OHS wrestlers
win tournament

The Oregon High School
wrestling team won the
Marty Bowman
Invitational. Section B

L

GLE COUNTY

|l =

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

Visit www.oglecountylife.com

VOLUME 36,

ISSUE 47

MONDAY

Feb. 3, 2025

Ogle County's most widely read weekly newspaper!

T TIGERS

| @ FePuulKuskel

Puis Byeon SpeciAr OLyMPics Rb s 2200.00

Two Thousans Tvo Huworeo o

Byron KOC makes
donations

The Byron Knights of
Columbus made a trio of
donations. Page 7

First Friday event
set for Feb. 7

The next First Friday Open
Mic event is scheduled for
Feb.7.Page 5
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RCH Convenient Care has seen recent

increase in viral illnesses, patient population
‘It cascades down to a lot of the other services...’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital’s Convenient Care
department, which treats
patients of all ages for
minorillnessesand injuries
with no appointment nec-
essary, has seenanincrease
in viral illnesses over the
past month, Family Nurse
Practitioner Chenin Con-
grave Rude said Jan. 22.

RCH has seen an in-
crease in viral illness-
es, namely influenza A,
COVID-19,RSV andstrep
throat. Congrave Rude said
the patient population is
up and “there is definitely
aneed.”

RCH convenient care
isopen 11 am. to 7 p.m.
Monday-Fridayand 9a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

Congrave Rude said
patients should come to
convenient care for cough
and cold symptoms and
acute care needs, which
would be conditions that

Voluntary
pay envelopes
in paper this
week

OGLE COUNTY —

Rochelle Community Hospital’s Convenient Care department, which treats
patients of all ages for minor illnesses and injuries with no appointment
necessary, has seen an increase in viral illnesses over the past month, Family
Nurse Practitioner Chenin Congrave Rude said Jan. 22.

have started happening over recent
days or weeks. Convenient Care’s most
common reasons for visits include back
pain, broken bones, bronchitis, cold
symptoms, cough, ear infections, ear
wax removal, eye infections, rashes,
seasonal allergies, sinus infections,
sore throat/strep, sprains, strains bumps

The Ogle County Life is
offeringreaders a chance
to become honorary staff
members of the paper by
participating in the an-
nual Voluntary Payment
promotion.

For over 40 years,
we have been providing
the Life to readers free
of charge. We expect to
continue to be able to
do this for many years
to come.

However, newsprint
and postage costs do
continue to rise, and any
contributions thatreaders
can make greatly help
defray those costs and
enable us to provide the
best product possible.

“Ourreaders’ generos-
ity has played a big part
in helping us achieve our
goals in producing the
bestlocal newspaper that
we can,” Ogle County
Life Managing Editor
Jeff Helfrich said. “We
want to say thank you to
you, our loyal readers,
who let us know how im-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

and bruises, urinary tractinfections and
wound care for cuts and scrapes.

“I would recommend coming in if
you have a fever, cough or runny nose
when these things are getting worse,”
Congrave Rude said.

See HOSPITAL page 9

Flagg-Rochelle Public Library holds Seed Swap Day
Outreach Clerk: ‘There are all different ways to plant a garden’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Saturday, Jan. 25, the
Flagg-Rochelle Public Li-
brary hosted a Seed Swap
Day. The event served as
the2025 kickoftforthe seed
library atthelocation, which
is free and available to the
publiceachdayinitssecond
year since its inception.

Attendees were able to
bring seeds to swap with
local gardeners or browse
the library’s seed catalog to
get growing for spring. The
event included gardening
activities, giveaways and
more, including an intro-
ductionto the seed library, a
winter sowing activity, seed
treatments fornative plants,
information on garden tool
maintenance, and creation
of a recycled bottle herb
gardenand decoratingmetal
garden stakes.

On Saturday, Jan. 25, the Flagg-Rochelle Public Library hosted a Seed Swap
Day. The event served as the 2025 kickoff for the seed library at the location,
which is free and available to the public each day in its second year since its

inception.

“It’s going well,” Library Outreach
Clerk Ashley Capes said. “We’ve had
an OK turnout. We have a lot of different
gardening stations set up and people are

Stillman
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FREE Pre-Approvals
COMPETITIVE Rates
LOCAL Servicing
EXPERIENCED Lenders

Best Loan Officer | Diana Davidson
Best Mortgage Lending Services
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Local Decisions.

Diana Davidson
Mortgage Lender

815.645.2029
dianad@stillmanbank.com
NMLS No. 746408
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o Home Equity Specials!

* House projects?

® Vacation plans?
® Consolidating debt?
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portant the Ogle County
Life is to them. It’s be-
cause of your continued
generosity and love for
the paper, that we are
able to do what we do.”

In addition to helping
out the paper, anyone
making a voluntary pay-
ment will also be helping
our local senior citizens,
as we in turn make a
donation to area senior
centers on your behalf.

Anyone wishing to
make a voluntary con-
tribution can find the
yellow envelope inserted
in today’s Life.

The envelopes can be
mailed in to P.O. Box
175, Rochelle, IL 61068,
or put in our drop box at
Conover Square.

OGLE COUNTY
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

coming in to donate or pick up seeds for
spring planting.”

See SEED SWAP DAY page 9

12 HolcombBcink

here Relationships Mat
Classic Oldies Celebration River Cruise

w‘ m Thursday, September 11th

$ 115/person

{ Includes transportation, 4
hour cruise with buffet &
fabulous entertainment

. Call Julie to reserve -
815.561.2627
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Progressive Checking Powers Up Your
Daily Finances

Managing money shouldn’t be a chore. Switch to our
Progressive Checking for better earning potential,
user-friendly digital tools, and total peace of mind.

Make Byron Bank your home for all things banking!

(} ByronBank

Sibic

815.234.2561 | byronbank.com
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(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Works of art include “Cora” an acrylic on canvas by Kate May Fitch of Chana; oil painting “Magenta Muse” by Timothy Griffith of Rockford; “Painted Warrior” a
watercolor by Larry Bond of Sycamore; and “Bowman” a white pencil on black paper by Matt Jagitsch of Sterling.

Windows to the Soul: Portraits Unveiled Art Exhibit opened Feb. 1 at Coliseum

OREGON — The Coli-
seum Museum in Oregon,
IL is pleased to announce
the opening ofthe Windows
to the Soul: Portraits Un-
veiled Art Exhibit featuring
32 artists with a total of 57
works ofartondisplay from
Feb. 1-March 15. Windows
to the Soul is an exhibit that
focuses on the subject of
portraits in a wide variety
of media formats including
drawing, painting, photog-
raphy, and sculpture.

Participating artists are
Ellen Bartels, Cindy Bear,
Phyllis Bergagna, Larry
Bond, Beverly Broyles,
Bob Cholke, Rick Davis,
Kate May Fitch, Beverly
Garcia, Timothy Griffith,
Steve Hart, Kat Heitz-
man, Mary Howe, Susan
Hurley-Whitacre, Matt
Jagitsch, Kitto, Linnea
Koch, Paula Kuehl, Amy
Laskye, Paula Flanagan
Marsh, Joy Meyer, Jeff
Oesterheld, Joe Popp, Betty
Predmore, Louise Price,
Elizabeth Rhoads Read,
Constance Swenson, Steve
Toole, David Van Delinder,
Mary von Tish, Kathe Wil-

son, and Julie Young.

The exhibit will be
judged by Carolyn McK-
ee-Freese with awards
presented at a reception
on Feb. 7, 6-8 p.m. with
music by composer and
multi-instrumentalist Jim
Kanas. Visitors to the Col-
iseum Museum will also
be allowed to vote for their
favorite art piece with the
People’s Choice Award
winner announced at the
close of the exhibit.

The February schedule
also includes new exhib-
its by Julie Young on the
Feature Walls, Momentum
Art Guild Exhibit in the
Lowden Gallery, and the
Scenic Art Loop Exhibit in
the Taft Gallery.

The Coliseum Museum
mission is to present Art,
Antiques, Americana and
history through perma-
nent and rotating exhibits,
workshops, music, theater
and more. Additional in-
formation can be found
on the website, www.
cmaaa.org and Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/
ColiseumMuseum/

OCHD’s Community Baby Shower is April 11, donations needed

ROCHELLE — The
Ogle County Health De-
partment will host a Com-

munity Baby Shower on
Friday, April 11 at 510 Lin-
coln Highway in Rochelle

w SERVIGE CALL SI’EGIA[

2995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

ToII Free: 877-353-7638

—_— ]

d|ckersonn|em0n com

$279,615 dickersonnieman.com/202402914

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! Ogle Crossing
community. 3 bedroom open concept great room ranch plan 1580
SQFT. Kitchen has island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz
countertops with stainless range, dishwasher, and microwave.
Primary bedroom with private bath, walk-in closet, 1st floor laundry
room. Concrete patio, 3 car garage and full basement.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

There will be free infant
and maternity products (di-
apers, wipes, care products,
clothing), raffle baskets,
giveaways, refreshments,
and a community health/
service fair. All families
in the community are wel-
comed.

The event coordinator is
Tarah Ziegler and she can
be contacted at 815-562-
6976 ext.2209 ortziegler@
oglecounty.gov.

Donations are needed

for the Community Baby
Shower, and items needed
include all sizes of diapers,
baby wipes, body wash/
soap, shampoo/conditioner,
diaper cream, feminine hy-
giene products, toothbrush-
es/toothpaste, lotions/care
products, baby clothing up
to toddler sizes, maternity
clothing, breast pumps/
breastfeeding supplies and
baby products/toys/books.

Items that can’t be ac-
cepted include infant sleep
spaces (cribs, bassinets,

BYRON

220 W. 3rd St.

etc.), used car seats, visibly
soiled/damaged clothing
or items, infant formula or
foods, and children’s cloth-
ing (beyond toddler size).
Donations may be
dropped off or shipped to
either OCHD office loca-
tion. Monetary donations
must be provided in the
form of a gift card (Visa,
Amazon, Walmart, etc.)
Donations will be accepted
Jan. 1-March 31, 2025.
Community members
and local businesses can

(815)234-5133

help with the evet by do-
nating items or gift cards,
donating products to in-
clude in the raffle baskets/
giveaways, sponsoring
the event with a monetary
donation in the form of a
gift card (Visa, Walmart,
Amazon), settingup abooth
to promote their services/
business at the event’s
health & information fair,
an promoting the event to
friends, family, clients, and
patients. The event is open
toallcommunity members.

Diclgeﬁ
Nieman

REALTORS I

Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader!

524 Autumnwolf Drive, Davis Junction

TLECTI)
| IR

$289,000 dickersonnieman.com/202v.500062

2 STORY IN HARVEST GLENN! 4 bed, 2.5 bath located in Davis
Junction. This home features 2,400 finished SQFT of living space, plus
an unfinished basement with high ceilings and so many possibilities.
Stainless steel appliances and upgraded washer and dryer are all 4
years old and stay with the house. C/A 2021, Furnace 2017. Roof is 2
years old. Must see spacious & well maintained home!

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

$625,000 dickersonn man.com/202406512

18 ACRES OF ABSOLUTE PARADISE! One of a kind 5 bed, 4 bath custom
home. Large open foyer, open concept living room with volume ceilings, stone
fireplace, 4 season room and wonderful views of the 18 acre paradise. Kitchen
with, granite counters, desk area, and breakfast area. Formal dining room, first
floor laundry room leading to 1 of 2 stairs to the exposed LL. Main floor master
bedroom with walk-in closet, double vanity, jacuzzi tub, & shower area. 2 more
beds on ML with walk-in closet & shared bath. Plus so much more!

MARK PAYNE
(815) 978-0788

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 871-4004

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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At left, From left to right: Highland Community College President Chris Kuberski and Congressman Darin LaHood, along with Vice Presidents Jim Phillips and Liz Gerber,
tour the college’s Freeport campus. At right, Alicia Kepner, Nursing and Allied Health coordinator, explains how the simulation lab allows students to experience realistic
medical scenarios. Below, Congressman LaHood shakes hands with Jaylyn Carter, a member of Highland’s Student Senate, in the new Welcome Center.

Congressman LaHood visits Highland Community College

FREEPORT — Mon-
day morning, Jan.27, Con-
gressman Darin LaHood
(IL-16) stopped by High-
land Community College
for an inside look at how
the college is preparing
students for future success.

Highland President
Chris Kuberski took the
congressman on a tour
of the Freeport campus
where they discussed the
challenges and innovations
that accompany an evolv-
ing educational landscape.

“We welcomed the
opportunity to show Rep.
LaHood how Highland
Community College is
serving rural communities
while meeting the needs of
a diverse student popula-
tion through a wide range
of degree and certificate
programs,” said Kuberski.

LaHood visited the re-
modeled Welcome Center,

where he met members
of the Highland Student
Senate. Kuberski and
LaHood discussed High-
land’s expanding ag pro-
gram, and they also toured
athletic, manufacturing
and nursing facilities. The
tour ended with a glimpse
inside Highland’s new
mobile medical unit.

“Community colleges
are critical to creating a
strong workforce, espe-
cially in fields like man-
ufacturing and nursing,”
said LaHood. “It was
great to be on campus
today with President Ku-
berski to learn more about
their programs and how
they’ve been working to
expand their presence in
the region. I appreciate
President Kuberski and
the faculty’s investment
in their students and the
college.”
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OCEDC to seek new executive director, Coulombe to transition out of role

OREGON — The
Ogle County Economic
Development Corpora-
tion will be seeking a
new executive director
as Charlene Coulombe
will transition out of the
role and into retirement, a
Jan. 29 press release said.
Coulombe has served in
the position since January
2024.

The press release is as
follows:

“The 12 County EDC
will be celebrating their
first year in operation in
February 2025. The past
twelve months we have
hit the ground running.
Private and government
officials have partnered
together to grow the foun-
dation of the corporation
and expand regionalism
throughout Ogle County.
The Village of Creston,
Rochelle and (Lee County
or Northern Illinois) are a
few who have been added
to the corporation. Ster-
ling Federal Bank, Man-
heim solutions, Harvard
Bank, Comcast, and Fehr
Grahm have also joined
the team. Great things are
achieved when teams are
formed by exceptional
people and organizations.

In January of 2024,
Charlene Coulombe,
EDFP CEcD, was hired
as the executive director
and signed a 12-month

contractin February 2024.
The goal was to assist the
corporation in setting the
stage for the years ahead.
“I worked 50-60 hours
aweek foras long as [ was
in this field,” Coulombe
said. “I was not sure how
long T would last ‘unre-
tired,” but I knew Ogle
County deserved a jump
start. After all, they were
surrounded by so many
successful communities,
it was time to share the
beauty and possibilities of
the region. Ogle County
has indeed been one of the
most picturesque counties
I have ever had the plea-
sure to serve. I believe the
foundation has been set
for the OCEDC and great
things are coming. I think it
istime for the organization
to focus on their future
goals as Imigrateback into
retirement. [ will continue
toserve the organizationas
they plan the next phase of
their development plan.”
We are committed to
ensuring a smooth transi-
tion and are taking steps
to implement a compre-
hensive transition plan.
Our priority will be to
maintain the continuity
of operations and the
mission of Ogle County
Economic Development
Corporation throughout
this process. We have
already begun discussions

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The Ogle County Economic Development Corporation will be seeking a new executive director as Charlene
Coulombe will transition out of the role and into retirement, a Jan. 29 press release said. Coulombe has served
in the position since January 2024.

to determine the nextsteps
for leadership, including
the search for a new exec-
utive director, and we will
keep the board informed at
each stage.

We extend our sincere
thanks to Charlene for her
dedication and service to
the organization and wish
her the very best in her
future endeavors.

Ourboard of directorsis

a great team full of talent,
passion, and creativity,
and we have no doubt that
we’ll achieve amazing
things together. We look
forward to continuing to
work closely with every-
oneto ensure the continued
success, and bright future
of Ogle County and of the
Ogle County Economic
Development Corpora-
tion.”

Washington Grove Cemetery seeking donations

ASHTON — Do you
have a loved one bur-
ied at the Washington
Grove Cemetery on Flagg
Road, in Ashton? Per-
petual cemetery care of

mowing, weed control
and tree maintenance
is constant and cost-
ly. Even though all
board members volunteer,
with only approximately

three burials a year, this
being the main source
of income, it doesn’t
keep up with expenses.
So, please consider do-
nating to help keep your

loved one’s burial site
looking nice. Send do-
nations to: Cemetery
Treasurer, 4317 East
Hogan Road, Chana, Il
61015. Thank you.

Locals named to Fall 2024 Dean’s List at Carthage College

KENOSHA, Wis. —
Local students were re-
cently named to the Car-
thage College Fall 2024
Dean’s Listinrecognition

of their outstanding aca-
demic achievement.
Dean’s List honors
are accorded to Carthage
students who achieve a

minimum 3.5 grade-point
average while carrying
at least 12 letter-graded
credits in a given se-
mester.

Students honored in-
cluded: Tyson Politsch of
Byron, Riley Flanagan of
Lindenwood, and Olivia
Thomas of Oregon.

It’s tax time!!!

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

See us for Income Taxes,
Payroll and Bookkeeping

—\/ALTERS

Accounting Inc.

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com

01152024
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Obituaries

Justin Bradley Rich

FREEPORT — It is
with great sadness that
the family of Justin Rich
announces his passing on
January 23,2025. He was
born in Freeport, Illinois
on August 30, 1977. He
was a 1995 graduate of
Forreston High School
and received his Jour-
neyman’s Certificate for
Carpentry in 2002. He
was currently employed
by Tovar Snow Profes-
sionals as their Senior
Operations Manager. He
was a very dedicated and
hard-working employee.

On August 12, 2012
he married Erin Huber at
Faith United Methodist
Church in Freeport. They
had two children, Devan
and Dreya. Justin had
many titles in his life, but
his favorite role was being
a husband and father. He
was a very involved and
supportive father and
loved his family with his

Charles

MT. MORRIS —
Charles R. “Butch” Duffy,
age 81, Dedicated family
man, passed away on
Tuesday January 28,2025
in Swedish American
Hospital, Rockford, IL.
Butch was born on Sep-
tember 3, 1943 in Dixon,
IL; the son of Raymond
& Helen (Kreger) Dufty.
He graduated from Mt.
Morris High School class
of 1962. Butch married
JerreRidenouron June 15,
1966 in Dixon, IL.

Butch was a fireman
for a short time in Mt.
Morris, a reserve police
officer for several local
communities. He worked
for Kable Printing Com-
pany as a Book Jogger,
he was an assembler for
Warren Industries, Rock-
ford, IL, was a security
officer for Zeke Giorgi
building in Rockford, IL;
and he helped with the Mt.
Morris Street and Park

whole heart. He was a
loyal and devoted friend
and co-worker and will be
greatly missed by themall.

He was an avid Min-
nesota Vikings and NA-
SCAR fan. He was very
proud of his many Vikings
collectibles. He will be
remembered for his dry
sense of humor, his kind-
ness and his willingness
to help anyone.

Hewill be sadly missed
by his parents, Paul and
Doris White of Forres-
ton, his wife, Erin, son
Devan and daughter Dreya
of Machesney Park. He
is also survived by his
mother and father-in-law
Tom and Peg Huber of
Freeport, brothers-in-law
and sisters-in-law Adam
(Sara) Huber of Madison,
Wisconsin and Stacy
(Chris) Biehl of Free-
port, nieces and nephews
Mackenzie Biehl, Zacha-
ry Biehl, Leia Huber, Jack

Biehl, and Valerie Huber;
and many loving aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

Justin gave the gift
of life through organ
donation.

In lieu of flowers, a
memorial fund is being es-
tablished in his memory.

A funeral service to
honor Justin’s life will be
held on Friday, January
31 at 11:00 a.m. at Faith
United Methodist Church
in Freeport. There will
be a Visitation from 4:00
- 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
January 30 also at the
church.

R. ‘Butch’ Du

Departments.

He loved to be outside
in his yard and garden, his
dogs, he was mechanical,
attending all of his sons
and grandchildren sport-
ing and school events, and
most of all his time with
his family.

Butch is survived by
his wife: Jerre Duffy, Mt.
Morris, IL; sons: Tim
(Rhonda) Duffy, Stillman
Valley and Todd Duffy,
Carmel, IN; grandchil-
dren: Clayton (Kasey Pe-
terson) Dufty, Rockford,
IL, Connor Duffy, Still-
man Valley, IL, Isabella
Duffy, Carmel, IN, and
Isaiah Dufty, Carmel, IN;
sister: Charlotte Easton,
Texas, sister-in-laws:
Lucy and Fay Duffy; and
several nieces & nephews.

Butch is preceded in
death by his parents; 3
brothers: Donald Wer-
nick, Richard Duffy, and
Ronald Duffy, and sister-

in-law: Lois Wernick.

Memorial service will
be held on Saturday Feb-
ruary 1, 2025 at 12:00
P.M. in Finch Funeral
Home, 405 East Hitt, Mt.
Morris, IL. Burial of cre-
mains will take place in
Plainview Cemetery, Mt.
Morris, IL. A visitation
will be held on Saturday
February 1, 2025 from
10:00 A.M. until service
time in Finch Funeral
Home.

Memorials to Tunnels
to Towers, Mt. Morris
Fire Department, and Hoo
Haven.

Leaf River HS 50™ Annual and Final
Alumni Basketball Event is March 1

LEAF RIVER — The
Leaf River Alumni Orga-
nization announces the end
ofanera. The 50th Annual
Leaf River Alumni Event
will be held on March 1,
2025 at the River Valley
Complex (former Leaf
River High School).

Doors will open at 5
p.m. A sandwich supper
willbeheld from 5:30-7:30
p.m. in the cafeteria. The
program to recognize the
class of 1975 will begin at

6 p.m. A fun pick-up bas-
ketball game willbeginat 7
p.m. The alumni band will
alsobe performingso bring
your instrument if you are
interested in playing. Mu-
sic will be provided.

$5 Donation for pro-
gram, supper and game
spectator ($2 for basketball
and band players).

If you are a graduate
of the class of 1975, and
will be attending, need
more information or in-

terested in helping with
the event, please contact
Linda Borneman at 815-
440-7068.

Leaf River Alumni
Gatherings organized by
the Leaf River All Classes
Reunion will be held in
June. More information
on those events will be
available onthe LeafRiver
All Classes Reunion, Leaf
River High School, and
LeafRiverNews Facebook

pages.

Loras College announces Fall 2024 Dean’s List

DUBUQUE, Iowa —
Loras Collegehasannounced
the names of students who
achieved Dean’s List status
for the 2024 fall semester. A

studentmustearna3.5 grade
point average and carry a
minimum of 12 credit hours
to be recognized.

Local students that

earned the honor include
Delaney Munda of Bai-
leyville and Anthony Bau-
er, Alexis Ebert and An-
drew Herbst of Oregon.
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Carole Ann Robeson

OREGON - Carole
Ann Robeson, age 82,
died peacefully on January
227 2025. The Kennedy
and Robeson family, along
with scores of friends,
lost a keystone of love,
support, knowledge, and
laughter!

She was born Jan. 3,
1943 in Braidwood, IL
the daughter of Thomas
and Adele (Ginter) Ken-
nedy. Carole graduated
from St. Francis High
School. She married to
Jonathan C. Robeson on
Oct. 9, 1965 in Wilming-
ton, IL.

While moving around
for Jon’s work, they raised
their 3 children Cherrie,
Yvette, and Jonny landing
in Elgin, IL. She volun-
teered asroom mom, orga-
nized the bazaar, served on
school board, and helped
with hot dog lunches at
St. Laurence. She acted
as a reliable taxi service,
driving kids to basketball,
track, cross-country, ten-
nis, and baseball practices
and games. This was a
full-time job, yet she still
found time to host her girl-
friends. Carole worked
forthe U.S. Postal Service
as a mail carrier until the
last of their children were
through college.

As Carole and Jon’s
careers came to a close,
they packed up their
cross-country skis, told
their kids where to find
them, and set out for a
new adventure in Oregon,
IL. Carole soon became
an active member of St.

Mary’s Catholic Church
where she was warmly
welcomed. She was an
enthusiastic birder that
understood the rhythm
of the seasons and what
they might bring. She
was a gifted artisan who
was a member (and for-
mer President) of the
Country Crossroads Quilt
Guild, and a member of
the Sew What’s Sewing
Club. Carole was amem-
ber of the 100 Women
Who Care organization,
and of course, as an avid
reader, her beloved Ore-
gon Library Club.

Overtheyears, legions
would come to Carole’s
kitchen table for a cup
of coffee, to watch the
birds, have a good talk
and laugh. In fact, the
“laugh” criteria seemed
an inherent component to
everything she did. Car-
ole was kind, so funny,
extraordinarily loving,
and so very interested in
this world that she just
left. Mostimportantly for
those of us left behind she
taughtushowto love well,
howto cherish friends and
family, and how to be the
best mom there is.

She was proceeded
in death by her dedicat-
ed husband of 58 years
and parents Thomas and
Adele Kennedy. Carole
is survived by her 3 chil-
dren: Cherrie (John) Mu-
sial of Elgin, IL; Yvette
(Paul) Hubbman of St.
Louis, MO; and Jonny
(Becky) Robeson, Jr. of
Terre Haute, IN; brothers

Tom (Dolores) Kenne-
dy of Arvada, CO, and
Ken (Jane) Kennedy of
Braidwood, IL; grandsons
Clay, CIiff, Nick, Jack,
and Ryan (Katherine);
granddaughters Louise
and Ella; great grandson
Owen; and many nieces
and nephews that she
loved so much.

The family would also
like to thank her care-
givers who allowed her
to remain in the comfort
of her home at the end of
life; Peak, Serenity Hos-
pice, Team Carole, led by
Nancy. A funeral mass
will be held at 11:00 AM
on Friday, Feb. 7, 2025
at St. Mary’s Catholic
Churchin Oregon, IL with
Rev. Bernie Sehr officiat-
ing. Visitation will be 1
hour prior to the service
at church from 10:00 AM
to 11:00 AM. Burial of
cremains will follow
the service at St. Mary’s
Cemetery. A memorial
fund is established in
Carole’s name for St.
Vincent DePaul Society
and the 100 Women Who
Care. Visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com to leave
a condolence or memory
of Carole.

Glenn E. Stroh Jr.

OREGON - Glenn
E. Stroh, Jr., age 95, died
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2025 at
Shepherd Premier of Ore-
gon. He was born July 14,
1929 at his parents’ home
in Oregon, IL. Glenn
graduated from Oregon
High School in 1947. He
married his loving wife of
75 years Patricia A. Nice
on June 4, 1949.

He hauled milk and
worked for the Carnation
Company in Oregon,
IL for 24 years. He
then worked for Wood
Brother’s Manufacturing
Company in Oregon for
20 years. After his retire-
ment in 1993, he enjoyed
meeting his friends every
morning at the Sunrise
Restaurant in downtown
Oregon for coffee. Glenn
loved to bowl.

He started bowling
at age 12 and continued
doing so until the age of
90. Glenn and Patriciaen-
joyed wintering in Destin,
Florida for 9 years.

He was predeceased
by his parents, his son
Michael Stroh, great
grandson Blane Powell,
brother Robert (Ruth)
Pelsma, and sister-in-law
Claudia Robertson.

Glenn is survived by
his wife Patricia of Or-
egon; daughter Glenna
“Diane” (Jim) Shuman
of Oregon; grandchildren
Kristine (Kenny) Hires of
Hawthorne, Florida; Jill
(Neil) Shaw of Oregon,
IL; great grandchildren:
Morgan (Gage) Thomas,
Laura (Brandon) Es-
tep, Alexandria With-
ers, Brady and Benja-

min Powell; great-great
grandchildren Savannah,
Gabriele, Austin, Astrid,
and Ivy. Private graveside
service was held at Chapel
Hill Memorial Gardens in
Dixon, Illinois. A memo-
rial fund is established for
the Rock River Center,
810 South 10™ Street in
Oregon, Illinois.

Visit www.farrellhol-
landgale.com to leave a
condolence or memory
of Glenn.

Arellano launches 1st annual
“Valentines for Seniors” card drive

DIXON - Newly
sworn-in State Sen-
ator Li Arellano, Jr
(R-Dixon) is excited to
announce his Inaugural
“Valentines for Seniors”
Card Drive, an initiative

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

encouraging communi-
ty members across the
37th Senate District to
create Valentine cards
for residents of nursing
homes and assisted-liv-
ing facilities.

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

815-732-6851

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Public

Kitchen closed Tue.

Public

is VFW EVENTS is

|
WeICOME™ \ 1, jqy Lighting @ 5:30pm

Welcomel

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm
Fridays @ 7pm 1* Fridays, Karaoke, Live music
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners
We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

)

J]

Gaming

05132024

“Our senior citizens
are incredibly import-
ant, and we’re kicking
off this event with the
hope of strong support
from constituents across
the district to help put a
smile on the faces of our
senior citizens this Val-
entine’s Day,” Senator
Arellano, Jr. said.

Senator Arellano, Jr
invites students, scout
troops, churches, and
other organizations to
participate by purchas-
ing or designing cards
that then will be deliv-
ered by him and his team
tonursing homes, assist-
ed-living, and long-term
care facilities through-
out the district.

Cards can be dropped
off or mailed to Senator
Arellano, Jr’s District
Office at 86 S. Galena
Ave., Suite 2, Dixon, IL
61021. If delivering in
person, please contact
Nancy Naylor at 779-
251-5003.
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LOCAL NEWS

Green speaks at Oregon Lions meeting
On Jan. 23, Elizabeth Green, director of the Oregon Public Library, was the
Oregon Lions Club special speaker. Ms. Green shared many of the resources the
library offers. Some of those resources include passports, public computers,
DVDs, audio books, puzzles and games as well as several digital offerings. The
library also hosts several groups including children’s story hour, weekly fitness,
crochet club, writers group, card club and a true crime book club. Pictured with
Green is Club President Tom Champley (left) and Lion Grant Afflerbaugh (right).

(Courtesy photo)

Sinnissippi Centers announces
2025 College Scholarship Program

DIXON — Sinnissippi
Centers will once again
offer up to four $1,000.00
college scholarships for
individuals seeking a
career in the human ser-
vices field. Information
has been shared now with
high school counseling
staff in Bureau, Carroll,
Lee, Ogle, Stephenson,
and Whiteside Counties.

“Our College Scholar-
ship Program is available
exclusively to those who
seek education in human
services (social work,
psychology, sociology, or
other human services spe-
cialties),” DeAnne White,
Sinnissippi Centers’ VP
and chief administrative
officer, said. “Itrecognizes
and rewards high school
seniors on the path to
higher education with a
$1,000 scholarship to use
towards a full-time or
part-time course of study.”

Sinnissippi Centers
will award up to four
$1,000 scholarships in

2025.

Scholarship applicants
need to meet the following
requirements: Be a 2025
graduating northwest Il-
linois area high school
senior and plan to enroll,
beginning the fall 0f2025,
in a full-time or part-time
course of study at an ac-
credited two or four-year
university in Illinois with
the declared major being
one that falls within the
human services field.

Candidates will need to
submit: Their completed
application; a high school
transcript — with a min-
imum cumulative GPA
of 2.5 required; a written
essay regarding “What A
Career in Human Services
Means to Me;” and a letter
of recommendation from
one school counselor,
teacher, or other school
official.

Completed applica-
tions received on or before
the March 14,2025, dead-
line will be considered

by a panel comprised
of Sinnissippi Centers
employees and manage-
ment. Applications will
be assessed on academic
achievement, a letter of
recommendation, and an
essay. The essay and letter
of recommendation will
be assessed on spirit, con-
tent, and quality. Course
selection and GPA will
be the basis for academic
achievement consider-
ation.

A downloadable ap-
plication is available on
Sinnissippi’s website at
www.sinnissippi.org/
scholarships.

Funding for this schol-
arship program is provid-
ed, inpart, by donations to
Sinnissippi Centers.

For more information
contact call Sinnissippi
Centers at 815-284-6611
and ask for the Admin-
istration Department and
mention the Human Ser-
vices Scholarship Pro-
gram.

Meridian 223 to host Kindergarten Kickoff

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Families liv-
ing within the Meridian
CUSD #223 school dis-
trict who have children
who will be five by Sept.
1, 2025 are invited to
register for Kindergarten
Kickoff for the 2025-2026
school year at Highland
Elementary School. This
night is designed to help
provide a smooth transi-
tion into school for our

future students and their
parents. Students will
participate in a series of
group and individual activ-
ities, and parents will have
the opportunity to attend
informational sessions
regarding the school and
preparing their children
for success.

The event will be held
on two nights in March
at Highland Elementary
School, 410 S. Hickory St.

Stillman Valley.

Families with lastnames
beginning with letters A
through L will attend Tues-
day, March 18 from 5:30-7
p-m. and families with last
names beginning with
letters M through Z will
attend Thursday, March 20
from 5:30-7 p.m.

Please contactthe High-
land school office at 815-
645-2230 to RSVP by
March 7.

Local UW-Stevens Point undergraduates
honored for scholastic achievement

STEVENS POINT,
Wis. — The University
of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point honored more than
2,600 undergraduate
students for attaining
high grade point aver-
ages during the fall se-
mester of the 2024-2025
academic year.

Local students who
received honors include:

Forreston: Aar-

on Anderson, Hon-
ors. Montanna
Heinz, High Honors.
Stillman Valley: Mat-
thew Meyer, Hon-
ors. Jack Orlando,
Highest Honors. Cullen
White, High Honors.
Full-time undergrad-
uates who earned grade
points 0f3.90t0 4.0 (4.0
equals straight A) are
given the highest honors

designation. High honor
citations go to those with
grade point averages
from 3.75 to 3.89 and
honor recognition is
accorded to those with
grade point averages
from 3.50 to 3.74.
Personalized cer-
tificates of scholastic
achievement are sent to
those who earned high-
est honors distinction.

First Fridays Open Mic is Feb. 7

OREGON — The
First Fridays Open Mic
presents its monthly show
at the Oregon VFW on
Friday, Feb. 7. This in-
door event attracts many
talented performers, but
musicians and singers of
all skill levels find accep-
tance from its supportive
audience.

The show starts at 6:30
p-m. Admission is free,
although a jar is available
for donations. Performers
can sign up for time slots
on afirst-come-first-serve
basis, so it’s best to arrive
by 6 p.m. or earlier. In-
terested parties who have
questions can contact Jer-
ry Tice, at 815-449-2660.

The VFW is located at
1310 W. Washington St. in
Oregon. [tprovides ample
parking, along with the
availability of arestaurant
and bar within the build-
ing. A fish fry runs from
4-8 p.m.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Lance Coffin, a solo guitarist and singer performing
country and popular ballads, is a recent addition to
First Fridays.

Benefit for family of Chana man is March 1

ROCHELLE — A
benefit for the family of a
Chana man that recently
passed away in anaccident
with a train in Chana is
scheduled for Saturday,
March 1 from noon to 2
p.m.atRochelle VFW Post
3878 at 318 4" Ave.

The benefit for Tyler’s
family will include one big
auctionitem,a 50/50raffle,
a bake sale, and a silent/
ticketauction. Tylerleft be-
hind awifeand three young
kids. All funds raised will
go to help the family after
the unexpected loss.

“We are helping be-
cause this is devastating
loss and we are friends of
the family,” Josalyn Fode
said. “Our goal is to give
them time to grieve with
little as financial pressure
as possible.”

N

(COURTESY PHOTO)
The benefit for Tyler’s family will include one big
auction item, a 50/50 raffle, a bake sale, and a silent/
ticket auction.

THE ALLEN J. LYNCH MEDAL OF
= HONOR VETER ANS FOUNDATION

PRESENTS:

“AN HONORABLE NIGHT OUT”

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 2ND HONORABLE NIGHT OUT WITH MEDAL
OF HONOR RECIPIENT ALLEN ] LYNCH AND FRIENDS.
TICKET INCLUDES: OPEN BAR, DINNER, SILENT AUCTION ITEMS, AND

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GUEST SPEAKER:

WINNEBAGO COUNTY SHERIFF, GARY CARUANA

TO GET YOUR TICKETS AND
ADDITIONAL EVENT DETAILS SCAN
THIS CODE OR VISIT

WWW.AJLYNCHFOUNDATION.ORG

DATE & TIME
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY
2IST, 2025
5:00 = 9:00 PM
SEMI FORMAL EVENT
(COAT & TIE)

LOCATION
HOFFMAN HOUSE
ROCKFORD, IL
7550 E. STATE ST
ROCKFORD, IL
315-397-5800

TICKETS ARE $225 EACH
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* On Feb. 17, 1998,
the United States defeated
Canada by 3-1 to take
home the gold medal in
the first women’s hockey
tournamentheld atthe Win-
ter Olympics, in Nagano,
Japan.

* On Feb. 18, 2003,
Kim Daehan ignited a gas-
oline-filled containerinside
a subway train in Daegu,
South Korea. The resulting
blaze engulfed the six-car
train and spread to another
that pulled into the station

minutes later, killing 198
people and injuring nearly
150 more. Daehan later
confessedtopolicethathe’d
wanted to commit suicide
and chose a crowded place
to do so because he didn’t
wish to die alone.

* On Feb. 22, 20006, a
gang of at least six men,
some armed, made off with
53 million pounds from
the Securitas bank depot in
Kent, Great Britain -- the
largest such theft in British
history.

Engaging with your
state government

HE 104th General
Assembly is now
in session, and in

the coming weeks, thou-
sands ofbills will be filed in
both the Illinois Senate and
House of Representatives.
These bills will shape the
future of our state, with
many reaching the floor for
votes after being reviewed
in committees. In a state
where legislation often fa-
vors special interest groups
over everyday citizens, it’s
more important than ever
for residents to stay en-
gaged and informed about
the issues that matter most.
Here are several ways
you can be proactive in
staying informed and en-
suring your voice is heard
in Springfield:
Gettoknowyourlegisla-
tors: Every Illinois resident
is represented by both a
State Senator and a State
Representative. To easily
find out who represents
you, the Illinois Policy
Institute has a user-friendly
“Find Your Legislator” tool
(available at ilinoispolicy.
org/maps). This interactive
toolusesyour streetaddress
to identify your elected of-
ficials at both the state and
national levels.
Bookmark your leg-
islators’ websites: Each
[llinois legislator maintains
their own legislative web-
site, which is a valuable
resource. On these sites,
you can learn about their
background, interests, and
reasons for seeking office.
You can also access a list
of the bills they sponsor
or co-sponsor, check their
committee memberships,
and find information about
upcoming community
events in your area. These
sites also provide links for
subscribing to newsletters
and contact forms for sub-
mitting feedback on bills.
My website can be found
at SenatorChesney.com.
Follow legislators on
social media: Social media
platforms like Facebook,
Instagram, and X offer a
less formal, more personal
glimpse into the daily work
of your legislators. By fol-
lowing their accounts, you
can stay updated on events
they attend, initiatives
they’re working on, and
how they are advocating
for their constituents both
inside and outside the leg-
islature.

Become familiar

with ilga.gov: The ilga.
gov website is a one-stop
shop fortrackinglegislative
activity. It provides access
to contact information for
all Illinois legislators, ses-
sion calendars, committee
schedules, andbill tracking.
If you want to follow a
specific bill’s progress or
learn more about the legis-
lative process, ilga.govisan
invaluable resource.

Watch committee hear-
ings and floor action: You
can also stay engaged
by watching committee
hearings and floor action
in real-time. If a bill you
care about is scheduled for
a hearing, you can listen to
committee testimony and
see how members vote.
Similarly, whenabillreach-
es the floor of the Senate
or House, audio and video
linksare available foryouto
watch the live session. This
transparency helps youstay
informed onkey legislative
developments.

File witness slips to
express your opinion: A
powerful tool for engaging
with the legislative pro-
cess is filing witness slips
when a bill is scheduled
for a committee hearing.
Witness slips allow you to
express support or opposi-
tion to a bill, and they are
read into the record during
committee hearings. The
number of witness slips
filed is taken seriously
by legislators, so it’s im-
portant to take advantage
of this opportunity. I’ve
providedavideo tutorial on
my website at the bottom
of the homepage under
“Quick Links,” to guide
you through the process.

The democratic process
is most effective when cit-
izens actively participate.
As the 2025 legislative
session progresses, it’s cru-
cialtotrack keybills, share
your opinions, and engage
with your elected officials.
By staying informed and
involved, you ensure that
yourvoiceis heard and that
your concerns are included
in policy discussions.

Your engagement is vi-
tal in shaping the future of
Illinois. Make your voice
count, stay proactive, and
hold your legislators ac-
countable for the decisions
they make on your behalf.

Andrew Chesney
(R-Freeport) is the Illinois
state senator for the 45"
District.

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publi-
cation, but the use of any material is at the discretion of
management. All letters must be signed or they will not
be considered for publication. During election times, no

letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will
be considered for publication. Editing may be necessary
for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas

will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and

refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks. Criticism of
individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully
will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be
published in the order that they are received, unless there
is a time factor involved, space permitting.

Applications open for specialty crops program

PPLICA-
TIONS arenow
open for US-

DA’s new $2 billion Mar-
keting Assistance for
Specialty Crops (MASC)
program. This initiative,
administered by the Farm
Service Agency (FSA),
aims to help specialty
crop producers manage
heightened marketing
costs and expand both
current and new markets.
However, the program’s
structure does not require
funds to be directed
toward marketing-specific
activities, functioning
instead as general financial
assistance for specialty
crop farmers.
Specialty crops
including fruits,
vegetables, tree nuts,
nursery crops, and herbs
— are a vital part of
American agriculture.
These crops not only
provide nutritious food
that families worldwide
depend on for a balanced
diet; through ornamental
plants they also enrich
living spaces and enhance
the overall quality of life,
making them integral
to both health and well-
being. In the US over
239,000 specialty crop
farms produced more than
$115billion in agriculture
sales, supporting millions
ofjobs and generating bil-
lions more in downstream
economic activity.
Despite their signifi-
cance, the farmers who
grow specialty crops face
unique challenges that
set them apart from other
commodity producers.
These crops are highly
perishable and prone to
damage, necessitating
specialized equipment
for harvesting, handling,
storage and transporta-
tion. In many cases, the
delicate nature of these
crops requires significant
manual labor, as auto-
mation options remain
limited compared to other
agricultural sectors. Ac-
cording to the most recent
Agricultural Resource
Management Survey, the
average specialty crop
farm spent over $142,000
on labor — an astounding
553% higher than the
$22,000 labor expenditure
reported by the average
farm operation across all
commodities. USDA data
further highlights that
labor alone accounts for
nearly 45% of specialty
crop operations’ variable
costs, far exceeding the
9% average for other farm-

ing sectors. Additionally,
specialty crop producers
spend more on repairs
and machine hire — 50%
and 232% higher, respec-
tively — due to the highly
specialized equipment
required to manage these
high-value crops. On top
of this, elevated prices
and regulatory barriers
for specialty fertilizer and
pesticide products add
to the financial burden.
These cost dynamics,
compounded by frequent-
ly burdensome state regu-
latory systems and fewer
risk management options,
often place U.S. specialty
crop producers at a price
disadvantage compared
to their foreign-produced
counterparts.

USDA intends for
the MASC program to
support specialty crop
farmers in overcoming
these challenges, with
the added benefit of pro-
moting domestic fruit and
vegetable consumption.
MASC is funded by the
Commodity Credit Cor-
poration, whose charter
under Section 5(e) grants
USDA broad authority to
stabilize agricultural mar-
kets and incomes through
financial assistance, mar-
keting initiatives
and other strate-
gic interventions.
While MASC is
described as pro-
viding relief to-
ward marketing
expenses, the pro-
gram does not po-
lice whether funds
allocated to farm-
ers are spent specifically
on marketing activities,
functioning instead as
general financial support
for specialty crop farmers.

To participate in
MASC, producers must:

Be actively farming
specialty crops for sale
in 2025.

Certify, through docu-
mentation, their sales for
either 2023 or 2024 (or
project 2025 sales if they
are new producers).

Complete and submit
required documentation,
including forms such
as FSA-1140 and AD-
1026.(Farmers applying
for MASC must follow
rules that protect highly
erodible land and wet-
lands, which means they
need to use “good farming
practices” to qualify for
the program.)

Eligible specialty crops
include fruits, vegetables,
tree nuts, nursery crops,
honey, floriculture, hops,

maple sap, tea, spices,
herbs, Christmas trees,
floriculture, turfgrass,
mushrooms, vegetable
seed and grass seed. Val-
ue-added products and
non-specialty crops such
as grains and forage are
excluded.

Payments are capped
at $125,000 per producer,
andifdemand exceeds the
allocated $2 billion, pay-
ments may be prorated.
Final payment factors will
be determined after the
application period closes.

MASC payments are
based on the producer’s
eligible sales from 2023
or 2024, or projected
sales for 2025 for new
producers. Eligible sales
include only sales of com-
mercially marketed raw
specialty crops grown in
the United States by the
farmer. The portion of
sales derived from adding
value to a specialty crop,
such as sorting, process-
ing or packaging, is not
included in a producer’s
eligible sales. For ex-
ample, the eligible sales
for a farmer who grows
cucumbers and sells raw
cucumbers and pickles at
a local market would be
the sales of raw cucumbers
sold at the market
plus the raw value
of the cucumbers
used in the pickles
- not the value of
pickles sold. The
raw value would
also be the val-
ue of the crop at
the packinghouse
door — before it is
processed and packaged
for the grocery store. Total
sales will also include crop
insurance indemnities
and payments from the
Noninsured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program
(NAP).

USDAhas provided the
option to use marketing
years 2023 or 2024 as the
basis for 2025 sales calcu-
lations, offering farmers
greater flexibility, par-
ticularly those who may
have faced reduced sales
due to natural disasters,
pests or other unforeseen
challenges.

MASC payments are
calculated based on a
tiered system that di-
vides reported specialty
crop sales into five sales
ranges. Each range has a
corresponding payment
factor, with smaller farms
receiving larger payment
percentages. This is in-
tended toreflect the higher
variable costs smaller

Ron
Kern

farms facerelative to their
sales, as they lack the
economies of scale that
reduce costs for larger op-
erations. Payment factors
decrease progressively
for higher sales ranges but
are applied incremental-
ly, similar to income tax
brackets.

USDA imposes sev-
eral payment limitations
within the MASC pro-
gram. Producers with an
average gross income
exceeding $900,000 for
the years 2021, 2022
and 2023 are not eligible
for payments unless at
least 75% of their AGI
is derived from farming,
ranching or forestry op-
erations. Additionally,
MASC payments are
capped at $125,000 per
person or legal entity.
Payments to legal entities
are attributed to individ-
ual members based on
their ownership shares,
with reductions applied
proportionally for mem-
bers who are ineligible
due to AGI limits or other
criteria. Payments made
to Indian tribes or tribal
organizations are exempt
from the $125,000 pay-
ment cap. The following
graph illustrates example
MASC payments based
on USDA’s application
estimations, using ran-
domly selected specialty
crop sales values. These
calculations assume all
producers meet the pro-
gram’s eligibility re-
quirements, including the
75% AGI farm income
threshold.

Applications, includ-
ing required forms and
documentation by farm-
ers should complete the
following steps:

Submit Form FSA-
1140 (Marketing Assis-
tance for Specialty Crops
Application).

Certify sales for 2023
or2024, orprojected 2025
sales with supporting
documentation ifthey are
new producers.

Ensure all required
forms, such as AD-
2047 and CCC-902, are
on file with FSA.

Producers can contact
their local FSA office for
assistance or visit US-
DA’s MASC webpage for
additional resources.

“Knowledge is know-
ing thata tomato is a fruit.
Wisdom is knowing not
to put it in a fruit salad.”
-Brian O’Driscoll

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau.

Managing your every day stresses and anxieties

VERYBODY
deals with stress
and anxiety, how-

everthekeyistoknow what
to do when your stressed
out. It is not always easy
to keep your feelings from
getting the best of you.

With this in mind, here
are seven tips that a person
can use to help manage
their daily stresses and
anxieties before they getout
of control.

1. Get all of the facts of
the situation: Gathering the
facts of a certain event can
prevent us from relying on
exaggerated and fearful
assumptions. By focusing
on the facts, a person can
rely on what is reality and
what is not. Most impor-
tantly, do not focus on your
fearful thoughts when your
stressed out.

2. Take a break: Some-
times, we get stressed out
wheneverythinghappensall
atonce. When this happens,
aperson should take a deep

breath and try to find some-
thingto do fora few minutes
to get their mind off of the
problem. A person could
take a walk, listen to some
music, read the newspaper,
or do an activity that will
give them a fresh perspec-
tive on things.

3.Carryasmallnotebook
of positive statements with
you: Another technique that
is very helpful in managing
fear is to have a small note-
book of positive statements
that makes you feel good.
Whenever you come across
an affirmation that relaxes
you, write itdown inasmall
notebook that you can carry
around with you in your
pocket. Whenever you feel
depressed, open up your
small notebook and read
those statements.

4. You can’t predict the
future: While the conse-
quences of a particular fear
may seem real, there are
usually other factors that
cannot be anticipated and

can affect the results of
any situation. We may be
ninety-nine percent correct
in predicting the future, but
all it takes is for that one
percent to make a world of
difference.

5. Challenge your nega-
tive thinking with positive
statements and realistic
thinking: When encounter-
ing thoughts that make you
fearful or depressed, chal-
lengethose thoughtsby ask-
ing yourself questions that
willmaintainobjectivity and
commonsense. Focusonthe
reality of your situation and
not on your thoughts. Your
fearful thoughts can make
things worse so try to focus
onsomethingpositive when
you get anxious.

6. Divide your activities
into separate steps: When
facing a current or upcom-
ing task that overwhelms
you with a lot of anxiety,
divide the task into a se-
ries of smaller steps and
then complete each of the

smaller tasks one step at
a time. Completing these
smalleractivities willmake
the stress more manageable
and increases your chances
of success.

7. Take advantage of
the help that is available
around you: There are
many individualswhohave
been expertly trained in the
field of psychology to help
you find ways to manage
fear and anxiety. Seek out
someone whom you trust
to provide sound advice
and guidance. This same
professional can also help
you create an action plan
for dealing with your fears
and anxieties in the future.

Stan Popovich is the
author of “A Layman's
Guide to Managing Fear”
which covers a variety
of techniques that can
drastically improve your
mental health. For more
information, please Visit
Stan’s website at http://
www.managingfear.com
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Byron K of C Council donates to OCEC,
Byron Special Olympics, VOP

On Jan. 10 at the Byron Special Olympics 226 and
Ogle County Educational Cooperative basketball
game, St. Mary'’s Knights of Columbus Council 4739
presented checks in the amount of $2,200 to Byron
Special Olympics, Ogle County Education
Cooperative and The Village of Progress. Shown in
the first picture is Fr. Rich Rosinski of St Mary’s, PGK
Rick Pell, Byron Special Olympics basketball player
Tyler Druien, BHS Work Program Coordinator Caryn
Hoover, and PGK Ron Harvey. Shown in the second
picture is Pell, OCEC basketball player Alex Linquest,
Rosinski, OCEC’s Tabitha Thomas, and Harvey. Shown
in the third picture is Pell, Mark Probasco of the
Village of Progress, and Harvey. (Courtesy photos)
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VOP Foundation Scholarship
applications now open

OREGON — The
Village of Progress Foun-
dation will offer two
scholarships in 2025.

The first scholarship in
the amount of $1,000 is
made possible through a
joint effort between The
Larry Young & Friends
Charities and The Village
of Progress Foundation.
Larry Young & Friends
Charities partner with
The Village of Progress
Foundation every year to
help make our annual golf
outing a success. Larry
Young also serves on the
foundation’s board of
directors.

Oursecond scholarship
in the amount of $1,000
is made possible through
the generosity of the
Cacciatore Family. The
Cacciatore’s have been
long time supporters of
the Village. Wanda served
on the Village of Progress
Board of Directors for 10
years beginning in 1988.
She has served on the
foundation’s board for
almost 30 years.

The scholarship hon-
ors her husband, Pete,
who was also an enthu-

siastic supporter of the
Village. Pete passed away
inthe fall 02014, leaving
behind a legacy of com-
mitment to the Village and
its mission.

Tobe eligible for either
scholarship, the student
must: Be a resident of
Ogle County, and be ei-
ther a high school senior
who is disabled or is plan-
ning on attending college
and majoring in an area
related to the disabled, or
afull-time undergraduate
college student who is
disabled or is majoring
in an area related to the
disabled.

Applications must be
received by March 15,

2025, be completed on
the foundation applica-
tion form, and include
at least two written ref-
erences. The financial
status of the applicant is
notaconsideration. Those
wishing an application
are encouraged to call
the Village of Progress
at 815-732-2126 or go

(Courtesy photo)

FVSD 221 celebrates Bus Driver Appreciation Week
Forrestville Valley School District 221 will celebrate its bus drivers during Bus Driver Appreciation Week
Feb. 3-7. The drivers will be acknowledged every day with a special treat from administration, athletic
departments, kitchen staff. and the Forreston Grade Schools PTO along with many students. The Forrestville
Valley School District 221 bus drivers take very special care in delivering the students safely to and from
school as well as the extracurricular activities. They are an extraordinary group and are appreciated very
much. Top row: Marsha Birkholz, Laura Hillman, Kirk Janicke, Mike Kortemeier, Erin Leibow, and Kristi Owens.
Middle row: John Mershon, Dan Miller, Alex Fry, Kelley Parks, Steve Metzger, and Kathy Bickford. Bottom row:
Brent Smith, Chet Strehlow, Joel Tuten, Heather Weaver (transportation director) and Glen Wichman.

to our website at www.
villageofprogress.organd
download a High School

or College application. MANCHESTER,

N.H. -- It is with great

Kobylecky makes
Lewis University
2024 Fall Dean’s List

ROMEOVILLE —
Just over 1,700 students
were honored on the Lewis
University Dean’s List for
the 2024 Fall Semester.
Among them was Ted Ko-
bylecky of Byron, studying
nursing at Lewis Univer-
sity Nursing and Health
Sciences.

To be eligible for this
honor, students must have
completed a minimum of
12 credit hours during the
semester with a grade point

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

1
-
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

pleasure that Southern
New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) con-
gratulates the following
students on being named
to the Fall 2024 Dean’s
List: Casondra Bailey of
Mt. Morris.

The fall terms run

average of at least 3.5 and
with no “D” or “F” grades.

P C ! Phil Antonini, Owner
@ Custom Carpentry SR
Military and
630 880-6760 etk

Exterior

Custom Outdoor Living
Space ° Decks ° Pergolas
* Gazebos ° Three Season
Rooms * And More!

Fully Insured and Bonded

Locally Owned!

Check out our GALLERY
at PCACustomcarpentry.com

_ LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON _

| Serving the Mendota &
£ FACEBOOK

Surrounding Areas

01192025

from September to De-
cember.

Full-time wunder-
graduate students who
have earned a minimum

grade-point average of
3.500to0 3.699 for the re-
porting term are named
to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved

Bailey named to SNHU Fall 2024 Dean’s List

by earning 12 credits
over each 16-week term
or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

02032025

Thursday, February 27th, 2025
4:30-7-00 PM
Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Stillman Valley
Adults: $12 ($10 in advance)
Children 5-12 $8 Under 5 Free

QN .
Proceeds to henefit
Local Community Groups
Mighty Meridian Leo’s

For Tickets Contact:

Al Unger 815-645-8956 | Karen Marsh 815-985-1587 | Marty Typer 815-142-1816

Stiliman Valley Lions Club

1%

77 3 S
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON — On Jan.
20 at approximately 9:42
p.m. deputies conducted
a traffic stop in the 6,000
block of West Lowell Park
Road. After a brief inves-
tigation, deputies arrested
IrisI. Estrada, 30, of Dixon
for driving while license
revoked. Additionally,
Estradawas given a verbal
warning for equipment
violations. Estrada was
issued a notice to appear
with a future court date.

On Jan. 22 at approxi-
mately 10:19 a.m. deputies
responded to a two-vehi-
cle accident with multiple
injuries at the intersection
of Illinois Route 64 and
Freeport Road. Upon
arrival, deputies learned
that a black 2019 Toyota
Camry, driven by Breydan
Lowery, 19, of Rochelle,
was traveling westbound
on Illinois Route 64 while
approaching the Freeport
Road intersection. Free-
port Road is a stop inter-
section with stop signs on
thenorth and south sides of
the intersection. A white
2024 Ford Transit van,
driven by Chad Harsen,

45, of South Beloit, was
traveling southbound on
Freeport Road and trav-
eling through the stop
intersection without stop-
ping before striking the
Toyota on the passenger
side. Both vehicles con-
tinued into the southwest
ditch before coming to
rest. The Ford van sus-
tained heavy front-end
damage, and the Toyota
sustained heavy damage
to all sides of the vehicle.
Polo EMS transported
Lowery to OSF Saint
Katharine Hospital in
Dixon for minor injuries.
Lanark EMS transported
Harsen to CGH Hospital
for non-life-threatening
injuries. The front seat
passenger in the Toyota,
Trey Taft, 19, of Rochelle,
was transported to KSB
Hospital by Forreston
EMS for non-life-threat-
ening injuries. Mt. Morris
EMS transported a rear
passenger in the Toyota, a
17-year-old male juvenile
of Creston, to CGH Hos-
pital for life-threatening
injuries. OSF Life Flight
helicopteralso transported

another rear passenger in
the Toyota, a 17-year-old
male juvenile of Rochelle
to OSF Saint Anthony’s
Hospital. Polo Police
Department helped assist
with the accident. The
accident remains under
investigation.

On Jan. 24 at approxi-
mately 11:34 p.m. depu-
ties initiated a traffic stop
in the 300 block of Madi-
son Street, Oregon. After
an investigation, depu-
ties arrested Ulises O.
Moreno-Martinez, 28,
of Rochelle, for an out-
standing Ogle County
warrant. Moreno-Marti-
nez was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he
was held in lieu of bond.

OnlJan.25at12:32p.m.
Ogle County Sherift’s Of-
fice deputies responded to
the intersection of East I1-
linois Route 38 and South
Mulford Road for a crash
involving two vehicles
and minor injuries. Upon
arrival, it was determined
that Marco Hernandez
Mandujuano, 31, was
drivinga2012 Nissan Sen-
tra southbound on South

DIRECTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVICGES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

1001 Pines Rd, Suite A, Oregon

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

Senior

itizens Services

Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center

Polo Senior Center

Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services

Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance

Veteran’s Crisis Line

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

732-1301

unt

815-222-8869

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499

Mulford Road. The Nissan
failed to stop at the stop
sign on Mulford Road and
struck a 2017 Chevrolet
truck that was westbound
on Illinois Route 38 in
the side. Both vehicles
had to be towed from the
scene. Hernandez Man-
dujuano and the driver of
the truck, Patrick Board,
64, of Rochelle were
taken by Rochelle Fire
Department ambulance to
the Rochelle Hospital for
minorinjuries. Hernandez
Mandujuano, of Rochelle,
was cited for drivingunder
the influence, no driver’s
license, no insurance, and
disregarding a stop sign.
He was released with
a court date in Oregon.
The Sheriff’s Office was
assisted by Illinois State
Police, Rochelle Police,
Rochelle Fire and Creston
Fire Departments.

On Jan. 25 at approxi-
mately 1:57 a.m. deputies
were dispatched to the
400 block of Errett Road
in Hillcrest for the report
of a disturbance. After an
investigation, Amber L.
Dodson, 32, of Stillman

Valley, was placed under
arrest for driving under the
influence ofalcohol. Dod-
son was also cited forille-
gal parking in the roadway.
Kenneth R. Murray, 46, of
Rochelle, was also placed
under arrest for possession
of a controlled substance.
Both Dodson and Murray
were transported to the
Ogle County Jail before
being released on notices
to appear. Deputies were
assisted at the scene by
Rochelle Fire and EMS.

On Jan. 25 at approx-
imately 10:52 p.m. dep-
uties responded to 11135
E. Fisher Road for reports
ofadomestic disturbance.
Afterabriefinvestigation,
Lindsey A. White, 33, of
Rochelle, was arrested
for aggravated domestic
battery. White was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where she was held
pending an appearance
before a judge.

On Jan. 27 at approxi-
mately 8:44 p.m. deputies
responded to a single-ve-
hicle rollover crash in the
3,000 block of North Me-
ridian Road. A preliminary

investigation determined
that a southbound vehicle
was traveling at a high
rate of speed when it lost
control and entered the
east ditch. The vehicle
then overturned multiple
times. The driver of the
vehicle was identified as
Isaac Hindenburg, 18, of
Stillman Valley. The pas-
sengersinthe vehicle were
identified as Draven Shep-
ard of Stillman Valley, lan
Morales of Rockford, and
Michael Little of Davis
Junction. All occupants
sustained suspected non
life-threatening injuries
and were transported to
area hospitals. Hinden-
burg was issued citation
forspeeding 35+ miles per
hour over the speed limit,
reckless driving, improper
lane usage, and failure
to reduce speed to avoid
an accident. Hindenburg
was released on a notice
to appear. Deputies were
assisted by Stillman Fire/
EMS, LSR EMS, and
Byron EMS.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

Sinnissippi Centers: Youth mental
health crisis continues to grow

DIXON — Concerns
about youth struggling
with depression and anxiety
became more pronounced
during the COVID-19
pandemic. While greater
awareness of mental health
emerged during the pan-
demic, the fact remains that
the rate of mental health
needs for children and teens
hasbeensteadilyrising since
the early 21st century.

Between2012and 2018,
there was a 34.6% increase
in the occurrence of mental
health diagnoses among
children ages 4-17, accord-
ingto the National Institutes
of Health. The Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) estimates
that between 13% and
29% of American children
ages 3-17 currently have a
diagnosable mental health
condition. Emergencyroom
visits for pediatric mental
health increased 55% be-
tween2012and 2016, while
hospitalizations for mood
disorders among juveniles
increased 80% between
1997 and 2010.

“Even as funding for
mental health increased
during COVID-19, so did
the demand for services.
Fundingandresourceshave
historically lagged behind
the demand for decades,”
says Gloria Martin, Sin-
nissippi Centers’ director
of Child and Adolescent
Services. “Mental Health
America ranks Illinois 29th
in the country in mental
health workforce availabil-
ity, and the Kaiser Family
Foundation estimates that
only 23.3% of Illinois res-
idents’ mental health needs
can be met with the existing
workforce.”

According to a report
issued by a statewide task

force, Illinois was identified
as “in crisis” well before
the COVID-19 pandemic.
A heartbreaking trend is
that suicide is now the
second leading cause of
deathamong teenagers ages
15-19.

“Many factors contribute
to this urgent need,” Martin
said. “Foremost is the nega-
tive impact of social media,
which does not get enough
attention. Online bullying
and unrealistic standards
create immense pressure
on adolescents. Academic
pressures and fear of school
shootings add to chronic
stress levels. Social and
environmental stressors,
such as poverty, abuse, and
climate change, also impact
mental health. Biological
factors, such as puberty and
brain development, affect
emotional control and judg-
ment. Sadly, the pandemic
worsened overall mental
health issues for youth due
to social isolation and the
loss of caregivers affecting
youth far into the future.”

Rural areas experience
even greater barriers to
obtaining mental health
treatment for youth.

“Accessibility, afford-
ability, availability, and
acceptability are more
pronounced challenges in
rural areas,” Martin said.
“To reduce these barriers,
Sinnissippi Centers began
partnering withareaschools
in 2015 to place SCI staff
on-site to provide mental
health services.”

With parental consent
and in collaboration with
school staff, youth are en-
rolledas Sinnissippi Centers
clients. Depending on indi-
vidual needs, students may
receive assessments, thera-
py,andmedicationmonitor-

ing, ifneeded, onsite in their
school setting. Parents are
actively engaged through
phone, video, in-person, and
after-school contacts.

“Thismodel has evolved
over the past 10 years in
close collaboration with our
schools to provide greater
accessibility and reduce
time out of school,” Martin
said.

Beginning in 2015 with
onsite services in three
schools, the Sinnissippi
Centers school-based men-
tal health program has
grown substantially. As
of December 2024, 635
youthwerereceivingmental
healthservices onsiteintheir
schools by Sinnissippi staff
at 42 schools across five
counties. In addition to pro-
viding onsite school-based
services, staff also offer ser-
vices after school, in person
or virtually, during breaks,
and over the summer.

Studiesreferenced by the
National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) show that
youth with emotional or
behavioral problems often
experience treatmentdelays
of four years. For example,
a youth identified in sec-
ond grade with behavioral
or mental health concerns
may not be linked to offsite
services until sixth grade.
This delay can profoundly
affect social, emotional,
and academic performance.
Youth provided withschool-
based services at a younger
agearemore likelytoseethe
severity ofissuesreduced or
resolved, promoting greater
academicandsocial success
in school.

“Sinnissippi is proud
to help hundreds of youth
eachyearbecomemore suc-
cessful students and happier
individuals,” Martin said.

Locals named for UA Dean’s,
President’s Lists for Fall 2024 Term

TUSCALOOSA, Ala.
— A total of 14,631 stu-
dents enrolled during Fall
semester 2024 at The
University of Alabama
were named to the dean’s
list with an academic re-
cord of 3.5 (or above) or

the president’s list with
an academic record of 4.0
(all A’s).

Local studentsinclude:

Madison Gentz of By-
ron was named to the
Dean’s List.

Fynn Remhofof Byron

was named to the Presi-
dent’s List.

Ellie Collins of Oregon
was named to the Dean’s
List.

Rebekah Zeigler of
Polo was named to the
President’s List.

Davis Junction’s Mcavoy named
to UMGC Dean’s List

ADELPHI, M.D. —
Morethan 16,000 Univer-
sity of Maryland Global
Campus students were
named to the Dean’s List
for the fall 2024 term. To

be eligible for the honor,
astudent mustcomplete at
least six credits during the
term, earned a grade point
average of at least 3.5 for
the term, and maintained

a cumulative GPA of 3.5
at UMGC.

The following local
students were named to
the Dean’s List: James
Mcavoy, Davis Junction.
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HOSPITAL: RCH Convenient Care staff detalls rise in patient populatlon

From page 1

“You should be as-
sessed by a nurse practi-
tioner to see if you need
any treatment. We do take
care of notes for work and
school.”

RCH did implement
visitor restrictions for the
month of January due to
the increase of respiratory
illness in the area, and in
an effort to better care for
all patients, visitors, and
employees. Restrictions
included no one under the
age of 16 beingallowed to
visit patients, two visitors
per patient at a time on
the medical/surgical floor,
and one visitor per patient
atatime in the emergency
rooms and waiting areas.
The hospital also asked
anyone experiencing any
respiratory symptoms to
wear a face mask upon
entering the premises.

RCH Manager of Out-
patient Services Tracey
Busby said the increase
in illness and demand for
Convenient Care “puts a
significant stress” on the
hospital.

“Because not only are
the frontline workers re-
sponsible for assessing,
treating, discharging and
doing education for those
patients, our ancillary
services frequently are

involved in that,” Busby
said. “Yousee anincrease
in X-ray, laboratory and
respiratory treatments. It
cascades down to a lot of
the other services that the
hospital provides. It’s not
justpatients being seen by
a provider.”

RCH hasreached daily
capacity at Convenient
Care more this year at this
point than it did last year
at this point. Because of
the high volumes and long
waittimes, there is a daily
capacity on the number of
patientsitcanseeinaday.

Congrave Rude re-
minded patients that they
can save their spot in
line at Convenient Care
by using RCH’s online
platform. She expects
Convenient Care to con-
tinue to be busier through
April or May.

The RCH family nurse
practitioner also said she
believes the hospital is
seeing more flu cases
than it has in recent
years, which changes
periodically throughout
the years. She and Bus-
by advised community
members to stay healthy
and control spread of ill-
ness by washing hands,
covering coughs, staying
home from school or work
if sick, wearing a mask if
sick, staying up to date

/ﬂ\
R¢helle

Community Hospital

€ MAIN ENTRANCE
€ CONVENIENT CARE
2> VISITOR & PATIENT PARKING

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

RCH has reached daily capacity at Convenient Care more this year at this point than it did last year at this
point. Because of the high volumes and long wait times, there is a daily capacity on the number of patients it

can see in a day.

with vaccinations, and
seeking out primary care
if needed to treat symp-
toms at home with over-
the-counter medicines.
Congrave Rude said
having RCH’s Conve-
nient Care department
is a “benefit to the com-
munity” that keeps pa-
tients from having to

drive somewhere else
like Rockford and having
to wait several hours at
another urgent care that
doesn’t know them. Over
the past six months in her
new position, she’s been
able to develop a rapport
with patients and their
families.

Busby said Convenient

Care meets the needs of
Rochelle’s demograph-
ics.

“I think if you look
at our community’s de-
mographics, we have a
significant elderly popu-
lation and it’s difficult for
them to get transportation
out of Rochelle and we
can really fit that need,”

Busby said. “And we’re
centrally located. We see a
lotoftruck drivers and oc-
cupational needs. I think
where we’re at just gives
people the opportunity
to get the care that they
need and not travel so far
or have to find transpor-
tation. Those things are
always barriers to care.”

“People are learning
about native plants and
we’re marketing some
of our programs for the
spring. We have a kids ac-
tivity and people seem to
be enjoying everything.”

The seed library has
also included gardening
programming for4-H kids
and adults.

“Thisis probably about
a year in planning, just
figuring out what we’d
like to highlight for the
seed library,” Capes said.
“We want to make sure
the seeds are the star of
the show, but we also
want to introduce people
who maybe don’t know

anything about gardening
to it and different things
they can do like winter
sowing and growing seeds
in amilk jug or arecycled
water bottle. There are all
different ways to plant a
garden.”

The library hopes to
see more growth in its
seed library and gardening
programs in the coming
year. The seed library
and programs are put on
through a partnership
between the library and
the Ogle County Master
Gardeners.

During 2025, the li-
brary and Master Gar-
deners will host programs
suchas Rookie Gardening,
a three-session basic gar-

dening 101 course where
people can plan their gar-
den plots and learn pest
and weed management
and fertilization. The li-
brary also hopes to partner
with the University of
[llinois Extension office
on a 10-week Healthy
Homegrown program,
which shows people how
to grow food and cook
with it. Both of those
programs would be free
and would not require a
library card.

“We hope that people
come and learn about our
seed library that we have
and all of our garden-
ing workshops we have
coming up for children
and adults in the spring

and the summer and just
to check out the library
in general while they’re
here,” Capes said. “We
like seeing people get
excited about gardening.
We like to see people
coming and using the
seed library. We like to
hear people’s successes
and maybe even their
failures of what they’ve
grown and what they
can donate back to the
library.”

Capes said the library
has enjoyed its partner-
ship with the Master Gar-
deners, whom she called
“amazing.” The group’s
members bring expertise
about everything from
planting to harvesting to

pestcontrol to fertilizing.
Tobecome an Ogle Coun-
ty Master Gardener, you
have to undergo training
and complete 60 volun-
teer hours as an intern
overtwo years. Then, you
do 10 hours of continuing
education each yearalong
with volunteer hours.
Jan. 25 saw warmer
weather after multiple
days of temperatures
near zero. Capes said that
made people start think-
ing more about spring
and gardening. The seed
library has seeds that
people can get started on
early and transplant as the
weather improves.
“We’re really hoping
that people are going to

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
The library hopes to see more growth in its seed library and gardening programs in the coming year. The seed library and programs are put on through a partnership
between the library and the Ogle County Master Gardeners.

SEED SWAP DAY: Gardening event held at Flagg-Rochelle Public Library

From page 1

get excited about the up-
coming growing season,”
Capes said. “We have the
seed library and we’ll be
doing our rookie garden-
ing program starting in
February. We’re bringing
the homegrown healthy
program in May to teach
people how to grow, har-
vest and use the things
that they plant. We have
our regular library pro-
grams going on all year
and we’re going to start
gearing up for summer
soon. We’re excited about
incorporating the master
gardeners, the 4-H clubs
and the community in
general to start utilizing
our resources here at the
library more.”

Locals named to Rock Valley College Honors Lists

ROCKFORD — The
following students have
earned recognition on
Rock Valley College’s
Fall 2024 President’s and
Dean’s Lists.

Students must have tak-
en at least 12 credit hours
during the semester to
qualify for the President’s
or Dean’s lists.

President’s List: Stu-
dents named to the Pres-
ident’s List achieved a
4.0 semester grade point
average.

Byron - Jason Edgar,
Ashlee Gorman, Claire
Henkel, Meredith Jones,
Hayden Larson, Brooklyn
Lee, Kathleen Murphy
Voiles, Ashton Palmgren,

and Andrea Simmons.

Davis Junction - Elea-
nor Bussan, Carter Den-
ton, Logan Freeman, Car-
lie Hoffman, Madeline
Smith, and Katherine
Youman.

Oregon - Amanda
Camlin.

Polo - Brianna Untiedt.

Stillman Val-

ley -Gwendolyn Baker,
Connor Dundas, Emily
Wythe, and Aaron Yock-
ey.

Dean’s List: Students
named to the Dean’s
List achieved at least a
3.25-semester grade point
average.

Byron - Mandie Chil-
dress, Audrey Eber-

sohl, Jaxson Field, Ki-
ley Jones, Brenna
Lemke, Madison Lind-
quist, Jaden Palzkill, Brin-
kli Panttila, Jacob Portin-
caso, Hailey Scheck,
Dylan Swan, Jacob Tid-
well, Xiomara Winkhart,
and Richard Wurster.
Davis Junction - En-
rique Arias, Elizabeth

Henderson, David Ken-
nedy, Landon Paff, Kallon
Mayberry, and Bethany
McReynolds.

Monroe Center - Alys-
sa Purvis.

Mt. Morris - Rylie
Robertson.

Oregon - Nola Ivy-Fr-
iberg and Olivia Stran-
berg.

Rochelle Community Hospital Auxiliary offers scholarships for students

ROCHELLE —
Scholarships are avail-
able through the Rochelle
Community Hospital
Auxiliary to area students
who are planning to pursue
careers in the healthcare

field. Five scholarships
are available in 2025
which include the Ward
A. and Mabel T. Miller
Scholarship.

The $1,500 scholar-
ships are available to those

students who are currently
attending or graduates of
Rochelle, Ashton-Frank-
lin Center or the Oregon
High School district, a
current Rochelle area
resident (living within

15 miles of Rochelle), an
RCH employee or child of
an RCH employee. If you
have previously received
an RCH scholarship, you
may reapply after two
years. Applicants should

be currently enrolled or
havebeenaccepted into an
accredited program.

An application form
can be found on the hos-
pital’s Facebook page or
website at www.rochelle-

hospital.com/pressreleas-
es/. Applications must
be returned to Michelle
LaPage, RCH Auxiliary
Scholarship chairman, at
the hospital by Friday,
March 7, 2025.
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Maggie & Amos Foundation acceptlng apphcatlons for educator grants

CHANA — The Mag-
gie & Amos Foundation
is currently accepting ap-
plications for its annual
educator grants. Thisyear’s
theme, “Your Yearto Shine”
Grants for Educators offers
grants for local schools up
to the amount of $500 to
fund projects and materials
for unique and engaging
learning opportunities. To
date, over $50,000 has been
donated to local educators,
libraries, and community
enhancement opportunities
through grants and scholar-
ships. Funds are raised to
support these giving proj-
ects at the organization’s
annual Infinity Event in
Memory of Maggie and
Amos. The annual event
boasts a 5K trail run, bags
tournament, children’s ac-
tivities, live music, and
more on the grounds of
the Rochelle Conservation
Club. This year’s event
is scheduled for June 14,
2025 and promises fun for
the whole family with live
performances by The Killer
B’s, Burn n’ Bush, and The

Vodka Boys.

The Maggie and Amos
Foundationwas formed fol-
lowing the deaths of Maggie
and Amos (Rosko) Meyer
in a house fire on Oct. 19",
2016. Maggie’s friendsand
co-workersatChana Educa-
tion Center established the
non-profit to carry on the
legacies of these two loved
individuals. Maggie was a
special education teacher
at Chana Education Center
andalwayskeptherstudents
guessing with whimsical
and creative projects. She
incorporated her love for
music, art, and activity
into her daily lessons and
students knew to always
be prepared for an adven-
ture each day. Amos, only
three years old at the time
of his death, had a love for
the outdoors, animals, and
farming.

“These past eight years
have not necessarily made
things easier,” Lynn Kaln-
ins, co-founder of The
Maggie & Amos Founda-
tion, said. ‘“Maggie and
Amos are still missed daily

by those who loved and
knew them. However, we
have learned through the
challenging circumstances
surrounding their loss that
we can do so much good
in their names. Our foun-
dation has provided musical
instruments for kids to play,
robotics kits for kids to
build, outdoor classrooms
for kids to imagine in, and
so much more. With each
sponsored grant, we feel
like we cast a little spark
of Maggie’s creativity into
thereceivingclassroomand
its students. Situations like
these can make those left
behind feel very powerless,
but with each spark we
ignite, we know that we
are keeping the memory of
Maggie and Amos alive.”

Applications for the
“Your Year to Shine Grant”
can be found at: https://
forms.gle/msh6fXBJBT-
JfQWdr8. For more in-
formation on The Maggie
& Amos Foundation, fol-
low their Facebook page
at: facebook.com/maggie-
andamos.
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The Maggie & Amos Foundation is currently accepting applications for its annual

educator grants.

RACF Community Needs Grant Cycle open Feb. 1

ROCHELLE - The
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation (RACF)
is excited to announce
the opening of their 2025
Community Needs Grant
Cycle on Feb. 1. The grant
cycleisopentoall qualified
non-profitagencies, organi-
zations, schools, churches,
and government and mu-
nicipality partners serving
the Rochelle, Kings, Chana,
Lindenwood, Esmond,
Steward, and Creston areas.
RACF isunable to provide
funding to individuals,
service organizations, or

for-profitentities. To apply,
visit RochelleFoundation.
org, click on the “Grants”
tab, and select “Manage
Grant” to access the grant
portal. Applicants can use
their existing login creden-
tials or create anew account
ifapplying for the first time.

Applications willremain
openuntil March 1 at4 p.m.
Two optional Zoom calls
for grant applicants will
be held to address ques-
tions about the application
process, deadlines, and
requirements:

Thursday, Feb. 13 at

3 p.m. (Meeting ID: 825
5390 7551)

Thursday, Feb. 27 at 10
a.m.(MeetingID: 8626524
7327)

Whileparticipationinthe
Zoomcallsisnotrequired, it
is strongly encouraged. To
receive a calendar invite,
please email director@
rochellefoundation.org,
and the Executive Director,
Emily Anaya, will add you
to the list of attendees.

Approved grantrequests
will be announced at a
community-wide event on
Wednesday, April 30,2025,

at Lincoln Arts Center from
4-7 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public.
Additional details will be
shared closer to the date.
Anaya shared her
thoughts on the upcoming
grant cycle: “The Commu-
nity Needs Grant Cycleis at
the heart of our mission to
empower local non-profits.
It’san honorto facilitate the
generosity ofourdonorsand
witness the positive impact
these grants have on our
community.”
JeffFiegenschuh, RACF
board president, echoed

her sentiments: “RACF
is committed to fostering
a vibrant and sustainable
Rochelle area. Through the
collaboration of donors and
non-profits, we continue to
build a stronger and more
connected community.”
For specific questions
about the grant application
process or to learn more
about RACF, contact Emily
or Stephanie at 815-561-
3600 or email director@
rochellefoundation.org.
The Rochelle Area Com-
munity Foundation is a
501(c)(3) charitable or-

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ganization dedicated to
connecting people who
care with causes that matter
mosttotheminthe Rochelle
area. Our mission is to be
a vehicle for philanthropy
and empower community
non-profits through donor
stewardship. The vision of
RACEF is to be a generous,
vibrant, and sustainable
community whereahelping
handis always withinreach.
We offer a simple way for
those with a philanthropic
heart to make a lasting,
positive difference in the
community.

Feb. 5-March 12: Se-
renity Hospice and Home
will host a free six-week
class entitled “Under-
standing Your Grief.” This
class, filled with compas-
sion and hope and based on
the book “Understanding
Your Grief” by Dr. Alan
Wolfelt is built around
ten touchstones, basic
principles thatcan help en-
gage with grief and create
momentum toward heal-
ing. Each participant will
receive a book. This class
will be held on Wednes-

Brought to you by these sponsors:

days from Feb. 5 through
March 12 from 2 to 3:30
p-m. at Serenity Hospice
& Home, located in Or-
egon at 1658 S. Illinois
Route 2. Please call Dana
or Cathy at 815-732-4111
to register.

Feb. 18: Serenity Hos-
pice and Home will be
offering a new support
group in the evenings for
anyone in the community
grieving the loss ofa loved
one. This support group
is free of charge to attend
and will meet on the third

Tuesday of each month.
Thisfirstgroup willbe held
on Tuesday, Feb. 18 from
5-6 p.m. at Serenity Hos-
pice & Home, located in
Oregon at 1658 S. Illinois
Route 2. Please call Dana
or Cathy at 815-732-4111
to register.

Feb. 25, 28: Serenity
Hospice and Home is
sponsoring an upcoming
volunteer training class
on Tuesday, Feb. 25, and
Friday, Feb. 28, from 9
am. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Serenity Home at 1658 S.

[linois Route 2 in Oregon.
Volunteers with Serenity
are essential to helping
provide quality hospice
and palliative care to pa-
tients throughout the nine
northern Illinois counties
Serenity serves. Volunteers
provide both direct patient
care in addition to many
non-patient-related service
opportunities. Dedicated
volunteers provide office
work, receptionist duties,
gardening, errands, baking,
help at fundraising events,
and more. Those interested

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Hank's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

CC2018
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WE'REHIRING!

1333S.DAYSVILLEROAD. OREGON, IL 61061

Improving lives by serving infrastructure needs of the world

WWW.ETNYRE.COM

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
\We're here to help.

in any area of volunteering
are encouraged to attend.
Work together to provide
overflowing comfort, dig-
nity, and respect at the end
oflife. Serenityis afive-star
rated nonprofithospice and
palliative care organization
that has been serving the
area for over 40 years.
For more information or
to register for the class,
please contact Stephanie
at 815-732-2499 or email
at volunteer@serenityhos-
piceandhome.org.

March 22-23: Oregon,

712 N Division Ave.

Polo, IL
(815) 946-2886

Open:
Tue - Wed
TAM to 10PM
Thurs - Saturday
4PM to 1AM
Kitchen Open:
5PM to 7PM
FREE In-Town Delievery

IL, Women’s Club supports
the local community with
its 73rd Annual Antique
and Vintage Show with
over 40 dealers from the
Midwest Saturday, March
22, from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, March 23 from
10 am. to 3 p.m. Ample
free parking, homemade
concessions, handicap ac-
cessible. Antique appraisals
on Sunday from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. - $5 per item. Black-
hawk Center, 1101 W. Jef-
ferson St., Oregon. Entry
$8 per person.

ThE D
POLO
o
A
ABSINTHE BAR, RESTRURANT
AnD EVENT CENTER

pPolo. ILLINOIS

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST.1991 —
—

Serving the Community for 33 years!
Locally owned and operated

*' Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Stillman Valley, IL 61084

rlsn
Friday .!,:

5pm-9pm

208 N Walnut St

815-645-9828

Heartlan

REALTY

o
b .

Matthew
Hermes

Designated
Managing Broker

(815) 288-4648

1254 N. Galena Ave., Dixon
www.heartlandrealty.info

09302024

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

GLE COUNTY
LiFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER —F—=
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OrrecoN VEW * W
Post #8739

Monday - Lightning 5:30PM
Wednesday - BINGO 5:30PM

Thursday - Trivia 7PM
Food Available Mon, Wed, Thu 4 PM -7 PM & Fri 4 PM - 8 PM

Open to the Public
1310 Washington St., Oregon | 815-732-6851

[Ty ——————

Servmg Ogle, Boone & Wlnnebago County for over 35 years

819- 234-4111
- 815-234-2225

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

3499 E Tower Rd
PO Box 652
Byron, IL 61010

2-Way Radio
Communication

We are an
authorized dealer
of Icom & Kenwood
radio equipment

Forreston, IL
815-938-2586

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
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BYRON — The By-
ron Museum of History
will host an art exhibit of
work by members of the
Eagle’s Nest Art Group.
The show will begin with
an Opening Reception on
Saturday, Feb. 15 from 1-3
p.m. Several artists will
be on hand to welcome
visitors.

The exhibit will re-
main on display through
Saturday, March 29. The
museum, located at 110
N. Union St. in Byron, is
open Wednesdays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to

3 p.m. The Museum’s ex-
hibits and the two-month
long art show are open to
the public free of charge.
Thisyear’s Eagle’s Nest
Art Group show features
oil, watercolor, pastel and
acrylic paintings as well
as photography and glass
art plus other 3-D art. It
will be an extensive show
of'the work of local artists
from Oregon, Byron,
Rockford, Stillman Valley,
Sycamore, Rochelle, Rock
Falls, Sterling, Dixon,
Forreston, Mt. Morris,
Ashton, and Polo.

ENAG, founded in
1957, has a full schedule
of art events, workshops
and shows and will have
materials available at the
Museum for all who are
interested in learning more
about this community of
artists and its activities.
The group welcomes
artists of any level of
experience. There are
Thursday sessions at the
ENAG studio in Conover
Square and summer out-
door painting sessions
offered to all members.
For more information

Chesney to bring IPASS on
Demand to South Beloit on Feb. 3

FREEPORT — State
Sen. Andrew Chesney
(R-Freeport) is bringing
a mobile team from the
[llinois Tollway to South
Beloit on Feb. 3 to help
motorists switch out their
plastic IPASS transponders
for the new IPASS sticker
technology.

“The Tollway is phasing
outthe plastic transponders
we have in our cars and re-
placingthemwithstickers,”
Chesney said. “Traditional
transponders will continue
to work for the time being,

BFPD Board of
Commissioners
sets meeting
dates

BYRON — The Byron
Forest Preserve District
Board of Commissioners
have scheduled three spe-
cial meetings for Monday,
Feb. 17 at 9 am., Mon-
day, Feb. 24 at noon, and
Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 3
p.m.

These meetings will go
into executive session and
be closed to the public for
the interview process of
new executive director.
The regular board meeting
on Feb. 24 will be moved
from 6-7 p.m. The regular
board meeting will be open
fothe publicand willbeheld
at the Jarrett Prairie Center
located at 7993 N. River
Road, Byron.

but these events allow
people to make the switch
quickly and conveniently,
and without any disruption
to their IPASS account or
activity.”

IPASS on Demand
in South Beloit. Mon-
day, Feb. 3. 3-7 p.m. Na-
ture at the Confluence

306 Dickop St., South
Beloit.
South BeloitMayor Tom

Fitzgerald is co-hosting the
Feb. 3 event with Chesney.

There is no fee for
switching overto the sticker
technology and IPASS bal-
ances will be transferred to
the new account. Addition-
ally, attendees should bring
their plastic transponder(s)
with them and jot down
their license plate number.

For additional informa-
tionabouttheaboveevents,
please contact Chesney’s
legislative office at (815)
232-0774 or email Lori
at lyates@sgop.ilga. gov.

Tree Trimming

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming

Forestry Cutting

& Removal

Lawncare
Landscaping

& Planting
Mulching

Phone
779-251-0254

Gabriel Mack

pmewew@daystar io

about ENAG, call (815)
732-7783 or visit Face-
book at Eagles Nest Art
Group, Oregon, lllinois.
The permanent collec-
tions of the Byron Muse-
um of History as well as
the historic Read House,

which is a listed Under-
ground Railroad site onthe
National Park Service’s
Network of Freedom,
are open to the public
throughout the year. The
museum is dedicated to
preserving therich history

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The Byron Museum of History will host an art exhibit of work by members of the Eagle’s Nest Art Group. The show will begin with an Opening Reception on Saturday,
Feb. 15 from 1-3 p.m. Several artists will be on hand to welcome visitors.

Byron Museum of History to host ENAG show

of the Byron area through
exhibits, programs, and
artifact preservation. To
learn more about the
Museum and its events,
call (815) 234-5031 or
visit their website www.
byronmuseum.org

(%ww}gmn% Mimesa
$5

Appetizer

Entree

baked potato, or french fries.
Shilet and

Grilled or Sauteed) $27

cream sauce $29

Chicken &

Check out our dessert tray!

Full Menu Available

1469 ILRT 2
Oregon, IL
815-732-6761
WWW.maxsons.net

Presented on a Tomato béarnaise $16

Comes with our soup and salad bar, choice of baked
potato, twice baked potato, scallop potato, loaded

6-0z USDA Filet with 4 shrimp (Fried, Blackened,

1 Steak uymoie

16-0z USDA Strip Sauteed with peppercorn Cognac

6-0z boneless breast stuffed with spinach feta
cheese wrapped in phyllo dough $20

Reservations Required

The Perfect Dinne’r Date for
w C)lakentine s @a%

February 14* & 15*
4PM to 8PM

Vanilla Créme caramelized sugar topping $6

Dinner Available Sat., Feb. 15" Only |

s
@

6-0z USDA Filet with 6-0z Canadian Lobster Tail $45 ] .

: Romantic
Dessert : ambiance,
Glearts g/ ¢ . attentive service
2 Brownie hearts with cream filling and topped with - and delicious
Ganache $15 . food you'll love!

02032025

Mmonuﬂ.

Resfavnant, & Riverboat,

Weddings*Receptions*Birthday Parties*Corporate Events
Come celebrate all stages of life with us

ENTER YOUR PHOTO
by February 6" at 70PM

by February 10" at 70PM

Brought to you by:

Qlabentine s @a;%
at Mavcsons! B

February 14* 4PM to 8PM
"469ILRT2 §
Oregon, IL
815-732-6761
WWW.maxsons

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE

Néws-Leader ¢ LIFE

Restaunant, & Riverbou

OctLE CouNTY

We have a “Sweetheart” selechon for your Py

Massage * Waxing Facials
Complete Hair Services
Tanning/Mystic Spray Tan
Manicures & Pedicures

\I.l\\nn\‘m.

600 Gale Street, Oregon

— = 4
éﬁ’g’; & 328 E HWY 38,

&5 Rochelle, IL 61068

Allf\l;\y's
(=

o StateFarm

TERRI SCHAEFER

SCOOP

630-544-9673

wo all scroam for ice cream!

815-732-2477

f@ ROSEL
Rochelles Finest dee Cream

"316 N 6th St., Rochelle IL

SN

ROOFING < SIDING CO.
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY

BY SUPPORTING THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSES
4 4
' Stillman| RE/MAXZ

BANK of Rock Valley

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
* O g'@ C()l/llflty 815.234.5626 606 E Washington St, |114 E Everett St,
Community Unity 1445 |L Route 2 North, Oregon Oregon, IL ,
815.732.7956
101 East Main St., Stillman Valley 81 5'7 32'91 00
ShO|O * Play * Stay 815.645.2266

RockValleyProperties.com

stillmanbank.com Each office is independently owned & operated.

BAR/GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT GARDEN CENTER TITLE COMPANY
Oregon VFW Post 8739 & Mess Hall Hidden Timber Gardens Rock River Title
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon 462S. Chana Rd., Chana 412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.6851 815.751.4162 815.732.5291
facebook.com/oregonvfwpost8739 hiddentimbergardens.com rockrivertitle.com
BLACKTOP & SEALCOATING HEALTH SERVICES REAL ESTATE AGENCY
King Blacktop Rochelle Community Hospital RE/MAX of Rock Valley
3499 N. Tower Rd., Byron 900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle 606 E. Washington St., Oregon
815.234.4171 815.562.2181 815.732.9100

kingblacktop.com rochellehospital.com rockvalleyproperties.com
CONSIGNMENT/RESALE SHOPPING HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE SERVICES SENIOR SERVICES
Angel Treasures Resale Shop Serenity Hospice and Home Rock River Center

201 IL Route 64, Mt. Morris, IL 1658 S. IL Route 2, Oregon, IL 810S. 10th St., Oregon
815.734.0504 Serenityhospiceandhome.org 815.732.3252

ReRuns rockrivercenter.com

120W. 2nd St., Byron MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING SERVICES

815.406.8060

Sinnissippi Centers
100 Jefferson St., Oregon
815.732.3157

1321N. 7th St., Rochelle
815.562.3801

sinnissippi.org

rerunsbyron.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS/SERVICES
Central lllinois Loans

Support

310 Eagle Dr

815.561.4035

cen’fralllllnmsloans.com PARKS & RECREATION

Stillman Bank

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron Byron Forest Preserve u r

815.234.5626 7993 N. River Rd., Byron

1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon 815.234.8535

815.732.7956 byronforestpreserve.com

101 East Main St., Stillman Valley .

815 645,266 The Serenity Shed

stillmanbank.com 131N. 3rd St., Oregon, IL
815.732.2499

4 4

Health Care,
Community

f
Str ength

RS&helle 0

Community Hospital

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle, IL
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

WHITE P INES
ﬂ e ﬁ
Relax. Discover. Get vy,
6712 West Pines Road
Mount Morris, IL 61054

(815) 655-2400
visitwhitepines.com

ROCK RIVER
TITLE

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
www.rockrivertitle.com

@ HOSPICE & HOME E

Hospice and Palliative Care

{HOSPICE } % % %k Kk k
W Ssta Rated ByCMS

Non-Profit Organization
Serving Nine IL Counties

,\\ 47<\\\

o H The Serenity Shed
W heasres BUILDING A NEW NORMAL
815-732-2499

1658 S. IL Route 2 » Oregon, IL
Serenityhospiceandhome.org

Byron
Forest Preserve
District

7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com

HIDDEN TIMBER GARDENS

PREMIUM PLANTS & TREES
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL
Just North of Route 64 ¢ 815-751-4162

IO

hiddentimbergardens.com
Garden Center Closed until April 2025
Pre Order plants online for Spring
info@hiddentimbergardens.com
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OHS wrestlers finish first at Randy Bowman Inv1tat10nal

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LERQOY — The Ore-
gon High School varsity
wrestling team finished
first out of 22 schools
during the 2025 Randy
Bowman Invitational at
LeRoy High School on
Saturday, Jan. 25. Oregon
landed one champion and
two runner-up finishers to
end the tournament with
205 points.

Josiah Perez (29-4)
won the title at 113
pounds, finishing with a
3-0 record. Perez opened
with a fall over Herrin’s
Brennan Jeralds before
scoring a 13-3 major
decision against Oak-
wood Salt Fork’s Brayden
Edwards. Perez finished
with a 5-4 decision over
El Paso-Gridley’s Tom
Erwin.

Preston LaBay (21-
4) finished second at
126 with a 3-1 record.
LaBay earned an 18-5
major decision over Il-
lini Bluffs wrestler Og-
dan Parker in the first
round before scoring an
11-5 decision against
Shelbyville’s Johnathan
Kirkbride in the second
round. LaBay advanced

to the finals after notch-
ing a second-period fall
against Princeton’s Jay-
don Cooke during the
semifinal round.

Nelson Benesh (30-6)
finished second at 132
with a 3-1 record. Be-
nesh earned back-to-back
falls over Peoria Heights
wrestler Robert Evens
and Knoxville’s Colton
Smith before clinching
his place in the champion-
ship bout with a 6-1 deci-
sion against Shelbyville’s
Bodee Fathauer.

Oregon totaled three
third-place finishers in-
cluding Jackson Mes-
senger (24-12) at 138.
Messenger went 3-1
with a first-round fall
over Princeton’s Corbin
Brown and a 10-6 deci-
sion over Eureka’s Finn
Hoffman in the quarterfi-
nals. Messenger clinched
third place with a fall
against Lawrenceville’s
Cale Seitzinger after a
loss against Knoxville’s
Gage Fox.

Andrew Young (20-
5) placed third at 175
with a 3-1 record. Young
earned three wins by
pin, recording falls over
Warrensburg-Latham’s
Jarod Krigbaum in the
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
The Oregon High School varsity wrestling team finished first out of 22 schools during the 2025 Randy
Bowman Invitational at LeRoy High School on Saturday, Jan. 25. Oregon landed one champion and two
runner-up finishers to end the tournament with 205 points.

RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

#1 MARKET SHARE

Ogle County, IL

530 total Listings SOLD
October 1, 2023 - September 30, 2024

REIMAX

VOTED THE #1

MOST
TRUSTED

AGENTS IN REAL ESTATE

remax.com

iy
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JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Carla Benesh

815-985-6235 815-970-3506
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Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Boone Lockard

opening round as well as
Princeton’s Michael Kurth
in the quarterfinals and
Pittsfield’s Fisher McEuen
for third place.

Landen Elder (20-17)
placed third at 215 with

a 3-1 record, securing a
fall over Rantoul’s Drew
Owen and a 6-3 decision
over Princeton’s Ian Mor-
ris to reach the semifinals.
Afteraloss, Elderbounced
back with a fall over

Herrin’s Logan Dirden to
finish third in his weight
class.

Oregon’s fourth-place
finishers included Landon
Ege(2-2at126)and Ethan
Mowry (23-11at157). The

Hawks landed fifth-place
finishers including Isaiah
Perez(27-7at120),Jayden
Berry (25-14 at 150) and
Briggs Sellers (24-13 at
285). Jordan Lowe (21-14
at 106) took sixth.

§ Welcome to this charming 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom, 1 car condo in Byron,
=¥ appliances (2022), a gas water heater (2022), and hard surface flooring for easy

" | or entertaining. The condo also includes a one-car garage, adding extra storage

moments away from town and school. With the added benefit of a rented water softener, this home is move-in ready and offers
Il the modern comforts you could want. Don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity-schedule a showing today!

443 Mill Ridge Drive Byron $160,000 Call Becky

offering convenience and comfort in a prime location. Situated on the first floor,
this home features fresh paint and brand-new updates throughout, including all

maintenance. The spacious living area boasts a cozy corner gas fireplace, perfect
for chilly evenings, and a slider door that opens to a private patio-ideal for relaxing

space and convenience. Enjoy the privacy in back and the ease of being just

NEW LISTINGS

4 with all appliances, ample countertop space, and a breakfast bar. The

:‘ primary bedroom features a private shower bath and a walk in closet,

=1 while the guest bath includes a relaxing whirlpool tub. With a main

floor laundry, two car garage, and a cozy patio area off the kitchen, this home offers everything you need for
comfort and easy living. Don’t miss out on this wonderful maintenance free condo!

103 Katie’s Way Mt Morris $169,900 Call Carla
Maintenance Free Living in a Duplex Style Condo. Located just outside
of Mt. Morris, IL, this charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo offers the
perfect blend of space and convenience. Enjoy the open feel of 12
foot ceilings in the large living room, plus a spacious kitchen complete

level. Fenced in backyard with a 2 car garage. Close to Schools, Nash Recreation Center and downtown
shopping and entertainment! Call today for your private showing on this immediate possession property!

& New Adorable listing in Oregon. This charming 3 bedroom 1.5 story
i offers so much new, new, new! New Roof, Siding, New Carpeting,

8 staying, gleaming hardwood flooring throughout! 2 bedrooms on the

E Living Room is a beautiful focal point! Formal dining room with built-in

403 S 7th Street Oregon NOW $169,900 Call Carla

Newer Windows, Gorgeous updated kitchen with all appliances
main level with the 3rd in the upper level. The brick fireplace in the

hutch. Finished lower level with new carpeting in the large recreation
room plus a separate office area. Washer and Dryer stay in the lower

miss the chance to make it your own. Schedule your showing today!

{ yard, perfect for your pets. The main floor has an
-| additional room that could be utilized as a bedroom/

215 Main Street Leaf River NOW $78,000 Call Jennifer Rybicki
Welcome to this spacious 3 bedroom, 1 bath
house located in Leaf River. This home offers
2,000 square feet of living space and a fenced

extra living area with a door leading to front porch.
This home is ready for your creative vision - Don’t

newer windows, and inclusion in the TIF District, this property is ready to meet your needs today and in the future. Or reimagine the space - with the potential
for re-zoning to residential, you can turn this gem into the cutest downtown home. Imagine a unique living space that combines historic charm with modern
amenities. Don't miss this chance to own a property where your imagination sets the limits! Call today to schedule a showing and start dreaming big!

502 Franklin Street Oregon NOW $179,900 Call Becky

Prime Downtown Opportunity with Unlimited Potential! Nestled in a coveted downtown Oregon location,
this stunning retail/office building is brimming with possibilities! Whether you're envisioning a boutique
retail space, a stylish office, or a trendy salon, this one-level, 1,800+ sq. ft. property offers the flexibility
to bring your vision to life! With three separate entrances and a thoughtful layout, you'll find spaces
perfect for creating individual rooms, private offices, or open workspaces. Highlights include: Two
gorgeous rooms with original hardwood floors (24.1°x 21.2" and 16.6' x 12.6); two additional spacious
rooms (21.2' x 13.3 and 17.1" x 13.3); two smaller rooms (each 12’ x 8.3); and a partially finished
attic bursting with potential. The property also features two bathrooms (one ADA-compliant), custom-
built ceiling beams, barn doors on storage closets, and a handcrafted front door that adds undeniable
charm. With a new roof in 2023, updated electrical in 2021, five mini-split electric heat & air units, three

| )
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Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

Beci;y Adams

&

=/
Jen Taylor Miller

773-849-3522 815-751-8943

{
= 4
Matt Bouback

815-509-5837 815-505-5827

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

RockValleyProperties.com

Each office is independently owned & operated.
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SENIOR LIFESTYLES

Financial strategies to consider as retirement draws near

REEDOM is often
cited as a benefit of
retirement. Many
professionals look forward

to the day when they retire
and have more free time and
the freedom to spend that
time however they choose.

ROCK RIVER CENTER, INC.

. RESOURCES FOR YOUR GENERATION

Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County

* Senior Information Service
* Transportation

* Medicare Counseling
* Caregiver Services

11112024

* Education/Recreation/Trips & Tours

www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

(815]) 732-3252 [Ra
(800) 541-5479

Way K ¥7

Community Partner

‘Discount @@
Med ‘Direct

A Mail Order Prescription Service

Of course, the opportunity
to spend retirement how one
seesfittypicallyrequirescon-
siderable financial freedom.
Financial planning for
retirement is often empha-
sized to young professionals
beginning their careers.
But it’s equally important
that people on the cusp of
retirement continue to look
for ways to protect and grow
their wealth. As retirement
drawsnear, professionalscan
consider these strategies to
ensuretheyhavethefinancial
freedomtomaketheirgolden
years shine even brighter.
*Planto growyourwealth
in retirement. It’s widely
assumed that retirees need
less income after calling it
a career because the need to
save for retirement is no lon-
ger present. However, some
expenses, including health
care, may rise in retirement,
which underscores the need
to continue growing your

Your medication
this year ma Y not
be covered.
Give us a cajf for
Prices!

Do You Want To Save
Time, Money And

Wor

ry? Let Discount

Med Direct Help!

Sample Comparison

Medication
Eliquis 5mg 180 tablets
Farxiga 10mg 90 tablets
Myrbetriq 50mg 90 tablets
Xarelto 20mg 90 tablets
Xifaxan 550mg 100 tablets

Discount Med Direct
B: $393.08|G: $229.36
B: $251.90|G: $160.00
B: $229.18|G:$180.98
B: $294.10|G: $155.50
B: $1,062.00 | G: $205.00
B: Brand Price | G: Generic Price

National Chain Pharmacy
$1,828.00
$1,689.00
$1,174.00
$1,662.00
$2,334.86

Prescriptions at discount prices and a variety of Wellness products
Available at Discount Med Direct

Prescription Required. Call for a FREE Quote. Over 12,000 Medications Available
129 S. Phelps Ave., Suite 213 * Rockford, IL 61108

779-203-9993 - Fax: 779-423-2144

E-mail: jeannie@discountmeddirect.com | Web: www.discountmeddirect.com

S—
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RELIEF FROM

OVERPAYING!|

OUR PRICE VS. AREA AVERAGE

Thyroid
Panel: ..... $148 vs. $476
Lipid: ...... $60 vs. $235
CBC:....... $28 vs. $165

Offering thousands of tests at
prices you can afford.

Locations:

832 N. Galena Ave * Dixon
404 W. Blackhawk Ste. 101 * Byron, IL

wealth. Cost-of-living also
will increase over the course
of your retirement years,
which highlights the need
to keep growing wealth in
retirement. It can be tricky
to protect your existing
retirement savings as you
approach the end of your
career while also growing
that wealth, so it 1s best to
workwithafinancial planner
to navigate that situation.

* Maintain a mix with
your investments. A model
from the Schwab Center for
Financial Researchindicated
that a hypothetical retiree
with a $2 million portfolio
inyearone of retirement will
have slightly less than $1
million left 30 years later if
herportfoliomaintainsamix
of 60 percent stocks and 40
percent bonds and cash. The
model found that a second
hypothetical investor with
thesamesizeportfolioinyear
oneofretirement willrunout

The Serentty Shed,

BUILDING A NEW NORMAL {,/'
%

=

&7 U

‘ 2
@ HOSPICE & HOME

of funds priorto year29ifhis
portfoliois 20 percent stocks
and 80 percent bonds and
cash. Though conventional
wisdom suggests limiting
risk as retirement nears and
eliminating it entirely upon
retiring, modern retirees are
living longer and may there-
fore need to maintain a mix
ofinvestmentstoensurethey
don’t outlive their money.

* Make the maximum
allowable contributions.
Many aging professionals
may not have saved as much
for retirement as they might
have hoped to upon starting
their careers decades ago.
In fact, a 2024 survey from
Prudential Financial found
that many 55-year-olds have
fallen farshortofestablishing
the level of financial security
they will need in retirement.
The Prudential survey found
that 55-year-olds had a me-
dian retirement savings of
less than $50,000, a number

that falls considerably short
of the recommended goal
of having eight times one’s
annual income saved by
this age. If that situation
sounds familiar for profes-
sionals nearing retirement
age, then now is the time
to begin catching up. Make
the maximum allowable
contributions to a 401(k)
plan ($23,000 in 2024) and/
oranIRA ($7,000). In addi-
tion, the Internal Revenue
Servicenotesthat IR Acatch-
up contributions remained
$1,000 for individuals age
50 and over in 2024.
Retirement can provide
a sense of freedom pro-
fessionals have worked
hard to achieve over the
courseoftheircareers. Some
simple strategies can help
professionals on the cusp
of retirement achieve the
financial freedom they’ll
need to enjoy their golden
years to the fullest extent.

Premier Non-Profit

Hospice Care

Call us at 815-732-2499 for

hospice and palliative care services.
Serving nine counties in Northern Illinois.

A
st

Congel Theaswias
Resale Shops

(]

Y HOSPICE

1/
N\

WE ACCEPT

\
[}
[}
.,’ 5 Star Rated By CMS

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

Serenityhospiceandhome.org
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VALUE LAB

Leading the Sauk Valley area to affordable testing

MEDICARE & MEDICAID

02032025

Give us a call.
815-677-9384

We are here to help
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

www.valuelab-dixon.com
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Considerations for your second act

ANY people
see their ca-
reers as one

oftheir defining character-
istics. Children are often
asked what they want to
be when they grow up, and
as adults they will likely
be asked “What do you do
for a living?” more times
than they can remember.
Work is undoubtedly a
major component of life
for most people from the
time they leave school to
the day when they retire.
And a growing number of
adults value work somuch
that they pivot to second
careers.

A phenomenon known
as “‘unretirement” occurs
when people who have
previously retired return to
the workforce. A2010 pa-
per published in the Jour-
nal of Human Resources
found nearly 50 percent
of retirees followed a
nontraditional retirement
path that involved partial
retirement or unretire-
ment. According to a
recent Retirement Saving
& Spending Study from
T. Rowe Price, around
20 percent of retirees are
working either full- or
part-time, while 7 percent
of study respondents are
looking for employment.
Some people return to
work for financial reasons
while others seek the so-
cial and emotional benefits
employment can bring.
But individuals mulling a
return to work orthose cur-
rently working but trying

A
i

to determine a second act
should not feel beholden
to previous career paths.
A second trip around the
employment block can
involve an entirely dif-
ferent line of work. The
following are some things
to look for in a second act.

* Flexibility: Choose a
career path that enables
you to set your own
schedule or possibly work
part-time if that is your

preference. This way you
can still reap some of the
benefits of retirement,
including the flexibility
to travel.

* Social interaction:
Adults may lose daily
opportunities to be social
when they retire, which
can compound feelings of
isolation common among
retirees. Considerasecond
career thatlets you interact
with a number of people

and continue to build
relationships and a good
network.

* Personal passions:
Reflect on what youmight
do forwork if money were
no object. This may help
you narrow down new
opportunities that are in
line with your interests
and passions. Find a job
that utilizes your skills
and experience and mesh-
es with your interests.

A former graphic artist,
for example, may decide
to teach design to young
people.

* Nonprofit oppor-
tunities: Many retirees
spent years in high-stress
corporate environments
where bottom lines may
be more important than
the biggerpicture. Shifting
to a career in the nonprofit
sector can be a personally
fulfilling job that utilizes

skills learned in the cor-
porate world.

* Consulting or contract
work: If you’re a retiree
who loved your job, you
might want to have a sec-
ond career as a consultant
or contractor in the same
field.

A number of retirees
ultimately explore second
careers. Finding a match
may be easier than one
could have imagined.

The importance of wellness exams after 50

ENIORS are a

S growing and in-

creasingly pros-
perous demographic. As
the senior population in-
creases, a greater em-
phasis must be placed on
keeping aging individuals
healthy. Wellness checks
are important at any age,
but they bear even more
significance as individuals
grow older.

Age brings with it many
things, including experi-
ence and wisdom. But age
also brings an increased
risk for health problems.
Aging men and women
are vulnerable to chronic
conditions like heart dis-
ease, COPD, cancer, and
arthritis. It’s noteworthy
that many chronic health
conditions fail to produce
any symptoms until they
have progressed to a point
where treatment s difficult.

Annual wellness exams

can help older adults take
charge of their health and
stay as healthy as possible.
It’s possible for a person to
preserve his or her health
(and possibly life) through
check-ups and easy tests.
Here are some common
screenings and health rec-
ommendations that come
up intheprime ofone’s life.

* Colorectal cancer
screening: A colon cancer
screening is recommend-
ed for everyone at age
45. Colon cancer is the
second-leading cause of
cancer deaths in the United
States, and risk increases at
age 45. Although people
seldom look forward to a
colonoscopy and the re-
quired prep, putting oft this
testduetoalittlediscomfort
may resultinmissing colon
cancer at its earliest stage
when it is most treatable.

* Cholesterol screening:
This simple blood test can

help evaluate the risk for
heart disease. High cho-
lesterol can contribute to
the buildup of plaque in
the arteries, making them
narrower and less flexible,
accordingto Sharecare, Inc.

¢ Mammogram: Most
health organizations rec-
ommend annual mammo-
gram screenings from age
40 until menopause. Then
it may be possible to have
amammogram every other
year for those who are at
averagerisk. Itis important
forwomento discuss mam-
mogram frequency with
their doctors, particularly
if there is a family history
of breast cancer.

* Diabetes: ChenMed
says diabetes may be more
common in older adults, so
regular screenings for this
illness can enable early di-
agnosis and management.

» Testicular cancer
screening: This test gener-

ally is not recommended
without symptoms. Some
organizations suggest men
with a family history or
other risk factors consider
performing self-examina-
tions.

* Vaccination needs:
Doctors can alert patients
to recommended vacci-
nations during wellness
exams. Seniors should
receive an annual flu shot
and updated COVID-19
vaccination as available.
Pneumococcal vaccine
can protect against pneu-
mococcal disease that can
lead to pneumonia, men-
ingitis and bloodstream
infections. Adults over
50 also should receive a
vaccination for shingles,
which can occur in older
age in those who have
previously experienced
chickenpox.

There are additional
advantages to routine

Fitness regimens for adults 50 years or older

ITNESS is an
important com-
ponent of overall

wellness. Indeed, staying
active has been linked to a
number of noteworthy ben-
efits, including decreased
disease risk and improved
mental health.

Staying active also can
help with muscle and bone
density, which can decline
with age. The American
Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons says exercise is
important for maintaining
bone strength as the body
ages. Strength-training ex-
ercises put stress on bones
so they can make bones
stronger.

Now that it is apparent
why fitness is key during
senior years, it’s time to
explore some routines that
may be best for people age
50 and older.

Yoga
Yoga is a low-impact
practice that improves
muscle strength, balance,

mobility, and flexibility.
All of these factors are
important for seniors. For
those who find that con-
ventional forms of yoga
are too taxing on joints
and bones, chair yoga is a
lower-impact form of the
exercise.

Cycling

Riding a bike is a car-
diovascular workout that
offersawiderange ofbene-
fits. Mostpeople findriding
abike is easy on the joints,
and regular cycling can
increase muscle strength
and enhance flexibility.
The pace and intensity of
rides can be customized
depending onriders’speed
and the routes they ride.

Pilates

Joseph Pilates devel-
oped an exercise routine
that now bears his name in
the early twentieth century.
Pilates emphasizes core
strength and stability, but
works all the majormuscle
oroups 1n the bodv. Since

it is another low-impact
exercise, it can be suitable
forpeople with jointissues.

Body weight

Asindividuals age, they
may find that working
with dumbells, barbells
or weight equipment at
the gym is too taxing. Us-
ing body weight to build
strength is a low-intensity
option. Squats, wall push-
ups, chair push-ups, and
resistance bands can be
used to build strength.

Walking

Walking is an unsung
hero in the fitness realm.
Accordingto Better Health
Channel, just 30 minutes
of walking every day can
increase cardiovascular
fitness, strengthen bones,
reduce excess body fat,
and boost muscle power
and endurance. Walking is
low-impactand less taxing
on joints than jogging or
running.

Seniors have a host of
options to stay active as

they navigate their chang-
ing fitness needs.

health checkups. Doctors
can inquire about fitness
routines, stress, sleep, and
diet to see if patients are
within the guidelines for
healthy living.

Older age may make a

DIXON
288-2241

Christopher E. Jones

204 S. Ottawa Ave.

person wiser, but the risk
for various health issues
and certain diseases in-
creases with age. Routine
health check-ups cankeep
doctors and patients on the
same page.

JONES FUNERAL HOMES

Funeral and Burial Prearrangement
and Prefinancing Available

AMBOY
303 E. Main St.
857-2611

Patrick R. Jones, ]r.

HEAR

What You've Been Missing!

_

Call 515-626-5220
Sterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology ¢« Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service * Experienced Staff

603 Freeport Road, Sterling, IL
8:30-3:30 M-F | Saturday by appointment

03202023
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan
309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Morris IL 61054

773-340-0734

Contact Eric
815.973.9951

Vatieycraft |5

CUSt%Izn)ine}u 815.900.2090

Hlanderafled quality to fast a lifetime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. IL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

O Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more!
v Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

QO Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

COMPLETE SEPTIC SERVICE

NORUP
Trencig{*

» Excavating * Trucking « Hauling
* Septic Installation  Septic Pumping
* Aeration System Installation & Service
e Black Dirt

P.0. Box 352 Byron, IL * 815-234-5625

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!
Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS
» New Construction * Roofing * Windows - Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding -+ Painting -« Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring  + Decks
Free Estimates ® Lead Certified

815-761-1626

HOME IMPROVEMENT
/ ‘; AY ESTI';’II?JEAETES
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

Insured

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

CONCRETE
WEIRVYS

President / Owner

e

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

CONCRETE

/ \ 7?‘014.' covm we /v&/fz 7p £22 7
<Yoder-
eFloors
A ~—— *Walkways
( eDriveways
C *Resealing
eDecorative

-
_oncrete
_onstruction

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Leaf River Kutz
o 122 Main Street <Leaf River |l '

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS 815-738-6122

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"
TURF

OF ILLINOIS Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K&J £
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL!  giiman valley. 11,

PET GROOMING

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE ) SIS
GROOMING Rl

© Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

 Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

REAL ESTATE

If you are looking for a Realtor with
Experience & Knowledge, contact

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462
! sharon.bowers@remax.net
404 W. Blackhawk ‘RE/MAX\ RE/MAX
Drive, Byron, IL PROFESSIONAL
815-234-4663 ADVANTAGE

Independently owned & operated. @

3 O aeny,
TR qa\\‘a\\o = 720,,, Ou; ;e,-,
RV S d c Youy g, -0t
cae® P&“‘o\‘ ite
Structures

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

WHEELS

SOLAR ENERGY

Paul Holland
Sunder Energy

Regional Solar Consultan

815-994-2337
Paul.Holland@sunderenergy.com
Instagram: @Solarocrates

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, IL(T$

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage *
= Stump grinding *
= Climbing specialist*  Call or Text:

815-980-0678

“Your Trees

0 OVE Deserve a
A et ecelteeee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists  Insect & Disease Control ARBORIST

® Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

- — — —

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Wouldn't you like your business
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125
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SPORTS

BHS wrestlers take second at 42nd Annual Bob Mitton Invitational

BY RUSSELL HODGES —

‘\- .

SPORTS EDITOR

ORION — The Byron
High School varsity wres-
tling team placed second
out of 23 schools with
180.5 points during the s
42nd Annual Bob Mitton | T
[nvitational at Orion High @
School from Jan. 24-25. =
The Tigers landed two | |
champions and three ad-
ditional top-4 finishers in
the meet.

Jackson Norris (21-2)
wonthetitleat 120 pounds,
going 4-0 over four bouts.
Norris won all four bouts
via fall, defeating Rock-
ridge’s Cooper Larson
and Riverdale’s Triton
Pulfrey toreach the semifi-
nals, where Norris pinned
Monmouth-Roseville’s
Landon Peterson. Norris
clinched the championship
with a second-period fall
against Macomb’s Ethan
Hoyt in the finals.

Will Julian (25-3) won
the title at 157 pounds and
also went 4-0 in the tour-
nament. Julian recorded

— 1_7-__‘__.L—-
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back-to-back falls over St.
Bede’s Jordan Coventry
and Clinton’s Jacob Hub-
ble before scoring a 17-1

technical fall over Gales-
burg’s Jack Bernardiinthe
semifinals. Julian sealed
his championship with a
hard-earned 6-2 decision
against Macomb’s Cohen
Green in the finals.
Brody Stien (26-5) took
third at 165 with a 4-1

record over five matches.
Stein reached the semifi-
nals after a 19-4 technical
fall over Camp Point
Central’s Mason Collins
and a fall over Macomb’s
Atsard Aplogan. After a
loss, Steinrebounded with
back-to-back falls against

Rock Falls wrestler Trail
Stonitsch and Geneseo’s
Dominic Ritter to seal his
third-place finish.

Jared Claunch (22-6)
took third at 285 with
five consecutive wins in
the consolation bracket.
Claunch’s run included

falls over Macomb’s Alex
Brown, Monmouth-Ros-
eville’s Sailas Cung and
Riverdale’s Jake Baus-
tian. The heavyweight
earned his third-place
finish after a 4-1 decision
over Geneseo’s Brayden
Franzenand a4-0 decision

overKewanee’s LeoCadio
Gandarilla.

Jarett Ross (18-8)
rounded out Byron’s top-
4 finishers, placing fourth
at 215 with a 4-2 record
over six matches. Ross
recorded falls over Wal-
ther Christian’s Joshua

(COURTESY PHOTO)
The Byron High School varsity wrestling team placed second out of 23 schools with 180.5 points during the 42nd Annual Bob Mitton
Invitational at Orion High School from Jan. 24-25. The Tigers landed two champions and three additional top-4 finishers in the meet.

Lewis and St. Bede’s
William Sramek before
receiving a medical for-
feit from Orion’s Aiden
Fisher. Ross scored a 9-8
decision against Rock-
ridge’s Tanner McKeag
in his first match on the
consolation side.

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday's
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children's Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more defails .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uecb@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, Spm-7pm
For complete minisiry schedule and other acivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift af 6:30PM
Find us on Facehook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

A P A 4

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Celebrating 175 Years!
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited o be with us.

Follow Us on Facebook “St. James Lutheran Church” =

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047  Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Sunday Morning: 9:30am Bible Classes for all ages
10:30am Worship Service with nursery available. Live siream available at
leafriver.church/live-now
6941 N. Mt. Morris Rd., Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205
leafriverbc@gmail.com
leafriver.church

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuellindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 o office@immanueHlindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 15t and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanueHindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 hox 67, Lindenwood IL
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library fime. Snacks and coffee.
Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 * Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE"

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., M. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesume.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 8157344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 7346354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church

MOUNT MORRIS

EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.

Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) meet weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not mest
on Wednesdays.

We look forward to meeting you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. ©
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com  Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 . Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse wil lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM Tst & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonume.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
enfwironmem where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org  E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
1145, 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois * 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .

Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588 ¢ Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCISV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERI
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am.
Pastor Phil Thompson
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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Oregon bowling heads to state

OMPETING
against much
larger schools,

the Oregon bowling team
managed to punchiits tick-
et to the state tournament
for only the second time in
school history. The Hawks
took third place at the
sectional, to earn one of
the four state berths.

Here are the enroll-
ment figures of the other
top-placing squads: Har-
lem (1,928), Dixon (760),
Huntley (2,996) Yorkville
(1,974) and Hononegah
(1,911). Once again, it
shows how masterly coach
Al Nordman is in getting
the most out of a smaller
pool of potential bowlers,
though Oregon does co-op
with Winnebago.

A key was balanced
scoring. The top four
bowlers all ranged in the
1,200s and a combined
score of 1,126 came from
two bowlers.

Similar to high-school
golf, that is all you’re
looking for in state ad-
vancement — consistency
in your scorers. Those five
marks added up to 6,105
and a safe cushion of about
100 pins from fifth place.

With February on our
doorstep, itisnottoo early
to look at the IHSA bas-
ketball postseason. Girls
regionals start in a couple
weeks and the boys to start
the following week.

To me, that is a harbin-
ger of spring and an indi-
cation of how fast winter
is moving along.

The big story continues
to be an impending 2A
collision between the girls
from Byron and Stillman
Valley in the sectional.
Last week’s AP rankings
had them tied for No. 2
behind Breese Central.

Also ranked in the top
10 from that sectional was
Aurora Central Catholic.
Whoever emerges from
the sectional will likely
face No. 4 Peoria Notre
Dame.

The area 2A boys is
much milder, with the
Sterling super-sectional
the weakest in the state.

Far and away, the
toughest sectional has

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Commu-
nity Center!

Diamond Painting

Friday, December 31st
is Diamond Painting at
11:00 am. Paintings are
available for purchase.

No. 2 Belleville Althoff,
No. 5 Pickneyville and
No. 6 Benton. Breese
Centralis No. 10 and may
not even make it out of
the sub-sectional.

Like the Byron and
Stillman girls, in 1A
boys, highly-regarded
Pecatonica and Eastland
are on the same path to a
sectional final, with the
Indians already owning
two wins over Eastland.

Eastland lost by 31
points the first time af-
ter trailing 16-0 to start
the game. In round two,
Eastland fell behind ear-
ly again, 24-6, with Pec
scoring on every posses-
sion in the first quarter.

That’s almost impos-
sible to overcome, but
Eastland only lost 63-55.

Beating a quality team
three times is difficult.
The pressure will be
on Pec, as Eastland has
proven capable of being
at their level.

If those two end up in
the sectional final, the
gym at Pecatonica will be
one of the most raucous
sites in the state on March
7. For the record, the 2A
girls sectional final will
be in Rock Falls.

Did you know
that the fast-
est-growing high
school sport for
girls is wrestling?
Before 2018, only
six states sanc-
tioned it. Now,
45 states, includ-
ing Illinois, have
sanctioned it.

Inthe pastdecade, par-
ticipation numbers have
skyrocketed to 50,000.
That’s 20 percent of the
amount boys have, but a
huge increase. This year
will be the fourth state
tournament in what is still
a one-class system.

Next week will be the
boys wrestling region-
als, with Byron hosting
1A. Last year, the Tigers
scored a dramatic 196-
195 win over perennial
favorite Lena-Winslow.

An up-and-coming
Oregon program looks
to do the same this year,
with Byron also being in

Andy Colbert

contention.

After Mark Andrews
of Baltimore dropped
a potential game-tying
extra pass against Buf-
falo in the AFC playoffs,
the Bills’ fans respond-
ed with a sympathetic
heart to Andrews. Over
$100,000 was raised to-
wards Andrews’ favorite
charity.

The “Bills Mafia”, as
their fandom is known,
wanted to offer support
to Andrews, who has re-
ceived much abuse from
his own fans after drop-
ping the pass and also
fumbling earlier in the
game. A Bills fan started
the GoFundMe account
after seeing saw how
distasteful the comments
towards Andrews were.

This isn’t new for
Buffalo, as they have
made similar donations
to former opponents in
the past.

I caught the second
half of the Forreston and
Oregon boys basketball
game last Saturday and
came away impressed
with the performance of
Kendall Erdmann, who
had 35 points.

This game was tied
27-27 at halftime,
before Erdmann
took over and led
histeamtoa73-50
win. The Hawks
had no answer for
him, nor the rest
of the Cardinals,
who out-executed
Oregon on both
sides of the court in the
second half with preci-
sion passing, hot shooting
and being in the right spot
on defense.

Credit to Mickey
Probst for taking three
defensive charges him-
self. I always remember
in basketball practice
how much it meant to our
coaches when someone
would sacrifice their body
for a charge, especially
against a big, bulky guy.

Andy Colbert is a
longtime Ogle County
resident with years of ex-
perience covering Sports
and more for multiple
area publications.

No previous skill re-
quired.

Breakfast with the
Mayor

Join us on Wednesday,
February 5 for Breakfast
with the Mayor! Enjoy
biscuits and gravy or
pancakes and catch up

on what is happening in
the Village of Mt. Morris.
8:00 am — 10:00 am.

Bridge

Do you enjoy playing
bridge? Do you want to
learnto play bridge? Then
join us every Wednesday
at 1:00 pm.

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

Oregon girls basket-
ball team beats Fulton
in overtime

The Oregon High School
varsity girls basketball team
outlasted Fulton 60-52 in
overtime on Wednesday,
Jan. 22. Aniyah Sarver led
the Hawks with 16 points,
while Ella Dannhorn added
14 points and Noelle Girton
chipped in six points. Madi
Shaffer collected six points
as well.

Polo wrestling team
wins over Amboy

The Polo High School
varsity wrestling team won
39-17 over Amboy on
Thursday, Jan. 23. Match
winners for Polo included
Zandra Vock (120), Lu-
cas Nelson (132), Jaidyn
McKinney (138),DylanRe-
imer (157), Micah Stringini
(165), Ethan Dewey (175)
and Shawn Patton (190).

Polo boys basketball
team falls against Amboy

The Polo High School
varsity boys basketball team
fell 57-47 against Amboy
on Thursday, Jan. 23. Gus
Mumford led the Marcos
with 21 points, while Eli
Perez added 14 points in
the loss.

Forreston boys basket-
ball team scores win over
Lena

The Forreston High
School varsity boys basket-
ballteamscoreda53-44 win
over Lenaon Thursday, Jan.
23.Kendal Erdmannled the
Cardinals with 17 pointsand
sevenassists, while Brendan
Greenfield added 16 points.

Jones scored 1,000th
career point for Polo girls
basketball team

Cam Jones eclipsed
1,000 career points during
the Polo High School varsity
girlsbasketball team’s game
against Lena on Saturday,
Jan. 25. Jones scored 14
points with 11 rebounds,
eight steals and eight assists
as the Lady Marcos fell
50-49. Katelyn Rockwood
added 13 points and 12
rebounds, while Laynie
Mandrelltotaled nine points
and six rebounds. Leah To-
bin pitched in seven points
and six rebounds on the
Polo side.

Forreston boys bas-
ketball team knocks off
Oregon

The Forreston High
School varsity boys basket-
ball team knocked off Ore-
gon73-50inanOgle County
matchup on Saturday, Jan.
25. Kendall Erdmann led
the Cardinals with 35 points
and six assists, while Mick-
ey Probst added 10 points
and three charges drawn.
ConnorPolitschtotaled nine

pointsandfiveassists forthe
Cardinals. Kade Girton and
CooperJohnsoneachscored
14 points to lead Oregon.

Oregonboysbasketball
team records win over
Amboy

TheOregonHigh School
varsity boys basketball team
recorded a 59-45 win over
Amboy on Monday, Jan.
27. Three Hawks including
Kade Girton, Keaton Sals-
bury and Cooper Johnson
led the offense with 13
points. Nole Campos added
11 points for Oregon.

Stillman Valley girls
basketball team stays
undefeated with win over
Oregon

The Stillman Valley
High School varsity girls
basketball team remained
undefeatedaftera66-47 win
over Oregon on Tuesday,
Jan.28.Taylor Davidsonled
the Cardinals with 27 points,
while Dailene Wade added
16 points and Lillian Green
tallied 12 points. Ella Dann-
horntopped the Hawks with
14 points and Sarah Eckardt
chipped in nine points.

Polo girls basketball
team nets win against
Milledgeville

The Polo High School
varsity girls basketball team
scored a 48-19 win against
Milledgeville on Tuesday,
Jan. 28. Cam Jones finished
with 16 points, nine assists
and eight steals, while Car-
lee Grobe and Leah Tobin
each added nine points for
the Lady Marcos. Katelyn
Rockwood notched eight
rebounds.

Polo wrestling team
sweeps meet with West
Carroll and DuPec

The Polo High School
varsity wrestling team won
its triangular meet with
DuPec and West Carroll
on Tuesday, Jan. 28. The
Marcos topped DuPec 54-
15 and West Carroll 42-24.
Match winners against
DuPec were Taryn Heather
(106), Lucas Nelson (132),
Jaidyn McKinney (138),
Tyler Webster (144), Dylan
Reimer (150), Kaenyn Mc-
Carren(157), Micah Stringi-
ni(165), EthanDewey (175)
and Shawn Patton (190).
Match winners against West
Carroll were Lucas Nelson
(132), Jaidyn McKinney
(138), Tyler Webster (144),
Kaenyn McCarren (157),
Micah Stringini (165),
Ethan Dewey (175) and
Shawn Patton (190).

Oregon boys bowling
team qualifies for IHSA
State Championship

The Oregon boys bowl-
ing team competed in the
IHS A Sectional tournament

at Plum Hollow Family
Center, and for the second
time in the program’s 21-
year history came away
with a team berth in next
weekend’s THSA State
Finals. The Hawks entered
thedayastheNo. 14 ranked
teaminthestate andfinished
third behind No. 1 ranked
Harlem and the hometown
Dixon Dukes. It was yet
againanotherwell-rounded
team effort with Oregon’s
highestfinishing individual
being Gavvin Surmo witha
14th place finish. The day
was carried by the overall
strength ofthe entireteam’s
performance.

The Hawks started the
day with a good game
— 1048 , but found them-
selves in ninth place in an
extremely high scoring
field. Oregon rebounded in
the second game and rose
to third place, then second
place in game three until
Dixon caught the Hawks in
the sixth and final game, but
remained 189 pins ahead of
the cut line for advancing.
Oregon was led by Gavvin
Surmo with a 1,297 series
followed by Caleb Brooks
with a 1,248 series, RJ
Keene with a 1,228 series,
Ethan Smice with a 1,206,
Matthew Stahl with a 786
series (four games) and
Caleb Ehrler with a 340
series (two games). In
the process of qualifying,
Gavvin Surmo set a school
record as the first Oregon
bowler to advance to the
individual state finals as
both a one-handed bowler
in 2023 and a two-handed
bowler in 2025. The State
Finals will be next Friday
and Saturday at St. Clair
Bowl in Fairview Heights.

Oregon girls bowling
team faces Rockford
Lutheran

The Oregon girls bowl-
ing team traveled to Park
Lanes, Loves Park to take
on Rockford Lutheran and
came away with a 1,632-
1,579 victory. The contest
was played 4-on-4 as both
teams were short bowlers.
In what was a complete
team effort, Oregon was
able to counter Lutheran’s
Addisyn Herbst big night
who had a 580 series. The
Lady Hawks were led by
Carli Bailey with a 479
series (191,149,139) fol-
lowed closely by Katlyn
Miller with a 440 series,
Savannah Nagy with a
437 series — including an
Oregon high game of 193
and Delilia Anaya with a
276 series. The win raised
Oregon’s record to 6-4 on
the season.

‘z<lr)t1 IS R
Ollgcliblgs

Belvidere Collectible Coins

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm
~ Call For Directions ~ (815) 547-7111
880 Belvidere Road ¢ Belvidere, IL

_THIS G THAT
Colloctiblios

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL
815.909.1069
Open 7 days a week
Antiques, MCM, Primitives & Vintage
Dixie Belle Paint Company Elite Retailer
Redesign with Prima Retailer

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES

JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,
PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
OPEN

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
10:00 AMTO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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BHS boys basketball team falls against Pecatonica

BY ANDY COLBERT
CORRESPONDENT

BYRON—IfPecaton-
ica’s undefeated basket-
ball team gets into a close
game in the post season,
they may be grateful for
the test Byron provided.
In an 83-70 Pecatonica
win, it was still a one-pos-
session game midway
through the fourth quarter.

This after Cason New-
ton hit back-to-back
three-pointers to pull By-
ron with 68-65. Newton,
the only returning starter
from last year’s state third
place finisher, scorched

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Did You Know?

In April 1907, the
Board of Directors of Or-
egon Township Library
met for the firsttime at the
Abstract Office. Present
were, H.G. Kauffman,
M. Farrell, Frank E.
Reed, President, Fran-
cis Bacon, D.A. Bellis
and Charles D. Etnyre,
Secretary. Two of the
agenda items were the
authorization to purchase
the Library lot for $1,980
and the request from
Pond & Pond for library
building plans. (Infor-
mation compiled from
historical documents
found in cupboards in the
Library office.)

Ogle County Mini
Food Center Pantry

A donation box for
the local Ogle County
Mini Food Center Pantry
is currently located in
the Library’s northwest
lobby entrance. A list of
acceptable food items is
posted along with more
information about the
food center which is lo-
cated at Conover Square.

Preschool Story Time

(18 months — 6 years).
Story Time is back! Sto-
ries, crafts and friends to
share books...all at your
Library on Mondays at
10 am! Registration is
required, visit www.or-
egonpubliclibrary.com.
or call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, February
12, at 12:30 to discuss
Their Eyes Were Watch-
ing God by Zora Neale
Hurston. Cocktails and
Crime will meet on Feb-
ruary 16, so stop by the
Library to find out what
book, what time and
where it will meet. The
Afternoon Book Club
meets Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19, at 1 pm to
discuss Fellowship Point
by Alice Elliott Dark.
Books on Tap Book Club

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library Closed

The library will be
closed on Monday, Feb-
ruary 17", in observance
of President’s Day.

Ink with a Friend

Monday, February 10®
at Spm. We will be offering
a card-making class from
local crafter, Liz Gullett.
She will be here on Mon-
day, February 10" at Spm!
Youwill get all the materi-
als to make two beautiful
cards to take home. Stop
by to see the samples, $5
fee when you register.
Registration is limited so
call the library or stop by
to save your spot before
February 3!

Lego Night!

Thursday, February
20" at 6pm. Bring the
family out for some awe-
some brick building! We
will pull out#AlltheLegos
for this night and kids can
build whatever they can
imagine. Then, they can
putanameto their creation
and keep it on our display
for all to enjoy until the

the No. 1 team in 1A for
33 points, with an evenly
balanced 17 in the first
half and 16 in the second.

In its last two games,
Pecatonica held its entire
teams to the same or fewer
total points than that. And
Newton had to work for
his shots, of which seven
were from beyond the arc.

“Newton was phenom-
enal,” Pecatonica coach
Bobby Heisler said. “He
shot lights out.”

In the end, the biggest
difference proved to be
the poise and experience
of Pecatonica over the
youth of Byron, who

started all underclassmen

“Pec’s been playing
three years together and
have had close calls in
almost getting to state,”
Byron coach Matt Huels
said. “That’s like 90
games together. They
will win the state cham-
pionship.”

From the start, Byron
was in attack mode, taking
14-7 lead, after a string
of seven missed shots
by the Indians, it longest
drought of the game. Pec
did regain a 43-40 lead at
half, but Heisler knew his
team was in trouble.

“I thought our defense

wasn’t where it needed to
be,” said the coach with
25 years of experience at
high school and college.
“The Byron coaches had
a game plan, and we were
out-played. We cannot
allow 70 points.”

The previous high
scored on Pec was 62 by
Harlem and 61 by Platte-
ville (Wisconsin).

In the third quarter,
Cooper Hoffman had two
easy lay-ups to give Pec
its largestlead of the game
at58-50. It was also Hoff-
man sealing the win with
two baskets underneath at
the end of the game.

“Cooper plays at such
a high level, he makes
it look easy. The game
slows down for players
like him,” Heisler said.

Joining Hoffman in
the fourth-quarter scoring
spree was 6-foot-3 senior
Jaxon Diedrich, who had
3 consecutive baskets to
make it 79-67. The 22
points by Hoffman, 21
by Diedrich, 18 by Brody
Black and 13 by Jordan
Gassman were all from
senior starters.

“It was still a struggle
against Byron,” Hoffman
said. “Weknew comingin
they were going to give

us a game and they did.”

For Byron (16-5),
sophomore Ben Hiveley
added 10 points, junior
Caden Considine nine,
and sophomore JJ Ed-
monson and freshman
Kaden McGough seven
each. Considine made his
physical presence felt in-
side with decisive drives
to basket and kickbacks
to open shooters.

“Our young kids had
anamazing effort,” Huels
said. “Coming into the
season, we didn’t know
how it was going to look.
There’s a lot of potential
here.”

will meet on February
27 at 6 pm at Cork &
Tap to discuss Margo’s
Got Money Troubles by
Rufi Thorpe. Is This Just
Fantasy? Book Club will
meet February 18 at 6pm
at the Library to discuss
The Book of Doors by
Gareth Brown.

Winter Blues Bundle

Jan31-Feb24. Winter
got you down? Well get
ready to think Spring!
Our Winter Blues Bundle
Boxesareback! Eachbox
will have your chosen
reading materials hand-
picked by our librarians,
along with snacks and
an activity. Oregon Pa-
trons ONLY, 1 box per
household. Forms may be
picked up at the library
or go to Oregon Public
Library website to fill
out a form.

Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, February 4
at 1:30pm or 5:30 pm
(Choose your time slot) .
Alcohol Splattered Ink
Heart Tiles. All you need
is love and alcohol ink!
This is an adult only
class, 18 and up. Regis-
tration required, please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

An Evening with
James McBride

Tuesday, February 4
at 7 PM. Illinois Librar-
ies Present James Mc-
Bride, an award-winning
author, musician, and
screenwriter. His land-
mark memoir, The Color
of Water, was published
in 1996 and is considered
an American classic, read
in schools and univer-
sities across the United
States. His 2013 novel,
The Good Lord Bird,
won the National Book
Award for Fiction and
was adapted by Ethan
Hawke and Jason Blum
into a Showtime series
bearing the same name.
His latest, The Heaven &

Earth Grocery Store, was
named one of the New
York Times’ 100 Nota-
ble Books of 2023. In
2016, President Obama
awarded McBride the
National Humanities
Medal “for humanizing
the complexities of dis-
cussing race in America.
Through writings about
his own uniquely Amer-
ican story, and his works
of fiction informed by
our shared history, his
moving stories of love
display the character of
the American family.”
In 2024 he became the
latest recipient of the Li-
brary of Congress Prize
for American Fiction. A
native New Yorker, Mc-
Bride is a Distinguished
Writer in Residence at
New York University.
Heather Marie-Montlilla
of PBS Books will join
McBride in conversa-
tion. Register at: https://
bit.ly/ILP_JamesMc-
Bride This event is
made possible by Illinois
Libraries Present (ILP),
astatewide collaboration
among public libraries
offering premier events.
ILP is funded in part by
a grant awarded by the
Illinois State Library, a
department of the Office
of Secretary of State, us-
ing funds provided by the
U.S. Institute of Museum
and Library Services,
under the provisions of
the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA).
ILP is committed to in-
clusion and accessibility.
Common Scams and
How to Avoid Them
Tuesday, February 11
at 1 pm. A representa-
tive from the Attorney
General’s Office from
Chicago will be at the
Oregon Public Library
to speak and educate the
public on how to be on
the lookout for the latest
scams, protect yourself
from deceptive practices

and understand consumer
rights and actions against
fraud. Registration is not
necessary, but is recom-
mended due to limited
seating space.

Inflation: How it
Affects a Fixed-Income
Budget

Thursday, February
13 at 10 am. University
of Illinois Extension
Service will present a
webinar session into
what inflation is and
how it affects our buy-
ing power, how we can
adjust our budget with
increasing prices, and
provide resources to
better understand the
effects of inflation in our
everyday lives. This will
be held at the Oregon
Public Library and no
registration is required.

Ink with A Friend
Monthly Card Club

Monday, February
17 at 6:00pm. Sending
personal cards to your
friends and family is a
way to let them know
you care and are thinking
about them. All designs
include beautiful col-
ored cardstock, gorgeous
designer series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards
come with matching en-
velopes. Whether you’re
a new card maker or a
seasoned pro, our kits are
suited to every skill level.
Don’twait! Sign up today
to reserve your spot. Or-
egon Patrons only. Reg-
istration required (815)
732-2724 or www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com

Lego Club

Monday, February 17
pm at 1 pm (2nd grade
& up) (No School). Get
together and spend some
recreational time build-
ing! There will be a lim-
ited number of vintage
kitinstructions available,
so if you make it, you

can take it! (First come,
first serve) The club is
designed to provide an
enjoyable activity (FUN)
that stimulates and devel-
ops spatial intelligence.
Registration is required.

Functional Fitness

Wednesdays at
9:30am. In this class,
we use exercises based
on whole-body move-
ments to restore posture,
improve body mechan-
ics, build strength and
endurance, and fine-tune
balancing skills. We start
with a slow warm-up
followed by core ex-
ercises — then explore
how to utilize these tools
based on real situations
in daily life. Bring your
yoga mat! All levels are
welcome. - OREGON
PATRONS ONLY - Reg-
istration required, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

Knit & Crochet

Mondays at 1:00pm.
This group meets every
Monday at 1 pm and is
open to anyone. From
beginner to expert, all
skill level are welcome
to join. Bring any hand
craft and work on it
while socializing. Need
help getting started with
your knitting project,
stop in on a Monday.
Registration is requested,
visit http://www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com or
call (815) 732-2724.

Photo Printer at the
library!

The library now has a
photo printer capable of
printing4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10,
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on
a Tuesday from 9am to
4pm and see what it can
print for you!

Community Seed
Library

Harvesting your gar-
den? Have extra seeds?
Donate them to the com-
munity seed library. We

have seed envelops for
you to fill for our collec-
tion. Seeds are FREE for
anyone.

Oregon Writers
Group

Meets the 2nd Tues-
day of the month at
10:00am. The OWG
is a gathering of writ-
ers or writer-wannabes
who meet to support
each other and further
their own writing. The
purpose of the group is
to help and encourage
you in your writing. If
you need brainstorming
ideas, we can help sug-
gest ideas or aid with the
creative process.

Passport Services

The Oregon Public
Library offers Passport
Application Processing.
Patrons seeking Passport
Services should call the
Library prior to their visit
to ensure that an official
processor is available at
that time and for a check-
list of items, you will
need for the appointment.

Find A Character
Ticket!

What is a Character
Ticket? A character Tick-
et represents an image
of a character from that
specific book. Character
Tickets will be hidden
in various books in the
children/youth book col-
lection. After you check
out a book and find a
character ticket in the
book, you may adopt
that character doll and
take it home. Open to
Oregon Public Library
cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story- Stacey Speaks Up
by Stacey Abrams. At
the StoryWalk is Valen-
tine Mice by Bethany
Roberts.

next Lego night!

Display Case Show-
ings

Wehaveabeautiful col-
lection of plates in the li-
brary! On loan from Chris
Ware, a variety of vintage
collector plates ranging
from Norman Rockwell
to nursery rhymes. Stop
by to see this gorgeous
collection! We are always
looking for collectors or
artists who are willing
to share their treasures in
our display cases. If you
are interested, please call,
815-734-4927.

Therapy Dog, Holly, to
Read with Kids Monday,
February 24"

We have an exciting
opportunity at the Mount
Morris Library with Holly,
a local therapy dog. Holly
will be here the 4" Monday
of each month from 5pm
until 6:30pm for 15-minute
time slots. You canregister
achild for a time slot using
the link in our Facebook
Eventspage! This program
is free for anyone, but you

must register to let Holly
know you will be coming
to visit!

Book Donations Wel-
come

Our book sale was such
agreat success due to all of
your wonderful donations!
We are accepting dona-
tions again for the next
book sale! If you have any
media you no longer need
or want-bring them to the
MountMorris Library! We
cannot accept textbooks,
encyclopedias, Reader’s
Digest Condensed books,
VHS tapes, or audio cas-
settes.

Explore More Illinois

Explore More Illinois
users can access and re-
serve passes from any
of our attractions on the
Mount Morris Library
website, mtmorris-il.org,
under the resources page.
Visitthe website to browse
attractions.

Lions Club Glasses
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donationboxes foreye-

glass recycling are avail-
able at the library. When
the boxes are full, they are
picked up by local Lions
members and dropped off
at collection depots. These
recycled eyeglasses are
given to people in need,
with the help of various
medical missionaries, in
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world.
Whentheeyeglassesarrive
in these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription
eyeglasses thatare as close
as possible to that person’s
sight needs. When donat-
ing HEARING AIDS,
pleasebesuretoplacethem
inasmall box or hard-cov-
ered case so they donot get
crushed or damaged.
Adult Programming
We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends
workbetter? Doyouhavea
program you would like to
share/lead? Contact Mary

Cheatwood at the library
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.orgorcall 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy to many, and
doubles in value. Your
memorial gifttothe library
ismatched by the Mt. Mor-
ris Library Foundation,
doubling your generosity!
Many thanks to all who
gave memorial gifts in
2023.

Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiv-
ing the Dixon Telegraph
daily! Wereceive the Ogle
County Life, Sauk Valley,
and Mt. Morris Times. If
you want to keep up with
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have
the option of having your
materials delivered to your
vehicle. If you have holds
waiting for you, call us to
tellus youare on your way,
and we will bring them out

to your vehicle when you
arrive. Call us if you need
more information.

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
per black and white page).
We fax ($2 for the firstpage
and $0.50 each additional
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email
($2 perdocument). Youcan
use a computer without a
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available
on our computers. Come
visitus and letus help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm at
thelibrary unless otherwise
noted. The public is wel-
come to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Libraryislocatedat 105
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt.
Morris IL 61054 — 815-
734-4927 Fax-815-734-
6035 www.mtmorris-il.
org
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JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Joinus in person at the
library for songs, stories
and crafts! Ages 2-5.
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Period Product Drive

Did you know that 1 in
5 people who menstruate
struggle to afford period
products? This February,
we’re collecting products
to help fight period pov-
erty in Ogle County. You
can help us make a dif-
ference by donating pads,

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is
a resource center located
at 810 S. 10th Street, Or-
egon. Our activities and
trips are open to all ages.
Call our office @ 815-
732-3252 for assistance
with Benefit Access Ap-
plication for a license
plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance
or other things. Visit us
at www.rockrivercenter.
org and like us on Face-

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Toddler/Preschool
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00
am. Joinus every Wednes-
day, when school is in
session, at 10:00 am for

tampons and pantyliners
to the collection box in
the library lobby. Dona-
tions will be distributed
to women’s shelters and
food pantries throughout
Ogle County. Feb. 1 —
Feb. 28.

Toddler Time: Jumbo
Blocks

Indulge your little
one’s curiosity with a
hands-on event just for
them. Join us for some
imaginative play with
oversized jumbo blocks?
Friday, Feb. 7, 10 a.m.
Ages 1-4. Registration

required: 815-645-8611.

Costume Character
Storytime: Duck!

It’s Monday and
school’s out for the day!
Join us for storytime and
craft featuring the popular
books from the “Click
Clack” ... series by Do-
reen Cronin. We’ll read
books, sing songs and
have a great time. Duck
will join us for fun and
photos. Monday, Feb.
17, 1 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Introduction to An-
cestry & Genealogy

Basics

Are you a newbie to
genealogyresearch? This
class is intended for you.
Join us for a very basic
introduction to family
history and using An-
cestry Library Edition.
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 6 p.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Trivia Night at the
Library Fundraiser

Gather a team and join
us at your favorite library
in the Valley to help
Friends of the Library
raise funds to support

library programs and
services. Teams of 4-6
players for variety trivia
in rounds. Friday, Feb.
28, 7 p.m. $10/player.
Advanced registration is
required. Call the library
for more details and to
register: 815-645-8611.
Roadside Attractions
with Leslie Goddard
Have you ever slept
in a wigwam? Or taken a
selfie with Paul Bunyan?
Ever stepped inside an
alligator’s mouth? Since
Americans took to the
highways for long-dis-

tance travel in the 1920s,
entrepreneurs have been
dreaming up unusual
structures to attract pass-
ing motorists. Although
the heyday passed with
the arrival of interstate
highways, thousands of
quirky roadside attrac-
tions remain. Join Pop
culture historian Leslie
Goddard, Ph. D. to ex-
plore these unique struc-
tures and what they tell us
about the history of road
travel. Monday, March
31,6:30 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

book.
Crocheting & Knit-
ting
Thursday, Feb. 6-9:00
—11:00 a.m.
Dice Games
Monday, Feb. 10 —
10:00 — 11:15 a.m.
Wood Carvers
Tuesdays - 9:00 —

Michigan Rummy

Wednesdays - 12:30 —
3:15 p.m.

February Yoga
Classes

Yoga: 10:00 -11:00
am. Chair Yoga: 11:15
— 12:00 noon. When:
Friday, Feb. 7, 14, and &
21. Cost: $5 per session.

[llinois Fridays from
9:00 am — 3:00 p.m.
By Appointment Only.
To schedule your ap-
pointment, please call:
815-633-8266 or 217-
836-6575. The Veteran’s
Service Officer serves
Veterans of all ages and
assists them with appli-

CANCERSUPPORT
GROUP
Meets: 4th

Wednesday in February,
May, August & Novem-
ber. Time: 2:00 — 3:00
p-m. 24 Hour Advance
Registration Required.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 1st Wednes-
day of the month. Time:
10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

LOW VISION
GROUP

Meets: 2nd and
4th Tuesday of month.
Time: 12:00 p.m. — 1:30
p.m.

For more information

11:00 a.m. Veteran’s Assistance cations and other benefits Meets: 3RD Tuesday on any of our Support
Mexican Train Dom- Your Veteran’s Ser- available to them. of month. Time: 10:00 —  Groups, call Rock River
inoes vice Officer will now SUPPORTGROUPS 11:30 a.m. Center at
Wednesdays - 9:30 —  be serving you at: 1001 @ ROCKRIVER CEN- DIABETIC SUP- 815-732-3252 or
11:00 a.m. Pines Road Oregon, TER PORT GROUP 1-800-541-5479.
stories, games, and crafts.  arelaxed setting. Wehope  smallkitchenette)isavail- Soft Plastic Recycling  cereal/snack bags, bubble

This program is a great
opportunity for children
and caregiversto discover
the joy of sharing stories
and making new friends in

you’ll join us!
Community Room
Looking for a place

to hold your event? Our

community room (with a

able for meetings, parties,
showers, family reunions,
and more. Please call the
library at (815)938-2624
foradditional information.

We are collecting film-
type plastic for recycling.
Thisincludes plastic bags,
zipper type baggies (with
the zip portion removed),

Weekly Brain Busters

ing Crossword
ACROSS 1 |2 [3 |4 6 [7 s
1 Beanies
5 Enfold 12
9 Stanley Cup
org.
12 Luau dance
13 Roof over-
hang
14 Parisian "yes"
15 Pedestal
occupant
16 Sketch
17 Trio after Q
18 Church organ
feature
19 Retrieve 44
20 Bogus 50
21 Canonized Fr.
woman 53
23 Soul, to Sartre
25 "Fantasia" 56
ballerinas
28 Esteem 51 Altar promise 7 Online icon 30 Tier
32 Commence 52 Bullets 8 Church seat 31 Mag. staff
33 Biblical king 53 Family 9 Director 35 Energetic per-
34 Gave a 54 Fresh Ephron son
speech 55 Low digits 10 Corn cover 36 Shorthand
36 Sipping aids 56 Warmonger 11 Low-calorie pros
37 Weep 20 Frenzied state 39 Profit
38 Spigot DOWN 22 Photocopier 40 Shoppe
39 "Holy cow!" 1 Poker token need description
42 Away from 2 BMWrrival 24 Maestro 41 Pack cargo
SSW 3 Fallinto a Zubin — 43 Handle
44 Foot fraction chair 25 "Westworld" 45 "The Lion
48 Flight stat 4 Merchant's network King" lion
49 "Misery" star spiel 26 Suffix with 46 Gullet
James 5 Hunks of hotel 47 Slugger Aaron
50 Olympian cheese 27 Links org. 49 Purring pet
Lipinski 6 Exceptional 29 Notable time
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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MAGIC MAZE

wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags
are free from debris and
remove all paper/sticker
labels. Thank you!

THINGS
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(ONSIGNTIFICANTDOM
YKI I MG T OO ECAYWF
UL L VS EQEWPYNILNIJO
HFHATIT B RMEEATCTI AK
Y XV T EL UES S QWC P C
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: JUST ONE OF — THINGS
Best Last Other Sure
Course of Living Real The way of
Earthly Mere Scheme of Thick of
Insignificant Nice Seeing

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

€ Moderate @ € Challenging

® e ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

wi>|w|c|a|—=|—|O|T

|
a
n
v
o

@
=
£
-
N
5
E
=
c
(o]
=

oS

siamsuy

— promssor) buny —

O X O — T F)

(™

SONIHL —
9|v|8|€|6]}L|L]|C]|S
6|C|G|¥ L]|9]|€|L]|8
L1€]2|8]|G|C|9]6|F
AEIREIEI AN
Gl9|v|L|8]L]|6|E|C
L|1|6]C €[¥|S|8]9
81,|9(6|L|G|C|V|€
716[1]19/C|€|8|G|.
€lS|2|L|v[8]L|9]6

Jamsuy

— nMoans Apleam —



MONDAY, FEB. 3, 2025

OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCKVALLEY SHOPPER « SECTION B « PAGE 9

Classif

Marketplac

OGLE COUNTY -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
OF ELECTION OF
DIRECTORS

To All Owners And Oc-
cupiers Of Lands Lying
Within The Boundaries
Of The Ogle County
Soil And Water Conser-
vation District:

Notice is hereby given
that an Election will be
held on the 18th day of
February 2025 at 7:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the
USDA Service Center,
213 W. Pines Road,
Oregon, IL. Two (2)
Directors will be elected
to serve the Ogle Coun-
ty Soil and Water Con-
servation District of the
State of lllinois.

All persons, firms or
corporations who hold
legal title or are in legal
possession of any land
lying within the bound-
aries of the said district
are eligible to vote at
said election, whether
as lessee, renter, tenant

or otherwise.
Only such persons,
firms or corporations

are eligible to vote.

Marcia Heuer, Chair-
person

Ogle County Soil and
Water Conservation
District

DATE: 8th day of Janu-
ary 2025.

No. 0113

(Jan. 13 and Feb. 3,
2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be
received by the Ogle
County Highway De-
partment, Oregon, II-
linois until 2:00 P.M.,
February 10, 2025, for
the following sections:
1. 25-XX000-00-GM
Furnish and Spread
2025 Township MFT
Aggregate
2. 25-XX000-00-GM
Furnish and Apply 2025
Township MFT Calcium
Chloride
3. 25-XX000-00-GM
Furnish and deliver
2025 Township MFT
Pipe Supply
4. 2025 County Pipe
5. 2025 County Aggre-
gate
Proposals are avail-
able at the Ogle County
Highway Department,
1989 South IL Rt 2,
Oregon, IL between
the hours of 7:00 A.M.
and 3:30 P.M. Monday
- Friday. The Road
and Bridge Committee
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject and or all
bids.

No. 0115
(Jan. 27 and Feb. 3,
2025)

NOTICE
Notice to Bidders —
Tillable Farmland for
Lease
The Byron Fire Protec-
tion District is accepting
Sealed Cash Bids for
the lease of approxi-
mately 37 tillable acres
located on the East side
of the intersection at
Tower and Water Road,
commonly known as
the Emery Property,
parcel id #05-19-326-

004. Lease will run from
March 1, 2025 through
February 28, 2026.
Sealed cash bid on dol-
lars per acre are due
by Thursday, February
20th, 2025, no later than
3:00 pm. Sealed bids
will be opened at the
Byron Fire Protection
District Board Meeting
on the 25th of February
at approximately 6:15
pm. Sealed bids will be
accepted at Byron Fire
District Headquarters
located at 123 N. Frank-
lin Street. Persons in-
terested in viewing the
property, please contact
the Fire District at 815-
234-4911.

No. 0117

(Jan. 27 and Feb. 3,
2025)

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Village of Davis
Junction will receive
bids for a site devel-
opment contract until
10:00 o’clock A.M. on
the 27th day of Febru-
ary, 2025 at Davis Junc-
tion Village Hall, located
at 106 North Elm Street,
Davis Junction, lllinois
61020, at which time
and place all bids will
be publicly opened and
read aloud.

The proposed work for
which the Village of
Davis Junction is so-
liciting bids consists of
one contract, “Rebuild
Downtowns and Main
Streets Capital Grant
Gateway  Subdivision
Lot 1 Improvements”,
and includes the follow-
ing:

“Construction of a com-
mercial  development
and building for Lot 1
of the Gateway Subdi-
vision. Work shall in-
clude earth excavation
and embankment con-
struction; construction
of hot-mix asphalt park-
ing lots; construction of
combination  concrete
curb and gutter, con-
struction of portland
cement concrete side-
walks and slabs; con-
struction of site storm,
sanitary, water, electri-
cal, and gas utilities and
appurtenances;  con-
struction of a three (3)
unit, steel framed build-
ing with brick veneer
and related mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing
appurtenances; and the
associated site erosion
control and site resto-
ration.”

The contract docu-
ments, including Draw-
ings and Specifications,
and form of contract
and bonds for perfor-
mance and payment,
are on file at the office
of the Village Clerk, 106
North EIm Street, Davis
Junction, lllinois 61020
and at the office of the
ENGINEER, Willett,
Hofmann & Associates,
Inc., 57 Airport Drive,
Rockford, lllinois 61109.
Copies of the Contract
Documents, including
Project Manual and
the Construction Draw-
ings, shall be obtained
electronically in PDF
format from the Wil-
lett, Hofmann & Asso-
ciates, Inc. website at

ied

OGLE COUNTY

www.willetthofmann.
com. Contractors shall
click on “Bid Login” on
the homepage of the
website and follow the
instructions. The eBid-
Doc# (project number)
is 9491444 for this proj-
ect.

A certified check or
bank draft, payable to
the order of the Village
of Davis Junction, llli-
nois, negotiable U.S.
Government Bonds (at
par value) or a satisfac-
tory Bid Bond executed
by the Bidder and an
acceptable surety in an
amount equal to five
percent (5%) of the total
bid shall be submitted
with each bid.

Attention is called to the
fact that not less than
the minimum salaries
and wages as set forth
in the Contract Docu-
ments must be paid on
this project, and that
the CONTRACTOR
must ensure that em-
ployees and applicants
for employment are not
discriminated  against
because of their race,
color, religion, sex or
national origin.

This project is being
funded with a Rebuild
lllinois grant which in-
cludes the following
grant requirements.
Bidder must comply
with the requirement of
the Business Enterprise
Program (BEP) Act for
Minorities, Females,
and Persons with Dis-
abilities (30 ILCS 575)
and the BEP Utilization
Plan. The BEP Act es-
tablishes the goal for
contracting businesses
that have been cer-
tified vendors to per-
form the anticipated
direct  subcontracting
opportunities for this
project.  Bidder must
comply with the lllinois
Works Jobs Program
Act ILCS559/20-1 et
seq. which requires
the contractor to hire
apprentices to work at
least 10% of the total
hours worked in each
prevailing wage clas-
sification. Bidder must
also comply with the
Employment of IL Work-
ers on Public Works
Act 30 ILCS 570/0.02
et seq. which requires
90% of the workforce to
be IL residents during
periods of high unem-
ployment.

A non-mandatory Pre-
Bid Meeting will be held
at 10 o’clock A.M. on
the 11th of February,
2025, at Davis Junction
Village Hall, located at
106 North Elm Street,
Davis Junction, lllinois
61020. The meeting
will be for answering
questions and provid-
ing guidelines for the
Bidders regarding the
Business Enterprise
Program (BEP) and the
specific BEP require-
ments for the project.
The Village of Davis
Junction is an equal
opportunity  employer.
The Village of Davis
Junction does not dis-
criminate on the basis
of handicapped status
in the admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or

employment in, its pro-
grams or activities.

The Village of Davis
Junction reserves the
right to reject any or all
bids or to waive any in-
formality in the bidding.
Bids may be held by the
Village of Davis Junc-
tion for a period not to
exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the
opening of bids for the
purpose of reviewing
the bids and investigat-
ing the qualifications of
bidders, prior to award-
ing the Contract.

BY ORDER OF
VILLAGE OF DAVIS
JUNCTION, ILLINOIS
By: Sandie Maahs, Vil-
lage Clerk
DATE:
2025

No. 0201
(Feb. 3, 2025)

February 3,

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
Rockvale Township that
a Public Hearing will
be held Thursday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2025 at 6:00
P.M. at the original Ogle
County Courthouse,
Third  Floor County
Board Room #317, 105
S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL,
to consider the request
fled January 9, 2025
of Gerald Martin and
Wesley Martin, 2456
E. Pleasant Grove
Rd., Oregon, IL for an
Amendment to the Zon-
ing District to rezone
from AG-1 Agricultural
District to B-1 Business
District on the property
described as follows
and owned by the peti-

tioner(s):
Part of the Southwest
Quarter  (SW1/4)  of

the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) of Section 25
Rockvale Township 24
North, Range 10 East
of the 4th P.M., Ogle
County, IL, 8.0 acres of
the 80.0 acre site

Property Identification
Number: Part of 09-25-
100-001

Common Location:

2500 block of N. Black-
hawk Rd.

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportuni-
ty to be heard. Any per-
son who also wishes to
appear as an interested
party with the right to
cross-examine others
at the hearing must
complete and file an ap-
pearance form with the
Ogle County Planning
& Zoning Department
no later than five (5)
business days before
the date of the hear-
ing. The application for
this map amendment
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php .

ANUCFIF IO NERERR!
IDIIRHSIEOIRNT

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 9th day of Jan-
uary 2025

#01-25AM

No. 0202

(Feb. 3, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is here-
by given to all persons
in Scott Township and
Marion Township that
a Public Hearing will
be held Thursday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2025 at 6:00
P.M. at the Old Ogle
County Courthouse,
Third  Floor County
Board Room #317, 105
S. Fifth St., Oregon, IL,
to consider the request
filed January 15, 2025
of USS Stillman Creek
Solar, LLC, 100 N. 6th
St., Ste. 410B, Minne-
apolis, MN for a Special
Use Permit in the AG-1
Agricultural District to
allow the construc-
tion and operation of a
5MWac Community So-
lar Facility on the prop-
erty described as fol-
lows and being leased
by the petitioner:

Part of the G.L. 2 of
Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) Fractional
Section 18 Scott Town-
ship 42 North, Range
1 East of the 3rd P.M;
and part of the South-
west Quarter (SW1/4)
Fractional Section 36
Marion Township 25N,
R11E of the 4th P.M,,
Ogle County, IL, 35.0
acres, more or less of
the 89.56 acre site
Property Identification
Number: Part of 11-18-
100-003 and Part of 05-
36-300-006 Common
Location: 7000 block of
N. Stillman Rd.

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County
Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 15th day of
January 2025
#01-25SU

No. 0203

(Feb. 3, 2025)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published

any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare

facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in its
care.

203

HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

e OGLE COUNTY

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience

when you promote your business here. This is a

e neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local
. shopping, dining, events and more, making it

a highly effective place for your business to

advertise directly to the consumer.

Full-Time & Part-Time

Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted

section of the Classifieds

“.: To learn more about
advertising, contact one of our
helpful ad consultants today.

. 815-732-2156

A

203
HELP WANTED

is looking to hire a
Laborer/ CDL Driver.

Motivated applicants are
encouraged to apply within.

Please Call 815-703-9461
to set up time to apply and have

a conversation.
We are a family owned and operated company.
PIA#65

excellent reasons

N _

1. TO MEET DEMAND. People’s wants and needs
change from day to day. Regular advertising
increases the likelihood of consumers choosing
your company when they need your specific
product or service.

2. TO BUILD TRUST. The more consumers are
exposed to your advertising, the more familiar they
become with your brand. Trust builds over time.

3. TO STAY COMPETITIVE. To stay in the race, you
must remain top-of-mind with your desired
clientele. If your competitors advertise more often
than you, who is the customer likely to turn to
when they need a product or service? You know
the answer.

4. TO GENERATE INTEREST. When a product or
service is advertised several times, it's bound to
pique consumer interest. What do you have to
lose?

5. TO ESTABLISH YOUR CREDIBILITY. Frequent

advertising strengthens your brand image and
ensures consumers take your business seriously.

6. TO BE REMEMBERED. Repetition is the key to
ensuring your message reaches your target
audience. It's much the same as learning a new

skill. After all, memory has a way of fading.

7.T0 SAVE MONEY. Consistently buying advertising
space in your local newspaper is a great way to
benefit from lower rates.

In short, regular advertising
multiplies your chances of increasing your

revenues.

~

"

$
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OGLE COUNTY

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

301
ANTIQUES

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

SNOWBLOWER
FOR SALE

Troy-Bilt “Storm 2410”

%Z-S’tage Snowblower
$350

Contact: 815-734-1363

PIA#66 02032025

¥20¢¢190

New I\/I|Iford:.°.-_
Refrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rocl

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.
Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition.
Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

511
STORAGE UNITS

k&P SELF
STORAGE

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

New, Used,
Scratch & Dent

carry a large
selection of
refurbisheq

Refrigerators appliance
Freezers with a S
Washers/Dryers Warranty,
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

815-262-3900

oglecountylife.com Recycle

UZZED DRIVING

Quitting smokmg
was hard.
Screenlng for Iung
cancer is easy.

Storage Unit Sizes;
Fx100 10010

E s 1 30’@
SIS

EVENTS

GUN SHOW: February 7-8, 2025,
Badger Military Collectible & Military
Firearms Show Waukesha Expo,
1000 Northview RD. Waukesha, WI.
Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm, $10 (Under
14 FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677
www.bobandrocco.com

IS DRUNK DRIVING

Ba0E

NHTSA

AUCTION'SECTION

Deadlines
Wednesday
at S p.m.
Call 815-732-2156

GET DOWN

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE "~ :
1

I'CHECK IT

Check it every day. Self-monitoring is power.

Visit: ManageYourBP.org

A

It's a Smart Investment

N ROCHELLE Leader

\?

GLE COUNTY

LiFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER =i

Stay Top of Mind and Save
With Our Monthly and Annual
Ad Contract Specials!

Learn more about our cost-effective
marketing and advertising solutions
geared toward building top of mind
awareness today. Be sure to contact
your sales rep to get started with a
free consultation.

Rochelle News-Leader
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

Ogle County Life
Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

Here’s why consistent advertising
with us is a great way to build

top of mind awareness:

Nearly

70%

of U.S. adults

read newspapers

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

Zoutof 10

newspaper readers
report taking action
after seeing an ad
in a circular.

Newspaper advertising helps you
reach an engaged audience and

build trust with

in the community.

>> Qur local circulation reach gives
you more bang for your advertising buck.

>> Flexible ad sizes, formats,
placement and frequency are available

to fit your needs

and budget.

>> Qur expert team can help you develop
and design an effective ad or campaign.

Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service
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Join Us In Celebrating 40 Years and Become an
Honorary Member of the Ogle County Life

Dear Reader,

We are very proud to announce that for 40

years we have provided you with the Ogle
County Life newspaper FREE of charge.

Based on responses from many of you we b,

are confident you enjoy our publication and £

look forward to its arrival each week.

The Life is Ogle County’s most widely

read weekly newspaper for many reasons.

Some of you read our paper for local news,

public meetings, social events and church
happenings, while others enjoy our articles

and views on area current events. A great
number of you rely on us for grocery ads, real estate,
financial and health information, as well as display and
insert advertising from many businesses around the
area. Our classified ad section is a popular

source of valuable information for many.

Whether it’s information about area high

schools, news about local senior citizens or

church happenings, we have been providing

it week after week, FREE of charge to more

than 9,000 households in Ogle County for

40 Years! Think about the volume of local

news and advertising we provide compared

to those expensive area subscription papers.

We do our best to give you a comprehensive
newspaper that appeals to all of our readers,

and when you consider that our product is e
FREE - we believe we do a pretty good job.
We expect to be able to continue offering
this service to you for years to come, but
your help makes it easier! Today you can
become an Honorary Staff member of the
Ogle County Life! Just drop off or mail
in your voluntary payment in the yellow
envelope inserted in today’s paper or just
use your own envelope. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated and we look forward
to continue serving our readers each week.
Thank you!

Jeff Helfrich

Managing Editor

=

Join our staff by Mar. 15, 2025 and you can
help out our local senior citizens too!

PS.

In an effort to prevent any undue confusion and concerns, it
should be clear that no one is obligated to make a voluntary
payment. Regardless of whether you elect to become an
Honorary Staff member

or not, your decision has O C

no effect on receiving GLE OUNTY
your Ogle County Life

paper each week, nor

will it affect in any way

the services provided by

the area senior centers in
Ogle County. RoCK VALLEY SHOPPER =—DF"i=

02032025
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LOCAL NEWS

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Movie Showing:
A Walk in the Clouds
Tuesday, Feb. 11. 1 — 3:00
pm. When soldier Paul
Sutton is on his way home
after World War II, he real-
izes that he barely knows
his young wife, Betty. With
the couple’s relationship
strained and Paul haunted
by memories of the war, he
is happy to have a diversion
in the form of beautiful
traveler Victoria Aragon.
Circumstances force Paul
to pose as Victoria’s new
husband for her close-knit
Mexican-American family,
a situation that brings ten-
sionandunexpectedresults.
(Rated PG-13). Popcomn
will be served during the
movie. Pleasecall 815-234-
5107 to register.

Rogue Town
Q&A with Local Au-
thor Vito Colucci, Jr.
Thursday, Feb. 20. 6 — 7:00
pm. By popular demand,
local author Vito Colucci,
Jr. is back! Don’t miss the
chance to dive deep into
the fascinating world of
his Pulitzer Prize winning
book, Rogue Town. Rogue
Town is Vito’s first-hand
account of the true story of
Stamford, Connecticut, a
city that from 1965 through
1985 wasunderthe strangle-
hold of organized crime and
runby corruptofficials. This

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Food For February

Bertolet Memorial Li-
brary will be collecting
non-perishable food items
as well as toiletries to fill
the pantry shelves at RVC.
Bring yourunexpireditems
to the library this month to
help keep the little pantry
stocked at the River Valley
Complex!

BINGO is Back!

All ages are welcome
to join us at the library for
BINGO on Monday, Feb-
ruary 17that2:00PM. Free
game play and fun prizes!

“
Ty
.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Melodee from BONAFIED Dog Rescue gave an engaging talk at the library, highlighting the amazing efforts her organization is making to
rescue and rehome dogs in need.

story served as a catalyst
for Ronald Reagan as he
established the President’s
commission on organized
crime. Join us for an exclu-
sive question-and-answer
session and discover what
makes Rogue Town amust-
read. Copiesofthebook will
be available for purchase at
this program ($20.00 cash
or check). Please call 815-
234-5107 to register.
Creative Studio
Our Creative Studiois open
on Sunday afternoons and

two evenings a week, so
stop by for monthly crafts
and to use our maker space
equipment! Crafts out on
thetables are free of charge,
while some other projects
will incur a cost depending
onmaterials. Middle school
and high school youth can
use some of the materials
while with an adult, or
during Teen Time. Cre-
ative Studio hours: Sunday
1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00
am-1:00 pm & 5—8:00 pm,
Tuesday9am-1:00pm &5

—8:00pm, Wednesday 9:00
am — 1:00 pm, Thursday
9:00 am — 1:00 pm, Friday

& Saturday closed.
Check out
Our Mobile App

Did you know that there
is an easy way to use the
library from your phone?
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone
or mobile device and log
in with your library card
number and PIN! You’ll be
abletoview yourcheckouts
andholds, renewrenewable

materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
even a digital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons can
still use our curbside ser-
vice! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.org
or call us at 815-234-5107.
Not sure what you want?
Call us for help! We will
call or email you with a
confirmation when your
holds are ready to be picked

up. Calluswhenyouarrive
at the library, and we will
bring your items out to
you, already checked out.
A receipt with your due
dates will be included with
your items.

Visit the Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at
byronlibrary.org, to keep
up to date on library news
and programs! Be sure to
also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library
Teen Instagram pages!

Brand New Program

Spice of the Month! On
the 15th of each month,
we will showcase a spice.
Some may be common
spices and others may
be lesser known. A fact
sheet, recipes, and a sam-
ple of the spice will be
included. January’s spice
is black pepper and kits are
available at the circulation
desk.

Stories With Stacey

Thursdays at
10:00AM: Join Miss Sta-
cey as she continues to
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teach us about animals
through books and crafts!

February Book of the
Month

In Gone Girl by Gillian
Flynn, Nick and Amy
Dunne’s wedding anniver-
sary is going to be one to
remember this year. Amy
disappears that morning
and Nick is the prime sus-
pect. He is being elusive
in answering questions the
police are asking. Is Nick
apart of Amy’s disappear-
ance? Or worse? Pick up
your copy today at the
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circulation desk.

February Take &
Make Craft

Make a special love bug
for your special person in
February. Kit contains
most materials to make the
craftandareavailable atthe
circulation desk.

Community Puzzle

We’ve got a new winter
themed puzzle out for you
tohelp complete. Putinone
piece or five; you can even
do it all if you have time

Coloring Pages

Don’t forget we have
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new coloring pages each
week available for you
to choose from. Enjoy a
relaxing evening at home
as the weather turns to fall.

Card Making

Card Making supplies
are always available for
you to create with. Call
ahead forroomavailability.

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make
sure plastic is clean with
no debris in the dona-
tion. *No animal feed
bags are allowed* Also
please remove any zip-

loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

Lie For a Million by
Janet Dailey

Mr Einstein’s Secretary
by Matthew Reilly

Chapter Book

Lifeboat 5 by Susan
Hood

Picture Book

Who Loves the Dragon?
byu Bianca Schulze

DVD

Fire Country: Season 2
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Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including: 101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815.734.6868 | OPEN 6:30A TO 8P 7 DAYS A WEEK

) Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores.
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.
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