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Madigan guilty of bribery as split
verdict punctuates ex-speaker’s fall

CHICAGO - Former
Democratic Illinois House
Speaker Michael Madigan,
the longest-serving legisla-
tive leader in U.S. history,
has joined the list of Illinois
political figures who’ve
been convicted on public
corruption charges after a
federal jury Wednesday, Feb.
12 found him guilty on 10 of
23 counts.

But the jury, which delib-
erated for roughly 65 hours
over two weeks following
a marathon three months
of evidence and testimony,
was split in its verdict on
Wednesday. Jurorsacquitted
the former speaker on seven
other charges and ultimately
deadlocked onsix counts,on
which U.S. District Judge
John Blakey declared a
mistrial.

Michael Madigan, former Democratic Illinois House
Speaker, walks to the courthouse with his two daugh-
ters to receive a guilty verdict. Photo contributed

Madigan’s co-defendant,
veteran Springfield lobbyist
Mike McClain, walked free
after the jury deadlocked
on those same charges.
Prosecutors had alleged the

ex-speaker and McClain —
his close friend dating back
to the 1970s when they
were young legislators in
the Illinois House — ran a
“criminal enterprise” meant

to preserve and enhance
Madigan’s political power,
inadditiontoenriching them
and their allies.

But the jury did not
return a verdict in the over-
arching racketeering charge
against the two men. They
also failed to agree on five
other corruption counts
concerning alleged bribery
schemes involving telecom
giant AT&T Illinois and a
proposed apartment com-
plex on state-owned land
in Chicago’s Chinatown
neighborhood.

Jurors did find Madigan
guilty on three separate
bribery counts involving no-
work contracts for the former
speaker’s allies at electric
utility Commonwealth Edi-
son. Whilethe jury convicted
Madigan on wire fraud

and Travel Act violation
counts related to an alleged
scheme to help get Chicago
alderman-turned-FBI mole
Danny Solis appointed to a
lucrative state board posi-
tion, jurors acquitted him of
thebribery chargepertaining
to the same alleged scheme.

Madiganexited the court-
house soon after the verdict,
declining to comment to a
reporter while still upstairs
but shaking his hand and
smiling before getting onto
an elevator down to the
lobby. The former speaker
continued to ignore report-
ers’ questions while he, his
attorneys and two of his
daughters walked across the
street from the courthouse in
the falling snow.

See Madigan page A3

“Tragedy...or Blessing?” asks the Busches

By BrandonLaChance
Amboy News Editor
WESTBROOKLYN-
We all have a COVID-19
story to tell.
Weremember where we
were when the pandemic
first hit the United States
of America and how it
affected our lives from
March 2020 until...now.
Steve Busche wanted
to tell the story of his and
his wife Doreen Busche.
The book, “Tragedy...
or Blessing?,” is about
Doreen’s near death ex-
perience, how Steve and
other family members
went through the time
period, and how God was
with them throughout.
“My aunt, Sandy
Theis, kept telling me 1
needed to tell our story
and then more family
told me I should write
a book,” Steve Busche
said. “It took me almost
a year to write. It was
difficult to relive every-
thing. It’s still difficult to
talk about. It’s a memoir.
It’s about our faith and
God’s grace. Doreen is
a miracle. People who
don’tbelieve in miracles,
just come meet her.
“She shouldn’t be
here. When people read
the book, people are go-
ing to ask, ‘How is she
still alive?’ I had to give
DNR (do not resuscitate)
instructions. Talk about a
crushing experience. She
is my lifelong partner.
“I had no intention of

Bandit, the Dotson, center, was there for all of Doreen,
left, and Steve Busche’s struggle with COVID-19. Steve
wrote “Tragedy...or Blessing?” to tell their story through
the pandemic and how faith powered a recovery.
Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

publishing the book at all
until several people read
the book. They continu-
ously told me to publish
after they read. After [ got
some feedback, I thought
we may have something
here that could touch
other people’s lives.”

In August 2021, Do-
reen Busche was 59 and
Steve Busche was 60.

The couple which has
now been married for 18
years had heard about
COVID-19, knew what it

See Busche page A9

was, and had no idea how
it was about to change
their lives.

“Back in August of
2021, we went to Disney
World with one of our
kids and their family.
This was when there was
still a lot of unknowns
about COVID-19,” said
Steve Busche, who pro-
posed to Doreen when
she was still in high
school and the two were
married after she gradu-
ated in May 1982.
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Slots R Us Lounge, located at the sout

of Amboy, welcomes you to relax and have fun.
Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

Hang out, eat, drink, play at Slots R Us Lounge

By BRANDON LaCHANCE

Amboy News Editor

AMBOY - Gary and Lisa Mason
grew up on Robbins Road.

The former neighbors began dating
nine years ago and have been married
for the last three years and own a house

on Robbins Road.

When it came time for Gary to retire
and close his painting business, which
Lisa also worked at, the couple knew
they had to find something else to do.

Slots R Us Lunge, located at 1573
Rt. 30 outside of Amboy (the southwest
corner of Rt. 30 and Rt. 52), was born.

“We own an estate sale company

\
A

hwest corner of Rt. 30 and Rt. 52 outside

where we buy out estates. Our original

plan was to bring stuff here to sell, like

a thrift store,” Gary Mason said. “We

were talking to a Lee County deputy,

and he asked, ‘Have you ever thought
about gaming? This would be a perfect
corner.” He owns one in Rock Falls

and it is successful.

See Slots R Us page A3

“We looked for properties for quite
some time for the estate sale company.
The right place just didn’t come into
play. We discussed this location for two
years before we actually made a deal.
When I was working on the building,
getting it ready for the estate sale
company, there was non-stop traffic.

Trump gives Blagojevich full pardon from sentencing of 18 corruption counts

SPRINGFIELD - President Donald

Trump on Monday, Feb. 10 granted a full
pardon to former Illinois Gov. Rod Blago-
jevich, who was convicted on 18 corruption
counts, including for his attempt to sell Pres-
ident-elect Barack Obama’s U.S. Senate seat
in 2008 — and who holds the distinction of
being the state’s only impeached governor.

Trump’s pardon comes five years after
he commuted Blagojevich’s 14-year prison
sentence in February 2020, sending the dis-
graced ex-governor home from lockup in a
low-security Colorado facility six years early.

Both in the leadup to commuting Blago-
jevich’s sentence and on Monday, Trump
used the former Democrat’s criminal case as
away to discount the myriad investigations,
indictments and convictions he’s faced,
even as a U.S. Supreme Court ruling last
year granted him immunity from criminal
liability for his official acts.

Signing the pardon in the Oval Office on

Monday evening, Trump falsely claimed
Blagojevich was “set up by a lot of bad
people — some of the same people that [ had
to deal with.”

The president then said he didn’t know
Blagojevich but added as an afterthought
that “I believe he was on ‘The Apprentice,””
referring to the NBC reality TV show he
hosted through 2015.

Blagojevich was “fired” on the fourth
episode of “The Celebrity Apprentice” in
2010 during a media blitz the out-of-work
governor went on after his indictment in an
attempt to sell his narrative.

Blagojevich served six years as governor
before his December 2008 arrest and his
subsequent impeachment in January 20009.

Though his first trial ended in a hung
jury on 23 of 24 counts, he was ultimately
convicted in 2011 on charges ranging from
shaking down a children’s hospital executive
and a racetrack owner for campaign dona-

tions to the attempted Senate seat sale, for
which the governor held appointment power.

In a now-infamous wiretapped call after
Obama’s election to the White House, Blago-
jevichreferred to his soon-to-be-vacated post
in the Senate as “f- golden,” telling an
adviser that he didn’t intend on “giving it
up for f- nothing.”

Blagojevich attempted to extract value
from the appointment, including seeking
campaign cash, high-paying jobs for both
himself and his wife Patti, and an appoint-
ment to Obama’s future presidential cabinet
— or an ambassadorship.

Sixteen years later, Blagojevich may
finally get that ambassadorship.

Trump is considering appointing Blago-
jevich as ambassador to his family’s native
Serbia, according to a report last week from
POLITICO.

See Blagojevich page AS
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(Amboy High School Report

Janet Crownhart, Principal

This week, students in anatomy were able to
dissect a cow’s heart. This will continue into next
week, but it was a great way to celebrate Valentine’s
Day.

Mr. Browne’s physical science classes were also
busy putting together parallel series circuits. After

learning about them for the past couple of weeks,
they are now using that learning to put them togeth-
er to make lights turn on.

Special thanks to Allied Locke for hosting a tour
for our agriculture students. About 25 students had
the opportunity to walk through Allied Locke, see

\_

what types of jobs they have available, talk to current
employees, and see the work in progress.

In the photo on the left, left to right, Dominic
Fonderoli, Kiera Karlson, and Bella Yanos showcase
the cow heart they’re dissecting. In the photo on the
right, Amboy High School students tour Allied Locke.

CGHtohost Nursing Lunch & Learn fornew RN /LPN graduates

STERLING - Don’t miss out
on an exciting opportunity to grow,
learn and network.

CGH Medical Center will host
a Nursing Lunch & Learn for new
RN/LPN graduates from 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20 inthe CGH
Ryberg Auditorium, 100 E. LeFevre
Road, Sterling.

Guest speakers from CGH will

present information on their depart-
ments and open positions. Human
Resources will be available to assist
with questions about applications
and will have computers available for
same-day applications. Employment
benefitsat CGH include an excellent
benefits package, sign-on bonuses
for various positions, paid time off,
continuing education support, and

more! Candidates that apply on the
day of the event and are hired as
a CGH team member will receive
a gift.

For more information contact
Dana Conkrite at (815) 564-4845
or email dana.conkrite@cghmc.
com. Fora complete listing of career
opportunities, visit www.cghmec.
com/careers.

Grow your gardening knowledge this spring in Dixon

DIXON - The 14th
annual Ready, Set, Grow
Gardening Workshop will
be held on Saturday, March
29 at Sauk Valley Commu-
nity College, 173 Rt. 2 in
Dixon.

Doorsopenat 8:30 a.m.
with the keynote presen-
tation beginning at 9 a.m.

Join keynote speaker,
experienced landscape
designer, and horticultur-
alist, Kim Hartman, as
she unveils the secrets to
shade-loving plants, in-
cluding fresh and exciting
new options, to transform
your garden into a stunning
sanctuary.

Then, choose from en-

gaging breakout sessions
on landscape design, liv-
ing harmoniously with
wildlife, growing Africa
violets, exploring new veg-
etables and so much more.

This event is hosted by
University of Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardeners
from Carroll, Lee, Ogle,
and Whiteside counties.
Registration before March
15 is required and can
be completed by mail or
online at go.illinois.edu/
RSG2025.

The costtoattend is $25
and includes the keynote
presentation, two break-
out sessions, an option-
al greenhouse tour, and

resources to take home.
There will also be ample
time for networking with
fellow gardeners.

If you will need an
accommodation in order
to participate, please call
the Ogle County Extension
Office at 815-732-2191.
Earlyrequests are strongly
encouraged to allow suf-
ficient time to meet your
access needs.

About Extension: Uni-
versity of Illinois Ex-
tension develops educa-
tional programs, extends
knowledge, and builds
partnerships to support
people, communities, and
their environments as

part of the state’s land-
grant institution. Exten-
sion serves as the leading
public outreach effort for
University of Illinois Ur-
bana-Champaign and the
College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences in all 102
[llinois counties through a
network of27 multi-coun-
ty units and over 700 staff
statewide. Extension’s
mission is responsive to
eight strategic priorities
— community, economy,
environment, food and
agriculture, health, part-
nerships, technology and
discovery, and workforce
excellence.

WACC January Student of the
Month is Kiera Karlson

Kiera Karlson, a junior at Amboy High School,
was named the January Student of the Month at
Whiteside Area Career Center in Sterling. Karl-
son, the daughter of Chris and Cindy Karlson,
is studying allied health at WACC.

Photo contributed

Pankhurst Memorial
Library
February programs

Camp Tuckabatchee partners with Starved Rock Country Community Foundation

OTTAWA - As it approaches
its 100th anniversary, Camp Tuck-
abatchee has partnered with the
Starved Rock Country Community
Foundation to ensure its sustainabil-
ity for generations.

The Camp Tuckabatchee Chari-
table Fund at SRCCF will support
much-needed building and property
maintenance on its 210-acres of
wooded hills and creek valleys north
of Ottawa.

“For generations, the camp has
been enriching the lives of chil-
dren through nature experiences
in a technology-free environment.

For many campers it’s the first
time they experience trail hiking,
canoeing, storytelling and campfire
cooking,” said SRCCF President
Fran Brolley.

“We are honored to play a small
role in helping secure the camp’s
future. However, with aging cab-
ins, lodges, roads, and bridges in
dire need of renovation, it faces
significant challenges,” Brolley
said. “Public support is needed to
preserve this beloved institution,”
he added. “By giving generously,
donors will ensure ‘Camp Tuck’s’
rich traditions endure. *

To contribute to the fund, vis-
it https://srcef.org/fund/camp-tuck-
abatchee-agency-charitable-fund.

Established in 1927 as a Camp
Fire Girls site, it transitioned to a
boys and girls summer youth camp
in the late 1980s.

Camp Tuckabatchee Board Pres-
ident Adrienne Pike said funding
for the camp, a nonprofit 501(c)3,
comes from donations, camp fees,
rentals and fundraising events such
as Haunted Camp and Comedy
Night. A year-long series of events
are being planned for its centennial
celebration in 2027.
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For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars,
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,
Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122
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PROFESSIONAL AUTO BODY SERVICES
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Shop: 815-849-9090
Cell: 815-739-8121

sublettecollisioncenter @yahoo.com
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AMBOY - There are plenty of events hap-
pening at the Pankhurst Memorial Library in
Amboy during the month of February.

From painting to reading to crocheting to be-
ingamom or a child, there is something for you.

Here is what is on the February schedule for
Pankhurst Memorial Library:

Crochet Club —
5:30-6:15 p.m. Feb. 19
Book Club —

5-6 p.m. Feb. 24
Mommy & Me —
10-10:45 a.m. every Tuesday
Lego/Craft Club —

11 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday

No
Jobh
Too
Small!

o

i

Handyman Services LLC
Services Offered:
+ Custom Woodwork + Home Repair
« Painting + Cabinet Repair &
+ Ceiling Fan & Lighting Installation
Installation + Some Plumbing

* Drywall Repair
+ Door Installation & Repair
+ TV & Picture Mounting

. [815)780-1884
@ hunterhandymanserviceslic.com
@hunterhandymanserviceslic

* Furniture Assembly

* Floor Repair & Installation

04012024
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Lisa Mason, left, and Gary Mason opened Slots R
Us Lounge in October.
Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

Slots R US continued from page Al

“We decided to look we got it, are amazed,”

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AMBOY - You are invited to join fellow senior
citizens for a free exercise program at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 960 US Highway 52, Amboy. Sessions
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Chairs are
provided for an approximate 30-minute workout. For
more information, call Chris at 815-857-3963.

AMBOY - The Amboy Lions Club meeting will be
at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24 at the Amboy Community
Center, located at 280 W. Wasson Rd. The Lions Club
meetings take place the second and fourth Monday of
every month.

AMBOY - The City of Amboy committee meeting
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, March 3 at the Com-
munity Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd. The meetings take
place the first Monday of every month.

SUBLETTE — The next Village of Sublette meeting
is at 7 p.m. Monday, March. 10 at the Ellice Dinges
Center at 202 S. West Street in Sublette.

EAST GROVE — East Grove Township is holding
its next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 11 at the
East Grove Township Hall.

AMBOY - The Board of Trustees of The Amboy
Township will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 12 at

into what the deputy
said. Also, it’s two
miles from our house.
We could walk to Slots
R Us if we wanted to.”

Lisa immediately did
the research.

When Slots R Us
seemed to be a finan-
cial gain, the gaming
lunge trumped the estate
company to land the
location.

“I looked up the num-
bers. Numbers don’t lie.
[ went to Gary and said,
‘We would be stupid not
to openup gaming,’” Lisa
Mason said. “Once he
retired, we were looking
for something for him
to do because he isn’t
going to just stop doing
everything. He needed
to find something to do,
and it wasn’t the estates.
Moving furniture up and
down stairs wasn’ta good
idea.

“Slots R Us came at
the right time and the
right location.”

The lounge was open
during Amboy Depot
Days 2024, but the six
gaming machines and
the full bar didn’t open
until October 4.

Slots R Us has a
cozy feel with a TV for
games and entertainment,
iTunes, Maria’s Pizzas,
an outdoor bar, and bon-
fire pits. In the fall, the
Masons had an event
with 15 bouncy houses
and they held a haunted
attraction for Halloween
where Teen Turf sold hot
chocolate.

A permanent band
stage is in the works as
many events are planned
for the spring, summer
and beyond.

The Masons want
Slots R Us Lounge to
always be a happening
place for games, food,
drinks, enjoyment.

“Alotofpeopledon’t
think they’re goingto see
what they see when they
walk in the door. People
who saw the place before

Gary Mason said. “The
person who used to run
auctions here is amazed
at what we did here. We
did a lot of the work
ourselves, but we had
to have an electrician
do the electrical work
and we had a licensed
plumber. Everything had
to be updated includ-
ing the air conditioner,
furnace, lighting, and
wiring. This is a labor
of love. We spent a lot
of nights here.

“We’ve put a lot of
time and money into the
place already. It was a
dive when we bought
it. We basically had to
start from scratch. The
last business that was in
the building was tractor
consignments. They had
sales here a couple of
times a year and they
used the building for
storage. The feedback
has been fantastic. I
tell people this is an
extension of my living
room. [ want them to
be comfortable. This
is not a rowdy place.
It’s a calm place. The
numbers have been great
and we’re doing better
than we anticipated. We
can’t ask for much more
than that.

“The community has
been outstanding for
helping us out.”

Lisaelaborates about
the community being
supportive.

“l had my goals
set and we’ve already
passed them,” Lisa Ma-
son said. “Ifit wasn’t for
our family and friends,
we wouldn’t be where
we are with Slots R Us.

“They really helped
us and have supported
us. They have went over
and beyond.”

The open hours for
Slots R Us Lounge are
noon-11 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday, noon-1
a.m. Friday and Satur-
day, and noon-10 p.m.
on Sundays.

Realtor/Broker

815-994-1449

02192025

$309,900 - 174 Rockyford Rd, Su
Welcome to the farmerette you have been waiting for. This property offers so much,
while still leaving a multitude of personal options. You'll find a spacious 3 bedroom
(potential of 4), 2 bath home with two 3 car garages. The home includes all stainless
kitchen appliances, washer & dryer, water filtration system, newer steel roof, water
softener, large LP tank, updated electric(1/25), and even a Generac generator. The
layout provides openness, space, storage and endless possibilities. The location
and acreage leave you opportunities for a huge open yard, an abundant garden,
plant beautiful trees, or even construct a pasture for horses or livestock. This could
truly be the property you've been dreaming of. Call for a private showing right away!

Mary Lovgren

ePRO, C2EX, AHWD

blette

Bonita Willis
Designated
Managing Broker

815-849-5476 |

(s |

the Amboy Township Building, located at 106 South

Prospect St. in Amboy.

PAW PAW — The regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Paw Paw will commence at 7
p.m. Wednesday, March 12 at the Paw Paw Village Hall.

LEE CENTER-The Lee Center Township meeting

Madigan continued from page A1 —

As the courtroom dep-
uty read the jury’s verdict
Wednesday morning, the
82-year-old Madigan sat
stone-faced at the head
of his defense table in
U.S. District Judge John
Blakey’s wood-paneled
courtroom — the same spot
he’s spent nearly every
weekday since early Oc-
tober when jury selection
for the trial began.

McClain was similarly
stoic while the verdict was
read but appeared to get
emotional after his family
members got teary-eyed
when it became clear the
jury had deadlocked on the
McClain-specific counts.

His attorney, Patrick
Cotter, briefly addressed
reporters on his way out of
the courthouse, saying Mc-
Clain — who was already
convicted for his role in
ComEd’s Madigan-fo-
cused bribery scheme in
2023 — was walking out
of court the same way he
walked in: “as an innocent

man.”

Asked if he was sur-
prised by the verdict,
McClain replied, “1 was
surprised when [ was in-
dicted.”

“My head is spinning,”
he added before Cotter
steered him out of the
media gaggle.

The jury’s decision
comes four years since
Madigan mostly stepped
away from politics, hav-
ing been forced to give up
his speaker’s gavel amid
growing pressure from
his own Democratic
House caucus in Jan-
uary 2021 as a federal
criminal investigation
into his inner circle drew
nearer. In the weeks that
followed his demotion
back to a mere state rep-
resentative, the former
speaker would also re-
sign from the legislative
seat he’d held for five
decades and from his
position as chair of the
state’s Democratic Party.

Email news items
to
Amboy News Editor
Brandon LaChance
at
blachance@
mendotareporter.com

will be held at 8 p.m. Thursday, March 13.

AMBOY — The Amboy City Council will meet at 6
p.m. on Monday, March 17 at the Amboy Community
Center, 290 W. Wasson Road. The council meets every
third Monday each month.

AMBOY —The Amboy/Lee Center Multi-Township
meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 19
at the Amboy Township building, located at 106 South
Prospect Ave.

OUR FAMILY PROTECTING
YOUR FAMILY

DEDICATED TO
TOMORROW'’S LEADERS

We support local FFA chapters
and all your efforts to educate and
help future ag leaders put down
tomorrow's roots.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

S GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

N Lerrelman

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our ‘Pami@ ‘Protecting Your ‘Tami@
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

Riley Klein

dLikeuson

facebook

Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 6382171 ¢ Amboy 857-2125

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

02192025

Fish Dinner

‘ f.\.
Friday March 2ist 4:30pm-7:00pm

$15.00/plate dine in or carry out

Located at:

The Amboy Fire Department

25 N East Avenue

Dinner comes with fried fish, baked potato, coleslaw, and cookies

Iced tea, lemonade and water will be served as well!

s

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

GREEN RIVER
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

305 E. Joe Dr., Ste. 110 + Amboy
815.857.2458 Fax: 815.857.2749

www.greenriverchiro.com ¢ info@greenriverchiro.com
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e Faucets

® Toilets

® Sinks

® Tubs

® Showers

e Remodel Your Plumbing
e Plumbing Leaks

o \Water Heaters

New or Old Homes Plumbing & a ton more!

WE’VE GOT YOUR NEEDS COVERED!

GRASSERS

PLUMBING & HEATING INC

WE INSTALL THE BEST & REPAIR THE REST

e Water Softeners

e Sump Pumps

¢ Qutside Hydrants

e Garbage Disposals

* Repair & Install Water Lines
e Repair & Install Drain Lines
¢ Repair & Install Gas Lines

£ 404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL

815-882-2111

o

§ www.grassersplumbingheating.com : %@{1’7 ) ‘. :

Established In 1854

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854

Brandon LaChance, Editor
Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News,
703 lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-539-9396
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL
Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
The Amboy News, PO Box 300,
Mendota IL 61342
Subscriptions: $59.00 yearly in Lee,
LaSalle and Bureau counties.
$69.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.
Display Advertising Deadline:
noon Fridays
Classified Advertising Deadline:
noon Fridays
All Editorial Deadline: noon Friday
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Earl A. Kessel
Oct. 10, 1958 - Feb. 12, 2025

AMBOY —EarlA. Kes-
sel, 66, of Amboy, passed
away on Wednesday Feb.
12, 2025 at OSF Saint
Francis Medical Center
in Peoria.

Cremation rites have
been accorded with a cel-
ebration of life to be held
at a later date. A memorial
has been established to the
family. Arrangements by
the Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home in Amboy. Condo-
lences can be left at www.
thejonesfh.com.

Kessel wasborn Oct. 10,
1958 in Amboy; the son
of Donald and Vera Joan
(Cook) Kessel. Earl worked
for Consolidated Grainand

Barge for 21 years. Earl
married Vicki Huyett July
28, 1984 at Shaw Station.

Earl A. Kessell is pre-
ceded in death by his par-
ents. He is survived by his
wife Vicki, children Corey
Kessel of Amboy, Tiffia-
ny (Dominic) Carrico of
Princeton, Ashley (Bryan)
Busche of Manchester TN,
five grandchildren, Chase
Stewart, Oliver Carrico,
Sawyer Carrico, Emerson
Busche, Adalyn Busche,
and one brother Don (Julie)
Kessel of Sublette.

He was a proud father
and “Papa” who was de-
termined to defy the odds
despite the challenges that

laid ahead of him. He lived

arich life well spent with
family, fishing, welding,
and tinkering in the garage.
He was a caring neighbor
andsocial being who never
met a stranger.

Gloria E. Gabelmann
March 11, 1959 - Feb. 17, 2025

AMBOY - Gloria E. Gabelmann,
65, of Amboy passed quietly at home
Monday Feb. 17,2025 aftera 10-year
battle with cancer.

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. Private memorial services
will be held by family in Texas and
[llinois at a later date. Arrangements
by the Mihm-Jones Funeral Home in
Amboy. Online condolences can left
at www.thejonesth.com

Gabelman was born March 11,
1959 in San Antonio, Texas, the
daughter of Joe and Gloria (Somoa-
no) Sanchez. She married Michael
Gabelmann July 4, 2015 in Franklin
Grove.

She moved to [llinois from Texas in
2013 to be with Mike. Gloria retired
from Wahl Clipper in 2024, a job she
loved, and a place where she made
many friends. She enjoyed traveling,
especially to Virginia every year for
her wedding anniversary. Gloria also
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liked riding the motorcycle, reading,
crafting, music and going to the
movies. Her smile would light up a
room and make other people smile
when they saw her.

Gabelmann was preceded in life
by her parents and is survived by her
husband Mike, children Rudy (Anne)
Alcocer of San Antonio, Texas, Eliz-
abeth (Chad Christofferson) Flores
of San Antonio, Texas, Karli (Matt)
Schmitt of Rock Falls, Lucas (Saman-
tha O’Brien) Gabelmann of Mendota,
four grandchildren Sierra, Destiny,
Summer, Calysta, one great-grand-
son Mateo and step-granddaughter
Brooklyn Gabelmann.

Gabelman is also survived by
one sister Irene (Albert) Cantu of
Oklahoma, her mother-in-law Nor-
ma Gabelamnn, two brothers-in-law
and two sisters-in-law, including Liz
(Brian) Wilcox with whom she had
a very special relationship.

606 S. Main St.
1-800-845-5809

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
* Mendota, IL 61342

(815)539-7276

(815)538-5276

Steve Schmitt Family owned
since 1913

Ron Schmitt
(815)539-7068

Diana J. Hoyle
Aug. 9, 1953 - Feb. 15, 2025

OREGON - Diana J.
Hoyle, 71, of Dixon passed
away on Saturday Feb. 15,
2025 at Serenity Hospice
and Home in Oregon.

Cremation rites have
been accorded with a me-
morial service to be held
at 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21,
2025 at the Mihm-Jones
Funeral Home in Amboy.
Visitation will be from 3-5
p.m. Friday Feb. 21, 2025
atthe Mihm Jones Funeral
Home in Amboy.

A memorial has been
established to Sinnissippi
Centers. Arrangements by
the Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home in Amboy. Condo-
lences can be left at www.
thejonesth.com.

Hoyle was born on
Aug. 9, 1953 in Dixon,
the daughter of Wayne and

Betty (Jones) Hoyle. Diana
was educated in drug and
alcohol counseling, she
was atypesetter, paralegal,
and obtained herreal estate
license before attending
the nursing program at
Sauk Valley Community
College and obtaining her
LPN. Hoyleworkedatsev-
eral area Assisted Living
Facilities. She was a big
fan of Elvis Presley and
Michael Jackson. Diana
was a friend of Bill and
had 38 years of sobriety.
Hoyle is preceded in
death by her parents,
brother Joseph Hoyle,
two grandchildren Kelly
Michelle, and Ryan Keith.
She is survived by her
children Melanie (Tom)
Beilke of Dixon, Michelle
(R.J.) Anderson of Amboy,

Ryan (Cassie) Hubbell of
Dixon, Sherilyn Hoyle
of Amboy, Sarah (Kraig)
Elkins of Wichita Falls,
Texas, 13 grandchildren,
12 great-grandchildren,
one sister Carol Biester
of Rock Falls, two broth-
ers Ron (Kalah) Hoyle
of Malta, Doug Hoyle of
Dixon, and many nieces
and nephews.

CGH recognizes DAISY Award winner
Crystal Fiegenschuh, RN for Compassmnate Care

STERLING - Crystal
Fiegenschuh, a registered
nurse in the CGH Critical
Care Unit, was recently rec-
ognized as a recipient of the
prestigious DAISY Award
for extraordinary nurses.

An international pro-
gram, theaward is presented
to nurses around the world
who go above and be-
yond for their patients and
demonstrate extraordinary
compassionate care.

“My husband hasalways
hated, therefore avoided,
anything to do with doc-
tors and hospitals until he
became critically ill and
was admitted to the CCU in
September 2024,” said Me-
gan Hummel, RN, DAISY
Award Coordinator, as she
read the award nomina-
tion. “Since English is his
second language, he can
become frustrated with all
the questions if not given
time to respond. The angel,
Crystal, changed all that for
him and for me during his
stay. She was able to make
a connection with him and
gave him attentive, kind,

very thorough care.

“He cannot stop praising
her, even after one week
of discharge. Crystal is a
Godsend for patients like
my husband, and she kept
meinformed as well. Thank
youisnotenough. Thanksto
allthenurseslike Crystal, he
will willingly return for the
care he needs in the future.”

The DAISY Award - an
acronym for “Diseases
Attacking the Immune
System” - was established
by the DAISY Foundation
in California in memory

of J. Patrick Barnes, who
died at age 33 of an auto-
immune disease. During
his hospitalization, they
deeply appreciated the care
and compassion shown to
Patrick and his entire family.

When he died, they felt
compelled to say “thank
you”tonursesinavery pub-
lic way. The DAISY Award
continues to recognize and
celebrate the outstanding
professionalism and com-
passion that nurses bring to
patients and their families
every day.

M‘

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy
815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesdays-Friday Daily Mass at 8 a.m.
Confessions: Wednesday 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday 3-3:45 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30 a.m.- noon on Fridays after 8 a.m. mass

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow
912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

JRCH

First Congregational United Church of
Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road,
Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321
Y5 Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 — Grade 4
10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 — Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

DIRECTORY

Loeal.Hou ses
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of Worship

First Baptist Church

Pastor Rocky Fritz
24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682
www.fbcamboy.com

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. Mary’s Church — West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday — 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass — Friday - 8 a.m.
Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. -
Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh
Mendota Hills Campground ° 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.

The Following Community Businesses Sponsor Area Church News:

First National Bank

in Amboy
Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Sensient Flavors, LLC.

815-857-3691

Chevrolet
815-849-5232

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers

The Amboy News

815-539-9396
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SOCIAL NEWS

dNSED
PASTOR’S
PICIN

By Pastor John Kalebaugh
The Refuge Church

My wife and I recently went
on a wonderful vacation to the
Caribbean Island of St. Martin.

The vacation truly was a blessing
in which we give God (and many
people) our “thanks” for making it
all possible for us to get away. But
the waiting process leading up to
the trip really started to get hard
as we are doing all the last-minute
preparation like deciding what
clothes to pack and arranging
people to regularly check on our
house while we are away.

Beside the family who were
checking on our house and feeding
our cats, there was also family
members who took us to the air-
port and picked us up when we
got home.

While on the island we stayed
with the friends who invited us to
enjoy their timeshare with them.

Other friends blessed us with the
use of their airplane miles while
others blessed us financially to
help cover our expenses (mostly
groceries) while on the island.

Truly, the whole trip was a
blessing from start to finish that
was almost entirely free.

There was only a little that we are
actually required to do in order to
experience all of this, yet that little
bit was of the utmost importance.
We had to prepare in advance for
the trip and then we had to actually
go on the trip in order to experi-
ence the blessing which was freely
given to us.

Which reminds me of some
verses found in Hebrews, “There
remains therefore a rest for the
people of God,” and “Therefore,
since a promise remains of entering
His rest, let us fear lest any of you
seem to have come short of it.”
(4:9; 4:1).

Jesus Christ did something truly
amazing for us that we could in
no way do for ourselves. He died
a sacrificial death on the cross for
our sins. And He has also prepared
an amazing, beyond description
place which will be waiting for
all of us, who freely accept His
gift of love and salvation.

And just as He has now entered
into His rest, He also invites all of
us to “enter into His rest.”

I shared all of the things about
our amazing vacation blessing not

0 “rub it in,” but to somehow il-
lustrate this text about the amazing
gift which was freely given to all
of us with faith in Christ.

We really do not deserve such a
wonderful blessing, but God did it
for us because He loves each and
every one of us with alove beyond
human imagination. But it’s true.
And He loves you that much! What
an amazing God we serve.

IDPH launches new data dashboard on violent deaths, firearm injuries

SPRINGFIELD — The
[llinois Department of Pub-
lic Health (IDPH) has
launched a new dashboard
detailing information about
all violent deaths and fire-
arm-related injuries in the
state.

The new dashboard is
presented in two parts: Il-
linois Firearm Injury
Rates and Illinois Violent
Deaths.

It is intended to provide
detailed information at the
county level about these in-
cidents, including the types
ofincidents (e.g.,homicide,
suicide, etc.), weapon type
and where victims reside,
broken down by county. The
goal of the dashboard is to
inform data-driven preven-
tion and intervention efforts
toreduce violent deaths and
firearm injuries in Illinois.

“Firearm violence is
a public health crisis that

-

requires public health solu-
tions,” said IDPH Director
Dr. Sameer Vohra. “Mod-
ernizing how we gather and
use data is critical to find-
ing holistic solutions that
address firearm violence
in a comprehensive way.
IDPH is proud to partner
with the Joyce Foundation
and Understory to build this
leading-edge dashboard that
gathers comprehensive data
about both violent deaths
and firearm-related injuries.
We look forward to partner-
ing with our statewide and
localleaders tousethis dash-
board to create data-driven
policies and plans thatmake
our communities safer and
healthier.”

The dashboard develop-
ment was funded through
the generous support of
The Joyce Foundation, a
Chicago-based private,
nonpartisan philanthropic

TR

organization that invests in
public policies and strate-
giestoadvanceracial equity
and economic mobility in
[llinois and other states in
the GreatLakes Region. The
dashboard was designed by
Understory Consulting, are-
searchandpolicy consulting
firm that works on issues
related to human rights,
social justice and equity.
Data for the dashboard
are sourced from two public
health surveillance systems
funded by the CDC. The
violent death and circum-
stances data are contribut-
ed by the Illinois Violent
Death Reporting System
(IVDRS) which is operated
by Northwestern Univer-
sity’s Feinberg School of
Medicine. IDPH syndrom-
ic surveillance provides
the emergency department
(ED) visit data with data
quality support funded, in

REAL ESTATE

part, by CDC’s AVERT
(Advancing Violence Ep-
idemiology in Real-Time)
grant.

IVDRS contributes data
on violent deaths in Illinois
going back to 2015 and
includes data on victim
and suspect demographics,
circumstances leading up
to and including the fatal
injury, and toxicology and
autopsy results. Syndromic
surveillance contributes
data from hospital ED
visits, covering 185 acute-
care hospitals around the
state and includes non-fatal
firearm injury rates per
100,000 ED visits, and
break down aggregated
databy age-range, sex, race/
ethnicity, and county. Data
from counties with fewer
than 10 firearms injuries
per 100,000 ED visits is
suppressed to protect the
anonymity of patients.

Blang evich continued from page Al

When he signed the
pardon Monday, Trump
denied considering Blago-
jevich forambassador, but
then said it wasn’t out of
the cards.

“No, but I would (ap-
pointBlagojevich),” Trump
said. “He’snow cleanerthan
anybody in this room.”

Since his release from
prison in 2020, Blagoje-
vich has called himself a
“Trumpocrat,” disavowing
his former political party
and tying himself closely
to Trump. At last sum-
mer’s Republican National
Convention in Milwaukee,
the ex-governor spoke at
a “Serbs for Trump” gath-
ering.

In a news conference
outside of his home on
Chicago’s Northwest Side
Monday evening, Blagojev-
ich declined to comment on
the potential appointment.
He was otherwise unrepen-
tant as ever, railing against
what he called the “weap-
onization of prosecutors for
political purposes.”

Blagojevich maintained
that what the FBI caught on
wiretapped calls was merely
a “routine political deal” —
an argument mirrored by
attorneys for the ex-gover-
nor’s political nemesis, for-
mer Illinois House Speaker
Michael Madigan, who is
currently awaiting a verdict
in his own corruption trial.

Blagojevich declined
to comment on Madigan’s
case, instead delivering
a variation on the same
message he’s had since his
arrest.

“I want to say to the peo-
ple of Illinois two things,”
he said. “No. 1: I never

raised your taxes. No. 2: |
didn’t do it.”

Both Republicans and
Democrats were critical
of Trump’s commutation
decision in 2020, though
elected officials were slow
to react Monday evening.

In a social media post on
X, Senate Minority Leader
John Curran, R-Downers
Grove, said he disagreed
with Trump’s decision.

“Illinois taxpayers have
and continueto be burdened
with the cost of public
corruption, and this pardon
sends the wrong message,”
Curran wrote.

[llinois’ senior Dem-
ocratic U.S. Sen. Dick
Durbin’s X account post-
ed “In a state with more
than its fair share of public
corruption, the Blagojevich
chapter still looms as one of
the worst.”

“Americaand Serbiade-
serve better,” the post said.

Blagojevich was formal-
ly disbarred a few months
after hisrelease from prison
—amove he decried Mon-
day night, calling the Illi-
nois’ attorney disciplinary
board “sons of b——"

He also again claimed
he had no plans to return
to politics, despite having
sued in 2021 for the ability
to once again run for state
or local office in Illinois.

But a federal judge last
year quoted Dr. Seuss in
dismissing the ex-gov-
ernor’s motion, writing
that Blagojevich’s lawsuit
wasn’t even filed in the
right venue to review the
[llinois Senate’s unanimous
2009 vote barring him from
ever again holding office in
[llinois.

5‘;

THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFs

INC. 705 Illinois Ave.

815- 539 5142

nilsroofing.com
'ol DUROI:LAST. 4 horized Contractor. NRCA + BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

Mendota, IL 61342

AVON COMMUNITY CENTER

/\r

oodhave é akes

Avon

Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

AMBOY
COMMUNITY

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL
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Opinion

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Rearranging the list of places we don’t like to go

We all have our lists of places we don’t like to go.

Mine includes the grocery store, the Department of
Motor Vehicles (better muttered as DMV), the dentist,
the hospital, the barbershop (I mean, it’s pointless), and
the pet store.

However, probably at the top of my list, and yours
too, is the services after someone passes away. Usually
scheduled over multiple days, a wake, a

I’ll never forget his facial expression when I first
said this or how I felt really small like I said something
stupid. Then I explained.

When someone dies, a family or a group of people
who come together for the person, join together in
mourning. The camaraderie, the union of those around
you lets you know you’re not alone, there are people

around you to talk to, and usually there is

visitation, a funeral, and the family griev- C olumn someone trying to make you smile, rub your
ing time surrounding the official events. back, or give you a hug in support.
Who likes death? By Brandon Youmightnot getahug when you’re part
Who likes seeing someone you’ve had of a physical attack, but in the same fash-
in your life for a considerable amount of LaChance ion as a group coming together to support

time or your entire life laying in a coffin
or represented by an object?

Who likes seeing their living loved
ones cry or in a miserable state?

The reason none of these questions
are on the TV game show Family Feud
is because they would be answered the
same way by all 100 surveyed people.
No one wants to see this things or be a
part of the ceremonies.

Unfortunately, we don’thave a choice.

We have to honor the fallen the best
way we can and make sure everyone knows how awe-
some they were and what they will always mean to their
family and friends. We have to comfort those who are
mourning even if we’re mourning ourselves.

This may sound funny, crazy, idealistic, or irratio-
nal, or all at the same time, but [ remember telling my
grandfather, while we were at a funeral when I was a
teenager, ‘[ think we treat deaths like jumping someone.”

through loss, those involved in a jumping
band together to show support for someone
who has been wronged, are assisting in
getting something back which was stolen,
or are sending an important message.

People were there to help in a signifi-
cant enough circumstance which caused
a situation.

My grandfather looked away forasecond
and then his gaze came back to my figura-
tively shrunken stature and said, ‘ You may
have a point. | wouldn’t tell it to anyone
else, but I understand.”

I was returned to my normal size and we now nod
at each other in understanding at any similar event or
life happening.

As we get older, we understand the importance of the
services. The coming together of family and loved ones.
The support of group grieving rather than individual
because at the heart of a wake, visitation, and/or funeral,
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ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[OO0 years ago
Feb. 20,1925

Amboy Superlntendent of'Schools
Thomas Brew will resign his position
June 1 when his present contract
terminates. Mr. Brew is leaving
Amboy after eight years of faithful
work as superintendent to attend the
University of Chicago and obtain his
master’s degree in education.

Fred C. Jewett, who for many
years has been associated with his
father F.N. Jewett in the barbershop
here left for Ashton, where he will
take up his new position as assistant
to H.L. Goodrow, district manager of
the Peoria Life Insurance Company.
He will take over the office in Ashton
formerly occupied by Mr. Goodrow
who will now work out of Chicago.

A.S. Berry, formerly of Amboy
and for the last year and a half a
resident of Ottawa, purchased the
W.L. Long stock of groceries at
Sublette from A.W. Miller, Mr.
Long’s successor. Mr. Berry intends
to offer the goods at a large sale in
the near future.

75 yeare ago
Feb. 23,1950

Harry Bishop, cashier of the
Farmers State Bank in Sublette, has
purchased the residence on South
Mason Avenue, now occupied by

the D.J. McKeowns, from Mrs.
O.H. Stegmann of Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. The Bishops expect to move to
Amboy in April.

Wayne Fagan went to Chicago
Sunday to attend the convention
of National Retail Clothiers and
Furnishers, which was held in the
Palmer House.

ears ago
Feb 0,1975

Mike Blackburn of Amboy High
School was listed in the final ratings
of small schools in the Rockford
Morning Star Northern Illinois —
Southern Wisconsin wrestling rat-
ings. In the 155-pound weight class,
Blackburn was second with 19 wins,
one loss and 76 total points.

Darlene Noble, chairwoman of
the March of Dimes for 1975, has an-
nounced a total of $637.51 collected
in the drive just recently completed
in the Amboy area.

Revenge was sweet for the Am-
boy frosh-soph team as it upset No.
1-ranked Hononegah in overtime at
home. The game ended 36-36 and
two free throws by Brian Dempsey
with 11 seconds to to in overtime
gave the victory to coach Don Wyz-
gowski’s club.

Don’s Super Valu offers ground
beefat .69 cents per pound, boneless
top round steak at $1.49 per pound,
Texas grapefruit.8 cents each, orang-

es at .59 cents each, and California
navel oranges eight for $1.

Feb 17 5000

[llinois Department of Transpor—
tation will open bids for various road
and bridge improvement projects
located in the tri-county area. A
project in Lee County will be four
miles of intermittent bituminous
resurfacing on Illinois Route 26
between U.S. Route 30 and the Lee/
Bureau County line. The roads in
the rest area on the road will also
be resurfaced.

The Lee County Farm Service
Agency in Amboy announce a new
program called the Oilseed Pro-
gram, which was authorized $475
million by Congress for farmers and
ranchers thatraise oilseeds as a crop.

Lee County Sheriff Tim Bivins
announced that the Illinois Sheriff’s
Association will be awarding 122
scholarships throughout the state of
[llinois to students wishing to pursue
higher education during the 2000-01
academic year.

And then there was one. Only
Brandon Horner was able to advance
from the Byron Wrestling Sectional
of the four Amboy Clippers who
competed. Horner, a 140-pound
grappler witha32-3 record, willnow
venture to the state finals at Assembly
Hall in Champaign.

they’re really meant for the people who are still alive.

The gatherings are meant to comfort those who have
lost someone important. They are meant to build a grief
foundation and help the living move forward without
their loved one.

If you look on Facebook, at a post remembering
someone or stating a passing, amajority of the comments
read, “Sorry for your loss,” “Keep your head up,” “My
thoughts are with you,” and other similar passages.

This is the virtual summary of what happens at the
services.

It’s about being there for those who need you.

So, although services will always be on my list of
places I don’t want to go to because the words visitation,
wake, or funeral have a negative cogitation, I’ll always
be there when [’m supposed to be.

I can get around the grocery store by drive thru, Uber
Eats, carry out, Door Dash, having someone else go, or
not eating. We can now do almost all car and driving
matters online. It may be cheaper to knock all of my
teeth out and get dentures rather than the routine check
ups and the non-routine dentist chair visits. Going to
the hospital can be replaced with Tylenol, Ibuprofen, or
just dealing with pain. Saving a trip to the barbershop
can be remedied by shaving your head and I’ll enter any
pet store with an old fashioned clothes pin on my nose.

However, I don’t want to arrange, get out of, or side-
swipe being there for those I love when someone they
love or someone we love passes away.

I’m going to rearrange my list.
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Legals/Circulation/Printing
Jennifer Griffith
Jjgriffith@mendotareporter.com

Account Executive
Brent Hatch
bhatch@mendotareporter.com

SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month,
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks.
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703
lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News
at PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342, or emailed to blachance@
mendotareporter.com.

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

1 year manual pay $59.00
autopay  $50.00

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1 year manual pay  $69.00

auto pay  $60.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8a.m.-4p.m,,

Monday-Friday
Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone 815-539-9396
Website www.amboynews.com
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
IN THE ESTATE OF

JERILYN KAELIN,
Deceased.

No. 2024 PR 49
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of JERILYN
KAELIN, of 610 N. Met-
calf, Amboy, IL 61310
on 9/26/2024. Letters
of Office were issued on
November 19, 2024, by
the 15th Judicial Circuit
Court of Lee County to
the representative and
Independent ~ Admin-
istrator, Jason Kaelin,
610 N. Metcalf, Amboy,

IL 61310.

The attorney for the
representative of the
estate is Robert J.
Thompson, 119 West
First Street, Ste. 200,
P.O. Box 1016, Dixon,
llinois 61021.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court at the Lee
County Services build-
ing, 309 South Ga-
lena Avenue, Dixon,
IL 61021, or with the
Representative at the
address above with-
in six (6) months from
the first publication of
this Claim Notice, or
within three (3) months
from the date of mailing
or delivery of specific
notice to known credi-
tors, whichever is later.
Any known claim not

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

e SUBLETTE « WEST BROOKLYN ¢« LEE CENTER * PAW PAW  LAMOILLE

filed within that time pe-
riod is barred.

Copies of claims filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the estate legal repre-
sentative and/or to the
attorney within ten (10)
days after the claim has
been filed.

BY: JASON
KAELIN, Representa-
tive/Administrator
Robert J. Thompson
119 West First Street,
Ste. 200

P.O. Box 1016

Dixon, IL 61021

(815) 284-7705 phone
(815) 284-7707 facsim-
ile
bobthompsonlaw @
gmail.com

No. 0202

(Feb. 19, 26 and Mar. 5,
2025)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not
knowingly accept fraudulent
or deceptive advertising.
Readers are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate all
ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service

issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:

message  from  your | .oy cash for antiques;

hometown — newspaper fmityre,  glassware,

and  the  Federal ,query & crocks, tin &

Trade  Commission. iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique,
I'm interested in looking!

119 Call 815-562-2928 or

ANNOUNCEMENTS  gmail dickharms@
hotmail.com

“This publication does

not knowingly accept 307

fraudulent or deceptive

advertising. Rea%ers ?g%CS%LLsNEOUS

are cautioned to

thoroughly investigate SPLIT Firewood For

all ads, especially those Sale. Contact 779-251-

asking for money in ogy

advance.”

201 309

DOMESTIC/CHILD  pPETS AND SUPPLIES

CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, - |Friendly b & 4 ]

unless licensed or @/ )

holding a permit as a cats L2 ™Y

childcare facility, may |00k|ng for good

cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or

& loving forever
homes!

Call
815-615-1171

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL  REAL
advertised

ESTATE
herein is

NEED A

WELL-TARGETED AD?
Our sales reps would

be glad to lend
a helping hand!

In The Classifieds!

LOCAL
BUSINESS

subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Deadlines

Friday
at5p.m.

Call 815-539-9396
—

ADVERTISING
SPEGIALS

CONTACT US TODAY
FOR DETAILS!

_ NEWSPAPER

[

601

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2024 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ 6.2L 29K Miles, White,
GM Certified, 1-owner, running boards, bed liner, leather interior,
heated / cooled seats, & More!

$54,900

® 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
Limited Warranty
® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
® 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and

e 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO
Maintenance Plan

® 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

Reconditioning Process
® 3-Day/150-Mile Customer

Satisfaction Guarantee

2024 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L,
29K Miles, White. $54,900

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 74K
Miles, White ...$39,900

2024 Chevy Equinox AWD RS, 24K Miles,
$28,900

2021 Chevy Blazer AWD Premier, Loaded,
44K Miles, Maroon $33,900

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 LT Diesel,
82K Miles, Gray. $29,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LTZ 4x4, 88K Miles,
Maroon. $26,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Z71 RST
Diesel, 123K Miles, Gray. $28,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LTZ, 95K Miles,
Gray. $26,900

2018
4x4
Maroon,
2020 Chevy Traverse LT AWD, Leather, 93K
Miles, Silver. $21,900

1500
leather,

Cab LT
Miles,
$22,900

Crew
110K

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K
Miles $23,900

Chevy
7,

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 6.2L V8, 76K
Miles, Maroon $28,900
2019 Chevy Traverse Premier AWD, Loaded, 1 -
owner, 66K Miles, White.

2015 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 771 Longbox,
6.0L gas, 77K Miles, Red $33,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L,
95K Miles, Maroon $31,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.

GMF Financing or Leasing Subject to credit approval.

FIND ROADS

Not sure why
business is slow?

IS not just a saying in
business.

Advertise today and let your

business be in sight and in the
minds of your customers.

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind...

STAY TOP

OF MIND

With Local
Consumers

It's a Smart Investment

Stay Top of Mind and Save
With Our Monthly and
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Established In 1854

Advertise With Us

Che Amthoy News
815.539.9396

Here's why consistent
advertising with us is a great
way to build top of mind
awareness:

Nearly

70%
of U.S. adults

read newspapers
each month.

|

T'S TIME
TO ADVERTISE

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

Toutof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
inacircular.

NEW

=
News & gvp/vry -




WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2025

AMBOY NEWS « SECA « PAGE 9

LOCAL/STATE NEWS

Illinois health officials taking bird flu precautions
despite assessing no ‘active risk’ to humans

By JADE AUBREY
Capitol News lllinois

The U.S. Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention says the risk of an
outbreak of the bird flu in humans is
low, although Illinois’ health depart-
ment is preparing for the possibility.

On Friday, the Trump adminis-
tration reportedly laid off 1,300
probationary employees of the CDC,
which has led nationwide efforts to
contain the bird flu. The layoff would
affect 10% of the federal agency’s
workforce.

This comes after the administra-
tion paused federal health agencies’
communications with the public on
Jan. 21 for over a week. The pause
prohibited the CDC from publishing
their weekly Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, which included one
of the three reports on the bird flu
scheduled to be published the week
of Jan. 21.

The CDC has been monitoring and
responding to cases of infection since
the first outbreak of a mutated strain
of the virus in commercial poultry in
the U.S. in February 2022 — though
it’s unclear how recent leadership
changes and staffing cuts will affect
this monitoring.

New U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. has indicated he will
follow President Donald Trump’s lead
on downsizing federal departments,
meaning cuts to critical agencies that
regulate public health and investigate
new diseases could limit their ability
to respond to a public health crisis.

While federal policy changes cre-
ate uncertainty, the director of the
[1linois Department of Public Health
said this week said the virus is “not
an active risk” to humans in Illinois
because no human-to-human spread
has been recorded. But the state has
taken steps to limit its spread among
animals.

No known human-to-human spread

Bird flu is the term being used for
H5N1 avian influenza, the disease
caused by infection with avian in-
fluenza Type A viruses. It naturally
occurs in wild aquatic bird popu-
lations, but has spread to domestic
poultry and other bird and animal
species in the U.S.

Ittypically doesn’t infect humans.
However, recent human infections
have occurred after close or pro-
longed unprotected contact with
infected sick or dead birds and other
mammals. Currently, there are 68
reported cases of human infections,

Busche continued from page Al

with one associated death. However,
41 ofthose 68 cases were transmitted
from infected dairy cows.

According to IDPH, a person can
be infected by breathing in the virus
or touching something that has the
virus on it and then touching their
mouth, eyes, or nose.

So far, no human-to-human trans-
mission of the bird flu has been re-
corded. IDPH Director Dr. Sameer
Vohra said this could change if a
person with the bird flu contracts
another strain of influenza, like the
seasonal flu. The two infections could
mutate and create a new virus that
humans might not have immunity
to, and human-to-human infections
would likely begin. If that happens,
then the worry of a pandemic would
come into play.

“And that’s why, both through our
statements currently and the national
CDC’s statements, we’re continuing
to maintain that the risk to humans
right now remains low,” Vohra said
in an interview. “Our responsibility is
protecting the health of our residents
here in Illinois, with our partners in
Ag and DNR (the departments of
agriculture and natural resources),
and doing everything that we can
and using the tools at our disposal
in preparation, in case we have a
human case or see human-to-human
transmission emerge.”

People infected may be asymp-
tomatic or experience mild flu-like
symptoms such as eye redness,
fever, cough, sore throat, runny or
stuffy nose, muscle or body aches,
headaches, fatigue, and shortness of
breath to severe symptoms such as
pneumonia. Less common symptoms
of diarrhea, nausea, vomiting and
seizures have been reported.

CDC data shows 909 human cases
of bird flu have been reported world-
wide since 1997, and the about half
of them died. But not all cases of
infection are likely to be reported
or even noticed, as sometimes the
virus doesn’t present any symptoms
— meaning a true mortality rate is
difficult to quantify.

The Illinois Department of Agri-
culture issued a 30-day suspension
on the display or sale of poultry at
swap meets, exhibitions, flea mar-
kets, and auction markets on Tuesday
in attempts to reduce the spread of
the virus.

In January, Illinois saw a relative
increase in infection; Kakadoodle, a
family-run farm in suburban Chicago,
lost 3,000 chickens to the bird flu.
The Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago

lost an infected flamingo and seal,
while infections were reported in a
wild goose in Tazewell County and
a captive hawk in DuPage County.

Bird flu’s evolution

The 2022 outbreak of the virus
sparked new monitoring immediately
raised concerns because there were
more than 378.5 million egg-laying
chickens in the United States. The
USDA said the bird flu is quickly
taking over entire flocks when even
one bird is infected, leaving farmers
with no choice but to put whole flocks
down. This is directly contributing
to the recent increase in price and
scarcity of eggs, which reached a
record high in January.

According to the USDA Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, a
little more than 23 million birds have
been infected in the last 30 days as
ofJan. 15, including 159 commercial
flocks. Infections in small mammals
and birds were first reported in late
2022. The first multistate outbreak
of the infection in dairy cows was
reported in March 2024 as the virus
mutated, creating a new strain and
showing its adaptability to living in
different animal breeds. Soon after
that, the first case of human infection
was reported.

“We’ve been fortunate, currently,
to have no human cases of the bird
flu here in Illinois, and no cases of
dairy cattle that have been positive,”
Vohra said. “And one of the things
that has been reassuring is that we
have not had any human-to-human
transmission nationally.”

Following the Trump administra-
tion’s communications pause, the
CDC on Thursday published a re-
port on the bird flu, which revealed
the results of blood tests taken last
September from 150 U.S.-based vet-
erinarians who work with cattle. It
found that three of the veterinarians
tested positive for the virus without
experiencing symptoms. Two of the
infected veterinarians practiced in
states with known infections in cat-
tle, but the other infected veterinar-
ians practiced in Georgia and South
Carolina, two states with no known
infection in cattle.

The report called for “the possible
benefit of systematic surveillance for
rapid identification of HPAI A(HS)
virus in dairy cattle, milk, and humans
who are exposed to cattle.”

Learning from COVID-19
Vohra said IDPH is implementing
safety measures it learned from the

COVID-19 pandemic. He said the
agency is working with local health
departments and creating protocols
for testing, treatment, quarantine,
and isolation, as well as making sure
health providers are stocked with
the proper protective equipment,
preventative medicine like Tamiflu,
and rapid tests they would need if
human transmission begin to occur
in Illinois.

The department also recently
improved testing to be able to indi-
vidually identify strains of the bird
flu. If a person tests positive for the
bird flu on arapid test currently used,
the tests do not show a distinction
between the seasonal flu and the
bird flu. The department now has the
capability to run advance testing on
certain samples, such as those with
known bird flu exposures or critically
ill people with other flu diagnoses,
to help identify bird flu in short
order. Vohra said a positive result
on the advanced tests would show
which strain of the bird flu they’re
infected with.

Because infections are detected
at higher rates in the fall and spring
seasons as birds migrate and spread
the virus faster, state agencies have
issued several guides for the general
public on how deal with cases of the
bird flu.

Tipsinclude avoiding contact with
any bird displaying signs of illness,
keeping dogs, cats and other pets
away from carcasses of birds, and
thoroughly cooking game meat to an
internal temperature of 165 degrees
Fahrenheit.

To be most effective, treatment
must be started within two days of
the infection. IDPH urges anyone
who starts to experience symptoms
after contact with a sick or dead bird
to immediately talk to a health care
provider.

If working with or handling
poultry, members of the public are
encouraged to visit the USDA’s “De-
fend the Flock” program for tips on
biosecurity practices.

Editor’s note: The description of
IDPH’s new bird flu testing capa-
bilities has been corrected to more
accurately describe how the new
advanced testing process works.

Capitol News Illinois is anonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service that dis-
tributes state government coverage to
hundreds of news outlets statewide.
It is funded primarily by the Illinois
Press Foundation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

“No one really knew anything. Everyone had a dif-
ferent take. We went on the vacation anyway because
we had been planning it for two years and we delayed,
delayed, delayed. Two weeks after we got back, I got
sick first. I felt like I got hit by a semi truck. Doreen
got sick three days later.

“When she came home from work, we didn’t have
the TV on or anything. All you could hear in our home
was our clock. It was unbearable because of how we
felt. She eventually called someone and when she was
leaving our number on a voicemail she was leaving the
wrong number. [ got scared. We ended up calling an
ambulance to take her to the hospital.”

“Tragedy...or Blessing?” is a tale, a memoir, Doreen
isn’t super excited she was the main star. However, she
is more than happy to be alive for her husband to write
the story.

“I remember going to work. I had my head on my
desk and I told my boss I needed to go get tested for
COVID-19,” Doreen said. “I don’t remember anything
after really, from the first few days [ had COVID-19 in
Augustuntil about Thanksgiving. [ was inadrug-induced
coma and I didn’t wake up until around Thanksgiving.
I didn’t know what was going on. When I was in the
hospital I didn’t know anything and couldn’t do any-
thing. I lost 80-90 pounds, mostly muscle, from August
to December 2021. I came home on New Year’s Eve.

PLUMBING & HEATING INC

J
404 W. Main St.. McNabb, IL.
www.grassersplumbingheati

;' Turn to the experts
ngcom 815-882-2111

“I couldn’t stand up. I could hardly hold my cell
phone. I couldn’t talk. I had a ventilator and a trach. He
went back to work February 14, 2022. From January
to April, we had a nurse and physical therapist come to
our home. They got my legs stretched out and got me
using a walker.”

When she left the hospital to come back home, she
was on oxygen for 10 months and a lung specialist said
she would either have to have a lung transplant or be
on oxygen for the rest of her life.

Although Doreen did not have a transplant and is
seen in public without an oxygen machine, the former
farmer’s insurance saleswoman in Dixon is now retired
for disability as her lungs are only at 60 percent.

The star actress didn’t read her husband’s book for
quite some time.

When she did, she couldn’t help but get emotional.

“I didn’t read it until two years to the day that I got
sick. I couldn’t,” Doreen said. “I was so afraid because
I didn’t know anything that happened to me when [ was
sick. I was afraid [ would feel everything again. I cried
when I read it.”

Steve cries when he reads the two-page submission
Doreen added to the memoir.

Forthe couple who began in the Schaumburg, Roselle
area, lived in Amboy for 10 years, and has been in West
Brooklyn for the last 18, it’s a powerful story they didn’t

—
Fth,
Y

want to live through but are thankful to share.

“Every word in this book came straight out of my
heart. If you want to know who I am, who we are, it’s
all in the book,” Steve Busche said. “I’m a very private
person. [ don’tdo social media. To write this book where
anyone canread it, is a little scary for me. I think writing
this book is part of God’s plan.”

“Tragedy...or Blessing?”” was released on November
10, 2024 and can be purchased on amazon.com, barne-
sandnoble.com, or through the QR code. It is $18.99
for paperback and $28.99 for hard cover.

Use this QR code to
purchase Steve Bus-
che’s book, “Trag-
edy...or Blessing?”
Thebook costs $18.99
for paperback and
$28.99 for hard cover.

4 o )
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COMMUNITY SERVICi,\l:IC.

Senior Dining Menu
Feb. 24 - 28

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday - BBQ riblett on whole grain wheat bun, augratin
potatoes, lima beans, diced pears

Tuesday - Creamy chicken pasta, carrots, steamed peas,
whole grain wheat bread, chilled pineapple

Wednesday - Cheeseburger on whole grain wheat bun, tater
tots, baked beans, fruit cocktail

Thursday - (A) Lemon pepper chicken, wild rice, broccoli,
whole grain dinner roll, applesauce; (B) Ham/vegetable
Friday - Citrus baked ham, blended veggies, sweet potatoes,
diced peaches, whole grain dinner roll w/butter

Meals served Call 800-779-1189 to make United /2
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am reservations 24 hours in advance Way (m’

Amboy Community Center *"Wa e

280 W. Wasson Road 02192025 4
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Kish College Foundatlon announces sprlng 2025 scholarshlp recipients

MALTA - The Kishwaukee College
Foundationis pleased to announce the stu-
dent scholarship recipients for the Spring
2025 semester. The Foundation awarded
354 scholarship awards totaling $335,355.

Scholarship funds are made possible
through generous gifts from community
members, local businesses and industry,and
areaagencies andassociations. Studentsare
selected on a competitive basis according
toeach scholarship’s specific requirements.

Kishwaukee College students re-
ceived the following awards:

AG Communications Endowment—
Damian Nava-Barrientos of Rochelle,
Anna Varner of Rochelle

Albert & Frances Besserman Endow-
ment — Avery Coyle of Loves Park,
Thomas Koziol of Rochelle

Arden Perry & Kathryn Cornell
Scholarship— Brandon Foley of Genoa,
Jaelyn Wallace of Genoa

Beulah & Roberta Hackett Endow-
ment — Katherine Anderson of DeKalb,
Dominique Bauer of DeKalb, Maya Beard
of DeKalb, Madolyn Bellah of Kirkland,
Monica Hernandez of DeKalb, Alexis
Olson of Earlville, Caprice Pinkard of
DeKalb, Tashara Stevenson of DeKalb

Bud & Kay Stocking Rochelle Rotary
Service Above Self Endowment — An-
naleigh McKinney of Rochelle

Charles & Mary Roberts Memorial
Endowment — Lars Carlson of Kirkland,
Maximus Julian of Sycamore, Paul Kam-
ulegeya of Chicago, Emily Mendoza Agu-
ilera of Genoa, Anita Mensah of DeKalb,
Hailey Michaels of Sycamore, Brianna
Nieves of Cortland, Erica Prange of Lin-
denwood, Amayrani Ramirez of DeKalb,
Rebecca Seldal of Malta, Reese Tomlinson
of Genoa, Maylen Vazquez of Kingston

Charles & Mary Roberts Memorial
Endowment for Nursing — Monica
Hernandez of DeKalb, Leslie Hernandez
of DeKalb, Tracee Nelson of Byron,
Madison Rollins of Sycamore, Rita
Walsh of Rochelle

Chris & Katherine Boulos Founda-
tion — Josue Aburto of DeKalb, Alora
AgerofDeKalb, Colin Bafia of Sycamore,
Emily Baldwin of Sycamore, Jose Barra-
das Lopez of DeKalb, Kalyn Brackemyer
of Cortland, Alyssa Childress of Kingston,
Dionna Clark of DeKalb, Riley Collins of
DeKalb, Vincent Cortes of DeKalb, Rocio
Cuautle of Sycamore, Ashley Davila of
DeKalb, Paulo Diaz Lopez of Sycamore,
Gabriela Diaz Lopez of Sycamore, Cara
Fant of Sycamore, Anna Fell of DeKalb,
Alexandra Gamez of DeKalb, Leticia
Garcia of DeKalb, Elizabeth Garlisch of
Cortland, Grace Gineman of Sycamore,
Hanitzi Gonzalez of Cortland, Sherleen
Gonzalez of DeKalb, Diego Gonzalez
Zabala of Sycamore, Trinity Harms of
DeKalb, Amixam Hernandez of DeKalb,
Leslie Hernandez of DeKalb, Seth Hess
of DeKalb, Audrey Heth of Sycamore,
Davion Hines of Cortland, Jacob Hull
of Sycamore, Grace Hunt of Cortland,
Brooke Jackson of Sycamore, Jasmine
Kemp of Cortland, Hayley King of
Sycamore, Andrew Kirchmann of Syc-
amore, Adam Lake of DeKalb, Boston
Leitheit of Sycamore, Anna Lochbaum
of Sycamore, Paige Lojko of Sycamore,
Jennifer Arendt of DeKalb, Tyler Ma-
ciejewski of DeKalb, Ella Mathison of
DeKalb, Raven Meeks of DeKalb, Hailey
Michaels of Sycamore, Krystal Mora of
Sycamore, Bernardo Munoz of DeKalb,

The Kishwaukee College Foundation announced the Spring 2025 scholarship
recipients. Pictured are Spring 2025 scholarship recipients.

Photo contributed

Kevin Munoz of Genoa, Brianna Nieves
of Cortland, Erika Nunez of DeKalb,
Bryce Olson of DeKalb, Naomy Ortiz of
DeKalb, Javier Padron of DeKalb, Chance
Perry of DeKalb, Kelli Petit of Sycamore,
Brody Pfund of Maple Park, Alex Prince
of Malta, Justine Pringle of Cortland,
Amayrani Ramirez of DeKalb, Jessaca
Ritchason of Sycamore, Stacy Romero
of DeKalb, Charles Roots of Sycamore,
Ellie Rothenbach of Sycamore, David
Sandoval Castro of DeKalb, Lane Schum-
acherof DeKalb, Rebecca Seldal of Malta,
Lizbeth Serna Valdes of DeKalb, Keisha
Simms of Sycamore, Noah Stanik of
Sycamore, Kayshia Stevenson of DeKalb,
Donald Stiles of DeKalb, Brandi Stover
of Genoa, Brynn Taylor of Clare, Haley
Von Schnase of Sycamore, Anna Walzer
of DeKalb, Milena Zak of Sycamore

ComEd Endowment — Jonathan
Hartline of Pecatonica

Compeer Financial Scholarship —
Gillian Taylor of Sycamore, Allyson
Yoakum of Sycamore

Dean & Betty Burgemeister Endow-
ment — Dominique Bauer of DeKalb,
Nicole Braasch of DeKalb, Nickolas
Hoffman of Mount Morris, Melissa
Huneke of DeKalb, Tasha Kimble of Cor-
tland, Alexis Olson of Earlville, Caprice
Pinkard of DeKalb, Carly Summers of
Esmond, Elizabeth Taylor of Rockford

DeKalb Area Garden Club Endow-
ment — Christina Fisher of Kingston

DeKalb Fire Fighters Local 1236
Memorial Scholarship — Katie Maier
of Sycamore

Desa Henn Memorial Scholarship —
Hayley Basler of Kirkland, Gennelle
Romero of Cortland

Diane McNeilly Education Endow-
ment — Annaleigh McKinney of Ro-
chelle, Avery Salsbury of Oregon

Donald C. Mack Scholarship— Crys-
tal Larrabee of DeKalb

Doris V. & Suzanne K. Lewis Me-
morial Endowment — Maya Beard of
DeKalb, Nickolas Hoffman of Mount
Morris

Earl & Jeanne Pritchard Horticulture
Scholarship — Alora Ager of DeKalb

Eleanor Anglin Price Scholarship —
Kimberly Hansen of Sycamore

Emma Anderson Scholarship—Alora
Ager of DeKalb, Colin Bafia of Syca-
more, Ayden Boatman of Sycamore,

=l

- Guns
* Youth Door Prizes
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AL 36 Annual
W Lee County

PHEASANTS FOREVER
BANQUET

Saturday, March 8, 2025

Cocktails - 5:30 p.m.
Dixon Elks Club, Rt. 38, East of Dixon
MEMBERSHIP ONLY $40
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP WITH DINNER $60
COUPLE MEMBERSHIP WITH DINNER $80
RINGNECK MEMBERSHIP WITH DINNER $30

(youth 18 & under)

Tickets Available At:
- Jones-Berry Lumber, 1 S. Commercial, Amboy
- Raffles & Auctions of the following:

L

Dinner -7 p.m.

- Limited Edition
Prints & Merchandise

|T|°—_

Cara Fant of Sycamore, Anna Fell of
DeKalb, Sherleen Gonzalez of DeKalb,
Diego Gonzalez Zabala of Sycamore,
Seth Hess of DeKalb, Grace Hunt of
Cortland, Brooke Jackson of Sycamore,
Hayley King of Sycamore, Andrew
Kirchmann of Sycamore, Anna Loch-
baum of Sycamore, Elijah Luxton of
Rochelle, Kara Martinez of Rochelle,
Emily MendozaAguilera of Genoa, Mya
Mlodzianowski of Kirkland, Baldemar
Nambo of Rochelle, Bryce Olson of
DeKalb, Naomy Ortiz of DeKalb, Jayson
Quintero Romero of Cortland, Ellie
Rothenbach of Sycamore, Kendall Sachs
of Rochelle, Lizbeth Serna Valdes of
DeKalb, AddieRae Sipes of Sycamore,
Kylie Smith of Rochelle, Ryese Taylor
of Sycamore, Danica Ward of Creston,
Sophia Zaccard of Genoa

Enbridge Energy Company Pipeline
Industry Awareness Scholarship—Amir
Boulware of Sycamore, Lucas Darmstadt
of Cortland, Jacob Hull of Sycamore

Harold C. Flanigan Memorial En-
dowment — Lars Carlson of Kirkland

Heartland Bank Community Enhance-
ment Scholarship — Maya Beard of
DeKalb, Nicole Jazo of DeKalb

Howard & Martha Mullins Memorial
Endowment for Nursing — Edwin Me-
dina of DeKalb

Ine Achilles Scholarship for Horticul-
ture — Abigail Stoffa of DeKalb

James Salomone Fuerst Endow-
ment — Emily Mendoza Aguilera of
Genoa, Erika Nunez of DeKalb

Jeanne M. Henderson Memorial
Endowment — Baldemar Nambo of
Rochelle, Miguel Villegas of Amboy

Jeremy Davis Memorial Endow-
ment — Julias Ferguson of Crete

Jesus Romero Hispanic Endow-
ment— Vincent Cortes of DeKalb, Emily
Mendoza Aguilera of Genoa, Vianka
Mercado of DeKalb

Joyce A. Nicklas Memorial Scholar-
ship — Katherine Anderson of DeKalb,
Madolyn Bellah of Kirkland, Elizabeth
Taylor of Rockford

Kenneth & Susan Doubler Schol-
arship Fund — Haley Von Schnase of
Sycamore

Kishwaukee College Alumni Asso-
ciation Scholarship — Woodfin BIlI-
ingsly of Cortland, Grace Gineman of
Sycamore, Hailey Michaels of Sycamore

Kishwaukee College Board of Trust-
ees Scholarship— Aiyanna Washington
of Rochelle

Kishwaukee College Employee Give
Scholarship — Elizabeth Garlisch of
Cortland, Grace Gineman of Sycamore,
Alexis Huerta of Rochelle, Hailey Mi-
chaels of Sycamore, Damian Nava-Bar-
rientos of Rochelle, Erika Nunez of
DeKalb, Kelli Petit of Sycamore, Avery
Salsbury of Oregon, Minerva Sandoval
of DeKalb, Marisa Whaley of Rochelle

Kishwaukee College Engineering
Scholarship — Kealey Morton of
DeKalb, Jessie Saenz of DeKalb

LaVerne “Dutch” Johnson Memorial
Fund — Taylor Fry of Genoa, Nickolas
Hoffman of Mount Morris, Jacob Hull
of Sycamore, Lenna Hulthen of Lee,
Elijah Luxton of Rochelle, Brody Pfund
of Maple Park, Maria Rios of Sycamore,
Rebecca Seldal of Malta, Abigail Stoffa
of DeKalb, Anna Varner of Rochelle,
Allyson Yoakum of Sycamore

Law Enforcement Lifelong Learning
Scholarship — Damen Harrington of
Rochelle

Leah Wach Memorial Endowment —
Paige Lojko of Sycamore

Les & Deanie Springmire Endow-
ment — Tanisha Jones-Robinson of
DeKalb

Mark Joseph Bussone Memorial En-
dowment — Daniel Mancilla of Aurora,
Alexander Torres of Rochelle

Mathew J. Rood DPT Scholarship —

Jack Anderson of Chana, Dustin Wielen-
ga of Waterman

Michael Bennett & Janette Maley Art
Scholarship — Kenya Calin of DeKalb

Nancy D. Castle Scholarship — Ga-
briela Diaz Lopez of Sycamore, Leslie
Hernandez of DeKalb, Jessica Marin of
Rochelle, Daniel Villagran of DeKalb

Nancy Heal Memorial Altrusa Schol-
arship — Tasha Kimble of Cortland

OC Creative Scholarship — Cassan-
dra Kerley of Genoa

O’Meara & Schaeffer Nursing En-
dowment — Tania Smith of DeKalb

Pat Humo Nursing Scholarship—Nia
Burrows of DeKalb

Paul J. Smith Memorial Endow-
ment — Lars Carlson of Kirkland

Pay It Forward Scholarship— Donna
Engh of Sycamore

Philip H. Nye Scholarship — Avery
Salsbury of Oregon

Richard Akers Memorial Endow-
ment — Josue Aburto of DeKalb

Robert & Doris Boey Endowment —
Maya Beard of DeKalb, Maximus Julian
of Sycamore

Robert & Norma Wildenradt En-
dowment — Lars Carlson of Kirkland,
Christina Fisher of Kingston, Tyler
Maciejewski of DeKalb, Brody Pfund
of Maple Park, Abigail Stoffa of DeKalb

Rockford Garden Club Scholar-
ship — Ethan Taylor of Rockford

Rollan Bonneau Memorial Endow-
ment — Daniel Leverton of DeKalb

Ronald S. Sweet Endowment— Brian
Cuevas of Mendota, Tyshawn Kennedy
of DeKalb

Rowland & Lucile Matteson Endow-
ment — Marcia Curran of Geneva, Mi-
chael Littlejohn of Cortland, Kimberly
Rotella of Shabbona, Abigail Stoffa of
DeKalb, Ethan Taylor of Rockford, Avie
Truran of Kirkland, Francis Vowels of
Rochelle

Ruth Ashelford Pollock Horticulture
Fund— Marcia Curran of Geneva, Crys-
tal Larrabee of DeKalb, Michael Little-
john of Cortland, Michelle McCandless
of Kings, Pamela Porter of DeKalb, Ma-
ria Rios of Sycamore, Kimberly Rotella
of Shabbona, Ethan Taylor of Rockford,
Avie Truran of Kirkland, Miguel Villegas
of Amboy, Francis Vowels of Rochelle

Ruth Ashelford Pollock Nursing
Fund — David Andrade of DeKalb, Nia
Burrows of DeKalb, Adelina Halilaj of
DeKalb, Victoria Harkless of DeKalb,
Melissa Huneke of DeKalb, Nicole Jazo
of DeKalb, Allyson Kapka of DeKalb,
Michele Lidren of Rochelle, Aimee Marsh
of Sycamore, Kara Robers of Sycamore,
Madison Rollins of Sycamore, Jessica
Schroeder Waterman of Cortland, An-
nalee Sutherland of DeKalb, Krystal Tor-
res of DeKalb, Vanessa Villa of DeKalb,
Morgan Widick of West Chicago

Ruth I. Hall Nursing Endowment —
Asucena Alvares of Dixon, Edlyn
Arellano of DeKalb, Cassidi Calfa of
Sycamore, Ilanie Castorena of DeKalb,
Carly Coffman of Kingston, Foluke
Esan of Sycamore, Courtney Felder of
DeKalb, Amanda Gamauf of Cortland,
Ananda Harrell of Freeport, Kassan-
dra Kirk of Rochelle, Katie Maier of
Sycamore, Aimee Marsh of Sycamore,
Andrew Prescod of Paw Paw, Kara
Robers of Sycamore, Sherlyn Rojas of
Rochelle, Alicia Salgado of Belvidere,
Laura Torres of Oregon, Krystal Torres
of DeKalb, Ariyana Turks of DeKalb,
Cecilia Vargas of Rochelle

Stephen P. Irving Family Scholar-
ship — Nicole Jazo of DeKalb, Catlin
Kersten of DeKalb, Katie Maier of Syc-
amore, Jessaca Ritchason of Sycamore

Stoltz-Caruthers Family Scholar-
ship — Pamela Davis of Creston

Sycamore Hospital Physicians Nurs-
ing Endowment — Kylie Mapes of
Sycamore

The Founder’s Endowment— Danica
Ward of Creston

Tom & Nancy Roberts Endowment—
Stefan Filipovic of Sycamore, Lauren
Ponto of Chana

Velta Smith Nursing Endowment —
Leticia Garcia of DeKalb, Tania Smith
of DeKalb

Vernon & Dorothy Smith Memorial
Scholarship— Abel Huerta of Rochelle,
JessicaMarin of Rochelle, Cecilia Vargas
of Rochelle, Marisa Whaley of Rochelle

Veronica M. Ream Endowment —
Amixam Hernandez of DeKalb

Wayne Mcllrath Family Scholar-
ship — Amanda Gamauf of Cortland,
Brittany Johnson of Sycamore, Tasha
Kimble of Cortland, Larry McCoy of
Sycamore, Erica Prange of Lindenwood,
Nathalia Salgado of Cortland, Domi-
nique Vaulx of DeKalb

William & Emiline Rood Family
Scholarship — Taylor Gaston of Shab-
bona. Reese McRoberts of Waterman
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Lady Clippers enter
postseason at 23-7;
on six-game winning streak

AMBOY - The old
cliché says a basketball
team wants to be click-
ing on all cylinders at
the end of the season
rather than the begin-
ning.

For the Amboy
girls hoopers, they’ve
been clicking all year.
However, entering the
postseason with a 23-7
record, on a six-game
winning streak, and
have won 14 of their
last 15 contests, all cyl-
inders are at maximum
basketball pressure.

The first game of the
IHSAClass 1A St. Bede
Regional for the No.
2-seeded Lady Clippers
is the semifinal against
No. 10 Putnam County
Tuesday, Feb. 18, which
is after press time.

If Amboy wins,
they’ll play in the re-
gional championship
against the winner of
the No. 3 Marquette/
No. 5 St. Bede seminal
alsoplayed on Tuesday.

Before the postsea-
son started, the Lady
Clippers kept the win-
ningalive with victories
against Fulton, Morri-
son, and Earlville.

Amboy outscored
Fulton by four points
in the fourth quarter to
win their game, 34-31,

on Monday, Feb. 10.

Senior Addison Per-
tell led the scoring
with 10 points, while
senior Tyrah Vaessen
had six, juniors Jillian
Anderson and Bella
Yanos (led the team
with 10 rebounds) had
five each, junior Ellie
McLaughlin and soph-
omore Alexa McKend-
ry scored three each,
and senior Emily Sachs
pitched in two.

In a 46-39 victory
over Morrison on Tues-
day, Feb. 11, Pertell
had a game high 18
points, Anderson added
15, Sachs and Yanos
pitched in six each, and
Vaessen had one point.
Sachs had a team-high
seven rebounds and
Vaessen led with three
assists.

Intheregularseason
finale, the Lady Clip-
pers defeated Earlville
54-21 for win No. 23.

Pertell’s offensive
production continued
as she recorded a game
high 15 points. Vaessen
and Andersontallied 11
each, Sachs had nine,
senior Kenley Wilson
knocked in three, Ya-
nos and McLaughlin
pitched intwo each, and
senior Gloria Parker
added one point.

Jose Lopez wrestles his way to state

OREGON — Amboy sophomore
Jose Lopez is headed to the biggest
wrestling meet of the year, the [HSA
State Tournament, after advancing
from the THSA Class 1A Oregon
Sectional over the two-day event
Feb. 14-15.

Lopez, 28-15 on the season, fin-
ished fourth inthe 150-pound bracket
in Oregon with three victories and
two loses.

In his first match, Lopez won by
a 6-3 decision over Chase Siguenza
of Wheaton St. Francis. He kept the
winning trend in the championship
bracket quarterfinal with a 7-6
decision victory over Riverdale’s
Kolton Kruse.

Lopez lost in a semifinal by a fall
(2:40) to Stillman Valley’s Henry
Hildreth but bounced back with a
consolation bracket semifinal victory
over Richmond-Burton’s Dalton
Youngs via a 6-5 decision.

With the win over Youngs, Lopez
had already qualified for state by be-
ing a top four wrestler in his bracket,
but for placing sake, Lopez dueled
in the third-place match against
Kewanee’s Ben Taylor. Lopez lost
by major decision, 10-0.

Lopez’s next mission is the [HSA
State Tournament, which kicks off
Thursday, Feb. 20 and runs through
Saturday, Feb. 22 at the State Farm

Center in Champaign on the Univer-
sity of Illinois campus.

“I’m immensely proud of Jose
for qualifying for the state tourna-
ment. He has been working hard
in the practice room all season and
weightlifting with Coach (Joe)
Flanagan after practice as well,”
said Amboy wrestling coach Mi-
chael Olson. “Jose is wrestling up
a weight class this year, and that
can be difficult, but he met the
challenge and defeated some really
tough kids at the sectional.

“I look forward to seeing how
far Jose will advance not only this
season but in years to come. If he
keeps up the hard work, I foresee
him bringing home state medals in
the future.”

The Clippers had five wrestlers
compete at the Oregon Sectional.

Freshman Aden Spinelli, 106
pounds, finished his season with
a 31-9 record as he made it to the
consolation bracket’s third round.
Spinelli received a bye in the first
round, lost by a 12-6 decision to
Cael Wright of Morrison in a cham-
pionship bracket quarterfinal, pinned
Sebastian Lara of Lisle in 3:43 for
a consolation Round 2 victory, and
fell to Nate Lower of Rockridge via
a 13-3 major decision in the third
round.

Senior Josh McKendry (22-14)
took to the mats at 138 pounds as he
lost his first match by a 7-5 decision
to Mauricio Glass of Lena-Winslow,
received a bye in the first round of
the consolation bracket, and lost in
the second round to Levi Benton of
Oregon by pinfall at 4:31.

Caiden Heath, AHS sophomore,
finished the season withunder 10 los-
es (36-9). At 144 pounds at Oregon,
he was pinned in the first round at
5:34 by West Carroll’s Connor Knop,
received a bye in the first round of
the consolation bracket, and lost to
Thomas Sowards, of Rockridge via
a 16-1 technical fall in the second
round.

Junior Evan Flanagan (28-14)
wrested at 215 pounds with a first-
round loss to Aiden Fisher of Orion
by fall (1:32), received a bye in the
firstround ofthe consolation bracket,
and lost by a 6-0 decision to Jeremy
Johanki of Wheaton Academy.

The wrestling season isn’t over
for the Amboy freshmen and soph-
omores as they are in the Illinois
Wrestling Coaches and Officials
Association State Frosh-Soph Tour-
nament. The regional is March 2 in
Morrison, sectional is March 9 in
Sterling, and the finals are March
15-16 at the Bank of Springfield
Center in Springfield.

Boys hoops drop games to Bureau Valley, Forreston

Amboy hosts boys basketball
regional Feb. 24, 26, 28

AMBOY - The Amboy Clippers will stay home
and host the Amboy Class 1A Boys’ Regional Bas-
ketball Tournament to be contested Feb. 24, 26, 28.

There will be four play-in games held at the sites of
thehigherseedstobegintheregional actionon Monday,
Feb. 24. The Clippers will be home to take on Kirkland
Hiawatha. Tip-off time is 6 p.m. The winner of that
game will move on to face either DePue or Annawan
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 26 in the semifinals.

The other semifinal game will be between the win-
ners of the LaMoille-Forreston and Ashton-Franklin

Center-St. Bede games.

The semifinal round winners will battle for the
regional title at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28.

Amboy’s champion will advance to the Pecatonica
Sectional tomeetthe winnerofthe GalenaRegional at7
p.m. Tuesday, March4. The othersectional participants
will come fromthe West Carroll and Durand regionals.

Amboy Class 1A Boys’

Regional Basketball Tournament

Monday, Feb. 24

1 — (16) DePue at (2) Annawan - TBA
2 — (11) Kirkland (Hiawatha) at (9) Amboy

[Coop] — 6 p.m.

3 —(14) LaMoille at (3) Forreston — 6 p.m.
4 —(12) Ashton (A.-Franklin Center) at (7) Peru

(St. Bede) - TBA
Wednesday, Feb. 26

5—Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2 — 6 p.m.
6—Winner Game 3 vs. Winner Game4—7:30p.m.

Friday, Feb. 28

7—Winner Game 5 vs. Winner Game 6 —7 p.m.

(championship)

AMBOY - Basketball
is called a winter sport fora
reason as the Amboy boys
basketball team is fighting
through a cold stretch and
has had canceled games
due to the weather.

The contestagainst Ful-
ton, scheduled for Wednes-
day, Feb. 12, was canceled
dueto frigid temperatures.

Game 26 ofthe Clippers
season was Friday, Feb.
14 as Amboy traveled to

Manlius to play Bureau
Valley in anon-conference
game. The Clippers fell
63-46 despite a 24-point
effort from senior guard
Eddie Jones.

Junior Ezra Parker add-
ed 12, sophomore Colt
McCoy putinsix, and both
junior Rylan McNinch and
freshman Bryson Deery
had two each.

On Monday, Feb. 17,
Amboy hosted Northwest

Upstate Illini Conference
South Division foe For-
reston.

Jones once again fin-
ished in double-digit scor-
ing, 13 points, but the
Clippers couldn’t hang
with the Cardinals in a
60-34 loss.

Also scoring for Am-
boy were McCoy (eight),
senior Tyler Huggins
(three), Parker (three),
Deery (two), senior Quinn

Leffelman (two), and
McNinch (one).

Amboy is now 10-17
overall and 3-6 NUIC
South with two regular
season games remaining
on the regular season
schedule before the [HSA
Class AAmboy Regional
begins.

No. 9-seeded Amboy
will play No. 11 Hiawatha
in a quarterfinal at 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 24.

IVVOA Clinic

MENDOTA — The
[llinois Valley Volley-
ball Officials Asso-
ciation is hosting an
IHSA Level 1 Clinic
on Sunday, Feb. 23 at
Mendota High School,
2300 W. Main St. in
Mendota.

Happy
Here!

© 2024 Tom Fobbe

Poems about small town life

Registration for the
clinic is from 11-11:45
a.m. with the clinic
starting at noon.

The clinic is $50 for
members of IVVOA,
which includes associ-
ation fees for the 2025-
26 season, and $40 for
non-IVVOA members.

Whether you need
the clinic to please

Friendly, you'll find lots of that,
And all around the town.

No real angst,
Just lots of thanks.
So rarely there’s a frown.

IHSA requirements,
you want to sharpen
your skills, or you want
to check out the IV-
VOA to register, come
check out the clinic on
Feb. 23.

Did you watch the
NBA or NHLAII-Star Games?

Farm & Equipment
Filter Scle

starting

Feb. 17th

Mendota * 1200 13th Ave.

815.539.9304

Dixon * 975 N. Galena Ave.

815.677.9667

Free Deliver to Amboy Area

|
CARQUEST

March 1st

|

ending

02052025

Amboy Community Unit
School District #272

Feb. 24

AHS Boys Basketball
Regionals (H) TBA

AJHS Scholastic Bowl (H) St.
Mary’s, Dixon-4:00 pm

AHS Scholastic Bowl @
Fulton-4:30 pm

AJHS Girls Basketball

(H) Montmorency-6th-
5:00/5th-6:00

Feb. 25

AJHS Girls Basketball (H)
Sauk Valley Catholic-6th-
5:00/5th-6:00

AJHS Girls Basketball @
Sauk Valley Catholic-8th-
5:00/7th-6:00

Feb. 26

AHS Art Club-Art Room-
3:30-4:30 pm

AJHS Scholastic Bowl @ St.
Mary’s, Sterling-4:00 pm

Feb. 27

AJHS Girls Basketball
@ Montmorency-8th-
5:00/7th-6:00

March 1
AJHS 5th/6th Girls Basketball
(H) RRVC Tournament-TBA



PAGE 12 « SEC A « AMBOY NEWS WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2025

\MBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

-
e 242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310
ia!*f’“ﬁs:"‘ Store Hours 815-857-7020 LN LuUn
* Everyday, 7am-10pm

Grocery delivery for disabled & senior

Deli Hours citizens - in town only.
Everyday, 9am - Tpm
lAccenting]
Sale Prices Valid Feb 19th - Feb 25th - Limited Quantities — While Supplies Last %%H
Idaho Cosmic Crisp Blackberries Lemons Blueberries
Potatoes Apples

3 Ib bag

199  $099/m  $2.49/nt $2 99/t

Grape Tomatoes | Yellow Onions Green Onions Bolthouse Farms ||Clementines
Pint 3 Ib bag Baby Carrots 3 Ib bag
16 oz

o

$4.99

$1.99 $249/ca. | $0.79/ea
I  HOT BUYS

~ Deli Special ~

Choice Beef Top
Sirloin Steak

Choice Beef Chuck
Roast

Pork-Bone In Park
Chops

Sub Large Anchor
Club Ham, Turkey

$599m

Reg. Price $6.99/1b.

329/.

eg. Price $3.49/lb.

'

dacon

Reg Price $11.99/Ib.

Progresso Soup
18t0 19 oz

J PRUGRESSP !

MINESTRONE

2135,ea

Reg. Price $4.49/ea.

2% GAL

Food Club Milk

$349/cs

Reg. Price $4.29/ea.

9to 130z

©

Tostitos Chips

2/$8)n

Reg Prlce $5.99/ea.

Pepsi Products
12 pk Cans

S 649/e
Reg Price $8.99/ea.

Wi
VA
B
=

3499 ea.

Reg Price $5.99/ea.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Food Club Bacon Bob Evans Pork Sausage ||Food Club Orange Juice
16 oz 16 oz Roll 52 oz

$399 ea.

Reg. Price $5.39/ea.

$349ea.

Reg. Price $4.39/ea.

$399ea

Coffee Mate Creamer
28 or 32 oz

Reg Price $5.19/ea.

JJ’s Bakery Pie Rosina Meatballs
4 0z 1810 26 oz

Eggo

8.4 10 14.8 oz select

Banquet Pot Pie

70z

Food Club

Sprlng Water
24 pk
é H

Reg. Price $3.59/ea.

eg. Price $2.09/ea.

Reg. Price $1.29/ea.

Reg. Price $2.59/ea.

4’ $3Reg Price $1.29/ea. sﬁggReeggr'ice $9.39/ea. s 99 FggaPrlce $3.69/ea. 2I $3Reg Price $1.69/ca. s 99FggnaPnce $3.99/ea.
Hostess Donuts || Kraft Macaroni & ||Food Club Beans ||Food Club Apple ||Crav'n Flavor Potato
9.5t011.25 0z Cheese yiz= 15.5 0z Sauce Chips ——

2.5t0 7.3 0z i 6 pk 7.715 to 8.5 |
$2 49 ea. 4/S ¢a. 2/3 ea $199ea. 2/94 ea

Reg. Price $2.99/ea.

Sale goes through Feb 19th - Feb 25th
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