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Hubs advance to 
regional finals
The RTHS boys basketball 
team defeated Woodstock 
on Wednesday evening. 
See sports
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MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Feb. 10 meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
heard a presentation from 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation Studies 
& Plans Engineer Mike 
Kuehn regarding one or 
two detention areas that 
could be placed at the 
rear of the former site of 
Hickory Grove to assist 
with drainage as the state 
prepares to widen and 
reconstruct Illinois Route 
251 on the north side of 
Rochelle. 

The former site of Hick-
ory Grove at 1127 N. 7th 
St. is owned by the city 
after it purchased it and 
demolished the building 
on the site in recent years 
with plans for future de-
velopment by a buyer that 
has not yet been seen. 

The state is currently 
slated to do the Illinois 
Route 251 work from 
south of Flagg Road to just 
south of Illinois Route 38. 
The deteriorating portion 
of the state-owned Illi-
nois Route 251 will see 

ROCHELLE — The Rochelle Public School 
Districts are proud to announce that three of its 
teachers have been recognized as part of the “Those 
Who Excel” teacher recognition program through the 
Illinois State Board of Education. The three teachers 
honored this year are: Kelly Polz, school counselor 
at Tilton Elementary School; Theresa Crystal, math 
teacher a Rochelle Middle School; and Beth Mock, 
art teacher at Rochelle Township High School.

The “Those Who Excel” program acknowledges 
educators who have excelled in their craft as an 
educator and also made a positive impact on the 
school community as a whole through their ongoing 
efforts on behalf of students.

Kelly Polz
Polz has been recognized by ISBE for Excellence 

in Education. The Rochelle Community Consolidat-
ed School District #231 is excited to support Mrs. 
Polz as she earns this recognition for the work she 
does as a school counselor at Tilton School.

“Mrs. Polz’s continual efforts on behalf of the 
students and teachers at Tilton School and across 
the Rochelle District #231 is inspiring,” Becky Cox, 
principal of Tilton School said. “She is committed to 
supporting students and staff with social emotional 
tools and skill building. Mrs. Polz is a patient and 
calming presence who truly goes out of her way to 
help within the school setting and beyond. Her ex-
tensive knowledge, training, and experience provide 
Tilton School with daily SEL lessons and building 
structures that support all students’ SEL needs.”

Mrs. Polz’s daily duties encompass a wide range 
of responsibilities aimed at supporting students’ 
academic, social, and emotional well-being. She 
provides individual and group counseling to address 
personal challenges, academic concerns, and social 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Jan. 27, the Rochelle City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved a resolution desig-
nating a parcel for the future 
drilling and development of 
a new water well (Well 13). It 
also unanimously approved 
a $356,000 engineering 
agreement with Willett 
Hofmann & Associates for 
the project.

Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities currently owns and 
operates five wells. When 
all are in commission, RMU 
has the capability to pump 

9.6 million gallons of water 
per day. The city’s max peak 
consumption is 4.5 million 
gallons per day. EPA guide-
lines require that with the 
largest pump offline, a city 
would be able to meet their 
peak demand. 

Currently the city’s larg-
est pump, located at Well 
8, is offline as it builds an 
iron filtration plant at that 
site. If another well pump 
or equipment experienced 
a failure requiring a well 
to go offline, RMU would 
narrowly meet its max 
peak demand. 

See WELL 13 page 3

City working with IDOT on detention 
area at Hickory Grove property
Tesreau: ‘We currently have momentum...’

Rochelle teachers recognized by ISBE program
Local teachers Polz, Crystal, Mock honored for excelling in their craft

The Rochelle School Districts are proud to announce that three of its teachers 
have been recognized as part of the “Those Who Excel” teacher recognition 
program through the Illinois State Board of Education. Kelly Polz, school 
counselor at Tilton Elementary School; Theresa Crystal, math teacher a Rochelle 
Middle School; and Beth Mock, art teacher at Rochelle Township High School.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

conflicts. Mrs. Polz also collaborates with 
teachers, administrators, and families to 
develop intervention plans, monitor student 
progress, and offer guidance on behavioral 
issues. She plays a key role in crisis interven-
tion, assisting students in times of emotional 
distress or emergency situations. Through 
these duties, Mrs. Polz creates a supportive 
environment that fosters student success and 
personal growth.

“Mrs. Polz cares about every student, staff 
member and family at Tilton School,” Cox 
said. “She takes the time to build relation-
ships. Her communication and work with 
her students are excellent and makes a lasting 
impact on the lives of those she counsels.”

Mrs. Polz lives in Rochelle with her 
husband, Andrew, and two children, Adri-

an and Elianna. Mrs. Polz is a graduate of 
Kishwaukee College and Northern Illinois 
University. Mrs. Polz has been a counselor 
in Rochelle’s elementary school district 
for six years. Before coming to Rochelle, 
Mrs. Polz was a counselor at Rosecrance 
Berry Campus. Congratulations to Mrs. 
Polz and her family for this well-earned 
recognition.

Theresa Crystal
RMS is excited to congratulate Crys-

tal on being recognized as an honoree 
through the Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion’s “Those Who Excel” program. Mrs. 
Crystal is a seventh grade math teacher.

See THOSE WHO EXCEL page 2

At its Feb. 10 meeting, the Rochelle City Council 
heard a presentation from Illinois Department 
of Transportation Studies & Plans Engineer 
Mike Kuehn regarding one or two detention 
areas that could be placed at the rear of the 
former site of Hickory Grove to assist with 
drainage as the state prepares to widen and 
reconstruct Illinois Route 251 on the north side 
of Rochelle. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

a widening to five lanes with bidirectional turn 
lanes and new signaling, lighting and pedestrian 
improvements. The city hopes to see construction 
start by 2027. 

Kuehn said Feb. 10 there is a need for addi-
tional drainage in the area for rainfall events. 
He presented multiple options to the council for 
detention at 1127 N. 7th St. including one large 
detention jointly owned and used by IDOT and 
the city and a potential future developer, and two 
separate detention areas owned separately by IDOT 
and the city/potential future developer. 

See HICKORY GROVE page 8

City moving forward with 
Well 13 project to meet 
community’s water needs

At its Jan. 27 meeting, the Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved a resolution designating a 
parcel for the future drilling and development of a 
new water well (Well 13).

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
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FREEPORT — Join 
the University of Illinois 
Extension for an engaging 
evening as we delve into 
the rich history of agricul-
tural research at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. This 

informative event will 
take place on Tuesday, 
March 11, at 6 p.m. at the 
Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau Building, 210 W. 
Spring St., Freeport. 

Attendees will have 

the unique opportunity 
to hear from Andrew 
Margenot, PhD, associate 
professor of Soil Science 
and Director of the Mor-
row Plots. Dr. Margenot 
will take us on a historical 

journey, exploring the 
inception of the Morrow 
Plots, the oldest experi-
mental agricultural field 
in the United States. He 
will discuss how these 
plots have evolved over 
the years and how the 
University has adapted 
its campus to preserve 
this vital resource.

In addition to the Mor-
row Plots, Dr. Margenot 
will share insights into 
the Illinois Centennial 
Soil Archive Project. 
This project has signifi-
cantly impacted Illinois 
agriculture throughout 
the 20th century, provid-
ing invaluable data for 
researchers and farm-
ers alike. Also, he will 
share an update about the 
new Alma Mater plots, 
which will research soil 
management practices.  
The evening starts with 
a meal and fellowship, 
followed by the pre-
sentation. Registration 
is required to attend 
the Morrow Plots and 
Illinois Centennial Soil 
Archive Project Event. 
Registration can be com-
pleted on-line at go.illi-

nois.edu/jsw or by calling 
University of Illinois 
Extension at (815) 235-
4125.  

Phosporous
The University of Il-

linois Extension invites 
farmers and agronomists 
to attend an important 
informational session on 
the Phosphorus and Po-
tassium Omission Trials 
being conducted state-
wide by the University 
of Illinois Department of 
Crop Sciences Soils Lab. 
This session will feature 
researcher Dr. Andrew 
Margenot, who will dis-
cuss the ongoing study in 
collaboration with KSI 
Laboratories.

As part of a project 
funded by the Nutrient 
Research and Education 
Council (NREC), this 
research aims to provide 
critical updates to soil test 
values for phosphorus and 
potassium, as outlined 
in the Illinois Agrono-
my Handbook. These 
updates are essential for 
optimizing crop nutrition 
and enhancing farming 
practices across the state.

The session will focus 
on the specific require-
ments for participating 
in the field trials and will 
detail what the research-
ers are looking for in po-
tential cooperators. This 
is a unique opportunity 
to learn how your farm 
may fit into this vital on-
farm trial.

We encourage all in-
terested farmers and ag-
ricultural professionals 
to attend and learn how 
they can contribute to this 
significant study. Your 
participation could play 
a pivotal role in advanc-
ing our understanding of 
soil nutrient dynamics in 
Illinois.

The Informational 
Session on Phosphorus 
and Potassium Omission 
Trials will be held on 
Tuesday, March 11, at 
1:30 p.m. at the Stephen-
son County Farm Bureau 
Building, 210 W. Spring 
St., Freeport.

Registration can be 
completed on-line at go.
illinois.edu/jsw or by 
calling University of Il-
linois Extension at (815) 
235-4125.

Extension program March 11 to delve into agricultural research

The Rochelle Township High School Choir Program and Midnight Voices had the pleasure of ending their day Feb. 25 working with Dr. Jason Hawkins, associate 
professor of Choral Music Education at Western Illinois University. He listened to all of the groups and gave helpful feedback and tips to help elevate their performance 

for the upcoming Choral Pops Concert. (Courtesy photos)

RTHS choir students work with WIU’s Hawkins

From page 1

“Mrs. Crystal is a da-
ta-driven teacher who 
consistently sets high ex-
pectations for all her stu-
dents. She firmly believes 
that every student can 
learn and grow, regardless 
of their starting point, and 
this philosophy is evident 
in her teaching practice,” 
RMS Principal Jordan 
Young said. “What sets 
Mrs. Crystal apart is that 
her commitment to student 
growth is unmistakable, as 
her students consistently 
demonstrate significant 
improvement on standard-
ized assessments.”

As an exceptional ed-
ucator, Mrs. Crystal has 
consistently demonstrated 

her commitment to student 
success, both academical-
ly and personally, and has 
had a profound impact on 
her students, colleagues, 
and our school community 
at Rochelle Elementary 
District #231.

“Theresa’s dedication 
to student success and high 
expectations make her a 
standout educator,” RMS 
Assistant Principal Katie 
Smith said.

Former students ex-
press their gratitude for the 
profound role she played 
in their academic journeys 
and personal growth. This 
connection is one of The-
resa’s many strengths, as 
it fosters an environment 
where students are not 
only encouraged to learn 

but also inspired to believe 
in their own potential.

Mrs. Crystal lives in 
Rochelle with her hus-
band, Mickey. She has two 
children, Jacqueline and 
John, and two grandchil-
dren, Josie and Fin. She 
is a former Army veteran 
and has also dedicated 
20 years of experience in 
Rochelle District #231. 
Congratulations to Mrs. 
Crystal and her family for 
this commendable honor.

Beth Mock
RTHS is proud to an-

nounce that art teacher 
Beth Mock has been rec-
ognized by Those Who 
Excel Awards with the 
Award of Excellence.

“Beth exemplifies out-

standing knowledge and 
performance in her field, 
teaching an impressive 
range of subjects, in-
cluding 2D Art, 3D Art, 
Photography, Advanced 
Art, and AP Art,” RTHS 
Principal Dr. Chris Lewis 
said. “Her AP program 
averages an exam score 
of 3.6 over the last five 
years, showcasing Beth’s 
ability to challenge stu-
dents and support high 
achievement.” 

Throughout her tenure 
at RTHS, Mrs. Mock has 
consistently gone above 
and beyond to foster a 
nurturing and stimulating 
learning environment. 
She possesses an innate 
ability to inspire and 
engage students from 

diverse backgrounds, in-
stilling in them a passion 
for learning that extends 
beyond the classroom. 
Her students have won 
numerous awards for 
their outstanding artwork, 
including local RTHS Art 
show, Conference Art 
Show, and Kishwaukee 
College Art Show. In addi-
tion, many of her students’ 
artwork is displayed in 
prestigious institutions 
such as the White House 
and former Representa-
tive Kinzinger’s office. 

“Those who have had 
the privilege of learning 
from her or working with 
her know that her mark on 
RTHS reaches far beyond 
the classroom,” Lewis 
said. 

Mrs. Mock also encour-
ages students to partici-
pate in her department’s 
summer art camps and 
after school enrichment 
programs like Art Hub. 
Mrs. Mock is truly deserv-
ing of this recognition for 
her exceptional contribu-
tions to education and her 
profound influence on her 
students’ lives.

Mrs. Mock lives in 
Cherry Valley with her 
husband Matt. She is a 
graduate from University 
of Illinois and Western 
Governors University. She 
has dedicated 29 years of 
experience primarily in 
Rochelle District #212. 
Congratulations to Mrs. 
Mock and her family for 
this well-deserved honor.

THOSE WHO EXCEL: Rochelle school teachers honored by ISBE
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• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income
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Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

Rochelle Township High School students in Mr. Baker’s Human Anatomy and Physiology II course recently had the opportunity to learn from visitors from Rochelle 
Community Hospital. Rochelle Community Hospital teamed up with RTHS to get nine different guest speakers in front of students to discuss different career paths they 

could take within the field of medicine. RCH participants included Christine Carter (educator), Eric Van Hise (materials management manager), Emily Cavazos (RN), 
Cherie Hayes (RN), Ronny Alvarez (lead medical lab scientist), Tracey Busby (multi-specialty manager), Joy Miller (radiology manager), Sandra Curatola (surgery RN), 

Brenndon Garcia (human resources) and Dr. Gadini Delisca (orthopedic surgeon). (Courtesy photos)

RCH personnel visit RTHS to work with students

DIXON — The 14th 
annual Ready, Set, Grow 
Gardening Workshop will 
be held on Saturday, 
March 29 at Sauk Valley 
Community College, 173 
Illinois Route 2, Dixon. 
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. 
with the keynote presen-
tation beginning at 9 a.m.

Join keynote speaker, 
experienced landscape 
designer, and horticul-
turalist, Kim Hartman, as 

she unveils the secrets to 
shade-loving plants — in-
cluding fresh and exciting 
new options — to trans-
form your garden into a 
stunning sanctuary. Then, 
choose from engaging 
breakout sessions on land-
scape design, living har-
moniously with wildlife, 
growing Africa violets, 
exploring new vegetables 
and so much more.

This event is hosted by 

University of Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardeners 
from Carroll, Lee, Ogle, 
and Whiteside counties. 
Registration before March 
15 is required and can 
be completed by mail or 
online at go.illinois.edu/
RSG2025. The cost to 
attend is $25 and includes 
the keynote presentation, 
two breakout sessions, 
an optional greenhouse 
tour, and resources to take 

home. There will also be 
ample time for network-
ing with fellow gardeners.

If you will need an 
accommodation in order 
to participate, please call 
the Ogle County Exten-
sion Office at 815-732-
2191. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to 
allow sufficient time to 
meet your access needs.

About Extension: Uni-
versity of Illinois Ex-

tension develops educa-
tional programs, extends 
knowledge, and builds 
partnerships to support 
people, communities, 
and their environments 
as part of the state’s 
land-grant institution. 
Extension serves as the 
leading public outreach 
effort for University of 
Illinois Urbana-Cham-
paign and the College of 
Agricultural, Consumer 

and Environmental Sci-
ences in all 102 Illinois 
counties through a net-
work of 27 multi-county 
units and over 700 staff 
statewide. Extension’s 
mission is responsive to 
eight strategic priorities 
— community, economy, 
environment, food and 
agriculture, health, part-
nerships, technology and 
discovery, and workforce 
excellence.

Grow your gardening knowledge this spring

WELL 13: Well will be located north of Petro, city’s first new drill since 2013
From page 1

To confidently meet 
this demand, increase 
redundancy, and relieve 
other well pumps and 
equipment, the city has 
chosen to drill an addi-
tional well.

“For a community of 
our size and the amount 
of water we use, we real-
ly needed another well,” 
RMU Superintendent of 
Water/Water Reclamation 
Adam Lanning said. “Well 
8 has been off since the 
1990s. When we went 
through the process of 
funding Well 8’s iron fil-
tration plant, we ended up 
with 100 percent principal 
forgiveness and that pro-
vided us the opportunity to 
start the process of Well 13 
and drilling another well. 
We didn’t plan on getting 
100 percent forgiveness 
on a $7.4 million job. That 
opened the door to get 
another well drilled within 
our current rate structure 
and move forward with 
that.”

Well 13 will be located 
on Technology Parkway 
north of the Petro Travel 
Plaza. The two-acre parcel 
is currently owned by the 
city and has been sitting 
vacant for approximately 

15 years. The location was 
chosen to allow for future 
development and to miti-
gate pressure issues from 
dead-end water mains in 
the area.

The first phase of the 
project will involve drill-
ing the well, which could 
cost $1-1.5 million, Lan-
ning said. The second 
phase involves the well 
house construction, likely 
totaling $1.5-2 million for 
a total of $3.5-4 million on 
the project. 

“We’re hoping for prin-
cipal forgiveness on a 
loan and we’re going to 
shoot for some grants to 
try to trim the cost down,” 
Lanning said. “In terms of 
future potential treatment, 
we have pretty good ex-
perience with the water 
quality of the aquifers 
we’re looking at pulling 
from. Illinois State Uni-
versity was hired by the 
city 5-6 years ago to study 
the radium problem in our 
area. We feel pretty con-
fident that we can avoid 
radium in the future by 
pulling from the aquifer 
configuration we’re going 
to pull from. Hopefully we 
don’t have a radium issue, 
which would raise costs.”

Lanning said the well 
could be completed in 

2027. IEPA requirements 
for new wells have not 
changed significantly 
since the city drilled its 
last new well in 2013 
(Well 12). 

Following the com-
pletion of the Well 8 iron 
filtration plant project 
and the Well 13 project, 
Lanning said he believes 
RMU’s water supply will 
“be in a great position for 
future growth and devel-
opment.”

“When you look at 
our total system capacity, 
it seems like we have 
more than enough now,” 
Lanning said. “On paper, 
that’s true, but it’s not true 
in reality. Pumps wear out 
constantly. Our pumps, 
because of our water us-
age, are running almost 
continuously. At Well 
10, we replaced that well 
pump and it was only five 
years old and we had well 
over four billion gallons 
of water run through it. 
They wear out quickly but 
they’re working nonstop. 
This is going to give all 
of our wells a break and 
spread out the cost of when 
wells need to be rehabil-
itated. Currently, a new 
well pump costs upwards 
of $150,000-200,000.”

Lanning said that 

RMU’s recent infrastruc-
ture projects in its water 
and wastewater depart-
ments have been aided 
by the receipt of grants 
and loans with principal 
forgiveness. That has al-
lowed RMU to avoid large 
rate increases to fund the 
projects. 

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh credited Lan-

ning and his department 
for their work on reinvest-
ing in infrastructure. 

“You look at the overall 
rate structure, and we’ve 
had rate increases, but 
we’re still right there in 
the middle compared 
to other communities,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “And 
we’ve been very aggres-
sive on reinvestment in 

infrastructure so we’re not 
playing catch up like other 
communities that may 
have lower rates now and 
would have to make big 
rate increases. You don’t 
want to be the community 
with the highest or lowest 
rates in the area. Being 
the lowest means you’re 
not reinvesting back into 
your system.”

The first phase of the project will involve drilling the well, which could cost $1-1.5 
million, Lanning said. The second phase involves the well house construction, 
likely totaling $1.5-2 million for a total of $3.5-4 million on the project. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 22 at 10:22 a.m. 
Danielle N. Schmitto, 
25, of Ashton was cited 
for speeding. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 22 at 11:29 
p.m. Aidan M. Rodriguez, 
19, of Rochelle was cited 
for use of communication 
device. He signed a prom-
ise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 23 at 11:14 a.m. 
Diane E. Johnson, 62, of 
Rockford was cited for 
no insurance. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 23 at 11:30 
a.m. Lindsay Beyer, 30, 
of Iowa City was cited for 
disregarding a stop sign. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 23 at 3:12 p.m. 
Adaleiah X. Villalobos, 
18, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an Ogle County 
warrant. She paid $456 
and was released. 

On Feb. 23 at 6:22 p.m. 
Jose M. Esquivel-Medina, 
28, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an Ogle County 
warrant and transferred. 

On Feb. 24 at 8:02 a.m. 
Jaqui Becerra-Hernandez, 
24, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 53 in a 30 
miles per hour zone. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a March 
21 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 24 at 12:37 
p.m. Joseph Gridley, 61, 
of Malta was arrested for 
battery. He was released 
on a notice to appear with 
a March 21 Ogle County 
court date.

On Feb. 25 at 1:14 
a.m. Israel Centeno, 41, 
of DeKalb was cited for 
speeding 80 in a 55 miles 
per hour zone. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 25 at 10:49 
a.m. Timothy Hendrick-
son, 38, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an Ogle Coun-
ty warrant and transferred. 

On Feb. 25 at 1:22 
p.m. Jose Barraza, 58, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 67 in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 25 at 8:43 p.m. 
Spencer Contreras, 28, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He signed 
a promise to comply and 

was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 25 at 10:37 
p.m. Robert Molinaro, 54 
of Rochelle was cited for a 
registration violation and 
operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 26 at 1:01 
a.m. Tyler J. Nalley, 24, 
of Silver Creek, Nebraska 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. 

On Feb. 26 at 3 p.m. 
Aleja Hueramo Fulgencio, 
50, of Rochelle was cited 
for expired registration 
and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 28 at 3 a.m. 
Zachary R. Richards, 39, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an Ogle County war-
rant. He paid $90 and was 
released. 

On Feb. 28 at 3 a.m. Sa-
mantha C. Nelson, 35, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
domestic battery, criminal 
damage to property, home 
invasion and unlawful use 
of a weapon and trans-
ferred. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

DIXON – State Sen-
ator Li Arellano, Jr. 
(R-Dixon) is proud to 
announce the launch of 
his Mobile Constituent 
Services initiative in 
the 37th Senate District 
starting in March

“The 37th District 
includes all or parts of 
12 counties, and my 
team and I have made it 
a top priority to be ac-
cessible to constituents 

Arellano launches mobile 
constituent services

throughout the district,” 
said Senator Arellano, 
Jr. “During these events, 
my staff will be avail-
able to assist with any 
state-related issues you 
may have. As a state of-
fice, we have the ability 
to connect directly with 
state agencies to provide 
assistance in any way 
possible.”

The Mobile Constit-
uent Services schedule 

for March is as follows:
Tuesday, March 4
Winifred Knox Me-

morial Library. 112 S. 
Elm Street, Franklin 
Grove, IL 61031. 10 a.m. 
to noon. 

Mills Petrie Library. 
701 N. 1st St., Ashton, 
IL 61006. 1-3 p.m.

Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library. 619 4th Ave., 
Rochelle,  IL 61068. 
3:30-5:30 p.m.

OREGON — On Feb. 
25 at approximately 1:23 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 1,000 
block of East Illinois 
Route 72.  After inves-
tigation deputies placed 
Ethan Rogers, 55, of 
Leaf River, under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Rogers was ad-
ditionally issued a citation 
for operating an uninsured 
vehicle.  Rogers was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was released 
on a notice to appear and 
given a future court date. 

On Feb. 25 at approxi-
mately 5:35 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
Lowden Road and Nashua 
Road. After further in-
vestigation John Strader, 
36, of Dixon, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
while license revoked 
and an outstanding Lee 
County warrant.  Strader 
was also cited for an equip-
ment violation. Strader 
was transported to the 

Ogle County Jail where 
he was released on notice 
to appear bonds. 

On Feb. 25 at approxi-
mately 5:51 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 6,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Luis Diaz, 45, of 
Rockford, under arrest 
for driving with no valid 
driver’s license. Diaz 
was additionally issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Diaz was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was released on a 
notice to appear and given 
a future court date.

On Feb. 25 at approxi-
mately 9:31 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of East Il-
linois Route 64 and South 
Chamberlain Road. After 
investigation deputies 
placed Anna Reillo, 22, 
of Cortland, under arrest 
for driving under the in-
fluence-combination of 
alcohol and drugs. Reillo 

was additionally issued 
citations for possession of 
cannabis-driver, operation 
of an uninsured motor 
vehicle, and speeding. 
Reillo was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was released 
on a notice to appear and 
given a future court date.

On Feb. 25 at approxi-
mately 2:26 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to 8725 
N. Illinois Route 2 in 
reference to an accident. 
After an investigation, 
deputies arrested Cynthia 
Swanson, 64, of Byron, 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, having 
no insurance, and leaving 
the scene of an accident. 
Swanson was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where she was processed 
on her charges and re-
leased on a notice to ap-
pear court date. Swanson’s 
vehicle was towed from 
the scene.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

DUBUQUE, Iowa – 
Around 50 high-achiev-
ing high school seniors 
attended the University of 
Dubuque’s annual Second 
Century Scholars Day on 
Friday, February 14, 2025, 
on campus.

Among them was Jack-
son Smith of Rochelle 
Township High School.

Supported by generous 
investors, the Second 
Century Scholars program 
awards two renewable 

full-tuition scholarships 
and several one-time Dis-
tinguished Scholar awards 
to incoming first-year 
students who show a 
wide-ranging curiosity 
about their world, a strong 
capacity for self-disci-
pline, and a passion for 
academic excellence in 
service to their commu-
nities.

To be eligible for the 
scholarships, invited 
students with a 3.75 or 

higher GPA were on 
campus to participate 
in the Second Centu-
ry Scholars Day. They 
completed a series of 
interviews and a writing 
exercise, learned about 
UD’s Scholar-Leader 
Honors Program through 
an informational session, 
met with UD faculty and 
students, and attended a 
dinner where they were 
recognized for their aca-
demic accomplishments. 

Read and 
Recycle

CHICAGO – The 
American Red Cross of 
Illinois proudly announces 
Kellie O’Connell as its new 
regional chief executive 
officer. While her respon-
sibilities include the entire 
Illinois Red Cross region, 
O’Connell will be primar-
ily based at the Greater 
Chicago headquarters.

An accomplished and 
inspiring leader, O’Con-
nell brings a wealth of ex-
perience that aligns closely 
with the Red Cross mis-
sion, emphasizing commu-
nity engagement, equitable 
access to resources, and 
diversity initiatives.

With more than 20 
years of experience in 
nonprofit and govern-
mental roles, O’Connell 
has dedicated her ca-
reer to ensuring access 
to vital resources for 
underserved communi-
ties. Most recently, she 
served as chief executive 
officer of Nourishing 
Hope (formerly Lakev-
iew Pantry). During her 
tenure, she expanded 
the organization’s food 
storage and distribution 
capacity, launched an 
innovative online market 
program, grew its mental 
health and social service 
offerings, rebranded the 
organization, and forged 
collaborative partner-
ships across Chicago.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Kellie to the 
Red Cross,” Judy Green, 
division vice president, 
North Central Division, 
American Red Cross, 
said. “Her leadership, 
vision, and deep com-
mitment to helping com-
munities in need will 
strengthen our ability 
to deliver the Red Cross 
mission across the Il-
linois region before, 
during, and after emer-
gencies.”

As Regional CEO, 

O’Connell named regional CEO of 
American Red Cross of Illinois

The American Red Cross of Illinois proudly 
announces Kellie O’Connell as its new regional chief 
executive officer.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

O’Connell will lead a 
team of dedicated vol-
unteers and staff, serving 
more than 12.2 million 
people in 88 counties 
across Illinois, and parts 
of Iowa, and Missouri.

“I am deeply honored 
to join the Red Cross 
and lead this exceptional 
team of volunteers and 
staff,” O’Connell said. 
“Together, we’ll build 
on the region’s strong 
legacy of service while 
exploring new ways to 
expand our impact and 
bring hope to those who 
need it most.”

O’Connell holds a 
bachelor ’s degree in 
Sociology from North-
ern Illinois University 
and a master’s degree in 
Sociology from Loyola 
University Chicago. She 
is also a 2019 graduate 
of Harvard Business 
School’s Strategic Per-
spectives in Nonprofit 

Management Execu-
tive Education Program. 
Since 2020, she has been 
a Leadership Greater 
Chicago Fellow and is 
an active member of the 
Engagement Committee 
of the Economic Club of 
Chicago. O’Connell also 
serves on the executive 
committee of the board 
of Guitars Over Guns.

O’Connell joins the 
Illinois Red Cross fol-
lowing the departure of 
former Regional CEO 
Celena Roldán Sarillo.

The American Red 
Cross of Illinois serves 
communities through a 
network of five chapters: 
Central Illinois, Greater 
Chicago, Illinois River 
Valley, Quad Cities & 
Northwest Illinois, and 
South & West Central 
Illinois. Our mission is to 
help people prepare for, 
respond to, and recover 
from emergencies.

RTHS’s Smith attends UD’s 
Second Century Scholars Day

DECATUR — Pay-
ton Hale of Rochelle has 
made the Dean’s List for 
Fall 2024 at Millikin Uni-
versity.

Students who attempt 12 
graded credits during a fall 
or spring semester and earn 
a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher earn Dean’s List 

honors. Students earning 
a perfect 4.00 grade point 
average on 12 graded 
credits attempted earn High 
Dean’s List honors.

Hale makes Dean’s List 
for Fall 2024 at Millikin
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OGLE COUNTY — 

Lutheran Social Services 
of Illinois (LSSI) has 
provided its Comprehen-
sive Community Based 
Youth Services (CCBYS) 
program to youth in Ogle 
County for over 35 years. 
The CCBYS Program 
assists Ogle County with 
intervention services for 
youth ages 11-17 by re-
sponding to local law 
enforcement for youth 
who have been locked out 
of their homes by their 
family or who have run 
away from home. These 
youth are typically at high 
risk for involvement with 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) or the 
juvenile justice system. 

CCBYS provides emer-
gency services 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year. A special-
ized LSSI crisis worker 

can de-escalate the conflict 
and work toward helping 
the youth remain at home. 
Once CCBYS is involved 
with a family, the program 
continues to offer outpa-
tient counseling services 
and family support to 
prevent future crises. 

CCBYS also provides 
discretionary services, 
such as counseling and 
support to youth who are 
referred by school person-
nel, community providers, 
or family members who 
recognize that an adoles-
cent is at-risk of delinquen-
cy or family disruption. 
CCBYS also provides 
this service in-home, at 
school, or any environment 
least restrictive, as long as 
confidentiality is upheld. 

The CCBYS program 
works hard with local 
law enforcement in Ogle 
County to make a differ-
ence in the communities 

we serve. We would like to 
recognize the Polo Police 
Department for their tre-
mendous efforts in helping 
youth in their community. 
Polo Police Chief Matthew 
Coppotelli works closely 
with CCBYS and provides 
the necessary services to 
youth in the community. 

 “In a city where re-
sources are limited, the 
partnership between the 
Polo Police Department 
and CCBYS has been 
essential in providing 
services and a safer en-
vironment for the youth 
in our community,” Chief 
Coppotelli said. “Having 
the assistance of trained 
advocates allows for con-
structive dialogues, which 
leads to a more supportive 
environment for the chil-
dren in our community, 
who often face a vari-
ety of challenges.” LSSI 
thanks the Polo Police 

LSSI provides crisis intervention for Ogle County youth

Department for their hard 
work helping youth in the 
community. 

For CCBYS services, 
community members may 
contact the Nachusa LSSI 

office at 815.284.7796 and 
ask to speak to someone in 
the CCBYS program. 

Front row left to right: Cassie Bushman, Chief Matthew Coppotelli, CCBYS and 
Supervisor Kindra Short. Back row left to right: Angelica Davis, Ciara Dickson, 
Karen Lonkert, and Daniel Ramirez.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church 
is a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith and harvesting love. 
Coffee or Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. Worship begins at 10:45 a.m. Sunday school 
is conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-Thursday, 
Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil 
Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English 
and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 
8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or by appointment. Religious 
Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 903 
Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 
subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, 

but ideas will not be altered. All letters 
must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for 

verification purposes. Neither the 
street address nor phone number 
will be printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. 

Any letters from boards or organizations 
must include at least one name of 

an individual. Any criticism of public 
officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or 

actions made in office, as personal 
attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between 
the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will 

be published, however letters from 
candidates endorsing themselves will 

not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 

38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. 
Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to 

edit or reject any letter to the editor 
for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect 

the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia       pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

PR E S I D E N T 
Trump wasted no 
time in targeting 

transgender people on his 
first day back on the job. 
He issued an executive 
order stating that the 
federal government will 
recognize only two sex-
es, male and female. The 
effects of this and other 
executive orders will be 
broad and deep.

The federal govern-
ment will refuse to identify 
transgender people as such 
on its documents, includ-
ing passports. Supportive 
programs at school, mil-
itary service, and sports 
are to be a thing of the 
past for them. Federal 
insurance will no longer 
cover them for their con-
dition. Federal prisons 
will move transgender 
women to male pris-
ons. Opponents to the 
transgender movement 
are meanwhile pushing 
for restrictions on their 
bathroom access and their 
ability to revise their birth 
certificates.

It’s important to be 

clear, in this emotionally 
charged situation, about 
the difference between 
sex, which refers to the 
organs for making babies, 
and gender, which reflects 
how people see them-
selves and their place 
in society. Transgender 
people feel that their psy-
chological, emotional, 
and/or erotic make-up 
don’t line up with the sex 
identified in their birth 
certificates. The Trump 
administration’s policies 
imply that such people 
are deluded, dishonest, 
or simply immoral.

Science can help re-
solve this conflict by ex-
plaining how it is that we 
become men and women. 
It can be surprisingly 
complicated, as revealed 
by J. Ben Morton in the 
Feb. 6 Huffington Post 
(huffpost.com). He’s by 
all appearances a male, 
but he learned from ge-
netic testing at age 32 that 
his cells contain, not the 
XY chromosome com-
bination that produces a 
male, but instead the XX 

chromosome pairing of 
a female.

This came about in his 
mother’s womb, when 
part of his Y chromo-
some moved to the X 
chromosome. He grew 
up with the sexual organs 
of a male on the outside 
but, in his words, “my 
internal functioning was 
more blurred, including 
irregular hormone 
production and 
likely infertility.” 

His  d iagno-
sis provided an 
explanation for 
his health issues: 
“I couldn’t build 
muscle as quick-
ly, I was usually 
tired, and my brain 
seemed to operate dif-
ferently.” It also enabled 
him to receive appropriate 
medical treatments, and 
made him more sympa-
thetic to those who “don’t 
fit the typical molds.”

Claire Ainsworth, in 
the Oct. 22, 2018 Scien-
tific American magazine, 
explained that Mr. Mor-
ton’s condition is one of 

many variations of mixed 
male and female anatomy 
that can occur. They result 
from genetic mutations, 
mixed-up hormonal sig-
nals, and even exchanges 
of genes between the 
mother and the fetus in 
the womb.

 It’s possible, as a 
result, for people to have 
complete or partial or-

gans of both sex-
es.  They may, for 
example, develop 
testicles on the 
inside, but female 
genitals on the 
outside, and are 
identified as fe-
males at birth. Ms. 
Ainsworth report-
ed, in a similar 

vein, that one man, who 
had fathered four chil-
dren, discovered at age 
70 that he had a womb.

These people aren’t 
transgender, and they 
make up a tiny percentage 
of the population. But 
they demonstrate that sex 
and gender aren’t neces-
sarily a simple matter of 
XX vs. XY. Their exis-

tence also suggests that 
there’s much we still don’t 
know about sex and gen-
der regarding transgender 
people — and the rest of 
us as well. Common sense 
tells us that some hetero-
sexual men can at times 
seem more feminine than 
some females, and vice 
versa. Sexual organs and 
the brain don’t always 
make for a perfect match.

It makes sense, given 
these uncertainties, to be 
cautious with judgments 
about transgender peo-
ple, as well as those who 
consider themselves to be 
gay, lesbian, or otherwise 
outside the sexual norm. 
Science provides a useful 
frame of reference, but it 
can take us only so far. 
The question is, in the 
end, not as much about 
scientific fact as it is about 
how we want to treat 
people who are different. 

We might want to ex-
clude or punish them if 
we see them as threats to 
beliefs and values that we 
hold dear. It’s an ancient 
and natural tendency. The 

better alternative, also 
ancient and natural, is to 
treat them with the kind-
ness and understanding 
that we offer to everyone 
else.

Transgender people 
and their advocates must 
in like manner offer kind-
ness and understanding to 
their opponents, if we’re 
to reach a consensus on 
this issue. Their beliefs 
and fears are sincere. 
Everyone must be willing 
to compromise, whenever 
possible. 

President Trump’s ex-
ecutive order isn’t kind or 
understanding. It’s judg-
mental and punitive, and 
it won’t bring a lasting 
resolution to the culture 
war over transgender 
people.

Lowell Harp is a re-
tired school psycholo-
gist who served school 
districts in Ogle County. 
His column runs monthly 
in The Ogle County Life. 
For previous articles, 
you can follow him on 
Facebook at http://fb.me/
lowellharp.

DEAReditor,
This is in 

response to the 
opinions of Reed Harris 
published in the Sun-
day, Feb. 23 issue of the 
Rochelle News-Leader. 
Harris writes: “So, what 
is Elon doing cutting and 
gutting our federal govern-
ment?”  Reed’s response: 
“So that President Trump 
and his administration can 
look good by beginning 
to reduce the deficit they 
raise in a few months or a 
couple of years and look 
good at the next election 
(if there is one).” 

Here are examples of 
why the current president 
is attempting to cut certain 
programs from our federal 
government according to 
https://www.whitehouse.
gov/articles/2025/02/at-
usaid-waste-and-abuse-
runs-deep/: 

$1.5 million to “ad-
vance diversity equity 

and inclusion in Serbia’s 
workplaces and business 
communities.”

$70,000 for production 
of a “DEI musical” in 
Ireland. 

$2.5 million for electric 
vehicles in Vietnam. 

$47,000 for a “trans-
gender opera” in Colom-
bia. 

$32,000 for a “trans-
gender comic book” in 
Peru. 

$2 million for sex 
changes and “LGBT ac-
tivism” in Guatemala. 

$6 million to fund tour-
ism in Egypt. 

Hundreds of millions 
of dollars for a non-profit 
linked to designated ter-
rorist organizations.

Millions were sent 
to EcoHealth Alliance, 
which was involved in re-
search at the Wuhan lab in 
China where COVID-19 
originated. 

Hundreds of thousands 

of meals went to al Qae-
da-affiliated fighters in 
Syria. 

Funding to print “per-
sonalized” contraceptive 
birth control devices in 
developing countries.

Hundreds of millions of 
dollars to fund “irrigation 
canals, farming equip-
ment, and even fertilizer 
used to support the unprec-
edented poppy cultivation 
and heroin production in 
Afghanistan,” benefiting 
the Taliban.

These are some 
examples of gov-
ernment programs 
that the current 
president has iden-
tified as not helpful 
to the U.S. and 
must be investigated and 
cut. Harris appears to be 
supporting such programs.  

Harris states, “And 
why does President Trump 
want peace between 
Ukraine and Russia so 

badly?”  He theorizes, 
“Since Russia is now feel-
ing the squeeze on their 
economy, the President 
would like to make sure 
that Russia is saved from 
the trauma.”  President 
Trump has repeatedly said 
in many live speeches and 
interviews over various 
media that he wants peace 
in order to stop the killing. 
It is helpful to hear his 
assertions live without the 
distortions from replays 
by the mainstream media. 

Harris states, 
“With all these 
changes and shake-
ups within the gov-
ernment, there is 
one area that will 
feel things a bit 

differently.  Farmers may 
feel some of the biggest 
effects with these chang-
es.  But it should not be 
assumed that farmers will 
be the only ones affected.  
With grocery prices stay-

ing high or even rising in 
some areas, you and I will 
feel an even tighter pinch 
at the supermarket since 
it’s farmers who supply the 
basic ingredients to most 
of our purchases.” 

It is difficult to predict 
at this time what effect 
some shake-ups will have. 
If fuel prices drop due to 
more drilling, this will 
help farmers and help 
reduce grocery prices. 

Harris argues, “Fund-
ing cuts will also impact 
19 land-grant univer-
sity-based innovation 
labs in 17 states.” Time 
magazine had an article 
on ridiculous research at 
universities. Some studies 
they cite are “Depressed 
Individuals May Fail to 
Decrease Sadness,” “Be-
ing Homeless Is Bad for 
Your Health,” and “Sci-
entists Discover a Differ-
ence Between the Sexes,” 
among others. This is the 

type of research that the 
current administration is 
looking to cut. 

Harr is  concludes , 
“How did some of us 
not see these changes 
coming?” In his opinion, 
“We had one eye on the 
television, one eye on 
our phones, and were 
told the truth was false 
and the false true.  In a 
sense, beaten within an 
inch of our rationality with 
disinformation.” Perhaps 
Harris was not hearing 
both sides but was only 
getting a one-sided view 
of the news. It was clear to 
most people who viewed 
his live speeches what 
the current president said 
before being elected: drill 
baby drill, close the bor-
der, stimulate the econo-
my, and root out waste in 
government operations.

Chuck Roberts
Rochelle

XX, XY, and the transgender culture war

Letter: Response to Harris column
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Feb. 4 - Justin Otte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 5 - Julie Mann, Chana, $25

Feb. 6 - Chrissy Smardo, Steward, $25

Feb. 7 - Kailey Pifer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - Sharon Watkins, Sycamore, $25

Feb. 9 - Roger Meyer, Mt. Morris, $50

Feb. 10 - Elsie Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Xoe LeMay, Dixon, $25

Feb. 12 - Tom Myrick, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Juan Luna, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Bill Cash, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 15 - Alyssa Perez, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 16 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 17 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Bridget Schott, Dixon, $25

Feb. 19 - Mark Wanner, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 20 - Leslie Ramsey, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 21 - Rajiji Sud, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Doris Parks, $25

Feb. 23 - Tracy Alford, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 24 - Shelly Crouch, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Patti Doyle, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - Ashley Lawrenz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 27 - Jessica Huerta, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 28 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 1 - Gary Tarvestad, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 2 - Danica Rogers, Rochelle, $50

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
March 2

Addison Perkins
 

March 5
Briggs Bridgeman

 
March 6

Nicole King

March 8
Chaz Conant

Donna Sassaman
 

March 9
Minia Waters

 
March 13

Veronica Lopez
 

March 16
Christy Oleson

 March 19
John Overstreet

 
March 20

Jesse Lopez
Rachelle Phillips

 
March 22

Wakely Peterman
 

March 23
Kristi Gonzales

 
March 24

John Wooten
Lanie McPherson

 

March 25
Chaz & Kathy Conant 

(anniversary)
Liz Danekas

Shaun Rosenbach
 

March 26
LeeAnn Komadina

Kim Dougherty
Bernie & Anna Sexton 

(anniversary)
 

March 30
Grace Olson

ROCHELLE — On 
Saturday, Feb. 22, the 
Rochelle Middle School 
math team competed in 
the regional MathCounts 
competition. Students 
participated in the events: 
the team competition, the 
individual competition, 
and the “Countdown” 
competition. 

The RMS team (Daphne 
Wise, Arabella Maruffo, 
Brisa Nambo, Edison 
Rodriguez) took first place 
and will advance to the 
state level competition in 
March.

The top four scorers on 
the individual exam prog-
ress to the state competi-
tion. All four were from 
RMS: first Edison Ro-
driguez, second Arabella 
Maruffo, third Daphne 
Wise, fourth Brisa Nambo. 
Sixth place Yazmin Cruz 
will go as an alternate. Jae 
Goodrich placed seventh 
as an individual and will 
also be an alternate.

According to the Math-

RMS math team advances to state

Back row: Coach Dr. Desireé Rones, Jae Goodrich, Edison Rodriguez, Daniela 
Garcia and Esmeralda Brizuela. Front row: Daphne Wise, Bella Maruffo, Brisa 
Nambo and Yazmin Cruz. Not pictured: Lillian Wengelewski and Gavin Koellig.

Counts website, the state 
meet will be on Saturday, 
March 8 in Oswego.

In the Countdown 
round, Mathletes go head-
to-head to solve math 
problems in front of an 
audience. Six of the eight 

contestants were from 
RMS, including Cruz, 
Nambo, and Jae Goodrich. 
Those who placed in the 
finals were Wise (sec-
ond), Rodriguez (third), 
and Maruffo (fourth). The 
Countdown competition is 

a regional event only and 
does not progress to the 
state level.

All students who com-
peted represented Ro-
chelle Middle School well 
and are to be commended 
for their participation. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)



SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2025SECTION 1 • PAGE 8 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

The Rochelle Township High School Student Council visited Liberty Village in Rochelle on Feb. 20 to play volleyball with some of the residents. The students assembled 
and donated goody bags for all the residents. (Courtesy photos)

RTHS Student Council visits Liberty Village

OREGON — Bat-
tery-containing devices 
seem to be everywhere 
and are becoming a major 
topic in the solid waste 
and recycling industries.  
Everything from small 
handheld items to vehi-
cles, rechargeable batter-
ies are a common part of 
everyday life for almost 
everyone.  

Like every other prod-
uct, rechargeable batteries 
have an end of life (EOL) 
and must be managed safe-
ly and responsibly when 

that time comes.  Batter-
ies though, unlike other 
items, can be dangerous 
and pose safety threats if 
their EOL is not managed 
properly.  Regular sin-
gle-use alkaline batteries 
are non-hazardous and 
may be disposed of in the 
regular trash, but there are 
also mail-back programs 
for these batteries as well.

First, rechargeable bat-
teries or other battery-con-
taining devices, should 
never be placed into reg-
ular curb-side recycling 

carts, recycling drop-off 
bins, or garbage cans with 
trash destined for landfill 
disposal.  Doing so will 
expose the battery to con-
ditions which may cause 
the battery to overheat and 
could lead to a fire.  Re-
cent incidents involving 
waste-hauling trucks and 
recycling processing facil-
ities are well documented 
and are now commonplace 
in the news.

Second, always charge 
batteries according to 
the manufacturer’s in-

structions, use the proper 
charging devices, and 
monitor devices and 
batteries for damage, 
charging ability, overheat-
ing, and deformation and/
or bulging.

Third, when the EOL 
comes for your recharge-
able battery, be sure it gets 
recycled properly.  Here in 
Ogle County rechargeable 
batteries can be brought 
to the monthly residential 
electronics collections, 
and are also accepted 
from businesses and 

institutions through a 
separate program.  There 
are also mail back pro-
grams for batteries and 
some home improvement 
and electronic stores 
take back rechargeable 
batteries as well.  You 
can also check with the 
manufacturer of the de-
vice for proper recycling 
and take back options.

In regards to small 
battery containing de-
vices such as vapes, toll 
transponders, and other 
small sealed electronics, 

check with the manu-
facturer or the generator 
of the device for proper 
recycling.  Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Department (OCSWMD) 
will take these items 
also at their monthly 
residential electronic 
collections.

For more information 
about battery safety and 
proper recycling, call the 
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020 or visit www.ogle-
countyil.gov and head to 
the Solid Waste tab.

OCSWMD releases battery information

From page 1

Options also included 
the detention areas to have 
a dry bottom or constant 
water with a potential wa-
ter feature. The hypotheti-
cal plans also included the 
placement of trees and a 
possible walking path. 

The plans would still 
allow for future develop-
ment of the front of the 
currently-vacant Hickory 
Grove site off Illinois 
Route 251, with a hypo-
thetical 7,742 square foot 
building shown Feb. 10 
along with parking. City 
officials provided feed-
back on the project and 
more detailed plans will 
be brought back by IDOT 
in the future.

City Engineer Sam 
Tesreau and City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 
with the News-Leader 
Feb. 18 regarding the proj-
ect. Tesreau said the city 
council provided crucial 
feedback on Feb. 10. 

“Clearly, we heard the 
council’s desire to go with 
a dry-bottom pond and 
the idea that we need to 
incorporate landscaping 
around the perimeter of 
the facility too and may-
be some other ancillary 
items such as a walking 
path to provide for the 
community,” Tesreau said. 
“I believe we can make a 
nice looking facility in the 
middle of an area that was 
blighted before, while also 

maintaining a portion of 
the property for commer-
cial development up front 
along Illinois Route 251. 
We want to see develop-
ment along there. We don’t 
want those vacant spaces 
along that corridor. It’s 
crucial and it’s a critical 
entrance to the city.”

The city has been work-
ing in conjunction with 
IDOT on the Illinois Route 
251 reconstruction project 
for years in hopes of see-
ing it come to fruition as 
soon as possible. Tesreau 
believes the project will 
enhance the corridor and 
entice businesses to invest 
along it. 

The issue with storm-
water exists at the intersec-
tion when high-intensity 
storms take place and city 
public works employees 
have responded to the area 
in the past to attempt to get 
water moved out of the 
area. The Hickory Grove 
detention area is one of a 
few areas that are being 
considered for stormwater 
detention along the corri-
dor, Tesreau said. 

Tesreau said he’d like 
to see one large dry bot-
tom detention area shared 
by the city and IDOT to 
allow for as much space 
as possible for a future 
development on the front 
of the property. He said 
the footprint of the even-
tual development space 
would be similar in size 
to the nearby property 

occupied by Great Clips 
and T-Mobile.

Next steps on the proj-
ect will include revising 
the plans for the detention 
area and development por-
tion including the addition 
of more parking spaces. 
The plan would go back 
before the city council 
for approval and intergov-
ernmental agreements for 
drainage and storm sewer 
easements to connect the 
area to Illinois Route 251 
would be voted on.  

Fiegenschuh said the 
city feels confident about 
getting a developer for the 
front of the Hickory Grove 
lot in the future. 

“We haven’t had a lot 
of interest lately, but the 
council made it very clear 
when we took that proper-
ty over, that the top priority 
was clearing the blight, 
which we’ve done,” Fie-
genschuh said. “Then they 
made it abundantly clear 
that we want to make sure 
we get a project that the 
community can be proud 
of. However long it takes 
for that project to come 
to fruition, we’re willing 
to wait.” 

Tesreau said the city is 
motivated to work quickly 
with the state on the deten-
tion project to help move 
the overall Illinois Route 
251 project along. Tesreau 
has worked for the past 20 
years in hopes to see the 
project happen and said 
the current momentum 

HICKORY GROVE: City working with IDOT for potential detention pond

behind it is the most the 
city has seen. 

The city council recent-
ly dedicated $3.7 million 
for the city’s portion of the 
project that will include 
water main replacement 
and relocation, lighting, 
and its share of streetlights 
and pedestrian facili-
ties like sidewalks and a 
shared-use path that will 
run to the existing path at 
Flagg Road. 

“We’re making a pretty 
significant investment,” 
Tesreau said. “The last I 
checked, the overall proj-
ect is estimated at about 
$15 million for that cor-
ridor improvement. We’re 

committed and we want to 
try to help the state where 
we can to facilitate items 
such as this detention area 
to address some of the 
issues we’ve got and keep 
it moving forward.”

One of the concerns the 
city hears most often from 
residents is the condition 
of the stretch of Illinois 
Route 251 that will be 
reconstructed by the state. 

“We’ve been working 
with IDOT for most of 
my time here pushing this 
project forward,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “To see them 
taking that on and under-
standing the importance 
of it to our community is 

a positive step. When this 
project moves forward 
and construction starts 
it’s going to be one of 
the largest road projects 
this community has ever 
undertaken. It’s going to 
be an intrusive project to 
say the least. We’re go-
ing to work with folks to 
make sure businesses are 
accessible as possible. I’m 
excited to be part of it be-
cause this will be the most 
complex road improve-
ment project I’ve been 
part of in my 20 years as 
a city manager. To see the 
fruits of everyone’s labor 
and seeing it completed 
will be great.”

The plans would still allow for future development of the front of the 
currently-vacant Hickory Grove site off Illinois Route 251, with a hypothetical 
7,742 square foot building shown Feb. 10 along with parking.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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RTHS Boys Basketball

SPORTS DANCERS HONORED 
 
The RTHS dance team held its awards 
banquet on Tuesday evening. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Basketball

Become a  
Hubs Super Fan
today! Contact your sales 

representative today!
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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SUNDAY, JAN. 5, 2025

The businesses featured on this page are
“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S2

01
6

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL815-562-8706www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson                 Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service815-562-4937500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln HighwayRochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198
Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle815-562-2181www.rochellehospital.com
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• Large menu of foods• Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket• Hand dipped ice cream(16 flavors)

H
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20
16

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE200 Steward Road800.262.1680www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out • 
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads • • and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                 • Best Pizza • Pasta • Italian Restaurant • Appetizer/small plate 
• Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 

621 First Ave., Rochelle (815) 562-8784
(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Residential & Commercial Concrete• Additions
815-561-0099Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
JonathanHernandezYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?A: Three years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Working hard and the great exercise.Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My father because he can 
support me and my family.

Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an NCAA wrestling coach.Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Miami so I could relax in the 
great weather.

Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: The great team bonding, the 

commitment and making new friends.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A:  I enjoy getting the opportunity 

to work and achieve my goals.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because it challenges me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents because they’ve 
worked their whole lives to help 

me have a good life.
Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an architect because they 

are very creative.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Spain because of the nice beaches.Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: Making friends because of sports.

Dylan
MelvinYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Hubs Super FanHubs Super Fan
Now get a FREE

rotating banner ad 

on our website when 

you sign up!
Ask 
about 
other 
perks!

Lady Hubs take home RTHS and Interstate 8 Conference awards during team banquet
The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team held its season-ending awards banquet on Wednesday evening. Several Lady Hub student-athletes earned RTHS and 

Interstate 8 Conference awards. Academic All-Conference winners were Savanna Wilson (Honorable Mention), Jaydin Dickey (Honorable Mention), Kendyl Darby 
(Honorable Mention), Abby Metzger, Payton Cesarone (Honorable Mention), Riley Doyle, Abby Bozinovich, Rose Luxton, Mary Chadwick (above from left to right). 

RTHS awards went to Riley Doyle (Coach’s Award), Abby Metzger (Most Improved), Kendyl Darby (MVP), Dylan Etes (Toughness Award) and Carmela Bright 
(Defensive Award) (below at left). All-Conference awards went to Jaydin Dickey (Honorable Mention) and Kendyl Darby (below at right).

Hubs knock off Woodstock
Lewis surpasses 1,000 points as Rochelle wins regional semifinal game 83-60

Freshman Cohen Haedt drives toward the free-throw line during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game 
against Woodstock on Wednesday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FREEPORT — Se-
nior guard Carson Lewis 
achieved a historic mile-
stone Wednesday evening, 
when the Rochelle Hubs 
faced Woodstock during 
the IHSA 3A Freeport 
Regional Semifinals.

Lewis scored a team-
high 20 points, 15 coming 
in the first half, and sur-
passed 1,000 points for his 
career as the Hubs knocked 
off the Blue Streaks 83-60 
to advance to the regional 
finals on Friday evening. 
It’s the second consecu-
tive season that Rochelle 
(13-19, 3-7 Interstate 8) 
has eliminated Woodstock 
(20-12, 12-4 Kishwaukee 
River) from regional cham-
pionship contention. The 
Hubs will face Rockford 
Boylan on Friday at 6 p.m. 
for their first regional title 
since 2022.

“I wasn’t sure I would 
be able to hit it,” said 
Lewis, who missed mul-

tiple games earlier this 
season with an injury. “I 
kept practicing and once I 
got healthy, I started shoot-
ing the ball well at the right 
time. My coaches believe 
in me and my teammates 
pass me the ball. We’ve had 
great chemistry and I know 
that, when my teammates 
get me the ball, I’m going 
to make the shot.”

While Rochelle domi-
nated the second half with 
its pace, it was Woodstock 
who controlled the tempo 
during the first half, where 
Blue Streak guards Max 
Beard and Collin Greenlee 
each drilled a trio of triples 
to spark the Woodstock 
offense. The Blue Streaks 
controlled the glass in 
the first half, particularly 
on the offensive end, and 
their longer offensive sets 
prevented the Hubs from 
opening up the floor and 
pushing the ball for easy 
layups or transition points.

See BASKETBALL 
page 2
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From page 1

Rochelle, meanwhile, 
struggled from the perim-
eter during the first half, 
where the Hubs took the 
bulk of their shots from 
range rather than attack-
ing the interior of the 
Woodstock defense. That 
changed toward the end of 
the second quarter, where 
Lewis used a trio of ag-
gressive drives to score six 
points, four of which came 
on free throws. The late 
flurry of points allowed the 
Hubs to erase as much as 
a seven-point deficit and 
bring Woodstock within 
two, 33-31, at halftime.

“We were shooting bad 
shots in the first quarter 
and they weren’t falling,” 
Lewis said. “We knew that 
we had to play as a team, 
take good shots and run 
fast. We started to score 

after that.”
The Hubs took control 

of their regional semifinal 
matchup early in the third 
quarter, where Rochelle 
went on an 11-4 run that 
included a corner triple 
from freshman guard Co-
hen Haedt as well as a pair 
of layups through contact 
from sophomore forward 
Brody Bruns and junior 
forward Brode Metzger. 
On the other end, Wood-
stock went cold from range 
and the Hubs crashed the 
glass, which allowed Ro-
chelle to send the ball up 
the floor quickly and create 
more offense.

The increased pace led 
to a 3-pointer and a tran-
sition layup from senior 
guard Elijah Harley, who 
scored 12 of his 17 points 
in the third quarter and 
forced the Blue Streaks to 
burn multiple timeouts in 

their attempt to quell the 
momentum. Rochelle out-
scored Woodstock 30-11 in 
the third quarter, where the 
Hubs held the Blue Streaks 
to one 3-point basket, to take 
a 61-44 lead.

“They were getting more 
offensive boards than us in 
the first half,” said Metzger, 
who chipped in eight points 
on Wednesday. “We had to 
box out and get more re-
bounds and we had to push 
the ball off of that. It’s a huge 
confidence boost and I think 
we have a good chance to 
beat Boylan. We just need to 
practice hard tomorrow and 
come out on Friday ready to 
push the ball.”

Haedt helped the Hubs 
ice their victory in the fourth 
quarter, drawing multiple 
fouls as the Blue Streaks 
attempted to extend the 
game and fight their way 
back. But Haedt showed 

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or service Need to get the word out about a product or service 
you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can 

reach over 9,000 homes!reach over 9,000 homes!

Advertise Here

815-561-2153
Call Christel to be included on 

our Service Directory.

What Service 
Do You Offer?

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7
Emergency Service

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

SPORTS
RTHS Dance

RTHS dancers earn awards during team banquet Tuesday night
The Rochelle Township High School dance team held its season-ending awards 

banquet Tuesday evening. Damaris Macias and Paige Harris (left) were named the 
RTHS Dancer of the Year and Most Improved Dancer Award winners. Three girls 
including Julia Livingston, Alayna Smardo (Honorable Mention) and Alessandra 
Bonilla (Honorable Mention) (above) received Academic All-Interstate 8 awards.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BASKETBALL: Hubs advance to IHSA 3A Regional Finals

tremendous poise from 
the free-throw line, where 
the freshman point guard 
went 8-for-8 to cap off a 

13-point scoring perfor-
mance. Bruns added 10 
points for the Hubs, who 
finished with four play-

ers in double figures on 
Wednesday. Junior guard 
Van Gerber totaled nine 
points in the victory.

Senior Elijah Harley attacks the basket during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball 
game against Woodstock on Wednesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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SPORTS
RTHS Girls Basketball

Defense and rebounding highlight eight-win season
Interstate 8 All-Conference forward Darby headlines departing senior players

Senior Abby Metzger is one of four players who will depart from the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball 
team after the 2024-25 season. Rochelle finished with an 8-23 record this season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — De-
fense and rebounding 
were among the biggest 
strengths of the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity bas-
ketball team during the 
2024-25 season. With 
the program’s top three 
frontcourt players set to 
graduate after this school 
year, head coach Jon 
Gehm said that improved 
shooting will be the top 
priority as the Lady 
Hubs work through the 
offseason.

Rochelle finished with 
an 8-23 overall record 
and a 1-9 record in the 
Interstate 8 Conference. 
The Lady Hubs started 
the season with a fifth-
place showing at the Or-
egon Thanksgiving Tour-
nament, where Rochelle 
went 3-1 and earned wins 
over Genoa-Kingston, 
Richmond-Burton and 
Ashton-Franklin Center. 
The Lady Hubs recorded 
their biggest home vic-
tory of the season in late 
January, when Rochelle 
took down Sycamore 
for the first time in over 
a decade.

“The girls showed a 
lot of perseverance this 
year,” Gehm said. “The 
record wasn’t what we 
wanted to be, but it 
never felt like we were all 
healthy at the same time. 
We persevered through 
that and girls stepped up 
in different moments. We 
had a hard time getting 
wins, but we saw a lot of 
individual improvements 
from the girls and that’s 
something we can be 
proud of them for.”

Rochelle collected 
nonconference wins over 
Rock Falls, East Moline 
United, Belvidere North 
and Mendota. The Lady 
Hubs concluded their 
season with a loss against 
Sterling at the IHSA 3A 
Sterling Regional Semi-
finals in February. Ro-
chelle will graduate four 
seniors from the varsity 
roster, three of which 
were starters. Kendyl 
Darby led the Lady Hubs 
in scoring and rebound-
ing, averaging 11.2 points 
and 6.7 rebounds per 
game. Darby also led the 
team in blocks this year.

“I thought we became 
a much better offensive 
rebounding team as the 
season went on,” Gehm 
said. “The girls crashed 
the boards really well, 
especially at the guard 
position. I thought our in-
terior passing improved 
and we were able to at-
tack better out of the low 
post. We were moving 
better and we were able 
to play more inside-out 
basketball. Our shooting 
was a struggle, but our 
movement was a lot bet-
ter, so if we can improve 
our shooting, we can 
build on that next year.”

Darby will be one of 
three forwards departing 
from the varsity roster af-
ter this season. The other 
two are reserve forward 
Riley Doyle and starting 
forward Abby Metzger, 
who turned in averages 
of 7.8 points and 4.8 
rebounds per game this 
season. Senior guard 
Payton Cesarone will 
be the only backcourt 
player graduating from 
the varsity roster. Junior 

guards Carmela Bright 
and Jaydin Dickey are 
two starters Rochelle will 
look to build around for 
the 2025-26 campaign.

“Shooting is the big 
one for us,” Gehm said. 
“We have to be able to 
hit some threes because 
those can help us make 
up for defensive mistakes 
or turnovers. We didn’t 
really have that this year. 
We need our returning 
girls to step up and be-
come better shooters over 
the summer. The girls 
need to keep working on 
their form and shooting 
with confidence, even 

when their shots aren’t 
falling. That can be huge 
for our program if we can 
become a better shooting 
team.”

Despite missing time 
to a shoulder injury, Dick-
ey ranked second on the 
team in scoring average 
with 9.4 points per game 
and first in steal average 
with 2.2 steals per game. 
Bright took on the major-
ity of the ball handling 
duties this season, posting 
averages of 5.9 points, 
3.0 rebounds, 2.0 assists 
and 1.6 steals per game. 
Freshman guard Audrina 
Rodriguez, who averaged 

5.6 points, 5.0 rebounds 
and 2.1 steals per game, 
will be another player to 
watch for next year.

“It starts with Jaydin 
and Carmela,” Gehm 
said. “We need each of 
them to step up as leaders 
and we need them to step 
up on the floor as well. 
Both of them had really 
good moments as juniors 
and Jaydin has been with 
me for two years now. 
The girls will be looking 
to them for leadership 
next year. Audrina had 
a really productive year 
as a freshman and we’ll 
be looking for her to 

continue adding to her 
repertoire. We want to 
continue seeing growth 
from her.”

Junior guards Rose 
Luxton, Mary Chad-
wick and forward Abby 
Bozinovich are three 
reserves who could see 
bigger varsity roles next 
year. Sophomores Re-
ese Kissack and Dylan 
Etes, as well as freshmen 
Natalie Foster and Gianna 
Olguin, are four under-
classmen who could also 
emerge in more signifi-
cant varsity roles when 
the Lady Hubs return for 
the 2025-26 season.

St. Paul Lutheran School

The St. Paul Lutheran School sixth-grade boys basketball team took third with a 2-1 record during the 58th Annual St. Paul Invitational this past weekend. St. Paul 
defeated the Immanuel Dundee B team and ended the tournament with a 32-29 win over the Immanuel Dundee A team. The team (above at left) is coached by Tim 

Hayden and Paul Chadwick and the roster includes Noah Hayden, Jimmy Chadwick, Gavin Smith, Riley Heal, Noah Osborne, Jack Olson, Charlie Chadwick, Caden 
Hatfield, Ivan Olson and Owen Smardo. Above, St. Paul’s Gavin Smith (above at right) shoots the ball. Below, St. Paul’s Ivan Olson (bottom left) grabs a rebound and 

Jimmy Chadwick (bottom right) puts up a shot.

St. Paul Lutheran School sixth-graders take third at 58th Annual St. Paul Invitational

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)
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SPORTS
St. Paul Lutheran School (PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

The St. Paul Lutheran School fifth-grade boys basketball team competed in the 58th Annual St. Paul Invitational this past weekend. St. Paul went 1-2 over three games, 
defeating AFC 33-24. Above. St. Paul’s Grant Rowley (top left) attacks the basket and Danny Johnson (top right) puts up a jump shot. Below, Silas Alsop (bottom left) 

shoots over AFC defenders. The team (bottom right) includes Hayden Capes, Xavier Mueller, Keilon Salar, Silas Alsop, coach Henry Bunger, Grant Rowley, Danny 
Johnson, Jackson Noble, Lucas Bunger and Caleb Johnson.

St. Paul Lutheran School fifth-graders compete at 58th Annual St. Paul Invitational

NIU Athletics

DEKALB– Northern 
Illinois University will join 
the Horizon League as a 
full member with 14 sports 
set to begin competition in 
the League for the 2026-27 
seasons, NIU and the Ho-
rizon League announced 
Thursday (Feb. 27). The 
announcement came fol-
lowing a meeting of the 
NIU Board of Trustees. 

“We are delighted to 
be joining the Horizon 
League. The league will 
be a wonderful home 
and a great fit for Hus-
kie Athletics,” said NIU 
President Lisa C. Freeman. 
“The regional footprint of 
the league provides NIU 
student-athletes with the 
opportunity to compete 
at a high level in cities 
throughout the Midwest 
while maintaining the high 
academic standards that 
have become a hallmark 
of NIU Athletics.”  

NIU teams will compete 
in the Horizon League 
in men’s and women’s 
basketball, volleyball, 

men’s and women’s soc-
cer, women’s cross coun-
try, women’s indoor and 
outdoor track and field, 
men’s and women’s tennis, 
men’s and women’s golf, 
baseball and softball.

 “We are looking for-
ward to a great partner-
ship with the Horizon 
League and are excited 
about the opportunities 
for NIU student-athletes 
to continue our legacy of 
success” said NIU Vice 
President and Director of 
Athletics and Recreation 
Sean T. Frazier. “Thanks 
to Commissioner Julie Roe 
Lach and the membership 
of the Horizon League, and 
to President Freeman and 
others in the NIU admin-
istration, who have been 
alongside as we chart the 
course for the future of 
NIU Athletics. This move 
continues our strategic 
approach to embracing a 
national model for our pro-
grams while preserving a 
regional base and returning 
to a league where Huskie 

Athletics can continue to 
thrive.”

NIU, which is celebrat-
ing its 125th season of 
intercollegiate athletics in 
2024-25, was previously 
a member of the Horizon 
League – then known as 
the Midwestern Collegiate 
Conference – from 1994-
97. Five different Huskie 
teams won eight league 
titles during that time. 
NIU won the McCafferty 
Trophy, awarded annually 
to the league’s all-sport 
champion, following the 
1995-96 academic year.

 Headquartered in 
downtown Indianapolis, 
the Horizon League, is cel-
ebrating its 46th season of 
operation in 2024-25. Nine 
of the current league mem-
ber institutions are located 
in top 70 media markets 
throughout the Midwest’s 
major metropolitan cit-
ies. NIU becomes the 
12th full member of the 
Horizon League, joining 
Cleveland State Univer-
sity, the University of 

Detroit Mercy, Indiana 
University-Indianapolis, 
Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity, Oakland Univer-
sity, Purdue University 
Fort Wayne, Robert Mor-
ris University, the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 
Wright State University 
and Youngstown State 
University. 

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Northern Il-
linois University into 
#OurHorizon in a major 
move for our League and 
member institutions,” 
said Horizon League 
Commissioner Julie Roe 
Lach. “The university’s 
commitment to holisti-
cally developing students 
for their future aligns 
closely with our mission, 
vision and core values 
and we look forward to 
the major experiences and 
impact this will create for 
our student-athletes.”

 The move to the 
Horizon League marks 

Huskie sports moving to Horizon League in 2026-27
Fourteen NIU teams maintain regional connections, football moving to Mountain West

another step in NIU 
Athletics’ ongoing effort 
to maximize revenues 
in order to ensure the 
sustainability – and the 
level of excellence – of all 
Huskie programs amidst 
considerable and ongoing 
changes in the intercolle-
giate athletics landscape. 
On January 7, NIU ac-
cepted an invitation for 

its football program to 
join the Mountain West 
Conference beginning 
with the 2026 season. 

 For more on the Hus-
kies’ move to the Horizon 
League beginning in 
2026-27, read the Q&A 
below and watch the 
press conference on the 
NIU Athletics Official 
YouTube Channel.

Kishwaukee College Athletics

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College hired John 
Karpowicz as the next 
head coach of the Men’s 
and Women’s Golf teams. 
Karpowicz will start the 
Spring 2025 season at 
the helm of the Kougars’ 
program.

With more than 30 
years of coaching experi-
ence across various sports, 
Karpowicz arrives at Kish 
having coached at youth, 
high school and collegiate 
levels. Former coaching 
stops include Benedic-
tine University, Driscoll 

Catholic High School 
(Addison) and Glenbard 
West High School, where 
he has worked for the past 
26 years. While he has 
coached football, baseball, 
and track and field, Karpo-
wicz recently pivoted his 
focus to golf as the head 
coach of the Glenbard 
West girl’s team. Kar-
powicz plans on retiring 
from Glenbard West this 
spring and saw Kish’s 
program as an option 
to stay connected to the 
game.

“I am looking forward 

to the opportunity and 
am interested in seeing 
what we can build and 
create here. We have 
students looking to play 
at four-year schools, and 
I want to help them learn, 
develop and reach their 
goals,” Karpowicz said.

Karpowicz said an 
initial goal is to continue 
adding local talent to 
the Kish roster as the 
program builds on past 
success. In recent years, 
the men’s and women’s 
programs have had in-
dividual qualifiers for 

the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Associa-
tion (NJCAA) National 
Championship, and the 
women’s team placed 
15th in the nation for the 
2021-2022 season.

“We will focus on 
recruiting and let people 
know that Kishwaukee 
College is on the map and 
a viable option for people 
looking to play golf at the 
collegiate level. Kish is 
a quality, affordable op-
tion for anyone looking 
to advance their game,” 
Karpowicz said.

 With a focus on player 
development, Karpowicz 
also stressed the impor-
tance of academics for 
Kish student-athletes. 

“It’s important to teach 
these athletes to manage 
their time and schedules. 
Success in the classroom 
is paramount. If they 
want to continue playing 
golf at a four-year school, 
they will need the grades. 
The better grades they 
get, the more opportuni-
ties they will have after 
Kish,” Karpowicz said.

For more informa-

tion on the Men’s and 
Women’s Golf programs 
at Kishwaukee College, 
contact John Karpowicz 
at jkarpowicz@kish.edu 
or 815-825-9412 or visit 
kishkougars.com. Learn 
more about Kishwaukee 
College at kish.edu.

Kish College hires John Karpowicz as head golf coach
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First
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208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 03

03
20

25

Friday
5pm-9pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock, Perch, 
homemade hush-puppies, shrimp fried rice, 

cheesy potatoes, soup and salad bar, vegetables 
and more! *Fish will vary each week)

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

03032025

EVERY Friday 
4-8 pm
during Lent

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Buffet 
(All You Can Eat) - $20

Every Friday during Lent

Other seafood available / Full menu available

After Lent, Friday Night Fish Fry Buffet will only  
be the 1st Friday of every month!

Friday Night 
Fish Dinner
$17 Perch/$15 Cod

includes soup &  

salad bar

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish, Salmon 
& Shrimp Dinners

03
03

20
25

Ogle County’s

Must-Try Fish Frys
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

305 305 
GARAGE / RUMMAGE SALEGARAGE / RUMMAGE SALE

RUMMAGE SALE!
Saturday, March 8th

8AM to 3PM
First Presbyterian Church

(in accessible basement)
106 S. Walnut, Franklin Grove

EVERYTHING KIDS
Lots of Girls’ & Boys’ Clothing – All Seasons

Newborn – 5T +
Shoes, Socks, Boots, Etc.

Other Items too!
~ All proceeds to local charities ~ PI

A#
76

 0
30

32
02

5

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OGLE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN RE THE MARRIAGE 
OF ROSALVA VARGAS 
MUNOZ, )))
Petitioner, 
AND 
VICTOR MANUEL 
BARRIOS, Respon-
dent.
) No.     2024DN61
To the defendant: Vic-
tor Manuel Barrios, last 
known address: 1034 
Lorlyn Circle, Apt. 1A, 
Batavia, IL 60510
YOU ARE SUMMONED 
and required to file an 
answer to the Petition 
for Dissolution of Mar-
riage filed in this case, 
or otherwise file your 
appearance in the Of-
fice of the Circuit Clerk 
of this Court, located at 
106 South Fifth, Ore-
gon, Illinois on or before 
April 10, 2025 at 9:00 
a.m.  IF YOU FAIL TO 
DO SO, A JUDGMENT 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST YOU 
AT THAT TIME FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.
Prepared by: 
Paul E. Chadwick 
FEARER NYE & 
CHADWICK, LLC Attor-
neys for Petitioner 
420 Fourth Avenue 
Rochelle, IL 61068 
815/562-2156 

paul@fnclaw.com
No. 0209
(Feb. 09, 23 and Mar. 2, 
2025)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE 
OF ))
PEDRO VARGAS, ) 
Petitioner, ))  
AND ) 
No.     2024DN30)
SUSAN M. MILLER,)
Respondent. )
To the defendant:   
Susan M. Miller, last 
known address: 1800 
Maple Ave., Apt. 412, 
Belvidere, IL 61108
YOU ARE SUMMONED 
and required to file an 
answer to the Petition 
for Dissolution of Mar-
riage filed in this case, 
or otherwise file your 
appearance in the Of-
fice of the Circuit Clerk 
of this Court, located at 
106 South Fifth, Ore-
gon, Illinois on or before 
April 17, 2025 at 10:00 
a.m.  IF YOU FAIL TO 
DO SO, A JUDGMENT 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST YOU 
AT THAT TIME FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.
Prepared by:
Paul E. Chadwick
FEARER NYE & 
CHADWICK, LLC
Attorneys for Petitioner
420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815/562-2156
paul@fnclaw.com
No. 0215
(Feb. 16, 23 and Mar. 2, 
2025)

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, 
A storage facility lo-
cated at 117 Quar-
ry Road Rochelle, IL 
hereby announces that 
the possessions of 
the following lessees 
will be disposed of by 
means of auction on 
March19th 2025, at 
9:00 AM. Disposal of 
personal property shall 
conform to the terms 
of the certified notice 
previously mailed to the 
lessee. The contents of 
the units can be pre-
viewed online at www.
bid13.com The preview 
and sale will take place 
at each individual unit 
listed below; in the or-
der they appear.
Unit# 220 Juan Olguin
Plastic bags, Bikes, 
grill, kids car, kids car 
bed frame, toaster, TV, 
water cooler, window 
AC.
No. 0301
(March 2 and 9, 2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 

in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 

license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. Available 
Monday-Thursday 815-
562-4171 (9AM-3PM) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland
227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Eric
Milan

Year: Freshman
Sport: Track

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Two years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: It keeps me active and I enjoy 

running and competing.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: LeBron James because he’s a 
very popular basketball player.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because I’m pretty good 
at it and I don’t find it difficult to 

pass.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My parents because they have 
taught me everything I know and 
they help me when I need them.

Q: What is your dream job and 
why?

A: A nurse anesthetist because it’s 
a job I would enjoy and it’s a good 

paying job.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Tokyo because it’s a beautiful 

city and I really like Japan.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Having something to look 
forward to and achieving my 

goals.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: I’ve barely started my first 
year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Being able to hang out with 
friends and working out my legs.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Personal fitness because I 

enjoy doing stretches, working out 
and becoming stronger.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Currently I don’t have one.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: I don’t have one.

Q: What is your dream job and 
why?

A: I can’t think of one right 
now.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: To go to Spain or France 
because they are good countries 

and I’ve been wanting to go.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Working hard, hanging out 
with friends and gaining 

confidence.

Gavin
Welter

Year: Freshman
Sport: Track


