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 CLINTON — Effective January 1, 
Clinton’s sales tax increased 0.50 percent 
from 6.75 percent to 7.25 percent.  The 
increase was approved in November.

Locally-imposed business district sales 
tax, home rule municipal sales tax and 
non-home rule municipal sales taxes 
are affected in various jurisdictions 
throughout Illinois beginning January 1.

Clinton is a non-home rule municipality.
Merchants and businesses were notifi ed 

to adjust their registers accordingly to 
refl ect the increase.  Items of general 
merchandise and those subject to 
state sales tax are affected by the local 
increase.

The locally-imposed sales tax does not 
apply to sales of certain qualifying food, 
drugs and medical appliances.

In central Illinois, Gibson City 
increased its sales tax by 1.00 percent to 
7.25 percent.

City sales tax up 
0.50 percent
for the new year

Gordon Woods / Journal
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) snow plows were out on Sunday clearing highways, including Rt. 10/54 through Clin-
ton.  City and county trucks were out as well, and snow removal contractors were clearing a number of parking lots in town.

Clinton records fi ve inches of snow from weekend storm

Courtesy of the National Weather Service

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Clinton was pretty much dug out on 
Monday from the weekend snow storm that was forecast 
to stretch from the Great Plains to the Mid-Atlantic 
states and as far south as north Florida.

Local snowfall total from the storm was recorded 
at fi ve inches, according to the National Weather 
Service and created some near white-out conditions for 
travelers.  But, southern Illinois fared worse, with some 
areas recording at least eight inches of snow.  

                                                               
                                                                 SNOW / A2

CHICAGO – The Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) announced 
that in line with the national trend, the 
state’s overall respiratory illness level 
has ticked up from Moderate to High, 
driven by an expected early winter jump 
in hospital admissions.

IDPH’s Seasonal Respiratory Illness 
Dashboard indicates that emergency 
department (ED) visits for Acute 
Respiratory Illness topped 21 percent in 
the week ending December 28, up from 
17 percent the previous week. During 
the same period, the number of ED visits 
for fl u more than doubled to 6.2 percent 
from 3 percent, while ED visits for 
COVID-19 were at 2 percent, up from 
1.5percent.

                                     VIRUS / A10

IDPH offers
recommendations 
to avoid surge in 
seasonal viruses
Winter surge in hospital admissions is 
driven by fl u; It’s not too late to get fl u, 
COVID-19 and RSV shots

Visit 
us
on
Facebook

2025-01-10.indd   12025-01-10.indd   1 1/7/25   3:24 PM1/7/25   3:24 PM



PAGE 2 / SEC A • CLINTON JOURNAL FRIDAY, JAN. 10, 2025

NEWS

Clinton Journal (114N118-600)

Published each Friday by Central 
Illinois Newspapers. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Clinton Jour-
nal, P.O. Box 615, Clinton, IL 61727. 
Subscription rates are $79 per year 
by mail in DeWitt County; outside this 
county, rates are $99 per year.

There is a $6 service charge for 
temporary change of address.  

General Manager, Ad and Classified 
Sales, Legal Notices
Katy O’Grady-Pyne
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

Editor, News, Composing
Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

Tel. (217) 935-3171

Sponsored by Wapella Says YES

Bingo / Chili Night
Saturday, January 18, 2025
5:00 pm
Wapella Community Center

We will have a BINGO 
Party Basket!

Chili, Hotdogs, Veggies, Chips, 
Dessert, Soda or Bottled Water

FREE BINGO 
FREE FOOD
WIN PRIZES

Everyone is invited!

Please bring a canned good or 
nonperishable food item to be 
donated to DOVE!

01102025

On Monday, more 
than 10,000 people in 
Williamson County 
remained without power.

Snow and ice 
accumulation created 
conditions for a multi-car 
accident on Interstate 70 
Sunday near Casey, Ill.  
The Illinois State Police 
reported at least 40 vehicles 
were involved, requiring 
closure of I-70 for several 
hours.

The National Weather 

Service cancelled the 
winter storm warning 
for this area on Monday 
morning, advising several 
roads were still reported as 
snow and ice-covered.

On Sunday, Clinton Police 
Department announced 
local snow routes were in 
effect with two or more 
inches of snow and posted 
a list of snow route streets 
with restricted parking.

The DeWitt/Piatt Bi-
County Health Department 

closed its offices on 
Monday because of the 
weather, and Vespasian 
Warner Public Library 
opened late at 1 p.m.  
DeWitt County Friendship 
Center also closed on 
Monday, and Peace Meals 
delivery was cancelled.

The National Weather 
Service is forecasting 
cloudy and partly sunny 
days this week with a 40 
percent chance of snow on 
Friday.

Gordon Woods / Journal

Snow / from A1

Gordon Woods / Journal
Snow being cleared from the parking lot at Warner Hospital & Health Services on 
Sunday. BOURBONNAIS, Ill.  

— Heidi Heldt of Weldon, 
was named to the Dean’s 
List at Olivet Nazarene 
University during the 
recently completed spring 

2024 semester. 
To qualify for inclusion 

on the dean’s list, a student 
must have been enrolled as 
a full-time undergraduate 
student and must have 

attained a semester grade 
point average of 3.50 or 
higher on a 4.00 grading 
scale.

Heldt named to Olivet Nazarene University Dean’s List
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DECATUR — 
Master Gardeners are 
volunteers who provide 
unbiased, research-based 
information.

After completing classes 
taught by University of 
Illinois specialists and 
Extension Educators,  
Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners host educational 
programs in the community, 
respond to calls or emails 
from the public, maintain 
demonstration gardens, 
and donate food from 
community gardens. 

Register now for the 
Winter/Spring Master 
Gardener hybrid training in 
Macon and Piatt counties.

Master Gardener training 
will be from 9 a.m. to 
noon, beginning Feb. 4 and 
ending April 15. Macon 
County’s sessions will 
be at the Decatur Public 
Library, 130 N. Franklin St 
in Decatur. Piatt County’s 
sessions will be at the 
Piatt County Extension 
Offi ce, 210 S. Market St. in 
Monticello. The fee for the 
hybrid training is $175, and 

fee waivers are available. 
Self-paced online training 

is another option, which 
will begin on Feb. 3 and 
end on April 30. The fee 
for this training is $300. 
Register for the online 
training at go.illinois.edu/
IllinoisGardenerTraining 
by Jan. 13.

Master Gardener training 
includes botany, soils, 
vegetables, fruits, fl owers, 
trees and shrubs, grasses, 
landscaping, insects, and 
diseases. 

              MASTER / A12

The
Culinary
Corner
Chef 
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

I brought up the need 
for keeping lard on hand.  
Please study the label 
before turning up your 
nose at it.  

Lard has many wonderful 
applications besides being 
a fry medium.  A clue to its 
outstanding preservative 
quality rests in the fact 
that duck confi t proves 
the point.  Simply put, the 
breast fat that accumulates 
just under the duck’s skin 
is scored and cooked to 
render the fat.  

The roasted duck is 
broken down and packed 
in a container; preferably 
a slender, cylindrical 
stainless-steel container.  In 
that, the pieces are packed 
and completely submerged 
in the Duck’s fat.  In this 
way, the duck can be stored 
perfectly without the need 
of refrigeration.  From this, 
I will teach you another 
fact not taught in college 
culinary.

Apart from vegetable 
oils and shortenings.  Such 
items as lard and mineral 

oil preserves foods of 
all sorts.  I conducted an 
experiment with mineral 
oil.  As one knows, mold 
attacks and grows quickly 
on cheese.  Therefore, old 
world cheese was stored 
in waxed gunny cloth that 
later gave way to a type 
of waxed encasement 
now used in bulk cheese 
manufacturing.  But once 
that cheese is cut, that 
protection is lost.  But all is 
not lost.

I Commonly use a lot 
of Cheddar cheese from 
mild to sharp.  Once out 
of its vacuumed plastic 
wrapping, it is well on 
its way to molding.  To 
prevent that, I put it in 
a Ziplock bag with just 

enough mineral oil to 
keep it soaked.  I found it 
will last indefi nitely even 
without refrigeration.  
And the Cheese keeps its 
moisture and texture fully 
in tacked.  Therefore, 
true oils that will not go 
rancid will preserve your 
perishables perfectly well.

I do not consider 
synthetic and vegetable 
oils to be true oils.  They 
react in unnatural ways.  
For example, smear lard in 
a baker’s pan.  Smear some 
Crisco next to it.  Allow it 
to set for many days or a 
few months.  

The vegetable shortening 
turns yellow and hardens 
into a thick tacky mess.  
It is most diffi cult to 
remove without deep 
scouring.  Not so with the 
lard.  Which of those two 
would you want in your 
system?  As I have always 
said, read the nutritional 
and ingredient labels and 

then compare.  You might 
surprise yourself.

Do not sale lard short.  
Stock up on lard.  It will 
not turn rancid nor will it 
need refrigeration.  It will 
preserve many different 
types of foods without 
needing refrigeration.  
Experiment as I do and 
discover its magic.  I 
consider it an essential 
survival commodity.

My next intent is to teach 
how to preserve with salt.  
My example would be in 
making salt pork.  That is 
a common classic.  I recall 
from my college days the 
attempt made by a couple 
culinary instructors to 
produce a ham.  Their 
attempts failed miserably.  
What a waste.  I will teach 
you how to properly do it 
in the next article.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Continuing the essentials

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of ClintonLiberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

CLINTON — Charles 
“Chuck” W. Johnson, 81, 
of Clinton, passed away 
at 10:37 a.m. on January 
6, 2025, at his family 
residence, Clinton.

Services will be 
conducted at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, January 10, 
2025, at the Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, 
with Pastor Terry Leach 
offi ciating. Burial with 
military rites will follow at 
Texas Township Cemetery, 
Clinton. Visitation will 
be held from 5–7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 9, 2025, 
at the funeral home.  The 
family requests casual 
attire.

Memorials may be 
directed to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Chuck was born on 
December 11, 1943, 
in Champaign, the son 
of Johnny and Bernice 
(Dye) Johnson. He 
married Martha Bartimus 
on February 6, 1987, in 
Decatur.

Survivors include his 
wife, Martha Johnson, 
Clinton; daughter, Shannon 
Thomasson, Ariz.; stepson, 
Thomas (Jenny) Tripp, 
Decatur; six grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great 
grandchild.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; daughter, 
Sherri Durbin; grandson, 
Charles Joseph Durbin; 
stepfather, Charles Carr.

Chuck served his country 
in the US Navy. He 
enjoyed hunting, fi shing, 
and bowling.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Charles ‘Chuck’ W. Johnson

www.theclintonjournal.com

Become a Master Gardener with training 
opportunities in Macon and Piatt counties
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HISTORY
ALMANAC

The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly 
written letters covering topics of interest 

to our readers.  Letters must be the original 
works of their senders.

The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 
numbers will not be published.

The editor and manager reserve the right 

to edit letters for length and/or content and to 
publish letters using any Journal platform, i.e. 
print newspaper, Web site or other electronic 
delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters 
published are the opinions of their authors, 
are not news reports and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of this newspaper its staff 
or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information 

used in letters but will remove any passages 
it considers potentially libelous.

Election letters:  The Journal will accept for 
a fee letters from private citizens endorsing 
candidates or ballot measures.  There will be 
a charge of $20 for up to 250 words for these 
types of letters.

Candidates must purchase political 
advertising.

Clinton Journal letter policy

1957 - Harold Macmillan 
became prime minister of 
Britain, following the resig-
nation Anthony Eden.

1963 - The Chicago Cubs 
became the first baseball 
club to hire an athletic 
director. He was Robert 
Whitlow. (MLB)

1971 - “Masterpiece The-
atre” premiered on PBS 
with host Alistair Cooke. 
The introduction drama 
series was “The First 
Churchills.”

1978 - The Soviet Union 
launched two cosmonauts 
aboard a Soyuz capsule 
for a redezvous with the 
Salyut VI space labora-
tory.

1981 - In El Salvador, 
Marxist insurgents 
launched a “final offen-
sive”.

1984 - The United States 
and the Vatican estab-
lished full diplomatic 
relations for the first time 
in more than a century.

1986 - The uncut version 
of Jerome Kern’s musical, 
“Showboat”, opened at the 
Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, DC.

1990 - Chinese Premier 
Li Peng ended martial 
law in Beijing after seven 
months. He said that 
crushing pro-democracy 
protests had saved China 
from “the abyss of misery.”

1990 - Time Inc. and War-
ner Communications Inc. 
completed a $14 billion 
merger. The new compa-
ny, Time Warner, was the 
world’s largest entertain-
ment company.

1994 - In Manassas, VA, 
Lorena Bobbitt went on tri-
al. She had been charged 
with maliciously wounding 
her husband John. She 
was acquitted by reason 
of temporary insanity.

1997 - Shelby Lynne Bar-
rackman was strangled to 
death by her grand-father 
when she licked the icing 
off of cupcakes. He was 
convicted of the crime on 
September 15, 1998.

2000 - It was announced 
that Time-Warner had 
agreed to buy America 
On-line (AOL). It was 
the largest-ever corpo-
rate merger priced at 
$162 billion. The Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) 
approved the deal on 
December 14, 2000.

2001 - American Airlines 
agreed to acquire most 
of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) assets for about 
$500 million. The deal 
brought an end to the 
financially troubled TWA.

If you have life insurance 
through the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, you’ll 
be pleased about what’s 
coming in 2025: a discount 
in your premiums.

Whether you are insured 
with Veterans’ Group 
Life Insurance (VGLI), 
Servicemembers’ Group 
Life Insurance (SGLI) or 
Family Servicemembers’ 
Group Life Insurance 
(FSGLI), your premiums 
will be discounted in 
varying amounts.

For veterans covered 
under VGLI, your costs 
will go down somewhere 
between 2% and 17%, with 

most averaging around 
11%, depending on your 
age.

Spouses who receive 
coverage via FSGLI will 
see discounts between 11% 
and 22%, depending on 
age.

Active duty and those 
covered under SGLI will 
see a cost reduction of 
one cent per every $1,000 
of coverage, bringing the 
cost of maximum coverage 

($500,000) down to $25 
per month.

And no, you don’t have to 
ask for it. These discounts 
will be automatic.

There are others types of 
insurance through the VA as 
well. See www.va.gov/life-
insurance for information 
on eligibility, and the 
other forms of insurance 
that are available, such as 
mortgage life insurance 
(if you have a service-
connected disability and a 
specially-adapted home), 
whole life insurance 
(if you have a service-
connected disability), 
group life insurance (after 

you’re out of the service) 
and Traumatic Injury 
Protection (if that ever 
becomes necessary after an 
injury).

If you’re already 
covered and want to 
check your policy, pay 
the premium, see the 
details of your insurance 
or change beneficiaries, 
you can do that online. 
However, accessing your 
policy online depends 
on the type of policy it 
is. See www.va.gov/life-
insurance/manage-your-
policy for the details about 
whether your access will 
be though the VA portal, 

through Prudential or via 
milConnect.

As of now, the VA’s 
insurance covers over 5 
million veterans, active 
duty and families, but 
there’s always room for 
more. If you’re not currently 
covered and you want to 
explore getting insurance 
coverage, see www.va.gov/
life-insurance/options-
eligibility for your options.

A heads up: You’ll need 
to sign up for certain types 
of insurance in the first 120 
days when you leave the 
service.

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Life insurance premium discount

Richard Koritz is an Illinois 
native, attorney and former DeWitt 
County State’s Attorney.

The first week of 2025 has 
provided us with some rays of 
sunlight on the national scene, but 
that sunlight is tempered with some 
serious storms  on the horizon. 

The Republicans elected Michael 
Johnson as Speaker of the House 
on their first ballot, with an 
extended voting time to allow for 
two Freedom Caucus Republicans 
to change their votes for Johnson. 
Regardless, a first round elections 
was a very good start for the 
Republicans. 

Now the issue is whether 
the Republicans, who control 
the Senate, the House and the 
Presidency, can legislatively enact 
Trump’s campaign promises and 
fund the government. Of recent 
date, the party in power seeks 
to throw everything into what is 
called a reconciliation bill and 
pass it in both chambers quickly, 
because this technical approach 
avoids having to have at least 60 
votes in the Senate. 

The debate now is whether 
the bill should be one huge bill 
covering all that Trump wants or 
two bills that allows for more time 
to refine the legislation. 

Traditional wisdom says the 

better approach for government is 
to make it two bills and not one 
giant bill. 

Academically, I am inclined to 
agree with that approach. However, 
this is Washington D.C., and my 
faith in the Republicans holding 
their House caucus together for 
more than 100 days is between 
slim and none. 

The Freedom Caucus will threaten 
to withhold their votes unless they 
get preferential treatment for their 
agenda. With only a two or three 
vote margin, the Republicans 
cannot afford dissenting votes. 
At the moment, it appears that 
Trump has momentum behind him, 
and the Freedom Caucus is not 
outwardly challenging the agenda. 
The egos of the Freedom Caucus 
and the Squad are the same: Me, 
Me, and Me. 

Unless Johnson can present a 
bill that appeases essentially all 
of the Republicans, and that will 
not be easy, chaos is sure to result 
in Washington. The Republicans 
are going to get one bite at the 
apple before all of this good will 
dissipates and we go back to 
contentious legislation as usual 
and no positive results. 

The sausage making will be 
intense. The Republicans have a 
fairly clear mandate for border 
security. Tax reform and budget 
reductions are  much more 
contentious issues. Everybody 
wants to cut the budget until its 
their program being cut. This is 
going to be blood sausage before it 
is over, if the sausage can even get 
to that casing tube. We shall see.

NEW ORLEANS—The attack 
by pickup truck in New Orleans 
should be a wake up call for all 
Americans. It was self evident that 
the nation has several soft spots 
for terrorism, especially that of the 
lone wolf variant. New Orleans 
had the vehicle control devices 
and simply did not use them. That 
failure to anticipate an attack was a 
direct failure of law enforcement. 

While the officers who 

immediately responded should 
all be commended, their 
administration needs to do a 
major reevaluation of their terror 
safety protocols. Locally, law 
enforcement needs to review their 
protocols for safety. 

I attend a lot of Illinois football 
games at Memorial Stadium. The 
place holds 70,000 people in an 
open stadium. A couple of drones 
with chemicals or explosives could 
do immense harm to the public. 
What about a suicide flight by a 
terrorist into the stadium? 

I am not trying to scare anyone 
from not going to the games, but 
there are risks with large spectator 
events. Americans abhor a police 
state, but they also want safety. 
Security and safety are difficult 
to achieve at the same time if you 
have a dedicated terrorist out there. 
New Orleans failed the public. 

We don’t need to repeat those 
mistakes here.

The new year
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OPINION / COLUMNS / NEWS
Submit your continuing disability report online

IN CONTEXTIN CONTEXT
ROGER JOSSROGER JOSS

www.theclintonjournal.com

Research the facts for yourself

Roger Joss is a life-long Clinton 
resident and also author of The 
Culinary Corner column.

So much politically is happening at 
once, and so quickly, that it is diffi cult 
to keep up on discussions as they 
occur.  I will need to be succinct and 
dispense with detailed information.

It was said that Jimmy Carter was 
responsible for reducing the highway 
speed from 65 to 55 mph.  Included 
was that prices got out of hand, and 
the hostages in Iran were not released 
until immediately after Carter lost 
reelection.  

I can prove the fi rst two statements 
as incorrect.  Richard Nixon had the 
highway speed reduced, not Carter.  
Also, Carter was not responsible for 
runaway prices.  

It began on August 15, 1971, with 
a speech by Nixon.  The speech was 
dubbed “Nixon shock.”  He was 
outlining his price controls that would 
be installed.  This included price/
wage freezes, 10 percent tariffs and 
eliminating the gold standard, in turn, 
causing global havoc.  The effects 
continue today.  Infl ation rose higher 
and faster than in any presidency past 
or present.

The last point regarding Carter is 
that hostages were not released until 
Reagan became president, making it 
appear Carter failed.  

Now, there appears evidence that 
negotiations occurred between Iran 
and Reagan’s party to not release the 
hostages to Carter but to hold back 

until Reagan became president.  For 
details, check it out in the Esquire 
magazine story by Charles Peirce.  
Also check www.history.state.gov.  
Political historians fi nd these sources 
reliable.

If one could see through the maze 
of lies and rhetoric of previous 
presidencies, it would educate us 
about Trump’s destructive powers 
through a poorly administrated 
government with a “do nothing 
congress” and advantaging the 1 
percent ultra-wealthy at taxpayers’ 
expense.  This, too, will prove 
dangerous to each person and the 
general economy.

Now, it appears an oligarchy is 
forming with Elon Musk controlling 
Donald Trump.  Musk is not a U.S. 
citizen.  He immigrated from South 
Africa and overstayed his visa.  
Musk and a member of congress 
are already working out deals to 
cut or abolish Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid, school lunches, 

facilities for the elderly and aid to 
the handicapped simply so they can 
add to the overstuffed coffers of the 
ultra-wealthy.  In addition to this, 
they are  threatening to stop funding 
for children’s cancer research.  Please 
research this for yourself.  Even if 
you believe it, do it anyway for more 
facts and details.

Just the fear and anticipation of 
what Trump is planning has begun 
a great decline in, not only the 
economy, but our relationship with 
our neighbors and repercussions 
worldwide.  Trump’s proposals have 
driven down the market making 
investors nervous.  The Dow Jones 
downward spiral is starting again.  It 
took Biden to rebuild it the fi rst time.  
Sources, such as the Wall Street 
Journal reports these facts; Trump’s 
occultists have no credible argument.

Although it is easier to either print 
what one thinks is right or quote 
from easily accessible information, 
it takes work to search through 
reliable sources.  For those interested 
in politics, I beg you to fi nd reliable 
sources.  

Do not merely accept information at 
face value, read it for yourself.

Selena Higgins
Social Security district 
manager, Normal

Do you receive Social 
Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI) or 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)? If so, 
you should know that 
we are required by law 
to review your case to 
verify that you still have 
a disabling condition that 

prevents you from doing 
substantial work. We call 
this process a Continuing 
Disability Review.

We will send you a notice 

telling you when it is time 
to review your medical 
condition and keep you 
informed about your 
benefi t status. How often 
we review your medical 
condition depends on 
whether your condition is 
likely to improve. 

We’ll normally review 
your case:

• Within 6 to 18 
months after our decision 
on your disability 
application if your medical 

condition is expected to 
improve. 

• Every 3 years if 
medical improvement is 
possible. 

• Every 7 years if 
medical improvement is 
not expected. 

If you get disability 
benefi ts you can complete 
and submit the Medical 
Continuing Disability 
Review Report (SSA-
454) online. The online 
option is available to 

adults who receive SSDI, 
SSI, or both, and do not 
have a representative 
payee. To complete the 
form online, sign in to 
your personal my Social 
Security account and 
select “Complete Your 
Continuing Disability 
Review”. If you do not 
have an account, visit 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
to get started.

If you do not have 
a personal my Social 

Security account, you 
can fi ll out and print the 
SSA-454 at www.ssa.
gov/forms/ssa-454-bk.
pdf. You can mail or make 
an appointment to take 
your completed form to 
your local Social Security 
offi ce. 

Please share this 
information with your 
friends and loved ones 
who receive SSDI benefi ts 
or SSIs.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Clinton Police 
Department

Citations:
12/31/24 Jodi Michael 

23, Clinton was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 
Michael was issued a 
notice to appear.

12/31/24 Missy Bragg 
47, Clinton was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and 
operation of an uninsured 
vehicle. Bragg was issued 
a notice to appear.

01/01/25 April Kemp 
49. Clinton was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 
Kemp was issued a notice 
to appear.

01/02/25 Skylar Igleski 
27, Decatur was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Isleski was issued 
a notice to appear.

01/03/25 Gabriel Green 
25, Decatur was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Green was issued 
a notice to appear.

Arrests:
01/01/25 Bryson Bishop 

23, Clinton was charged 
with driving under the 
infl uence. Bishop was 
transported to the Dewitt 
County Jail and released to 
corrections.

01/01/25 Tracie Alwood 
39, Clinton was charged 
with driving under the 
infl uence. Alwood was 
transported to the Dewitt 
County Jail and released to 
corrections.

01/03/25 David Rose 39, 
Salem was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, 
possession of hypodermic 
syringe / needle, driving 
while license revoked 
and unlawful display of
registration plate. Rose 
was transported to the 
Dewitt County Jail and 
released to corrections.

01/04/25 Sydney Cooper 
68, Clinton was charged 
with aggravated discharge 
of a fi rearm and aggravated 
battery to a peace offi cer. 
Cooper was transported to 
the Dewitt County Jail and 
released to corrections.

All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
found guilty in a court of 
law.
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CHURCHES

Area Churches Directory
Crosspoint 
of Clinton

412 S. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
Sr. Pastor, Spencer McPheron
3 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Mondays family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry Street, Clinton
Offi ce (217) 935-5808
Preschool offi ce (217) 935-
4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
Preschool Tues., Wed. and 
Thurs. morning and afternoon 
sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, Gospel 
preacher
AudioEvangelism.com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morning Bible 
study
10 a.m.-Sunday morning wor-
ship
1 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday evening 
Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn Street, Clin-
ton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday morning 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night service
7 p.m.-Wednesday service

Clinton 
Presbyterian Church

402 N. Center Street
Offi ce hours: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship 
with nursery available
Senior high youth group meets 
twice a month.

PC - A Place to Belong - 
Believe – Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School Chil-
dren & Adult
5 p.m. Saturday Evening Wor-
ship in chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday JC Stars 
After School Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G Sr & Jr 
High Youth
6 p.m. Extended Table 2nd and 
4th Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednesday Back-
pack Ministry

First Baptist Church
220 Illini Drive, Clinton
(217) 935-2032
fi rstbaptistchurch3@frontier.
com
Jonathan Roberson, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship
5 p.m.-Sunday evening worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
prayer meeting

First Christian Church
100 N. Jackson Street, Clinton 
(W. Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 10:45 a.m.
Worship Services: 9:30 a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 3-yr -olds 
- 5th grade is available at 9:30 
a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at each 
morning service.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann Drive, 
Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday prayer 
around the altar
8:45 a.m.-continental breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday school / 
Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-week 
service

Kenney Christian Church
213 W. Benjamin Street, Ken-
ney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, minister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday worship

Lane Christian Church
(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preaching and 
teaching minister
Marcus McCollom, youth and 
family minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth group
“We’re ordinary people help-
ing each other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Fr. Thomas R. Szydlik, pastor
8;30 a.m. - Wed. & Fri. morn-
ings Mass 
4 p.m.-Saturday Mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, Wapella
(217) 935-3727
Fr. Thomas R. Szydlik, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday, Tuesday 
Mass
www.saintpatrickwapella.org

Texas Christian Church
8301 Texas Church Road, 
Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristianchurch.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-Sunday worship
6 p.m.-Sunday evening worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday prayer 
meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Ephesians (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. “Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord” is 
found in ...? Psalms, Proverbs, Numbers, Jeremiah

3. What tree did Jesus tell a parable about? Apple, Fig, 
Olive, Sycamore

4. Who was John the Baptist’s father? Zechariah, 
Zacharias, Zephaniah, Zaccheus

5. What did the oak tree symbolize in the Bible? Growth, 
Strength, Weakness, Fruitfulness

6. Which is not a book of the New Testament? Revelation, 
Judges, Colossians, Jude

Sharpen your understanding of scripture with Wilson 
Casey’s latest book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores and online.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Psalms 150:6, 3) Fig, 4) 
Zacharias, 5) Strength, 6) Judges
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

Vacancy Notice No. 11 (12-19-2024)
Please apply online at https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/CUSD15 *unless noted otherwise

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL
Spanish Teacher for 2025-2026 school year, application deadline January 31, 2025
P.E. Teacher for 2025-2026 school year, application deadline January 31, 2025
FACS Teacher for 2025-2026 school year, application deadline January 31, 2025

CLINTON JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Math Teacher for 2025-2026 school year, application deadline January 31, 2025

LINCOLN SCHOOL
1st Grade Teacher for 2025-2026 school year, application deadline January 31, 2025

ATHLETICS
Volunteer Bass Fishing Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, resume, and letters of recommendation to Matt 
Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE
Custodian - Full Time, please apply online or fill out an application at the Unit Office (located west side of High School), 
application deadline January 31, 2025 

TRANSPORTATION (apply online or pick up application at Bus Garage, info contact christansmith@cusd15.org)
Sub Bus/Van Monitors, Sub Crossing Guard, (as needed)
Sub Bus Drivers & Sub Van Drivers (as needed), Bus Drivers must have or be willing to obtain CDL.  
   
NURSING/HEALTH
Substitute School Nurse, must have active Illinois R.N. or LPN license and prefer experience in school nursing for grades K-12. 
Position would be 7:45 am-3:45pm on an as needed basis. Email Jill Martin jmartin@cusd15.org *

OTHER
Substitute Paraprofessional, must have or be willing to obtain a paraprofessional license. Please click link for info how to 
become certified. https://roe17.org/licensure/paraprofessional-license-information-para

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
All employees must pass state & federal background checks.

Employee salary & benefits information available at https://www.cusd15.org/page/vacancies
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01/10/2025
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classifi ed 
ad or display ad 
on the fi rst day of 
publication.  If there 
are mistakes, notify 
us immediately.  We 
will make changes 
for errors and adjust 
your bill but only if 
we receive notice 
on the fi rst day the 
ad is published.  We 
limit our liability to 
you in this way and 
we do not accept 
liability for any other 
damages, which 
may result from an 
error or omission in 
an ad.  All ad copy 
must be approved 
by the newspaper, 
which, reserves 
the right to request 
changes, reject or 
properly classify an 
ad.  The advertiser 
and not the news-
paper is responsi-
ble for the truthful 
content of the ad.  
Advertising is also 
subject to credit 
approval. 

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer-
ences, limitation or 
dis crimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertis-
ing for real estate, 
which is in viola-
tion of the law. All 
persons are hereby 

informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

201 201 DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement so-
liciting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illinois 
Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three (3) 
children under the 
age of twelve or 
which receive only 
children from a sin-
gle household, for 
less than 24 hours 
per day, are exempt 
from licensure as 
day care homes. 
The three chil-
dren to whom this 
exemption applies 
includes the family’s 
natural or adopt-
ed children and 
any other persons 
under the age of 

12 whether related 
or unrelated to the 
operator of the day 
care home. [DCFS 
Rule, Part 377.3 (c)]

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word. OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) for 
free. Must run within 
2 weeks. 

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT FOR 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS - CHAN-
CERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON 
MORTGAGE SER-
VICES, LLC, 
Plaintiff, 
vs.
WINIFRED L. 
DUNN; DEWITT 
SAVINGS BANK; 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendants. 
Case No.: 
2024FC20
Property Address: 
919 W North St, 
Clinton, IL 61727
NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN TO 
THE FOLLOWING, 

UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS 
defendants, that 
this case has been 
commenced in this 
Court against you 
and other defen-
dants, asking for 
the foreclosure of 
a certain Mortgage 
conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to wit: 
LOT 9 IN BLOCK 
1 IN DEBOICE’S 
SUBDIVISION OF 
THE FOLLOW-
ING DESCRIBED 
LAND, TO WIT: 
BEGINNING AT 
A STONE IN THE 
SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF THE SOUTH-
WEST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 27, 
TOWNSHIP 20 
NORTH, RANGE 2 
EAST OF THE 3RD 
PRINCIPAL MERID-
IAN, AND THENCE 
WEST ON THE 
SECTION LINE 508 
FEET, THENCE 
NORTH 1,346 
FEET, THENCE 
EAST 511 FEET 
TO THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER 
OF SAID SOUTH-
WEST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4, 
THENCE SOUTH 
1,346 FEET TO 
THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, IN 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 
Commonly known 
as: 919 W North St, 
Clinton, IL 61727 
Names of the title-
holders of record: 
Winifred L. Dunn. 
Date of the Mort-
gage: May 7, 2010. 
Name or names 
of the mortgagors: 

Winifred L. Dunn. 
Name of the mort-
gagee: DEWITT 
SAVINGS BANK. 
Date and place of 
recording: May 17, 
2010; Offi ce of the 
Recorder of the 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County, Illinois. 
Identifi cation of 
recording: Docu-
ment No. 229523. 
NOW THERE-
FORE, unless you 
fi le your answer or 
otherwise fi le your 
appearance in this 
case, on or before 
January 26, 2025, 
A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED 
IN THE COM-
PLAINT. E-fi ling 
is now mandatory 
with limited excep-
tions. To e-fi le, you 
must fi rst create 
an account with 
an efi ling service 
provider. Visit http://
efi le.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn 
more and to select 
a service provider. 
If you need addi-
tional help or have 
trouble e-fi ling, visit 
http://illinoiscourts.
gov/self-help or 
talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s offi ce. 
If you cannot e-fi le, 
you may be able to 
get an exemption 
that allows you to 
fi le in-person or 
by mail. Ask your 
circuit clerk for more 
information or visit 
www.illinoislegalaid.
org. For information 
about defending 
yourself in a court 
case (including fi ling 
an appearance or 
fee waiver), or to 
apply for free legal 
help, go to www.
illinoislegalaid.org. 
You can also ask 
your local circuit 
clerk’s offi ce for a 
fee waiver applica-
tion. PURSUANT 
TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES 
ACT, THE PLAIN-
TIFF’S ATTORNEY 
IS DEEMED TO BE 
A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION WILL 
BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 
Lender Legal PLLC 
1800 Pembrook 
Drive, Suite 250 
Orlando, FL 32810 
Tel: (407) 730-4644 
Service Emails: 
Mrak@lenderlegal.
com EService@
LenderLegal.com 
15532-730

 _s/ Michael Rak, 
Esq.__ 
Michael Rak, Esq. 

Counsel of Record 
for Plaintiff 
ARDC # 6340367

LEGAL 20226
Dec. 27, 2024, Jan. 
1 and Jan 10, 2025

LEGALLEGAL

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is 
herby given that on 
Thursday, Decem-
ber 19, 2024, a 
certifi cate was fi led 
in the Offi ce of the 
County Clerk of De-
Witt County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fi ce addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

FOIL AND FADE 
HAIR LOUNGE
623 N. JACKSON 
STREET
CLINTON, IL 61727

Dated this 19 day of 
December, 2024

No. 2024DBA-0214

/s/ Kari L. Harris
County Clerk

LEGAL 20229
Dec. 27, 2024, Jan. 
3, Jan, 10, 2025.  

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUN-
TY - CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, 
not in its individual 
capacity but solely 
as Owner Trustee 
for RCF 2 Acquisi-
tion Trust

PLAINTIFF

Vs.

Kent Short; Un-
known Owners and 
Nonrecord Claim-
ants

DEFENDANTS

No. 2024FC18

NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
TO YOU:

Kent Short

Unknown Owners 
and Nonrecord 
Claimants

That this case has 

been commenced 
in this Court against 
you and other 
defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure 
of a certain Mort-
gage conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to-wit:

COMMONLY 
KNOWN AS:

8188 Bucks Rd 
a/k/a RR 2 PO Box 
208

Heyworth, IL 61745

and which said 
Mortgage was 
made by:

Kent Short

Karen K. Short

the Mortgagor(s), to 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee 
for The Mortgage 
Shoppe, Inc., as 
Mortgagee, and re-
corded in the Offi ce 
of the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 
209574 Book 507 
Page 262 modifi ed 
with 264063; and 
for other relief; that 
summons was duly 
issued out of said 
Court against you 
as provided by law 
and that the said 
suit is now pending.

NOW, THERE-
FORE, UNLESS 
YOU fi le your 
answer or otherwise 
fi le your appear-
ance in this case 
in the Offi ce of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Michelle Van Valey

Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

201 West Washing-
ton Street, Room 
122

P.O. Box 439

Clinton, IL 61727

on or before Feb-
ruary 3, 2025, A DE-
FAULT MAY BE EN-
TERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME 
AFTER THAT DAY 
AND A JUDGMENT 
MAY BE ENTERED 
IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.

CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES, P.C.

Attorneys for Plain-
tiff

15W030 North 
Frontage Road, 
Suite 100

Burr Ridge, IL 

60527

(630) 794-5300

DuPage # 15170

Winnebago # 531

Our File No. 14-24-
05703

NOTE: This law fi rm 
is a debt collector.

I3257989 

Legal 20231
JAN. 3, 10, 17, 
2025

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF CECIL 
E. REYNOLDS, ) 
DECEASED, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
BOBBI GRAHAM, 
Defendant. 

2024-EV-27

NOTICE BY PUB-
LICATION 
To each defendant: 
Bobbi Graham, 540 
Maple St., Weldon, 
DeWitt County, 
Illinois 61882. 

Notice is given to 
you, Bobbi Graham, 
defendant, that this 
case has been com-
menced in the court 
against you, asking 
for an eviction order 
and judgment for 
possession as to 
the property com-
monly known as 
540 S. Maple St., 
Weldon, IL 61882.

A hearing has been 
scheduled at 11:00 
a.m. on Wednes-
day, February 19, 
2025 before the 
Honorable Judge 
Gary Webber in 
courtroom B of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse located 
at 201 W. Wash-
ington St., Clinton, 
Illinois 61727. Un-
less you fi le your re-
sponse or otherwise 
fi le your appear-
ance in this case 
and/or appear at the 
hearing, a judgment 
by default may be 
taken against you 
for the relief asked 
in the complaint. 

BRYCE A. LYNCH 
6297077 
TAYLOR & LYNCH, 
LLC 
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET P.O. 
BOX 478 CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS 61727 
TEL: (217) 935-
2183 FAX: (217) 
935-8219 E-MAIL: 
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attorneys@dewit-
tcountylaw.com

LEGAL 20232
Jan. 1, 10, 17, 2025
 

LEGALLEGAL

2025 Clintonia 
Township Board 
Meeting Dates (and 
holidays)
Meetings held in the 
Township Building 
Board Meeting 
Room located at 
9180 Township 
Road, Clinton, IL 
61727
9:00 a.m.

January 21, 2025
February 18, 2025

J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

SD
11

24
20

15

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 

SD
11

24
20

15

Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Ryan Utterback
Managing Broker

Cell: (217) 620-5332

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:ryanutterbacksells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Affordable Tree Service 
We do what we say we will do!

309-826-4981
Bonded & Insured

Serving DeWitt and 
surrounding counties

For advertising in the Clinton 
Journal or theclintonjournal.com 

call or email Katy!
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

To share news and story ideas, email Gordon today!
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

SD
11

24
20

15

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 
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20
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Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Ryan Utterback
Managing Broker

Cell: (217) 620-5332

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:ryanutterbacksells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Affordable Tree Service 
We do what we say we will do!

309-826-4981
Bonded & Insured

Serving DeWitt and 
surrounding counties

For advertising in the Clinton 
Journal or theclintonjournal.com 

call or email Katy!
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

To share news and story ideas, email Gordon today!
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

CJSIGS

217- 935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com

March 18, 2025
April 15, 2025
May 20, 2025
June 17, 2025
July 15, 2025
August 19, 2025
September 16, 
2025
October 21, 2025
November 18, 2025
December 16, 2025

Holidays
January 1, 2025 
New Year’s Day
January 20, 2025 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day
February 12, 2025 
Abraham Lincoln’s 
Birthday
February 17, 2025 
President’s Day
April 18, 2025 Good 
Friday

May 26, 2025 Me-
morial Day
June 19, 2025 
Juneteenth Day
July 4, 2025 Inde-
pendence Day
September 1, 2025 
Labor Day
October 13, 2025 
Columbus Day
November 11, 2025 
Veterans’ Day
November 27 and 
28, 2025 Thanks-
giving Holidays
December 24 and 
25, 2025 Christmas 
Eve and Christmas 
Day
December 31, 2025 
New Year’s Eve 
Day
January 1, 2026 
New Year’s Day

Approved Oct. 2024 
Board Meeting

LEGAL 20233
Jan. 10, 2025
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NEWS

Courtesy of Clinton High School

CHS November students of the month
Pictured are Clinton High School students of the month Jacob Hewerdine, sophomore; Brannon McCue, senior; 
McKegan Morgan, junior; and Delmi Serrano, freshman.

Gordon Woods / Journal

Longview Bank branch progresses
The Clinton Longview Bank branch is progressing construction on the city’s west side across from Clinton High 
School.  The bank is expected to open in the spring.

With respiratory illnesses 
on the upswing last month, 
IDPH issued a health alert 
to hospitals and healthcare 
facilities recommending 
that they take note of local 
conditions and consider 
targeted steps to mitigate 
the circulation of seasonal 
illnesses. These could 
include visitor restrictions 
and source control through 
measures like masking.

“The New Year has 
arrived, and Illinois is 
experiencing the expected 
winter surge in seasonal 
respiratory illnesses,” said 
IDPH Director Dr. Sameer 
Vohra.  “It is now more 
important than ever to 
use the many tools at our 
disposal to keep ourselves 
and our loved ones safe. 
The most effective tool 
remains vaccinations for 
flu, COVID-19, and RSV. 
It is not too late to get your 
vaccines, as the seasonal 
respiratory season can 
extend late into the spring. 

“Other effective tools 
to prevent exposure to 
respiratory illnesses include 
enhanced ventilation, good 
hand hygiene, and a well-
fitting mask,” Dr. Vohra 
continued. “These tools 
may be valuable to all our 
Illinois residents but are 
especially important for 
those most at risk including 
individuals over 65, 
individuals with chronic 
medical conditions, and 
individuals who are 
immunocompromised.”

Director Vohra 
recommended that anyone 
who is feeling symptoms 
of respiratory illness – such 
as a fever, runny nose, sore 
throat or cough – consider 
getting tested and treated 
early in the course of their 
illness, especially if they 
are at risk for serious illness 
or spreading it to someone 
who is at risk of serious 
illness. Treatments for Flu 
and COVID-19 are most 
effective when they are 
given early in the course of 
the illness. Those who are 
ill should avoid spreading 
germs to others by self-
isolating (i.e. staying away 
from others when they are 
ill) or wearing a mask if 
unable to isolate.

For those who are 
unvaccinated, public 
health officials note that 
it’s not too late to get 
vaccinated. It takes about 
two weeks for vaccinations 
to provide their full level 
of protection. Getting shots 
now will offer protection 
through the cold and flu 
season that lasts into the 
spring.

Sadly, the IDPH 

Respiratory Illness 
Dashboard has recorded 
four pediatric deaths this 
season from flu, COVID-19 
and RSV, providing a 
stark reminder about the 
importance of vaccinations 
for children and of the risk 
of serious illness from 
these largely preventable 
seasonal illnesses.

IDPH has posted 
two helpful new FAQ 
documents on its website 
providing the latest 
guidance on vaccinations 
and how to get tested 
and treated for seasonal 
illnesses. In addition, the 
CDC has created a new 
Respiratory Illness Data 
Channel that provides 
nationwide county specific 
information that would 
be valuable for anyone 
planning to travel out of 
state.

The FDA and CDC have 
approved new vaccines 
for COVID-19 and flu as 
well as updated who can 
receive the RSV vaccines. 
The new COVID-19 
vaccines and the new flu 
shots are recommended 
for everyone over the age 
of 6 months. The RSV 
vaccine is recommended 
for everyone 75 years and 
older and those between 
60-74 years who are at 
risk for serious illness. 
But if you got an RSV 
shot last winter, you do 
not need another at this 
time, according to the 
CDC. Those in the late 
stages of pregnancy are 
advised to get the RSV 
vaccine designed to 
protect newborns. Eligible 
newborns whose mothers 
have not received the RSV 
vaccine should receive 
nirsevimab between 
October and March.

For COVID-19, treatment 
must be prescribed by a 
healthcare provider and 
started within 5–7 days 
after symptoms appear. 
Treatment is strongly 
recommended for those 
who are over 65 or at 
higher risk for severe 
illness. Some Illinoisans 
should be eligible to access 
free oral antivirals through 
the Paxcess and Merck 
Helps programs.

Antiviral treatments 
for flu are most effective 
when given within 48 
hours of starting to feel 
ill and are only available 
by prescription. Older 
adults, young children and 
those who are pregnant or 
have  certain underlying 
conditions are at risk for 
complications and should 
contact a healthcare 
provider to be assessed for 

Virus / from A1
the need for treatment as 
soon as possible.

You can find locations 
that perform COVID-19 
tests in person at no cost 
near you by using the 
testing locator for the 
federal ICATT (Increasing 
Community Access to 
Testing) program. In 
addition, the federal 

government resumed 
offering free COVID-19 
tests to every household 
through the covidtests.gov 
website.

The new vaccines 
are widely available at 
pharmacies and through 
hospitals, and community 
health clinics. The major 
pharmacy chains allow you 

to make an appointment 
online to get a shot.

For help finding a 
provider of vaccines near 
you, go to www.vaccines.
gov. Vaccine information 
is also available for 
Illinoisans who are 
uninsured or underinsured, 
and for children eligible 

for the Vaccines for 
Children program, through 
IDPH’s Vaccine Locator 
Dashboard.

Adults without insurance 
can also check with their 
local health department for 
options or contact a free 
and charitable clinic or a 
Community Health Center.
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SPORTS

So have your Clinton Journal delivered right 
to your mailbox with this special winter offer:

Get 52 weeks of the

for ONLY  ONLY 
$72$72 The 

temperature 
we WISH it was!

Mail your payment to:

Clinton Journal
PO Box 615, Clinton, IL 61727 

or to pay by credit card, call 

217-935-3171 (Offer expires 1-31-25)

PO Box 615, Clinton, IL 61727 

01
10

20
25

Game photos Gordon Woods / Journal

CJHS Maroons fall 
to El Paso-Gridley

CLINTON — Despite 
some strong offense and 
defensive play, which 
enabled the Maroons 
to make up their point 
defi cit in the second half 
of Monday’s home game, 
the Maroons’ 8th grade 

ultimately lost to the El 
Paso-Gridley team.

The CJHS Maroons 
also were scheduled to 
play Corpus Christi and 
Mahomet-Seymour at 
home this week.
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Weather History

Sunday
Cloudy
High 31

Saturday
Partly sunny

High 26

Monday
Partly sunny

High 26

Tuesday
Cloudy
High 20

Wednesday
Sunny

High 24

Thursday
Sunny

High 27

January 10
1982: Bitterly cold weather was found across Illinois. 
Of the 109 weather reporting stations in the state, 48 
of those reported lows of 20 degrees below zero or 
colder. Some of the coldest temperatures included 27 
below zero at Rockford, 26 below zero at Chicago, and 
25 below zero at Kankakee and Peoria.

January 11
1991: A 3-day winter storm was in progress across 
central Illinois. Trees and power lines suffered exten-
sive damage due to freezing rain. Once the freezing 
rain changed to snow, 5-7 inches of snow fell across 
northern and central parts of the state.

Your Forecast
Information from the National Weather Service

WEATHER

Available to new and existing patients 5 years and older. 
Common Cold 
Symptoms
Rashes or Skin 
Irritations
Painful or Burning 
Urination

Allergy Symptoms
Pink Eye
Earaches
Cough
Sore Throat
Upper Respiratory 

Infection
Sports Physicals
Constipation
Dental Pain
STI Checks 

Save Time
 with our 

WALK IN CLINIC

Please see our Facebook page 
for more information 03

22
20

24

(217) 308-3158

9484 Meadowbrook Rd. - Clinton, IL 61727
Right on Hwy 51 just south of Clinton

YOUR 
EQUIPMENT 

RENTAL, 
SALES AND 

SERVICE ONE 
STOP SHOP

Service includes: 
Change engine oil and 
� lter, Change fuel � lter, 
Change spark plugs, 
Change air � lter, Lubri-
cate machine, Sharpen 
mower blades, Check 
mower deck for level.

01032025

The217HomeTeam.com
Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker

Each office is locally owned and operated.

Office 217.935.8525
205 East Side Square, Clinton, IL

618 N. Chicago, Lincoln, IL 

Lakeview Estates Subdivision, 
Weldon, IL

WELD
ON

LOTS

Lot #2 - $29,500
Lot #17 - $26,500 (SOLD)

Lot #18 - $25,000  (SOLD)
Lot #28 - $28,000

209 S. View St., Oreana, IL

3 Bdrm. Ranch, 1-1/2 baths, hardwood 
floors, newer appliances & fenced yard.
3 Bdrm. Ranch, 1-1/2 baths, hardwood 
floors, newer appliances & fenced yard.floors, newer appliances & fenced yard.floors, newer appliances & fenced yard. SOLD

OREA
NA, IL

400 Portland Place, Clinton, IL

3 Bdrm. Rach, 1-1/2 baths, Fenced back yard,
2 sheds. Sold As-Is

CLIN
TO

N

SOLD

808 N. Elizabeth, Clinton, IL

3 Bedroom ranch with nice floor plan, 1 1/2 baths, 
1 car attached garage and a 4 car detached garage.

CLIN
TO

N

3 Bedroom ranch with nice floor plan, 1 1/2 baths, 3 Bedroom ranch with nice floor plan, 1 1/2 baths, 
1 car attached garage and a 4 car detached garage.1 car attached garage and a 4 car detached garage. $114,900

1210 S. Quincy, Clinton, IL

3 Bdrm. Ranch, 3 bath, walk-out
basement, Edge of Town. Sold As-Is

CLIN
TO

N

basement, Edge of Town. Sold As-Is SOLD

Looking to 
Sell?

        Inventory is very low, we have 
buyers, let us list your home for you

Give us a call today

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 

DOESN’T COST 
MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  

for 115 years.  
We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.

217-935-3171

CJFILL

Once training is 
completed, Master 
Gardener volunteers log 
40 hours as interns to 
become certifi ed Master 
Gardener Volunteers. 
To remain certifi ed, 
active Master Gardener 

Volunteers complete 
10 hours of continuing 
education and volunteer 
20 hours in approved 
projects yearly. Volunteer 
opportunities vary by 
county.

Register for the Winter/

Spring hybrid training 
for Macon or Piatt 
County at go.illinois.edu/
mgtrainingdmp by Jan. 
27.  For questions, please 
contact Beth Miglin, 
Piatt County horticulture 
program coordinator, 

Master / from A3
at 217-762-2191 or 
Whitney Allison, Macon 
County horticulture 
program coordinator, at 
217-877-6042. 
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