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Palatine man pleads qguilty to 1st

degree murder of Rochelle woman

Devin K. Gibbons, 28, passed away Sept. 18,
2022 at 7th Avenue residence in Rochelle

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON—InaFeb.
28 press release, Ogle
County State’s Attorney
Mike Rock announced
thata29-year-old Palatine
man pleaded guilty to the
charge offirstdegree mur-
der of a Rochelle woman
in 2022.

Gary C. Freeman, 29,
of Palatine was then sen-
tenced to serve 35 years in
the Illinois Department of
Corrections.

On Sept. 18, 2022 at
10:46 a.m. Rochelle Fire
and Police Departments
were dispatched to an
apartment located at 503
7th Ave. for smoke in a
residence. Upon entry into
the residence, fire person-
nel located a deceased fe-
male. The fire was deemed
suspicious, and additional
investigators arrived on
scene.

The victim was identi-
fied as Devin K. Gibbons,
28, of Rochelle. During
the course of the inves-
tigation, Freeman was
developed as a suspect. In
March 2023, Freeman was
arrested in Schaumburg
and transported to the Ogle
County Jail and charged

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Gary C. Freeman, 29, of Palatine was then
sentenced to serve 35 years in the lllinois
Department of Corrections.

with four counts of first degree murder, one count
of residential arson and one count of concealment
of a homicidal death.

Freeman was sentenced by Judge Anthony W.
Peska. His term of imprisonment will be served
at 100 percent and is followed by three years of
mandatory supervised release. The plea of guilty
followed an extensive criminal investigation and
prosecution. Rochelle Police Department led the
investigation. Rock and Assistant State’s Attorneys
Allison Huntley and Heather Kruse handled the
prosecution.

See MURDER CHARGE page 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In a
letter to the community on
Feb. 24, From the Heart
President and Founder
Dave Eckhardt said the
organization would be
ceasing operations after
18 years.

From the Heart raises
money for nine area non-
profits: the Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
HOPE of Ogle County,
Rochelle Christian Food
Pantry, Pegasus Special
Riders, Hub City Senior
Center, Shining Star Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center,
CASA, Community Ac-
tion Network (CAN) and
Foundation for Focus
House. It most recently

(COURTESY PHOTO)
In a letter to the community on Feb. 24, From the
Heart President and Founder Dave Eckhardt said the
organization would be ceasing operations after 18
years.

From the Heart to cease
operations after 18 years

held its 17th annual gala
on Feb. 1 and saw record
attendance and tied a fund-
raising record of $90,000.
Each of From the Heart’s
member organizations
will receive a final check
for $10,000 from this
year’s gala.

“With sad but grateful
hearts, we announce that
after 18 very successful
years, From The Heart is
ending our fabulous run,”
Eckhardt’slettersaid. “We
could not have done it
withoutall of our generous
donors. I’d also like to
thank all the groups and
their directors who helped
make our fundraiser the
success it was.

See FROM THE
HEART page 2

Ogle County farmers in need of moisture, seeking

clarity on Farm Bill and federal changes
‘These farmers are going to have to

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

have a really sharp pencil this year’
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OGLE COUNTY — After a dry fall, Ogle
County farmers have seen lower-than-expected
moisture over the wintermonths so far, Ogle County
Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said Feb. 26.

Kern said farmers are currently finalizing input
costs for the year and preparing planters to get crops
into the ground likely in early April or late March
depending on the weather. Fertilizer application
will take place before that.

“We’re dry headed into spring and we could
probably use some moisture in the next month to
recharge the soil,” Kern said. “We’re not critical-
ly dry, but we are dry. It doesn’t sound like it in
April, but when we get to July, that will make a
difference.”

Ogle County farmers are currently awaiting
a new federal Farm Bill, which Congress passes

s :‘ ¥ R -:' i
(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
After a dry fall, Ogle County farmers have seen lower-than-expected moisture
over the winter months so far, Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said

Feb. 26.

every five years to set comprehensive agricultural
programs and policies. The current Farm Bill,
passedin 2018, has been extended for a year twice,
most recently in December. The federal Farm
Bill allocates funding for crop insurance, disaster
assistance and conservation programs for farmers.

Kernsaidthatinanew Farm Bill, farmers would
like to see adjustments on payment price points,
particularly with current commaodity prices being
lower than desired. They would also like to see
adjustments to the crop insurance program, along
with conservation initiatives that include grant
money, and research dollars put towards devel-
oping domestic uses for commodities so the U.S.
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is less dependent on the export market.

“The farm bill affects every farmer
in one way or another,” Kern said. “The
bottom line is, we really do need to
get in there and start getting our hands
dirty and working on getting bipartisan
agreement on a new farm bill that’s more
reflective of modern agriculture and some
of these price points. The thing is, you

have a new senate and a new house ag
committee and chairman. There’s some
getting used to each other there. And
with the new Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) it’s hard to really say
what kind of a farm bill package we’ll be
looking at here.

See FARMERS page 8
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MURDER CHARGE: Palatine man pleads guilty in death of Rochelle woman

From page 1

“I would like to thank
the Rochelle Police Depart-
ment’s Detective Sgt. John
Kaltenbach (retired) and
Detective Elvis Baneski
and Assistant State’s Attor-
neys Allison Huntley and
Heather Kruse fortheirhard
work on this case,” Rock
said in the press release.

Back at a March 2023
press conference in Ro-
chelle, Rock said that Gib-
bons and Freeman knew
each other prior to the
murder and that officials
believed she was already
deceased before the fire.
RPD narrowed its inves-
tigative search to Freeman
within a short amount of
time.

The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office, Illinois State
Police, State Fire Marshal’s
Office, The Red Cross,
[llinois State Police Crime
Scene Investigators, Ogle
County Coroner’s Office,
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection
District, Federal Bureau
of Investigation (Rock-
ford and Chicago Offices),
Schaumburg Police De-
partment, Palatine Police
Department, Sterling Police
Department and Shining
Star Children’s Advocacy
Center assisted with the
investigation.

""'Ml\li\‘“‘

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Back at a March 2023 press conference in Rochelle, Ogle County State’s Attorney Rock said that Gibbons and Freeman knew each other
prior to the murder and that officials believed she was already deceased before the fire. RPD narrowed its investigative search to Freeman
within a short amount of time.

FROM THE HEART: Rochelle organization has raised around $900,000 over its run

From page 1

“I"d like to send a very
special thank you out to
Chuck Watkins, Sarah Fla-
nagan,and TonjaGreenfield
for all their hard work be-
hind the scenes, they work
tireless hours volunteering
theirtime every yeartoraise
money for these nonprofits.
Thank you, Rochelle, for
18 very successful years of
From The Heart.”

Foundation for Focus
House Executive Director
Jeni Hardin handles public
relations for From the Heart
and said Feb. 25 that the
decision to end From the
Heart was not made lightly.
The organization will also
be ending its yearly cash
calendar sales.

“There were a lot of
reasons,” Hardin said. “The
thought process had been
ongoing for a few months
and Dave and Chuck have
been doing this for 18 years.
It takes a lot of work to put
the eventon each yearalong
witheverythingelse. Every-
bodyjustgottired. [tbecame
hardertofind volunteers. We

hadarecord year with atten-
dance this year and raised
$90,000 and Dave wanted
to go out on top. It was not
an easy decision to make.”

Hardin also worked with
From the Heart as a director
of one of its recipient orga-
nizations. From the Heart
raised around $900,000 over
its 18 years. It started out
raising $30,000 in its first
year forthree areanonprofits
and grew to have nine bene-
fiting nonprofits and raised
$90,000 in each of its final
two years.

Hardon called being
part of From the Heart “an
honor.”

“As a group, they just
worked tremendously to
raise money for Focus
House and the other non-
profits,” Hardin said. “Ac-
ceptingthecheck everyyear
for my organization was so
incredible. [twas humbling.
The work was done by peo-
ple that didn’t have to help.
It’s getting harder to raise
money today and knowing
there was a group like From
the Heart was great. It’ll
be a hard loss and a hit to

the foundation. Hopefully
something else like this
comes along in the future.”

From the Heart’s board
is made up of Eckhardt,
Watkins, Flanagan, and
Greenfield along with the
directors of the nine non-
profits. Hardin said that
along with their work, the
community’s support is
what made From the Heart
thrive for 18 years.

“We’re very aware of
the fact that From the Heart
couldn’t have happened
without the support of the
community,” Hardin said.
“We had sponsors and com-
munity members step up to
help. Planning the gala was
a year-round job. 18 years
and around $900,000 raised
does nothappen withoutthe
community.”

From the Heart’s cash
calendars also became a
staple of the community
over the years with area
residents donating $20
to have a chance at daily
prizes throughout the year.
Thatmoney became supple-
mental funding for Fromthe
Heart, helping out with its

large gala event that includ-
eddinner, games, prizesand
silentand liveauctionitems.
The Rochelle Rotary
Club was the sponsor of
the From the Heart cash
calendars, which were sold
by Rotary members.
Hardin said work on
From the Heart’s gala and
operations took place year
round, and that it will be
strange for her not to be a
partofitinthe coming year.

“My office won’t be
filled with auction bas-
kets for it in the winter
anymore,” Hardin said.
“Dave is emotional about
this and it’s bittersweet for
him. He lives and breathes
From the Heart. It just ran
its course. Maybe it’s time
for something else.”

Hardin thanked Eck-
hardt, Watkins, Flanagan,
Greenfield and everyone
else that helped with From

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Foundation for Focus House Executive Director Jeni Hardin handles public
relations for From the Heart and said Feb. 25 that the decision to end From the
Heart was not made lightly. The organization will also be ending its yearly cash
calendar sales.

the Heart over its 18-year
run.

“Thepeople of this com-
munity are amazing,” Har-
dinsaid. “Dave deserves so
much praise. He has such a
love forthe community and
apassion for helping others.
He didn’t make this deci-
sion lightly. He deserves
all of the thanks and praise
for helping raise almost $1
million for the community
over 18 years.”

Illinois students could benefit from UNI proposal to offer in-state tuition

CEDAR FALLS,
Iowa — The University of
Northern lowa is taking a
boldstep to benefitstudents

across the Midwest with a
plan to offer in-state tuition
to students in all six states
bordering Iowa, including
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[linois.

This initiative, pend-
ing approval by the lowa
Legislature, aims to help
students from neighboring
states access affordable,
high-quality education
while enhancing work-
force-ready skills and ad-
dressing job shortages in
Towa.

UNI remains the most

affordablepublicinstitution
in lowa and has long been
recognized for helping
first-generation college
students achieve their ed-
ucational and professional
goals. It is consistently
rankedNo.2onU.S. News
and World Report’s annual
list of the Best Regional
Public Universities in the
Midwest, underscoring

Saturday, March 22, 2025
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LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center
1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

02262025

UNI’s ongoing commit-
ment to academic excel-
lence and student success.

In 2024, the David W.
Wilson College of Busi-
ness continued its long
streak of being named a
Best Business School by
the Princeton Review for
more than a decade. The
Wilson College of Busi-
ness is accredited by the
Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of
Business International,
a distinction that can be
boasted by fewer than
5% of business schools
worldwide.

UNI continues to be
widely recognized for its
esteemed reputation in
teacher education. More
than 10,000 educators
can trace their roots back
to UNI as the institution
ranks in the top 1% of
teacher education pro-
grams nationwide in terms
of size and quality.

In addition to these
signature programs, UNI
launched its standalone
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing program in 2024
to help supply the Mid-

west with more health
care professionals. UNI
also boasts three new
engineering programs: a
Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering
Technology, a Bachelor
of Science in Materials
Science & Engineering,
and a Bachelor of Science
in Materials Science Engi-
neering Technology.

By drawing in students
from neighboring states
and providing them with
a high-quality education
at an affordable cost, UNI
plays a pivotal role in
attracting young profes-
sionals who will choose
to build their careers and
lives in our region.

The University of
Northern Iowa will wel-
come its 150th class of
students in August 2025
as the institution cele-
brates its sesquicentennial
over the next two years.
The Iowa State Normal
School was established in
1876 and has consistently
evolvedtomeetthe chang-
ing needs of students and
the workforce in lowa and
the Midwest.
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Steven William
‘Steve’ J uhfs

SHOREWOOD —
Steven William “Steve”
Julifs, 57, of Shorewood,
IL, and formerly of Ro-
chelle, passed away un-
expectedly at home on
Friday, February 28,2025,
with his loving wife by his
side, following a coura-
geous battle with cancer.

Born May 13, 1967,
in Milwaukee, WI, he
was the son of Harold
William and Sandra Jean
(Walters) Julifs. He lived
in Stevens Point, WI, be-
fore moving to Rochelle,
IL, in 1972. He graduated
from Rochelle Township
High School in 1985 and
received his bachelor’s
degree in Marketing from
Western Illinois Universi-
ty in 1989.

Steve had a long career
in sales at companies like
American Computer Re-
pair, Hoerbiger Corpora-
tion, and mostrecently op-
erating his own insurance
agency that specialized in
Medicare Health Plans.

Steve had a big heart
and made friends any-
where he went. He could
effortlessly strike up a
meaningful conversation
with someone he just met
as well as lifelong friends.

Steve was very handy,
mechanically inclined,
and was unafraid to tackle
any new project or learn
a new skill. He enjoyed a
wide range ofinterests but
especially loved kayaking,

his garden, following the
Chicago Cubs and Chi-
cago Bears, and fishing.
His excellent barbeque
cooking will be just one of
the many things abouthim
that will be dearly missed.

Steve was a loving
and devoted husband and
father. His best friend,
James Arndorfer, was like
abrotherto him. Steve will
be greatly missed by all
that he touched through
his short life.

Steve is survived by
his beloved wife, Kim-
berly (Hoshell) Julifs;
daughters, Heather (Jus-
tin) McCarthy of Hill-
sboro, OR, and Holly
Julifs of Winston-Salem,
NC; his wife’s children,
Sara Hoshell of Aurora,
IL, and R. J. (Jessica)
Hoshell of Glen Ellyn, IL;
his grandchildren, Peyton
and Reece McCarthy,
Natalie Hoshell, and Ray
IIT and Cole Hoshell; his
mother, Sandra Julifs of
Sterling, IL; his brother,
David (Roxann) Julifs
of Torrance, CA; and his
nieces, Danielle Julifs of
Salt Lake City, UT, and
Rebecca Julifs of Roch-
ester, NY.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Har-
old, in August 2024, and
his infant sister, Kathryn
Margrete.

Visitation for Steve will
be held Friday, March 7,
2025, from 3:00 until the

time of funeral services

at 6:00 p.m., at the Fred
C. Dames Funeral Home,
3200 Black Road, Joliet.
Cremation rites will be
accorded following ser-
vices and interment will
be private.

For those unable to
attend the service, the
family hasarrangedto live
stream the services on Fri-
day, March 7,2025 at6:00
p.m. Please click on this
link https://youtube.com/
live/DI9XYQVNaml?-
feature=share and follow
the instructions to show
your support for them at
a time when you cannot
be physically present but
your thoughts, prayers,
and connection are with
them.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made
to the American Cancer
Society (www.cancer.org)
and/orthe M. D. Anderson
Cancer Center (www.
mdanderson.org).

For more information,
pleasecall (815)741-5500
orvisithis Memorial Trib-
ute at www.fredcdames.
com.

Marilu Marie
Montgomery

LECANTO, Fla. —
Marilu Marie Montgom-
ery, passed away peace-
fully on the evening of
January 26", 2025. She
was comfortable, pain free
and felt very loved. She
was 86 years old living in
Lecanto Florida.

Marilu is preceded in
Death by her Father Leslie
“Bud” Montgomery, her
Mother Margaret Ma-
rie Patsch, her Daughter
Michelle Marie Burke,
her Sister Christine Jen-
kins, her Brother John
Montgomery and her first
Husband Norman Leland
Hanscom. She is survived
by her two Sisters and
their Husbands, Donald
& Margaret Ann Peters,

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON—OnFeb.
28 at approximately
11:15 p.m. deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop in
the 14,000 block of West
Sterling Road. After an
investigation, deputies
placed James Fowler,
22, of Freeport, under
arrest for an Ogle County
failure to appear warrant.
Fowler was transported
to the Ogle County Jail

Phillip & Jeannie Carlson
and her Son Kurtis Edward
Hanscom & Wife Jeana
Lynn Hanscom. She is
survived by many loved
Nieces, Nephews, Grand-
children, Great Grand-
children and two God
Children.

She was a dedicated
Single-Parent most of
her life. She provided
the best life she could
with relentless emotional
support for all of us. She
was a loving Mother who
made the decisions when
needed and always lived a
Christian life. She earned
her 2-Yr College Degree
the same day as her son
at Kishwaukee College,
Malta I1l. She was the first

Female Facility Manage-
ment Supervisor at North-
ern Illinois University. A
true trailblazer! Her last 3
years in Florida with her
Son, her Sisters and her
Family visits were some
ofthebest years imagined.

A public memorial
service will be held in the
future in Illinois and no-
tification will be provided
as determined.

where he was held in lieu
of bond.

OnMarch 1 atapprox-
imately 2:02 a.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic
stop in the 14,000 block
of West Milledgeville
Road. After an investi-
gation, deputies placed
Angel Gonzalez-Diaz,
18, of Morrison, under
arrest for driving with
no Valid license. Gonza-

lez-Diaz was additional-
ly cited for operating an
uninsured motor vehicle
and improper lane us-
age. Gonzalez-Diaz was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he
was released on a notice
to appear and given a
future court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

Ida Henrietta
(Howe) Hall

ROCHELLE — Ida
Henrietta (Howe) Hall,
91, passed away Monday,
March 3, 2025 at Manor
Court in Rochelle, Illi-
nois. Ida was born on
September 29, 1933 in
Dixon, IL to George and
Lillian (Yochem) Howe.
On July 27, 1951, she
married Joseph G. Hall.
They enjoyed 58 years
of marriage before he
preceded her in death on
October 6, 2009.

Ida worked 30+ years
at Caron International.
She was a member of
OLD (Ogle Lee DeKalb)
Communicator’s Radio
Club. She always wanted
to be on the go, whether
it was playing Bingo,
going to the riverboats
to play slots, shopping or
justchasing the firetrucks
down the street to see
where they were going!

Ida loved spending
time with her children

and grandchildren, and
enjoyed baking treats
for them. Her chocolate
chip cookies were never
passed up, and the turkey
shaped cookies during
the holidays were always
a hit!

Ida is survived by two
of’her children: Ronald J.
(Becky) Hall of Stillman
Valley, IL and Amelia
L Stein of Cape Coral,
FL; two granddaughters:
Amber (Cal) Schoonover
of Janesville, WI and
Tamara (Dustin) Lewis
of Stillman Valley, IL;
ten great-grandchildren;
multiple nieces and neph-
ews and treasured sister-
in-law, Julie Howe.

Ida is preceded in
death by her husband,
Joseph Hall; son, Donald
Hall; brothers: George
W. Howe and Harold
Howe; sisters: Lois Fry-
man and Leota Kunde;
granddaughter, Tina Ma-

rie Higdon, and beloved
son-in-law, Jeffery Stein.

The visitation will be
from 10:00to 11:00 A.M.
, Friday, March 7,2025 at
the Unger-Horner Funeral
Home, 400 N. 6th St., Ro-
chelle. The funeral ser-
vice will follow at 11:00
A.M. with Pastor Jack
Briggs officiating. Burial
isat Franklin Grove Cem-
etery in Franklin Grove,
IL. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made
inIda’s memory to Seren-
ity Hospice and Home.
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online
guest book.

Teresa Lynn Melvm

ROCHELLE — Tere-
sa Lynn Melvin, age 67,
passed away on Thurs-
day, February 27, 2025 at
Manor Court in Rochelle.
She was born on April
18, 1957, the daughter of
Grant and Karen (Gard-
ner) Kendall in Nephi,
Utah. On February 1,
1975, she married James
T. Melvin in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

Teresa enjoyed spend-
ing time with her children
and grandchildren. Asher
family was growing, she
enjoyed doing arts and
crafts with them. Camp-
ing was always a favorite
and in her later years she
enjoyed going for golfcart
rides. She loved watching

ROCHELLE POLICE
REPORT

ROCHELLE — At
4:39 a.m. Maria D. Lopez
Lopez, 31, of Rochelle
was cited for failure to
give notice of an accident
and leaving the scene of
an accident. She signed
a promise to comply and
was given a March 31
Rochelle court date.

OnFeb.27at9:55p.m.
Anthony Losoya, 19, of
Rochelle was cited for
disregarding a stop sign.
She signed a promise to
comply and was given a
March 31 Rochelle court
date.

OnFeb.27at9:29 p.m.
Matthew F. Marotta, 26,
of Towa City was cited
for driving 21-25 miles
per hour above the speed
limit. He signed a promise
tocomply and was given a
March 31 Rochelle court
date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

her grandchlldren play
their various sports.

Teresa is survived by
her four children: Joshua
Melvin, Nate (Brittany)
Melvin, Jessica (Garet)
Galbreath and Jennifer
(Chris) Damask; eight
grandchildren: Dylan,
Veda and Madilynn Mel-
vin, Lila, Mila and Luca
Damask, and Alia and
Adilynn Galbreath and her
brother, Randy (Diane)
Kendall of West Valley
City, UT.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Jim,
on March 27, 2015 and
two sisters: Jackie Gon-
zales and Karen “Kay”

Abila.

A celebration of her
life will be held at 340
South Viking Vie, Lee
IL, April 19,2025 at 1:00
P.M. Cremationrites have
been accorded by the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home,
400 N 6th St., Rochelle,
IL. Visitwww.ungerhorn-
ere.com to sign the online
guest book.
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rochellenews-leader.com

To Place a Display Ad

Chris Ackland (815) 561-2153

cackland@
rochellenews-leader.com

To Place a Legal Ad

Mike Feltes mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

To Place a Classified Ad

Chris Ackland (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery
Kelly White

(815) 562-4171
kwhite@rochellenews-leader.com

o Care provided by the entire hospice © On- caII nurse avallable 24/1.
team: physician, nurse, social worker, s Viglunteers providing special attention
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, ' and stimulation.
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers. B AT e ce directives
* Care is individualized and based on & anq community support.
the patient's and family's goals of SRR o Lio'F e tion to those We
comfort and quality of life. care forl 3
* Supplies, equipment and medications. ;\ﬂ
* Service where the patient resides. ==
 Specialize in pain & symptom
management.
o Spiritual enrichment and bereavement
counseling. Py
o Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/
Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet,
etc.
* Ability to provide education to
caregivers and family members.

H Unity CAL‘L/UNITY

Hospice ‘and (81 5) 561-8866
o @unityhospice

Palliative Care b1s NiCao=
Rochelle, IL
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FIRST
STATE

BANK

firststatebank.biz | 815.562.2200

fXeom

AGRICULTURE

CHS

1900 Steward Rd.
815.561.0650
jobs.chsinc.com

Johnson Tractor

200 S. Steward Rd.

815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381N 7th St.

815.562.5207

rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING/SENIOR HOUSING

Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway

815.562.1404

Issi.org

ATTORNEYS
Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC

420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2156
fnclaw.com

Hewitt & Wagner
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.

815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE

A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

Jeff Perry Auto Group
1260 N. 7th St.
815.561.4172 « jeffperrychevrolet.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 « prescottbrothersford.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave

815.562.3040
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave

815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

RMU

333 Lincoln Highway | PO Box 456
815.562.4155

www.rmu.net

[

CONTAINERS CORPORATION

‘SiLGAN

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068
815-562-1250

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650
www.jobs.chsinc.com

COUNSELING

Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St

815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DENTAL SERVICES

Maintain Your Smile
1001 Lincoln Hwy.

815.562.2023

1110 S. Mulford Rd., Rockford
815.398.3879
maintainyoursmile.com

DINING & ENTERTRINMENT

Aldo’s Pizzeria & The Red Brick Pub
418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456

Alfano’s Pizzeria
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 - alfanospizza.com

T-Byrd Lanes

Beer, Bowling, Burgers & Slots
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 « thyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza

1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Brown’s Tax Service

Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza
361IL Route 38

815.561.6861 | brownstaxoffice.com

Central lllinois Loans
310 Eagle Dr

815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501 N. 6th St.

815.562.8164

countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

First State Bank
304 EHwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Grant Cooper CPA
Accounting, Payroll & Taxes
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083

115N. 15t St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Holcomb Bank
233E.1L-38
815.562.3838
holcomb.bank

Stillman Bank
45511-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

-

Rochelle Foods

1001 S. Main Street
815.562.4141
Rochelle, IL 61068
rochellefoodsjobs.com
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MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway « P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155
www.rmu.net

FLOWERS AND GIFTS

Colonial Flower Shoppe & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.8101

floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 « rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home
704 6th St., Rochelle < 601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815.562.6872 | 815.453.2441

beveragefamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 - ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Dr. K. Bailey

Podiatrist

1111S. Alpine Road, Rockford
815.985.1057

Tuesdays & Thursdays only

Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Davis

1212 Currency (t.

1201 Meriden St., Mendota

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 « rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St ., Suite C
815.562.6661 - salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &
CONTRACTORS

Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 st Ave

815.562.8784
andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

8884 . IL Route 251

815.561.6119

pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland

815.758.8998

theisenroofing.com

Roiel Scoop
Rochelle’s Finest Ice Cream
316 N. 6th Street, Rochelle
630.544.9673

&

R&helle

Community Hospital

No Place Like It

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
www.rochellehospital.com
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Beverage Lyons J 0”” 3 0”
Funeral Home ‘ TR A 01'0 B

315453 2441 A I IState - I | 200 S. Steward Rd.

beveragefamilyfh.com

You're in good hands. Rochelle IL 61068
INDUSTRIES PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Rochelle Foods Hub-Remsen B&W Appliance
1001 S Main St 101 Maple Avenue 567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.4141 815.562.7057 815.562.6253
hormelfoods.com hub-remsen.com bwrochelle.com
rochellefoodsjobs.com .

. ) Rochelle News-Leader Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
Sllgan Containers 211 Hwy 38 2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
400 N. 15th St. 815.562.4171 815.915.7036
815.562.1250 rochellenews-leader.com | newsmediadigital.com pfeifferfarms.com
silgancontainers.com

REAL ESTATE
INSURANCE , SURVEY
RE/MAX Hub City Survey-Tech
Alistate 136 May Mart Dr. 104 Maple Ct
1425 Dement Rd. 815.562.7588 815.562.8771
815.561.2901 remax.com cvilideas.com
allstate.com
Country Financial - Josh Messenger
o g RENTAL PROPERTIES
815.562.8164 .
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger lea !-ake Estates
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com 433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
State Farm Insurance - Shane Huber lidalakeestates@gmail.com
221E. IL Route 38 lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities
815.562.7011
Shane@ShaneHuber.com
State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Shop at these local
businesses & our

//

News-Leader

0chelie

Community Unity
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LOCAL VIEWS

Letter: The government spent my tax dollars on what?

EAR editor,
Rather
than respond

to the handwringing,
pearl-clutching and sob-
bing of the last “Consider
DOGE” article, let’s just
cut to the facts.

Do you want your tax
dollars spent that DOGE
has identified and stopped
funding for? Youmightbe
asking what some ofthose
expenses are, SO you can
understand whether they
are worth it to you, as a
taxpayer.

To help you decide,
here are some good ex-
amples of horrible gov-
ernment spending I mined
from National Review and
DOGE:

$45 million fora Diver-
sity and Inclusion Scholar-
ship in Burma. Therest of
the world calls this country
Myanmar, and why are we
sending $45 million of our
US tax dollars there for
this? How does this help
the people of the United
States or Illinois?

$1.5 million to New
York to expand the
multi-billion-dollar video
game industry. In 2023,
the video game industry
made at least $183 billion
in revenue. Why does
the US government think
they need $1.5 million of
our tax dollars to expand
them? Benefit to taxpay-
ers — zilch — again.

$28 million of your tax
dollars to for licensing

fees for a green camou-
flage pattern for Afghan
National Army uniforms.
I understand military
aid, but Afghanistan is
controlled by the Taliban
after President Biden’s
disastrous pullout, where
his rush to leave left the
Taliban with $74 billion
dollarsin US military gear
by the way. The Taliban
oppress women, doesn’t
allow women to go to
school and are a cruel and
vicious regime —why was
the US government fund-
ing licensing fees for their
military uniforms?

$2.5 million fora Super
Bowl ad for the Census.
It’s 2025 — the Census is
five years away. And we,
the people paid for an ad
for the Census? How
does this make any sense
at all? And did any of
you roll your eyes and not
pay attention when it was
played — be honest.

The National Comedy
Museum in New York
received $1.7 million to
create holograms of dead
comedians. Apparently,
nobody has been to Disney
lately, where you can get
stuff like this for around
$20. Again, why is the
United States government
funding this from our tax
dollars?

$750,000to study ifthe
statement made by Neil
Armstrong as he stepped
on the moon was “One
Small Step for Man” or

“One Small Step for A
Man.” No, I’'m not kid-
ding, and there are still re-
cordings of it around, and
you don’t need $750,000
to listen to them or even
put them on a computer
screen to see what was
said. What is the benefit
to we, the people? None!
Oh, and for $750,000, the
study was inconclusive?

$3 million for Girl
Centered Climate Action
in Brazil. 1 guess this
would be really good if
Brazil was part of the
United States — well, no
it wouldn’t be. Again,
how does this help the
taxpayers?

Almost $1 million
to see if cocaine
makes Japanese
quail more “sex-
ually promiscu-
ous.” Okay, I'm
not interested to
see what happens
to Japanese quail (or US
quails for that matter)
taking illegal drugs. How
would a Japanese quail
even find a dealer for this
drug? 1 guess in some
shady tree top? Sorry,
again, this has zero benefit
for taxpayers.

$100,000 for a study to
see if tequila or gin makes
sunfish more aggressive.
This is like a bad science
fair project fromthe eighth
grade. How do you even
measure sunfish aggres-
sion? Itisn’tlikethereisa
dipstick or clear measure,

so this is basically taking
your money on a subjec-
tive project which has no
measurable benefit for
taxpayers.

A taxpayer grant of
$388,000 to Columbia
University (which has a
$14.6 billion endowment
fund by the way.) Why
do they need taxpayer
money?

$289,000 for Diverse
Bird Watcher Groups.
This isn’t about diversity
inthe birds—it’s about the
bird watchers themselves.
Why do our tax dollars go
tothis effort? Itisn’tnoble
in any way, shape or form.
So, what if bird watchers
are all one race? Why is
thata problem that
the government
needs to step in
and address?

$125,000 for
the National In-
stitute of Health
to examine anti-racist
healing in nature. Another
waste of our tax dollars
funding asubjective study
which has no discernable
value.

$151,000 on perceived
racism and its impact on
cardiovascular risk and
neurological aging. An-
otherbadscience fair proj-
ect with no measurable
benefit as it isn’t possible
to objectively measure
“perceived” racism.

$516,000 to study the
effects of racism on the
brain and pathways to

health disparity. This
makes no sense at all, but
we are giving someone
over halfa million to look
at it. I guess it’s good
money if you can get it,
but how does it benefit
the people of our nation?
$611,000 to evaluate
microaggressions against
Latinx people with obesi-
ty. Yetanother bad science
fair project, wasting the
taxpayers’ limited and
valuable tax dollars.

Wow — is this what
you want the US gov-
ernment spending your
hard-earned tax dollars
on? Sadly, there is a lot
more of these being fund-
ed by our government, and
some of them are worse,
but I think this makes the
point well enough. Of
the above $84 million in
funding paid for by the US
taxpayers, which of these
would you, as a taxpayer,
want to pay for?

That people are
hand-wringing and pearl
clutching against the “un-
elected bureaucrats” of
DOGE for looking into
what the unelected bu-
reaucrats of the govern-
ment are spending our
hard-earned tax dollars
on, or that some of these
unelected bureaucrats
might (gasp) lose their
jobs is quite frankly ab-
surd to me, and I suspect
to the rest of the residents
of Ogle County.

When I look at all the

fuss, pearl-clutching and
crying about DOGE, I re-
member this quote fromthe
movie “Moneyball ”

“I know you’ve taken
it in the teeth out there,
but the first guy through
the wall — it always gets
bloody — always. It’s the
threat of not just the way of
doing business, but in their
minds, it’s threatening the
game. But what it’s really
threatening is their liveli-
hoods, it’s threatening their
jobs, itsthreatening the way
they do things. And every
time that happens, whether
it’s the government or a
way of doing business or
whateveritis, thepeopleare
holding the reins, who have
their hands on the switch.
They go bat-s--t crazy.”
And honestly, that’s what
we are seeing here.

Do you want to know
more and see more of what
is being found and cut —
Look here at the DOGE
Websiteathttps://doge.gov/
savings

Take some time and
learn about this waste of
your taxpayer dollars. For
those of you living on pen-
sions with the still high in-
flation of the Biden/Harris
administration, you owe it
to yourself to be informed
and to let your lawmakers
know you support the
elimination of this wasteful
spending.

George Wilhelmsen,
Rochelle

Mayor Bearrows: Projects, events and an award

ARMER
weather and
spring are on

the horizon so numerous
city projects will be start-
ing soon. The bandshell
and restrooms project
begins this year. Our team
anticipates construction
to commence once the
weather stabilizes. In Jan-
uary, [ had the opportunity
to attend the US Mayors
Alliance in Washington.
While attending the meet-
ing, [ had numerous inter-
actions with executives
from across the country.
They provided me with
many ideas for projects
and programs that could
be very productive for
Rochelle. A mayor from
California told our group
about a program called
“feed the children.” The
program involves the lo-

cal high schools in their
respective communities
creating a large fruit &
vegetables garden, with
the harvest benefiting a
local food pantry, or a
pantry within the school.
Any extra food that is not
donated is then sold to
the general public. The
funds received by these
sales go to the school
system to assist funding
of early morning breakfast
programs. This program s
something [ would like to
see us locally investigate
at some point to see if the
need is there, and could it
fit our community.
Several months ago
the city purchased a home
directly east of the fire
station. The intent of the
purchase is to increase
the parking for the fire
department. This increase

in parking is needed when
the spots south of the fire
station are utilized for the
community area with the
band shell. This property
has also been added as an
additional training area
for firefighters, until such
time as it is razed. The
400 blocks downtown
between Lincoln Highway
and North Main Street will
really begin to look much
better once the construc-
tion begins. All the power
lines, wires and poles
will be removed, with
the infrastructure being
moved underground. This
will clean up the entire
area. This project will
be aesthetically pleasing
and will increase safety
and reliability. Hats off
to all that have worked to
make this project come to
fruition for the benefit of

our community.

The destination com-
mittee has been working
on a new community
event at the Rochelle Air-
portcoming closer to fall.
This event will be similar
to the “Fly in-Drive in”
event. Plans and coordi-
nation are still being de-
termined, however I truly
feel this will be a great
event with events for the
entire family. Full details
of this event to follow.
There have been many
ideas kicked around about
other events that could
ultimately bring more
visitors to our communi-
ty. Many of those ideas
will be looked at moving
forward and prioritized
according to what events
are realistic and doable,
not to mention what the
cost may be to host them.

We do, as a city, have a
budget established and
passed by the city coun-
cil for 2025. If there are
items to add, we can keep
those events inmind as we
prepare the 2026 budget.
That budget is brought
to the city council in
late November or early
December.

Our city just received
another prestigious award
from the Government
Finance Officers Associ-
ation for our 2024 audit.
Congratulations to our
entire finance department
for their continued work
towards excellence. The
city manager and I will
be presenting the ’State of
the City” presentation on
March 5 at 2 p.m. — This
event could be attended
live in council chambers
or watched live on the

cities Facebook page. Our
intention is to keep our
residents informed and be
completely transparent to
those we represent. Don’t
forget that the Lincoln
Highway Heritage Festi-
val will be held this fall
at Atwood Park, due to the
construction in the down-
town area. The parade
route will be announced
as we get closer.

In closing I hope ev-
eryone enjoys the warmer,
spring type weather. As
always, I will close with
another great quote: “The
greatness of a commu-
nity is most accurately
measured by the com-
passionate actions of its
members.” -Unknown
author

John Bearrows is the
mayor of the City of Ro-
chelle.

How to contact
government
officials

USS. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Hillcrest Village Board

*John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us *Richard Rhoads
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org Pam Pittman

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Dan Potter
Rosaelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball

Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org Jose Huerta

Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Eileen Braski

Benjamin Valdivieso bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board

*Trisha Vaughn tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White swhite@d231.rochelle.net

Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org

Laurie Pillen
Joel Thompson

laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Joe Lenkaitis
Kristi Gonzales

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3

Austin Gillis
Dan Miller
Joseph Simms

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

Jackie Ramsey
Skip Kenney
David Williams

jramsey(@oglecounty.org
skenney(@oglecounty.org
dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board

*Tom Byro
Greg Hopkins
Steve Katzman
Mike Kerns
Curt Ward
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

tommyb_47@yahoo.com
ghopkins522@comcast.net
skatzman@essex 1.com
ac.kerns@comcast.net
caward92@comcast.net

Patricia Garcia

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library

Jaqueline Dickow
*Teresa Haggestad
Kelly Johnson
Lanning Nicoloff
Sheri Klindera
Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not
be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten
signature of the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for verification
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters
will be published. Any letters from boards or
organizations must include at least one name of an
individual. Any criticism of public officials should
be limited to issues related strictly to their position
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will
not be published. Letters involving private disputes
between the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates endorsing
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be
dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46,
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason,
and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily
reflect the views of this newspaper.
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RPD’s Owen, K9 Odie present at Kiwanis Golden K meeting

Rochelle Police Department Officer Trevor Owen and K9 Odie recently made a presentation at the Rochelle
Kiwanis Golden K meeting on Feb. 27. Owen discussed his day to day workings and introduced Odie to the
Kiwanis group. His presentation was very informative and welcomed by all those attending. Kiwanis Golden K
meets weekly on Thursdays at 8 a.m. at the Presbyterian Church. (Courtesy photo)

Illinois State Police Troop 1 announces monthly activity for February

STERLING - Illinois
State Police Troop 1 Cap-
tain Joseph Blanchette has
announced enforcement
figures and activity for
February.

Illinois State Police Troop

tions, 886 written warnings,
andmade 16 criminal arrests
during February. Troopers
issued 302 citations for
speeding, 39 citations for
distracted driving violations,
and 58 citations foroccupant

Troopers investigated 94
traffic crashes, assisted 305
motorists, and conducted
364 commercial motorvehi-
cle inspections, of which 54
wereplaced outofservice for
safety reasons. There were

the influence.

Troop 1, which encom-
passes Boone, Carroll, Jo
Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Ste-
phenson, Whiteside, and
Winnebago counties, inves-
tigated one fatal crash in

el 020
Fom e Heant
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Feb. 7 - Kailey Pifer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - Sharon Watkins, Sycamore, $25
Feb. 9 - Roger Meyer, Mt. Morris, $50
Feb. 10 - Elsie Johnson, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 11 - Xoe LeMay, Dixon, $25

Feb. 12 - Tom Myrick, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 13 - Juan Luna, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Bill Cash, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 15 - Alyssa Perez, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 16 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 17 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Bridget Schott, Dixon, $25

1 Troopers issued 912 cita-  restraint violations. 14 arrests for driving under ~ February.
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- — ]
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o - - - -

Mar. 5 - Zoey Schabacker, Rochelle, $25
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FARMERS: Kern details current farming climate, status of new legislation

From page 1

“l do think there’s
motivation on the part of
congressmen and U.S.
senators to get something
done before the end of the
year. I just don’t know
when we’ll see results.”

President Donald
Trump’s planned tariffs
could also have an impact
on area farmers when and
if they come to fruition.
Kern said tariffs almost
always include farm com-
modities and the looming
potential economic im-
pacts of the tariffs have
Ogle County farmers
feeling uncertainty.

During President
Trump’s first term, tariffs
were also seen which re-
sulted innegative financial
impacts to farmers. The
Trump administration
then allocated payments
to help mitigate and offset
those impacts.

“I don’t know if this
time around we’ll see
those types of payments
or mitigation,” Kern said.
“I have no idea. But I do
know this, if you start in-
cluding agricultural com-
modities in these tariffs,
this isn’t the 1950s any-
more. South America is a
huge competitor. If China
can’t source soybeans for

the right price from the
U.S., they’ll get them
fromsomewhere else. And
they’ll source them from
South America. Once you
start playing that game
and once you start being
known across the world
as an unreliable supplier,
regaining markets thatyou
lost becomes a no-win
proposition. It’s a very
delicate issue right now.”

Kern said that potential
economic impacts could
also be seen on prices of
inputs and equipment that
farmers use. The industry
has seenJohn Deere lay off
employees due to farmers
notplacing orders for new
equipment, Kern said.
With higher input prices
looming and the outlook
for commodity prices
being lower, farmers will
be looking to cut back on
expenses such as fertilizer
and fuel.

“These farmers are
going to have to have a
really sharp pencil this
year,” Kern said. “When
farmers sit down and
they’re penciling out their
cash rent and inputs, and
they’re penciling out what
they believe their yield
is going to be, I'm sure
they’re probably pencil-
ing out a lower return for
commodity prices. Atleast

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

OCFB Manager Ron Kern said farmers are currently finalizing input costs for the year and preparing planters
to get crops into the ground likely in early April or late March depending on the weather. Fertilizer application

will take place before that.

I'hope they are. Because I
don’t foresee there being
a lot of glee in the farm
sector next year when
we’re all said and done.”

Kernsaid current lower
fuel prices are a positive
for farmers, and they
worked to lock in prices
on anything they could for

the year before potential
changes could be seen.
Farmers are always at the
mercy of mother nature,
but they now face uncer-
tainty with the Farm Bill
and other changes at the
federal level.

“There’s people who
liketo goto Las Vegas and

gamble,” Kern said. “Our
farmers do it every day.”

Over the next few
weeks, Kern said he hopes
Ogle County farmers can
pick up some moisture in
fields, and then have warm
and dry enough conditions
to start planting and get it
wrapped up by late April

or early May.

“Hopefully from there,
we’ll have a relatively
normal growing season,”
Kernsaid. And fromthere,
I hope we can pull out the
bushels we’re anticipat-
ing. Then it’s a matter of
whether or not we have a
place to sell them.”

Extension’s Wits Workout program promotes braln health in older adults

MT. MORRIS — Our
brains control essential
executive functions, such
as speaking, thinking,
learning, making sound
decisions, and remember-
ing. Inaddition to physical
exercise, getting at least
seven to eight hours of
quality sleep and eating
a heart-healthy diet im-
proves brain fitness for
maintaining long-term
cognitive health in older
adults.

University of Illinois
Extensiondeveloped Wits
Workout based on brain
health and aging research.
“Just like muscles, our
brains need exercise to
maintain flexibility and
strength,” says Wits Work-
out’s co-author, Chelsey

Byers. “Challenging our-
selves with new and di-
verse activities promotes
cognitive health.” Join
others to challenge your
brain and learn more
about keeping your brain
healthy.

The free, in-person
Wits Workout sessions
will be offered at the
Mt. Morris Senior and
Community Center, 9 E.
Front St. on Thursdays,
from 10-11 a.m. starting
March 13, and will con-
tinue for 12 consecutive
weeks. Participants will
try a variety of fun and
interactive intellectual
challenges that encour-
age the use of different
cognitive processes, such
as memory, attention, and

reasoning. In addition to
intellectual challenges,
each session features
brain health educationand
discussion of strategies,
tips and techniques, pro-
viding an opportunity for
participants to connectand
socialize with one another.

Register for the series
by calling the Mt. Morris
Senior and Community
Center at 815-734-6335
or online at go.illinois.
edu/wits25.

If you need a reason-
able accommodation to
participate in program-
ming, contact Extension
Program Coordinator Jan
Saglier at 815-544-3710.
We strongly encourage
early requests so we can
meet your needs.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Wits Workout participants engage in a variety of fun and interactive intellectual
challenges that encourage the use of different cognitive processes.

Record-high results for 2025 Illinois Performance Tested Bull Sale

URBANA — Strong
tradition leads to strong
results at the Illinois Per-
formance Tested Bull
Sale at the Illinois State
Fairgrounds. The sale held
during the Illinois Beef
Expo averaged $7,096 on
33 lots, reaching an all-
time record-high average
for the sale.

“This sale continues to
be oneofthe bestsources for
total performance genetics
inthe Midwest,” said Travis
Meteer, [PT sale manager,
commercial agriculture
educator, and beef cattle
specialist at University of
[llinois Extension. “During
the past 57 years, the sale
has sold 5,030 bulls valued
at over $10 million.”

The IPT Bull Sale is a
multi-breed sale offering
both older age-advantaged
bulls and yearlings. Me-

teer said the high-selling
bull was a yearling Angus
bull, selling for $13,000.
The bull, Kramer Farms
Goalkeeper 2348, was
sold by Keith and Brady
Kramer, Farina, IIl., to
Crosby Farms, Roachdale,
Ind. The high-selling senior
Simmental bull consigned
by Haven Hill Simmen-
tals, Milan, Ill., was sold
for $11,000 to Kevin Hil-
debrand, Ohio, Ill. The
high-selling senior Angus
bull, consigned by Joe Cur-
tin Cattle Company, Ston-
ington, I11., sold for $9,000.
The high-selling yearling
Simmental bull, consigned
by Rincker Simmentals,
Shelbyville, Ill., sold for
$10,500. The high-sell-
ing Polled Hereford bull,
consigned by Lowderman
Cattle Company, sold for
$6,500.

Sale sponsors include
University of Illinois Ex-
tension, the Department
of Animal Sciences at
University of Illinois Ur-
bana-Champaign, and con-
signing breeders. Industry
support included Axiota,
Vita-Ferm, ABS, Zoetis,
Dearwester Grain, Fe-
rAppease, Illinois Angus
Association, and Illinois
Simmental Association.

Producers interested in
viewing a breakdown of
all the prices can visit the
IPT Bull Sale website at
IPTBullSale.com. The site
also includes individual
bull prices from the 2025
sale and the numbers and
averages from previous
sale years.

Seedstock breeders in-
terested in consigning to
the 2026 IPT Bull Sale
should contact Travis Me-

teer at 217-430-7030 or
wmeteer2@illinois.edu to
request a copy of the rules
and regulations and nomi-

nation form. Nominations
needtobemadebyNov. 15.

For more information,
visit Illinois Extension’s

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Strong tradition leads to strong results at the lllinois Performance Tested Bull Sale
at the lllinois State Fairgrounds.

beef cattle site at go.illi-
nois.edu/BeefCattle and
featured articles from The
Cattle Connection blog.

Music scholarship aid auditions scheduled for April 5

FREEPORT — State-
line Music Foundation of
Freeport has scheduled
scholarship aid auditions
for high school seniors

graduating in 2025 who
will enroll in a music
major curriculum in a
junior college or a four-
year college or university.

Auditions will be held
Saturday, April 5,2025, in
the Freeport Arts Center,
121 N. Harlem, Freeport,
and are open to high

school seniors who reside
or attend high school or
home school in one of
the following counties: Jo
Daviess, Carroll, Stephen-

son, Winnebago, Boone,
Ogle, DeKalb, Whiteside,
and Lee in Illinois or La-
fayette, Green and Rock
counties in Wisconsin.

Application forms and
repertoire requirements
are available by writing
Kenneth Drake, (keos-
drake@gmail.com).

Fall archery season yields record harvest of 1,045 wild turkeys

SPRINGFIELD -
Hunters inIllinois harvest-
ed a preliminary record
statewide total of 1,045
wild turkeys during the
2024-2025 fall archery
turkey season. The total

compares last year’s har-
vest of 803 and the 5-year
average of 763 birds
harvested. The previous
record total for fall archery
season was in 2015 when
851 turkeys were taken.

This season 27,422
permits were sold (exclud-
ing landowner permits)
compared to 25,741 for
the2023-2024 season. The
season dates were Oct.
1, 2024 through Jan. 19,

2025 and all 102 counties
were open for hunting.
Harvest reports were
51% male and 49% fe-
male compared to 54%
males and 46% hens last
year. A total of 62% of

hunters reported using
crossbows versus 37%
using compound bows
and 1% using traditional
bows.

The top five counties
for fall archery wild tur-

key harvest this season
were Fayette, 37; Jeffer-
son, 28; Pike, 25; Marion,
24; and Jo Daviess, 23.
Ogle County saw 17 tur-
keys harvested this year
and 17 harvested last year.
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STEWARD WINS TITLE

Steward School won the 2025 Meridian
Conference Girls Basketball Championship.

See page 2 for more details

RTHS Wrestling

Atkinson medals at state meet

RTHS senior concludes historic wresthng career in IHSA State Champlonshlp

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON —
Dempsey Atkinson’s his-
toric high school wrestling
career concluded at the
IHS A State Championship,
where the senior overcame
her first loss of the season
and battled through the
wrestlebacks to become
Rochelle’s first two-time
state medalist in girls
wrestling.

An THSA regional and
sectional champion this
season, Atkinson carried
an undefeated record into
the state tournament, where
she cruised through the first
round of the 145-pound
bracket after a dominant
victory over Gibson City-
Melvin-Sibley’s Avery
Schlickman. As she’s done
all season, Atkinson con-
trolled the match from the
opening period and scored
plenty of bonus points,
compiling two takedowns
and three four-point near
falls for a 20-4 technical
fall.

Atkinsonappearedtobe
on her way to the semifi-
nals, as a first-period take-
down enabled the senior to
build a 3-0 advantage over
Schaumburg’s Madeline
Zerata-Lazarevic. But a
strong effort from the top
position ledto apairofnear
falls for Zerafa-Lazarevic

that placed Atkinson in
an 8-3 hole going into the
third period. Despite find-
ing a takedown early in
the third period to cut the
deficitto two points, Atkin-
son ultimately suffered her
first loss, conceding a 9-6
decision.

“I kept a strong mindset
andkeptpositive thoughts,”
Atkinson said. “I kept re-
minding myselfthatIcould
do this and nothing was
going to stop me. I worked
so hard to get to state and
I saw so much that I could
accomplish in the future. |
know to keep working hard
and setting goals.”

Having to scrape
through the wrestlebacks
for the first time all season,
Atkinson found herselftwo
victories away fromsealing
a top-6 state medal finish.
Her first opponent was
Macomb’s Mikaela Mwan-
gong, aregional champion
who Atkinson defeated 7-2
during the sectional meet.
Undeterred from her loss,
Atkinson went back to
work, dominating all three
periods to earn her second
technical fall of the week-
end, winning 19-2 behind
two takedowns and three
near falls.

Needing one more win
to clinch a medal, Atkinson
squared off against Evan-
ston’s Kennedy Murray in
the quarterfinal wrestle-

. WRESTLING
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

Senior Dempsey Atkinson finished sixth at 145 pounds during the IHSA State Championship at the Grossinger
Motors Arena in Bloomington on Saturday. Atkinson concluded her season with a 24-3 overall record.

backs. Unlike her previ-
ous matches, Atkinson and
Murray wrestled a scoreless
opening period. Although
Murray held strong in the
first period, Atkinson found
anopening lateinthesecond
period, turning a takedown
into a pin at the 3:23 mark.

Thevictorymoved Atkinson
into the semifinal wrestle-
backs and guaranteed her a
state medal.

“My goal was that I
needed to place,” Atkinson
said. “I had it in my head
that I needed to do whatever
it took to place and work

my hardest throughout the
match. It’s an amazing feel-
ing to know that I was able
to place at state more than
once. It was really exciting
for me.”

Atkinson’s state tourna-
ment concluded with a pair
oftough losses, conceding a

10-1 major decision against
South Elgin’s Allison Gar-
bacz before falling 15-0
against Chicago Phoenix’s
Al Grant in the fifth-place
consolation bout.

See WRESTLING
page 3

RTHS Boys Basketball

Boylan stuns Rochelle in THSA 3A Regional Championship
Titans sink 3-pointer with 6.4 seconds left as Hubs suffer 64-63 loss Friday night

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FREEPORT — Se-
nior guard Elijah Harley
caught an inbounds pass
around the half-court line
and dribbled full speed to-
ward the Rockford Boylan
basket as the Rochelle
Hubs attempted to avoid
a devastating loss during
the IHSA 3A Freeport
Regional Championship
on Friday.

Harley raced to within
7 feet of the hoop and
hoisted a right-handed
floater toward the rim.
As the final seconds of
the fourth quarter wound
down, fans, coaches and
playersonthe Rochelleside
all watched the ball, which
saton the rim for about two
seconds, only to fall away
as the buzzer sounded and
Boylan fans stormed the
court in celebration. It was
a heartbreaking defeat for
the Hubs, who saw their
regional championship
hopes dashed in a 64-63
loss to the Titans.

“It was a tough loss,”
head coach Tim Thompson
said. “Elijah came and got
the ball and he got to the
rim. He did everything he
could. In a situation like
that, all we can ask for at
the end of the game is to
get a shot up and he did.
My heart breaks for him
because it was close to
going in.”

While it was a heart-
breaking loss for the Hubs
(13-20, 3-7 Interstate 8), it
was an improbable come-
back from the Titans (6-26,
3-16 NIC-10), whodrained
three 3-point shots in the
final minute-plus to erase
a five-point deficit and
emergeas regional champi-
ons. Trailing 60-58, Boylan
suffered asignificantloss to
its backcourt, as standout
guard Madden Fuehrer
missed an open layup to
tie the game before fouling
sophomore forward Brody
Bruns on the rebound.

It was the fifth foul for
Fuehrer, wholed all scorers
with 23 points on Friday
evening. With Fuehrer
forced to watch from the
sideline, Boylan found
itself down 63-58 after
Brunswent 1-of-2 fromthe
free-throw line and Harley
put home a fastbreak layup
during the final minute. But
the Titans answered on their
next possession, as Jayven
Golden buried a 3-pointer
from the corner, his only
triple of the night, to make
it a two-point game with
roughly 20 seconds left.

A costly mistake on Ro-
chelle’s ensuing inbounds
playresulted inadeflection
and a turnover that gave
Boylan a chance to tie or
take the lead. On Boylan’s
next series, the ball found
its way into the hands of
Christian Kennedy, who
overcame a double team

andheavedadeep shot from
well beyond the 3-pointline
thatswirled around the bas-
ket before going down to
give the Titans a one-point
lead with 6.4 seconds to
go. It was only Kennedy’s
second three of the game.
“They caughtusinsome
mismatches or they caught

us helping on defense when
we shouldn’t have been,”
Thompson said. “We were
up two and we were helping
offwhenweshould’vebeen
playing the 3-point line.
Those are little mistakes
we make in the challenge
of a game. All we can do
is keep putting ourselves in

these situations. We played
inaregional championship
last year and we played in a
regional championship this
year. We're going to come
through.”

Boylan, who overcame a
fourth-quarter deficit during
its overtime victory over
host school Freeport in the

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Sophomore Brody Bruns is guarded by Rockford Boylan’s Christian Kennedy during the Rochelle Hub varsity
basketball game against the Titans on Friday. Bruns finished with 21 points as Rochelle fell 64-63.

regional semifinals, took
control of the championship
gameearlyinthefirstquarter,
where the Titans went on an
11-0 run before a triple from
junior guard Van Gerber put
Rochelle onthe scoreboard.

See BASKETBALL
page 3
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Steward School wins 2025 Meridian
Conference Girls Basketball Championship

Eswood School hosted the 2025 Meridian Conference
Girls Basketball Championship tournament this past
week. The final round was held on Thursday, with
the Steward Eagles defeating the St. Paul Lutheran
Crusaders 31-11 to finish the season undefeated and
take home this season’s tournament championship.
The team is coached by Don Romes and assisted by
Erik Kedzie and Jack Tarvestad. The team includes
Jamie Riddell, Mayson Smardo, Evi O'Rorke, Molly
Kedzie and Barbara Palmer.

Kishwaukee College

Kougar baseball team preparing for 2025 season
Rochelle alums Rodriguez, Metzger among players set to compete this spring

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Baseball
team is set to begin their
2024-2025 season this
Saturday March 1. Head
Coach Joe Maskivish en-
ters his second year at the
helm, supported by assis-
tant coaches Jeff Marcley
and Ryan Gillfillan.

Leading the Kougars

e

are sophomore captains
Daelen Figueroa (Wauke-
gan East HS) Lenox Es-
tremera (Proviso West
HS) and Will Baumgartner
(Sycamore HS). Figueroa,
coming off a strong fall,
will anchor the infield and
set the tone at the plate.
Baumgartner, who will
play at Monmouth College

e )

next year, led the team in
on-base percentage and
was third in innings pitched
last season.

Freshmen pitchers PJ
Patrick Jasinski (Oswe-
go HS) and Alex Prince
(DeKalb HS) are expected
to play crucial roles in so-
lidifying the young staff.
“Throwing strikes, making

routine plays, and utilizing
our speed will be therecipe
for success this season,”
stated Maskivish, empha-
sizing the team’s focus on
continued improvement.
Kish will open on the
road in Alton, Illinois ver-
sus Lewis and Clark Col-
lege and East Central (MO)
College overthe March st

e it

weekend. They will go
on their annual southern
swing through Tennessee
to take on perennial top
ranked teams in Volunteer
State CC, Motlow State CC
and Columbia State CC
before returning home to
take on the tough Region 4
schedule thatincludes such
teams as South Suburban,

@MMW
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Waubonsee, McHenry
County College, and Mil-
waukee Area Tech.

The Kougars will also
have to battle through their
tough Arrowhead Confer-
ence home and away DH
actionagainst Black Hawk,
Highland CC Illinois Val-
ley, Sandburg College and
Sauk Valley CC.
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WRESTLIN

From page 1

Atkinson (24-3), who
won six tournaments this
season including the In-
terstate 8 Conference title,
concludes her high school
career as Rochelle’s first-
everthree-time IHS A state
qualifier and first two-time
IHSAstatemedalistin girls
wrestling.

“I love the coaches
and it’s a very productive
room,” Atkinsonsaid. “We
getalot done and we work
really hard. I’ve learned
how to have a great work
ethic from being a part of
the Rochelle wrestling pro-
gram. [t’sbeen an amazing
rideand I couldn’timagine
what my life would be like
without it. It’s taught me
a lot about toughness and
it’shelped me grow thicker
skin because wrestling
takes a lot, mentally and
physically. It’s taught me
to be tough throughout
my life.”

In addition to earning
a state medal, Atkinson
was one of six wrestlers in
her weight class to receive
IWCOA All-State honors.
Atkinson, who finished
first in tournaments at
Rockford East, Ottawaand
Mahomet-Seymour this
season, intends to wrestle
at the collegiate level.

A _—
- A8

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Senior Dempsey Atkinson earned All-State honors for her sixth-place finish during the IHSA State Championship at the Grossinger Motors
Arena over the weekend. Atkinson is pictured at left with RTHS head coach Alphonso Vruno and assistant coach Nelson Baker.

BASKETBALL: Hubs fall to Rockford Boylan in IHSA 3A Regional Finals

From page 1

Gerber, who finished
with 11 points on Friday,
drained three triples in
the opening half and was
one of four Hubs to reach
double figures during the
title game.

“I thought there were
some nerves at the begin-
ning ofthe game,” Thomp-
son said. “Boylan had
some open looks and our
kids were feeling out what
the pace of the game would
be. We had some turnovers
early, but we made some
threes and next thing we
know, we’re flying up and
down the court... It was a
back and forth battle in the
second halfand we have to
give Boylan creditbecause
they made aplay atthe end
to win the game. That’s
March Madness.”

Rochelle foughtits way
back late in the first quarter
and throughout the second
quarter, where Gerber
and senior guard Carson
Lewis, who totaled 10
points on Friday, sparked
the offense with quality

passes, fast pacing and
perimeter shooting. De-
spite Fuehrer challenging
the Hub defense with his
athleticism and dribble-
driveability, Rochelle took
a 31-30 halftime lead.

“I thought Carson’s ef-
fort was a senior saying,
‘I’m going to do whatever
I can to make sure we play
another home game,””
Thompson said. “He had
energy, he shot the ball
well, he wentto the hole, he
guarded and he handled the
ball for us. He did a ton of
different things for us and
we feel for him. It hurts
so bad because the kids
wanted it so bad. I thought
Carson was fantastic.”

Neither squad created
much separation during
the second half, as Ro-
chelle nor Boylan led by
more than single digits as
the game wound down.
Although the Hubs went
without a 3-point make in
the second half, Rochelle
maintained slim leads
by playing inside, where
Bruns found more rhythm
after a quiet opening quar-

ter. The 6-foot-5 sopho-
more scored 21 points, all
of which came after the
first quarter, helping the
Hubs hold a 49-45 lead
after the third quarter.

“Boylan’s really quick
in their half-court defense
and they were helping
down on Brody,” Thomp-
son said. “It was physical
down there and it was
tough for us early on to get
him inside touches. They
were sending double teams
from other areas and we re-
ally wanted to get the ball
inside, but we had other
guys make playsto giveus
achancetowin... Brody’s
a special player and he’s
only scratched the surface.
Ifhe can give us a little bit
oftime during the summer,
then he can progress from
beinga 17-point-per-game
scorer to a 25-point-per
game scorer.”

A win would have en-
abled the Hubs to play
on their home floor next
week, as Rochelle will
host the THSA 3A Sec-
tional Championship tour-
nament. Instead, it will

be the Titans advancing
to take on Kaneland in
the semifinal round. De-
spite a shocking defeat,
Thompson had a positive
postgame message for his
seniors including Harley,
who finished with 14
points in the game.

“The message to our
kids after the game was
that our seniors were awe-
some,” Thompson said.
“Elijah and Carson kept
thisteam together. It’s very
easy forateam that’sunder
.500 to give up and not
do what they’re supposed

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Junior Van Gerber protects the ball from a Rockford Boylan defender during the
Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against the Titans on Friday evening.

to, but they didn’t let tha
happen. No matter how
low we got, they always
came back to practice and
made sure everyone was
working. That helped us
getour younger guys up to
speed and we had anice last
two weeks of our season.”
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,

Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~ (815) 547-7111
880 Belvidere Road ¢ Belvidere, IL

_THIS & THAT
Collectibles

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL
815.909.1069
Open 7 days a week
Antiques, MCM, Primitives & Vintage
Dixie Belle Paint Company Elite Retailer
Redesign with Prima Retailer

JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,
PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
OPEN

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
10:00 AMTO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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Shop - Play -

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every

$100 spent in independently

owned stores, $68 returns to the

community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle,
L.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don'’t
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a hail
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits

ochelle ™ of Shopping

Community Unity

Rochelle First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math

(especially when you figure in

gas mileage.) Shopping locally

can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do
business of any kind in Rochelle,
it creates and maintains jobs for
others in our area . A healthy
employment rate is the cornerstone of
all economies.
How can you help the economy
recover? Start at home.

ROCHELLE

News-Leader
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ON THE FARM

Addressing hunger with
diverse food systems

BY HANNAH SPANGLER
FARMWEEK

diverse food
system can help
ddress nutri-

tional deficits nationwide,
but not everyone has ac-
cess to the food needed for
a balanced diet.

“The reality is, the af-
fordability of a diverse
diet, for 45 million Ameri-
cansisnotadaily choice,”
said Ertharin Cousin,
former ambassador to the
U.N. Agencies for Food
and Agriculture. “That
is the face of hunger
in the United States of
America.”

Speaking at the From
Food to Flowers: Every-
thing Local Conference
in Springfield, Cousin
emphasized the impor-
tance of solutions to grow
a diverse food system for
all. These solutions need to
support farm income, local
processing and ultimately
feed communities.

Creating more mar-
kets that allow farmers
to produce a variety of
products, and fostering
communication between
policymakers, researchers
and the agriculture com-
munity are some ways I1-
linoisis addressing hunger
throughout the state.

“The work the state has
done 1is significant, but
we can’t stop. This is just
the beginning of what is
necessary,” Cousin told
conference attendees.

Cousin stressed that
without consumer de-
mand, farmers can’t af-
ford to grow and remain
sustainable. Supporting
diverse markets is cru-
cial, and farm-to-school
programs, which connect

(PHOTO BY HANNAH SPANGLER OF FARMWEEK)
Ertharin Cousin (left), CEO of FSF Ventures and
former ambassador to the UN Agencies for Food and
Agriculture, speaks on how a diverse food system can
help address nutritional deficits nationwide during
the Everything Local Conference in Springfield.

schools with local farmers
to provide fresh, healthy
food to students, are one
ofthe markets that support
farmers’ efforts toward a
diverse food system.

Shealso highlighted the
importance of supporting
farmers who implement
practices to preserve soil
health. Financial incen-
tives for rotational crops
and cover crops can help
preserve the land for future
generations.

“Weneed to get farmers
paid for how they produce,
to catalyze the change
in production method-
ologies, to catalyze and
change for more mixed
agriculture,” Cousin said.

Grants are one method
of support for specialty
growers and other produc-
ers. Illinois Department
of Agriculture (IDOA)
Director Jerry Costello
I said that IDOA is com-
mitted to farmers, the
regional food system and
food-insecure communi-
ties. The department is
doing everything it can
to ensure grant funding

is available.

In January, Gov. JB
Pritzker announced $14.7
million in funding for the
Local Food Purchase As-
sistance Program (LFPA).
This program sources
fresh local food from
farmers at a fair market
value and helps deliver
that food to food-insecure
communities throughout
the state. The increase in
funding extends LFPA’s
ability to transform the
Illinois food system.

“This program is mak-
ing participants self-sus-
tainable through the cre-
ation of new markets,”
Costello said about LFPA
during the Everything Lo-
cal Conference. “This is
a one-of-a-kind program
in the United States that
supports underserved
farmers.”

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between
1llinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more
food and farming news,
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

* Residential & Commercial

Concrete
e Additions

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners

Established 1997

Bruns

Conslrruclion, Inc.

= N - ":).-,

FREE
ESTIMATES!

With Many long-term
employees both Union and
Non-Union our customers are
always in experienced hands!

CONSTRUCTION:

+ Union Construction &
Deconstruction

« Excavation/Site Prep

+ Drainage/Sewer/Water
Repair & Replacement

* Union Heavy Hauling &
Jobsite Hauling

+ Emergency Work

8 CONSTRUCTION INC.
ROCHELLE, I

(815) 562-6064

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local
Dlstnbutors and Manufacturers

TRUCKING:
 Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
+ Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump

Restoration/Traffic Control

Queen's Trucking & Construction, Inc.

322 Errett Road, Rochelle

* Sidewalk/Curb « Daily Loads on the Customers Time
Hourly or Bid Work (We can Schedule
create a Specialized Rate
for any Job) HTI?I‘:JVG
Benefits Included.
Be Home
Every Night!

815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

ROCHHSF

Production Credit.

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON, ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU)
The U.S. Department of Energy released an updated model evaluating lifecycle
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for biofuel feedstocks under the 45Z Clean Fuel

U.S. DOE releases updated GREET
model for biofuel feedstocks

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

he U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy
released an up-

dated model evaluating
lifecycle greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions for bio-
fuel feedstocks under the
457 Clean Fuel Production
Credit.

The release of the
45ZCF-GREET (Green-
house gases, Regulated
Emissions, and Energy use
in Technologies) model
follows the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury and
Internal Revenue Service
guidance on the 457 re-
leased on Jan. 10.

Under 45Z, tax cred-
its are provided for the
production of transporta-
tion fuels with life cycle

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

¢ Residential ® Farm ¢ Equestrian
e Commercial ¢ Community ¢ Repairs
Discover The Difference. Call Today!

MORTON

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon,
1pm-5pm

KubotaUSA.com

greenhouse gas (GHQG)
emissions below certain
levels. The credit applies
to eligible transportation
fuel, including sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF), pro-
duced domestically after
Dec. 31, 2024, and sold
by Dec. 31, 2027.

The 45ZCF-GREET
model includes feedstock-
specific fuel production
pathways for SAF and
non-SAF fuels. The model
is designed specifically to
evaluate life cycle GHG
emissions to meet the re-
quirements of section45Z.

DOE also released the
457ZCF-GREET user man-
ual, which describes how
the 45ZCF-GREET model
characterizes life cycle
GHG emissions of trans-
portation fuel production
pathways and provides

BUILDINGS

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777

104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL  mortonbuildings.com

guidance for using the
model to determine emis-
sions rates for clean fuels
under section 45Z.

The updated GREET
model allows certain
foreign feedstocks to be
used to make U.S. biofu-
els, including Canadian
canola oil and Brazil-
ian sugarcane ethanol
for SAF. Under the 457
guidance previously pub-
lished, foreign unused
cooking oil is currently
not allowed.

For more information,
visit bit.ly/3E7UPuw.

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between
1llinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more
food and farming news,
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

09042018

‘There are m"gﬁ"" "
* jobs. And.oné

. b= tractor to.dos -

them all.

Together we do more!

JOHNSON TRACTOR

200 Steward Road

Rochelle, IL
800-262-1680

#2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.
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ASHTON NEWS

Lauren

Rylin

AFC School District students enter
Woodlawn Student and teacher Art Show

Feb. 21 was the opening for the Woodlawn Student

and teacher Art Show. The Ashton-Franklin Center
School District has four students with work in the
show: Hazel from kindergarten, Esme from sixth
grade, and Rylin and Lauren, both freshmen. The

show will have the public vote for their favorite

pieces and the top entries will be made into lamp

post “flags” to be mounted on the bridges between

Sterling and Rock Falls. Last year Nivea, currently a

sophomore, had a work selected and it is currently

hanging. (Courtesy photos)

=

Ryan Dean
Hannah stone Eighth Grade

Seventh Grage

- JANUARY
.~ §TUDENTS

OF THE*
MONTH

b o

ey S,ponsoréd.by:lf";‘i'%t Foods

Lily Cooper
Freshman

Jersey Sprague
Senior

‘-

AFC School D|str|ct names January Students of the Month

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently named its January Students
of the Month. They included Hannah Stone (seventh grade), Ryan Dean (eighth
grade), Lily Cooper (freshman), Bri Bonito (sophomore), Allie Prior (junior) and

Jersey Sprague (senior). The award is sponsored by Crest Foods. (Courtesy photo)

PICTURE
YOURSELF E.,

Kloss, Hoff place 4*" as a team

AFC FFA members Xavier Kloss and Madison Hoff recently placed fourth as a
team in the Section 2 FFA Poultry Judging Career Development Event. Xavier also
finished as the fifth place individual overall. Contestants were tested on their
knowledge of the poultry industry and egg quality. (Courtesy photo)

Kate, Elsie Viall participate in Food Science CDE

Ashton-Franklin Center FFA members Kate Viall and Elsie Viall recently
participated in the Food Science Career Development Event. Kate placed third as
an individual and as a team they placed third in Section 2. Elsie placed third as an

individual in the middle school division and placed second as a team. The Food
Science Career Development Event consists of nutrition calculations, customer
inquiry, triangle tests, identifying aromas and a team problem. (Courtesy photo)

HMCN

Mills & Petrie
Memorial Library and Gymnasium

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
y()ur event

815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
r: Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

704 N. 1st St. | PO Box 308
Ashton, IL 61006
815-453-5048 | 815-453-5058 (fax)

mplibrary @ashtonil.com
Mon-Thu 1pm-6:30pm | Sat 10am-1pm | Closed Fri & Sun

Call 815-973-8397 or millspetrierentals@
gmail.com to rent the gym, Legion room,
entry hall and/or commercial kitchen

Public Librar

Mills and Petrie Memorial
Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

S/ ﬁ;ﬂl
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Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate
811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

LORI PATTERSON

Real Estate

Let me put my 30+ years of real estate experience to work for you!

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center
CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-7461

Lori Patterson

Designated Managing Broker/Owner

(815) 562-7617

loripatterson22 @ gmail.com
http://loripattersonrealestate.com

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241
www.ashtonil.com
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101

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
IDA M. HINTON, De-
ceased.
NO. 2025PR10

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of IDA M. HIN-
TON, of Mount Mor-
ris, lllinois. Letters of
Office were issued on
February 18, 2025, to
EARLEEN A. HINTON,
whose address is 412
N. 6th St., Oregon, IL
61061, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye
& Chadwick, 420 4th
Avenue, PO Box 117,
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Circuit Clerk
of the Court at Ogle
County Courthouse,
Oregon, IL 61061, or
with the representative,
or both, no later than
August 26, 2025, and
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the representative and
to the attorney within 10
days after it has been
filed.
FEARER, NYE &
CHADWICK, Attorneys
for EARLEEN A. HIN-
TON, Executor of the
Estate of IDA M. HIN-
TON, deceased
No. 0221
(Feb. 26, Mar. 5 and 12,
2025)

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for

% Adopt USKids

the improvement de-
scribed below will be
received at the office
of Fehr Graham, 515
Lincoln Highway, Ro-
chelle, lllinois 61068 at
10:00 a.m. on March
19, 2025.

Sealed proposals will
be opened and read
publicly at the office
of Fehr Graham, 515
Lincoln Highway, Ro-
chelle, lllinois 61068 at
10:00 a.m. on March
19, 2025.

Description of Work:

County:

Ogle

Name:

Ogle County Education-
al Co-Op - Parking Lot
Improvements

Location: 204 North
Main Street, Chana, II-
linois

Proposed Improve-
ment: The contract
work shall consist of the
HMA resurfacing of an
existing parking lot and
driveway for the Educa-
tion Center. The ditch
along the east side of
School Street will be

regraded to improve
drainage.

Quest eBid:

9569655

1. Bid docu-

ments available elec-
tronically at  www.
fehrgraham.com for a
non-refundable fee of
$25.00. Also available
at Fehr Graham, 515
Lincoln Highway, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068 for a
non-refundable fee of
$100.00.

2. Prequalifica-
tion

The 2 low bidders must
file within 24 hours after
the letting an “Affidavit
of Availability” (Form
BC 57), in duplicate,
showing all uncomplet-
ed contracts awarded

B «

His first football season, Isaiah
told us, ‘Wear a jersey with my
name on it. I want everyone to
know you’re here for me.

Darnell and Denna, adopted 16-year-old Isaiah

LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN

YOU CAN'T IMAGINE THE REWARD

ADOPT KIDS

HILLCREST -

to them and all low
bids pending award for
Federal, State, County,
Municipal and private
work. One original shall
be filed with the Award-
ing Authority and one
original with the IDOT
District Office.

3. The Award-
ing Authority reserves
the right to waive tech-
nicalities and to reject
any or all proposals as
provided in BLRS Spe-
cial Provision for Bid-
ding Requirements and
Conditions for Contract
Proposals.

4. The following
forms shall be returned
by the bidder to the
Awarding Authority:

a. Local Public
Agency Formal Con-
tract Proposal (BLR
12200)

b. Schedule of
Prices (BLR 12201)

c. Proposal Bid
Bond (BLR 12230) (if
applicable)

d. Apprentice-
ship or Training Pro-
gram Certification (BLR
12325) (do not use for
project with Federal
funds.)

e. Affidavit  of
lllinois Business Office
(BLR 12326) (do not
use for project with Fed-
eral funds)

5. The quanti-
ties appearing in the bid
schedule are approxi-
mate and are prepared
for the comparison
of bids. Payment to
the Contractor will be
made only for the actual
quantities of work per-
formed and accepted
or materials furnished
according to the con-
tract. The scheduled
quantities of work to be
done and materials to
be furnished may be in-

CRESTON -

creased, decreased or
omitted as hereinafter
provided.

6. Submission
of a bid shall be con-
clusive assurance and
warranty the bidder has
examined the plans
and understands all re-
quirements for the per-
formance of work. The
bidder will be responsi-
ble for all errors in the
proposal resulting from
failure or neglect to con-
duct an in depth exam-
ination. The Awarding
Authority will, in no case
be responsible for any
costs, expenses, losses
or changes in anticipat-
ed profits resulting from
such failure or neglect
of the bidder.

7. The  bidder
shall take no advantage
of any error or omission
in the proposal and ad-
vertised contract.

8. If a special
envelope is supplied by
the Awarding Authority,
each proposal should
be submitted in that en-
velope furnished by the
Awarding Agency and
the blank spaces on the
envelope shall be filled
in correctly to clearly
indicate its contents.
When an envelope
other than the special
one furnished by the
Awarding Authority is
used, it shall be marked
to clearly indicate its
contents. When sent by
mail, the sealed propos-
al shall be addressed to
the Awarding Authority
at the address and in
care of the official in
whose office the bids
are to be received. All
proposals shall be filed
prior to the time and at
the place specified in
the Notice to Bidders.
Proposals received af-

m %”ﬂ

Quitting smoking
was hard.
Screening for lung
cancer is easy.

American
Lung

Scan.org

COUNCIL

B

ROCHELLE
New

It's a Smart Investment

Newspaper advertising helps you
reach an engaged audience and
build trust within the community.

>> Our local circulation reach gives
you more bang for your advertising buck.

>> Flexible ad sizes, formats, placement and frequency
are available to fit your needs and budget.

>> Our expert team can help you develop and design an
effective ad or campaign.

Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service

s-Leader

Stay Top of Mind
and Save With

Our Monthly and
Annual Ad Contract
Specials!

awareness:

Nearly

70%
of U.S. adults

read newspapers
each month.

NS
N et

Here’s why consistent
advertising with us is a great
way to build top of mind

— ads inspire action.
Zoutof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

ter the time specified
will be returned to the
bidder unopened.

9. Permission
will be given to a bidder
to withdraw a proposal
if the bidder makes the
request in writing or in
person before the time
for opening proposals.
No. 0303

(March 05, 2025)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all  ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those  asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

V&n you help care for a loved one, you take care ‘ﬁ%‘mrﬁhlw‘

STEWARD -

KINGS . ASHTON
119 307
ANNOUNCEMENTS  MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127

SERVICES / REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care
& Tree Service - 26
Years of Experience -
Fully Insured - Weekly
Mowing, Spring Clean

Up & More - Call
Jeremy 815-761-9619
(RNLONLY20250416)
201

DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
Illinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

elp

2022190

New, Used,

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New I\/Illford::.-
Refrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rockford

Scratch & Dent

815-262-3900

carry a 'arge
selection of
refurbished
appliances
with a
Warranty_

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique,
I'm interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED  Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. Available
Monday-Thursday 815-
562-4171  (9AM-3PM)
Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE

herein s

advertised

But are you taking care of yourself?

subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GUN SHOW

.
GUN SHOW: March 7-9, 2025,
Racine Area/Sturtevant,
Fountain Hall-8505 Durand
Fri 3-9pm, Sat. 9am-5pm,
Sun. 9am-3pm.
$10 (under 14 FREE) .
More info: 563-608-4401
www.marvkrauspromotions.net

Recycle @

AARP can help with information and useful tips on how you can maintain a healthy
life balance, care for your own physical and mental well-being, and manage the
challenges of caring for a loved one. Because the better care you take of yourself,

You're there for them. We're here for you.

the better care you can provide for your loved one.

Find free Care Guides to support you

and your loved one at AARP.org/caregiving

]

in a circular.

consultation.

Learn more about our cost-effective
marketing and advertising solutions
geared toward building top of mind
awareness today. Be sure to contact
your sales rep to get started with a free

Rochelle News-Leader
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

Ogle County Life
Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com
T —

Show, 9
¢ & Sely

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

A,

f

-l

Brovvse
¥ &Buy ¥

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!

AARP

Full-Time & Part-Time
Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted

section of the Classifieds

Start earning now!
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

Stillman

BANK

Alfano’s

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

Member

www.stillmanbank.com Bi¢

Home & auto.
Easy & affordable.

Call me for a quote today

& StateFarm

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc

Water:s\Waste\Water,
Electric: i GCommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Commumty Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Small or Big Construction
Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queen’s Trucking & n
Construction, Inc.

322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

Drivers

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

-
MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Benjamin Morris (left) along with Elias Andronic, Teddy Millard, Nehemiah Andronic
and Chase Marruffo (right from left to right) all became state qualifiers during the
2025 IKWF North Sectional at Jacobs High School in Algonquin on Saturday.

RWC places five champions
at IKWF North Sectional

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ALGONQUIN — The Rochelle Wres-
tling Club sent 16 athletes to the IKWF
North Sectional at Jacobs High School in
Algonquin on Saturday afternoon. The club
crowned five champions and qualified six
wrestlers to participate in the IKWF State
Championship at the Peoria Civic Center.

Raya Windham finished first in the Girls
Bantam 115 Division and Benjamin Morris
finished first in the Boys Senior 164 Divi-
sion with a 2-0 record. Morris scored a 5-3
decision over Sycamore Wrestling Club’s
Dean Hanson in the semifinal round before
securing a 12-3 major decision against
Crystal Lake Wizards Wrestling Club’s
Matt Wika in the final round of the bracket.

Teddy Millard finished first in the Boys
Novice 80 Division with a 3-0 record. Mil-
lard earned a fall over Stockton Renegades
Wrestling Club’s Gannon Kriebs in the
quarterfinals before pinning Crystal Lake
Wizards wrestler Nathan Swierk in the
semifinals. Millard clinched his sectional
championship with a fall over Crystal Lake
Wizards wrestler Anthony Zalud in the
finals.

Nehemiah Andronic finished first in the
Boys Intermediate 79 Division with a 3-0
record. Andronic pinned Red Raiders Wres-
tling Team’s Logan Knaus before picking
up a 14-0 major decision over Alber Ath-
letics wrestler Jax Teran in the semifinals.
Andronic won his sectional championship
with an 8-2 decision against Crystal Lake
Wizards wrestler Joseph Zuehlke.

Elias Andronic finished first in the Boys
Bantam 62 Division with a 3-0 record.
Andronic pinned Riot Room Wrestling’s
Mario Fricano and scored a 10-1 major
decision over Rochelle Wrestling Club’s
Cooper Harris in the semifinals. Andronic
sealed his sectional championship with a
16-1 technical fall against Alber Athletics
Wrestling Club’s Nicholas Jones in the
final round.

Chase Marruffo took third in the Boys
Intermediate 90 Division witha 3-1 record.
Marruffo earned a 4-1 sudden victory over
Riot Room Wrestling’s Michael Fricano in
the quarterfinals before a loss in the semifi-
nalsmoved himinto the wrestlebacks. Mar-
ruffo sealed third place with back-to-back
falls over DeKalb Wrestling’s Jax Lovett
and Xtreme Wrestling’s Grayson Baker.

Ty Johnson went 1-2 over three matches
inthe Boys Bantam 43 Divisionand Eoghan
Good went 2-2 over four matches in the
Boys Bantam 55 Division. Cooper Harris
went 2-2 over four matches in the Boys
Bantam 62 Division and Wells Millard
went 2-2 over four matches in the Boys
Intermediate 64 Division. Grant Cole went
3-2 overfive matches in the Boys Intermedi-
ate 79 Division and Dominic Escatel went
2-2 over four bouts in the Boys Novice 93
Division.

Dustin Hutcherson Jr. (Boys Novice
86 Division), Matthew Johnson Jr. (Boys
Novice 134), Joshua Hernandez (Boys Se-
nior 118 Division) and Montana Contreras
(Boys Senior 144) each went 0-2 over two
bouts at their respective weight classes and
age divisions on Saturday.

Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant.

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery
1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

=) |

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784;

Lic# 055-013999

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A Electric

\ FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Residential e Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns ==

Construction, Ine.  Established 1997

¢ Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Rees e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle of
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

« Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

+Hand dipped ice cream i #3*
(16 flavors) ?&

P NCOUNTRYESCHOUIN

E' DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT £
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

EVE/ HOME

. %AUTO ~ LFE
BUSINESS
%/; WGO Hubs!

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL
815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com
License IL, WI, & Ml Insurance

MORTGAGE LOAN

ORIGINATOR @
NMLS: 2616202




