”

During the event, at-
tendees connected with 
John Heiser, District 1 
Facilitating Coordination 
in Agricultural Education 
program advisor; Katie 
Pratt, Lee County Ag-
riculture in the Class-
room coordinator; Stacey 
Dinges, Pathways navi-
gator and Regional Office 
of Education (ROE) #47; 
Dr. Jon Mandrell, vice 
president of Academics 
and Students Services at 
Sauk Valley Community 
College; and Erbes.

Katie Pratt, yellow sweater, Lee County Agricul-
ture in the Classroom coordinator speaks during 
Cultivating Connections in Agriculture workshop 
on February 28 at Tetten’s Grain in Dixon.
                   Photo contributed
Agriculture, education comes together at
Cultivating Connections in Agriculture

See Agriculture page A3
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*Sip-n-Shop*

30+ 
Vendors

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS
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Saturday, March 22, 2025
9am - 1pm
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PROFESSIONAL AUTO BODY SERVICES  
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Shop: 815-849-9090 
Cell: 815-739-8121

sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

QUALITY • CONVENIENCE RELIABILITY
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WITH OVER  
40 YEARS OF 
COMBINED 
EXPERIENCE 
WE ARE THE 
BEST PART 
OF A BAD 
SITUATION!

Spring  
into Color!

(Any 3) 10” Hanging
Basket Combos

$78 Normally  
$28.99 ea.

Redeem physical  
or digital coupon  
in-person at time  
of purchase.

$128
(Any 3) 12” Hanging
Basket Combos

Normally  
$45.99 ea.

Our New Hours:
(April 22nd through June)

Monday–Saturday 
8 a.m to 6 p.m.

Sunday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1206 Dixon Ave.  
Rock Falls

Pick Your Savings

Champagne Toast 
Flower Combo

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

No 
Job 
Too 
Small!

Services Offered:
• Custom Woodwork

• Painting
• Ceiling Fan & Lighting  

   Installation
• Drywall Repair

• Door Installation & Repair
• TV & Picture Mounting

• Home Repair
• Cabinet Repair &  

   Installation
• Some Plumbing

• Furniture Assembly
• Floor Repair & Installation

(815) 780-7884
hunterhandymanservicesllc.com

@hunterhandymanservicesllc
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End of the third quarter is upon us, and we are 
entering the final stretch. 

At the end of the year, we try to do a Commu-
nity Service Day. A day that we take students to 
numerous places in the Amboy area to help out 
with different activities. 

If there is any organization in town that could 
use the assistance of 15-20 high school students, 
for an hour or two, please contact the Amboy 
High School office to get on our list. We hope to 
have students able to work from about 9:30-11 
a.m. on projects around the community to help 
those who support us. 

This week in sports history class, students 
studied the rivalries between the Bulls and Pistons 
in the 1980’s and 1990’s when the tide turned 
and the players were physical with each other. 

The Detroit Pistons were nicknamed the “Bad 
Boys” because of their physical style of play 
and aggressive defense. The team embraced the 
nickname and made it part of their identity. 

Pankhurst Memorial 
Library 

March programs
AMBOY – There are plenty of events hap-

pening at the Pankhurst Memorial Library in 
Amboy during the month of March. 

Diamond Painting –
4-6 p.m. March 31

Book Club – 
5-6 p.m. March 24
Mommy & Me – 

10-10:45 a.m. every Tuesday
Lego/Craft Club – 

11 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday

Will Mother Nature 
ever make up 

her mind? 

AMBOY – Courtney Ligtenberg, 
AVP of Private Banking at The 
First National Bank in Amboy, has 
graduated from the Future Leaders 
Alliance Program offered through 
the Illinois Bankers Association. 

This 14-month leadership pro-
gram is dedicated to enhancing 
the professional development of 
new and promising bank leaders 

through three primary components: 
education, community service and 
networking. 

Participants partake in compre-
hensive training, which involves 
attending educational sessions, 
completing an advancement strat-
egy project and performing local 
community service teaching finan-
cial literacy. The education sessions 

cover core topics such as Leader-
ship and Influence, Team Building, 
Coaching, Service Leadership, 
Collaboration Skills, Financial 
Marketing, Personal Branding, 
Legislative Process, Presentation 
Skills, Accounting for Bankers, 
Asset Liability Management, Reg-
ulatory Hot Topics, Cyber Security 
and more.

Ligtenberg graduates IBA’s 
Future Leaders Alliance Program

DIXON – Come experience the feel-good commu-
nity vibes and celebrate the winners of Citizen of the 
Year, Business of the Year, 4 Under 40, and Volunteer 
of the Year at the annual Best of Dixon Awards Gala 
on Friday, April 4, 2025 at the Dixon Elks Lodge, 1279 
Franklin Grove Road.

Dress to impress in formal or semi-formal attire. Basil 
Tree Ristorante will provide the evening’s cuisine. Get 
ready to dance the night away after the ceremony, as 
an amazing DJ will be lighting up the room with all of 
our favorite hits!

Throughout the night, you’ll have the opportunity to 
network with local business leaders and celebrate this 
incredible community! Don’t miss out! It’ll surely be 
a night to remember!

For Dixon Chamber of Commerce members, tickets 
are $80 each, and $575 per table of 8. For nonmembers, 
tickets are $100 each.

Find “Best of Dixon” under the “Events” dropdown 
at the discoverdixon.com to secure tickets today.

For more information, call 815-284-3361 or go to 
discoverdixon.com.

Still time to reserve table at Best of Dixon Gala

SPRINGFIELD – Il-
linois Department of Ag-
riculture (IDOA) Director 
Jerry Costello II, along 
with key stakeholders 
representing farmers, re-
search institutions, and 
food banks, appeared 
before the General Assem-
bly›s House Agriculture & 
Conservation Committee 

hearing to discuss federal 
funding cuts and tariffs, 
which amount to taxes on 
working farmers.

Costello’s testimony 
in Springfield focused on 
several agreements be-
tween USDA and IDOA, 
including the Local Food 
Purchase Assistance Pro-
gram (LFPA) and the 

Resilient Food Systems 
Infrastructure Program 
(RFSI). 

Illinois was the only 
state in the nation to pri-
oritize socially disadvan-
taged farmers. These same 
farmers will lose over tens 
of millions of dollars in fair 
market value payments for 
crops and livestock they 

are currently raising as 
well as the ability to invest 
in infrastructure for growth 
and sustainability.

The purpose of the 
LFPA program is to “main-
tain and improve food and 
agricultural supply chain 
resiliency.” 

IDOA director testifies at Illinois General Assembly on federal funding cuts

See Testify page A5

Mendota(815) 539-5985
1206 13th Avenue, Mendota
www.elzarapemendota.com

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 11am-8pmMonday, Tuesday, Wednesday 11am-8pm
Thursday 4pm-8pm  |  Friday 11am-9pm  Thursday 4pm-8pm  |  Friday 11am-9pm  

Saturday 10:30am-9pmSaturday 10:30am-9pm
Sunday 10:30am-8pmSunday 10:30am-8pm

03192025
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Local school districts 
(16 of them), promoting 
and showcasing their FFA 
chapter also attended the 
event. Additionally, State 
Representative Brad Fritts 
(Dixon) and State Sena-
tor. Li Arellano (Dixon) 
stopped by to share legis-
lation in support of agricul-
ture education promotion.

“Providing support, at 
all levels, to an agricul-
ture education program, 
is essential for student 
success and teacher reten-
tion,” said Dinges. “The 
Cultivating Connections 
in Agriculture event brings 
together all the local life-
lines that are easily acces-
sible for an aged program 
to thrive.” 

Pratt shared similar 

sentiments on the event.
“Cultivating Connec-

tions is an avenue to 
connect all the parts of 
the Ag Ed family- schools, 
industry, alumni and com-
munity supporters,” said 
Pratt. “My hope is that 
each person left with pur-
poseful information that 
changes how they see and 
interact with their school’s 
ag ed program and FFA 
Chapter.” 

 About Lee County 
Farm Bureau

Lee County Farm Bu-
reau’s mission is to be a 
positive voice for agri-
culture through leadership 
and education to improve 
the quality of life and eco-
nomic well-being of our 
members and community.

See a preschool family, staff or board member for your tickets.
 Limited number of tickets available at the door.

$15 
One Chop Meal 

April 17th, 2025 - 5pm until 7pm

Clipper Kiddies Christian Preschool
Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser

Amboy 
Community 

Building
              Drive-Thru 

Only 

All meals 
include 
Seasoned 
Pork Chop(s), 
a roll, BBQ 
beans and 
pasta salad

$20 
Two Chop Mealor

Featuring Ralfie’s Award Winning BBQ & Caterer

Bake Sale Hosted by Clipper Kiddies

03
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815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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If you love 
PLN Mutual, 
come and 
see us.
If you want 
to know why 
customers love 
PLN Mutual,  
come and see us.

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 YearsOur Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years
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20

Riley Klein

Trust in Tomorrow.® 

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our 

endeavor to help the community; Thank you Kathy 
Kessel for Rice Krispy treats; Steve & Kathy Klein for 
frozen treats; Donna Wellman for homemade cookies 
and pie, Martha Henley for homemade cookies and 
brownies; Nancy Leffelman for stuffed animals; George 
& Barb Spataro for supplies; Luke & Jolinda Christof-
ferson for prizes.    

  
 Upcoming Events:

Friday March 21st, Dance 7-9
Friday April 11th, Fish Fry
Sunday May 4th, Draw Down

Homework Club
We have applications ready in the Teen Turf hallway 

and at each of the schools. You can drop applications 
off into our mailbox in the hall, to us in person, or into 
the school office. If you have a 3rd grader or above, 
they may be able to attend. They will ride the bus, have 
a hot meal, a fun place to play, and of course complete 
homework. 

 
Volunteers

We welcome all volunteers for our after-school 
program, which runs normally Monday through Thurs-
day from 3:15 to 5 p.m. Volunteers help serve lunch, 
supervise kids, and help with various homework tasks. 
If interested, please call us at 815-857-4800. You can 
volunteer whatever time you have. We even have volun-
teers come in the morning to help with other prep tasks. 

Donations
We always feel so thankful and blessed for what our 

community does for us. Please bring donations inside 
the building during the day while we are here. If you 
have a large donation, drop-off, please do not leave it 
outdoors. We would like you to call Teen Turf to set 
up a time to drop it off, as we do not want items to go 
unseen and to sit out in the elements. Thank you for 
thinking of us and we appreciate your support!! 

Final Note: 
“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It 

does.” – William James

AMBOY – You are invited to join fellow senior 
citizens for a free exercise program at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 960 US Highway 52, Amboy. Sessions 
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Chairs are 
provided for an approximate 30-minute workout. For 
more information, call Chris at 815-857-3963.

AMBOY – The Amboy/Lee Center Multi-Township 
meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 19 
at the Amboy Township building, located at 106 South 
Prospect Ave.

AMBOY – The Amboy Lions Club meeting will be 
at 6 p.m. Monday, March 24 at the Amboy Community 
Center, located at 280 W. Wasson Rd. The Lions Club 
meetings take place the second and fourth Monday of 
every month.

AMBOY – The Board of Trustees of The Amboy 
Township will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 26 
for the continued, end of the fiscal year meeting at 
the Amboy Township Building, located at 106 South 
Prospect St. in Amboy.

FREEPORT – Stateline Music Foundation of Free-
port has scheduled scholarship aid auditions for high 
school seniors graduating in 2025 who will enroll 
in a music major curriculum in a junior college or 
a four-year college or university. Auditions will be 
held Saturday, April 5 in the Freeport Arts Center, 
121 N. Harlem Ave. in Freeport, and are open to high 
school seniors who reside or attend high school or 

home school in one of the following counties: Jo 
Daviess, Carroll, Stephenson, Winnebago, Boone, 
Ogle, DeKalb, Whiteside, and Lee in Illinois, or 
Lafayette, Green and Rock counties in Wisconsin. 
Application forms and repertoire requirements are 
available by writing Kenneth Drake at keosdrake@
gmail.com. 

AMBOY – The City of Amboy committee meeting 
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, April 7 at the Community 
Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd. The meetings take place the 
first Monday of every month.

EAST GROVE – East Grove Township is holding 
its next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 8 at the 
East Grove Township Hall.

LEE CENTER – The Lee Center Township meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 8.

PAW PAW – The regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Village of Paw Paw will commence at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 9 at the Paw Paw Village Hall.

SUBLETTE – The next Village of Sublette meeting 
is at 7 p.m. Monday, April 14 at the Ellice Dinges Center 
at 202 S. West Street in Sublette.

AMBOY – The Amboy City Council will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, April 21 at the Amboy Community 
Center, 290 W. Wasson Road. The council meets every 
third Monday each month.

Are you staying true to Lent?

OUTSTANDING WARRANTS
Brian L. Albee, 37, of Amboy, was picked up on 

Tuesday, March 11 for outstanding warrants out of Ogle 
County, Whiteside County, and Winnebago County. 
Albee was taken to Lee County Jail.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Jamie T. Bruns, 23, of Amboy, was arrested Thurs-

day, March 13 at the intersection of Jones Avenue and 
Division Street on a domestic battery charge. Bruns 
was taken to Lee County Jail. 

Agriculture from page A1

UTICA – Speakers at the 
Women Inspired Network 
2025 Kickoff event Tuesday, 
March 11 in Utica noted 
the organization’s growing 
influence and impact.

About 40 women attend-
ed “Time to Give, Gath-
er and Grow,” at August 
Hill Winery Tasting Room. 
WIN, a component fund of 
the Starved Rock Country 
Community Foundation, is 
a charitable giving circle of 
local, philanthropic women. 

Scholarship Committee 
Chair Jane Goetz said estab-
lishment of the Young Wom-
en Leaders Scholarship in 
2021 was “a testament to 
WIN’s commitment to em-
power the next generation of 
women leaders.”

For the first time this 
spring, WIN will award 
two $3,000 scholarships. A 
record 40 students applied 
for the fall 2025 awards.

“Thanks to the generosity 
of our donors and the success 
of the WIN golf outing … 
we have made a profound 
impact on the lives of young 
women in our community,” 
said Goetz, who credited 
Carol Kuzmich of Ottawa 
for leading the golf fund-
raisers. “WIN is more than 
just a scholarship program, 

it’s a movement to put the 
power in the hands of the 
women in our community 
– a movement to ensure 
better opportunities, both 
in the workforce and in our 
personal lives.

“Together we can stand 
for change, advocate for 
equality, and lift up the 
voices and futures of women 
who are ready to make their 
mark.”

Other speakers included 
Cherie Reynolds, WIN 
co-chair and co-founder, 
Debbie Buffington, grants 
and events chair, and LaSalle 
County Sheriff’s Chaplain 
Dave Van Laar.

Van Laar thanked WIN 
for making the first sig-
nificant investment in his 
program when it granted 
it $4,500 to strengthen its 
ability to assist individuals 
in crisis by addressing urgent 
needs such as food, clothing, 
and transportation. WIN 
“validated” the work his 
program is doing, he said.

Guest speakers were 
Jennifer and Stephanie Bias 
of Camp Aramoni, the bou-
tique campground in Lowell.

For more information, 
visit https://srccf.org/fund/
women-inspired-net-
work-win/.

Women Inspired Network 
holds kickoff event in Utica
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April 14, 1939 - March 13, 2025

The Following Community Businesses Sponsor Area Church News:
First National Bank 

in Amboy
Member F.D.I.C.

815- 857-3625

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691 

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

The Amboy News
815-539-9396

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesdays-Friday Daily Mass at 8 a.m.

Confessions: Wednesday 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday 3-3:45 p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
8:30 a.m.- noon on Fridays after 8 a.m. mass

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday – 5:30 p.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52

Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. - 

Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

DIXON – Connie A. 
Broderick, 85, of Dixon 
and formerly of Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho, passed away 
peacefully at Morningside 
of Sterling on March 13, 
2025. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to VITAS 
Hospice, 1040 4th St., 
Peru, IL 61354. Condo-
lences can be left at www.
thejonesfh.com.

Broderick was born 
on April 14, 1939 in Na-
chusa, the daughter of 
Jess and Fellipa (Moya) 
Melendrez. Connie was 
married to Thomas R. 
Broderick for 58 years. 
He preceded her in death 
on February 24, 2021. 
Connie attended Newman 
Central Catholic High 
School in Sterling. She 
spent many years being a 
hostess at Parkway Restau-
rant and the Brandywine 

Restaurant. 
The Brodericks loved 

snowmobiling with their 
friends. Connie was a 
member of the Dixon Elks 
Club and Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation. They 
moved to Bonners Ferry in 
2000. She belonged to Well 
Armed Women and was a 
pretty good shot. 

Mrs. Broderick also 
loved working in the polls 
at election time, attending 
the Annual Wine Walk and 
musical and theater events 
in Spokane. She loved 
decorating her beautiful 
home to entertain many 
friends at Christmas and 
New Years. She enjoyed 
the car shows and parades 
that showed off their 
beautiful antique cars.  
Connie is survived by 
her sister-in-law Elsa Di-
etz of Princeton, many 
nieces and nephews and 

very special friends Brad 
and Ann Apple of Dixon, 
and David and Jenny Er-
ickson of Bonners Ferry.  
She is also preceded in 
death by her parents and 
siblings Mary Steele, Phil-
lip Melendrez, Alice Ro-
driguez, Joe Melendres, 
Julia Klostermann, Helen 
Clayton, Jesse Melendrez, 
Ben Melendrez, Steve Me-
lendrez, Dolly Biggerstaff, 
and Donnie Melendrez.  
Rest in peace Connie, 
you will be missed.  

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Com-
merce Commission (ICC) is encouraging 
Illinoisans to check their household 
plumbing fixtures and irrigation systems 
for leaks as a part of national Fix-a-Leak 
Week this March 17-23. 

“Household leaks waste approximately 
1 trillion gallons of water in the US each 
year. That’s enough to fill 1.5 million 
Olympic swimming pools or supply water 
to 11 million homes,” said ICC Chairman 
Doug Scott. “With minor fixes, Illinoisans 
can easily conserve water and save as 
much as 10 percent on their utility bills.” 

EPA’s WaterSense® program has 
several tips to help detect and fix leaks:  

Look at your winter water bills. If 
your water usage exceeds 12,000 gallons/
month for a family of four or less or you 
see spikes on your water bill, you likely 
have a serious leak.  

Read your water meter before and 

after a two-hour period when no water 
is being used. Any changes to the meter 
mean you have a leak. 

Place a few drops of food coloring 
into the tank of your toilet. If after ten 
minutes the color shows up in the bowl, 
you have a leak. 

Replace worn-out toilet flappers to stop 
a running toilet. 

Make sure there is a tight connection 
between your showerhead and pipe stem 
to stop leaks. Pipe or Teflon tape is an 
easy fix to control minor leaks. For seri-
ous showerhead leaks, contact a licensed 
plumber. 

Replace worn-out faucet washers and 
gaskets to stop faucet leaks.

Always be sure to turn off the water 
line before starting repairs. Unsure about 
how to start? EPA WaterSense® has a 
list tutorials to fix minor leaks or call a 
licensed plumber.

ICC encourages house-hold water 
conservation during Fix-a-Leak Week

OTTAWA  –  OSF 
HealthCare Saint Eliza-
beth Medical Center in 
Ottawa has been named 
among the 2025 Top 100 
Rural & Community Hos-
pitals by The Chartis Cen-
ter for Rural Health. 

Chartis’ annual Top 100 
award program honors 
outstanding performance 
among the nation’s rural 
hospitals based on the results 
of the Chartis Rural Hospital 
Performance INDEX®.

“This award recogniz-
es our Mission Partners’ 
commitment to serving 
the region with the greatest 
care and love,” says Dawn 
Trompeter, president of 

OSF Saint Elizabeth. “Our 
Mission Partners strive 
each day to provide com-
passionate high-quality 
care, and we are proud 
of the work we do in the 
communities we serve.”

“The Top 100 Rural 
& Community Hospitals 
award program elevates 
the very best performers 
and helps create a road-
map for those seeking 
to improve financial and 
operational performance 
while continuing to care 
for the communities they 
serve,” says Michael Top-
chik, executive director, 
The Chartis Center for 
Rural Health. “This is our 

10th year recognizing the 
Top 100 Rural & Commu-
nity Hospitals and we’re 
thrilled to be able to cel-
ebrate this milestone with 
this year’s winners.”

The INDEX is the indus-
try’s most comprehensive 
and objective assessment of 
rural hospital performance. 
Leveraging publicly avail-
able data, the INDEX is 
utilized nationwide by rural 
hospitals, health systems 
with rural affiliates, hospi-
tal associations and state 
offices of rural health to 
measure and monitor per-
formance across a variety 
of areas impacting hospital 
operations and finance.

OSF Saint Elizabeth recognized by Chartis 
as Top 100 Rural & Community Hospital

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Commerce Com-
mission’s Office of Di-
versity and Community 
Affairs’ 2024 Annual Re-
port shows that diverse 
spending by the state’s 
largest investor-owned 
utilities has grown steadily 
for the fourth year in a row 
at over $2 billion. 

Some utilities report-
ed a nearly 45 percent 
share of their total spend-
ing with diverse suppli-
ers, including minority, 
women, veteran, and small 
business enterprises. 

“The ICC’s supplier 
diversity outreach and 
inclusion efforts are hav-
ing a positive impact on 
Illinois’ women-, veter-
an- and minority-owned 
small businesses,” said 
ICC Chairman Doug 
Scott. “While challenges 
remain, we are com-
mitted to ensuring mi-
nority-owned business 
groups have the oppor-
tunity to compete in 
Illinois’ energy market.”

The report provides 
a summary and analysis 
of data from nine years 
of reports submitted by 
Illinois’ “Big 6” public 
utilities, Ameren Illinois, 

Aqua Illinois, Common-
wealth Edison (ComEd), 
Illinois American Water, 
Nicor Gas Company, and 
Peoples Gas /North Shore 
Gas Company.

Illinois law requires the 
Big 6 utility companies to 
report their annual supplier 
diversity outreach and in-
clusion efforts to the ICC. 
Statistical data demon-
strates this reporting re-
quirement has resulted in 
the state’s largest utilities 
growing their diverse 
spend from an average of 
15 to nearly 45 percent of 
all procurement spend-
ing. Supplier diversity 
reports now include each 
utility company’s future 
buying plan for goods 
and services. This change 
alerts diverse suppliers 
and assist agencies about 
upcoming procurement 
opportunities.

“The Office of Diversity 
and Community Affairs is 
pleased with the growth 
in diverse spend, but our 
work is far from over,” said 
ICC Director of Diversity 
and Community Affairs, 
Jeanine V. Robinson. “We 
have identified areas where 
there is room for im-
provement by the utilities 

in 2025, including fleet 
services, information tech-
nology outsourcing, and 
software maintenance.”

ODCA works to bring 
together utilities, non-prof-
its, and diverse suppliers 
to foster relationships and 
nurture mentoring pro-
grams to build a pipeline 
of diverse suppliers.

Diverse businesses in-
terested in assistance and 
one-on-one support are en-
couraged to participate in 
the Office of Minority Eco-
nomic Empowerment’s 
initiatives run through 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity. OMEE is 
committed to providing 
minority-, women-, per-
sons with disabilities, 
and veteran-owned small 
businesses and entre-
preneurs across the state 
with equitable access 
to opportunities and re-
sources. Individuals and 
diverse businesses inter-
ested in upcoming energy 
programs born from the 
Climate and Equitable 
Jobs Act are encouraged 
to explore the CEJA Im-
plementation program, 
also administered through 
DCEO.

ICC 2024 Supplier Diversity Report shows
steady investment growth from “Big 6 utilities”
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The cooperative agreements between 
USDA and states allow states “to pro-
cure and distribute local and regional 
foods and beverages that are healthy, 
nutritious … and meet the needs of the 
population.” The program was intended 
to serve “food banks and organizations 
that reach underserved communities” and 
would help “build and expand economic 
opportunity for local and underserved pro-
ducers.”[1] The intent of the program is to 
target socially disadvantaged farmers.[2]

“LFPA was designed to support both 
ends of the food chain – farmers and those 
they feed. Cutting the funding leaves 
farmers on the hook for expenses they 
incurred believing they would be reim-
bursed and leaves our most vulnerable, 
food-insecure communities without meat, 
fresh produce and other nutritious dona-
tions they were promised,” said IDOA 
Director Jerry Costello II. “The federal 
government broke its promise, and the 
people of Illinois are paying the price.”

IDOA announced on January 17, 2025, 
an additional $14.7 million was awarded 
by the federal government for this pro-
gram. The USDA recently announced the 
funds were terminated.

The purpose of the RFSI program is 
“to build resilience in the middle of the 
food supply chain, to provide more and 

better markets to small farms and food 
businesses. The RFSI program requires 
farmers to make upfront investments in 
input costs with the promise of grant 
dollars to reimburse them. Without those 
federal funds, the program is unable to 
operate.

The RFSI program would have pro-
vided $6.4 million in grant funds to build 
resilience in the middle of the food supply 
chain, supporting activities that happen 
after harvest and prior to retail such as 
processing, storing and transporting Illi-
nois products. In recent surveys of Illinois 
farmers, infrastructure and equipment 
were identified as the greatest obstacle 
to creating local food systems.

“Governor Pritzker called the move 
‘a slap in the face to Illinois farmers and 
the communities they feed’ and I couldn’t 
agree more,” Costello said. “These are 
federal funds that were passed by Con-
gress, a coequal branch of government, 
signed into law, and promised to Illinois 
farmers. They have been cut with no 
explanation or timeline, and farmers are 
left to deal with the consequences.”

Other federal funding sources of con-
cern are the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Region-
al Conservation Partnership Program 

(RCPP) which launched the successful 
Conservation Planner program creating 
a talent pipeline attracting a workforce 
to implement boots on the ground 
conservation measures; Specialty Crop 
Block Grants which funded research to 
increase the state’s competitiveness in 
the industry; the I-COVER program, a 
three-state initiative to encourage cover 
crop adoption and technology advances; 
and the agreement for state inspectors to 
ensure food safety at more than 190 meat 
and poultry processing plants in Illinois.

In addition to federal funding cuts, 
Costello explained to the committee 
the impact of Trump’s tariffs on Illinois 
farmers before testimony from industry 
groups and others.

Three countries – Canada, China and 
Mexico – account for 48% of all US ag-
ricultural exports, $91 billion of the total 
$191 billion exported annually.

Illinois is the third largest exporter of 
agricultural products in the nation. Illinois 
farmers export $2 billion in products to 
Canada; $2.9 billion to Mexico and $1.9 
billion to China.

“These tariffs are an attack on Illinois 
farmers. Countries forced to pay them may 

simply find new trade partners beyond the 
U.S.,” Costello said. “Illinois farmers are 
then left to struggle with shrinking mar-
kets on top of rising costs and declining 
crop prices.”

In attendance:
• Illinois Department of Agriculture
• Illinois Department of Natural Re-

sources
• University of Illinois Extension
• Association of Illinois Soil & Water 

Conservation Districts
• Illinois Soybean Growers Association
• Illinois Stewardship Alliance
• Illinois Soybean Association
• Central Illinois Young Farmer Co-

alition
• American Farmland Trust
• Jonathan Coppes, University of Illi-

nois College of ACES
• Down at the Farms
• Janie’s Mill
• Tulip Tree Gardens
• Eden Place Garden
• 4 Lees Farm
• Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery
• Bartman Farm
• Midnight Sun Farm
• Cedar Valley Sustainable Farm
• Caveny Farm
• Rumblin’ Ernie Farm

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324 

Holly Bruington - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

815-849-5476

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

PRINTING SERVICES

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-539-9396 today!

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com
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FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-539-9396 today!

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry 
Millwork • Staircases  

& Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797
PRINTING SERVICES

815-539-9396

Testify continued from page A1

SPRINGFIELD – High school 
students from across the 37th Senate 
District traveled to Springfield on 
Wednesday, March 12 to participate 
in State Senator Li Arellano, Jr’s 
(R-Dixon) inaugural Youth Advisory 
Council.

“It was a great day having our fu-
ture leaders here at the State Capitol 
and giving them a glimpse into state 
government,” said Senator Arellano, 
Jr. “The law-making process is in-
credibly important, and providing 
students the opportunity to see the 
work we do as legislators is a key 
part of our civic duty. Educating our 
youth is the first step in energizing 
constituents and giving these young 
citizens a voice--especially since 
they will be inheriting the results 
of our work.”

Nearly 50 students from 12 high 
schools attended the spring council 
meeting. The YAC is a two-part 
series that begins in the fall with a 
district meeting and concludes in 
the spring at the State Capitol. 

“I like meeting all of the other 
kids from different schools. I come 

from a really small school, and we 
really only talk to people who are in 
our school district or who are really 
close to us,” said Allie Peterson of 
Indian Creek High School. “It’s fun 
to meet new people who I haven’t 
spoken to before and talk about 
something that’s academic.” 

 “I have never been to Springfield 
and so this is my first experience,” 
said Norah Schultz of Princeton 
High School. “I really enjoyed 
seeing the Senate, the House of 
Representatives and seeing how 
everything comes together.” 

During the spring visit, students 
hear from guest speakers, tour the 
House and Senate floors, and partic-
ipate in a mock committee meeting 
— giving them hands-on experience 
of the legislative process.

“I got picked to be the sponsor for 
the bill so I have been researching 
to get what I know down about the 
bill so I can answer questions,” 
said Ian Gillespie of Illinois Valley 
Central High School. “It’s just more 
knowledge about how to pass a bill 
and gain some greater experience, 

only being in high school and learn-
ing more about what I want to do 
in the future.” 

Students had the opportunity 
to hear from Representative Ryan 
Spain and Representative Bradley 
Fritts. The Illinois Senate Re-
publican Events and Engagement 
Director, Lori Yates, also gave a 
presentation on her path to public 
service. 

“In school I have always loved 
learning about government and 
history and coming here has taken 
it to the next level,” said Alayna 
Young of Polo Community High 
School. “A lot of kids don’t have 
the opportunity to learn about this 
at a young age and I think it is 
important to learn about the gov-
ernment process just to understand 
how everything works, when you 
go out into the world and will be 
able to vote.” 

Senator Arellano, Jr looks for-
ward to welcoming high school stu-
dents once again to his fall council 
meeting. Lunch for this year’s YAC 
was provided by Meridian Health.

Senator Arellano, Jr connects high 
school students with state government MALTA – Kishwau-

kee College is continuing 
its trend of increasing 
enrollment with spring 
2025 students up approx-
imately 15% compared 
to spring 2024. 

Kish’s upward enroll-
ment trend began in Fall 
2022 and has continued 
each semester.

“Kish is pleased to re-
port spring enrollment is 
now exceeding pre-pan-
demic levels. We believe 
the decisions the College 
has made are positively 
impacting enrollment, 
including the elimina-
tion of all student fees 
which started this fiscal 
year,” said Dr. Laurie 
Borowicz, President of 
Kishwaukee College.

Enrollment increases 
are spread evenly across 
college programs. Spe-
cifically, online enroll-
ments continue to go 

up, with a significant 
increase for spring 2025.

“The College works 
incredibly hard to pro-
vide our community 
members with the ed-
ucation and support 
they need to meet their 
goals. Through thought-
ful planning, Kish re-
sponds and adapts to 
the changing needs of 
our community. The 
continued enrollment 
increases are a positive 
signal we are providing 
the best opportunities 
for our students,” said 
Bob Johnson, Chair of 
the Board of Trustees.

Kishwaukee College 
serves approximately 
4,000 students annually, 
offering transfer programs, 
career-ready degrees and 
certificates, fast-track pro-
grams and more. 

Learn more at kish.
edu.

Kish College enrollment increases
for eighth consecutive semester
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By Brandon 
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Something to Say?
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Website www.amboynews.com
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blachance@mendotareporter.com

Legals/Circulation/Printing
Jennifer Griffith

jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342, or emailed to blachance@
mendotareporter.com.

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year    manual pay   $59.00

            auto pay       $50.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $69.00                                    
auto pay      $60.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY
100 years ago

March 20, 1925
Coach Charles Gipson, formerly 

of Amboy, and who is now coaching 
the Williamsville High School north 
of Springfield, has won additional 
honor for himself and his basketball 
team through the fact that three of 
his men were chosen for the all-star 
team in the Lincoln District.

Amboy receives mention in 
The American City Magazine for 
March in a table compiled show-
ing the water-supply statistics for 
municipalities of less than 5,000 
population.

The Shadows Theatre will be the 
scene of several feature attractions 
next week including two exceptional 
pictures, “Learning to Love,” and 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame.” 
Eichler Brothers’ Style Show will 
be a special attraction. 

75 years ago
March 23, 1950

Bishop J. Ralph Magee is com-
ing next Sunday to help the First 
Methodist Church celebrate its 87th 
anniversary. This will be Bishop Ma-
gee’s first visit to the Amboy church 
since he was appointed Bishop of the 
Chicago area.

Thieves, whose methods of 
entrance has not been discovered, 
ransacked Delmar Cleaners and 

Spitz Sheet Metal Shop in the Entorf 
building on Short Street in Amboy.

Kauffman’s Drug Store in Whea-
ton has been purchased by Floyd D. 
Searls, pharmacist, who has been 
associated with the concern for 
many years.

Pvt. Walter E. Girton, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl L Girton, and 
Pvt. William Eller, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Eller, have reported 
to Lackland AFB to begin the Air 
Force basic indoctrination course.

50 years ago
March 20, 1975

Greg Koch, Amboy Clipper 
guard, was named to the Shark 
All-Conference basketball team. Joe 
Bothe, Amboy center, won a place 
on the All-Conference Second Team 
and “Buck” Fenwick of Amboy 
received honorable mention. 

Casting has been completed for 
the Amboy High School production 
of “Annie Get Your Gun.” Annie 
Oakley will be portrayed by Janet 
Murphy and Frank Butler will be 
played by Greg Koch on Friday 
and Sunday. Becky Donna and Tom 
Welty will portray Oakley and Butler 
on Saturday.

The reconstruction of “Old Fort 
Dixon” on the banks of Rock River 
was suggested as a horizon project 
by Diwght Young, Heritage Com-
mittee co-chairman at the March 10 
meeting of the Lee County Bicenten-

nial Commission. Young termed the 
project as one which would serve as 
a permanent attraction for visitors to 
the county for years to come.

Valarie Gray, eighth grade student 
at Amboy Junior High School, is 
again the champion speller of Amboy 
Community Unit School District No. 
272 elementary schools. She was the 
winner in 1974 and won the champi-
onship again at this weeks spelling 
bee finals held at AJHS. 

25 years ago
March 15, 2000

The Amboy Junior High School 
Scholastic Bowl team won first place 
at the fourth annual 

Groundhog Scholastic Invita-
tional held March 4 and co-hosted 
by Reagan Middle School and Am-
boy Junior High School. Five area 
schools competed in four rounds of 
competition. DeKalb Huntley won 
second place, Tampico was third, 
and Dixon took fourth.

The Depot Tap is offering corned 
beef and cabbage on St. Patrick’s 
Day for $5.25.

Amboy Junior High School wres-
tlers competed in the Byron Middle 
School Tournament featuring 10 
other schools in Byron, Sterling, 
Harlem, Polo, Winnebago, Oregon, 
Dixon, Freeport, Stillman Valley, 
and Ashton. Amboy brought home 
six individual trophies on the team’s 
route to finishing fifth place. 

If I were to write a pros and cons list of being a jour-
nalist in your hometown, the pros would outweigh the 
cons in terms of number of items on the list, but there 
is a con which may hit home the hardest.

We receive the obituaries for people 
who pass away whether they still live 
in Mendota and the surrounding area or 
not. There is no warning when they are 
coming or who the obituary is going to 
be about, they just randomly show up in 
your email.

When I saw the obituary for Pamela 
(Pam) Herrera (Dec. 16, 1950 to March 
8, 2025), I instantly saddened although 
I hadn’t seen her or talked to her in over 
20 years.

Before I met all three of her sons 
throughout the years (Tony, Jose, Nick), 
I learned who Pam was when I was new 
to Mendota as a 12 or 13 year old who 
transferred from bigger, urban cities to  
a rural area with two stop lights, no arcade, no movie 
theater and a misunderstanding of someone dressed in 
too big of clothes who talked and acted different than 
everyone.

It took a year or two before I had friends or at least 
close friends. There were many days I left school early 
because I was either being bullied or I was the bully 
because I simply didn’t fit in, and in my head, didn’t 
belong. I was actually expelled from Northbrook School 
for fighting when I was in the eighth grade and had to 
finish the year in an alternative school in Streator just 
to get into high school.

There were a few people from 1997 when I moved 
to Mendota to now, who helped bridge the transition to 
making a place I didn’t want to be at eventually become 
my home I’ve come back to after college or taking jobs 
and touring other parts of the country.

I can’t say if Herrera was the first of these positive 
influencers who I came across, but she is one I never 
forgot and when I saw her photo in the obituary, streams 
of memories cruised through my mind.

Don’t judge, but in the late 1990s coming from an 
area where family members of mine were in gangs (some 
still are) and they were my only role models or people 

in front of me, I copied them in terms of 
clothing. I came to Mendota in Fubu jeans 
(my nickname from a group of Mendota 
kids who became my lifelong friends, turned 
family, is Fubu) and bandanas neatly folded 
around my head with a stocking cap over 
them in the winter.

The Y.O.U. program, a youth program 
formed to assist youngsters through all 
transitions including the one I was going 
through, used to host dances at Northbrook. 
I’ll never forget walking to the door with 
my bandana under my skully and meeting 
Herrera for the first time. She took one look 
at me, shook her head no, and used her hand 
to gesture me to come toward her. 

With a smile on her face, she said, ‘I 
know you’re a new kid and I want you to 

enjoy yourself at the dance, but I can’t have anyone 
wearing bandanas in because we want this to be a safe 
place. I think you want this to be a safe place for you. 
I think you’re a safe kid. So, why don’t we pocket the 
bandana and all of us have a good time.’

This was over 25 years ago and I remember what 
she said verbatim.

She didn’t yell.
She didn’t look at me in disgust.
I didn’t feel judged.
My normal defensive mechanisms I usually had up 

every day of my early Mendota days were untriggered.
Over the next few years as I went through junior 

high and high school, I saw Herrera on a normal basis 
since her office was next to where my mother worked. 
She would always say hello and was always friendly. 

I got into legal trouble because of boneheaded de-
cisions I made. Instead of not wanting to talk to me or 
be around me after I’d return from the detention home, 
she actually addressed my situation and asked me why 
such a good kid wanted to be so bad. More words and 

a conversation I’ve never forgotten.
Herrera never bought me anything, bribed me to 

change my behavior or lied to me. She told me I was 
making the wrong decisions and helped me realize why 
I was acting out. Pam gave me advise on how to change 
and what I needed to do to move forward progressively 
and change the perception, stigma I had created as a 
bad kid.

When I enrolled in the National Guard, when I grad-
uated high school, and when I was accepted to college, 
she told me congratulations. If I remembered right, I 
think she gave me a hug.

I graduated high school in 2004 and I can’t recall if 
I saw or spoke to Pam since, but I don’t think so. 

If you can word-for-word write a quote from conver-
sations more than 25 years ago, or state how they helped 
you, or why they were different than others around you, 
it means they were a special person, a good one.

When I went to her services on Friday, March 14 at 
Community United Methodist Church in LaMoille, there 
were others replaying similar stories of similar memories. 

I can’t speak for everyone, but I think there was a 
consensus of deep appreciation for the way Herrera 
treated people, how she interacted, and how much she 
cared about the youth.

I’m hoping I said this to her when I was younger, 
but if I didn’t, she deserves a huge, the most sincere as 
possible, thank you. 

 

Thank you Pam Herrera, rest in peace
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ENTERTAINMENT

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who 
was Time Magazine's First Man of the 
Year in 1927?

2. MOVIES: Who was the male lead in 
the film "Risky Business"?

3. LITERATURE: In which novel 
does the character of Emma Woodhouse 
appear?

4. LANGUAGE: What does the acro-
nym "sonar" stand for?

5. TELEVISION; What was the name 
of the Dukes' car on the show "The 
Dukes of Hazzard"?

6. HISTORY: The first atomic subma-
rine was built in which decade?

7. GEOGRAPHY: What modern-day 
country is in the area known in ancient 
times as Lusitania?

8. MEDICINE: What disease is caused 
by a deficiency of Vitamin A?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. 
president's image appeared on a dollar 
coin in 1971?

10. MATH: What does the symbol "r" 
stand for in geometry?

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Aviator Charles Lindbergh
2. Tom Cruise
3. “Emma” by Jane Austen
4. Sound navigation and ranging
5. The General Lee
6. 1950s
7. Portugal
8. Night blindness
9. Dwight D. Eisenhower
10. Radius

Posting DateMarch 17, 2025

OLIVE By Emi Burdge
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING
Notice is hereby giv-
en to the legal voters, 
residents of the Twp. 
of East Grove in the 
County of Lee and 
State of Illinois, that the 
Annual Town Meeting 
of said Twp. will take 
place on Tuesday, April 
08th, 2025 being the 
second Tuesday of the 
said month at the hour 
of 7:30 p.m. at the East 
Grove Twp. Building for 
the transaction of mis-
cellaneous business of 
the said town; and af-
ter a Moderator having 
been elected, will pro-
ceed to hear and con-
sider reports of officers, 
and decide on such 
measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come 
before the meeting; and 
especially to consider 
and decide the follow-
ing: Elect a moderator, 
and approve the Town-
ship Supervisors’ Annu-
al Financial Statement. 
Dated March 5th, 2025
Charlie Gonigam, East 
Grove Twp. Clerk
No. 0306
(March 19, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
East Grove Township 
Board Meetings for 
2025-2026 will meet 
on the set dates at 7:30 
PM at the East Grove 
Township Hall.
April 08, 2025
May 13, 2025
June 10, 2025  
July 08, 2025
Aug 12, 2025
Sept 09, 2025
Oct  14, 2025
Nov 11, 2025
Dec 09, 2025
Jan 13, 2026
Feb 10, 2026
Mar 10, 2026 
Charlie Gonigam
Clerk, East Grove 
Township
No. 0307
(March 19, 2025)

NOTICE

AMBOY TOWNSHIP
VEHICLES RESTRICT-
ED TO THE FOLLOW-
ING GROSS WEIGHTS
2 AXLES SINGLE 
REAR TIRE                8000 
LBS
2 AXLE DUAL REAR 
TIRES                  18000 
LBS
2 AXLE FARM WAG-
ONS AND
FERTILIZER BUGGIES                           
9000 LBS
3 OR MORE AXLES 
DUAL REAR TIRES                              
33000 LBS
BY RESOLUTION OF 
AMBOY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUST-
EES
EFFECTIVE MARCH 3, 
2025
No. 0308
(March 19, 2025)

NOTICE ANNUAL 
TOWN MEETING

LEE CENTER
Notice is hereby given 
to the legal voters, resi-
dents of the town of Lee 
Center in the County 
of Lee and the State 
of Illinois, the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 08, 2025 
being the second Tues-
day of said month at the 
hour of 7 o’clock p.m. at 
the Lee Center Town-
ship Building located 
at 2202 Shaw Road, 
Amboy Illinois for the 
transaction of miscella-
neous business of the 
said town: and after a 
moderator having been 
elected, will proceed to 
hear and consider re-
ports of officers, and de-
cide on such measures 
as may, in pursuance 
of law, come before the 
meeting; and especially 
to decide the following: 
set meeting dates and 
times for May 2025 
through March 2026, 
approve the Town Bud-
get, approve the Road 
District Budget, declare 
any possible surplus 
and possible transfer 
of funds, consider and 
approve donations to 
charities. Discuss and/
or adopt a resolution to 
oppose Township Con-

solidation issues.
Dated March 13, 2025
Janice Bonnell
Lee Center Township 
Clerk
No. 0309
(March 19, 2025)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON ROAD 
DISTRICT BUDGET

Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Bud-
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Lee 
Center Road District, 
Lee County, Illinois, for 
the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 2025 and 
ending March 31, 2026 
will be on file and con-
veniently available to 
public inspection at Lee 
Center Township Build-
ing located at 2202 
Shaw Road, Amboy, Illi-
nois from and after 7:00 
p.m. on April 08, 2025.
Notice is further given 
hereby that a public 
hearing on said Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m. on April 08, 
2025 at the Lee Cen-
ter Township Building 
located at 2202 Shaw 
Road, Amboy, Illinois 
and that final action 
on this ordinance will 
be taken at the public 
hearing.
Dated this 13th day of 
March, 2025.
Janice Bonnell
Lee Center Township 
Clerk
No. 0310
(March 19, 2025)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON 

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance for the Town-
ship of Lee Center, 
Lee County, Illinois, for 
the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 2025 and 
ending March 31, 2026 
will be on file and con-
veniently available to 
public inspection at Lee 
Center Township Build-
ing located at 2202 
Shaw Road, Amboy, Illi-
nois from and after 7:00 
p.m. on April 08, 2025.

Notice is further given 
hereby that a public 
hearing on said Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m. on April 08, 
2025 at the Lee Cen-
ter Township Building 
located at 2202 Shaw 
Road, Amboy, Illinois 
and that final action 
on this ordinance will 
be taken at the public 
hearing.
Dated this 13th day of 
March.
Janice Bonnell
Lee Center Township 
Clerk
No. 0311
(March 19, 2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 

are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 

I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 LT Diesel, 
82K Miles, Gray.......................................$29,900 

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$20,900 

2019 Chevy Equinox Premier AWD 2.0L, 94K 
Miles, Black................................................$15,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L, 
95K Miles, Maroon.......................................$29,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 95K Miles, 
Gray............................................................$26,900

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L V8, 76K 
Miles, Maroon.............................................$28,900

2024 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L, 
29K Miles, White...........................$54,900 

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 
Trailboss, 39K Miles, Gray..................$45,900 

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K 
Miles, White........................................$39,900 

2023 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 
37K Miles, Gray..................................$38,900 

2022 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 59K 
Miles, Blue..........................................$22,900 

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew LTZ 4x4 Diesel 
Z71,  41K Miles, Blue......................$55,900 

2021 Chevy Blazer AWD Premier, Loaded, 
44K Miles, Maroon.........................$33,900

2021 Chevy Traverse AWD Premier, Red 
Line Edition,  72K Miles, Silver.......$29,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ Diesel 4x4 Z71 41K Miles, 
Blue, GM Certified, 1-owner, local trade, leather interior, heated / 

cooled seats, bed liner, running boards, & More!

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ Diesel 4x4

$55,900

02
05

20
25

M
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Friendly  
cats  
looking for good 
& loving forever 
homes!
               Call  
      815-615-1171

HELP WANTED
The City of 
Amboy will 

be accepting 
applications 

for a part-
time seasonal 

mowing position. 
Applications may 

be picked up 
at the city hall. 
The deadline 

for turning in an 
application is 

4:00 p.m. Friday, 
March 28th.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an energetic 
get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping clients 
build their business, then you may be a perfect 
fit for a sales position with the Rochelle News-
Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will service 
current accounts and also cultivate new clients in 
the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern Illinois, 
helping them market their products and services 
through a variety of highly visible, popular and 
effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent 
communication and organizational skills with a 
positive personality and team-player approach. 
Previous media sales or related marketing 
experience is a plus, including print, digital and 
social media advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

FOR SALE
1900 

Studebaker 
Carriage
$850.00

1939 Sears 
Handyman 

Tractor
Call 815-246-4545

NEED A  
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would  
be glad to lend  
a helping hand! 
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LOCAL NEWS

Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy 

815-857-2525
Sublette Farmers Elevator 

100 W. Main St. • Sublette 
815-849-5222

Leffelman & Associates
Sublette – LaMoille -  Amboy 

815-857-2125

KSB Center for Health Services
305 E. Joe Drive • Amboy

815-857-3044
Dr. Davis Family Health Clinic

1212 Currency Ct. • Rochelle   
815-561-8500

1201 Meriden St. • Mendota  
815-538-1800

 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and  
Funeral Home 

1121 N. Galena • Dixon
815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com
  

The Amboy News 
703 Illinois Ave.  •  Mendota

815-539-9396

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St. • Mendota

815-878-3185

Erbes Realty, LLC 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 

815-535-6295 
Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net
Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette
(815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com 

Thrifty on Main 
202 E. Main St. • Amboy
Follow us on Facebook!

Gerdes Towing
U.S. Route 52 • Amboy

815-857-3722
815-499-4601

Amboy Veterinary Clinic
315 S. Mason Ave. • Amboy

815-857-2215

ATTORNEY

Ehrmann, Gehlbach, Badger & 
Considine, LLC
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon 
815-288-4949 • www.egbclaw.com

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette
 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy
815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by  
Joe and Jen Dewey
Orzech Auto Truck & Tow 
301 N. Richmond • Sublette
815-343-8047 

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette  
815-849-5223 
Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 
815-849-9010

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

The First National Bank in Amboy 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com
Member FDIC
First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 
815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

The Main Flower Shop
232 E. Main St. • Amboy
815-857-3545

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy
815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

Shell Express Lane 
342 N. Mason • Amboy
Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

Shady Oaks Country Club
577 US Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-5424 • shadyoakscc.com

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy
815-857-7020

INSURANCE
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

FLORAL/GIFTS

FUNERAL HOME

GOLF COURSE

HARDWARE/LUMBER

MEDICAL CLINIC

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING

PET GROOMING

REAL ESTATE

GROCERY STORE

Jones-Berry Lumber 
Co.

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING MATERIAL
1 South Commercial, Amboy, IL

815-857-2525

Save Time, 
Save money...

Hours:
 M - F 8 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3

 Sun. 10 -1

Serving The Amboy Area For 100 Years

MIHM-JONES 
FUNERAL 

HOME
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 

 815-857-2611
www.thejonesfh.com 

Patrick Jones Jr.  and Christopher Jones

Sales and Towing

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

THRIFT STORE

Mendota Pet Salon
Bathing • Grooming • Trimming

(815) 878-3185
2104 Main Street

Mendota, IL 61342

mendotapetsalon@gmail.commendotapetsalon@gmail.com

TOWING

VETERINARIAN



BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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43 S. East 
Ave.

Amboy, IL

43 S. East 
Ave.

Amboy, IL

SOUTH

WEST

Auburn - ErbEs rEAlty

uC sAn DiEgo - 

iowA st. - wooDhAvEn lAkEs rEAlty

Alst/sFu - 

tExAs A&M - sublEttE Collision

lispCoMb - 

louisvillE - JonEs bErry luMbEr

yAlE - 

MArquEttE - AMboy FooD AnD liquor

CrEighton - two sistErs on MAin

olE Miss - MAin FlowEr shop

nEw MExiCo - thE lAst AlArM

MiChigAn - sEnsiEnt FlAvors

sDsu/unC - 

MiCh. st. - MAzE luMbEr

bryAnt - 

FloriDA - MAin FlowEr shop

Colo. st. - 

tExAs tECh - sublEttE Collision CEntEr

norFolk st. - 

MArylAnD - AMboy FooD AnD liquor

unCw - 

uConn - MAzE luMbEr

grAnD CAnyon - 

kAnsAs - wooDhAvEn lAkEs rEAlty

oklAhoMA - JonEs bErry luMbEr

Missouri - thE lAst AlArM

ArkAnsAs - two sistErs on MAin

MEMphis - ErbEs rEAlty

DrAkE - 

st. John’s - sEnsiEnt FlAvors

oMAhA - 
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1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker

GRI

815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker
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AMBOY 
FOOD & 
LIQUOR

242 E. MAIn StREEt

 AMBOY IL. 61310
815-857-7020

Brian Florschuetz
344 US Rt. 52 Sublette, IL

815-849-9090
Email: 

sublettecollisioncenter
@yahoo.com

Brian Florschuetz
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Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S. Commercial Ave.
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(815)857-2525

Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
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(815)857-2525

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

AMBOY 
FOOD & 
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The Main The Main 
Flower ShopFlower Shop

         Like and follow us 
on        for specials and 

promotions
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232 East Main Street, Amboy

The Main The Main 
Flower ShopFlower Shop
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232 East Main Street, Amboy

Any type of property, 
Any time of the year.

www.woodhavenlakes.com

(815)849-5476

Bonita Willis,  
ABR, ePRO, C@EX, AHWD
Designated Managing Broker

Any type of property, 
Any time of the year.

www.woodhavenlakes.com

(815)849-5476

Bonita Willis,  
ABR, ePRO, C@EX, AHWD
Designated Managing Broker

234 E. Main St. 
Amboy

234 E. Main St. 
Amboy
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EAST

MIDWEST

Duke - Maze LuMber

Liberty - 

Wisconsin - WooDhaven Lakes reaLty

aMer/MtsM - 

arizona - subLette coLLision center

Montana - 

Miss st. - erbes reaLty

akron - 

saint Mary’s - tWo sisters on Main

bayLor - aMboy FooD anD Liquor

byu - Jones berry LuMber

vanDerbiLt - sensient FLavors 

oregon - the Last aLarM

vcu - 

aLabaMa - Main FLoWer shop

robert Morris -

houston - Jones berry LuMber 

Mcneese - 

kentucky - subLette coLLision

siue - 

purDue - aMboy FooD anD Liquor

troy - 

gonzaga - the Last aLarM

high point - 

ucLa - sensient FLavors 

georgia - WooDhaven Lakes reaLty

iLLinois - Maze LuMber

utah st - tWo sisters on Main 

cLeMson - Main FLoWer shop

teX/Xav - 

tennessee - erbes reaLty

WoFForD - 
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Managing Broker
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Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S. Commercial Ave.

Amboy, IL 61310
(815)857-2525

Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S. Commercial Ave.

Amboy, IL 61310
(815)857-2525

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

AMBOY 
FOOD & 
LIQUOR

242 E. MAIn StREEt

 AMBOY IL. 61310
815-857-7020

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com
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242 E. MAIn StREEt
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The Main The Main 
Flower ShopFlower Shop
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Any type of property, 
Any time of the year.

www.woodhavenlakes.com

(815)849-5476

Bonita Willis,  
ABR, ePRO, C@EX, AHWD
Designated Managing Broker

Any type of property, 
Any time of the year.

www.woodhavenlakes.com

(815)849-5476

Bonita Willis,  
ABR, ePRO, C@EX, AHWD
Designated Managing Broker

43 S. East 
Ave.

Amboy, IL

43 S. East 
Ave.

Amboy, IL

234 E. Main St. 
Amboy

234 E. Main St. 
Amboy
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$39,900 
211 S Appleton Ave, Amboy, IL 61310
This listing offers 4 adjacent lots located within 
walking distance to downtown. A perfect opportunity 
to build that dream home! Property is being sold 
“As Is”

Just  
Lis

ted!

Mary Lovgren
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road 03192025

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
March 24 - 28 

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Chicken parmesan pasta/marinara, Sicilian blend 
veggies, dices pears, whole grain dinner roll
Tuesday – Biscuits & gravy, hash brown potatoes, sausage 
patty, orange juice
Wednesday – Polish sausage on whole grain hot dog bun, 
sauerkraut, baked beans, potato wedges, chilled applesauce
Thursday – Beefaroni, California blend veggie, apricots, corn 
muffin
Friday – (A) Pepper steak/gravy, mashed potatoes, glazed 
carrots, wheat bread, mandarin oranges; (B) Turkey/
vegetable

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

BLOOMINGTON – 
Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity’s Dean’s List for 
the fall semester of the 
2024-25 academic year 
consisted of 827 stu-
dents from 31 states and 
28 countries, including 
Mallory Powers of Am-
boy and Bella Pinter of 
LaMoille.

To qualify for the 
Dean’s List, students must 
earn a GPA of 3.50 or better 
during the semester, based 
on 4.0 for straight As.

Founded in 1850, Illi-

nois Wesleyan is a nation-
ally recognized, highly 
selective liberal arts uni-
versity. The University is 
exclusively undergradu-
ate and enrolls approx-
imately 1,700 students 
from across the nation and 
around the globe. Illinois 
Wesleyan prides itself on 
producing graduates who 
are well-rounded, broadly 
educated individuals with 
a spirit of inquiry who 
can successfully adapt to 
the demands of a rapidly 
changing, complex world.

Mallory Powers makes
Wesleyan’s Dean’s List

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – The University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville awarded diplomas to approximately 400 
undergraduate students in its winter commencement 
ceremony held December 14, 2024.   

Among the graduates were:
Amboy: Kathryn Noble, elementary education
Dixon: Lucas Ely, engineering technology manage-

ment; Jonathan Rhodes, civil engineering

UW-Platteville announces graduates

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. –  The University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville announces its Dean’s List, honoring those 
full-time students who earned a grade-point average of 
3.75 and above in the fall 2024 semester.

This semester’s Dean’s List includes Kathryn No-
ble, from Amboy, studying elementary education, and 
Maddy Verdick, from Dixon, studying supply chain 
management.

Noble, Verdick named to 
UW-Platteville Dean’s List

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – The University of Wis-
consin-Platteville announced its Chancellor’s List, 
honoring those with a perfect 4.0 grade-point average 
for the fall 2024 semester.

Amboy High School graduate Kathryn Noble, 
who is studying elementary education at Platteville, 
finished the fall semester with a 4.0 GPA to make the 
Chancellor’s List. 

Kathryn Noble earns spot on
UW-Platteville Chancellor’s List

AURORA – Aurora 
University has named 
Kimber Zitelman of Am-
boy to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2024 semester. 

Zitelman, majoring in 
criminal justice, fit the 
Dean’s List requirement 
of being a full-time under-
graduate student who has 
earned a 3.6 grade-point 
average or higher.

Founded in 1893, Au-
rora University is a four-
year, private, nonprofit, 
accredited higher edu-
cation institution located 
on a 39-acre campus 
in Aurora, the second 

largest city in Illinois. 
The university serves ap-
proximately 4,100 under-
graduate students across 
more than 60 academic 
programs. 

More than 1,800 grad-
uate students are enrolled 
at the institution as well. 
AU leadership, faculty, 
and staff are committed to 
the success of AU students, 
offering strong academic 
support programs and 
learning opportunities 
that prepare students to 
achieve their goals after 
graduation. Learn more 
at aurora.edu.

Kimber Zitelman recognized
by Aurora University

A M E S ,  I o w a 
– More than 11,500 
Iowa State University 
students have been rec-
ognized for outstand-
ing academic achieve-
ment by being named to 
the fall semester 2024 
Dean›s List.

Students named to 
the Dean’s List must 
earn a grade point av-
erage of at least 3.50 
on a 4.00 scale while 
carrying a minimum 
of 12 credit hours of 
graded course work.

This semester ’s 
Dean’s List includes 
students from Dixon 
and Lee.

Dixon: Ana Jun-
german, freshman, 
human development 
and family studies; 
Marcus Wil l iams, 
junior, communica-
tion studies; Quinten 
Williams, freshman, 
business exploratory 
undergraduate.

Lee: Lucas Wood-
bury, senior, biological 
systems engineering.

Dixon, Lee alums make
Iowa State’s Dean’s List

DES MOINES, 
Iowa – The following 
local students have 
been named to the 
President’s and Dean’s 
Lists at Drake Univer-
sity.

To be eligible for the 
President’s List, stu-
dents must have earned 
a perfect 4.0 GPA 
during the Fall 2024 
semester at Drake.

Matthew Dinwid-
die, from Amboy, made 
the President’s List for 
his studies in the Col-
lege of Business.

 To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List, students 
must have earned a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher 
during the Fall 2024 
semester at Drake.

 Samantha Tourtil-
lott, from Dixon, who 
is studying arts and sci-
ences, earned her name 
on the Dean’s List.

 Drake University 
is recognized as one 
of the finest national 
liberal arts univer-
sities. A distinctive 
and distinguished pri-

vate university in Des 
Moines, Iowa, Drake 
enrolls nearly 3,000 
undergraduate and 
more than 1,800 grad-
uate students. Students 
choose from more than 
70 majors, minors, and 
concentrations and 
20 graduate degrees 
offered through seven 
colleges and schools. 

In addition, Drake 
offers a range of con-
tinuing education pro-
grams serving working 
professionals, com-
munity members, and 
area businesses. Drake 
recognizes the impor-
tance of its location 
in Iowa’s capital city 
and seeks to connect 
its teaching and learn-
ing to the wealth of 
cultural, recreational, 
and business resourc-
es it provides. At the 
same time, it weaves 
global thinking and 
intercultural learning 
into everything it does, 
preparing students to 
lead in an increasingly 
interconnected world.

Amboy’s Dinwiddie named to Drake 
University President’s List; 
Dixon’s Tourtillott makes Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. – 
Just over 2,000 students 
received degrees during 
the University of Wis-
consin-Madison Winter 
2024 Commencement 
at the Kohl Center on 
December 15, 2024. 

Brody Willstead, of 
Franklin Grove, gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in economics.

Nearly 1,400 of the 
graduates took part in 
the ceremony at the 
Kohl  Center,  where 
commencement speak-
e r  a n d  “ To p  C h e f : 
Wi s c o n s i n ”  f i n a l i s t 
Dan  Jacobs  donned 
a Badgers apron and 
demonstrated on stage 
how to spatchcock and 
roast a chicken during 
the ceremony.

“[This] might be one 
of the most important 
lessons you ever learn,” 
Jacobs told a chuckling 
audience.  “Everyone 
should be able to make 
a good roast chicken.”

While the tutorial 
offered a light-hearted 
nugget of useful advice, 
Jacobs made sure to 
also pepper the gradu-
ates with guidance they 
could apply to their ca-
reers and relationships 
following graduation: 
remain curious and open 
to new experiences.

“The thing I  love 
most about cooking is 
that the learning never 
stops; as chefs, we’re 
constant ly evolving, 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  a n d 
refining our style,” said 
Jacobs. “That endless 
curiosity is what keeps 
us inspired. Take that 
same thirst for knowl-
edge and apply it to 
whatever you’re pas-
sionate about.”

Student speaker Saw-
yer Getschman was one 
of 1,545 bachelor’s de-
gree recipients follow-
ing the fall 2024 semes-

ter. An additional 373 
students earned mas-
ter’s degrees and 116 
students were awarded 
doctoral degrees, for a 
total of 2,034 graduates. 
Getschman, who earned 
her bachelor’s in East 
Asian languages and 
cultures, said she nearly 
left UW-Madison after 
a freshman year marred 
by the pandemic.

“A hundred  l i t t l e 
reasons made me stay, 
but the main one was 
the people,” said Get-
schman. “We have en-
countered so much un-
certainty and oddity in 
our college careers, but 
we have come out on 
the other side, stronger 
and with better stories 
to tell because of it.”

One powerful source 
of strength that Chan-
c e l l o r  J e n n i f e r  L . 
Mnookin highlighted 
in her remarks before 
the audience of more 
than 7,500 graduates, 
friends and relatives 
centered on “the in-
c r e d i b l e  v a r i e t y  o f 
people” that the grad-
uates met, lived with 
and worked alongside 
every day during their 
time in Madison.

Mnookin implored 
the graduates to hold 
onto that cooperative 
spirit as they entered 
t h e i r  n e x t  c h a p t e r , 
whether it be a new 
career, continuing ed-
ucation or something 
else.

“You are ready,” said 
Mnookin. “You have 
had experiences here 
that you will be able to 
draw upon in whatever 
comes next for you. 
You are prepared, not 
only by your academic 
experiences here but 
a l so  by  you r  many 
engagements with our 
communi ty  and  one 
another.” 

Brody Willstead graduates 
from University of Wisconsin

MINNEAPOLIS / ST. 
PAUL, Minn. – The follow-
ing students have been named 
to the 2024 fall semester 
Dean’s List at the University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities.

Emma Jones, a sopho-
more from Dixon, made 

the Dean’s List with her 
studies in the College of 
Liberal Arts.

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, a student must com-
plete 12 or more letter-grad-
ed credits while attaining a 
3.66 grade point average.

Emma Jones makes Twin Cities Dean’s List

MALTA – Ellucian, the leading higher education 
technology solutions provider, announced Kishwaukee 
College has gone live with Colleague SaaS, a cloud-
based Student Information System and Enterprise 
Resource Planning, suite leveraging an AI-powered 
platform that delivers solutions for comprehensive 
student, human resources, and finance management. 

Integrated across departments and systems, the new 
platform scales resources to drive student success. As an 
Ellucian customer for nearly 20 years, Kish’s migration 
to Colleague SaaS unlocks improved user experiences 
and optimizes workflows for its community of 4,000-
plus students and 320-plus staff in northern Illinois. 

“We are thrilled to see Kishwaukee College now 
running their operations in the cloud with Colleague 
SaaS,” said Ellucian Chief Product and Technology 
Officer, Mike Wulff. “This migration marks a significant 
milestone in Kish’s digital transformation journey, en-
abling the college to serve its students more effectively. 
This modernization streamlines the college’s technology 
operations and empowers the institution to innovate 
and adapt as the higher education landscape evolves.” 

The successful implementation of Colleague SaaS 
aligns with Kishwaukee College’s strategic plan, sup-
porting initiatives to drive student success, institutional 
effectiveness, and resource management. By centralizing 
resources and integrating systems, the new ERP and SIS 
enhance student lifecycle management from admissions 

to graduation by creating more efficient processing and 
user experiences for staff. 

This transformation positions the College for the 
future, ensuring continued excellence and advancing 
its mission to improve lives through equitable, stu-
dent-centered education. 

“The power of Colleague SaaS has been transforma-
tive for our institution,” said Robert McGarry, executive 
director of campus operations and technology at Kish. 
“The smooth implementation process ensured we could 
seamlessly transition to the new system without disrupt-
ing our operations. This platform empowers our faculty 
and staff with intuitive tools and centralized information, 
allowing us to support our students better and remain 
responsive to the priorities of our community.”

All Ellucian officers are excited about the union.
“Congratulations to Kishwaukee College, a remark-

ably impactful and mission-driven community college, 
on successfully going live with Colleague SaaS,” said 
Kelly Rogan, chief operating officer at Ellucian. “This 
achievement highlights the strong collaboration between 
Ellucian and Kishwaukee teams. With this new SaaS 
SIS and ERP, the college is well-prepared to support 
their students now and in the future.” 

For more information on Ellucian solutions, visit: 
https://www.ellucian.com/solutions/all-products.  

ABOUT KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE 
Since 1968, Kishwaukee College has served students 

and community members through programs and ser-
vices that help improve lives by providing equitable, 
student-centered education. Located in rural Malta, 
IL, Kishwaukee College offers five transfer degrees 
and more than 65 career/occupational degrees and 
certificates. 

Kishwaukee College goes live on Ellucian
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Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured • Gutter 
Cleaning • Stump Grinding

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 228-6252

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

03
05

20
25

Time for yard 
cleanups!

ConcreteArteaga

Your Trusted Experts in Quality Concrete Work
We Bring Expereince, Reliability and Craftmanship to 

Every Project!

FREE ESTIMATES!
(815) 228-6252

DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS AND PATIOS

03
05

20
25

Where 
Solid Work 

Meets Solid 
Prices

815-671-1542815-671-1542

LAWN CARE LAWN CARE 
YOU LOVEYOU LOVE

Prices you can affordPrices you can afford

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

GENE’S LAWN SERVICEGENE’S LAWN SERVICE
Garden Design • Lawn Maintenance • Tree Trimming 

Mowing • Landscape Design • And More!

GLS92076@gmail.comGLS92076@gmail.com

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

March 24
NO SCHOOL
AHS Varsity Softball 
& Baseball (H) 
Pecatonica-4:30 pm

March 25
NO SCHOOL

March 26
NO SCHOOL

March 27
NO SCHOOL
AHS Varsity Softball @ 

Marquette-4:30 pm

March 28
NO SCHOOL
AHS Fresh/Soph 
Girls & Boys Track @ 
Westwood-4:30 pm

March 29
AHS Baseball (H) Mercer 
County-Varsity-11:00/FS-
1:00

SPORTS

SPRINGFIELD 
– Amboy sophomore 
Caiden Heath and fresh-
man Aden Spinelli had 
the opportunity to wres-
tle Saturday and Sun-
day, March 15-16 at 
the Bank of Springfield 
Center in downtown of 
the state capital in part 
of the Illinois Wrestling 
Coaches and Officials 

Association.
Heath finished fourth 

in the 138-pound brack-
et, while Spinelli fell in 
the third round of the 
101-pound consolation 
bracket.

Both grapplers won 
IWCOA regional cham-
pionships, Heath won a 
sectional and Spinelli 
took fourth at sectional.  

Heath places fourth at 
IWCOA State Championships

AMBOY – Enroute to a trip to the IHSA Class 1A 
Hinckley-Big Rock Sectional Championship, the Amboy 
girls basketball team received four bids on the All-North-
west Upstate Illini Conference South Division Team.

Seniors Tyrah Vaessen and Addison Pertell were 
named to the first team, junior Bella Yanos joined the 
second team, and senior Emily Sachs was honorable 
mention.

Accompanying Vaessen and Pertell on the first 
team were Eastland’s Olivia Klinefelter (senior) and 
Morgan McCullough (junior), Polo junior Camrynn 

Jones, and Morrison senior Camryn Veltrop.
Also on the second team was Fulton junior 

Haley Smither, Morrison senior Kaylee Pruis, 
Ashton-Franklin Center senior Audree Dorn, 
Eastland junior Sienna Peterson, and Polo junior 
Carlee Grobe.

The honorable mentions featured AFC’s Reese 
Polk (junior) and Cameryn Winterland (senior), 
Eastland junior Tatum Grim, Fulton senior Kylie 
Smithers, Milledgeville juniors Loren Meiners and 
Addison Janssen, and Polo junior Laynie Mandrell.

Lady Clippers land four on All-NUIC South Team

AMBOY – Senior 
Eddie Jones not only 
set a milestone of scor-
ing 1,000-plus career 
points by finishing 
fifth in Amboy boys 
basketball history with 
1,192 points, but he 
also made some noise 
in the conference.

Jones was named to 
the Northwest Upstate 

Illini Conference South 
Division First Team for 
his excellence through-
out the duration of the 
season.

Also representing 
Amboy on the all-con-
ference team were se-
nior Quinn Leffelman 
and junior Ezra Parker, 
who were both honor-
able mention. 

Jones makes NUIC South First Team;
Leffelman, Parker honorable mention

SPRINGFIELD – The 2025 
Illinois spring trout fishing season 
will open Saturday, April 5 at 58 
ponds, lakes, and streams throughout 
the state.

An early opportunity at select 
trout sites – the spring catch-and-
release fishing season – will open 
Saturday, March 22. No trout may 
be kept during the catch-and-release 
period, but anglers can keep trout 
after the opening of the regular 
season beginning April 5. The 
daily harvest limit for each angler 
is five trout.

The Illinois Catchable Trout Pro-
gram receives funding support by 
those who use the program through 
the sale of inland trout stamps. 
The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources stocks more than 80,000 
rainbow trout each year in bodies 
of water where trout fishing is per-
mitted during the spring season. 
An additional 80,000 trout will be 
stocked for the fall trout season, 

which begins in October.
New for 2025: 

In McHenry County, spring trout 
will be stocked into Rush Creek 
Pond in Harvard due to ongoing 
construction that will prohibit 
stocking at Lake Atwood in McHen-
ry County.

In Macon County, spring and fall 
trout will continue to be stocked in 
Cattail Pond at Rock Springs Nature 
Center for the foreseeable future 
and not at Sportsmans Club Pond.  

In Wayne County, spring trout 
will be stocked at Turkey Run Shel-
ter Pond at Sam Dale Lake State 
Fish and Wildlife Area because the 
trout pond continues to undergo re-
habilitation. Signs directing anglers 
to the temporary site will be posted.

For the 2025 spring trout season, 
no trout may be taken from any 
stocked sites between March 15 and 
the season opening at 5 a.m. April 
5. Anyone attempting to harvest 
trout before the legal harvest season 

opening will be issued citations. 
For information about all site 

regulations, anglers should contact 
individual sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. Not all 
sites are open for trout catch-and-
release season and not all sites open 
at 5 a.m. opening day. 

The spring trout season offers 
opportunities for families to get out-
doors and enjoy fishing. Resources 
are available online for taking youth 
fishing. All anglers, including those 
who intend to release fish caught 
before April 5, must have a fishing 
license and an inland trout stamp 
unless they are younger than 16, 
blind or disabled, or are an Illinois 
resident on leave from active duty 
in the Armed Forces. 

Fishing licenses and trout stamps 
can be purchased by using a credit 
card online. Visit ifishillinois.
org for more information on trout 
seasons and other Illinois fishing 
opportunities.

Illinois spring trout season opens April 5 at 58 locations statewide

SPRINGFIELD - Hunters in Illinois harvested a 
preliminary record statewide total of 1,045 wild tur-
keys during the 2024-2025 fall archery turkey season. 
The total compares last year’s harvest of 803 and the 
5-year average of 763 birds harvested. The previous 
record total for fall archery season was in 2015 when 
851 turkeys were taken.

This season 27,422 permits were sold (excluding land-

owner permits) compared to 25,741 for the 2023-2024 
season. The season dates were Oct. 1, 2024 through Jan. 
19, 2025 and all 102 counties were open for hunting.

Harvest reports were 51% male and 49% female 
compared to 54% males and 46% hens last year. A 
total of 62% of hunters reported using crossbows 
versus 37% using compound bows and 1% using 
traditional bows.

The top five counties for fall archery wild turkey 
harvest this season were Fayette, 37; Jefferson, 28; Pike, 
25; Marion, 24; and Jo Daviess, 23.

Lee County had a harvest of 22 wild turkeys in 
2024-25, which is an increase from last season’s nine. 
La Salle County had an increase as well rising from 
nine in 2023-24 to 15 this year. Whiteside County rose 
from 11 to 18. 

Fall archery season yields record harvest of 1,045 wild turkeys; 
Lee County increased from nine to 22 

Are you happy
with the 

Chicago Bears
offseason moves?
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Reg. Price $1.99 eaReg. Price $8.69 ea Reg. Price $6.29 ea

Velveeta Cheese
32 oz

64 oz

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Now AcceptingNow Accepting
EBT Link CardsEBT Link Cards

Grocery delivery for disabled & senior
citizens - in town only.

Sale Prices Valid March 19th – March 25th • Limited Quantities • While Supplies Last

PRODUCE

HOT BUYS

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale Priced Valid March 19th - March 25th

Reg. Price $7.69 ea

Reg. Price $3.59 ea

$$129$$449999

99¢ $$222929

$$114949

Reg. Price $6.29 ea

Reg. Price $15.99 ea Reg. Price $4.69 ea Reg. Price $3.69 ea

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

Reg. Price $11.49 ea

Reg. Price $3.69 ea

Reg. Price $8.99 ea

Reg. Price $2.09 ea

$699

$$224949

$$229999

Reg. Price $5.99 ea

$1299 $399

Reg. Price $4.99 ea

Reg. Price $8.69 ea

Soup Is Back At TheSoup Is Back At The
Amboy Deli!Amboy Deli!

Reg. Price $3.99 ea

Clementines

Ale Haus Pizza

Hormel Party Tray Smithfield Prime Fresh
Lunch Meat

Daisy
Cottage Cheese

Ritz Crackers

Hostess DonettesHostess Donettes

Ragù Sauce

Kellogg’s Eggo

Kemps Ice Cream Doritos, Fritos or
Cheetos

Pepsi Products

USDA Choice
T-Bone Steak

Wisconsin Russet
Potatoes

Avocados Whole or Sliced
White Mushrooms

Roma Tomatoes

Onions Yellow Romaine HeartsJumbo Black
Seedless Grapes

NEW
HOURS! Store Hours

Everyday, 7am-10pm
Deli Hours

Everyday, 9am - 7pm

$$229999

$349

$299

$999

4/$5$399$499$799$299

2/$52/$3

$$199

28 oz 7 or 8 oz 24.46 to 24.48 oz

24 oz

13.7 oz

9.5 to 11.25 oz
28 to 40 oz

16 to 24 oz

8.4 to 14.8 oz

24.3 to 29.9 oz
8 to 9.25 oz (Mix & Match)

48 oz 12 Pkg Cans

Reg. Price $14.99 lb

Cosmic Crisp
Apples Per LB

Per LB

Per LB
3 LB Bag

3 LB Bag

1 LB Pkg 3 Pk

$$229999

Strawberries

Reg. Price $4.99 ea

Deli Special Combo
Green River
Bomb Burger with
Fries and Chips

$$999999

2/$2/$88 $$669999

$399

International DelightInternational Delight
Coffee CreamerCoffee Creamer
32 oz32 oz

2/$2/$99

Totino’s Pizza Rolls

Barilla Pasta
12 or 16 oz

USDA Choice Angus
Sirloin Steak

Reg. Price $10.99 lb

$$12129999

Heinz Ketchup
31 or 38 oz

Powerade
Assorted

Stouffer’s
Family Size Entrees

8 oz

Fries and Chips

$8HOT
DEAL

HOT
DEAL

HOT
DEAL

HOT
DEAL

HOT
DEAL

lb

lb

lbea

ea

ea ea ea ea

ea ea ea

ea ea ea

ea ea ea ea

ea

$$889999

ea

eaeaeaea

eaealblblblb

$$779999
Reg. Price $6.29 ea

8 to 9.25 oz (Mix & Match)

5 LB Bag

Reg. Price $5.49 lb

$$449999

BBQ Butterfly
Pork Chops

lblb
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