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Giving Tuesday
funds raised

Local businesses took part
in the RACF's Giving
Tuesday Page 2

OHS takes fifth at
Abe’s Rumble

The OHS wrestling team
took fifth out of 60 schools
at Abe’s Rumblein
Springfield. Section B
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« Felker Foods

- Lifeline

« Polo Fresh Food

« Menards

+ Snyder Pharmacy

January

Monday, Jan. 15

POLO — Ogle County
livestock farmer Brian
Duncan of Polo was elect-
ed the new president of
the Illinois Farm Bureau
during the organization’s
annual meeting in Chicago,
Dec. 2-4.

Duncan, who replaces
the retiring Richard Gue-
bert Jr., previously served
as the vice president of the
IFB since 2017. He also
served as president of the
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau (OCFB) from 2004-
2017, and on the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s
(AFBF) Swine Advisory
Committee 2003-2006,
National Pork Producers
Council Price Discovery
Task Force, Ogle County
Pork Producers board of di-
rectors and the IFB Young
Leaders Committee from
1990-1994. He wasthe IFB
Discussion Meet winner in
1990 and Young Leader
Achievement Award win-
ner in 1999.

“It’s an incredible hon-
or to have the trust of the
delegates and members
to serve in this position,”
Duncan said. “We as an
organization stand on the
shoulders of giants. The
people who founded this
organization and have led
throughout the years have
leftbig shoes tofill. ’'m ex-
cited about the challenges
and the opportunities that
will no doubt come before
us in agriculture and as an
organization.”

Monday, Jan. 29

ROCHELLE — Ken-
nay Farms Distilling in
Rochelle has collaborated
with The DeLong Compa-
ny and its Grown Climate
Smart program to show-
case the use of sustainable
grain in its spirits.

The distillery that now
resides in the renovated
former space of the Hub
Theater has been using
certified sustainable grains

A look back at some of the top Ogle

County Life stories of the past year

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Ogle County livestock farmer Brian Duncan of Polo was elected the new president of the lllinois Farm
Bureau during the organization’s annual meeting in Chicago, Dec. 2-4, 2023.

since its inception, and the Kennay
family farm has been certified sus-
tainable for the past eight years.
The collaboration with the Grown
Climate Smart program will see a
logo placed on Kennay Farms Dis-
tilling bottles to differentiate them
on the market and give consumers
a chance to champion sustainable
products.

The DeLong Co. is a sixth-gen-
eration, family-owned agribusiness
with headquarters in Clinton, Wis-
consin and many grain facilities in
[llinois. Grown Climate Smart is a
$40 million program funded by the
USDAs $3.1 billion Climate-Smart
Commodities grantthat was award-
ed to The DeLong Co.

The Grown Climate Smart pro-
gram works with farmers on pro-
moting and incentivizing sustain-
able farming practices such as cover
crops, reduced or no-till, nutrient
management plans and windbreaks.
Throughout 2023 it enrolled over
160 growers throughout 11 states
andsentoutover $6.5 million worth
of incentives directly to farmers
doing sustainable practices.

The second part of The DeLong
Co.’s grantwork will involve build-
ing and developing a market that

commands a premium for products
made with sustainably-grown and
produced grain, such as the spirits
sold by Kennay Farms Distilling.

February

Monday, Feb. 5

OREGON — Gov. JB Pritzker
announced Jan. 30 that two Ogle
County entities received grant
funding through the Open Space
and Land Acquisition Development
grant program. Nearly $55 million
in state grants were awarded for
111 local park projects throughout
[llinois to help communities acquire
land and develop recreational op-
portunities.

Both the Village of Mt. Morris
and the Oregon Park District were
recipients in Ogle County.

The Oregon Park District is the
recipient of $600,000 in OSLAD
grant funding from the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources.
The Oregon Park District is excited
toutilize these funds to improve the
existing recreation amenities at Ore-
gon Park East, OPD Superintendent
of Recreation Tina Ketter said.

Plans for improvements began
in 2019 with development of a park
master plan. The process included
solicitation of community input,

,/—kf

Oregon -

Rochelle -

Byron -

Rockford « Roscoe/Rockton -«
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Stillman Valley

The First National Bank in Amboy
Home Equity Specials!

Amboy | Franklin Grove | Monroe Center | Dixon

® Renovations?

Member
FDIC

ra/ Holcombsank

On behalf of our Holcomb Bank employees &
Board of Directors, we would like to wish a
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays
& Happy New Year to all!
May 2025 be filled with health & happiness!

inventory assessment, valuation
of expected trends and a needs
assessment. The final document
was utilized to submit the grant
application for the 2023 OSLAD
program. The grant submitted in
2023 focused on the inland side of
Park East.

Improvements to the inland
side include a new playground,
basketball court, nine-hole disc golf
course, a quarter-mile paved trail
thatwill also connectto the Lowden
Trail project, ADA improvements,
expanded parking lot and inter-
pretive signage. Additionally, the
district plans to add lighting to the
existing baseball field and replace
the field fencing and complete
drainage improvements.

“Receipt of the OSLAD funds
allows us to complete the neces-
sary recreation improvements with
reduced impact on the park district
budget. The improvementswillbea
welcome addition for ourresidents,
and we look forward to completion
occurring simultaneously with
construction of the ITEP trail,”
Erin Folk, Oregon Park District
executive director, said.

See YEAR IN REVIEW pg 5
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Giw ‘GTUESDAY

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

GISINGTUESDAY

Thank You To Our Partners

Donation Total: $203.50

Wrekhelle HArea
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
GIWINGTUESDAY

Thank Yey

| o
ROCHELLE To Our Partners
Donation Total: $272.06 «

ROCHELLE - The
Rochelle Area Commu-

nity Foundation (RACF)
is thrilled to announce

5 —| SERVICES I—
Tree Trimming
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up
Lawncare
Landscaping
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Shrubbery Trimming
& Planting

Mulching
Forestry Cutting

Phone
779-251-0254

Gabriel Mack
pmewew@daystar io

815-946-4372

dickersonnieman.com W 2 W

omes

$625,000 dickersonnieman.com/202406512

18 ACRES OF ABSOLUTE PARADISE! One of a kind 5 bed, 4 bath custom
home. Large open foyer, open concept living room with volume ceilings, stone
fireplace, 4 season room and wonderful views of the 18 acre paradise. Kitchen
with, granite counters, desk area, and breakfast area. Formal dinin? room, first
floor laundry room leading to 1 of 2 stairs to the exposed LL. Main floor master
bedroom with walk-in closet, double vanity, jacuzzi tub, & shower area. 2 more
beds on ML with walk-in closet & shared bath. Plus so much more!

MARK PAYNE
(815) 978-0788

Wrehelle Hrea :
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

T GI¥ING STUESDAY
Thank You
To Qur Partners

Donation Total: $250

COMMUNITY FOUMDATION

_é‘%

GIWINGTUESDAY

Thank You Toe Our Partners

‘ , Donation Total: $138.41

Cym>

the resounding success
of this year’s Giv-
ing Tuesday campaign,
which raised an impres-
sive $13,900 — well sur-
passing the $10,000 goal.
This achievement was
made possible through
the extraordinary gen-
erosity of individual
donors and the steadfast
support of our communi-
ty partners.

The RACF extends
heartfelt gratitude to
its partners, including
Central Bank, Holcomb
Bank, Stillman Bank,

L —

GW!NGTUESDAY
Tﬁar‘«YuuT 0 Ou ""‘D'_n“
'r)HO'CO"‘b Total: $500 8

First State Bank, Mid-
western Clothing Com-
pany, EarlyAct-St. Paul
School, InterAct-RTHS,
the City of Rochelle,
Rock Valley Credit
Union, and Maplehurst.
Their commitment and
contributions played an
integral role in helping us
exceed our fundraising
goal, further strength-
ening RACF’s ability to
support local nonprof-
its through endowment
funds.

“The success of this
year’s Giving Tuesday

SERVIGE GALL SI’EGIA[

299

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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220 W. 3rd St.
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is a testament to the
power of collaboration,”
Emily Anaya, execu-
tive director of RACEF,
said. “It’s inspiring to
see businesses, schools,
and individuals come
together to invest in the
future of our community.
These funds will directly
support local nonprofit
organizations and initia-
tives that make Rochelle
and the surrounding
area a better place for
everyone.”

Ashley Jackson,
RACF board president,
emphasized the impact
of this community-wide
effort: “Giving Tuesday
reminds us of the in-
credible generosity that
exists here in Rochelle.
It’s not just about the
dollars raised; it’s about
the message we send
when we come together
to make a difference. We
are deeply grateful to our
partners and donors for

(815)234-5133

&
Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! reuions so—

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The Rochelle Area Community Foundation (RACF) is thrilled to announce the resounding success of this year’s Giving Tuesday campaign, which raised an impressive
$13,900 — well surpassing the $10,000 goal.

RACF thanks partners and donors for record-breaking Giving Tuesday

helping us far exceed our
goal this year.”

This year’s campaign
highlights the vital role
RACEF plays in foster-
ing collaboration and
addressing the needs of
the Rochelle community.
From matching gifts and
fundraising events to the
dedication of youth-led
groups like EarlyAct-St.
Paul School and Inter-
Act-RTHS, every contri-
bution made a difference.

Donations raised will
support a number of
funds held at RACF,
ensuring ongoing sup-
port for local nonprofits
through its yearly com-
petitive grant process.

For more information
about RACF’s mission
and impact or to explore
partnership opportuni-
ties, please visit www.
rochellefoundation.org
or contact Anaya at
director@rochellefoun-
dation.org.

Dickerson
Nieman

206 Autumnwood Drive, Davis Junction

$284,120 dickersonnieman.com/202405390

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! 1545 SQFT open
concept great room plan. Kitchen island with breakfast bar, white
cabinets, quartz countertops with stainless range, dishwasher, and
microwave. Primary bedroom with private bath, walk-in closet, at
garage entrance is a first floor laundry room. 3 car garage and full
basement.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

1112 Burlington Way, Davis Junction

$284,615 dickersonnieman.com/202402914

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! Ogle Crossing
community. 3 bedroom open concept great room ranch plan 1580
SQFT. Kitchen has island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz
countertops with stainless range, dishwasher, and microwave.
Primary bedroom with private bath, walk-in closet, 1st floor laundry
room. Concrete patio, 3 car garage and full basement.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL

TIFFANY CRAVATTA

(815) 218-0059 (815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

e Lol
KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

(815) 703-6118
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Obituaries

Joseph E. Farris

BYRON - Joseph E.
Farris (99) died January
1, 2025 at Serenity House
after a 2 year battle with
liver cancer. He was born
the 8" child of Lebanese
immigrants, Johnand Cuffa
Farris, on March 22, 1925
in Pittsburg, KS. He joined
the Marines upon graduat-
ing from High School and
spent 3 years in WWII, 4
yearsinthereservesserving
13 months during the Ko-
rean Conflict. He married
Joann Lapp in Rockford,
IL on March 25, 1950.
They shared the next 74
years together building a
wonderful life and family.

He retired from the
National Lock Company
in 1978 after 30 years.
Throughout his life he en-
joyed family get togethers
in Byron and Farris Family
Reunions held all over the
US. Heloved being outside
tending his yard and their

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON — On Dec.
16 at approximately 2:36
a.m. deputies responded to
the 6,700 block of North
River Road in reference
to a single-vehicle acci-
dent. After further inves-
tigation Jacob Hanners,
28, of Rockford, was cited
for improper lane usage,
failure to report an acci-
dent involving property
damage, and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
Hanners was released on
a notice to appear.

On Dec. 17 at approxi-
mately 9:53 p.m. deputies
responded to a hit and run
inthe 300 block of Monroe
Center. Deputies located
the offending vehicle in
the 400 block of West
Street. Afterinvestigation,
deputies placed Stacey M.
Lozzio, 43, of DeKalb un-
derarrest for drivingunder
the influence of alcohol,
drivingunderthe influence
of alcohol 0.08 or more,
improper lane usage, and
leaving the scene/property
damage. LLozzio was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail and issued citations.
Lozzio was released on a
notice to appear and given
a future court date.

On Dec. 18 at approxi-
mately 4:18 p.m. deputies
investigated the report
of a vehicle taken with-
out permission from the
Lee County Landfill. The
vehicle was located at a
residence in the 400 block
of North Hannah Avenue.
After further investiga-
tion Jared Babler, 27, of
Mt. Morris, was placed
under arrest for driving
while license revoked
and possession of a stolen
motor vehicle. Babler was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed and released on
a notice to appear.

On Dec. 19 at ap-
proximately 3:15 p.m.
deputies and the Byron
Police Department assist-
ed U.S. Federal Marshals
with an arrest warrant at
818 Fieldcrest Drive in
Byron. Cole Jordan, 31,
of Byron was arrested
on an outstanding felony
warrant for possession ofa
controlled substance from
Arkansasand alsoan Ogle
County warrant for failure
to appear on a retail theft
charge.

On Dec. 20 at approx-
imately 11:23 p.m., Dep-
uties responded to 3747
W. Illinois Route 64, Lot
31 (MountMorris Estates)
for reports of a domestic
disturbance. After further
investigation, Timothy D.
Rosquist, age 63 of Mount
Morris, and Genesis A.
Swartz, age 21 of Mount
Morris, were arrested for

vegetable garden, working
around the house, and play-
ing any card game. He was
adevoted fan ofthe Chicago
Bears and Cubs and taught
his sons to be fans too so
they could share the pain.

Jospeh was preceded
in death by his parents, 4
brothers and 4 sisters and
their spouses.

He is survived by his
wife Joann; sons William
(Sandra), John (Kathleen),
Michael (Jeanne), Matthew
(Hee Suk)and Jason; grand-
children Samantha Beran,
Henry Farris, Nicholas
Farris, Joseph Farris, Ol-
iva Farris, Gillian Farris,
and Tatianna Salisbury;
great-grandchildren Char-
lie and Quinn Farris, Lau-
ren, Ryan and Kyle Beran
and Oscar Farris; and many
beloved nieces and neph-
ews. Also survived by his
constant companion, his
dog Sophie.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials can be made to Se-
renity Hospice and Home
of Oregon, IL and United
ChurchofByron, ILsothey
may continue to serve our
communities.

A funeral service will
be held at 11:30 AM on
Wednesday, January 8,
2025 at the United Church
of Byron, 701 W 2nd St,
Byron, IL. Visitation will
be held prior to the service
from 10:00 AM until 11:30
AM at the church.

To leave an online con-
dolence visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com

Domestic Battery. Tim-
othy and Genesis were
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and detained
pending a court appear-
ance before a judge. All
subjects are presumed
innocent.

On Dec. 21, at ap-
proximately 10:15 p.m.,
Ogle County Deputies
conducted a warrant ser-
vice at Junction Liquors
(5657 N. Junction Way,
Davis Junction). Depu-
ties located and took into
custody Joseph A. Myers,
age 27 of Davis Junction,
for an active 2023 Ogle
County arrest warrant for
DUI. Myers was taken into
custody without incident
and transported to the Ogle
County Jailand held in lieu
of bond.

On Dec. 21, at ap-
proximately 3:12 a.m.,
Ogle County Deputies
responded to the 11500
block of East Holcomb
Road forthereport ofacar
in the ditch. Upon arrival,
Deputies located a female
asleep in the driver seat.
After an investigation,
Deputies arrested Katie J.
Smith, age 44 of Holcomb,
for Driving Under the
Influence of Alcohol. Dep-
uties took Smith into cus-
tody without incident and
transported her to the Ogle
County Jail where she was
booked and released on a
Notice to Appear. Smith
was additionally charged
with DUI-Alcohol >.08
and cited for Failure to
Reduce Speed/Too Fast
for Conditions. Smith is
set to appear in court in
late January. All subjects
are presumed innocent.

On Dec. 20 at approxi-
mately 4:03 p.m., Deputies
responded to a Domestic
Battery that had occurred
in the 500 block of South
Garfield Street in Leaf
River. Afterinvestigation,
Deputies placed Nathan
Webster, age 18 of Leaf
River under arrest for
Domestic Battery. Web-
ster was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he
was held pending a court
appearance in front of a
judge.

On Dec. 22, atapproxi-
mately 3:46 p.m., Deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 5,000 block of North
Illinois Route 2. After
investigation, Deputies
placed Colton Miller, age
32 of Galesburg under
arrest for Driving While
License Suspended. Mill-
er was additionally issued
citations for operating a
vehicle with suspended
registration and operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle.
Miller was released on
a Notice to Appear and

given a future court date
at the scene. All suspects
are presumed innocent.

On Dec. 22, at approx-
imately 8:58 a.m. Depu-
ties responded to 15602
E. Lindenwood Road in
reference to a Domestic
Battery. After investi-
gation, Deputies placed
Blaine Henley, age 43 of
Lindenwood under arrest
for Domestic Battery.
Henley was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where he was held pending
acourtappearance in front
ofajudge. All suspectsare
presumed innocent.

On Dec. 21 at approxi-
mately4:04 p.m., Deputies
conducted a traffic stop
just into Lee County on
Lost Nation Road. After
investigation, Deputies
placed James Rodriguez,
age 54 of Dixon under ar-
rest for Driving While Li-
cense Revoked and a Lee
County FTA Contempt of
Courtwarrant. Rodriguez
was issued citations for
expired registration, oper-
atinganuninsured vehicle,
improper use of registra-
tion, and speeding 15-20
mph over the speed limit.
Rodriguezwas transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where he was released on
a notice to appear on the
Driving While License
Revoked arrest and given
a future court date. Ro-
driguez was held in lieu of
bond for the Lee County
warrant. All suspects are
presumed innocent.

On Dec. 21, atapproxi-
mately 3:08 p.m., Deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 1,000 block of N.
Route 251. After aninves-
tigation, Deputies arrested
Helena Ghadosh, age 28,
of Rockford, for driving
while license suspended
and an active FTA warrant
out of Whiteside County.
Ghadosh was transported
to the Ogle County Jail,
where she was held in
lieu of her warrant. Gh-
adosh was given a notice
to appear for her driving
while license charge. All
suspects are presumed
innocent.

On Dec. 23 at approx-
imately 10:06 p.m., Dep-
uties conducted a traffic
stop in the 1200 block of
East IL 38. After further
investigation, Deputies
arrested Jarret B Speck,
age 26, of Loves Park,
for Driving While License
Suspended. Speck was
also cited for Speeding
26-34mph over the limit.
Speck was given a Notice
to Appear for the Driving
While License Suspended
and released on scene. All
suspects are presumed
innocent.

Oregon Woman’s Club brings
Christmas to Hope House client

OREGON —On Dec.
9, members of the Oregon
Woman’s Club brought
presents foraclient family
of Hope House of Dixon.
They gave presents of
clothing, books, toys, and
personal items to the fami-
ly as part of Hope House’s
annual Adopt-a-Family
program. The program
makes Christmas possible
for families in crisis who
otherwise would not be
able to provide gifts for
each other.

“We try to do this every
year,” Oregon Woman’s
Club President Christa
Young said. “We know
it makes a difference for
these women and children.
It brings joy to them at a
time that is hard for them,
and it gives us joy as well
to participate.”

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Oregon Woman'’s Club members (left to right) Christa
Young, Sandie Chasm, and Johanna Hahne presented
gifts to Hope House’s Adopt-a-Family program.

Brandt named to Central College Dean’s List

PELLA, Iowa— Cen-
tral College recognized
411 students named to
the Fall 2024 dean’s list,

among them was Maison
Brandt of Oregon.

The honor is awarded
to full-time students who

achievea3.5 GPAorhigher
on a 4.0 scale while taking
12 or more graded credit
hours for the semester.

DIRECTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon

732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

nior Citizen

rvi

Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center

Polo Senior Center

Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance
Veteran’s Crisis Line

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

815-222-8869

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499
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Obituaries

Gene N. Miller

LEAF RIVER —Gene
N. Miller, (73) born Feb-
ruary 2, 1951 passed away
on December 28, 2024.
Son of George and Amelia
Miller. Graduated in 1969
from Byron High School
and Highland Commu-
nity College. Gene was
a lifelong farmer living
with his family on the
Centennial farm outside
Leaf River.

Gene met his young
Elgin city girl through
mutual friends. During
their long-distance letter
writing friendship he
showed Vicki his love of
farming, easily having her
falling in love with him
and the farm.

In addition to Gene’s
passion on the farm, he
loved raising Hereford
cattle with his kids. He

enjoyed being a4-H lead-
er and an Illinois Junior
Hereford advisor with
his wife for many years.
Our family has made
many lifelong friends
while traveling through
the states showing Here-
ford cattle as our “family
vacation”.

Gene served on the
Byron School Board for
many years, and he was so
proud to be able to hand
each of his children their
diploma. Mostrecently he
was amember of the Leaf
River Township Board.

Geneis survived by his
wife, Vicki of 45 years.
Their children, Matthew
(Erica) Miller, Bryan
(Katie) Miller, and Amy
(John) Kirchner. Beloved
grandchildren and Papa to
Coehen, Cylee, Caylen,

Addy, Kolt, Kya, Lexa,
Hayden, Maci, Kane, and
Kase.

A memorial gathering
was held from 4:00 PM
— 6:00 PM on Thursday,
January 2,2025 at Farrell
Holland Gale Funeral
Home in Byron. In lieu of
flowers donations may be
made the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research.

To leave an online con-
dolence please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com

Raymond C. Meiners

POLO—Raymond C.
Meiners, 92, of Polo, IL
passed away December 30,
2024, at Alpine Fireside
Health Centerin Rockford.

Raymond was born,
August 11, 1932, in Polo,
IL, the son of John and
Blanche (Ports) Meiners.
On February 11, 1961 in
Polo, he was united in
marriage to Wanda Bailey.

Ray served in the US
Army in his younger years
then went to work for Kelly
Springfield in Freeport, IL
and Woods in Oregon, IL.
He farmed in Polo on the
family farm most of his
life. Ray was a member
of the American Legion
Post #83 and Faith Unit-

ed Methodist Church of
Polo. Heenjoyedrestoring
farm tractors and playing
accordion.

Survivors include sons
Steven (Nancy)Meiners of
Bloomington, IL and John
(Kathy) Meiners of Davis,
IL; grandchildren Zachary
(Kaitlyn), Bradley, Robert
(Rachel), Kayla, Kristi-
na and Angela Meiners;
great-grandson Everett .

He was preceded in
death by wife Wanda and
his Parents.

Funeral services will
be Monday, January 6,
2025 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Faith United Methodist
Church in Polo, IL. Vis-
itation will be one hour

prior from 9:30 a.m. until
the start of service also at
the church. Burial will be
at Fairmount Cemetery
in Polo, IL immediately
following the services.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be directed to
the Polo FFA.

Visit www.polofamily-
funeralhome.com to send
condolences.

Theodore (Ted)
G. Incontro

MT. MORRIS — The-
odore (Ted) G. Incontro,
age 99, passed away at
Timber Ridge at Talus, in
[ssaquah, WA on Monday,
December 9, 2024. He was
bornonOctober25,1925in
East SaintLouis, IL, the son
of Louis & Thelma (nee,
Turner) Incontro. He was
a graduate of Mt. Morris
High School, Mt. Morris, I1.

Ted married Jacquelyn
(Jackie) Steed in 1952.
She preceded him in death
in 1991. He was also pre-
ceded in death by his long-
term companion, Marilyn
Muller. Ted had been a
long-term resident of Mt.
Morris, I1 until his move in
January 2022 to Issaquah,
WA to be near his daughter
Connie.

Ted was a WWII veter-
an and served in the 315"
Bomb Wing U.S. Army Air

Corp, 20™ Air Force, XX1
Bomber Command in the
Pacific Theater. Ted spent
his career in the printing
industry with much of his
career employed by Kable
Printing Company, Mt.
Morris, IL. He was a long-
time member of the Mt.
Morris Disciples United
Methodist Church, where
he served on several com-
mittees over the years. He
was active as a Boy Scout
and a Boy Scout/Explorer
leader for over 40 years. He
was an avid fisherman and
gardener.

Ted is survived by his
daughter, Connie Incontro
Peterson (Bellevue, WA),
son, Steven (New York,
NY), and a grandson,
Nicholas Steed Peterson
(Bellevue, WA). Ted is
preceded in death by his
parents, his brother, Wil-

liam (Bill) and his wife,
Jackie.

A celebration of life will
be held at a future date in
Mt. Morris, IL

The family asks that you
do not send flowers, but
to please send memorials
to the Disciples United
Methodist Church of Mt.
Morris or the Mt. Morris
Public Library.

The family also encour-
ages donors to plant a tree
in Ted’s memory, through
the Arbor Day Foundation,
arborday.org.
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Judith Ann Freedlund

WINNEBAGO - Ju-
dith AnnFreedlund, age 82,
went to her heavenly home
onDecember26,2024. She
was born on November 30,
1942 in Rockford, IL the
daughter of Wilburand He-
lene (Ippen) Hoffimann. She
graduated from Winnebago
High School. She mar-
ried Warren Freedlund on
March 30, 1963 at Middle
Creek Presbyterian Church
near Winnebago.

Judywasanactivemem-
ber of Faith Center in
Rockford. She was also
a member of the Ladies
Auxiliary of Gideons Inter-
national. Shewasemployed
by Freedlund Bros. as the
Manager of Dairy Infant
Resources and fed calves,
cats,dogsand men. Shealso
worked for the Rockford
Rescue Mission at their
various resale shops for

10 years. Judy was known
by others as an encourager
and a good listener. She
would often write notes
to friends and family on
their birthdays, anniversa-
ries and other occasions.
She was predeceased by
her parents; her husband,
Warren Freedlund, in Au-
gust and her sister, Janice
Painter. She is survived
and missed by her children,
Cathy (Allan) Levandows-
kiofWinnebagoand Robert
(Isabel) Freedlund of By-
ron; brother James (Pam)
Hoffmann of Winnebago;
grandchildren Benjamin
Levandowski, Abby (Tim)
Fine, Anna Freedlund,
Andrew Freedlund, Alex
Freedlund, Donya (Ray)
Sweeney, and Desi (Jesse)
Warnke and numerous
others who affectionately
calledher Grandma; 6 great

grandchlldren and many
specialniecesandnephews.

Visitation will be held
from 4:00 — 7:00 PM on
Thursday, January 2, 2025
at Faith Center in Rock-
ford. A funeral service will
be held at 10:00 AM on
Friday, January 3, 2025 at
Faith Center. The burial
will be held at 1:30 PM
on Friday at Middle Creek
Cemetery. Memorials are
established for Faith Center
in Rockford, IL and Seren-
ity Hospice and Home in
Oregon, IL.

Robert ‘Bob’ W. Johnson

BYRON — Robert
“Bob” W. Johnson, 77,
passed away with his loving
wife by his side on Wednes-
day, December 25, 2024, at
Serenity Hospice and Home
of Oregon, IL. Bob was
born on July 10, 1947, in
Mendota, IL, thesonofJohn
& Doris (Littlewood) John-
son. He was then lovingly
raised by his grandparents
William & Florence Little-
wood. After graduatinghigh
school, he went on to join
the United States Air Force
as a medic between 1967
and 1971. After his honor-
able discharge from the Air
Force, he met and married
the love of his life Beverly
Beck on January 23, 1971,
inRochelle, IL. They shared
the next 53 years building a
wonderful life and family
together. He worked for
35 years at Sundstrand
Aerospace of Rockford as
a group supervisor, mak-
ing many lifelong friends
while there. Throughout

hislife he enjoyed camping,
fishing, being outdoors,
golfing, ridingmotorcycles,
listening to jazz and blues
music, and taking care of
the many dogs he owned
over the years. Bob would
spendtime collecting coins,
playing cards with friends
every week and he would
even go to the library twice
a week to play Bridge.
Above all else he had a true
passion for woodworking.
He made beautiful furni-
ture for him and his family
to enjoy, along with pens,
bowls, toys,and many other
things. He is preceded in
death by his grandparents
and parents. He is sur-
vived and missed dearly
by his loving wife Beverly
of Byron, IL; son Aaron
(Dawn) Johnson of Loves
Park, IL; daughter Nikki
(Nate) Kunkel of Cary, IL;
brothers Michael (Joyce)
Johnson of Princeton, IL;
Mark (Leanne) Johnson of
Oregon, IL; sister Sandy

(Jeff) Hirter of Elgin, IL;
grandchildren Latham,
Olivia, Eli, Stephanie; and
great-grandchildren Fiona
and Lucy.

A visitation will take
place on Saturday, January
4, 2025, between the hours
of 1:00 PM & 3:00 PM
at Farrell Holland Gale
Funeral Home of Byron,
IL. Cremation rites will
take place prior to services.
Memorials are established
in his name and may be
directed to Serenity Hospice
and Home of Oregon, IL. To
leave an online condolence
orplantatreeinhismemory
please visitwww.farrellhol-
landgale.com.

James M. Hlldebrand

ESTERO, Fla. - James
Michael Hildebrand, age
79, died on Dec 26, 2024,
at home in Estero, Florida.
He was born March 4, 1945
to Warren and Ruth Spink
Hildebrand in Rockford,
Il. He spent most of his
life in the Monroe Center/
Byron Area. He attended
Stillman Valley High School
class of 1963. Mike, as he
was known to family and
friends, was a truck driver
for 30 years. After retiring
from the Teamsters Union,
he operated the Concrete
Curios Statuary Company.

It took Mike 41 years to
find the love he was looking
for. He married Janet Skelly
McClenthenonJuly3,1986.
He liked to say it was a
package deal as he acquired
3 daughters, 2 sons-in-law,
and 2 grandchildren. Mike
and Janet retired in Estero,

FL in January of 2000.
Mike enjoyed the summer
visits in Illinois and kept
in touch with his lifelong
friends and family. He also
enjoyed traveling all over
the United States both as a
truck driver and later as a
tourist. After retirement, he
had a woodworking shop
in the garage and enjoyed
making wooden toys for
his grandchildren and the
underprivileged children
in Immokalee, FL. Mike
designed many wooden
models of semi-trucks. He
was an avid reader of west-
ern mystery books.
Survivors include his
wife, 3 step daughters, Col-
leen (Mike) Carter of Byron
IL, Sandra (Allen) Myers of
Bonita Springs, FL, Kelly
McClenthen of Fort Myers,
FL; 4 step-grandchildren,
Michele (David) DeRos-
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so of Byron, IL, Mikey
(Wendy) Carter of Leat
River, IL, Daniel Drew of
Fort Myers, FL, and Derek
Drew of Fort Myers, FL; 2
step-greatgrandsons, Logan
Derosso and Nova Drew; A
sister, Marcia Masterson of
Monroe Center I1, a brother,
Craig (Carole) Hildebrand
of New Albany, MS; Neph-
ew, Lee (Jodi) Masterson; 2
nieces, Wendy Klinger, and
Shalla White, and several
great nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by
his parents, anephew, Steve
Hildebrand, and special
Aunts, Jean Hildebrand and
Catherine Harms.

A Cremation will take
place in Estero, Florida. A
Visitation followed by burial
will be held from 10:00 AM
- 12:00 PM on April 12 at
Farrell- Holland-Gale Fu-
neral Homes Byron, IL. To
leave an online condolence
please visitwww.farrellhol-
landgale.com
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Kennay Farms Distilling in Rochelle has collaborated with The DeLong Company and its Grown Climate Smart program to showcase the use of sustainable grain in its
spirits. Gov. JB Pritzker announced Jan. 30 that two Ogle County entities received grant funding through the Open Space and Land Acquisition Development grant
program. Ogle County Coroner Lou Finch (above right) did not seek re-election in the March 19 election. Finch served as coroner since 2004.

From page 1

Monday, Feb. 12

BYRON — Byron
Middle School saw a brief
lockdown on Wednesday
morning after a report of
a person carrying an item
resembling a gun case
was made by a student,
Ogle County Sheriff Brian
VanVickle said.

At 7:55 a.m. Byron
School District person-
nel, along with the Byron
school resource officer,
were made aware of a re-
port of a person accessing
the BMS Theater holding
a long slender bag that
resembled a gun case.
Emergency procedures
were followed to ensure
the safety of students and
staff. Additional units
from the Ogle County
Sheriff’s Office and By-
ron Police Department
responded to the scene.
After an investigation,
it was determined there
was no weapon, and the
individual entering the
building was a park dis-
trict employee bringing a
banner (and case) into the
theater for an upcoming
show. The lockdown was
lifted by 8:15 a.m.

A child on a school bus
made the initial reportand
provided a description of
the individual and vehi-
cle. Once the school was
locked down and secured,
law enforcement met with
school staff and reviewed
footage from the area of
the report and determined
what the case was. The
individual and vehicle
had left the school by that
point.

“To that student’s cred-
it, it very much looked
like a weapon in a case,”
VanVickle said. “The
takeaway here is that
everybody did exactly
what we train to do. The
child saw something and
said something to an adult
and adults did what they
needed to do and law
enforcement responded
appropriately. The kids
were putinto lockdown for
their security and verified
that it wasn’t a credible
threat to the kids. By 8:15
a.m. the lockdown was
lifted and they continued
on with the school day.”

VanVickle called the
law enforcement response
to the incident “signif-
icant.” Enough officers
and deputies arrived at the
school to be able to go to
the other two schools in
Byron to make sure they
were secure and provide
for the safety of those
students.

BYRON - D&W
Garage was awarded a
$25,000 grant through
their partnership with Hol-
comb Bank toupgrade ex-
isting garage equipment.

“Small businesses are
the heart of our local
communities. When we
learned of the Community
First® Accelerate Grant
for Small Businesses, we

saw an opportunity to
make a big impact on a
local business,” Perry W.
Byers, president/CEO,
Holcomb Bank, said.
“Afterreviewing the grant
application and guide-
lines, we knew that D&W
Garage would meet the
necessary requirements
and have the most poten-
tial of being selected.”

“We are honored to be
the recipient of this grant.
Holcomb Bank has always
gone above and beyond
to make sure our needs
are met not only person-
ally, but also through our
business. We plan to use
this grant to help provide
our customers with the
best service in our small
community,” Michael
and Jodi Girten (owners,
D&W Garage), said.

This grant was one
of 172 deserving busi-
nesses awarded a total
of $4.3 million in critical
funding through FHL-
Bank Chicago’s Com-
munity First® Accelerate
Grants for Small Business
(Accelerate Grants) pro-
gram. Small businesses
are facing challenges with
growing or enhancing
their operations due to
surging borrowing costs
in a high-interest rate
environment. In response
to this need, FHLBank
Chicago awarded Accel-
erate Grants for a second
year to support a variety
of purposes, including
purchase or improvement
of property, equipment,
workforce development,
and technology.

“Small businesses in
our members’ commu-
nities provide valuable
products and services that
contribute to local econ-
omies,” Katie Naftzger,
community investment
officer, FHLBank Chi-
cago, said. “Accelerate
Grants provide an oppor-
tunity for our members
to strengthen their part-
nerships with local small
businesses, thereby sup-
porting economic growth
and job opportunities and
strengthening the fabric
of the rural, urban, and
small-town communities
served by our members.”

Monday, Feb. 19

OREGON — Ogle
County Coroner Lou
Finch will not be seeking
re-election in the upcom-
ing March 19 election.
Finch has served as coro-
ner since 2004.

“It was just time,”
Finch said of his decision
to not seek re-election.
“When I firstran, [ always
said, ‘When you don’t
wantto learn anythingnew
and you’re stuck in your
ways, it’s time to move
on.” It’s time. The office
needs new blood. It was a
learning experience from
the beginning. 1 believe
the office now is running
perfectly for the citizens
here in Ogle County.”

Finch is a fourth-gen-
eration funeral director
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and owns and operates
Finch Funeral & Crema-
tory in Mt. Morris. He
also served as an Ogle
County Sheriff’s Office
deputy before he became
coroner. The sheriff back
in the early 2000s, Mel
Messer, approached Finch
with the idea of pursuing
the office of coroner in
2004, and he decided to
run. His experiences as
a funeral director and
in law enforcement lent
themselves well to serving
as a coroner, Finch said.

Coroner’s offices in-
vestigate death in certain
cases such as sudden or
violent death, suspicious
circumstances, when al-
cohol or drug addiction
may have been a contrib-
utory cause, death without
medical attendance by a
licensed physician, and
hospice cases.

Work includes attend-
ing scenes and declaring
patients have passed,
and the performance of
autopsies.

“Weinvestigate death,”
Finch said. “The best way
to explain itis, we’re kind
of like a detective for the
body. Sherift’s office and
local police department
detectives work the scene,
and we’re with the body.
We work hand in hand.”

Monday, Feb. 26

ROCHELLE — On
Feb. 13, a ribbon cutting
ceremony was held for the
Rochelle Recovery Center
at 242 May Mart Drive in
Rochelle.

The Rochelle Recov-
ery Center serves Ogle
and DeKalb Counties as
a Sauk Valley Voices of
Recovery entity. It offers
peer coaching, recovery
meetings, a safe place for
people who are on the
verge of using, and recov-
ery-related resources. The
location opened in August
2023.

Sauk Valley Voices of
Recovery is a recovery
community based out of
Dixon. For the past three
years, it has covered Lee,
Whiteside and Ogle coun-

ties and recently started
coverage of addiction
needs in DeKalb County.
The Rochelle Recovery
Center is also the hub for
the Ogle-DeKalb counties
recovery-oriented system
of care (ROSC) council,
which brings together a
coalition of local stake-
holders from hospitals,
police departments, busi-
nesses and more to look at
the area and its addiction
needs to try to get it mov-
ing in a positive direction.

“We’re just trying to
make sure that every-
body in the communi-
ty is involved with the
ROSC, anybody that has
decision-making capabil-
ity or that is a person of
lived experience,” Ogle/
DeKalb ROSC Coordi-
nator Heather Tomlinson
said. “We want to make
sure that everybody’s
voice is heard and that the
people that can solve the
problems for the people
whose voices need to be
heard are there to do that.”

March

Monday, March 11

OREGON — The
Ogle County Economic
Development Corporation
recently announced it has
hired an executive direc-
tor for the newly-formed
organization, a March 6
press release said.

“Charlene Coulombe,
CEcD, EDFP, has been a
phenomenal addition to
our organization and we
are looking forward to
working with her to help
spur economic devel-
opment and sustainable
growth in Ogle County,”
Randy Schoon, president
of the OCEDC, said.

The OCEDC is a new-
ly-formed organization
that partners with Ogle
County communities such
as Byron, Mt. Morris, Or-
egon, Polo and Rochelle.
The OCEDC hopes that
other Ogle County com-
munities and businesses
will soon join its efforts.

“By working togeth-
er, we are able to share
resources in order to

develop and strengthen
our communities from a
regional level,” OCEDC
Vice President Darin De-
Haansaid. “From creating
new job opportunities, to
helping support our exist-
ing businesses, those will
be the major focus areas
of our organization.”

Charlene comes to
the OCEDC with over
35 years of experience
serving in economic and
business development.
She understands the work
that needs to be done
to create a positive and
diverse economic base in
Ogle County.

Monday, March 18

BYRON — At its
March 6 meeting, the By-
ron City Council appoint-
ed and swore in Jeremy
Boehle as the new Byron
Police Department Chief.
Boehle previously held the
rank of sergeant within the
department he has served
for 26 years.

Boehle will replace
Chief Todd Murray, who
is retiring after nearly 24
years as chiefand 39 years
in law enforcement. The
City of Byron conducted
the hiring process inrecent
months and held an open
forum in February for the
community to meet with
Boehle and Sycamore Po-
lice Department Deputy
Chief Jeffrey Wig, who
was also a candidate for
the chief position.

“It was quite the pro-
cess,” Boehle said. “It’s
likenothing I’ve everdone
before. My last time ap-
plying for something like
this was for BPD when |
was hired as a police offi-
cer. It’s pretty cool to move
up through the ranks. That
doesn’thappen quite often
here. It’s pretty cool to see
thatand [ think it’s a good
indicator to the officers
we have here, that you
can move up through the
ranks to the top.”

POLO — On March
6, the City of Polo and
Buftfalo Township hosted
a groundbreaking cere-
mony for their new joint

(COURTESY PHOTO)

building at 118 N. Frank-
lin Ave. that will replace
Polo’s City Hall, Polo
Mayor Doug Knapp said.

The $2.06 million proj-
ect includes a construc-
tion cost of $1.93 million
and $130,000 worth of
engineering costs. The lot
was purchased for $5,000,
and the Ogle County
Economic Development
Corporation contributed
funds for site excavation
and plot testing. The city
and Buffalo Township
will borrow $1.25 million
in bonds over 30 years
for the project. The city
put down $500,000 on
the project and Buffalo
Township, which will
have a percentage of the
square footage, put down
$250,000.

The City of Polo has
looked at a number of
options inrecent years for
a new City Hall location
as its current building has
encountered issues such
as a deteriorating roof
and back wall, storage
shortages, and public
meeting space, bathroom
and handicap accessibili-
ty limitations.

Monday, March 25

OGLE COUNTY —
Results from Tuesday’s
general primary election
in Ogle County showed
that Christie Cox of
Polo (3,812 votes, 50.68
percent) defeated Chad
HornerofRochelle (3,709
votes, 49.32 percent)
in the race for the Ogle
County coroner’s office.

Bothranasrepublicans
and there was no demo-
cratcandidate for coroner.
Lou Finch has served as
Ogle County coroner for
20 years and did not seek
re-election. Cox brings
experience as a deputy
coroner and funeral direc-
tor. She owns Polo Family
Funeral Home and has run
it for 20 years. She started
working in the coroner’s
office in the early 2000s
and returned to it over a
year ago.

See page 7
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* On Jan. 20, 1973,
Jerry Lee Lewis, aka
“The Killer,” made an
appearance at the Grand
Ole Opry, declaring, “I
am a rock-and-rollin’,
country-and-western,
rhythm-and-blues sing-
ing [expletive deleted]!”
before launching into his
set, which notably includ-
ed all the rock-and-roll
classics he’d promised
Opry officials not to
play. Shunned by the pop
music world following
his controversial second
marriage to his teenage
cousin Myra Gale Brown,
Lewis had staged a suc-
cessful comeback with
country music.

* On Jan. 21, 1959,
Carl Switzer, aka the
cowlick-sporting, war-
bly-voiced Alfalfa of the
beloved “Our Gang” film
series, was fatally shot
by Moses Stiltz during
an altercation over a debt
Switzer believed he was
owed by Stiltz.

*Onlan.22,1981, An-
nie Leibovitz’s final por-
trait of John Lennon and
Yoko Ono, for the cover of
Rolling Stone magazine,
hit newsstands, a month
and a half after Lennon’s
assassination by Mark
David Chapman.

* On Jan. 23, 1984,
Hulk Hogan defeated
World Wrestling Federa-
tion champion Iron Sheik
and earned his first WWF
title at New York City’s
Madison Square Garden

when he also became the
first wrestler to escape
Sheik’s signature move,
the “camel clutch.”

* On Jan. 24, 1956,
Look magazine pub-
lished the confessions
of J.W. Milam and Roy
Bryant, who were acquit-
ted in the previous year’s
abduction and murder
of Emmett Till, a Black
teen from Chicago. The
men were reportedly paid
$4,000 for their partici-
pation in the article.

* On Jan. 25, 1776,
the Continental Con-
gress approved the first
national Revolutionary
War memorial, honoring
Brigadier General Rich-
ard Montgomery, who
died during an assault in
Quebec nearly a month
earlier. The monument
was crafted by King
Louis XV’s personal
sculptor, Jean-Jacques
Caffieri, after he was
hired for the job by Ben-
jamin Franklin.

* On Jan. 26, 1961,
about a week after his
inauguration, President
John F. Kennedy ap-
pointed orthopedist Janet
Travell as his personal
physician, making her the
first woman in history to
hold that post. Following
Kennedy’s assassination,
she retained her position
and became President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s
personal doctor.

(c)2025King Features
Synd., Inc.

Letter: Remembering
President Carter

EAR editor,
The first
Presidential

election I was old enough
to voteinwas 1976. Look-
ing back, at that point, and
formany years after, while
Idid vote, I didn’ttake that
responsibility seri-

ously. I didn’t do

any research or pay

much attention to

the platform of who

[ was voting for. In
fairness, back then

there was no internet or
Google or an easy way
to do that research. But,
we were still recovering
from a significant scandal
— Watergate.

President Nixon was
guilty of and ultimately
resigned because of his
attempts to orchestrate
and then to cover up a
break-in at the Democrat-
ic National Committee
headquarters to try and
gain intel that would help
Nixon win the 1972 elec-
tion. Looking back, this
seems tame compared to
2020 and 2024, but that’s
for another letter.

Despite my lack of
knowledge, I think I vot-
ed for the right person in
1976 — Jimmy Carter. He
promised to always tell the
truth and was genuinely a
really nice person. He was
only a one-term President
but he was ahead of his
time in many ways. For
example, he had solar
panels installed on the

White House that powered
a water heater for their liv-
ing quarters in an effort to
kickstart the solar industry
and clean energy.

The work he did after his
presidency was incredibly
impactful, not just in the
United States, but
in the world. He
believed access to
health careisabasic
human right, and
he worked hard for
40+ years to help
the poorest people around
the world gain that needed
access. He is an example
of what we all should
aspire to.

I hope everyone takes
some time in the next
week to learn more about
Jimmy Carter as we cel-
ebrate his life. We need
more people like him in
leadership positions in all
levels of government. We
need more people who
genuinely like and respect
other people, regardless of
their gender, ethnicity, phi-
losophy, and politics. We
need more people who tell
the truth, always. We need
more people who believe
itis an honor to serve their
country and who are doing
itbecause they believe they
can make a difference, for
all Americans, and for the
rest of the world.

Restinpeace, President
Jimmy Carter

Linda Pottinger
Oregon

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publi-
cation, but the use of any material is at the discretion of
management. All letters must be signed or they will not
be considered for publication. During election times, no

letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will
be considered for publication. Editing may be necessary
for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas

will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and

refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks. Criticism of
individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully
will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be
published in the order that they are received, unless there
is a time factor involved, space permitting.

Mark February on your calendars

ARK Febru-
ary 6 on your
girls basket-

ball calendar. That is
when Byron and Stillman
Valley meet in round 2
of what promises to be a
thrilling rematch of their
championship game of
the recently played KB
tournament.

Stillman Valley beat
Byron 45-40 to take the
title at Dixon, this after
finishing second to Rock
Island Alleman last year.
Like the rest of tourney
action, it was defense tak-
ing center stage, as baskets
were extremely difficultto
come by.

In watching the state-
ranked royalty (61-1 com-
bined record) of SV vs
Sterlingand Byron vs Dix-
on in the semifinals, the
team playing the toughest
defense prevailed.

The Cardinals survived
afirst-half'scoring drought
and banging on the boards
by phsyical Sterling to win
47-37. Aided by 3-point
shooting, itwas 10 straight
SV points to take a 16-13
lead.

Going into the fourth
quarter, it was a narrow
28-27 lead before the Car-
dinals poured it on the final
stanza for the win over the
No. 11 team in 3A.

On paper, Byron had a
tougher task with unde-
feated Dixon, ranked No.
1 in the 3A Associated

Press poll. A combination
of early Dixon foul trou-
ble, Byron outhustling the
Duchesses for loose balls
and forcing turnovers led
to a 20-6 halftime lead.

So dominant were the
Tigers on defense that
Dixondid not make afield
goaluntil the third quarter.
For emphasis, that bears
repeating.

Byron held to No.
I-ranked team in 3A to
zero field goals in the
first half.

Final score was 50-33,
settingup the heavyweight
2A title match, while the
3A schools had
to settle for the
third-place game,
which was won
by Sterling 44-
18. Not sure what
Dixon did to merit
a No. 1 ranking,
but that will go by
the wayside.

On a sidenote,
Sterling played the No. 8
team in 1A (Pecatonica),
the No. 3 in 2A and No. 1
in 3A at the KSB, which
isthe longest-running girls
holiday tournament in the
state at46 years. Speaking
of history, Sterling has
the distinction of being
the first-ever girls high-
school basketball champi-
on (1977) in Illinois.

No doubt, Stillman
Valley will at least retain
its No. 3 A.P. state rank-
ing, while Byron has done

Andy Colbert

enough to move into the
top 10 from No. 11.

Breese Central and
Nashville, the top teams
in 2A met Saturday and
Breese won33-29. Acom-
monality between BC/
Nashvilleand Byron/SV is
geographically positioned
inthe same sub-sectionals.

With Byron and SV
only 5 miles apart, that
is usually going to be
the case. Down south,
Nashville and Breese are
a bit farther apart at 30
miles. They must play
pretty good basketball in
Breese, as Breese Mater
Dei was school to
knocked off Byron
in the 2023 state
championship.

The super-sec-
tional complex
that Byron and
SV are in might
be toughest in the
state with defend-
ing state champ
Peoria Notre Dame and
highly-regarding Aurora
Central Catholic, Rock
Island Alleman and Sher-
rard.

Atthe Rockford Boylan
tournament, a stat of note
was the 46 points scored
by Laney Calhoon of
Orangeville in a win over
Beloit Memorial. She
tallied 33 in the first half.

Even after graduating
6-foot-4 all-stater Whit-
ney Sullivan (Cahoon’s
cousin), Orangeville is

ranked No. 5in 1A. In de-
feating Beloit Memorial, it
was a win by a school of
102 students against one
of 1,700.

It is much more com-
mon for smaller schools
to beat larger ones in girls
basketball than in boys.
Earlier this season, Still-
man Valley put a 46-33
whipping on Orangeville.

Before returning home
to check out the local
girls B-Ball scene, I had
the chance to watch my
granddaughter play a
grade-school basketball
game in Utah.

Here is what stood out
most to me - prior to the
tip-off, the home coach
addressed the fans and
stressed the importance of
sportsmanship. She said
anyone verbally harassing
anofficial would promptly
be asked to leave the gym.
If that person failed to
comply, the game would
end in a forfeit to the op-
posing team.

When the potential
exists to be a source of
embarrassment to your
children or grandchildren,
it is much easier to keep
one’s lip zipped. All were
behaved throughout the
contest.

Andy Colbertis a long-
time Ogle County resident
with years of experience
covering sports and more
for multiple area publi-
cations.

Cash rents may be decreasing

where [ start fielding

calls from landlords
curious about what cash
rent for farmland should be.
There’s no magic formula
as coming to a cash rent is a
negotiation. Howeverwhen
looking at the economic
impact of grain farming
last year I would caution
those landlords that cash
rents may be decreasing,
particularly if you want to
keep a good tenant on the
farm. A mindset of less is
more may be appropriate.

Let’s look at AFBF eco-
nomic outlook for agricul-
ture and you will see what
I mean.

USDA’s December2024
farm income forecast con-
firms just how tough a
year it’s been for American
agriculture, with slightly
revised projections offering
little relief to farmers, who
are losing nearly a quarter
of their income in two
years. Net farm income is
now projected at $140.7
billion for 2024, down $6
billion (4.1%) from 2023
and $41.2 billion (22.6%)
fromthe $181.9billion peak
in 2022. The December
revision does little to alle-
viate concerns about the
financial pressures farmers
face heading into 2025, and
the overall figure masks the
dramatic decline in returns
for crop farmers.

When adjusted for in-
flation, the drop in net farm
income becomes more
pronounced, with a project-
ed decline of $9.5 billion
(6.3%) from2023. Although
the updated 2024 figure
remains above the 20-year
average, the metrics paint a
challenging picture, partic-
ularly for crop producers,
who face substantial reve-
nue declines. While some
sectors, mostpredominantly
livestock, are seeing stron-
ger receipts, the December
forecastunderscoresthatag-
riculture remains in the red.

Crop producers will
continue to bear the brunt
of the economic downturn.

IT’S that time of year

Total crop receipts for 2024
arenow projected todecline
by $25 billion (9.2%) from
2023 to $246.2 billion. This
marks the second straight
year of significant declines
incrop cashreceipts, reflect-
ing weaker global demand,
falling prices and increased
competition from interna-
tional markets.

Corn receipts are ex-
pected to fall $16.6 billion
(20.8%). Soybean receipts
are likewise forecast to fall
$6.9 billion (12.3%).

Livestock producers are
faring comparatively better,
with total receipts for an-
imal and animal products
expected to grow by $21
billion (8.4%) to $270.6
billion in 2024. Cattle and
calf receipts, bolstered by
higher prices, are project-
ed to rise by $7.3 billion
(7.2%), exceeding earlier
predictions. Milk receipts
are expected to grow by
$5.3 billion (11.5%), also
outpacingthe9.4% increase
forecast in September. Pork
producers are projected to
see receipts increase mod-
estly by $1.5 billion (5.7%),
driven by both higher prices
and quantities sold.

Egg producers, who ini-
tially faced grimprojections
earlier in the year, continue
to see significant gains, with
receipts now expected to
rise by $7 billion (39.4%),
reflecting higher prices and
increased demand.

USDA’s metric, Farm
Business Average Net Cash
Income by Commodity
Specialization, offers valu-
able insights into the finan-
cial performance of farm
businesses based on their
primary commodity focus.

Farmbusinesses special-
izing in soybean production
experienced a significant
44% decline in net cash
income, while those focused
onwheatsawa43% decline,
and corn-focused opera-
tions experienced a 42%
decline. In stark contrast,
farm businesses special-
izing in cattle and calves
achieved a remarkable

154% increase, while those
focused on poultry saw
substantial growth, with net
cash income rising by 31%.
Income for dairies dropped
starkly between 2022 and
2023 but rose dramatically
in 2024 — up 19% over
2022. Thesetrendsillustrate
the dramatic variability in
financial outcomes across
commodity sectors, influ-
enced by shifts in market
conditions, input costs and
revenue streams over the
observed timeframe.

Farmers are expected
to spend slightly less on
production in 2024, with
total production expenses
forecast to decline by $8
billion (1.7%) to $453.9
billion. Lower costs for feed,
fertilizer and fuel contrib-
ute to this reduction, with
feed expenses projected to
fall $10.5 billion (13.2%),
fertilizer expenses down
$3 billion (8.4%) and fuel
costs declining by $2 billion
(11.3%). Given low crop
prices, drops in expenses
most closely associated
with crop productionarenot
unexpected.

Rising costs in key cate-
gories like laborand interest
continue to offset these
savings. Labor expenses
are expected to rise by $3
billion(6.1%), whileinterest
expenses climb $1.8 billion
(4.1%), reflecting higher
debt levels and sustained
high interest rates. These
rising costs add to the fi-
nancial strain on farmers,
who are already grappling
with shrinking margins and
limited liquidity.

Despite declining net
farm income, USDA proj-
ects farmsectorequity—the
difference between assets
and debt — to rise by 5.2%
to $3.68 trillion in 2024,
reflecting growth in real
estate values. Total farm
sector assets are expected
toincrease by 5.1%to $4.22
trillion, with real estate
comprising 84% ofthistotal.
Meanwhile, farmsectordebt
is forecast to climb 4.5% to
arecord $542.5billion, with

increases in both real estate
and non-real estate debt.
While solvency metrics
such as the debt-to-asset ra-
tio are expected to improve
slightly, reduced liquidity—
indicated by a 6.9% decline
in working capital — points
to ongoing financial strain,
particularly as debt levels
continue to grow.

USDA’s December re-
portunderscoresthe volatili-
ty ofthe U.S. farm economy
as farmers face their second
consecutive year of declin-
ing income. Net farm in-
comein2024remainsnearly
25% below its 2022 peak,
and the minimal upward
revisions since September
offer little reprieve from the
financial pressures farmers
are enduring.

Cropproducers, inpartic-
ular, face dramatic declines
in cash receipts, with little
hope for immediate relief
as global supply chain dis-
ruptions continue and prices
forkey commodities remain
depressed. Livestock pro-
ducersenjoy higherpricesat
themoment, butgainsinthis
sector are uneven. Rising
production costs threaten
to erode profitability across
the board.

With government pay-
ments shrinking and the
income safety net failing
to keep pace with the real-
ities of modern agriculture,
farmers are left to navigate
an increasingly precarious
financial landscape. Aspoli-
cymakers continue overdue
farm bill discussions, these
figures serve as a reminder
thatthe targeted reforms that
could address our farmers’
unique challenges remain
stuck in the legislative
process.

“The first lesson of eco-
nomics is scarcity: there is
never enough of anything
to fully satisfy all those who
want it. The first lesson of
politics is to disregard the
first lesson of economics.”
-Thomas Sowell

Ron Kernis themanager
of the Ogle County Farm
Bureau.
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D&W Garage (above left) was awarded a $25,000 grant through their partnership with Holcomb Bank to upgrade existing garage equipment. On Feb. 13, aribbon
cutting ceremony was held for the Rochelle Recovery Center (above right) at 242 May Mart Drive in Rochelle. The Rochelle Recovery Center serves Ogle and DeKalb
Counties as a Sauk Valley Voices of Recovery entity. At its March 6 meeting, the Byron City Council appointed and swore in Jeremy Boehle as the new Byron Police
Department Chief. Boehle previously held the rank of sergeant within the department he has served for 26 years (below).

From page 5

April

Monday, April 8

FORRESTON —
House Minority Leader
Tony McCombie spent
time honoring a local busi-
ness this month through
hernew program launched
earlier this year to help
promote the great business
community in northwest
[llinois.

This month, Leader
McCombie visited Koeller
Forreston Hardware as
her second local business
highlight of the year and
presented them with a spe-
cial certificate of recogni-
tion. The store came to life
on Aug. 21, 2015, when it
was purchased by Gary and
Jane Koeller, who are long-
time Forreston residents.
Gary Koeller, who moved
to Forreston in 1967, is a
plumber and handy man,
which makes the store a
perfect fit. The family-run
store is a staple in the com-
munity offering essential
supplies and wisdom for
any home projects, but it
goes far beyond just that.

The store serves the
community while also
supporting other local
businesses through their
“County Corner” thathigh-
lights local entrepreneurs:
from handmade soap to
butchered meats. The store
also contains local history
from its past days as the
old post office and bank.
Portions of the building re-
main intact from that time
— including the colorful
ceiling in the main area.

Monday, April 22

MT. MORRIS — One
occupant was treated for
smoke inhalation on scene
and no firefighters were
injured after a third-alarm
structure fire at a down-
town Mt. Morris building
Tuesday afternoon, Mt.
Morris Fire Chief Rob
Hough said.

First responders were
called at approximately
1:32 p.m. Tuesday to the
intersection of West Main
Street and North Wesley
Avenue in Mt. Morris for
the report of a possible
structure fire.

“I arrived on scene and
saw heavy fire venting
out of the front window
of an occupancy on the
corner,” Hough said at
around 5 p.m. Tuesday.
“Companies then arrived
on scene. With the wind,
the age of the building and
its construction, the fire
grew rapidly. We escalated
it to a third alarm mutual
aid box alarm to bring in
resources from the area.
The fire is under control
at this time. Everybody is
accounted for and got out
of the building.”

The fire took place at
the addresses of 1 and 3 N.
Wesley Ave. The financial
institution at 4 E. Main
St. was evacuated as well
as a precaution. The fire
was brought under control

at 3:45 p.m. Fire spread
into the 3 N. Wesley Ave.
building due to no fire wall
separating them. The fire
was extinguished at 5 p.m.
and most companies were
released by 7 p.m.

Monday, April 29

CHANA —Fouryears
ago, Chana Education
Center Principal Terry
Camplain wrote a letter
giving his retirement no-
tice. Buthe couldn’t bring
himself to submit it right
away.

Camplain will retire at
the end of the school year
after 20 years as principal
and 33 overall with the
Ogle County Educational
Cooperative. Before his
time as principal, he was
a school psychologist in
Rochelle for 13 years.

“I sat on that letter for
a long time,” Camplain
said. “It’s the right de-
cision for me, but it was
still a difficult decision.
I’'m nervous about what’s
next for myself. But I’'m
looking forward to it. It’s
very bittersweet. Ineduca-
tion, it’s good for younger
people to take over some
things. I’ve been doing
this a long time. Some
younger mindsets coming
in is going to be great.”

Chana Education Cen-
ter supports the academic,
emotional and behavioral
needs of students in Ogle
and Lee counties. Ithouses
two programs, one for
K-12 students with emo-
tional disabilities and an-
other for 6-12 students in
need of alternative general
education.

May

Monday, May 27

ROCHELLE — Last
month in April, the Ro-
chelle Christian Food
Pantry served 645 families
(2,177 individuals total),
which broke a record for
the most need the pantry
has seen, RCFP Manager
TyAnne Unger said. In
April 2023 it served 498
families and in April 2022
it served 326 families.

The RCFP has seen
numbers rise in recent
years. The food pantry
is open Tuesdays and
Fridays from 1-3:30 p.m.
People can either pick up
boxes or come in and do
their own shopping. On
distribution days, cars are
often lined up as early as
9 a.m. and occasionally
distribution starts early to
serve the large number of
people in time.

“I think the need is
going to continue to rise,”
Unger said. “The demand
is crazy. We allow people
to come twice a month
and we’re continuously
having people come in
and wanting to come a
third time. Our rule is
two times, but we’ll pack
a small emergency box to
get them through. I think
the economy is the reason
so much need is being
seen. Everything is so
expensive now and prices

are only going up. Usually
we would get a lot of left-
over food or past-date food
from the grocery stores.
Now they’re ordering less
food because people are
buying less food because
they can’tafford it. [t’sjust
ridiculous. Bread used to
be 25 centsand now you’re
lucky if you can find it for
$1.99.”

June

Monday, June 17

LOST NATION —
Three Ogle County Emer-
gency Response Team
members and one barri-
caded suspect were shot
late Wednesday morning
at a residence in Lost
Nation in the rural Dixon
area and survived after
being transported to area
hospitals, Ogle County
Sheriff Brian VanVickle
said in a press conference
Wednesday afternoon.

The barricaded man
wasidentified as Jonathon
G. Gounaris in a Wednes-
day night press release.
Thenames ofthe involved
law enforcement officials
have not been released.
Two law enforcement of-
ficers were transported by
ground to KSB Hospital
in Dixon and were treated
and released, VanVickle
said later on in a phone
interview. The third was
flown to OSF St. Anthony
Medical Center in Rock-
ford and went into surgery
and is expected to make
a full recovery. Gounaris
was in surgery at KSB
Wednesday afternoon and
VanVickle said he was
unsure of his condition.

The Ogle County
Emergency Response
Team is made up of in-
dividuals from different
agencies including the
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Office, the Oregon Police
Departmentand the Byron
Police Departmentas well
as SWAT medics from the
Rochelle Fire Department.

At approximately 8:39
a.m. Wednesday, the Ogle
County Sheriff’s Office
received information from
a family member of the

suspect at 402 Wild Rice
Lane in Lost Nation,
who said that her son had
threatened suicide and ho-
micide. The Ogle County
ERT was activated at9:18
a.m. and a hostage negoti-
ator arrived on scene and
attempted to make contact
with the individual.

“The information we
got from the family mem-
ber was that this was very
likely going to be suicide
by cop-like situation,”
VanVickle said. “There
was nobody else in the
residence. The family
member that called was
not at the residence. The
suspect was in the resi-
dence by himself and we
had that confirmed by
the family member. We
believed his intention was
to harm police officers.
That’s the information the
family member told us.”

The first call to
Gounaris’ cell phone by
the hostage negotiator
was made at 10:40 a.m.
and VanVickle said over
50 phone calls were made
in various forms to the
residence. All of them
wentunanswered, he said.
Additional resources were
provided into the home at
11:09 a.m. in an attempt
to make contact with
Gounaris withno success.

“At 11:51 a.m. due to
the lack of communica-
tion, it was determined
that our emergency re-
sponse team would enter
the house and determine
the well-being of that
individual,” VanVickle
said. “Immediately upon
entering the house, our
deputies received gunfire
from inside the house.”

ERT members then re-
turned fire, incapacitating
Gounaris, an Ogle County
Sherift’s Office press re-
lease said.

July

Monday, July 1

OREGON — June 17
marked a significant mo-
ment for Oregon Commu-
nity Unit School District
220 (CUSD 220) as Dr.
Tom Mahoney presided

over his final Board of
Education (BOE) meeting
as the superintendent of
schools. After a dedicated
17-year tenure with the
district, including 14 years
as superintendent, Ma-
honey is stepping down to
enjoy his retirement.

“Dr. Mahoney’s impact
on Oregon CUSD 220 has
been profound, shaping
the district with his vi-
sionary leadership and un-
wavering commitment to
educational excellence,”
an OCUSD press release
said. “His tenure is dis-
tinguished by numerous
accomplishments, includ-
ing the implementation
of innovative educational
programs, enhanced stu-
dent support services, and
strengthened community
partnerships.”

OREGON — In Oc-
tober of last year, the
Ogle County Health De-
partment received a CDC
Addressing Conditions
to Improve Population
Health (ACTion) grant
for $500,000 each year
from 2023-2026 to in-
crease access and avail-
ability to healthy and
nutritious foods, educa-
tion for home-based food
production, food pantries,
and mini food centers (re-
frigerated and dry food).

The grant applies to
the four-county area of
Ogle, Lee, Whiteside and
Carroll to combat food
insecurity in food deserts.
During the last two weeks
of May, one mini food
center was opened in each
ofthose counties. They in-
clude arefrigerator, freez-
erand adry pantry and are
housed in shelters built
by woodshop students
at Oregon Junior Senior
High School. The mini
food centers are filled with
food through grant funds
each week for members of
the community in need to
help themselves to.

“It’s been amazing so
far,” OCHD Grant Coor-
dinator Joyce Lewis said.
“People have left great
feedback and are marking

(COURTESY PHOTO)

down what they’ve been
taking and ifthey’re donat-
ing, which makes us able
to report data back to the
CDC. We’ve had people
ask about donating eggs,
meat and produce. It’s fab-
ulous to see communities
coming together to take
care of each other.”

The mini food centers
are located at Nash Rec-
reation Center at 304 S.
Sth St. in Oregon (Ogle
County), Teen Turf at 235
W.Main St.in Amboy (Lee
County), YWCA of Sauk
Valley at 412 1st Ave. in
Sterling (Whiteside Coun-
ty), and Davis Community
Center at 631 S. East St.
in Mt. Carroll (Carroll
County).

Monday, July 8

OREGON — A Malta
man was sentenced to
natural life in the Illinois
Department of Corrections
on June 27 in Ogle Coun-
ty court following being
found guilty offirst-degree
murder, intentional homi-
cide ofanunborn child and
residential arson on March
25 inthe case of a pregnant
Mt. Morris woman that
was killed in a house fire
in November 2020, a June
27 press release from Ogle
County State’s Attorney
Mike Rock said.

Matthew T. Plote, 36,
was sentenced by Judge
John B. Roe IV. The case
was prosecuted by Rock
and Assistant State’s At-
torneys Heather Kruse and
Allison Huntley.

On Nov. 25, 2020,
Melissa Lamesch, 27, was
found on the kitchen floor
in her single-story home at
206 S. Hannah Avenue in
Mt. Morris after the Ogle
County 911 centerreceived
multiple calls at 4:29 p.m.
for smoke coming from
the residence. Firefight-
ers found heavy smoke
and heat as they entered
the structure. Life-saving
measures were attempted
on Lamesch. She was
pronounced deceased at
the scene.

See page 8
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home to the Tigers’ baseball, softball, and soccer teams.

From page 7

Lamesch’s sonwas due
three days after the fire.
She worked as an EMT
since June 2016 and was
working for Trace Am-
bulance in Tinley Park.
Lamesch graduated from
Oregon High School in
2011.

Plote was sentenced
to serve a natural life
sentence in the Illinois
Department of Correc-
tions for the offense of
first-degree murder. He
was sentenced to serve 60
years inthe Department of
Corrections forthe offense
of intentional homicide
of an unborn child. He
was sentenced to serve
15 years in the Depart-
ment of Corrections for
the offense of residential
arson. The sentences will
run concurrently.

August

Monday, Aug. 6

MT. MORRIS — The
new Mt. Morris Firechouse
is now scheduled to begin
construction in spring
2025, a Mt. Morris Fire
Protection District press
release on Aug. 1 said.

Originally the project
timeline had the district
breaking ground for the
new facility in the spring
of 2024. The project is
being sourced with fed-
eral, state and local funds.
A “significant” source of
funding is a $1 million
dollar Congressionally
Directed

Spending Grant that
the district was awarded
in 2022. The district was
told it would see its first
grant payment in summer
of 2023, and that did not
occur. Through engage-
ment with the district and
its federal legislators, the
district was able to secure
its first payment in June
2024.

“Now that the federal
obligation is in place, the
district is moving forward
full steam,” the press re-
lease said. “The district
has recently contracted
architectural and engineer
services forthe final stages
ofthe planning. Final con-
struction documents will
be done in late fall 2024.
The project will then be
placed out for bid. The dis-
trict is confident with the
hurdles now removed that
construction will begin in
the spring of 2025.”

Monday, Aug. 19

BYRON — Byron
Community Unit School
District 226 is planning
a comprehensive reno-
vation of the Joe Parks
Athletic Complex, which
is home to the Tigers’
baseball, softball, and
soccer teams.

Parks was a longtime
educator in the Byron
School District. He grad-
uated from Byron High
School in 1947 and went
on to attend Northern
[llinois State Teachers

College. After his fresh-
man year, he returned to
his hometown to teach,
coach, and mentor the
students and athletes of
the Byron community
for 35 years. Joe coached
football, basketball, base-
ball, and track. In his
“spare” time he owned
and operated Park Sports,
was clubhouse manager at
Prairie View Golf Course
and was recognized in
1970 as Byron’s Citizen
of the Year. Joe was part
of the inaugural class of
recipients to the Byron
Hallof Famein2012. Bob
Boyer, alongtimeresident
of Byron, recalls, “I was
fortunate to have had Joe
as my elementary school
basketball coach. My dear
friend Roger Reeverts and
I were in seventh grade
when Joe promoted the
two of us to the Heavy-
weights. It was a great
time, and soon, thanks to
Joe, we had the team with
little guys, like Roger and
me, dominating the bas-
ketball season.” Bob also
remembers how he and
a group of friends would
drive to Mt. Morris to
cheer on their coach when
Joe played basketball for
the Kable Colts AAU am-
ateur basketball team. Joe
Parks was an outstanding
individual with a strong
character. He made a posi-
tive and lasting impression
onnumerous students; his
commitment to the Byron
schools and athletic pro-
grams is why the district
proudly named the sports
complex after him.

Plans for the ballpark
include repairing the re-
strooms, revamping the
concession stand and
entryway, rebuilding the
softball dugouts, relo-
cating and replacing the
batting cages, and building
a maintenance-free press
box for both softball and
baseball. The current
pavilion will also be relo-
cated. Over at the soccer
field, the current dugouts
willbereplaced by amain-
tenance-free press box and
new dugouts.

Monday, Aug. 26

BYRON — A Peca-
tonica family has opened
up a new soft serve ice
cream trailer located at
204 E. Blackhawk Drive
in Byron. Sundae Social
opened on July 10 and its
hours are noon to 9 p.m.
through Labor Day. It will
stay open until Oct. 1 and
its hours will be 3-8 p.m.
after Labor Day.

The business is owned
by Pete and Katryna Kirby.
Katryna grew up in Byron
and after the closure of
Sam’s Drive-Inin the city,
the couple wanted to do
something with ice cream
to fill the void.

“In the spring we ex-
plored it and talked to
other people that work
out of trailers like we
do,” Katryna said. “We

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
One occupant was treated for smoke inhalation on scene and no firefighters were injured after a third-alarm structure fire (above left) at a downtown Mt. Morris
building in April, Mt. Morris Fire Chief Rob Hough said. Three Ogle County Emergency Response Team members and one barricaded suspect were shot late Wednesday
morning at a residence in Lost Nation in the rural Dixon area and survived after being transported to area hospitals, Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle (above right)
said in a press conference in June. Byron Community Unit School District 226 planned a comprehensive renovation of the Joe Parks Athletic Complex (below), which is
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talked to the city and some
private property owners
and found a spot. We
added tables and lighting.
We wanted to make it a
destination for kids and
families. It’s been a hit
and it’s been busy. It’s
been great. We have two
young kids that we want
to teach about business
and entrepreneurship. One
day they’1l help withit. We
have some high school and
college kids that staffit for
us now. We’re grateful to
have such a great crew.”

Sundae Social will bein
the same location with the
same hours next summer
as well and plans to be a
mainstay at its venue for
the community.

September

Monday, Sept. 2

OREGON — Those
driving or walking into the
heart of Oregon on West
[llinois Route 64 now have
a little stretch of nature to
enjoy with the completion
of a mural depicting a
wildflower field at sunset
along the southern wall
of the Village Bakery
building at 101 N. 3rd St.
Those involved, including
artist Nora Reuter of Nora
Kate Paints, members of
the Village of Progress,
some of whom helped in
the beginning stages of
painting, as well as the
mayor of Oregon gathered
to celebrate the mural’s
completion Monday, Aug.
19.

The mural took nearly
a month to finish and was
completedinstages. Early
in the process, several
members of the Village
of Progress were invit-
ed to lend a hand in the
completion of the mural.
Nora guided the Village
members in creating the
first level of foliage in
the wildflower field by
painting crossing lines
in green at the forefront
of the mural. Reuter was
very impressed and appre-
ciative of their hard work.

“These large-scale mu-

rals take a lot of time and
having extrahands was su-
per helpful,” Reuter said.
“The Village members
did an amazing job taking
direction and completing
their tasks.”

Monday, Sept. 9

MT. MORRIS — On
Thursday, Aug. 29, adedi-
cation ceremony was held
at the recently-restored
Veterans Memorial Foun-
tain in Mt. Morris.

The fountain, on the
northeast corner of the
campus square, was a proj-
ect of Mt. Morris Post 143
of the American Legion,
presented to the village
and dedicated on Nov. 14,
1926, to honor Mt. Morris
veterans of World War 1,
and the five local soldiers
who were killed in action.
Resident Heathcote Mann
designed it, and all work
notrequiring skilled labor
was done by local legion
members. The fountain
is made of stones sent by
American Legion Posts,
organizations, and indi-
viduals across the U.S.,
inscribed with many donor
names.

The fountain fell into
disrepair over the years
and many of the stones
became unreadable. Mt.
Morris Economic De-
velopment Committee
Executive Director Paula
Diehl and Chairman Rob
Urish began contacting or-
ganizations and people to
appraise and refurbish the
fountain, and got in touch
with The Kohler Founda-
tion, which specializes in
projects like it and agreed
to take it on at no cost to
the village. The Kohler
Foundation has preserved
art environments across
the country for over 30
years.

Monday, Sept. 23

OREGON — At its
monthly meeting Tuesday,
the Ogle County Board
unanimously passed a
resolution of apprecia-
tion for service for Ogle
County Animal Control

Administrator Dr. Thomas
Champley, whoisretiring.
Champley has served the
county as animal control
administrator for 28 years
after being hired in 1996.

“Tomserved as astead-
fast administrator com-
mitted to promoting and
preserving the love and
care of animals and the
regional values of our
county,” Board Chairman
John Finfrock (R-District
7, Mt. Morris) said. “Tom
personally fostered and
championed significant
county improvements
in the animal control
offices and his impres-
sive persona reflects his
effectiveness with staff
and positive impacts on
citizens ofthe county. This
is demonstrated through
his personal outreach and
exceptional treatment of
both people and animals.
Your vision and commu-
nity commitment will
provide a lasting legacy.”

October

Monday, Oct. 7

OREGON — The
Ogle County Emergency
Response Team’s use of
deadly force in a June
12 incident at a home in
Lost Nation that left a
barricaded Dixonmanand
three officers shothas been
ruled justified, a Sept. 27
press release from Ogle
County State’s Attorney
Mike Rock said.

Jonathon Gounaris,
32, of rural Dixon is cur-
rently in custody due to
the incident and his next
scheduled court appear-
ance is Oct. 17. He faces
charges of four counts
of attempted first degree
murder, three counts of
aggravated discharge of a
firearm, three counts ofag-
gravated battery and two
counts of possession of a
firearm without a Firearm
Owner’s Identification
(FOID) card.

The Ogle County
ERT team was called to
Gounaris’ home in Lost
Nation on June 12 after a

(COURTESY PHOTO)

report of someone threat-
ening to commit suicide,
when police entered the
home, Gounaris and Ogle
County ERT Members
Tyler Carls (Rochelle
Fire Department), Lt. Ja-
son Ketter (Ogle County
Sherift’s Office) and Sgt.
Tad Dominski (Oregon
Police Department) were
shot. ERT members were
transported to area hospi-
tals and later discharged.
Gounaris underwent sur-
gery and survived his
injuries.

The use of force by
law enforcement was
reviewed by Winnebago
County State’s Attorney
J. Hanley due to the Ogle
County State’s Attorney’s
Office handing the prose-
cution of Gounaris.

Monday, Oct. 28

ESMOND — No
structures or standing corn
was damaged after a 100-
acre field fire was seen
in Esmond late Friday
morning, Rochelle Fire
Department Firefighter/
Paramedic Curt Helgren
said.

The Rochelle Fire De-
partment was dispatched
to the area of Illinois
Route 64 and Chamber-
lain Road for the report
of a field fire at approxi-
mately 11:20 a.m. Friday.
RFDresponded as mutual
aid to Lynn-Scott-Rock
Fire’s district. One fire-
fighter was transported
to Rochelle Community
Hospital with an injury
due to the fire and smoke
but was checked out and
was “fine,” Helgren said.

“The fire started near
[llinois Route 64 and was
wind driven and all corn
stubble,” Helgren said.
“We got it stopped before
itgotto any standing corn.
It probably burned up 100
acres of corn stubble. How
fast the fire spreads all
depends on the wind. It
can spread really quickly
with high winds.”

See page 9
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Along with RFD, re-
sponding departments
included the Ogle-Lee
Fire Protection District
stations of Creston,
Steward, Hillcrest and
Flagg Center, Stillman
Fire, Monroe Fire, Malta
Fire, and Oregon Fire.
Fire officials were also
assisted by the Ogle
County Sheriff’s Office
and local farmers.

November

Monday, Nov. 4

DAVIS JUNCTION
— On Saturday, Oct. 26,
Habitat for Humanity of
Ogle County hosted a
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for its next new home
build at 117 Prairie Moon
Drive in Davis Junction.

The home will be Hab-
itat’s 15th in the county
since 2002, and will
be its first build in Da-
vis Junction. The home
will be built primarily
by Habitat construction
volunteers and board
members, and will help
a partner family achieve
the dream of homeown-
ership. The plans, on
display on Oct. 26, call
for an 1,100 square foot
three-bedroom ranch
home.

“The lot was gener-
ously donated by the
Village of Davis Junction
and we’re really fortu-
nate on that,” Habitat
Executive Director Sheri
Anspaugh said. “We
have chosen our family.
The mother is a woman
named Kimberly and
she has two daughters,
one is a freshman and
one is in eighth grade.
They’re over the moon
with excitement about
the opportunity to be
homeowners. They’ll
help build the house with
sweat equity and they’ll
carry amortgage and it’ll
be affordable. We had
a great turnout for the
groundbreaking.”

Monday, Nov. 11

MT. MORRIS —
The Rink at Pine Creek
recently underwent ren-
ovations including im-

provements to its front
facade with a mural and
the expansion of its ar-
cade, doubling it in size,
Owner Rebecca Wilson
said Oct. 29.

The front of the build-
ing was resided, and
later painted by a mural
artist. Outdoor renova-
tions around the building
will continue. 10 new
games were added to
the arcade and all games
were changed to arcade
cards, which will now
accumulate tickets elec-
tronically. The arcade’s
prizeredemption area has
added larger and more
exciting prizes, Wilson
said. The Rink at Pine
Creek has been in opera-
tion at the site as a roller
rink for 76 years.

“We had our 75th
birthday last year, so this
year going into our 76th
year we’re trying to bring
life into this place,” Wil-
son said. “There’s tons
of people that are still
coming out and skating,
but we want to remind the
community we’re here.
The front now reminds
people that we’re alive
and well and tells people
to come on inside. When
winter starts to kick off,
it’s a good time to start
looking for things to do
indoors. We’ll continue
to put more resources
back into the place and
keep it fun and exciting
for people.”

Monday, Nov. 25

ROCHELLE — In
September, Ogle County
attorney Russell Crull of
Rochelle law firm Tess,
Crull & Arnquist was
appointed as an associate
judge of the Fifteenth
Judicial Circuit. He will
preside in Ogle County
in courtroom 304 starting
on Dec. 2.

Crull received his
undergraduate degree
in 2009 from Western
Illinois University in
Macomb and his Juris
Doctor in 2013 from
Northern Illinois Uni-
versity in DeKalb. After
college, he worked for
Sycamore law firm Klein,

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Those driving or walking into the heart of Oregon on West lllinois Route 64 (above left) now have a little stretch of nature to enjoy with the completion of a mural
depicting a wildflower field at sunset along the southern wall of the Village Bakery building at 101 N. 3rd St. On Thursday, Aug. 29, a dedication ceremony was held

at the recently-restored Veterans Memorial Fountain (above right) in Mt. Morris. No structures or standing corn was damaged after a 100-acre field fire was seen in
Esmond in October (below), Rochelle Fire Department Firefighter/Paramedic Curt Helgren said.

Stoddard, Buck & Lewis.
He joined Tess, Crull &
Arnquist on July 1,2014
and was named as a part-
ner April 1, 2016.

“The practice of law
has its ups and downs,
but the biggest up is al-
ways being able to help
people,” Crull said of
his recent appointment.
“I thought it would be a
position where [ could
help both sides and be
fair and accurate in ap-
plication of the law to
both sides. I think it’s a
good step for me to help
more people and to help
our community.”

ROCHELLE — In
September, Rebecca
Laudati was hired as the
new executive director of
HOPE of Ogle County.
She replaces longtime
Executive Director Ruth
Carter, who recently
retired.

The non-profit organi-
zation helps survivors of
domestic abuse. HOPE
of Ogle County provides
safety planning, support,
shelter and referrals
while empowering sur-
vivors to build a safe and
peaceful future. It offers
counseling, assistance
and resources to those

who are contending with
the effects of abusive
relationships. The non-
profit is available 24/7
to listen and provide sup-
port and court advocacy
services are available as
well. HOPE has offices
in Rochelle, Oregon and
Polo.

Laudati brings 20
years of experience
working in the domes-
tic violence field. After
starting with an intern-
ship at a shelter in Elgin,
she began work at Mutual
Ground in Aurora, which
offers domestic violence
and sexual violence ser-
vices. There she worked
a hotline, did counseling
and led support groups,
conducted prevention
education, worked as
a court advocate, man-
aged a shelter, and over-
saw programs. She also
worked at Safe Passage in
DeKalb County part-time
facilitating partner abuse
intervention programs
and groups.

“It was a big move
for me,” Laudati said of
taking the executive di-
rector position at HOPE.
“But it’s a big move to
a smaller agency that’s
focused on domestic

violence. Where I came
from it was both domestic
and sexual violence. This
justkind of gets me back
tomy roots of where itall
started. It’s exciting to be
able to take everything
I’ve learned throughout
the years and run an
agency.”

December

Monday, Dec. 2

STILLMAN

VALLEY - The
Meridian Community
Unit School District
#223 Board of Educa-
tion named Dr. Michael
Plourde as its next su-
perintendent at its Nov.
25 meeting. Dr. Plourde
will step into the position
on July 1, 2025, leaving
his current role as su-
perintendent of Wilmont
Union High School in
Kenosha County, Wis-
consin.

“I am deeply honored
and excited to serve as
superintendent of the
Meridian Community
Unit School District
#223,” Plourde said.
“It’s a dream job for me.
The district’s mission,
vision, and core values
align closely with my
beliefs. My leadership
style is rooted in hon-

N .

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

esty, transparency and
integrity, and I aim to
be a superintendent who
listens and puts students
first in all decisions.”

Dr. Plourde brings
over 12 years of expe-
rience in educational
leadership. Prior to his
position in Wilmot, he
worked in the Northern
[llinois region as princi-
pal of Willowbrook Mid-
dle School and Principal
of Rock Cut Elementary.
In these roles, he man-
aged district operations,
executed strategic plans
and developed collabora-
tive practices to support
studentachievement. Dr.
Plourde earned both his
Doctor of Leadership
in Educational Admin-
istration and Master
of Arts in Educational
Leadership degrees from
Aurora University, and
he holds a Bachelor of
Science in Secondary
Education from Northern
Michigan University. His
background in commu-
nity-centered initiatives
and focus on continuous
improvement are expect-
ed to ensure a smooth
leadership transition and
continued support for
student success.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
In September, Rebecca Laudati (right) was hired as the new executive director of HOPE of Ogle County. She replaces longtime Executive Director Ruth Carter, who
recently retired. The Rink at Pine Creek recently underwent renovations including improvements to its front facade with a mural and the expansion of its arcade,
doubling it in size, Owner Rebecca Wilson said Oct. 29.
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PAG’s to present Christmas Eve in Chaos
The Performing Arts Guild will present Christmas Eve in Chaos to be held Jan.
10-12 at the Allure of Pinecrest Grove Theater. For ticket information call 815-734-
2103 or order online at performingartsguild.com. Shown are performers Larry
Ubben and Trudy Whalen, and Morgan McConnell. (Courtesy photos)

PAG’s ‘Christmas Eve in Chaos set for Jan. 10-12

MT. MORRIS —
For those looking for a
post-holiday pick-me-up,
the Performing Arts Guild
of Mt. Morris will present
a dessert theatre, Christ-
mas Eve in Chaos. This
heartwarming comedy is
a reminder that even the
most chaotic Christmas
can bring joy. Christmas
Eve in Chaos delivers
laugh after laugh as the
family’s holiday woes

spiral out of control.
Carol, an overzeal-
ous holiday decorator,
accidentally causes a
massive neighborhood
blackout with her over-
the-top light display. As
the neighborhood plunges
into darkness, the family
scrambles to restore power
while dealing with Un-
cle Frank’s government
conspiracy theories and
Rick’s sarcastic one-lin-

ers. Linda, Rick’s sensible
wife, finds herself caught
inthe chaos, trying to keep
peace amid the escalating
mishaps.

Just when things
couldn’t get worse, San-
ta crash-lands in their
backyard and his reindeer
scatter across town. With
Carol eager to help and
Rick reluctantly dragged
along, the chaos intensifies
as they embark on a wild

reindeer hunt. Through the
mishaps, misunderstand-
ings, and holiday mad-
ness, this laugh-out-loud
play promises to brighten
up the post-Christmas
blues and remind us that
sometimes, even chaos
can be festive.

Christmas Eve in Cha-
os 1s an original play
written and directed by
Morgan McConnell. Dave
Sheely is the assistant di-

rector. Producers are Jen-
nifer Bakener and Pamela
Ballard. Castmembers are
Jeff Bold, Morgan McCo-
nnell, Priscilla Osborne,
Mark Tremble, Larry
Ubben, Trudy Whalen and
Dave Sheely with George
Howe as the announcer.
This delightful comedy
will be held on Friday
through Sunday, Jan.
10-12 at the Allure of
Pinecrest Grove Theater,

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

500 Evergreen Lane, Mt.
Morris. Friday and Satur-
dayshowsareat7p.m.and
the Sunday matinee is at 2
p.m. Tickets are $16, with
a $2 discount for students.
Dessert (included in the
price) will be served at In-
termission. Reservations
areencouraged. For infor-
mation call 815.734.2103
or order online at www.
performingartsguild.com
and click on tickets.

Jan. 6: The Leaf River
United Methodist Church
is hosting a Community
Blood Drive on Mon-
day, Jan. 6. Staff from
the Rock River Valley
Blood Center (RRVBC)
will draw blood between
12:30 and 5:30 p.m. If
you are at least 17 years
old (16 years old with
parental consent), weigh
at least 110 pounds and
are in general good health,
you should be eligible to
donateblood. Oneinthree
people will need blood
and younever know when
you or someone you love
might be the one. The
Rock River Valley Blood
Center is the only suppli-
er of blood and related
services to Beloit Health
System, Edgerton Hospi-

tal and Health Services,
FHN, OSF Saint Anthony
Medical Center, Rochelle
Community Hospital,
Rockford Health Sys-
tem, SwedishAmerican
Health System and Swed-
ishAmerican Medical
Center — Belvidere.
RRVBC needs to collect
approximately 1,000 units
each week to meet area
patient needs. By hosting
a blood drive, the Leaf
River United Methodist
Church is helping to save
lives in our community.
Join us in sharing the Gift
of Life. Formore informa-
tion or to schedule an ap-
pointment contact Cheryl
at cheryl newcomer @
yahoo.com or Laura at
815-276-5773. You can
contact Rock River Valley

Brought to you by these sponsors:

Blood Center (RRVBC) at
815/965-8751, toll free at
877-RRVBC-99 or onthe
web at www.rrvbe.org.

Jan. 8: Please join us
on Wednesday, Jan. 8 for
acareer fairat CGH Med-
ical Center! The event will
be held from 4-7 p.m. in
the Ryberg Auditorium,
100 E. Le Fevre Road,
Sterling.

Available positions in-
clude: Nursing, Radiolo-
gy, Respiratory, PT,CNA,
MA, Echo, Pharmacy,
Plumber and more. Hiring
managers will be present
to meet with prospective
candidates and conduct
on-the-spot interviews.
Human Resources will
also be available to as-
sist with questions about
CGH’s day-one benefits,

including paid time off,
tuition and continuing
education support, flex-
ible scheduling, IMRF
& DC retirement plans,
signonbonuses (available
for some positions), and
more! To see a current list
of openings, or to apply,
visit www.cghmc.com/
careers.

Jan. 21: Illinois Elks
Children’s Care Cor-
poration in cooperation
with Northwest District
Elks Lodges will sponsor
a free children’s podia-
try assessment clinic on
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025
at Morrison Podiatry
located at 841 N. Galena
Ave. Suite 300 Dixon with
Dr. David Yeager as the
clinician in charge. The
clinic starts at 8 a.m. and

is by appointment only.
To make an appointment
call the Illinois Elks
Children’s Care office at
1-800-272-0074 between
the hours of 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through
Friday. There are no
charges forany services at
this clinic. Nomedical re-
ferral is necessary for the
clinic but physicians are
welcome to refer patients
to the clinic for a specific
reason or second opinion.
School nurses are wel-
come torefer children and
families to the clinic. The
Elks Organization has
been working with phys-
ically challenged children
since 1928 and this is one
of the 15 clinic locations
throughout Illinois. The
clinic is an ideal time to

have a child reviewed for
bone and joint develop-
ment. If your child has
feet pointing inward or
outward or complains of
foot pain they can be seen
at this clinic. There is no
charge for any diagnostic
services atthis clinic. The
Elks will provide financial
assistance to the best of
their ability for children
needing further treatment
or specialty equipment
when the family lacks
sufficient resources to do
so. In the past, the Elks
have purchased thera-
py services, corrective
shoes, braces, wheel-
chairs and augmentative
communication devices
to help children overcome
avariety of physical chal-
lenges.

DIXON
204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

Patrick R. Jones, |r.

JONES FUNERAL HOMES

Ask us about our guaranteed
prearrangement contracts.

AMBOY
303 E. Main St.
857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com . 01e
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500 Gale St

Oregon, IL 61061

Bus: 815-732-6690
www.scottlstephens.com

oo StateFarm-
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HlLLIKER ELEETRIE

LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED

€3 @HILLIKERELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL WIRING

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM « FRANKLIN GROVE, IL
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atauctionservices@gmail.com

Rent Online at:

GESIN RENTALS &
Property Management

Self Storage Units Available!: Two Bedroom DupIex

www.gesinselfstorage.com '

Available Soon

Office located at:
207 N. McKendrie Ave, Mt. Morris, IL

815-734-4716 » gesincompanies@hotmail.com

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068

8135-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com

Call Chris Grimm today to be included in our Community Calendar!
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Meador, Roop recognized for popcorn sales
Polo Cub Scout LeRoy Meador sold the most popcorn in the district and received
a $100 gift card. Cub Scout Tinley Roop sold the third most popcorn in the district
and received a $50 gift card. Congratulations to them both and great job.

(Courtesy photo)

RACF announces 2025 president
and new board members

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation (RACF)
is proud to announce Jeff
Fiegenschuh as its presi-
dent for 2025. Jeff, who
serves as the city manager
for Rochelle, brings exten-
sive leadership experience
and a passion for commu-
nity service to his new
role. As president, he will
lead the charge in advanc-
ing RACF’s mission of
addressing key initiatives
that create the greatest
impact for Rochelle and its
surrounding communities.

Jeff has dedicated his
career to public service
and is committed to giving
back to the community he
calls home. “I have been
blessed in so many ways
throughout my life,” Fie-
genschuh shared. “This
is my opportunity to pay
it forward and make a
meaningful difference
for our region. RACF
plays an essential role in
enhancing the quality of
life in our community, and
[ am honored to serve as
its president.”

Emily Anaya, exec-
utive director of RACEF,
expressed her enthusiasm
for Jeff’s appointment.
“Jeff has demonstrated
unwavering dedication
to Rochelle through his
work as city manager. His
vision and commitment to
community development
align perfectly with the
foundation’s goals. We
are thrilled to have him
leading RACF into 2025
and beyond,” Anaya said.

RACF would also like
to extend its heartfelt grat-
itude to Ashley Jackson
for her outstanding lead-
ership as the 2024 board
president. Ashley’s ded-
ication and commitment
have been instrumental in
driving the Foundation’s
mission forward. Her
contributions have left a
lasting impact, and we
are deeply thankful for
her service.

In addition to welcom-

ing Fiegenschuh as pres-
ident, RACF is pleased
to introduce three new
board members who bring
diverse expertise and a
shared commitment to the
community:

Doug Jarvis: Alifelong
resident of Ashton, Doug
has been involved in his
family’s farming and
trucking business for over
40years. He attended Ash-
ton Schools, Sauk Valley
Community College, and
Western Illinois Univer-
sity. Doug has served on
the Ashton School Board
and the Bradford Town-
ship Board. With deep
social and business ties
to the Rochelle area, he
is excited to contribute
his experience to RACF.

Kim Ewald: Kim is a
commercial & agricul-
tural loan officer with
Central Bank Illinois. She
holds abachelor’sdegree
from the University of
Wisconsin — Platteville
and is a passionate advo-
cate for agriculture and
community service. As
an active member of the
Lee County Farm Bureau
Young Leaders and the
Lion’s Club, Kim brings
a wealth of experience
and enthusiasm to the
RACEF board.

Dani Foster: Dani is
an ER nurse who brings
a unique perspective to
the RACF board, with
firsthand experience in
health care and commu-
nity well-being. Her ded-
ication to serving others
and her commitment to
improving the lives of
those in the Rochelle
area make her a valuable
addition to the team.

RACEF looks forward
to working with Jeff, the
current board members,
and the new board mem-
bers as they focus on ini-
tiatives that create lasting
change and strengthen
the community. Togeth-
er, they will continue to
drive progress and ensure
RACF remains a pillar of

support for nonprofits and
residents in the region.

For more information
about RACF’s mission,
programs, and initia-
tives, please visit www.
rochellefoundation.org.

About the Rochelle
Area Community Foun-
dation: The Rochelle
Area Community Foun-
dation is a nonprofit
organization dedicated
to enhancing the quality
of life in Rochelle and
the surrounding areas.
Through grants, partner-
ships, and donor contri-
butions, RACF supports
local nonprofits and ini-
tiatives that address the
region’s most pressing
needs.

Polo Parish History
commemorates church anniversary

POLO — A history of
St. Mary’s Parish in Polo,
Illinoiswasrecentlyreleased.
Itstarts with the early explor-
ers in Illinois and brings the
history of the parishup to the
present day.

The history is the project
ofparishioner Larry Plachno
whostarted work on itnearly
25 years ago and has been
updating and revising the
material for special events
andwhennewpastorsarrive.
The reasons for the current
revision include the recent
arrival of Rev. Bernard Sehr
as pastor and the forthcom-
ing 125th anniversary of the
dedication of the church on
Jan. 7, 1900.

Plachno credits sever-
al groups and individuals
for help in researching the
material over the years. In-
cluded are Betty Obendorf
and the Polo Historical So-
ciety as well as the Diocese
of Rockford. In addition,
several parishioners, pas-
tors and others helped with
obtaining information and
photographs.

The dedication of the
current church building took
place in a special ceremony
on Sunday, Jan. 7,1900. The
lotonthe southwestcornerof
Franklin and Dixon Streets
was purchased in 1897 and
a building committee was
establishedtoplanthe church
andraisethenecessary funds.
Recordsindicatethatthecost
for purchasing the lot and

A Brief History of
St. Mary’s Parish
Polo, Illinois

by Larry Plachno

Revised Octobet, 2024

building the church amount-
edtoapproximately $12,000,
which was fully paid by the
time of the dedication.

A noteworthy feature of
the church are the 18 gothic
memorial windows which
are made of opalescent and
cathedral glass.

ThefirstCatholic Church
in Polo was completed in
1856and wasthefirstchurch
to be built in Polo and may
have been the first Catholic
Church in Ogle County. It
was constructed on a lot
donated by Polo founder
Zenas Aplington in what is

(COURTESY PHOTO)

now the 600 block of north
Franklin Street. Because of
an increase in parish mem-
bers, that original church
was doubled in size in 1878.
Whenthecurrentchurchwas
built, the old churchwas sold
and moved to the rear of the
100 block of East Mason
Street where it survived for
several decades as a hall,
bakery and a storeroom for
the grain elevator.

Copies of the parish his-
tory will be available at the
Polo Historical Society and
at the Polo Public Library
for viewing.
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Haircuts

¥20290L0

115 N.4th Street,
Oregon, IL

815-732-7700

" Veteran Owned and Operated -

Tuesday Special!

1y

Walk-in Basis Only
(62 yrs. and Older)

Regular Haircuts

12

Be§'d Trims
Hours:

Tuesday-Friday 8AM to 5PM

(Lunch Break from 12PM to 1:30PM)
**New Hours Starting February! Monday thru Friday 8AM to 5PM **

The First National Bank in Amboy

Home Equity Spe

Franny Lilja
NMLS# 449810
Amboy

Marion King
NMLS# 1493020
Franklin Grove

e Renovations?
e Vacation plans?
e Debt Consolidation?

815-857-3625 x5306
fnbamboy.com

=

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Sage Arellano
NMLS# 1509453
Monroe Center

Dixon

Annette Early
NMLS# 686407

cials!

Elsa Payne
NMLS# 1248405
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Highland Community College’s Agriculture faculty hosted hundreds of attendees at their third annual Northwest lllinois Agriculture Industry Expo held on campus

Friday, Dec. 6, 2024,

Highland grows Northwest Illinois Agriculture Industry Expo in 3rd year

FREEPORT - High-
land Community Col-
lege’s Agriculture fac-
ulty hosted hundreds of
attendees at their third
annual Northwest I1linois
Agriculture Industry Expo
held on campus Friday,
Dec. 6, 2024. Each year
the event continues to
expand in attendees and
provided activities.

HCC’s three agricul-
ture instructors coordi-
nated the event, bringing
together more than 250
people including high
school students, current
Highland ag students,
and industry professionals
from nearly 50 employers
for learning and network-
ing. Abigayle Endress of
Elliot, Trainor & Weller
P.C. Attorneys at Law
gave a keynote address
to guests.

“We are pleased to

see the continued partic-
ipation from our regional
agriculture employers,
and we cannot thank them
enough for their involve-
ment,” said Instructor
Monica Pierce. “Year
after year, they continue
to show up to connect
with our students. Many
of our students leave the
event feeling inspired and
invigorated to continue
moving on their career
path. Itreally is apowerful
event.”

Throughout the day,
students engaged in hands-
on activity stations led by
industry experts, connect-
ed with employers over
lunch, and participated in
a career fair where they
shared their résumés, ex-
plored future job opportu-
nities and expanded their
professional networks.
Through these experi-

ences, students were able
to make the connection
between Highland Agri-
culture’s degree programs
and employment oppor-
tunities.

This year, the pro-
gram also shuttled partic-
ipants out to the 55-acre
Highland Community
College Research Farm.
The land is owned by the
Highland Community
College Foundation and
operated by the Agricul-
ture program. Students
learned about the recently
installed 13-acre subsur-
face irrigation system
and the construction of a
new Technology Center
adjacent to the crop plots.
The irrigation system
and building construction
will be completed and
operational for the 2025
growing season.

“I think adding the

Research Farm tour to the
expo this year shows the
students and our commu-
nity that the Agriculture
department is committed
to providing unique oppor-
tunities for our students to
explore the abundant
career opportunities avail-
able in agriculture,” said
Instructor Justin Ebert.
Industry partners par-
ticipating in this year’s
event include Adkins
Energy LLC, Agrisoar
Solutions, A.LLM. (Agro-
ecology + Innovation
Matters), Baker Precision
Planter Works, Carroll
County Farm Bureau,
Carroll Service Com-
pany, Carthage System
Professional Swine Man-
agement, Casper’s Calf
Ranch, Channel Seed,
Citizens State Bank,
Compeer Financial, Corn
Belt Ag Services LLC,

DEKALB Asgrow Seed,
East Dubuque Nitrogen
Fertilizers, Eastland Feed
& Grain Inc., Equity Live-
stock Sales, First Farm
Dairy Cooperative, Grade
Solutions LLC, Greater
Freeport Partnership,
[llinois Agricultural Ed-
ucation (FCAE), Illinois
Department of Agricul-
ture, Jo Daviess County
Farm Bureau, Jo Daviess
Local Foods, Maplehurst
Farms Inc., Midwest-
ern BioAg, Midwest
Groundcovers, Nutrien
Ag Solutions, Parallel
Ag, Pearl Valley Farms,
PCE - Pearl City Elevator
Inc., Prairie State Tractor,
Rahn Family Farms, Roll-
ing Hills Dairy Producers
Cooperative, Sabrosura,
Sloan Implement, Solu-
tions Bank, Stephenson
County Farm Bureau, Ste-
phenson Service Compa-

ny, University of Illinois
Extension — Jo Daviess/
Stephenson/Winnebago
County, USDA Farm
Service Agency, USDA
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Rain
and Hail, Vita Plus, Win-
nebago-Boone Farm Bu-
reau and Winnebago
County Soil & Water
Conservation District.

Highland Agriculture
offers certificates and
degree paths in Agribusi-
ness, Animal Science,
Crop Science Technolo-
gy, Horticulture, Canna-
bis Studies, Commercial
Application, Agricultural
Education, Food Science,
and Agricultural Produc-
tion.

For more informa-
tion on the Agriculture
program at Highland,
visit highland.edu/agri-
culture.

Davidson named to Rockford University Fall 2024 Dean’s List

ROCKFORD — The
following students at
Rockford University were
named to the Dean’s List
forthe Fall 2024 semester,
earning at leasta 3.5 GPA

with no grades below “C”
and having completed
all requirements for the
semester.

Evan Davidson of Still-
man Valley.

Rockford University
is a private four-year,
co-educational institu-
tion founded in 1847
offering undergraduate
and graduate degrees in

traditional liberal arts and
professional fields. The
University offers more
than 80 majors, minors
and concentrations, in-
cluding the bachelor’s de-

gree completion program
foraB.S. in Management
Studies. Through its Grad-
uate Studies department,
degrees are extended to
include the Master of

Business Administra-
tion (MBA), Master of
Arts in Teaching (MAT),
and Master of Educa-
tion in Urban Education,
(M.Ed.).
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Oregon High School wrestling team finishes fifth out of 60 schools in 2024 Abe’s Rumble tournament

The Oregon High School varsity wrestling team placed fifth out of 60 schools in the 2024 Abe’s Rumble dual tournament in Springfield from Dec. 27-28. Oregon started
the pool round with a 55-20 win over Seneca and an 83-0 shutout against Robinson. The Hawks concluded the pool round with a 66-11 win over Deer Creek-Mackinaw
and a 58-18 win over Sherrard. Oregon advanced into the championship bracket, where the Hawks beat Benton 42-33 before topping Olympia 44-33 to move into the
quarterfinals. Despite a 61-12 loss against Coal City, Oregon finished the tournament in fifth place after a 46-31 win over LeRoy and a 34-31 win against Murphysboro.

The Hawks went 8-1 over nine dual matches in the tournament. (Courtesy photo)

RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

10 E Hitt Street Mt Morris $399,000 Call Jennifer Rybicki
Are you ready to jump into the restaurant business? Look no further, this turnkey operation
could be yours!!! The Peppermill restaurant is selling both business and building after 30
successful years of operation. The current owners have built a strong customer base, friendly
atmosphere at a great location. The Peppermill offers a bar on the left side of the business with
over 20 bar stools, seating for over 100 guests in the building and adequate amount of parking.
Current owners are willing to train and guide you to maximize your investment and produce a
cash flowing business of your own. This sale includes all equipment and inventory for a smooth

336 W Morgan
Street Dixon

Welcome to your new

home. This house
S sits at the end of
D ——y Morgan Street. Vinyl
& “_ siding and double
pane windows add to the appeal of this home. The
kitchen has a sweet breakfast nook. The dining room
is the center of the home and opens up to the large
living room. The house has 2 bedrooms and one
full bathroom with a newer modular shower. The
basement has a bright laundry room with washer and
dryer staying. Direct vent water heater and gas forced

5496 S Poplar Drive Oregon $283,000 Call Taylor

ol Welcome to 5496 S Poplar Dr, a beautifully updated home in the peaceful countryside just

outside Oregon, IL. This 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom property offers the perfect blend of rural

- serenity and convenient access to the nearby towns of Oregon and Dixon for shopping and

dining. Recent updates include flooring and refinished cabinets in 2024, a new roof in 2023,

3 windows replaced in 2017, a furnace in 2020, and an upgraded air conditioner in 2017,

ensuring comfort and efficiency. The spacious yard provides a quiet retreat to enjoy nature,
making this home a perfect escape from the busyness of life while remaining close to modern
conveniences. Don’t miss your chance to experience this ideal balance of comfort and location!

912 Main Street Ashton $189,900 Call JD

'_ Turn-key bar downtown Ashton with a ton of potential. This 2600 sq foot

property offers an array of features that makes it a desirable opportunity

i for owners/investors. Featuring a new roof in 2023, fenced in patio area,
&1 connected banquet room offering plenty of hospitality for events, and a

spacious back room ready to build out for a kitchen space... opportunity is

1 | endless. Included with the property is an array of equipment, tables, chairs,
™ signs, coolers, pool table, and more! Step right in and make it yours, today.

air furnace. The back yard is fenced and leads into the
large, detached garage. The garage has 2 overhead
doors plus a large shop area for whatever your hobbies
may be! Home is being sold in AS IS condition.

... 745N Ottawa Avenue
' Dixon NOW $114,250
Call Carla

123 E Third Street Byron $194,900 Call Becky

4 Spacious 4 BR 2 story near the heart of Byron! Every room in this home is extremely large and boosts lots of
%4 character with the original oversized 8” woodwork, hardwood flooring, and 5 panel doors. Kitchen had a complete
& remodel 5 years ago with the tall cherry color cabinets, granite countertops island with seating for 3, pantry, coffee

bar, farm style sink. Dining room has crown molding, side door to front porch, transom windows over doorways,
and full size pocket door to LR. Bathroom on main level was updated ‘24 and included new shower, vanity & toilet.
LR has two large picture windows and another pocket door to foyer. Curved open stairway to the 4 upper bedrooms
and a large remodeled (7 yrs ago) bathroom with a walking tile shower, claw foot tub, heat lamp and large vanity
with granite. This home sits on .37 acres and is unique with its double wrap around L-shaped porches-both up and
down. Fenced yard (picnic tables stay), single garage w/opener plus an additional 2 car garage off alley. 14’ round

™4 pool stays roof 10 years, water softener. Located in the outstanding Byron school district!

Charming 2-Story Home

" on Spacious Corner Lot

This beautifully updated

. 3-bedroom, 2-bath home

offers both comfort and

convenience in a prime

location! Situated on a large corner lot, the property features a

newer roof, updated LVT flooring, fresh carpet, and vinyl windows,

ensuring a modern and low-maintenance living experience. The

well-appointed main floor includes a bright and inviting living room,

a spacious bedroom, and a large kitchen perfect for family meals

and gatherings. Upstairs, you'll find two additional bedrooms

and a cozy family room, ideal for relaxation or entertainment.

The detached 2-car garage provides ample storage and parking,

while the location couldn’t be more convenient. You're just

minutes away from restaurants, shopping, city parks, and the

scenic Rock River. Plus easy access to 1-88. Whether you're

enjoying time at home or exploring the surrounding area, this

home is a perfect blend of functionality and style. Don’t miss your
chance to make this beautiful home yours!

Carla Benesh Lori Peterson JD Gieson Boone Lockard  Carrie Rowland
815-985-6235 815-973-2180 815-677-1873 815-970-3506 815-677-8656

OGSV T
)q*_ e

g ie@-

Merri Cruz Casey Cline  Jamie Pendergrass  Ashley Patterson  Erin Spence  Stephanie Wendt
815-988-7947 217-840-8855 815-243-4310 815-291-6308 815-262-5555 815-985-2055

29319 Freemont Road Milledgeville $250,000 Call Carrie
Endless country views from your welcoming 3.66 acre parcel featuring a 2 Story home with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths & detached 2+ car garage! Spacious kitchen with custom built center island,
ample cabinetry, newly updated counters, sink & newer refrigerator. Enter the spacious dining

fie] room leading to the living room & den/office with the added convenience with the main floor

bath & laundry. Upstairs you will find 3 bedrooms & recently remodeled bathroom with Onyx walk

- M in shower & new vanity with Onyx countertop. Partial basement with built in shelving & ample
| storage. Step outside to your back patio & private back yard with playset that stays. Home updates

include siding, furnace, C/A, GHW & washer/dryer that stay. Call today to view this great home!

124 Sheridan Drive Loves Park $1,025,000 Call Jamie
8 Units for Sale! Are you looking for a turnkey addition to add to your current portfolio

Y or are you looking to get into the Long Term Rental Business? All of the hard work has

been done! Many updates/renovations have been done to each property. Included
in this portfolio is (2) 4 Bedroom Single Family Homes. (4) 3 Bedroom Single Family
Homes. (2) 2 Bedroom Single Family Homes. All properties are located in Rockford,
Loves Park and Machesney Park. Gross Rental Income $11,250. Additional Income

| information and complete listing details available upon request.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

RockValleyProperties.com

Each office is independently owned & operated.

Matt Bouback Jessica Lowry
815-505-5827 815-315-2617
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Byron High School varsity boys basketball team wins Forreston Holiday Tournament

The Byron High School varsity boys basketball team defeated Winnebago 55-53 on Friday, Dec. 20 to clinch its third consecutive Forreston Holiday Tournament title.
Cason Newton scored a team-high 22 points for the Tigers, who edged Genoa-Kingston 63-62 on Thursday, Dec. 19 to advance to the finals. Byron started the
tournament with a 54-42 win over Oregon on Monday, Dec. 16 and a 70-12 thumping against Ashton-Franklin Center on Saturday, Dec. 14. Courtesy photo)
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Stillman Valley girls basketball team wins KSB Dixon Holiday Classic

The Stillman Valley High School varsity girls basketball team defeated Byron 45-40 to claim the championship
during the 2024 KSB Dixon Holiday Classic from Dec. 26-28. Stillman Valley opened the tournament with a
69-24 win over Rockford Jefferson and a 74-66 win over Moline during the quarterfinals. Stillman Valley
continued its run with a 47-37 win over Sterling in the semifinals before taking down Byron in the finals on
Saturday, Dec. 28 for the title. The Cardinals, who moved to a perfect 15-0 on the season with the tournament
victory, also saw standout guard Taylor Davidson surpass 2,000 career points. (Courtesy photo)

Polo’s Garcia earns USATF All-American
honors with Dixon Distance Club

Polo eighth-grader Abram Garcia raced with the
Dixon Distance Club during the 2024 USATF Na-
tional Junior Olympic Championships at the Blue
River Cross Country Course in Indiana on Dec. 14.
Garcia finished in 14th place with a time of 12:54.3
in the 4,000-meter race for 13 and 14-year-old boys,
earning All-American honors. Garcia finished third
with a time of 13:37.9 at the 2024 Illinois Youth XC
Championships at Deer Grove East on Nov. 10. The
Polo standout then took third in the 2024 USATF
lllinois Association All-Comers XC Championships at
Proviso West High School on Nov. 16, clocking in with
a time of 13:16.3. Garcia continued his strong month

Byron’s Newton, Oregon’s Girton receive All-Tournament Team honors

Two Ogle County varsity boys basketball players earned All-Tournament Team honors during the 2024 of racing at the 2024 USATF Region 7 Junior Olympic
Forreston Holiday Tournament. Byron’s Cason Newton was a First-Team winner, while Oregon’s Kade Girton Championships on Nov. 23, when he finished fourth
was a Second-Team honoree. (Courtesy photo) with a time of 13:31.5. (Courtesy photo)
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Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com > TI_HS G TI_IN- > SYCAMORE ANTIQU ES
We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, @ m JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion 0 PROPRIETORS
0,
10% More For Jewelry 520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL 321 WEST STATE STREET
With This Ad! 815.909.1069 SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm Antiquesozli;‘hz dpar{;;i:’:::‘ Vintage OPEN
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880 Belvidere Road ¢ Belvidere, IL Redesign with Prima Retailer 815-895-4720

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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Byron High School wrestling team takes second at 2024 Metamora Holiday Classic

The Byron High School varsity wrestling team took second out of 14 schools at the 2024 Metamora Holiday Classic on Saturday, Dec. 21. Placewinners for the
Tigers included champions Jack Norris (120), Will Julian (157) and Jared Claunch (285) as well as runner-up finishers Brody Stien (165) and Jarett Ross (215).
Additional medalists included Hunter King (4th - 132), Dylan Dach (4th - 138) and Issac Alvarez (4th - 175). (Courtesy photo)

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Thank You Shell Gas
Station and Commu-
nity!

During the month of
December our local Shell
station collected dona-
tions for the library! With
your help they collected
over $150 in donations
and some books to fill our
shelves. We would like
to thank Shell for their
continuous supportof our
library and our communi-
ty through everything to
do! THANK YOU!

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, January 7" at 6pm!

Soup’s On! Come in,
choose your recipe, and
bring your dish to pass
at our next meeting! The
month we have the choice
of 2 great cookbooks
all about SOUP! There
are so many great and
comforting recipes-you
won’t want to miss this!
Meetings held potluck
style at the Senior Center
at 6pm.

Ink with a Friend
Monday, January 13
at Spm

We will be offering a
card-making class from
local crafter, Liz Gul-
lett. She will be here on
Monday, January 13" at
5pm! You will get all the

Oregon High School wrestling team finished second at Stillman Valley Holiday Tournament

The Oregon High School varsity wrestling team finished second out of 16 schools at the 2024 Stillman Valley Holiday Tournament on Saturday, Dec. 21. The Hawks
crowned three champions including Josiah Perez (113), Isaiah Perez (120) and Briggs Sellers (285) as well as three runner-up finishers including Nelson Benesh (132),
Ethan Mowry (157) and Andrew Young (175). Additional medalists included Jakob Moser (4th - 190), Landon Ege (5th - 126), Jackson Messenger (5th - 138), Jayden
Berry (6th - 150) and Jakobi Donegan (6th - 165). (Courtesy photo)

materials to make two
beautiful cards to take
home. Stop by to see the
samples, $5 fee when you
register. Registration is
limited so call the library
or stop by to save your
spot before January 6!
Lego Night! Thurs-
day,January 16" at 6pm
Bring the family out
for some awesome brick
building! We will pull
out#AlltheLegos for this
night and kids can build
whatever they can imag-
ine. Then, they can put a
name to their creation and
keep it on our display for
all to enjoy until the next
Lego night!
T-Rexplorers Pro-
gram on Saturday, Jan-
uary 18™ at 2pm
Dinosaur Discoveries!
Get kids excited about
science and nature with
a T-Rexplorers program!
See dinosaur bones up
close and get a glimpse
of what it’s like to go
on a Paleontological dig
with authentic dinosaur
fossils from species like
Triceratops and T-Rex.
If you come in early, you
can meet “Green Bean”
the baby Triceratops from
1:45-2:00!
Therapy Dog, Holly,

to Read with Kids Mon-
day, January 27

We have an exciting
opportunity at the Mount
Morris Library with Hol-
ly, a local therapy dog.
Holly will be here the 4™
Monday of each month
from 5pm until 6:30pm
for 15-minute time slots.
You can register a child
for a time slot using the
link in our Facebook
Events page! This pro-
gram is free for anyone,
but you must register to
let Holly know you will
be coming to visit!

Book Donations Wel-
come

Ourbook sale was such
a great success due to all
of your wonderful dona-
tions! We are accepting
donations again for the
next book sale! If you
have any media you no
longer need or want-bring
them to the Mount Morris
Library! We cannot ac-
cept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest
Condensed books, VHS
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Display Case Show-
ings

We have Christmas
in our cases! Stop by to
see our beautiful nativity
set and the lovely winter

scene all ready for Santa!
We are always looking
for collectors or artists
who are willing to share
their treasures in our
display cases. Ifyou are
interested, please call,
815-734-4927.

Explore More Illinois

Explore More Illinois
users can access and
reserve passes from any
of our attractions on the
Mount Morris Library
website, mtmorris-il.
org, under the resources
page. Visit the website to
browse attractions.

Lions Club Glasses
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for
eyeglass recycling are
available at the library.
When the boxes are full,
they are picked up by
local Lions members and
dropped off at collection
depots. These recycled
eyeglasses are given to
people in need, with the
help of various medical
missionaries, in Central
and South America and
around the world. When
the eyeglasses arrive in
these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription

eyeglasses that are as
close as possible to that
person’s sight needs.
When donating HEAR-
INGAIDS, please be sure
to place them in a small
box or hard-covered case
so they donot get crushed
or damaged.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends
work better? Do youhave
aprogram you would like
to share/lead? Contact
Mary Cheatwood at the
library through email at
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org
or call 815-734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy to many, and
doubles in value. Your
memorial gift to the
library is matched by
the Mt. Morris Library
Foundation, doubling
your generosity! Many
thanks to all who gave
memorial gifts in 2023.

Newspaper Avail-
able!

We will now bereceiv-
ing the Dixon Telegraph
daily! We receive the
Ogle County Life, Sauk
Valley, and Mt. Morris
Times. If you want to

keep up with the local
news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is
available!

We want to remind
everyone that you still
have the option of having
your materials delivered
to your vehicle. If you
have holds waiting for
you, call us to tell us you
are on your way, and we
will bring them out to
your vehicle when you
arrive. Callusifyouneed
more information.

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
per black and white
page). We fax ($2 for
the first page and $0.50
each additional page).
We can scan a document
and send it to email ($2
per document). You can
use a computer without
a library card for $1.00.
Resume software is avail-
able on our computers.
Come visit us and let us
help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm
at the library unless oth-
erwise noted. The public
is welcome to attend.
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division

Randy Gaul
Polo, Illinois 61046

815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

motive
& P Lloyd Duncan

309 N Wesley Ave
© Mt Marris IL 61054

779-340-0734

%
e
12

Contact Eric

B15.973.9951

Vatieycraft |5

CUSt%gl)ine;u 815.900.2090

Handerafted quality fo ast a lifefime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

{ Kitchen - Bath- Laundry - Office - and more!
& Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

Q' Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

CONCRETE
Neil Wills

President / Owner

e

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC, 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

D i

FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

CONCRETE
'/?‘ow cou we 40/71« 7\‘0 £33 ‘.7

/ \
<Yoder- -
*Floors
—~—— *Walkways
C eDriveways
C *Resealing
*Decorative

oncrete
‘onstruction

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

HAIR CARE

Leaf River Kutz
122 Main Street <Leaf River |l '

o

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS  815-738-6122

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS . Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K&J £
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen

cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL! iiman Valley, IL

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

» New Construction » Roofing * Windows - Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding -+ Painting - Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring  * Decks

Free Estimates  Lead Certified

815-761-1626

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LLc

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE AR
GROOMING Ry

© Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

REAL ESTATE

If you are looking for a Realtor with
Experience & Knowledge, contact

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462
sharon.bowers@remax.net
404 W_ Blackhawk “gmap RE/MAX
Drive, Byron, IL PROFESSIONAL
815-234-4663 ADVANTAGE

Independently owned & operated. w0 @

PR (auo® o Eropy oelive,
B0 4 oy “Ury
et dge our s
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

TREE REMOVAL

“Your Trees

,O OVE Deserve a
7l ehtecelteee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

ISR

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
 Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

: Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P:779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

ERVICE CALL SPECIAL

995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

WWWARRSWHEELREPAIR COM/NWILLINOIS

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, ILC@

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage =
= Stump grinding =

= Climbing specialist = ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

OcGLE CouNTY
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

Wouldn't you like your business
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125
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BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Mitten Tree:

Mittens to wear; Hats
for their hair; Scarves
for their neck: Gloves
too? Check. Our annual
Mitten Tree is now on
display through the end
of December. Please help
decorate our Mitten Tree
with thick, warm mittens,
gloves, hats, and scarves
forall ages. Items will be
distributed through New
Life Community Center
in January.

LEGO Club: Mon-
day, January 6th at

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Did you know...that
the Byron Library has a
large collection of LPs
available to check out? Vi-
nyl records have grown in
popularity again, and the
library has a wide selec-
tion of records to choose
from. If you don’t have
a player at home to listen
to them on, don’t worry!
The Byron Library also
has a portable turntable
available for checkout in

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Com-
munity Center!

5:00PM: As you get
back in the groove after
the holidays, don’t forget
we have LEGO Club on
the first Monday of the
month at S5pm.

Stories With Sta-
cey: Thursdays at
10:00AM: We hope you
had fun this fall at Stories
With Stacey. We will take
a few weeks off and look
forward to seeing you
again on January 9th!

January Book of
the Month: In Eleanor
Oliphant is Completely

Fine by Gail Honeyman,
Eleanor Oliphant is a
socially awkward person
who avoids contact with
other people as much as
possible and speaks what
is on her mind. When
she meets Raymond and
together they help Sam-
my, she comes to realize
that she doesn’t have to
be isolated from other
people. A heartwarming
story of rescue from
isolation. Stop by the
circulation desk to pick
up a copy today.

January Take &
Make Craft: Kick off
the new year by picking
up a craft to work on at
home. There is a vari-
ety to choose from this
month.

Ato Z Reading Chal-
lenge: Have you finished
your Ato Z Reading Chal-
lenge? Bring your list
into the library for a prize
and to be entered into the
Grand Prize Drawing to
be held in early January!

Coloring Pag-
es: Don’t forget we have

new coloring pages each
week available for you to
choose from. Enjoy a re-
laxing evening athome as
the weather turns to fall.
Card Making: Card
Making supplies are al-
ways available for you
to create with. Call ahead
for room availability.
Plastic Recycling: We
ask that you make sure
plastic is clean with
no debris in the dona-
tion. *No animal feed
bags are allowed* Also
please remove any zip-

loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES:

Adult Books

The Wildes by Louis
Bayard

A Truth Revealed by
Tracie Peterson

Trial By Fire by Dan-
ielle Steel

Picture Books

WhatJames Likes Best
by Amy Schwartz

DVDs

If

Reagan

our “Library of Things”!

Creative Studio
Our Creative Studio is
open on Sunday after-
noons and two evenings
a week, so stop by for
monthly crafts and to use
our maker space equip-
ment! Crafts out on the
tables are free of charge,
while some other projects
will incur a cost depend-
ing on materials. Middle
school and high school

youth can use some of
the materials while with
an adult, or during Teen
Time. Creative Studio
hours: Sunday 1 -5:00 pm,
Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm
& 5-18:00 pm, Tuesday 9
am - 1:00 pm & 5 — 8:00
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am
—1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00
am — 1:00 pm, Friday &
Saturday closed.
Check
Our Mobile

out
App

Did you know that there
is an easy way to use the
library from your phone?
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone
or mobile device and log
in with your library card
number and PIN! You’ll
be able to view your
checkouts and holds, re-
new renewable materials,
andsearch the library cata-
log. There’s even adigital
copy of your library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107. Not sure what you
want? Call us for help!
We will call or email you
with a confirmation when
your holds are ready to be
picked up. Call us when
you arrive at the library,

and we will bring your
items out to you, already
checked out. A receipt
with your due dates will be
included with your items.
Visitthe Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at
byronlibrary.org, to keep
up to date on library news
and programs! Be sure to
also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library
Teen Instagram pages!

Friday January 37
at 11:00 am we will
have diamond painting.
Paintings are available

for purchase.

Our Computer Lab is
open! Hours are 9 am
to 1 pm and on Friday,

January 10" we will be
providing a computer
class on Email Basics.
Join us at 10: 00 am if

interested.

Tuesday, January 14®
we will have a potluck at
noon with a presentation

of our recent trip to New
Orleans. Bring a dish to
pass and see what The
Center trips are like!

United Church of Byron offering weekly yoga on Wednesdays

BYRON — Need to
improve your flexibility,
balance, strength and
improve your overall
well-being? Have to
work around a stiff back
or shoulder, an aching

knee or hip?

Try YOGA WITH
BEVERLEE once a
week on Wednesday
mornings, 9to 10:30 am,
in the Fellowship Hall
at the United Church of

Byron, located at 701
West Second Street in
Byron.

Beverlee provides
a rigorous, yet gen-
tle workout that works
around any physical lim-

itations with supportive
props and instruction. A
session costs $14. First
session is free.

We have all the props
to get you started. Just
wear comfortable cloth-

ing, park in the northeast
parking lot, and enter
at the back door near
the courtyard with the
bell. A sign on the door,

welcome you, no matter
your level of experience
or capability.

For more information
or questions, please call

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org o call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen,/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children's Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available

at 6:30pm

Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm
For complete minisiry schedule and other activities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”

Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010

Pastor: Gary Corfese

Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift af 6:30PM
Find us on Facehook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA UNITED METHODIST

(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmil.com Adult & Children's Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

BYRON

Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays

6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL- Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org

CHANA

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.

FORRESTON

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston

A A D

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setfing.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 « Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Sunday Morning: 9:30am Bible Classes for all ages
10:30am Worship Service with nursery available. Live siream available ot
leafriver.church/live-now
6941 N. Mt. Morris Rd., Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205
|eafriverbc@gmail.com
leafriver.church

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuelindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
8153934500 * office@immanuellindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 15t and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanueHindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library time. Snacks and coffee.
Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., M. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
(Childcare and Children's Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-7344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship fime
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 7346354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 8157322960

MOUNT MORRIS

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.

Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) meet weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.

We look forward to meeting you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. ©
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com © Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 . Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse wil lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM st & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Armold ™ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun
e?vironmem where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete minisiry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org  E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
1145, 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois * 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffes, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

“Yoga Today”, and a thechurch office at 815-
small group inside will 234-8777.
FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH

801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588  Jeremy Heller, Pastor

Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 fo 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCESV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088 "
ou
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 0
Pastor Phil Thompson

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY
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Last week at Julia Hull District Storytime, young library patrons joined Miss Kelly for a holiday pajama party with festive games, stories and crafts.

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Join us in person at the
library for songs, stories
and crafts! Ages 2-5.
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Fun Day Monday:
Winter Animal Art

The weather outside
may be frightful, butthe art
we’remaking is delightful!
We’ll craft beautiful mas-
terpieces featuring winter
animals, and inspired by
mosaics and stained glass.
Monday, Jan. 20, 1 p.m.
Ages 5-9. Registration
required:815-645-8611.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Preschool Story Time
(18 months — 6 years)

Story Time is back on
Monday, January 6 at 10
am.  Stories, crafts and
friends to share books...all
at your Library! Registra-
tion is required, visit wWww.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
or call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs

Cocktails and Crime
will meet on January 19,
so stop by the Library to
find out what book, what
time and where it will
meet. Books on Tap Book
Club will meet on January
23 at 6 pm at Cork & Tap
to discuss The House Maid
by Freida McFadden and
Maybe Next Time by Cesca
Major. The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, January 8, at
12:30todiscuss Moby Dick
by Herman Melville. The
Afternoon Book Club
meets Wednesday, January
15 at 1 pm to discuss The
Children’s Blizzard by
Melanie Benjamin. Is This
Just Fantasy? Book Club
will meet January 21 at
6pm to discuss A Study in
Drowning by Ava Reid.

Chicago Pizza: Past,
Present & Future with
Steve Dolinsky- Thurs-
day, January 9 at 7 pm

Famed Food Guy re-
porter at NBC 5 (Chicago),
Steve Dolinksy has won 13
James Beard Awards for his
TV,radioand podcastwork.
Steve is also the producer
and host of Pizza City, a
bi-monthly podcast fea-
turing some of the nation’s
greatest pizza makers. In
2022, he launched Pizza
City Fest in Chicago. Now
in four cities, the events

European Travel 2025
Updates

Thinking about plan-
ning a European vacation
this year? The rules for
European travel are about
to change. Join frequent
flers, Joanna and Wayne,
as they share the scoop
on Europe’s new ETIAS
program requiring US
travelers to obtain travel
visas. Plus, we’ll cover
other important EU travel
news and trends for 2025.
Monday, Jan. 27, 6 p.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Community Blood
Drive

In the aftermath of Hur-
ricanes Miltonand Helene,
the American Red Cross
is facing an urgent blood
shortage. We’re stepping
up to help by hosting a
blood drive. Be a hero in
our community—donate
blood and make a differ-
ence for those in need!
Your contribution can save
lives. Friday, Jan. 31 from
8 am. - 1 p.m. Register
by calling the library at
815-645-8611 or online
at http://www.redcross-
blood.org/.

Tween Scene: Lunar
New Year Celebration

Comecelebrate the Year

of the Snake! We’ll learn
about Chinese New Year
through snacks, games
and crafts. Tuesday, Feb.
4, 6 p.m. Ages 10-13.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Jumbo
Blocks

Indulge your little one’s
curiosity with a hands-on
event just for them. Join
us for some imaginative
play with oversized jumbo
blocks? Friday, Feb. 7, 10
a.m. Ages 1-4. Registra-
tion required: 815-645-
8611.

Costume Character
Storytime: Duck!

It’s Monday and
school’s out for the day!
Join us for storytime and
craft featuring the popular
books from the “Click
Clack” ... series by Do-
reen Cronin. We’ll read
books, sing songs and have
a great time. Duck will
join us for fun and photos.
Monday, Feb. 17, 1 p.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Introduction to Ances-
try & Genealogy Basics

Are you a newbie to
genealogy research? This
class is intended for you.
Join us for a very basic
introduction to family

history and using Ancestry
Library Edition. Tuesday,
Feb. 25, 6 p.m. Registra-
tion required: 815-645-
8611.

Trivia Night at the
Library Fundraiser

Gather a team and
join us at your favorite
library in the Valley to help
Friends of the Libraryraise
funds to support library
programs and services.
Teams of 4-6 players for
variety trivia in rounds.
Friday, Feb.28,7p.m.$10/
player. Advanced registra-
tion is required. Call the
library formore details and
toregister: 815-645-8611.

bring together 40 of the
region’s best pizzerias
baking live on electric and
wood-fired ovens. Steve
is also the author of two
pizza books. Join him
to dish on The Ultimate
Chicago Pizza Guide:
A History of Squares &
Slices in the Windy City,
his comprehensive guide
to the styles, locales and
peoplethat make the Windy
City aprime destination for
slices and pies.

Steve grew up in a
kosher home in St. Cloud,
Minnesota and it wasn’t
until he was a teenager that
he began to fall inlove with
food. After graduating from
the University of Wiscon-
sin,and moving to Chicago
to work as a reporter for
CLTV, Steve caught his
big break in 1995 when
the station launched Good
Eating, a weekly program
that mirrored the Tribune’s
food section. After eight
years, Steve moved to
ABC 7, Chicago’s #1
news station, where he
produced two original
reports every week under
the moniker, The Hungry
Hound. Since 2014, Steve
has hosted The Feed Pod-
cast with Chicago chef/
restaurateur Rick Bayless, a
podcast covering the world
of food from their profes-
sional perspectives. He is
also a judge on Iron Chef
America and has served
as one of the 27 Regional
Academy Chairs for the
World’s 50 Best Restau-
rants for the past 13 years.
Steve lives and works in
Chicago, Illinois. Register
at: https://bit.ly/ILP_Ste-

veDolinsky

This event is made pos-
sible by Illinois Libraries
Present (ILP), a statewide
collaborationamongpublic
libraries offering premier
events. ILP is funded in
part by a grant awarded by
the Illinois State Library, a
department of the Office
of Secretary of State, using
funds provided by the U.S.
Institute of Museum and
Library Services, underthe
provisions of the Library
Services and Technology
Act (LSTA). ILP is com-
mitted to inclusion and
accessibility. To request
accommodations, please
email illinoislibrariespre-
sent@gmail.com

Try It Tuesday — Tues-
day,January14at1:30pm
or 5:30 pm (Choose your
time slot)

Frosted Luminaries!
Let’s bring some relaxing
light to our homes this
winter season. This is an
adult only class, 18 and
up. Registration required,
please call (815) 732-2724
or visit www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

Ink with A Friend
MonthlyCard Club-Mon-
day, January 20" at
6:00pm

Sending personal cards
to your friends and family
is a way to let them know
you care and are thinking
about them. All designs
include beautiful colored
cardstock, gorgeous de-
signer series paper, de-
tailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.

Whether you’re anew card
maker or a seasoned pro,
our kits are suited to every
skill level. Don’t wait!
Sign up today to reserve
your spot. Oregon Patrons
only. Registrationrequired
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com
Craft Swap — Satur-
day, January 25" from

10am-3pm
What is a craft
swap? “It’s when you

gather up all the craft
supplies, materials, tools,
and accessories that have
been hanging out in your
craft room collecting dust
for a while and give them
away to someone who will
actually use them. You
know that phrase “one
person’s trash is another’s
treasure?” That definitely
appliesto crafting. Youmay
have been hanging onto
the same scrapbook paper
and ribbons for three years,
but someone might be able
to use it. So, collect your
items, bring them to the
Library January 23, after
5 pm or anytime Friday,
January 24. Then, come
back and “shop” the swap
on Saturday from 10am-
3pm. If you’d like any
items back after the swap
that were not taken, please
label with your name and
phone number.
Functional Fitness —
Wednesdays at 9:30am
In this class, we use
exercises based on whole-
body movements torestore
posture, improve body
mechanics, build strength
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We
start with a slow warm-up

followed by core exercis-
es — then explore how to
utilize these tools based on
real situations in daily life.
Bring your yoga mat! All
levels are welcome. - OR-
EGON PATRONS ONLY
-Registrationrequired, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

Knit & Crochet-Mon-
days at 1:00pm

This group meets every
Monday at 1 pmandisopen
to anyone. From beginner
to expert, all skill level are
welcome to join. Bring
any hand craft and work on
it while socializing. Need
help getting started with
your knitting project, stop
in on a Monday. Regis-
tration is requested, vis-
ithttp://www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com or call (815)
732-2724.

New- Photo Printer at
the library!

The library now has a
photo printer capable of
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10,
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on a
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm
and see what it can print
for you!

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvestingyour garden?
Have extra seeds? Donate
them to the community
seed library. We have seed
envelops for you to fill for
our collection. Seeds are
FREE for anyone.

Oregon Writers Group
- meets the 2nd Tuesday
of the month at 10:00am

The OWGisagathering
of writers or writer-wan-
nabes who meet to support

each other and further their
own writing. The purpose
of the group is to help and
encourage you in your
writing. If you need brain-
stormingideas, we canhelp
suggestideas oraid withthe
creative process.

Passport Services

The Oregon Public
Library offers Passport
Application Processing.
Patrons seeking Passport
Services should call the
Library prior to their visit
to ensure that an official
processorisavailableatthat
time and for a checklist of
items, you will need for the
appointment.

Find A Character
Ticket!

What is a Character
Ticket? A character Ticket
represents an image of a
character from thatspecific
book. Character Tickets
will be hidden in various
books inthe children/youth
book collection. After you
check outabook andfinda
characterticketinthe book,
youmay adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home.
Open to Oregon Public
Library cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Story &
Oregon Public Library
StoryWalk @Oregon
Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story- The Snow Thief by
Alice Hemming At the
StoryWalk is Arctic Song
by Miriam Moss.

Congratulationsto Shel-
by for winning the Decem-
ber-If You Take a Mouse
to the Movies-Story Walk
I Spy Contest!

OCSWMD releases Christmas tree recycling information

OREGON — The hol-
iday season is in full swing
but soon it will be time for
the décor to be put away and
your Christmas tree will be
taken down as well. The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Department
(OCSWMD) is once again
coordinating Christmas tree
recycling in Ogle County.

Starting Dec. 26 live trees
can be dropped off at the fol-

lowinglocations. Thesetrees
will be ground up intousable
mulch instead of going to
a landfill. Mulch will be
available at no cost for pick-
up at most locations. Please
remove all decorations,
lights, garland, and water
stand. Ifusing a tree bag for
transport, pleaseremovetree
from bag and keep the bag
foruse next year. Only trees
are accepted at these drop-

off points, wreaths or other
designs with metal frames
areunabletobemulchedand
are not accepted.

The drop-off locations
are as follows and will be in
operation from Dec. 26 to
Jan. 17, 2025:

Byron: Byronboatlaunch
lot, East Blackhawk Drive
(Illinois Route 2)

Forreston: 407 N. Locust
St.

Leaf River: 208 Railroad
St. (near water treatment
plant)

Monroe Center: Lichty’s
Landscaping, 309 Pacific
St. (south of railroad tracks)

Mt. Morris/ Oregon: Or-
egon Park District Mainte-
nance Dept., 507 Hill St.

Polo: Southwest corner,
EastColden Streetand South
Green Avenue.

Rochelle: The city will

chip trees at the curb the
first two weeks of January,
non-resident drop-off at
Atwood Park, 10" Avenue
& 20™ Street.

In some areas, local high
school FFA groups from
Byron, Forreston, Oregon,
and Polo high schools will
be collecting trees at the curb
on Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025.
Please have your tree at the
curbby8a.m. forthisservice.

Aswiththe drop-off, remove
all decorations and please do
not place the tree in a bag.
The areas where this service
isprovidedare: Adeline, Bai-
leyville, Byron, Forreston,
German Valley, Mt. Morris,
Oregon, and Polo.

For more information
about this program, please
contact the OCSWMD at
815-732-4020 or visit www.
oglecountyil.gov.
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Farm Bureau scholarship applications available

OGLE COUNTY —
The Ogle County Farm
Bureau is pleased to an-
nounce that applications
for their 2025 Scholarship
Program will be avail-
able beginning January
5th to graduating high
school seniors, or those
enrolled at an accredited
university. Farm Bureau
members may pick up or
have applications mailed.
Applications can also be
downloaded fromthe Ogle
County Farm Bureau web-
site at www.oglefb.org

This year the organiza-
tion will award nine total
scholarships each in the
amount of $2000.

The Don Bybee Memo-
rial Scholarship is jointly
funded by the Bybee fam-

ily and the Ogle County
Farm Bureau. Mr. Bybee
served for many years as a
director on the Ogle Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Board and
offering this scholarship
recognizes his passion
for offering opportunities
for Ogle County youth to
advance their education.
Also available is a
scholarship funded jointly
by the Ogle County Pork
Producers Association
and the Farm Bureau. The
Mark Detig Memorial
Scholarship will be award-
ed annually. Mr. Detig
served as past president
and director on the pork
producers association
board of directors and
was involvedin4-H youth
activities in Ogle County.

These scholarships are
in addition to the Del
Flessner Memorial Schol-
arship, honoring the for-
mer manager of the Ogle
County Farm Bureau; and
two $1000 General Farm
Bureau Scholarships.

George R LeFevre Me-
morial Scholarship is a
scholarship funded by
the Jeff and Joyce Trem-
ble Family and the Farm
Bureau. It recognizes Mr.
LeFevre forhis lifetime of
service to agriculture and
youth education in Ogle
County. It will be awarded
toarecipient studyingina
field of agriculture.

Mary R LeFevre Me-
morial Scholarship is a
scholarship funded by
the Jeff and Joyce Trem-

ble Family and the Farm
Bureau. Itrecognizes Mrs.
LeFevre for her dedicated
service in the healthcare
profession and involve-
ment with youth educa-
tion. It will be awarded
to a recipient studying in
a healthcare related field.
The Susan Young schol-
arship honors her for her
years of dedication serving
the agriculture community
in Ogle County. It will
be awarded to a recipient
majoring in an agriculture
related field of study.
Two general Farm Bu-
reau scholarships will also
be awarded to winning
recipients, along with an
Ag Technology Scholar-
ship will be awarded. It
will be awarded to stu-

dents studying in an ag
technology field similar
to diesel mechanics, crop
technician or similar fields
of study.

Eligible applicants
must meet the following
criteria: must be a high
school graduate; must
be an Ogle County Farm
Bureau member or depen-
dent of amember; mustbe
accepted at an accredited
university or college and
pursue an agricultural or
agricultural-related field
of study; must be a resi-
dent of Illinois; and must
demonstrate a financial
need.

Applicants canbe grad-
uating high school seniors
or students currently en-
rolled in an accredited

college or university.

Applicants successfully
completed and submitted
will be judged on criteria
including: academic per-
formance, demonstrated
interest in agriculture,
financial need and char-
acter/personality.

Those interested in
receiving a scholarship
application should contact
the Ogle County Farm
Bureau at 732-2231; or
stop by their office at 421
W Pines Rd, in Oregon,
I1. Applications can also
be downloaded by visit-
ing our website at www.
oglefb.org

All applications and
accompanying materials
must be received no later
than April 1, 2025.

Affordable health screenings coming to Mt. Morris

MT.MORRIS —Resi-
dents living in and around
the Mt. Morris can learn
about their risk for car-
diovascular disease, os-
teoporosis, diabetes, and
other chronic, serious

conditions with afford-
able screenings by Life
Line Screening. Allure of
Pinecrest Grove will host
this community event on
Jan. 20. Thesite is locat-
edat500 Evergreen Lane

in Mt. Morris.

Screenings can check
for:

The level of plaque
buildup in your arter-
ies, related to risk for
cardiovascular disease,

stroke and overall vas-
cular health; HDL and
LDL Cholesterol levels;
Diabetes risk; kidney
and thyroid function, and
more.

Screenings are afford-

ableand convenient. Free
parking is also available.

Special package pric-
ing starts at $159, but
consultants will work
with you to create a
package that is right

Weekly Brain Busters

ing Crossword
ACROSS 1 [2 |3 |4 8 |9 [10 [11
1 Screen star
Lamarr 12 14
5 Abrupt turn 15
8 Wild party
12 Half a sextet |18
13 Equi- o
14 Tennis great -:
Arthur 23 |24 |25
15 Crystal-
tapping 30
sound
16 Solicit %8
patveny &
shaped
bloom 40 |41 |42
20 Herrlngs' 7 48
cousins
21 Squealer 50 51
22 Chemical suf-
fix 53 54
23 Montana city
26 Scare badly 50 "No —!" 5 "Hush!" 29 "You bet!"
30 Buckeyes' ("Sure thing!") 6 On the 31 However
sch. 51 Quibble Aegean, say 34 ICU hookup
31 Tibetan 52 Sandwich 7 Inherited 35 Pond duck
bovine option 8 Tub user 36 In shape
32 "Ulalume" 53 "Auld Lang 9 China setting 37 Hermits
writer —" 10 Not barefoot 39 Davis of
33 Dress store 54 Away from 11 Coop group "Jezebel"
section SSW 17 "— It 40 Actor Omar
36 Broadway 55 Ladies of Romantic?" 41 Quite
duds Spain (Abbr.) 19 Scot's refusal 42 Lay — the line
38 Cat doc 22 "A spider!" 43 Nabokov
39 Life story DOWN 23 Jazzy style novel
40 Madonnarole 1 URL opener 24 Exploit 44 Love god
43 "Cutie," e.g. 2 Toledo's lake 25 Boy king 45 "— 18" (Uris
47 Peevish 3 Force 26 Mas' mates novel)
49 Actor 4 Dairy case 27 Wall St. debut 46 Right angles
Jannings buy 28 Dandy guy 48 Raggedy doll
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

for you based on your
age and risk factors.
Call 1-877-237-1287
or visit our website at
www.lifelinescreening.
com. Pre-registration is
required.

MAGIC MAZE ® MAKEUP

TERMS

PZ XV GNTIULTIOFSOQOM
KIGEHCAYVWAUS S QP
NLGNTITTES S JCHHF E
CDWATERLTINESFAY
XRVUTL S QPNDBUAME
KAGNTIBORTSEIRLIJY
HP F NNEGNTIIKAUBTLCE
B 11 ZGNITRUOTNOZCO
GNITLPPITS SYXAUVL
GGE S AERCTUCVFTUA
TRQGNI THGTILHGTIH
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: OVEN COOKING
Contouring Fallout Highlighting Stippling
Cut crease Fan brush Hitting pan Strobing
Draping Foiling Overlining Waterline
Face beat Halo eye Setting

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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At the recent 4-H Achievement Day Awards, many 4-H club members did a great job. The Leaf River Soaring Eagles 4-H Club had many members honored. President
Kaden Lingbeck, Vice President Grant Johnson, Secretary David Wehler, Treasurer Kaeden Motszko and Historian Kaden Lingbeck were all honored with the
Outstanding Club Officer Achievement Awards.

Leaf River Soaring Eagles celebrate Achievement Day

LEAF RIVER — At
the recent 4-H Achieve-
ment Day Awards, many
4-H club members did a
great job. The Leaf River
Soaring Eagles 4-H Club
had many members hon-
ored.

President Kaden Ling-
beck, Vice President Grant
Johnson, Secretary David

Wehler, Treasurer Kaeden
Motszko and Historian
Kaden Lingbeck were
all honored with the Out-
standing Club Officer
Achievement Awards.
Johnson and Lydia Sher-
burne received acknowl-
edgement for being Ogle
County 4-H Ambassadors.
Four members received

the Ogle County Top 30
Awards; David Bagwell
for Robotics, Johnson
for Poultry, Sherburne
and Wehler for Food and
Nutrition. Gold County
Project Honor winners
were Bagwell in Robot-
ics, Lingbeck in Poultry,
Sherburne and Wehler in
Food and Nutrition. Silver

County Project Honor
winners were Johnson in
Poultry and Motszko in
College and Career Read-
iness. Silver Club 4-H
Clover Award winners
were Johnson and Lucy
Miller. Gold Club 4-H
Clover Award winners
were Bagwell, Lingbeck,
Motszko, Sherburne and

Wehler. The club also
had two Junior Leader
recognitions for Bagwell
and Sherburne. The Leaf
River Soaring Eagles 4-H
club received the State
Club Award for Com-
munity Service. These
4-H members as well as
those in the other club all
worked hard this past year.

We look forward to seeing
what they will all do this
year. Great job everyone!
Ifyouare looking fora fun
outside of school activity,
consider a 4-H club. For
more information on the
LeafRiver Soaring Eagles
4-H Club, please contact
Nickie Lingbeck at (815)
275-2492.

OES recognized among 2025 Best Elementary Schools

OREGON - Oregon
Elementary School has
been ranked among the
2025 Best Elementary
Schoolsrankings by U.S.
News & World Report.

The rankings include
more than 79,000 public
elementary and mid-
dle schools across the
country. Schools are
ranked at the state and
district level, with Best
Charter Schools ranked

as a stand-alone catego-
ry. This is the first time
OES has ever earned this
recognition.

“Our staff has worked
tremendously hard the
past several years at
improving outcomes for
students and providing a
quality experience for all
stakeholders. I am proud
ofthe work we have done
to earn this recognition
and am committed to

continuing to strive for
excellence in all that we
do,” OES Principal Ryan
Huels said.

The methodology fo-
cusesonstatecassessments
of students who were pro-
ficient or above proficient
in mathematics and read-
ing/language arts while
accounting for student
backgrounds, achieve-
ment in core subjects,
and how well schools are

educating their students.
Student-teacher ratios are
applied to break ties in the
overall score.

The 2025 Best Ele-
mentary and Best Mid-
dle Schools rankings
are based on publicly
available data from the
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. For district-level
rankings, at least two
of the top performing
schools must rank in the

top 75% ofthe overall ele-
mentary or middle school
rankings to qualify for
district-level recognition.
“Schools play a vital
role in our communities.
Parents want to ensure
that the schools their
child attends provide a
high-quality learning
environment,” LaMont
Jones, managingeditor for
education at U.S. News.
“The 2025 Best Elemen-

tary and Middle Schools
rankings not only offer
accessible data but it
also provides a valuable
insight into how well
elementary and middle
schools are supporting
and preparing students
for high school.”

Link to report
- https://www.usnews.
com/education/k12/illi-
nois/oregon-elementa-
ry-school-208519

On Wednesday, Jan. 1, Polo Lions member Randy Ocken and his wife Nancy load their car with groceries to deliver to three people. This service is provided by the Polo
Lions Club free of charge and done every Wednesday. Happy New Year from the Polo Lions Club. (Courtesy photos)
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Community Unity

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every
$100 spent in independently
owned stores, $68 returns to the
community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Ogle
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don't
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a halil
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits
Of Shopping
Ogle County
First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time Is money. It’s simple math
(especially when you figure in
gas mileage.) Shopping locally
can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you

do business of any kind in Ogle

County, it creates and maintains
jobs for others in our area .

A healthy employment rate is the

cornerstone of all economies.

How can you help the economy

recover? Start at home.

OcGLE COUNTY
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be
received by the Ogle
County Highway De-
partment, Oregon, II-
linois until 2:00 P.M.,
January 10, 2025, for
the purchase of the fol-
lowing new equipment:
1) One (1) Gooseneck
Lowboy Trailer.

2) Two (2) Tandem Axle
Dump Trucks with 13’

body.
Specifications for the
new equipment are

available at the Ogle
County Highway De-
partment, 1989 South
IL Rt. 2, Oregon, IL
between the hours of
7:00 AM. and 3:30
P.M. Monday - Friday.
Also available online at
www.oglecountyil.gov.
Call 815-732-2851 with
questions. The Road
and Bridge Committee
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all
bids.

No. 1223

(Dec. 23, 30, 2024 and
Jan. 6, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
Buffalo Township that
a Public Hearing will be
held Thursday, January
30, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
at the Old Ogle County
Courthouse, Third Floor
County Board Room
#317, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to con-
sider the request filed
December 17, 2024 of

OneEnergy  Develop-
ment, LLC, %Eric Udel-
hofen, VP Develop-

ment, 10 N. Livingston
St., Ste. 201, Madison,
WI for a Special Use
Permit in the AG-1 Ag-
ricultural District to al-
low the construction &
operation of a 2MWac
community solar facil-
ity (Lupine Solar 2) on
the property described
as follows and being
leased by the petition-
ers:

Part of the West Half
(W1/2) of the North-
west Quarter (NW1/4)
of Section 22 Buffalo
Township 23N, RS8E
of the 4th P.M., Ogle
County, IL, 16.13 acres
of the 75.05 acre site,
more or less

Property Identification
Number: Part of 14-22-
100-006

Common Location:
3200 block of S. Union
Rd.

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County

A A 3 “ N
&% A0
Advertise in ou

AUCTIONISECTION

Deadlines
Wednesday
at5p.m.
Call 815-732-21 56L

Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 17th day of
December 2024

No. 0104

(January 6, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
White Rock Township
that a Public Hearing
will be held Thursday,
January 30, 2025 at
6:00 P.M. at the Old
Ogle County Court-
house, Third Floor
County Board Room
#317, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to con-
sider the request filed
December 17, 2024 of
Kabbage Patch LLC,
%Keith Kehl, 236 Ko-
bert Dr., Lebanon, KY
(Seller); and Emaar
Real Estate, LLC, %
Farruh  Amonov, 707B
Davis Rd., Suite 201,
Elgin, IL (Buyer) for a
Special Use Permit in
the B-1 Business Dis-
trict to allow the opera-
tion of a truck & trailer
repair, maintenance,
mechanic shop, park-
ing and related ancillary
uses incidental thereto.
The proposed site is
described as follows,
owned by Kabbage
Patch, LLC and being
purchased by Emaar
Real Estate, LLC:

Part of the Southwest
Quarter (SW1/4)  of
the Southeast Quarter
(SE1/4) of Section 24
in White Rock Township
41North, Range 1 East
of the 4th P.M., Ogle
County, IL, 4.90 acres,
more or less

Property Identification
Number(s): 18-24-400-
004, -005, & -006
Common Location:
14742 E. IL Rte. 64 (for-
mer Timberman Tree
Service site)

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County
Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning

OGLE COUNTY

Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 17th day of
December 2024

No. 0105

(January 6, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
Maryland Township that
a Public Hearing will be
held Thursday, January
30, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.
at the Old Ogle County
Courthouse, Third Floor
County Board Room
#317, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to con-
sider the request filed
December 13, 2024 of
Kevin Gordon, 6903 W.
White Eagle Rd., Leaf
River, IL (Seller); and
Nikolas & Merri Cruz,
11852 W. Canada Rd.,
Polo, IL (Purchaser) for
a Special Use Permit
in the AG-1 Agricultur-
al District to allow the
operation of a recre-
ational tent/RV camp-
ground and full service
restaurant at an exist-
ing cabin campground
site. The proposed site
is described as follows,
owned by Kevin Gordon
and being purchased by
Nikolas & Merri Cruz:
Part of the Southwest
Quarter (SW1/4) of
the Southwest Quar-
ter (SW1/4) of Section
21; and part of the
North Half (N1/2) of
the Southeast Quarter
(SE1/4) of Section 20
in Maryland Township
25 North, Range 9 East
of the 4th P.M., Ogle
County, IL, 9.28 acres,
more or less

Property Identification
Number(s): Part of 03-
21-300-010 and part of
03-20-400-001 Com-
mon Location: 6903
W. White Eagle Rd. aka
Camp Kupugani/Camp
White Eagle

All persons in atten-
dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wish-
es to appear as an in-
terested party with the
right to cross-examine
others at the hearing
must complete and file
an appearance form
with the Ogle County
Planning & Zoning De-
partment no later than
five (5) business days
before the date of the
hearing. The applica-
tion for this special use
is on file with detailed
description and avail-
able for examination at
the Planning & Zoning
Department, 911 Pines
Rd., Oregon, lllinois or
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-
ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF

APPEALS

RANDY OCKEN, Chair-
man

Dated at Oregon, llli-
nois this 13th day of
December 2024

No. 0106

(January 6, 2025)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
OGLE COUNTY
Request of Michael Jan

Schmerse

Case No. 2024MR40
Filed December 12,
2024

There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Michael Jan Schmerse
to the new name of Mi-
chael Jon Thomas

The court date will be
held on February 19,
2025 at 9:00 a.m. at
106 5th St., Oregon,
Ogle County, in Court-
room #304.

No. 0107
(Jan. 6,
2025)

13 and 20,

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on December
17, 2024 a certificate
was filed in the Ogle
County Clerk’s Office
setting forth the names
and post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:
Shortmeadow
and Bones
12795 N Kennedy Hill
Rd
Byron, IL 61010
Dated December
2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk
No. 0108
(Jan. 6,
2025)

Bugs

17,

13 and 20,

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept

103

AUCTIONS

Ogle & Carroll County, IL

FARMLAND AUCTION

Tuesday, February 4™, 2025 at 10:30 A.M

Sale online and onsite at: Mill Wheel

337 N Main Ave
Milledgeville, IL 61051

388.48 Surveyed Acres Selling in 4 parcels-
NO COMBINATIONS
OPEN TENANCY FOR 2025
Section 22 Brookville Township, Ogle County, IL

Parcel A 25.971 Surveyed Acres
Parcel B 155.372 Surveyed Acres

Section 33 Lima Township, Carroll County, IL
Parcel C 131.089 Surveyed Acres
Parcel D 76.048 Surveyed Acres

For Information Contact:
Lenny Bryson — Auctioneer
Ph) 815-946-4120

For complete listing of survey, sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & conditions, etc. visit
www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com
Online Bidding through www.Equipmentfacts.com
Must register 2 days prior to land auction.

Owner, Carol Martz Estate
Jeff & Jerry Martz, Co-Executors

Attorney, Robert Eden
Ph) 815- 235-9749

OGLE COUNTY -+ OGLE COUNTY

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper  strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in its
care.

Want breaking news wherever you are?
Like us on facebook.

203

HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.
815-938-3644
Please

leave message. G a
09052022

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience
when you promote your business here. This is a

o

gg.

A

i neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local
23%1 UES . shopping, dining, events and more, making it
U i | ahighly effective place for your business to
ANTIQUES WANTED: = advertise directly to the consumer.
| pay cash for antiques; ?
furniture, glassware, [ Picx

pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which y e

makes it illegal to v ; R
advertise any preference, = *.. To learn more about

limitation or discrimination b : adver[ising, contact one of our

based on race, color,

religion, sex, handicap, _ helpful ad consultants today. 4
familial status, or national .. 815-732-2156 L
origin, or intention & 4. T g O RS T LTI A 9 LR C

to make any such ' ‘ y

preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ANUCFIF IO NERERR!
IDIRECIO/RYE

A&T Auction Services, LLLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Remmer Schuetz
Auction Service
Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.
Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com
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203 307 501 511
HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE ﬁﬁl’gMENTS FOR  STORAGE UNITS

Byron School District Job Opening| INew Mi |f0rd---.
Maintenance Worker Befrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rockford

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS. K&P SELF
Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES STORAGE
some w/garages, all in like

new condition.

815-734-4348
15.600.0300 (next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes;
Fx100 10010

2¢0¢¢190

Starting at $425/mo. 1563 Kysor Drive, Byron

Full-Time & Part-Time
Openings Available Now

Washers/Dryers Warranty

Under the “About Us” Section
Click on Employment Opportunities

Stoves

12232024

Air Conditioners

Please see Job Posting in the school website New, Used, carry a large 10%15 10 20; 10030
For more details about the position Scratch & Dent selection of

www.byron226.org Refrigerators ;f:l:l:::::

Click on the Menu Button Freezers with a

FiI.I out application/See job duti;a.s D.ehumid;f;ers 81 5-262-3900 Oglecountyl Ife.com

Check out the Help Wanted
section of the Classifieds

203 505

HELP WANTED BUSINESS PROPERTY FOR RENT

News-Leader

Part-time local
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load
and deliver bundles to the post office,

store racks and machines. Launch your dream busmess| Prime shopping center

. L space available in Rochelle, DeKalb, Freeport. Free
The daytime deliveries would be two or three days store build-out and free rent for qualified tenants.

per week (including weekends) and consist of Limited time offer. Don't miss out!
approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the Call Now: 305-748-9812

BUSINESS PROPERTY FOR RENT |

Quitting smokmg
was hard. !
Screenlng for Iung |
cancer is easy. n‘;‘;.‘

route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe
driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver
applicants must be reliable, personable and have a
general knowledge of area streets and roads.

This position is perfect for someone looking to
supplement their income or retirement.

Interested individuals must fill out an application in “ UZZED DR“"NG
person at the Rochelle News-Leader office IS DRUNK DR“"NG

at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle. S
No phone calls please. NHTSA E&

03262023

American
Lung
Association:

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind...

STAY TOP ST
OF MIND mEamE Y ]

cavertising withussagreat 1T S TINIE
build ind
anrencss: e TO ADVERTISE

With Local Nearly (I
rint newspaper
Consumers L,
It's a Smart Investment ° ° of U.S. adults Tout of 10
Advertise With Us A2l rormmdris
Stay Top of Mind and Save each month. report taking action
With Our Monthly and OgLE CouNTY after seeing an ad
Annual Ad Contract Specials! I FE in a circular.
Roc vhuun Suom e 815.561.2125

g

Your First & Foremost
Local Advertising
SO'UtiOh _ of consumers plan to #46p mere

at lecal businesses

according to Intuit Inc.

It's Flexible.
With a variety of ad shapes,

sizes, and niche sections, choose
from several options to meet
your goals and budget!

It's Trusted.
Newspapers still rank highest

Let us help you promote your business. among all media for consumer
Call 815.561.2125 or email cgrimm@oglecountylife.com! lj engagement and trust.

Here's why local newspaper
aduer‘fismg poys:

It's Cost-Effective.
Newspaper advertising reaches

a large number of potential
consumers.

It Has Staying Power.
A print newspaper ad doesn't

disappear, meaning your
audience will see it when they
have time to focus.

It Reaches the Right Audience.
Newspapers reach an affluent

and engaged local audience.

It Gets Results.
Newspaper ads increase

marketing ROl by three times on
average, according to a study
from Newsworks.
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY

BY SUPPORTING THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Shop - Play - Stay

BAR/GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT

Oregon VFW Post 8739 & Mess Hall
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon

815.732.6851

facebook.com/oregonvfwpost8739

BLACKTOP & SEALCOATING

King Blacktop
3499 N. Tower Rd., Byron
815.234.4171
kingblacktop.com

CONSIGNMENT/RESALE SHOPPING

Angel Treasures Resale Shop
201 IL Route 64, Mt. Morris, IL
815.734.0504

ReRuns

120 W. 2nd St., Byron
815.406.8060
rerunshyron.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS/SERVICES

Central lllinois Loans
310 Eagle Dr

815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Stillman Bank

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626

1445 1L Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956

101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266

stillmanbank.com

p
RY

Health Care,
Community

Str ength

clle 0

Community Hospital

No Place Like

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle, IL
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

WHITE PINES
L\fé/J
W%W.WMMWugaﬁwm%

6712 West Pines Road
Mount Morris, IL 61054
(815) 655-2400
visitwhitepines.com

Ogle County

Community Unity

-
Stillman

BANK

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626
1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956
101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266
stillmanbank.com

GARDEN CENTER

Hidden Timber Gardens
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana
815.751.4162
hiddentimbergardens.com

HEALTH SERVICES

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle

815.562.2181

rochellehospital.com

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE SERVICES

Serenity Hospice and Home
1658 S. IL Route 2, Oregon, IL
Serenityhospiceandhome.org

MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING SERVICES

Sinnissippi Centers
100 Jefferson St., Oregon
815.732.3157

1321 N. 7th St., Rochelle
815.562.3801

sinnissippi.org

PARKS & RECREATION

Byron Forest Preserve
7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
byronforestpreserve.com

The Serenity Shed
131N. 3rd St., Oregon, IL
815.732.2499

-

ROCK RIVER
TITLE

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
www.rockrivertitle.com

- 7 ,
@ HOSPICE & HOME

Hospice and Palliative Care

g\ HOSPICE } Yk Kk ok
W 5$ta RtedByCMS

Non-Profit Organization
Serving Nine IL Counties

,\\ 4’<\\\\

vy The Soronity Shed,
Congel Fensues BULDING A NEW NORMAL
815-732-2499

1658 S. IL Route 2 « Oregon, IL
Serenityhospiceandhome.org

-
RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

606 E Washington St,
Oregon, IL

Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

RockValleyProperties.com

Each office is independently owned & operated.

TITLE COMPANY

Rock River Title

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
rockrivertitle.com

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
RE/MAX of Rock Valley

606 E. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.9100
rockvalleyproperties.com

SENIOR SERVICES

Rock River Center
810S. 10th St., Oregon
815.732.3252
rockrivercenter.com

Support

OW’
Commumty

-

Byron
Forest Preserve
District

7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com

HIDDEN TIMBER GARDENS

PREMIUM PLANTS & TREES
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL
Just North of Route 64 ¢ 815-751-4162

0

hiddentimbergardens.com
November 29" through December 22
Wednesday-Sunday 9am-5pm
We are closed December 23" through March 315,




