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ROCHELLE — The Rochelle Hiring Expo, 
presented by the City of Rochelle, the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, Kishwaukee College and 
Rochelle Township High School will be held Thurs-
day, March 13 at RTHS at 1401 E. Flagg Road.

Employers, job seekers and students are invited 
to participate at no cost. Registration can be done 
at http://kcrhe25.eventbrite.com/. Employer check 
in and set up will take place from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
RTHS seniors will participate in the event starting 
at 10:30 a.m. RTHS juniors and those with special 
invitation will attend at 11 a.m. A break/lunch will 
take place at 11:30 a.m. and the event will be open 
to the public from noon to 2 p.m. 

The public hiring expo event began in recent 
years after a workforce shortage was seen post 
COVID-19 and it melded well with the yearly 
RTHS career fair, causing the events to be com-
bined.

“We are shooting for over 40 employers to be 
there,” Chamber Executive Director Tricia Herrera 
said. “It will once again have the Hubs For Hire for 
the first portion of it. That is about hiring students, 
but it’s also about exposing them to the types of 
businesses that we have here in the community 
so when they graduate and go off to school and 
come back, maybe they remember that business 
and want to come back and work there and stay 
within their community. After that, it will be open 
to the public. At the chamber, we get businesses 
every week that want to know where they can find 
quality employees. This is a way to do that along 
with the city and Kishwaukee College.”

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council voted unanimously to 
authorize City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh to ob-
tain proposals for a passenger bus for a potential 
future purchase.

The council and city staff have had recent 
discussions about purchasing a 12-passenger, 
handicap accessible shuttle bus for community 
events and tours. Fiegenschuh will seek at least 
3-4 proposals for new and/or used buses.

Potential uses for the bus could include: pop 
up events at local parks and department facilities; 
tours for economic development visits, chamber 
functions and citizen’s academies; transporting 
staff to out of town events and trainings; trans-
porting residents during festivals (community 
fireworks, Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival, 
events downtown with limited parking); and as a 
warming space for residents and staff if needed.

Fiegenschuh estimated the total cost for a bus 
would be $80,000-95,000. Estimated insurance 
premiums are expected to be $850-1,150 per year. 
All employees using and riding the bus will be 
covered under the city’s general liability insur-
ance. Anyone not considered an employee will 
be required to sign a waiver and will be covered 
by the city’s general liability insurance. Annual 
estimated fuel costs are $2,800 and annual main-
tenance is expected to be $1,200.

If purchased, the vehicle would be stored at the 
city’s 1030 S. 7th St. location. City staff would be 
utilized to drive the bus during regular hours and 
one or two part-time seasonal employees would 
be hired for potential after hours usage.

The city has seen community contributions 
totaling $25,000 for the bus purchase so far, 
$15,000 from the Greater Rochelle Economic De-
velopment Corporation (GREDCO) and $10,000 
from the Lee County Industrial Development 
Association (LCIDA).

Remaining fund allocation for the potential 

Passenger bus proposals to be obtained for potential purchase
ESRI license renewed for 3 years for GIS work during City Council meeting

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council voted unanimously to 
authorize City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh to obtain proposals for a passenger bus 
for a potential future purchase.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

purchase would include $18,000 from 
the mayor/city council budget, $25,000 
from excess proceeds from a 2024 auction 
and $7,000 from the Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities community relations budget. 
Any additional community contributions 
raised would replace dollars budgeted 
from city funds.

City Councilman Tom McDermott 
said he was “apprehensive” of a potential 
future bus purchase based on how often 
it would be used.

“I just don’t know what problem we’d 
be solving by buying a bus,” McDermott 
said. “We didn’t have a problem realisti-
cally other than a few times a year when 
we might want to transport people. If we 
have employees who really see a demand 
for this, I’d appreciate it if they’d let me 

know. Because so far I’m not seeing it.”
Mayor John Bearrows said during 

the meeting that a bus would remedy 
potential liability issues and be valuable 
for economic development tours for busi-
nesses interested in locating in Rochelle.

“I think one of the biggest things we’ve 
talked about is if God forbid something 
happened while we were using our 
personal vehicles on city business,” Be-
arrows said. “Or if we take people from 
a private company out to visit a site, we 
can have them all in one vehicle with the 
same message about the area.”

Fiegenschuh said the city council will 
likely consider proposals for a potential 
purchase at its first meeting in April.

See CITY COUNCIL page 2

Rochelle Hiring Expo is March 13 at RTHS
‘That’s ultimately our goal every day, to make those businesses stronger’

The Rochelle Hiring Expo, presented by the City of Rochelle, the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, Kishwaukee College and Rochelle Township High School 
will be held Thursday, March 13 at RTHS at 1401 E. Flagg Road.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The idea to host a hiring expo in the 
community started with Mayor John Be-
arrows. He said each event over the years 
has been well attended by employers and 
prospective employees. 

Bearrows said he believes the event 
shows the support the city, chamber and 
Kishwaukee College have for local busi-
nesses. Herrera agreed. 

“I think having a strong workforce 
makes a business stronger,” Herrera said. 

“That’s ultimately our goal every day, to 
make those businesses stronger. So that 
they’re here and we retain them and they 
can expand.”

Bearrows said there are still “a few” 
local businesses that still have positions 
to fill, but most are looking to build up a 
pool of potential hirees for when openings 
come about. 

See HIRING EXPO page 3
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URBANA  — Many 
indoor gardeners quickly 
discover that one house-
plant is rarely enough. 
What begins as an admi-
ration for a charming or 
unique plant often evolves 
into a strong desire, or 
even a need, to fill every 
corner of a home or office 
with lush greenery. A sim-
ple and cost-effective way 
to grow any collection is 
by propagating existing 
plants.

Propagation is the pro-
cess of growing new 
plants from existing ones 
through seeds, sexual, or 
vegetatively with plant 
parts, asexual. Stems, 
leaves, or roots that are 

removed from parent 
plants to root and form 
new plants are referred to 
as cuttings. This is an inex-
pensive and effortless way 
to get more plants without 
stretching the pocketbook. 

The best time to prop-
agate houseplants is early 
spring, March through 
April, but it can be done 
throughout the year. Large 
houseplants, outgrowing 
their space, are perfect for 
propagation. Use the cut-
tings to grow newly rooted 
plants that can be shared 
with other gardeners. 

Before Propagating
When propagating, 

always use sterilized tools 
and containers in a clean 

From one to many: A beginner’s guide to plant propagation
space for the greatest 
chance of success. A 
high-quality potting mix 
will provide adequate 
moisture-holding capacity 
and good drainage without 
allowing cuttings to dry 
out or rot. Many plants 
will also develop roots 
in a container of water, 
changed out with fresh 
water every 3 to 5 days. 
Before starting, make 
sure any propagated plant 
material is healthy and free 
of pests and disease. 

Taking Cuttings 
Tip cuttings are taken 

by selecting a healthy, 3 
to 5-inch shoot with four 
to six leaves. 

With sharp pruners or 
snips, cut directly below 
a leaf node or where the 
leaf is attached to the stem.

Remove any flowers or 
buds and the bottom two 
to four leaves. 

Insert the lower portion 
of the cutting into a con-
tainer of moist potting soil. 

Take several cuttings to 
increase the chance of one 
rooting and growing into a 
viable plant. Most house-
plants can be propagated 
by tip cuttings, includ-
ing snake plants, croton, 
peperomia, pothos, and 
philodendron. 

Begonias and African 
violets are commonly 
propagated by leaf cut-
tings. This process in-
cludes one leaf blade and 
sometimes the petiole or 
leaf stalk. Using a sharp 

knife, slice horizontally 
across the main leaf vein 
and then lay the cutting 
flat on the soil with the 
vein side down. Roots will 
develop at the cut point 
along the vein. 

Once cuttings have 
been planted or placed 
in their growing medi-
um, cover the container 
with transparent plastic 
to increase the humidity 
around the plant while it 
is forming roots. The goal 
is to never let the rooting 
media dry out. Place the 
cuttings in bright, indirect 
light. The plastic cover 
should be removed after 
the roots have developed. 
Some plants may form 
roots within days, while 

others may take several 
weeks. Cuttings can be 
dipped in rooting hormone 
powder before planting 
to improve root devel-
opment. But too much of 
a good thing can be bad 
as excess powder on the 
cutting will hinder the 
development of the roots.

Other, more challeng-
ing methods of vegetative 
propagation are layering 
or rooting a new plant 
while it is still attached 
to the parent plant and 
grafting or growing a 
plant shoot with desirable 
characteristics on a strong 
rootstock. Division is 
the easiest method of 
propagation, achieved by 
removing naturally pro-

duced offsets or shoots 
from the parent plant.

Keep in mind that not 
every plant is a candidate 
for propagation. Check 
university resources for 
additional suitable plants 
and be patient, as prop-
agation skills come with 
practice. Experiment 
with new plants, new 
growing media, and new 
propagation techniques 
to find what works for 
you. 

For more on plant 
propagation, visit the 
Extension houseplants 
topic site. For questions, 
connect with a local Ex-
tension office from the 
map at go.illinois.edu/
ExtensionOffice.

A simple and cost-effective way to grow any collection of houseplants this spring 
is by propagating using existing plants.

(PHOTO: JENNA BRAASCH, ILLINOIS EXTENSION)

OGLE COUNTY – 
The 2025 Girl Scout Cook-
ie Program is going strong! 
Customers may continue 
to purchase cookies for 
in-person delivery, ship-
ping, or donation to the 
military, veterans, and first 
responders through each 
Girl Scout’s Digital Cookie 
website. Keep an eye out 
for these safety-conscious 
and marketing-savvy en-
trepreneurs as they also 
take Cookie Walkabouts 
with cookies in hand, so 
customers can buy cookies 
directly with no waiting! 

Starting Feb. 7 through 
March 9, Girl Scout Cookie 
customers can also support 
the world’s strongest and 
youngest entrepreneurs as 
they host cookie booths. 
Girl Scouts will offer cook-
ie booths at various com-
munity locations outside 
local businesses and stores. 
Interested customers can 
visit the Cookie Finder 
at www.girlscoutsni.org/
findcookies to locate near-
by cookie booths. 

Don’t feel like going 
out? Starting Feb. 21, visit 
the Cookie Finder to be 
connected to a local troop 
who’ll gladly ship cookies 
to your door with funds 

being distributed equally 
between all participating 
troop members. Cookies 
are also available at all Girl 
Scouts of Northern Illinois 
locations in Lake Zurich, 
Oswego, Rockford, and 
South Elgin during normal 
business hours at www.
girlscoutsni.org/visitus. 

This year’s cookie line-
up includes refreshing Thin 
Mints® (made with vegan 
ingredients), peanut but-
ter-stuffed Tagalongs®, 
coconutty Samoas®, 
crunchy Do-si-dos®, 
buttery Trefoils®, sweet 
S’mores®, inspirational 
Lemon-Ups®, gluten-free 
Toffee-tastic®, and the 
caramel and brownie-in-
spired Adventurefuls®. 
At the close of the 2025 
cookie season, the beloved 
Girl Scout S’mores cookie 
flavor will be retired, so 
now is the time to stock up. 
All Girl Scout Cookies are 
on sale for $6 per package!

If you know a Girl 
Scout, ask how you can 
support them in their own 
cookie small business. 
Don’t know a Girl Scout? 
Customers may visit www.
girlscoutsni.org/buycook-
ies to purchase cookies 
directly or be connected 

local Girl Scout entrepre-
neurs looking for cookie 
customers. 

 The Girl Scout Cookie 
Program 

The Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is the world’s 
largest entrepreneurial 
program for girls. Girl 
Scouts’ updated Financial 
Literacy badges offer en-
trepreneurial playbooks for 
every age level. From the 
Cookie Goal Setter badge 
earned as a Daisy (grades 
K–1) to the Entrepreneur 
Accelerator for girls in 
high school, the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program teaches 
Girl Scouts financial lit-
eracy, planning, budget-
ing, teamwork, innovative 
thinking, and confident 
decision making.  

During Girl Scout 
Cookie season, each en-
trepreneur sets out to sell 
delicious cookies while 
also building entrepre-
neurial and business skills 
imperative for leadership 
and future success. All 
net revenues raised — 100 
percent of it — stays within 
the northern Illinois area. 
Every package of cookies 
sold provides invaluable 
experiences for Girl Scouts 
such as service projects, 

Local Girl Scout Cookie booths opened Feb. 7

The 2025 Girl Scout Cookie Program is going strong! Customers may continue to 
purchase cookies for in-person delivery, shipping, or donation to the military, 
veterans, and first responders through each Girl Scout’s Digital Cookie website.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

troop travel, and summer 
camp for girls across the 
country! 

  Join Girl Scouts  
Girl Scouts in grades 

K–12 can start their jour-
ney to fun, friendship, 
and new experiences by 
joining the world’s largest 
entrepreneurial organiza-
tion for girls at any point 
in the year. Girls can join 
and adults can become vol-
unteers at www.girlscouts.

org/join. 
Girl Scouts bring their 

dreams to life and work 
together to build a better 
world. Through programs 
from coast to coast, Girl 
Scouts of all backgrounds 
and abilities can be un-
apologetically themselves 
as they discover their 
strengths and rise to meet 
new challenges—whether 
they want to climb to the 
top of a tree or the top of 

their class, lace up their 
boots for a hike or advo-
cate for climate justice, 
or make their first best 
friends. Backed by trusted 
adult volunteers, mentors, 
and millions of alums, Girl 
Scouts lead the way as they 
find their voices and make 
changes that affect the 
issues most important to 
them. To join us, volunteer, 
reconnect, or donate, visit 
www.girlscouts.org.

From page 1

ESRI
The council unanimously 

approved a resolution to 
renew the city’s Environ-
mental Systems Research 
Institute (ESRI) Small Gov-
ernment Enterprise License 
for $87,900 over three years, 
billed annually at $29,300. 
The new contract represents 
a $1,050 annual increase 
from the previous contract 
due to software updates and 
inflation.

The renewal will allow 
the city continued access to 
ESRI’s geospatial software 
for operations including 
mapping utilities, zoning, 
database management, pub-
lic-facing applications, and 
exploring the newest in 
geospatial innovation to in-
crease overall efficiency and 
promote the city’s strategic 

plans. City initiatives that uti-
lize geographic information 
systems (GIS) include maps 
for events, road closures, 
utility projects, and asset 
management software.

Graber
During his mayor’s com-

ments portion of the meeting, 
Bearrows memorialized 
Sam Graber, who passed 
away Sunday. Graber was 
a longtime local business 
owner and former RTHS 
history teacher and assistant 
basketball coach and sold in-
surance before and following 
his retirement from teaching. 
He lived and worked in the 
community for 56 years.

“He was a great supporter 
of our community in a lot of 
ways,” Bearrows said. “He 
was a great guy and our 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to his family.”

CITY COUNCIL: Mayor Bearrows memorializes Graber during Monday meeting

During his mayor’s comments portion of the meeting, John Bearrows memorialized Sam Graber, who passed 
away Sunday. Graber was a longtime local business owner and former RTHS history teacher and assistant 
basketball coach and sold insurance before and following his retirement from teaching.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact  
Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

CHICAGO — North-
ern Illinois Community 
Initiatives, one of the 
foundations supported 
by Nicor Gas, is proud to 
announce its new name as 
Nicor Illinois Community 
Investment (NICI). NICI 
was formed with contri-
butions from Nicor Gas 
and its parent Southern 
Company Gas in 2021 to 
directly support economic 
impact in under-resourced 
communities in Northern 
Illinois. NICI’s new name 
signifies the growing 
impact of the foundation 
since its inception, retain-
ing the signature logo and 
shorthand acronym that 
are familiar to its part-
ners, while more closely 
collaborating with Nicor 
Gas in economic and 
community development 
across Northern Illinois.

NICI fosters year-over-
year growth by helping 
nonprofits, small busi-
nesses, entrepreneurs and 
community organizations 
establish strong foun-
dations for continued 
success. The change to 
Nicor Illinois Communi-
ty Investment represents 
NICI’s dedication to en-
during, substantial con-
tributions — an impact 
that NICI seeks not just to 
initiate, but sustain.

“Since our inception, 
NICI’s investments in 
small business and com-
munity resilience across 
Northern Illinois culti-
vates economic oppor-
tunity that has otherwise 
been inaccessible to com-
munities like South Sub-
urban Chicago, Rockford 

and Joliet — communities 
that have seen opportuni-
ties and resources lessen 
and shift throughout re-
cent decades,” says Tovah 
McCord, executive direc-
tor.  “NICI provides the 
building blocks for these 
communities to thrive.”

Each year, NICI com-
mits $1 million through 
$100,000 grants for 
high-impact community 
projects and other pro-
grams that support small 
businesses, entrepreneurs 
and other critical support 
for communities in need 
of targeted assistance. 
NICI’s impact addresses 
three main areas: Eco-
nomic mobility through 
programs designed to 
empower individuals and 
improve financial stabili-
ty,  commercial develop-
ment through investments 
in local businesses that 
strengthen community 
infrastructure and  small 
business support through 
resources and funding for 
small businesses, particu-
larly those led by women 
and minority entrepre-
neurs.

“For 160 years, Nicor 
Gas has been an essential 
part of the Northern Illi-
nois community, support-
ing its development and 
understanding its unique 
needs,” says Wendell Dal-
las, president and CEO of 
Nicor Gas and NICI board 
chair. “The name change 
reflects the alignment 
of NICI’s philanthropic 
goals and the needs of 
Nicor Gas customers. 
We are excited about the 
lasting, positive impact 

NICI announces new name: Nicor Illinois Community Investment 
that will result from this 
collaboration.”

NICI’s investment 
strategy is informed by 
insights from local leaders 
and community members, 
ensuring that its initia-
tives meet the evolving 
needs of Northern Illi-
nois communities. NICI’s 
programs remain flexible 
and responsive to the 
unique challenges and 
goals of each community 
it serves. Through collab-
oration with Nicor Gas 
and Southern Company 
Gas, Nicor Illinois Com-
munity Investment will 
continue building on its 
achievements, scaling its 
impact to support a more 
economically resilient and 
equitable Illinois. NICI 
looks forward to sharing 
more of the foundation’s 
exciting plans for 2025 
and outlook for the fu-

ture of the communities 
it serves.

Learn more about Nicor 
Illinois Community In-
vestment, read about the 
foundation’s impact and 
stay up to date with NICI’s 
growth at www.nici-il.org.

About Nicor Illinois 
Community Investment

Nicor Illinois Com-
munity Investment is a 
foundation established 
by Nicor Gas in 2021 to 
deepen its commitment 
to underserved commu-
nities. NICI invests in or-
ganizations that are doing 
transformative work that 
fosters economic mobility 
of historically marginal-
ized groups. Through our 
grant portfolio and small 
business program, we 
strive to be a dedicated 
champion of economic 
opportunity.

NICI takes a place-

based approach to ensure 
funding goes where it is 
needed most. We provide 
multi-year commitments 
to our prioritized com-
munities and seek to 
collaborate with local 
stakeholders to leverage 
our impact.

About Nicor Gas
Nicor Gas is one of 

four natural gas distribu-
tion companies of South-
ern Company Gas, a 
wholly owned subsidiary 
of Southern Company 
(NYSE: SO), and serves 
2.3 million customers in 
more than 650 communi-

ties across northern Illi-
nois. Ranked as a Crain’s 
2024 Best Place to Work 
in Chicago and Most 
Trusted Utility Brand by 
Escalent, Nicor Gas is 
fueling customer choice, 
innovation, economic 
growth and a sustainable 
energy future. Nicor Gas is 
committed to a goal of net 
zero emissions from its op-
erations by 2050, and we 
are working to keep bills 
as low as possible as we 
continue providing access 
to safe and reliable natural 
gas. For more information, 
visit nicorgas.com. 

S P R I N G F I E L D 
- State Sen. Li Arellano, 
Jr. (R-Dixon) has been 
appointed as the Republi-
can Spokesperson for the 
Illinois Senate’s Public 
Health Committee. In 
addition to his newly ap-
pointed leadership role, 
he will serve on six other 
Senate committees during 
his first term in office.

“It’s an honor to be 
selected for this important 
role and to take a deeper 
dive into critical issues 
through the committee 
process,” said Senator 
Arellano, Jr. “Committees 
play a vital role in shaping 
legislation. This is where 
we closely examine bills, 
ask important questions, 
and hear testimony from 

the public.”
With each new general 

assembly comes new ap-
pointments and commit-
tee assignments. Senator 
Arellano, Jr was sworn 
into his first term in of-
fice on Wednesday, Jan. 
8, 2025, and will serve 
on the following Senate 
Committees: Health and 
Human Services, Local 
Government, Pensions, 
Public Health (Minori-
ty Spokesperson), State 
Government, Veterans 
Affairs, and Appropria-
tions - Health and Human 
Services. 

  “As a former Mayor 
of Dixon, I’ve seen first-
hand how local govern-
ment functions and the 
challenges of our state’s 

pension system,” said 
Senator Arellano, Jr. “As 
a veteran, I am especially 
honored to serve on the 
Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee, where I will work to 
support our state’s heroes 
and cut through the red 
tape that too often stands 
in their way.”

Senator Arellano, Jr 
proudly represents Illi-
nois’ 37th Senate District, 
which includes all or parts 
of Bureau, DeKalb, Henry, 
LaSalle, Lee, Marshall, 
Ogle, Peoria, Rock Island, 
Stark, Whiteside, and 
Woodford counties.

For more information 
or to contact Senator 
Arellano, Jr’s office, visit 
www.SenatorLi.com  or 
call 779-251-5003.

Arellano Jr. secures key roles on 7 committees

State Sen. Li Arellano, Jr. (R-Dixon) has been appointed as the Republican 
Spokesperson for the Illinois Senate’s Public Health Committee.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Herrera  said  Ro-
chelle-area employers 
are seeking a stronger 
workforce with specifi-
cally-trained individuals. 

The Rochelle Hiring 
Expo brings the communi-
ty’s stakeholders together 
for the event and Herrera 
said the fact that they keep 
coming back each year 

means they find value in it. 
She thanked Kishwaukee 
College for taking the lead 
on logistics and registra-
tion and RTHS for hosting 
the event and having it act 
as a medium for students 
to learn soft skills and 
forge relationships with 
local employers to keep 
them working locally in 
the future. 

City Manager Jeff Fie-

genschuh said the event is 
an example of local part-
nerships prospering. 

“If you look at a lot of 
the communities around 
Rochelle, they’re not doing 
job fairs,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “Our mayor and city 
council are big proponents 
of workforce because 
they want to support local 
businesses. I love that we 
have these partnerships 

going with the high school 
and Kishwaukee College 
and that every year we’re 
doing something like this. 
It’s a great opportunity for 
students and people out in 
the market looking for po-
sitions. These partnerships 
we use to put it on help 
us to build relationships 
where we can partner in 
other areas too.” 

The City of Rochelle 

sets up its own booth at 
the hiring expo and met 
an RTHS student three 
years ago who had interest 
in being a first responder. 
She later started to work 
as a part-time dispatcher 
for the Rochelle Police 
Department and Rochelle 
Fire Department and is 
still employed by the city 
today. That made it well 
worth it for the city to par-

ticipate, Fiegenschuh said. 
“If people who attend 

get a job or an interview 
that results in a job, you 
change their lives,” Be-
arrows said. “And if you 
change the life of one 
person, the entire event 
was worth it. It’s not about 
the number of people that 
come through the event, 
it’s about helping any one 
person. That’s a win.”

HIRING EXPO: Annual event at RTHS scheduled for March 13
Employers, job seekers and students are invited to participate at no cost. Registration can be done at http://kcrhe25.eventbrite.com/. Employer check in and set up will 
take place from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT
ROCHELLE — On 

Feb. 17 at 9:43 p.m. Ai-
lin Lopez Carmell, 19, of 
Rockford was cited for use 
of an electronic communi-
cations device. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 18 at 2:08 a.m. 
Michelle Rivera, 32, of 
Rockford was cited for 
speeding 63 in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 18 at 4:13 a.m. 
Derrick K. Clark, 42, of 
Rockford was arrested for 
driving with no license 
and cited for disregarding 
a stop sign. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 18 at 3:52 
a.m. Rene Ramirez, 47, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a March 
21 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 18 at 7:32 a.m. 
Jennifer R. Stark, 39, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to prop-
erty and resisting arrest 
and transferred. 

On Feb. 20 at 12:08 
a.m. Jack R. Fleeger, 28, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disregarding a stop sign 
and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 20 at 12:44 
a.m. Celia Valle, 26, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
disregarding a stop sign. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 20 at 2:12 a.m. 
Ryan J. Thomas, 28, of 
Dixon was cited for oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 20 at 6:45 
p.m. Mitchell Baker, 31, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
expired registration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 20 at. 6:19 
p.m. Jennifer Valdez, 28, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
expired registration. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a March 

21 Rochelle court date. 
On Feb. 21 at 8:13 

a.m. Kelly L. Olson, 44, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 70 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 21 at 9:15 a.m. 
Maurice Martin II, 21, of 
Machesney Park was cit-
ed for uninsured vehicle, 
speeding 67 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone and suspend-
ed registration. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

Patricia Morrison, 26, 
of DeKalb was cited for 
suspended registration. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 22 at 12:14 a.m. 
Curtis P. Means, 22, of 
Poplar Grove was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
expired registration. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a March 
21 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 22 at 12:16 
p.m. Liam Wakeland, 18, 
of Sycamore was cited for 
speeding 53 in a 30 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 21 Rochelle 
court date. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OREGON — On Feb. 
16 at approximately 11:15 
a.m. deputies were advised 
of a disturbance that had 
occurred earlier in the morn-
ing near 3125 S. Stone Hill 
Road in rural Chana. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed a 17- year-old male 
juvenile under arrest for ag-
gravated battery. The male 
juvenile was released to an 
adult per the parents’ per-
mission. Stephanie Smith, 
38, of Rochelle, was also 
placed under arrest for 
contributing to criminal de-
linquency of a minor. Smith 
was released on a notice to 
appear and given a future 
court date.

On Feb. 19 at approxi-
mately 1:03 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 38 and Dement Road. 
After investigation deputies 
placed Brandon Barnes, 32, 
of Rochelle, under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Barnes was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was released 
on a notice to appear at a 
future court date.

On Feb. 19 at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 14,000 block of East 
Flagg Road. After investiga-
tion deputies placed Belinda 
Sullivan, 50, of Rochelle, 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended. 
Sullivan was released on 
a notice to appear at a later 
court date.

On Feb. 19 at 12:49 p.m. 
deputies attempted to serve 
an order of protection in the 
100 block of South Colfax 
Street, Byron. After a brief 
incident, Nathan Gentz, 29, 
of Byron, was arrested for 
threatening a public official, 
disorderly conduct, misuse 
of 911, and possession 
of ammunition without a 
FOID. Gentz was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held without bond. 
Deputies were assisted by 

Byron Police Department.
On Feb. 20 at approxi-

mately 1:44 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to a do-
mestic in the 100 block of 
West Meadowland Drive 
in rural Rochelle. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Juan Manuel A. Delga-
do-Gomez, 25, of Rochelle 
under arrest for aggravated 
domestic battery (class-two 
felony) and two counts of 
domestic battery.  Delga-
do-Gomez was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held pending 
a court appearance in front 
of a judge. Rochelle EMS 
assisted and transported a 
one-year-old child to Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries.

On Feb. 20 at approxi-
mately 12:48 p.m. deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident with an injury in the 
8,000 block of South Illinois 
Route 38.   After investi-
gation, deputies learned 
that Farrel Stauffer, 62, of 
Rochelle, was traveling 
southbound in the 8,000 
block of South Illinois 
Route 38.   Stauffer was 
driving a brown Subaru 
Outback.  While Stauffer 
was driving southbound, 
he had fallen asleep and 
traveled off of the east 
side of the roadway before 
jumping a ditch and traveled 
approximately 400 feet be-
fore coming to rest. Stauffer 
was transported to Rochelle 
Hospital by Rochelle EMS 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries.   

On Feb. 23 at approxi-
mately 12:10 a.m. deputies 
conducted traffic stop in the 
13,000 block West Sterling 
Road. After a brief investi-
gation, a 17-year-old juve-
nile was placed under arrest 
for no valid driver’s license 
after curfew. The juvenile 
was additionally cited for 
speeding and released on 
a notice to appear with a 
future court date.

On Feb. 24 at approxi-
mately 8:31 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 2 and Blackhawk 
Vista Drive.   After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
William Hiatt, 60, of Rock-
ford under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Hiatt was additionally 
issued citations for and 
expired registration and 
operating a vehicle with a 
suspended registration.  Hi-
att was released on a notice 
to appear at the scene and 
given a future court date.

On Feb. 24 at approxi-
mately 1:27 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop near 
the intersection of South 
Mulford Road and Ritchie 
Road. After investigation, 
deputies placed Jamie How-
ard, 35, of Rockford, under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Howard 
was also cited for no insur-
ance. Howard was released 
on a notice to appear with a 
future court date.

On Feb. 24 at approxi-
mately 1:31 p.m. deputies 
checked on a vehicle in the 
BP gas station parking lot at 
Illinois Route 72 and Illinois 
Route 251.  After investiga-
tion, deputies placed Jesus 
Orozco, 33, of Rochelle un-
der arrest for no valid driv-
er’s license, after deputies 
had witnessed him drive.  
Orozco was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was released on a notice 
to appear and given a future 
court date.   

On Feb. 24 at 3:27 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 7,000 block of 
North Illinois Route 2. After 
a brief investigation, Depu-
ties arrested Deon Cooke, 
49, of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Cooke was released with a 
notice to appear. 

 All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.

CHANA — The Chana 
United Methodist Church 
will host a Homemade 
Chicken and Noodles and 
Lasagna Drive-Up Din-
ner on Saturday, March 

8 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Dinner includes chicken 
and noodles, lasagna and 
apple crisp. Each dinner 
is $12. There will be no 
pre sales. 

Chana UMC drive-up 
dinner is March 8

ROCHELLE — Sam-
uel Joseph Graber’s time 
on earth ended early Sun-
day, February 23, 2025 at 
the age of 82 at Manor 
Court in Rochelle.  We are 
sad. Yet, we are grateful 
his suffering has ended 
and he is now at peace.  
Sam was born on June 
27, 1942 in Dodgeville, 
Wisconsin.   He was the 
seventh child of Ernest and 
Lenora (Schaaf) Graber.  
He grew up in Mineral 
Point, WI alongside his 
life long friend, Tom 
Speich.   Together, they 
excelled in sports; each 
a member of the Mineral 
Point High School Hall 
of Fame.   They attended 
Lakeland College and 
continued in athletics. 
Sam would enter the 
Lakeland College Hall of 
Fame in 1980. While at 
Lakeland, he met Sandi 
Dalton.  They married in 
June of 1965.

The following year, 
his first son, Greg, was 
born.   A few years later, 
in 1968, he took a teach-
ing position at Rochelle 
Township High School.  
It was in Rochelle, IL 
where Sam would settle; 
he would raise a family, 
build a business and make 

a home.   Soon after the 
move to Rochelle, he was 
recruited to sell insurance 
by Ken Detweiler.   Ken 
would become a great 
friend and mentor.   Two 
more sons were born; 
Matt in 1969 and Andy 
in 1973.  Throughout his 
life, he held on to his love 
of sports.  He was an avid 
golfer and devoted fan of 
the Green Bay Packers, 
Philadelphia Phillies and 
any sport the Wisconsin 
Badgers were playing.  He 
was a member of St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church, on 
the Board at the Rochelle 
Community Hospital and 
a Rotarian.   He was a 
friend to many.

Over the years, his 
family grew, as Greg 
married Tina and Andy 
married Jodi.  Andy would 
have two sons of his own; 
Sam’s grandsons, Jackson 
and Jamison.  Sam is also 
survived by two brothers: 
Kenneth (Marie) Graber 
and Theodore (Mary) 
Graber.

In addition to his par-
ents, Sam is preceded in 
death by four siblings: 
George, Mary Lou, David 
and Nancy. 

He was kind, patient, 
honest, loyal and faithful.  

We thank him for all he 
gave us and we love him.  
We all look forward to the 
time we are reunited with 
Sam Graber.

Visitation will be from 
4:00 - 7:00 P.M., Thurs-
day, February 27, 2025 at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N 6th St., Ro-
chelle.  Funeral mass will 
be at 12:00 noon the fol-
lowing day, Friday, Febru-
ary 28 at St. Mary and St 
Paul Catholic Church, 224 
Davis St., Mineral Point, 
WI with a visitation from 
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 noon, 
prior to the service.  Burial 
will be at St. Mary Cem-
etery in Mineral Point, 
WI.   In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made 
in Sam’s memory to St. 
Patrick Catholic Church, 
Rochelle or St. Mary and 
St. Paul Catholic Church, 
Mineral Point.  Visit www.
UngerHorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.

ROCHELLE — Nena 
Morrison, 94, passed 
away peacefully Thurs-
day, February 20, 2025 at 
her daughter’s house in 
Rochelle with family by 
her side.  Nena was born 
on June 1, 1930 to Carl and 
Ann (Castor) Cipolla in 
Rockford, IL.  On June 6, 
1948, she married Harold 
R. Morrison in Rochelle.  
He preceded her in death 
on March 9, 2006. She 
worked for the Aigner’s 
and then for Avery Cor-
poration.

Nena enjoyed going 
on walks, tending to her 
flower gardens and visit-
ing friends.  She loved her 
church and cherished the 
time she spent with all of 
her family.

Nena is survived by her 
children: Harold (Kathi) 
Morrison of Nevada and 

Sandra Morrison of Ro-
chelle; seven grandchildren: 
Brian (Scarlett) Dailey, 
Michael (Cindy) Dailey, 
Christopher (Dorain) Dai-
ley, Erica (Jeremy) Hicks, 
Amanda (Derrik) Cox, 
Matthew Morrison and 
Chad (Myria) Schabacker; 
nine great grandchildren: 
Ashley, Christopher and 
Emily Dailey, Emma and 
Laney Hicks, Riley and 
Shelby Cox, and Nolan and 
Amelia Schabacker ; great 
great grandchild, Grey 
Miller, and three sisters: 
Frances Boggs of Irvine, 
CA, Carol Sondgeroth of 
Rochelle, IL and Karla 
Fiorenza of Rockford, IL.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Nena was 
preceded in death by her 
brother and sister-in-law, 
Bill and Dee Cipolla; infant 
sister, Concetta Cipolla; 

sister, Mary Ann VanKirk 
and three brothers-in-law, 
John Van Kirk, Herb Sond-
geroth, and Joseph “Pep” 
Fiorenza

There was a private 
family funeral service on 
Tuesday, February 25, 
2025 at the Unger Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N 6th 
St., Rochelle with the Rev. 
Dr. James Horvath offici-
ating. Burial followed at 
Lawnridge Cemetery in 
Rochelle.   Visit  www.
ungerhorner.com  to sign 
the online guest book.

Obituaries

Samuel Joseph Graber

Nena Morrison

American Legion Post holds first meeting of new year
American Legion Post 403 had its first meeting of the new year on Feb. 16 at the 
Iron Skillet Restaurant at the Petro Truck Stop. Commander Chuck Roberts gave 

a presentation on his service in the military. From left to right Eric Welles (finance 
officer), Gary Tarvestad (sergeant at arms), Paul Bearrows (chaplain), Roberts 

(commander), Steve Korth (adjutant) and Jerry Oleson (commander, Post 209). 
(Courtesy photo)
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DUBUQUE, Iowa — 
The Tri-State Forest Stew-
ardship Conference has a 
25+ year tradition of pro-
viding great information 
and resources to forest 
landowners in the Illinois/
Iowa/Wisconsin tri-state 
area.   It has been one of 
the largest conferences 
for forest landowners in 
the Midwest. 

The 2025 Tri-State 
Forest Stewardship Con-
ference will be held March 

1  at the Grand River 
Center in Dubuque, Iowa 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   
This conference is spon-
sored by Illinois, Iowa, 
and Wisconsin Extension 
Services.   This year’s 
keynote speaker is Lara 
Noldner from the Uni-
versity of Iowa.  Lara will 
discuss managing cultural 
resource and protecting 
Archeological sites.  New 
this year to the conference 
is a Basics of Forestry 

tract, that gives great in-
formation to landowners 
that are just getting started 
in forest management 
or anyone looking for a 
refresher.   This tract in-
cludes sessions on Tree 
Identification, working 
with a forester, knowing 
your woods, and under-
standing forest manage-
ment plans.  Other topics 
at the conference include 
invasive species, wildlife, 
using chainsaws, forest 

health, pruning, genera-
tional land transfers, and 
more.

The day will end with 
a discussion with Forestry 
leaders from each state 
on programs, cost-share 
opportunities, and new 
initiatives available to 
landowners.

The Tri-State Forest 
Stewardship Conference 
is designed specifically 
for forest landowners in 
the Midwest, but forestry 

professionals, consul-
tants, volunteers, Master 
Naturalists, and students 
are all encouraged to at-
tend. The conference is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
March 1, 2025, and will 
be held at the Grand Riv-
er Center, 500 Bell St., 
Dubuque, Iowa. Check in 
will be from 8-9 a.m. that 
morning. The conference 
begins promptly at 9 a.m.

Preregistration is re-
quired to guarantee a seat 

and lunch. To register 
visit us online athttps://
go.illinois.edu/TriState-
Forestry or by calling the 
Extension Office at (815) 
858-2273. Registration, 
including lunch, is $55 
on or before Feb. 21 and 
$65 afterwards.

If you need reasonable 
accommodation to par-
ticipate in this program, 
please contact the local 
Extension Office at (815) 
858-2273.

MALTA — Ellucian, 
the leading higher educa-
tion technology solutions 
provider, announced that 
Feb. 24 Kishwaukee Col-
lege (Kish) has gone live 
with  Colleague  SaaS, a 
cloud-based  Student In-
formation System  (SIS) 
and Enterprise Resource 
Planning  (ERP) suite 
leveraging anAI-pow-
ered platform that deliv-
ers solutions for compre-
hensive student, human 
resources, and finance 
management. Integrated 
across departments and 
systems, the new platform 
scales resources to drive 
student success. As an 
Ellucian customer for 
nearly 20 years, Kish’s 
migration to Colleague 
SaaS unlocks improved 
user experiences and 
optimizes workflows for 
its community of 4,000+ 
students and 320+ staff in 
Northern Illinois.

“We are thrilled to 
see Kishwaukee College 
now running their oper-
ations in the cloud with 
Colleague SaaS,” said 

Mike Wulff, chief product 
and technology officer, 
Ellucian. “This migra-
tion marks a significant 
milestone in Kish’s digital 
transformation journey, 
enabling the College to 
serve its students more 
effectively. This mod-
ernization streamlines 
the College’s technology 
operations and empowers 
the institution to innovate 
and adapt as the high-
er education landscape 
evolves.”

The successful imple-
mentation of Colleague 
SaaS aligns with Kish-
waukee College’s  stra-
tegic plan, supporting 
initiatives to drive student 
success, institutional ef-
fectiveness, and resource 
management. By cen-
tralizing resources and 
integrating systems, the 
new ERP and SIS enhance 
student lifecycle manage-
ment from admissions to 
graduation by creating 
more efficient processing 
and user experiences for 
staff. This transformation 
positions the College 

for the future, ensuring 
continued excellence and 
advancing its mission to 
improve lives through eq-
uitable, student-centered 
education.

“The power of Col-
league SaaS has been 
transformative for our 
institution,” said Robert 
McGarry, executive di-
rector of Campus Oper-
ations and Technology, 
Kishwaukee College. 
“The smooth implemen-
tation process ensured we 
could seamlessly transi-
tion to the new system 
without disrupting our 
operations. This platform 
empowers our faculty and 
staff with intuitive tools 
and centralized informa-
tion, allowing us to sup-
port our students better 
and remain responsive 
to the priorities of our 
community.”

“Congratulations to 
Kishwaukee College, 
a remarkably impact-
ful and mission-driven 
community college, on 
successfully going live 
with Colleague SaaS,” 

Kish goes live on Ellucian Colleague SaaS Student Information System and ERP
said Kelly Rogan, chief 
operating officer, Ellu-
cian. “This achievement 
highlights the strong 
collaboration between 

Ellucian and Kishwaukee 
teams. With this new 
SaaS SIS and ERP, the 
College is well-prepared 
to support their students 

now and in the future.”
For more information 

on Ellucian solutions, vis-
it ellucian.com/solutions/
all-products.

Tri-State Forestry Conference scheduled for March 1

Mrs. Jacobs of Rochelle Township High School had the opportunity to take a group of students to the 2025 Building Trades Career Expo at the Plumbers & Pipefitters 
Local 23 Training Center in Rockford Feb. 18. The students explored construction careers in the skilled trades and learned about world-class apprenticeship programs. 

Students were able to participate in hands-on construction activities and demonstrations. (Courtesy photos)

RTHS students attend 2025 Building Trades Career Expo

“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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Insurances
Accepted
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Honoring our American Hero

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

Job Opportunities

In Honor of EvEry HEro 
tHat Has sErvEd or Is  
CurrEntly sErvIng In  

our MIlItary,  
WE THANK YOU!

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM 
& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 
24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

01102024

Thank You to All of Our  

Service Men & Women, 

past & present. 

1001 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle | 815-562-2030
1110 South Mulford Road, Rockford | 815-398-3879

5473 Reimer Drive, Roscoe | 815-623-2193
maintainyoursmile.com

Thank you  Thank you  
to our  to our  

Hometown Hometown 
Heroes!Heroes!

Floyd J. Tilton  
VFW Post #3878
318 4th Ave., Rochelle, IL
(815) 562-3878

Thank you, 
Veterans, 

past, present 
and future

Davis Family 
Health LLC

We Fix Boo Boos

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Voted BEST DOCTOR & 
BEST FAMILY PRACTICE OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFVOTED
2023

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program
Most insurances accepted

Proudly Veteran Owned 
and Operated

1212 Currency Court, Rochelle, IL 
815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, Mendota, IL
815-538-1800

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024

VOTED

In Recognition  
of all  

U.S. Veterans 
who served and 
are currently  

serving.
Arnold Heltness  

American Legion Post 403
Rochelle, IL
Rochelle.Post403@gmail.com
815-766-0208

05222024

Beverage-Lyons
Family Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services
704 N. 6th Street, Rochelle 815-562-6872
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ROCHELLE — Ed Libberton of Rochelle served 
in the United States Air Force for 20 years. He worked 
as a flight simulator technician for most of his service.

Libberton enlisted into the Air Force in 1966, after a 
recruiter contacted him and said his draft papers would 
soon be served. He went to Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, Texas for basic training before being 
sent to Denver, Colorado for three years to work on 
fire control systems. Libberton was then stationed at 
Grand Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota and was 
discharged from the military. 

Libberton spent a year as a civilian, during which 
his brother passed away in a car accident. That, and 
other factors moved him to reenlist in the military. 
Libberton went back to Lackland Air Force Base and 
then to Shreveport, Louisiana to work with flight sim-
ulators, a field he would work in for the next 16 years.

A variety of locations were called home by Libber-
ton during his service. He was stationed in Bitburg, 
Germany for three years. He also served in Shreve-
port, Louisiana, and worked with a flight simulator 
in a railcar train that went to sites up and down the 
east coast from Maine to Georgia. Libberton spent his 
final years in the military at Castle Air Force Base in 
Atwater, California before being discharged from the 
military in the 1980s. 

“I stayed in the service for so long because I enjoyed 
it,” Libberton said. “I enjoyed the companionship 
and the job itself. I got to go places. I learned a lot 
working on those flight simulators. I’ve never flown an 
airplane, but I don’t doubt that I could after working 
on simulators for so long. It was a job for me. And if 
they called me up today I’d go back tomorrow. Even 
at 78 years old.”

As a flight simulator technician, Libberton’s job 
was to maintain and operate the analog computer that 
was working the cockpit, and to assist the instructor 
pilot on putting in malfunctions on the engines so the 
pilots could get training without risking their lives or 
military property.

During his time in Germany, Libberton had the 

American Hero: Rochelle’s Libberton served 20 years in U.S. Air Force
chance to visit Luxembourg, Paris and Switzerland, 
which he enjoyed. Another unique experience for him 
was being involved with a new digital simulator for 
the B-52 bomber. 

Libberton called the Vietnam era in America “scary”, 
especially for a young man. He said he had no desire 
for the Army, and thought he could better serve his 
country with the Air Force. Libberton’s brother served 

in Vietnam in the Navy on a munitions supply ship. 
Libberton’s 20 years in the service also included time 

as an augmentee military policeman and as a customs 
customs officer for military members leaving Guam 
and going back to the U.S.

When Libberton got out of the service, he lived in 
Fort Worth, Texas and worked on flight simulators and 
had a job repairing pressure washers. He moved to the 

Rochelle area to be with his aging parents and his work 
history in the area has included time at Panther Chem-
icals and Pressure Washing in Ashton, Crest Foods, 
working at a tree service, and at Walmart. Libberton 
retired in 2019 and has become a member of American 
Legion Post 403 in Rochelle. 

Libberton said he believes his 20 years in the military 
have helped him with his life since.

‘My service helped me to mature and gave me respect 
for people and the ability to get along with just about 
anyone,” Libberton said. 

Honoring Our American Hero is a series that will 
print twice a month in the News-Leader. If you know 
an American Hero you would like to have featured, 
contact Jeff Helfrich at jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.
com or call 815-561-2151.

Ed Libberton of Rochelle served in the United States Air Force for 20 years. He worked as a flight simulator technician for most of his service. Libberton enlisted into the Air Force in 1966, after a recruiter contacted him and said his 
draft papers would soon be served. He went to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas for basic training before being sent to Denver, Colorado for three years to work on fire control systems.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)



WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26, 2025SECTION 1 • PAGE 8 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL VIEWS

The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible letters 

to the editor on subjects of 
interest to our readers. Editing 

may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be 
altered. All letters must bear 

the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include 

address and phone number or 
e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street 

address nor phone number will 
be printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, 
and no anonymous letters will 
be published. Any letters from 
boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of 
an individual. Any criticism of 

public officials should be limited 
to issues related strictly to 

their position or actions made 
in office, as personal attacks 
will not be published. Letters 

involving private disputes 
between the writer and a 

business will not be published. 
Political endorsements will 

be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing 

themselves will not be printed. 
Letters may be dropped at the 

News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-
Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right 
to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters 

chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 

this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows		  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey	 kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes		  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga		  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott	                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey		  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta		  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda		  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston	 tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas		   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton		  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick	 bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger		  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen		     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson	                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael	 bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs	 jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells	 dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden	 thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart	 jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis	 jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales	       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis		  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller		  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms		  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey	 jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney		  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams		  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro		  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins		  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman		  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns		  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward		  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads		  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman		  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter	 dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball		  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta		  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski		           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia		  pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer		  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick		  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger	 assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach		  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle		  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben		  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager		  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney		  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow	 dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad	 haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson	 kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff	 nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera	 alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge		  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip		          doobs12@comcast.net

Ron
Kern

DEAR editor,
The Rochelle Rescue Mis-

sion Board of Directors would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 

community members, businesses and 
churches for contributing to our annual 
fundraising campaign.  Without your 
support the mission could not provide 

the quality services for our less fortunate 
citizens of Ogle County. All monies are 
used for the shelter to provide for those 
in need. Thank you once again for your 

support.
Pat Zilm

Rochelle Rescue 
Mission Secretary

AP P L I C A -
TIONS  are now 
open for US-

DA’s new $2 billion Mar-
keting Assistance for 
Specialty Crops (MASC) 
program. This initiative, 
administered by the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), 
aims to help specialty 
crop producers manage 
heightened marketing 
costs and expand both 
current and new markets. 
However, the program’s 
structure does not require 
funds to be directed 
toward marketing-specific 
activities, functioning 
instead as general financial 
assistance for specialty 
crop farmers.

S p e c i a l t y  c r o p s  
i n c l u d i n g  f r u i t s , 
vegetables, tree nuts, 
nursery crops, and herbs 
— are a vital part of 
American agriculture. 
These crops not only 
provide nutritious food 
that families worldwide 
depend on for a balanced 
diet; through ornamental 
plants they also enrich 
living spaces and enhance 
the overall quality of life, 
making them integral 
to both health and well-
being. In the US over 
239,000 specialty crop 
farms produced more than 
$115 billion in agriculture 
sales, supporting millions 
of jobs and generating bil-
lions more in downstream 
economic activity.

Despite their signifi-
cance, the farmers who 
grow specialty crops face 
unique challenges that 
set them apart from other 
commodity producers. 
These crops are highly 
perishable and prone to 
damage, necessitating 

specialized equipment 
for harvesting, handling, 
storage and transporta-
tion. In many cases, the 
delicate nature of these 
crops requires significant 
manual labor, as auto-
mation options remain 
limited compared to other 
agricultural sectors. Ac-
cording to the most recent 
Agricultural Resource 
Management Survey, the 
average specialty crop 
farm spent over $142,000 
on labor — an astounding 
553% higher than the 
$22,000 labor expenditure 
reported by the average 
farm operation across all 
commodities. USDA data 
further highlights that 
labor alone accounts for 
nearly 45% of specialty 
crop operations’ variable 
costs, far exceeding the 
9% average for other farm-
ing sectors. Additionally, 
specialty crop producers 
spend more on repairs 
and machine hire — 50% 
and 232% higher, respec-
tively — due to the highly 
specialized equipment 
required to manage these 
high-value crops. On top 
of this, elevated prices 
and regulatory barriers 
for specialty fertilizer and 
pesticide products add 
to the financial burden. 
These cost dynamics, 
compounded by frequent-
ly burdensome state regu-
latory systems and fewer 
risk management options, 
often place U.S. specialty 
crop producers at a price 
disadvantage compared 
to their foreign-produced 
counterparts.

USDA intends for the 
MASC program to support 
specialty crop farmers in 
overcoming these chal-

lenges, with the added 
benefit of promoting do-
mestic fruit and vegetable 
consumption. MASC is 
funded by the Commodity 
Credit Corporation, whose 
charter under Section 
5(e) grants USDA broad 
authority to stabilize ag-
ricultural markets and 
incomes through financial 
assistance, marketing ini-
tiatives and other strate-
gic interventions. While 
MASC is described as 
providing relief 
toward market-
ing expenses, the 
program does not 
police whether 
funds allocated to 
farmers are spent 
specifically on 
marketing activ-
ities, functioning 
instead as general 
financial support 
for specialty crop farmers.

To par t ic ipate  in 
MASC, producers must:

Be actively farming 
specialty crops for sale 
in 2025.

Certify, through docu-
mentation, their sales for 
either 2023 or 2024 (or 
project 2025 sales if they 
are new producers).

Complete and submit 
required documentation, 
including forms such 
as  FSA-1140  and  AD-
1026.(Farmers applying 
for MASC must follow 
rules that protect highly 
erodible land and wet-
lands, which means they 
need to use “good farming 
practices” to qualify for 
the program.)

Eligible  special ty 
crops include fruits, veg-
etables, tree nuts, nursery 
crops, honey, floriculture, 
hops, maple sap, tea, 

spices, herbs, Christ-
mas trees, floriculture, 
turfgrass, mushrooms, 
vegetable seed and grass 
seed. Value-added prod-
ucts and non-specialty 
crops such as grains and 
forage are excluded.

Payments are capped 
at $125,000 per producer, 
and if demand exceeds 
the allocated $2 billion, 
payments may be prorat-
ed. Final payment factors 
will be determined after 

the application 
period closes.

MASC pay-
ments are based 
on the producer’s 
eligible sales from 
2023 or 2024, or 
projected sales 
for 2025 for new 

producers. Eligi-
ble sales include 
only sales of com-

mercially marketed raw 
specialty crops grown in 
the United States by the 
farmer. The portion of 
sales derived from adding 
value to a specialty crop, 
such as sorting, process-
ing or packaging, is not 
included in a producer’s 
eligible sales. For ex-
ample, the eligible sales 
for a farmer who grows 
cucumbers and sells raw 
cucumbers and pickles at 
a local market would be 
the sales of raw cucum-
bers sold at the market 
plus the raw value of the 
cucumbers used in the 
pickles - not the value 
of pickles sold. The raw 
value would also be the 
value of the crop at the 
packinghouse door – be-
fore it is processed and 
packaged for the grocery 
store. Total sales will also 
include crop insurance in-

demnities and payments 
from the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP).

USDA has provided 
the option to use market-
ing years 2023 or 2024 as 
the basis for 2025 sales 
calculations, offering 
farmers greater flexibili-
ty, particularly those who 
may have faced reduced 
sales due to natural di-
sasters, pests or other 
unforeseen challenges.

MASC payments are 
calculated based on a 
tiered system that di-
vides reported specialty 
crop sales into five sales 
ranges. Each range has 
a corresponding pay-
ment factor, with smaller 
farms  receiving larger 
payment percentages. 
This is intended to re-
flect the higher variable 
costs smaller farms face 
relative to their sales, as 
they lack the economies 
of scale that reduce costs 
for larger operations. 
Payment factors decrease 
progressively for high-
er sales ranges but are 
applied incrementally, 
similar to income tax 
brackets. 

USDA imposes sev-
eral payment limitations 
within the MASC pro-
gram. Producers with an 
average gross income 
exceeding $900,000 for 
the years 2021, 2022 
and 2023 are not eligible 
for payments unless at 
least 75% of their AGI 
is derived from farming, 
ranching or forestry op-
erations. Additionally, 
MASC payments are 
capped at $125,000 per 
person or legal entity. 
Payments to legal entities 

are attributed to individ-
ual members based on 
their ownership shares, 
with reductions applied 
proportionally for mem-
bers who are ineligible 
due to AGI limits or other 
criteria. Payments made 
to Indian tribes or tribal 
organizations are exempt 
from the $125,000 pay-
ment cap. The following 
graph illustrates example 
MASC payments based 
on USDA’s application 
estimations, using ran-
domly selected specialty 
crop sales values. These 
calculations assume all 
producers meet the pro-
gram’s eligibility re-
quirements, including the 
75% AGI farm income 
threshold.

Applications, includ-
ing required forms and 
documentation by farm-
ers should complete the 
following steps:

Submit Form  FSA-
1140 (Marketing Assis-
tance for Specialty Crops 
Application).

Certify sales for 2023 
or 2024, or projected 
2025 sales with support-
ing documentation if they 
are new producers.

Ensure all required 
forms, such as  AD-
2047 and CCC-902, are 
on file with FSA.

Producers can contact 
their local FSA office for 
assistance or visit  US-
DA’s MASC webpage for 
additional resources.

“Knowledge is know-
ing that a tomato is a fruit. 
Wisdom is knowing not 
to put it in a fruit salad.” 
-Brian O’Driscoll

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

Applications open for specialty crops program

Letter: Rochelle Rescue Mission thank you
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell

 Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

  March 2
Addison Perkins

 
March 5

Briggs Bridgeman
 

March 6
Nicole King

March 8
Chaz Conant

Donna Sassaman
 

March 9
Minia Waters

 

March 13
Veronica Lopez

 
March 16

Christy Oleson
 

March 19
John Overstreet

 
March 20

Jesse Lopez
Rachelle Phillips

 
March 22

Wakely Peterman
 

March 23
Kristi Gonzales

 
March 24

John Wooten

Lanie McPherson
 

March 25
Chaz & Kathy Conant 

(anniversary)
Liz Danekas

Shaun Rosenbach
 

March 26
LeeAnn Komadina

Kim Dougherty
Bernie & Anna Sexton 

(anniversary)
 

March 30
Grace Olson

Jan. 31 - Elizabeth Reed, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 1 - Adam Groenhagen, Oregon, $250

Feb. 2 - Jodie Bryant, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 3 - Phoebe Hughes, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 4 - Justin Otte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 5 - Julie Mann, Chana, $25

Feb. 6 - Chrissy Smardo, Steward, $25

Feb. 7 - Kailey Pifer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - Sharon Watkins, Sycamore, $25

Feb. 9 - Roger Meyer, Mt. Morris, $50

Feb. 10 - Elsie Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Xoe LeMay, Dixon, $25

Feb. 12 - Tom Myrick, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Juan Luna, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Bill Cash, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 15 - Alyssa Perez, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 16 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 17 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Bridget Schott, Dixon, $25

Feb. 19 - Mark Wanner, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 20 - Leslie Ramsey, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 21 - Rajiji Sud, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Doris Parks, $25

Feb. 23 - Tracy Alford, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 24 - Shelly Crouch, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Patti Doyle, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - Ashley Lawrenz, Rochelle, $25

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Runnings store 
recently donated $779.92 
to the Rochelle Commu-
nity Hospital Foundation 
All About Me Cancer 
Resource fund from its 
Girl’s Night Out held in 
October of last year.  

“Thanks so much to 
the Runnings associates 
for keeping your donation 
local to help out those in 
our area battling cancer,” 
an RCH Facebook post 
said. 

The All About Me 
Cancer Fund at Rochelle 
Community Hospital 
Foundation provides 
grants to qualified can-
cer patients in the hos-
pital service area so they 
can better manage their 
road to recovery. The All 
About Me Scholarship 
Program will help to 
improve patients’ quality 
of life with valuable local 

Runnings donates to RCHF All 
About Me Cancer Resource fund

The Rochelle Runnings store recently donated $779.92 to the Rochelle 
Community Hospital Foundation All About Me Cancer Resource fund from its 
Girl’s Night Out held in October of last year.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

resources and financial 
support. This scholarship 
offers a patient in need, 

a one-time grant up to 
$500 per year or as funds 
are available.   To apply 

for the grant, visit www.
rochellehospital.com/
Foundation
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Rogers wins 
Rotary award
RTHS student Taylor Rogers recently won the Rochelle Rotary’s Service Above Self award. Page 5

Hub bowlers take third in I-8 tournament 
                           PAGE 12

RTHS speech team takes 2nd in I-8 meet 
                      PAGE 4

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Tuesday, Jan. 14, a grand opening and ribbon cut-ting ceremony were held for the newly-branded BP gas station at 1180 N. 7th St. in Rochelle. The location was previously a Clark station. 
Recent months have seen the location on the north side of Rochelle transform with new sig-nage, siding and branding. The Jan. 14 event was led by Rochelle Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Tricia Herrera and attended by members of Rochelle’s business community. 

“We want to welcome everyone here today to this celebration,” Herrera said. “We’ve been talking about this for a couple of months. When you guys started making the transition to BP and all the new signage came up, people started noticing it and how great it looked. Thank you very much. We’re very excited to have you and your investment in the com-munity. We always say at the chamber that when you open a business, you can open a business anywhere. And we’re always very 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard a district facility update from District Business Manager Kevin Dale.
Dale said at the board’s next meeting in February, bids will be considered for a addition/renovation project and an asbestos abatement project at Tilton Elementary School. Pre-bid meetings were recently held for each project. Seven companies attended the asbestos proj-ect meeting. Dale said there were 31 attendees for the Tilton addition/renovation project pre-bid meeting. Both bid openings will take place within the next month and Dale said he’s encouraged by the interest by bidders.

“I’m hoping we’ll have a lot of good competitive bids and that’s a positive sign for what those bids will be,” Dale said.The district has timelines in place for the work at Tilton School. Once bids are approved in February, outdoor work could begin as early as April at the school. The project will start on the inside of the school as soon as the school year ends (June 2).“The whole project time-line will be done before school starts on Aug. 26,” Dale said. “So it’s a pretty tight timeline. The contrac-tors have a lot of questions, but we’re keeping it within the guidelines of what we need to do to get this done without disrupting the schools. We’re trying to make this as smooth as possible.”

See SCHOOL page 2
BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Flagg-Rochelle Public Li-brary and the Ogle County Master Gardeners will host a Seed Swap Day at the library on Saturday, Jan. 25 from 2-4 p.m. The event will serve as the 2025 kick-off for the seed library at the location, which is free and available to the public each day in its second year since its inception. At the Jan. 25 event, attendees can bring seeds to swap with local garden-ers or browse the library’s seed catalog to get growing for spring. The event will include gardening activi-ties, giveaways and more, including an introduction to the seed library, a winter sowing activity, seed treat-ments for native plants, information on garden tool maintenance, and creation of a recycled  bottle herb garden and decorating metal garden stakes. “It doesn’t matter if you’re a rookie gardener and you’ve planted any-thing or if you’re an expe-

Ribbon cutting held for BP‘... this has been a journey of hard work’

On Tuesday, Jan. 14, a grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony were held for the newly-branded BP gas station at 1180 N. 7th St. in Rochelle. The location was previously a Clark station. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

happy when people choose our community to do that. Thank you for your investment and the redesign and getting everything put together.”Mayor John Bearrows attended and spoke at the event on behalf of the City of Rochelle. “Thank you for what you’ve done,” Bearrows said. “We talk about the businesses, but we also talk about our work since the pandemic. We all pulled together to get through that. It’s been great in the time since to see our businesses improve and make improvements like today’s. We just want to thank you for being here and thank you for all you’ve done.”The final speaker at the grand opening event was Umesh Patel, the owner of the business, who was surrounded by family. “Good afternoon,” Patel said. “This is a special day as we invite guests to join us and become part of BP. For the past six years, this has been a journey of hard work. We’ve had amazing support from the community. Thanks to the Rochelle neighborhood and community for their amazing support. As we go into the future, we’re all together. Thank you.”

Tilton renovation bids to be considered in February

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard a district facility update from District Business 
Manager Kevin Dale.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  815-562-8784

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  
621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  
621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  

January is cold but you don’t have to be. Replace your furnace with Anderson.

01122025

Seed Swap Day at Flagg-Rochelle Public Library is Jan. 25
‘You don’t have to know a lot about gardening at all. This is for everybody’

The Flagg-Rochelle Public Library and the Ogle County Master Gardeners will host a Seed Swap Day at 

the library on Saturday, Jan. 25 from 2-4 p.m. 
(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

rienced master gardener,” Library Outreach Clerk Ashley Capes said. “We’ll have different activities and lots of planting activities and things for kids to do. The whole family is welcome to come to Seed Swap Day.”

Capes said the seed library has elicited a good response in its first year, with people coming in to check out seeds and some coming in to drop off seeds or cuttings from their gardens. The seed library has also included gardening program-

ming for 4-H kids and adults. The library hopes to see more growth in its seed library and gar-dening programs in the coming year. 

See SEED SWAP DAY pg 3

NEW OPPORTUNITIES!

New Year, 
New Year, 

Call Now:
305-748-9812

Launch your dream business! Prime shopping center space available in Rochelle, DeKalb, Freeport. 

Free store build-out and free rent for qualified tenants. Limited time offer. Don’t miss out!

12 Months
Unlimited  
  Digital Access 
          INCLUDED

Get the scoop on holiday happenings and 
special offers throughout the year, as well 
as local news, updates, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and more!

Call or Subscribe Online Today!

SUBSCRIPTION SALE

(reg. $139.99 )

* Offer expires February 28, 2025
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SPORTS IKWF REGIONAL ACTION
 
The Rochelle Wrestling Club sent 17 kids 
to the 2025 IKWF North Regional in Byron. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

RTHS Boys Basketball

Become a  
Hubs Super Fan
today! Contact your sales 

representative today!
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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The businesses featured on this page are
“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle
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Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL815-562-8706www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson                 Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service815-562-4937500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln HighwayRochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198
Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016
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• Large menu of foods• Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket• Hand dipped ice cream(16 flavors)
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE200 Steward Road800.262.1680www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out • 
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads • • and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                 • Best Pizza • Pasta • Italian Restaurant • Appetizer/small plate 
• Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 

621 First Ave., Rochelle (815) 562-8784
(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Residential & Commercial Concrete• Additions
815-561-0099Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
JonathanHernandezYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?A: Three years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Working hard and the great exercise.Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My father because he can 
support me and my family.

Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an NCAA wrestling coach.Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Miami so I could relax in the 
great weather.

Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: The great team bonding, the 

commitment and making new friends.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A:  I enjoy getting the opportunity 

to work and achieve my goals.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because it challenges me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents because they’ve 
worked their whole lives to help 

me have a good life.
Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an architect because they 

are very creative.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Spain because of the nice beaches.Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: Making friends because of sports.

Dylan
MelvinYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Hubs Super FanHubs Super Fan
Now get a FREE

rotating banner ad 

on our website when 

you sign up!
Ask 
about 
other 
perks!

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team sent four athletes to the 2025 IHSA State Championship at the State Farm Center in Champaign over the weekend. Seniors 
Grant Gensler (top left) and Kaiden Morris (top right) each medaled in fifth place at their respective weight classes, while senior Xavier Villalobos (bottom right) earned 
a second-place medal at his weight class.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Rochelle trio medals at state
Villalobos takes second, Morris and Gensler finish fifth in IHSA State Championship

Hubs notch back-to-back wins to finish regular season
Rochelle enters regional on hot streak after victories against Byron and Ottawa

Junior Brode Metzger puts up a shot between two defenders during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game 
against Ottawa on Friday evening.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CHAMPAIGN  — 
Xavier Villalobos saw 
his high school wrestling 
career come full circle as 
he entered the circle one 
last time during the IHSA 
State Championship at the 
State Farm Center.

Once a state finalist in 
Class 2A as a freshman, 
Villalobos returned to the 
mat as a state finalist for a 
second time on Saturday, 
when the senior squared 
off against Elmhurst IC 
Catholic’s Max Cumbee 
for his first-ever state cham-
pionship. As Villalobos 
prepared to face off with 
Cumbee for the start of the 
opening period, he took one 
more moment to soak in the 

state environment.
“Everything happens 

for a reason,” Villalobos 
said. “My freshman year, 
I got second and it was a 
good goal. My goal for my 
senior year was to come 
back and try to get a state 
championship.”

Villalobos fought to the 
final second of the third 
period, but the senior was 
unable to escape off the bot-
tom, falling one point short 
in a 1-0 decision to Cumbee, 
who earned the lone point of 
the bout on a second-period 
escape. Despite the loss, Vil-
lalobos (42-6) has etched his 
name in the history books 
at Rochelle Township High 
School, becoming the boys 
wrestling program’s first 
four-time IHSA state quali-
fier as well as the program’s 

first three-time IHSA state 
medalist.

“It means a lot,” Vil-
lalobos said. “I’ve always 
preached to people that 
Rochelle is a great town and 
a great environment to be in. 
I wanted to put Rochelle on 
the map and let people know 
that Rochelle isn’t just some 
small town. It feels great to 
be on the board and to set 
records.”

Villalobos, who became 
Rochelle’s first two-time 
state finalist since Pat 
Brownson (2002 and 2003), 
opened his tournament in 
dominant fashion, cruising 
for a 14-0 major decision 
over Providence Catholic’s 
Lucas Forsythe. 

See WRESTLING 
page 4

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Of-
fensive rebounds and bal-
anced scoring allowed the 
Rochelle Hubs to over-
come a slow start during 
their varsity basketball 
matchup against Ottawa 
on Friday night.

Junior guard Van Gerber 
finished with 18 points and 
drained four 3-pointers for 
the Hubs, who outrebound-
ed the Pirates 34-17 overall 
and 11-3 on the offensive 
glass en route to a 67-55 
win over Ottawa. Sopho-
more forward Brody Bruns 
contributed 15 points and 
nine rebounds, while senior 
guard Carson Lewis added 
13 points on 4-of-7 shoot-
ing in the win. Rochelle 
(12-19, 3-7 Interstate 8) 
will face Woodstock in the 
IHSA 3A Freeport Regional 
Semifinals on Wednesday.

“It was a slow start to 
the game, but we’re doing 
a better job of knowing 
where our shots are coming 
from, which makes offen-
sive rebounding easier,” 

head coach Tim Thompson 
said. “We have some good 
offensive rebounders and 
they’re working hard. It was 
a choppy first half, but we 
started to get going in the 
third quarter and we were 
confident in our shooting. 
We got a lead and when 
the kids are playing with 
a lead, they’re guarding 
harder and going to the 
boards.”

Freshman guard Co-
hen Haedt chipped in 11 
points on 3-of-5 shooting 
with three assists for the 
Hubs, who shot nearly 47 
percent from the field and 
40 percent from 3-point 
range during the game. 
Rochelle’s muscles on the 
glass led to an advantage 
in second-chance points, 
where the Hubs outpaced 
the Pirates 11-3. Junior 
forward Brode Metzger 
finished with five points 
and seven rebounds for 
the Hubs, who will be the 
No. 5 seed in next week’s 
regional tournament.

See BASKETBALL 
page 5
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They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.
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Loans For All Your Needs
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road
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www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!
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BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

The Rochelle Wrestling Club sent 17 athletes to the 2025 IKWF North Regional in 
Byron over the weekend, qualifying 16 athletes for the sectional tournament.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RWC fields five champions at 
2025 IKWF North Regional

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — The Rochelle Wrestling 
Club sent 17 athletes to the 2025 IKWF 
North Regional in Byron on Sunday, with 
five athletes recording first-place finishes 
and 16 athletes earning top-6 finishes to 
qualify for the 2025 IKWF North Sectional 
in Algonquin on Saturday, March 1.

Elias Andronic finished first in the Boys 
Bantam 62 Division with a 4-0 record. 
Andronic scored a 20-3 technical fall over 
Alber Athletics WC’s Madox Houser before 
earning a fall over DuPec WC’s Keegan 
Graves in the quarterfinals. Andronic sealed 
his regional title with a 10-0 major decision 
over Rochelle’s Cooper Harris and a 12-0 
major decision over Dakota’s Carter Auer.

Nehemiah Andronic finished first in 
the Boys Intermediate 79 Division with a 
3-0 record. Andronic recorded a fall over 
Dakota Wrestling Club’s Paisden Miller 
before notching a 14-1 major decision over 
Rochelle’s Grant Cole in the semifinals. 
Andronic clinched his regional champi-
onship with a 19-3 technical fall against 
Dakota Wrestling Club’s Zander Graika.

Teddy Millard finished first in the Boys 
Novice 80 Division with a 3-0 record. Mil-
lard earned an 18-3 technical fall over Alber 
Athletics WC’s Milan Murdakes before 
securing a pin against Stockton Renegades 
WC’s Gannon Kriebs in the semifinals. 
Millard locked up his regional title with a 
5-3 decision against Alber Athletics WC’s 
Gionni Zapf in the championship round.

Benjamin Morris finished first in the 
Boys Senior 164 Division with a 1-0 record, 
scoring a 19-3 technical fall against Bel-
videre Bandits WC’s Vincenzo Montanez. 
Raya Windham finished first in the Girls 
Bantam 115 Division and Ty Johnson took 
second in the Boys Bantam 43 Division. 

Chase Marruffo took second in the Boys 
Intermediate 90 Division with a 2-1 record. 
Marruffo opened the tournament with a fall 
over Alber Athletics WC’s Maxton Green 

before turning in a 9-7 decision against 
Stockton Renegades WC’s Gabriel Bartell 
in the semifinal round.

Grant Cole placed third in the Boys In-
termediate 79 Division with a 3-1 record, 
picking up a 20-4 technical fall over Stock-
ton’s Gavin Goebel in the quarterfinals. 
After a loss, Cole bounced back with a fall 
over Belvidere’s Conrad Barber and a 6-4 
decision over Alber Athletics’ Jax Teran.

Eoghan Good finished fourth in the 
Boys Bantam 55 Division with a 2-2 re-
cord, scoring a 3-1 decision over Stillman 
Valley’s Ashwin Bishop and an 8-0 major 
decision over Stillman Valley’s Bryson 
Bunk. Cooper Harris finished fourth in the 
Boys Bantam 62 Division with a 3-2 re-
cord, securing a 7-2 decision over DuPec’s 
Elias Cox as well as a 17-10 decision over 
Stillman Valley’s Brayden Wrage and a 
14-5 major decision over Belvidere’s Jesse 
Fanara.

Wells Millard finished fourth in the 
Boys Intermediate 64 Division with a 2-2 
record, earning a fall over The Law WC’s 
Cameron Kryder and an 18-1 technical fall 
over Hawk WC’s London Lewis. Dominic 
Escatel finished fourth in the Boys Novice 
93 Division with a 2-2 record, picking 
up a fall over Rockford’s William Ross 
and a 22-3 technical fall over Belvidere’s 
Christopher Arroyo.

Joshua Hernandez finished fourth in 
the Boys Senior 118 Division with a 1-2 
record, scoring a 16-0 technical fall against 
815 Stateline WC’s Oliver Nolan. Matthew 
Johnson Jr. took fifth in the Boys Novice 
134 Division and Montana Contreras took 
fifth in the Boys Senior 144 Division with a 
1-2 record, receiving a forfeit from Harlem 
Huskies Wrestling Club’s Izaak Haight. 

Rowen Villalobos went 2-2 over four 
matches in the Boys Intermediate 84 Divi-
sion, recording a 17-2 technical fall over 
Harvard’s Maxwell Oswald and a 12-8 de-
cision over Dakota’s Brody Miller. Dustin 
Hutcherson Jr. earned a wild card nod in 
the Boys Novice 86 Division.
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Track & Field RTHS Girls Track & Field

Growth remains key goal as Lady 
Hubs return for 2025 season

Core athletes back in action 
as Hubs begin 2025 season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Growth and execution are 
two main goals second-year 
head coach Colfay Pointer is 
setting for the Rochelle Lady 
Hubs as the 2025 track and 
field season approaches. 

Around 50 student-ath-
letes have signed up to run 
track and field for the Lady 
Hubs, who held their first 
official practice of the sea-
son Tuesday afternoon. Ro-
chelle is nearly one month 
from its first indoor meet, 
which will be the Sycamore 
Invitational on Tuesday, 
March 11. The Lady Hubs 
will also compete at the 
Byron Indoor Preview on 
Saturday, March 15 and the 
Sterling Warrior Invitational 
on Saturday, March 22 be-
fore transitioning into the 
outdoor season.

“We have a lot of return-
ers and that’s really excit-
ing,” Pointer said. “A lot 
of our girls who’re coming 
back are fired up and ready 
to get some work in. With 
so many returners and with 
all of our coaches returning, 
we’re going to be closer as 
a team and that will make 
things more fun. We’ll get 
more energy out of the girls 
and everyone’s feeling good 
going into the season.”

Senior Dempsey Atkin-
son is set to return after 
winning the Interstate 8 title 
in the high jump last season. 
The Lady Hubs also wel-
come back senior thrower 
Erin Murphy, who took 
third in shot put at the IHSA 
Sectional last season. Junior 
Kyrie Cragin took fourth in 
the 400-meter dash at the 
IHSA Sectional last season 
and will be an athlete to 
watch in the middle-distance 
events.

“We’re keeping things 
simple and we want to see 
everyone continue to work 
and execute and let their 
results do the talking,” 
Pointer said. “We want 
the girls to get better every 
week… We had a really 
young team last year so the 
sprints weren’t some of our 
strongest events, but with 
the girls lifting throughout 
the year, we’re hoping that 
they can start to make some 
waves.”

Sophomore sprinter Ely-
se Manning comes back 
after a breakout freshman 
campaign in which she took 
fourth in the triple jump at 
the IHSA Sectional. Junior 
Rose Luxton will be a name 
to watch in the distance 
events, while sophomore 
Vivian Worthington is a 
runner who could be a big-
ger varsity contributor for 

the Lady Hubs this season. 
Junior sprinters Katie Toc-
zylowski and Valerie Sal-
dana are two more returning 
athletes Pointer said could 
step up for the team in 2025.

“Vivian was improv-
ing last year and she has a 
chance to start scoring points 
as a distance runner at the 
varsity level,” Pointer said. 
“Dempsey was a confer-
ence champion in the high 
jump and if we can get her 
through a healthy season, 
she can do really well in 
the high jump this year. Erin 
can do really well in the shot 
put this year and Elyse was 
really progressing in the 
triple jump last year. If she 
continues with sprinting this 
year, she can do well in the 
sprints also.”

Rochelle’s outdoor sea-
son will begin with a road 
meet at Morris on Tuesday, 
April 8. The Lady Hubs 
will travel for several larger 
meets including the Freeport 
Invitational on April 19, the 
Rock Falls Invitational on 
April 25, the Sterling Night 
Relays on May 2 and the 
annual Ogle County Invita-
tional at RTHS on Tuesday, 
May 6. The Interstate 8 Con-
ference meet will be held 
at Morris on Friday, May 9 
and the IHSA 2A Sectional 
is currently scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 14.

Sycamore Invitational scheduled for March 11

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Sophomore Elyse Manning will be a key contributor back in the mix for the 
Rochelle Lady Hub track and field team this season.

Auburn Boys Indoor Invitational held Feb. 22

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Junior Andrew Nuyen returns after winning the indoor state title and taking third 
at the IHSA State Championship in the pole vault last season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Around 75 student-ath-
letes are signed up to run 
track and field for the 
Rochelle Hubs during the 
2025 season, which started 
with the team’s first official 
practice on Tuesday.

Rochelle will look for 
its junior class to emerge 
after serving as the team’s 
core last spring. The Hubs 
are seeking to replace a 
talented senior class from 
2024 that includes IHSA 
state qualifier Landon 
Mickley. Rochelle has 
roughly one month to 
prepare for its first indoor 
meet of the year, which 
will be the Byron Indoor 
Preview on March 15. The 
Hubs will also compete at 
the Gary Egler Invitational 
in Sycamore on March 19 
and the Sterling Warrior 
Invitational on March 22. 

“We had some great 
athletes who graduated 
last year, but seeing who 
we have coming back, I 
think we’re going to have 
a great group of kids who 
are going to compete 
and I think we’re going 
to qualify more events 
for the state meet,” head 

coach Dale Bergeson said. 
“Every event is going to 
be better this year than it 
was last year… We started 
with such a young group a 
few years ago and they’re 
starting to get older. I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
what they do with that.”

Field events are an area 
Bergeson said the Hubs 
should be strong in 2025. 
Junior pole vaulter An-
drew Nuyen returns after 
winning the ITT Indoor 
State Championship and 
tying for third in the IHSA 
2A State Championship 
last season. Senior Jack 
Tilton comes back after a 
second-place finish in the 
high jump at the Interstate 
8 Conference meet. The 
Hubs are looking to rebuild 
in the throwing events, as 
Mickley led Rochelle in 
both the shot put and the 
discus throw in 2024.

“We’re going to be 
looking for improvements 
in throwing events and 
we’ll need to see who can 
fill in those gaps and score 
some points for us,” Berge-
son said. “I think we’re 
going to see a lot of depth 
in our middle-distance 
events and our sprinters. 
We may have to pick and 
choose who goes to certain 

meets, but I’m excited to 
see who’s able to rise to 
the top this season.”

Junior sprinters Caden 
Goodwin and Reece Har-
ris are expected to take on 
bigger varsity roles this 
season. Junior Declan Mc-
Gee and freshman Tyler 
Johnson, who were the top 
runners on the cross coun-
try team during the fall, are 
two names to watch in the 
distance events this year. 

“I want us to score high-
er in the conference and my 
personal goal for us is to 
qualify for events for the 
state meet,” Bergeson said. 
“I want us to do well in the 
conference and I want us 
to have a state champion. 
I want someone who can 
come up and get on the 
medal stand this year.”

Rochelle’s outdoor sea-
son will begin with a road 
meet at Morris on Tuesday, 
April 8. Among the larger 
events the Hubs are set 
to compete in are the an-
nual Hub Relays on April 
19 and the annual Ogle 
County Invitational on 
May 6, both of which will 
be held at RTHS. Rochelle 
will also host the Interstate 
8 Conference meet on 
May 16 and the IHSA 2A 
Sectional on May 21.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or service Need to get the word out about a product or service 
you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can 

reach over 9,000 homes!reach over 9,000 homes!

Advertise Here

815-561-2153
Call Christel to be included on 

our Service Directory.

What Service 
Do You Offer?

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7
Emergency Service

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test
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The 126-pounder con-
tinued his march through 
the Class 2A bracket Thurs-
day evening, when he 
scored a key takedown and 
showed strong defense in 
a 5-2 decision over Niles 
Notre Dame’s John Sheehy 
during the championship 
quarterfinals.

Villalobos, whose older 
brother Eddie was a three-
time IHSA state qualifier 
and one-time state medal-
ist, battled well beyond six 
minutes during his semifi-
nal bout on Friday evening. 
Entering the first tiebreaker 
tied with Antioch’s Gavin 
Hanrahan, Villalobos com-
pleted a successful ride 
before bursting out from 
bottom in the second tie-
breaker period to emerge 
with a 2-1 victory. 

“Every little thing has 
mattered to me,” Villalobos 
said. “My coaches, my 
practice partners, my family 
and friends and God. We 
have a great environment 
in the room and everyone 
kept telling me that I’m 
the best and I can do this. I 
believed in myself. I didn’t 
have a lot of confidence at 
the beginning of the year 
and that led to some losses, 
but during the postseason, I 
believed in myself and told 
myself that I was a top guy 
in the state. I just needed to 
go out and prove it.”

Villalobos was one of 
multiple Rochelle wrestlers 
who achieved state honors 
and historic feats during the 
state tournament. Seniors 
Kaiden Morris and Grant 
Gensler both finished fifth 
at their respective weight 
classes, running Rochelle’s 
total up to three state med-
alists, a new school record. 
Morris and Gensler each 
finished with 49 wins, set-
ting a new school record 
for victories in a season and 
breaking the old mark set 
by Alex Harvey and Eddie 
Villalobos in 2017-18.

Morris (49-5) was in un-
charted territory during the 
state tournament. Returning 
as last year’s Class 2A state 
runner-up at 215 pounds, 
Morris was bounced into 
the consolation rounds 
after falling by 14-4 major 
decision against Waterloo’s 
Jaxson Mathenia in the state 
quarterfinals on Thursday 

Rochelle’s Roman Villalobos (top left), Kaiden Morris (top right), Xavier Villalobos (bottom left) and Grant Gensler (bottom right) represented the Hub wrestling team 
during the 2025 IHSA State Championship in Champaign over the weekend. The four are pictured below with head coach Alphonso Vruno as well as assistant coaches 
Nelson Baker, Tyler Baker and Hank Swalla.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

WRESTLING: Rochelle athletes compete at IHSA State Championship

evening. Needing a run 
through the wrestlebacks, 
Morris pinned Mattoon’s 
Mitchell Clapp on Friday 
and scored a 7-1 decision 
over Bloomington’s Kenner 
Bye on Saturday.

“I’m disappointed in 
myself, but at the end of the 
day, winning a state medal 
is awesome,” Morris said. “I 
learned that I can battle back 
in a bracket. I haven’t really 
wrestled in the back side of 
a bracket very often, but I 
found out that mentally, I can 
do it. If I had to point out one 
thing from this tournament 
that I’m most proud of, it’d 
be that I wrestled back and 
I stayed strong mentally.”

The two wins guaranteed 
a top-6 medal finish for Mor-
ris, who conceded a 13-8 
decision against Evergreen 
Park’s Genesis Ward in 
the semifinal wrestlebacks 
Saturday afternoon before 
ending his high school ca-
reer with a victory, pinning 
Burbank St. Laurence’s 
Xavier Bitner for fifth place. 
Morris, who picked up a 
5-3 decision over Chicago 
Brother Rice’s Colin Goggin 
in his first match of the state 
tournament, was emotional 
as he walked off the mat one 
final time on Saturday.

“It kind of hit me after I 
walked off the mat that high 
school wrestling was over,” 
said Morris, who intends 

to wrestle collegiately after 
graduating from RTHS. 
“This has been a big part of 
my life and I had to take it 
all in one more time because 
this is an awesome venue 
and this was an awesome 
experience… The wins 
record is awesome and it’s 
great that I can share it with 
Grant. I felt like I was able 
to stay consistent and go into 
every match with a mindset 
that I’m the best.”

Morris and Gensler each 
concluded their high school 
careers as three-time state 
qualifiers. Gensler (49-7) 
competed in Class 2A at 
165 pounds and started 
his state tournament run 
with a key victory, using 
a third-period takedown 
to earn a 6-4 decision over 
Bethalto Civic Memorial’s 
James Wojciekiewicz on 
Thursday. But a tough loss 
to Montini’s Santino Tenuta 
in overtime moved Gensler 
into the consolation rounds, 
where two wins would be 
necessary to medal.

Unfazed, Gensler didn’t 
give up a single point 
over his next two matches, 
notching a 7-0 decision 
against Galesburg’s An-
thony Makwala on Friday 
before a dominant first 
period led to a 12-0 major 
decision against Mahom-
et-Seymour’s AJ Demos 
on Saturday. After a loss 

against Geneseo’s Zachary 
Montez, Gensler wrapped 
up his high school career 
on a high note, pinning 
Chicago St. Patrick’s Van 
Grasser in the fifth-place 
bout to become a first-time 
state medalist.

“It feels like a lot of my 
hard work paid off,” Gensler 
said. “We’ve spent a lot of 
hours learning from coach 
[Alphonso] Vruno, coach 
[Tyler] Baker, coach [Hank] 
Swalla and coach [Nelson] 
Baker in the room… It 
feels good that I’ll have my 
name on the board and be 
remembered for wrestling at 
Rochelle. My mindset was a 
lot better this year. I thought 
I drilled harder in the room 

and I wanted to win. It’s an 
amazing feeling to come 
down here. The wrestling 
is what it’s all about and I 
love that, but I’m also able 
to spend time with the guys 
and my coaches.”

Junior Roman Villalo-
bos (39-12) came within 
one match of becoming a 
first-time state medalist. A 
first-time state qualifier this 
year, Villalobos overcame 
an opening-round loss on 
Thursday, finding a clutch 
takedown to earn a 7-6 
decision against Mahomet-
Seymour’s Brock VanDe-
veer in his first wrestleback. 
Villalobos was again on 
point during his next bout, 
building an early lead and 

holding off a late surge 
from Highland’s Ashton 
Zobrist to emerge with a 
10-8 decision.

“I’m so grateful that I 
was able to come down here 
with my teammates and my 
friends,” said Villalobos, 
whose win over Zobrist was 
the 100th win of his high 
school career. “I’m grate-
ful that I won a couple of 
matches and even though I 
didn’t place, I accomplished 
some of my goals. The 
wrestlebacks are about sur-
viving and advancing. It’s 
all in the mind and I knew 
I had to prepare mentally 
and get to my offense early. 
That’s what helped me win 
those matches.”
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“We went 3-0 this week 
and I think we’re primed 
for a good run in the re-
gional,” Thompson said. 
“We really need balance 
on offense going for-
ward… We haven’t had a 
great year defensively, but 
we’ve been able to score 
the ball, so sharing the ball 
and getting multiple guys 
into double figures makes 
it really difficult for other 
teams. We’ve done that 
over the last week and a 
half.”

Rochelle dominated the 
third quarter, outscoring 
Ottawa 29-9 after holding 
a 25-23 halftime lead. The 
Hubs, who have won four 
of their last five games, 
are looking for their sec-
ond straight postseason 
win over Woodstock, the 
No. 3 regional seed, who 
Rochelle beat last season.

“We’re playing better 
basketball and we’re not 
turning the ball over as 
much, but we’re really 

starting to get healthy,” 
Thompson said. “There 
were times where we had 
a few injuries and we’re 
still kind of bruised up, 
but we’re starting to play 
with more confidence. We 
haven’t had a tremendous 
season, but the kids have 
hung in there and they’ll 
have an opportunity to 
keep going with how the 
regional has shaken out. I 
think the kids enjoy being 
around each other.”

Byron
Junior guard Van Gerber 

caught fire from 3-point 
range as the Rochelle Hubs 
looked to continue their 
winning ways during their 
nonconference varsity bas-
ketball matchup at Byron.

Gerber drilled a season-
high and game-high eight 
triples and finished with 
24 points for the Hubs, 
who took down the Tigers 
76-66 on Thursday eve-
ning to earn their second 
straight win. Sophomore 
forward Brody Bruns 

added a double-double 
with 17 points and 17 
rebounds for the Hubs 
(11-19, 2-7 Interstate 8), 
who concluded the regular 
season with a home game 
against Ottawa on Friday 
evening. Senior guard 
Elijah Harley chipped in 
12 points in the victory.

“Since Van’s returned 
from his back injury, he’s 
been really potent for 
us off the bench,” head 
coach Tim Thompson 
said. “We’ve struggled 
to get scoring off of our 
bench and he’s been 
shooting the ball a lot 
better since his injury. 
We were down in the first 
quarter and his 3-point 
shooting got us back into 
the game… I could feel 
that he was having a good 
shooting night.”

Offensive rebounding 
proved to be a key differ-
ence maker for the Hubs, 
who outdueled the Tigers 
22-7 on the offensive glass 
and 50-31 for the game. 
Junior forward Brode 

The Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team concluded the regular season with a 67-55 win over Ottawa on Friday evening. Above, sophomore Brody Bruns (left) drives 
for a layup at the rim and freshman Cohen Haedt (right) drives the ball around an Ottawa defender with his left hand. Below, senior Jack Tilton soares for a shot.

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

BASKETBALL: Rochelle begins IHSA 3A Freeport Regional on Wednesday

Metzger grabbed five of-
fensive rebounds in only 
14 minutes, while Harley 
and Bruns each had four 
offensive rebounds. Ger-
ber’s stellar shooting night 
included seven assists and 
three steals.

“I thought we were 
a really good offensive 
rebounding team last 
season,” Thompson said. 

“With us trailing early in 
the first quarter, we had 
to pick it up and our kids 
kept going and going. 
If you look at the stats 
after the game and judge 
box scores, everything 
was pretty equal and you 
wouldn’t know who won 
until you looked at the 
rebounding margin. We 
took control there.”

Senior guard Carson 
Lewis totaled nine points 
on three made triples, 
while freshman guard 
Cohen Haedt chipped in 
seven points to aid the 
Hubs in their victory. Ca-
son Newton led all players 
with 26 points while add-
ing six rebounds and eight 
assists for the Tigers on 
Thursday.

Community Unity

9 Biggest 
Benefits

Of Shopping 
Rochelle First

Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 

to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate 
faithfully to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups and 

churches – just to name a few. Shouldn’t 
we look to those same businesses first 
when we need goods and services? Of 

course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to 

the community through payroll, 
taxes and other expenditures. 

Online orders return absolutely nothing to 
Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 

people you know and trust. 
Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 

regular health care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, you need not 

travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who know 
you is a luxury found only in 
hometowns. You don’t have to 
show your ID every time you go 

in. You can get a loan from people 
who know you and understand your needs, 

whether it be money for your first car or 
to help your business grow. Local banks 

believe in the value of community members 
helping one another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 

your neighbor. You don’t have to 
convince them that there was a 

hail storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live here. 
Which do you want when you’ve had a bad 
day: A face-to-face meeting with your local 
agent, or a machine answering the phone 
at that big national insurer that advertises 

on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in gas 

mileage.) Shopping locally can 
actually save you both time and 

money!

Customer service after the sale 
is invaluable. Local retailers not 

only take responsibility for the 
product they sold, they will often 
fix it or replace it – no questions 

asked. Appliances, furniture, computers 
and electronics sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box yours up, send it to 
who knows where, and wait six to eight 

weeks, or just go back to the nice guy that 
helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By choosing 

to do business locally, you help 
maintain Rochelle’s diversity, 

charm and appeal; which attracts 
new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you 
do business of any kind in 

Rochelle, it creates and maintains 
jobs for others in our area . A 

healthy employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.

How can you help the economy recover? 
Start at home.
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RMS Girls Basketball (PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Middle School seventh-grade girls basketball teams take on Prairie Knolls
The Rochelle Middle School seventh-grade girls basketball team hosted Prairie Knolls this past week, with the A team falling 33-15 and the B team losing 26-6. Above, 
Rochelle’s Jaelyn Gonzales (top left) drives at two defenders and Berkeley Thompson (top right) puts up a shot. Below, Rochelle’s Cora Mickley (middle left) shoots the 

ball and Destiny Hueramo-DeLaCruz (middle right) grabs a rebound. At the bottom, Rochelle’s Gilberta Agbetrobu (bottom left) drives the ball up the court and 
Alainah Jordal (bottom right) steals the ball from an opposing player.

RTHS Boys Track & Field

Nuyen sets new school record at Auburn Indoor Invitational
Rochelle pole vaulter clears 15 feet 11 inches during season-opening meet Saturday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD — Ju-
nior Andrew Nuyen shat-
tered the Rochelle Hub 
track and field team’s 
school record in the pole 
vault during the Auburn 
Indoor Invitational on Sat-
urday, clearing 4.85 meters 

(15 feet 11 inches) to break 
the previous record of 15 
feet 1 inches that Nuyen 
set in 2024.

Nuyen finished first 
in the pole vault and led 
the Hubs to a ninth-place 
finish out of 24 schools at 
the varsity level. The JV 
team took eighth out of 24 
schools in the meet, which 

was held in the indoor track 
and field facility at Auburn 
High School. 

Junior Caden Goodwin 
took third in the triple jump 
with a distance of 12.63 
meters and fifth in the 
60-meter dash with a time 
of 7.19 seconds. Junior 
Jonathan Bearrows took 
third in the long jump with 

a distance of 6.01 meters 
and at the JV level, fresh-
man Tyler Johnson placed 
second for the Hubs in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:00.46. Also on JV, 
sophomore German Alb-
ertson led Rochelle in the 
200-meter dash, finishing 
fifth with a time of 25.66 
seconds. 

Sophomore Justin De-
Clerck earned two top-10 
JV finishes, taking ninth in 
the 60-meter dash and the 
200-meter dash with times 
of 7.74 and 25.85 seconds. 
Rochelle’s JV 3200-meter 
relay team (Eduardo Cisne-
ros, Cristopher Lawrence, 
Johnny Morales and Ed-
ward Koziol) placed fifth 

with a time of 10:13.74 
and Rochelle’s varsity 
1600-meter relay team 
(Tyler Johnson, Elijah 
Mayen, Johnny Morales 
and Eduardo Cisneros) 
took ninth with a time of 
4:20.24. Sophomore Aar-
on DeClerck took seventh 
in the JV long jump with 
a distance of 5.21 meters.

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

GilmoreGilmore
I’m Gilmore, a sweet and gentle dog. I’m a pro at sit, shake, 
stay, and off, and I’m always eager to learn more! I’m great 
with people and other dogs, and I love a good cuddle. I’m a 
calm and quiet pup who’s happy to relax on the couch. I’m 
looking for a loving family to share my life with, will you come 
and meet me?
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

                             or
                    Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

            to advertise on the  
              Pet of the Week Page!
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PROFESSIONAL 

spend years sav-
ing for retire-

ment. Many enroll in an 
employer-sponsored re-
tirement plan the moment 
they begin their careers in 
their early twenties, and 
continue to build their nest 
egg until the day they of-
ficially call it quits.

The effort people put 
into retirement planning 
makes the moment in-
dividuals call it a career 
worthy of an extraordinary 
celebration. The follow-
ing retirement planning 
party tips can ensure a 
celebration that suits an 
occasion as significant as 
the day professionals call 
it a career. 

• Pick a unique venue. 
Whether the party will 
be a sizable affair with 
a guest list that includes 
long-time colleagues and 
friends or a smaller gather-
ing with a retiree’s close 
knit inner circle, a unique 
venue underscores how 
significant a moment and 
achievement retirement 
is. For larger affairs, 
shop around for venues in 
much the same way you 
might when celebrating 
other milestones, such as 
a child’s graduation from 

How to plan a memorable, celebratory retirement party

college or a wedding. If 
the guest list includes just 
a handful of friends and 
family members, consider 
planning a trip to a resort 
locale or renting an impres-
sive home through a site 
like Airbnb or Vrbo. 

• Take a stroll down 
Memory Lane. In the 
months leading up to the 
celebration, work with 
the retiree to identify key 
moments and people in 
his or her career. A photo 
montage of those notable 
moments and individuals 

can be a great way to com-
memorate a lengthy career 
and simultaneously thank 
and honor the people who 
helped along the way. Play 
the montage for guests at 
a key moment during the 
party. 

• Ask colleagues to 
share well wishes. Brief 
messages from colleagues, 
whether they’re delivered 
via handwritten letters or 
videos each individual 
films, can be a great way 
to show the guest of honor 
how much he or she meant 

to others throughout their 
careers. Messages can 
be incorporated into a 
montage video or shared 
privately with the guest 
of honor.

• Kick the curfew to the 
curb. It might have been a 
while since a newly minted 
retiree had a late night, 
but a retirement party can 
stretch into the wee hours. 
After all, the guest of honor 
won’t need to wake up for 
work the next day (or any 
other day), so let invitees 
know that the party will 

keep going well into the 
night. If booking a venue 
for the party, plan an after 
party at your home for a 
handful of guests who are 
particularly close with the 
guest of honor.

• Keep the focus on fun. 
While reaching retirement 
is a celebratory moment 
that merits a good party, 
many retirees also feel a 
degree of sorrow because 
they’re leaving behind 
rewarding careers they 
worked so hard to build. 
Such sentiments may not 

be entirely avoidable, but 
party planners can em-
phasize fun and a festive 
atmosphere to ensure the 
night is celebratory and 
not sorrowful. Book a band 
and submit a play list of 
the retiree’s favorite songs, 
and encourage guests to 
dance the night away.

The day professionals 
reach retirement merits a 
celebration that’s worthy 
of the years of hard work 
and dedication individuals 
put in over the course of 
their careers.

LONGER hours 
of daylight and 
warming tem-

peratures are hallmarks 
of spring and each of 
these variables do much 
to contribute to the repu-
tation of  a season that’s 
become synonymous 
with rejuvenation. After 
months spent confront-
ing cold temperatures 
and huddling up indoors, 
people might find the 
welcoming conditions of 
spring irresistible, which 
compels many to spend 
more time outdoors.

There’s no shortage 
of things to do outside 
in spring, and the season 
marks a perfect time to 
reestablish one’s green 
thumb and get down 
and dirty in the garden. 
Gardening is a reward-
ing and healthy activity, 
though some, particularly 
seniors, may need to ap-
proach springtime ses-
sions in the garden with 
a heightened degree of 
caution. Seniors can keep 
these health and safety 
tips in mind as they cel-
ebrate the return of spring 
and what that means for 
their gardens.

• Recognize that gar-
dening is exercise. The 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention identi-
fies gardening as a good 
form of exercise, and 
evidence supports the 
notion that gardening is 
a particularly beneficial 
form of physical activ-
ity. A 2024 meta-analysis 
published in the Journal of 
Neurology, Neurosurgery 
& Psychiatry indicated 
that individuals who en-
gaged in low levels of 
leisure time physical 
activities such as garden-
ing are likely to have a 
lower risk of stroke than 
peers who are sedentary. 
It’s important to keep 
these findings in mind 
when gardening, which is 
perhaps more physically 
demanding than some 
may recognize. Seniors 
can approach gardening 
just like they would other 
forms of exercise, taking 
the same precautions, 
such as stretching before 
and after each session and 
making a concerted effort 
to remain hydrated, while 
out in the garden.

Gardening safety tips for seniors

• Incorporate rest into 
your garden routine. Rest 
is vital for anyone en-
gaged in physical activ-
ity, including gardeners. 
Frequent breaks during 
gardening sessions can 
help avoid strains and 
sprains and provide op-
portunities to hydrate 
and get out of the sun. 
If possible, seniors can 
identify a shaded spot on 
their properties and place 

a bench there so they have 
somewhere to rest during 
gardening sessions.

• Utilize ergonomic 
gardening tools and other 
specialized products. The 
Center for Excellence 
in Disabilities at West 
Virginia University notes 
that ergonomics studies 
movements of a person’s 
body during physical 
activities in an effort to 
produce tools that ensure 

a task has as little physical 
impact on the body as pos-
sible. Ergonomic tools are 
designed to lower injury 
risk, improve efficiency 
and increase satisfaction 
that stems from perform-
ing a particular activity. 
Before each gardening 

season, seniors can in-
spect their existing tools 
and replace them with 
ergonomic alternatives, 
if necessary. In addition, 
seniors can utilize special-
ized products, including 
long-handled gardening 
tools that reduce the need 

to bend over or kneel 
down, to further reduce 
their risk of injury while 
working in the garden.

These simple strategies 
can ensure seniors’ spring-
time gardening sessions 
are as safe as they are 
rewarding.

Philip H.
Nye, Jr.

Northwestern University (B.S.)
University of Illinois (J.D.)

Robert T. 
Chadwick

U.S.A.F. Academy (B.S.)
Notre Dame University (J.D.)

Rochelle Office
420 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fearer-nye.com

Offices Located In
Rochelle and Oregon

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
Attorneys and Counselors Since 1878

The 2018 Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, 102nd Edition

• Probate & Estate Planning
• Real Estate Law & Taxation
• Municipal Law

Paul E. 
Chadwick

University of Notre Dame (B.B.A)
Northern Illinois University (J.D.)

Kaycee I. 
Chadwick

Illinois State University (B.S.)
Northern Illinois University (J.D.)
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• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Corporate Law

Philip H.
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University of Illinois (J.D.)
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Chadwick

U.S.A.F. Academy (B.S.)
Notre Dame University (J.D.)

Rochelle Office
420 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fearer-nye.com

Offices Located In
Rochelle and Oregon

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
Attorneys and Counselors Since 1878

The 2018 Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, 102nd Edition

• Probate & Estate Planning
• Real Estate Law & Taxation
• Municipal Law

Paul E. 
Chadwick

University of Notre Dame (B.B.A)
Northern Illinois University (J.D.)

Kaycee I. 
Chadwick

Illinois State University (B.S.)
Northern Illinois University (J.D.)
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• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Corporate Law

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.
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ASHTON NEWS

ASHTON — Fifty three 
members of the Ashton-
Franklin Center FFA par-
ticipated in the Section 2 Ag 
Business Career Develop-
ment Event in mid February. 
Yaricsa Esquivel-Lopez 
was the first place indi-

vidual overall and the team 
of Yarisca, Jacob Warren-
feltz, and Logan O’Brien 
placed third as a team. In 
the middle school division, 
Spencer McPheron, Raine 
Winterland, and Makayla 
Pineda placed first as a team.

DIXON — The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
today announced it made 
zero driving under the 
influence arrests and is-
sued six seat belt citations 
during the recent Super 
Bowl enforcement cam-
paign. They also issued 
two distracted driving 
citations, three other mov-
ing citations, and made 
one driving while license 
suspended arrest.

The Super Bowl week-
end “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” and “Click 
It or Ticket” enforcement 
effort ran from Friday, 
Feb. 7, through the early 
morning hours of Monday, 
Feb. 10. The goal was to 

keep impaired drivers off 
the roads and ensure more 
people buckle up and fol-
low all traffic laws.

“Motorists should un-
derstand the warning that 
we are serious about crack-
ing down on impaired driv-
ers and seat belt and other 
traffic safety law violators. 
We do it to save lives,” 
Sheriff Clay Whelan said.

The recent law en-
forcement campaign was 
made possible by federal 
highway safety funds ad-
ministered by the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion as part of the statewide

“Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” and “Click 
It or Ticket” campaigns.

Lumzu, Searing win AFCES Spelling Bee
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School recently held its 2025 Spelling Bee. The champion was Lianna 

Lumzy and the runner up was Brian Searing. “All of the contestants did a wonderful job!” a district Facebook 
post said. (Courtesy photo)

Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
announces Super Bowl weekend 
enforcement results

AFC FFA members 
participate in Ag Business 
Career Development Event

ASHTON — Members 
of the Ashton-Franklin 
Center FFA Chapter partic-
ipated in Proficiency Judg-
ing on Feb. 18. Members 
had interviews about their 

Supervised Agricultural 
Experiences or Supervised 
Occupational Experiences 
that they keep records on.  
Brooke Burger - Beef Pro-
duction. Izzy Cater - Vet 

Science. John Delhotal 
- Turfgrass Management. 
Luke Dorn - Grain Pro-
duction. Hailey Grover 
- Ag Services. Dominic 
Mullins - SOE Human 

& Public Safety. Logan 
O’Brien - Landscape 
Management. Elsie Viall 
- Star Discovery Place-
ment. Kate Viall - Fruit 
and Nut Production. Kate 

Viall – Safety. Jacob 
Warrenfeltz - Small Ani-
mal Care & Production. 
Jacob Warrenfeltz - Spe-
cialty Animal Production. 
Luke Dorn, Hailey Gro-

ver, Dominic Mullins, 
Logan O’Brien, Elsie 
Viall, Kate Viall, and 
Jacob Warrenfeltz will be 
moving on to the district 
competition on March 6.

AFC FFA members participate in Proficiency Judging
Members of the Ashton-Franklin Center FFA Chapter participated in Proficiency Judging on Feb. 18. Members had interviews about their Supervised Agricultural 
Experiences or Supervised Occupational Experiences that they keep records on. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006

(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

AFC CUSD #275

Go, Raiders!

Ashton-Franklin Center Jr/Sr High School 
611 Western Ave., Ashton, IL 61006

815-452-7461 | Malinda Hart, Principal

 
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School

217 South Elm, Franklin Grove, IL 61031
815-456-2325 | Jenah Burkitt, Principal

Learn  Grow  Thrive
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs 
change from day to day. Regular advertising 
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing 
your company when they need your specific 
product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are 
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they 
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you 
must remain top-of-mind with your desired 
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often 
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to 
when they need a product or service? You know 
the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or 
service is advertised several times, it’s bound to 
pique consumer interest. What do you have to 
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent 

advertising strengthens your brand image and 
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to 
ensuring your message reaches your target 
audience. It’s much the same as learning a new 
skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7. TO SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising 
space in your local newspaper is a great way to 
benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising 
multiplies your chances of increasing your 
revenues.

excellent reasons
to advertise regularly7

211 Hwy 38, Rochelle • 815-562-4171
 www.rochellenews-leader.com

Contact your ad representative today!
Chris Ackland ..................................... 815-561-2153

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

     DeKalb & Ogle 
Counties Hometown

Reach an average of 332 new families per month

Reaching 
approximately 
11,952 new families 
in and around 
DeKalb & Ogle 
Counties each year!

90%
of NEW MOVERS 
would be likely to 
try a new brand of 
items / services.

HometownHometownHometownHometown
Welcome ProgramWelcome Program

L I V E

Advertise in our Advertise in our 

AUCTION SECTIONAUCTION SECTION
Deadlines

Wednesday
at 4 p.m.

Call 815-732-2156

A live auction can be a great place to source 
cattle. If you’re on the fence about going to a 
cattle auction in your area, here are four good 
reasons to attend.

1. You’ll have access to a variety of animals. 
You’ll be able to view and bid on a large va-
riety of cattle of different breeds and pe-
digrees. If you buy cattle privately, you’ll have 
to visit numerous farms to see the same kind 
of selection.

2. You’ll get good value for your money. At a 
cattle auction, you’ll be able to negotiate a 
fair price for the cattle you want. Conversely, 
if you buy cattle from a private farmer, they 
set the price and often won’t consider negotia-
ting.

3. You’ll be certain of 
your investment. If 
you purchase cattle from a live auction, the 
animals come with health papers. This al-
lows you to rest assured knowing the cattle 
you buy are in good health. These papers 
aren’t required when selling cattle privately.

4. You’ll be able to network. Attending a cat-
tle auction will give you the opportunity to get 
to know other people and organizations in 
the agricultural industry. This can be useful 
for promoting and expanding your business.

If you’re still hesitant about attending a live 
cattle auction, don’t be afraid to ask the more 
seasoned farmers in your area for their advice.

The benefits of purchasing cattle 
from a live auction

* Source: America’s Newspapers

Six out of 10 Americans rely on a local 
newspaper for advertising information about 

local businesses.*

Ask us about the best ways 
to promote your business 

to more local homeowners!

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OGLE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
IDA M. HINTON, De-
ceased.
NO. 2025PR10 

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of IDA M. HIN-
TON, of Mount Mor-
ris, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
February 18, 2025, to 
EARLEEN A. HINTON, 
whose address is 412 
N. 6th St., Oregon, IL 
61061, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye 
& Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk 
of the Court at Ogle 
County Courthouse, 

Oregon, IL 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, no later than 
August 26, 2025, and 
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for EARLEEN A. HIN-
TON, Executor of the 
Estate of IDA M. HIN-
TON, deceased
No. 0221
(Feb. 26, Mar. 5 and 12, 
2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 

those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

LOST - A blue coin 
purse - coins inside, 
a piece of paper, little 
stones from great 
granddaughter. Last 
seen on top of paper 
machine outside of 
Rochelle News-Leader. 
If found, please return 
to the Rochelle News-
Leader, open M-Th 
9a-3p and F 9a-1p or 
call 815-562-4171 to 
arrange a time to drop 
it off.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 

I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 

preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 

hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.
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Be sure to check out our 
IMPROVED website for 
ads from the following 

advertisers!
www.rochellenews-leader.com
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Veteran Owned and Operated • Most insurances accepted

Davis Family 
Health LLC

Kelly Ann T� ielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Voted BEST FAMILY PRACTICE & BEST DOCTOR!OGLE COUNTYBEST OF
2024

VOTED

1212 Currency Court, Rochelle, IL 

815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, Mendota, IL

815-538-1800

Helping you create the life you want.

kish.edu

ROCHSIGS

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
rochellehospital.com

Affordable Assisted Lifestyle 
Community for Adults 65 & Older of 

All lncomes
2626 N Annie Glidden Road

DeKalb, IL 60115
P: 815-787-6500

www.hw-dekalb-slf.com 
Managed by Gardant 

Management Solutions

Schedule your tour today!
Affordable Assisted Lifestyle Community for 

Adults 65 & Older of All Incomes  
2626 N Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb, IL 60115

815-787-6500 | www.hw-dekalb.sif.com

03
21

20
17

257 West Stephenie, Cortland, IL
theisenroofing@comcast.net

815- 758-8998

theisenroofing@comcast.net

Here’s why consistent advertising 
with us is a great way to build
top of mind awareness:

Newspaper advertising helps you
reach an engaged audience and
build trust within the community. 
>> Our local circulation reach gives
you more bang for your advertising buck.
>> Flexible ad sizes, formats,
placement and frequency are available
to fi t your needs and budget.
>> Our expert team can help you develop
and design an e� ective ad or campaign. 
Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad E� ectiveness Service 

7out of 10
newspaper readers 
report taking action 
a�ter seeing an ad

in a circular. 

Learn more about our cost-e� ective marketing
and advertising solutions geared toward building
top of mind awareness today. Be sure to contact your 
sales rep to get started with a free consultation.

Nearly
70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers 

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

Stay Top of Mind and Save 
With Our Monthly and Annual 
Ad Contract Specials!

Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

Christel Ackland
815-561-2153

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

WE ARE 
 

RATED

A Century of Comfort, A Lifetime of Quality. 
Experience Excellence.

Travis Cunningham, Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com | 815-297-4595

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

La� it� EVEEVE

License IL, WI & MI Insurance
CERTIFIED PUBLIC NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR
NMLS: 2516202

AUTO

HEALTH/LIFE

HOME

BUSINESS


