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Successful Ag Career Exploration Fair held in Oregon

OREGON-Over 175 high school and middle school students
attended the Ag Career Exploration Fair on Nov. 21 in Oregon.
Students met with and asked questions to college recruiters and
business representatives who focused on studies and careers
in the agricultural field. Colleges shared information on the
many majors in agriculture and what it takes to get a degree.
Agriculture-related employers had representatives there to of-
fer career knowledge and discuss the skills needed to perform
specific jobs.

High schools that participated were from Oregon, Ashton-
Franklin Center, and Fulton. Colleges, universities, and busi-
nesses that were on hand for the students were Blackhawk Col-
lege East Campus, lowa State, Joliet Junior College, Southern
[linois University, University of Wisconsin-Platteville, Western
Illinois University, Bayer, CHS, Etnyre, Nachusa Grasslands,
and Vita Plus. There were also U of I Extension staff to talk
about food science and careers in Extension. John Heisner from
FCAE visited with students about ag education as a career path.

Melinda Colbert, University of Illinois Extension Ag in the
Classroom Program coordinator, said, “The target audience is
high school students, and sometimes ag teachers or guidance
counselors bring the students. The home school population that
attends continues to grow, along with students that come with
their parents.” The event was free and open to the public.

Ag in the Classroom is offered through the University of I1-
linois Extension in partnership with Ogle County Farm Bureau,
Carroll County Farm Bureau, Ogle County Soil & Water, and
Carroll County Soil & Water.

Open
Monday-Friday
6:30am to 4:00pm
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ATHOT BODY
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Business representatives from Bayer were available to answer
participants questions.

ABOUT EXTENSION: Illinois Extension leads public out-
reach for the University of Illinois by translating research into
action plans that allow Illinois families, businesses, and com-
munity leaders to solve problems, make informed decisions, and
adapt to changes and opportunities.
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City of Rochelle tours Pure Flavor hydroponic facility

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In November, Pure Flavor (formerly Might-
yVine) invited representatives from the City of Rochelle to Wind-
sor, Ontario, Canada to see a similar facility that could be built in
Rochelle. Pure Flavor currently operates a greenhouse in Rochelle
and is considering expansion, City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh told
the News-Leader Dec. 18.

City representatives on the Canada trip were City Council Mem-
bers Rosaelia Arteaga and Ben Valdivieso, Economic Development
Director Jason Anderson, Fiegenschuh, Lee County Industrial
Development Association Director Tom Demmer, City Building
Inspector Geoff Starr and Rochelle Fire Department Chief Dave
Sawlsville.

The facility city representatives toured in November is over a
million square feet. It includes on-site living quarters and partici-
pation in a federal visa program that allows people to come in and
live and work there for up to three years to help with packaging
and picking of tomatoes.

“They’re thinking about doing something similar here,” Fie-
genschuh said, “It’d be a 10-month program. Their property isn’t
zoned for it now, so they couldn’t do it here unless the property
was rezoned and they haven’t issued any type of application to
rezone the property. They bought out MightyVine and wanted us
to see their operations there. It was an opportunity for us to meet
the ownership and their leadership team and talk about what some
of their priorities for Rochelle are going into the future and their
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
In November, Pure Flavor (formerly MightyVine) invited

representatives from the City of Rochelle to Windsor, Ontario,
Canada to see a similar facility that could be built in Rochelle.

expansion plans. It gave us a chance to see their facility and how
they operate. [ was impressed. It was a very sophisticated operation.”

See page 5
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From page 4

Fiegenschuh said he believes any type of positive growth is good
forthe city, and that on-site housing would be up to the city’s planning
& zoning commission and ultimately the mayor and city council.
The city put Pure Flavor in touch with its community development
department if it wants to move forward with any type of rezoning
or variance and nothing has been submitted yet.

A potential expansion of the greenhouse facility would also
impact Rochelle Municipal Utilities, the city-owned electric utility.
RMU Superintendent of Electric Operations Blake Toliver said the
utility would be able to service an expanded Pure Flavor facility.

With industrial electric load growth in mind, the city is currently
in the easement acquisition phase of a new electrical substation
project on the west side of town on Illinois Route 38. The project
will include 10 miles of transmission line between the new substa-
tion and others at Ritchie Road and Twombly Road. The project
will cost north of $20 million.

“That substation is being built to serve the needs of a Pure Flavor
expansion as well as some other growth in that western edge of our
territory,” Toliver said. “The whole point of building that substa-
tion is to be able to serve the needs of future industrial growth in
that area. Right now Pure Flavor is 25 acres under glass and they’d
like to be 50 acres. Right now their usage is around 14 megawatts
at full load. We’d expect it to be 25-28 megawatts depending on
the lighting they do. That substation would be capable of over 50
megawatts of energy. We’d be able to cover their load and still have
some left over for another industrial development.”

Toliver said load growth is positive for RMU, the local economy
and taxing bodies such as school districts. However, RMU strives

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Pure Flavor currently operates a greenhouse in Rochelle and
is considering expansion, City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said.

to be cognizant of the choices it makes when dealing with topics
like load growth due to its small customer base of 7,500 to make
sure adverse impacts aren’t seen on customers.

The city and RMU often meet with current business owners and
prospective developers about expansions and new projects that
could increase RMU’s electric load.

“Looking at so much potential load growth can be very daunt-
ing,” Toliver said. “And you don’t know what’s going to stick.
We have tons of meetings with developers all the time and they’re
constantly looking at land. As soon as one sticks, we move to plan-
ning on moving forward with getting the infrastructure and making
sure we have enough power available. We may get 30 inquiries
a month from interested developers. I always preface my emails
back to economic development with, ‘This is what we have today.’
Because tomorrow it might be different.”

CHS Rochelle is strategically located with access to ®
interstate highways, railways, and the Illinois River.

We are able to process 48 million bushels of corn

annually, producing 140 million gallons of
ethanol, and 360,000 tons of dried distillers.

Contact us today to set up an account.

1900 Steward Rd, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-0650 K3
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Harvest in Ogle County: ‘Overall I think this year went well’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — In an interview with the Rochelle News-
Leaderand Ogle County Lifeon Nov.25, Ogle County Farm Bureau
Manager Ron Kern said that harvest should be fully wrapped up
locally by the beginning of December.

“There may be small pockets of unharvested crops out there, but
for the most part harvest is done and the grain is in the bin,” Kern
said. “We had a pretty dry fall, so we didn’t really have any weather
pressure with things like not being able to get out into the fields. It
was excellent weather for fall harvest. We were able to move and
move when we wanted to and needed to without any interruptions.”

Kern said from what he’s seen, bean yields have been “around
average.” He said Ogle County farmers hoped for better than aver-
age yields on beans, but dry conditions around mid-August likely
hampered that. For corn, Ogle County farmers have seen “a little
or a lot better than average” yields, Kern said.

Growing season locally saw good rain levels and timely rain,
which Kern said was the most ideal the county has seen in a while.
However, after a dry fall, there is some concern locally about mois-
ture levels ahead of spring planting in 2025.

“We’re starting to show up on the drought index due to recent
low moisture,” Kern said. “But there’s still some months ahead of
us before the spring. Overall I think this year went well. We still
continue to see very low commodity prices. But I don’t think there
were any complaints about the growing.”

Farmers in the region did not encounter the issue of having to
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In an interview with the Rochelle News-Leader and Ogle
County Life on Nov. 25, Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager
Ron Kern said that harvest fully wrapped up locally by the
beginning of December.

spend money on gas to dry down crops this fall, as most crops dried
down in the fields with the weather. After rain did come in recent
weeks, farmers were able to do some fall tillage after picking their
crops, along with nitrogen application.

The dry harvest time brought with it a number of field fires in
the county in recent months.

See page 7
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From page 6

“Whenever you have a dry harvest season, farmers have to be
extra cautious with buildup around the engine compartments of
tractors and combines,” Kern said. “This year lent itself to more
field and combine fires. Sometimes it’s preventable, sometimes
it’s something you can’t anticipate. It’s unfortunate when those
things happen. You just have to hope for no injuries and that
the fire can be contained within a certain area and move on
from there.”

With high anticipated yields due to good weather conditions
earlier in the year, some farmers in the industry encountered or
feared a shortage of bin space. Kern said local farmers did not
encounter that issue, and that farmers have expanded on-farm
storage more in the past 30 years to handle crops better and
more efficiently.

Dry weather also caused lower levels of the Mississippi River,
which is used by the agriculture industry to ship crops.

“The Mississippi River issue depends on where farmers ship
to and out of,” Kern said. “When you get to a point where barges
are having trouble getting up and down the Mississippi, that
is going to start to play into prices people receive back on the
farm. I don’t know if the river level is critical right now, but it
definitely could use an influx of water.”

Kern said that two large-scale issues facing farmers right now
are trade and the need for a new federal farm bill. A new farm
bill comes about every five years, and the most recent one was
extended a year.

“Our foreign trade numbers aren’t looking all that good,”
Kernsaid. “That weighs heavily on the commodity prices. [ think

HMHAARCHER
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Motor Hot
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Offer Great
Pricing, Anti Coil
Scale System,
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Chassis, Voltage
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Reel Mounting

MiTM® Gas Motor Hot
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Design and lowa Built
Quality

Pressure Washers — Floor Sweeper & Scrubbers
CETA™ Repair Service

LTTRALBowers

815-399-8839 Rockford, IL aul@rijbowers.com

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
OCFB Manager Ron Kern said that two large-scale issues
facing farmers right now are trade and the need for a new
federal farm bill. A new farm bill comes about every five
years, and the most recent one was extended a year.

domestic use is holding steady and we seem to be hanging in
there. We really need to get more aggressive in the trade market
and some of these trade agreements if we’re going to try to prop
these commodity prices up. And we need congress to get going
on crafting a new farm bill and getting it passed and in place to
protect things like crop insurance for farmers and those types
of things so farmers have the risk management tools they need
to continue to try to move forward and profit.”
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USMCA dispute decision a w1n for Ilhnms corn farmers

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

decree to ban genetically modified corn imports is good
news for Illinois corn growers.

United States Trade Representative Katherine Tai announced
the U.S. prevailed in its dispute under the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA) challenging certain Mexican
biotechnology measures concerning genetically engineered
(GE) corn. The USMCA panel agreed with the U.S. on all seven
legal claims, finding that Mexico’s measures are not based on
science and undermine the market access that Mexico agreed
to provide in the USMCA.

“The panel’s ruling reaffirms the United States’ longstand-
ing concerns about Mexico’s biotechnology policies and their
detrimental impact on U.S. agricultural exports,” Tai said. “It
underscores the importance of science-based trade policies that
allow American farmers and agricultural producers to compete
fairly and leverage their innovation to address climate change
and enhance productivity. We look forward to continuing our
collaboration with the Mexican government to ensure a level
playing field and provide access to safe, affordable and sustain-
able agricultural products on both sides of the border.”

The dispute challenged two sets of measures reflected in
Mexico’s February 2023 presidential corn decree, including
an immediate ban on the use of GE corn in dough and tortillas,
and an instruction to Mexican government agencies to gradually
eliminate the use of GE comn for other food uses and in animal
feed. The U.S. established the panel in August 2023.

Ilinois Farm Bureau President Brian Duncan called the deci-
sion an “important victory.”

“It was a strong ruling on behalf of U.S. corn growers and a
vital export market that we need to remain open,” Duncan told
RFD Radio. “It’s also a victory for rules-based trade.”

IL Corn Growers Association (ICGA) President and Waterloo
farmer Garrett Hawkins said the panel’s decision is positive news
for Illinois corn farmers and Mexican corn importers.

“As the largest corn export state in the union, Illinois corn
farmers are proponents of free trade agreements and of making
free trade agreements work,” Hawkins said in a statement. “ICGA
and the National Corn Growers Association had a significantrole
in fighting this unscientific Mexican government overreach and

THE United States’ victory in its dispute over Mexico’s

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
A bountiful harvest resulted in this corn pile in Amboy (Lee
County) last fall. lllinois exports more corn than any other
U.S. state, so growers here recently welcomed a key decision
concerning trade with Mexico.

urging the U.S. Trade Representative to challenge the ban that
would limit Mexican buyers’ choices and reduce U.S. market
access. We are so happy to see the ruling issued in our favor
and look forward to building our trade relationship with our top
export customer for all types of corn.”

From January through October 2024, the United States
exported $4.8 billion of corn to Mexico — the United States’
largest export market for the grain.

The panel issued its final report on Dec. 20. Under USMCA
rules, Mexico has 45 days from the date of the final report to
comply with the panel’s findings.

The panel, in its report, wrote that while Mexico is seeking
to address genuine concerns in good faith, such concerns should
be “channeled into an appropriate risk assessment process,
measures based on scientific principles and in dialogue among
all USMCA parties to facilitate a constructive path forward.”

This story was distributed through a cooperative project be-
tween Illinois Farm Bureau and the lllinois Press Association.
For more food and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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OCFB’s Kern: Cash rents may be decreasing

curious about what cash rent for farmland should be. There’s

no magic formula as coming to a cash rent is a negotiation.
However when looking at the economic impact of grain farming
last year I would caution those landlords that cash rents may be
decreasing, particularly if you want to keep a good tenant on the
farm. A mindset of less is more may be appropriate.

Let’s look at AFBF economic outlook for agriculture and you
will see what I mean.

USDA’s December 2024 farm income forecast confirms just
how tough a year it’s been for American agriculture, with slightly
revised projections offering little relief to farmers, who are losing
nearly a quarter of their income in two years. Net farm income is
now projected at $140.7 billion for 2024, down $6 billion (4.1%)
from 2023 and $41.2 billion (22.6%) from the $181.9 billion peak
in 2022. The December revision does little to alleviate concerns
about the financial pressures farmers face heading into 2025, and the
overall figure masks the dramatic decline in returns for crop farmers.

When adjusted for inflation, the drop in net farm income becomes
more pronounced, with a projected decline of $9.5 billion (6.3%)
from 2023. Although the updated 2024 figure remains above the 20-
year average, the metrics paint a challenging picture, particularly for
crop producers, who face substantial revenue declines. While some
sectors, most predominantly livestock, are seeing stronger receipts,
the December forecastunderscores thatagriculture remains inthered.

Crop producers will continue to bear the brunt of the economic
downturn. Total crop receipts for 2024 are now projected to decline
by $25 billion (9.2%) from 2023 to $246.2 billion. This marks the

IT’ S that time of year where [ start fielding calls from landlords

second straight year of significant declines in crop cash receipts,
reflecting weaker global demand, falling prices and increased com-
petition from international markets.

Corn receipts are expected to fall $16.6 billion (20.8%). Soybean
receipts are likewise forecast to fall $6.9 billion (12.3%).

Livestock producers are faring comparatively better, with total
receipts for animal and animal products expected to grow by $21
billion (8.4%) to $270.6 billion in 2024. Cattle and calf receipts,
bolstered by higher prices, are projected to rise by $7.3 billion
(7.2%), exceeding earlier predictions. Milk receipts are expected
to grow by $5.3 billion (11.5%), also outpacing the 9.4% increase
forecast in September. Pork producers are projected to see receipts
increase modestly by $1.5 billion (5.7%), driven by both higher
prices and quantities sold.

Egg producers, who initially faced grim projections earlier in the
year, continue to see significant gains, with receipts now expected
to rise by $7 billion (39.4%), reflecting higher prices and increased
demand.

USDA’s metric, Farm Business Average Net Cash Income by
Commodity Specialization, offers valuable insights into the financial
performance of farm businesses based on their primary commodity
focus.

Farm businesses specializing in soybean production experienced
asignificant 44% decline in net cash income, while those focused on
wheat saw a 43% decline, and corn-focused operations experienced
a42% decline.

See page 11
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In stark contrast, farm businesses specializing in cattle and calves
achieved a remarkable 154% increase, while those focused on poul-
try saw substantial growth, with net cash income rising by 31%.
Income for dairies dropped starkly between 2022 and 2023 but rose
dramatically in 2024 — up 19% over 2022. These trends illustrate
the dramatic variability in financial outcomes across commodity
sectors, influenced by shifts in market conditions, input costs and
revenue streams over the observed timeframe.

Farmers are expected to spend slightly less on production
in 2024, with total production expenses forecast to decline
by $8 billion (1.7%) to $453.9 billion. Lower costs for feed,
fertilizer and fuel contribute to this reduction, with feed
expenses projected to fall $10.5 billion (13.2%), fertilizer
expenses down $3 billion (8.4%) and fuel costs declining
by $2 billion (11.3%). Given low crop prices, drops in
expenses most closely associated with crop production are
not unexpected.

Rising costs in key categories like labor and interest con-
tinue to offset these savings. Labor expenses are expected to
rise by $3 billion (6.1%), while interest expenses climb $1.8 billion
(4.1%), reflecting higher debt levels and sustained high interest
rates. These rising costs add to the financial strain on farmers, who
are already grappling with shrinking margins and limited liquidity.

Despite declining net farm income, USDA projects farm sector
equity — the difference between assets and debt — to rise by 5.2%
to $3.68 trillion in 2024, reflecting growth in real estate values.
Total farm sector assets are expected to increase by 5.1% to $4.22
trillion, with real estate comprising 84% of this total. Meanwhile,

farm sector debt is forecast to climb 4.5% to a record $542.5 billion,
with increases in both real estate and non-real estate debt. While
solvency metrics such as the debt-to-asset ratio are expected to
improve slightly, reduced liquidity — indicated by a 6.9% decline
in working capital — points to ongoing financial strain, particularly
as debt levels continue to grow.

USDA’s December report underscores the volatility of the U.S.
farm economy as farmers face their second consecutive year of
declining income. Net farm income in 2024 remains nearly 25%
below its 2022 peak, and the minimal upward revisions since
September offer little reprieve from the financial pressures
farmers are enduring.

Crop producers, in particular, face dramatic declines
in cash receipts, with little hope for immediate relief as
global supply chain disruptions continue and prices for
key commodities remain depressed. Livestock producers
enjoy higher prices at the moment, but gains in this sector
are uneven. Rising production costs threaten to erode profit-
ability across the board.

With government payments shrinking and the income
safety net failing to keep pace with the realities of modern
agriculture, farmers are left to navigate an increasingly precari-
ous financial landscape. As policymakers continue overdue farm
bill discussions, these figures serve as a reminder that the targeted
reforms that could address our farmers’ unique challenges remain
stuck in the legislative process.

“The first lesson of economics is scarcity: there is never enough
of anything to fully satisfy all those who want it. The first lesson of
politicsistodisregard thefirstlesson of economics.” -Thomas Sowell

Ron Kern is the manager of the Ogle County Farm Bureau.

Ron
Kern
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Extension recognizes local employee
excellence, commitment to mission

URBANA — Across the state, more than 650 University of
[llinois Extension employees work to serve the communities
where they live and help tackle local issues with research-based
solutions. Illinois Extension honored 11 outstanding individuals
whose efforts demonstrate significant public value and impact
on staff, volunteers, program participants, and partners at its
annual conference in November.

These exemplary staff members have served varying lengths
of time, from just a few years to several decades, working on
campus, inlocal offices, and across various program areas. Among
those honored was Johnna Jennings, a 4-H youth development
educator from DeKalb County.

With over 31 years of service at Illinois Extension, Jennings
exemplifies the 4-H motto of “Making the Best Better.” She
serves communities in Boone, DeKalb, and Ogle counties and
leads impactful programs such as “Health Jam,” “Chick Incuba-
tion and Embryology,” conducts Teen Teacher Cooking Schools
to promote healthy cooking skills, and she works to support
4-H community club programs. Additionally, she has played
a key role in the Northern Illinois 4-H Camp by training teen
counselors and enhancing the experiences of participants. For
24 years, she has also contributed to the State 4-H Volunteerism
Committee. Jennings recently received the National 4-H Meri-
torious Service Award.

[llinois 4-H empowers youth to tackle the challenges facing
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
Extension 4-H Youth Development Educator Johnna Jennings
(right) received the Individual Excellence Award from Amanda
Taylor, associate director, Workforce Development (left).

Illinois by developing the leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs,
stewards, and builders needed for the future. To learn how to get
involved with 4-H in your community, visit extension.illinois.
edu/bdo/4-h-clubs or call the office at 815-758-8194.

Insuring your farm
doesn’t have to be difficult

R

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH
COMMERICAL | INVESTMENTS
BUSINESS | RETIREMENT

countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger ~ JOSH MESSENGER
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

501 N 6th St., Rochelle, IL
(815) 562-8164

Auto, Home and Commercial policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualy Company”,
or COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company*® and
COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company*. Fixed annuities issued by COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Compa-
ny". All issuing companies are located in Bloomington, IL.

0117-545HO
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Sign up open for statewide in-person
pesticide applicator training clinics

OREGON—Getahead ofan expired pesticide license by signing
up for one of the in-person training and testing clinics happening
in Oregon and Sycamore in February and March. The University
of Illinois Pesticide Safety Education Program understands that
putting experience, safety, awareness, and knowledge to the test
helps ensure a safer application.

Those interested in attending an in-person training clinic should
register early, as seating is limited with some locations already close
to full. Find the 2025 training schedule and options at go.illinois.
edu/PSEP. In-person testing for all exams will occur at the Ogle
County Farm Bureau, 421 W Pines Rd in Oregon, on Feb. 19 and
26 and March 5 and 19 from 10 am.-1 p.m. Private Applicator
Exam sessions will occur at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau,
1350 W Prairie Dr in Sycamore on Feb. 12 and March 12 from 9
a.m. to noon. The pricing is $45 for General Standards or Private
Applicatorand $25 for each category, including Field Crops, Rights !
of Way, Mosquito, Turfgrass, and Ornamentals. Horst named Fair Volunteer of the Year

Registration and payment are required before attending a clinic Atits annual meeting on Saturday, Nov. 9, Ogle County Fair
and can be completed at go.illinois.edu/PSEP or by calling (800) Board President Tom Simpson, presented the Volunteer of

644'2 123 . Oﬂicial pulo.licati(?ns.sho.llld only be purchased from the the Year award to Lukas Horst. Lukas was at the fair all week
OfﬁClal Hlll’lOlS EXtenSIOIl DlStI‘lbuthIl SCI'VICGS WebStOI‘e or at the helping with anything we asked of him. The board Would also

Ogle County and DeKalb County Extension offices withaninventory like to thank everyone who supported and volunteered with

available. These materials may be purchased online at go.illinois. the Ogle County Fair this year. The Ogle County Fair
edu/PesticideSafetyPublications or by calling (217) 333-2007. Association Is a Tax Exempt 501¢-3 Non-Profit Organization

For questions or if a reasonable accommodation is needed to that is totally run by volunteers, so it would not be possible
participate in this program, contact PSEP Program Facilitator Jean to operate without your help, support, and donations.
Miles at jmiles1@illinois.edu or (217) 265-0670. (Courtesy photo)

AGLENDING & CROP INSURANCE SOLUTIONS
ALIGNED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL GOALS.

Whether you need an experienced lender or a trusted
financial services provider you can count on, we're ready.

Branden Alexander
Financial Officer
(815) 595-4585

Branden.Alexander@compeer.com

Adam Herwig
Financial Officer
(815) 595-4861

Adam.Herwig@compeer.com

Luke Lovgren
Insurance Officer
(815) 564-2868

Luke.Lovgren@compeer.com

Emily Pratt .LI.” I
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Ogle County 4-H’ers honored for outstanding achievement

OREGON—Eighty-nine Ogle County4-H’ers were honored for
their achievements during the 2024 4-H year at club programs this
fall. The 4-H Experience Award allows 4-H’ers to be recognized for
their work in Project Learning, Participation, Community Service,
and Leadership. Three levels can be earned: Bronze 4-H Clover
Award, Silver 4-H Clover Award, and Gold 4-H Clover Award. All
awards were distributed at the member’s 4-H Club awards banquet.

BRONZE 4-H CLOVER AWARD WINNERS: These 4-H’ers
completed at least one experience in each of the four dimensions.
These include project learning, participation, community service,
and leadership.

They include: Kerrigan Becker, Pine Creek Valley. Adrien Booker,
By-Y-Badgers. Delaney Byers, Summerhill Huskies. Aleeya Dykstra,
Pine Creek Valley. Emily Harbaugh, Carefree. Hayden Harvey, Sum-
merhill Huskies. Annaliese Koziol, Ogle County Clovers. Edward
Koziol, Ogle County Clovers. Leo Koziol, Ogle County Clovers.
Nicolette Koziol, Ogle County Clovers. Zeb Yocum, Pine Creek Valley.

SILVER 4-H CLOVER AWARD WINNERS: These 4-H’ers
completed at least two experiences in each of the four dimensions.
These include projectlearning, participation, community service, and
leadership. Also, at least two of those experiences were at the county,
regional, state, or national level.

They include: Kayden Barndt, Pine Creek Valley. Alex Booker,
By-Y-Badgers. Hayden Capes, Hub Hickory Nuts. Bristol Clark,
Ogle Jolly. Gregory Dorwaldt, Ogle County Clovers. Kamryn Feltz,
Mighty Clovers. Trinity Feltz, Mighty Clovers.

See page 15

Professional Land Specialists
Land Pro LLC is now
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Land Pro

AN AFFILIATE OF PEOPLES COMPANY

an Affiliate of Peoples Company

Ray L. Brownfield ALC AFM
Designated Managing Broker
Accredited Land Consultant

Accredited Farm Manager

630.258.4800
ray@landprolic.us
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2681 US Hwy 34 | Oswego IL 60543 | landprolic.us | 331.999.3490
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Paisley Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H Cloverbud, was recognized.

Because your farm is much
more than land and structures.

WE STAND FOR YOU.

Your farm is your livelihood, your passion,
your purpose and your family’s future.

As the nation’s number one farm insurer,

we can provide the right coverage to help give
you peace of mind and help protect your farm
and its assets for generations to come.

Nationwide®

is on your side

Ask your agent about Nationwide
farm insurance or find a farm agent

near you at FarmAgentFinder.com. Dan Miller

Miller Insurance Group
427 N Main St
Rochelle IL 61068
Phone: (815)561-9911
insurel0@frontier.com
www.MIGrochelle.com

L

Source: 2014 SNL Financial Report. Based on statutory data. Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland
Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company and AMCO Insurance Company. Home Office: 1100 Locust
Street Des Moines, IA 50391. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all
states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.
We Stand For You is a registered trademark of Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company. © 2016 Nationwide. GP0-0299A0 (05/16)
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From page 14

Tylar Groth, Summerhill Huskies. Jenna Heller, Grand Detour
Greens. Jacob Hickman, By-Y-Badgers. Lauren Hickman, By-
Y-Badgers. Kenzie Hongsermeier, Leaf River Busy Beavers.
Lily Hongsermeier. Leaf River Busy Beavers. Grant Johnson,
Leaf River Soaring Eagles. Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub Hickory
Nuts. Kaylee King, Mighty Clovers. Mallory King, Mighty
Clovers. Aubrey Kusnierz, Mighty Clovers. Madeline Kusnierz,
Mighty Clovers. Haven Marks, Summerhill Huskies. Savannah
Marks, Summerhill Huskies. Lucy Miller, Leaf River Soaring
Eagles. Sophia Palmer, Mighty Clovers. Noah Richardson, Ogle
County Clovers. Katelyn Rockwood, Pine Creek Valley. James
Runte, Pine Creek Valley. Madisyn Ruthe, Mighty Clovers.
Owen Smardo, Ogle County Clovers. Joshua Snow, Blackhawk
Crossing. Heidi Westfall, Blackhawk Crossing. Addison Yordy,
Leaf River Soaring Eagles.

GOLD 4-H CLOVER AWARD WINNERS: These 4-H’ers
completed at least four experiences in each of the four dimen-
sions. These include project learning, participation, community
service, and leadership. Also, at least two of those experiences
were at the state or national level.

They include: Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle Jolly. Nolan Adams,
Ogle Jolly. Immanual Arellano, Blackhawk Crossing. David
Bagwell, Leaf River Soaring Eagles. Nicholas Cassens, By-Y-
Badgers. Harmony Coy, Blackhawk Crossing. Ali Danekas, Pine
Creek Valley. Alayna Doane, Mighty Clovers. Bruce Gehrke,
By-Y-Badgers. Colton Gehrke, By-Y-Badgers. Luke Gehrke,
By-Y-Badgers. Shelby Harbaugh, Carefree. Andrew Hickman,
By-Y-Badgers. Kodi Hubbard, Carefree. Kaden Lingbeck,

Leaf River Soaring Eagles. Anna Marquardt, Carefree. Allissa
Martin, Carefree. Kailee Miller, Carefree. Kaeden Motszko,
Leaf River Soaring Eagles. Alyse Rogers, Ogle Jolly. Braden
Rogers, Ogle Jolly. Lydia Sherburne, LeafRiver Soaring Eagles.
Kathryn Snow, Blackhawk Crossing. David Wehler, Leaf River
Soaring Eagles.

CLOVERBUDS are 4-H’ers between the ages of 5-7. The
following Cloverbud members will also be recognized by their
clubs: Camila Bonne, Ogle Jolly. Jude Bruns, Carefree. Eval-
ynn Chapman, Summerhill Huskies. Jordi Collins, Ogle Jolly.
Zaelia Daniels, Hub Hickory Nuts. William Dorwaldt, Ogle
County Clovers. Rowen Eckerstrom, Ogle Jolly. Jack Feldhaus,
By-Y-Badgers. Declan Franks, By-Y-Badgers. Briella Franks,
By-Y-Badgers. Paisley Harbaugh, Carefree. Remington Harvey,
Summerhill Huskies. Stella Hauch, Ogle Jolly. Julia Herring,
Hub Hickory Nuts. Macklin Hubbard, Carefree. Emilia Janoski,
Ogle Jolly. Zeke Janoski, Ogle Jolly. Ty Johnson, Ogle Jolly.
Calvin Kloster, By-Y-Badgers. Jack Kusnierz, Mighty Clovers.
Ainslee Logan, Carefree. Auden Logan, Carefree. Lillian Miller,
Carefree. Emma Rasmussen, Ogle Jolly. Harper Rockwood, Pine
Creek Valley. Liam Roose, Hub Hickory Nuts. Natalya Ruthe,
Mighty Clovers. William Safranek, By-Y-Badgers. Emma Schier,
Carefree. Alana Smith, Summerhill Huskies. Allan Smith, Sum-
merhill Huskies. Hewyt Westfall, Blackhawk Crossing. Hayley
Windland, Hub Hickory Nuts. Reminton Zabran, Carefree.

4-H is an informal youth education program conducted by
University of Illinois Extension. U of I Extension provides
equal opportunities in programs and employment. If you need
reasonable accommodations to participate in 4-H, contact the
Ogle County Extension staff at §15-732-2191.

Residential - fAgricultural - Commercial - £V Chargers - Baitery Backup

YOUR TOTAL
ENERGY SOLUTION

Take control of your electric bill by going solar! Did you know our customers

FAMILY OWNED

LOCALLY
OBBERAMED]

OWN their solar arrays? By owning your solar array, rather than leasing like

some companies, the customer gets to keep all of the incentives associated to

their solar array, which pending where you live, could include:

+ ComkEd DG Rebate
« lllinois Shines: Solar Renewable Energy
Credits (SRECS)

Scan to learn more

& submit a recent [
power bill for a
FREE customized
proposal!

o Federal Investment Tax Credit (ITC)
* REAP Grant (pending eligibility)
« And other potential incentives!

STATELINE

sk us about our German 0’
American

local solar financing!
— State Bank

$0 ZERO 90

DOWN PAYMENTS DAYS

*Loans subject to approval. Qualifications & rules apply. Offer subject to change without notice.
See a German American State Bank representative for details. Member FDIC, Equal Housing
Lender. Loans will begin accruing interest at the contract rate during the initial 90 day payment
deferral period, starting at the date of disbursement.
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Ogle County 4-H Achievement Celebration winners named

OREGON — Ogle County’s top 4-H members and clubs were
honored for outstanding achievement at a special program held
Sunday, Nov. 17, in the Byron Civic Theatre.

Top county honors went to 4-H teens Aylivia Danekas, Polo, and
Nicholas Cassens, Byron. Danekas, Pine Creek Valley 4-H Club,
and Cassens, By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club, were the recipients of the
Co-op Watch Awards sponsored by Ogle County Farm Bureau and
its affiliates. Watches are awarded yearly to the two 4-H’ers with
the most impressive records of long-term leadership and service at
the club level and beyond.

Bruce Gehrke, Byron, received a $50 cash award sponsored by
the Ogle County 4-H Foundation. The Foundation Award is pre-
sented annually to a single 4-H’er who has shown leadership skills
and a willingness to help with 4-H activities. It has also served as
a positive example to younger members.

Four youths were challenged to greater leadership and service
as the “I Dare You” Leadership Award recipients. New owners of
William Danforth’s inspiring book, “I Dare You,” these youth were
selected based on their previous leadership, citizenship, and project
work. Winners included: Alayna Doane, Mighty Clovers 4-H Club;
Colton Gehrke, By-Y-Badgers4-H Club; Shelby Harbaugh, Carefree
4-H Club; and Addison Yordy, Leaf River Busy Beavers 4-H Club.

Other special award winners included:

Outstanding Club President: Aylivia Danekas, Pine Creek Valley
and Kaden Lingbeck, Leaf River Soaring Eagles.

Outstanding Club Vice-President: Courtney Bushman, Pine Creek
Valley and Grant Johnson, Leaf River Soaring Eagles.

Outstanding Club Secretaries: Haven Marks, Summerhill Huskies

z>

FORRESTON
MUTUAL

INSURANCE COMPANY

815-938-2273
208 S. Walnut

Forreston, IL
Visit us online: www.fmic.org

TFH2020

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H Club won Club of the Year. Members
pictured left to right: Hunter Kremske, Eli Lotz, Harmony Coy,
Adelaide Zimmerman, Raiden Zimmerman, and Immanuel
Arellano.

and David Wehler, Leaf River Soaring Eagles.
Outstanding Club Treasurers: Isabelle Blumhoff, Pine Creek
Valley and Kaeden Motszko, Leaf River Soaring Eagles.

See page 18

CALL US FOR YOUR PUBLIC SAFETY &
BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS!

+2-Way Radio Service, Sales & Installations.

oWe Are An Authorized Dealer Of Telex 911
Radio Dispatch Equipment, lcom &
Kenwood Radio Equipment.

Sales & Installations.

CUSTOM RADIO
SYSTEMS
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From page 17

Outstanding Club Historians: Aubrey Kusnierz, Mighty Clo-
vers and Kaden Lingbeck, Leaf River Soaring Eagles.

Outstanding Club Reporter: Shelby Harbaugh, Carefree.

Ogle County Club Recreation Chairperson: Kayden Barndt,
Pine Creek Valley.

Outstanding Club Junior Leaders: Aylivia Danekas, Pine
Creek Valley.

Electricity Achievement Award: Cora Herring, Hub Hickory
Nuts.

Illinois Holstein-Friesian Association Award: Shelby Har-
baugh, Carefree.

Several awards were distributed to community clubs through-
out the county for outstanding community service, educational
programming, and promotional efforts. Additionally, one club’s
leadership team was recognized for their outstanding efforts to
work together to effectively meet the needs of and coordinate
the work of their club. Congratulations go to all the following
club winners:

Window Display Promotion Award: First Place — By-Y-
Badgers 4-H Club (Byron). Second Place — Leaf River Soaring
Eagles 4-H Club (Leaf River). Third Place — Mighty Clovers
4-H Club (Monroe Center).

Ogle County 4-H Club-of-the-Year: First Place — Blackhawk
Crossing 4-H Club (Oregon). Second Place — Mighty Clovers
4-H Club (Stillman Valley). Third Place — Ogle County Clovers
4-H Club (Rochelle).

Top Leader Team Award: Carefree 4-H Club (Oregon):
Amanda Harbaugh, Annette Martin, and Wacey Sassaman.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Co-op watch award winner Aylivia Danekas with presenter
Stan Eden.

Alumni Award: Sara Blume.

Hall of Fame: Annette Martin.

4-H is an informal youth education program of University
of Illinois Extension. For more information or to get involved,
call 815/732-2191 or visit us online at https://extension.illinois.
edu/bdo. This is the best time of year to join!

If you need reasonable accommodations to participate in
programming, contact the Ogle County Extension office at
815-732-2191. Early requests are strongly encouraged to allow
sufficient time to meet your needs.

An authorized Michelin Dealer
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Tight global supply keeping fertilizer prices elevated

BY RHIANNON BRANCH
FARMWEEK

S farmers enter another year of predictably tight mar-
gins, it does not look like fertilizer prices will grant

much relief to the balance sheet.

“The problem is we’re starting 2025 with nitrogen and phos-
phate values looking fairly firm on tight supply and demand,”
Josh Linville, vice president of fertilizer at StoneX, told Farm-
Week. “We’re worried about what that means for our prices
going into the spring.”

Chinese exports and European production of urea are both
falling, which means global prices could push higher.

“Thatshouldresultin asituation where we have to startdoing a
lot of work to get the imports coming in that we very desperately
need,” Linville said. “We’re going to have to move our price up
quite a bit to make that relationship happen.”

He said prices for urea ammonium nitrate and anhydrous
ammonia, which are more commonly used in Illinois, usually
follow the urea market.

One fertilizer that is well supplied globally and therefore
mildly priced is potash, but that could change after President
Donald Trump takes office this month.

“We have to worry about the threat of 25% tariffs against
Canadian goods,” said Linville, who noted Canada is the world’s
largest producer and exporter of potash. “These tarifts will have
real effects on the farm side if they get implemented.”

Linville said Trump is known for using tariffs as an “economic

Sales * Farm Management ¢ Market Evaluations

Lee County:

18+/- Acres. S23 of Marion Twp. Located on Amboy Rd
W of Amboy w/ 15+/- tillable acres, 4BR/2BA Farmette,
3 car garage & variety of outbuildings.
Tenancy open 2025.

40 +/- Acres. S33 of Nachusa Twp. Gorgeous piece
with tillable & timber. Borders IDNR, CRP & tillable land.
Excellent hunting. Realtor Owned. SOLD!

Ogle County:

98+/- Acres. S28 of Scott Twp. 90+/- acres tillable.
Located just SW of Davis Junction

Heartlan
REALTY

Mait Hermes,

Designated Managing Broker

815-288-4648

www.heartlandrealty.info

TFP2025

(PHOTO BY ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU)
Declining production of urea in China and Europe could
pressure prices for fertilizer, including anhydrous ammonia,
in the U.S. in the months ahead.

weapon,” but for a commodity market like fertilizer the benefits
aren’t likely to outweigh the consequences.

“A lot of times, the farmer of the country that implements
the tariff is really the one that pays the price,” he said. “We are
going to have to watch that because it could have an adverse
effect on our pricing.”

See page 20

Grow Your Farm with Us!

At UNION Savings BANK, we understand the unigue needs of
farmers and agricultural businesses. Our comprehensive services
are designed to support your growth and success.

Agricultural Loans:

Whether you're expanding your operations or investing in new crops,
our Ag loans offer competitive rates and flexible terms tailored to
your needs.

Equipment Loans:

Upgrade your machinery and equipment with our easy financing
options. Keep your farm running smoothly with the latest technology.

Farm Management Services:

Our Trust and Investment Services Department
provides expert farm management solutions.
From land management to financial

planning, we help you maximize
your farm'’s potential.

Scan Here to
Discover More!

y

UNION 815.734.4116
I_B Aavings Mt. Morris « Freeport « Belvidere

BANK www.unionsavingshank.com Fbic 2

Your future. Our focus.
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From page 19

On the other hand, Linville said the world “enjoyed a sense
of peace” during Trump’s first term with fewer wars and global
conflicts from 2016 to 2020, compared to recent years.

“On the flip side, I am very hopeful that if he can bring back
a period of tranquility, we can see markets start to calm down,
trade flows return back to normal and get prices back to historic
norms,” he said.

Linville said as always it will be important for farmers to
convey their fertilizer intentions to suppliers in 2025 so they
can plan accordingly.

“I understand it’s easy to want to bury your head in the sand
in these kinds of times, but we need to have more information
flowing than less,” he said.

And despite a hefty delay to the fall 2024 fertilizer applica-
tion season, Linville expects the number of spring applications
to be about normal.

“It was probably one of the most unorthodox fall application
seasons we’ve ever seen,” he said. “The first several weeks of
November, hardly anybody across the Midwest turned a wheel.”

But he said the weather opened a window around Thanksgiv-
ing and Midwestern farmers took advantage of it.

“We surveyed the industry, and I think we hit about 90%
of what our expected fall run was,” Linville said. “So that is

fortunately keeping that horror story that we were talking about
for springtime off the table.”

Fertilizer prices in Illinois averaged between $650 and $775
per ton for anhydrous ammonia as of Dec. 27, up an average
of $9.46 from the previous two weeks, according to the Illinois

219 N. 7th St. - DeKalb, IL |
815-756-5722

ONE STOP
SHOP. TRUCK,
TRAILER,
REEFER REPAIR

8834 S. ILRT 251
Rochelle, IL 6106

815-524-6100

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm
Saturday 8am-12pm
(by appointment only)
Closed Sunday

=
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« Truck/Trailer Repair Hase Rep N

. " « Schedule Preventative

« Reefer Trailer Repair 2
Maintenance

grotoigpad) Repair - Computer Diagnostic

« Fabrication & Welding ero DOk Transfers

B " ~intenance « Equipment Pick-Ups &

Returns
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« Onsite/Offsite Repairs

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON, ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU)
As farmers enter another year of predictably tight margins, it
does not look like fertilizer prices will grant much relief to the
balance sheet.

Production Cost Report. Prices ranged from $679 to $760 per
ton for diammonium phosphate (up $3.33), $400 to $525 for
potash (down slightly) and $525 to $554 for urea (unchanged)
as of the same date.

This story was distributed through a cooperative project be-
tween lllinois Farm Bureau and the lllinois Press Association.
For more food and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.

Delicious, Quality Mk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6: 0 AM & 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM
ent. 24 hours Notice Required.)

, Rochelle, IL 61068

Bring Your Own Containers!

815-762-6867 © PreciousPastures.com
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H. l. Stone & Sons, Inc.
Water Well Drillers
Pumps & Service

260 W. Lincoln Hwy.

Cortland, IL60112-8420
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www.histoneandsons.com
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OCFB’s Kern: My plan for the new year, and scholarships

writing 2024 on my checks. They say life happens in
threes so hopefully with these three weeks behind me
I’'m looking for smooth sailing.

2024 was an interesting year for me both personally and pro-
fessionally. I can’t say that it was all fun, because it was not. But
I can say that I persevered, and in the end, getting to the end is
the goal. So, mission accomplished. Now to lay out my excellent
plan for the New Year to watch it blow up in my face. There are
some things that never change; I am living proof.

The Ogle County Farm Bureau is pleased to announce
thatapplications for their 2025 Scholarship Program were
available beginning Jan. 5 to graduating high school
seniors, or those enrolled at an accredited university.
Farm Bureau members may pick up or have applications
mailed. Applications can also be downloaded from the
Ogle County Farm Bureau website at www.oglefb.org

This year the organization will award nine total schol-
arships each in the amount of $2,000.

The Don Bybee Memorial Scholarship isjointly funded
by the Bybee family and the Ogle County Farm Bureau. Mr.
Bybee served for many years as a director on the Ogle County
Farm Bureau Board and offering this scholarship recognizes
his passion for offering opportunities for Ogle County youth to
advance their education.

Also available is a scholarship funded jointly by the Ogle
County Pork Producers Association and the Farm Bureau. The
Mark Detig Memorial Scholarship will be awarded annually. Mr.

THREE weeks into the new year and I’ve finally stopped

|Our Services

Fertilizer LP
Chemicals Custom Application
Petroleum

4 815-946-2613
3820 S. Route 26 | Polo
poloilcoop.com

Visit our website for

open positions
TFP2025 pen p

Detig served as past president and director on the pork producers
association board of directors and was involved in 4-H youth
activities in Ogle County.

These scholarships are inaddition to the Del Flessner Memorial
Scholarship, honoring the former manager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau; and two $1,000 General Farm Bureau Scholarships.

George R LeFevre Memorial Scholarship is a scholarship
funded by the Jeff and Joyce Tremble Family and the Farm
Bureau. It recognizes Mr. LeFevre for his lifetime of service to
agriculture and youth education in Ogle County. It will be
awarded to a recipient studying in a field of agriculture.

Mary R LeFevre Memorial Scholarship is a scholar-
ship funded by the Jeff and Joyce Tremble Family and the
Farm Bureau. [trecognizes Mrs. LeFevre forher dedicated
service in the healthcare profession and involvement with
youth education. It will be awarded to arecipient studying
in a healthcare related field.

The Susan Young scholarship honors her for her years
of dedication serving the agriculture community in Ogle
County. It will be awarded to a recipient majoring in an
agriculture related field of study.

Two general Farm Bureau scholarships will also be awarded
to winning recipients.

Finally an Ag Technology Scholarship will be awarded. It will
be awarded to students studying in an ag technology field similar
to diesel mechanics, crop technician or similar fields of study.

Ron
Kern

See page 22
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Eligible applicants must meet the following criteria: must be
a high school graduate; must be an Ogle County Farm Bureau
member or dependent of a member; must be accepted at an
accredited university or college and pursue an agricultural or
agricultural-related field of study; must be a resident of Illinois;
and must demonstrate a financial need.

Applicants can be graduating high school seniors or students
currently enrolled in an accredited college or university.

Applicants successfully completed and submitted will be judged
oncriteriaincluding: academic performance, demonstrated interest
in agriculture, financial need and character/personality.

Those interested in receiving a scholarship application should
contact the Ogle County Farm Bureau at 732-2231; or stop by
their office at 421 W. Pines Road in Oregon. Applications can
also be downloaded by visiting our website at www.oglefb.org

All applications and accompanying materials must be received
no later than April 1, 2025.

“May all of your troubles last as long as your New Year’s
resolutions!” -Joey Adams

Ron Kern is the manager of the Ogle County Farm Bureau.
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Illinois soybean farmers
achieve record-breaking
harvest in 2024

BLOOMINGTON — The Illinois Soybean Association
(ISA) is proud to announce that Illinois farmers have set a
new soybean production record.

According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) of the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), Illinois farmers produced 688 million bushels of
soybeans in 2024, surpassing the state’s previous record of
666.75 million bushels, set in 2018.

This achievementis driven by a combination of exceptional
yields and record harvested acreage. The statewide average
yield reached 64 bushels per acre, a slight increase from the
2023 average of 63 bushels per acre.

Additionally, Illinois farmers harvested 10.75 million
acres of soybeans in 2024, up from 10.3 million acres the
year before.

“We are proud to once again be the No. 1 soybean-producing
state in the U.S., and this year’s record-breaking harvest re-
flects the dedication of I1linois” high-quality soybean farmers.
Despite facing the challenges of low prices and unfavorable
weather conditions, Illinois farmers have risen to the occasion,”
ISA Chairman Ron Kindred said. “Checkoff investments in
research and production have equipped farmers with the tools
to unlock soybean yield potential, while the policy work by
[llinois Soybean Growers has provided the framework for
the success we enjoy here in Illinois. Together, we continue
to set the standard for soybean production.”

The record-breaking production reinforces Illinois’ stand-
ing as a leader in soybean farming, with the state consistently
ranked among the top producers in the nation. Soybeans play a
crucial role in Illinois’ agricultural economy, serving as a key
export commodity and a driver of innovation in the industry.

“The 2024 soybean harvest is a huge accomplishment for
[llinois farmers and a reflection of their hard work and com-
mitment to excellence,” said Bryan Severs, ISA Soybean
Production Committee chairman. “Illinois continues to lead
the way in soybean farming, setting the bar higher year after
year.”

For more information about Illinois soybean production or
ISA’s efforts to support farmers, visit www.ilsoy.org.
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(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON, ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU)
The U.S. Department of Energy released an updated model
evaluating lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for
biofuel feedstocks under the 45Z Clean Fuel Production
Credit.

U.S. DOE releases updated GREET

model for biofuel feedstocks

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

model evaluating lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions for biofuel feedstocks under the 45Z Clean
Fuel Production Credit.

The release of the 45ZCF-GREET (Greenhouse gases, Regu-
lated Emissions, and Energy use in Technologies) model fol-
lows the U.S. Department of the Treasury and Internal Revenue
Service guidance on the 45Z released on Jan. 10.

Under45Z, tax credits are provided for the production of trans-
portation fuels with life cycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
below certain levels. The credit applies to eligible transporta-
tion fuel, including sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), produced
domestically after Dec. 31, 2024, and sold by Dec. 31, 2027.

The 45ZCF-GREET model includes feedstock-specific fuel
production pathways for SAF and non-SAF fuels. The model
is designed specifically to evaluate life cycle GHG emissions
to meet the requirements of section 45Z.

DOE also released the 45ZCF-GREET user manual, which
describes how the 45ZCF-GREET model characterizes life cycle
GHG emissions of transportation fuel production pathways and
provides guidance for using the model to determine emissions
rates for clean fuels under section 45Z.

The updated GREET model allows certain foreign feedstocks
to be used to make U.S. biofuels, including Canadian canola
oil and Brazilian sugarcane ethanol for SAF. Under the 457
guidance previously published, foreign unused cooking oil is
currently not allowed.

For more information, visit bit.ly/3E7UPuw.

This story was distributed through a cooperative project be-
tween Illinois Farm Bureau and the lllinois Press Association.
For more food and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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11 Locations to Serve You!

Maplehurst takes pride in our ability to service our
customers. We are ever changing to meet your needs
and provide you with the best service around.

Big enough to serve you,
small enough to know you!

maplehurstfarms.com | (815) 562-8723
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