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STEWARD — On top 
of boarding and grooming 
for dogs and cats, Dachsies 
to Danes in Steward has also 
operated as a rescue facility 
for dogs for the past 23 
years. Last year, it became 
an all-breed rescue. 

Dachsies to Danes at 
1751 Melugins Grove Road 
is owned by Lyle and Sally 
Ranken. The rescue is a 
501c3 nonprofit and accepts 
donations and welcomes 
volunteers. The rescue has 
seen an increase in dogs 
in need of homes in recent 
years.

“The rescue work can be 
heartbreaking,” Sally Rank-
en said. “It’s a lot of physical 
work. The dogs can’t just be 
left to sit. They’re in and out 
all day long and at night. It’s 
24/7 work. Everybody that 
works here is just family, 
except for our groomer. We 
start early in the morning 
and everything is power 
washed inside and out and 
the dogs are fed and they 
spend time outside when the 
weather permits. We spend 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
In an interview with the 
Rochelle News-Leader 
and Ogle County Life 
on Nov. 25, Ogle County 
Farm Bureau Manager 
Ron Kern said that harvest 
should be fully wrapped 
up locally by the begin-
ning of December. 

“There may be small 
pockets of unharvested 
crops out there, but for 
the most part harvest is 
done and the grain is in 
the bin,” Kern said. “We 
had a pretty dry fall, so 
we didn’t really have any 
weather pressure with 
things like not being able 
to get out into the fields. 
It was excellent weather 
for fall harvest. We were 
able to move and move 
when we wanted to and 
needed to without any 
interruptions.”

Kern said from what 
he’s seen, bean yields have 
been “around average.” 

Dachsies to Danes in Steward operates as dog rescue facility
‘We got into operating the rescue for all breeds because we love all dogs’

Dachsies to Danes at 1751 Melugins Grove Road is owned by Lyle and Sally Ranken. The rescue is a 
501c3 nonprofit and accepts donations and welcomes volunteers. The rescue has seen an increase in 
dogs in need of homes in recent years.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

time socializing them and 
getting them ready for a 
forever home.” 

Dachsies to Danes as 
a whole has been in oper-

ation for 25 years. It has 
worked with Chesapeake 
Bay Retriever Rescue 
(CBRR) for 23 years. The 
rescue takes in dogs in 

need and works with them 
and adopts them out. Lyle 
Ranken said the rescue 
expanded to all breeds 
last year for a simple 

reason: The Rankens love 
all dogs. 

See DACHSIES 
page 9

Ogle County farmers wrap up fall harvest
OCFB’s Kern: Bean yield around average, corn above average

In an interview with the Rochelle News-Leader and Ogle County Life on Nov. 25, Ogle County Farm 
Bureau Manager Ron Kern said that harvest should be fully wrapped up locally by the beginning of 
December. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

He said Ogle County 
farmers hoped for better 
than average yields on 

beans, but dry condi-
tions around mid-August 
likely hampered that. For 

corn, Ogle County farm-
ers have seen “a little or 
a lot better than average” 

yields, Kern said. 

See HARVEST pg 9
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

MT. MORRIS — This 
winter, the Performing Arts 
Guild of Mt. Morris will 
present a dessert theatre, 
Christmas Eve in Chaos. 
Christmas Eve in Chaos 
is a festive, side-splitting 
radio play that captures the 
spirit of holiday mishaps. 
Carol (Trudy Whalen), the 
ultimate holiday enthusi-
ast, is determined to make 
Rick’s home the brightest 

on the block. But when her 
elaborate light display caus-
es a massive neighborhood 
blackout, her dreams of a 
perfect Christmas quickly 
turn into a holiday disaster.

Linda (Priscilla Os-
borne), Rick’s sensible 
wife, finds herself caught 
in the chaos, trying to keep 
peace amid the escalating 
mishaps. Meanwhile, Rick 
(Mark Tremble) provides 

sarcastic commentary, and 
Uncle Frank (Larry Ubben) 
is convinced it’s all part of 
a government conspiracy. 
The family must figure out 
how to restore power before 
the entire neighborhood 
turns on them.

As they scramble in 
the dark, things take an 
unexpected turn when 
Santa (Jeff Bold) himself 
crash-lands his sleigh in 

their backyard. The rein-
deer are scattered, Santa is 
flustered, and Carol sees it 
as her chance to save Christ-
mas. With Rick reluctantly 
dragged along, Linda trying 
to keep everyone grounded, 
and Uncle Frank still on 
high alert, the family sets off 
on a chaotic reindeer hunt 
through the snowy streets.

From runaway reindeer 
to inflatable snowmen, 
Christmas Eve in Chaos 
delivers laugh after laugh 

as the family’s holiday 
woes spiral out of control. 
This heartwarming com-
edy is perfect for anyone 
who needs a post-holiday 
pick-me-up and a reminder 
that even the most chaotic 
Christmas can bring joy.

This delightful comedy 
will be held on Friday 
through Sunday, Jan. 10–12 
at the Allure of Pinecrest 
Grove Theater, 500 Ever-
green Lane, Mt. Morris. 
Friday and Saturday shows 

are at 7 p.m., with a Sunday 
matinee at 2 p.m. Get your 
tickets now! Tickets are 
$16, with a $2 discount for 
students. Dessert (included 
in the price) will be served at 
Intermission. Reservations 
are encouraged. For infor-
mation, call 815.734.2103 
or order online at www.
performingartsguild.com. 

Due to scheduling con-
flicts, this show will replace 
the previously scheduled 
play, A Christmas Story.

PAG to present ‘Christmas Eve in Chaos’ Jan. 10-12

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital is hosting a Holiday 
Drive-Thru Dinner for any-
one in need on Wednesday, 
Dec. 18. It is free for the first 
200 dinners reserved. 

The menu includes a 
choice of ham or turkey, 

mashed potatoes & gravy, 
vegetable medley, dinner 
roll and cheesecake. To 
reserve your dinner, please 
call Michelle at 815-561-
3110 or email mlapage@
rcha.net. 

Deadline for reserva-
tions is Friday, Dec. 13. 

Pickup is on Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at the hospital’s 
main entrance at 900 N. 2nd 
St. from 3-5 p.m. 

A special thanks to the 
RCH Food and Nutri-
tion Department and RCH 
Foundation for making the 
dinner possible. 

RCH Holiday Drive-Thru Dinner is Dec. 18

DAVENPORT, Iowa 
— The following local 

students were named to 
the 2024 summer trimes-

Local students named to Dean’s List 
at Palmer College of Chiropractic 

ter Dean’s List at Palmer 
College of Chiropractic’s 
Main Campus in Daven-
port, Iowa: Grace Pfeiffer 
of Davis Junction, and 
Britney Salinas of Lind-
enwood.

Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic,  the first and 
largest college in the chi-
ropractic profession, has 
campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Califor-
nia; and Port Orange, 
Florida. 

dickersonnieman.comdickersonnieman.comhomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133homeshomeshomeshomeshomes

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

8634 N. Kilbuck Road, Monroe Center

$625,000 dickersonnieman.com/202406512
18 ACRES OF ABSOLUTE PARADISE! One of a kind 5 bed, 4 bath custom 
home. Large open foyer, open concept living room with volume ceilings, stone 
fireplace, 4 season room and wonderful views of the 18 acre paradise. Kitchen 
with, granite counters, desk area, and breakfast area. Formal dining room, first 
floor laundry room leading to 1 of 2 stairs to the exposed LL. Main floor master 
bedroom with walk-in closet, double vanity, jacuzzi tub, & shower area. 2 more 
beds on ML with walk-in closet & shared bath. Plus so much more!

MARK PAYNE
(815) 978-0788

3040 Broadway, Rockford

$114,900 dickersonnieman.com/202405432
EXPANSIVE ALL BRICK BEAUTY IN THE HEART OF ROCKFORD!
This 2 bedroom home has a walk-up attic and partially finished 
basement with endless possibilities. Could potentially be 5 full 
bedrooms or an apartment for separate living. The basement has 
a partial kitchen and functioning wood burner to heat the house. 
Large open space, beautiful hardwood floors. MUST SEE!

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

181 Terrace View Boulevard, Oregon

$189,900 dickersonnieman.com/202406763
EXPANSIVE TRI-LEVEL IN THE HEART OF OREGON! This 5 bed, 
3 full bath tri-level is located in a mature subdivision just outside 
of the city limits. Ample updates. Newer appliances, new roof, new 
bedroom flooring, updated LL full bath, 2 primary bedrooms, and so 
much more. The dining room slider goes directly out to a sitting area 
on the deck with pergola and mounted TV. Attached 2.5 car garage.

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

NEW LISTING!
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX 
INCREASE FOR BYRON PARK DISTRICT 

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy 
increase for Byron Park District, Ogle County, Illinois, for 
2024 will be held on December 17, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Park District Conference Room, 500 N. Colfax Street, 
Byron, Illinois 61010 

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and 
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Nick 
Warrner, Executive Director, 500 North Colfax Street, 
Door #55, Byron, Illinois 61010, (815) 234-6218. 

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes 
extended or abated for 2023 were$564,700. 

The proposed corporate and special purpose property 
taxes to be levied for 2024 are $606,099. This represents 
a 7.3% increase over th e previous year. 

III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public 
building commission leases for 2023 were $548,573. 

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt 
service and public building commission leases for 2024 
are $575,000. This represents a 4.8% increase over the 
previous year. 

IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2023 were 
$ 1,113,273.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2024 are 
$1,181,099. This represents a 6.1% increase over the previous 
year.
No. 1207
(December 9, 2024)

On Wednesday, Dec. 4 a Polo Lions member is loading his car with the third 
grocery order to be delivered. This service is provided by the Lions Club free of 
charge every Wednesday morning. With the weather getting colder and snow 

coming down, if you know someone that has a hard time getting around in this 
weather have them call the Polo Fresh Food Market on Tuesday by 7 p.m. If they 
forget call Wednesday morning by 9 a.m. so the worker has time to fill the order. 

The order must be at least $25 to get this service. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Lions offer grocery delivery

BYRON — The Byron 
Civic Band in Byron, under 
the direction of John Gela-
si, announces its 2024 Hol-
iday Concert.  This concert 
will be performed at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 15 in the 
Byron High School The-
atre.  Yes, please note that 
we will be performing in a 
different venue this time.  
The Byron High School 

theatre is a smaller, more 
intimate place for a band 
performance.

The Holiday season 
program will feature First 
Noel, The Polar Express, 
With Every Winter’s 
Breath, Sleigh Ride, A 
Christmas Festival, Can-
dlelight Carol, You Better 
Sleigh!, and It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the 

Year.  
As usual, there is no 

admission fee for this 
concert, although a free-
will donation will be ap-
preciated.

For additional infor-
mation or directions to 
the theatre, please call or 
text Ron Kroeger at (847) 
219-9393 or email him at 
ronkroeger@gmail.com.

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — The Village of 
Stillman Valley hosted its 
annual Cardinal Christ-
mas on Sunday, Dec. 1 
from 4-7 p.m.

Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
arrived by fire truck to 
Ladders of Learning at 4 
p.m. Children could get 
photos taken with Santa 
and tell him what they 
would like for Christmas.  
The tree lighting took 
place at 5 p.m. beside 
Stillman Bank.   Be sure 
and drive by all the beau-
tiful trees that will remain 

decorated thru the end of 
the year.  Stillman Lions 
served cookies and cocoa 
at the bank garage.  Coyote 
102.3 was broadcasting 
live from The Royal Blue.  

A craft show took place 
at Meridian Jr. High from 
3-7 p.m. where many 
Christmas gift items could 
be purchased. Snow Prin-
cess and Spider were 
greeting children at the 
Jr. High.  You could find 
Grinch around town.  New 
this year was Dancing 
Dads with a great perfor-
mance to Jingle Bell Rock.  

You could take a horse 
drawn carriage ride or a 
hay wagon ride around 
town.  Fresh cider donuts 
and hot cider were served 
at the Brick Center while 
Carolers sang Christmas 
songs.  

A live Nativity was 
outside.   Fire pits with 
S’mores could be found 
by Ladders of Learning.  
Grace Fellowship handed 
out popcorn and painted 
faces.   Girls could get 
nails painted and hair 
tinsel at Tease.   Grilled 
pork chops and hot dogs 

were available beside the 
Wooden Nickel.  

There was a punch card 
entered for a drawing to 
an Ice Hog game and the 
winner was Jill Wheelock.  
It was great to see so many 
folks that braved the frigid 
temperatures to make this 
event a success.  Planning 
for next year will start in 
the spring.  

Anyone interested in 
serving on the committee 
should contact Yvonne at 
the Village Hall and she 
will let you know when the 
next meeting will be held.  

The Village of Stillman Valley hosted its annual Cardinal Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 4-7 p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Santa arrived by fire truck to Ladders of Learning at 4 
p.m. Children could get photos taken with Santa and tell him what they would like for Christmas.  

Cardinal Christmas held Dec. 1 in Stillman Valley

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

SAVANNA – Illinois 
House Minority Leader 
Tony McCombie (R-Sa-
vanna) is inviting resi-
dents of northwest Illi-
nois to spread holiday 
cheer by supporting local 
families in need through 
a  Holiday Diaper Drive, 
an effort spearheaded by 
State Rep.  Ryan Spain 
(R-73rd District). The 
drive will collect diapers, 
baby wipes, and diaper 

cream to help families fac-
ing financial challenges.

“With the rising cost of 
living, it’s more important 
than ever to help families 
meet their basic needs this 
holiday season,” McCom-
bie said. “The season is a 
joyful time for many, but 
it can also be a difficult 
period for families strug-
gling to make ends meet. 
No one should have to 
choose between essentials 

like diapers and other ne-
cessities.”

According to Rep. 
Spain,  “Nearly one in 
two families in the U.S. 
struggle to afford diapers, 
but programs like WIC 
and SNAP do not cover 
diapers and many other 
items families need to care 
for a baby. Many families 
in need turn to local food 
pantries in times of need, 
but with such high de-

mand, it’s often difficult 
for our local food pantries 
to keep up with the need 
for diapers, wipes and 
cream.”

The Holiday Diaper 
Drive is an annual ini-
tiative that has received 
strong support from area 
residents and neighboring 
communities.

Donations are being 
accepted now through 
Dec. 11.  Donations may 

be delivered in-person on 
Wednesdays to McCom-
bie’ District Office in Sa-
vanna or shipped directly 
to Rep. Spain’s Peoria 
office using the Amazon 
wish list. Rep. Spain will 
be offering a Drive-Thru 
Donation Event option.

Drop off or ship do-
nations to Leader Mc-
Combie’s District Office: 
9317B Illinois Route 84

Savanna, IL 61074

Drive-Thru Donation 
Event: Dec. 11, 2024. 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.   Illinois 
Central College North 
Campus – Arbor Hall. 
5407 N. University St., 
Peoria, IL 61614

All donations will be 
distributed to local food 
and diaper pantries.

Questions about the 
drive can be directed 
to McCombie’s District 
Office at: 815-291-8989.

McCombie supporting local diaper drive for Illinois families

Byron Civic Band 2024 Holiday Concert is Dec. 15
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LOCAL NEWS

MT. MORRIS — For-
rest Eugene Floto, age 73, 
passed away on Friday 
November 29, 2024 in 
his home with his family 
by his side after a short 
illness.   Forrest was born 
on November 21, 1951 
in Freeport, IL the son of 
Harvey & Thelma (Derby) 
Floto.  He graduated from 
Mt. Morris High School 
class of 1969. 

Forrest really enjoyed 
the young Ladies he spent 
time with, learning from 
each and every one of 
them, then he met Pam 
Whitten in 1974, and he 
said “it couldn’t have been 
any better,” and married 
her on August 8, 1980 , in 
Rockton, IL.  He told Pam: 
“how do you know you 
have the best if you haven’t 
tried the rest.” Forrest had 
three children and he was 
proud of them.

Forrest worked his fam-
ily farm, and one of his 
passions was working with 
his cattle.

Forrest became a 4-H 
leader at the age of 21, 
and remained a leader for 

34 years, he was involved 
in the extension youth 
council, FFA alumni for an 
extended amount of time, 
he served as president for 
the new fairgrounds start-
ing in 1993 and served as 
president for 6 years, and 
he helped build the new 
fairgrounds, he served on 
the board for Ogle County 
Farm Bureau, Ogle Service 
Co., Blackhawk Service, 
and then Carroll Service.  
Forrest’s favorite past 
times were Sunday drives, 
pickynickys and parades, 
going out to eat with 
friends, weanie roast, and 
farm beautification.

Forrest is survived by 
his wife: Pamela Floto, Mt. 
Morris, IL: 3 three children: 
Katherine (Ryan) Byers, 
Forreston, IL, Alison (Al-
bert) Smith, Leaf River, 
IL, Andrew (Kori) Floto, 
Mt. Morris, IL; 4 grand-
children: Delaney Byers, 
Alana and Allan Smith, and 
Hadley Floto; 5 older Floto 
girls, and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Forrest is preceded in 
death by his parents; infant 

daughter: Christina Ann; 
his in laws; and 2 brother 
in laws.

A funeral will be held 
on Saturday December 
7, 2024 at 11:00 A.M. in 
Finch Funeral Home, 405 
East Hitt, Mt. Morris, IL; 
with Rev. Larry Jameson 
officiating.   A burial will 
be held in West Grove 
Cemetery, Forreston, IL.  
Visitation will be held on 
Friday December 6, 2024 
from 5:00 P.M. until 7:00 
P.M.; and another visitation 
will be held on Saturday 
from 10:00 A.M. until 
service time.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials to Mt. Morris Fire 
Station and/or Serenity 
Home & Hospice.

In Forrest words “What-
ever”

OREGON — Paula 
J. Stark, 78, of Oregon 
passed away on Friday, 
November 29, 2024.  Born 
March 21, 1946, in Rock-
ford, the daughter of Otis 
and Valda (Holly) John-
son.  Graduate of East 
High School.  Paula mar-
ried Raymond Stark on 
November 29, 1969.  She 
worked as a switchboard 
operator for Rockford 
Products Corp and Rock-
ford Screw Products.  Pau-

la was filled with kindness 
and had the biggest heart.  
She was an amazing wife, 
mother and grandmother.

Survived by her hus-
band, Raymond; sons, 
Chad (Tiffany) Stark and 
Kai (Sandy) Stark; grand-
children, Ember, Kai Jr., 
and Alyssa; great-grand-
child, Ezio; sister, Donna 
Bodah; and nieces and 
nephews.  Predeceased by 
her parents; sister, Carol 
Hammer; and niece, Mary 

Hammer.
Private family services 

were held.  To share a 
memory or condolence 
please visit olsonfh.com

MT. MORRIS — Lar-
ry Stiles left the physical 
world on Monday, Nov 
18th at UW Swedish Amer-
ican Hospital, Rockford, 
IL, after battling a short 
illness, at 85 years old.  
Larry is preceded in death 
by his parents, Marjorie 
Lippert (Siebert), Ralph 
Stiles and his stepfather 
Evans Lippert.  

Marjorie Lippert was 
a well-known local artist 
and one of the founding 
members of the Eagles 
Nest Art Group.   Larry 
was also preceded in 
death by his beloved 
grandparents, Frank and 
Emma Siebert of Oregon, 
IL, (who owned Siebert’s 
Grocery Store) Aunt Lana 
Cann (Siebert) and Uncle 
Ben Siebert (Ruth) also 
of Oregon, Il.   Larry is 
survived by his children, 
Laurie Molosz (Bill), 
Cindy Deming, Aimee 
McCoy (Richie), David 
Stiles (Whittney) and 
Kaitlyn Janssen.  

He is also survived by 
his grandchildren Jackie 
Haas (Jeremiah), Jayson 
Hongsermeier (Heide), 
Kyle and Collin Deming, 
Avi McCoy, Tyler McCoy, 
Nolan Stiles, Colton Stiles 
and Logan Stiles.   Larry 
also has four great-grand-
children, Reagan and 
Britain Haas, Sabine and 
Aksel Hongsermeier.   In 
the early years, Larry 
enjoyed the family cabin 
on Kyte Creek (outside 

of Oregon, IL) with his 
relatives and friends.  He 
enjoyed the outdoors, 
cooking over a fire and 
many family picnics at 
The Pines and Lowden 
Park.   Larry graduated 
from Oregon High School 
in 1957.  He served in the 
Illinois Army National 
Guard from 1956 – 1962.  
He then served an appren-
ticeship at Kable Printing 
Co., Mt Morris, IL.  

He also went to Colo-
rado Springs and was edu-
cated at the Typographical 
Union School. He later 
worked at the Rockford 
Register Star, and Frontier 
Ford in Rockford.   He 
eventually opened his own 
successful body shop in 
Mt. Morris (Larry’s Auto 
Reconditioning), where he 
also bought his first home 
on 7 acres. This allowed 
Larry to pursue his love of 
animals (7 dogs, 2 ducks, 
5 rabbits, a horse, cats, a 
cow, and raised a flock 
of chickens for several 
years).   Larry had a true 
love of cars, especially 
Mustangs (he was a Ford 
guy).  

He enjoyed doing cus-
tom paint jobs and souping 
up his favorites.  He also 
raced at the drag strip in 
Cordova, Union Grove 
and Byron, IL.  He had a 
passion for trains and the 
railroad.  He spent much 
of his time at the Oregon 
Depot watching the steam 
engines go by as early as 

age 3.  He once rode his 
tricycle from S. 8th Street 
to the depot at that age 
as well.  

He also enjoyed model 
railroading and had an 
American Flyer setup that 
he built in his basement.  
Larry was an avid Cubs 
fan and was thrilled to 
see them win the champi-
onship in 2016.  He also 
worked for the United 
States Postal Service as 
a rural route mail carrier, 
which he really enjoyed.  
Everyone that knew Larry 
will remember his boom-
ing voice, funny stories 
and jokes and a larger-
than-life personality.  

He had a unique sense 
of humor with a special 
talent of embarrassing his 
kids in public, just to get a 
rise out of them.  He loved 
gardening and growing 
plants of all kinds.  Larry 
will truly be missed and 
forever remembered by 
his family and friends. 

To remember Larry 
and his passion, memorial 
contributions can be made 
to the Oregon Train Depot/
Museum, 401 Collins St, 
Oregon, IL 61061.

Larry Stiles Forrest Eugene Floto

Paula J. Stark

OREGON — Theo-
dore “Tedd” F. Grzywa, 96, 
died peacefully in his home 
in Oregon, IL on Sunday 
December 1, 2024.   He 
was born July 14, 1928 in 
Fullerton NE, the 3rd son 
of John & Barbara (Koziol) 
Grzywa, moving to Illinois 
in 1942, where farming 
prospects were better.  He 
graduated from Maple Park 
High School in 1946 before 
joining the United States 
Army, serving overseas in 
postwar Japan. He married 
the love of his life, Mary 
Wells, in DeKalb, IL on 
July 14, 1951. For over 
20 years, Tedd and Mary 
farmed and raised a fam-
ily outside of Burlington 
IL, then quitting farming, 
spent nearly another 20 
years in a house he built 
nearby. He held jobs with 
the DeKalb Ag, Burgess 
Norton in Geneva and as 
a homebuilding carpenter. 
Tedd and Mary retired to 
Oregon IL in 1994. He 
was an enthusiastic golf-
er in retirement, playing 
daily weather permitting.  
Along with golf he enjoyed 
tending his garden, polka 
music and   horseshoes.  
He was a self-taught wood 
carver, filling his home with 

whimsical busts and ani-
mals from ‘found’ wood.  
A longtime member of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Oregon, he served as 
an usher and worked in 
the kitchen during church 
meals. His true passion 
throughout his entire life 
however, was his family.  
He was a devoted husband 
to his wife Mary who 
preceded him in death in 
2018.  He is also preceded 
in death by his parents, son 
Ronald Grzywa, brothers 
Virgil & Richard and sisters 
Dorothy & Joan.   He is 
survived and missed dear-
ly by his loving children 
Michael (Frances) Grzywa 
of Germantown Hills, IL, 
Christine (Chia) Krause of 
Loves Park, IL, Douglas 
Grzywa of Lake in the 
Hills, IL, Stephen (Mary) 
Grzywa of Marseilles, IL, 
Mark (Elisabeth) Grzywa 
of Downers Grove, IL, 
Kenneth Grzywa of Maple 
Park, IL, Eric (Connie) 
Grzywa of Drums, PA, 
Timothy (Leanne) Grzy-
wa of Winter Garden, FL; 
25 grandchildren; many 
great-grandchildren; broth-
er Jack Grzywa of LeRoy, 
IL; and many nieces, neph-
ews, and dear friends.  

Visitation will be held 
Friday, December 13, 2024 
between the hours of 5:00 
PM and 7:00 PM at Far-
rell Holland Gale Funeral 
Home of Oregon, IL.  All 
are invited to stay after to 
pray the rosary immedi-
ately afterward.  The Rite 
of Christian Burial will be 
held Saturday, December 
14, 2024 beginning at 11:00 
AM at the St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church of Oregon, 
IL, with Father Richard 
Kramer presiding.   Tedd 
will be laid to rest, next 
to his wife and son at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Cemetery 
of Oregon, IL, following 
the service.   Memorial 
donations can be made in 
his name to either the St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
or the Oregon Fire Dept.  
To leave an online condo-
lence or plant a tree in his 
memory please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 

CHANA – Wayne E. 
Suter, age 93, died Satur-
day, November 30, 2024 at 
Oregon Living and Rehab 
Center.  He was born June 
2, 1931 in Honey Creek, 
Ogle County, IL the son 
to Jesse and Nellie (Hel-
man) Suter.  He attended 
Oregon Schools.  Wayne 
married RuDella “Rudy” 
Benson on March 9, 1956 
in Waukesha, Wisconsin.  
He served his country by 
joining the United States 
Navy in January of 1951, 
and served aboard the USS 
James E. Kyes DD787 
from March of 1951 to No-
vember, 1954, as a boiler 
tender.  He and Rudy lived 
in Waukesha, Wisconsin 
util they moved to Oregon, 
IL in June of 1956 and then 
to Chana,IL on October 
1st, 1956. They remained 
in Chana and raised their 
2 children Randy and 

Wenda.   Wayne worked 
20 years for T.R.I.M. In-
corporated in Oregon, IL 
and then worked for 21 
years at the City of Oregon 
Street Department prior to 
his retirement in March of 
1997.  Wayne was active 
in his community and was 
a member of the Oregon 
VFW Post 8739,  Rock 
River Senior Center, and 
Mt. Morris Moose Lodge.  
He was predeceased by 
his parents, his daughter 
Wenda (Suter) Camacho, 
and his nine siblings: 
Dorothy Boyden, Hilda 
Aurand, Hannah Jane 
Travis, Elnora Rodeffer, 
Mary Ellen Alderks, Nellie 
Pemble, Erma Fuller, Gor-
don Suter, and Jess Suter.  
He is survived by his wife 
Rudella “Rudy” Suter; son 
Randy Suter of Oregon, 
IL; grandchildren Cody 
Suter, Randi Suter, Tori 

Williams, and Nicole Foss; 
great grandchildren Sofie 
Suter, Kodey “KJ” Suter, 
Coda Suter, Jada Suter, and 
Quinton Harrolle; many 
nieces and nephews.  A 
memorial visitation will 
be held from 5-7pm on 
Thursday, December 12, 
2024 followed by 7:00 PM 
military honors provided 
by Oregon VFW Post 8739 
at the Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home, 110 S. 7th 
Street in Oregon.  Visit 
www.farrellhollandgale.
com to leave a condolence 
or memory of Wayne.

Wayne E. Suter

Theodore ‘Tedd’ 
F. Grzywa

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784
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Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Kitchen closed Tue.

VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!
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VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
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LOCAL NEWS

On Saturday, Dec. 14 the Leaf River Lions Club will be serving breakfast 7-10 
a.m. at the Bertolet Memorial Building, 103 W. Second St., Leaf River.  The menu 

includes pancakes, waffles, french toast, scrambled eggs, Eickman’s Breakfast 
Sausage, applesauce, orange juice, milk and coffee. Santa will arrive at 9 a.m. so 
don’t forget your camera to get some pictures with Santa. For more details see 
our Facebook page – leafriverlionsclub or send an email to leafriverlionsclub@

yahoo.com.  Merry Christmas! (Courtesy photo)

Leaf River Lions Breakfast With Santa is Dec. 14 

Nov. 18
At 7:38 p.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Shea A. Bierman, 43, of 
Byron a citation for dis-
obeying a traffic control 
device. This violation oc-
curred at 2nd and Walnut.

Nov. 19
At 12:32 p.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Raymond A. Herold, 39, 
of Rockford, a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred in 
the 500 block of Black-
hawk. 

At 6:45 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Meghan E. Palmer, 39, of 
Davis Junction a citation 
for disobeying a traffic 
control device. This vio-
lation occurred at Walnut 
and Merchant. 

Nov. 21
At 1:35 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Joshua C. Eco, 27, of By-
ron citations for operating 
a vehicle with an expired 
registration and operating 
a vehicle without proof of 
valid insurance. This vio-
lation occurred at the 400 
block of West Blackhawk. 

At 3:17 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Matthew D. Minnaert, 
35, of Byron citations for 
disregarding an official 
traffic control device and 
passing a school bus load-
ing/unloading.  This vio-
lation occurred at the 400 
block of North Colfax. 

At 10:44 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Cassie A. Bartosik, 19, 
of Freeport a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred at 
the 300 block of Black-
hawk Drive. 

Nov. 22
At 9:49 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Merle D. Yocum, 85, 
of Oregon a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 

This violation occurred 
at the 500 block of East 
Blackhawk. 

At 10:17 a.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Joshua M. Rienstra, 42, 
of Polo a citation for dis-
obeying a traffic control 
device. This violation 
occurred at the 200 block 
of East Blackhawk Drive. 

At 1:41 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Johnathon L. Lewis, 30, 
of Freeport a citation for 
operation of a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
This violation occurred at 
East Illinois Route 72 and 
North Mill Road. 

At 11:20 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Samantha J. Maggio, 33, 
of Byron a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 
This violation occurred 
at Blackhawk and Walnut. 

Nov. 23
At 10:51 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Omar E. Guerrero Jr., 18, 
of Rockford a citation 
for operation of a motor 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. This viola-
tion occurred at Illinois 
Route 2 and Creekside 
Drive. 

At 1:08 p.m. Byron Po-
lice Department respond-
ed to a crash with property 
damage at the 300 block 
of Chestnut, involving 
a 2017 Dodge driven 
by Richard Chelminski, 
81, of Byron and a 2022 
Subaru driven by Nathan 
S. Gentz, 28, of Byron. 
There were no citations 
and no injuries. 

At 8:35 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Jaxson J. Diedrich, 18, of 
Winnebago citations for 
operating a vehicle with 
no proof of valid insurance 
and operation of a vehicle 
with suspended registra-
tion. This violation oc-
curred at East Blackhawk 
and North Union. 

Nov. 24

At 2:09 a.m. Byron 
Police Department is-
sued Kayla M. Miller, 
25, of Forreston citations 
for operating a vehicle 
without valid proof of 
insurance, driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
and DUI - alcohol concen-
tration in blood or breath 
0.08 or more. Miller 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail processed and 
released. This violation 
occurred at Creekside and 
Blackhawk. 

At 1:25 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Mia I. Avila, 27, of Dixon 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. This vio-
lation occurred at East 
Blackhawk and Luther 
Drive. 

Nov. 26
At 5:34 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Benjamin R. Denton, 18, 
of Byron citations for 
driving without lights 
when required, disobeyed 
traffic control device, 
and driving too fast for 
conditions. This violation 
occurred at Illinois Route 
2 and Ashelford. 

At 2:08 p.m. Byron 
Police Department issued 
Alicia P. A. Johnson, 33, 
of Roscoe a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 
This violation occurred 
at Ashelford and Illinois 
Route 2. 

Nov. 27
At 8:31 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
Jeremy B. Hicks, 49, of 
Rochelle a citation was 
issued for speeding over 
the statutory limit. This 
violation occurred at the 
500 block of Colfax. 

At 3:01 p.m. Byron 
Police Department is-
sued James Simmons, 
24, of Des Moines, Iowa 
a citation for disobeying 
a stop sign. This violation 
occurred in the 400 block 
of Union. 

BYRON POLICE REPORT

OREGON — Marjorie 
Anne Wilhelm, 92, passed 
away on Wednesday, De-
cember 4, 2024 at KSB 
hospital with her family 
by her side.  

Marjorie was the oldest 
of four siblings, the daugh-
ter of John & Mildred 
(Umbdenstock) Thies.  
She was born and raised on 
a family farm near Mun-
delein, IL.  Marjorie went 
to school in Mundelein 
and later graduated from 
Libertyville high school 
in 1950. On June 7, 1952 
Marjorie married John A. 
Wilhelm of Ivanhoe, IL.  

She met her future 
husband while working 
as a waitress at Wang-
mans Diner in Mundelein. 
Marjorie enjoyed raising 
her family and became 
a leader in both Boy and 
Girl scouts.  She enjoyed 
serving as a leader for both 
her boys  and daughter for 
many years.  She was also 
an active member of the 
Illinois extension unit of 
Lake County and Gurnee 
Women’s club where she 
served as president and 
secretary. 

As her children grew 
she became employed at 
J.C. Penny of Lakehurst 
Mall in Waukegan. She 
enjoyed working there 
for many years selling 
major appliances, sewing 
machines and furniture. 
She also loved to take them 
on camping vacations 
throughout the United 
States, which included 
her favorite, two trips to 
Alaska.   In 2000 Mar-
jorie, her husband, and 
mother, Mildred, built a 

house for themselves to 
share.   Marjorie & Mil-
dred continued to live in 
the house together after 
her husband’s passing in 
late 2000, until Mildred’s 
eventual passing in 2007.  

In 2013 she moved 
to Oregon, IL where she 
became involved with St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 
Oregon Women’s Club, 
and various activities of 
her great-grandchildren.  
She took delight in being 
involved with her fam-
ily’s activities through 
the years and being a 
leader for them when the 
opportunity arose.   Be-
ing a grandmother & 
great-grandmother was 
especially joyful, she fully 
enjoyed being part of their 
lives.  

Marjorie continued the 
family tradition of making 
cookies and always having 
some ready to be enjoyed 
by all.   Christmas time 
brought the opportunity 
for all the family to get 
together and bake dozens 
and dozens of cookies.  
Her favorite will always 
be the family’s recipe for 
sugar cookies and decorat-
ing them.  She is preceded 
in death by her parents, 
brother David Thies and 
sister Carolyn Becker.  

She is survived and 
will be missed dearly by 
her loving children Steven 
(Valerie) Wilhelm of 29 
Palms, CA; Alan (Chris) 
Wilhem of Waukegan, 
IL; Ann Wilhelm of Or-
egon, IL; brother Roger 
(Kathy) Thies of Potomac, 
MD; grandchildren Eliza-
beth (Jimmy) Cleveland, 

Bethany Kilarski, Ranell 
(Rudy) MacBrayer, Ka-
trina Bresemann, Rosie 
(Norman Rowe) Wilhelm, 
Marta (Jeremy) Goodson, 
John “J.P.” Paul Wilhelm, 
Patrick (Katy) Wilhelm, 
Sara (Adam Batchlor) 
Wilhelm; great-grand-
children Macklynn Rag-
er, Kayla Rager, Dan 
Cleveland, EM Cleveland, 
Aiden Goodson, Zoey 
Kilarksi, Zander Kilarski, 
Addison Grosskreutz; and 
many nieces and nephews.  

A visitation is planned 
for Wednesday, December 
11, 2024 beginning at 
10:00 AM at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church of Oregon, 
IL, and going until 11:00 
AM.  A funeral service is 
planned for 11:00 AM at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Oregon, IL, with Pastor 
Terese Whitten presiding.  
Marjorie will later be laid 
to rest alongside her hus-
band at Highland Memori-
al Park of Libertyville, IL 
following a private family 
service.  In lieu of flowers 
the family has asked you 
please make a donation to 
either Lifeline of Oregon, 
IL, or St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.  To leave an online 
condolence or plant a tree 
in her memory please visit 
www.farrellhollandgale.
com.  

Obituaries

Marjorie Anne Wilhelm
OREGON — Gary Lee 

Reinke, age 60, of Oregon, 
IL., passed away peaceful-
ly early Sunday, December 
1, 2024, at Froedtert Hos-
pital in Milwaukee, WI, 
after a short illness.

Gary was born Decem-
ber 11, 1963, to Maurice 
Warren Reinke and Geral-
dine Lucille Carr Reinke. 
Gary loved many things in 
life. He especially enjoyed 
bike rides with his son 
Caleb. Gary and Caleb also 
had a great time playing 
video games. Gary had a 
passion for vehicles. His 
favorite thing to do in the 
summer was to go to car 

shows. If he was not at a car 
show, Gary was detailing 
his own car. Gary worked 
for Bemis Ford, Oregon, 
IL., detailing cars until 
they closed. Gary took up 
weight lifting and good 
nutrition. If he was not lift-
ing or exercising at home, 
he would be working out 
at Nash.

Gary was a die-hard 
Bears fan, so whenever 
they played, Gary would 
be watching and cheering 
them on.

Gary is preceded in 
death by his parents. He 
is survived and missed 
by his son Caleb Reinke, 

Oregon, IL., his brother 
David Reinke, Mt. Morris, 
IL., and special friend Tina 
Reinke., Oregon, IL.

A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to Caleb Reinke, 
202 Madison St, Oregon, 
IL 61061.

Gary Lee Reinke
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LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be 

chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of management. 
All letters must be signed or they will not be 
considered for publication. During election 
times, no letters written by the candidates 

endorsing themselves will be considered for 
publication. Editing may be necessary for 

space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, 
but ideas will not be altered. Writers are 

urged to use discretion and refrain from sar-
casm or personal attacks.  Criticism of indi-
viduals or organizations that is not broached 
tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a 
letter. Letters will be published in the order 
that they are received, unless there is a time 

factor involved, space permitting.

Ron
Kern

SUSTAINABILI-
TY is a word we 
hear quite a bit 

these days. In agriculture 
it translates in context to 
caring for the air, land and 
water to pass our farms 
onto the next generation 
to produce food and fiber 
for a global economy. 
Sustainability also trans-
lates into improving the 
efficiencies of agriculture 
in order to provide a profit 
to those involved in the 
industry in order to sustain 
their families and their 
livelihoods.

Often folks ask me why 
don’t farmers do this or 
that. Most times it comes 
down to profitability and 
timing, which inexplica-
bly go hand in hand. When 
commodity market prices 
are good farmers tend to 
have greater profitability 
and can afford to make 
equipment, farming prac-
tice changes or conserva-
tion projects on the farm. 
When commodity price is 
low and farmers are farm-
ing at a net loss per acre 
the funds simply aren’t 
available at that moment 
in time to make those ex-
penditures. It’s a delicate 
slope to operate on.

Sustainability and ef-
ficiency on the farm go 
hand-in-hand. Farmers 
today are doing more with 
less thanks to innovation 
and technology. In fact, 
U.S. agriculture would 
have needed nearly 100 
million more acres 30 

years ago to match today’s 
production levels. Smarter 
farm equipment, precision 
ag tools and biotechnology 
are helping farmers care 
for their crops, while using 
less water, fertilizer and 
pesticides.

As farm efficiency goes 
up, emissions are going 
down in the livestock 
sector. Although livestock 
emissions get a lot of 
attention in discussions 
around sustainability, they 
make up 4.3% of 
overall emissions 
in the U.S., and 
those numbers are 
declining thanks 
to improvements 
in feed and pro-
duction.

A g r i c u l t u r e 
can also play a 
role in offsetting 
emiss ions  be-
yond the farm gate. From 
climate-smart farming 
practices to voluntary 
management of forests, 
grasslands, wetlands and 
croplands, farmers are 
not only reducing their 
footprint, but also are 
actively absorbing carbon 
from the atmosphere. 
The demand for carbon 
offsets from agriculture 
has grown significantly in 
recent years, but the pro-
cess is still confusing and 
cumbersome, which then 
limits farmers’, ranchers’ 
and foresters’ participa-
tion. Often, farmers who 
want to participate have 
to hire private parties to 

help them adopt the right 
conservation practices and 
verify that certain pro-
cesses and protocols were 
followed in implementing 
those practices. As these 
markets are being devel-
oped work is being done 
with industry partners 
and lawmakers to identify 
solutions to ensure these 
markets are voluntary and 
economically viable for 
farmers.

Farmers are embrac-
ing and growing 
renewable energy. 
Biofuels are an 
American-grown 
energy success sto-
ry, reducing our 
country’s emis-
sions and increas-
ing our energy in-
dependence. Over 
the last decade, 
nearly three tril-

lion pounds of corn have 
been used to produce 
clean, renewable ethanol 
for blending into motor 
fuels. In 2022 alone, the 
reduction in GHGs from 
the use of renewable fuels 
in place of gasoline was 
equal to taking 30 million 
cars off the road.

Beyond biofuels, farms 
and ranches are embracing 
a variety of clean energy 
sources, harnessing natu-
ral resources and turning 
farm waste into fuel. Over 
the last decade, we have 
seen a 167% increase in 
farms and ranches using 
renewable energy-pro-
ducing systems, which 

includes geothermal, solar 
panels, windmills, hydro 
systems and methane di-
gesters— that’s nearly 
100,000 additional farms.

The only way agricul-
ture will be able to achieve 
the dramatic goals being 
discussed today is through 
investments in research to 
develop the next gener-
ation of technology and 
practices to help us take 
our efforts to the next level. 
We need researchers and 
innovators working on 
tomorrow’s tools today if 
we are going to continue 
to reduce net emissions 
across the food chain. 
Many of the innovations 
that have helped farmers 
and ranchers significantly 
reduce their environmen-
tal footprint in the last 
several decades began in 
agricultural research labs 
at America’s land-grant 
universities, but funding 
for these programs has 
declined in recent years. 
The U.S. has dropped 
from being the global 
leader in funding research 
and development in the 
last decade, and it’s time 
to bridge that gap before 
we also lose our place as 
the leading producer of 
sustainable food, fiber and 
renewable energy.

“Ask five economists 
and you’ll get five different 
answers - six if one went to 
Harvard.” -Edgar Fiedler

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau. 

“A riddle wrapped 
in a mystery in-
side an enigma, 

but perhaps there is a 
key.” So said Winston 
Churchill in 1939. 

Our story starts at 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
Show and Congress of 
Rough Riders of the 
World. Colonel Bill Cody 
wanted to be part of the 
greatest show on Earth 
and in 1893 that show was 
in Chicago. The World’s 
Columbian Exposition 
also known as The Chi-
cago Worlds Fair would 
draw people from around 
the world. Buffalo Bill 
wanted to be attached to 
the show but was having 
a few problems. The 
exposition had rules that 
Bill could not live with; 
exhibitors were required 
to pay half of their gross 
income to the fair spon-
sors, the fair decided how 
much display space each 
exhibition could have, 
and to curry favor with the 
Protestants the fair agreed 
to be closed on Sundays. 

To get around these 
problems Buffalo Bill 
rented 14 acres of land 
along Stony Island, which 
was just outside of the 
World Exposition prop-
erty. He constructed an 
18,000-seat arena with 
stages, sheds, and hous-
ing for buffalo, horses, 
and actors.   Next Bill 
requested and received 
permission to be open on 
Sundays.   All obstacles 
were cleared and the Con-
gress of Rough Riders of 
the World performed two 
shows per day for the next 
eight months. The total 
take for Buffalo Bill was 
in excess of $30 million 
in today’s dollars. 

Fred Langhoff was one 
of the cowboys in Bill’s 
show. He rode horses and 
specialized in “mesmer-
izing” wild horses.   It 
was his horse handling 
ability that caught the 
attention of a Rochelle 

horse breeder and stable 
owner. The breeder had 
come into possession 
of an expensive stallion 
but was having problems 
training the beast. One 
trainer had even been 
killed. Fred was offered 
the job, and at the end of 
the show’s run, board-
ed a train and came to 
Rochelle to try his hand 
training the stallion.

In 1874 Fred Langhoff, 
37 years old, was a lean 
cowboy and a bachelor. 
Fred developed a strong 
reputation as a horse 
trainer and became very 
successful. He lived in 
and around Rochelle 
until he finally settled 
near Chana. Fred 
married Estelle 
Babb in 1896 and 
as a couple they 
had nine children. 
Fred became ill 
and passed away 
in 1925. The story 
could have ended 
there, but there 
was “a  r iddle 
wrapped in a mys-
tery inside an enigma.” 

It was nearly 20 years 
later, when Fred’s son 
went to school at the 
University of Wisconsin, 
that the story started to 
reveal itself. It was dis-
covered that there was 
a rather large group of 
folks named Langhoff in 
the Fort Atkinson area 
of Wisconsin. So Fred’s 
son decided to see if they 
might be related, and boy 
were they related. 

Ferdinand A. Lang-
holff was born in Jeffer-
son County, Wisconsin 
on June 14, 1856. As was 
common in the day Fer-
dinand Americanized his 
name to Fred Langhoff. 
For Fred it was difficult 
to live under his father’s 
strict protestant rule so, at 
the age of 13, he joined 
a wagon train and headed 
west to the Dakota Terri-
tories. Initially he stayed 
with his brother Charles 

but the wanderlust was 
overpowering. When he 
was 15 Fred left on his 
first cattle drive from 
Texas to Kansas. Fred’s 
adventures  spanned 
across Texas, Wyoming, 
Canada, and across the 
Dakota Territory. When 
he turned 18 Fred was 
riding with a mapping 
and surveying group in 
Wyoming. He even had 
a narrow escape during 
an Indian attack. For 12 
years Fred worked cattle 
and horses, he had grown 
from a Wisconsin farmer 
to a true western cowboy. 

December of 1881 
saw a new develop-
ment in Fred’s life, he 

married Evaline 
(Eva) Farrell and 
they settled on 
360 acres of land 
in Wyoming. Fred 
and Eva grew a 
successful cattle 
and horse ranch 
at the confluence 
of two forks of 
the Sybille Creek. 
Over the years the 

family was blessed with 
three children and the 
ranch prospered. Some 
believed the ranch pros-
pered a little too well. 	

The Laramie Repub-
lican of Aug. 11, 1892 
told the story. “Fred A. 
Langhoff of the Sybille, 
who is well known in 
Laramie was brought 
to Cheyenne yesterday, 
by Sheriff Kelly from 
Clintonville, Wisconsin 
charged with stealing 26 
head of horses from his 
neighbors and selling 
them in Kentucky.”  Eva 
and two ranch hands, 
Tom Boucher and Louis 
Bath, were also arrested, 
the hands held in jail and 
Eva released to care for 
her three children. 

Had the Langhoffs 
been stealing horses? 
The family insisted that 
they were being framed 
by large landowners who 
wanted to take their prop-

erty. The Cattlemen’s 
Association had hired a 
stock detective, James 
Moore, to keep an eye 
on the smaller ranches. 
The question is still un-
answered as to whether 
Mr. Moore was there for 
the protection of all or 
to find evidence for the 
few. The trials were held 
with varying results. Tom 
Boucher and Louis Bath 
were released. The pros-
ecution’s key witness, 
Detective Moore, had 
been arrested and sent to 
jail for stealing a saddle. 
Eva Langhoff was found 
not guilty. Fred Langhoff 
had a split jury, six guilty 
and six not guilty. 

Fred was out on bail 
awaiting a new trial, his 
wife was in Laramie try-
ing to secure money for 
legal expenses. Eva heard 
rumor that a band of men 
from the Cattlemen’s As-
sociation was going to go 
to the Langhoff ranch to 
dole out their own justice. 
Eva raced home and told 
Fred that the lynch mob 
was close behind her. 
Fred had no options, he 
mounted a fresh horse 
and fled to the railroad 
at Cheyenne with a posse 
on his heels. He never 
returned to the west or his 
family again. Eventually 
Eva divorced Fred for 
desertion.

So what happened 
after the two families 
became aware of each 
other? Amazingly the 
two families became very 
close. The wives, Eva 
and Estelle, became pen 
pals and wrote each other 
frequently. The children 
of both families stayed in 
contact and periodically 
gathered in Wisconsin for 
family reunions. 

There you have it, Fred 
Langhoff, a cowboy with 
a secret.

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. 

Sustainability in agriculture

Ferdinand Langhoff: A cowboy with a secret

Tom
McDermott

* On Dec. 23, 1982, 
Chaminade University of 
Honolulu, a school with 
only 900 students, beat 
the top-ranked University 
of Virginia by a mere five 
points in one of the most 
stunning upsets in Amer-
ican basketball history. 
As ESPN’s Chris Berman 
remarked, “We can’t tell 
you what happened, but 
the No. 1 team in college 
basketball has lost to -- 
we don’t even know who 
they are.”

* On Dec. 24, 1851, a 
fire at the Library of Con-
gress in Washington, D.C., 
destroyed approximately 
two-thirds of its 55,000 
volumes, including most 
of Thomas Jefferson’s 
personal library. 

* On Dec. 25, 1962, the 
film adaptation of Harper 
Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning novel “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” opened in 
Los Angeles. It was nom-
inated for eight Oscars 
and won three, and the 
American Film Institute 
rated lead character Atti-
cus Finch as the greatest 
movie hero of the 20th 
century.

* On Dec. 26, 1820, 
Moses Austin, a merchant 
turned mine owner, met 
with Spanish authorities 
in San Antonio to ask 
permission for 300 An-
glo-American families 
to settle in Texas, in the 
hope of recovering from 
bankruptcy via the estab-
lishment of a new colony. 
His request was approved, 
but he died before he could 
carry it out, so the task was 
completed by his son, with 
more than 20,000 arrivals 
eventually succeeding in 
making Texas an indepen-
dent state.

* On Dec. 27, 1944, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt ordered his 
secretary of war to seize 
properties belonging to 
the Montgomery Ward 
company after it refused 
to comply with a labor 
agreement, announcing 
that the government would 
“not tolerate any interfer-
ence with war production 
in this critical hour.”

* On Dec. 28, 1908, 
the worst earthquake in 
recorded European his-
tory struck the Straits 
of Messina in southern 
Italy, leveling the cities 
of Messina and Reggio 
di Calabria and ultimately 
causing the deaths of an 
estimated 100,000 people.

* On Dec. 29, 1170, 
Archbishop Thomas 
Becket was murdered in 
Canterbury Cathedral by 
four of King Henry II’s 
knights, apparently on his 
orders. Four years later, 
Henry was forced to do 
penance at Becket’s tomb, 
and his efforts to end 
the separation between 

church and state came to 
an end.

* On Dec. 18, 1966, 
Dr. Seuss’s popular book 
“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas” was made into 
an animated TV special 
narrated by well-known 
horror movie star Boris 
Karloff, who also provid-
ed the voice of the titular 
character, and shown for 
the first time on CBS.  

* On Dec. 19, 1942, 
American fighter pilot 
Eddie Rickenbacker was 
pulled out of the Pacific 
Ocean after being lost at 
sea for 22 days. He and 
six other men would have 
starved to death if they 
hadn’t caught and eaten 
a seagull. Rickenbacker 
was on a special mission 
in the South Pacific when 
he went missing.

* On Dec. 20, 1990, the 
Population Crisis Com-
mittee declared Lagos, 
Nigeria the worst city in 
the world in which to live, 
with the top-ranked cities 
listed as Montreal, Mel-
bourne and Seattle-Ta-
coma. Half of Lagos’ 
homes lacked water and 
electricity, and only one 
person in 100 owned a 
telephone. The city also 
had a density of 5.8 per-
sons per dwelling.

* On Dec. 21, 2007, 
Britain’s former prime 
minister Tony Blair left 
the Anglican Church to 
become a Roman Catho-
lic. The cardinal who led 
the service to welcome 
him said he was “very 
glad” to do so, but contro-
versy remained on wheth-
er the conversion was in 
pursuit of the European 
Union presidency.

* On Dec. 22, 1945, 
broadcast journalist Di-
ane Sawyer was born in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
Before landing at CBS 
in 1978, she was a White 
House press aide during 
the Richard Nixon admin-
istration and later assisted 
Nixon with his memoirs. 
At one point she was the 
highest-paid woman in 
American TV news.

* On Dec. 23, 1954, 
Dr. Joseph E. Murray and 
several other surgeons 
performed the first truly 
successful human kidney 
transplant, between iden-
tical twin brothers, at Pe-
ter Bent Brigham Hospital 
in Boston, Massachusetts.

* On Dec. 24, 1828, 
eggnog riots began at the 
U.S. Military Academy in 
West Point, New York, in 
what was also known as 
the Grog Mutiny. The dis-
turbances were sparked 
by cadets’ copious con-
sumption of eggnog made 
with smuggled whiskey 
and lasted until the next 
day. 

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 
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The Library will be 
closed on Tuesday, De-
cember 24th, Wednesday, 
December 25th, Tues-
day, December 31th and 
Wednesday, January 1st. 

Preschool Story Time
(18 months – 6 years). 

Story Time is on Mondays 
at 10 am through December 
16th.    Stories, crafts and 
friends to share books...all 
at your Library! Registra-
tion is required, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com. 
or call (815) 732-2724.  

Book Clubs
The 2WBC meets 

Wednesday, December 
11 at 12:30  to discuss 
The Godfather by Mario 
Puzo. The Afternoon Book 
Club meets Wednesday, 
December 18 at 1 pm 
to discuss Once Upon a 
Wardrobe by Patti Calla-
han. Cocktails and Crime 
will meet not meet in 
December, but there are 
two books available which 
will both be discussed in 
January.  Books on Tap 
Book Club will not meet 
in December, but will meet 
on January 23 at Cork & 
Tap to discuss The House 
Maid by Freida McFadden 
and Maybe Next Time by 
Cesca Major.  Is This Just 
Fantasy?  Book Club will 
meet  December 17 to dis-
cuss The Poppy War by R. 
F. Kuang.  

Holiday Movie Binge 
Boxes

Registration has be-
gun. Holiday Movie Night 
Binge Boxes are back!  
Inside each box are DVDs 
hand-picked for you by 
our librarians plus a festive 
treat and activity.   Call 
(815) 732-2724 or visit 
our website to complete 
your registration for your 
box before December 19th.  
Once your box is ready, you 
will be notified to pick it 
up at the Library.  Must be 
an Oregon Library Card 
holder.

StoryWalk I Spy Con-
test

Now through December 
20th  (Oregon Library card-
holders only). Come by the 
Library and pick up an entry 
form, walk the Story Walk 
at Oregon Park West and 

answer the questions about 
the story. Once completed, 
turn in the entry form no 
later than December 20. 
Individual with the most 
correct answers will receive 
a gift card from an Oregon 
business. 

December Distraction 
- It’s Back! 

Now through Friday, 
December 20th, when 
Oregon Public Library Dis-
trict cardholders check out 
reading material, they may 
receive a scratch-off ticket 
for every 3 reading material 
items for a chance to win 
prizes.  Scratch off your 
ticket and see if you win! 
Winning ticket holders 
may select one of the prize 
packages that are now on 
display at the Library. Ask 
one of our librarians for 
more details.

The Magic of Raina 
Telgemeier

Tuesday, December 
10th  at 7 pm. Join us for 
a night with critically ac-
claimed comic artist, Raina 
Telgemeier! Raina is the 
author and illustrator of the 
graphic novels Smile, Dra-
ma ,  Sisters ,  Ghosts , 
and Guts, all #1 New York 
Times bestsellers. She also 
adapted and illustrated four 
graphic novel versions of 
Ann M. Martin’s Baby-Sit-
ters Club  series, and has 
contributed short stories to 
many anthologies. New in 
2024, The Cartoonists Club 
— a one-of-a-kind graph-
ic novel from Raina and 
Scott McCloud.  Raina’s 
accolades include six 
Eisner Awards, a Boston 
Globe-Horn Book Honor, 
a Stonewall Honor, and 
many Best-of and Notables 
lists. Raina grew up in San 
Francisco, then moved 
to New York City, where 
she earned an illustration 
degree at the School of 
Visual Arts. Raina currently 
lives and works in San 
Francisco, CA. Children’s 
Librarian Genevieve Grove 
will join Raina in conver-
sation.  Register at:  bit.ly/
ILP_RainaTelgemeier 

This event is made pos-
sible by Illinois Libraries 
Present (ILP), a statewide 
collaboration among pub-

lic libraries offering pre-
mier events. ILP is funded 
in part by a grant awarded 
by the Illinois State Library, 
a department of the Office 
of Secretary of State, using 
funds provided by the U.S. 
Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, under the 
provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology 
Act (LSTA). 

Craft with Corks
Tuesday, December 10 

at 6 pm (4th grade through 
adults) Registration ends 
Sunday, December 8th.  
Create a one of a kind item 
using old wine corks. Bring 
your own corks or use 
supplies that are provided.  
Registration required (815) 
732-2724 or www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com

Ink with A Friend 
Monthly Card Club

Monday, December 
16th at 6:00pm. Sending per-
sonal cards to your friends 
and family is a way to let 
them know you care and 
are thinking about them. All 
designs include beautiful 
colored cardstock, gor-
geous designer series paper, 
detailed stamped images, 
die cut pieces, matching 
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments.  All cards come 
with matching envelopes. 
Whether you’re a new card 
maker or a seasoned pro, 
our kits are suited to every 
skill level. Don’t wait! 
Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration required 
(815) 732-2724  or  www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, December 17 

at 1:30pm or 5:30 pm 
(Choose your time slot). 
Salt Shaker Snowman! 
ALL supplies provided. 
This is an adult only class, 
18 and up.  Registration 
required, please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit  www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Little Women: The 
Musical

Friday, December 20 to 
Sunday, December 22- An 
At Home Experience  (in 
collaboration with Broad-
wayHD). Louisa May 
Alcott’s classic story of 
four sisters growing up 

in 19th-century Massa-
chusetts made its London 
premiere in this acclaimed 
production at Park Theatre. 
Originally presented on 
Broadway in 2005 starring 
Sutton Foster, Lydia White 
and Savannah Stevenson 
lead a talented cast in this 
beloved tale of family, 
self-discovery, and hope. 
Little Women at Park The-
atre is directed by Bronagh 
Lagan with set and costume 
design by Nik Corrall, mu-
sical direction by Leo Mun-
by, orchestrations by Andy 
Collyer, choreography by 
Sarah Golding, lighting 
design by Ben M. Rogers, 
sound design by Paul Gavin 
and casting by Jane Deitch. 
It is produced by Katy Lip-
son for Aria Entertainment, 
Hope Mill Theatre and 
Knockhardy Productions, 
in association with Park 
Theatre, and co-produced 
by Bonnie Comley and 
Stewart F. Lane. Little 
Women has a book by Allan 
Knee (Finding Neverland, 
The Astonishing Times of 
Timothy Cratchit), lyrics by 
Mindi Dickstein, and music 
by Grammy Award-winner 
Jason Howland.  Register 
at:  https://bit.ly/ILP_Lit-
tleWomen This event is 
made possible by Illinois 
Libraries Present (ILP), 
a statewide collaboration 
among public libraries of-
fering premier events. ILP 
is funded in part by a grant 
awarded by the Illinois 
State Library, a department 
of the Office of Secretary of 
State, using funds provided 
by the U.S. Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of the 
Library Services and Tech-
nology Act (LSTA). ILP is 
committed to inclusion and 
accessibility.

Lego Club
Monday, December 23 

pm at 1 pm  (2nd grade 
& up)  (No School). Get 
together and spend some 
recreational time building! 
There will be a limited 
number of vintage kit 
instructions available, so 
if you make it, you can 
take it! ( First come, first 
serve) The club is designed 
to provide an enjoyable 

activity (FUN) that stimu-
lates and develops spatial 
intelligence. Registration 
is required. 

Functional Fitness
Wednesdays at 9:30am. 

In this class, we use ex-
ercises based on whole-
body movements to restore 
posture, improve body 
mechanics, build strength 
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We 
start with a slow warm-up 
followed by core exercis-
es – then explore how to 
utilize these tools based on 
real situations in daily life. 
Bring your yoga mat! All 
levels are welcome. - OR-
EGON PATRONS ONLY 
- Registration required, this 
class fills quickly. Please 
call (815) 732-2724 or 
visit www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

Knit & Crochet is 
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. 
This group meets every 
Monday at 1 pm and is open 
to anyone.  From beginner 
to expert, all skill level are 
welcome to join.     Bring 
any hand craft and work on 
it while socializing.  Need 
help getting started with 
your knitting project, stop 
in on a Monday.   Regis-
tration is requested, vis-
it http://www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com or call  (815) 
732-2724.

New Photo Printer at 
the library! 

The library now has a 
photo printer capable of 
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10, 
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on a 
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm 
and see what it can print 
for you! 

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your garden?  
Have extra seeds?  Donate 
them to the community 
seed library.  We have seed 
envelops for you to fill for 
our collection.   Seeds are 
FREE for anyone. 

Oregon Writers Group
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes 
who meet to support each 
other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of the 

group is to help and encour-
age you in your writing.  If 
you need brainstorming 
ideas, we can help suggest 
ideas or aid with the cre-
ative process. 

New Resource at the 
Library! EBSCO Data-
bases has arrived! 

Do you want to know 
more about arts and crafts, 
car repair, starting a busi-
ness, or planning an estate? 
Maybe you need to prep for 
the GED or study for col-
lege-entrance exams. Have 
you ever wished you could 
research academic topics 
from home? Oregon Public 
Library patrons can now 
find full-text e-resource 
materials on a variety of 
topics. Follow the links 
from our website to access 
the new EBSCO databases 
from the library, or login 
remotely from home with 
your Oregon Public Library 
Card. What interests you?

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons  seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at that 
time and for a checklist of 
items, you will need for the 
appointment.

Find A Character 
Ticket!

What is a Character 
Ticket? A character Ticket 
represents an image of a 
character from that specific 
book.   Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various 
books in the children/youth 
book collection. After you 
check out a book and find a 
character ticket in the book, 
you may adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home. 
Open to Oregon Public 
Library cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & 
Oregon Public Library 
StoryWalk @Oregon 
Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story- Winter’s Gift by Jane 
Monroe Donovan   At the 
StoryWalk is If  You Take 
a Mouse to the Movies by 
Laura Numeroff.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

LOCAL NEWS

OREGON — On Nov. 
26 deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 14,000 
block of West Illinois 
Route 72.  As a result of 
that traffic stop, Baran 
C. Tzapinol, 72, of Pearl 
City, was issued citations 
for operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration, operating a 
motor vehicle without 
a driver’s license, and 
operating a motor vehi-
cle without insurance.  
Tzapinol was released at 
the scene with a notice to 
appear in court mid-De-
cember. 

On Nov. 27 at approxi-
mately 9:08 p.m. deputies 
along with Monroe Cen-
ter Fire and EMS, were 
dispatched to the area of 
Illinois Route 72 and Kil-
buck Road in reference 
to a one-vehicle accident 
with injuries. After inves-
tigation, deputies learned 
a 16-year-old male juve-
nile was driving a blue 
Chevrolet Blazer prior to 
the accident. The driver 
was traveling westbound 
on Illinois Route 72 just 
east of the intersection 
when he stated he fell 
asleep and traveled into 
the south ditch at the 
intersection. The vehicle 
struck a guardrail post 

before going airborne 
across a small water ditch 
and coming to rest.  The 
vehicle sustained heavy 
damage and the driver 
was transported OSF 
Hospital in Rockford 
by Monroe Center EMS 
for non-life threatening 
injuries. The driver was 
later issued a citation for 
failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident. 

On Nov. 27 at approxi-
mately 9:37 p.m. deputies 
responded to 10950 East 
Flagg Road for a car in the 
ditch. After investigation, 
deputies arrested Guada-
lupe Mejia Rosas, 51, of 
Mt. Morris, for driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol. It was determined 
that a silver Ford Focus 
driven by Mejia Rosas, 
was attempting to back 
out of a driveway and 
misjudged the entrance 
of the roadway, causing 
the vehicle to enter the 
ditch and become im-
mobile. Mejia Rosas was 
later transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
she was issued a notice 
to appear with a future 
court date. Mejia Rosas 
was also cited for DUI - 
intoxicating compound.

On Nov. 27 at 4:44 
p.m. deputies responded 

to the 11,000 block of 
North Illinois Route 2 
for a one-vehicle accident 
with unknown injuries. 
After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies discovered 
a 17-year-old female 
juvenile was traveling 
southbound before veer-
ing off the roadway and 
striking a guardrail and 
over-correcting, causing 
the vehicle to overturn. 
The vehicle sustained 
heavy damage and the 
driver was transported to 
Mercy Riverside for non-
life threatening injuries. 
The driver was later is-
sued a citation for failure 
to reduce speed/too fast 
for conditions.  Byron 
Fire/EMS and Byron 
Police assisted with the 
accident.

On Nov. 28 at approx-
imately 11:15 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop around the 5,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 2. After investi-
gation, deputies placed 
Charles N. Jackson, 26, 
of Rockford under ar-
rest for an outstanding 
McLean County warrant 
for failure to appear on a 
domestic battery charge. 
Leonard Cotton Jr., 25, 
of Sterling, was also 
placed under arrest for 

an outstanding Whiteside 
County warrant for fail-
ure to appear for a traffic 
offense, driving under the 
influence of drugs. Both 
were transported to the 
Ogle County Jail. Cot-
ton Jr. was held pending 
an appearance before a 
judge.  

On Nov. 28 at approx-
imately 12:18 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 12,000 block 
of East Illinois Route 
64.   After investigation, 
deputies placed Edward 
Weber, 32, of Westmont, 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol.   Weber was 
additionally issued cita-
tions for speeding 15-20 
miles per hour over the 
speed limit and DUI with 
a BAC of .08 or more.  
Weber was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was released on 
a notice to appear.

On Nov. 29 at 3 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 6,000 block 
of South Illinois Route 2. 
As a result, deputies ar-
rested Damion C. Yocum, 
32, of Kenosha, Wiscon-
sin, for driving while 
license revoked. Yocum 
was additionally issued 
citations for operating an 

uninsured motor vehicle. 
Yocum was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
and released on a notice 
to appear with a future 
court date.

On Nov. 29 at approxi-
mately 8:21 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 
the 12,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 72.  After 
further investigation Me-
linda Yerk, 31, of Davis 
Junction, was charged 
with no valid driver’s li-
cense. Yerk was released 
on a notice to appear.

On Nov. 29 at approxi-
mately 6:06 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Main 
Street and Locust Street 
in Forreston.  After fur-
ther investigation Ashlee 
Williams, 31, of Oregon, 
was placed under arrest 
for an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant.  Wil-
liams was also cited for 
expired registration. Wil-
liams was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was held pend-
ing an appearance before 
a judge.

On Nov. 29 at ap-
proximately 10:15 p.m. 
deputies initiated a traffic 
stop in the 6,000 block 
of West Pines Road. Af-
ter further investigation 

Lauren Pelka, 48, of 
Dixon, was charged with 
driving while license 
suspended.  Pelka was 
released on a notice to 
appear. 

On Dec. 1 at approx-
imately 10:33 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop near the intersection 
of Illinois Route 38 and 
South Mulford Road. Af-
ter further investigation, 
Irma R. Chicaj Pu, 28, of 
DeKalb, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Chicaj Pu was also cited 
for speeding 26-34 miles 
per hour over the posted 
speed limit. Chicaj Pu 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and 
released on a notice to 
appear with a future court 
date.

On Dec. 2 at approxi-
mately 2:16 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 10,000 block of 
West Judson Road.  After 
an investigation deputies 
arrested Nisan J. Dean, 
29, of Rochelle, for un-
lawful possession of can-
nabis. Dean was released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law. 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OGLE COUNTY – 
Illinois State Police Troop 
1 Captain Joseph Blanch-
ette has announced en-
forcement figures and 
activity for November. 

Illinois State Police 
Troop 1 Troopers issued 
1,469 citations, 1,000 
written warnings, and 
made 37 criminal ar-
rests during the month 

of November. Troopers 
issued 595 citations for 
speeding, 78 citations for 
distracted driving viola-
tions and 127 citations 
for occupant restraint 

violations. 
Troopers investigat-

ed 130 traffic crashes, 
assisted 245 motorists, 
and conducted 383 com-
mercial motor vehicle 

inspections, of which 48 
were placed out of service 
for safety reasons. There 
were 20 arrests for driving 
under the influence. 

Troop 1, which encom-

passes Boone, Carroll, 
Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, 
Stephenson, Whiteside 
and Winnebago coun-
ties, investigated no fatal 
crashes in November.

ISP Troop 1 announces monthly activity for November
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DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina 
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 815-222-8869  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance  815-255-9181
Veteran’s Crisis Line  988 then press 1
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

The Polo Lions Club will be donating 148 pairs of glasses, 15 pairs of lenses, 15 
hearing aids and seven cell phones to the Lions of Illinois Foundation. The Lions 
Club has boxes for people to put these items in at the Polo Library, Polo Senior 

Center, Tom Suits’ office and at the Shannon-Polo Bank. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Lions to donate to Lions of Illinois Foundation

FREEPORT — State 
Senator Andrew Chesney 
(R-Freeport) is bringing a 
mobile team from the Illi-
nois Tollway to Elizabeth 
on Dec. 9 for an IPASS on 
Demand event from 3-7 
p.m.  at Elizabeth Village 
Hall at 200 E. Myrtle St., 
Elizabeth. The event will 
be co-hosted by Elizabeth 
Village President Jason 
Thomasson.

“The Tollway is transi-
tioning away from plastic 
transponders and are re-
placing them with new 
sticker technology,” said 
Chesney. “Rather than 
having my constituents 
complete this transaction 
at the DMV or elsewhere 
where there may be a fee, 
I am bringing a mobile 
team into the 45th District 
for quick, easy, and free 

service.”         
Officials from the Il-

linois Tollway will be 
on hand to help people 
transfer over to the new 
sticker technology and en-
sure people can make the 
switch without disruption 
to their IPASS account 
activity. Along with pro-
viding this service, the 
tollway officials can help 
people with questions 
they may have about their 
IPASS account and with 
‘Pay by Plate’ issues. 
Please note that those who 
attend should jot down 
their license plate number 
to ensure quick service.

Once activated, the 
sticker tag can be used 
on the Illinois tollway 
and on E-Z Pass roadways 
in other states within 24 
hours of activation. There 

is no deposit required for 
the sticker and the $10 
transponder deposit that 
was paid when a tran-
sponder was purchased 
will be transferred to the 
new account when it is 
activated. Balances on 
current transponders will 
also be transferred over to 
the sticker account.

An additional IPASS 
event is scheduled for Dec. 
16 in Kirkland at Resource 
One Bank.

“These events provide 
easy access for my constit-
uents to make the switch,” 
added Chesney. “I would 
encourage motorists to 
attend the event closest to 
their home.”

For additional infor-
mation about these free 
events, please contact Lori 
at lyates@sgop.ilga.gov. 

Chesney to host IPASS on Demand 
Event in Elizabeth on Dec. 9

Terry Camplain was honored with the Recognition of Outstanding Service to the 
Schools of the State of Illinois award by the Illinois Association of Regional 

Superintendents of Schools Area 2 in 2024. Mr. Camplain, a retired principal from 
Ogle County Education Cooperative, most recently served at Chana Education 
Center. The award was presented by Mrs. Kalnins, CEC principal, Mrs. Henkel, 

OCEC assistant director, and Mr. Zilm, OCEC director. (Courtesy photo)

Camplain recognized for service with OCEC

OREGON – Thanks 
to generous donations, 
the “Spread the Warmth 
- Winter Gear Drive” was 
successful. Ogle County 
4-H and the Oregon Ava-
lanche Softball Organiza-
tion thoughtfully collabo-
rated throughout the last 
month to help keep the 
community warm this win-
ter. All donations benefitted 
Lifeline Food Pantry and 
Self-Help. Donations were 
accepted for new or gently 
used winter gear of all 
sizes. Area businesses also 
contributed to the drive. For 
the second year, Compeer 
Financial donated over 

$1,000 of new socks, hats, 
and gloves, to benefit the 
pantry. The pantry is in-
side Conover Square Mall 
in Oregon and donations 
of food and clothing can 
always be made.

4-H is an informal youth 
education program con-
ducted by University of 
Illinois Extension.  U of I 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment.   If you 
need reasonable accom-
modations to participate 
in 4-H, contact the Ogle 
County Extension staff at 
815-732-2191.  

ABOUT EXTENSION: 

Illinois Extension leads 
public outreach for Uni-
versity of Illinois by trans-
lating research into action 
plans that allow Illinois 
families, businesses, and 
community leaders to solve 
problems, make informed 
decisions, and adapt to 
changes and opportunities.

O R E G O N  AVA -
LANCHE: Oregon Av-
alanche is a fastpitch 
nonprofit supporting 
8-14-year-old girls. The 
program is part of the 
all-Oregon Community 
Unit School District and 
helps players reach their 
athletic and personal best.

Two local youth organizations collaborated for a successful winter gear drive. 
Pictured from left to right: Izzy Burke (Avalanche), Raiden Zimmerman (4-H), 
Allissa Martin (4-H), Anna Marquardt (4-H), Immanuel Arrellano (4-H), and 
Gabby Burke (Avalanche).

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Community donations make 
Winter Gear Drive a success

SHANNON — Robin 
Wilhelms Saar, presi-
dent and CEO of First 
State Bank Shannon-Po-
lo-Lake Carroll, has an-
nounced  the promotion 
Julie Janssen to rela-
tionship banking man-
ager.  In her new role, 
Julie will continue as 
Lake Carroll Branch 
manager, overseeing the 
Lake Carroll Customer 
Service Representatives 

(CSRs) and leading our 
efforts in Lending Com-
pliance. Julie has con-
sistently demonstrated 
strong leadership and 
team-building abilities, 
and we’re confident she 
will excel in this new 
role. Julie brings a wealth 
of experience, a commit-
ment to excellence, and 
exceptional leadership 
and team-building skills 
to this position.

FSB announces promotion of Janssen 
to relationship banking manager

Julie Janssen



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 9MONDAY, DEC. 9, 2024

LOCAL NEWS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 33 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

@Hazelscafe @hazelscafe

Located right downtown Oregon !!!

307 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL | (815) 732-7017

More than 20 different locally 
roasted coffee beans for you to 

take home and brew!
 Focusing on CLEANER EATING and DRINKING! 

Handmade Chocolates
& Catering menu available!

We also offer locally prodcued items to shop in-house! 
Open til 7 on Thursday and Friday!

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

Hair, Skin 
    &  
  Nails

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334

On Farm  
Tire Service 

815-225-7411
Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We’re here to help.

CC2021

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon • 732-2222

Life Insurance • Health Insurance • Auto Insurance • 
Homeowners • Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Dec. 14: On Saturday, 
Dec. 14 the Leaf River 
Lions Club will be serv-
ing breakfast 7-10 a.m. 
at the Bertolet Memorial 
Building, 103 W. Second 
St., Leaf River.  The menu 
includes pancakes, waffles, 
french toast, scrambled 
eggs, Eickman’s Break-

fast Sausage, applesauce, 
orange juice, milk and 
coffee. Santa will arrive at 
9 a.m. so don’t forget your 
camera to get some pictures 
with Santa. For more details 
see our Facebook page – 
leafriverlionsclub or send 
an email to leafriverlions-
club@yahoo.com.  Merry 

Christmas!
Dec. 27: Illinois House 

Minority Leader Tony 
McCombie (R-Savanna) 
is hosting an upcoming 
blood drive event with the 
City of Savanna and the 
Savanna Fire Department. 
The Savanna Community 
Blood Drive will be held 

on Dec. 27 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Savanna Fire 
Department Truck Bay, 101 
Main St., Savanna.  “Every 
blood donation can help 
save a life, and this holiday 
season, I encourage anyone 
who is able to give back in 
this way. The gift of life is 
the best gift you can give,” 

said Leader McCombie. 
The community blood 
drive has helped boost local 
blood supply in the past, and 
Leader McCombie expects 
this year to be no different. 
Walk-ins are welcome but 
appointments are available. 
To make an appointment to 
donate blood, please call 

the Red Cross at 1-800-
733-2767 or visit redcross-
blood.org. To streamline 
your donation and save 
up to 15 minutes, you can 
visit  RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass to complete your 
pre-donation reading and 
questionnaire on the day of 
your appointment.

From page 1

Growing season locally 
saw good rain levels and 
timely rain, which Kern 
said was the most ideal the 
county has seen in a while. 
However, after a dry fall, 
there is some concern lo-
cally about moisture levels 
ahead of spring planting 
in 2025.

“We’re starting to show 
up on the drought index due 
to recent low moisture,” 
Kern said. “But there’s still 
some months ahead of us 
before the spring. Overall 
I think this year went 
well. We still continue to 
see very low commodity 
prices. But I don’t think 
there were any complaints 
about the growing.”

Farmers in the region 
did not encounter the issue 
of having to spend money 
on gas to dry down crops 
this fall, as most crops 
dried down in the fields 
with the weather. After 
rain did come in recent 
weeks, farmers were able 
to do some fall tillage after 
picking their crops, along 
with nitrogen application.

The dry harvest time 
brought with it a number 
of field fires in the county 
in recent months. 

“Whenever you have a 

dry harvest season, farmers 
have to be extra cautious 
with buildup around the 
engine compartments of 
tractors and combines,” 
Kern said. “This year lent 
itself to more field and 
combine fires. Sometimes 
it’s preventable, sometimes 
it’s something you can’t 
anticipate. It’s unfortunate 
when those things happen. 
You just have to hope for 
no injuries and that the fire 
can be contained within a 
certain area and move on 
from there.”

With high anticipated 
yields due to good weather 
conditions earlier in the 
year, some farmers in the 
industry encountered or 
feared a shortage of bin 
space. Kern said local 
farmers did not encounter 
that issue, and that farmers 
have expanded on-farm 
storage more in the past 
30 years to handle crops 
better and more efficiently. 

Dry weather also caused 
lower levels of the Missis-
sippi River, which is used 
by the agriculture industry 
to ship crops. 

“The Mississippi River 
issue depends on where 
farmers ship to and out of,” 
Kern said. “When you get 
to a point where barges are 
having trouble getting up 

From page 1

“It’s just hard to see 
any of them hurting or in 
need,” Lyle Ranken said. 
“Nowadays the situation 
with dogs is just worse than 
ever. The need is just non-
stop. There’s thousands of 
dogs that need homes. It’s 
sort of like that story about 
the guy walking along the 
beach and throwing star-
fish back into the water 
and someone asks him 
why he’s doing it and says 
he can’t save them all. The 
guy replies and says, ‘No, 
but it makes a difference to 

the ones I do save.’”
The Ranken’s rescue 

is typically contacted by 
CBRR when there’s a 
shortage of foster homes. 
If Dachsies to Danes has 
the available space, the 
Rankens take the dog. 
The rescue has worked 
with people all across the 
country. The largest num-
ber of dogs in need come 
from Minnesota and down 
south. The rescue has also 
done some local work and 
recently helped a pregnant 
mother dog and five dogs 
that came from a puppy 
mill in the area after a re-

quest from the Department 
of Agriculture. Each of 
those dogs was spayed or 
neutered and adopted out.

“We’ve continued to do 
the rescue part of it for so 
many years because there’s 
more need and we’re al-
ways here,” Sally Ranken 
said. “We don’t go on fancy 
vacations or anything. We 
just love the dogs. And they 
don’t deserve the life some 
of them have been given.”

The Rankens believe 
the biggest problems in the 
dog industry are too many 
breeders and spaying and 
neutering not being done 

enough. They’d like to see 
mandatory spaying and 
neutering.

Every 11 seconds, a 
shelter dog is euthanized 
in America. The Rankens 
want people to adopt dogs 
from shelters and rescues 
rather than buying them 
from breeders or puppy 
mills.  

“You can get just as 
many purebred dogs 
through a shelter and 
you’re saving their life,” 
Sally Ranken said. “Some-
times they’re work. I 
would say most dogs that 
come in are between the 

ages of seven months to 
three years because that’s 
when they’re in their teen-
age years and they’re going 
to test you. People don’t 
know how to deal with it. 
Once you get through that, 
you have a darn good dog. 
But there’s just as many 
that give up and get rid of 
the dog.”

The rescue operation 
at Dachsies to Danes can 
be contacted at 815-453-
2843. Appointments are 
available to people to 
meet dogs for potential 
adoption. The rescue cur-
rently has 30 dogs that need 

homes, including a litter of 
Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers and their mother. 

Sally Ranken said it can 
sometimes be difficult to 
let go of dogs when she 
finds them a new home. 
Lyle Ranken said he’s 
usually glad to see those 
happy endings.

“If you know they’re 
going to a good home, it’s 
not bad at all,” Lyle Ran-
ken said. “You know the 
dog is going to be loved 
and taken care of. We try 
to take every step to make 
sure they are going to a 
good home.”

DACHSIES: Steward nonprofit operates as dog rescue facility

HARVEST: Ogle County’s Kern discusses farm preparations for 2025

and down the Mississippi, 
that is going to start to play 
into prices people receive 
back on the farm. I don’t 
know if the river level is 
critical right now, but it 
definitely could use an 
influx of water.”

Kern said that two large-
scale issues facing farmers 

right now are trade and the 
need for a new federal farm 
bill. A new farm bill comes 
about every five years, and 
the most recent one was 
extended a year.

“Our foreign trade num-
bers aren’t looking all that 
good,” Kern said. “That 
weighs heavily on the 

commodity prices. I think 
domestic use is holding 
steady and we seem to be 
hanging in there. We really 
need to get more aggres-
sive in the trade market 
and some of these trade 
agreements if we’re going 
to try to prop these com-
modity prices up. And we 

need congress to get going 
on crafting a new farm bill 
and getting it passed and in 
place to protect things like 
crop insurance for farmers 
and those types of things 
so farmers have the risk 
management tools they 
need to continue to try to 
move forward and profit.”

Growing season locally saw good rain levels and timely rain, which Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron 
Kern said was the most ideal the county has seen in a while.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

OREGON — Ogle 
County 4-H’ers were rec-
ognized for excellence 
in 4-H project work at 
the recent county 4-H 
Achievement Celebration.  
Held Nov. 17 at the Byron 
Junior High School The-
atre, the program featured 
the presentation of numer-
ous awards, including the 
“County Project Honor 
Award.”

An unlimited number 
of awards are given to 
all 4-H’ers who obtain a 
score of 30 or greater on 
the County Project Honor 
Award Application (20 or 
greater for the 8-11-year-
old). 4-H’ers may only be 
recognized in one project 
area annually. The award 
consists of a plaque and 
silver/gold discs.  (* indi-
cates a first-time winner) 
This year’s winners were 
as follows:

Gold
Kaitlyn Adams, Food & 

Nutrition. Nolan Adams, 
Beef. Immanuel Arellano, 
Visual Arts. David Bag-
well, Robotics. Hayden 
Capes, Shooting Sports. 
Nicholas Cassens, Hor-
ticulture. Bristol Clark, 
Goats. Harmony Coy, 
Family Heritage. Aylivia 
Danekas, Rabbits. Alayna 
Doane, Food Decorating. 
Kamryn Feltz, Woodwork-
ing. Bruce Gehrke, Beef. 
Colton Gehrke, Geology. 
Luke Gehrke, Visual Arts. 
Shelby Harbaugh, Dairy 
Cattle. Andrew Hickman, 
Cats. Jacob Hickman, 
Photography. *Lauren 

Hickman, Clothing & 
Textiles. Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Horse & Pony. 
*Kodi Hubbard, Wildlife. 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Inter-
cultural. *Kaylee King, 
Food & Nutrition. Mallory 
King, Clothing & Textiles. 
Aubrey Kusnierz, Rabbits. 
Kaden Lingbeck, Poultry. 
Haven Marks, Rabbits. 
Anna Marquardt, Rabbits. 
Allissa Martin, Beef. Alyse 
Rogers, Horse & Pony. 
Braden Rogers, Goats. 
Lydia Sherburne, Food & 
Nutrition. Kathryn Snow, 
Food & Nutrition. David 
Wehler, Food & Nutrition. 
*Heidi Westfall, Cloth-
ing & Textiles. *Addison 
Yordy, Horse & Pony. 
Silver 

Kayden Barndt, Food & 
Nutrition. Kerrigan Becker, 
Food & Nutrition. Adrien 
Booker, Food & Nutrition. 
Delaney Byers, Sheep. 
*Gregory Dorwaldt, Ento-
mology/Beekeeping. Trin-
ity Feltz, Woodworking. 
Olivia Grobe, Woodwork-
ing. Tylar Groth, Child 
Development. *Ashley 
Harbaugh, Quilting. Emily 
Harbaugh, Dairy Cattle. 
Jenna Heller, Food & 
Nutrition. Lily Hongser-
meier, Food & Nutrition. 
Grant Johnson, Poultry. 
*Leo Koziol, Small Pets. 
Madeline Kusnierz, Rab-
bits. Hunter Kremske, 
Dogs. Savannah Marks, 
Family Heritage. Kaeden 
Motszko, College & Ca-
reer Readiness. *Sophia 
Palmer, Clothing & Tex-
tiles. *Noah Richardson, 

Visual Arts. James Runte, 
Entomology. Owen Smar-
do, Woodworking. Joshua 
Snow, Food & Nutrition. 
*Zeb Yocum, Robotics.

Project Recognition
Alex Booker, Natural 

Resources. Aleeya Dyk-
stra, Clothing & Textiles. 
Alex Grygiel, Beef. Cian 
Grygiel, Beef. Hayden 
Harvey, Poultry. Annaliese 
Koziol, Visual Arts. Ed-
ward Koziol, Electricity. 
Nicolette Koziol, Visual 
Arts. Kailee Miller, Visual 
Arts. Katelyn Rockwood, 
Beef. Isaac Williams, 
Horse & Pony.

Cloverbud County 
Honor Winners

Ogle County 4-H’ers 
between the ages of five 
and seven are known as 
Cloverbuds.   Cloverbuds 
who obtain a score of 40 
or above on the Cloverbud 
County Project Honor 
Award Application are 
recipients of the Cloverbud 
Project Honor Award.  This 
year’s Cloverbud winners 
were as follows:

Camila Bonne, Ogle 
Jolly. Jordan Collins, Ogle 
Jolly. William Dorwaldt, 
Ogle County Clovers. 
Rowan Eckerstrom, Ogle 
Jolly. Briella Franks, 
By-Y-Badgers. Declan 
Franks, By-Y-Badgers. 
Paisley Harbaugh, Care-
free. Remington Harvey, 
Summerhill Huskies. 
Stella Hauch, Ogle Jolly. 
Macklin Hubbard, Care-
free. Emilia Janoski, Ogle 
Jolly. Zeke Janoski, Ogle 
Jolly. Ty Johnson, Ogle 

Jolly. Emma Rasmus-
sen, Ogle Jolly. Natalya 
Ruthe, Mighty Clovers. 
William Safranek, By-
Y-Badgers. Alana Smith, 
Summerhill Huskies. Al-
lan Smith, Summerhill 
Huskies. Hewyt West-
fall, Blackhawk Crossing. 
Top 30 award winners

A percentage of 4-H’ers 
were selected from among 
the silver and gold County 
Project Honor winners to 
receive the Top 30 Award.  
This award is given to 
4-H’ers for thoroughness 
of records, comprehensive-
ness of project coverage, 
appropriateness of goals 
set, learning documented, 
overall size and scope of 
4-H experience, education-
al experiences, community 
service efforts, and leader-
ship efforts in project areas, 
involvement in club and 
beyond; and record book 
organization and appear-
ance enhancements.

Kaitlyn Adams, Food & 
Nutrition. Nolan Adams, 
Beef. David Bagwell, Ro-
botics. Kerrigan Becker, 
Food & Nutrition. Adrien 
Booker, Food & Nutrition. 
Nicholas Cassens, Hor-
ticulture. Harmony Coy, 
Family Heritage. Aylivia 
Danekas, Rabbits. Alayna 
Doane, Food Decorat-
ing. Gregory Dorwaldt, 
Entomology/Beekeep-
ing. Bruce Gehrke, Beef. 
Colton Gehrke, Geology. 
Luke Gehrke, Visual Arts. 
Tylar Groth, Child Devel-
opment. Jenna Heller, Food 
& Nutrition. Andrew Hick-

Ogle County 4-H Achievement Day winners named

man, Cats. Jacob Hick-
man, Photography. Lauren 
Hickman, Clothing & 
Textiles. Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Horse & Pony. Kodi 
Hubbard, Wildlife. Grant 
Johnson, Poultry. Kaylee 
King, Food & Nutrition. 
Mallory King, Clothing 
& Textiles. Allissa Martin, 
Beef. Alyse Rogers, Horse 
& Pony. Braden Rogers, 
Goats. Lydia Sherburne, 
Food & Nutrition. David 
Wehler, Food & Nutrition. 

Heidi Westfall, Clothing & 
Textiles. Addison Yordy, 
Horse & Pony.

4-H is an informal youth 
education program con-
ducted by University of 
Illinois Extension.  U of I 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment.   If you 
need reasonable accom-
modations to participate 
in 4-H, contact the Ogle 
County Extension staff at 
815-732-2191.  

Carefree 4-H Club member Kodi Hubbard received 
the Project Honor Award for Excellence in 4-H Project 
Work.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON – Over 175 
high school and middle 
school students attended 
the Ag Career Explora-
tion Fair on Nov. 21 in 
Oregon. Students met 
with and asked questions 
to college recruiters and 
business representatives 
who focused on studies 
and careers in the agricul-
tural field. Colleges shared 
information on the many 
majors in agriculture and 
what it takes to get a de-
gree. Agriculture-related 
employers had representa-
tives there to offer career 
knowledge and discuss the 
skills needed to perform 
specific jobs.

High schools that 
participated were from 
Oregon, Ashton-Frank-
lin Center, and Fulton. 
Colleges, universities, 
and businesses that were 

on hand for the students 
were Blackhawk Col-
lege East Campus, Iowa 
State, Joliet Junior Col-
lege, Southern Illinois 
University, University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville, 
Western Illinois Univer-
sity, Bayer, CHS, Etnyre, 
Nachusa Grasslands, and 
Vita Plus.  There were also 
U of I Extension staff to 
talk about food science 
and careers in Extension. 
John Heisner from FCAE 
visited with students about 
ag education as a career 
path.

Melinda Colbert, Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion Ag in the Classroom 
Program coordinator, 
said, “The target audience 
is high school students, 
and sometimes ag teachers 
or guidance counselors 
bring the students. The 

home school population 
that attends continues to 
grow, along with students 
that come with their par-
ents.” The event was free 
and open to the public.

Ag in the Classroom 
is offered through the 
University of Illinois 
Extension in partnership 
with Ogle County Farm 
Bureau, Carroll County 
Farm Bureau, Ogle Coun-
ty Soil & Water, and Car-
roll County Soil & Water.

ABOUT EXTEN-
SION: Illinois Extension 
leads public outreach for 
the University of Illinois 
by translating research 
into action plans that allow 
Illinois families, busi-
nesses, and community 
leaders to solve problems, 
make informed decisions, 
and adapt to changes and 
opportunities.

Successful Ag Career Exploration Fair was held on Nov. 21

Business representatives from Bayer were available to answer participants 
questions.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

2024 Advent Sermon Series: The Time of Arrival
Sunday morning Worship at 10:15 am

Dec. 1 - Hope  |  Dec. 8 - Peace  |  Dec. 15 - Love  
Dec. 22 - Joy

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 5 pm: Meaning of the Light

Valley Evangelical Covenant Church
103 S. Maple St., Stillman Valley, IL
www.valleycov.org
Pastor Barry Norris

12
09

20
24

St. PaulSt. Paul
Lutheran ChurchLutheran Church

Join us onJoin us on
Christmas Eve!Christmas Eve!

December 24December 24thth,,  20242024
* Musical Christmas Prelude at * Musical Christmas Prelude at 

6:30PM6:30PM
* Christmas Eve Candlelight  * Christmas Eve Candlelight  

Service at 7PMService at 7PM

114 S. 5th Street, Oregon114 S. 5th Street, Oregon
815-732-2367815-732-2367

12092024

Disciples United Methodist ChurchDisciples United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve  
Service
  4:30 pm

102 Maple Ave. | Mt. Morris
815-734-4853
www.disciplesumc.org

12092024

December 24 ~ 5 PM
Christmas Eve Service

Candlelight, Carols & Special Music

United Church of Byron
701 W. 2nd St.

Byron, IL 

Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
United Church of Byron, Illinois

Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org

Christmas at RiverStone!
All are welcome to join us for Christmas at RiverStone!

Nearly 700 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, the prophet Micah promised 
that a shepherd would arrive to provide security and serenity for the lost and 

hopeless. We need these promises to remind us that we have a  
God who longs to protect us and give us peace.  

Our God always fulfills His promises! 
We will celebrate Christmas with two identical Candlelight services  

on Dec. 22nd and Dec. 23rd, both beginning at 6 PM.
No Service the following Sunday, Dec. 29th!  

Merry Christmas!
RiverStone Christian Church
609 S. Tenth St. Oregon, IL 12092024

St. Mary St. Mary 
Catholic ChurchCatholic Church

Christmas Services

301 N 4th St
Oregon

211 N Franklin
Polo

Two Locations

Christmas Eve Mass:  
5:00PM  

at Oregon & Polo

Midnight Mass:   
12 Midnight  
at Oregon

Christmas Mass:   
9:00AM  

at Oregon & Polo

Mary, Mother of God Vigil:  
December 31, 2024  

6:30PM  
at Polo

Mary, Mother of God Mass:  
January 1, 2025  

8:30AM & 6:30PM  
at Oregon

12092024

ADVENT AT
KISHWAUKEE

COME HEAR ABOUT THE PROMISES OF
SCRIPTURE AS WE LOOK AT HOW JESUS HAS
ALREADY FULFILLED PROPHECY AND LOOK
FORWARD TO ALL  THAT IS  ST ILL  TO COME

CHRIST BRINGS JOY

22
DEC

10
AM

Kishwaukee Community Church 
8195 Kishwaukee Rd 

Stillman Valley, IL 
815-965-1940

www.kishchurch.org

15
DEC

24
DEC

CHRIST BRINGS LOVE 10
AM

FAMILY SERVICE 4 PM

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 10
PM
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125 S. 4th Street,  
Oregon, IL 61061
815-222-7115
beambb.com

Don’t forget a

for the BEAUTYBEAUTY
on your list!

BEAM
beauty + wellness

SL
11

25
20

24

$79 
Signature 

Hydrafacial

(must present offer coupon upon 
receipt of services)

for New BEAM Clients!

Model Car Kits, 
Slot Cars, Die 

Cast Cars, 
Rockets & More

HOBBY
SHOP

10%10% OffOff
Offer good with coupon. Expires 12/31/2024

EST. 1997Brian’s

1211 S. 4th Street Suite 1, DeKalb
815-758-4801 
M-F 2PM-7PM | Sat 11AM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4PM
                                                                   Call First

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

Brian’sBrian’sBrian’sBrian’s

SL
11

25
20

24113 N. 4th Street 
Oregon, IL
815-732-2374
brooksjewelers.net

Your Holiday Jeweler for 
Jewelry Repairs
Jewelry Cleaning & Inspection
Jewelry Remounts & Restoration
Custom Jewelry
Engagement Rings
Bridal Jewelry
& More!

Holiday   Season!
Come see what your local jewelry 

store can do for you this

Stor e Hours:
Tue-Fri 11a-7p
Sat 9a-5p
Closed Sunday & Monday

SL
11

25
20

24

Engagement Rings

Stor e Hours:

Shop Our Local Shop Our Local 
Unique Boutique!Unique Boutique!

Buy 1 Package
GET 2ND PACKAGE

1/2 OFF!
ALL PACKAGES INCLUDED*. Give a gift of wellness!

Offer good with coupon. 

Red Light  • Cocoon • Tanning
Celestial Sun Wellnes Spa Boutique & Tanning

8725 N IL Rt 2 • Byron • 815-234-5588
*packages never expire and can be shared

Gift Cards 
Available

‘Tis the Season to Look
Your Most fa-la-la-la-Lovely

Hair | Skin | Massage | Nails | Tanning | Waxing | Lashes

Buy 1 Package
 PACKAGE

11252024

Raku Potteryworks • Candles • Red Light 
Therapy Bed • Cocoon Wellness Pod •

Purses • Jewelery • Scarves •
CC Hats & Much More!

Cruisin’Cruisin’ I-39I-39$5 Off
Your meal 

($15.00 minimum 
purchase)

Expires 12-31-24

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Dinner

815-393-7091 
5532 N Limestone Rd, 

Monroe Center, IL

SL11252024

Follow us on
Facebook
for deals and events!

$10
MATCH
PLAY

MUST BE 21 OR OLDER & SHOW VALID ID TO REDEEM
One per person per visit, must present coupon. 

May not combine with any other offer or 
promotion. Cruisin’ I-39 has the right to refuse or 

revoke offer at any time. 
EXPIRES 12-31-24

Cruisin’ I-39
Your Family 
& Your Horse 
Will Find It All 
At Diamond G 
Western Store 

Diamond G Western Store  
815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd, Rochelle IL
diamondgranchandwesternstore.net

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024

VOTED

Store Hours: 
M, W, TH, F, Sat 

10:00AM-4:30PM, 
Sun 12AM-4PM, 

Closed Tuesday

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

Mosey On Out And Put     Your Rear In Our Gear

Since 1972
G

WESTERN STORE

Clothing  Boots 
 Hats  Belts  
Buckles  Jewlery  
Tack & Bits  Horse 
Care Products & 
Supplies 

Earn Cash 
Back ARIAT 

Hoilday 
Rebate 
11/24-

12/24/24

HAPPILY HANDMADE 815
312 W. WASHINGTON ST. SUITE A

OREGON, IL 61061
815-595-5778

Offering Classes in Candle Making, Wood 
Carving, Pottery, Painted Glass, Bubble 

Glazing, Fiber & More!
See webiste for a complete list of 

December Classes

815-595-5778

$5off
Purchase of $30 or 
more
(no additional discounts - must 
present coupon with purchase)
Expires 12-15-24

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2969

M� lin’s & The Other
    Side Boutique

Come visit Merlins 
& the Other Side 

Boutique
Big City Style ~

Small Town 
Charm! 

30%off
All Greenhouse Plants
(Blooming and Green- Hundreds 
to choose from)
Expires 12-2-24

11222024

New M� chandise A� ives Daily!

UKULELE STATION AMERICA UKULELE STATION AMERICA 
&& OREGON MUSIC GARAGEOREGON MUSIC GARAGE

1000 Washington Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061
(815) 994-1246

Acoustic Guitars • Electric Guitars  Acoustic Guitars • Electric Guitars  
Bass Guitars • Banjos • Mandolins  Bass Guitars • Banjos • Mandolins  

Ukuleles • Accessories • and More!Ukuleles • Accessories • and More!

UkuleleStationAmerica.com
OregonMusicGarage.com

11202023

Follow us on

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM 
& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

11202023

Ch� se H� melCh� se H� mel ®® F� ds  F� ds 
f�  the H� idays!f�  the H� idays!

Ch� se H� melCh� se H� mel ®® F� ds  F� ds 
f�  the H� idays!f�  the H� idays!

Find � e Perfect Find � e Perfect 
Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!

•••• eat •••• drink •••• shop •••• live ••••

815-543-6864
Text or Call to Place an 

Order Today!
Text or Call to Place an 

115 W 2nd St, Byron IL 
velvetpoppyfl oral.com
         @velvetpoppyfl oral

Floral Design, Boutique 
Clothing, Unique Gifts & More!

Always a good 
stocking stuffer

Gift Cards 
Available

Visit our website or Facebook page
for holiday hours, events, and savings!

11252024

107 E Washington St.  
Oregon, IL 

illinoisautorepairtire@yahoo.com

Tony 
Kurzac

• We sell new & used Tires & Rims • 
• All Makes & Models •
• Cars/Truck Service • 

• Towing • 

Family Owned and OperatedFamily Owned and Operated

12
02
20
24

815-312-7089

An authorized                          

Dealer
Purchase Purchase 
Set of 4 Set of 4 
Tires, Get Tires, Get 
a a FREE FREE 
Alignment!Alignment!

A $158 
Value!

Expires: 12-31-24
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Forreston’s Schneiderman signs letter of intent with University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Jaiden Schneiderman, daughter of Nick and Andrea Schneiderman, signed a letter of intent to participate on the volleyball team at University of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point. Jaiden has been a four year varsity starter on the volleyball team at Forreston High School. She earned team offensive player of the year all four years. Jaiden 

has earned All-Conference volleyball honors in 2021 (2nd team) 1st team (Unanimous) in 2022, 2023 and 2024. Jaiden set the single game records this year with most 
kills (28). She had the single season kill percentage (47.9%) this year. Her career records include Most Career Kills (1,655), Career Kill Percentage (43.8%), Career Aces 

(147). Her career record kill (1655) places her 10th in the IHSA Volleyball All-Time records. The administration, coaches and student athletes of Forreston Jr/Sr High 
School wish Jaiden congratulations and best wishes for a successful academic and athletic career at University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. (Courtesy photos)

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP
Oregon boys basket-

ball team takes seventh 
at home tournament

Oregon continued tour-
nament action on Wednes-
day, Nov. 27 with a 66-46 
victory against Marengo. 
Kade Girton scored 15 
points, while Keaton Sals-
bury added 13 points and 
Benny Olalde chipped in 
12 points. Cooper Johnson 
and Tucker O’Brien each 
recorded 10 points.

Oregon played two 
games on Saturday, Nov. 
30. The Hawks defeated 
North Boone 55-48 be-
hind 23 points from Kade 
Girton. Oregon closed 
out the tournament with 
a 62-57 victory against 
Genoa-Kingston in the 
seventh-place game. Kade 
Girton earned All-Tourna-
ment Team honors for the 
Hawks. Girton scored 15 
points against the Cogs, 

while Nole Campos added 
12 points and Keaton Sals-
bury recorded nine points.

Polo girls basketball 
team falls against Am-
boy

The Polo High School 
varsity girls basketball 
team suffered a 45-25 loss 
against Amboy on Mon-
day, Dec. 2. Cam Jones 
led the Lady Marcos with 
11 points, while Carlee 
Grobe added nine points 

and Leah Tobin chipped 
in four points on offense.

Oregon boys bas-
ketball team blows out 
Ashton-Franklin Center

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team dominated 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
for an 85-39 win on Tues-
day, Dec. 3. Kade Girton 
led the Hawks with 21 
points, while Jackson Ca-
posey added 19 points and 

Cooper Johnson scored 
14 points. Benny Olalde 
totaled 11 points to aid the 
Oregon offense in the win.

Polo wrestling team 
faces Dakota and Free-
port

The Polo High School 
varsity wrestling team 
took down Dakota 36-
30 on Tuesday, Dec. 3. 
Winners on the Polo 
side included Zandra 
Vock (120), Lucas Nelson 

(157), Kaenyn McCarren 
(157), Micah Stringini 
(165), Jaidyn McKinney 
(175) and Ethan Dewey 
(175).

Polo conceded a 39-27 
loss against Freeport that 
same day. Winners on the 
Polo side included Zandra 
Vock (120), Lucas Nelson 
(138), Jaidyn McKinney 
(144), Christian Ryia 
(150) and Micah Stringini 
(165).

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Matt Bouback
815-505-5827

Jen
773-849-3522

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

RockValleyProperties.com
Each offi  ce is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

4940 E Ashelford Drive Byron 
$439,000 Call Rebecca

Welcome to this stunning home in the highly 
sought-after Byron School District, offering 
incredible potential and endless possibilities! 
This spacious 4-bedroom, 4-bathroom, 
2-story home sits on a generous half-acre 
lot, providing plenty of space indoors and 
out. With a fi nished lower level featuring a 

game room, exercise room, additional potential bedroom, and wine bar, this home is perfect 
for entertaining and everyday living. As you enter, you’re greeted by a dramatic foyer with 
soaring ceilings and an elegant staircase that sets the tone for the entire home. The open 
kitchen seamlessly fl ows into the inviting family room, creating a perfect space for gathering 
and relaxation. Upstairs, you’ll fi nd 4 large bedrooms, including a luxurious master suite with 
ample space to unwind. Enjoy the convenience of a spacious 3-car garage and make the 
most of the warm weather with your very own 27’ above-ground pool—ideal for summer fun 
and relaxation. Added bonus are the newly updated siding, gutters and roof.  This home truly 
offers it all—style, comfort, and room to grow. Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity! 

4510 Lincliff Drive Rockford $187,000 Call Boone
Welcome to 4510 Lincliff Dr in Rockford! This charming 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home offers comfort and convenience in 
every detail. Step into the inviting eat-in kitchen, perfect for family meals and gatherings. The home boasts an attached 2-car 
garage with basement access, leading to a partially exposed basement ready for your personal touch. The property has been 
thoroughly maintained, with a roof only 5 years old and a newly rebuilt chimney. Recent updates include a brand-new well 
pump, water softener, and a modernized bathroom. Additional upgrades include an insulated crawlspace, a 3-year-old furnace, 
and a 2-year-old air conditioning unit for year-round comfort. This home is move-in ready and ideal for anyone seeking a 
well-maintained space with thoughtful improvements. Don’t miss out-schedule your showing today! Home being sold AS IS

206 Smith Drive 
Oregon NOW $279,900 

Call Stephanie
Discover modern living in this 
3 bedroom 2 bath ranch home, 
boasting 1430 square feet of 
comfort and style. Built in 2018, 
this gem is nestled in the sought 
after Stone Gate Subdivision. 
Step inside to an open fl oor 
plan featuring vaulted ceilings 

and an inviting living room adorned with hickory hardwood fl ooring and gas 
fi replace. You will love the master suite offering a spacious walk-in closet. There 
are 2 nice sized secondary bedrooms offering ample space for family, guests or 
a home offi ce. Built with2x6 construction, this home features partial exposure in 
the lower level and is rough in for a third bathroom, providing ample potential for 
future expansion. Home is complete with a 3 car garage, 12x12 deck, outdoor 
fi repit and retaining wall. Stay connected and in control with the smart home 
package and fi ber internet, and convenient city water/sewer and natural gas 
utilities. Don’t miss the chance to make this exceptional property your new home.

5496 S Poplar Drive Oregon $285,000 Call Taylor
Welcome to 5496 S Poplar Dr, a beautifully updated home in the peaceful countryside just outside Oregon, IL. This 
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom property offers the perfect blend of rural serenity and convenient access to the nearby 
towns of Oregon and Dixon for shopping and dining. Recent updates include fl ooring and refi nished cabinets in 
2024, a new roof in 2023, windows replaced in 2017, a furnace in 2020, and an upgraded air conditioner in 2017, 
ensuring comfort and effi ciency. The spacious yard provides a quiet retreat to enjoy nature, making this home a 
perfect escape from the busyness of life while remaining close to modern conveniences. Don’t miss your chance to 
experience this ideal balance of comfort and location!

000 S Andrew Drive Oregon $45,000 Call Jenny Kirchner
Look no further! This beautiful 1.5 acre lot is the perfect building site for your new home. It has a 
country feel, yet is conveniently located just outside of Oregon off of Daysville and Lowden roads. 
The Sinnissippi Point Subdivision has large lots providing ample distance from neighbors. The 
covenants allow for swimming pools, fences, and out buildings. Private well and septic required. 
Plat and covenant information available upon request. Get your house plans ready and build your 
new home this year!

4311 Lincolnway Unit K Sterling Call JD for lease pricing
Ready to go March 1st! Now is your chance to position your company amidst the heavily 
traffi cked Pine Tree shopping complex, with lots of parking conveniently located in the 
booming commercial zone of Sterling. Potential is endless with 7000 sq ft, that tenants 
are able to build out as needed. Triple net (NNN) lease terms. A new front double door, 
storefront, is in the works of development.

00 River Road (106.3 Acres) Oregon $999,000 Call Carla
Rare Offering on the Rock River! 106 acres +/- mol offers loads of opportunities with 3 separate 
building sites, Over 2000 ft of Rock River Frontage! This wooded, rolling beautiful land that is ideal 
for hunting, recreation and so much more! Conveniently located between Byron and Oregon on the 
east side of the river. Your own private paradise awaits your recreational activities. Close to I-39, 
I-88 Call today for your private showing or additional information.

502 Franklin Street Oregon $184,900 Call Becky
Great downtown Oregon location for this retail/offi ce building. This 1 level property has 1800+ sq ft currently used as a retail 
store. It has 3 separate entrances, 2 bathrooms (1 ADA compliant), 2 “retail shop” rooms with original hardwood 24.1x21.2 
and 16.6 x12.6, 1 large room used as a classroom 21.2x13.3, offi ce 12x8.3, another large room 17.1x13.3, 2nd offi ce 12x8.3 
and attic area with lots of potential is partially fi nished for use 17.7x13.3 & 14.4x13.7. Five mini-split electric heat & air units. 
New roof 2023, front sign posts are grandfathered in (actual sign will be removed), located in TIF district, pergola over patio, 
electrical redone in 2021, 3 newer windows, newer homemade main door, custom built beams on ceiling, barn doors on 
storage closet. Zoned commercial. Move your business right in!

402 E Ill Route 64 Mt Morris $200,000 Call Lori
Commercial Highway zoning leaves you open to a plethora of potential uses! Large building, large parking area, solid 
building. This building has 5 overhead doors allowing for easy use as a shop building, retail, automotive, car collectors 
or any of your creative dreams and ambitions. The largest space measures 53 feet x 25 feet. The ceiling heights range 
from 9 feet to 12 feet high. Located on Route 64 in Mt Morris gives you plenty of traffi c to attract clients!. 3 phase 
electric, city water and sewer, natural gas, forced air and radiant heat, smoke/dust remover, large air compressor-all 
highly desirable features. The roof was replaced in 2013, no underground tanks on site. This building could be the key 
to your new or existing business success.

29319 Fremont Road 
Milledgeville  NOW
$250,000 Call Carrie

Endless country views from 
your welcoming 3.66 acre 
parcel featuring a 2 Story 
home with 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths & detached 2+ car 
garage! Spacious kitchen 
with custom built center 

island, ample cabinetry, newly updated counters, sink & newer refrigerator. 
Enter the spacious dining room leading to the living room & den/offi ce with 
the added convenience with the main fl oor bath & laundry. Upstairs you 
will fi nd 3 bedrooms & recently remodeled bathroom with Onyx walk in 
shower & new vanity with Onyx countertop. Partial basement with built in 
shelving & ample storage. Step outside to your back patio & private back 
yard with playset that stays. Home updates include siding, furnace, C/A, 
GHW & washer/dryer that stay. Call today to view this great home!.

7913 Oak Street Dixon 
NOW $119,900

 Call Carla
Seller is ready 
for an offer! New 
Listing in the quaint 
community of 
Grand Detour! This 

adorable 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath home offers hardwood 
fl ooring on the main level, newer furnace. Loads of 
potential! There’s a separate building that is ideal 
for offi ce, mancave, shop opportunities. Sitting on a 
corner lot. Don’t delay, call today!

604 Madison Street Oregon 
$160,000 Call Rebecca

Charming 3-bedroom home in the heart 
of Oregon, ideally located near schools 
and the Nash Recreation Center—
perfect for those who love an active 
lifestyle! This beautifully maintained 
home boasts stunning hardwood fl oors 
and intricate woodwork throughout the 

main fl oor, adding warmth and character to every room. The formal dining room 
is perfect for entertaining, while the convenient main-fl oor laundry adds ease and 
practicality to everyday living Upstairs you’ll fi nd 3  bedrooms, including a spacious 
master with a large full bath featuring a roomy walk-in closet. The vintage charm of 
this home shines through with its classic design, offering timeless appeal while being 
move-in ready. Enjoy the convenience of a two-car garage and plenty of space for 
storage. This gem is brimming with potential and will not last long on the market. 
Schedule your tour today and experience all the charm this home has to offer!

NEW 

PRICE

NEW 
LISTINGNEW 

LISTING

NEW 

PRICE

NEW 

PRICE
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Gabriel Mack
pineview@daystar.io

Phone • Fax
779-251-0254 • 815-946-4372

SERVICES

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Lawncare
Landscaping

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming 

& Planting
Mulching

Forestry Cutting

05202024



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION B • PAGE 3MONDAY, DEC. 9, 2024

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

SPORTS/LOCAL NEWS
BY ANDY COLBERT
CORRESPONDENT

DEKALB – In its 
regular season finale, 
the Northern Illinois 
University football team 
started fast and defeated 
Central Michigan 24-16 
to finish with a winning 
record (7-5).

Behind rushing touch-
downs by Gavin Wil-
liams, Ethan Hampton 
and Telly Johnson, the 
Huskies grabbed an 19-0 
lead in the first quarter 

and managed to hang on 
the rest of the way. Each 
of those scores were set 
up by three and outs.

In a scoring rarity, 
JaVaughn Byrd returned 
a blocked CMU (4-8) ex-
tra point for a two-point 
conversion, giving NIU 
a 21-6 lead. The only 
other points came on a 
second-half field goal by 
Kanon Woodill. 

However,  spec ia l 
teams hurt the Huskies 
with a missed fake field 
goal and missed fake 

punt, besides a missed 
field goal.

“I was going to be 
aggressive with the punt 
and field goal and didn’t 
get it,” NIU coach Thom-
as Hammock said.

Using a short field, 
the Chippewas closed 
to within 21-16 late in 
the second quarter on 
touchdown following 
the fake punt. Led by 
Santana Banner with six 
solo tackles, NIU held 
CMU scoreless the rest 
of the way. Only 51 total 

yards were allowed in the 
second half.

After an up-and-down 
season, highlighted by a 
shocking upset win over 
Notre Dame, Hammock 
looked relaxed in the 
press conference after-
wards, knowing his team 
was headed to a bowl 
and a school-record 30 
seniors stayed loyal to 
the program.

“I was desperate for 
a victory for our seniors 
because of how much 
they put into the pro-

gram,” Hammock said. 
“What I liked this year 
was we were resilient 
and stayed the course. 
The Notre Dame win was 
great, but I’m proud of 
how we fought the rest 
of the year.”

Much to his delight, 
par t  of  Hammock’s 
Thanksgiving weekend 
was spent watching the 
televised version of the 
Notre Dame game for the 
first time. 

The Huskies will find 
out on Dec. 8 who they 

will play and what lo-
cation their bowl game 
will be. Last year, they 
beat Arkansas State in 
the Salute To Veterans 
Bowl in Montgomery, 
Alabama.

THERE has been 
much hoopla in 
the IHSA offices 

in Bloomington this fall 
over the 50th anniversary 
of one of its prized pos-
sessions – the football 
playoffs.

However, with private 
schools dominating seven 
of the eight championship 
games, it became more 
about outrage than cel-
ebration for fans of high 
school football. Social 
media in all corners of 
the state was abuzz with 
heated dialogue on the 
competitive advantage 
private schools have over 
the publics.

Yes, it been a long-run-
ning debate and the so-
called “golden anniversa-
ry” of the playoffs became 
the perfect kindle for it to 
explode into an emotional 
firestorm. 

It all started in Bel-
leville Althoff’s 57-14 
win over Lena-Winslow 
in the 1A title game. 
Althoff’s offensive line 
averaged 6-foot-4 and 
300 pounds. Its star run-
ning back, recruited by 
the top team in college 
football, scored seven 
touchdowns, rushed for 
438 yards and had an 80-
yard pass reception. 

If these classes were set 
up to allow small schools 
to have equitable compe-
tition, how is it that such 
size and overwhelming 
talent are found on a 1A 
team? Althoff in 1A is a 
mockery.

The competitive mas-
tery continued in 2A, 
a 47-0 win by Chica-
go Christian over Ma-
roa-Forsyth. Going into 
this year, CC had a losing 
record in the playoffs and 
even lost 42-6 in the first 
round to Maroa in 2023.

It seems odd that they 
were able to get so much 
better in one year after 
decades of futility.

Class 3A has already 
been discussed at length 
with Montini and Byron 
playing the “champion-
ship” game in round two. 
After losing to Montini 
49-8, Monticello may 
have wished the IHSA had 
cancelled the remaining 
3A games after Byron and 
Montini met.

Like 2A, the champion 
of 4A was a relative un-
known. Chicago DePaul 
had never had a winning 
team in five years of play-
ing football. All of sud-

den, they exploded onto 
the scene and crushed 
Mt. Zion 40-6. How does 
a team make such a turn-
around in one year? 

Maybe because you 
can draw kids within a 
wide swath of the Chica-
go area. They also have 
back-to-back titles in 
boys basketball with for-
mer University of DePaul 
star Tom Kleinschmidt as 
their coach. 

The only close game 
was in 5A, a 29-27 win by 
LaGrange Nazareth over 
Joliet Catholic. And, that 
was only because it was 
two privates going at it.

As expected, tradition-
al big school powers Mt. 
Carmel (7A) and Loyola 
Academy (8A) continued 
the private school clean 
sweep with decisive wins. 
The only non-private to 
claim a state champi-
onship was 6A East St. 
Louis, an anomaly in that 
they can beat anyone in 
the state.

Another thing that East 
St. Louis and the private 
school have in uncom-
mon is a propensity for 
penalties, be it taunting, 
unsportsmanlike 
or late hits. ESL 
led the way with 
14-for-151 yards. 
Close behind was 
Althoff with 13-
125, Mt. Carmel 
12-120, DePaul 
11-110 and Mon-
tini 8-85.

On sidenote, 
one reason the 8A game 
started almost two hours 
late because of all of pen-
alties earlier in the day. 
It was close to midnight 
before it wrapped up.

That lack of discipline 
starts at the top and is a 
reflection of what it being 
played out at the college 
and pro levels. That same 
weekend, fights broke out 
at the finish of several 
college games because of 
taunting and retaliation. It 
got so bad between Mich-
igan and Ohio State that 
the police used pepper 
spray on players.

In recent years, it has 
been stated that people 
are full of anger in this 
country because of polit-
ical issues and polarizing 
individuals. That’s a lie.

The real problem is the 
condition of one’s heart. 
That’s what needs to be 
changed and society’s 
message of the blaming 
others is making the sit-

uation worse.
Many of the post-game 

college skirmishes came 
after a winner tried to 
plant his team’s flag on the 
opponent’s home field. 
That’s ego and pride. 

Instead of rubbing it 
in someone’s face, how 
about simply shaking 
hands afterwards and be-
ing content as the winner? 

Coaches appear to 
have lost control of their 
players at the college lev-
el. But, if you’ve reached 
a point where you are 
begging and financially 
enticing them to play for 
you, that’s to be expected.

For anyone’s heart 
to change, discipline is 
needed. 

At the high school lev-
el, is there more leniency 
towards players because 
they have allegedly been 
recruited to play for you? 
Also, does an attitude of 
superiority lend itself 
toward on-field bullying 
in the form of penalties?

The combination of a 
competitive advantage 
and poor sportsmanship 
by the privates has ran-
kled people in Illinois to 

perhaps its most 
extreme level , 
a truly seething 
cauldron that will 
carry over into 
next fall.

Much of the 
blame is directed 
at the IHSA, but 
that is being a bit 
harsh. They are in 

the unenviable position 
of finding a solution for 
something there might not 
be a solution for. 

After a semifinal win 
over a very good Lin-
coln-Way East team, 
quarterback Ryan Fitz-
gerald of Loyola said 
Lincoln-Way was ham-
pered by playing a weaker 
schedule than Loyola sees 
in the Catholic League. 
If the state playoffs are 
a step down by the Cath-
olic League, maybe they 
should have their own 
state tournament and 
leave the publics alone.

Other states have done 
this and after what trans-
pired at the 2024 state 
finals, it could be the time 
for the IHSA to institute 
such a separation.

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more 
for multiple area publi-
cations. 

NIU football wins regular season finale to finish 7-5
Hammock: ‘What I liked this year was we were resilient and stayed the course’

For anyone’s heart to 
change, discipline is needed

White Christmas: 
Double the Fun!

Wednesday, December 
11th at 10:30AM:  The 
1954 movie White Christ-
mas was a hit even before 
it debuted; how was that 
possible? How has it re-
mained a perennial classic 
up through the present 
day? What creative forces 
banded together to bring 
Irving Berlin, Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, Rosemary 
Clooney, Vera-Ellen, Mary 
Wickes, and others togeth-
er to create a spectacular 
moment in cinematic histo-
ry? Librarian Laura Keyes 
will show you how the film 
was created, who were the 
creative geniuses behind it, 
all with behind-the-scenes 
images and historical infor-
mation. See our Facebook 
page for event information!

Drop-In Winter Craft 
Night

Monday, December 
16th from 5-7PM: Our 
annual winter craft night 
is back!  Kids & Teens: 
Drop in to the library to 
make seasonal crafts to 
take home.

Take-A-Break BIN-
GO

Monday, December 
23rd at 2:00PM:  Need a 
break from wrapping pres-
ents? Join us for a fun-filled 
time of free game play and 
fun prizes. You can even 

regift your prize if you 
forgot about getting Great 
Aunt Susan’s 3rd Cousin 
Twice Removed a gift. 
Wrapping not included ;)

Stories With Stacey
Thursdays at 10:00AM. 

Miss Stacey continues 
your journey learning 
about a variety of animals 
as we lead up to the end of 
the year. 

December Book of the 
Month

In  Midnight at the 
Christmas Bookshop  by 
Jenny Colgan, venture 
back to Edinburgh to Car-
men and her bookshop.  
Christmas is fast approach-
ing and she’s been kicked 
out of her sister’s house, 
boyfriend is thousands of 
miles away, and a film crew 
has overrun the store.  On 
top of that, the store owner 
has an impossible Christ-
mas wish and Carmen must 
figure out a way to save the 
shop. Pick up your copy to-
day at the circulation desk.

December Craft
Welcome in winter 

with  this adorable snow-
man that  can hang any-
where in your house the 
whole season. Stop by the 
circulation desk and pick 
up your kit today. 

A to Z Reading Chal-
lenge

X,Y,Z are all we have 
left in our A to Z Reading 

Challenge. Are you feel-
ing challenged finding 
an  “X”  title? Stop in for 
suggestions and browse 
our display or X,Y,Z titles 
to get you through the end 
of the year and through 
your Reading Challenge 
list!

Coloring Pages
Don’t forget we have 

new coloring pages each 
week available for you 
to choose from. Enjoy a 
relaxing evening at home 
as the weather turns to fall.

Card Making
Card Making supplies 

are always available for 
you to create with. Call 
ahead for room availabil-
ity.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is  clean with 
no debris  in the dona-
tion.    *No animal feed 
bags are allowed*  Also 
please  remove any zip-
loc-type seals  and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
To Die For by David 

Baldacci
Now or Never by Janet 

Evanovich
Christmas in Bethel by 

Richard Paul Evans
Picture Book
Mine! by Candace 

Fleming

Winter Book Sale
December 2nd - 21st. 

It’s time again for our 
winter book sale! Books, 
puzzles and DVDs will be 
available for purchase (by 
donation) during regular 
business hours the first 
few weeks of December. 
We have a large selection 
of new and gently used 
items for all ages and in-
terests. Help support the 

library and take care of 
some of your Christmas 
shopping with us!

Toddler/Preschool 
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00 
am.  Join us every Wednes-
day, when school is in 
session, at 10:00 am for 
stories, games, and crafts. 
This program is a great 
opportunity for children 
and caregivers to discover 

the joy of sharing stories 
and making new friends 
in a relaxed setting. 

Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 
showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 
for additional information.

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Join us in person at the 
library for songs, stories 
and crafts! Ages 2-5. 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

A Midcentury Christ-
mas w/ Leslie Goddard

Christmas in America 
from the 1940s through the 
1960s meant aluminum 
trees, department store 
Santas and TV specials. 
Every kid wanted an Easy 
Bake Oven, a G.I. Joe or 
a Slinky. Join historian 
Leslie Goddard, PhD, 
as she looks back at this 
optimistic era in a fun 
illustrated lecture, using 
photos, ads, greeting cards 
and catalogs to explore 
why this era was a turning 
point for how we celebrate 
the holidays. Monday, 
Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m. Adults. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Cricut Lab: Nail De-

cals
Are your nails holiday 

party ready? Learn how 
to make your own festive 
nail decals in this class for 
experienced Cricut users. 
BYO Cricut Explore or 
Maker, mat, cords and 
device with Cricut app 
installed. Thursday, Dec. 
19, 6 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Holiday Pajama Par-
ty

‘Twas the night before, 
the night before…And 
your little ones are filled 
with pent-up holiday en-
ergy! Join us at the library 
for games and crafts with 
a fun festive theme. Paja-
mas encouraged. Monday, 
Dec. 23, 6:30 p.m. Ages 
5-9. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Winter 
Sensory Bins

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. Join 

us for some tactile play 
using a variety of sensory 
bins with a wintery twist! 
Friday, January 3, 10 a.m. 
Ages 1-4. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Puzzle Palooza!
Because… we just fit! 

Teams of 2-4 will face off 
to see who can assemble 
the same 500-piece jigsaw 
puzzle in 90 minutes! 
Prizes will be given to first, 
second and third-place 
finishers. Space is limited. 
Register your team early 
by calling the library at 
815-645-8611. Saturday, 
Jan. 4, 2 p.m. 

Tween Scene: Taste 
Test: Chip Challenge

How many flavors of 
potato chips can you 
identify? We’ll quiz your 
expertise in this blind test 
to see whose taste buds 
reign supreme...before we 
vote on our favorite.  Ages 
10-13. Tuesday, January 
7, 6 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Andy Colbert

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

OREGON — Due to 
a lack of business, the 
regular monthly meet-
ing of the Ogle Coun-
ty Regional Planning 
Commission scheduled 

for Thursday, Dec. 19, 
2024 has been can-
celled. The next meeting 
of the Regional Plan-
ning Commission is 
scheduled for Thursday, 

Jan. 23, 2025 at 6 p.m. 
at the Old Ogle Coun-
ty Court House, First 
Floor Conference Room 
#100, 105 S. Fifth St., 
Oregon, IL.

OREGON  — Due 
to lack of business, 
the regular  monthly 
meeting of the Ogle 
County Zoning Board of 
Appeals scheduled for 

Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024 
has been cancelled.

The next meeting of 
the Zoning Board of 
Appeals is scheduled 
for Thursday, Jan. 30, 

2025 at 6 p.m. at the 
Old Ogle County Court 
House ,  Thi rd  F loor 
County Board Room 
#317, 105 S. Fifth St., 
Oregon, IL.

Dec. 19 County Regional Planning 
Commission meeting canceled

Dec. 26 County Zoning Board 
of Appeals meeting canceled
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE CONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125

Independently owned & operated.

RE/MAX
PROFESSIONAL
ADVANTAGE

404 W. Blackhawk 
Drive, Byron, IL 
815-234-4663

REAL ESTATE
If you are looking for a Realtor with 
Experience & Knowledge, contact 

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462

sharon.bowers@remax.net
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LOCAL NEWS
S p e c i a l  H o u r s 

In observance of the Christ-
mas holiday, the Byron 
Public Library will be 
closed Tuesday, Dec. 24 
through Wednesday, De-
cember 25.  We will be 
open for our regular hours 
on Thursday, Dec. 26.  We 
wish all of our patrons a safe 
and happy holiday!

Did you know
That you can now order 

3D print projects from 
the Byron Library?  The 
library’s Creative Studio is 

home to two 3D printers that 
are available for making 3D 
prints for learning and en-
tertainment purposes.  3D 
prints cost $.10 per gram 
PLA, and will be available 
for pickup within 7 – 10 
business days.  Please visit 
https://www.byronlibrary.
org/3d-printing/ for more 
information on how to 
submit your 3D print idea. 

Creat ive  S tud io 
Our Creative Studio is open 
on Sunday afternoons and 
two evenings a week, so 

stop by for monthly crafts 
and to use our maker space 
equipment! Crafts out on 
the tables are free of charge, 
while some other projects 
will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school 
and high school youth can 
use some of the materials 
while with an adult, or 
during Teen Time.  Cre-
ative Studio hours: Sunday 
1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 
am-1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, 
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 
– 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 

am – 1:00 pm, Thursday 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone 
or mobile device and log 
in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll be 
able to view your checkouts 
and holds, renew renewable 
materials, and search the 

library catalog.  There’s 
even a digital copy of your 
library card!

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons can 
still use our curbside ser-
vice!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.org 
or call us at 815-234-5107.  
Not sure what you want?  
Call us for help!  We will 
call or email you with a con-
firmation when your holds 
are ready to be picked up.  
Call us when you arrive 

at the library, and we 
will bring your items out 
to you, already checked 
out.  A receipt with your 
due dates will be included 
with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters 
at byronlibrary.org, to 
keep up to date on library 
news and programs!  Be 
sure to also check out the 
Byron Library and Byron 
Library Teen Instagram 
pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES
Rock River Center is a 

resource center located at 
810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  
Our activities and trips are 
open to all ages.  Call our 
office @ 815-732-3252 
for assistance with Benefit 
Access Application for a li-
cense plate discount, Medi-
care, housing, homemaker 
service, heating assistance 
or other things.  Visit us at 
www.rockrivercenter.org 
and like us on Facebook.

Rummikub
Mondays – 12:15 – 3:15 

p.m.
Wood Carvers

Tuesdays - 9:00 – 11:00 
a.m.

Mexican Train Dom-
inoes

Wednesdays - 9:30 – 
11:00 a.m.

Michigan Rummy
Wednesdays - 12:30 – 

3:15 p.m.
DENNY DIAMOND 

CHRISTMAS
DATE: Monday, De-

cember 16. TIME: 1:00 
– 2:00 P.M. COST: $6.00 
Suggested Donation, pay-
able at the door. REGIS-
TRATION DEADLINE: 
Requested by Thur. Dec. 

12, so we can be prepared.
Activities with Mary
Tues., December 17. 

Amish Xmas Tea Party: 
1:00 – 1:45. Drumming: 
1:45 – 2:30. Advanced 
Registration requested.

OJH BAND AND 
CHOIR CHRISTMAS 

DATE: Wed., December 
18. TIME: 10:30 – 11:15 
A.M. Registration request-
ed by Dec. 16.

CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP

Meets:	  4 t h 
Wednesday in February, 
May, August & November. 

Time: 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 24 
Hour Advance Registration 
Required.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets:	  3 R D 
Tuesday of month. Time: 
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets:	  1 s t 
Wednesday of the month. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m.

L O W  V I S I O N 
GROUP

Meets:	  2nd and 
4th Tuesday of month. 

Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 
p.m. For more informa-
tion on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 or 
1-800-541-5479.

Senior Information 
Services Provided by 
Rock River Center

Do you need help with 
Benefit Access Applica-
tion, Medicare, housing, 
personal care, homemak-
ing, heating assistance or 
other things?  Rock River 
Center’s Information & 
Assistance Specialists are 
available at various lo-

cations throughout Ogle 
County. Assistance at these 
locations is available BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY.  
Please contact Rock River 
Center at (800) 541-5479 to 
schedule an appointment. 
Byron - Jarrett Prairie Cen-
ter Dec 9 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Forreston – Library 
Dec 11 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Mt. Morris Senior 
Center Dec 12 10:00 a.m. 
– 11:00 a.m. Polo Senior 
Center None/Closed 10:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Rochelle 
Hub City Senior Ctr. Dec 5 
& 19 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management De-
partment (OCSWMD) will 
once again partner with 
units of local government 
and certain high school 
Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) chapters to conduct 
the annual Christmas tree 
collection and recycling 
program.  Since the program 
began in 1999, there have 

been over 17,100 trees col-
lected, with trees averaging 
around 50 pounds each, that 
equates to approximately 
428 tons of trees which were 
all turned into usable mulch.  

Starting on Dec. 26, 
2024, the cities and villag-
es that will have drop-off 
points include:

Oregon: Park District 
Maintenance Dept., 507 
Hill St.

Byron: Byron boat 
launch lot, E. Blackhawk 
Drive (Illinois Route 2)

Forreston: 407 N. Lo-
cust St.

Leaf River: 208 Rail-
road St. 

Rochelle: Atwood Park, 
10th Avenue and 20th Street. 

Monroe Center: Lichty’s 
Landscaping, 309 Pacific 
St.

Polo: Southwest corner 

of East Colden Street and 
South Green Avenue.

On Saturday, Jan. 11, 
2025, local FFA chapters 
will provide curbside pick-
up for trees.  Remove all 
decorations, lights, plastic 
bags, and place your tree 
at your curb by 8 a.m. 
This pick-up service will 
be offered in Byron, For-
reston, Leaf River, Mount 
Morris, Oregon, and Polo.  

For Rochelle residents, the 
Rochelle Street Department 
will mulch trees at the curb 
during the first two weeks 
of January, weather per-
mitting. Drop-off locations 
will open until Friday, Jan. 
17, 2025.

All trees should be free 
of light strands, garland, 
and other decorations, no 
wreaths or other designs 
with wire backings, no 

artificial trees.  
If you have any questions 

regarding this program, 
including specific drop-off 
points for trees or the FFA 
collection service, please 
contact the OCSWMD at 
815-732-4020, visit the 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Dept. on 
Facebook, or go to the 
county website: www.
oglecountyil.gov.

Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department to launch Christmas tree recycling 

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship 
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM
 

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) meet weekly 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd Sunday Evening, 
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE

302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS
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Charcuterie Board 

Make-N-Take Wednes-
day, December 11th at 6pm 

Come to the Mount 
Morris Library to learn 
basics about creating your 
own charcuterie board just 
in time for those holiday 
parties! Participants will 
create a charcuterie board 
to take home! Sign-up on 
our Facebook with the link 
in our events!

Lego Night! Thursday, 
December 19th at 6pm 

Bring the family out 
for some awesome brick 
building! We will pull out 
#AlltheLegos for this night 
and kids can build whatever 
they can imagine. Then, 
they can put a name to their 
creation and keep it on our 
display for all to enjoy until 
the next Lego night!

Christmas Decoration 
Exchange until Friday, 
December 20th

Come in the library if 
you need some decorations 
this year! We will have a 
table set up as a donation 
and pick-up for any and all 
holiday decorations. Dona-
tions of trinkets, baubles, 
ornaments, tchotchkes, 
knickknacks, etc. will be 

accepted or exchanged 
for new homes. Donations 
should be in good shape and 
working order. Thank You!

Holiday Take-N-Make 
Saturday, December 21st

Need a little something 
extra to keep those kids 
busy while home for the 
holiday break? Stop by 
the library to grab kits 
to go and create crafts at 
home. Holiday kits will be 
available starting Saturday, 
December 21st and New 
Year’s kits will be available 
starting Saturday, Decem-
ber 28th. Kits are free and 
available to everyone in the 
community!

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, January 7th at 6pm!  

Come in, choose your 
recipe, and bring your dish 
to pass at our next meeting! 
Meetings held potluck style 
at the Senior Center at 6pm.

Ink with a Friend 
Monday, January 13th 
at 5pm

We will be offering a 
card-making class from lo-
cal crafter, Liz Gullett. She 
will be here on Monday, 
January 13th at 5pm! You 
will get all the materials to 
make two beautiful cards to 

take home. Stop by to see 
the samples, $5 fee when 
you register. Registration 
is limited so call the library 
or stop by to save your spot 
before January 6th!

Book Donations Wel-
come

Our book sale was such 
a great success due to all of 
your wonderful donations! 
We are accepting donations 
again for the next book sale! 
If you have any media you 
no longer need or want-
bring them to the Mount 
Morris Library! We cannot 
accept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest 
Condensed books, VHS 
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Display Case Show-
ings

We have Christmas in 
our cases! Stop by to see 
our beautiful nativity set 
and the lovely American 
Girl dolls who are all ready 
for Santa! We are always 
looking for collectors or 
artists who are willing to 
share their treasures in our 
display cases.  If you are 
interested, please call, 815-
734-4927. 

Explore More Illinois
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and re-
serve passes from any 
of our attractions on the 
Mount Morris Library 
website, mtmorris-il.org, 
under the resources page. 
Visit the website to browse 
attractions.

Lions Club Glasses 
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are avail-
able at the library. When 
the boxes are full, they are 
picked up by local Lions 
members and dropped off 
at collection depots. These 
recycled eyeglasses are 
given to people in need, 
with the help of various 
medical missionaries, in 
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world. 
When the eyeglasses arrive 
in these countries, doctors 
and technicians conduct 
eye exams and provide a 
free pair of prescription 
eyeglasses that are as close 
as possible to that person’s 
sight needs. When donating 
HEARING AIDS, please 
be sure to place them in a 
small box or hard-covered 
case so they do not get 
crushed or damaged. 

Adult Programming
We would love to hear 

from you.  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do 
evenings or weekends 
work better?  Do you have 
a program you would like to 
share/lead?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the library 
is matched by the Mt. 
Morris Library Foundation, 
doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who 
gave memorial gifts in 
2023.

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 
you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 

materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first page 
and $0.50 each additional 
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email 
($2 per document). You can 
use a computer without a 
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available 
on our computers.  Come 
visit us and let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meetings 
are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise 
noted.  The public is wel-
come to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105 
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. 
Morris IL 61054 –

 815-734-4927 Fax-815-
734-6035 www.mtmor-
ris-il.org

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Weekly Brain Busters
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County Ed-
ucational Cooperative 
(OCEC) maintains tem-
porary student records 
on students with disabil-
ities who have received 
special education ser-
vices while attending 
the public schools in 
Ogle County. These re-
cords are maintained at 
the OCEC central office 
in Byron. This notice is 
intended only for those 
individuals having birth 
dates during the period 
of 2000, 2001, and 2002 
who have received spe-
cial education services.
OCEC advises as fol-
lows:  Any temporary 
student records main-
tained regarding your 
special education ser-
vices will be destroyed 
effective January 31, 
2025. These records 
may be of assistance 
to former students and 
they may request the 
actual student records, 
rather than the records 
being destroyed. In-
dividuals wishing to 
obtain their temporary 
records must request 
such no later than Jan-
uary 15, 2025 at the 
OCEC offices at 417 
N. Colfax St., Byron, IL  
61010. The OCEC will 
continue to maintain 
electronic permanent 
records of former stu-
dents.  By Matt Zilm, 
Director
No. 1204
(Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 23, 
2024)

NOTICE OF CHANGE 
IN THE TIME OF 

MEETINGS OF THE 
VILLAGE BOARD OF 

THE VILLAGE OF  
DAVIS JUNCTION, 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, by the Village 
of Davis Junction that 
the start time of its reg-
ularly scheduled Village 

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

1 Bedroom  
Upper  

Apartment for Rent
Stillman Valley, IL

$800/Month &  
NO PETS

815-988-5831

04
15
20
24

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

CHANA 64 AUCTION
Go to AuctionZip.com for Pictures.

Saturday, December 14th
10:00 a.m.

3102 Chicago Rd, Paw Paw, IL
I-39 Exit 82 Follow Signs

(weather permitting: items will be sold 
from enclosed barn - also items to be sold 

from inside the home: keep warm)
94 Skidsteer GEHL 453 hrs (great condition)
M/T Backhoe, Allis Chamber Tractors 
(needs work), 22 Gage Shotgun, 22 Rifle, Red 
Wing Asst. Sizes Crocks, Vintage Furniture, 
Dressers, Beds, Beautiful Hi-Boy, Lazy Boy, 
Outdoor Furniture (great condition), Handicap 
Lift (like new), DeWalt Tools, Craftsmen, 
Ryobi, Housewares, Scaffolding, Angle Iron 
(welding stock), Scrap Piles, Motor Lift, Asst. 
Shop Tools, Vintage, Collectible Items, Still 
unboxing and sorting items. Don’t miss this 
auction, items are in good/clean condition.
Cash or good check. No credit cards, 10% 
buyers premium. Not responsible for acci-
dents or articles after sold. Announcements 
made day of auction take precedence over all 
printed matter. All items sold as is where is.  

620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana, Il 61015  
815-830-3898

For more information,  
Call 815-830-3898

12
09

20
24

The Byron Chamber of 
Commerce is hiring the 
position of Executive Director.

The Executive Director shall 
ensure the effective operation of 
the Chamber while coordinating 
all organization’s activities 
including membership, 
fundraising and fiscal 
responsibilities.
Monday-Friday 9-4 plus present 
at all events and meetings 
outside of business hours.
Public relation skills & relevant 
education is desired.

Please send your resume to
office@byronchamber.com

Pay range $36,000-$42,000

Land For SaleLand For Sale

4.89 Acres of wooded 
hunting ground

Just north of Freeport
Not Buildable

Lots of deer, turkey, and 
squirrels

2 elevated wooden stands
Next to Jane Adams bike 
trail and Canoe launch on 

Pecatonica River
$35,000 

Call John for more details 
at 815-277-6642

PIA#51

409 409 
LOTS AND ACREAGELOTS AND ACREAGE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

Board meetings will 
move from 7:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. beginning 
January 1, 2025 and 
continuing until further 
notice. This notice is 
given pursuant to and in 
full compliance with the 
Open Meetings Act.
Dated this 2nd day of 
December, 2024.
Sandie Maahs, Village 
Clerk
Village of Davis Junc-
tion
No. 1213
(December 9, 2024)

LEGAL NOTICE
The Byron Township 
regular monthly meet-
ing for December
has been changed to 
Wednesday December 
11, 2024, at 7:00pm.
No. 1214
(December 9, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 

hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 

makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Your First & Foremost
Local Advertising 
Solution

Here’s why local newspaper 
advertising pays:

It’s Flexible.
With a variety of ad shapes, 
sizes, and niche sections, choose 
from several options to meet 
your goals and budget!

It’s Trusted.
Newspapers still rank highest 
among all media for consumer 
engagement and trust.

It’s Cost-Effective.
Newspaper advertising reaches 
a large number of potential 
consumers. 

It Has Staying Power.
A print newspaper ad doesn’t 
disappear, meaning your 
audience will see it when they 
have time to focus.

It Reaches the Right Audience.
Newspapers reach an affluent 
and engaged local audience.

It Gets Results.
Newspaper ads increase 
marketing ROI by three times on 
average, according to a study 
from Newsworks. 

Let us help you promote your business. 
Call 815.561.2125 or email cgrimm@oglecountylife.com!

62%62%62%
of consumers plan to shop more 

at local businesses
according to Intuit Inc.

* Source: America’s Newspapers

Six out of 10 Americans rely on a local 
newspaper for advertising information about 

local businesses.*

Ask us about the best ways 
to promote your business 

to more local homeowners!

Targeted LocalTargeted Local    
AdvertisingAdvertising

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience 
when you promote your business here. This is a 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local 
shopping, dining, events and more, making it 
a highly effective place for your business to 
advertise directly to the consumer.

Targeted LocalTargeted Local    
AdvertisingAdvertising

To learn more about 
advertising, contact one of our 
helpful ad consultants today.
815-732-2156  

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

Read and 
Recycle

oglecountylife.com
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Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County

• Senior Information Service 
• Transportation

• Medicare Counseling 
• Caregiver Services

• Education/Recreation/Trips & Tours

Community Partner

(815) 732-3252
(800) 541-5479

www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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24

A popular, famil-
iar holiday song 
insists the peri-

od between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day is 
“the most wonderful time 
of the year.” But for people 
who are mindful of eating 
and trying to maintain 
a healthy weight, the 
holiday season can very 
well turn into the “most 
compromising time of 
the year.” 

Weight gain during the 
holiday season is quite 
common, although the 
amount gained can vary 
and it may not be as high 
as people think. According 
to research published in 
the Journal of Obesity, 
the average weight gain 
during the holidays is 
anywhere from 0.8 pounds 
to just under 2 pounds. Al-
though that doesn’t sound 
like a lot, that extra weight 
stays on, says Dr. Donald 
Hensrud, a Mayo Clinic 
physician specializing 
in nutrition. Cumulative 
holiday weight gain can 
add up over the years. 
Dr. Hensrud says studies 
also show that people who 
weigh more to begin with 
may also gain more weight 
during the holiday season.

Though the holiday 
season can be food-cen-
tric, it is possible to avoid 
gaining weight between 
late November and the 
start of a new year. 

1. Eat protein in the 
morning. A high-pro-

8 ways to avoid holiday weight gain

tein breakfast can keep 
blood sugar more stable 
throughout the day and 
help control appetite. This 
can curb snacking as well 
as over-indulgence later 
in the day during holiday 
meals.

2. Keep a consistent 
schedule. Just because it’s 
the holiday season doesn’t 
mean schedules should 
go out the window. Stick 
to structured mealtimes 
and your usual exercise 
routine even amid all the 
celebrating.

3. Use smaller plates. 

It’s possible to fool your-
self into thinking you ate 
more if you fill up a small 
plate rather than a large 
one. This can keep your 
portion sizes more within 
reason.

4. Curtail the cocktails. 
Many people enjoy more 
alcoholic drinks during 
the holiday season than 
they do at other times of 
the year. But alcoholic 
beverages can be high in 
calories, especially mixed 
drinks and traditional 
egg nog. If you choose 
to drink, Columbia Uni-

versity Irvington Medical 
Center suggests sticking 
to clear liquors with club 
soda in moderation, and 
limiting consumption 
of beer, wine and mixed 
drinks.

5. Load up on a pro-
tein-laden snack. An hour 
before heading out for a 
holiday party or meal, en-
joy a protein-rich shake or 
yogurt to allow for more 
self-control later on.

6. Eat strategically. Fill 
up on vegetables, whole 
grains and other less 
calorie-dense foods. Go 

sparingly with the foods 
you know are historically 
less healthy, including 
fried offerings or cream-
based dishes.

7. Manage stress ef-
fectively. Although the 
holiday season is a fes-
tive time of year, it also 
can be stressful. Many 
people cope with stress 
by eating comfort foods, 
which can contribute to 
weight gain. Alleviate 
stress through exercise, 
meditation, talking with 
friends or a therapist, or 
taking other measures 

that do not involve food 
or drinks.

8. Take the focus off 
food. Whenever possi-
ble, build holiday-related 
activities around some-
thing other than food. 
For example, replace 
family baking sessions 
with some homemade 
wreath-making.

Weight gain doesn’t 
have to be a part of the 
holiday season. By being 
mindful of behaviors, 
it’s possible to enjoy the 
season and still maintain 
health.  

RESOLUTIONS 
made at the start 
of a new year 

often focus on person-
al improvement. Health 
and wellness certainly 
dominates the resolu-
tion landscape. Improve-
ment-minded individuals 
interested in gaining long-
term benefits from their 
resolutions this year may 
want to consider ways to 
improve brain health and 
function. Here are five 
ideas to consider.

1. Get moving: Exercise 
does the body good and 
even positively affects 
the brain. The American 
Academy of Neurology 
has found aerobic exercise 
may play a significant 
role in reversing and pre-
venting cognitive decline. 
Researchers have found 
that even a little exercise 
each day can result in 
improved brain function 
in less than six months. 
Andrew E. Budson, M.D., 
a professor of neurology 
at Boston University, also 
says aerobic exercise re-
leases growth factors in the 
brain, which can help grow 
new brain cells.

2. Start a new hobby. 
When doing the same ac-
tivities over and over, you 
eventually learn how to 
do those activities better. 
But doctors can’t confirm 
this is actually helping the 
brain in a meaningful way. 
Rather, there is evidence 
that doing new things can 
be beneficial to the brain.

3. Make more time for 
fun. Repeated stress can 
have detrimental effects on 
the body and mind. Har-
vard Health says stress has 
been linked to cognitive 
problems and a higher risk 
for Alzheimer’s disease 
and other dementias. 

4. Practice mindfulness 
more often. Mindfulness is 
an exercise in paying atten-
tion to one’s surroundings, 
senses and more. Too often 
people are multi-tasking 
and never fully devoting 
their attention to one thing. 
Mindfulness gives the 
brain a break and brings 

5 New Year’s resolutions to benefit the brain

a person into the present.
5. Eat a better diet. The 

benefit of eating healthy 
foods extends beyond the 
waistline. Many of the 
foods that are good for 
the heart are important 
for preventing cognitive 

decline and dementias. 
A 2015 systemic review 
found strong evidence 
for a protective effect of 
the Mediterranean diet, 
according to researchers at 
Deakin University School 
of Medicine in Australia.

3312 River Road
Sterling, IL 

(815)626-4041

1309 N.Galena Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021
(815)285-5857

Quality Products... Compassionate Care
“Compassionate Care… Quality Products”

When It Comes To Your Health 
Trust The Professionals

• Oxygen Rental • Seat Lift Chairs • Blood Pressure Monitoring Devices
• Sleep Disorder Supplies • Hospital Bed Rentals • Shower Aids 

• Daily Living Aids • Wheelchairs & Scooters • Mastectomy Products 
• Equipment Service & Repair • Wound Care Products • Canes/Walkers

We Offer All Your Home Health Care Needs

        RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
                    Locally Owned • Licensed State of Illinois
                       24 HR. EMERGENCY DELIVERY
           Flexible Spending Account Eligible - Ask Us!

3312 River Road
Sterling, IL 

(815)626-4041

1309 N.Galena Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021
(815)285-5857

Quality Products... Compassionate Care
“Compassionate Care… Quality Products”

When It Comes To Your Health 
Trust The Professionals

• Oxygen Rental • Seat Lift Chairs • Blood Pressure Monitoring Devices
• Sleep Disorder Supplies • Hospital Bed Rentals • Shower Aids 

• Daily Living Aids • Wheelchairs & Scooters • Mastectomy Products 
• Equipment Service & Repair • Wound Care Products • Canes/Walkers

We Offer All Your Home Health Care Needs

        RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
                    Locally Owned • Licensed State of Illinois
                       24 HR. EMERGENCY DELIVERY
           Flexible Spending Account Eligible - Ask Us!
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Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM 
& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

01082024

NUTRITIOUS 
foods are a 
cornerstone of 

a healthy lifestyle. The 
World Health Organiza-
tion says a healthy diet 
protects a person against 
many chronic noncommu-
nicable diseases, such as 
heart disease, cancer and 
diabetes. Nutritious foods 
also help a person get to or 
maintain a healthy weight, 
promote stronger bones 
and teeth, and positively 
affect long-term mental 
health.

People often wonder 
how they can improve 
their daily diets. Here are 
some ways to make meals 
more nutritious.

• Eat an array of fruits 
and vegetables. Health-
line notes a diet rich 
in fruits and vegetables 
has been proven to offer 
many health benefits. 
Incorporating a variety 
of fruits and vegetables 
into the meals eaten each 
day will provide fiber, 
vitamins, minerals, and 
antioxidants. Vegetables 
also are low in calories 
and fat, which aligns with 
diets designed for weight 
management. Health ex-
perts suggest eating greens 
and other vegetables first 
so that you fill up and are 

therefore less likely to eat 
fewer, less nutritious foods 
during each meal.

• Consume sufficient 
healthy sources of pro-
tein. Protein is important 
for managing hunger and 
sustaining energy and 
maintaining muscle. Lean 
sources of protein are best, 
and can include skinless 
poultry, unprocessed lean 
meats, seafood and fish, 
legumes, and nuts. Eggs 
also are excellent sources 
of protein. Fish tends to 
be low in calories for the 
amount of protein it pro-
vides. Try to incorporate 
oily fish like salmon into 
your culinary repertoire 
since it’s a source of 
heart-healthy omega-3 
fatty acids.

• Choose whole grain 
carbohydrates. When se-
lecting breads, cereals, 
rices, and other carbohy-
drates, select higher fiber 
or whole grain varieties. 
Whole grains contain 
more fiber than white or 
refined starches and will 
help you feel fuller longer. 

• Cut down on saturated 
fats and sugars. Be mind-
ful of food labels when 
selecting ingredients for 
meals. Opt for foods that 
are low in saturated fats, 
which tend to contribute to 

an increase in the amount 
of cholesterol in the blood. 
Also, regularly consum-
ing foods and beverages 
high in sugar increases a 
person’s risk for obesity 
and tooth decay, says the 
National Health Service 
of the United Kingdom.

• Practice additional 
smart eating tips. In ad-
dition to the foods eaten, 
there are ways to eat in 
a more healthy manner. 
Slow down when eating 
and savor the foods. Gauge 
whether you feel full be-
fore going back for anoth-
er portion. Eating foods off 
a smaller plate can trick the 
brain into thinking you ate 
more, a tactic that can help 
to reduce portion sizes. 
Cook and prepare more 
foods at home where you 
can control ingredients.

Eating healthy, nutri-
tious foods is a key to 
long-term well-being.  
savor the foods. Gauge 
whether you feel full 
before going back for 
another portion. Eating 
foods off a smaller plate 
can trick the brain into 
thinking you ate more, 
a tactic that can help 
to reduce portion sizes. 
Cook and prepare more 
foods at home where you 
can control ingredients.

Simple ways to make a diet more nutritious

RESOLUTIONS 
to get in shape, 
exercise more 

and eat healthier foods 
are popular each January. 
Optimism reigns when 
making resolutions, but 
for many, the difficulty 
lies in keeping them. 
Individuals looking to 
get healthier in the year 
ahead can try these strat-
egies to stay the course.

• Wake up earlier. 
Waking up a half hour 
earlier each day can have 
a substantial impact. That 
small amount of extra 
time can be devoted to 
meditation, deep breath-
ing exercises or even 
some yoga stretches.

• Move around more 
frequently. Many people 
with office jobs spend 
hours sitting in front of 
computers. A sedentary 
lifestyle can have an 
adverse effect on overall 
health. Set a timer or use 
a reminder on a fitness 
tracker to remind you to 

get up and move around 
for a little bit every hour.

• Eat more vegetables. 
Vague goals like “eating 
better” are difficult to 
maintain because there 
is no specific goal to 
achieve. Rather, a reso-
lution like eating a fruit 
or vegetable each day at 
every meal is something 
measurable. Vegetables 
can be hidden in favorite 
foods, such as desserts. 
Swap pasta noodles for 
spiralized zucchini as 
another easy fix.

• Stand straighter. Pos-
ture tends to decline with 
age, advises AARP. This 
can cause the spine to 
lose flexibility. Stretch-
es to maintain posture 
can help anyone stand 
straighter and improve 
long-term health.

• Add “bursts” to your 
walk. Researchers at the 
Mayo Clinic tout the 
benefits of interval train-
ing. While high-impact 
workouts may not be 

appropriate for everyone, 
adding little speed bursts 
to a daily walk can pro-
vide significant health 
benefits. Aim for 30 to 60 
seconds of rapid walking 
at regular intervals to 
shake up the workout.

• Drink more water. In-
creasing water intake can 
help you feel fuller, thus 
reducing the likelihood 
that you will overeat. 
Gradually increase your 
water intake by adding a 
few ounces each day until 
drinking water becomes 
rote.

• Take a workout out-
side. Switch up your nor-
mal routine by making 
use of the great outdoors 
to exercise. Instead of 
three miles on the tread-
mill or elliptical machine 
at the gym, opt for three 
miles on a local hiking 
trail.

Healthy resolutions 
are easier to keep when 
you have firm ideas and 
choose reasonable goals.  

7 fitness resolutions that are easy to keep

951 S. Seventh Street
Suite G

Rochelle, IL

1815 Mediterranean
Suite 102

Sycamore, IL

300 Washington Corner
#203

Oregon, IL

815-787-9000

We provide help for families, couples  
& individuals ages 4 and older.

Don’t lose hope... Our experienced, professional, licensed staff can help you 
get your life back on track whether you are facing mental health difficulties, 
challenges with your relationships, or substance abuse problems.  

 The goal of Braden Counseling Center (BCC) is to teach you the skills to 
manage your life so you can do it on your own. Our staff is skilled in helping 
with many challenges, including depression, anxiety, worry, stress, and coping.  
We complete evaluations for a variety of purposes. We also provide medication 
management. Free initial consultation with the counselor of your choosing to 
help you decide if counseling is right for you, and to be sure you are a good fit 
with your provider.

Schedule an appointment today  
and look forward to a better tomorrow!
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TIRED OF OVERPAYING?
OUR PRICE VS. AREA AVERAGE

832 N. Galena Ave. Dixon  |  404 W. Blackhawk Ste. 101, Byron, IL
815-677-9384  |  www.valuelab-dixon.com

Offering thousands of tests at prices you can afford.  
Give us a call.

We are here to help Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

NOW IN  NOW IN  

BYRON!BYRON!

O
C

LS
PE

C

    Male Wellness Panel     Female Wellness Panel
Includes all of the tests below at a discounted price

 $340 $240
Other area labs:

    $1,667.00 $1,305.00
         CBC  CBC

          CMP  CMP

        CRP HS   CRP HS

          LIPID LIPID

          PSA           THYROID PROFILE

TESTOSTERONE 

        A1C 

A1C

WE ACCEPT  WE ACCEPT  
MEDICARE MEDICARE 

WE ACCEPT  WE ACCEPT  
MEDICAID MEDICAID 

PHYSICAL activ-
ity is an import-
ant component of 

a healthy lifestyle. Exer-
cise guidelines supported 
by the medical commu-
nity indicate most adults 
should get at least 150 
minutes of moderate-in-
tensity aerobic activity 
each week, or at least 75 
minutes of vigorous aer-
obic activity each week. 

Individuals can take 
several steps to be more 
active in their daily lives. 
Some become gym en-
thusiasts, while others 
congregate to yoga studios 
or other activities. Some 
still prefer to exercise at 
home or outdoors. When 
it comes time to shop for 
people with a fondness 
for fitness, gift givers can 
consider these ideas.

Upgrade a membership
Do some research to 

learn where your fitness 
lover spends most time 
working out. If it is a tra-
ditional gym, a kick-box-
ing studio or a H.I.I.T 
establishment, speak with 
the staff to see if you can 
upgrade the member’s 
plan to receive more perks. 
For example, a base gym 
membership may only 
include use of the floor 

machines and weights, 
but another may include 
all that as well as access 
to massage chairs, spa 
services and more.

Massager or massage 
package

Working out muscles 
can lead to soreness each 
time a new milestone is 
reached. Help soothe those 
tired muscles with the 
gift of a neck, back and 
shoulder massager. Or go a 
step further and purchase a 
few sessions at a massage 
therapy location near the 
recipient’s home.

Insulated water bottle 
or tumbler

Staying hydrated is im-
portant when working out. 
An insulated water bottle 
ensures that fitness fans 
can enjoy cold water or 
a sports drink throughout 
their exercise sessions. 
There’s even a water bottle 
that self-cleans using UV 
light to kill bacteria in the 
bottle.

Treadmill or stationary 
bike

If you know a loved one 
has had eyes on improving 
a home gym, a treadmill or 
stationary bike can bring 
the space to the next level. 
There is home equipment 
for every budget.

New kicks
Comfortable, support-

ive athletic shoes ensure 
workouts aren’t hindered 
by sore feet. Since shoe 
fit and style is a personal 
choice, it might be a safer 
bet to give a gift card to a 
popular athletic store or 
online retailer rather than 
purchasing the footwear 
yourself. 

Fitness monitor or 
smart watch

It seems like everyone 
now has some sort of 
smart device, but if the 
person on your list still 
hasn’t made the switch to 
a watch that tracks various 
health data, then that can 
make for a perfect gift. 
Smart watches and fitness 
trackers monitor  steps and 
various health markers 
such as pulse, elevation 
climbed and distance, and 
can even detect if a user 
has a burgeoning health 
problem. When pairing the 
watch with popular fitness 
apps, users can log daily 
activities and their diets 
to get a bigger picture of 
their overall health.

Those who prioritize 
fitness can benefit from 
any number of health- and 
fitness-minded gifts this 
season. 

A guide to gifting fitness fans

CERTAIN words 
are synonymous 
with the hol-

iday season, and “fes-
tive,” “family,” “friends,” 
and “food” are certainly 
among them. Celebrants 
focus on being a little 
more indulgent with their 
time and habits as the 
year comes to a close, and 
health and fitness may be 
set to simmer on the back 
burner.

According to a re-
search review published 
in the journal Obesity, 
the average person gains 
between 0.8 and 2 pounds 
during the holiday season. 
Food represents more than 
just nutrition this time of 
year, as family gatherings 
around the dinner table are 
about tradition and fellow-
ship. While no one wants 
to feel deprived when hol-
iday celebrations arrive, it 
is important to make smart 
choices and continue to 
prioritize health as much 
as possible. These seven 
tips can help.

1. Plan your daily eat-
ing. Scale back meals ac-
cordingly if a large family 
feast is on the docket at 
dinnertime. While you 
shouldn’t skip meals al-
together, a light breakfast 
or lunch may enable you 
to save more calories for 
dinner and treats to come 

later in the evening. 
2. Aim for mostly 

healthy foods. Buttery 
rolls, fatty roasts, candied 
yams, and pies come out 
in full force during the 
holidays. Try to make the 
majority of your plate full 
of lean protein, low-fat 
dairy and plenty of veg-
etables and whole grains. 
Then you can splurge 
on one or two foods like 
pumpkin pie.

3. Remain physically 
active. It may be tempting 
to hibernate inside watch-
ing heartfelt holiday mov-
ies on television, but resist 
the urge to be sedentary. 
Keep up normal fitness 
routines, aiming for the 
recommended 150 min-
utes of moderate-intensity 
exercise per week or 75 
minutes of vigorous-in-
tensity exercise. Take the 
stairs at malls and park 
further away from stores 
when shopping for the hol-
idays to add a little extra 
movement to your day.

4. Get enough sleep. 
It may seem your sched-
ule is packed with ev-
erything from parties 
to holiday preparation, 
but it is important to get 
adequate rest. Without 
enough sleep, you may 
feel sluggish and your 
immune system may not 
be as strong.

5. Lay off the alcohol. 
Holiday toasts are replete 
with delicious cocktails. 
However, moderation is 
key whenever alcohol 
is being served. Popular 
drinks often are calo-
rie-dense, and health ex-
perts warn that consuming 
too much alcohol is linked 
to a higher risk of devel-
oping certain conditions, 
like liver issues, cancer, di-
abetes, and heart disease, 
says WebMD. Opt for 
non-alcoholic beverages. 
Water and unsweetened 
drinks are healthy options.

6. Position yourself 
away from the buffet. 
When you are close to 
food, you might engage in 
mindless nibbling. Find a 
seat away from the dinner 
table or buffet during hol-
iday gatherings.

7. Slow down and be 
aware. The holiday season 
is a busy time of year, and 
that means people may be 
racing around distracted or 
in a rush. Take special care 
to be alert while driving to 
avoid accidents that can 
lead to injuries or even 
fatalities.

Although nutrition of-
ten isn’t top of mind 
during the holiday sea-
son, healthy behaviors 
shouldn’t be completely 
forgotten during this fes-
tive time of year.

7 ways to enjoy a healthy holiday


