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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – There have 
been disc golf baskets cir-
culating the park at Lake 
Mendota for a few years.

However, there has never 
been an official course. 

Over the last year, the 
City of Mendota, Reimagine 
Mendota, Mendota Parks and 
Recreation Director Nick 
Stremlau, Mendota Project 
Director Annie Short, and 
disc golf aficionados Dana 
Vicich, Wes Black, and Dan 
Nagle, among others, have 
designed and created a full 
18-hole disc golf course at 
Lake Kakusha. 

After the winter is over 
and spring is upon us, the fi-
nal touches will be complete 
and disc golf can be officially 
played in Mendota.

“I saw on Facebook 
where Annie was looking 
for feedback and interest in 
fixing the disc golf course 
because right now there is 
just a number of disc golf 
baskets scattered throughout 
the park at Lake Mendota,” 
said Vicich, 40, who grew up 
in Ottawa, but made many 
trips to Mendota over the 
years to spend time with his 
grandparents and mother, 
who were lifelong Mendota 
residents. “There are bas-
kets, and you can play there, 
it’s not technically a course. 
It’s like going out to a field 
with holes and saying it’s a 
golf course.

“One of my goals in life is 
to grow disc golf in La Salle 
County, where I grew up and 
spent most of my life. Over 
the last 10-15 years, I’ve been 
involved with two courses in 
Ottawa, one in Streator, one 

City of Mendota staff cleared out Lake Kakusha for an 18-hole disc golf course. There were 
disc golf baskets at Lake Mendota, but the crowded area didn’t allow for a course. They 
will be moved to Lake Kakusha in the spring to finalize the new course. (Photo contributed)

Complete 18-hole disc golf course 
in Mendota to be finished this spring
q Disc baskets will be moved from Lake Mendota to Lake Kakusha area

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA - The Mendota City Coun-
cil acted on health insurance and heard the 
results of a traffic survey during its first 
regular meeting of the new year on Jan. 6.

ALDERMANIC REPORTS
Alderman John Hessenberger informed 

the council of a zoning variance request 
for the property owners at 1712 Lucille 
Lane. The matter will go before the Plan 
Commission at a meeting yet to be deter-
mined before the request is acted on by 
the city council.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick presented 
requests for proposals for environmental 
engineers for a Brownfield Cleanup grant 
for the locations of 805 and 807 Illinois 
Ave. Those properties are the former auto 
parts store and dry cleaning store.

Alderman John Holland gave figures for 
the annual city health insurance renewals, 
which were approved. Holland said the 
health insurance renewal premium went 

up 6.08 percent, from $69,609 last year to 
$73,841 this year. He noted that the dental 
insurance premium remains the same and 
the vision insurance premium had a slight 

decrease.
In action from 

Alderman Kyle 
Kim’s report, the 
council agreed to ac-
cept and execute pay 
for interim police 
chief Tyler Kent.

Alderwoman Vicki Johnson informed 
the council that a two-week traffic study 
was conducted by the Mendota Police 
Department at the intersection of Fifth 
Avenue and Eighth Street. Per the rec-
ommendation of the police department, 
the council approved replacing the 
yield signs on the east-west street with 
stop signs.

The next regular meeting of the Men-
dota City Council will be Monday, Jan. 
20 at 5:30 p.m.

Council renews health insurance
q Stop signs to replace yield signs at city intersection

in Oglesby, one in La Salle, 
and one in Peru.

“When I saw the opportu-
nity to help Mendota with its 
course, I jumped on it and of-
fered to work with Annie and 
the city to design the course 
free of charge. My grandma, 
grandpa, my mom, and my 
aunt (the Fahler family) have 
all passed on, so I don’t have 
any close, immediate family 
ties to Mendota anymore, but 
Mendota still holds a special 
place in my heart.”

Vicich, who now lives in 
Mokena, has been around 
the game since 2002 when 
he began playing in Ottawa.

He turned professional in 
2007 and from 2009-2016 

he played across the United 
States, Canada, and oversees 
as a touring pro.

After settling down to 
start a family, he stopped 
traveling as a player, and 
has worked in the disc golf 
industry ever since designing 
courses, sales, and branding.

Vicich saw promise in the 
Mendota disc golf course 
right away and was excited 
to take on the endeavor.

“We looked beyond the 
crowded space of the park 
at Lake Mendota to Lake 
Kakusha,” Vicich said.  “The 
City of Mendota has been 
amazing. Nick Stremlau and 
his team have worked on 
removing evasive trees and 

clearing out fairways.
“The fairways are all 

cleared out. We now have 
cement tee pads that have 
been poured as well as the 
sleeves for the disc golf 
baskets. The next step, this 
spring, is to install signage 
and the baskets. 

“We are very close in the 
grand scheme of things, but 
we’re still a winter away 
from playing disc golf in 
Mendota.”

The City of Mendota, 
Stremlau, and Short are 
appreciative of Vicich’s 
assistance.

MENDOTA – First State 
Bank announces a special 
conference for area farmers. 
The 25th Annual First State 
Bank Ag Conference is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 23 at the Mendota 
Civic Center. 

Starting the program will 
be Kelly Jackson Hardy, 
Principal, Clifton Larson Al-
len. She serves client needs 
related to tax consulting, 
planning and compliance. 
She serves primarily the 
agribusiness industry and 
cooperatives. She comes 
from a farm background 
and understands the nuances 
of agriculture. Her talk will 
focus on the areas of ag tax-
ation and farm succession 
planning.

Following Jackson Hardy 
will be Kurtis Wujek. Wujek 
is the Trading Director for 
Export Corn at Archer Dan-
iels Midland Company. His 
main responsibilities include 
the execution and risk man-
agement of ADM’s North 
American export program 
thru New Orleans, La.

This year ’s keynote 
speaker, Delaney Howell, 
will take a deep dive into the 
issues impacting the busi-
ness of agriculture. Howell 

First State Bank plans
ag conference for Jan. 23
q 25th annual event set at Civic Center

grew up on a grain and 
livestock farm in Southeast 
Iowa and has been involved 
in agriculture from a very 
young age. She holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Agricultural Sciences and 
minors in Broadcasting and 
International Studies from 
Northwest Missouri State 
University and a Master’s 
in Agricultural Communi-
cations through Texas Tech 
University.

Howell strives to bring 
the most up to date infor-
mation on the latest “news 
cycle” in DC politics, com-
modity markets, and the 
international agricultural 
scene through her travels 
to 23 countries. You may 
recognize Delaney from 
her role as former host of 
the 45-year-old agribusiness 
show “Market to Market” or 
from her daily podcast she 
launched in 2017, Ag New 
Daily. Day to day, she is 
the face of an ag marketing 
company out of Des Moines, 
Iowa, called Trader PhD, 
offering advisory services to 
farmers and ranchers across 
the U.S.

AMBOY – The Illinois 
Audubon Society has pur-
chased 60 acres to expand 
the Green River Lowlands 
Preserve (Lee County.) This 
latest acquisition will expand 
the preserve to more than 
1,000 acres of sand dunes, 
wetlands, savanna, prairie, 
sedge meadow and wood-
lands.

The parcel lies adjacent 
to the 130-acre Queen of the 
Prairie tract (purchased in 
2022) where volunteer stew-
ards are currently restoring a 
40-acre former agricultural 
field to grassland habitat. 
Deb Carey, Illinois Audubon 
Society Board of Directors 
and Chair of Illinois Audubon 
Society’s Land Protection 
and Stewardship Committee 
reports, “Nesting Lark Spar-
rows, Eastern Meadowlarks 
and more have already found 

Blue Grosbeak

Illinois Audubon Society expands Green River 
Lowlands Preserve with 60-acre acquisition

it to their liking. This work 
would not happen without 
the efforts of dedicated vol-
unteers.”

The latest purchase will 
also be targeted for grassland 
restoration; volunteer stew-
ards have already reported 
finding New Jersey tea and 
prairie drop seed on the 
property.

According to Carey, 
“Southern Lee County’s 
sand ridges and marshes hold 
a multitude of amazing life 
forms: glass lizards, poppy 
mallow, cream indigo, and 
blue racers, just to name a 
few. Now, with the majority 
of the county in row crop 
agriculture, many of the 
native plants and animals 
no longer thrive due to a 
lack of sustainable habitat. 
It is the goal of the Illinois 
Audubon Society to protect 
representative examples of 
intact native ecosystems 
and unique natural features 
that persist and provide 
habitat for native plants and 
animals.”

Green River Lowlands 
is a river of sand, eolian 
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Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–
Flip each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Your News, Your Way
Try the eEdition online at

www.mendotareporter.com

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

First Day Hike for the second time
Friends of Lake Kakusha, hikers, nature lovers, and anyone who wanted to walk off 
some holiday calories joined for the second annual First Day Hike at Lake Kakusha. 
The hike took place on Wednesday, Jan. 1. (Photo contributed)

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – Amy Palm-
er hadn’t lived in Sublette for 
quite some time.

Actually, 50 years to be 
exact as she lived in the 
village for the first 17 years 
of her life before leaving in 
1971 and not returning until 
50 years later in 2021.

Spending the previous 
35 years in Florida, Palmer 
could ride her bike anywhere 
and there was somewhere to 
lock it up.

This was not the case in 
Sublette.

 “With my return to the 
area, I thought, ‘If I have a 
trip that is only to Sublette, 

I’m going to try to ride my 
bike.’” Palmer said. “That’s 
2 ½ miles to go to the bank, 
the post office, the grocery 
store, or the grain elevator. 
I failed miserably in the 
quest since I only took two 
bike rides. I use the wind as 
an excuse.

“But when I would ride 
my bike to Sublette, I had no 
place to lock my bike. The 
irony of it all, this is Sublette 
where Burma Shave chose 
to put signs about the cost 
of a bike. The signs are still 
on Rt. 52.”

After a chat with the 
Village of Sublette and ex-
plaining the importance of a 
bike rack, one was installed 

in downtown Sublette this 
past summer.

“I was hooking my bike 
to the Sublette Farmers Ele-
vator’s deer blinds. I decided 
I could donate the cost of 
a bike rack,” Palmer said. 
“Fortunately, the Village of 
Sublette Trustees took me 
up on it. I worried about it 
not getting enough use, but 
after it was installed, I was 
told people use it often.

“I hope the village sees 
the importance of the rack. 
I pitched it as, if you build 
it they will come. There are 
some avid cyclists who are at 
Woodhaven. They ride into 
Sublette. Now, they have a 
place for their bike.”

Amy Palmer didn’t have anywhere to lock her bike when she rode the 2 1/2 miles from her 
home to downtown Sublette. With help of the Village of Sublette, Palmer accomplished 
her goal and had a bike ramp installed in downtown Sublette. (Photo contributed)

Need a place to put your bike?

OGLESBY – The Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, and Putnam County Master 
Naturalists are excited to announce their 
upcoming Winter Webinar series.  While 
the cold weather may keep us indoors, 
it doesn’t mean we can’t connect with 
nature.  Join in this series and explore 
fascinating topics related to the natural 
world from the comfort of your home.

The series will kick off on Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, with a presentation on birds by 
Dr. Daniel Goldberg, Ornithologist and 
Assistant Professor of Biology at Grand 
Valley State University.  University of 
Illinois History Professor Dr. Robert 
Morrissey will then give a presentation 
on his book People of the Ecotone, 
which explores indigenous history and 
how it shaped Illinois’ prairies.  Finally, 
Dr. Leo Gaskins, University of Chicago 
David H. Smith Conservation Research 
Fellow, will present his research on how 
muskrats impact wetland landscape and 
diversity.

Whether you’re a seasoned naturalist 
or simply curious about the environ-
ment, these sessions offer something for 
everyone.  For more information or to 
register for the series visit go.illinois.
edu/BLMPWinterWebinar

Webinar Schedule:
• Tuesday, Jan. 21, 5-6 p.m. – Birds, 

Dr. Daniel Goldberg
• Tuesday, Feb. 11, 5-6 p.m. – People 

of the Ecotone, Dr. Robert Morrissey
• Tuesday, March 4, 5-6 p.m. – 

Muskrat and Wetland Ecology, Dr. Leo 
Gaskins

If you need an accommodation to 
participate, contact Emily Hansen at em-
hansen@illinois.edu or 815-224-0896.  
Early requests are strongly encouraged 
to allow sufficient time to meet your 
access needs.

***
Extension offices are located in Princ-

eton, Ottawa, Henry, and in Oglesby on 
the IVCC campus. The Mission of Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension is to provide 
practical education you can trust to help 
people, businesses and communities 
solve problems, develop skills, and build 
a better future. University of Illinois 
Extension provides equal opportunities 
in programs and employment. Visit its 
website at https://extension.illinois.edu/
blmp. If you have questions or need more 
information, call University of Illinois 
Extension—Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, 
Putnam Unit Office at 815-224-0896.

Learn about nature from the comfort of your home 
with Master Naturalist Winter Webinar series
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education 
will send informative, interesting 
& educational newspapers to the 

Mendota School System throughout 
the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2024-2025 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

SPRINGFIELD – The Office of the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal, Camp I Am Me by Illinois Fire Safety Alliance and 
the Illinois Community Risk Reduction Taskforce launched 
the first-ever statewide smoke alarm installation blitz the 
week of Oct. 20 in conjunction with Fire Prevention Month.

“Data shows that nearly 59% of home fire deaths were 
caused by fires in properties with no working smoke alarms, 
almost three out of every five home fire deaths in the U.S. 
resulted from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or 
non-working. These are scary statistics as fires burn hotter and 
faster due to synthetic construction materials in modern con-
struction reducing escape times to less than 3 minutes,” said 
Illinois State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera. I encourage all 
departments across the state to engage with their residents 
and stress the importance of having working smoke alarms 
in their homes.”

“The Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation Program 
continues to help keep Illinois residents safe as departments 
work hard to educate their residents on the importance of 
having a fire escape plan and how to prevent fires, while also 
installing lifesaving working smoke alarms in homes,” said 
Philip Zaleski Executive Director Camp I Am Me by Illinois 
Fire Safety Alliance. Since Be Alarmed! began in 2018, Illinois 
Fire Departments have installed 35,000 alarms across the state. 
This first-ever statewide blitz also saw 10 new departments 
join the Be Alarmed! Fire Alarm Installation Program. We are 
excited to see this program continue to grow while helping 
make Illinois a safer place for residents to live.”

“I am proud of the amazing efforts of the staff here at the 
Buffalo Grove Fire Department, who were also assisted 
by the Buffalo Grove CERT Volunteers, as they were able 
to install 600 smoke alarms in just one week during the 
blitz,”  said Buffalo Grove Fire Chief Larry Kane.  “Our 
firefighters are committed to helping protect our residents 
and educate them about the importance of not only having 
working smoke alarms, but developing a fire escape plan that 
includes all the needs of every family member and making 
sure they know two ways out of every room in their home.”

This new initiative saw 71 Illinois fire departments canvas 

their communities, educating their residents on the dangers 
of fire in the home and ensured there were working smoke 
alarms properly installed. The campaign was an extension of 
the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm Installation program, a fire 
prevention program which distributes fire safety education 
materials and 10-year sealed battery smoke alarms to fire 
departments in the state of Illinois. The fire departments 
then deliver the education while installing smoke alarms 
in at-risk homes within their communities. Both the educa-
tional materials and the smoke alarms are provided to the 
fire departments at no cost as a result of funding from both 
Camp I Am Me and OSFM.

Blitz Data (Data listed below is what has been reported 
by participating departments as of Nov. 6, 2024):

• 71 – Participating fire departments
• 5,232 – Smoke alarms distributed to fire departments
• $130,800 – Equipment value provided to fire depart-

ments
• 2,351 – Smoke alarms installed by fire departments
• 743 – Homes protected with new, working smoke alarms
• 1,678 – (989 high-risk) residents protected with new, 

working smoke alarms
The OSFM, Camp I Am Me and the State of Illinois 

CRR Taskforce are planning to hold a statewide smoke 
alarm blitz again Oct. 19-25, 2025.

To learn more about the Be Alarmed! Smoke Alarm 
Installation Program, visit  https://www.ifsa.org/preven-
tion-resources/smoke-alarm/

First-ever statewide smoke alarm blitz sees over 5,000 
smoke alarms distributed to 71 Illinois fire departments

OGLESBY – Join Illinois Extension 
Nutrition and Wellness Educator Susan 
Glassman and learn the art of bread-
making. Proof the yeast, mix the dough, 
knead, let rise, and bake till done in our 
hands-on workshop.

Participants will be making a hearty 
and delicious Swiss Cheese Rye 
Bread and flatbread called Naan Bread 
during the workshop.  Everyone will 
take the breads they make home to share 
with family and friends on a cold winter 
night or eat yourself.

Let it Dough, Make and Take Bread 
Workshop is for adults on Saturday, Jan. 
25, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Illinois Valley 
Community College Culinary Kitchen in 
the Peter Miller Community Technology 
Center at 815 N. Orlando Smith Road 
in Oglesby - room CTC-123.

Program fees are $18 per person and 
include all the materials to make the 
breads, recipes and resources. Please 
bring a hat or hair tie (for longer hair), 
an apron, and a beverage. A light snack 
will be served.  The class size is limited 
to 12 adults. 

Register by Saturday, Jan. 18, at go.
illinois.edu/makebread  or by calling 
Glassman at Illinois Extension’s Main 
Office on the IVCC Campus at 815-
224- 0894.

If you need reasonable accommo-
dation to participate or need more 
information, please contact Glassman, 
Extension Educator, Nutrition & Well-
ness, University of Illinois Extension 
at 815-224-0889. Extension offices are 
located in Princeton, Ottawa, Henry, and 
in Oglesby on the IVCC campus.

Let it dough, make and take 
bread workshop planned MALTA – Kishwaukee College held 

its Fall 2024 Commencement Ceremony 
on Dec. 14, in the gymnasium, with 103 
students attending to commemorate their 
achievements.

The ceremony recognized graduates who 
earned associate degrees, certificates of com-
pletion, Fast-Track program credentials, and 
Illinois High School Diploma credentials. 
Overall, 250 students completed a program 
or certificate requirement for the Fall 2024 
semester.

Destiny McKinnie, who graduated with 
an Associate in Arts degree, served as the 
Student Speaker during the ceremony. 
McKinnie reminded her fellow graduates of 
the importance of resilience as they move on 
from Kishwaukee College.

“I encourage each of you to remember 
this — challenges will come. Life will test 
you in unexpected ways. But allow every 
setback to become a step up. Every obstacle 

a stepping stone. Success is not about the 
accomplishments. It is about the persever-
ance that brought us there,” McKinnie said.

In addition to McKinnie, students heard 
remarks from Dr. Laurie Borowicz, President 
of Kishwaukee College; Bob Johnson, Kish-
waukee College Board of Trustees Chair; 
Barbara Leach, Vice President of Instruction; 
and Nicole Rempfer, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics, serving as the faculty speaker. 
Rempfer celebrated the graduates’ accom-
plishments while reminding them to stay 
true to their values. 

“Your path in life doesn’t have to look 
like anyone else’s. What matters is that it 
aligns with who you are and what you stand 
for. As you leave here today, remember that 
challenges will come, but your values will 
guide you,” Rempfer said.

The ceremony was livestreamed on Kish’s 
social media channels and website. View 
the ceremony at kish.edu/commencement.

Kish College holds fall commencement ceremony
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William G. Walters
ST. CHARLES – William Grant 

Walters, 85, passed away Dec. 31, 
2024, at his home in St. Charles, 
after a long illness.

Visitation was from 9-11 a.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 3, and funeral service 
at 11 a.m.  at Hosanna!  Lutheran 
Church, 36W925 Red Gate Road, St. 
Charles, IL. Interment was at Clarion 
Cemetery LaMoille, at 2 p.m. 

William “Bill” was born June 24, 
1939, in Rochelle, to Franklin and 
Irene (Samuelson) Walters.

Bill graduated from Mendota  High School. He  mar-
ried Betty L. Stuepfert on Nov. 26, 1961, at Zion Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church of Clarion in LaMoille. They raised 
their three daughters in LaMoille.

He is survived by three daughters, Bonnie (Joseph) Kain, 
Becky (Dennis)  Abella  and Brenda (David) Bergeson; 
five  grandchildren, Bridgette (Aaron)  Treske, Grant 
Abella, Lily Abella, Sarah Kain  and Benjamin Bergeson; 
two great-grandson, Elijah and Emory Treske. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty; sister, Jac-
queline Roof; and brother, Terence Walters. 

Bill  had over a  25-year career  working  as a lineman 
for ComEd in Mendota and Walnut.  After retirement, Bill 
and Betty moved to St. Charles to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren. They found their new church home at Ho-
sanna! Lutheran Church in St. Charles, where Bill enjoyed 
bible study and fellowship.

Bill kept busy with home improvement projects and loved 
woodworking. He was known for beautifully carved canes, 
handcrafted furniture and unique wooden boxes he created 
for family. He was always ready to help his neighbors, friends 
and family with their projects.

Memorial contributions may be directed to Hosanna! Lu-
theran Church 36W925 Red Gate Road St. Charles, IL 60175.

For additional information contact Moss Family Funeral 
Homes, 630-584-2000 or www.mossfuneral.com

Romona Schweiger
MENDOTA – Romona Schwei-

ger, 87, of Mendota, a former long-
time resident of Earlville, passed 
away on Monday, Dec. 30, 2024, 
at OSF Saint Paul Medical Center 
in Mendota.

Cremation care has been provided 
by the Horner-Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota.

She was born July 19, 1937, in 
Earlville, the daughter of Roy and 
Margret (Wilcoxen) Johnson.

Romona is survived by her two sons, John and Jeff Sch-
weiger; her sister-in-law, Betty Rose (Kuntz) Johnson of Ft. 
Worth, Texas; four grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-nephews.

In addition to her parents, Romona is preceded in death 
by her siblings Minnie, Helen, Rob, Marion, and Janice.

Romona retired from the U.S. Post Office after working 
many years as a mail clerk.

Please visit www.horner-merritt.com to sign the online 
guest book. 

Martin R. Jonsson Sr.
COMPTON – Martin R. Jonsson 

Sr., 59, of Compton, died Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2024, at his home.

His memorial service will be held 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025, 
at the Fulton Chapel of the Bos-
ma-Renkes Funeral Home. Follow-
ing the service, family and friends 
are invited to gather at King Pins in 
Fulton. There will be no visitation. 
Cremation rites have been accorded, 
and interment will take place at a 
later date at Lower York Cemetery in Thomson.

Martin was born April 25, 1965, in Elmhurst, to Martin J. 
“Corky” and Peggy Ann (Goff) Jonsson. On Aug. 4, 1989, 
he married Candy L. Scroggins, in Aurora. He was a Class 
of 1983 graduate of Fulton High School.

Survivors include his wife, Candy; one son, Martin Roy 
Jonsson Jr. of Colorado; one daughter, Courtney (Charlie) 
Preidis of Illinois; his cherished dogs and granddogs; one 
brother, Ted Jonsson of Florida; beloved members of his 
extended family.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Roy and 
Pearl Goff; parents; one brother, Jerry “JJ” Jonsson; his cousin 
and best friend William “Billy” Moog.

From an early age, he would spend time in the garage with 
his Grandpa Goff, who taught him how to work on cars. This 
sparked a lifelong passion in Marty, and the racetrack became 
his favorite place to be. He grew up going to dirt track races 
with his uncles and cousins. Later, he would become a race 
car driver, himself and pass his passion for cars on to his son.

Throughout their marriage, Candy would randomly show 
up at home with a new dog exclaiming “I rescued it.” Marty 
would sporadically bring a used car home, always reassuring 
“But beautiful, she’s a runner.” They matched each other’s 
energy in this way. Marty would pretend to be mad that 
Candy brought home a new dog, and moments later he’d 
be laying on the floor cuddling with the dog. He absolutely 
adored dogs. You could catch him singing “My Girl” by 
The Temptations to his dog Ethyl and he would rough house 
with Gus Gus and Bubba. He was always happy to see his 
granddogs Buster, Doris, and Walt.

Marty cared deeply about his wife, children, and extended 
family. He loved chatting on the phone, always answering 
a call from his daughter by saying “Hey, girl!” He was the 
voice of reason, the patient figure, and the person you’d call 
if you needed someone to show up for you. It wasn’t out of 
character for him to reach out, just because he hadn’t heard 
from you in a while. He kept in touch with everyone he cared 
about and no one was ever a stranger.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contribu-
tions be made to Friends of Strays Animal Rescue in Princeton.

To send online condolences go to www.bosmarenkes.com

Ann E. Brockwell-Althaus
AMBOY – Ann Elizabeth Brock-

well-Althaus, 81, of Amboy, passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, at 
Prairie Crossing Living and Rehab 
in Shabbona. 

Cremation care has been provided 
by the Horner-Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota. A memorial service was 
held at 11:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 6, 
2025, at the Horner-Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota. Visitation was from 
10 a.m. until the time of the service 
at the funeral home. Private interment will take place at a 
later date at Restland Cemetery in Mendota.

She was born Jan. 12, 1943, in Mendota, the daughter of 
Wilfred and Dorothy (Wise) Ehlbeck. She married Robert 
Althaus. 

Ann is survived by her husband, Bob, of Amboy; children, 
Barb (Tyler) Meloy of Earlville and Greg (Gina) Brockwell 
of Omaha, Neb.; two grandchildren, Delaney and Kennedy 
Meloy; two sisters, Cindy (Hank) Gerdes of Amboy and Peggy 
(Joey) Sardisco of Ocala, FL; and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, Ann is preceded in death by a 
sister, Judy Hernandez.

Ann worked as a distributor for Safeguard Business Sys-
tems for many years until her retirement in 2016.

Ann loved her horses and living on the farm. She was a 
stylish dresser and presented herself well. Ann also showed 
her sense of style when decorating the places she lived. She 
loved shopping for new clothes or decorations for the house.

Ann was a stay-at-home mother until her children got older. 
She got a job as a secretary for Safeguard Business Systems 
in the early 1980s. She eventually bought that business and 
successfully ran it for over 30 years.

Please visit www.horner-merritt.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Diane M. Musgrove
MENDOTA – Diane M. Mus-

grove, 78, of Mendota, passed 
away Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, at 
her home.

Cremation care has been provided 
by the Horner-Merritt Funeral Home 
in Mendota. A memorial visitation 
will be from 3-7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 8, 2025, at the Horner-Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota. Private 
interment will take place at Restland 
Cemetery in Mendota at a later date.

Diane was born May 7, 1946, in Mendota, the daughter 
of Harold and Mildred (Delaney) Mathesius. She married 
Vernon L. Musgrove on Sept. 24, 1967, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Compton.

Diane is survived by two sons, Eric (Terry) Musgrove and 
Damon (Michelle) Musgrove; two step-children, Virgil Allen 
(Jan) Musgrove and Lyn (Dan) Cook; daughter-in-law, Tina 
Musgrove; and many friends. 

In addition to her parents and husband, Vernon, Diane is 
preceded in death by a son, Lance Musgrove, and a grandson, 
Madrick Musgrove.

In her younger years, Diane was a member of FFA and 
showed cattle. She worked for the Social Security Office and 
later at Wal-Mart in Peru. She was always very supportive of 
her children and would be at all of their sporting events. She 
was also very supportive of all Mendota sports. She was an 
artistic and musical person who enjoyed pottery, painting, 
specialty cake-making, and playing the piano. In her later 
years, she enjoyed traveling and seeing the world.

Contributions in Diane’s memory may be directed to the 
family for the benefit of the Madrick Musgrove memorial 
account.

Please visit www.horner-merritt.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of 
death, time/date of services) free of charge. OBITU-
ARIES will be printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to 
the arranging funeral home or prepaid with cash, check 
or credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices 
to editor@mendotareporter.com.

Please see more
Obituaries on Page A5.

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind drivers 
of a few safety tips to keep 
everyone safe while driving 
in winter weather conditions.

Take the time to clean 
the snow and ice from all 
vehicle windows prior to 
driving on the road. Keep 
your speed down to assist 
in keeping control of your 

own vehicle when driving on 
slick icy roads. If traveling 
long distances remember to 
pack a few emergency items 
to take along in the event 
your vehicle should go off 
the roadway, including a cell 
phone, blankets and water.

If you are leaving town 
and need information re-
garding road conditions, call 
800-452-4368.

Mendota Police Department
gives winter driving safety tips

Brought to you each week by:

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Mendota Monument CompanyWinner: Deb Rose

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com
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Eugene T. Chandler
AMBOY – Eugene T. Chandler, 

76, of Amboy passed away on Satur-
day, Jan 4, 2025, after a brief illness.

Visitation will be on Thursday, 
Jan. 9, 2025, from 1-3 p.m. at the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home in Am-
boy. A prayer service will follow at 3 
p.m. at the funeral home. Cremation 
rites are to follow with burial of 
cremains to take place at a later date 
at St. Patrick Cemetery in Amboy.

He was born on April 16, 1948, 
in Amboy, the son of Leo and Irene Chandler. He was a 
graduate of Amboy High School and a Vietnam War veteran. 

He is survived by his brothers, Dale (Glenna) Chandler 
of Mayfield, Ky., and Kevin (Trenton) Chandler of Amboy; 
sisters, Colleen Howard of Dixon, Patricia (Ed) Reglin of 
Amboy and Julia (Tom) Hoak of Polo; two nieces and sev-
eral nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, and two brothers, 
Lawrence Chandler and Dennis Chandler. 

Gene worked at Motor Wheel in Mendota and Seal Mas-
ter in Aurora until their closures. He was an avid collector 
and enthusiast of cars, trains, airplanes, and ships. Beyond 
collecting items, he had a vast knowledge of the history and 
operations of these vehicles. He also was an avid gardener in 
his retirement. He always had a sweet and sunny disposition 
to all who knew Gene. 

A memorial has been established to American Cancer 
Society.

Arrangements by the Mihm-Jones Funeral Home in 
Amboy.

OBITUARY

Over the last year, a new disc golf course has been in the works at Lake Kakusha. Most 
of the work has already been done as concrete has been poured for tee boxes and the 
sleeves for the boxes at each of the 18 holes. After a winter weather delay, the plan is 
for signage and the baskets to be installed in the spring for disc golf to officially be 
played in Mendota. (Photo contributed) 

Now Mendota can use the 
new and improved disc golf 
course in its marketing cam-
paign as the city is striving for 
improvements and updates.

“Through Reimagine 
Mendota and the Heart and 
Soul Seed Grant questions, 
one of the things that came 
up was the disc golf course,” 
Short said, who has also 
served as a co-director for 
Reimagine Mendota and 
the grant program. “The 
course at Lake Mendota was 
unplayable because the lake 
has grown so much that the 
baskets are in inconvenient 
places when there is a lot 
of activities going on out 
there.

“In 2023, I talked to 
Nick Stremlau, who is the 
Mendota Parks and Recre-
ation Director, and he said 
we could move the baskets. 
He just didn’t know where 
to move them. The more 
we looked at it, the City of 
Mendota thought moving the 
course to Lake Kakusha was 
a better idea.

“We’re really excited 
because disc golf is a huge 
thing right now. It will bring 
us some tourists.”

The disc golf course 
also offers sponsorship and 
marketing opportunities for 
businesses.

To help pay for the con-
crete used for the tee boxes 
and the baskets, the City of 
Mendota is looking for a 

Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m. and the first speaker 
will begin at 10 a.m. First 
State Insurance will be 
supplying coffee and do-
nuts. ADM Grain Company 
and Farmers Mutual Hail 
Insurance are generously 
sponsoring the noon lun-
cheon. Clifton Larson Allen 
is sponsoring the soda. 

Door prizes are being pro-
vided by several area busi-
nesses including:  Beck Oil 
Co., Cantlin Law Firm, Chris 
Eller – the Retirement Spe-
cialists, Dinges Fire Compa-
ny, Earlville Farmers Coop, 
Guilfoyle & Stevenson Law 
Firm, Hornung Tiling, Inc., 

sands, sand dunes and sand 
ridges because the landscape 
was once covered over by 
outwash from the receding 
of the Wisconsin glaciation. 
Subsequent post-glacial 
winds had used the most 
portable component of this 
outwash, sand, to shape the 
dune and swale topography 
seen today.

Studies of the substance, 
structure and orientation of 
sand deposits in the area, 
indicate that winds from 
west to northwest had largely 
completed this work by about 
17,000 years ago.

The late botanist Henry 
Allan Gleason referred to 
the vegetation of the Green 
River Lowlands in his ex-
tensive study of Illinois sand 
deposits. Gleason studied 
a site near Amboy on Aug. 
21,1910. He noted: “This 
name – the Amboy area 
– is given to the irregular 
complex of sand ridges 
and marshes along the 
Green River in Lee County, 
well-illustrated in the vicin-
ity of Amboy. The drainage 
of the whole valley is poor, 

Disc Golf
Continued from Page A1

sponsor for each of the 18 
holes on the course.

Each sponsorship will be 
$1,000 and the sponsoring 
business will have its logo 
on the hole’s sign for the 
duration of the course, which 
Short hopes is forever. To be-
come a sponsor, reach out to 
Annie Short at 815-639-7459 
or ashort@mendotacity.com. 

With only a winter weath-
er delay in the way before 

the disc golf course can be 
finalized and used, all parties 
wait in anticipation.

“This whole project from 
the first conversation with 
Annie to this point has been 
pretty awesome and unex-
pected,” Vicich said. “Annie 
is a great human and a real 
mover and shaker. Nick and 
his team have been awesome 
to work with. They’ve done 
everything I’ve suggested 

and asked about. They’ve 
done it in a real timely 
manner.

“For me, living 1 1/3 
hours away from Mendota, 
I don’t get there as much as 
I’d like to, so this has given 
me an opportunity to come 
back more than I would 
have. It’s been nice to get 
back to Mendota and relive 
a lot of great memories of 
my family.”

Preserve
Continued from Page A1 and two large marsh areas, 

known as the Inlet Swamp 
and the Winnebago Swamp, 
are, as yet, not entirely 
reclaimed.”

Both the Inlet and Win-
nebago “swamps” were 
eventually drained and con-
verted to row crop agriculture 
by the very early 1900s and 
Gleason witnessed the final 
bloodletting of the swamp. 
But the sand remains.

“Oh, what a delight it 
would have been to walk with 
him as he investigated the re-
mains of the great swamps,” 
added Carey.

As the late, great natural-
ist and author Aldo Leopold 
reminded us “the first rule 
of intelligent tinkering is to 
keep all the pieces”.

This newest tract is one 
of those vital pieces.

***
The mission of the Illinois 

Audubon Society is to pro-
mote the perpetuation and 
appreciation of native plants 
and animals and the habi-
tats that support them. The 
Society, founded in 1897, is 
an independent, statewide, 
member supported, not-for-
profit organization.

Conference
Continued from Page A1 Foster’s Tax & Accounting, 

LLC., Leffelman & Associ-
ates, Leone Grain & Supply, 
Maplehurst Farms, Mendota 
Mutual Insurance, Mer-
iden Grain-Pioneer Seed, 
Northern Partners Cooper-
ative, Nutrien Ag Solutions, 
Prescott Brothers Chrysler 
Jeep Dodge Ram, Schimmer 
Automotive Group, Sublette 
Farmers Elevator Co., Sub-
lette Mechanical, Troy Grove 
Coop, Vaessen Bros. Chev-
rolet, Vaessen Implement & 
Repair, and West Brooklyn 
Farmers Coop.

To reserve a seat at the 
conference, contact the First 
State Bank Ag Department 
by calling 815.539.3834 by 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025.

OGLESBY – Four Il-
linois Valley Community 
College leaders were part 
of a group recognized by 
the Illinois Valley Chamber 
of Commerce recently for 
their contributions across 
the Illinois Valley region.

The list of 2024 Com-
munity Cornerstone Award 
winners includes retired 
President Dr. Jerry Corcor-
an, community advocate/
Director of Adult Education 
Sara Escatel, IVCC Board 
member Jay McCracken 
and longtime Foundation 
board member OJ Stoutner.

The award celebrates 
people who have been 
mentors, volunteers, vision-
aries, innovators and com-
passionate leaders whose 
efforts strengthen, support 
and shape the Illinois Val-
ley.

Corcoran said he is 
proud of the staff and 
programs offered at IVCC 
for delivering outstand-
ing career, technical and 
transfer opportunities that 
impact so many people 
in the region. He points 
proudly to the construction 
of the 80,000-square-foot 
Peter Miller Community 
Technology Center as a 
standout accomplishment 
while in office.

Escatel was named Ad-
ministrator of the Year by 
the Illinois Community 
College Board in 2020. Re-
viewing her community in-
volvement through boards 
such as the Illinois Valley 
Hispanic Partnership Coun-
cil and the Valley Immigrant 
Advocates Board, Escatel 
said she believes in giving 
back while working hard 
to make a difference along 
the way. She acknowledg-
es her background as the 
daughter of Mexican immi-
grants lends her insight and 
compassion to help those 
facing cultural issues or 
challenges.

McCracken, who is the 

IVAC recognizes IVCC leaders 
for their regional contributions

executive director of the 
Ottawa Area Chamber of 
Commerce, has a long his-
tory in education beyond his 
tenure on the IVCC Board 
of Trustees, where he is 
the vice chair. In addition 
to being a longtime mayor 
in Henry, he was a teacher 
and administrator in local 
school districts and contin-
ued to serve as an admin-
istrator even in retirement. 
He noted he continued his 
career because he still had a 
passion to make a difference 
in the lives of students, and 
that his involvement with 
the College expands that 
capability further.

S t o u t n e r  h a s  l o n g 
been active on the IVCC 
Foundation Board, which 
supports students with 
scholarships, as well as on 
many community boards. 
He graduated from agri-
culture studies in college 
and worked as a bank 
loan officer to help fuel 
the agriculture engine in 
Illinois and eventually 
became the President of 
Hometown Bank. After his 
retirement, he served as 
an aide to State Senators 
Gary Dahl and Sue Rezin, 
where he assisted with 
community outreach and 
correspondence.

IVCC President Dr. Tra-
cy Morris noted that, “IVCC 
has had a tremendous im-
pact on the community for 
100 years and these nomi-
nations are a reflection of 
the great work that is done 
every day. I am so proud of 
each of our award winners 
and the important role they 
each have in making our 
community better.” 

All 16 Community Cor-
nerstone Award winners 
were announced recently. 
IVCC’s Jennifer Scheri, 
Director of Continuing 
Education and Business 
Services, was in the inau-
gural class of Cornerstone 
Award recipients last year. 

MENDOTA – The City 
of Mendota reminds citizens 
that Chapter 41.49 of the 
Mendota Municipal Code in 
regard to Prohibited Parking 
reads as follows:

• Parking is prohibited 
along both sides of First 
Avenue for the entire length 
of the avenue.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the east side of Sixth Avenue 
from Second Street to Fifth 
Street.

City Ordinance - Prohibited Parking

• Parking is prohibited on 
the east side of Main Street 
from Sixth Street to Wash-
ington Street.

• Parking is prohibit-
ed on the south side of 
Washington Street from 
Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Iowa Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
both sides (north and south) 
of Washington Street from 
Iowa Street to U.S. Route 
251.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Jan. 8, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

When The Reporter came out on 
Jan. 8, 1992, it carried some statistics 
for 1991. Police calls had increased by 
423 over the 1990 total, to 4,896.

There had been 170 public service 
calls. Other calls included 19 for domes-
tic disturbance, 18 juvenile complains 
and 14 instances of criminal damage 
to property.

***
During 1991, 75 building permits had 

been issued – among them 15 for sin-
gle-family dwellings, two apartments, 
12 duplexes, 12 additions, 11 garages, 
six commercial additions, eight auxilia-
ry buildings, six fences and three signs.

***
The Mendota Area Christian Food 

Pantry held its annual meeting Jan. 14, 
1992. It was reported that 251 families 
numbers 2,682 people received Thanks-
giving meals. For Christmas, 432 people 
in 82 families were provided with food.

Retiring board members Carl Mc-
Nair and Marthe Ellingen were thanked 
for their years of service. Jack Due and 
Helen Faulk were welcomed as new 
board members, with Due serving as 
treasurer. President for 1992 was John 
McConville. Beatrice Arteaga was 
manager of the Mendota area site.

***
The Jan. 8, 1992, issue of The Re-

porter carries a newsworthy picture of 
the thermometer on the First Federal 
Savings Bank as it registered a balmy 
62 degrees.

***
The first baby to be born at Mendota 

Community Hospital in 1992 was Ian 
David Richardson. He arrived on Jan. 
4, the son of Mark and Beverly Werdin 
Richardson. He had a sister, Natalie, 
age 6.

A true New Year’s baby, born Jan. 
1, 1992, was Robert Patrick Askey, 
son of William and Meloday Askey of 
LaMoille. He was born at Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital in Peru.

***
Ground was broken for the first house 

to be built in Brookside First Subdivi-
sion on Lot 25. Ten of the 26 lots being 
developed in Brookside First, north of 
Northbrook, had been sold. Developers 
were LMS Properties, owned by Joe 
McConville, Brian Sprowls and John 
Lewis.

This first house was for John Brown 
of Compton and contractor was Tim 
Bauer of Bauer Painting & Construction, 
also of Compton. The 1900-square foot 
bi-level was scheduled for completion 
on May 1.

***
Mayor James Strouss launched the 

1992 Girl Scout cookie sale with his 
purchase from Amber Simpson, Alisa 
Jones, Lou Ann Patterson and Jolene 
Patterson.

***
District 289 in Mendota was one of 

92 recipients of state grants to provide 
training for gifted students. The 1992 
grant was structured for gifted science 
students. A previous grant had been 
designed for gifted students in language 
arts.

***
Items found in a ditch northwest of 

Mendota on Jan. 12, 1992, were sent to 
the Illinois State Crime Lab for analysis. 
An anonymous caller directed police 
to the location where a box containing 
bloody sheets, a pipe with drops of blood 
and bits of hair, wrapped in a towel, 
scraps of blue jeans and a multi-colored 
shirt. Plastic bags and a metal rod were 
also in the box. The police could not be 
sure the blood and hair were human.

They are still at the lab for 
analysis.

***
Mendota Community Ambulance 

Service was considering adding a third 
shift EMT driver.

When I-39 is completed between 
Mendota and Bloomington, 

9,000 more vehicles could be on 
the road.
Applications for the position of third 

shift EMT driver would be accepted 
until Feb. 15.

The ambulance service gave its 
Outstanding Service Award for 1991 
to Judy Poisel.

***
Plano Molding gave assurance that 

more work would be done on its reten-
tion pond.

They will allow no more water to 
come off their property than be-
fore the plant came to Mendota.

***
Mendota businesses sponsored a full-

page presentation on Jaycee activities 
in Mendota during National Jaycees 
Week. Among 21 projects listed were a 
contribution of $1,000 to the D.A.R.E. 
program, $1,500 toward lights for the 
baseball diamond, a Punt, Pass & Kick 
program, donation to Nightengales 
Closet and a Super Bowl breakfast.

***
The Northbrook basketball team 

took first place in the Starved Rock 
Conference Tournament at Streator, 
Jan. 11-18, 1992. The eighth grade 
team, with a record of 17-1, benefited 
from the skill of Bryan Boyer, Jason 
Brandner and Eric Duke, its high-point 
players. The seventh grade team had a 
16-1 season. Their Jeff Kreiling totaled 
387 points for a 22.8 average.

***
Loretta Causa, children’s librarian 

at Graves Public Library, reported pur-
chase of 27 geography books from the 
Enchantment of the World Series. She 
did not purchase any books about the 
Eastern Block countries of the former 
Soviet Union. These books will be added 
when the boundaries of the countries 
have been established.

Purchases were made from $500 
received from the Kanteen Trust 
Fund.

***
State Police conducted a second 

statewide blitz to enforce use of 
seat belts. Beginning Jan. 19, 1992, 
warnings were issued “at troopers’ 
discretion.”

1991 wrap-up published January 1992
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
It feels like 2013 again. 
Back then, a beleaguered Republican Speaker of the House 

was forced into a government shutdown by firebrands in his 
caucus who considered him insufficiently pure. 

A revolution in GOP politics has happened since, and yet 
a beleaguered Republican Speaker of the House has been 
forced to the verge of a government shutdown by firebrands 
in his caucus who consider him insufficiently pure. 

The difference is that Mike Johnson -- unlike his predeces-
sor, John Boehner -- isn’t just dealing with an internal revolt; 
he also had the most powerful Republican politician on the 
planet and his extremely influential sidekick blast his hand-
iwork, namely, Donald Trump and Elon Musk, respectively. 

Johnson did make a misstep with the so-called continuing 
resolution to keep the government funded past a looming 
deadline. In negotiations, he let it balloon into a true mon-
strosity. What was supposed to be a stop-gap measure to 
avoid a government shutdown became a vehicle to pass new 
legislation in a last-minute, 1,500-page bill that no one was 
going to read. 

The yet-to-be-resolved episode shows that Republican 
hostility to spending still exists a decade after Tea Party 
Republicans roiled the establishment -- and made John Boeh-
ner’s life miserable -- demanding massive deficit reduction. 

Now, though, this reflex has taken a new form. It is ex-
pressed in fierce opposition to “the swamp” -- in this case, 
business-as-usual logrolling in Congress -- and excitement 
about the prospects for Musk’s DOGE, the new Department 
of Government Efficiency. 

The bipartisan agreement in Washington, D.C., to perpet-
ually spend more money is indeed disgraceful, and DOGE 
could be a welcome force for new thinking. Yet, both of these 
are really beside the point when considering the red ink that 
one day -- probably not tomorrow and maybe not even several 
years from now -- could cause a horrendous fiscal crisis.

There are idiotic programs and senseless regulations 
aplenty, but the money that can be found in the federal couch 

cushions is relatively minimal. Most federal spending has 
strong public backing, and so a $6.8 trillion budget that 
looks like a juicy target is very hard to bring under control. 

The math is as brutal as ever. Social Security and Medicare, 
together with veterans benefits and other health programs, 
account for more than half of the budget. One of Trump’s 
signature promises, of course, is not to touch Medicare 
and Social Security. Then, interest on the debt and defense 
spending take up about another $2 trillion. 

What’s left is, in the scheme of things, a pittance, and even 
programs in this category have constituencies. 

If the budget is ever to be put on a more rational basis, 
there is no substitute for making a public case for a serious 
reform agenda that includes entitlements like Social Security 
and Medicare. This is a politically perilous project, which is 
why the Republican Party abandoned it. How much easier and 
satisfying it is to tank flagrantly absurd end-of-year spending 
bills and to put extravagant hopes in DOGE. 

It is telling what else was happening in Washington while 
Mike Johnson’s continuing resolution went down in flames. 
Congress was busy working to pass, on a bipartisan basis, 
the Social Security Fairness Act at a cost of roughly $200 
billion over 10 years. It doesn’t matter that the legislation is 
a poorly designed giveaway to public employees that experts 
across the spectrum think is a bad idea. 

DOGE will be hard-pressed just to claw that money back. 
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy have talked about cutting a 
swath of federal workers. According to the Congressional 
Budget Office, in 2022, the federal government employed 
2.3 million civilians at a cost of $271 billion. So if you can 
cut 10% of those employees, which would be a stunning 
accomplishment, you might cover the 10-year cost of the 
Social Security Fairness Act, while still treading fiscal water. 

This points to another similarity with 2013. All the drama 
and chaos is unlikely to fundamentally alter our dreadful 
fiscal trajectory. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The fiscal hawks never win

After the election, I wrote a column about how I hadn’t 
heard much about the supposedly epic, life changing 
election we had on Nov. 5 since it happened.

It seemed the social media posts about Donald Trump 
and Kamala Harris slowed down and stopped, and 
nobody was talking about it at watering holes, grocery 
stores, libraries, schools, or police departments in the 
boisterous manner it was before the election took place.

An email was sent 
to me shortly after 
from Sublette resi-
dent and Lee County 
Democratic Party pre-
cinct representative 
for Sublette, Amy 
Palmer.

She stated I must 
be hanging out in the 

wrong crowds because others are talking about the 
election every day. After a chuckle about my crowd, 
because she may be right, haha, I reached out to meet 
with her to see what people were saying since I wasn’t 
hearing much aftermath from Trump being elected 
president once again.

I met with Palmer and Dave McCarver, chair of 
the Lee County Democratic Party in late December 
to discuss my question in the previous column, “Why 
are we not talking about the election?”

“People were still talking about the election 
Day 2 or Day 3 afterwards, but then it all stopped,” 
McCarver said, who is a Mendota native, 2011 
Mendota High School graduate, 2016 Illinois State 
University graduate, who currently lives in Amboy 
and was appointed chair of the party in 2021 and 
was reelected in two elections. “I think some of it 
is because Donald Trump hasn’t been inaugurated 
yet (planned for Monday, Jan. 20), so he hasn’t been 
able to do anything. President Joe Biden, is a lame 
duck president right now by definition. And the 
Republicans control the House of Representatives. 

“Not much news can be made in terms of policy. 
That’s a huge part of people not talking about the 
election at the moment. I’ve also worked in politics 
before and I’m the chair of the Democratic Party in 
the county, it’s exhausting. You work hard putting in 
extra volunteer hours. Around 10 p.m. on election 
night it started to set in that it wasn’t going our way. 

“You kind of deflate. I woke up the next day ticked 
off. And my wife was ticked off. Our election cycles 
are long in America; it’s unlike any other country. 
It takes a year and a half, and it wears on you. After 
it’s over, your priorities shift, and it becomes I have 
to spend time with my boys or put energy into other 
work. The election had its time and now it’s over.”

Palmer, who lived in Sublette for the first 17 years 
of her life before leaving in 1971 and did not return 
until 2021, feels Democrats have to be cautious.

She sent me photos after our conversation of 
damage done to Democratic signage.

“We’re careful with who we share our political 
feelings with because sometimes talking about pol-
itics is hostile,” Palmer said. “Most Democrats vet 
who they’re talking to before they offer too much 
of an opinion. It’s a hostile environment at times.

“One thing you might not be aware of is the stat 
of how many Democratic voters changed their vote 
to Republican when it came to voting for Trump. 
They may have kept their Democratic vote for the 
senator, but there was a 7% shift nationally.

“But, in Lee County, because of Dave, Sarah 
Bingaman, and I, we worked so hard that our shift 
was only a little bit over 1%. Our Democrats stayed 
dedicated to the Democratic votes.”

Palmer stated she made a YouTube video to pres-
ent to local schools in efforts to speak to students 
about the importance of voting and offer voting 
information.

She was told it wouldn’t happen because other 
schools had been sued for political propaganda.

McCarver added people who are truly plugged 
into politics were still talking about the election 
further than Day 1 or Day 2.

Action for a Better Tomorrow Sauk Valley, a 
sub-committee of the Lee County Democratic Party, 
which involves Democrats from La Salle, Whiteside, 
Ogle, and Bureau counties, met on Nov. 11 to talk 
about the election.

They’re afraid Trump will once again have a net 
loss of jobs, he won’t be able to fulfill his promise 
of lowering prices and fighting inflation rates, he 
will dismantle allegiance from world allies, and his 
tariffs will hurt the agriculture economy (high prior-
ity in Lee County), and in turn fail small businesses. 

Politics and religion have always been known 
as things to not talk about. However, both are main 
cogs to our lives as citizens of the United States of 
America.

Let’s further the conversation, before Trump is 
inaugurated, and let’s hear the answer to “Why hav-
en’t we talked about the election after the election?” 
from the Republican side.

If you’re a member of a county Republican Party 
or someone who is heavily involved on another 
stage, reach out at blachance@mendotareporter.com.

Let’s chat.

Why haven’t we talked 
about the election?

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance
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Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

12252024

Have a Safe and Happy New Year! Have a Safe and Happy New Year! 

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Notice is given of the Annual Open  
Meeting at the Mendota Area Christian Food 
Pantry. The meeting is open to the public and 
anyone wanting to serve on the board or anyone 
with other business should attend. Election of 
board members and officers will take place at this 
meeting. The meeting will be held at the pantry at 
710 6th Ave., Mendota, IL. at 6:30 pm on January 
14, 2025.

01012025

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651Mike Wasmer

By GLENN MINNIS
The Center Square contributor

SPRINGFIELD – Once ranked tops in the country for 
entry level wage growth over inflation, in 1935, Illinois has 
fallen to No. 39 compared to other states, according to Bril-
liantMaps.com.

Several southern states were among the biggest winners 
of increasing their entry level hourly wages since 1935, the 
report said. Many northern and western states barely saw their 
inflation adjusted starting wages improve over this time period.

“Illinois is perhaps the most interesting state,” the report 
said. “It had the highest entry level hourly wage in 1935 at 
$0.67/hour, but by 2024 its starting hourly wage was 39th 
in the country at $14.06/hour.”

Illinois state Rep. La Shawn Ford, D-Chicago, worries 
how much more the state will be forced to pay for its long 
sputtering economy.

“Workforce drives population and drives people to a state,” 
Ford told The Center Square. “People travel to find high-pay-
ing jobs. And so, when you talk about equity and income, I 
think that if Illinois wants to increase its population we have 
to work with the federal government, increasing wages and 
at the same time be more business friendly so that people 
will actually have the ability to pay their employees more.”

Even with the state’s non-tipped minimum wage increasing 
to $15 an hour on Jan. 1, Ford said there is still more work 
to do if Illinois is to have any chance of curbing a trend that 
has seen it lose population in 10 of the past 11 years.

“You have a situation in Illinois where the cost of living 
is high and the actual wages are not keeping up,” he said. 
“People are driven out of the state. They have to go places 
where wages are comparable to Illinois but the cost of living 
is less. We could do more to cut some regulations for busi-
nesses and also support business needs so that they can hire 
more people or at least pay higher wages.”

Ford is also calling on the federal government to take 
on a bigger role in making sure more people are earning a 
livable wage.

“We should definitely be looking for the federal gov-
ernment to increase minimum wages so that they can bring 
some parity across the states,” he said. “I think if the federal 
government would do better by setting a higher minimum 
wage, that will help with this problem.”

Reason.org noted that economists at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis concluded in 2021, “A higher minimum 
wage can also result in employers using automation to replace 
more expensive human labor.”

Since 1935, BrilliantMaps.com shows South Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama and Arkansas have all in-
creased their average entry level hourly wages by 150% or 
more over and above inflation.

By GREG BISHOP
The Center Square

SPRINGFIELD – A Re-
publican state representative 
says Illinois is a cautionary 
tale, not a shining example 
of how a state’s economic 
policies should work.

Illinois legislators are 
nearing the end of the 103rd 
General Assembly. During a 
brief session in the House on 
Jan. 4, state Rep. Brad Hal-
brook, R-Shelbyville, used a 
point of personal privilege to 
address his concerns around 
the lack of progress on ad-
dressing economic issues in 
the state.

Several states are lower-
ing personal taxes, switch-
ing to a flat income tax or 
fostering more policies for 
business development, he 
said.

“Across America, states 
are recognizing the power 
of a stable, progrowth and 
competitive tax code to at-
tract businesses and improve 
the life of their citizens,” said 
Halbrook.

He said Illinois hasn’t tak-
en such steps, having among 
the highest property taxes in 
the country and high overall 
tax burdens with heavy re-
strictions on business.

“Illinois has become the 

greatest economic develop-
ment tool that a neighboring 
or southern state can have,” 
Halbrook said. “This needs 
to change.”

To reverse Illinois’ eco-
nomic doldrums, Halbrook 
said the state must address 
high property taxes, lower 
personal and corporate in-
come taxes, and simplify the 
state’s tax code.

“We are losing [residents], 
businesses and economic 
opportunity to states that 
understand the importance 
of competitive tax policy,” 
he said. “We’ve become a 
cautionary tale instead of a 
shining example.”

Illinois’ unemployment 
rate is third worst of all states 
in the country with most 
neighboring states ranking 
much higher with lower 
unemployment rates. The 
state has also lost population 
10 of the past 11 years, with 
last year’s gains attributed 
mainly to international mi-
gration into Illinois, offset-
ting more people moving out 
domestically.

Jan. 7 was the final full 
day of the 103rd Gener-
al Assembly. The 104th 
General Assembly will be 
seated at noon Wednesday, 
Jan. 8.

Illinois drops to No. 39 in 
wages for entry level workers

Legislator warns Illinois being left 
behind as other states lower taxes

Mendotans on Palmer Dean’s List
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Palmer College of Chiropractic has 

named its 2024 summer trimester Dean’s List for its Main 
Campus in Davenport, Iowa.

Among the students making the Dean’s List are Gabrielle 
Peasley and Francisco Romero, both of Mendota.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the first and largest college 
in the chiropractic profession, has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port Orange, Fla.

Area students on WIU Dean’s List
MACOMB/MOLINE – A total of 1,083 undergraduate 

students enrolled at Western Illinois University were named 
to the Fall 2024 Dean’s List. The total includes 112 students 
at the WIU-Quad Cities Campus.

Among the students achieving the honor are Elizabeth J. 
Bresley, a senior from Mendota, and Lilliane F. Brower, a 
sophomore from Paw Paw.

To receive this award, an undergraduate student must earn 
at least a 3.6 grade point average on a scale of 4.0, which 
equals an A in a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded cours-
es; pass-fail hours are not counted (e.g., student teaching, 
internships).

F. Anderson makes Belmont Dean’s List
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Faith Anderson of Mendota was 

named among the students who qualified for Belmont Uni-
versity’s fall 2024 Dean’s List. Belmont University recently 
released the Dean’s List for the fall 2024 semester. Approxi-
mately 53% of the University’s 7,175 undergraduate students 
qualified for the fall 2024 Dean’s List.

Dean’s List eligibility is based on a minimum course load 
of 12 hours and a quality grade point average of 3.5 with no 
grade below a C.

“Earning a place on the Dean’s List is an accomplishment 
that reflects the dedication, talent and resilience of our students 
who maintain competitive GPAs while concurrently making 
lasting contributions at Belmont and beyond,” said Belmont 
University Provost Dr. David Gregory. “These scholars 
have gone above and beyond, matching rigorous academic 
schedules with robust extracurriculars including volunteer-
ism, student organizations, athletics, the arts, and more. It 
gives me great joy to acknowledge the dedicated students 
who embody what it means to seek excellence, academically. 
Their achievement is a testament not only to their hard work 
and intellectual aptitude but also to Belmont’s high academic 
standards and commitment to student success.”

E. Massey named to UW-Madison Dean’s List
MADISON, Wis. – The University of Wisconsin-Madison 

has recognized students named to the Dean’s List for the fall 
semester of the 2024-2025 academic year.

Among the students achieving the honor is Ella Massey 
of Mendota, School of Human Ecology, Dean’s Honor List.

Students who achieve at a high level academically are 
recognized by the dean at the close of each semester. To be 
eligible for the Dean’s List, students must complete a minimum 
of 12 graded degree credits in that semester. Each university 
school or college sets its own GPA requirements for students 
to be eligible to receive the distinction. Most call the honor 
“dean’s list,” but some grant the “Dean’s Honor List” and 
“Dean’s High Honor List.”

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Social Security News

By Mike Weitl
PERU – It may have 

been years or even decades 
since you thought about how 
much you earned at your first 
job. Did you know that you 
can find out how much you 
made that first year? Or any 
year you worked and paid 
Social Security taxes? Your 
earnings history is a record 
of your progress toward your 
future Social Security bene-
fits. We track your earnings 
so we can pay you the bene-
fits you’ve earned over your 
lifetime. That is why it’s so 
important for you to review 
your earnings record. 

Even though it’s your 
employer’s responsibility 
to provide accurate earnings 
information, you should re-
view your earnings history 
and let us know if there are 
any errors or omissions. 
Otherwise, your future So-
cial Security benefits could 
be lower than you should 
receive. It’s important to 
identify and report errors 
as soon as possible. If too 
much time passes, it could 

Why it’s important to check your earnings history
be hard for you to get older 
tax documents. Also, some 
employers may no longer 
exist or be able to provide 
past payroll information.

The best way to verify 
your earnings record is to vis-
it www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
and create or sign in to your 
personal my Social Security 
account. You should review 
your earnings carefully every 
year and confirm them using 
your own records, such as 
W-2 forms and tax returns. 
Keep in mind that earnings 
from this year and last year 
may not be listed yet. When 
you have a personal my 
Social Security account, we 
send you an email once a 
year, 3 months before your 
birthday, to remind you to 
check your earnings and to 
get future benefit estimates.

If your Social Security 
earnings record is incorrect 
and does not match your 
personal records, you may 
be able to submit a correction 
request online using your 
personal my Social Security 
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

If that feature is available 
in your personal my Social 
Security account, you can use 
the online process to correct 
missing earnings, inaccurate 
earnings from a valid em-
ployer, or earnings from an 
employer you did not work 
for. You’ll need to provide:

• Your address if we need 
to contact you about your 
request.

• Details about your cor-
rect earnings and employer.

• Evidence or proof of 
correct earnings, if available.

You can electronically 
upload your proof (W-2, 
W-2C, tax return, wage stub, 
pay slip, etc.) in a JPG or PDF 
format. After you successful-
ly submit your evidence, you 
can print or save a receipt.

Earnings corrections can-
not be processed online if 
they are for:

• The current or prior year, 
which may not be recorded 
yet.

• Self-employment.
• Railroad Board.
• Certain years before 

1978.
Also, you cannot submit 

an earnings correction online 
if you: 

• Receive Social Secu-
rity benefits, Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), or 
Medicare.

• Have applied for Social 
Security benefits or SSI. 

If you cannot correct 
your earnings online,  call 
us at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 
1-800-325-0778), Monday 
to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. to request a correction.

Start a conversation to-
day. Ask a family member 
or friend about their first job 
and let them know they can 
find out what they earned 
that year!

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)



Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025A8 • The Mendota Reporter

THE BACK PAGE

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$6900

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$8900

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4 • www.mendotareporter.com

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
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residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE REVOKED
Miguel A. Ferreira, 32, 

of Milwaukee, Wis., was 
charged with driving while 
license revoked after a traffic 
stop at 12th Street and Fourth 
Avenue at 1 a.m. Jan. 5. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Tony Munoz Jr., 34, of 
2532 Johnson St., West 
Brooklyn, was charged with 
driving while license sus-
pended after a traffic stop 
at U.S. 34 and Raymond 
Drive at 9:51 p.m. Jan. 5. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

MENDOTA – Fire to-
tally destroyed a two-sto-
ry house at 73 N. 43rd 
Road, Mendota, on Jan. 
2. The Mendota Fire 
Department received 
the call at 8:31 a.m. and 
was on scene five min-
utes later. MABAS Box 
Alarm was activated to 
the second level.

Engines from Mendo-
ta, Troy Grove, LaSalle, 
Peru and Sublette were 
on scene, in addition 
to squads from Men-
dota and Troy Grove, 
tenders from Mendota, 
Troy Grove, Sublette, 
Compton, Earlville and 
LaMoille (two) and an 
ambulance from Peru 
EMS. Change of quarters 
was supplied by Oglesby 
with an engine and Am-
boy with an ambulance.

No cause of the fire 
has been determined. 
The Illinois State Fire 
Marshal was called and 
two investigators were 
sent to the scene.

ValCom and Ottawa 
MABAS Dispatch han-
dled the calls.

Others that assisted 
were the Mendota Police 
Department and LaSalle 
County EMA for traffic 
control, Mendota Street 
Department, Otterbach 
Excavation, ComEd and 
Kurt Bruno, who sup-
plied food and water to 
the personnel.

The last emergency 
unit cleared the scene at 
3:19 p.m.

Rural
Mendota
house
destroyed
by fire

POLICE
BLOTTER SPRINGFIELD - The Of-

fice of the State Fire Marshal 
warns residents across the 
state to pay special attention 
to the distinct signals sent 
by carbon monoxide alarms 
when their life has expired. 
Frequently, people may be-
lieve that a beep coming out 
of their CO means it’s time 
for a battery change, when in 
fact it means that the device 
needs to be replaced.

“It is extremely important 
to pay attention to the differ-
ent beeps that come out of 
a dead CO alarm. We want 
to ensure that our residents 
understand the difference in 
order to take immediate ac-
tion and prevent a tragedy,” 
said a spokesperson from the 
Illinois State Fire Marshal’s 
office. “Carbon monoxide is 
known as the silent killer. The 
replacement of dead carbon 
monoxide detectors is also a 
life saver.”

Since January 2007, it 
has been an Illinois law to 
have a properly functioning 
CO alarm in all dwelling 
units. The law requires that 
detectors must have battery 
power as the primary or 
secondary power supply. 
They cannot be solely elec-
tric powered. Many carbon 
monoxide detectors now in 
service were made prior to 
the incorporation of the new 
requirements and may not 
have an end-of-life signal.

Carbon monoxide is the 
number one cause of poi-
soning deaths in the nation, 
claiming approximately 300 
lives a year, according to the 
National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA). Because 
CO is an odorless, colorless, 
tasteless gas, it can kill peo-
ple before they realize its 
presence. It can be produced 
by gas or oil appliances such 
as furnaces, clothes dryers, 
water heaters, ovens, space 
heaters or, in some cases, by 
fireplaces and wood-burning 
stoves.

OSFM advises consum-
ers that if their CO alarms 
were manufactured before 
August 2009, prior to the 
incorporation of the new 
requirements, they may not 
have the end-of-life feature. 
In addition, residents who 
have a carbon monoxide 
detector installed for more 
than three years should look 
for the manufacturing date, 
which may be found on the 
outside back of the alarm or 
visit the company’s website 
for further information. If 
none can be found, the device 
should be replaced without 
any hesitation.

Carbon monoxide alarms 
should be tested every month 
by pushing the test button. If 
the alarm goes off, follow the 
basic steps:

• If your CO detector 
activates, evacuate everyone 
from your home immediately 
leaving the door open for 
ventilation on your way out 
and then call 911.

• Do not re-enter until 
experts have investigated the 
problem and declared it safe 
to return.

Other important tips:
• Ensure that household 

appliances are installed and 
running correctly. Have 
a professional technician 
check fuel-burning applianc-
es, furnaces, chimneys and 
vents at least annually for 

blockages, corrosion, debris 
and faulty connections.

• Check appliances in the 
home that use natural gas, oil, 
wood and kerosene such as 
water heaters, clothes dryers, 
ranges, ovens, gas-powered 
refrigerators and pilot lights.

• Never operate unvented 
fuel-burning appliances in a 
room with closed doors or 
windows or in rooms where 
people are sleeping.

• Check venting systems 
to the outside for cracks 
and blockages such as flues, 
chimneys and fireplaces.

• Make sure space heaters 
are vented properly.

• Never operate genera-
tors indoors.

• Never burn charcoal in-
side a home, garage, vehicle 
or tent.

• Never use gasoline-pow-
ered tools and engines in-
doors.

• Never use gas-powered 
appliances such as an oven 
or clothes dryer for heating 
a home.

• Never leave a car run-
ning in an attached garage, 
even if the garage door is 
open.

For additional informa-
tion about carbon mon-
oxide poisoning, visit the 
OSFM webpage at www.
sfm.illinois.gov or the 
National Fire Protection 
Association.

Make sure CO detectors are functioning

MENDOTA – For those 
individuals who are operat-
ing snowmobiles throughout 
the city of Mendota, please 
obey all traffic laws and 
show respect for private and 
public property. Remember, 
routes are in the curb edge 
of the roadway only, not the 
shoulder, through yards or 
on sidewalks. Those found 
in violation will be subject to 
any and all applicable fines, 
including restitution for any 
damage done.

Designated snowmobile 
routes are as follows:

• Cherry Street from First 
Avenue west to Seventh 
Avenue

• Seventh Avenue from 
Cherry Street north to Fifth 
Street

• Fifth Street from Seventh 
Avenue east to alley between 
Seventh and Sixth avenues

• Alley between Seventh 
and Sixth avenues north to 
Seventh Street

• Seventh Street to Front 
Street

• Front Street north from 
Seventh to Eighth streets

• Eighth Street west cross-
ing BNSF railroad tracks

• 15th  Street from First Av-
enue west to Lincoln Avenue

• Lincoln Avenue from 
15th  Street south to 12th  
Street

• 12th  Street from Lincoln 
Avenue west to E. Main Street

• E. Main Street from 
12th  Street north to Illinois 
Route 251

• Third Street from W. 
Seventh Avenue west to 12th  
Avenue

• 12th  Avenue from Third 
Street south to Second Street

• Second Street from 12th  
Avenue west to 14th  Avenue

• 14th  Avenue from Sec-
ond Street south to Division 
Street

• Division Street from 
14th  Avenue west to west 
city limits

Snowmobile
routes

Animals-Pet Waste 
Ordinance

• The purpose of this 
section is to establish re-
quirements for the proper 
disposal of pet solid waste 
in the City of Mendota so 
as to protect public health, 
safety and welfare, and to 
prescribe penalties for failure 
to comply.

• Requirement for dispos-
al. All pet owners and keepers 
are required to immediately 
and properly dispose of their 
pet’s solid waste deposited on 
any property, public or pri-
vate, not owned or possessed 
by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner 
or keeper who requires the 
use of a disability assistance 
animal shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section 
while such animal is being 
used for that purpose.

• Violations and penal-
ties. Any person(s) who is 
found to have violated the 
provisions of this section 
shall be subject to a fine of 
no less than $25 and no more 
than $75.

City Ordinance
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LaSALLE-PERU 66, MENDOTA 20
Mendota (20)

	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 1	 1-2	 3	 3
Knaff	 1	 1-2	 1	 3
Coss	 2	 2-4	 0	 7
Martin	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Denault	 1	 0-0	 2	 3
Freeman	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Doyle	 0	 1-4	 6	 1
Strouss	 1	 0-2	 0	 3
Totals	 6	 5-14	 16	 20

LaSalle-Peru (66)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Aguirre	 1	 1-2	 0	 4
Jereb	 5	 0-0	 2	 12
Hines	 2	 0-0	 2	 5
Frederick	 4	 1-2	 2	 9
Sines	 1	 0-0	 3	 2
Shetterly	 2	 0-0	 0	 5
Kawiecki	 3	 0-0	 1	 6
Depenbrock	 2	 1-2	 0	 5
Ruppert	 6	 6-6	 0	 18
Totals	 26	 9-12	 10	 66

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 5	 11	 17	 20
LaSalle-Peru	 20	 40	 57	 66
Three-point goals: Mendota - Coss 1, 
Denault 1, Strouss 1; LaSalle-Peru - 
Aguirre 1, Jereb 2, Hines 1, Shetterly 1

AMBOY 51, MENDOTA 29
Amboy (51)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Vaessen	 3	 1-2	 1	 8
Pertell	 3	 2-4	 2	 10
Anderson	 5	 1-2	 2	 11
Wells	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Sachs	 2	 4-4	 1	 8
McLaughlin	 3	 0-0	 1	 6
Yanos	 2	 1-2	 0	 5
Parker	 0	 1-2	 0	 1
Totals	 19	 10-16	 7	 51

Mendota (29)
	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 3	 1-2	 6	 9
Knaff	 1	 1-2	 1	 3
Coss	 2	 0-0	 1	 4
Martin	 1	 1-2	 4	 3
Denault	 3	 0-0	 4	 6
Gonzalez	 2	 0-0	 8	 4
Reddin	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Totals	 12	 3-6	 26	 29

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Amboy	 17	 26	 30	 51
Mendota	 5	 41	 18	 29
Three-point goals: Mendota - Eddy 2; 
Amboy - Vaessen 1, Pertell 2

LaSalle-Peru poured it 
on from the opening tip and 
cruised to a 66-20 win over 
Mendota in varsity girls’ 
basketball action on Jan. 2 
at the L-P gym.

The Lady Cavs scored 
20 points in each of the first 
two quarters to open a 40-11 
halftime cushion. The home 
team led 57-17 with one 
quarter to play.

“We forgot our defense 
and energy from 2024,” 
stated Mendota coach John 
Hansen. “Hopefully we get 
a couple of our players back 
as soon as possible and that 
energy we’ve had all year 
returns, because it just wasn’t 
here tonight.”

Ella Coss led Mendota 
with seven points and Karson 
Doyle paced the team with 
six rebounds.

The Lady Trojans con-
nected on just 15 percent 
of their field goal attempts 
and 36 percent of their free 
throws.

***
Mendota and Amboy 

played for the second time in 
a week and the Lady Clippers 
prevailed again, 51-29, on 
Jan. 3 at the MHS gym.

The Lady Trojans were 
slow out of the gate, putting 
up just five points in the first 
quarter compared to 17 for 
Amboy. Mendota matched 
its five points in the second 
period while the Lady Clip-
pers scored nine to take a 
26-10 halftime lead.

Mendota was able to cut 
into the deficit with an 8-4 
third quarter as Laylie De-
nault scored six of the eight 
points for the Lady Trojans 
and Amboy got just a pair of 
buckets from Jillian Ander-
son, but the Lady Clippers 
exploded for 21 fourth-quar-
ter points to win going away. 
Amboy’s Addison Pertell 
tallied seven of her 10 points 
in the final frame.

“We could not hit a shot 
tonight,” noted Hansen. “We 
played well considering that. 
We could’ve lost by 50, 
but showed up elsewhere 
to make up for the poor 
shooting.”

Mendota’s Kennedy Knaff has her field goal attempt contested by Emily Sachs of Amboy on Jan. 3 at the MHS gym. 
(Reporter photo)

L-P, Amboy post
wins over MHS
q Cold shooting plagues Lady Trojans

Mendota hit 12 of 46 (26 
percent) shots from the field, 
including just two of 18 from 
three-point range.

Ava Eddy topped the 
scoring chart for Mendota 
with nine points. She also 
had six rebounds and three 
steals. Denault added six 
points, four rebounds and 
three steals, while Cassie 
Gonzalez hauled down eight 
rebounds and had six blocked 
shots, and Ella Martin col-
lected four boards.

Anderson paced Amboy 
with 11 points. Tyrah Vaes-
sen and Emily Sachs chipped 
in with eight points apiece for 
the Lady Clippers.

Mendota beat two of three opponents 
in the Kewanee Wrestling Quad on Jan. 
4 at Kewanee.

The Trojans edged Putnam Coun-
ty-Hall, 36-30. Komen Denault and 
Gavin Evans pinned their opponents 
for the Trojans, while forfeit wins 
went to Gavin Steven-
son, Adrian Arteaga, 
Jayleen Jordan and 
Delila Kent.

The Trojans picked 
up a 29-15 victory 
over Somonauk. Evans 
recorded the only pin 
for Mendota, while 
Denault dominated his opponent for a 
17-1 triumph. Forfeit victories went to 
Stevenson, Arteaga and Kent.

The host Boilers posted a 58-11 win 
over the Trojans. Evans got his third pin 
of the night for Mendota and Stevenson 
rolled over his foe, 19-4.
Jan. 4 @ Kewanee
Mendota 36, Putnam County-Hall 30

106 – double forfeit; 113 – Lindas 
(PCH) won forfeit; 120 – Gavin Ste-

venson (M) won forfeit; 126 – Adrian 
Arteaga (M) won forfeit; 132 – Jayleen 
Jordan (M) won forfeit; 138 – Komen 
Denault (M) pinned Finley (PCH), 0:18; 
144 – double forfeit; 150 – Bouxsein 
(PCH) pinned Cole Kleckner (M), 2:44; 
157 – double forfeit; 165 – Gavin Evans 
(M) pinned Scribner (PCH), 1:10; 175 – 
Delila Kent (M) won forfeit; 190 – Tucker 
(PCH) pinned Aaron Torres (M), 0:40; 
215 – Irwin (PCH) won forfeit; 285 – J. 
Irwin (PCH) won forfeit; 
Mendota 29, Somonauk 15

106 – double forfeit; 113 – double 
forfeit; 120 – Stevenson (M) won for-
feit; 126 – Arteaga (M) won forfeit; 
132 – Denault (M) dec. Haggerty (S), 
17-1; 138 – Stenzel (S) pinned Jordan 
(M), 2:34; 144 – double forfeit; 150 – 
Daniels (S) pinned Kleckner (M), 3:15; 
157 – Evans (M) pinned Campbell (S), 
1:15; 165 – double forfeit; 175 – Kent 
(M) won forfeit; 190 – double forfeit; 
215 – Orr (S) dec. Torres (M), 7-6; 285 
– double forfeit
Kewanee 58, Mendota 11

106 – double forfeit; 113 – K. Edens 

(K) won forfeit; 120 – Stevenson (M) 
dec. T. Edens (K), 19-4; 126 – Vancil 
(K) pinned Arteaga (M), 0:23; 132 – 
Greenhagin (K) dec. Denault (M), 12-2; 
138 – Lane (K) won forfeit; 144 – Dontell 
(K) won forfeit; 150 – Taylor (K) pinned 
Kleckner (M), 1:03; 157 – Evans (M) 
pinned Johnson (K), 3:04; 165 – Mitchell 
(K) won forfeit; 175 – LaFallette (K) won 
forfeit; 190 – Swearingen (K) pinned 
Torres (M), 0:44; 215 – Sanchez (K) won 
forfeit; 285 – double forfeit

***
The Mendota girls’ wrestling team 

participated in the Ottawa Girls’ Tour-
nament on Dec. 30.

The tournament was divided into 
three divisions – junior varsity, varsity 
and elite. All of the four girls compet-
ing for Mendota wrestled in the elite 
division.

Delila Kent finished in third place 
in the 170-pound weight class and 
Jayleen Jordan took fourth place in the 
130-pound division. Laina Gonzales 
and Hayden Senders also wrestled for 
Mendota and each won one match.

Evans

MHS grapplers top 2 of 3 opponents

MENDOTA – Mendota High School will be celebrat-
ing the 1989 state team and the 1990 supersectional team 
on Saturday, Jan. 11 against LaSalle-Peru at the Mendota 
High School gymnasium.

The players and coaches will be announced between the 
junior varsity and varsity games. Varsity tipoff is at 3 p.m.

A celebration will be held at the Elks after the game.
Members of the 1989 team were Joel Perez, Grant 

Rogers, Gary Barrera, Rob Daugherty, Marc Bond, Scott 
Aughenbaugh, Brian Schmidt, Scott Lauer, Kyle Piller, 
Chris Howe, David Young, Jim King, Dan Bohn, Kyle 
Schoenholz, Steve Hanson, Tony McLaughlin, Geoff 
Bond and Brian Possley. Managers were Al Rich and Tim 
Collings. Coaches were Mike Kilmartin and Mike Wasmer.

Members of the 1990 team were Rob Daugherty, Todd 
Whitmore, Gary Barrera, Joel Perez, Greg Jansen, David 
Stuckey, Matt Andruniak, Scott Lauer, Jim Meiers, Kyle 
Schoenholz, Skip Truty, Brian Sawin, Kyle Piller, Jason 
Jones, and Bill Snyder. Managers were Jose Delao, Brian 
Basil and Aaron Eddy. Coaches were Mike Kilmartin, 
Mike Wasmer, George Pohl and Mike McKeague.

CHICAGO – Wetlands, 
like marshes and swamps, are 
a key part of Illinois’ natural 
landscape and serve as a 
critical rest stop for migrating 
ducks and geese. That makes 
wetlands an important part of 
the state’s outdoor recreation 
industry and economy as 
waterfowl hunting season 
runs from November through 
mid-January through much 
of the state.

“Waterfowl hunting is 
big business in Illinois, 
but it wouldn’t be that way 
without the many wetlands 
that dot our state providing a 
pristine backdrop for late fall 
and early winter hunting,” 
said Randy Smith, Illinois 
River project director for 
The Nature Conservancy. 
“Without these wetlands, less 
money will be spent at small 
town diners, gas stations and 
outfitters, which hurts rural 
economies across the state.”

According to a 2022 re-
port issued by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, duck 
hunters spend as much as 
$1.6 billion nationwide at 
small businesses throughout 
the hunting season on things 
like gas, meals and ammu-
nition. A 2016 study by the 
University of Illinois found 
that for every duck or goose 
harvested in Illinois, $453 
is generated for the local 
economy. 

Wetlands also play a key 
role in absorbing and filtering 
nutrients and sediments, as 
well as reducing erosion and 
preventing flooding.

Waterfowl hunting season underscores important 
role wetlands play in outdoor recreation economy

“Wetlands come in all 
shapes and sizes, from 
swampy to dry and grassy 
or brushy and even forested, 
but they all play incredibly 
important roles for nature, 
including acting as a na-
ture-based solution to filter 
runoff from farm fields and 
providing a habitat for insects, 
amphibians and migrating 
songbirds and waterfowl,” 
said TNC Illinois Executive 
Director Georgie Geraghty. 
“Unfortunately, this vital 
ecosystem is under threat 
after a U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling early last year removed 
federal protections for some 
wetlands and small streams.”

Illinois introduced legis-

lation in the spring of 2024 to 
ensure these wetlands remain 
protected but was not acted 
on before the Illinois General 
Assembly adjourned in No-
vember. Illinois has already 
lost 90% of its wetlands since 
the 1800s and can’t afford to 
lose more. That’s why The 
Nature Conservancy, along 
with several other conser-
vation organizations, are 
encouraging the Legislature 
to take up the issue in the new 
year and restore protections 
that have existed for decades 
and protect wetlands and the 
nature-based and economic 
benefits they bring to small 
towns throughout the state.

“We’re hopeful lawmak-

ers can get their ducks in a 
row during the next legislative 
session to protect wetlands, 
which is a win for both people 
and nature,” Geraghty said.

***
The Nature Conservancy 

is a global conservation or-
ganization dedicated to con-
serving the lands and waters 
on which all life depends. 
Guided by science, TNC 
works to create innovative, 
on-the-ground solutions to 
the world’s toughest chal-
lenges so that nature and 
people can thrive together. 
Learn more online at nature.
org/Illinois and connect with 
us on Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn and TikTok.

Laylie Denault of Mendota drives in for a shot as Am-
boy’s Addison Pertell defends on Jan. 3 at the MHS gym. 
(Reporter photo)

‘89 & ‘90 Trojan hoop teams
to be celebrated on Jan. 11th 
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

Mendota’s Ella Martin, back left, and Elaina Reddin leap for the ball along with Amboy players Jillian Anderson, 
left, and Gloria Parker on Jan. 3 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

BOWLING
Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Dec. 
30 – 1. Bad Kats 9-1; 2. 
The Struggle is Real 5.5-
4.5; 3. CM Farm 5-5; 4. 
Leagal Beagles 4.5-5.5; 
5. Ramer Inc. 4-6; 6. Split 
Happens 2-8

High team game (scratch) 
– Split Happens 713, Ramer 
Inc. 705, Leagal Beagles 659

High team game (hdcp) 
– Bad Kats 979, Ramer Inc. 
968, The Struggle is Real 967

High team series (scratch) 
– Split Happens 2111, Ramer 
Inc. 1969, Leagal Beagles 
1868

High team series (hdcp) 
– The Struggle is Real 2813, 
Split Happens 2765, Ramer 
Inc. 2758

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Aaron Holocker 207, Matt 
Ramer 193, Brendan Ramer 
181

Men’s high game (hdcp) 

– Aaron Holocker 273, 
Brendan Ramer 251, Bob 
Moench Jr. 233

Men’s  h igh  se r i e s 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
548, Aaron Holocker 538, 
Brendan Ramer 523

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Aaron Holocker 736, 
Brendan Ramer 733, Bob 
Moench Jr. 682

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 256, 
Jessica Robinson 224, Han-
nah Westphal 200

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Gail Sessler 306, 
Sarah Westphal 285, Steph-
anie Ramer & Jessica Rob-
inson 278

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Jessica Robinson 
642, Gail Sessler 581, Emily 
Thomas 518

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Jessica Robinson 
804, Sarah Westphal 753, 
Audrey Holocker 748

If you attend
a game, make
sure to be a
good sport!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Who is the actress who 
plays Maddie in the “Sonic” 
movies? I swear she used 
to be on a soap opera when 
she was younger, but I can’t 
remember her character’s 
name. -- K.I.

A: She’s Tika Sumpter, 
and she honed her acting 
skills playing Layla Wil-
liamson on the ABC soap 
“One Life to Live” from 
2006-2011. She went on to 
land regular roles on “Gossip 
Girl,” “Mixed-ish,” and “The 
Haves and the Have Nots” 
before being cast in the hit 
franchise “Sonic.”

Sumpter isn’t the only 
former soap star in “Sonic 
3.” Shemar Moore and Sofia 
Pernas both got their starts on 
CBS’s “The Young and the 
Restless.”

***
Q: What ever happened 

to Rob Lowe’s show “9-1-1 
Lone Star”? I thought it got 
really high ratings. -- L.L.

A: Despite being Fox’s 
second-highest-rated series 
during the first half of 2023, 
the Ryan-Murphy-produced 
series “9-1-1: Lone Star” was 
given the axe. Its fifth and 
final season began airing this 
past September. The show 
will return on Jan. 20 for three 
more weeks before bidding 

a final farewell. According 
to an article in Variety, the 
decision to cancel the series 
“wasn’t due to lack of enthu-
siasm for the show. Instead, 
it was a matter of business 
logistics.”

According to Murphy, he 
loved the show, but “the fi-
nancials just didn’t work. It’s 
a Disney company that was 
on a Fox network, and it just 
was never going to work.” 
This mismatch was the re-
sult of Disney’s acquisition 
of 21st Century Fox, which 
included the 20th Century 
Fox film and TV studios but 
excluded the Fox network. 
“The arrangement was less 
than ideal,” according to 
Variety.

The announcement was 
another blow for Lowe in 
2024, whose other series 
“Unstable,” a comedy on 
Netflix co-starring his son, 
John Owen Lowe, was also 
canceled. Fortunately, he has 
a new pet project to focus on, 
a possible sequel to the ‘80s 
classic “St. Elmo’s Fire.” 
Interest began stirring among 
its cast members, including 
Demi Moore, after the airing 
of the Hulu documentary 
“Brats.” The process has 
been slow so far, but Lowe 
says it’s because they’re 
searching for the right script. 

The film’s director, Joel 
Schumacher, passed away 
in 2020.

***
Q: When is the “Georgie 

& Mandy” sitcom coming 
back? I know that like most 
shows, it’s taking a break 
during the holidays, but I 
hope it’s not a long one. 
-- J.W.

A: The “Young Sheldon” 
spin-off sitcom “Georgie & 
Mandy’s First Marriage” 
will return to CBS with new 
episodes beginning Jan. 30. 
With February being a big 
ratings “sweeps” month, 
look for some of your favorite 
“Sheldon” cast members to 
appear, including Georgie’s 
mom, Mary, played by Zoe 
Perry, and Pastor Jeff, played 
by Matt Hobby.

So far, Sheldon himself 
(Iain Armitage) hasn’t re-
turned, but perhaps they 
could be saving it for the 
season finale. The show is 
a hit, so there will be plenty 
of opportunities in future 
seasons for some of the core 
“Sheldon” cast to pop up 
as guest stars or recurring 
characters.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. TELEVISION: Which 
popular spinoff series originated 
with the drama “Breaking Bad”?

2. HOLIDAYS: What is 
another name for Three Kings 
Day, celebrated on Jan. 6?

3. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin phrase “bona fide” 
mean?

4. MOVIES: In the movie 
“Babe,” what kind of animal is 
the title character?

5. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many grams are in a kilogram?

6. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
strait separates Saudi Arabia 
from Africa?

7. SCIENCE: What are the 
three layers that make up the 
Earth?

8. FOOD & DRINK: Which 
breakfast food is associated 

with the retro series “Stranger 
Things”?

9. MEDICAL: What is the 
common name for muscae 
volitantes?

10. LITERATURE: Which 
poet wrote a six-volume biog-
raphy of President Abraham 
Lincoln?

Answers
1. “Better Call Saul.”
2. Epiphany.
3. “Good faith.”
4. Pig.
5. 1,000.
6. Bab-el-Mandeb.
7. Crust, mantle and core.
8. Eggo waffles.
9. Eye floaters.
10. Carl Sandburg.
(c) 2025 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Shonda Rhimes got the 

idea for the TV series “Grey’s 
Anatomy” after a doctor told 
her how hard it was to shave 
her legs in the tiny hospital 
shower.

* The first Hershey’s 
chocolate bars with almonds 
were produced in 1908 
because they were cheap 
to make. The nuts took the 
place of some of the more 
expensive milk chocolate, 
which meant Hershey’s 
could keep the price of the 
candy at a nickel.

* A website called My-
fridgefood.com lets you 
enter whatever ingredients 
you have in your fridge and 
tells you what you can make 
with them.

* One of the reasons your 
lungs feel refreshed when 
walking through a pine forest 
is because of an anti-inflam-
matory compound called 
a-Pinene, found in conifers. 
It is used as a bronchodilator 
in the treatment of asthma 
and is abundantly present in 
marijuana.

* An estimated 10% 
of Europeans are immune 
to HIV infection because 
they have an ancestor who 
survived bubonic plague, or 
“Black Death.”

* The Hardy Tree in Lon-
don’s St. Pancras churchyard 
is named for Thomas Hardy. 
The Victorian author worked 
at the burial ground in the 
1860s and rearranged tomb-
stones around the base of an 
ash tree to make room for a 
railway expansion.

* If you’re a man and 
pee on a pregnancy test and 
it’s positive, you could have 
cancer.

* Because of the amount 
of granite in its construction, 
Grand Central Station pro-
duces more radiation than 
is allowable at a nuclear 
power plant.

* In India, a statue of 
Jesus had “holy” water 
mysteriously dripping from 
its toes, which worshipers 
would collect and sometimes 
drink. A man traced the flu-
id’s source to a clogged toilet 
behind the wall, condensing 
on the statue.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Austin 
Butler’s just completed the 
black comedy “Eddington” 
wi th  Pe-
dro Pascal 
and Emma 
Stone. He is 
now shoot-
i n g  t h e 
crime thrill-
er “Caught 
S tea l ing” 
with Zoë Kravitz, Regina 
King, Matt Smith, Liev 
Schreiber and Bad Bunny.

Kravitz (Catwoman in 
“The Batman,” opposite 
Robert Pattinson) recently 
directed “Blink Twice,” with 
her ex-paramour Channing 
Tatum, plus Christian Slat-
er, Simon Rex, Kyle Ma-
cLachlan and Geena Davis. 
It opened in late August 
2024 and grossed a modest 
$46.4 million against its $20 
million cost. “The Batman 
2,” again with Pattinson, is 
now slated for 2027. “The 
Batman” (2022) cost $200 
million and grossed $773 
million.

Director Luca Guadag-
nino (whose “Queer” movie 
starring Daniel Craig has 
only grossed $3.2 million 
against 48 million euros) 
recently cast Butler as Pat-
rick Bateman in his remake 

Kravitz

of “American Psycho” (the 
original starred Christian 
Bale in 2000). Guadagnino 
says that it’s not a remake but 
a new adaptation. Is Butler 
ready for such a demanding 
role?

***
Tom Holland’s “Spi-

der-Man: No Way Home” 
(2021) cost $200 million and 
grossed $1.952 billion. Ob-
viously, Holland’s chemistry 
with his off-screen paramour, 
Zendaya, transferred very 
well to the big screen. Add 
Benedict Cumberbatch, Jon 
Favreau, Jamie Foxx, Wil-
lem Dafoe, Marisa Tomei, 
Andrew Garfield and Tobey 
Maguire to the mix, and we 
had an acting fest! But what 
will the on-screen chemistry 
be when Spider-Man meets 
Elvis as Holland and Austin 
Butler square off in “Amer-
ican Speed” for Amazon 
MGM Studios?

***
The top-grossing film in 

Italy that even beat “Wicked” 
and “Gladiator II” at the box 
office was “The Boy With 
Pink Pants.” It tells the story 
of 15-year-old Andrea Spez-
zacatena (played by Samuele 
Carrino), who committed 
suicide after enduring bully-
ing at school and online. The 
film explores the real story 

behind Italy’s first publicized 
case of online bullying that 
led to the suicide of a minor.

Apparently, teens and 
families turned out in hordes 
to see the film, and the repeat-
ed business of teens, who’ve 
seen it four or five times, have 
driven up the grosses. (Much 
like our teens in the United 
States who see comic book 
epics multiple times.)

***
Equally depressing is the 

upcoming film from Barry 
Levinson with David Ma-
met’s screenplay about John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination. 
It stars Oscar winners Jared 
Leto, Al Pacino, Jessica 
Chastain and Brendan Fraser, 
as well as Oscar nominee 
Bryan Cranston. The only 
way they can make this dif-
ferent from the slew of JFK 
conspiracy films we’ve had 
before is to make it a musical!

***
While the film “Barbie” 

didn’t gross as much as “Spi-
der-Man” (it only grossed 
$1.446 billion), it nonethe-
less sent Barbie doll sales 
soaring. Mattel calculates 
that the revenue because of 
“Barbie” was a whopping 
$125 million, up 14% from 
their usual earnings. Will 
there be a “Barbie 2,” or will 
it be “Just Ken”?

Couch Theater
“Wicked” (PG) -- Uni-

versal Pictures’ investment 
in adapting the Broadway 
musical “Wicked” paid off 
big time, with the first part of 
their two-part saga garnering 
$586.3 million at the box of-
fice at the time of this writing. 
Director Jon M. Chu (“Crazy 
Rich Asians”) assembled 
the perfect cast to bring the 
musical to life, including 
Cynthia Erivo as Elphaba, 
Ariana Grande as Galinda/
Glinda, and Jonathan Bailey 
as Fiyero. Now viewers at 
home can get whisked away 
to the magical Land of Oz 
through the film’s beautiful 
visual effects and iconic 
songs like “The Wizard and 
I” and “Dancing Through 
Life.” Keep a close eye out 
for Idina Menzel and Kris-
tin Chenoweth, both of the 
actresses who originated the 
roles of Elphaba and Glinda 
in the original production. 
(Amazon Prime Video)

“Wallace & Gromit: Ven-
geance Most Fowl” (PG) 
-- Those of us who were kids 
during the 2000s remember 
the comical shenanigans of 
Wallace and his dog, Gromit, 
in the film “The Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit” (2005). 
Almost 20 years later, the 

stop-motion animation stu-
dio Aardman Animations 
decided to develop a second 
feature-length film about 
their much-beloved char-
acters. In “Vengeance Most 
Fowl,” Wallace is still hard 
at work with his inventions, 
much to Gromit’s dismay, 
and creates a robotic gnome 
that can take care of gardens. 
However, the imprisoned 
penguin criminal Feathers 
McGraw, who was once cap-
tured by Wallace and Gromit, 
chooses this robotic gnome 
as his opportunity to exact 
revenge on his foes. Check 
it out now. (Netflix)

“The Front Room” (R) 
-- Singer/actress Brandy 
Norwood (“Descendants: 
The Rise of Red”) is making 
her return to movies, and this 
psychological horror film di-
rected by the Eggers Broth-
ers was a solid attempt to get 
her feet wet again. Norwood 
plays pregnant anthropology 
professor Belinda, whose 
emotional baggage is only 
further weighed down by her 
and her husband Norman’s 
(Andrew Burnap) financial 
woes. So, when Norman’s 
estranged stepmother, So-
lange (Kathyrn Hunter), 
offers them an inheritance 

in exchange for taking 
care of her during her final 
days, the couple jumps at 
the chance to get their lives 
back on track. But Solange 
has a deeply rooted history 
of religious abuse and rac-
ism that comes bubbling to 
the surface as Belinda gets 
closer to giving birth. Out 
now. (Max)

“The Golden Globe 
Awards” (TV-PG) -- Come-
dian Nikki Glaser hosts this 
year’s Golden Globe Award 
ceremony, which is out now 
to stream after airing live on 
Jan. 5. The musical “Emilia 
Perez” starring Zoe Saldana 
leads the film nominations, 
followed by “The Brutal-
ist” with Adrien Brody and 
“Conclave” with Ralph 
Fiennes. For the television 
nominations, the hit Hulu se-
ries “The Bear” continues to 
reign, followed by “Shogun” 
and “Only Murders in the 
Building.” Viola Davis will 
be recognized with the Cecil 
B. DeMille Award, and Ted 
Danson will receive the Carol 
Burnett Award, although 
neither will be presented 
during the official ceremony. 
(Paramount+)

(c) 2025 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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RELIGION

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

The Mendota
Reporter

From School 
Projects to the 
Big Game, we 
celebrate the 

events that shape 
our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

God loves you and He 
has a good plan for your 
life. You are a wonderful 
creation made by God, and 
you have a unique purpose 
to fulfill in this world. 

Ephesians 2:10 (AMPC) 
says that as Christians, “we 
are God’s [own] handi-
work (His workmanship), 
recreated in Christ Jesus, 
[born anew] that we may 
do those good works which 
God predestined (planned 
beforehand) for us [taking 
paths which He prepared 
ahead of time], that we 
should walk in them [liv-
ing the good life which 
He prearranged and made 

Put your faith in action & 
fulfill your purpose in life

ready for us to live].”
It’s so exciting to know 

we are each created with 
a purpose and God has a 
good life that He has pre-
pared in advance for us to 
live. But it’s important to 
understand that we have an 
enemy, Satan, who wants 
to keep us from having the 
life Jesus died to give us. 

Yes, Satan has a plan 
for us, too, and his plan is 
destruction and death. John 
10:10 (AMPC) says the en-
emy “comes only in order 
to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have 
and enjoy life, and have it 
in abundance (to the full, 

till it overflows).”
The good news is, we 

have everything we need 
through Christ to over-
come the enemy. We just 
have to know who we are 
in Christ (who the Bible 
says we are through our 
relationship with Him), 
believe that we have His 
authority, and know how 
to release the power God 
has given us.

Faith in God is required 
for us to release the power 
and authority we have 
in Christ. Romans 12:3 
(NASB) says, “…God has 
allotted to each a measure 
of faith.” This means God 
has given you enough faith 
to do His will, whatever it 
may be and no matter what 
the enemy throws at you to 
stop you. 

There are many chal-
lenges and difficult situa-
tions we have to face in life. 
You may have a child with 
special needs to care for, or 
maybe you’re in a difficult 
marriage. You could be 
facing a devastating illness 
or have serious financial 
problems. Whatever your 
situation is, God has given 
you everything you need, 
through Christ, to keep 
you moving forward in His 
plan for your life.

We need to always re-
member that God is greater 
than our problems—noth-
ing is too hard for Him 
and nothing catches Him 
by surprise. When we’re 
going through hard times 
and the enemy is attacking 
us, we don’t need to ask, 
“What can I do?” The 
question is, “What can 
God do?” The Word says 

all things are possible with 
God, and greater is He who 
lives in me than he who 
is in the world (Matthew 
19:26; 1 John 4:4).

I want you to really 
get this in your heart to-
day: Through Christ, you 
have enough faith and the 
strength you need to do 
whatever you need to do 
in life! Get rid of “I can’t” 
thinking and focus on 
the truth of God’s Word, 
which says, “I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me!” (Philip-
pians 4:13.)

Prayer is a simple, 
powerful way to interrupt 
Satan’s plan because we 
release our faith through 
prayer. We need to learn 
to pray our way through 
the day; 1 Thessalonians 
5:17 (AMPC) says, “Be 
unceasing in prayer [pray-
ing perseveringly].” This 
basically means prayer can 
be as natural as breathing, 
and our first response in 
every situation. It’s so 
amazing that we can talk 
to God all the time. 

Now the enemy doesn’t 
want us to pray, so he will 
do everything he can to 
discourage us. He wants 
us to think prayer is hard, 
that we need to use elo-
quent speech and sound 
poetic, that we need to be 

careful what we ask God 
for so we don’t overload 
Him with too many re-
quests, or that we have to 
be in a certain place with 
a certain posture (on our 
knees, head bowed, eyes 
closed) for God to hear us. 
But it’s actually simple to 
pray effectively.

James 5:16 (AMPC) 
says, “…The earnest 
(heartfelt, continued) 
prayer of a righteous man 
makes tremendous power 
available [dynamic in its 
working].” God wants you 
to come to Him honestly, 
with a sincere heart, and 
just talk to Him as a friend. 
Be yourself and don’t ap-
proach conversation with 
God as a religious activity. 
Humble yourself before 
Him and open your heart 
to Him. He loves you and 
wants you to walk in His 
will for your life victori-
ously.

As a believer in Jesus 
Christ, you are God’s 
child and He is with you. 
He will never leave you 
or forsake you. He is the 
Almighty God, and if God 
is for you—if He is on your 
side—who can be against 
you? 

In Christ, you have what 
you need today to live in 
victory. All you need to do 
is believe it and do what 

God is showing you to 
do in His Word and as He 
speaks to your heart. Put 
your faith in God constant-
ly. Pray, take God-inspired 
action, and fulfill your true 
purpose in life!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource How to 
Release God’s Power in 
Your Life. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored more 
than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOM-
ING EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of 
the respective authors and 
do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass

M - 6 p.m., Tu - 8 a.m., W - 8:10 a.m., 
Th - 8 a.m., F - 7 a.m. 

Weekend Mass
Sat - 8 a.m. (1st Saturday only), 4 p.m.; Sun -  

6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon (Spanish)
Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass
Sun - 9 a.m.  

Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Worship  
In-person & on Facebook at: 

Mendota First United
Methodist Church  

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 7 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Jan. 9 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
Jan. 12 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 

breakfast
Jan. 14 - 11 a.m. Produce sorting; 

7 p.m. Session

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Jan. 8 - 6:30 a.m. Confirmation class
Jan. 9 - 6:30 p.m. Worship Team at 

Immanuel

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Ephesians (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. “Let every thing that hath 
breath praise the Lord” is found 
in ...? Psalms, Proverbs, Numbers, 
Jeremiah
3. What tree did Jesus tell a parable 
about? Apple, Fig, Olive, Sycamore
4. Who was John the Baptist’s 
father? Zechariah, Zacharias, 
Zephaniah, Zaccheus
5. What did the oak tree symbolize 
in the Bible? Growth, Strength, 
Weakness, Fruitfulness
6. Which is not a book of the New 
Testament? Revelation, Judges, 
Colossians, Jude
ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Psalms 150:6, 
3) Fig, 4) Zacharias, 5) Strength, 6) 
Judges
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew LT, 4WD, Trailboss, 
Gray, 122K Miles ...................................$28,900 

2022 Chevy Equinox Premier, AWD, Loaded,  
Blue, 92K Miles .......................................$19,900 

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2020 Chevy Colorado Crew Cab 4x4 Z71, Red, 
86K Miles .................................................$23,900 

2019 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4x4 Lariat Diesel, 97K 
Miles, White..................................................$43,900

2019 Chevy Equinox Premier, AWD, 111K Miles, 
Pepperdust..................................................$15,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L, 
95K Miles, Maroon.......................................$31,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, 35K Miles, 
Pepperdust...............................................$16,900

2023 Chevy Traverse Premier AWD Sunroof 
Loaded, 24K Miles, White.................$41,900 

2023 Chevy Trailblazer AWD ACTIV, 
Sunroof, Loaded, 46K Miles, Yellow..$24,900 

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4x4 Z71, 
50K Miles, White...................................$42,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trailboss 4x4 
Z71, 36K Miles, Black.........................$39,900

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 
29K Miles, Red...................................$33,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTE 4x4 Z71, 50K Miles, White, GM Certified, 
1-owner, leather interior, heated/cooled seats, bedliner, running boards & More!

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTE 4x4 Z71

$42,900

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
18, 2024 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names 
and post-office ad-
dresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as Danny’s 
Wash & Wax located at 
516 Lundy Street Stre-
ator, IL. 61364.
Dated: December 18, 
2024. Daniel Lynch Ap-
plicant.
No. 0101
(Jan. 1, 8 and 15, 2025)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION

NO: 2022-JA-01
TO: Jason Miller, Un-
known Faters, other in-
terested parties, and to 
All Whom It May Con-
cern:
Take notice that on the 
25th day of October, 
2024, a petition to ter-
minate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by David A. 
Greer, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Kevin Bruce Miller, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Otta-
wa on the 26th day of 
February, 2025, at the 
hour of 11:00 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, a 
Termination Hearing will 
be held upon the pe-
tition to have the child 
declared a ward of the 
court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child.
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you.
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judge-
ment entered.
Dated December 23, 
2024.
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0102

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

(Jan. 1, 8 and 15, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
A notice of guardianship 
of Billie Marie Belcher 
Gamboa, a minor, to 
the parents Rebecca 
Belcher and Lupe Gam-
boa. A petition has been 
filed for guardianship by 
Dawn Belcher.
The case number 
24GR454 has been 
filed at the Will County 
Courthouse. A public 
hearing will be held at 
River Valley Justice 
Center
3208 W McDonough St
Joliet, IL 60432
Room 2
February 4, 2025 at 9 
am
No. 0103
(Jan. 1, 8, 15 and 22, 
2025)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 

or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 

to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

Stay Connected Wherever You Go!
mendotareporter.com

More Ways
Than Ever to 

Connect With Customers

Place an Ad:
Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind…

Advertise With Us
815.539.9396

Here’s why consistent 
advertising with us is a great 
way to build top of mind 
awareness:

7 out of  10
newspaper readers 
report taking action 
after seeing an ad 

in a circular. 

IT’S TIME
TO ADVERTISE

Nearly
70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers 

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

STAY TOP
OF MIND
With Local
Consumers

Stay Top of Mind and Save 
With Our Monthly and 
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Talk to us today about community-
focused advertising and promotional 

opportunities to attract more customers 
to your small business!

PO Box 300 | Mendota, IL
815-539-9396 | www.mendotareporter.com

Place an Ad:
Mendota Reporter

815-539-9396

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Subscribe:
Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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MONEY MATTERS

Avoiding debt is a key to 
long-term financial stability. 
However, data from the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New 
York indicates households 
throughout the United States 
began 2024 with a record 
high of $17.3 trillion of debt. 
Debt also is a problem in 
Canada, where a recent sur-
vey from NerdWallet found 
that 55 percent of Canadians 
had credit card debt, which 
marked a 12 percent increase 
from the previous year. 
Perhaps even more telling 
is that 51 percent of survey 
respondents indicated they 
expect it will take them six 
months or more to pay off 
their credit card debt.

Debt may seem unavoid-
able in a time marked by high 
inflation, when the cost of 
everything from groceries to 
entertainment has increased 
significantly. Thankfully, 
various strategies can help 
individuals avoid falling 
into debt.

• Prioritize an emergency 
fund. Unforeseen expenses, 
whether it’s major auto 
repairs or unexpected med-
ical bills, can quickly land 
consumers in financial hot 
water. In fact, a recent sur-
vey from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation found that more 
than half of all adults in the 
United States report going 
into debt in the previous 
five years due to medical 
or dental bills. Roughly one 
in five respondents indicate 
they don’t ever anticipate 
paying off such debts. One 
way to avoid such a fate 
is to prioritize building an 
emergency fund that can be 
accessed whenever sizable, 
unforeseen expenses threat-
en to derail your finances. 
Resist any temptation to 
tap into an emergency fund 
during non-emergencies, and 
continue to grow the fund 

Tips to avoid 
falling into debt

with routine contributions 
each month.

• Utilize automatic trans-
fers via your bank. Banks 
enable account holders to 
set up automatic transfers, 
which make it easier than 
ever to save money and 
thus avoid debt. Consumers 
can examine their finances 
and determine how much 
from each paycheck they 
can automatically transfer 
into a savings or retirement 
account. Once that number is 
determined, set up the trans-
fers so you are not tempted 
to spend the money come 
payday.

• Build and maintain a 
good credit rating. A strong 
credit rating is advantageous 
for many reasons, not the 
least of which is the cost sav-
ings associated with such a 
reputation. When borrowing 
money for big-ticket items 
like homes and vehicles, 
individuals with high credit 
scores generally receive bet-
ter lending terms, including 
lower interest rates. Over 
time, the money saved by 
earning a lower interest rate 
on a mortgage can equal tens 
of thousands of dollars, and 
those cost savings can help 
consumers avoid utilizing 
credit cards to pay for un-
foreseen expenses like home 
repairs or medical bills.

• Become a disciplined 
consumer. Online shopping 
has made it easier than 
ever to spend beyond one’s 
means. A new wardrobe and 
expensive concert tickets 
are only a few mouse clicks 
away, and that accessibility 
can tempt consumers to 
spend beyond their means 
and accrue a substantial 
amount of debt. By resolv-
ing to remain a disciplined, 
savings-first consumer, indi-
viduals can avoid the pitfalls 
of debt.

Freedom is often cited as 
a benefit of retirement. Many 
professionals look forward 
to the day when they retire 
and have more free time and 
the freedom to spend that 
time however they choose. 
Of course, the opportunity 
to spend retirement how one 
sees fit typically requires con-
siderable financial freedom.

Financial planning for 
retirement is often empha-
sized to young professionals 
beginning their careers. 
But it’s equally important 
that people on the cusp of 
retirement continue to look 
for ways to protect and grow 
their wealth. As retirement 
draws near, professionals can 
consider these strategies to 
ensure they have the financial 
freedom to make their golden 
years shine even brighter.

• Plan to grow your wealth 
in retirement. It’s widely 
assumed that retirees need 
less income after calling it 
a career because the need to 
save for retirement is no lon-
ger present. However, some 
expenses, including health 
care, may rise in retirement, 
which underscores the need 
to continue growing your 
wealth. Cost-of-living also 
will increase over the course 

Financial strategies to consider as retirement draws near

of your retirement years, 
which highlights the need 
to keep growing wealth in 
retirement. It can be tricky 
to protect your existing 
retirement savings as you 
approach the end of your 
career while also growing 
that wealth, so it is best to 
work with a financial planner 
to navigate that situation.

• Maintain a mix with 
your investments. A model 
from the Schwab Center for 
Financial Research indicated 
that a hypothetical retiree 
with a $2 million portfolio 
in year one of retirement will 
have slightly less than $1 
million left 30 years later if 
her portfolio maintains a mix 
of 60 percent stocks and 40 
percent bonds and cash. The 

model found that a second 
hypothetical investor with 
the same size portfolio in year 
one of retirement will run out 
of funds prior to year 29 if his 
portfolio is 20 percent stocks 
and 80 percent bonds and 
cash. Though conventional 
wisdom suggests limiting 
risk as retirement nears and 
eliminating it entirely upon 
retiring, modern retirees are 
living longer and may there-
fore need to maintain a mix 
of investments to ensure they 
don’t outlive their money.

• Make the maximum al-
lowable contributions. Many 
aging professionals may not 
have saved as much for re-
tirement as they might have 
hoped to upon starting their 
careers decades ago. In fact, a 

2024 survey from Prudential 
Financial found that many 
55-year-olds have fallen far 
short of establishing the level 
of financial security they 
will need in retirement. The 
Prudential survey found that 
55-year-olds had a median 
retirement savings of less 
than $50,000, a number that 
falls considerably short of the 
recommended goal of having 
eight times one’s annual 
income saved by this age. If 
that situation sounds familiar 
for professionals nearing 
retirement age, then now is 
the time to begin catching up. 
Make the maximum allow-
able contributions to a 401(k) 
plan ($23,000 in 2024) and/
or an IRA ($7,000). In addi-
tion, the Internal Revenue 
Service notes that IRA catch-
up contributions remained 
$1,000 for individuals age 
50 and over in 2024.

Retirement can provide 
a sense of freedom profes-
sionals have worked hard to 
achieve over the course of 
their careers. Some simple 
strategies can help profes-
sionals on the cusp of retire-
ment achieve the financial 
freedom they’ll need to 
enjoy their golden years to 
the fullest extent.

Financial security in re-
tirement is a goal worth 
pursuing, but it’s one that 
a significant percentage of 
individuals feel is out of 
reach. According to a Feb-
ruary 2024 report from the 
National Institute on Retire-
ment Security, 55 percent of 
Americans are concerned 
they cannot achieve financial 
security in retirement. 

Saving for retirement is 
an integral component of 
securing long-term financial 
security. There are many 
ways to save for retirement, 
and individual retirement 
accounts (IRAs) and em-
ployer-sponsored 401(k) 
plans are among the more 
popular ways investors build 
a nest egg for their golden 
years. IRAs and 401(k) plans 
differ in some notable ways, 
and recognition of what 
distinguishes these types of 
accounts can help people 
choose the right vehicle for 
them. When considering 
these vehicles, it’s important 
to point out that contribution 
limits can change from year 
to year, so individuals can 
expect to increase their 
contributions in future years 

What distinguishes 3 popular retirement accounts from one another
if they hope to maximize the 
allowable amounts. The fol-
lowing breakdown, courtesy 
of a nationally known bank, 
notes some key differences 
between a traditional IRA, a 
Roth IRA and a 401(k).

Traditional IRA
Eligibility: Anyone with 

earned income is eligible to 
open a traditional IRA. 

Funding: A traditional 
IRA can be funded with 
after-tax dollars or as tax-de-
ductible contributions.

Contribution limits: 
$7,000 annual limit in 2024, 
though individuals age 50 
or older can contribute an 
additional $1,000 if they 
choose to do so.

Employer match: None.
Investment selection: 

Account holders can choose 
their own investments.

Roth IRA
Eligibility: Individuals 

aspiring to open a Roth IRA 
are urged to speak with a 
financial planner or accoun-
tant, as certain contribution 
criteria and tax filing require-
ments must be fulfilled.

Funding: A Roth IRA is 
funded with after-tax dollars.

Contribution limits: 

$7,000 annual limit in 2024, 
though individuals age 50 
or older can contribute an 
additional $1,000 if they 
choose to do so.

Employer match: None.
Investment selection: 

Account holders can choose 
their own investments.

401(k)
Eligibility: Individuals 

are urged to speak with hu-
man resources professionals 
at their place of employment, 
as most employers have 
certain qualifications their 
workers must meet in order 
for them to participate in 
these plans. Those qualifica-
tions can vary between firms.

Funding: A 401(k) is 
funded with pre-tax dollars 

deducted directly from par-
ticipants’ paychecks.

Contribution limits: The 
annual limit for 2024 is 
$23,000, though participants 
age 50 and older can con-
tribute an additional $7,500.

Employer match: Some 
employers match employee 
contributions up to a certain 
percentage. Investopedia 
notes the average match was 
4.5 percent in 2023.

Investment selection: Vari-
ous portfolios may be offered, 
but those available are general-
ly chosen by employers.

Individuals aspiring to 
create financial security in 
retirement are urged to con-
sider investing via a 401(k) 
or a traditional or Roth IRA.
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