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ROCHELLE — Local 
food truck vendor No Prep 
Tacos will be opening a 
brick-and-mortar restau-
rant in March just outside 
Rochelle at 7034 S. Klon-
dike Road, the former site 
of The Kitchen Table. 

No Prep Tacos is owned 
by longtime Rochelle resi-
dents and brothers Marco 
and Jesus Penaran. The 
business got started in 2023 
by selling tacos at car race 
meets in the region and No 
Prep Tacos has been regu-
larly serving Mexican food 
locally for the past year. 

“We’re car enthusiasts 
and we’d go out to Chicago 
or the suburbs and go rac-
ing,” Jesus Penaran said. 
“We met a lot of people. 
We would always want a 
late night snack and noth-
ing was open. We would 
always say we should 
bring tacos and sell them 
out the back of the truck. 
In 2023 a friend asked us 
if we wanted to sell tacos 
at an event at a racetrack in 
Indiana. We’d never done 
anything like that before. 
We’d just cooked for 
ourselves. There weren’t 
going to be any concession 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Family Healthcare Clinic 
at Rochelle Community Hospital recently welcomed 
Kristi Gonzales, MSPAS, PA-C, to its list of pro-
viders as a physician assistant. 

Gonzales, a Rochelle native, brings 10 years 
of family medicine practice experience. She will 
focus on patient-centered care with patient-driven 
decision making, offering care to patients from 
birth to senior stages of life. Gonzales started at 
RCH on Jan. 27. 

“So far it’s gone well,” Gonzales said. “The staff 
here is amazing. The team here is great and everyone 
seems to love their jobs. I’ve met with most of the 
managers and I have nothing but great things to say. 
The culture here seems great. Being here in it, it’s 
been good. I see a lot of good patient care things 
and we can speak highly of a community hospital.”

After graduating from Rochelle Township High 
School, Gonzales graduated from the University 
of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign with a bachelor 
of science in kinesiology and later graduated with 
a master of science in physician assistant studies 
from Southern Illinois University. She’s been board 
certified by the National Commission on Certifica-
tion of Physician Assistants since 2014.

For the past 10 years, Gonzales has worked as a 
physician assistant at OSF HealthCare in Mendota. 
She lives in Rochelle with her husband and children. 

“I never thought I would leave Mendota and 
after 10 years it’s really hard to leave all of your 
patients,” Gonzales said. Everyone and everything 
here has been great. I’m back home. I did 10 years 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
unanimously approved a 
$142,000 bid from A&A 
Builders for the installation of 
new playground equipment 
at Sweeney and Skare Parks. 

Back at its November 
meeting, the board unan-
imously approved the 
$258,018 purchase of new 
playground equipment for 
Hillcrest, Sweeney, VFW 
and Skare Parks. The pur-
chase was made through a 
50 percent Gametime grant 
program that will result in 
about $250,000 in savings. 
All four of those parks’ cur-
rent playground equipment 
was installed in either 1999 
or 2001. 

See PARK page 5

No Prep Tacos to open restaurant next 
month at former site of The Kitchen Table
Co-owner Penaran: ‘I never thought we’d be here’

Local food truck vendor No Prep Tacos will be opening a brick-and-mortar 
restaurant in March just outside Rochelle at 7034 S. Klondike Road, the 
former site of The Kitchen Table. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

stands. We decided to do it. We sold out 
within the first three hours and we just 
saw something we could do. It ended 
up being so much more than just a side 
job. It ended up being our full-time job 
and we ended up here.”

Upon buying their food trailer, the 
Penarans were looking for a commis-
sary kitchen and found The Kitchen 
Table, the donation and volunteer-based 
eatery/community pay-what-you-can 
café. They came to an agreement with 
the organization’s founder, Carolyn 
Brown, to cook there and served one 
meal a month at the location for The 
Kitchen Table.

Late last year, Brown and the organi-
zation opted to sell the building due to 
a shortage of resources and volunteers, 
and overwhelming need. The Kitchen 
Table will continue as a nonprofit in 
a reimagined form. The building was 
purchased by the Penarans for a No 
Prep Tacos restaurant location. Their 
aim is to open in mid-to-late March. 

“It’s going to be a restaurant where 
people can come and dine in and enjoy 
the food instead of waiting in line at 
the food trailer and having to take it 
home,” Marco Penaran said. 

See NO PREP TACOS page 3

RCH Family Healthcare Clinic welcomes 
Rochelle native Gonzales as physician assistant
‘I see great quality of care here and that’s important to me. I’m excited...’

The Family Healthcare Clinic at Rochelle Community Hospital recently welcomed 
Kristi Gonzales, MSPAS, PA-C, to its list of providers as a physician assistant. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

of practice and rotations. I worked in mul-
tiple specialties including endocrinology, 
cardiology, general surgery, and women’s 
health. I’ve done over 1,800 clinical hours. 
I had lots of good training.”

Before it became OSF HealthCare, the 
facility Gonzales worked at in Mendota 
was a community hospital. She has now 
returned to a community hospital in RCH. 

“I loved working there in both itera-
tions,” Gonzales said. “Coming back to a 

community hospital again, it really shows 
the family drive that they’re trying to ac-
complish here and just community health. 
That’s a blessing that some people don’t 
realize. It’s not a big box hospital, but you 
can still get high-quality care when the 
patients are the priority. Sometimes that 
gets lost in bigger health systems. It’s been 
a blessing to see that.”

See GONZALES page 3

Playground 
installation 
expenditure 
approved
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FREEPORT — Derek 
Swartz and the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Speech Tean Performance 
in the Round (PIR) cast 
and crew will be com-

peting in the IHSA State 
Tournament in Peoria the 
weekend of Feb. 22-23.

At the Sectional Meet 
in Freeport Derek earned 
third place in Humorous 

Interpretation and the 
Performance in the Round 
Cast also earned third 
place.

The PIR Cast includes 
Aletheia Venuso, Lydia 

Von Haden, Alayna Smar-
do, Hailey Bunger, Abby 
Losoya, Sophia Losoya, 
Kara Hull, Pedro Rosales, 
Austin Cruz, Alex Soto, 
Sophia Stein and Mercy 

Hunley.
Other RTHS team 

members who were final-
ists at the Sectional Meet 
included: Emma Kennay 
- fourth place - Special Oc-

casion Speaking. Bobbie 
Henning/Noah LeFevre 
- fifth place - Dramatic 
Duet Acting.

Speaker of the week 
was Derek Swartz.

RTHS Speech team sees PIR cast, Swartz advance to state
 Derek Swartz and the Rochelle Township High School Speech Tean Performance in the Round (PIR) cast and crew will be competing in the IHSA State Tournament in 
Peoria the weekend of Feb. 22-23.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Area fire departments respond to detached garage fire near Chana
Late in the morning of Friday, Feb. 14, area fire departments responded to a detached garage fire at 7483 E. Husking Peg Road in a rural area between Rochelle and 

Chana. The fire reached the second-alarm level and involved a trailer as well. Fire departments were first called at 11:28 a.m. At 11:32 a.m. the fire was elevated to the 
box alarm level and at 11:38 a.m. the second alarm level was reached to call in more fire personnel. Fire crews fought to extinguish the fire before crews started to be 

released from the scene at 12:30 p.m. Area fire organizations called to the scene included Oregon, Ashton, Rochelle, Stillman, Lynn-Scott-Rock, Franklin Grove, Mt. 
Morris, Flagg Center, Byron and Polo. The Ogle County Sheriff’s Office and the Ogle County Emergency Management Agency responded as well. (Photos by Jeff 

Helfrich)

SPRINGFIELD — 
On Jan. 17, the House 
Republican Organization 
announced the new board 
for the upcoming 2026 
election cycle. State Rep. 
Brad Fritts (R-Dixon) was 
named secretary. 

“I am humbled and hon-
ored to be named Secretary 
of HRO,” Fritts said. “I look 
forward to working along-
side Leader McCombie, 

HRO Chair Elik, and the rest 
of the board as we recruit 
and support Republican 
candidates to bring balance 
back and common-sense 
governance to Illinois.” 

Other board members 
include: Amy Elik – chair 
(111th District), Travis 
Weaver – treasurer (93rd 
District), Fritts – secretary 
(74th District), Dennis 
Tipsword (105th District), 

Mike Coffey (95th District) 
and Patrick Sheehan (37th 
District).

“This new board is 
equipped with the expe-
rience and leadership we 
need to elect Republi-
can House candidates and 
provide greater balance 
across the state,” McCom-
bie said. “Their collective 
expertise in campaigning, 
candidate recruitment, and 

party-building will strength-
en our ability to promote 
Republican values and win 
elections.”

The HRO board’s mis-
sion is to support Repub-
lican House candidates 
statewide and to promote 
candidates who are commit-
ted to fiscal responsibility, 
government accountability, 
and economic growth for all 
Illinoisans.

Fritts named secretary for House Republican organization

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College is continuing 
its trend of increasing 
enrollment, with Spring 
2025 students up approx-
imately 15% compared 
to Spring 2024. Kish’s 
upward enrollment trend 
began in Fall 2022 and has 
continued each semester.

“Kish is pleased to 
report spring enrollment 
is now exceeding pre-pan-
demic levels. We believe 

the decisions the College 
has made are positively 
impacting enrollment, 
including the elimination 
of all student fees which 
started this fiscal year,” 
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
president of Kishwaukee 
College.

Enrollment increases 
are spread evenly across 
college programs. Specif-
ically, online enrollments 
continue to go up, with a 

significant increase for 
Spring 2025.

“The college works 
incredibly hard to provide 
our community members 
with the education and 
support they need to 
meet their goals. Through 
thoughtful planning, Kish 
responds and adapts to 
the changing needs of our 
community. The contin-
ued enrollment increases 
are a positive signal we 

are providing the best 
opportunities for our stu-
dents,” said Bob Johnson, 
Chair of the Board of 
Trustees.

Kishwaukee College 
serves approximately 
4,000 students annu-
ally, offering transfer 
programs, career-ready 
degrees and certificates, 
fast-track programs and 
more. Learn more at kish.
edu.

Kish College enrollment increases for 8th consecutive semester
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Queen’s Trucking & Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

CONSTRUCTION:

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big 
Small or Big 

Jobs, We Do 
Jobs, We Do 

Them All!Them All!

With Many long-term 
employees both Union and 
Non-Union our customers are 
always in experienced hands!

TRUCKING:
• Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
• Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
• Daily Loads on the Customers Time  

Schedule

• Union Construction & 
Deconstruction

• Excavation/Site Prep
• Drainage/Sewer/Water 

Repair & Replacement
• Union Heavy Hauling & 

Jobsite Hauling

• Emergency Work
• Restoration/Traffic Control
• Sidewalk/Curb
• Hourly or Bid Work (We can 

create a Specialized Rate 
for any Job)

ROCHHSF

We were voted 
Mid-West Truckers 
Association, Inc. 

 Northern Region 
Trucking Company 
of the year 2022.

NOW
HIRING

CDL
Drivers

Benefits Included.  
Be Home  

Every Night!

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local 
Distributors and Manufacturers.

Congratulations to the Stouffers!
Craig & Betty Stouffer of Kings will celebrate their  

50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 22, 2025. 
They were married in Creston in 1975. 

They have two daughters, Melinda & Valerie Stouffer.

NAPERVILLE – Ev-
ery family deserves reli-
able energy at a price they 
can afford, which is why 
Nicor Gas is ensuring that 
income-eligible residen-
tial customers have access 
to essential services and 
bill payment assistance 
through its 2025 energy 
assistance offerings.  

This year, customers in 
need can benefit from the 
Shield of Caring program, 
which provides grants 
of up to $250 annually, 
administered by The Sal-
vation Army. Shield of 
Caring is designed to offer 
critical support for natural 
gas bill payments and other 
basic needs, such as hous-
ing and rental assistance, 
groceries and warm winter 
clothing items to help en-
sure their homes are warm 
and secure throughout the 
winter months. 

Nicor Gas established 
the emergency assistance 
and homelessness preven-
tion program 2021 with an 

initial $5 million contribu-
tion to assist its customers 
affected by global health 
and financial crises. In 
2022, the company an-
nounced an additional 
$5 million commitment 
to expand the Shield of 
Caring program. Since 
its inception, over 20,000 
Nicor Gas customers have 
benefited from a Shield of 
Caring grant, and 35,464 
have received essential 
support, including warm 
winter coats, food boxes 
and emergency disaster 
services. 

Residential customers 
with a household gross 
income below 400% of 
the federal poverty lev-
el in the last 30 days 
can apply for assistance 
at www.shieldofcaring.
com. Customers eligible 
for financial assistance 
from other programs, 
such as the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), are 
encouraged to apply to 

these programs first to 
maximize their benefits. 

LIHEAP is a federally 
funded program that helps 
low- and fixed-income 
families meet their ener-
gy needs. To qualify for 
LIHEAP, a household’s 
combined gross income 
for the 30 days prior to 
application must be at or 
below 200% of the federal 
poverty level – for a family 
of four, that is $62,400 an-
nually, or $5,200 monthly. 
For renters, heat must be 
included in the rent for 
eligibility consideration. 
For more information, vis-
it www,LIHEAPIllinois.
com or call 877-411-9276 
(WARM). 

In addition to Shield 
of Caring and LIHEAP, 
Nicor Gas offers several 
other resources to help 
customers manage and 
pay their natural gas bills 
and save on energy costs: 

Sharing Program: Pro-
vides one-time annual 
grants of up to $400, 

with no repayment re-
quirement, to qualified 
residential customers who 
meet income guidelines. 
Seniors and veterans re-
ceive an additional $150 
grant. Administered by 
The Salvation Army, this 
program is funded through 
contributions from Nicor 
Gas customers and em-
ployees. 

Low-Income Discount 
Program: Residential cus-
tomers receiving LIHEAP 
or Nicor Gas Sharing 
Program benefits will au-
tomatically be enrolled in 
the program that provides 
total bill discounts be-
tween 10% and 75%. All 
other customers can apply 
for the 5% discount, as 
well as waivers of depos-
its and late payment fees, 
through self-certification 
online or by calling 888.
Nicor4u (888-642-6748). 

Energy Aide Pro-
gram: Offers qualifying 
households a grant of 
up to $250 towards their 

past-due balance, with no 
repayment required. Resi-
dential customers must be 
at or below 350% of the 
Federal Poverty Guide-
lines to qualify. Customers 
with non-heat accounts are 
eligible for this program 
as well. 

Payment Arrange-
ments: Offers eligible 
customers extended time 
to pay past-due balances 
and bring their account 
current to avoid service 
disconnections. Eligibility 
can be checked at nicor-
gas.com/myaccount. 

Budget Plan: Helps 
customers with current 
accounts avoid unpre-
dictable bills by evening 
out seasonal highs and 
lows through a monthly 
budgeted amount. Pay-
ments may be adjusted 
every four months based 
on actual usage and gas 
prices. Eligibility can be 
checked at nicorgas.com/
budgetplan. 

Energy Efficiency 

Program: Provides free 
home assessments, ener-
gy-saving products and 
incentives to help save 
money and energy. Eli-
gible income-qualified 
households may receive 
additional free services 
and equipment upgrades. 
For more information, 
call 877.866.4239 or vis-
it nicorgas.com/saveath-
ome. 

The Nicor Gas Com-
munity Connection Cen-
ter (C3) helps customers 
navigate all the above 
options, as well as basic 
need resources. Custom-
ers can contact the C3 team 
atnicorgas.com/CCC or 
receive customized rec-
ommendations online by 
answering a few anony-
mous questions via the 
Community Assistance 
Navigator. 

For more information 
about bill payment assis-
tance programs, visitni-
corgas.com/energyassis-
tance. 

Bill payment assistance programs available to Nicor Gas customers 

ROCHELLE — The 
Ogle County Health De-
partment will host a Com-
munity Baby Shower on 
Friday, April 11 at 510 Lin-
coln Highway in Rochelle 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be free infant 
and maternity products (di-
apers, wipes, care products, 
clothing), raffle baskets, 
giveaways, refreshments, 

and a community health/
service fair. All families 
in the community are wel-
comed. 

The event coordinator is 
Tarah Ziegler and she can 
be contacted at 815-562-
6976 ext. 2209 or tziegler@
oglecounty.gov. 

Donations are need-
ed for the Community 
Baby Shower, and items 

needed include all sizes 
of diapers, baby wipes, 
body wash/soap, shampoo/
conditioner, diaper cream, 
feminine hygiene products, 
toothbrushes/toothpaste, 
lotions/care products, baby 
clothing up to toddler sizes, 
maternity clothing, breast 
pumps/breastfeeding sup-
plies and baby products/
toys/books. 

Items that can’t be ac-
cepted include infant sleep 
spaces (cribs, bassinets, 
etc.), used car seats, visibly 
soiled/damaged clothing 
or items, infant formula or 
foods, and children’s cloth-
ing (beyond toddler size). 

Donations may be 
dropped off or shipped to 
either OCHD office loca-
tion. Monetary donations 

must be provided in the 
form of a gift card (Visa, 
Amazon, Walmart, etc.) 
Donations will be accepted 
Jan. 1-March 31, 2025. 

Community members 
and local businesses can 
help with the evet by do-
nating items or gift cards, 
donating products to in-
clude in the raffle baskets/
giveaways, sponsoring the 

event with a monetary do-
nation in the form of a gift 
card (Visa, Walmart, Am-
azon), setting up a booth 
to promote their services/
business at the event’s 
health & information fair, 
an promoting the event to 
friends, family, clients, 
and patients. The event 
is open to all community 
members. 

OCHD’s Community Baby Shower is April 11, donations needed

From page 1

“We’ll have some addi-
tional items on the menu on 
top of what we serve from 
the food trailer. We’re go-
ing to do some work inside 
before we open.”

Along with selling locally 
and at race tracks with its 
food trailer and its planned 
restaurant, No Prep Tacos 
also offers catering for pri-
vate parties and events. The 
Penarans have seen their 
business grow quickly after 
it started out selling under a 
canopy. 

The support from the 
Rochelle community has 
been exciting for Marco and 
Jesus Penaran. 

“We’ve received a lot 
of support from Rochelle,” 
Jesus Penaran said. “There’s 
other Mexican restaurants 
in town, so we didn’t know 
what to expect. Every time 
we’ve opened up shop in 
town, we’ve always gotten 
good support from the peo-
ple. And it’s repeat custom-
ers, sometimes during the 
same week.”

Marco Penaran said those 
who haven’t tried No Prep 
Tacos before can expect a 
quick, authentic, consistent 
bite to eat. The Penarans’ fa-
ther helps with the seasoning 
and their mother makes fresh 
tortillas and has since the 
beginning of No Prep Tacos. 

The Penarans never envi-

sioned themselves opening 
a restaurant. Before No 
Prep Tacos, Marco Penaran 
worked in maintenance and 
went to school for graphics. 
Jesus Penaran never thought 
he’d own a property like 
7034 S. Klondike Road, 
which has history as a 
community cornerstone as 
The Kitchen Table and also 
includes The Rowe Pavilion, 
which was funded by TV’s 
Mike Rowe of Dirty Jobs 
fame after a visit to The 
Kitchen Table. 

Marco Penaran said he’s 
excited to open the restaurant 
up for customers and to try 
some new menu items. No 
Prep Tacos is a family affair 
for the Penarans. 

NO PREP TACOS: Rochelle brothers open restaurant at former Kitchen Table location

From page 1

At RCH, Gonzales said 
she’s looking forward to 
working to working in 
women’s health with Dr. 
Kendall Vogeler, which 
she’s enjoyed in the past. 
She also enjoys acute 
visits and same-day care, 
along with preventative 
care. Gonzales will offer a 
wide variety of healthcare 

needs and the ability to 
keep patients local at RCH 
or refer them if that’s what 
they want. 

After practicing for 10 
years and getting set in her 
style of practice, Gonza-
les is ready to offer care 
in her hometown. 

“I feel good about be-
ing back here,” Gonzales 
said. “I prayed about 
whether it was the right 

move for me. I think it 
brings a higher level of 
passion and account-
ability. I already know 
everybody and I want the 
utmost care for people. 
We’re human and we can 
only do so much, but it’s 
been a pressure that’s a 
privilege.”

During her senior year 
of high school, Gonzales 
decided that she wanted to 

go into the medical field 
because of her anatomy 
class and its teacher at 
RTHS. She found the 
physician assistant field 
of study in college and 
chose the family medicine 
specialty so she could be 
involved with a wide array 
of patient needs. 

The family medi-
cine route has allowed 
for Gonzales to have a 

healthy work-life balance. 
Being a PA has also put 
her in a leadership role in 
medicine, something she 
desired in school. 

Gonzales and her hus-
band are active in the 
Rochelle community and 
working at RCH will give 
her more time for that and 
her family. 

“It feels like a closed 
loop, being back home,” 

Gonzales said. “I’m ex-
cited about building on a 
quality of care that I see 
has been taking place 
already in this hospital. I 
know some people would 
just drive past Rochelle 
and go to Rockford for 
care. I don’t feel that 
when I’m here. I see great 
quality of care here and 
that’s important to me. 
I’m excited to be home.”

GONZALES: Rochelle native joins RCH as physician assistant

“It’s cool to do this with 
my brother,” Jesus Penaran 
said. “We get to see each 
other every day. We disagree 

on some things, but at the end 
of the day we have to have a 
solution that works for both 
of us. Two heads think more 

than one can. Our mom and 
dad are in our corner too and 
they give us encouragement 
and support.”

No Prep Tacos is owned by longtime Rochelle residents and brothers Marco and 
Jesus Penaran. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.
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Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact  
Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — Nor-
man Lee Jenkins, Sr. passed 
away peacefully, Friday, 
February 14, 2025.  “Doc” 
was born on March 2, 1937, 
in St. Louis, MO and grad-
uated from Granite City, IL 
High School in 1955.  He 
attended Illinois State Uni-
versity (ISU) on a baseball 
scholarship, and his love 
for the St. Louis Cardinals 
lives on in his children and 
grandchildren.  He was 
drafted by the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, but opted to become 
a first-generation college 
graduate.  Norm met Gloria 
Kaszynski (deceased) while 
attending ISU and they were 
married on August 23, 1958.  
He earned a B.S. from ISU 
in 1959, and began his ca-
reer in education in 1960 
working as a teacher and 
coach in the Worden, IL 
school system, also serving 
honorably in the Marine 
Corps Reserves.  Norm 
completed his masters de-
gree from Purdue Univer-
sity in 1963, and in 1964, 
he and his young family 
moved to Ogelsby, IL where 
he became a counselor and 
teacher at LaSalle-Peru 
Township High School.  He 

returned to Purdue in 1968, 
four children in tow, to com-
plete his Ph.D. (1970).  Doc 
then embarked on his career 
with the newly-established 
Kishwaukee Community 
College in Malta, IL, and 
the family relocated to 
Rochelle, IL.  At Kish-
waukee, he served as the 
Dean of Students Services 
from 1968-1970, Executive 
Dean from 1970-1978, and 
President from 1978-2000, 
when he retired.  During his 
tenure at Kishwaukee he es-
tablished a strong legacy as 
a community leader, serving 
on numerous boards and 
committees within the col-
lege district.  Norm married 
Diane McNeilly (deceased) 
on October 20, 1997 and 
they continued to live in 
Rochelle, remaining active 
members of the Rochelle 
community.  Over the years, 
he enjoyed attending the 
many sports and theatrical 
events in the lives of his 
children and grandchildren.  
Norm, Sr. was preceded in 
death by his parents, Wil-
liam and Lily Jenkins, and 
his brothers Bill, Ralph, and 
Dan.  He is survived by his 
four children:  Kathy Phil-

lips (Elliott, deceased) of 
Stoughton, WI, Norm Jen-
kins (Dawn) of Rochelle, 
IL,  Lisa Autry (Mark) of St. 
Louis, MO, and Mike Jen-
kins (Sheri) of Quincy, IL, as 
well as many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
Visitation is 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 
19, 2025 at Unger-Horner 
funeral home in Rochelle, 
IL.  Gravesite services will 
take place in Worden, IL on 
May 2, 2025.  Given that 
Norm was a golf enthusiast, 
if you are so moved, please 
donate on his behalf to the 
“GloJay Quest to be Best” 
youth golf memorial fund, 
which benefits aspiring 
community youth golf play-
ers of all ages.   Guest book 
at www.UngerHorner.com

Norman Lee Jenkins, Sr.
Obituaries

LAKE MARY, Fla. — 
Charles Cooper Robbins, 
57, of Lake Mary, FL, died 
February 6, 2025. He was 
born and grew up in Ore-
gon, IL, the son of Carolyn 
and Reiman Robbins and 
the grandson of Charles 
and Irma Robbins of Or-
egon and Hugh and Mary 
Cooper of Rochelle. He 
graduated from Oregon 
High School, attended 
the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater and 
graduated from Northern 
Illinois University.

Water sports played 
an important role in his 
life. At an early age, he 
became an accomplished 
water skier and performed 
with the Minneiska Water 
Ski Team, often skiing on 
Whitewater Lake.

Later in life, he lived 
for many years in the San 
Francisco Bay area of 
California where he sailed 
and, for a time, lived on 

his sailboat. He was also 
an avid scuba diver. While 
in California, he became a 
knowledgeable wine afi-
cionado, and his political 
leanings transformed from 
midwest conservative to 
west coast liberal. During 
those years, he also carried 
on international business 
dealings, often involving 
trips to China.

On September 30, 
2012, he married Yan 
(Tiffany) Wang. They later 
moved to Florida.

He is survived by his 
wife, Tiffany Robbins, of 
Lake Mary, FL; his sister 
Lisa Robbins and her 
husband David and son 
Ayden, of Greenfield, IN; 
cousins Elizabeth Cooper 
of Rochelle;

Thomas A. Cooper of 
Madison, WI; Don Etnyre 
of Oregon; Rebecca Bam-
borough of Jacksonville, 
FL; Bill Venor of Buckeye, 
AZ; Barb Stone of Denver, 

CO; Robert Venor of Au-
rora, CO; uncle and aunt 
Alan and Kathy Cooper of 
Rochelle, and aunt Cindi 
Cooper of Mesa, AZ. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents and grandpar-
ents, his stepmother Lea 
Robbins, his cousin Mary 
Beth Etnyre, and his uncle 
Thomas L. Cooper.

After cremation, he will 
be buried with his parents 
at Riverview Cemetery in 
Oregon. A private memo-
rial service will take place 
at a later time.

Charles Cooper Robbins

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 13 at 10:26 p.m. Joa-
quin Bahena-Medina, 40, of 
Rochelle was cited for use of 
electronic communications 
device. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
March 7 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 13 at 4:06 p.m. 
Cody Logan, 31, of Byron 
was cited for speeding 52 in 
a 30 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 7 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 14 at 8:24 p.m. 
Taron Heck, 28, of Rochelle 
was arrested for driving un-
der the influence and cited 
for driving the wrong way 

on a one-way street, illegal 
transport/carry of alcohol, 
and improper lane usage. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 7 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 14 at 8:24 p.m. 
Alexander Wade, 29, of 
Rochelle was cited for illegal 
transport/carry of alcohol. 
He signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a March 
7 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 15 at 2:25 p.m. 
Tyressea Simmons, 23, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant and 
transferred. 

On Feb. 15 at 4:55 p.m. 
Michael Long, 49, of Ro-

OREGON — On Feb. 
14 at approximately 7:54 
p.m. deputies responded 
to the intersection of East 
Illinois Route 38 and 
South East Line Road for a 
two-vehicle collision. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Jeffrey Holznagel, 
61, of Rochelle, under 
arrest for driving with 
license expired more than 
a year. Holznagel was 
released on a notice to 
appear and given a future 
court date.

On Feb. 15 at approxi-
mately 9:56 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
East Illinois Route 38 and 
Dement Road. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Ismael Guzman-Fonseca, 
27, of Mendota, under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Gus-
man-Fonseca also had 
an active Lee County 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear-contempt of court. 
Guzman-Fonseca was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 15 at approxi-

mately 2:01 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
East Illinois Route 38 
and Dement Road. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Tyrus Holland 
under arrest for driving 
while license revoked. 
Holland was also issued 
a citation for no insurance 
and released on a notice 
to appear at a future court 
date. 

On Feb. 16 at approxi-
mately 2:14 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the area of 100 Meadow-
land Drive, Rochelle. Af-
ter investigation deputies 
placed Kristy Dolister, 
34, of Rochelle, under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Dolis-
ter also had an active Lee 
County warrant for con-
tempt of court. Dolister 
was additionally issued 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Dolister was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
held in lieu of bond on 
the warrant and released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court date for 
the driving while license 
suspended charge.

On Feb. 16 at approx-
imately 1:58 a.m. depu-
ties were dispatched to 
the area of 19,000 East 
Illinois Route 72 for the 
report of a car in the ditch. 
After an investigation, it 
was learned a grey Chrys-
ler 200 was traveling 
eastbound on East Illinois 
Route 72 before traveling 
in the south ditch and 
losing control. The ve-
hicle then reentered the 
roadway before sliding to 
a stop in the north ditch. 
The driver was identified 
as Alisa Voss, 52, of Kirk-
land. Voss was placed 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence and 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where she 
was released on a notice 
to appear. Voss was addi-
tionally cited for unlawful 
possession of cannabis, 
and traveling too fast for 
conditions.

On Feb. 16 at approxi-
mately 4:54 p.m. deputies 

responded to the area of 
East Illinois Route 64 
and South Mulford Road 
for a two-vehicle crash. 
After an investigation, it 
was learned a grey Jeep 
Cherokee driven by Na-
tungee Perez, 27, of Loves 
Park was southbound 
on South Mulford Road 
when it failed to stop 
at the intersection with 
East Illinois Route 64. 
The grey Jeep proceeded 
into the intersection and 
collided with a black 
Nissan Titan driven by 
Jonathon Gebel, 23, of 
Davis Junction. Jona-
than Perez, 26, of Loves 
Park, was a passenger in 
the grey Jeep and was 
uninjured as a result of 
the crash. Natungee was 
transported to a local hos-
pital for minor injuries. 
Deputies were assisted 
on scene by Creston Fire 
Department and Rochelle 
Fire Department.  

On Feb. 17 at approxi-
mately 5:05 p.m. deputies 
responded to the intersec-
tion of North Kishwaukee 
Road and North Meridian 
Road for a single-vehicle 
accident. After further 
investigation the driver 
of the vehicle, Bradyn A. 
Jordan, 18, of Lake in the 
Hills, was placed under 
arrest for driving under 
the influence of drugs and 
possession of a controlled 
substance. It was deter-
mined the vehicle was 
traveling northbound on 
North Kishwaukee Road 
and failed to negotiate 
the curve prior to the in-
tersection, striking a field 
entrance and becoming 
airborne before colliding 
with a telephone pole. Jor-
dan was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where he 
was booked and released 
on a notice to appear 
with a future court date. 
Jordan was additionally 
cited for no insurance, 
failure to reduce speed 
and improper lane usage. 
Deputies were assisted by 
the Winnebago County 
Sheriff’s Office and By-
ron EMS/Fire personnel. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

chelle was arrested on a 
Rockford Police Depart-
ment warrant and trans-
ferred. 

On Feb. 16 at 12:21 
p.m. Logan P. Johnson, 18, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disregarding a stop sign. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 21 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 17 at 2:12 p.m. 
Reginald Greer, 55, of Chi-
cago was cited for speeding 
72 in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
March 21 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 17 at 7:51 a.m. 
Nathan M. Laws, 26, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a March 21 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.
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DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

March 1 .................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm
March 16 .................................................. Introduction to Handguns 9am-1pm
March 22 /23. .Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
April 6 ...................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm   
April 23 .................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm
April 26 /27. ...Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.

Please call or email for further information. 
See website for detailed description of all classes

02
19

20
25

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

DIXON — Concerns 
about youth struggling 
with depression and 
anxiety became more 
pronounced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
While greater awareness 
of mental health emerged 
during the pandemic, the 
fact remains that the rate 
of mental health needs 
for children and teens has 
been steadily rising since 
the early 21st century.

Between 2012 and 
2018, there was a 34.6% 
increase in the occurrence 
of mental health diagnoses 
among children ages 4-17, 
according to the National 
Institutes of Health. The 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
estimates that between 
13% and 29% of American 
children ages 3-17 cur-
rently have a diagnosable 
mental health condition. 
Emergency room visits 
for pediatric mental health 
increased 55% between 
2012 and 2016, while 
hospitalizations for mood 
disorders among juveniles 
increased 80% between 
1997 and 2010.

“Even as funding for 
mental health increased 
during COVID-19, so did 
the demand for services. 
Funding and resources 
have historically lagged 
behind the demand for 
decades,” says Gloria 
Martin, Sinnissippi Cen-
ters’ director of Child 
and Adolescent Services. 
“Mental Health America 
ranks Illinois 29th in the 
country in mental health 
workforce availability, 
and the Kaiser Family 
Foundation estimates that 
only 23.3% of Illinois 
residents’ mental health 
needs can be met with the 
existing workforce.” 

According to a report 
issued by a statewide 
task force, Illinois was 
identified as “in crisis” 
well before the COVID-19 
pandemic. A heartbreak-
ing trend is that suicide is 
now the second leading 
cause of death among 
teenagers ages 15-19.

“Many factors contrib-
ute to this urgent need,” 
Martin said. “Foremost 
is the negative impact 
of social media, which 

does not get enough at-
tention. Online bullying 
and unrealistic standards 
create immense pressure 
on adolescents. Academ-
ic pressures and fear of 
school shootings add 
to chronic stress levels. 
Social and environmental 
stressors, such as poverty, 
abuse, and climate change, 
also impact mental health. 
Biological factors, such as 
puberty and brain devel-
opment, affect emotional 
control and judgment. 
Sadly, the pandemic wors-
ened overall mental health 
issues for youth due to so-
cial isolation and the loss 
of caregivers affecting 
youth far into the future.”

Rural areas experience 
even greater barriers to 
obtaining mental health 
treatment for youth. 

“Accessibility, afford-
ability, availability, and 
acceptability are more 
pronounced challenges in 
rural areas,” Martin said. 
“To reduce these barri-
ers, Sinnissippi Centers 
began partnering with 
area schools in 2015 to 
place SCI staff on-site 

Sinnissippi Centers: Youth mental health crisis continues to grow
to provide mental health 
services.” 

With parental consent 
and in collaboration with 
school staff, youth are 
enrolled as Sinnissippi 
Centers clients. Depend-
ing on individual needs, 
students may receive 
assessments, therapy, and 
medication monitoring, 
if needed, onsite in their 
school setting. Parents are 
actively engaged through 
phone, video, in-person, 
and after-school contacts. 

“This  mode l  has 
evolved over the past 10 
years in close collabora-
tion with our schools to 
provide greater accessi-
bility and reduce time out 
of school,” Martin said.

Beginning in 2015 with 

onsite services in three 
schools, the Sinnissippi 
Centers school-based 
mental health program 
has grown substantially. 
As of December 2024, 
635 youth were receiving 
mental health services 
onsite in their schools 
by Sinnissippi staff at 42 
schools across five coun-
ties. In addition to provid-
ing onsite school-based 
services, staff also offer 
services after school, 
in person or virtually, 
during breaks, and over 
the summer.

Studies referenced by 
the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) 
show that youth with 
emotional or behavioral 
problems often experi-

ence treatment delays of 
four years. For example, a 
youth identified in second 
grade with behavioral or 
mental health concerns 
may not be linked to off-
site services until sixth 
grade. This delay can 
profoundly affect social, 
emotional, and academic 
performance. Youth pro-
vided with school-based 
services at a younger age 
are more likely to see the 
severity of issues reduced 
or resolved, promoting 
greater academic and 
social success in school.

“Sinnissippi is proud 
to help hundreds of youth 
each year become more 
successful students and 
happier individuals,” 
Martin said. 

OREGON – Under-
standing poverty requires 
more than empathy — it 
requires experience. On 
Friday, Feb. 28, from 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Illi-
nois Extension will host a 
Poverty Simulation at the 
Rock River Center in Ore-
gon. This free event, which 
includes lunch, offers 
participants a powerful 
opportunity to step into the 

shoes of individuals facing 
the daily challenges of 
living on a limited budget.

During the interactive 
simulation, participants 
will navigate real-life 
scenarios that families in 
poverty encounter, such as 
securing housing, feeding 
their families, and ac-
cessing essential services 
— all while managing 
financial constraints. The 

experience highlights the 
tough decisions and ob-
stacles low-income in-
dividuals face, fostering 
a deeper understanding 
of poverty’s impact on 
families and commu-
nities. Whether you’re 
working with clients from 
diverse backgrounds or 
simply seeking to broad-
en your perspective, this 
life-changing experience 

offers a unique opportu-
nity to delve into the daily 
struggles of those living in 
poverty. 

“Poverty is not a game, 
and addressing its chal-
lenges requires more than 
awareness — it demands 
firsthand understanding,” 
said Karla Belzer, Illinois 
Extension county direc-
tor for Carroll, Lee, and 
Whiteside counties. “This 

simulation is a valuable 
tool for professionals, 
community members, 
and anyone interested in 
gaining a new perspective 
on the struggles of those 
in need.”

The event is open to the 
public, and registration 
is required by Feb. 21. 
To sign up, visit go.illi-
nois.edu/CLWpoverty or 
contact 815-632-3611. If 

you will need an accom-
modation to participate, 
please call 815-632-3611. 
Early requests are strong-
ly encouraged to allow 
sufficient time to meet 
your access needs. Join 
us for this eye-open-
ing experience and gain 
a greater awareness of 
the challenges faced by 
low-income families in 
our communities.

Illinois Extension to host Poverty Simulation in Oregon

From page 1

Playground equipment 
installation at VFW and 
Hillcrest Parks will be 
installed by park district 
staff in house, along with 
surfacing work. Park Dis-
trict Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger said she 
hopes to do a grand open-
ing for all four parks’ new 
equipment in July.

The old playground 
equipment from Sweeney 
and Skare Parks will be 
taken by an organization 
called Kids Around the 
World, which takes and re-
furbishes old playground 
equipment and installs it in 
foreign countries in need. 

Truck
The board unanimously 

approved the purchase of 
a new 2025 Ford F-250 
Super Duty truck from 
Prescott Brothers Ford 
for $63,668. The purchase 
of the truck includes a 
snow plow. The truck will 
replace a vehicle sold by 
the park district at auction 

in 2021.

Mower
The board unanimously 

approved the purchase of 
a new zero turn mower 
from Johnson Tractor for 
$11,680. The total pur-
chase of the new mower 
was $16,860 with a $5,000 
trade in of an existing 
mower. 

Bonds
The board unanimously 

approved an ordinance for 
the issuance of $528,000 
in general obligation park 
bonds for park district 
improvements, including 
$511,000 in capital im-
provements, and $560,000 
in taxable general obliga-
tion park bonds to pay debt 
service. The bonds were 
sold to Stillman BancCorp 
N.A., who won the bid 
process out of nine area 
banks. 

Bays
During the meeting, 

Ohlinger announced the 
promotion of Shane Bays 

PARK: Purchases of new truck and mower approved Monday night

to superintendent of parks 
& facilities. Bays has been 
with the park district for 
six years. 

“During this time, he 
has demonstrated excep-
tional attention to detail, 
outstanding work quality 
and an unwavering ded-

ication to our parks and 
community,” Ohlinger 
said. “His contributions 
as a maintenance worker 
have been instrumental 
in maintaining the high 
standards of our facilities 
and his leadership skills 
make him well suited for 

this next step in his ca-
reer. We’re confident that 
Shane’s expertise and his 
commitment will serve the 
district and our communi-
ty well in this new role.”

Bays provided an up-
date on recent mainte-
nance work including 

landscaping work at Lake 
Sule, new sand at the vol-
leyball courts at Cooper 
Park, replacing platforms 
at the playground at Fla-
nagan Park, covering of 
graffiti along the bike 
path, and painting inside 
at Spring Lake Marina.

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners 
unanimously approved a $142,000 bid from A&A Builders for the installation of new playground equipment at 
Sweeney and Skare Parks. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid 
obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or e-mail address 

for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be 
published. Any letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. Any criticism of 
public officials should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as personal attacks 

will not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be published. 
Political endorsements will be published, however letters 

from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed. 
Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 

IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.

com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject 
any letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen 
for publication do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Li Arellano Jr.
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Patricia Garcia  pgarcia@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

I can’t believe the 
reception my last 
article about where 

to retire has received! So 
many people told me they 
hadn’t considered moving 
abroad for retirement and 
were surprised to learn how 
much cheaper it can be to 
live overseas.

Don’t worry — I’m not 
retiring anytime soon. But 
just like saving for retire-
ment, deciding where to 
retire takes time, research, 
and careful planning.

Right after I wrote that 
article, I came across a 
video about the top 10 
countries to retire in. I did 
some further research and 
was pleasantly surprised 
to find that several of the 
countries my friends are 
moving to made the list. I 
thought you’d like to know 
which ones so you can start 
your own research and de-
termine if retiring abroad is 
right for you.

According to Interna-
tional Living, the top 10 
countries to retire in are:

Thailand – With a cost 

of living around $2,000 
per month, Thailand offers 
a tropical climate, afford-
able healthcare, an exotic 
culture, and incredible food. 
However, it is quite far from 
the U.S., which may be a 
drawback for some.

Italy – Living in Italy 
costs about $2,000–$2,500 
per month. The country is 
rich in culture and history, 
offers world-class cuisine, 
and boasts one of the best 
healthcare systems. It’s 
also easily accessible from 
the U.S. and has a mild 
Mediterranean climate in 
many regions.

Greece – This beautiful 
country offers great weath-
er year-round, affordable 
accommodations, and a 
large expat community. It 
has a solid public health-
care system, which can be 
even better with private 
insurance. However, if you 
live in a tourist destination, 
you’ll have to contend with 
many visitors.

Malaysia – A cultural 
crossroads with a low cost 
of living, pristine beaches, 

and easy access to other 
parts of Asia. Its afford-
ability is a major draw, in-
cluding inexpensive home 
healthcare.

Spain – A warm and 
welcoming country with 
rich culture, a low cost 
of living, numerous golf 
courses, and a large expat 
community. Whether you 
prefer the beach, a bustling 
city, a historic castle, or a 
forest retreat, Spain offers 
a first-world infrastructure 
at a much lower cost than 
the U.S.

France – Dream of living 
in a charming French town, 
picking up fresh baguettes 
each morning, and enjoying 
wine at night? Outside of the 
major cities, France offers a 
relatively low cost of living, 
an excellent lifestyle, and a 
strong healthcare system.

Mexico – Perfect for 
those who don’t want to 
move too far. Mexico of-
fers great weather, afford-
able living, a rich culture, 
and outstanding food.

Costa Rica – Many 
expats are drawn to Costa 

Rica for its low cost of liv-
ing, excellent healthcare, 
beautiful beaches, lush 
rainforests, and fine dining.

Portugal – A dream des-
tination with old European 
charm, affordable living, 
great weather, and strong 
expat communities near 
golf courses and pristine 
beaches. Portugal is also 
ranked as having one of 
the best healthcare systems 
for retirees.

Panama – Panama offers 
first-world conveniences at 
Central American prices. 
The capital city has all 
the modern infrastructure 
you’d expect, while the 
country also boasts stun-
ning beaches. Retirees 
can benefit from Pana-
ma’s Pensionado Program, 
which provides significant 
discounts on living ex-
penses.

I wasn’t surprised by 
this list because all these 
countries offer what I 
previously discussed: a 
low cost of living, good 
healthcare, accessible 
transportation, favorable 

weather, and large expat 
communities.

However, personally, I 
would not choose some of 
these countries due to secu-
rity concerns. I would also 
rule out any country that 
is too far or difficult and 
expensive to travel to—I 
still want to see my kids! 
Additionally, I wouldn’t 
feel comfortable in a place 
where I’m unfamiliar with 
the culture, and I have to 
love the food. I tend to get 
tired of the same cuisine 
after a few days.

We have a friend who 
retired to Panama, and she 
absolutely loves it. We’ve 
visited her twice and fell 
in love with the country. 
Her health has improved 
significantly thanks to the 
warm climate, fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and an 
active lifestyle.

Another friend is in 
the process of moving to 
Thailand. She recently 
returned from a trip where 
she scouted places to live, 
researched healthcare op-
tions, and spent time ex-

periencing the culture. She 
has now received her visa 
and decided that Thailand 
is her future home.

Yet another friend has 
made multiple trips to 
Portugal to find her ideal 
retirement spot.

If you’re considering 
retiring abroad, I suggest 
starting with a visit. Ex-
plore different cities and 
see what you like. Then, 
research visa require-
ments, healthcare options, 
and cost of living. Finally, 
find a reputable relocation 
expert to help with the visa 
process, housing, health 
insurance, banking, and 
other essentials. 

As for me? Well, it’s 
tax season, so I have a lot 
of work to do. But a girl 
can dream!

Silene Walters is a CPA, 
the owner of Walters Ac-
counting Inc in Stillman 
Valley. When she is not 
preparing taxes she travels 
with her husband George 
and shares her experiences 
on https://www.facebook.
com/dreamoftraveling

ROCHELLEhas 
been greatly in-
fluenced by his-

torical events, especially 
the development of trans-
portation systems through 
the years. As residents of 
the “Hub” City, we are 
surrounded by transpor-
tation pathways which 
run through and around 
Rochelle. Roadways, rail-
roads, and air routes to our 
municipal airport and the 
Rockford Regional Airport 
are all integral parts of the 
environment we experience 
day in and day out. It is 
helpful for us to spend time 
thinking and learning about 
these systems to grasp the 
“big picture” of the world 
we live in. After all, we all 
use and rely on them! 

In the previous transpor-
tation article, we discussed 
how the development of 
good roads has enabled the 
movement of people and 
cargo over the land quickly 
and efficiently. In this article 
we’ll discuss how a material 
known as “asphalt” has con-
tributed to our remarkable 
road system, as well as some 
of its drawbacks. 

Today asphalt is rec-
ognized as a crucial con-
struction material for road 
building as well as parking 

lot construction, but it has a 
history that spans thousands 
of years. Its earliest usage 
dates to ancient civiliza-
tions, where it was found in 
areas like Babylon (modern 
day Iraq), around 3000 BC. 
The Babylonians utilized 
natural bitumen mixed 
with rocks, sand, and plant 
materials, to waterproof 
structures and create roads. 
This marked the inception 
of asphalt’s use in construc-
tion. At that time Bitumen 
was found in naturally oc-
curring deposits in the earth, 
but today bitumen is refined 
from crude oil. 

The ancient Egyptians 
also recognized the value 
of bitumen in the mum-
mification process and 
for waterproofing boats. 
The material’s resilience 
and adhesive properties 
made it a favored choice 
for various applications 
across cultures. During the 
Roman Empire, bitumen 
asphalt was utilized in road 
construction, building the 
famous Appian Roadway as 
an example of its durability. 
This period highlighted the 
practical benefits of asphalt, 
contributing to long-lasting 
infrastructure. 

The 19th century brought 
significant advancements in 

asphalt technology, partic-
ularly during the Industrial 
Revolution. In the United 
States, the first recorded 
instance of asphalt paving 
was in 1870, when the city 
of Newark, New Jersey, 
paved its streets using a 
mixture of natural asphalt. 
This paved the way (no 
pun intended!) for its wide-
spread adoption in urban 
areas, facilitating better 
transportation networks. Of 
course, as roadways became 
better with pavement, op-
portunity and demand rose 
for automobiles. 

By the early 20th cen-
tury, asphalt made from 
human-made materials 
became more prevalent. 
The discovery of petroleum 
and its refinement in the 
late 19th century allowed 
humans to produce refined 
bitumen, leading to a more 
uniform and reliable mate-
rial. When hot mix asphalt 
(HMA) was invented in 
the 1930s it revolutionized 
road construction. Hot mix 
asphalt, which combines 
asphalt cement with aggre-
gates and is transported to 
the road construction site 
immediately while it’s still 
“hot”, provides improved 
durability and performance. 
The Federal-Aid High-

way Act of 1956 further 
propelled asphalt’s use, 
establishing an extensive 
interstate highway system 
in the United States that 
relied heavily on asphalt 
for its roads. 

Today, asphalt is used 
primarily for road construc-
tion, paving, and roofing 
applications. Approximate-
ly 94% of the asphalt pro-
duced is used for various 
types of paving, including 
highways, streets, and air-
fields. Since it can be used 
in different climates and for 
diverse purposes, it is even 
more useful compared to 
concrete which has more 
temperature limitations. 
And advancements in tech-
nology have led to the 
development of recycled 
asphalt pavement (RAP), 
which minimizes waste 
and reduces the ecological 
footprint of paving projects. 
This process allows old 
asphalt to be scraped up 
and ground into a reusable 
material, conserving re-
sources and reducing energy 
consumption in production. 

There are so many useful 
characteristics of asphalt. It 
provides a smooth surface 
that helps vehicle perfor-
mance and safety while 
also reducing road noise and 

improving riding comfort. 
Because asphalt has some 
flexibility it is less prone 
to cracking compared to 
rigid materials like concrete, 
thus requiring less mainte-
nance and offering a longer 
lifespan (when properly 
installed). And if that wasn’t 
enough, its dark color helps 
with snow and ice melting! 
This provides safer winter 
driving conditions and 
reduces the need for salt 
and gravel to be spread on 
the roads. 

However, asphalt isn’t 
without its drawbacks. 
Because asphalt’s most 
important ingredient comes 
from petroleum, producing 
it has environmental im-
pacts, particularly regarding 
emissions and resource 
extraction. Furthermore, 
while many asphalt roads 
can be recycled, not all 
can be. Challenges such 
as thermal cracking and 
softening can arise under 
extreme weather conditions 
and when temperatures 
fluctuate drastically (which 
has happened several times 
already this winter). This 
compromises the material’s 
durability. Additionally, 
the presence of harmful 
chemicals in some asphalt 
formulations raises health 

concerns for workers and 
nearby communities. 

So, asphalt has evolved 
from ancient uses in con-
struction to become a cen-
tral player in our modern 
world’s infrastructure. Its 
development reflects ad-
vancements in technology 
and materials science, mak-
ing it a vital component of 
road construction today. 
While it boasts significant 
benefits, particularly in du-
rability and adaptability, it 
also presents challenges that 
require ongoing attention 
to ensure sustainable and 
healthy use in the future. 
As urbanization continues 
globally, the role of asphalt 
will likely remain indis-
pensable. 

Watch here for more 
information about trans-
portation systems and the 
components which pertain 
to all of us. 

Kurt Wolter has studied 
and taught technology 
- including production, 
transportation, energy, and 
communication - for over 30 
years. He enjoys trying to 
better understand technolo-
gy and its past, present, and 
future while also attempting 
technical journalism. He 
can be reached at techno-
history100@gmail.com.

Asphalt – A material we should all know

Walters: The top 10 countries to retire in



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2025

COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Feb. 20

Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton
 

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell

 Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

  
March 2

Addison Perkins
 

March 5
Briggs Bridgeman

 
March 6

Nicole King

Jan. 24 - Sydney Scully, Ohio, $25

Jan. 25 - Becky Anderson, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 26 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 27 - Sharon Watkins, Sycamore, $25

Jan. 28 - Mike and Sarah Wiseman, Latham, NY, $25

Jan. 29 - Lindsey Stopa, Rockford, $25

Jan. 30 - Dave Wetzel, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 31 - Elizabeth Reed, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 1 - Adam Groenhagen, Oregon, $250

Feb. 2 - Jodie Bryant, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 3 - Phoebe Hughes, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 4 - Justin Otte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 5 - Julie Mann, Chana, $25

Feb. 6 - Chrissy Smardo, Steward, $25

Feb. 7 - Kailey Pifer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - Sharon Watkins, Sycamore, $25

Feb. 9 - Roger Meyer, Mt. Morris, $50

Feb. 10 - Elsie Johnson, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Xoe LeMay, Dixon, $25

Feb. 12 - Tom Myrick, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Juan Luna, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Bill Cash, Roscoe, $25

Feb. 15 - Alyssa Perez, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 16 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 17 - Rocio Belmonte, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Bridget Schott, Dixon, $25

Feb. 19 - Mark Wanner, Rochelle, $25

ROCHELLE — Dor-
othy’s Diamonds last trip 
taken was a tour to Pigeon 
Forge and the Smokey 
Mountains.

The scenery was beau-
tiful and in full color. 
The drive up to the twin 
chimneys in The Smokey 
Mountain National Park 
was breath taking.

The group saw five 
shows including the Paula 
Dean Lumber Jack show. 
The group visited the 
Applewood Farmhouse 
in Sevierville and free 
time in the beautiful Gat-
linburg nestled within the 
mountains.

The Hub City Senior 
Center benefited mone-
tarily from this trip.

If you want to see beau-
tiful country travel with 
Dorothy’s Diamonds to a 
Myrtle Beach Show Trip 
in April and enjoy four 
shows, Barefoot Landing, 

Dorothy’s Diamonds travel to the Smokey Mountains

Dorothy’s Diamonds last trip taken was a tour to Pigeon Forge and the Smokey 
Mountains.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Myrtle Beach Board-
walk and Promenade, 
and L.W. living History 
Farm. In August we will 

tour Mackinac Island and 
in October we will travel 
to the beautiful upper New 
Hampshire and the White 

Mountains.
For more info on these 

fun times call Dorothy 
815-384-5325.

ROCHELLE – Ro-
chelle Municipal Utili-
ties (RMU) is proud to 
announce that its recent 
inspection by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) resulted in 
no deficiencies, highlight-
ing the utility’s ongoing 
commitment to operational 
excellence and environ-
mental stewardship.

The comprehensive 
inspection, conducted by 
IEPA officials, reviewed 
RMU’s compliance with 
state and federal water 
quality regulations, oper-
ational procedures, and 
environmental safety stan-
dards. The assessment con-
firmed that RMU’s water 
treatment and distribution 
systems meet or exceed 

all required guidelines, 
ensuring safe and reliable 
service to the community.

“We are thrilled to re-
ceive a perfect score on 
our IEPA inspection,” City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
said. “This result is a tes-
tament to the dedication 
and hard work of our entire 
team, who consistently 
prioritize the health and 

safety of our residents by 
maintaining the highest 
standards of water quality 
and system reliability.”

RMU remains commit-
ted to providing high-qual-
ity utility services while 
investing in infrastructure 
improvements and sus-
tainable practices to meet 
the evolving needs of the 
community.

RMU water receives perfect IEPA inspection score
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Basketball

Seniors come up clutch during win over LaSalle-Peru
Rochelle celebrates Senior Night with 78-73 victory against Cavaliers on Friday

RTHS honors senior band, dance and 
cheer team members Friday evening

The Rochelle Township High School senior band 
members honored Friday evening include Julissa 

Torres, Emma Kennay, Noah LeFevre, Lucas Smardo, 
Drake Ramos, Makayla Ludwig and Allison Drobick. 

The senior dance members honored are Damaris 
Macias and Julia Livingston. The senior cheerleaders 
honored include Marianna Saldana, Naleia Fonfara, 

Jocelyn Cervantes, Trent Kreider, Jasmynn Lipscomb, 
Abbey Jarvis and Bryn Kissack.

The Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team honored its four seniors Friday evening. 
Above from left to right are Jack Tilton, Elijah Harley, Carson Lewis and Krew 
Sullivan. Below are the senior band, dance and cheer team members.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Senior 
guard Carson Lewis kept a 
shooter’s mentality despite 
seeing some unfortunate 
bounces off the rim Friday 
evening, when the Rochelle 
Hubs celebrated Senior 
Night before taking on the 
LaSalle-Peru Cavaliers in 
an Interstate 8 Conference 
matchup.

Lewis made one of the 
biggest shots of the night, 
draining a 3-pointer from 
the corner to give Rochelle 
a slim lead during the final 
minute of the fourth quarter. 
The senior made multiple 
big plays down the stretch, 
delivering a pair of clutch 
assists in the final minute 
that allowed the Hubs to fin-
ish the game on a 9-4 run and 
beat the Cavaliers 78-73. 
It’s the second Interstate 8 
victory of the season for the 
Hubs (9-18, 2-7 Interstate 8) 
who will host Rock Falls on 
Saturday.

“It feels good to come out 
on top for once,” said Lewis, 
who scored 15 points in the 
win over LaSalle-Peru. “We 
didn’t have a lot of energy in 
the first half, but we played 
with a lot more energy late 
in the third quarter and in 
the fourth quarter. Coach 
[Thompson] told us during 
halftime that we needed to 
play with more energy… 
I knew one of those shots 
would go down because 
a lot of my misses were 
in and out. I kept shoot-
ing knowing the next shot 
would go in.”

Junior guard Van Gerber 
buried three first-half triples 
and totaled 13 points in 
the game for the Hubs, 
who faced a slight deficit 
throughout the first two 
quarters. Despite LaSalle-
Peru gaining the early lead, 
the Cavaliers were unable to 
create much separation, as 
the Cavaliers struggled to 
contain Rochelle forward 
Brody Bruns. The 6-foot-5 
sophomore Bruns had his 
low-post offense working 
early, using his left hand and 
good footwork to hit four 
first-half field goals.

Trailing 35-32 entering 

the third quarter, Rochelle 
opened the second half on 
a 12-2 run, taking a seven-
point lead after a 3-pointer 
from senior guard Elijah 
Harley and a pair of fast 
break layups off turnovers. 
A quick timeout allowed 
LaSalle-Peru to reset and 
respond with a 7-0 run led 
by guard Mikey Hartman, 
who drilled a key triple to 
help the Cavaliers tie the 
game at 44-44.

The Hubs were unfazed, 
however, as Bruns took 
over the game on offense 
with a dominant display in 
the low post. LaSalle-Peru 
had no answer for Bruns 
or his left hand, as the 
talented sophomore scored 
17 third-quarter points on 
eight field goals, including 
one mid-range jumper, to 
help Rochelle take a 59-54 
lead into the fourth quarter. 
Bruns scored 33 points in 
the game.

“We wanted to go out and 
help our seniors win one of 
the last home games on our 
schedule,” Bruns said. “My 
teammates knew that I was 
able to score down there 
and they kept feeding me 
the ball. I have to give my 
teammates the credit for 
passing me the ball. Coach 
[Thompson] said that we 
were lacking energy in the 
first half and we needed 
to get the ball down low 
because that’s where we 
were scoring most of our 
points. We executed that in 
the second half.”

A valiant effort from 
LaSalle-Peru’s Nick Oli-
vero, who scored nine of his 
16 points in the game during 
the fourth quarter, enabled 
the Cavaliers to rally back 
and tie the score at 69-69 
with roughly two minutes 
remaining. Rochelle’s se-
nior delivered clutch plays 
down the stretch, though, as 
Lewis rained down a triple 
from the corner before de-
livering a line-drive pass to 
a cutting Harley for a layup 
and a foul that drew a roar 
of applause from the Senior 
Night crowd.

“It’s a big confidence 
boost for us because L-P is 
a good team,” Lewis said. 
“We know we’re going to 

have to beat some good 
teams in the regional if we 
want to win a regional title.”

Lewis also sank two free 
throws in the final seconds 
for the Hubs, who have 
one week left in the regular 
season before beginning 
the IHSA 3A Freeport Re-
gional with their semifinal 
matchup on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. Harley 
finished with nine points for 
the Hubs, who drew the No. 
5 seed in the regional and 
will face No. 3 seed Wood-
stock in the semifinal round. 
Rochelle defeated Wood-
stock in last year’s regional 
tournament, which was held 
at Rockford Boylan.

Prior to the game, Ro-
chelle honored its four 
senior boys basketball play-
ers Carson Lewis, Elijah 
Harley, Jack Tilton and 
Krew Sullivan in a pregame 
ceremony. Rochelle also 
honored senior dancers 
Damaris Macias and Julia 
Livingston as well as se-
nior cheer team members 
Marianna Saldana, Naleia 
Fonfara, Jocelyn Cervantes, 
Trent Kreider, Abbey Jarvis, 
Jasmynn Lipscomb and 
Bryn Kissack. The senior 
band members honored 
were Julissa Torres, Emma 
Kennay, Noah LeFevre, 
Lucas Smardo, Drake Ra-
mos, Makayla Ludwig and 
Allison Drobick. 

Rock Falls
Junior guard Van Gerber 

and senior guard Carson 
Lewis combined to drain 
nine 3-pointers and fuel the 
Rochelle Hubs during their 
varsity basketball game 
against Rock Falls.

Lewis finished with 17 
points and Gerber totaled 
16 points for the Hubs, who 
shot roughly 45 percent 
from the field and buried 
13 triples in a high-scoring 
matchup with the Rockets. 
But the offensive fireworks 
weren’t enough, as Rock 
Falls shot almost 54 percent 
overall and forced 15 turn-
overs in a 90-85 win over 
Rochelle. Sophomore for-
ward Brody Bruns posted 
a team-high 22 points and 
10 rebounds for the Hubs 
(9-19, 2-7 Interstate 8), 

who host Winnebago on 
Tuesday.

“It’s huge going into the 
regional that Carson’s feel-
ing better shooting the ball,” 
head coach Tim Thompson 
said. “He’s shooting with 
more confidence and Van 
has shot the ball well all year 
long. Van is right around 40 
percent for the season. We 
just need to make sure that, 
when we aren’t hitting those 
3-point shots, we aren’t let-
ting those missed shots turn 
into runouts.”

Senior guard Elijah Har-
ley totaled nine points and 
a team-high six assists 
for the Hubs, who held a 
44-42 halftime lead over 
the Rockets on Saturday. 
Despite struggling from the 
free-throw line and from 
3-point range, Rock Falls 
executed its half-court of-
fense at a high level, scoring 
58 points in the paint and 
shooting 60 percent on 
2-point baskets in the game. 
Austin Castaneda poured in 
22 points and was a perfect 

10-for-10 from the field to 
aid the Rock Falls offense.

“We were able to get 
Brody touches where he 
needed touches and a lot of 
our action wound up with 
Brody touching the ball on 
the left side of the block,” 
Thompson said. “We got 
him a decent amount of 
touches this weekend and 
we were able to get into the 
offense we wanted.”

Kuitim Heald scored a 
game-high 27 points to lead 
the Rockets, who outpaced 
Rochelle by seven points 
during the second half to 
emerge with the victory. 
Rock Falls capitalized on 
turnovers throughout the 
afternoon, scoring 20 points 
off turnovers. Despite the 
loss, Rochelle turned in one 
of its best shooting perfor-
mances of the season, taking 
advantage of the fast pace 
of play. Freshman guard 
Cohen Haedt drilled three 
triples to finish with nine 
points Saturday. 

“We’ve struggled all 

year with keeping guys out 
of the paint,” Thompson 
said. “Rock Falls is really 
shifty and they have four 
guys who can really handle 
the ball and be explosive 
with double moves. They 
were constantly getting into 
the paint and when we’re 
always having to overhelp, 
it leads to open threes or 
layups. We haven’t been 
rotating quick enough. Our 
half-court defense is some-
thing we’ve focused on all 
year, but we just haven’t 
been able to get it solved.”

Junior forward Brode 
Metzger chipped in seven 
points for the Hubs, who 
have one week left in the 
regular season before begin-
ning the IHSA 3A Freeport 
Regional on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26. The Hubs received 
the No. 5 seed and will face 
the No. 3 seed Woodstock 
in the semifinals at 7:30 
p.m. The winner will face 
either Freeport or Rockford 
Boylan for the champion-
ship.



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 9WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2025

To Subscribe To Subscribe 
online use code online use code 

SWEETHEART25SWEETHEART25

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week
Rochelle News-Leader 
Subscription for just

$9999*
LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                               SUNDAY, JAN. 19, 2025                                $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 105 • No. 77

401 2nd Ave.
815-562-6393

SUNDAY

10 -2
HIGH

WEATHER

LOW

OBITUARIES

NONE 
 

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8Obituaries............................4Opinion................................6Community.........................7

INSIDE

MONDAY

6 -3
HIGH LOW

TUESDAY

6 -7
HIGH LOW

WEDNESDAY

20 1
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

501 6th Ave.
815-562-4443

• WILMA J. ‘BLOSSOM’ LEE• TERRY LEE AUSTIN SR.• ARLENE M. STUCKER WOODWORTH ADAMSON  
                         See page 4

Rogers wins 
Rotary award
RTHS student Taylor Rogers recently won the Rochelle Rotary’s Service Above Self award. Page 5

Hub bowlers take third in I-8 tournament 
                           PAGE 12

RTHS speech team takes 2nd in I-8 meet 
                      PAGE 4

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Tuesday, Jan. 14, a grand opening and ribbon cut-ting ceremony were held for the newly-branded BP gas station at 1180 N. 7th St. in Rochelle. The location was previously a Clark station. 
Recent months have seen the location on the north side of Rochelle transform with new sig-nage, siding and branding. The Jan. 14 event was led by Rochelle Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Tricia Herrera and attended by members of Rochelle’s business community. 

“We want to welcome everyone here today to this celebration,” Herrera said. “We’ve been talking about this for a couple of months. When you guys started making the transition to BP and all the new signage came up, people started noticing it and how great it looked. Thank you very much. We’re very excited to have you and your investment in the com-munity. We always say at the chamber that when you open a business, you can open a business anywhere. And we’re always very 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard a district facility update from District Business Manager Kevin Dale.
Dale said at the board’s next meeting in February, bids will be considered for a addition/renovation project and an asbestos abatement project at Tilton Elementary School. Pre-bid meetings were recently held for each project. Seven companies attended the asbestos proj-ect meeting. Dale said there were 31 attendees for the Tilton addition/renovation project pre-bid meeting. Both bid openings will take place within the next month and Dale said he’s encouraged by the interest by bidders.

“I’m hoping we’ll have a lot of good competitive bids and that’s a positive sign for what those bids will be,” Dale said.The district has timelines in place for the work at Tilton School. Once bids are approved in February, outdoor work could begin as early as April at the school. The project will start on the inside of the school as soon as the school year ends (June 2).“The whole project time-line will be done before school starts on Aug. 26,” Dale said. “So it’s a pretty tight timeline. The contrac-tors have a lot of questions, but we’re keeping it within the guidelines of what we need to do to get this done without disrupting the schools. We’re trying to make this as smooth as possible.”

See SCHOOL page 2
BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Flagg-Rochelle Public Li-brary and the Ogle County Master Gardeners will host a Seed Swap Day at the library on Saturday, Jan. 25 from 2-4 p.m. The event will serve as the 2025 kick-off for the seed library at the location, which is free and available to the public each day in its second year since its inception. At the Jan. 25 event, attendees can bring seeds to swap with local garden-ers or browse the library’s seed catalog to get growing for spring. The event will include gardening activi-ties, giveaways and more, including an introduction to the seed library, a winter sowing activity, seed treat-ments for native plants, information on garden tool maintenance, and creation of a recycled  bottle herb garden and decorating metal garden stakes. “It doesn’t matter if you’re a rookie gardener and you’ve planted any-thing or if you’re an expe-

Ribbon cutting held for BP‘... this has been a journey of hard work’

On Tuesday, Jan. 14, a grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony were held for the newly-branded BP gas station at 1180 N. 7th St. in Rochelle. The location was previously a Clark station. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

happy when people choose our community to do that. Thank you for your investment and the redesign and getting everything put together.”Mayor John Bearrows attended and spoke at the event on behalf of the City of Rochelle. “Thank you for what you’ve done,” Bearrows said. “We talk about the businesses, but we also talk about our work since the pandemic. We all pulled together to get through that. It’s been great in the time since to see our businesses improve and make improvements like today’s. We just want to thank you for being here and thank you for all you’ve done.”The final speaker at the grand opening event was Umesh Patel, the owner of the business, who was surrounded by family. “Good afternoon,” Patel said. “This is a special day as we invite guests to join us and become part of BP. For the past six years, this has been a journey of hard work. We’ve had amazing support from the community. Thanks to the Rochelle neighborhood and community for their amazing support. As we go into the future, we’re all together. Thank you.”

Tilton renovation bids to be considered in February

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard a district facility update from District Business 
Manager Kevin Dale.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  815-562-8784

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  
621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  
621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  

January is cold but you don’t have to be. Replace your furnace with Anderson.

01122025

Seed Swap Day at Flagg-Rochelle Public Library is Jan. 25
‘You don’t have to know a lot about gardening at all. This is for everybody’

The Flagg-Rochelle Public Library and the Ogle County Master Gardeners will host a Seed Swap Day at 

the library on Saturday, Jan. 25 from 2-4 p.m. 
(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

rienced master gardener,” Library Outreach Clerk Ashley Capes said. “We’ll have different activities and lots of planting activities and things for kids to do. The whole family is welcome to come to Seed Swap Day.”

Capes said the seed library has elicited a good response in its first year, with people coming in to check out seeds and some coming in to drop off seeds or cuttings from their gardens. The seed library has also included gardening program-

ming for 4-H kids and adults. The library hopes to see more growth in its seed library and gar-dening programs in the coming year. 

See SEED SWAP DAY pg 3

NEW OPPORTUNITIES!

New Year, 
New Year, 

Call Now:
305-748-9812

Launch your dream business! Prime shopping center space available in Rochelle, DeKalb, Freeport. 

Free store build-out and free rent for qualified tenants. Limited time offer. Don’t miss out!

12 Months
Unlimited  
  Digital Access 
          INCLUDED

Get the scoop on holiday happenings and 
special offers throughout the year, as well 
as local news, updates, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and more!

Call or Subscribe Online Today!

SUBSCRIPTION SALE

(reg. $139.99 )

* Offer expires February 28, 2025
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Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006

(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

Lori Patterson
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

(815) 562-7617
loripatterson22@gmail.com

http://loripattersonrealestate.com

ASHTON NEWS

Blockfest 2025 at Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary was a huge success. Students and families enjoyed getting creative on Global School Play Day. (Courtesy photos)
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School hosts Blockfest 2025

Viall competes at Section 2 FFA Meats Judging Event
Kate Viall represented Ashton-Franklin Center FFA at the Section 2 FFA Meats Judging Event on Saturday at 

Eickman’s in Seward. She placed eighth overall and fifth as a team in the section. She also placed fifth overall 
in questions in the Senior Division of the Illinois Meats Series. (Courtesy photo)

FREEPORT — High-
land Community College 
proudly announces the 
dean’s list for the fall 
2024 semester. Students 
who have completed 12 

credit hours or more dur-
ing the semester and have 
a minimum 3.25 grade 
point average (GPA), 
based on a 4.0 scale, are 
included on the dean’s 

list. The Highest Honors 
are awarded to students 
with a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
High Honors are given 
to students with a 3.50 
to 3.99 GPA, and Honors 

students have earned a 
GPA between 3.25 and 
3.49.

High Honors: Ashton: 
Brianna Gonnerman, 
Adeline Tinsman.

Locals named to HCC Fall 2024 Dean’s List

Brianna Bonito was recently selected as Raider of 
the Week for Jan. 31. “Brianna was nominated for 

stepping out of her comfort zone to attend a 
leadership conference! Awesome!” a district 

Facebook post said. (Courtesy photo)

Bonito named Raider of the Week

Junior High Spelling Bee winners named
The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently 
congratulated its Junior High Spelling Bee winner, 

Rowyn, and runner up, Eli. Rowyn will move on to the 
regional spelling bee on Feb. 20. (Courtesy photo)



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 11WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2025

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 

soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind…

Advertise With Us
815.561.2153

Here’s why consistent 
advertising with us is a great 
way to build top of mind 
awareness:

7 out of  10
newspaper readers 
report taking action 
after seeing an ad 

in a circular. 

IT’S TIME
TO ADVERTISE

Nearly
70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers 

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

STAY TOP
OF MIND
With Local
Consumers

Stay Top of Mind and Save 
With Our Monthly and 
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

NEED A  
WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would  
be glad to lend  
a helping hand! 

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs 
change from day to day. Regular advertising 
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing 
your company when they need your specific 
product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are 
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they 
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you 
must remain top-of-mind with your desired 
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often 
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to 
when they need a product or service? You know 
the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or 
service is advertised several times, it’s bound to 
pique consumer interest. What do you have to 
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent 

advertising strengthens your brand image and 
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to 
ensuring your message reaches your target 
audience. It’s much the same as learning a new 
skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7. TO SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising 
space in your local newspaper is a great way to 
benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising 
multiplies your chances of increasing your 
revenues.

excellent reasons
to advertise regularly7
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COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or service Need to get the word out about a product or service 
you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can you offer? Give us a call at 815-561-2153. We can 

reach over 9,000 homes!reach over 9,000 homes!

Advertise Here

815-561-2153
Call Christel to be included on 

our Service Directory.

What Service 
Do You Offer?

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7
Emergency Service

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

SPORTS

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team qualified four athletes for the IHSA State Championship meet this season. Above are sectional medalists Kaiden Morris (top 
left), champion Xavier Villalobos (top right), Grant Gensler (bottom left) and Roman Villalobos (bottom right). 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

WRESTLING: Four Hubs medal at IHSA 2A Washington Sectional
From page 14

“Staying composed 
and being healthy has 
been a good thing for me,” 
Gensler said. “We have 
good conditioning and 
we want to win. I think 
coach [Alphonso] Vruno 
does a good job of mak-
ing us into winners and 
teaching us how to win. 
I think those things have 
helped me a lot.”

Senior Kaiden Mor-
ris (45-3) also finished 
second at the sectional 
tournament, scoring 34 
points over his first two 
matches at 215 pounds 
to become a three-time 
state qualifier. A three-

time regional champion 
and one-time sectional 
champion, Morris turned 
up the heat against East 
Peoria’s Alec Del Toro in 
the quarterfinals, erasing 
a 4-3 deficit with three 
takedowns and a near fall 
over the second and third 
periods to cruise into the 
semifinals on a 17-5 major 
decision.

“My mindset was to 
think about the end goal, 
which was doing what I 
had to do to get to state,” 
Morris said. “It means a 
lot and the state tourna-
ment is really fun. It’s a 
fun experience to be there 
with my teammates and 
my coaches. It’s a big 

venue with a lot of fans 
and it’s really loud.”

Morris locked down 
his trip to state with a 
resounding victory in 
the sectional semifinals, 
where the senior turned 
a pair of takedown-to-
near-fall combinations 
into a 17-1 technical fall 
over Morton’s Benjamin 
Chaffer. A returning state 
runner-up after finishing 
second at 215 pounds as a 
junior, Morris will shoot 
for one more opportunity 
to compete in the state 
finals as a senior.

“We’re fine tuning 
what we’re already good 
at and staying consis-
tently on the mat so we 

can stay sharp at this point 
in the season,” Morris 
said. “I need to remember 
who I am and wrestle my 
match. Experience is a big 
thing for me and I know 
I’ll have more experi-
ence at state than some 
of the other guys. I need 
to wrestle my match and 
that should get me where 
I want to be.”

Junior Roman Vil-
lalobos rounded out Ro-
chelle’s four state qualifi-
ers over the weekend, tak-
ing fourth at 190 pounds 
to become a first-time 
state qualifier. Villalobos 
(37-10) reached the sec-
tional semifinals after a 
fall over Ottawa’s Wes 

Weatherford, but a loss in 
the semifinals meant that 
one more win would be 
needed to clinch a state 
bid. Villalobos handled 
his business in the wres-
tlebacks, scoring a 12-3 
major decision against 
Limestone’s Ethan Dixon.

“It’s always been a 
goal of mine to get down 
to state,” Villalobos said. 
“Being able to do that is 
an incredible feeling. I 
felt like I was able to get 
to my offense and stick to 
the things I’m good at. I’m 
looking forward to being 
down there and wrestling 
on the mat because I’ve 
been so used to just watch-
ing from the stands… I 

have an opportunity to 
go out there and prove 
something.”

Six wrestlers repre-
sented Rochelle in the 
sectional tournament. 
Junior Freddie Hernan-
dez (34-14) won three 
matches at 113 pounds, 
falling one victory short 
of qualifying for state. 
Freshman Aidan Lopez 
(34-13) earned two victo-
ries at 120 pounds in his 
first sectional tournament. 
The IHSA State Champi-
onship meet will be held at 
the State Farm Center in 
Champaign and open on 
Thursday, Feb. 20 before 
concluding on Saturday, 
Feb. 22.
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland
227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Small or Big Construction 
Jobs, We Do Them All!
Queen’s Trucking & 
Construction, Inc.
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Hiring Hiring 
Class A CDL Class A CDL 

DriversDrivers

Lassiter Agency
1220 Currency Ct., Rochelle, IL

815-787-8280
elassiter@farmersagent.com

License IL, WI, & MI Insurance

LassiterEVEEVE HOME  
AUTO ~ LIFE  
BUSINESS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
NOTARY

MORTGAGE LOAN 
ORIGINATOR

NMLS: 2516202

Go Hubs!

GO,GO,GO,GO,
HUBS!HUBS!HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Vincent finishes strong at 

IHSA Oregon Sectional

Senior Cassidy Vincent represented the 
Rochelle Lady Hubs during the IHSA 
Oregon Sectional at Plum Hollow Lanes 
in Dixon on Saturday afternoon.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DIXON — Senior Cassidy Vincent’s 
illustrious bowling career concluded Sat-
urday, when she represented the Rochelle 
Lady Hubs in the IHSA Oregon Sectional 
at Plum Hollow Lanes.

Vincent turned in one of her strongest 
tournament performances of the season, 
shooting a 1,204 series over six games and 
posting a high game of 223 to finish 12th 
out of well over 100 bowlers. Vincent, 
who fell just 25 pins short of qualifying 
for the state tournament, finishes her high 
school career as a four-time sectional 
qualifier and a four-time All-Interstate 
8 honoree.

“Our regional and our sectional are 
some of the top tournaments in the state,” 
head coach Eric Widick said. “Cassidy 
did a great job and she was rolling the 
ball well. I thought this was one of her 
best tournaments of the year in terms of 
her attitude and how she was throwing 
the ball.”

The sectional tournament wraps up 
the 2024-25 season for the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity bowling team, which 
finished with a 4-12 overall record and a 
3-7 record in the Interstate 8 Conference. 
Despite rostering only two upperclass-
men, Rochelle picked up victories against 
Rockford Lutheran, Sycamore and Morris 
while finishing fifth in the conference for 
the season. 

“I wasn’t sure how strong we would 
be this year because we had some new 
bowlers,” Widick said. “They really 
surprised me. I asked Cassidy and Kylie 
[McCullough] to be our co-captains and 
they took on those roles really well. They 
were really supportive of the younger 
bowlers… As a whole, I thought the girls 
exceeded my expectations. I saw a lot of 
improvement from our second-year bowl-
ers and our first-time bowlers. They’re 
dedicated and they want to learn.”

Rochelle’s top tournament perfor-
mances from the 2024-25 season include 
a sixth-place showing at LaSalle-Peru’s 
Cavalier Classic and a sixth-place effort 
at the Sterling MLK Jr. Invitational last 
month. Although the Lady Hubs are los-
ing only one senior, it will be a notable 
loss, as Vincent brought home multiple 
tournament medals for her individual 
performances.

“Their consistency started to improve 
and I thought the girls really started to 
gel and support each other,” Widick said. 
“We moved our girls from conventional-
grip balls to finger-tip balls and we taught 
them the mechanics of how to start and 
end at the foul line. We changed every-
thing and they were able to pick those 
changes up quickly. I thought they did 
quite well with it.”

While Vincent will depart from the 
program, Rochelle will have five varsity 
starters eligible to return next winter. 

Among those starters is junior Kylie 
McCullough, who was named an All-In-
terstate 8 Honorable Mention for the sec-
ond straight season. The Lady Hubs also 
rostered a large number of sophomores 
including Ava Norris, Magaly Belmonte, 
Chloe Rodriguez, Karina Valdez and 
Paris Washington, who all earned varsity 
experience on the lanes this season.

“I thought Kylie turned a corner this 
year,” Widick said. “She took on more 
responsibility with helping the girls and 
she’s been working on her own to im-
prove, so we’re expecting her to be our 
leader. Magaly’s been chomping at the bit 
to learn and do things right. Ava really 
turned her game around this year and she’s 
ready to step into a role that Kylie had 
this year. Karina and Chloe made major 
improvements and raised their average 
by 20-to-30 pins from last year.”

Freshman Mia Villavicencio is another 
underclassman to watch for as the Lady 
Hubs enter the offseason. In addition 
to participating in the local high school 
league at T-Byrd Lanes, Widick said that 
practice time over the offseason will be a 
key to success over the offseason.

“The goal for the offseason is to try and 
get our girls to work on their game more,” 
Widick said. “They need to do some work 
on their own… I think the girls are real-
izing that they need to apply themselves 
outside of the season. I’ve asked them to 
join the high school league and that will 
give them more bowling time. We’ll still 
be young next year, but if the girls are 
working over the offseason, then we can 
hit the ground running as we go into the 
2025-26 season.”
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SPORTS SENIORS HONORED
 
RTHS honored its senior boys basketball, 
cheer, dance and band members Friday. 
 
See page 8 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

RTHS Wrestling

Become a  
Hubs Super Fan
today! Contact your sales 

representative today!
Christel Ackland

815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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SUNDAY, JAN. 5, 2025

The businesses featured on this page are
“Hubs Super Fans”

They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle
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Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL815-562-8706www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson                 Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service815-562-4937500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln HighwayRochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198
Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle815-562-2181www.rochellehospital.com
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• Large menu of foods• Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket• Hand dipped ice cream(16 flavors)

H
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE200 Steward Road800.262.1680www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out • 
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads • • and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                 • Best Pizza • Pasta • Italian Restaurant • Appetizer/small plate 
• Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 

621 First Ave., Rochelle (815) 562-8784
(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Residential & Commercial Concrete• Additions
815-561-0099Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
JonathanHernandezYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?A: Three years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Working hard and the great exercise.Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My father because he can 
support me and my family.

Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an NCAA wrestling coach.Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Miami so I could relax in the 
great weather.

Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: The great team bonding, the 

commitment and making new friends.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: This is my second year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A:  I enjoy getting the opportunity 

to work and achieve my goals.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because it challenges me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Cristiano Ronaldo because he 
works very hard.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My parents because they’ve 
worked their whole lives to help 

me have a good life.
Q: What is your dream job and why?A: To be an architect because they 

are very creative.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Spain because of the nice beaches.Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?A: Making friends because of sports.

Dylan
MelvinYear: FreshmanSport: Wrestling

Hubs Super FanHubs Super Fan
Now get a FREE

rotating banner ad 

on our website when 

you sign up!
Ask 
about 
other 
perks!

Hubs advance four to state
Villalobos takes first to lead Rochelle matmen at IHSA 2A Washington Sectional

The Rochelle Hub wrestling team has advanced four athletes to the IHSA State Championship meet in 
Champaign after top-4 finishes during the IHSA 2A Washington Sectional. Above from left to right are Roman 
Villalobos, Grant Gensler, Kaiden Morris and Xavier Villalobos.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Atkinson moves on to state for third straight season
RTHS senior remains undefeated after placing first in IHSA Geneseo Sectional

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Senior Dempsey Atkinson finished first at the IHSA Geneseo Sectional over the 
weekend and earned a spot in the IHSA State Championship meet for the third 
straight season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

GENESEO — Ro-
chelle senior wrestler 
Dempsey Atkinson faced 
a tall order, literally, as she 
looked to finish atop the 
podium during the IHSA 
Geneseo Sectional over the 
weekend.

Entering the sectional 
tournament as an unde-
feated regional champion 
at 145 pounds, Atkinson 
received one of her first true 
tests of the season during 
the semifinal round, where 
she squared off against Ma-
comb senior and regional 
champion Mikeala Mwan-
gong. Standing roughly 
6 feet tall, Mwangong’s 
combined height and length 
posed a challenge for At-
kinson, who overcame a 
second-period takedown 
with a reversal and clung 
to a 5-3 lead entering the 
third period.

A penalty point for 
Mwangong  midway 
through the third period 
made the match even closer, 
but as the final seconds 
wound down, Atkinson 
pulled off the maneuver 
of the match, working for 
a reversal that allowed her 

to clinch the victory via 7-4 
decision. The win moved 
Atkinson into the sectional 
finals, where she pinned 
Geneseo’s Mady Mooney 
to earn the first sectional title 
of her career and advance to 
the IHSA State Champion-
ship for a school-record 
third straight season.

“I was really excited 
and it shows that all of 
the hard work I’ve put in 
over the last four years has 
paid off,” Atkinson said. 
“I knew [Mikeala] was re-
ally tall and I had to make 
some adjustments. I knew 
I wouldn’t be able to throw 
her, so I was focusing on my 
single leg takedowns and 
getting to my shots. I kept 
pushing myself to keep go-
ing and keep working hard 
throughout the match.”

The sectional champion-
ship is the sixth tournament 
victory of a perfect senior 
season for Atkinson (21-0), 
who earned a first-round 
bye before moving into 
the semifinals after a 12-3 
major decision against Ot-
tawa’s Ava Weatherford. 
Atkinson controlled the 
quarterfinal match from 
start to finish, scoring two 
takedowns over the first two 
periods as well as a four-

point near fall late in the 
second period. A reversal 
early in the third period 
helped seal the quarterfinal 
win.

“It means a lot to me 
and I really want to be a 
role model for young girls 
who want to get into the 
sport or are already in the 
sport,” said Atkinson, who 
medaled in fifth at the state 
tournament last year. “I’m 
really hoping that I can 
place again, but I’m just 
going to let it fly and try 
my best.”

The sectional champion-
ship bout was a rematch 
from the Ottawa Holiday 
Hootenanny in December, 
when Atkinson pinned 
Mooney to finish first in the 
145-pound weight division. 
Saturday’s sectional title 
bout was more of the same, 
as Atkinson converted a 
first-period takedown into 
a fall to clinch the first sec-
tional title of her career. It’s 
a historic run for Atkinson, 
who became the first IHSA 
regional and IHSA sectional 
champion in girls wrestling 
at RTHS.

“I knew [Mady] was a 
pretty strong wrestler, so I 
focused on staying in good 
positions throughout the 

match,” Atkinson said. “I 
focused on hand fighting 
and getting to my attacks.”

The IHSA State Cham-
pionship will be held at the 

Grossinger Motors Arena 
in Bloomington from Feb. 
28 through March 1. At-
kinson, who will face Gib-
son City-Melvin-Sibley’s 

Avery Schlickman in the 
first round of the state 
tournament, is seeking to 
become a two-time IHSA 
state medalist.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WASHINGTON — No 
wrestler in the history of 
Rochelle Township High 
School had reached the 
IHSA State Championship 
meet four years in a row un-
til Saturday afternoon, when 
senior Xavier Villalobos 
took the mat at the IHSA 2A 
Washington Sectional with 
history in his sights.

A two-time IHSA re-
gional champion seeking 
his second career sectional 
title, Villalobos was on the 
attack early, earning back-
to-back major decisions to 
reach the final round at 126 
pounds. One of three Ro-
chelle wrestlers to battle for 
sectional championships on 
Saturday, Villalobos faced 
off against Morton’s Harri-
son Dea in the finals, snatch-
ing a first-period takedown 
and breaking a tied score 
with a third-period escape to 
emerge with a 5-4 decision 
in his favor.

It was a monumental win 
for Villalobos, who not only 
clinched the second sec-
tional crown of his career, 
but punched his ticket to the 
IHSA State Championship 
for a school-record fourth 
consecutive season. It’s also 
a step up the family ladder 
for Villalobos, whose older 
brother Eddie concluded his 
wrestling career at Rochelle 
as a three-time IHSA state 
qualifier.

“It means a lot to me 
because I always looked 
up to my big brother and I 
always wanted to set goals 

that he wasn’t able to reach,” 
Villalobos said. “It shows 
other schools and communi-
ties that Rochelle is a really 
good school for wrestling 
and all types of sports. Being 
a four-time state qualifier is 
a hard achievement and it 
means a lot to me to go back 
down to the state meet.”

Offense has been the key 
to success for Villalobos late 
in his senior season. After 
securing four takedowns in 
his regional championship 
victory over Geneseo’s 
Tim Sebastian, Villalobos 
picked up where he left off 
on Friday, advancing to the 
sectional semifinals with an 
11-1 major decision against 
Washington’s Logan Maki-
ney, who Villalobos took 
down three times. 

It was more of the same 
in the semifinals, where 
Villalobos didn’t concede a 
single point and dominated 
the opening period to earn 
a 12-0 major decision over 
Sycamore’s Tyler Lockhart. 
Villalobos (39-5), who 
medaled in fifth at the state 
tournament as a junior and 
was a state runner-up as a 
freshman, is seeking to be-
come Rochelle’s first three-
time IHSA state medalist.

“It’s more of a mental 
thing for me,” Villalobos 
said. “If I get in on a shot 
or if I can get my guy go-
ing and set up shots, I know 
I’ll be able to finish them or 
get into a position I’m more 
comfortable in. We practice 
really hard in the room to 
set up shots and become 
familiar with uncomfort-
able positions. I need to keep 

the same mindset at the state 
meet, which means getting 
to my offense and believing 
in myself. I have faith in God 
and in my teammates.”

Villalobos is one of four 
Rochelle wrestlers who 
qualified for the state tour-
nament over the weekend. 
Senior Grant Gensler (45-
5) will compete at state for 
the third time in his career 
after finishing second at 165 
pounds during the sectional 
tournament. Gensler, who 
rallied off three straight wins 
to reach the sectional finals, 
opened with a fall over 

Woodstock’s Ayden Dobler.
“It shows how hard we 

work in the room,” Gensler 
said. “We drill in practice 
every day and it’s good to 
see that hard work pays 
off… I’m going to go down 
there and let it fly and wrestle 
to the best of my abilities. I 
want to rely on the basics 
and the fundamentals and 
not do anything too flashy 
or change things up because 
it’s the state tournament. The 
basics will get things done.”

Gensler overcame a pair 
of tough opponents in the 
sectional bracket. The senior 

went into a second tiebreak-
er period during the quar-
terfinals, where he avoided 
defeat with a last-second 
takedown against Morton’s 
Clay McKee, a 43-match 
winner, in the third period. 
A scoreless overtime period 
gave way to the tiebreakers, 
where Gensler completed a 
successful ride over the first 
30 seconds before an escape 
and a stalling call resulted in 
two points and a 6-4 win.

Gensler met Gales-
burg’s Anthony Makwala, 
who he defeated at the 
regional tournament, in 

the sectional semifinals. 
In a defensive battle where 
neither wrestler managed a 
single takedown, Gensler 
controlled the third period, 
escaping and drawing a 
penalty point to earn a 3-1 
decision and seal his bid 
to the state tournament. 
Gensler came within one 
point of upsetting unde-
feated Geneseo senior 
Zachary Montez in the 
sectional finals, falling just 
short via 2-1 decision.

See WRESTLING 
page 12


