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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

Top left, Leni Kromm, of Mendota, is excited to tell Santa 
Claus her Christmas wish list during the ‘A Mendota 
Christmas’ event held on Dec. 7 in downtown Mendota. 
Santa arrived in a Mendota fire truck with mini royalty 
Landon Fancher and Maeve Schmidt and then spent 
many hours greeting young children and hearing all of 
their Christmas wishes before traveling back to the North 
Pole to get ready for Christmas day. Some of the other 
features of the day were an appearance by The Grinch 
offering donuts to children at the Elks and a holiday cone 
ring toss, which was one of many activities held in the 
700 block of Illinois Avenue. On the eve of ‘A Mendota 
Christmas,’ a tree-lighting ceremony was held at Veter-
ans Park to help brighten up Mendota for the holidays. 
(Reporter photos)

‘A Mendota Christmas’
By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Ed-
ucation officials from five 
statewide organizations are 
pushing for fundamental 
changes in the way student 
achievement is measured 
each year and how schools 
are held accountable for 
meeting the state’s academic 
standards.

In a new report entitled 
Vision 2030, organizations 
representing local school 
boards, superintendents, 
principals, district business 
officers, and regional super-
intendents argue that in the 
aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the entire land-
scape of public education has 
been dramatically altered, 
presenting new challenges 
and heightened scrutiny of 
public schools.

The report is similar to 
one the same groups released 
about a decade ago, Vision 
20/20, that pushed for re-
form of the state’s school 
funding system, eventually 
leading to the adoption of 
the Evidence-Based Funding 
formula that is used today 
to steer state funding to the 
neediest school districts.

The new report makes 
recommendations on several 
aspects of public education, 
such as improving schools’ 
focus on college and career 
readiness, enhancing student 
safety and well-being, and 
attracting and retaining a 
diverse educator workforce – 
all subjects that are routinely 
at the center of most discus-
sions about education policy.

But the groups also argue 
in the new report that it’s 
time to take a new look at 
the whole system of out-
comes-based accountability 
for schools, something that 
has been a central focus of 
public education since the 
1990s. 

They say the current 
system of grading schools 
based largely on standard-

The next school reform 
push in Illinois: testing 
and accountability
q Officials say grading systems need fresh overhaul

ized test scores fails to give 
an accurate picture of how 
well students are doing or 
what schools need to do to 
improve.

“This might seem counter 
intuitive, but educators do 
welcome accountability,” 
Jason Leahy, executive direc-
tor of the Illinois Principals 
Association, said during a 
media briefing about the 
report. “But we just want to 
make sure that the account-
ability really talks about the 
comprehensive work that 
educators do, much more 
than just test scores.” 

State Assessments
In the 1990s, Illinois, 

along with most other states, 
began moving to an out-
comes-based education 
model in which teachers, 
schools, and districts were 
graded based on how well 
their students were learning. 
That was measured by how 
students performed on stan-
dardized tests that were tied 
to the state’s official learning 
standards for each subject 
and grade level.

Such systems became a 
federal mandate in 2002 with 
passage of the No Child Left 
Behind Act – later replaced 
by the 2015 Every Student 
Succeeds Act – which re-
quired standardized testing 
as a condition of receiving 
federal education funding. 
NCLB also required states 
to adopt systems of holding 
schools and districts account-

SPRINGFIELD – The 
OSFM is providing the se-
cret recipe for a fun and safe 
holiday season; fire safety. 
According to the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) more than one-third 
of home decoration fires are 
started by candles. More 
than two of every five home 
decoration fires occur due to 
decorations being placed too 
close to a heat source. The 
NFPA also reports U.S. fire 
departments responded to 
an estimated average of 853 
home structure fires per year 

The secret recipe this holiday season is fire safety
that began with decorations, 
excluding Christmas trees. 
Between 2018-2022, US fire 
departments responded to an 
average of 155 home fires 
that started with Christmas 
trees per year. Electrical dis-
tribution or lighting equip-
ment was involved in more 
than two in five homes. As 
Christmas trees dry out, they 
become more and more flam-
mable. Thirty-six percent of 
Christmas tree fires were in 
January. Although Christmas 
tree fires are not common, 
they can grow very fast.

Candle fires peak in De-
cember followed closely 
by January. More than half 
of home decoration fires 
in December are started by 
candles. The top three days 
for home candle fires are 
Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day, and New Year’s Eve. 
Before you head to bed or out 
for the evening, extinguish 
all lit candles.

“Decorat ions create 
a festive environment in 
homes during the holiday 
season, but these decora-
tions can increase the risk 

of an accidental fire if prop-
er steps and precautions are 
not followed,” said Illinois 
State Fire Marshal James 
A. Rivera. “If you are 
planning to host family and 
friends during the holidays, 
make sure they are aware 
of your fire escape plan. 
Show them where all the 
exits are in your home and 
make sure they are aware 
of a meeting spot location 
in case of fire.”

The OSFM will once 
again be hosting the Keep 
the Wreath Red Campaign 

at our offices in Springfield 
and Chicago, along with at 
the Quinn Fire Academy in 
Chicago and the Illinois Fire 
Service Institute in Cham-
paign. This campaign raises 
awareness about the impor-
tance of fire safety during the 
holiday season (December 
1st through January 2nd). 
Unfortunately, last year 9 
lives were lost in fire related 
incidents during the holiday 
season in Illinois. 
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Mendota P.E.O. turns 100
The Philanthropic Educational Organization in Mendota turned 100 in the beginning 
of December. The group of Mendota women dressed in their best old-fashioned attire 
to help celebrate the birthday on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. The 
party included punch, croissants, fruit, a table with nostalgic photo albums, and all 
the conversation. P.E.O. International is global and puts a priority on celebrating, sup-
porting, motivating, and educating women. (Reporter photos by Brandon LaChance)

Baked potato bar at Mendota Area Senior Services
The yearly fundraiser for Mendota Area Senior Services brought out the extra large 
potatoes, large helpings of broccoli and chili, and the biggest tubs of butter, cheese, 
and sour cream on Friday, Dec. 6. Members of the M.A.S.S. board and employees 
served potatoes from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. to feed some bellies and help raise funds for the 
organizations. M.A.S.S. recently canceled all operations on Wednesdays because of lack 
of funding. If you would like to donate to Mendota Area Senior Services to aid them 
in their efforts to support our seniors, call 815-539-7700, stop in at 1901 Tom Merwin 
Drive in Mendota, or follow The Mendota Reporter for future M.A.S.S. fundraisers. 
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Each month our students par-
ticipate in a kind deed for others 
as part of our kindness program at 
Blackstone.   For the month of De-
cember, our students took home a 
kindness board with challenges to 
show kindness to others at home.  
As students complete each task, they 
color in a Christmas light bulb.  Once 
the board is completed, they are to 
return it to school to be recognized 
for their kindness.   All boards are 
due by Dec. 20.

qqq
We are enjoying two beautiful 

Christmas trees at Blackstone in 
the month of December.  All of our 
students made ornaments and helped 
to decorate the trees.   It has made 
the building festive and fun for all 
to enjoy this month.

The students nominated for the 
pr incipal  award th is  pas t  week 
included Emily Sorg, Elli Hernan-

dez-Delacruz, Oliver Lauer, Nova 
Esca te l ,  Xav ie r  Dean ,  Viv iana 
Moreno, Sofee Gonzalez and Nathan 
Gonzalez.   The winners were Javy 
Rodriguez, Yulissa Escatel, Ophelia 
Bronski and Brody Sellers.  Congrat-
ulationsto all of you!

qqq
The Blackstone Christmas Concert 

will be held on Monday, Dec. 16.  
Kindergarten will perform at 5:30 
and first grade at 7:00.   The pro-
grams will be held in the auditorium 
at Mendota High School.   Students 
recently brought home more detailed 
information.  We will bus all students 
to MHS on Friday, Dec. 13 to practice 
for the performance.  We hope to see 
a great audience!

qqq
Winter break is approaching.   It 

begins on Dec. 20 and runs through 
Jan. 6.  Students will return to school 
on Tuesday, Jan. 7.
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education 
will send informative, interesting 
& educational newspapers to the 

Mendota School System throughout 
the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2024-2025 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Tiffeny 
Meyers knew she didn’t want 
to stay in Mendota after grad-
uating from Mendota High 
School in 2003. She wanted 
to branch away from rural 
life and see what was in the 
great beyond the corn fields. 

She followed her aspi-
rations to paint, which then 
morphed into a niche in 
interior design.

The love of interior de-
sign, and being good at it, 
brought Meyers to Chicago 
where she graduated from 
Harrington College of De-
sign and put her on the path 
to become a successful 
professional in the interior 
design industry.

“I wanted to go to the 
city and see what I could do. 
Since I grew up in the furni-
ture store, Meyers Furniture, 
I didn’t know if I wanted to 
only focus on painting,” said 
Meyers, who besides a short 
stint in the pacific northwest, 
has lived in Chicago for the 
majority of the last 20 years. 
“I thought maybe I could uti-
lize my art and make money 
at the same time. That’s how 
I got into interior design. I 
went to school at a presti-
gious school, Harrington, 
and graduated from there.

“There is The Art Insti-
tute of Chicago and Colum-
bia College, but Harrington 
is a place if you received an 
interior design degree, you 
were automatically getting 
a job because of how well 
they trained you. It was more 
about interior architectural 
systems, building systems, 
and you had a better sense 
of how do to work with a 
space and simply picking 

out finishes, which is what 
I loved about it.”

Meyers also loved the 
ability to change and adapt 
to her environment.

Although Meyers still 
uses her interior design skills 
and education from time to 
time, she shifted after eight 
years in design to real estate, 
first commercial, and has 
been 100 percent focused 
on residential real estate for 
the last eight years.

For her continued success 
in the real estate field, Mey-
ers was featured in Chicago 
Real Producers Magazine 
in July.

“You have to be a top 
agent in the city in order to 
qualify and be featured in 
the magazine,” Meyers said. 
“You have to be well estab-
lished within the industry 
and do so much volume. If 
I had to guess, there is ap-
proximately 13,800 agents 
in Chicago alone. I’ve been 
in the top 200 agents in the 
city for the last six or seven 
years.

“I work my butt off, so 
it was nice to receive some 
acknowledgement.”

The acknowledgment 
comes because of her hard 
work, consistency, and 
dedication.

She learned a long time 
ago what it takes to be a good 
real estate agent and added 
her own touch to become a 
great agent.

“They say in order to 
sell something successful-
ly it has to be something 
you love. I love Chicago,” 
Meyers said. “I love the city, 
what it has to offer, the op-
portunities, the culture, the 
people, the food, and there 
is so many things to do here.

“Also, I don’t necessarily 
feel like I’m selling homes. 
I’m working for a bigger 
purpose. I’m helping peo-
ple with a huge investment 
in their lives. Sometimes, 
real estate is the biggest 
investment people will 
make in their entire lifetime. 
They need someone who 
is going to truly advocate 
for them and have them in 
their corner. I pride myself 
in being a true advocate for 
my clients. I’m not here to 
sell them a home. I’m here 
to help them make a good 
investment. They put their 
trust in me, and I don’t take 
that for granted.”

Meyers added as a realtor 
she often knows about some-
one’s life before their family 
does as purchasing a home 
is a giant life decision which 
could steam from life events 
such as having a child, going 
through a divorce, expand-
ing or down grading due to 
career moves.

The real estate agent then 
becomes a friend who wants 
to help them succeed in the 
next step of their life.

“You’re helping them 
prepare for these huge life 
changes. Being able to guide 
them through it is such a 
wonderful experience,” said 
Meyers, who announced 
she joined Baird & War-
ner, residential real estate 
services, December 6 on 
Facebook . “Then you end 
up developing these won-
derful relationships with 
these people. It makes your 
world and your community 
even bigger, stronger in 
Chicago.”

Meyers and her 3-year-
old son Bodhi come to Men-
dota to visit the family as 

Meyer’s mom and dad, Kari 
and Dale, and siblings, Zach 
and Heidi, continue to mold 
and shape homes in Mendota 
with their furniture.

But when the visit is over, 
Tiffeny is ready to go to her 
home in Chicago and help 
others find their happy home.

“I get this all the time 
where people ask me, ‘How 
can you live in Chicago with 
all of the violence and gun 
shooting?’ They have to un-
derstand, Chicago is a huge 

city,” Meyers said. “A lot of 
violence happens in small 
pockets, it doesn’t happen 
everywhere in Chicago. If 
you actually come to the city 
and are not in the downtown 
area, you’ll actually find 
yourself in these wonderful 
neighborhoods with vibrant 
communities of people who 
talk to their neighbors and 
actually get to know them.

“It’s not the mindset that 
most people who don’t live 
in Chicago think. You can 

come to the city and not no 
anyone and be by yourself 
if you want, but there is 
so much more to Chicago. 
There are really good people 
here and amazing cultures. 

“Living in Chicago 
makes your world view so 
much bigger.”

If you’re looking for a 
home in the Chicagoland 
area contact Tiffeny Meyers 
at tiffany.meyers@baird-
warner.com or on Instagram 
at @tiffenysellschicago.

Helping you find a happy home
Mendota native Tiffeny Meyers featured in magazine 
for being successful real estate agent in Chicago
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Equipment Breakdown (Homeowner)
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2018.

APPLIANCES BREAK.
OUR PROMISES DON’T.
Having your furnace or refrigerator go on the fritz can derail any 
day. Add equipment breakdown insurance to your homeowner’s 
policy and we’ll be there to help get things up and running. 
Trust in Tomorrow.® Contact us today.

APPLIANCES BREAK.
OUR PROMISES DON’T.
Having your furnace or refrigerator go on the fritz 
can derail any day. Add equipment breakdown 
insurance to your homeowner’s policy and we’ll 
be there to help get things up and running. 

Trust in Tomorrow.®   Contact us today.
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815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Ace Hardware SignWinner: Pat Beals

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

Santa collects food
Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance held its 4th annual Santa Shoot on Dec. 7. State Farm collected over 120 
non-perishable food items for the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry in exchange for photos with its very own 
Santa Claus. Sitting alongside Santa are Anthony Contreras, center, and Jaxson Johnson. (Photo contributed)

PERU – NCI ARTworks 
will host an opening recep-
tion on Friday, Dec. 13 from 
6-8 p.m. for the month-long 
exhibition called “A Brush 
with Art,” featuring the work 
of Bill Swisher of Spring 
Valley, Earlene Campbell 
of Princeton, and Gayle 
Akerman of Streator. The 
exhibition is free, and all are 
welcome.

Born and raised in Men-
dota, Spring Valley resident 
Bill Swisher always loved 
art and its many mediums. 
As a young man, he took 
lessons from talented local 
instructors, including Vic-
tor Wedemeyer, who was 
a teacher in Mendota High 
School, and portrait artist 
Edith Steincross, who was 
a neighbor in Mendota. In 
addition, he often sketched 
and painted the sites that he 
visited as a sailor in the US 
Navy. Images from ports of 

OTTAWA – Officials 
from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA) were in LaSalle 
County recently complet-
ing a federally evaluated 
exercise for the LaSalle 
Generating Station. While 
the official report won’t be 
available for 90 days, the 
preliminary consensus of 
the evaluation team is that 
the LaSalle County Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(EMA) along with a long list 
of local response partners 
successfully demonstrated 
their ability to manage an 
off-site response to a nuclear 
power plant emergency. This 
important exercise, which 
took place at different loca-
tions throughout the county, 
was conducted to test and 
evaluate the county’s readi-
ness to respond to a potential 
nuclear emergency.

This type of exercise is 
conducted every other year in 
LaSalle County and includes 
the participation of the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency, Constellation, La-
Salle County Sheriff’s Office, 
LaSalle County Highway 
Department, LaSalle County 
Health Department, the Re-
gional Office of Education, 
LaSalle County Information 
Technology Department, 
WCMY 1430 AM and 93.5 
FM radio, LaSalle County 
Board Office, the Mutual 
Aid Box Alarm System 
(MABAS), the American 
Red Cross, Illinois Valley 
Community College, Seneca 
Grade and High Schools, 
LaSalle County GIS Depart-
ment and Bruce Harris and 
Associates. Additionally, the 
municipalities of Marseilles, 
Seneca, Ottawa and Streator 
also participated.

The exercise involved a 
simulated emergency sce-
nario designed to test the 

NCI ARTworks to host reception on Dec. 13th 
for month-long exhibition, “A Brush with Art”

call abound in his artistic 
repertoire: Haiti, Venice, 
France, Italy, Greece.

Gayle Akerman’s artwork 
is inspired by her experiences, 
both abroad and at home. 
She is intrigued by the small 
wonders of everyday life, 
finding beauty in everything 
from an old, weathered fence 
post, the last rose of summer, 
or a street scene in Italy. As a 
child, Gayle was encouraged 
to develop her skills by her art 
teacher who gave her an old 
canvas over which she paint-
ed a self-portrait that won first 
place in a local competition. 
As she matured, she began 
working in oil and has pro-
duced hundreds of paintings 
in both acrylics and oil. 

Princeton-area artist Ear-
lene Campbell began paint-
ing as a young woman and 
as she entered her seventh 
decade, she began concen-
trating primarily on subjects 

that made her—and everyone 
around her—smile. Many 
of her paintings are whim-
sical, featuring fantastical 
creatures depicted in bright, 
vibrant colors. As she honed 
her skills watching YouTube 
videos, she discovered pour 
painting. She then began to 
produce art with this me-
dium, creating a successful 
small business she called 
“Art After 80” as a delightful 
play on words referring to her 
age and her location (near 
Route 80). Her approach 
to pour painting is different 
from traditional paint pours 
in that she uses the pour as 
the base for creating realistic 
images on the poured canvas. 
Her work graces the homes 
and businesses of many local 
residents. 

The opening reception 
is at the NCI ARTworks 
Gallery, 400 Fifth St., Peru, 
in the west wing of the West-

clox Building. The gallery is 
open Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 1 to 4 p.m. 
and private viewings of the 
exhibit can be arranged by 
emailing outreach@nciart-
works.com.

***
NCI ARTworks is a re-

gional arts agency, a 501(c)
(3), non-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting and 
expanding the arts commu-
nity in LaSalle, Bureau, and 
Putnam counties through 
artistic collaboration, ed-
ucational outreach, and 
art space development. Its 
mission also is to create 
venues that support public 
and private education, com-
munity events, economic 
development, and cultural 
tourism. The organization 
is supported, in part, by the 
Illinois Arts Council Agency. 
For more information visit 
www.nciartworks.com.

LaSalle County EMA 
completes federally evaluated 
nuclear power plant exercise

effectiveness of emergency 
response plans, communica-
tion systems, and coordina-
tion between agencies within 
and outside of the county.

“The safety and well-be-
ing of our community is a 
top priority,” said emergency 
management agency director 
Fred Moore. “This exercise 
was a critical step in ensuring 
that we are fully prepared 
to protect residents in the 
event of a nuclear emer-
gency. We are proud of the 
collaboration between local, 
state and federal partners, 
as well as our dedicated 
emergency response teams 
and EMA volunteers, for 
their professionalism and 
commitment to safeguarding 
our community.

There were over 45 differ-
ent criteria evaluated at the 
LaSalle County Emergency 
Operations Center including 
radiation exposure control, 
alert and notification, traffic 
and access control, emer-
gency operations center 
management and protective 
action decision making.

“While we hope to never 
face such an emergency, 
exercises like this ensure 
we are ready to act swiftly 
and efficiently should the 
need arise,” EMA director 
Moore said. “This successful 
demonstration reinforces our 
commitment to the prepared-
ness of our community and 
the strength of our emergen-
cy management system.”

LaSalle County EMA will 
continue to work closely with 
local agencies, the State of 
Illinois and the LaSalle Gen-
erating Station to refine re-
sponse strategies and ensure 
ongoing preparedness. The 
agency remains committed 
to conducting regular train-
ing and exercises to further 
enhance the county’s emer-
gency response capabilities.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES (approx-

imately 50 words including name, age, date of death, time/date of 
services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost 
of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral home or prepaid with 
cash, check or credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices 
to editor@mendotareporter.com.



The Mendota Reporter • A5Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024

LOCAL AND AREA

HIGHWAY 52 • SUBLETTE, IL 61367
PHONE 849-5232   1(800) 227-5203

Wishing 
Everyone A

 Happy Holiday!
Neal, Donna, Greg, Jeff, Nick, 

Brenda, Gary, Maurice, Kourtney, 
Dave, Kevin, Cody, Brian, Drew, 

Eric, and Nick

1207201612062023

Neal, Greg, Jeff, Nick, Brenda, Gary, 
Kourtney, Cody, Brian, Buddy, Dan, 

Scott, Kyle and Reece

NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE FOR  
LA MOILLE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #303

 
I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax 
levy increase for La Moille Community Unit School District 
#303 for 2024 will be held on Thursday, December 19, 2024 
at 6:00 PM at La Moille High School 801 S. Main Street, La 
Moille, IL 61330.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and present 
testimony to the taxing district may contact Mr. Jeff Prusator, 
Superintendent, at 815-490-7086.

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes 
extended or abated for 2023 were $2,987,173 plus the amount 
abated by the taxing district prior to extension.
The proposed corporate and special purpose property taxes to 
be levied for 2024 are $3,193,507.  This represents an 6.91% 
increase over the previous year.

III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public 
building commission leases for 2023 were $151,368.
The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 2024 are $160,522.  This 
represents a 6.05% increase from the previous year.

IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2023 
were $3,138,541. The estimated total property taxes to be 
levied for 2024 are $3,354,029. This represents a 6.87% 
increase over the previous year.  
No. 1207
(December 9, 2024)

able – through things like 
focused remedial programs 
or administrative sanctions 
- for making continuous 
improvement toward the goal 
of having all students meet or 
exceed the state’s academic 
standards.

Today in Illinois, students 
are tested in English lan-
guage arts and math in grades 
3-8 by taking the Illinois 
Assessment of Readiness. 
And starting this year, high 
school students will be tested 
using the ACT set of exams, 
which are replacing the SAT 
exams that have been used in 
previous years.

Schools also administer 
the Illinois Science Assess-
ment in grades 5 and 8.

The scores that students 
earn on those tests are divided 
into five categories, indicat-
ing they either exceeded, 
met, approached, partially 
met, or did not meet the 
state’s standards for profi-
ciency in a particular subject.

Those test scores, in 
turn, make up a large part 
of the overall “designations” 
schools are given each year. 
The designations are based 
on test scores and other data 
for the student body overall 
and for student subgroups 
based on race, ethnicity, 
gender, disabilities, poverty 
status and other factors.

The top two designations, 
“exemplary” and “com-
mendable,” are those with 
the highest overall scores 
who also have no student 
subgroups that are signifi-
cantly underperforming. 
Exemplary schools are those 
with overall scores in the top 
10% of all schools.

State officials give the 
bottom three designations 
to schools that are placed on 
four-year improvement plans 
while being given “targeted,” 
“comprehensive,” or “in-
tensive” supports to address 
problem areas.

Schools designated for 
comprehensive or intensive 
support and oversight rep-

resent those with overall 
scores in the bottom 5% of 
all schools.

But state and local school 
officials in Illinois have 
argued for years that those 
systems are flawed. 

First, they argue, the di-
viding line between meeting 
and not meeting state stan-
dards – what is often referred 
to as the “cut score” – is set 
unreasonably high in Illinois, 
giving the false impression 
that Illinois students are 
significantly less accom-
plished than their peers in 
other states.

Gary Tipsord, executive 
director of the Illinois Associ-
ation of Regional Superinten-
dents of Schools, said it’s like 
setting different qualifying 
times in a track meet.

“If Indiana students are 
having to run the mile in 
seven minutes, and the kids 
in Illinois are having to run 
at six, that’s not an equitable 
comparison. We don’t have 
parity there,” he said in an in-
terview. “And as it stands, in 
Illinois today, our cut scores 
are higher than other states, 
and then we’re trying to com-
pare what Illinois students 
are doing to the students in 
other states, which creates an 
unfair comparison.”

Officials also argue those 
designations do not accurate-
ly describe how well students 
are performing academically.

In 2021, for example, 
only about one-third of 
high school juniors taking 
the SAT met or exceeded 

state standards in English 
language arts, and slightly 
fewer did so in math. And 
yet, after those same students 
graduated the following year, 
nearly two-thirds enrolled in 
college within 12 months of 
graduation.

The Vision 2030 report 
also questions the validity 
of the performance designa-
tion for schools, noting the 
categories are based largely 
on how schools compare 
with each other, rather than 
how they measure up to an 
objective standard.

“Inevitably, you’re going 
to have a top 10%. You’re 
going to have a bottom 5%. 
Inevitably, you’re going to 
have that in the way it is struc-
tured currently,” Tipsord 
said. “What you don’t then 
get is a good system of com-
municating to communities 
around the state of Illinois 
about how their districts 
are actually performing. 
Those designations don’t 
necessarily inform how your 
school districts are perform-
ing relative to grade-level 
equivalency, or relative to 
growth and improvement.”

Recommendations
The Vision 2030 report 

calls for making several 
changes to the state’s testing 
system, including recalibrat-
ing the benchmarks that de-
fine “proficiency” in a given 
subject. Those benchmarks, 
they argue, should be aligned 
to a national standard such as 
the one used for the National 
Assessment of Educational 

School
Continued from Page A1

“If Indiana students are having to run the 
mile in seven minutes, and the kids in 
Illinois are having to run at six, that’s not 
an equitable comparison. We don’t have 
parity there. And as it stands, in Illinois 
today, our cut scores are higher than other 
states, and then we’re trying to compare 
what Illinois students are doing to the 
students in other states, which creates 
an unfair comparison.”

–Gary Tipsord, executive director, Illinois
Association of Regional Superintendents of Schools

Progress, or NAEP exam, 
which shows Illinois students 
rank about average national-
ly across most subjects and 
grade levels.

The report also recom-
mends the Illinois State 
Board of Education work 
with its State Assessment Re-
view Committee to develop 
a new test that not only mea-
sures students’ proficiency 
at a particular grade level 
but also tracks their growth 
over time. 

In addition, the report 
recommends releasing unof-
ficial test results earlier, “in 
near real time,” so teachers 
can use the information to 
adapt their teaching methods. 
Currently, tests are given in 
the spring, but results are not 
reported until the following 
fall, long after instruction 
for the next set of students 
is already underway.

The authors also recom-
mend overhauling the state’s 
system of ranking schools for 
accountability purposes so 
schools are measured against 
a fixed, objective standard, 
rather than comparing them 
to one another.

It also recommends using 
a scoring system that takes 
into account both the profi-
ciency rate among students 
as well as the “growth” rate 
for students who are below 
proficiency.

“Proficient students 
should meet or exceed expec-
tations, while students below 
proficiency should accelerate 
rates of growth to achieve pro-
ficiency over time,” the report 
states. “Therefore, within the 
broader accountability scor-
ing system, student growth 
should be given more weight 
for students below profi-
ciency and less weight for 
proficient students.”

(Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Keep the Wreath Red cam-
paign began in 1954 in Naper-
ville to raise awareness about 
holiday fire safety. White light 
bulbs will replace the red bulbs 
when a fire related death is 
reported in the state.

These white lights are not 
just bulbs; they represent a 
person! This could be your 
mother, father, brother, sis-
ter, aunt, uncle, friend, or 
neighbor. The goal of the 
campaign each year is to raise 

awareness and help prevent 
fire deaths from occurring. 

Here are some tips to keep 
in mind to stay fire safe when 
decking the halls this holiday 
season.• Be careful with hol-
iday decorations. Make sure 
decorations are either flame 
retardant or flame resistant.

• Keep lit candles at least 
12 inches away from deco-
rations or anything that can 
catch fire.

• Keep children and pets 
away from lit candles.

• Extinguish all lit candles 

before going to bed or leaving 
the house.

• Check to make sure your 
lights are rated for indoor or 
outdoor use or both.

• Replace any light strands 
that have worn or broken cords. 
Make sure to read the recom-
mendation for number of light 
strings you can string together.

• Turn off all light strings 
and decorations before leav-
ing home or going to bed.

• If you have a real Christ-
mas tree, make sure to check 
water levels daily! It is not 

unusual for a tree to drink two 
gallons of water the first day 
it is in the stand.

• Keep real Christmas 
trees away from a heat 
source. It can dry out the 
tree quickly.

After a busy cooking 
day on Thanksgiving, be-
fore firing the oven back up 
preparing the next holiday 
meal, make sure to clean it! 
Thanksgiving is the peak 
day for home cooking fires, 
but Christmas and Christmas 
Eve follow closely behind.

Safety
Continued from Page A1

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY 
TAX INCREASE FOR MENDOTA 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT #289
I. A public hearing to approve a 
proposed property tax levy increase 
for County of Bureau, LaSalle, and 
Lee School District #289 for Tax Year 
2024 will be held on December 19, 
2024 at 6:30pm at 1806 Guiles Ave, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Any person desiring to appear at the 
public hearing and present testimony 
to the taxing district may contact K. 
Bradley Cox, Superintendent, 1806 
Guiles Ave, Mendota, IL 61342, 815-
539-7631.
II. The corporate and special purpose 
property taxes extended or abated for 
2023 were $6,923,488.
The proposed corporate and special 
purpose property taxes to be levied for 
2024 are $7,715,845. This represents 
a 11.4% increase over the previous 
year.
III. The property taxes extended 
for debt service and public building 
commission leases for 2023 were 
$1,205,800.
The estimated property taxes to be 
levied for debt service and public 
building commission leases for 2024 
are $1,243,278. This represents a 
3.11% increase over the previous 
year.
IV. The total property taxes extended 
or abated for 2023 were $8,129,288.
The estimated total property taxes to 
be levied for 2024 are $8,959,123. 
This represents a 10.2% increase 
over the previous year.
V. The total Mendota CCSD #289 
property tax rate for 2023 was 2.8019.
The estimated total Mendota CCSD 
#289 property tax rate for 2024 is 
2.8499. This represents an estimated 
increase in the total Elementary 
School tax rate of 1.71%.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Dec. 10, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

Five years ago, in December 1992, 
the city of Mendota purchased five acres 
north of the sewer plant from H.D. Hume 
at $5,000 per acre to accommodate 
expansion. Marty Masear, chairman of 
the Water & Sewer Department, said 
the expansion plan had been submitted 
to the EPA.

As soon as it is approved, we can 
get on with it.
The plant, drying beds, lagoons and 

digest system would be rebuilt, but about 
90 percent would be new construction.

The capacity would be nearly dou-
bled from its 1.4 million gallon flow.

A $400,000 grant from the state 
was being sought, but most of the $7.5 
million project would be collected from 
increased sewer rates. Completion by 
the end of 1995 was anticipated, but 
until the new facility was functioning, 
no new industrial plant could be added.

***
A first step was taken by the city 

council to pave the way for another 
addition to the Mendota Lutheran Home. 
The alley behind the home was vacated 
with the exception of the south 54 feet. 
The entire block was rezoned from R3 
to B3 except for one residential property 
facing Sixth Street. Now, work on the 
addition would go forward.

***
The MHS Madrigal singers pre-

sented their 20th Renaissance Dinner 
on Dec. 12-13, 1992. Madrigals were 
first performed at MHS in 1967 under 
the direction of Ray Rebuck. Initially 
there were 10 singers. The first dinner 
was served in 1973 with Jerry White 
in charge.

For the 20th presentation, Chris 
Benson was director. She said auditions 
for the performers were “stiff.”

If there are only 10 good voices, 
we only have 10 singers, but this 
year we have 20.
Only 130 diners could be seated 

at each Madrigal performance. Meals 
were served at 7:30 on Saturday evening 
and at 2:30 on Sunday afternoon. An 
innovation in 1992 was presentation 
of a short playlet from “Midsummer 

Night’s Dream.” Added Benson – 
There’s a lot of variety so those 
who come back year after year 
are never bored.

***
The board for the Graves-Hume Pub-

lic Library District decided to appoint a 
secretary of grant appropriations with a 
three-month renewable contract. Kathy 
Berggren, library director, said the per 
capita receipt from the state (95 cents per 
resident) could be used only to improve 
or expand services. Hence, the need 
to apply for grants for other purposes.

A survey was made to determine 
whether residents preferred expansion 
of the old library or a new building. 
The city had expressed willingness to 
provide land north of Meriden Street 
between the two Main streets as a pos-
sible site. Pledge cards were included 
with questionnaires on which to indicate 
support.

Friends of the Library was willing 
to support any decision reached by the 
board.

***
HCC, Inc., received a $150,000 

rural development loan to purchase 
equipment needed to make machinery 
for companies manufacturing harvest-
ing equipment. It has been anticipated 
the project would create 30 new jobs 
the first year.

Basically, we are providing jobs 
for people who would otherwise 
not be working.

***
The Lady Trojans basketball team 

took the championship in the Princeton 
Tournament. Next, they topped the Lady 
Norsemen of Newark, 71-47, for a 7-1 
season up to that point. High scorers 
were Tricia Wujek, Chris Wujek, Laura 
Stuckey and Jackee Doran.

***
Beth Dewey was selected Miss Mer-

ry Christmas to publicize a Christmas 
Fantasy Shopping Spree. She was pic-

tured visiting nine of the local businesses 
involved. The Spree would provide 
$250 in trade at participating stores. 
The drawing was Dec. 14, 1992, and the 
Spree included limo service to and from 
the shopping area, lunch in downtown 
Mendota and dinner in a restaurant of the 
winner’s choice. Barb Vietti of Mendota 
won the Fantasy Spree.

***
A feature by The Reporter’s Tamara 

Abbey described local preparations for 
Mexican feast days, providing recipes 
courtesy of Sara Espinoza and informa-
tion on Christmas traditions supplied by 
her daughter, Petra Estrada. The recipes 
published were for tamales, enchiladas 
rojas, frijoles refritos and rosce de 
reyes. The Noche Bueno observance on 
Christmas Eve concludes with departure 
of guests for Midnight Mass.

***
Fundraising for an all-weather track 

continued. Classon’s Super Foods do-
nated brats and butterfly pork chops at 
six home games. Skelgas provided a 
grill and gas. The Booster Club provided 
labor and a total of $3,046 was added 
to the track fund. Track coach John 
Jackson urged support.

It’s a community track that 
everyone will have access to and 
be able to use.

***
Mendota Community Hospital 

joined the Rock River Region EMS 
System. MCH would provide initial and 
stabilizing care after which Rockford 
Memorial Hospital would take care 
of additional needs. Kris Goodbred, 
emergency department nurse, manage 
dliaison between MCH and Rockford 
EMS.

***
The Trojan Tattler reported seven 

sets of twins enrolled at Mendota 
High School in 1992 – four fraternal 
and three identical sets. They were 
Toni & Tobi McCauley, Amy & Jodi 
Borelli, Matt & Mark Chism, Marty & 
Matt Sawin, Danny & Darrel Fouke, 
Stacey & Becky Chandler, Mauricio 
& Juan Diaz.

The twins considered it an advan-
tage to always have someone around, 
although paradoxically, the advantage 
was also a disadvantage – no privacy.

Expanding the sewer plant – 1992
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
DEI is a bad idea whose time came with a vengeance sev-

eral years ago, but now its continued ascendancy is in doubt. 
Perhaps the most important event this year outside of the 

presidential election is the intellectual collapse of so-called 
diversity, equity and inclusion, which is poisonous hokum 
that is finally being exposed as such. 

DEI has been one of the most morally perverse and dam-
aging fads in recent American history. 

We’ve been spending an estimated $8 billion a year telling 
Americans in training sessions, workshops and educational 
material that they are, depending on their race or gender, 
victims or oppressors, and that the country is shot through 
with white supremacy. The DEI mindset is dominant in human 
resources departments and on college campuses. 

Common sense says that this racialist hectoring -- often 
administered by people who brook no dissent -- must be 
unhealthy, and, sure enough, evidence is beginning to pile up. 

Research has suggested that DEI can create negative feel-
ings or make people afraid to speak their minds. Now comes 
a compelling new study from an outfit called the Network 
Contagion Research Institute and Rutgers University Social 
Perception Lab. It found that DEI amplified “perceptions of 
prejudicial hostility where none was present and punitive 
responses to the imaginary prejudice.”

In other words, if its goal is to create illiberal racial para-
noiacs, DEI is succeeding brilliantly. 

In one experiment, the study’s architects gave one group of 
students an anodyne essay about U.S. corn production to read 
while another got an essay drawn from the work of DEI superstars 
Ibram X. Kendi and Robin DiAngelo. Then, the students were 
asked to evaluate a simple, racially neutral scenario involving 
a college applicant getting rejected by an East Coast university. 

The students who had read the DEI material were more 
likely to believe that the hypothetical admissions officer in 
the scenario was more discriminatory, more unfair, and more 
harmful, as well as guilty of more micro-aggressions -- again, 
even though nothing in the scenario suggested as much. 

The Kendi-DiAngelo students were also more likely to 
want to require DEI training for the admissions officer, to 
suspend the officer for a semester, and to demand a public 
apology. Why let an absence of facts stand in the way of 
punitive measures?

Meanwhile, a report in the New York Times Magazine 
found that the University of Michigan’s decade-long, roughly 
$250 million experiment in making DEI part of the warp and 
woof of the school’s life has been a failure. 

“In a survey released in late 2022,” the Times notes, “stu-
dents and faculty members reported a less positive campus 
climate than at the program’s start and less of a sense of 
belonging. Students were less likely to interact with people 
of a different race or religion or with different politics.”

Ordinary campus disputes have become five-alarm DEI 
crises, administrators complain about all the new DEI-created 
paperwork, and students and faculty are afraid to say anything 
that might offend anyone. 

It’d be one thing if it were only the University of Michigan 
that had sunk itself in this mire, but this dynamic has been 
duplicated throughout corporate America and our education 
system. There are signs, though, that the wave has crested. 
Walmart just announced that it will stop using the term “di-
versity, equity, and inclusion” and end various DEI-related 
initiatives. Other companies have been pulling back, as well. 
The trend will presumably only accelerate with a new Trump 
administration hostile to DEI. 

The end of DEI would be a net addition to our collective 
life. It would avoid, at best, a waste of time and, at worst, a 
gratuitous source of conflict and mutual suspicion. It would 
roll back the undue power given to fatuous martinets. It 
would stop the spread, under the guise of inclusion, of lies 
about American society. 

The old saw is that socialism hasn’t failed, it just hasn’t 
been tried. Well, DEI has been tried, and the dismal results 
are now becoming known. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The intellectual collapse of DEI

Whenever I want to have some fun during interviews 
with individuals under 18, I’ll throw a sidewinding 
question to throw them off, ‘What is your least favorite 
chore?’

I’ve heard the gambit of chores such as dishes, 
babysitting, garbage, bathroom, mopping, sweeping, 
dusting, grocery shopping, walking the dog, windows, 

laundry, cleaning the 
car, and yard work.

T h r o u g h  t h e 
years, my answer has 
changed as I always 
answer quietly to my-
self while I’m waiting 
for the result from my 
subject.

But without a shadow of a doubt, I am not changing 
my answer again.

Moving.
Some may not think it’s a chore and call it a job 

instead, which I wouldn’t argue, but for the sake of this 
column and because, in my opinion, work and chores 
are synonymous, moving is the absolute worse.

When you’re a kid, your body doesn’t creak, crack, 
and ache, and it’s fun to open the boxes when you get 
to the new places. It’s almost like Christmas. Plus, it’s 
exciting to meet the new neighbors, see a new scenery, 
and be in a new location with all kinds of grand unfore-
seen adventures.

However, as you get older, moving becomes less and 
less, and then zero fun.

The Christmas-like joy is gone as you know every-
thing that is in every box and you have to figure out if 
you want to put them in a new place in the new abode, 
put them in a different spot you may forget an item 
is even there, or maybe even throw it away after you 
already packed it, took up room in a box or tote, and 
used muscle fatigue to transport.

The older we get, the creaks, cracks, aches, pains, 
possible fractures and scars, are tougher and tougher 
to get over or recoup from, especially if there are steps 
or a long walkway.

I’m in solid shape since I’m an IHSA official and 
have had long spurts in the weight room or walking/
jogging/running every day, but my body still feels a 
move the next day. Or the next two weeks.

Then there is the factor we don’t think of when 
we’re younger.

Why did you move?
After 30, it’s probably because of a bad breakup, 

a divorce, or a loved one passed away or needs help 
at home because of health reasons. Each one of those 
brings negative energy and a depression sets in before 
the move even takes place because of the bad omens or 
lack of enthusiasm because of the situation.

When going through the boxes, each item makes you 
think of something.

Hopefully, all of the nostalgic memories make you 
think of happy thoughts like people you love to the 
moon and back, moments of triumph, or a souvenir of 
someone you miss who lives somewhere else or you 
haven’t seen in a while.

Then there are the bad ones.
The sweater given to you by your late, great grand-

mother.
The charm you received for a birthday or Christmas 

from the former loved one, who is the reason you’re going 
through the moving process in the first place. There are 
many more I could list, but I like to keep these upbeat 
and funny as much as possible.

Nothing funny about your heart being ripped out and 
stepped on after you’ve spent all of your Monster or 
Purpose Nutrition energy trekking up and down stairs 
for four hours.

The point is, moving is by far the worst.
It takes time, gas money, physical pain, and emo-

tional grief.
Hopefully, you stay in one place and don’t have 

to experience the angst of moving except from high 
school to college, college to a home, and maybe 
one or two additional moves due to career or family 
advancement.

But don’t be silly and force yourself into unwanted 
suffering by unneeded or unwarranted packing.

Moving is for the birds

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance

Mendota City Officials
MAYOR

David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924
CITY CLERK

Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459
TREASURER

Rob Letterly, 1714 Peri Drive, ......................815-910-7652
FIRST WARD ALDERMEN

James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-866-5558
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Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

1212 1st Avenue, Mendota • Phone: (815)539-5060

Happy Holidays
from your friends at...

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Eve 6am-2pm & Closed Christmas Day

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

09162024

Farmland For Sale:  Farmland For Sale:  
217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre

98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 
68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acre68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acre

PUBLIC AUCTION
LIVE & ONLINE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST

Starting @ 9:30 am
David Rowley, Owner 

4633 E6th Road Mendota IL. 61342 
Sale is located east of Il Route 39 off 46th road 
TRACTORS:  John Deere 400 D. Loader with Back Hoe, 
running, 16.9 x 24 rears, 8’ bucket Ser #1209684, Case 
930 Comfort King D, open station Ser #8340103 running, 
Farmall Super M Power stirring Running parade tractor 
ser #FBK223949X1, Case 1394 D, tractor 13.6 X 38 rear 
tires, ROP, Side console Running ,front weights, Ser# 
11136498, Caterpillar D-4 Trac Dozer, w/ pony motor, D., 
Ser #7036832, running, McCormick Super W-6 w Saw 
rig, belt pulley, Ser 3756 model S, Allis Chalmers G with 
plow Ser. # G4234, McCormick -Deering Austin Bull Pup 
Roller tractor, TRUCKS: Autocar D. Semi Tractor with Fuller 
Johnson Trans, model A75641, Ser # AB003HBO-60291, 
1972 Mack B-61 D Thermodyne Dump Truck Model 163 
FORKLIFTS: Hyster D, Challenger 110, all terrain tires, 825x 
15, side console, ROP, 4’ forks, 6” wide, 2 stage mask runs, 
1927 hrs. on tack, 12,600 lbs., Yale Propane Fork Lift Ser # 
p17T181 Model 51 C-040-NFT, 5000 lbs., side console, 43’ 
Forks, 1044 hrs. on tack, 2 stage, 3Pt 2 stage fork lift 4.5” 
forks, 10’ 
ANTIQUE CARS:  1925 Chev Coupe Ser # 6k5564, 1926 
Ford Model T coupe, 1925-26 Ford Model T Touring car w 
side curtains, engine apart, 1924-25 Ford model T 2 door 
Sedan wire wheels, Ford model T 1925-26 4 door sedan, 
wire wheels, 1924 Model T Roadster (Cars Barn fresh 
MOST appear to be complete BUT in need of restoration) 
Implements & Attachments: Caterpillar BR160 Mower 
6’ Ser SDB00223 940 lbs. like new, Caterpillar 7’ Grap-
ple Bucket Ser # T00700141 like new, Auger w 17” auger 
screw,  6’ Case skid Loader bucket w razor teeth, 3pt 
attachments inc, 2 bottom plow, 3 row cultivator, PTO 
DRIVE Rototiller, 6’ Gill Pulverizer, woods, FM 72 7’ mower, 
IH Sickel mower, 5’ Model MD 172 woods mower, 7’ 11 
shank landscaping Ripper, New in crate Skid stir doors Pull 
type equipment McCormick Deering 1 row Picker on steel, 
2 row planter, (2) road graders, MISC USEFUL ITEMS:  13’ 
Steel A frame hoist w center Beam Trolley etc. steel work 
benches, 10 steel 5 shelf, shelf units, Hydro pallet fork 46.5 
“ forks, 2 door cabinet, Oak “Old Fitsgerald Bourbon” Whis-
key barrel,  Anvil, Wilton Vice 6’x 5’ steel welding table with 
Wade vice, 4 cast iron wood burning stoves, 52 slot metal 
organizer cabinet, walk behind plow, Neon Street  SHOE 
SIGN 71”x 42” x 11” deep neon needs work, Gas bottle 
cutting Torch, Knaack Tool box, 72” lumber forks, 220 VOLT 
SHOP TOOLS INC; Rockwell lathe, Router 3’ table, jig saw, 
disc sander, table saw 4’ table, drill press, band saw, Racine 
power hack saw, Victoria Drill press, Porter Planner, 2’ wide 
table Belt driven, other useful items,
Terms: Cash, good check, Most Credit & Debit cards.  Must 
have proper photo Id to register.  All Items sell to best and 
highest bidder. No property removed until settled for prior 
to removing from property. 
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM for those attending live!  Not 
responsible for items or accidents once sold, all sales are 
final. 10% buyer’s premium for any ON LINE purchase, On 
Line portion of auction starts at 10:00 am CST. Loading 
available on sale day. Be on time!  very many smalls’ 
items, one hay wagon     

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener (815)-451-2820, Sandwich IL.,

Go2wegenerauctions.com 
See Equipment facts for catalog order & details 

(Not all items being sold will be online)

12
11
20
24

CHANA 64 AUCTION
Go to AuctionZip.com for Pictures.

Saturday, December 14th 10:00 a.m.
3102 Chicago Rd, Paw Paw, IL

I-39 Exit 82 Follow Signs
(weather permitting: items will be sold from enclosed barn 
- also items to be sold from inside the home: keep warm)

94 Skidsteer GEHL 453 hrs (great condition)
M/T Backhoe, Allis Chamber Tractors (needs work), 22 Gage 
Shotgun, 22 Rifle, Red Wing Asst. Sizes Crocks, Vintage 
Furniture, Dressers, Beds, Beautiful Hi-Boy, Lazy Boy, Outdoor 
Furniture (great condition), Handicap Lift (like new), DeWalt 
Tools, Craftsmen, Ryobi, Housewares, Scaffolding, Angle 
Iron (welding stock), Scrap Piles, Motor Lift, Asst. Shop Tools, 
Vintage, Collectible Items, Still unboxing and sorting items. 
Don’t miss this auction, items are in good/clean condition.
Cash or good check. No credit cards, 10% buyers premi-
um. Not responsible for accidents or articles after sold. 
Announcements made day of auction take precedence 
over all printed matter. All items sold as is where is.  

620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana, Il 61015  |  815-830-3898

For more information, Call 815-830-3898

12
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24

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/0723. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-
insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for 
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such 
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow 
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Neal M O'Brien 
Financial Advisor

609 Main Street 
Suite A 
Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-3471

1-year 4.30
2-year 4.10
3-year 4.10

Luke O’Brien, CFP ®
609 Main St., Suite A
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3471

Clint M. O’Brien, CFP ®
609 Main St., Suite B
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-2309

Neal M. O’Brien
609 Main St., Suite A
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3471

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/05/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. 
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

 

Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial
Seniors get a discountSeniors get a discount

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •• Free Estimates • Fully Insured •
815-503-9273815-503-9273

12042024

Driveways start @ $25.00 Driveways start @ $25.00 
Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00Stump Grinding starting @ $25.00

$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning
$100.00 off Tree Removal$100.00 off Tree Removal
$50.00 off Tree Trimming$50.00 off Tree Trimming

TONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICE
Save Big Money with Tony’s Tree Service

• Snow Removal• Snow Removal
• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal• Tree Removal

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding
• Gutter Cleaning• Gutter Cleaning

SPECIAL  

HOLIDAY DISCOUNT!

20% OFF

JOLIET – Heritage Corri-
dor Destinations announced 
recently the area generated 
a local economic impact of 
$1.6 billion and contributed 
to an increase in visitor 
spending across Illinois in 
2023. In addition, this boost 
in tourism contributed $54.4 
million in local tax revenue 
while directly supporting 
more than 12,200 jobs in the 
tourism and hospitality  in-
dustry, according to the latest 
data provided by Tourism 
Economics.

“I’m thrilled to see our 
six-county region continues 
to provide significant eco-
nomic impact from visitors 
to the region – celebrating 
the 175th anniversary of the 
I&M Canal, the beauty of 
Starved Rock Country, and 
the nostalgia of The First 
Hundred Miles of Route 66 
Illinois,” said Robert Na-
varro, President & CEO of 
Heritage Corridor Destina-
tions. “Visitors are spending 
over $1.6 billion on transpor-
tation, lodging, attractions, 
food & beverage and other 
tourism related services in 
our region – that translates 
to over 12,000 jobs and more 
than $54 million in taxes for 
our local communities.”

Governor JB Pritzker 
recently announced that 
Illinois reached its highest 

Heritage Corridor Destinations Tourism contributes to record tourism growth in Illinois

ever total tax revenue figures 
in FY24 ($322 million) – a 
4.5% increase over the pre-
vious record set in FY23. Il-
linois welcomed 112 million 
domestic and international 
visitors who spent $47 bil-
lion in 2023 – an increase 
of one million visitors and 
$3 billion in spending from 
2022. Visitor spending in 
2023 surpassed 2019 levels 
for the first time, reaching 
4% above its pre-pandemic 
benchmark. As a result of 
tourism spending and visits 
in 2012 the overall economic 
impact, which included in-
direct and induced impacts, 
amounted to $83 billion, 
which is a 6.4% increase 
from 2022 figures.

“Illinois continues to 
make substantial invest-
ments in the travel and 
tourism sector, leading to 
an increase in visitors who 
are spending more time 
in our state and support-
ing local businesses,”  said 
DCEO Director Kristin 
Richards.  “We’re excited 

to continue this momentum 
and further enhance tourism 
in Illinois, building on this 
record-breaking success.”

“Illinois’ tourism is 
thriving, with another re-
cord-breaking year across 
key metrics such as the 
average length of stay, 
visitor spending, and over-
all growth,” said Daniel 
Thomas, Deputy Director 
of the DCEO Office of 
Tourism. “Whether it’s the 
vibrant energy of Chicago 
or the charm of our small 
towns, we’ve introduced 
new initiatives like LUXE 
by Illinois, which high-
lights luxury experiences 
and expanded our outdoor 
experiences campaign, Real 
People, Real Stories, Real 
Outdoors, giving visitors 
even more compelling rea-
sons to extend their stay and 
spend more.”

Economic Impact of Do-
mestic Travel by County:

• Bureau travel expen-
ditures-$55.6 million (4.9 
decrease), Local tax reve-

nue-$1.4 million
• Grundy travel ex-

penditures-$119.8 million 
(.34% increase), Local tax 
revenue-$3.3 million

• LaSalle travel ex-
penditures-$323.6 million 
(.9% increase), Local tax 
revenue-$9.8 million

• Livingston travel ex-
penditures-$51.2 million 
(1.9% increase), Local tax 
revenue-$1.7 million

• Putnam travel ex-
penditures-$10.1 million 
(4.1% increase), Local tax 
revenue-$1 million

• Will travel expendi-
tures-$1.037 billion (.5% 
increase), Local tax reve-
nue-$37.2 million

Fast Facts about Illinois 
Tourism in 2023

• Illinois welcomed 112 
million domestic and inter-
national visitors in 2023, 
an increase of one million 
visitors from 2022

• Visitor spending result-
ed in $47 billion in 2023, 
an increase of $3 billion 
from 2022

• State and local tax rev-
enue from visitor spending 
generated $4.6 billion in 
2023

• Visitor spending sup-
ported 278,200 tourism 
related jobs, an increase of 
7,600 jobs from 2022

• Illinois reached its 

highest-ever hotel tax rev-
enue figures in FY24, $322 
million-a 4.5% increase 
over the previous record 
set in FY23

About Heritage 
Corridor Destinations 
Heritage Corridor is a 

destination of six Illinois 
counties (Will, Grundy, 
Livingston, LaSalle, Bu-
reau, and Putnam) south-
west of Chicago including 
the first hundred miles of 
Route 66, I & M Canal 
towns and Starved Rock 
Country.   Experience her-
itage with a modern twist 
in dining, culture, vintage 
shopping, and outdoor 
activities for visitors to ex-
plore whether it be a daytrip 
or weekend visit.   Cruise 
through the first hundred 
miles of Route 66 where a 
visitor can enjoy more than 

a taste of the Mother Road 
and midcentury Americana 
style. Stroll through the 
I & M Canal towns and 
experience the amenities 
of this cultural, natural, 
and economic resource 
with a combination of in-
dustrial grit and up-cycled 
architecture that leaves a 
visitor inspired about the 
past and the future.  Starved 
Rock Country, one of the 
Midwest’s original vacation 
destinations, invites visi-
tors to unplug and experi-
ence the charm and beauty 
of the area waterfalls, 
canyons, and the Illinois 
River valley. Visiting the 
Heritage Corridor is time 
well-spent…the essence 
of midwestern hospitality, 
outdoor rejuvenation, and 
vintage flair with a modern 
twist.
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

12-Month Subscription
1 year.......................$63.00

If you reside in Bureau, 
LaSalle or Lee counties.

Add $1 for MASS donation...$64.00

1 year.......................$83.00
If you reside out of Bureau, 

LaSalle or Lee counties.
Add $1 for MASS donation...$84.00

$6.00
Savings!

(If you have previously subscribed using our Auto Pay method, your subscription will be transferred to our Manual Pay Plan.)

Fall Savings Spectacular
Name:_________________________________ Phone #___________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________________Zip:_______________

*Coupon and payment must be received to qualify for special rate.

Return to: The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.
Reporter office located at 703 Illinois Ave. Phone 815-539-9396.

Plus, if  you take advantage of  our Fall Savings Spectacular 
by renewing or starting a new subscription to your hometown 

newspaper, you will also get $6 OFF our regular rate!

Return this coupon by Dec. 30, 2024 and 
receive 13 months for the price of  12!

ADD $1 TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
and we will match it and donate the proceeds 

to Mendota Area Senior Services (MASS).

Moore
than just
TiresAlignments, 

Brakes, 
Batteries & 

Moore
Mon-Fri 7AM- 6PM

Sat 7AM- 3PM

10% OFF
Full Synthetic Oil Change

Code REP10
Coupon required. Expires 12/31/24.

$75 OFF
any Tire Purchase

over $500
Code REP75

Coupon required. Expires 12/31/24. 

1901 13th Ave, Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5606 • www.mooretires.com

10132024

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

SHABBONA – The Indian Creek School Board met on 
Nov. 11.

High school Principal Dr. Erik Borne reported that on Nov. 
11 three students spoke to honor Veterans. Twelve Veterans 
attended. Nicole Begne, an Indian Creek alum and Army Vet, 
was keynote speaker. Heide Gallagher led the choir and band 
in a song honoring their service.

Over 100 Veterans’ names were displayed on flags across 
the ICHS Lawn. At the conclusion of the program, students 
shook hands with the Veterans to show their appreciation.

ICHS celebrated World Kindness Day on Nov. 13 with an 
assembly that revisited the pillars of Rachel’s Challenge (the 
main event of last year’s assembly), which includes finding 
the best in others,  choosing positive influences, speaking 
with kindness, dreaming big, and starting a positive chain 
reaction. Recently, all students received a red slip of paper 
on which they wrote the name of a peer and what positive 
qualities they admire about that person. The Friends of Rachel 
club stapled these slips of paper together to create a literal 
chain to represent the positive chain reaction ICHS wants 
to create.  After the guest speaker Buffy Coleman, former 
player for the Harlem Wizards, spoke, students brought out the 
paper chain for all to see, and students will return to SPARK 
(Supporting Positivity through Academics, Relationships, and 
Kindness) to identify other students whose positive qualities 
they admire. These will be added to the chain before it is 
attached to the ceiling in the main hallway. Ideally, both 
ends of the school will be reached with the chain by the end 
of the school year.

The ICHS winter play, “A Kidnapped Santa Claus,” was 
performed at the high school on Nov. 23.

Dr. Borne has continued his meeting with freshmen, and 
talked to them about their first impressions of high school. 
He was pleasantly surprised to hear of the many who enjoy 
recreational reading in their free time.

Three students have inquired about graduating early due 
to having fulfilled the required credits. This request is being 
taken under consideration; the student must have completed 
the Resource Management, English, and P.E. requirements 
to be considered.

There are still para-professional openings in the middle 
school and high school.

The Board will meet in December to decide the new tuition 
rate for Paw Paw High School students attending Indian Creek.

Feelers have been put out for co-oping girls’ softball and 
soccer with Serena and Earlville.

Research is currently being done on a potential new 
baseball field with a possible cost breakdown.

Shalea Brown was approved as seventh grade boys’ 
basketball coach.

Alaina Amoroso was approved as middle school night 
custodian.

Jane May was approved as middle school cheer coach.
Arneson  Oil company was approved as the bus fuel 

provider.
David Erickson was hired for snow-removal for the Fiscal 

Year 24-25.
The acquiring of six new gas buses was approved.

Indian Creek School
to set tuition rate for
Paw Paw students

SUBLETTE – The Vil-
lage of Sublette ushered in 
the Christmas season with 
its annual “Christmas in 
the Village” celebration 
on Dec. 1. The local shops, 
restaurants and stores were 
open to welcome visitors.

The festivities included 
crafters and vendors in the 
Ellice Dinges Center and 
the Sublette Community 
Building. There were also 
dancers at the Dinges Cen-

ter as well as refreshments.
The Grace Fel low-

ship Church served free 
hot chocolate, cookies 
and popcorn. There was 
also face-painting at the 
church.

Lighting of the commu-
nity Christmas tree took 
place at 6 p.m. in the down-
town area following the 
lighted Christmas parade. 
To add to the festive mood, 
there was caroling around 

the community tree.
Santa Claus greeted 

children at the McGraw 
Tax and More office. A 
band also played Christ-
mas music in the building.

Shuttle service was 
provided by Mendota 
Hills Campground to take 
visitors to the various 
locations.

The celebration drew a 
large crowd despite very 
cold weather.

Sublette ushers in Christmas season with Dec. 1 celebration
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What ’s On Your Wishlist ?What ’s On Your Wishlist ?

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL

(815) 849-5232 • 1-800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection 
of New and Used Chevrolets!of New and Used Chevrolets!

11
06
20
24

We carry cards, collectibles, sports 
memorabilia, crafts & more!

Sat. 10am-5pm | Sun. 10am-3pm | Wed. to Fri. 11am-7pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Vendor markets every 
weekend!

809 Washington Street, Mendota
LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

in Mendota!

11
20

20
24

Looking for a truly Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Twenty Five and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2024
$25.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2024

Large Variety of 
Premade & Custom 
Made Gift Baskets!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

23

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION

MGG2023

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday • 10 am to 4

Closed Tuesday

09
02

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE REVOKED
Victor R. Escamilla, 38, 

of 701 Meadowview Drive, 
Apt. 406, Mendota, was 
charged with driving while 
license revoked after a traf-
fic stop at 13th Avenue and 
Tom Merwin Drive at 3:27 
p.m. Dec. 4. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Jason A. Henry, 34, of 

2601 E. 12th St., Mendota, 
was arrested at 5 p.m. Dec. 6 
on an active LaSalle County 
failure to appear warrant/
possession of a controlled 
substance. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail to appear before 
a judge.

POLICE
BLOTTER

Social Security news

By Mike Weitl
PERU – Financial edu-

cation helps people learn 
about savings, credit, and 
loans. It also helps them 
prepare for life changes and 
the unexpected. When plan-
ning for retirement financial 
knowledge is essential.

So, how prepared are 
adults in the United States 
for their retirement? The 
National Endowment for 
Financial Education (NEFE) 
conducts polls on how retire-
ment savings affect people’s 
financial well-being. 

Here’s what we have 
learned:

• In a financial well-being 
poll  conducted during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 85% 
of respondents confirmed 
that some aspect of their 
personal finances was caus-
ing them stress. For 31% of 
respondents, that concern 
was “having enough saved 
for retirement.”

Are Americans financially educated on retirement savings?
• In that same poll, 70% 

said they made financial 
adjustments due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Of 
that group, 27% increased 
contributions to their emer-
gency savings, retirement 
savings, or other savings or 
investments. In comparison, 
21% tapped into emergen-
cy savings—or borrowed 
against retirement savings.

• In a poll about financial 
education mandates, 80% of 
adults said they wish they 
were required to complete 
a semester- or year-long 
course focused on personal 
finance education during 
high school. Also, 88% 
think their state should 
require a semester- or year-
long course for high school 
graduation.

• In that same poll, 84% 
of those approaching retire-
ment age said “spending and 
budgeting” should be taught 
in schools.

Lifetime financial educa-
tion is helpful when it comes 
to retirement preparation. 
This includes understand-
ing  Social Security retire-
ment benefits  and making 
the most of retirement 
income. You can learn more 
on our Retirement webpage 
at www.ssa.gov/retirement.

A personal  my  Social 
Security  account  should 
be a part of your financial 
plan. With an account, you 
can verify your earnings 
history, get personalized re-
tirement benefit estimates, 
and more. If you don’t have 
an account, you can easily 
create one at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount.

To learn more about 
NEFE, visit their website at 
www.nefe.org. Please share 
this information with friends 
and family.

(Weitl is the Social Se-
curity District Manager in 
Peru.)
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See Wrestling, Page B2

HALL 45, MENDOTA 44
Mendota (44)

	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 1	 3-6	 1	 6
Garcia	 2	 0-0	 6	 5
Reddin	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Knaff	 6	 0-0	 2	 15
Coss	 2	 2-2	 3	 6
Martin	 1	 0-0	 5	 3
Denault	 1	 1-3	 3	 3
Gonzalez	 2	 2-4	 8	 6
Totals	 15	 8-15	 29	 44

Hall (45)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Pellegrini	 2	 4-5	 2	 8
Wozniak	 1	 2-2	 3	 5
Sterling	 2	 5-6	 2	 9
Morris	 3	 0-2	 1	 6
Zamora	 4	 1-2	 1	 9
Orozco	 3	 1-2	 2	 8
Totals	 15	 13-19	 11	 45

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 10	 17	 29	 44
Hall	 14	 20	 37	 45
Three-point goals: Mendota - Eddy 
1, Garcia 1, Knaff 3, Martin 1; Hall - 
Wozniak 1, Orozco 1

NEWMAN 61, MENDOTA 34
Newman (61)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Pappocia	 6	 1-2	 1	 15
Williams	 2	 2-2	 0	 6
Smith	 5	 0-2	 1	 14
Oetting	 2	 4-4	 0	 8
Martin	 3	 2-2	 0	 11
Propheter	 1	 0-0	 0	 2
Haley	 2	 1-2	 3	 5
Totals	 21	 10-14	 5	 61

Mendota (34)
	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 1	 2-2	 5	 4
Garcia	 4	 0-0	 5	 10
Knaff	 3	 2-2	 2	 10
Coss	 2	 1-2	 1	 5
Martin	 1	 0-0	 5	 2
Denault	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Reddin	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Gonzalez	 1	 1-2	 5	 3
Totals	 12	 6-8	 26	 34

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Newman	 18	 37	 47	 61
Mendota	 10	 19	 29	 34
Three-point goals: Mendota - Garcia 
2, Knaff 2; Newman - Pappocia 2, 
Smith 4, Martin 3

MENDOTA 65, PUTNAM CO. 30
Mendota (65)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
C. Tillman	 8	 3-3	 1	 19
Kelly	 4	 0-0	 3	 10
A. Tillman	 1	 3-3	 2	 6
Freeman	 3	 2-2	 1	 8
Doyle	 5	 0-0	 0	 15
A. Beetz	 1	 0-0	 1	 3
Cortez	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
K. Beetz	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
McPheeters	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Becker	 2	 0-0	 2	 4
Jones	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Totals	 24	 8-8	 14	 65

Putnam County (30)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Furar	 0	 1-2	 0	 1
Stunkel	 1	 1-2	 2	 3
Main	 1	 1-2	 0	 3
Carlson	 1	 0-1	 2	 2
Zuniga	 1	 0-0	 0	 3
Mattingly	 2	 1-1	 1	 5
Bickerman	 1	 0-0	 0	 3
Ramirez	 2	 0-1	 0	 4
Stoddard	 2	 2-2	 1	 6
Totals	 11	 6-11	 6	 30

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 23	 48	 62	 65
Putnam Co.	 11	 17	 23	 30
Three-point goals: Mendota - Kelly 2, 
A. Tillman 1, Doyle 5, A. Beetz 1; Put-
nam County - Zuniga 1, Bickerman 1 The Mendota varsity 

girls’ basketball team opened 
up the Three Rivers Confer-
ence schedule with losses to 
Hall and Newman.

The Lady Trojans hooked 
up with Hall in a fierce battle 
that ultimately went to the 
Lady Devils, 45-44, on Dec. 
2 at Spring Valley.

Mendota was quick out 
of the gate, specifically Ken-
nedy Knaff, who scored the 
first eight points of the game 
to give the Lady Trojans an 

Mendota’s Laylie Denault looks to the basket while being surrounded by three Newman defenders on Dec. 5 at the 
MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Mendota’s Ella Martin encounters some tight defense from a Newman player while 
looking to put up a shot on Dec. 5 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Mendota’s Kennedy Knaff drives in for a shot against 
Newman on Dec. 5 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

Hall, Newman topple Lady Trojans in league play
8-0 lead. Two of her field 
goals came from beyond 
the three-point arc. But Hall 
managed to claw its way 
back and owned a 14-10 lead 
after the opening quarter. The 
Lady Devils took a 20-17 
advantage to intermission.

Hall was able to up its 
lead to near the double-digit 
mark for most of the second 
half before Mendota went 
on a 9-0 run, capped off by 
another Knaff three-pointer 
to put the Lady Trojans up 

by a point with just over a 
minute left in the contest. 
The Lady Devils regained 
the lead with under a minute 
to go and Mendota had three 
chances to go back in front, 
but all three attempts failed 
to connect and Hall hung on 
for the one-point win.

Knaff finished with 15 
points, while teammates Ava 
Eddy, Ella Coss and Cassie 
Gonzalez supplied six points 
apiece. Gonzalez topped the 
team with eight rebounds and 
Eddy had six steals.

***
Newman was on fire from 

three-point land in the first 
half and cruised to a 61-34 
triumph over the Lady Tro-
jans on Dec. 5 at the MHS 
gym. Mendota is 1-6 overall 
and 0-2 in league play.

The  Lady  Come t s 
dropped in three trifectas 
in the first quarter to take 
an 18-10 lead and knocked 
down three more treys in the 
second period to build a 37-
19 halftime margin.

“We came out swinging 
but couldn’t keep up with 
Newman’s shooting,” said 
Mendota coach John Hansen. 
“We turned the ball over 
more than usual.”

Knaff and Garcia pro-
vided 10 points each for 
Mendota with both hitting a 
pair of three-pointers. Five 
players – Eddy, Garcia, Gon-
zalez and Ella Martin – had 
five rebounds apiece, while 
Garcia and Coss each swiped 
five steals.

Newman placed three 

players in double-figure 
scoring and ended with 
nine successful three-point 
attempts.

SPRING VALLEY – It 
was a great start to the 
Colmone Classic for the Men-
dota varsity boys’ basketball 
team as it rolled over Putnam 
County, 65-
30, in a pool 
play game 
on Dec. 7 
at Spring 
Valley.

The Tro-
jans took 
c o n t r o l 
soon after 
the opening tip as they 
raced out to a 23-11 lead at 
the end of the first quarter. 
Dane Doyle sparked the 
first-quarter barrage with 15 
of Mendota’s 23 points. All 
of the junior’s markers came 
from three-point range.

Mendota continued its 
dominance in the second 
quarter with 25 points com-
pared to six for Putnam 
County and the Trojan lead 
was 48-17 at intermission. 
Freshman Cole Tillman 
supplied 11 points in the 
second stanza.

Mendota took its foot off 
the pedal in the second half 
and put up 17 points.

Cole Tillman topped the 
scoring chart with 19 points, 
followed by Doyle with 15, 
and Cam Kelly and Braiden 
Freeman with eight apiece.

The Trojans will return to 
action on Wednesday, Dec. 11 
when they wrap up pool play 
against Rock Falls at 5:30 
p.m. The tournament will 
continue with three games 
on Thursday, Dec. 12 and 
three more on Friday, Dec. 
13. The action will conclude 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, starting 
with the 11th-place game at 
noon and ending with the 
championship contest at ap-
proximately 7:30 p.m.

Trojans roll in opener
of Colmone Classic
q MHS has little trouble with Putnam Co.

Doyle

SPRING VALLEY – 
Mendota’s junior varsity 
boys’ basketball team won 
both of its pool play games 
in the Colmone Classic on 
Dec. 7 at Spring Valley.

The Trojans began the 
tournament with a 49-35 
triumph over Putnam County. 
Mendota owned a 20-11 lead 
after the first quarter, but 
Putnam County sliced into the 
deficit and trailed by just three 
(28-25) at halftime. The Tro-
jans were able to take control 
in the third period when they 
put up 17 points and held the 
Panthers to just four.

Drew Becker was the 
lone double-digit scorer for 
Mendota with 15 points. 
Cesar Casas dropped in 
eight points, while Javier 
Hernandez, Cayden Taliani 
and Carter Wujek provided 
six tallies apiece.

***
Mendota held off Rock 

Falls for a 40-36 win in its 

second pool play game.
The contest was tight 

throughout, with the Trojans 
on top 21-18 at halftime and 
29-25 after three. With the 
game still up for grabs, the 
Rock Falls coach was hit 
with two technical fouls and 
an ejection with 15 seconds 
left and the Trojans up by 
one point. Mendota was able 
to connect on five of six free 
throws in the fourth frame to 
secure the win.

Casas hit three of four 
free tosses in the final period 
and ended with a team-high 
17 points. Becker was next 
with 10 tallies, while Jayden 
Lesley chipped in with eight.

Mendota will return to 
tournament action at 6:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13 when 
it takes on Kewanee, which 
also went 2-0 in pool play. 
A win by the Trojans will 
propel them into the cham-
pionship game at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

MHS JV wins pair at Colmone

MENDOTA – Men-
dota High School will be 
celebrating the 1989 state 
basketball team and the 
1990 supersectional team 
on Saturday, Jan. 11 against 
LaSalle-Peru at the Men-
dota High School gym.

The players and coach-
es will be announced 
between the junior varsity 
and varsity games. Varsity 
tipoff is at 3 p.m.

A celebration will be 
held at the Elks after the 
game.

1989, 1990 Trojan teams
to be honored January 11

The Mendota boys’ wrestling team split 
a triangular meet with Morrison and Galena 
on Dec. 3 at Morrison.

The Trojans took down Galena, 36-27. 
Pin wins for Mendota came from Komen 
Denault, Trayvon Rucker, Gavin Evans, Mike 
Thornhill and Reese Lane. Gavin Stevenson 
won his match by forfeit.

Morrison posted a 42-24 triumph over 
Mendota. Denault, Lane and Payton Gagliar-
do pinned their opponent, while Stevenson 
and Thornhill picked up wins via decision.
Dec. 3 @ Morrison
Mendota 36, Galena 27

106 – Tamerell (G) won forfeit; 113 – dou-
ble forfeit; 120 – Gavin Stevenson (M) won 
forfeit; 126 – double forfeit; 132 – double 
forfeit; 138 – Denault (M) pinned McIntyre 
(G); 144 – Trayvon Rucker (M) pinned Bailey 
(G); 150 – Kingston (G) won forfeit; 157 – 
Gavin Evans (M) pinned Faulkner (G), 1:06; 
165 – Davis (G) pinned David Reyes (M), 1:48; 
175 – Nack (G) dec. Corbin Furar (M), 15-12; 
190 – Potton (G) pinned Payton Gagliardo 
(M), 1:45; 215 – Mike Thornhill (M) pinned 
Garcia (G), 1:13; 285 – Reese Lane (M) pinned 
Belken (G), 1:09
Morrison 42, Mendota 24

106 – Rubright (Mo) won forfeit; 113 – 
double forfeit; 120 – Stevenson (M) dec. 
Gerlach (Mo), 18-13; 126 – double forfeit; 
132 – double forfeit; 138 – Z. Milder (Mo) 
pinned Rucker (M), 2:20; 144 – Denault (M) 
pinned Baldwin (Mo), 0:24; 150 – Hutson 
(Mo) won forfeit; 157 – L. Milder (Mo) pinned 
Evans (M), 5:02; 165 – Lahman (Mo) won 

forfeit; 175 – Gagliardo (M) pinned Bush 
(Mo), 1:22; 190 – Wilson (Mo) won forfeit; 
215 – Thornhill (M) dec. Carroll (Mo), 11-8; 
285 – Lane (M) pinned Tripton (Mo), 1:23

***
Mendota went up against Seneca and 

Beardstown on Dec. 6 at Seneca.
The Trojans dropped a 45-12 decision to 

Beardstown. Denault and Corbin Furar picked 
up pin wins for Mendota.

Seneca took down Mendota, 70-6, with 
Furar pinning his opponent for the Trojans’ 
lone win.
Dec. 6 @ Seneca
Beardstown 45, Mendota 12

106 – double forfeit; 113 – double forfeit; 
120 – Armenta (B) dec. Stevenson (M), 15-10; 
126 – Rivera (B) won forfeit; 132 – Brown 
(B) pinned Adrian Arteaga (M), 0:48; 138 
– Denault (M) pinned Ortiz (B), 2:47; 144 – 
double forfeit; 150 – Avila (B) won forfeit; 
157 – Medrano (B) won forfeit; 165 – Lopez 
(B) won forfeit; 175 – Looker (B) pinned 
Gagliardo (M), 1:54; 190 – Furar (M) pinned 
Medrano (B), 1:37; 215 – Hartlin (B) pinned 
Zach Schmidt (M); 285 – Dailey (B) pinned 
Lane (M), 1:24
Seneca 70, Mendota 6

106 – Kubat (S) won forfeit; 113 – Thomp-
son (S) won forfeit; 120 – A. Terry (S) dec. 
Stevenson (M), 18-3; 126 – Hedol (S) won 
forfeit; 132 – R. Terry (S) pinned Arteaga 
(M), 0:32; 138 – Phillips (S) pinned Denault 

Grapplers get 1 win in 4 outings
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

(M), 2:30; 144 – Dean (S) 
won forfeit; 150 – Flynn (S) 
won forfeit; 157 – Varland 
(S) won forfeit; 165 – Grant 
(S) won forfeit; 175 – Feldt 
(S) won forfeit; 190 – Vencia 
(S) def. Gagliardo (M); 215 
– Angellort (S) won forfeit; 
285 – Gagnow (S) pinned 
Lane (M), 1:43

***
The Mendota girls’ team 

competed in the Princeton 
Invitational on Dec. 7.

Jayleen Jordan finished 
sixth in the 130-pound 
weight class and Laina Gon-
zalez took fouth place in the 
235-pound division.

Other competitors for 
Mendota were Hayden Send-
ers (135), Delila Kent (170) 
and Lea Turner (190).

Dec. 7 @ Oregon
Hawk Boys’ Invitational

Dixon 6212, Sycamore 
6007, Oregon Red 5819, 
Mendota 5545, LaSalle-Pe-
ru 5270, Kaneland 5136, 
Oregon White 5041, Ster-
ling 4968, Streator 4900, 
Burlington Center 4789, 
Erie-Prophetstown 4492, 
Hall 3965

Mendota scores: Alex 
Holland 194, 222, 193, 183, 
236, 213 – 1241 (5th place 
overall); Kooper Novak 200, 
214, 180, 181, 203, 233 – 
1211 (6th place overall); 
Paxton Bauer 203, 168, 177, 
200, 177, 199 – 1124; BJ 
Bresley 164, 175, 143, 152, 
182, 201 – 1017; Caeleb En-
sor 134, 202, 180, 158, 176 
– 850; Josh Sondgeroth 102

Dec. 3 at Streator Woodland
Woodland 78, LaMoille 52
Stats: Tyler Billhorn 36 points, 
5 rebounds; Brayden Klein 11 
points, 5 assists
Dec. 4 vs. Alden-Hebron
LaMoille 75, Alden-Hebron 31
Stats: Billhorn 41 points, 10 
rebounds; Klein 21 points, 
9 rebounds, 5 assists; Cody 
Winn 5 rebounds; Tate Sund-
berg 5 assists
Dec. 6 vs. DePue
LaMoille 42, DePue 31
Stats: Klein 18 points; Winn 7 
points; Billhorn 12 rebounds; 
Connor Deering 6 rebounds

Mendota H.S.
bowling

LaMoille H.S
boys’ hoops

(6th Grade)
Dec. 2 vs. Holy Cross
“A” game
Holy Cross 32, Northbrook 29  OT
NB scoring: Cruz Arteaga 9 points, 
Sebastian Harzheim 8 points, 
Grayson Goodlow 8 points
“B” game
Northbrook 24, Holy Cross 10
NB scoring: Brayden Thiele 
10 points, Antonio Arteaga 6 
points, Cam Milus 4 points
Dec. 3 vs. Streator
“A” game
Northbrook 27, Streator 26
Scoring: Grayson Goodlow 15 
points, Cruz Arteaga 6 points, 
Elijah Godina 4 points
“B” game
Streator 18, Northbrook 17
Scoring: Antonio Arteaga 7 
points, Xavier Hiatt 6 points 
Dec. 5 vs. Ottawa Central
“A” game
Northbrook 27, Ottawa 25
Scoring: Julien Arteaga 15 
points, Cruz Arteaga 7 points

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Nov. 27 – 1. 
Black Brothers 30.5-21.5; 2. 
Man On! 30-22; 3. First State 
Bank 29-23; 4. O’Donnell 
Excavating 28-24; 5. Maybe 
Next Week 24.5-27.5; 6. Novak 
Farms 14-38

High team game (scratch) – 
Man On! 1083, Black Brothers 
1036, First State Bank 991

High team game (hdcp) – 
Man On! 1255, Black Brothers 
1253, First State Bank 1199

High team series (scratch) – 
Man On! 3104, First State Bank 
2783, Black Brothers 2718

High team series (hdcp) – 
Man On! 3620, First State Bank 
3407, Black Brothers 3369

High individual game 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
269, Luke Ross 246, Mike 
Smith 246

High individual game 
(hdcp) – Nate Bradford 285, 
Mike Smith 279, Charlies 
Gordon 276

High individual series 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
761, Scott Vickrey 633, Luke 
Ross 622

High individual series 
(hdcp) – Nate Bradford 809, 
Charlie Gordon 746, Steve 
Manning 737

Saturday 9
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 30 – 1. 
Team 4 9-3; 2. Team 3 6-6; 3. 
Team 1 5-7; 4. Team 4 4-8

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 1 284, Team 4 271, 
Team 3 222

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 1 638, Team 4 621, 
Team 2 604

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 4 755, Team 1 686, 
Team 3 634

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 4 1805, Team 2 1768, 

Team 1 1748
Boys’ high game (scratch) 

– Jaxon Stamberger 122, 
Grayson Kent 86, Dallas 
Rice 82

Boys’ high game (hdcp) – 
Jaxon Stamberger 241, Henry 
Schoepf 211, Grayson Kent 
203

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Jaxon Stamberger 308, 
Grayson Kent 250, Dallas 
Rice 217

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Jaxon Stamberger 665, 
Grayson Kent 601, Henry 
Schoepf 597

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Lainey Ramer 103, Brooklyn 
Bejster 101, Addyson Fahr 80

Girls’ high game (hdcp) – 
Lainey Ramer 220, Brooklyn 
Bejster 210, Addyson Fahr 208

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Brooklyn Bejster 249, Lainey 
Ramer 248, Grace Piskie 228

Girls’high series (hdcp) – 
Lainey Ramer 599, Brooklyn 
Bejster 576, Addyson Fahr 573

Saturday 11
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 30 – 1. 
Team 1 10-2; 2. Team 4 6-6; 
3. Team 2 4-8; 4. Team 3 4-8

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 4 394, Team 1 322, 
Team 2 282

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 4 664, Team 1 640, 
Team 3 621

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 4 989, Team 1 877, 
Team 2 812

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 1 1831, Team 4 1799, 
Team 3 1778

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 189, Gavin 
Stamberger 140, Lyncoln 
Daley 125

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 444, Gavin 
Stamberger 322, Bentley Be-

jster 313
Girls’ high game (scratch) 

– Olivia Frank 71
Girls’ high series (scratch) 

– Olivia Frank 179
Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Dec. 2 – 1. 
Split Happens 51-14; 2. Leagal 
Beagles 41-24; 3. CM Farm 38-
27; 4. Bad Kats 22-43; 5. Ramer 
Inc. 22-43; 6. The Struggle is 
Real 21-44

High team game (scratch) 
– Split Happens 779, Ramer 
Inc 690, CM Farm 651

High team game (hdcp) – 
CM Farm 1011, Split Happens 
998, Bad Kats 978

High team series (scratch) 
– Split Happens 2214, Leagal 
Beagles 1870, Ramer Inc. 1864

High team series (hdcp) – 
CM Farm 2908, Split Happens 
2871, Bad Kats 2765

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Matt Ramer 237, Ed Roulston 
213, Charlie Betz 204

Men’s high game (hdcp) – 
Ed Roulston 289, Carl Reistad 
270, Raul Diaz Jr. & Charlie 
Betz 264

Men’s high series (scratch) 
– Matt Ramer 630, Charlie Betz 
581, Bob Thomas 558

Men’s high series (hdcp) – 
Charlie Betz 761, Ed Roulston 
748, Raul Diaz Jr. 748

Women’s  high game 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 222, 
Emily Thomas 216, Jessica 
Robinson 202

Women’s high game (hdcp) 
– Gail Sessler 273, Stephanie 
Ramer 258, Sarah Westphal 
258

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 604, 
Jessica Robinson 578, Emily 
Thomas 524

Women’s high series (hdcp) 
– Gail Sessler 757, Jessic Rob-
inson 743, Sarah Westphal 719

Northbrook
boys’ hoops

BOWLINGWrestling
Continued from Page B1

Mendota High School girls’ wrestlers Jayleen Jordan, left, 
finished in sixth place and Laina Gonzalez took fourth 
place in their respective weight classes at the Princeton 
Invitational on Dec. 7. (Photo contributed)
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I just read that Robert 
De Niro is going to star in 
a TV series soon. Has he 
ever done 
one before 
or just mov-
ies? -- K.E.

A: Ac-
cording to 
TV Guide, 
t w o - t i m e 
Oscar win-
ner Robert De Niro was 
“pretty much Hollywood’s 
last A-list holdout” when it 
came to starring in a regular 
television role. The series 
that lured him away from 
motion pictures is “Zero 
Day,” a six-episode mini-
series that will premiere on 
Netflix on Feb. 20, 2025. It 
also stars Emmy nominee 
Connie Britton (“Nashville”) 
and Oscar nominees Jesse 
Plemons (“The Power of the 
Dog”) and Angela Bassett 
(“Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever”).

While the conspiracy/
political thriller will be De 
Niro’s first contract role in 
a series, he has guest-starred 
on a few others, playing him-
self on the NBC sitcom “30 
Rock” and the British series 
“Extras.” In “Zero Day,” 
which he also produces, De 
Niro will play the former 

De Niro

leader of the free world, who 
faces a global cyberattack.

One of the creative minds 
behind the series is Michael 
Schmidt, who won a Pulitzer 
Prize for his reporting on the 
sexual harassment case against 
Bill O’Reilly. He also wrote 
the book “Donald Trump v. 
The United States,” which was 
published in 2020. “Zero Day” 
is his first TV script.

***
Q: I love watching “A 

Christmas Story” marathons 
when they show it every year 
on TBS. I know the actor who 
played Ralphie has gone on 
to do other things in show 
business, but whatever hap-
pened to Ralphie’s younger 
brother? -- M.S.

A: Peter Billingsley, who 
played young Ralphie in “A 
Christmas Story,” is one 
of the few success stories 
involving a child actor in 
Hollywood. As an adult, 
he’s gone on to produce and 
direct several projects, even 
making (and starring in) “A 
Christmas Story Christmas” 
-- the 2022 sequel to the 
original. Melinda Dillon and 
Darren McGavin, who were 
both brilliant as Ralphie’s 
parents, have since passed 
away, but their characters 
live on each year when “A 
Christmas Story” airs on 

TBS, TNT and Max.
Ralphie’s younger broth-

er, Randy, who ate mashed 
potatoes like a “little piggy,” 
was played by Ian Petrella. He 
continued working as a child 
actor in the 1980s and most 
recently worked in animation 
and puppetry, according to 
Entertainment Weekly.

Petrella reprised the role 
of Randy in “A Christmas 
Story Christmas,” along with 
actors Scott Schwartz as Flick 
(whose tongue infamously 
adhered to an icy pole in the 
original) and R. D. Robb as 
Schwartz (who laughed at 
Flick’s predicament).

***
Q: Is “The Night Agent” 

returning for another season? 
My wife and I really enjoyed 
the first one. -- K.A.

A: Yes, “The Night 
Agent,” an action-thriller 
series based on the novel of 
the same name by Matthew 
Quirk, proved to be a big 
hit on Netflix during its first 
season. Starring Gabriel 
Basso (“Hillbilly Elegy”) 
as an FBI agent working in 
the basement of the White 
House, it’s already been 
renewed for a third season 
before the second has even 
premiered. Look for season 
two on Netflix, beginning on 
Jan. 23, 2025.

• Trivia Test •
1. LITERATURE: Which 

Victor Hugo novel was made into 
an animated Disney movie?

2. MUSIC: In the song “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas,” what 
was the gift on the eighth day?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 
the Kalahari Desert located?

4. HISTORY: Who was the 
first African-American justice on 
the U.S. Supreme Court?

5. BIOLOGY: What is the 
process called in which a nonre-
productive cell divides in two?

6. MOVIES: In the movie “Elf,” 
what is the name of Santa’s sleigh?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is the largest mammal on 
Earth?

8. U.S. STATES: Where did 
the first organized celebration of 
Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) take 

place in the U.S.?
9. ASTRONOMY: Which 

planet is the smallest in our solar 
system?

10. TELEVISION: Which 
1980s-1990s TV family sitcom 
had a holiday episode titled “A 
Very Tanner Christmas”?

Answers
1. “The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame.”
2. Eight maids a-milking.
3. Southern Africa.
4. Thurgood Marshall.
5. Mitosis.
6. The Kringle 3000.
7. The blue whale.
8. Mobile, Alabama.
9. Mercury.
10. “Full House.”
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

Strange
But True

By Lucie Winborne
* Montana’s Flathead 

Lake looks shallow due to 
its crystal-clear water, but 
is actually 370 feet deep.

* The expiration date 
on bottled water is for the 
bottle, not the water.

* In 2004, farmers in 
India used Pepsi and Co-
ca-Cola instead of pesti-
cides because they were 
cheaper and got the job 
done just as well. Not 
surprisingly, Pepsi and 
Coca-Cola strongly dis-
agreed.

* After eating a large 
meal, lions can sleep for up 
to 24 hours straight.

* People used to use 
bread to erase pencil marks, 
until Edward Naine ac-
cidentally picked up a 
piece of rubber instead of 
breadcrumbs in 1770 and 
-- voila! -- decided to start 
selling rubber erasers. 

* Two Bosnians had 
been talking in online cha-
trooms for a while when 
they decided it was time 
to meet in person. They 
discovered they were a 
married couple who had 
been cheating on each 
other with each other. They 
ended up divorcing.

* One French cafe, La 
Petite Syrah, charges 7 
euros for a coffee to rude 
customers but only 1.40 
euro to patrons who are 
polite to the waitstaff. The 
cafe is located, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, in Nice.

* Penguin egg whites 
turn clear when they’re 
boiled.

* Michael Jackson was 
said to request that his wine 
be served in Diet Coke 
cans whenever he was on 
a flight. He didn’t want his 
kids to see him drinking 
alcohol.

* Saudi Arabia once held 
a Women’s Rights Confer-
ence that didn’t include a 
single woman attendee.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“A good conscience is 
a continual Christmas.” 
--Benjamin Franklin

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Paul 
Mescal is poised to be the 
next international superstar. 
With the huge worldwide 
success of “Gladiator II,” 
co-starring Denzel Washing-
ton, it’s the one to watch for 
Best Picture, even before its 
opening in the United States!

Who is Paul Mescal? 
In addition to winning the 
Laurence Olivier Award for 
reinventing Stanley Kowalski 
for the London revival of “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” 
(2022), the Irish-born actor 
was Oscar-nominated in 2023 
for “Aftersun.” He’ll follow 
“Gladiator” with the histori-
cal romantic drama “The His-
tory of Sound,” co-starring 
Josh O’ Connor. They play 
two young men who travel 
in the summer of 1919 and 
revive folk songs. Mescal also 
has another historical drama 
titled “Hamnet,” opposite 
Jessie Buckley.

Currently, Mescal’s film-
ing scenes in Daniel Rad-
cliffe’s role for “Merrily We 
Roll Along,” the 1981 Ste-
phen Sondheim/George Furth 
musical that flopped. It closed 
after only 160 performances, 
but its revival became an 
on- and off-Broadway hit in 

2023, winning Tony Awards 
for Jonathan Groff and Rad-
cliffe. Ben Platt is playing 
Groff’s role, while Beanie 
Feldstein plays Lindsay 
Mendez’s role. But before 
fans get excited, they’ll have 
to wait about 10 years to see 
it because director Richard 
Linklater films his movies 
over a span of 10-20 years. 
They’ve only completed two 
sequences so far.

***
John Travolta is making 

his movie-musical come-
back starring in the musical 
rom-com “That’s Amore!” 
with Katherine Heigl, D. B. 
Sweeney, William Fichtner 
and Christopher Walken.

***
Also hitting the musi-

cal-movie world again is 
former James Bond Pierce 
Brosnan, who is considering 
joining Cher in “Mamma Mia 
3!” “Mamma Mia!” (2008) 
grossed $611.4 million, while 
“Mamma Mia! Here We Go 
Again” (2018) earned $402.3 
million. Cher revealed of 
the sequel, “We’re talking 
about it.” She’s angling for 
Meryl Streep to be in “3,” 
but Streep’s character died in 
the second film. So, it sounds 
like flashback magic will be 

needed. Since they make a 
“Mamma Mia!” movie every 
10 years, it gives them until 
2028 to complete this one.

Meanwhile, Brosnan’s 
playing a 93-year-old World 
War II veteran who grapples 
with his past pain in “The Last 
Rifleman.” The 71-year-old 
former “Remington Steele” 
also has a new western called 
“The Unholy Trinity” with 
Samuel L. Jackson, as well 
as Stephen Soderbergh’s spy 
thriller “Black Bag” with 
Cate Blanchett, Michael 
Fassbender, and Regé-Jean 
Page. The latter is due some-
time in March 2025.

In addition, Brosnan has 
the Netflix British crime dra-
ma “The Thursday Murder 
Club” with Helen Mirren, 
Ben Kingsley, David Ten-
nant and Jonathan Pryce for 
2025, as well as an upcom-
ing untitled “Cliffhanger” 
action-thriller film starring 
Lily James. He and wife, 
Keely, have managed over 30 
happy years together without 
a breath of scandal. Ever 
wonder how a 71-year-old 
actor can maintain a 23-year 
marriage, raise five kids, and 
star in film after film? His 
Bond was made from Steele 
... Remington Steele!

Couch Theater
“Fly Me to the Moon” 

(PG-13) -- This film deemed 
as a “rom-com drama” tells 
an intriguing story about 
marketing specialist Kelly 
Jones’ (Scarlett Johansson) 
efforts to improve NASA’s 
public image during the 
Space Race. Kelly moves 
from New York to Cocoa 
Beach, Florida, to start work 
at the Kennedy Space Center, 
where she meets launch di-
rector Cole Davis (Channing 
Tatum), who disagrees with 
her marketing strategies. 
However, their opposing 
energies cause a romantic 
spark to develop between 
them, even though Kelly is 
hiding the fact that she’s also 
been secretly tasked with 
creating a fake moon land-
ing just in case the Apollo 
11 mission doesn’t succeed. 
Ray Romano and Woody 
Harrelson co-star in the film, 
which is out now to stream. 
(Apple TV+)

“Our Little Secret” (TV-
14) -- Lindsay Lohan (“Irish 
Wish”) and Ian Harding 
(“Pretty Little Liars”) star 
opposite each other in this 
Christmas rom-com out now; 
although for a Christmas 
movie, the holiday spirit is 
lukewarm at best. Focusing 
more on the amusement of 
its incredulous story rather 

than the elements needed to 
tell the story properly, “Our 
Little Secret” follows exes 
Avery (Lohan) and Logan 
(Harding) who receive the 
surprise of a century when 
they bump into each other 
at their new significant 
others’ family Christmas 
celebration. Realizing their 
new partners, Cam and Cas-
sie, are siblings, Avery and 
Logan agree to keep their 
romantic past a secret so that 
they can make it through the 
holiday without any hiccups. 
The highlights of the film 
were the quips made by the 
supporting cast, specifically 
Kristin Chenoweth, Dan 
Bucatinsky and Judy Reyes. 
(Netflix)

“The Wonderful World 
of Disney: Holiday Spec-
tacular” (TV-PG) -- Alfonso 
Ribeiro and Julianne Hough 
trade the “Dancing with the 
Stars” ballroom for Disney 
to host this holiday special 
out now! In this 1-hour-
and-20-minute spectacular, 
viewers can enjoy perfor-
mances of their favorite 
holiday songs and a few 
new songs from Disney 
films like “Moana 2” and 
“Mufasa: The Lion King.” 
Look out for musicians such 
as Elton John, John Legend 
and Pentatonix, as well as 

familiar faces like Auli’i 
Cravalho, Seth MacFarlane 
and Leslie Odom Jr. The 
performances were filmed 
in Disney resorts located 
in Florida, California and 
Hawaii. (Disney+)

“Super/Man: The Chris-
topher Reeve Story” (PG-
13) -- This documentary, 
out now, recounts the life 
of actor Christopher Reeve, 
who is known best for his 
role as Superman in the 
1978-1987 “Superman” 
films. But Reeve’s career 
spanned over 30 years, with 
many television, theater and 
directing credits to his name. 
Unfortunately, in 1995, 
Reeve suffered a spinal cord 
injury after falling from his 
horse, which paralyzed him 
from the neck down. Fortu-
nately, though, it catapulted 
him into activism as a result, 
and he began advocating for 
disabled people and spinal 
cord injury research. In the 
doc, there is ample footage 
of Reeve and his wife, Dana, 
as well as his children, Al-
exandra, Matthew and Will. 
Actors Jeff Daniels, Susan 
Sarandon, Glenn Close and 
Whoopi Goldberg were also 
interviewed for the film. 
(Max)

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

The Mendota
Reporter

?

I have made it a prior-
ity to study about love in 
the Word of God. Getting 
a revelation about how 
much God loves me and 
learning to receive His 
love has been life-chang-
ing for me. It’s the key to 
being able to really enjoy 
my life, because when I 
learned how to receive 
God’s love, then I could 
love others. 

This is so important, 
because the best way—
the only way—you can 
have a happy, powerful 
life is to get your mind 
off yourself and do 
something for someone 
else. Helping people, 
being a blessing, and 
adding value to other 
people’s lives is what it 
means to walk in love 
and follow the example 
of Jesus.

Ephesians 5:2 (NKJV) 

What real love really looks like
says, “Walk in love, as 
Christ also has loved 
us and given Himself 
for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God….” 
Jesus—our perfect and 
holy Savior—gave His 
life for us, took all of 
our sin upon Himself, 
and shed His blood so 
we could have a per-
sonal relationship with 
Him and become the 
righteousness of God. 
That was His gift to us. 
And once we experience 
the gift of salvation, our 
gift to God is following 
Jesus’ example in the 
way we live our lives.

Jesus says in John 
13:34, “…Love one 
another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love 
one another” (NIV). If 
we will learn how to 
follow this one com-
mandment, everything 

else in our lives will 
fall into place. Because 
when we live a life filled 
with God’s love, then we 
can become everything 
we’re created to be.

In Luke chapter 10, 
Jesus tells the story of 
the Good Samaritan 
to demonstrate what 
it means to love God 
and your neighbor as 
yourself. In verses 30-
37 (NIV), we read that 
a man was traveling 
from Jerusalem to Jer-
icho when “he was 
attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of 
his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him 
half dead.”

A priest and a Levite 
both passed by him and 
neither stopped to help. 
Verse 33 says, “But a 
certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where 
he was. And when he saw 
him, he had compassion” 
(NKJV). Notice that he 
“had compassion” for 
this man and he was 
moved to do something 
to help him.

He dressed his wounds 
and took him to an inn 
where he could get the 
care he needed. He paid 
the innkeeper and told 
him, “Take care of him; 
and whatever more you 
spend, when I come 
again, I will repay you” 
(v35, NKJV). 

There are a few things 
I want you to notice here. 
First, the Samaritan was 
traveling the road and 
was probably going 
somewhere he needed 
to be; he had a plan but 

he was willing to stop 
and help this man even 
if it meant his plan was 
interrupted. 

Also, he gave his best 
effort to make sure the 
man had good care and 
then paid for him to get 
it. He was obviously 
willing to pay whatev-
er it was going to cost 
because he told the 
innkeeper, “Whatever 
more you spend, when I 
come again, I will repay 
you.” So he was planning 
to come back and make 
sure everything the man 
needed was covered. 

Jesus is showing us 
in this story what real 
love looks like. First 
Corinthians 13 lists the 
characteristics of God’s 
love: it is patient and 
kind, never jealous, 
boastful, or rude; it does 
not demand its own 
way, is not irritable, and 
keeps no record of being 
wronged. Love rejoices 
when truth wins out. It 
never gives up, never 
loses faith, is always 
hopeful, and endures 
through every circum-
stance. Love never fails!

Now, if you’re think-

ing, “There’s no way I 
can live up to this list!” 
I want to tell you, “Yes, 
you can!” You can love 
others like this because 
as a Christian, you have 
everything you need to 
be like Jesus. 

It’s not always easy, 
because we have to resist 
the temptation to be self-
ish, but 1 John 4:4 says 
that the Spirit of God 
in us is greater than our 
enemy. So in Christ, we 
have the power we need 
to walk by faith and live 
a life of love.

It’s important to un-
derstand that God is 
not expecting you to 
be perfect in your love 
walk or to do it with-
out His help. What He 
wants is for you to seek 
Him through prayer and 
studying the Word, and 
as you do, lean on Him 
for the grace to do what 
He’s asking you to do 
each day. 

God is love, so you 
can rest in the truth that 
He is patient with you, 
He’s always with you, 
He believes in you, and 
He will not give up on 
you. With God’s love in 

your life, you can learn 
how to live a life of love!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s three-part 
teaching resource What 
Is Love? You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 150 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and THE 
ANSWER TO ANX-
IETY (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass

M - 6 p.m., Tu - 8 a.m., W - 8:10 a.m., 
Th - 8 a.m., F - 7 a.m. 

Weekend Mass
Sat - 8 a.m. (1st Saturday only), 4 p.m.; Sun -  

6:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon (Spanish)
Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass
Sun - 9 a.m.  

Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Worship  
In-person & on Facebook at: 

Mendota First United
Methodist Church  

Dec. 13 - 5-7 p.m. Bell ringing
Dec. 14 - 9 a.m. Bake sale at First State 

Bank; 10 a.m. Stonecroft Advent study; 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Bell ringing

Dec. 15 - Third Sunday Advent; 
Revitalization cookie decorating after 

worship

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 7 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota
Dec. 12 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”

Dec. 17 - 11 a.m. Produce sorting; 
1:30 p.m. PEO

Dec. 18 - 7 p.m. Christmas meal 
distribution

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Dec. 15 - 9:30 a.m. Christmas cookie 
exchange; bring favorite cookies to share, 

take cookies home even if didn’t bring 
cookies

Dec. 18 - 6:30 p.m. Confirmation class
Online “devotional service” videos continue 

every Sunday at 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 
page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Bethlehem (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. Where did the angel Gabriel 
appear to Mary saying, “Blessed art 
thou among women”? Nazareth, 
Tyre, Ninevah, Gazi
3. With perhaps two different 
biblical answers, who was the father 
of Joseph? Jacob/Heli, Gideon/
Ishmael, Solomon/Nahum, Samuel/
Pilate
4. Which Old Testament prophet 
predicted Jesus would be born in 
Bethlehem? Amos, Obadiah, Micah, 
Nahum
5. For the journey to Bethlehem, 
how did Mary and Joseph travel? 
Bible not specific, Cart, Rode donkey, 
Small raft 
6. Which of these wasn’t a gift from 
the wise men (Magi)? Silver, Myrrh, 
Gold, Frankincense
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Nazareth, 
3) Jacob/Heli (Matthew 1:16, Luke 
3:23), 4) Micah, 5) Bible not specific, 
6) Silver
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

GROSS PAYMENT 
FOR CERTIFIED 

PERSONNEL
Salary Range: Less 
than $25,000
Arteaga, Rey; 
Blumhorst, Brian; 
Damerell, Alexa; 
DeLong, Noah; 
E s p i n o z a - Z a m o r a , 
Adrianne; Fox, Allison; 
Gibson, Nicole; 
Knowlton, Amber; 
Kotecki, Gregory; 
Landers, Sarah; Masini, 
Samantha; McKee, 
Josef; Schmidt, Cady; 
Schrock, Lori; Tondi, 
Brian; Wasmer, Steve

Salary Range: $25,000 
- $39,999
Salary Range: $40,000 
- $59,999
Koskotas, Kyra; Lopez, 
Kyle
Salary Range: $60,000 
- $89,999
Barajas, Kristian; 
Barnes, Jayne; 
Carbajal, Brenda; 
Doyle, Todd; Hill, 
Keegan; Hughes, 
Joseph; Masini, 
Jennifer; Myers, 
Nicholas; O’Neill, 
Thomas; Roden, David; 
Ross, David; Stewart, 
Alisa; Straugh, Eric; 

Younger, James; Zinke, 
Cody; Zinke, Elizabeth
Salary Range: $90,000 
and Over
Artman, Jason; 
Aughenbaugh, Denise; 
Baker, Paula; Barrera, 
Gary; Beck, Daniel; 
Becker, Veronica; 
Busard, Therese; 
Campbell, Janice; 
Cromwell, Nicole; 
Gehm, Matthew; 
Guglielmetti, Katherine; 
Henkel Tarr, Rachel; 
Hochstatter, Kellie; 
Landgraf, Mitchell; 
LeRette Shawn; 
Masini, Joseph; Meyer 

Matthew; Pinter, Tricia; 
Sester, Aaron; Siri, 
Scott; Sondgeroth, 
Brock; Stephens, 
Melissa; Wilson, Amy; 
Wohrley, Kevin; Zinke, 
Brock

GROSS PAYMENT 
FOR NON-CERTIFIED 

PERSONNEL 
Salary Range: Less 
than $25,000
Arteaga, Cesar; 
Atherton, Christin; 
Balcazar, Marco; Bauer, 
Matthew; Brandner, 
Karen; Carroll, Evan; 
Cervantes, Marisela; 
Clark, Melissa; Correa, 

Sofia; Davis, Kyler; 
Decker, Melissa; 
DeLong, Janet; Dieter, 
Dawn; Duttinger, Gary; 
Espinoza, Agusina; 
Figueroa, Rocio; 
Fitzgerald, Jaelyn; 
Gallagher, Gail; Ganz, 
Nicholas; Guerrero 
Jr., Robert; Guzman, 
Enrique; Hansen, John; 
Hanson, Daniel; Haun 
Jr., Kenneth; Haun Sr., 
Kenneth; Heinzeroth, 
Joanne; Herbert, 
Karen; Herrera, 
Lucia; Kaufman, 
Sean; Kettleborough, 
Gary; Leffelman, 

Teresa; Lopez, Marilu; 
McNally, Laura; Meyer, 
Matt; Meyers, Dale; 
Muhlstadt, Michael; 
Nagel, Janet; Nowlin, 
Janice; Perez, Joel; 
Prusator, Jeffrey; 
Reeder, Ryan; Sarver, 
Rebecca; Schallhorn, 
Mary; Scheppers-
Flanagan, Kimberly; 
Schneider, Taylor; 
Schroeder, Lisa; 
Serrano, Arturo; 
Simonton, Jeffrey; Soto, 
Alexis; Stephenitch, 
Mary; Strouss, Jeffrey; 
Stuepfert, Tamora; 
Sumner, Benjamin; 

Tyler, Kimberly; 
Villegas, Esteban; 
Wamhoff, Alexandria; 
Watson, Jennifer; 
Weiler, Sheila
Salary Range: $25,000 
- $39,999
Blumhorst, Patricia; 
Eiten, Zondra; Escatel, 
Uvaldo, Gallaher, Gail; 
Ginger, John; Ginger, 
Ruth; Hall, Catherine; 
Knuth, Lucille; Manning, 
Jodi; Mau, Wendy; 
McConville, Sheri; 
McKee, Heidi; Myers, 
John; Sarver, Danny; 
Scheppers-Flanagan, 
Kimberly; Stiles, David; 

Zimmerman, Antonia
Salary Range: $40,000 
- $59,999
Bauer, Sheldon; Dean 
Christa; Johnson, 
Jarred; Leonard, Karen; 
Perez, Guadalupe; 
Phalen, Debra
Salary Range: $60,000 
- $89,999
Knowlton, Andrew; 
Lipe, Raymond; Sims, 
Wesley
Salary Range: $90,000 
and Over

Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount		 Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount		 Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount

No. 1201
(December 11, 2024)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE



MARKETPLACE
The Mendota Reporter • B7Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

GROSS PAYMENT 
FOR CERTIFIED 

PERSONNEL

Salary Range: Less 
than $25,000
Adam Johnson, 
Bernetta Wood, Betsy 
Sobin, Debra Suplee, 
Diane Brandau, James 
Brandau, Jessica 
Tweit, John Barry, 
Joseph Skotzke, Kristal 
LeRette, Maricille 

Ellena, Melissa Scott, 
Theresa Kostello, 
Velma Fonderoli, Victor 
Crossdale
Salary Range: $25,000 
- $39,999
Jason Kazin, Jeff 
Prusator, Michelle 
Beaty, Scott Hitzler
Salary Range: $40,000 
- $59,999
Amanda Fischer, 
Angela Wendel, Ashley 
Johnson, Brent Kalsto, 

Jeff Biederstedt, 
Jennifer Williams, John 
Roemer, Josh Shaw, 
Judith Hart, Linda 
Troyan, Lori Miller, 
Megan Burke, Melissa 
Dever, Rebeccah 
Conley, Susan Brown, 
Tara Robinson, Taylor 
Breedlove
Salary Range: $60,000 
- $89,999
Anne Johnson, 
Emily Leffelman, 

Lacy Hansen, Laure 
DeSchepper, Linda 
Whitmore, Lourde 
Finkle, Steve Kastorff
Salary Range: $90,000 
and Over
Katie Shevokas, Lisa 
Gifford

GROSS PAYMENT 
FOR NON-CERTIFIED 

PERSONNEL
Salary Range: Less 
than $25,000
Alyssa Martin, Ashley 

Walker, Barbara 
Klein, Bella Drummer, 
Brooke Lovgren, Carly 
Burke, Cecelia Smith, 
Chantel Brennan, 
Clint Stockwell, 
Darryl Sellers, Debra 
Bartman, Dennis 
Becker, Emily Smith, 
Erika Kleckner, 
Erin Bennett, Erin 
Sondgeroth, Faith 
Schafer, Gonzo 
Gallardo, Harvy 

Blumhorst, Hayley 
Popp, Jan Becker, 
Janice Geuther, Janice 
Klein, Jeanne Struna, 
Linda Beattie, Matthew 
McIntyre, Michael Kriz, 
Rebecca Sieghartner, 
Richard Wulf, Ron 
Davis, Rosalie 
Gallardo, Sara Sellers, 
Sharon Johnson, Staci 
Shrimplin, Stephanie 
Felton, Stephanie 
Naber, Steven DeLong, 

Susan Hoffman, Susan 
Miller, Troy Cromwell, 
Vicky Bonnell 
Salary Range: 
$25,000 - $39,999
Cathy Griffin, Colleen 
King, Doug Tuntland, 
Elecia Lindenmier, 
Linsey Deery, Lori 
Fry, Lori Sprung, Tori 
Sadnick
Salary Range: 
$40,000 - $59,999
Cindy Martin, Kenny 

Shrimplin
Salary Range: 
$60,000 - $89,999
Salary Range: 
$90,000 and Over

Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount		 Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount		 Person, Firm or Corporation		 Aggregate Amount

No. 1202
(December 11, 2024)

1101  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

For Sale - Compton 
- 2012 Cadillac SRX - 
112,856 Miles - All New 
Brakes, Rotors & Linings
Tires, Like New - Call 
815-757-8840 - (OCL 
122324)

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

The City of Mendota seeks to hire a 
full-time Building Code Officer/Prop-
erty Safety Director. The person will 
be responsible for approving building 
permit applications and performing in-
spections to ensure compliance with 
all building codes and ordinances for 
new and existing residential and com-
mercial buildings. The director will con-
duct health and safety inspections for 
commercial and rental properties. The 
director will also manage contractor, 
business, landlord, and vacant building 
registrations, including applications, re-
newals, and reporting. The director may 
assist with staff management for vari-
ous city and grant projects. 
Candidate must have Building Inspec-
tion Certification and Home Inspection 
License. However, City is willing to pro-
vide training for these certifications. 
Candidate must possess experience in 
construction and have computer skills. 
Candidate must be able to make inde-
pendent judgments based on accepted 
policy and interact effectively and cour-
teously with the public, especially when 
conveying general legal guidelines. 
Salary based on experience. Benefits 
include health, vision, dental, life, and 
IMRF Pension. 
Full job description and application 
available at Mendota City Clerk’s Office 
(800 Washington St.) or available at 
mendota.il.us/jobs

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

No: 2024-JD-128 
TO: Christian Biggins, 
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
5th day of December, 
2024 a petition was 
filed under the Juve-
nile Court Act by Vicki 
L. Denny, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Alexandria D. Big-
gins, a minor’, and that 
in the Criminal Justice 
Center Courtroom 110 
at Ottawa, Illinois on 
the 28th day of Janu-
ary, 2024, at the hour 
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be 
held upon the petition to 
have the child declared 
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court 
has authority in this 
proceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and each of you, and 
an order or judgement 
entered.
Dated December 5, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1203
(Dec. 11, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 		
Janet L. Schmidt, De-
ceased			 
Case No. 2024-PR-193

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Jan-
et L. Schmidt of Men-
dota, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on 
November 27, 2024 to 
Connie Sue Krzmarzick 
of 2401 Elm Street, Plo-
ver, Wisconsin 54467, 
as Independent Execu-
tor, whose Attorneys of 
record are Guilfoyle & 
Stevenson, LLP, 1316 
Meriden Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342.

Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice.  If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later.  Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
Visit https://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn 
more and to select a 
service provider.  If you 
need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, 
visit https://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the rep-
resentative is required 
by Section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act, the date 
stated in that notice.  
Any claims not filed on 
or before 6 months from 
the first publication of 
this notice are barred.   
No. 1204
(Dec. 11, 18 and 25, 
2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH J

UDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 		
MATTHEW J. WALLIS, 
Deceased.		
Case No.:  24 PR 137
CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of MATTHEW J. 
WALLIS, of Mendota, 
Illinois.  
Letters of Administra-
tion were issued on 
December 4, 2024 to  
SEAN TRAVIS OWEN, 
3911 Louisiana Rd., 
Rockford, IL  61108, 
and whose attorney is 
David M. Kaleel, 806 
Jefferson Street, Men-
dota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
St., Ottawa, IL  61350, 
or with the Independent 
Administrator, or both, 
within 6 months from 
the date of the first pub-
lication of this Notice, 
or if mailing or delivery 
of a Claim Notice from 
the Independent Admin-
istrator is required, the 
date stated in that No-
tice.  Any claim not filed 
on or before the above 
stated dates is barred.  
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/serviceproviders.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider.  If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp.  
Copies of a claim e-filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Independent Ad-
ministrator  and to the 
Attorney  within ten (10) 
days  after it has been  
e-filed with the Clerk of 
Court. 
Dated this 4th  day of 
December, 2024.  
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.
Ottawa, IL  61350
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor 
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com 

No. 1205
(Dec. 11, 18 and 25, 
2024)

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

2 Bedroom
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer &  
Garbage included.

$650.00/Month
Deposit &  

Reference Required.

815-440-5086

IN 
COMPTON

02052024

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.
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GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew LT, 4WD, Trailboss, 
Gray, 122K Miles ...................................$28,900 

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD, Leather,  
Silver, 88K Miles ....................................$21,900

2019 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4x4 Lariat Diesel, 97K 
Miles, White..................................................$43,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, Z71 4x4, 6.2L, 
95K Miles, Maroon.......................................$31,900

2014 GMC Sierra SLT Crew Cab 4x4, 79K Miles,  
Blue...............................................................$22,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4x4 Z71, 
50K Miles, White...................................$42,900 

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 
29K Miles, Red...................................$33,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTE 4x4 Z71, 50K Miles, White, GM 
Certified, 1-owner, leather interior, heated/cooled seats, bedliner, 

running boards & More!

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTE 4x4 Z71

$42,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

AMBULANCE BID
The City of Mendota is accepting 
sealed bids for the sale of (1) used 
2001 Ford E450 MedTech Ambu-
lance. This vehicle has a 7.3 die-
sel motor and an automatic trans-
mission. Mileage on this vehicle is 
87,312 miles, 6806.8 hours. Vehicle 
can be seen by contacting the Men-
dota Fire Department at 815-539-
3434. Bids to be in by Friday, Dec. 
20, 2024, at 4 p.m. at Mendota City 
Hall, 800 Washington St., Mendota, 
IL 61342. The City of Mendota re-
serves the right to accept or reject 
any and all bids.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE	MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE	

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11ACT NOW

to Advertise in Our Upcoming 
Holiday Sections!

Call for rates and reservations!
815.539.9393
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES

WATER SOFTENER

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

$2995 ANY 
BRAND

We Service All Makes & Models. 
Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.

     AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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And suddenly
there was a
multitude of
the heavenly
hosts with the

angels,
praising God
and saying:

“Glory to God
in the highest
and on earth
peace to those
on whom His
favor rests.”

Holy Cross Catholic Church
1010 Jefferson St. • Mendota

Fr. Greg Nelson, Pastor 
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar 

Phone (815) 538-6151

2024 Christmas and  
Holy Day Mass Schedule

A Light will shine on us this 
day, the Lord is born for us.

Tuesday, December 24
4:00 pm Holy Cross
4:00 pm St. Theresa
6:00 pm Sts. Peter & Paul
6:00 pm Holy Cross - Spanish
10:00 pm       Holy Cross

Wednesday, December 25
8:30 am St. Theresa
9:00 am Sts. Peter & Paul
10:00 am Holy Cross

12
11

20
24

Tuesday, December 31
4:00 pm Holy Cross
5:00 pm St. Theresa

Wednesday, January 1 
8:00 am St. Theresa
9:00 am  Sts. Peter & Paul
9:30 am Holy Cross
11:00 am Holy Cross - Spanish 

“For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:11 KJV

100 E 6th Ave, Mendota, IL
815-538-5587

Mendota First United  
Methodist Church

Saturday, Dec. 14
9am - Noon
Bake Sale

at 1st State Bank Main Lobby

Friday, Dec. 20
7pm

Blue Christmas
at Zion

Tuesday, Dec. 24
9:30pm

Christmas Eve Worship Service

Wednesday, Dec. 25
9:30am

Christmas Day Worship Service

Each Sunday, Sunday School 9 am 
Worship Service 9:30 am

12112024

www.ilccompton.org

Immanuel 
Lutheran 

Church

Immanuel 
Lutheran 

Church
398 Church Road
Compton, Illinois
815-539-6567

Pastor
Jeff Schlesinger

In Celebration of 
Our Saviors’ Birth  

& New Year
Christmas Eve

December 24
7:00 p.m. at Immanuel
9:00 p.m. at First, Lee

Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

Christmas Day
December 25

10:00 a.m. at Immanuel
Worship with Holy Communion

(no worship at First, Lee)

12112024

Christmas Eve Services:
4:30pm

Family Friendly Worship 
and 
7pm

Worship
Both services will include Holy 

Communion and candle lighting.

Please join Please join 
us for us for 

First Presbyterian Church
1003 5th Street, Mendota

815-538-5603
mendotafirstpres@gmail.com

Christmas Eve  Christmas Eve  
Candlelight  Candlelight  

ServiceService

5 PM 5 PM 
All are welcomeAll are welcome

Pastor Laurie WalkerPastor Laurie Walker  
Facebook: FPCMendotaFacebook: FPCMendota

12112024

GG2024

Shop  Shop  
Local & WIN!Local & WIN!

November 18th is the kick off day for the Mendota Chamber’s 2024 12 days of Giving Christmas Shop Local Promotion.
For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify for the 12 Days of Giving prizes, you must turn in 
a full card and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.
Double Stickers will be handed out during the Mendota Christmas event on Saturday, Dec. 7th. Be sure to stop by the Mendota Chamber 
information booth downtown during the event for a special Mendota Chamber Shop Local Sticker.
Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. before Dec. 13th. You may also drop off your full card in the city’s 
drop box on Illinois Avenue.
The 12 Days of Giving drawings will begin on Dec. 9th and be held every day, except Sundays, through Dec. 23rd. There will be 1 winner each 
day. The daily prizes will include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.
On Dec. 23rd, the Chamber will draw for the grand prize. All daily winners will be added back into the Dec. 23rd drawing. The Grand Prize will 
include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.

4M Graphix
Anderson Mosshart
Antojitos Gonzalz
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery  & Illinois Sparkling Co.
Beck’s 1-39
Beck’s BP Rt. 251
Bowers Corner TAP
Carquest
Cindy’s on 34
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dirty Dawgs
El Rey

El Torito
El Zarape
Expressions
Floralcrest Inc.
Jaquesis 2.0
La Esquintia
Lakeside Liquors
LaSalle News Tribune
Liams Market Place
Little Jo’s
Lube Cube Plus
Lulamaya
Maxie Salon
McDonalds
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Elks Lodge

Mendota Golf Club 
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Shell
Mendota Sport Shop
Meyers Furniture
Moore Tires
Nightengales 
OSF St Paul Gift Shop
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Purpose Nutrition
Quest
Ramos Cleaning 
Red Ranch Photo
Red’s Landscaping
Rosati’s Pizza Pub

Serenity Creek Message
Smooth Smoke and Vapor
Sports-N-Stuff
Studio 5100
Subway
Sullivan Ace Hardward
Sullivan’s Foods
Tacos Guzman
The Chalet Sports Bar 
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
Uncle Joes Gaming
VFW
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

12 Days 12 Days 
of Givingof Giving
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