BANK HOLIDAY
pr COLORING CONTEST

You could win your very own

Gingerbread Housel
Visit www.stillmanbank.com or any
of our six offices for a coloring sheef.
FDIC

*See office for official rules. No purchase or obligation necessary to win. Contest ends on 12/18/2024.
Friday, Dec. 13

Stop by The First National Bank in Amboy at our Franklin Grove Lobby, 108 N Elm St, 5-7 PM.
We'll be serving up cream puffs, hot chocolate, and good cheer!

Stil lma n Kids 10 and under! Enfer our
4

HolcombBork

» : S = 7

On behalf of our Holcomb Bank employees & Board of
Directors, we would like to wish a Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays & Happy New Year to all!
May 2025 be filled with health & happiness! @i

WWWWHWHWW

This season is a time of joy, reflection, and gratitude.
We are incredibly thankful for the trust and support
you show us throughout the year.

ByronBank g

Saturday, Dec. 14

I 2,
o s Howefonse Chsigfnns
Visit The First National Bank in Amboy at our Amboy Lobby, 220 E Main St, 4-6 PM.

Grab a hot chocolate with all the goodies from our hot chocolate bar!
Kids can enjoy a craft ornament kit in our craft area.

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy - Dixon - Franklin Grove - Monroe Center
815-857-3625 - fnbamboy.com
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Ogle County's most widely read weekly newspaper!

Visit www.oglecountylife.com

RCH celebrates National Rural Health Day

‘It’s a day about focusing on the reasons why we do what we do

BY JEFF HELFRICH = =
MANAGING EDITOR " e s

ROCHELLE — On
Thursday, Nov. 21, Ro-
chelle Community Hos-

PHS volleyball

players awarded

Polo High School volleyball
players recently received
team and conference
awards. Section B

pital celebrated National
Rural Health Day. Mem-
bers of RCH’s Wellness
Committee handed out
giftsand healthy snacks to
employees, who also took

[ Tursoar novemsen 2. National Rural
e N R

CONVENIENT
CARE
z$

OPEN

WEATHER pictures and participated T0oD4y
in a contest by providing T
responses on why rural
health is important to
them.
MONDAY TUESDAY RCH Wellness Com-
HIGH LOW  HIGH LOW mittee Members, includ-
ing Marketing & Public
28 14 3215 Relations Specialist Kirby
Heward, Chief Human
Resources Officer Denise
Bauer, Human Resources i
Generalist Lorena Huer- Rochelle o TEE
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY \ -7 orioce Like e
amo, Human Resources
HIGH LOW  HIGH Low Assistant Brenndon Gar- (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
33 23 3924 cia and Dietician Janelle On Thursday, Nov. 21, Rochelle Community Hospital celebrated National Rural Health Day. Members of
Stein spoke with the Ogle ~RCH’s Wellness Committee handed out gifts and healthy snacks to employees, who also took pictures
County Lifeabouttheday. ~and participated in a contest by providing responses on why rural health is important to them.
“We decided to have
OBITUARIES our own celebration since  reasonswhy wedowhat — wellbecauseweprovide tainable right here in  connectionwithpatients
. Dolores Shank we are rural and a small we do and where we do  jobs as well as care and  Rochelle.” compared to larger hos-
« Melvin Charles Messer community hospital,” it. Our presence here a lot of things that help Garcia said being pitals.

« Kimberly Ann
Himes-Oudekerk

Heward said. “It’s a day
about focusing on the

also is an infrastructure
for the community as

the population thrive
and continue to be sus-

in a rural community
means a more personal

See RCH page 11

See page 4 ° ° ° °
Kitchen Table selling building due to shortage

INSERTS of volunteers and resources, high need
relker Foods Founder: ‘Tt will be tough for me to hand over the keys to this place’
« Ace Hardware BY JEFF HELFRICH
« Menards MANAGING EDITOR
« Farm & Fleet
« Polo Foods ROCHELLE —When
« Snyder Pharmacy asked about what it will be

like for her to hand over
the keys to the building
that houses The Kitchen
Table upon the closing of
its coming sale, Carolyn
Brown, the Rochelle non-
profit’s founder, got tears
in her eyes.

“It’s going to be hard,”
Brown said. “But I can’t
back out now. I already
committed. The buyers
came about, and we looked
at our numbers and made
the decision. And we’ve
dealt with the aggravation
and lots ofdifferent factors.”

The donation and volun-
teer-based eatery/commu-
nity pay-what-you-cancafé
will not operate this winter
after Nowv. 21.

See KITCHEN TABLE
page 10

A
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The donation and volunteer-based eatery/community pay-what-you-can café will not operate this
winter after Nov. 21. The building will soon be sold to a for-profit restaurant in need of a location. The
non-profit proceeds from the sale will be donated to a local charity.
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Meridian School Board approves Plourde as new superintendent

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY - The Meridian
Community Unit School
District #223 Board of
Education named Dr. Mi-
chael Plourde as its next
superintendent at its Nov.
25 meeting. Dr. Plourde
will step into the position
on July 1, 2025, leaving
his currentrole as superin-
tendent of Wilmont Union
High School in Kenosha
County, Wisconsin.

“I am deeply honored
and excited to serve as
superintendent of the Me-
ridian Community Unit
School District #223,”
Plourde said. “It’s a dream
job for me. The district’s
mission, vision, and core
values align closely with
my beliefs. My leadership
style is rooted in honesty,
transparency and integrity,

and [ aim to be a superin-
tendent who listens and
puts students first in all
decisions.”

Dr. Plourde brings over
12 years of experience in
educational leadership.
Prior to his position in
Wilmot, he worked in the
Northern Illinois region
as principal of Willow-
brook Middle School
and Principal of Rock
Cut Elementary. In these
roles, he managed district
operations, executed stra-
tegic plans and developed
collaborative practices to
support student achieve-
ment. Dr. Plourde earned
both his Doctor of Lead-
ership in Educational Ad-
ministration and Master
of Arts in Educational
Leadership degrees from
Aurora University, and

he holds a Bachelor of
Science in Secondary
Education from Northern
Michigan University. His
background in commu-
nity-centered initiatives
and focus on continuous
improvement are expect-
ed to ensure a smooth
leadership transition and
continued support for
student success.

John Smith, president
of the Meridian CUSD
#223 Board of Education,
expressed the board’s en-
thusiasm

“Through a thorough
and rigorous interview
process which includ-
ed input from various
stakeholder groups, Dr.
Plourde consistently stood
out as the top candidate,”
Smithsaid. “His extensive
experience in education,

innovative problem-solv-
ing skills, participation
in strategic planning,
and commitment to both
personal and profession-
al growth made him the
unanimous choice to lead
our district. We are con-
fident that Dr. Plourde’s
leadership will help guide
Meridian CUSD #223 to
continued excellence and
success.”

The district recently
received “Gold Achieve-
ment of Excellence in
Education” from the in-
ternationally recognized
performance-driven orga-
nization, ThePartnership
for Excellence and four
of'its employees received
the 2024 Those Who
Excel Award for their
commitment to academic
excellence.

Dr. Michael Plourde

Oregon CUSD 220 officials present

CHICAGO - Oregon
CUSD 220 Superintendent
Dr. PJ Caposey and Assis-
tant Superintendent Adam
Larsen were featured speak-
ersatthelllinois Association
of School Administrators
Joint Annual Conference
in Chicago the weekend of
Nov.23-24, hosted by the Il-
linois Association of School
Boards and School Busi-
ness Officials. The annual
conference is the premier
gathering of school leaders
inIllinois, bringing together
thousands of school board

™
A

members, administrators,
and education professionals
to address critical issues,
share innovative practices,
and advance public educa-
tion. Selection to present at
the conference is both an
honor and a testament to the
impactful work happening
in districts statewide.

Thisyear, Oregon CUSD
220 was proud to showcase
its leadership in three pre-
sentations, contributing to
the professional dialogue
shaping education across
Illinois.

CHRISTMAS

BAZAAR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
9-2

You'he uited!
St IMary s

$625,000

ld|ckersonn|em0n .com

~ ~ fem

dickersonnieman.com/2024065iZ

18 ACRES OF ABSOLUTE PARADISE! One of a kind 5 bed, 4 bath custom
home. Large open foyer, open concept living room with volume ceilings, stone
fireplace, 4 season room and wonderful views of the 18 acre paradise. Kitchen
with, granite counters, desk area, and breakfast area. Formal dinin? room, first
floor laundry room leading to 1 of 2 stairs to the exposed LL. Main fl

bedroom with walk-in closet, double vanity, jacuzzi tub, & shower area. 2 more
beds on ML with walk-in closet & shared bath. Plus so much more!

oor master

“Using My Data Dash-
board to Understand Sum-
mative Designations”
Larsen and Dr. Alan Clem-
ensof Northern I1linois Uni-
versity guided district and
schoolleadersonleveraging
thestate developed My Data
Dashboard. This tool helps
educatorsunderstand school
accountability metrics,iden-
tify improvement opportu-
nities,and make data-driven
decisions based on student
performance indicators.

“Creating Peak Team
Performance Through
Self-Awareness and
Personal Growth”
Caposey and Dr. Bry-
an Wills explored how
self-awareness enhances

Dr. P.J. Caposey

team performance. Using
the Enneagram Personality
Profile, they will provide
practical strategies for fos-
tering high-functioning
teams and improving team
dynamics.

“Creating an Ef-
fective Continuous Cy-
cle for Improvement”

Adam Larsen

Caposey shared insights into
implementing systematic
processes like the Baldridge
Framework to align strate-
gic planning with annual
goals. The session offered
actionable strategies for
districts aiming to sustain
meaningful progress.

“Our district’s partici-

at Education Conference in Chicago

Dr. Bryan Wills
pation in this year’s Joint
Annual Conference reflects
the innovative practices and
commitment to excellence
that define Oregon CUSD
220,” Caposey said. “We’re
proud to share our strategies
and learn alongside some of
the besteducation leaders in
the state.”

Chesney to host IPASS on Demand Event in Freeport

FREEPORT — Fol-
lowing an incredibly suc-
cessful IPASS on Demand
eventin Rockton earlier this
month, State Senator An-
drew Chesney (R-Freeport)
is bringing a mobile team
from the Illinois Tollway to
Freeport foran IPASS event
on Dec. 2.

“The Tollway is transi-

tioning away from plastic
transponders and arereplac-
ing them with new sticker
technology,” Chesney said.
“Rather than having my
constituents complete this
transaction at the DMV
or elsewhere where there
may be a fee, | am bring-
ing a mobile team into the
45th District for quick, easy,

w SERVICE CALL SPECIAL |

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

ANY
Blmllll

[ A A

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-51

and free service.”

Officials fromtheIllinois
Tollway will be on hand to
help people transfer over to
the new sticker technology
and ensure people can make
the switch without disrup-
tion to their [IPASS account
activity. Along with provid-
ing this service, the tollway
officials can help people
with questions they may
have about their IPASS ac-
countandwith ‘Payby Plate’
issues. Pleasenotethatthose
who attend should jot down
their license plate number to
ensure quick service.

IPASS on Demand:
Monday, Dec. 2. 3-7 p.m.
Highland Community Col-
lege, Conference Center.
2998 W. Pearl City Road,

33

Freeport. Co-Host: Stephen-
sonCounty Board Chairman
Scott Helms.

Onceactivated, the stick-
er tag can be used on the
[llinois tollway and on E-Z
Pass roadways in other
states within 24 hours of
activation. There is no de-
positrequired for the sticker
and the $10 transponder
deposit that was paid when
atransponderwaspurchased
will be transferred to the
new account when it is ac-
tivated. Balances on current
transponders will also be
transferred overtothesticker
account.

For additional informa-
tion about these free events,
please contact Lori at ly-

ates@sgop.ilga.gov.

Diclgeﬁi
Nieman

&
Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! ruuions mm—

240 S. West Street Bron

,&,'

$460,000

RIVERFRONT PROPERTY IN BYRON! This custom 4 bed, 4.5
bath ranch features over 5,000 SF of well maintained living space.
Gleaming hardwood floors throughout ML. Kitchen boasts deep
cabinets, appliance garage, SS appliances, butler pantry w/wet bar
& granite counter top. GR with access to porch overlooking river.
Master suite w/ 2 walk-in closets, private bath, & balcony access.

ersonnieman.com/202405991

206 Autumnwood Drive, Davis Junction

$309,450

Separate bedroom, o

dickersonnieman.com/202404869

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! 1,789 SQFT,
% n concept great room plan Kitchen
island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz countertop
with stainless range, dishwasher and microwave. Primary
bedroom with private bath, two walk-in closets. At garage
enterance is 1st Floor Iaundry & drop zone. 3 car garage.

MARK PAYNE
(815) 978-0788

JAVEN RANDS
(779) 207-5256

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

DOROTHY BOWER
(815) 985-3264

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL

(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

e Lol
KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118
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Oregon CUSD 220 celebrated Veterans Day with two heartfelt programs, one at the elementary level and one for the junior/senior high school, totaling 90 minutes of
tributes to the brave men and women who have served our country.

Oregon CUSD 220 honors veterans with assembly

OREGON - Oregon
CUSD 220 celebrated
Veterans Day with two
heartfelt programs, one at
the elementary level and
one for the junior/senior
high school, totaling 90
minutes of tributes to the
brave men and women
who have served our
country. Together, the
programs honored over
90 veterans, recognizing
their service and sacrific-
es in front of a grateful
community.

The assemblies fea-
tured student perfor-
mances of patriotic songs,
inspiring guest speakers,
and creative expressions
of gratitude, highlighting
the district’s commitment

to honoring our nation’s
heroes. The events left
a lasting impression on
students, staff, and vet-
erans alike, reflecting the
power of education and
community in celebrating
those who have protected
our freedoms.

The programs also
resonated beyond the
district, with a video of
the event going semi-vi-
ral and garnering over
42,000 views on Face-
book. Watch the video
here: https://fb.watch/v_
VAa341Xt/.

“Iam incredibly proud
to be part of a district that
works so hard to honor our
veterans,” Superintendent
PJ Caposey said. “These

assemblies reflect the
values we strive to instill
in our students and our
collective gratitude for
those who have served. It
was an honor to celebrate
alongside our commu-
nity.”

The assemblies were
made possible through the
efforts of many dedicated
individuals and groups
across the district. Special
thanks are extended to:

Miles Beske, Dy Mow-
ry, Andy Eckardt, Stacey
Glendenning, Justine
Davis, and Zach Hall for
organizing the event and
the leading the assem-
blies.

Mark Tremble, Andy
Eckardt, Miles Beske, and

Zach Hall for performing
the National Anthem
as part of a barbershop
quartet.

Leland Howard for
creating a powerful slide-
show.

Chelsea Eden, Seth
McMillan, and the
FFA for organizing a
delicious breakfast for
veterans.

Olivia Kincaide and
the Art 3/4 students for
crafting beautiful artwork
displayed in the lobby.

Custodial staff for en-
suring the space was setup
and ready for the events.

A team of educators,
including Tanya Bocker,
Kristen Boyer, Chelsey
Diehl, Liz Garncarz, Sa-

mantha Goldman, Katie
Groharing, Lita Johnson,
Dawn Merrill, Bridget
Rasner, Tiffany Rufer,
Mariah Withers, and
Tegan Zshornak, for their
invaluable contributions.
Mrs. Handschuh and
Ms. Doll, along with
K-4 classroom teachers,
for facilitating the stun-
ning student artwork that
adorned the assemblies.
The districtalsorecog-
nizes the efforts of Linda
Connelly, Sasha Priller,
Julie Davis, and Caitlin
Bunch, who ensured the
safe and orderly arrival of
OES students atthe Black-
hawk Center, and Lisa
Rogers, who managed the
sound system for the OES

musical performances.
Additionally, a heartfelt
thanks to Kelly Pace for
helping with refreshments
and warmly welcoming
veterans as they arrived,
and to the OES adminis-
tration for their unwaver-
ing support in making the
assemblies possible.
Oregon CUSD 220 is
deeply grateful to all those
who contributed to these
meaningful events. Togeth-
er, the districtdemonstrated
the power of community,
education, and gratitude in
honoring our veterans.
For more information
about Oregon CUSD 220
and its programs, please
contact Caposey at pca-
posey(@ocusd.net.

IASB Member Boards vote at Annual Delegate Assembly

CHICAGO—Thellli-
nois Association of School
Boards held its annual Del-
egate Assembly on Nov.
23, in conjunction with
the Joint Annual Confer-
ence in Chicago. Member
boards of education voted
on resolutions submitted
by the membership. Ad-
optedresolutions establish
theadvocacy priorities and
legislative direction ofthe
Association. 429 delegates
were present to vote.

Representatives from
IASB member school
boards considered topics
of'dual language learning,
charter school funding,

Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) accountability, and
more. The assembly also
elected President Mark
Harms (Flanagan-Cornell
USD 74) and Vice Presi-
dent Tracie Sayre (Triopia
CUSD 27) to their second
terms in office.

Six resolutions were ap-
proved via delegate vote;

A measure that would
support the Illinois State
Seal of Biliteracy as attain-
ment of world language
requirements passed.

A resolution that
would support applying
the standards of the Evi-
dence-Based Funding for-

mula to state-authorized
charter schools passed.

A measure that would
advocate for TIF process
reforms passed.

A proposal to support
creation of a statewide
database for the Employ-
ment History Review re-
quirement of Faith’s Law
passed.

Aresolution that would
supportthe option ofauni-
fied health plan for school
districts to participate in,
through the Illinois De-
partment of Central Man-
agement Services passed.

An amendment to an
existing position state-

ment on Election Day
school closures, that
school districts should not
be mandated to close on
Election Day ifnone ofthe
buildings used by students
within the district serve as
polling places passed.
The Delegate Assem-
bly voted to notreconsider
three appealed proposals:
One that would support
legislation towards re-
quiring a policy regarding
the use of student-owned
wireless communications
devices; one supporting
developing a state-fund-
ed Office of Inspector
General to investigate

allegations of waste,
fraud, or other, against
local public schools;
and another supporting a
requirement that school
board candidates have
a criminal background
check before they submit
their petition.

An amendment to the
IASB Constitution, clar-
ifying parliamentary pro-
cedure, was adopted.

The Delegate Assem-
bly also received the
president’s report from
Harms and a report to
the membership by IASB
Executive Director Kim-
berly Small, J.D. IASB

Treasurer Marc Tepper
(Kildeer-Countryside
CCSD 96) provided the
Association’s financial
report.

During the IASB Res-
olutions Process, each
resolution is proposed
from the membership and
reviewed by a21-member
Resolutions Committee.
Its recommendations are
brought before the Dele-
gate Assembly for discus-
sion and vote. A FAQ on
the process and the 2024
Resolutions Commit-
tee Report are available
on the IASB Advocacy
website.

PAG to present ‘Christmas Eve in Chaos’ Jan. 10-12

MT. MORRIS — This
winter, the Performing Arts
Guild of Mt. Morris will
present a dessert theatre,
Christmas Eve in Chaos.
Christmas Eve in Chaos
is a festive, side-splitting
radio play that captures the
spirit of holiday mishaps.
Carol (Trudy Whalen), the
ultimate holiday enthusi-
ast, is determined to make
Rick’s home the brightest
on the block. But when her

elaborate light display caus-
es amassive neighborhood
blackout, her dreams of a
perfect Christmas quickly
turn into a holiday disaster.

Linda (Priscilla Os-
borne), Rick’s sensible
wife, finds herself caught
in the chaos, trying to keep
peace amid the escalating
mishaps. Meanwhile, Rick
(Mark Tremble) provides
sarcastic commentary, and
UncleFrank (Larry Ubben)

is convinced it’s all part of
a government conspiracy.
The family must figure out
how torestore powerbefore
the entire neighborhood
turns on them.

As they scramble in
the dark, things take an
unexpected turn when
Santa (Jeff Bold) himself
crash-lands his sleigh in
their backyard. The rein-
deer are scattered, Santa is
flustered, and Carol sees it

asherchancetosave Christ-
mas. With Rick reluctantly
draggedalong, Lindatrying
tokeep everyone grounded,
and Uncle Frank still on
highalert, the family sets off
on a chaotic reindeer hunt
through the snowy streets.

From runaway reindeer
to inflatable snowmen,
Christmas Eve in Chaos
delivers laugh after laugh
as the family’s holiday
woes spiral out of control.

This heartwarming com-
edy is perfect for anyone
who needs a post-holiday
pick-me-up and areminder
that even the most chaotic
Christmas can bring joy.
This delightful comedy
will be held on Friday
through Sunday, Jan. 10—12
at the Allure of Pinecrest
Grove Theater, 500 Ever-
green Lane, Mt. Morris.
Friday and Saturday shows
areat 7 p.m., witha Sunday

matinee at 2 p.m. Get your
tickets now! Tickets are
$16, with a $2 discount for
students. Dessert (included
intheprice) willbeserved at
Intermission. Reservations
are encouraged. For infor-
mation, call 815.734.2103
or order online at www.
performingartsguild.com.
Due to scheduling con-
flicts, this show willreplace
the previously scheduled
play, 4 Christmas Story.

Brandt participates in music ensemble at Central College in Iowa

PELLA,Iowa— Mai-
son Brandt, of Oregon,
Class 0f 2028, is a Central
College A Capella choir
member, singing in the
bass section.

Central College of Pel-
la, Iowa, is a private col-
lege known for its active
student body, academic
rigorand athletics success.

Our students learn collab-
oratively with supportive
educators who share a
commitment to intellec-
tual engagement, personal
growth, career readiness
and civic involvement.
Founded in 1853 and
shaped by its Christian
heritage, the college of
1,100 students participates

County Regional
Planning Commission
meeting canceled

OREGON — Due to a
lack of business, the regular
monthly meeting ofthe Ogle
County Regional Planning
Commission scheduled for
Thursday, Dec. 19 has been
cancelled. The next meeting

of the Regional Planning
Commissionisscheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 23,2025, at6
p-m. at the Old Ogle County
Court House, First Floor
ConferenceRoom#100, 105
S. Fifth St., Oregon.

in NCAA Division III
athletics and is a member

of the American Rivers
Conference. Central is an

Annual Holiday

, Rummage Sale

Saturday, Dec. 7th

8:00 to 1:00

Come see our bargain-

priced treasures, selection
of gift baskets and sign up
for the raffle drawings!

11252024

St. Bride’s Episcopal Church

1000 Route 64 West
Oregon, IL 61061

active part of the Greater
DesMoinesregion andjust

minutes from Lake Red
Rock, Iowa’s largest lake.

%

Bird Realty

HOMES « FARMS « COMMERCIAL

Dream it. See it. Buy tt.

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

K It may be getting

,COLD OUTSIDE

Inventory is low and homes are
still selling quickly. If you're
thinking of listing your home

this winter, it's still a great time

to sell! CALL TODAY!

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?
Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

01232017
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Obituaries

Dolores Shank

ROCKFORD — Do-
lores Martha Shank, 96, of
Rockford, passed away on
Sunday, Nov. 24 at Wesley
Willows Senior Communi-
ty, culminating what was a
very rich and full life.

Dolores, the youngest
of five siblings, was born
on Dec. 29, 1927 in Mt.
Morris, the daughter of
George and Wilhelmina
Crocker.

She excelled in school
and graduated from Mt.
Morris High School as
valedictorian of the Class
of 1945. She was very
active at MMHS, serving
on various student organi-
zations and participating
onthe cheerleading squad.

On May 8, 1948, Do-
lores married her high
school sweetheart, Richard
“Dick” Shank, and the two
remained in Mt. Morris
to start their careers and
family.

Dolores started work-
ing at Citizen State Bank
in downtown Mt. Morris
during her senior year of
high school, and then went
on to enjoy 25 years as a
dedicated employee at the
financial institution. In
1973, she took the position
of secretary at Mt. Morris
High School, working
faithfully in the main of-
fice for 13 years until her
retirement in 1986.

A few years later when
herhusband, Dick, retired,
the couple relocated to
Cambridge, Wisconsin,
and also spent winters in
Clearwater, Florida. Cam-
bridge held a special place
in their hearts as they spent
many summer vacations at
Lake Ripley with friends
and family.

In 2002, Dolores and
Dick, relocated to Rock-
ford, living full-time in the
Cloisters. After 60 years
of marriage, Dick passed
away in 2008, but Dolores
spentseveral more years at
the Cloisters until moving
to Wesley Willows in the
past few years.

Dolores was a member
of Holy Family Church.
She had very strong faith
and is now reunited with
her husband, parents, sib-
lings and other family and
friends in Heaven.

Formany years she was
an active member of the

POLO POLICE REPORT

POLO — On Oct. 30
at, Pedro Cruz, 26, Wheat-
ing, was cited for transpor-
tation of open container of
alcohol.

On Oct. 31, Christoher
L. Cash, 36, Colorado
Springs, Coloradowascited
for driving while license
suspended and suspended
registration. He was re-
leased on anotice to appear.

On Oct. 31, Armando,
Luna Moreno, 42, Sterling,
was cited for expired regis-
tration.

On Nov. 3, Andrew J.

Mt. Morris Junior Wom-
en’s Club and the Ogle
County Home Extension.
She enjoyed cooking,
reading, Red Hat Club
activities, card games, ball-
room dancing, Big Band
music, and especially the
Christmas season.

She made sure that fam-
ily Christmas get-togethers
were special occasions and
always insisted on person-
ally shopping for gifts and
stocking stuffers forall her
children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
up until the last few years.

Dolores was abig sports
fan with a strong com-
petitive streak and spent
many hours following
and supporting the athletic
activities of her husband,
children and grandchil-
dren. She was very proud
of their accomplishments,
often recounting details
from her kids’ games that
took place decades ago.

She split her allegiance
between the Cincinnati
Reds and Chicago Cubs,
and was still complaining
about their recent woes
to family members just a
couple of weeks ago.

Dolores always stayed
active and on the go. In
addition to bowling in
leagues for years in Mt.
Morris and Cambridge,
she and Dick spent many
nights out dancing and
they enjoyed their regular
potluck dinner and card
parties with close friends.

Despite slowing down
in the past couple of years,
Dolores was still vol-
unteering at the Wesley
Willows gift shop just
a few months ago, and
in 2023 she was thrilled
and honored to ride in
the Mt. Morris Fourth of
July parade as the MMHS
Alumni Facebook Page
representative.

Her memories were
vivid and lasting and she
often shared from her past,
including life growing up
in Mt. Morris during the
Great Depression in the
1930s, World War II in the
1940s, polio scares of the
1950s and major political
events of the 1960s.

Dolores’ life spanned
quite a unique time peri-
od as she witnessed and
experienced so much in

her glorious 96 years.
Recently, she would oc-
casionally lament that all
of her classmates, siblings
and most of her close
friends had passed, but
her fond memories kept
her zest for life solid. She
will be greatly missed by
her family, but her loving
spirit will live on in their
hearts and minds.

Dolores is survived
by one daughter, Deanna
(John) Martin, of Syca-
more; three sons, Doug
(Julie) Shank, of Huntley,
Rick Shank, of Mt. Morris,
and John (Maria) Shank
of Nokomis, Florida; sev-
en grandchildren, Micki
Shank, Ryan (Kelly) Mar-
tin, Josy (Korey) Weyers,
Megan (Matt) Mecum,
Jonathan (Sara) Ritchie,
Benjamin (Morgan) Shank
and Brady (Gabrielle
Ellstrom) Shank; nine
great-grandchildren, Brad
and Josh Mecum, Bryce
Martin, Owen, Ethan and
Aiden Weyers, Ella and
Otto Ritchie and Isla Con-
ley-Shank.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Dick; her parents; three
sisters, Rosalie Garrison,
Dorothy Winebrenner and
Ruth Blecker; one brother,
Leo Crocker; and neph-
ews, Norman Garrisonand
Casey Crocker.

Visitation will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 30 from
10:30to 11:30 a.m. at Far-
rell Holland Gale Funeral
Homein Oregon, located at
110S. Seventh St., Oregon,
IL 61061. A funeral Mass
will follow at noon in St.
Mary Catholic Church in
Oregon, with Rev. Bernard
Sehr officiating.

Burial will be at St.
Mary Catholic Cemetery
on Pines Road in Oregon.

Memorials may be
made to St. Croix Hos-
pice or the Mt. Morris Let
Freedom Ring Committee.

Swift, 38, Polo, was arrest-
ed for an in-state warrant
and driving while license
suspended and cited for op-
erating an uninsured motor
vehicle. He wasreleased on
a notice to appear.

OnNov. 8, Mark Arand,
32, Dubuque, lowa was
cited for speeding 42 in a
30 miles per hour zone.

On Nov. 13, Franciso
Roling, 38, Rockford, was
arrested fornovaliddriver’s
license. He wasreleased on
a notice to appear.

On Nov. 14 at 6 p.m.

Logan James Linker, 21,
Byron, was arrested for an
in-state warrant and cited
for expired registration and
operating anuninsured mo-
torvehicle. He wasreleased
on a notice to appear.

OnNov.22at1p.m.Lar-
ry D. Parson, 55, Polo was
arrested for driving while
license revoked and cited
for suspended registration.
Hewasreleased onanotice
to appear.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocentuntil prov-
en guilty.
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Kimberly Ann Himes-
Oudekerk

ROCKFORD—Kim-
berly Ann Himes-Oude-
kerk, 62, of Rockford,
IL, passed away in her
home surrounded by her
loving family, on Thurs-
day, November21st2024,
after battling a year and 2
long illness, she gave up
her fight and she was pro-
nouncedat 12:04 PM. She
was born on October 20th,
1962 and grew up in By-
ron, IL, where she attended
high school and graduated
in 1980. After she pursued
her degree from Chicago
Business College, Kim
was employed as a legal
secretary at Ray A. Fer-
guson & Associates Ltd.
of Rockford, IL, where
she dedicated almost 30
years. She is known by
all for her compassion,
generous heart and lov-
ing spirit. Kim and her
husband Tim Oudekerk
built their lives for over
43 years and achieved
many accomplishments
together. They were each
other’s one and only, his
whole life, guiding light
and North Star. Kim was
anavidreaderand enjoyed
spending time with her
family and friends. She
especially loved listening
to Tim & Donnie’s jam
sessions. She was their
#1 fan. Kim also loved

Melvin

ROCHELLE — Mel-
vin Charles Messer, age
86 passed away at Manor
Court in Rochelle on Fri-
day, November 22, 2024
with his family at his side.
Hewasborn on December
11, 1937 in Rochelle, IL
the son of Leo and Vivian
(Landis) Messer. Mel
married Judith Nelson on
February 9, 1969.

Mel retired after serv-
ing as the Ogle County
Sherifffor 16 years,and 41
years, 3 months oftotal law
enforcement service. He
was proud of graduating
from the Northwestern
University School of Po-
lice Staff and Command
and the FBI Leda Crime
Scene and Criminal Inves-
tigations. The list of his
awards, accomplishments
and involvement in law
enforcement is long.

Mel enjoyed travel-
ing the country with his
wife including attending
the National Sheriff’s
Association Conferences
and visiting their close

playing and watching
Tim play darts. She was
a daughter, sister, wife,
stepmother, aunt, cous-
in, step grandma, great
aunt, professional, friend,
neighbor, and saint. She
is survived by brother
Ron (Rhonda) Himes of
Rockford, sister Cindy
Himes of Stillman Valley,
brother Kevin Himes of
Byron, sister Terry (Ken-
ny) Oudekerk-Oppold of
Freeport, Gail Bond of
Freeport, Carolyn Oude-
kerk of Poynette, WI,
brother Tony (Bonnie)
Oudekerk, stepdaughter
Christine (Luke) Satterlee,
grandchildren Charlie
Elise and Finlay Von, and
many nieces, nephews,
and cousins including
Erin Matheson of Orlando,
Melissa (Chris) Kremske
of Louisiana. Anyone
that’s met Kimmy knows
personally how loving
and gracious she was. As
a parting wish the family
asks that if she’s touch
your life in some way or
ever helped you, that you
pay the gratitude forward.
She will be dearly missed
by us all, as our hearts are
broken. Her legacy will
be that she saved Tim’s
and everyone’s lives more
than once and never had
an enemy. The star that

Charles

friends in Florida. He en-
joyed spending time with
his family, attending his
grandchildren’s numerous
sporting events, meeting
for coffee with friends at
McDonalds and breakfast
at Grubsteakers. An old
western movie or any
police show was always
on his t.v.

Preceded in death
by his parents, and
brother Ron Messer.
Survived by his wife,
Judith Messer, 3 children:
Robert (Susan) Mess-
er and William (Sue)
Messer both with his
former wife, Betty Gloss-
er; and James (Lesley)
Messer all of Rochelle;
Grandchildren: Brad
(Melissa) Messer, Steve
(Stephanie) Messer, Jake
(Amanda) Messer, Paul
(Heather) Helser, Shannon
(Adrian) Montelongo,
Chris Messer, Grant Mess-
erand Anna Messer. Great
grandchildren: Devin
Montelongo, Blake Hels-
er, Danny Montelongo,

burns the brightest fades
the fastest. Thank you
God for sending her to us,
until we meet again.... A
visitation will be held on
Wednesday, November
27,2024 atFarrell Holland
Gale Funeral Home of By-
ron, IL between the hours
0f9:00 AM & 11:00 AM.

A Funeral Service in
her honor will begin im-
mediately following the
visitation at the Byron
Funeral Home at 11:00
AM with Pastor Randy
Snider presiding. Kimmy
will then be laid to rest
near her mother at Byron
Township Cemetery of
Byron, IL.

Finally the family
would like to invite all
to attend a luncheon im-
mediately following the
Cemetery services, details
to be announced soon.
Please visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com to plant
atree orsend condolences.

Messer

NoahMesser, Zack Helser,
Emily Montelongo, Owen
Messer, Crew Messer, Ava
Helser, Sofi Messer, Ellery
Messer, Tesa Messer, Kase
Messer and Jude Messer
and 5 Great-Great Grand-
children.

Visitation will be from
4 - 6:45 PM on Tuesday,
November 26, 2024 at
the Unger Horner Funer-
al Home, 400 N 6th ST.,
Rochelle. Funeral service
will follow at 7:00 PM
on Tuesday with Pastor
Joy Alsop officiating.
Private family burial will
be at Ashton Cemetery.
Memorials can be made
out to Illinois Sheriff’s
Association.

FSB Shannon Polo Lake Carroll
announces promotion of Manthei

SHANNON — Robin
Wilhelms Saar, president
and CEO of First State
Bank Shannon-Polo-Lake
Carroll, has announced the

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

promotion of Ariana Man-
thei to the role of senior
compliance officer—BSA/
AML/OFAC.

With her expertise,

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

815-732-6851

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Public

Kitchen closed Tue.

Public

is VFW EVENTS is

Weleomet. .y Lighting @ 5:30p

Welcomel

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm
Fridays @ 7pm 1* Fridays, Karaoke, Live music
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners
We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

Gaming

05132024

dedication, and strong
leadership skills, Ari is
exceptionally qualified to
assume this importantrole.

At First State Bank
Shannon Polo Lake Car-
roll, our commitmentto de-
livering excellent customer
service goes hand-in-hand
with maintaining strict ad-
herence tocompliance and
regulatory standards—an
essential foundation for
our success.

Please join us in con-
gratulating Ari on this
well-deserved promotion!

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

e T

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

Lic# 055-013999
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Above at left is Mrs. Kelly Gale (holding the check) and Mrs. Becky Barton. Above at right is an MJHS student introducing her veteran. Below are MJHS seventh grade
students at Stillman Run Monument.

Meridian Junior ngh School hosts Veterans Day event

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Meridian Junior
High School celebrated
Veterans Day on Mon-
day, Nov. 11. During
the day, the students
attended various ac-
tivities: wrote holiday
messages to be sent to
SVHS alumni serving
in the different branches
(Stillman RED), painted
popsicle sticks to make a
giant flag, walked to the
Stillman Run Monument,
they completed a one-
mile walk for Dark Horse
Lodge Trek for Troops,
and listened to Sgt. Adam
Frisbie and Petty Officer
3rd Class Brad Dewey.

They started the day
with an assembly where
they were able to listen
to the seventh/eighth
grade band, 6-8th grade
chorus, and Taps that was
performed by Ms. Ris-
ner and Mr. DeLaRosa.

Students were also able
to invite veterans to the
assembly and introduced
them to all MJHS stu-
dents and staff. Student
Council also sponsored
a breakfast before the
assembly began.

The school also held
a Dress for Dark Horse
Lodge fundraiser earlier
in the school year. Stu-
dents from MJHS and
staffhad a week of dress-
up days in which they
would donate $1 each day
thatthey dressed up. That
week MJHS students and
staff raised $333. Dark-
Horse Lodge islocated in
Tennessee - please look
them up on Facebook or
darkhorselodge.org.

MIJHS students and
staff would like to thank
all veterans for their
service to our country.
In addition, a special
note of appreciation for

Mrs. Becky Barton for
organizing this excel-
lent opportunity for our
students. During the as-
sembly, MJHS students

and faculty honored Mrs.
Kelly Gale, a retired
MIJHS teacher, for all
of her work supporting
veterans. Through these

activities, MJHS stu-
dents gained a deeper
appreciation for veterans
and the immense sacrific-
es they have made. The

entire MJHS community
extends its gratitude to all
veterans for their service
and contributions to our
country.

New vehicle helps Highland bring medical services to rural communities

FREEPORT — High-
land Community Col-
lege’s Nursing and Allied
Health program is hitting
the road. Amobile medical
unit, unveiled today, will
bring care to those who
need it most in Northwest
[llinois.

Set up to function as
a health care clinic on
wheels, the specialized
vehicle provides new ave-
nues of student instruction
and community services to
residents of Stephenson,
Ogle, Jo Daviess and Car-
roll counties. The college
hosted nearly a hundred
guests at a ribbon-cutting
for the mobile medical
unit.

“To our knowledge, no
other community college
in Illinois has a mobile
medical unit like this
one,” said HCC President
Chris Kuberski. “This unit
creates a unique learning
experience for our stu-
dents while also serving
the health care needs of
the communities across
our Northwest Illinois
district.”

Beyond being a high-
tech learning tool for
current Nursing and Allied
Health students, the vehi-
cle will meet prospective

students where they are
for such services as sports
physicals at local high
schools. Perhaps most
critically, the mobile med-
ical unit will help fill gaps
in the area’s health-care
deserts.

“We are excited about
the opportunity to build
stronger, healthier con-
nections within our com-
munity. This unit will
not only be an asset for
health care, but also a
symbol of partnership,
compassion and a shared
responsibility to care for
one another,” said Alicia
Kepner, Highland’s co-
ordinator of Nursing and
Allied Health. “We can
provide essential check-
ups, health screenings and
vaccinations forthose who
may not otherwise have
access to these services
— whether they live in a
rural area, face financial
barriers or have limited
transportation options.”

HCC’s nursing pro-
gram funded the mo-
bile medical unit with a
$300,000 grant from the
Department of Health and
Human Services. Former
Congresswoman Cheri
Bustos assisted Highland
with pursuing this oppor-

tunity during her time as
the U.S. representative
from Illinois’s 17th con-
gressional district.

“This was not an ‘I
alone can do it’ situa-
tion,” said Bustos, who
helped Highland secure
the grant through a Com-
munity Project Funding
Request. “You partnered.
You worked together. You
told our congressional
office how this wasn’t just
a Highland Community
College project—this was
a community project. ...
For me, that was enough
to say, ‘Let’s make this
happen.””

Additional elected offi-
cials at the event includ-
ed State Sen. Andrew
Chesney and State Rep.
Tony McCombie, as well
as Outreach Representa-
tive Shaneka Young, on
behalf of U.S. Rep. Eric
Sorensen.

The Greater Freeport
Partnership conducted this
morning’s ribbon-cutting,
and the project has been
supported by multiple
community organizations,
some of which include
Freeport Health Network,
Sisters of St. Mary Health,
the Stephenson County

the Salvation Army.
“The mobile medical
unitallows our instructors
and studentsto collaborate
with these organizations
— exposing students to
a variety of settings in
their education and en-
suring they are prepared

to care for those in our
community after gradua-
tion,” said Dr. Stephanie
Eymann, HCC’s dean
of Nursing and Allied
Health. “Through this
project, we hope to con-
tinue those partnerships
while providing a unique

and innovative education-
al outlet for HCC students
to serve some of our most
vulnerable neighbors.”

To learn more about
Nursing and Allied Health
at Highland Community
College, visit highland.
edu.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE FOR
OREGON PARK DISTRICT.

l. A public hearing to approve a proposed property
tax levy increase for Oregon Park District for 2024 will
be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at
the Nash Recreation Center, 304 S. 5th Street, Oregon,

lllinois.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Haley
Mizner, Secretary to the Board, 304 S. 5th Street, Oregon,

lllinois 61061
oregonpark.org.

(815)

732-3101

or boardsecretary@

1. The corporate and special purpose property taxes

extended for 2023 were $1,427,938.94.

Theproposedcorporateandspecialpurposeproperty

taxes to be levied for 2024

are $1,522,230.00. This

represents a 6.60% increase over the previous year.

Health Department and

lll.  The property taxes extended for debt service
and public building commission leases for 2023 were
$1,562,155.57.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service
and public building commission leases for 2024 are
$1,587,401.00. This represents a 1.62% increase over
the previous year.

IV.  The total property taxes extended for 2023 were
$2,990,094.51.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for
2024 are $3,109,631.00. This represents a 4.00%
increase over the previous yeatr.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Highland Community College’s Nursing and Allied Health program is hitting the
road. A mobile medical unit, unveiled today, will bring care to those who need it
most in Northwest lllinois.

No. 1205
(December 2, 2024)
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VIEWPOINT

"Congress shall make no law. . .
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

The Ogle County Life is a division of
News Media Corporation.

~N

* On Dec. 18, 1966,
Dr. Seuss’s popular book
“How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” was made into
an animated TV special
narrated by well-known
horror movie star Boris
Karloff, who also provid-
ed the voice of the titular
character, and shown for
the first time on CBS.

* On Dec. 19, 1942,
American fighter pilot
Eddie Rickenbacker was
pulled out of the Pacific
Ocean after being lost at
sea for 22 days. He and
six other men would have
starved to death if they
hadn’t caught and eaten a
seagull. Rickenbackerwas
on a special mission in the
South Pacific when he went
missing.

*On Dec. 20, 1990, the
Population Crisis Commit-
teedeclared Lagos, Nigeria
the worst city in the world
in which to live, with the
top-ranked cities listed as

Montreal, Melbourne and
Seattle-Tacoma. Half of
Lagos’homes lacked water
and electricity, and only
one person in 100 owned
a telephone. The city also
hadadensity of 5.8 persons
per dwelling.

* On Dec. 21, 2007,
Britain’s former prime
minister Tony Blair left
the Anglican Church to
become aRoman Catholic.
The cardinal who led the
service to welcome him
said he was “very glad”
to do so, but controversy
remained on whether the
conversion was in pursuit
of the European Union
presidency.

* On Dec. 23, 1954,
Dr. Joseph E. Murray and
several other surgeons
performed the first truly
successful human kidney
transplant, between identi-
cal twin brothers, at Peter
Bent Brigham Hospital in
Boston, Massachusetts.

Challenges for the
new administration

HE new admin-
istration faces
many challenges

to repair the damage to
the country caused by
the policies of the past
administration. It is easy
to spill milk, but it takes
time to clean it up.

The first priority is
for all cabinet appoin-
tees and others requiring
consent from the Sen-
ate to be approved. The
president-elect’s choices
appear to share his philos-
ophy of'significant change
to the government bureau-
cracy (the deep state). The
left-leaning media have
immediately jumped on
the fear-mongering train
in an attempt to stop
these appointments before
any hearings are even
convened. The media’s
scrutiny, soon to be per-
formed on these nominees,
will far exceed that given
to Biden Administration
nominees. It should be
remembered that these ap-
pointees reflectthe desires
of the American people
who voted for sweeping
change.

The next priority is to
unleash the energy indus-
try by reducing regulation
and increasing permits,
increasing fossil
fuel availability,
and promoting
energy indepen-
dence. It is easy
to shut down the
energy industry,
but it takes time to
ramp itup. Trained
people must be
hired, equipment
must be brought in, re-
pairs must be made, and
supply chains must be re-
established. This may take
several years. The ban on
natural gas exports should
be immediately lifted,
allowing Europeans and
others to purchase natural
gas from a source other
than the Russians, who the
ban has enriched. Lifting
the ban will also deprive
the aggressors of funds
to support their wars in
Ukraine and Israel.

An equal priority is to
close the border and de-
portillegal aliens. Deport-
ing criminal illegal aliens
will help reduce the crime
rate. The next step will be
to deport those without
the proper paperwork to
return for a hearing. There
is already pushback from
mayors of sanctuary cities

and leaders of sanctuary
states (Pritzker of Illinois)
cranking out hatred and
pledges of noncooper-
ation. Some say it will
be very costly to deport
all the illegal aliens.
Providing housing, food,
transportation, medical
services, and education
for illegal aliens has al-
ready been shown to be
very expensive. It will
be even more expensive
to continue to provide
these services for all il-
legal aliens to remain in
the country. Unless they
have awork permit, illegal
aliens are not allowed to
work, and it is a violation
of federal law to hire and
houseillegal aliens (8 U.S.
Code § 1324).

The next priority is to
eliminate many unpro-
ductive regulations that
add difficulty to operating
a business or living in
the United States. Reg-
ulations such as require-
ments for more electric
vehicles, mandates for
severe emission standards
for gas-powered vehicles,
diversity equity inclusion
(DEI) requirements, cli-
mate change programs
(Green New Deal), coal-
fired power plant re-
quirements, home
& multifamily
dwelling construc-
tion restrictions,
etc., have contrib-
uted to the current
inflation and short-
ages.

These are justa
few critical chang-
es the new admin-
istration should address
upon inauguration. There
are only two years until
the next Congressional
election, where the party
in power often loses con-
trol of Congress, so that
any delay would be detri-
mental to accomplishing
the president-elect’s agen-
da. The Democrats always
march in lockstep as
ordered by their leaders.

The Republicans, not
so much. Infighting and
other disagreements tend
to hamper the passing of
vitally-needed legisla-
tion in a timely manner,
even when they control
both houses. With the
mandate bestowed upon
the president-elect, many
hope the Republican-led
Congress will be united
like the Democrats. Don’t
bet on it.

Chuck
Roberts

Consider th

little less than
two weeks ago,
e held our

elections. Although some
of those elected to their
terms were not those 1|
would have chosen, I am
pleased that so many of
us, who were registered,
showed up at the polls. In
Ogle County, 76.6 percent,
more than three quarters
of those registered, voted.
Thank you for performing
your civic duty to this great
country of ours!

To those that feel they
were not represented in
this election, and who
may be anxious about the
future, I can only say that
they should keep informed
and involved with what
happens in the future.
Make sure your voice is
heard, on social media,
in letters to the editor of
your newspaper, and, as
much as possible, in your
everyday conversations.
Remember, arguments are
not conversations, and do
not end up with positive
change.

I do hope that those
things I have been writing
about in the past several
months do not become
reality. I would love to be
proven wrong about them.
But, asI mentioned before,
we must keep informed
and involved always. In

elections ofthe pastdecade
or so, many of those that
have been elected seem to
be looking out for them-
selves and leaving us to
fend for ourselves. This s
notdemocracy. Therefore,
we must be vigilant in our
research of our candidates,
of the votes of our elected
officials, and the outcomes
of those votes.

Whether we like it or
not, to keep our democ-
racy, this vigilance must
continue. We cannot sit
back and let social media,
mainstream media, or any
other kind of media tell us
what to think, say,
or do. We can,
however, use all
these forms of in-
formation to com-
pare, and review,
then perform our
due diligence and
come to our own
conclusions. Any
other way is just
following the herd.
That is not what we, or our
forefathers want. We are
independent and, there-
fore, free.

Onethinglhavenoticed
about this election is that
there have been few, ifany,
voters saying the election
was rigged, or stolen.
There is now a consensus
that this was a free and
fair election. There have

been no extreme changes
made to our election sys-
tems in the past four years.
The only changes I have
seen are the states trying
to purge voting rolls and
add restrictions to vot-
ing. Even President-Elect
Trump, I believe, has not
said a word about it. Itis
interesting how things can
change from one election
to another.

All 1n all, our election
systems have been doing
the job they have set out
to do. Every time. As an
Election Judge, I do my
very best every election
to make sure our
elections are fair
and represented.
At least in Ogle
County, our Judges
have performed
their due diligence
and brought to our
voters the best
election processes
possibleaccording
to the county and
the State of Illinois.

To those of us who are
still anxious and fearful for
our future, please hang in
there. Remember what |
said previously and keep
informing yourself in
your free time. If you are
still wondering about our
democratic state, consider
that we have been in this
democracy for 248 years.

Reed
Harris

is:‘Me’ vs. ‘Us’

We have been through
many kinds of attacks on
it. We have kept steadfast
every time. Sometimes,
there were attacks that
ended unrealized. Some-
times the attacks did not
have real backing and fell
apart. A few have been
very aggressive, but we
have withstood them and
still have our democracy.

Even though we have
been a “me” society at
various times in the past,
we usually end up an “us”
society. After all, most of
us help our neighbors up
when they fall, right? Most
of'us are there helping our
children, and their children
succeed, right? Many of
us donate time and money
to victims of storms, earth-
quakes, incursions, fires,
and other disasters, right?
This is called an “us”
society. Sharing, loving,
helping, and caring are
not “me” things. So, when
it comes to government,
we should make a stand,
decision, or other effort in
the very same way.

‘We are the oldest, most
powerful, most giving
democracy on earth. Let
it be for the “us” because
if we do it for the “me”
we are doomed to be the
newest, least powerful,
mostundemocratic nation
on earth.

Workbook for disaster preparedness

OU can always
expect the un-
expected. The

question is have you
planned for it? Through
the work of folks at Penn
State University they have
developed a workbook
farmers can use for di-
saster preparedness and
response of their farms.
Here a look at how it can
help.

The ReadyAGO : Di-
saster and Defense Pre-
paredness for Production
Agriculture workbook is
designed to help farm and
ranch owners plan for and
manage disasters that can
occur on their operation
such as power outages,
drought, flood, severe
snow or ice storms, but
also catastrophic events,
for example tornadoes,
hurricanes, fires, dis-
ease outbreaks, and other
events, including acts
of terrorism or a nuclear
accident.

We encourage you to
review this workbook with
family members, employ-
ees, and with emergency
personnel in your commu-
nity. The intent of Ready-
AGO is to help farmers
and ranchers become bet-
ter prepared for disasters,
so they can continue to
be viable even in the face
of disastrous events. The
ReadyAGO preparedness
process directs farmers
and ranchers to take a
critical look at their agri-
cultural operation, guiding
them to determine areas
that need improvement,
thus helping them to be-
come better prepared for
any event that could dis-

publication.

rupt their operation. The
ReadyAG© workkbook
contains questions for
farmers and ranchers to
consider and answer about
various segments of their
agricultural operation that
may be vulnerable or at
risk for disasters.

The preparedness and
planning GENERAL
worksheets are divided
into four sections. The ma-
jority of functions on your
operation will fitinto these
major areas. Your opera-
tion may be unique and
include additional areas
of concern. We encourage
you to identify any addi-
tional or unique
functions within
your agricultur-
al enterprise and
address the vul-
nerability and risk
associated with
those production
and management
functions that are
notincludedinthis
workbook.

All producers should
complete the GENERAL
section, and the commod-
ity section that represents
your operation.

FACILITIES and MA-
TERIALS. This section
represents the structures,
equipment, supplies, and
other real property asso-
ciated with your farming
enterprise. All buildings,
fields, orchards, animal
areas, plant nursery area,
feed storage and han-
dling equipment, vehi-
cles, equipment, supplies,
product handling, and
storage areas would be
included in this section.
The variety of supplies,

materials, raw ingredi-
ents, feed, feed additives,
fertilizer, pesticides, med-
icines, water, and other
items and areas required
for normal function of
your agriculture business
should be included in this
section.

PEOPLE. This section
includes anyone who has
access, provides some
service or function for
you, works for you, or
otherwise moves onto and
from your agricultural en-
terprise. Included would
be all employees, family
members, service person-
nel, salespersons, delivery
people, veterinar-
1ans, consultants,
Extension Educa-
tors, customers,
the general public,
and invited and
uninvited visitors.

PLANNING
and PRACTICE.
This section rep-
resents what takes
place at your lo-
cation. It includes the
day-to-day activities, the
routine function, and those
activities that occur only
at certain times such as
harvest, or shipment of
animals to another facility
ortomarket. The activities
of your business and the
management for produc-
tion practices are included
such asuse of footbaths for
animals or visitors, use of
quarantine areas, limited
access to facilities, and
the development and use
ofothersecurity practices.
REVIEW and UPDATE.
This section includes the
items and practices that
you should periodically

Ron
Kern

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is
at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for

check, review and up-
date. Included would be
insurance, how product
and people move on your
operation, locks, doors,
gates, lights, security
cameras, electronic moni-
toring equipment, gauges,
inventories of pesticides,
medicines, chemicals and
otherhazardous materials,
worker protection stan-
dards training, pesticide
training, first aid training,
lists of critical contacts
and phone numbers, emer-
gency response plans, and
other important functions
and areas of concern that
should be evaluated on a
regular basis.

Bytakingacritical look
at each of these areas, you
can determine the areas
and functions that need
improvement to help you
become better prepared
for any event that could
disrupt your operation.
The intent is to help you
become better prepared
for all disasters, so you
can continue to be a vi-
able even in the face of
disastrous events. The
investment of time and
resources to planis signifi-
cantly less than the costs of
adisaster onthose who are
not prepared. Although it
is not possible to plan for
all possible scenarios, the
plans and activities that
you develop will help to
reduce your level of risk
and, therefore, improve
your sustainability.

You can download the
workbook at http://ready-
ag.psu.edu/

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County

Farm Bureau.

During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be
considered for publication.
Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will
not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal at-

tacks.

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the
publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless
there is a time factor involved, space permitting.
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90" Horst Reunion held Aug. 11 1n 1 M. Morrls

MT. MORRIS — In
picture perfect weather on
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, 80
people, descendants and
their families of George
Horst Sr. (1824-1914) and
his wife, Anna Margaretha
Appel Horst (1828-1881),
gathered at the home of
Johnand Beth Chase (Cedar
Creek Vines, northwest of
Mt. Morris) for the 90th
Horst Reunion.

Since the early 1930s,
Horst families have con-
vened each August with a
reunion picnic at relatives’
homes, village or city parks,
state parks and forest pre-
serves.

This year’s reunion was
held a mile and a half from
wherethe Horstsestablished
their homestead 162 years
ago to farm and raise their
four children: Anna Eliza-
beth Horst Diehl, Konrad
and George Horst Jr., and
Helena (Lena) Horst Bor-
neman.

The day proved to be a
refreshing, uplifting time-
out for all. Children were
entertained with a variety
of lawn games.

Extended family mem-
bers, separated by time or
distance, had the opportu-
nity to connect/ reconnect,
celebrate family events,and
createnew memories. Cedar
Creek Vines showcasedfive
red and three white wines
during informal wine tast-
ing. Flavorful pulled pork
sandwiches and dressing,
provided by Nelson Family
Farms, a fifth-generation
family farm (north and
west of Mt. Morris), were
served in combination with
a bountiful potluck of cas-
seroles, salads, fresh garden
vegetables, seasonal fruits
andscrumptioushomemade
pies, cakes, cookies and
desserts. The traditional
afternoon reunion treat, ice
cream, was also served.

Photos were taken. A
collectionof Horstmemora-

bilia and a genealogy chart,
stretching 14 feetlong, were
displayed. Five generations
of Horsts were present. At-
tendees traveled from Col-
orado, Kansas City, lowa,
Wisconsin,and Michiganto
meetand greettheircousins.
Following a brief business
meeting conducted by re-
union president and secre-
tary, Dave and Cindy Link
(Leaf River), awards were
presented to the youngest,
mostcherished, and furthest
traveled. Everyone was
entered into drawings for a
90th Anniversary Horst Re-
union quilt and table runner
hand quilted and donated by
Barb Johnson (Leaf River)
and her daughters: Cindy
Link (Leaf River), Peggy
Feide (Rockford), Pam
Wrasse (Baileyville), Carol
Anderson (Davis Junction)
and granddaughter, Mad-
ison Schelling (Oregon).
Leona Nelson (Mt. Morris)
presented a family history.
She described the push/
pull factors that brought
GermanstoAmericaduring
the Civil War. German farms
had been divided over gen-
erations to the point they
were too small to make a
living. Economichardships,
shortage ofland, and limited
political rights drove dissat-
isfied German immigrants
from their native homes.

Family and friends in
Americawrote lettershome
encouraging others to join
them in the land of oppor-
tunity. Leonaasked listeners
to take into account how
treacherous the journey was
for the entire family.

Their initial overseas
journey, then several days
or more of overland travel
by rail and wagon, and fi-
nally homesteading brought
continuous anxieties and
fears, followed by decades
of hardships and arduous,
backbreaking work on
their farm. The family lived
strong religious faith: “For

nothing will be impossible
with God.” (Luke 1:37).
George Sr., his wife, and
their four children wereborn
mSellenrod, Hessen-Darm-
stadt, Germany. George Sr.
followed his brother and
sister who had immigrated
to America through Bal-
timore, Maryland in 1861
with their nine-year-old
nephew, Konrad Horst,
George Sr.’s eldest son. The
family of five began their
overseas emigration from
the port of Bremen, Ger-
many in June 1862. They
traveled in steerage on an
older cargosailing ship with
children ages 13, 7, and 2.
Overcrowded steerage
allowed only a few square
feet per passenger. The ship
was dirty; there was little
food and poor ventilation;
rats and lice were the norm.
The voyage required six
weeks atsea to travel nearly
4,200 nautical miles.
Passengers endured
rough seas from high winds
and feared running out
of water and food. They
arrived at Castle Garden
Emigrant Depot in lower
ManhattanonJuly 19, 1862.
Their ship was moored
in the bay until an immigra-
tion landing agent arrived.
After a thorough review of
the ship’s passenger man-
ifest, noting who had died
on the trip and who was
then 1ill, immigrants and
their luggage were ferried
across the bay to the Castle
Garden (Kessel Garten)
Emigrant Depot. All were
examined by a medical
officer to ascertain if any
sick might have passed the
health authorities at quar-
antine. They were taken to
a waiting area, the Castle
GardenRotunda, whichhad
acapacity of between 2,000
t04,000. During processing,
officials recorded all neces-
sary information pertaining
to each immigrant such as
name, nationality, former

residence and intended
destination. At the depot,
immigrants could safely buy
railroad tickets without fear
ofbeing defrauded. Restau-
rants, bread stands, and
washrooms were available.
Immigrants could lodge
at licensed Castle Garden
boarding houses forperiods
varying from one day to
several weeks.

The family came by rail
to Chicago. They complet-
ed their journey either by
train, most likely the Gale-
na-Chicago UnionRailroad
with stops in Rockford and
Freeport, orby wagon. They
claimed their homestead on
thepresent Apple Roadnear
Coon Creek in Mt. Morris
Township.

There was no govern-
ment assistance for immi-
grants. They brought little
with them. Having arrived
in northern Illinois in late
July, their land had not been
cleared. There werenocrops
to harvest. The first priority
wastobuildalogcabin;they
heated with wood ina cabin
without insulation. Coop-
eration between neighbors
helped them through the
firstwinterand beyond. The
land was cleared in winter
withlittlethought of conser-
vation. Trees were chopped
down with felling axes. A

(PHOTO COURTESY OF DEB TONEY)
In picture perfect weather on Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, 80 people, descendants
and their families of George Horst Sr. (1824-1914) and his wife, Anna Margaretha
Appel Horst (1828-1881), gathered at the home of John and Beth Chase (Cedar
Creek Vines, northwest of Mt. Morris) for the 90th Horst Reunion. Shown are
those that attended the reunion.

team of oxen dragged the
trees into piles which were
burned. Farming inAmerica
was vastly different than
Germany. For the first few
years they farmed at a sub-
sistence level.

The language barrier
necessitatedrelying on their
own ethnic community for
business activities, school,
church,andsociallife. They
spoke German at home
with family, friends, and
neighbors. They assimilated
into American life at the
rate they learned English.
Their Lutheranreligion was
never neglected. Ministers
were brought from Wart-
burg Seminary in lowa to
teach catechism students.
Church services, first held
in homes, then the school,
and later in a church at West
Grove, were conducted
in German. There was no
piano or organ; hymnals
were scarce; hymns were
led by one or two musically
inclined male song leaders.
George Horst Sr. was one of
the founders of the German
Lutheran Church at West
Grove where he remained
an active member until his
death.

The family faithfully
observed the Sabbath. Af-
ter attending church each
Sunday they gathered at

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

home on Sunday afternoons
to read the Bible. German
family Bibles continue to
pass through the genera-
tions. The regional German
dialect that migrated with
the Horsts was preserved
in homes for over two gen-
erations.

As the Horsts became
established within the Mt.
Morris community, they
were recognized as kind,
humble, honest, hard-work-
ing, highly respected cit-
izens. George Horst Sr.’s
obituary describes him as
“aman of sterling character
who enjoyed a high degree
of respect from all with
whom he came in contact.
He was a man of unusually
industrious habits, and
although coming to this
community poor in purse,
his good management and
natural thrift brought him
ample competency for his
declining years. He was a
truly good man and a kind-
ly-hearted neighbor.” (Mt.
MorrisIndex,Oct.28,1914)

Today, as one travels
northwest of Mt. Morris,
Horstdescendants continue
farming on land purchased,
cleared, and farmed by their
ancestors. Toquote Thomas
Hardy (1840-1928): “I am
the family face; flesh per-
ishes, I live on.”

Dec. 3,5: The Forreston
High School Servant Lead-
ers, in cooperation with
Darlene Book, Texas Disas-
ter Relief, and North Caroli-
na Canton Fire Department
are hosting a Christmas
Book & Toy Drive for chil-
dren in North Carolina who
suffered great loss from the
recent hurricanes. Help us
spread Christmas cheer to

Brought to you by these sponsors:

our neighbors to the south!
Servant Leaders will be
collectingdonations during
the girls basketball game
on Tuesday, Dec. 3 and the
boys basketball game on
Thursday, Dec. 5. Dona-
tions can also be dropped
off at the FISHS office
during school hours. The
sleigh will be loaded after
the start of the varsity game

on Dec. 5. All donations
will go to children in need.
Thank you for your support
and your generosity!

Dec. 7: The annual Can-
dlelight Christmas Event
at the Chana United Meth-
odist Church will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 7 at the
Chana UMC. This year
the event will be held at 4
p.m. Please note the time

change. The program will
feature singer and song
writer, Dan Holmes. Dan
has performed in over 150
churchesinsevenstatesand
has done several European
tours. His music will be
both Christianand seasonal
in nature bringing a gentle
Christian message of hope.
Following the program a
dessert/snack buffet will be

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Hank's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

CC2018

1333S.DAYSVILLEROAD. OREGON, IL 61061

Improving lives by serving infrastructure needs of the world

WWW.ETNYRE.COM

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!

We're here to help.

held in the candlelit social
hall. There is no admission
charge - alove offering will
be taken for the presenter.
A door prize drawing will
be held at the close of the
program and table favors
will be available for all in
the dining room. All are
welcome to attend. Please
callthe churchofficeat815-
732-7683, Carole Sutton

712 N Division Ave.
polo, IL
(815) 946-2886G

Open:
Tue - Wed
1AM to 10PM
Thurs - Saturday
4PM to 1AM
Kitchen Open:
5PM to 7PM
FREE In-Town Delievery

at 815-595-4559, or Pat
Kloeppingat815-453-2345
by Dec. 4 if you plan to
attend and have not been
previously contacted.

Dec. 7: Come enjoy the
fun, free breakfast with San-
taonDec, 7 from9-11 a.m.
at the Mt. Morris Moose
Lodge 1551 located at 101
Moose Drive, Mt. Morris,
IL 61054.

THE D
POLO
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ABSINTHE BAR, RESTRURANT
AnD EVENT CENTER

bolo. ILLINOIS

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST. 1991 —

Serving the Community for 33 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:

Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Stillman Valley, IL 61084

ISH
Friday r ”,s
5pm-9pm

208 N Walnut St

815-645-9828

Heartlan

REALTY

Matthew
Hermes

Designated
Managing Broker

(815) 288-4648

1254 N. Galena Ave., Dixon
www.heartlandrealty.info

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

GLE COUNTY
LiFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER =——=

w
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OrReGoN VEW * W
Post #8739

Monday - Lightning 5:30PM
Wednesday - BINGO 5:30PM

Thursday - Trivia 7PM
Food Available Mon, Wed, Thu 4 PM - 7 PM & Fri 4 PM - 8 PM

Open to the Public
1310 Washington St., Oregon | 815-732-6851

Servmg Ogle, Boone & Wlnnebago County for over 35 years

819- 234-4171
815-234-2225

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

3499 E Tower Rd
PO Box 652
Byron, IL 61010

2-Way Radio
Communication

We are an
authorized dealer
of Icom & Kenwood
radio equipment
4

Forreston, IL
815-938-2586

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL. 61068

815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON —On Nov.
19 atapproximately 12:31
p.m. deputiesresponded to
the 1,500 block of North
Mulford Road, Rochelle,
in response to a personal
injury accident. After
an investigation, it was
learned thata gray-colored
Toyota driven by Jesse
Morales, 44, of Cher-
ry Valley, attempted to
overtake a blue-colored
Chevrolet hauling a farm
implement driven by Scott
H Bohne, 34, of Syca-
more. The Toyota struck
the Chevroletas the Chev-
rolet attempted to enter a
private drive. Morales was
transported to the area hos-
pital for non-life-threat-
ening injuries. Morales
was cited for improper
passing. Bohne was cited
for no slow-moving vehi-
cleplacard. Deputies were
assisted at the scene by
Rochelle Fire and EMS.

On Nov. 20 at 10:35
a.m. the Ogle County
Special Operations unit
conducted a traffic stop on
Interstate 88 westbound at
mile marker 75. After an

BYRON POLICE REPORT

Nov. 6

At 2:02 p.m. Byron
Police Department is-
sued citations to Jiaer L.
Grayson, 29, of Rockford
for operating a motor ve-
hicle while registration is
suspended and operating
a vehicle with no proof
of valid insurance. This
violation occurred in the
7,000 block of North River
Road.

Nov. 7

At 3:15 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Carmen Silva
Guzman, 36, of Byron
for failure to stop at a
stop sign. This violation
occurred at 400 North
Maple Street.

At 9:12 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued

investigation, the driver,
Steven Rockwood, 72,
of Dixon, was arrested
on a Lee County warrant
for delivery of metham-
phetamine. The passen-
ger, John Lance, 58, of
Dixon, was arrested for
possession of a controlled
substance (methamphet-
amine) and possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Rockwood was released
from the scene with a
future court date in Lee
County. Lance was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
jail to be processed and
was released on a notice
to appear.

On Nov. 20 at approx-
imately 9:56 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic
stop at the intersection
of Brayton Avenue and
Reynolds Road in Mt.
Morris. As a result, dep-
uties arrested Brenna M.
Gapinski, 31, of Dixon
on an outstanding Lee
County warrant for con-
tempt of court. Gapinski
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail in lieu
of bond. Gapinski was

issued a verbal warning
for improper lane usage.

OnNov.21at9:29 a.m.
deputies were dispatched
to the 400 block of Wayne
Road (Hillcrest) for a
report of a domestic prob-
lem. As a result, deputies
arrested Melanie E. Marr,
35, of Rochelle for do-
mestic battery. Marr was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail pending an
appearance beforeajudge.

On Nov. 22 at approxi-
mately 1:35 a.m. deputies
initiate a traffic stop near
the intersection of Wash-
ington Street and Third
Street in Oregon. Af-
ter further investigation
Chelsey Weems, 23, of
Polo, was placed under
arrest for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Weems was also cited for
loud exhaust and illegal
transportation of alco-
hol. Weems was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail
where he was released on
a notice to appear.

On Nov. 22 at approx-
imately 3:32 p.m. depu-
ties were dispatched to

the 9000 block of North
Blaine Road in reference
to adomestic disturbance.
After an investigation,
deputies arrested Brian
Ostrihonsky, 71, of Leaf
River, for domestic bat-
tery. Ostrihonsky was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he
will be held pending an
appearance beforeajudge.

On Nov. 22 at ap-
proximately 12:45 p.m.
deputies responded to
the 100 block of Azalea
Avenue, Davis Junction,
foradomestic altercation.
Afterabriefinvestigation,
Jessie. M. Cardenas, 23,
of Rockford, was placed
under arrest for domestic
battery, possession of
drug paraphernalia, and
possession of controlled
substance. Paul W. Turn-
er III, 34, of Texas, was
placed under arrest for
felony criminal damage
to property, possession
of drug paraphernalia,
possession of a controlled
substance and an outstand-
ing DeKalb County war-
rant. Cardenas and Turner

were transported to Ogle
County Jail. Cardenas
remains in jail pending
an appearance before a
judge. Turner was held
on the DeKalb County
warrant. Turner was given
a notice to appear for the
felony criminal damage
to property, possession
of drug paraphernalia and
possession of controlled
substance.

On Nov. 23 at approxi-
mately 1:37 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 7,000 block of
Lowell Park Road. After
further investigation, Eric
Bryer, 48, of Mt. Morris,
was placed under arrest
for driving while license
revoked. Bryer was also
charged with unlawful
use of weapon, aggravated
unlawful use of weapon,
unlawful use of weapon
by a felon, possession of
a firearm without a FOID,
possession of ammuni-
tion without a FOID, and
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. Bryer was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail pending an

appearance before ajudge.

On Nov. 24 at 6:35
pm. deputies conducted a
warrant service in the 100
block of Transit Street,
Creston. After a brief
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Christian Stanbery,
22, of Rochelle, for two
outstanding Ogle County
warrants, failure to appear
aggravated driving under
the influence and driving
under the influence. Stan-
bery was transported to the
Ogle County Jail and held
pending an appearance
before a judge.

On Nov. 24 at approx-
imately 11 p.m. deputies
responded to the 800 block
of Walnut Avenue in For-
reston. After a briefinves-
tigation deputies arrested
Michael A. Magdziak, 47,
of Forreston for battery
and criminal damage to
property. Magdziak was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
givenanotice to appear for
a future court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

a citation to Luis Mendo-
za-Gil, 44, of Bolingbrook
for speeding, going 53 in
a 30 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred
in the 700 block of West
Blackhawk.

Nov. 9

At 5:07 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Jordan A.
Pontnack, 30, of Byron
for operating a motor
vehicle while registration
suspended. This violation
occurred at the intersec-
tion of East Blackhawk
Drive and Luther Drive.

Nov. 11

At 3:27 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to a 17-year-
old male of Byron for
speeding, going 51 ina30

miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
700block of North Colfax.

Nov. 12

At 6:53 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Clyde H.
Castle, 58, of Rockford
for speeding, going 52 in
a 35 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 8,000 block of North
Barker Road.

Nov. 13

At 11:11 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
citations to Gregory D.
Kendrick Jr., 36, of Ster-
ling for operating a vehicle
without valid proof of
insurance and operating a
vehicle with a suspended
driver’s license. This vio-
lation occurred at the 100
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block of Lincoln Street.

At 5:40 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Zachary R.
Anderson, 38, of Rockford
for disobeying a traffic
control device. This vio-
lation occurred at Walnut
Streetand Merchant Street.

Nov. 14

At 2:10 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
acitationto Joel G. Helms,
54, ofRoscoe for operating
avehicle while driver’s li-
censeis suspended. Helms
was arrested and trans-
ported to Ogle County Jail
where he was fingerprinted
and released with a notice
to appear. This violation
occurred at the 700 block
of West Blackhawk.

At 4:21 p.m. Byron
Police Department re-
sponded to a domestic at
the 900 block of West 2
Street. Scott C. Crain was
arrested for criminal dam-
age to property, criminal
trespassing to residence,
disorderly conduct, vio-
lation of bail bond, and
possession of cannabis.
Crain was transported to
the Ogle County Jail.

Nov. 15

At 7:07 p.m. Byron
Police Departmentissued a
citation to Curtis G. Ruck-
er, 28, of Leaf River for
operating avehicle without
proof of valid insurance.
This violation occurred

at the 600 block of West
Blackhawk.

Nov. 16

At12:11 a.m. Byron Po-
lice Department issued ci-
tations to Bryan C. Banbry,
18, of Sycamore for dis-
obeying a traffic control
device and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
This violation occurred at
Walnut and Blackhawk.

At 6:26 a.m. Byron Po-
lice Departmentresponded
toasingle-vehicleaccident
at the 6,800 block of North
German Church Road
involving a 2017 Honda,
drivenby Patrick Simpson,
35, of Winnebago. There
wereno injuries or citations
issued.

At 9:15 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
citations to Taylor Ann J.
Kurtweg, 30, of Rockford
for operating a vehicle
while registration is sus-
pended and operating a
vehicle with no valid
driver’s license. Kurtweg
was transported to Ogle
County Jail where she was
processed and released
with a notice to appear.

At 4:29 p.m. Byron Po-
lice Departmentresponded
to a hit and run at the 200
block of West Blackhawk,
involving a 2018 Ford,
driven by Betty Jo Bussie,
89, of Beloit, Wisconsin
anda2009 Cadillac, driven
by CynthiaA. Dalgard, 54,

of Byron. No injuries and
no citations were issued.

Nov. 17

At 9:58 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
citations to Issac V. Al-
varez, 41, of Byron for
operating a vehicle with a
suspendedregistration and
operating a vehicle with
no valid driver’s license.
Alvarez was transported to
Ogle County Jail where he
was processed and released
with a notice to appear.
This violation occurred
at North River Road and
German Church Road.

Nov. 18

At 3:48 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Braddley J.
Richards, 49, of Beloit,
Wisconsin fordisobeyinga
traffic control device. This
violation occurred at Union
and River.

At 11 a.m. Byron Po-
lice Department issued
citations to Salam M.
Kadhim, 64, of Rockford
foroperatinga vehicle with
a suspended registration
and operating a vehicle
with no proof of valid
insurance. This violation
occurred at the 500 block
of East Blackhawk.

Please note: Any arrests
listed below are merely
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

Local organizations receive CFNIL grants

ROCKFORD — The
Community Foundation of
NorthernIllinois (CFNIL)is
feeling extra thankful as we
announce the recipients of
Community Grants for the
2024 program cycle: $1.73
million granted to 88 orga-
nizations in support of proj-
ects, programs, and events
benefiting the people of
Boone, Ogle, Stephenson,
and Winnebago Counties.

The grants wereawarded
in eight focus areas: Arts &
Humanities; Basic Needs
& Compassionate Support;
Career Pathways; Comple-
mentary Education; Equity,
Dignity, & Respect; Health;
Sustainable Communities;
and Youth & Families. From
the stage to the classroom,
from the doctor’s office to
the riverfront, and at all
points in between, the proj-
ects funded by Community
Grants help build a more
vibrant region.

The full report on 2024
Community Grants Pro-
gram grantmaking can be
found online at https://can-
va.cfnil.org/cgr2024. This
report details each of the 95
awards made this cycle and
the work that each grantee

will undertake as a result.

Local recipients includ-
ed:

Girl Scouts of Northern
[llinois - Girls Health and
Wellness Project — Health
- $9,775.00.

Habitat for Humanity
of Ogle County - Ensuring
VolunteerJob Safety: Phase
II - Sustainable Communi-
ties - $3,100.00.

Northern Illinois Uni-
versity - Strengthening
Regional Work-Based
Learning and Launching
an Education Research
Collaborative - Career Path-
ways - $55,000.00.

Oregon CUSD 220 -
Summer Elementary Math
Camp - Complementary
Education - $46,000.00

Serenity Hospice and
Home - Music Therapy for
Terminally I1l Patients - Ba-
sicNeeds & Compassionate
Support - $15,000.00.

The Arc of Winnebago,
Boone & Ogle Counties
- Project Art - Arts & Hu-
manities - $7,235.32.

United Way of North-
west [llinois - Dolly Parton
Imagination Library book
mailing program - Com-
plementary Education -

$17,388.00.

Village of Mt. Morris -
2025 Mt. Morris Jamboree
Free Concerts - Arts & Hu-
manities - $5,750.00.

“The people of Northern
Illinois are exceptionally
generous and committed to
ensuring future generations
will have every opportunity
to live healthy, productive,
and rewarding lives,” said
DanRoss, CFNILpresident.
“Weareinspired by ournon-
profit partners whose work
makes that vision possible,
not just in the future, but to-
day. Thiswork and its grow-
ing, ongoing impact would
not be possible without the
generosity of thousands of
donors, the commitment
of hundreds of volunteers,
and the exceptional efforts
of these grantees.”

The 2024 Community
Grants Program cycle con-
tinues CFNIL’s 71-year
commitment to investment
in Northern Illinois through
grantmaking. Learn more
about Community Grants
and other grantmaking
programs ofthe Community
Foundation of Northern
[llinois at http://cthil.org/
grants.
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The Forrestville Valley School District Board of Education (Bob Gronewold, Superintendent Sheri Smith, Chip Braker, Don Cook, Shaun Gallagher, Dr. April Moore, and
Dr. Craig Pauls) is pictured at left. Cook and his family are pictured at right.

Forrestville Valley School District Board honors Don Cook for 21 years of service

FORRESTON — On
Wednesday, Nov. 20, the
Forrestville Valley School
District Board of Educa-
tion recognized Member
Don Cook for 21 years of
service to the district.

Mr. Cook began his
service in 1999. During
his 21 years on the Board
of Education, Mr. Cook
was involved in numerous
projects, improvements,
and events. Some of these
include: Forreston Ju-
nior Senior High School
science lab renovations,

addition of secondary
STEM courses and Project
Lead the Way Engineering
Pathway, 1:1 technolo-
gy implementation for
FJSHS and Forreston
Grade School, full day
kindergarten and pre-
school within district
attendance centers, the
construction of Cardinal
Field Complex, addition
of Dual Credit and Ad-
vanced Placement classes,
to include College Now,
and numerous additional
facility improvements.

During his tenure as
a member of the Board
of Education, Mr. Cook
attended several trainings
and served in multiple
board positions including
board secretary and on the
Forrestville Valley Educa-
tion Foundation Board.

Superintendent Sheri
Smith states, “The district
appreciates the 21 years of
service of Mr. Cook and
the many opportunities
he has provided to the
students and staff at For-
restville Valley. His goal

Forrestville Valley School
District seeking board member

FORRESTON —The
Forrestville Valley School
District #221 is seeking
applicants for the position
ofboard member. The term
of office will be from Jan.
15,2025, until the election
of April 2027. Applicants
must be a United States
citizen, at least 18 years of

age, a resident of Illinois
and the Forrestville Valley
School District for at least
oneyear, aregistered voter,
and may come from any
congressional township
in the district. Application
forms are available on the
district website at www.
fvdistrict221.org, at the

District Office located at
601 E. Main St., Forreston,
IL 61030 or by calling the
District Office at (815)
938-2036. Application
deadline is Friday, Jan. 3,
2025. Interviews will be
held on Jan. 15, 2025, be-
ginning at approximately
5:30 p.m.

L o

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Jerry Tice was accompanied last month by, from left to right, Larry Wallace on
dobro, Tim Laurence on banjo, Mike Bratt on bass, and John Lindblade on guitar.

First Fridays Open Mic is Dec. 6

OREGON — The
First Fridays Open Mic
presents its monthly show
at the Oregon VFW this
Dec. 6. This indoor event
attracts many talented
performers, but musi-
cians and singers of all
skill levels find accep-
tance from its supportive

audience.

The show starts at 6:30
p.m. Admission is free,
although ajarisavailable
for donations. Performers
can sign up for time slots
onafirst-come-first-serve
basis, soit’s best to arrive
by 6 p.m. or earlier. In-
terested parties who have

questions can contact Jer-
ry Tice, at 815-449-2660.

The VFW is located at
1310 W. Washington St.
in Oregon. It provides
ample parking, along
with the availability of a
restaurant and bar within
the building. A fish fry
runs from 4- 8 p.m.

Cookie Walk and Bake Sale is Dec. 7

BYRON — Stock up
on Christmas Cookies
and other baked goods by
attending the Cookie Walk
and Bake Sale, to be held
on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 9
a.m. at the United Church
of Byron in the Fern
Calvert Fellowship Hall.

The UCB Fellowship
of the United Church of
Byron is sponsoring their
19th Cookie Walk, where
cookiesand candies willbe
sold by at $10 per pound
from 9 a.m. to noon. There
will also be hot beverages
and goodies to sample.

The church is located at
701 W. Second St. and is
handicapped accessible.
For further information,
please call the church at
815-234-8777. Our web-
site is www.unitedchur-
chofbyron.org or you can
also find us on Facebook.

Juntos Family Experience

ROCKFORD — Uni-
versity of Illinois Ex-
tension and Rock Valley
College are hosting a His-
panic 4-H Juntos Family
Experience for high school
students and their families.
Mark your calendar for
Wednesday, Dec. 4, from
5:30-7p.m. at Rock Valley
College, Main Campus

Stenstrom Center, at 3301
N. Mulford Road in Rock-
ford. This event is present-
edprimarily in Spanishand
includes presentations on
admissions, financial aid,
dual credit opportunities,
and a panel of Latino uni-
versity students to discuss
their college experience.
Everyone is welcome.

set for Dec. 4

If you have questions
orneed reasonable accom-
modations to participate
in programming, contact
Kathy Dombek at the
DeKalb County Extension
office at 815-758-8194.
Early requests are strongly
encouraged to allow suf-
ficient time to meet your
needs.

when starting on the board
was to improve facili-
ties to maximize resourc-
es for our students. He
should be very proud of
allhe hasaccomplished in
this area. Mr. Cook will
be missed, and we wish
him only the very best.”

Board President Chip
Braker said, “Don has

served the children and
families of the Forrest-
ville Valley school district
faithfully and unselfishly
for more than 21 years.
He has stayed true to our
mission of doing what’s
best for kids while being
a responsible steward of
our resources. | am truly
grateful for his service,

and on behalf of the For-
restville Valley Board of
Education we wish both
he and Judy the very
best.”

The Forrestville Val-
ley School District and
Board of Education will
miss Mr. Cook and thank
him for his many years of
service.

DIRECTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agencyv and
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon

732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

nior Citizen

rvi

Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center

Polo Senior Center
Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance

Veteran’s Crisis Line

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

815-222-8869

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499
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KITCHEN TABLE: Local organization plans to host community dinners on occasion

From page 1

The building will soon
be sold to a for-profit
restaurant in need of a
location. The non-profit
proceeds from the sale
will be donated to a local
charity. The Kitchen Table
will remain as an organi-
zation, and plans to host
community dinners at the
soon-to-be-sold 7034 S.
Klondike Road location
on occasion and possibly
at other venues likely
starting next May.

Brown and Kitchen
Table Board Member Bob
Alder said the organiza-
tion came to the decision
to sell due to a shortage of
resources and volunteers,
and overwhelming need.
The nonprofit can no lon-
ger pay its bills and get the
food it needs. Volunteers
have dwindled to a group
of six people, who are
often performing multiple
duties at once.

“Thatjustisn’tenough,”
Brown said. “On our most
recent serving night, we
served 144 meals in two
hours. We’re lucky if we
take in $300 on a night
like that. We have bills
just like any other restau-
rant has. We’re taking in
$1,200-1,300 a month but
our bills cost us around
$2,200 a month at a bare
minimum. We’ve strug-
gled for help since day
one. We do have a nice
core group, but we’re all
doing double duty.”

The Kitchen Table’s
building was purchased
Feb. 19,2013 and opened
June 30, 2016 after reno-
vations were done. It was
created as a place where
people could enjoy a
home-cooked meal on a
pay-what-you-can basis,
and as a reciprocal space
where volunteering could
earn food, fostering a

sense of community.

After the nonprofitsaw
lines outthe door of people
waiting for tables to open
up, seating space was ex-
panded after a visit from
TV’s Mike Rowe, who
donated what is now the
Rowe Pavilion at the lo-
cation. That extra seating
space hasn’t been needed
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with more pickup
and delivery orders being
requested since 2020.
Brown and Alder believe
a shift in society has
made The Kitchen Table’s
original mission harder to
carry out.

The Kitchen Table saw
a $50,000 drop in dona-
tions from 2022 to 2023,
and it started to have to
utilize its reserve funds
when it cut serving nights
from two nights to one per
week in 2024.

“We used to have so
much fun when we start-
ed in 2016,” Brown said.
“We enjoyed it. I looked
forward to it. We had a
blast making food and we
were lucky if we served
30 people when we first
opened. I always said if
it ever became like work,
we shouldn’t be doing it.
And I said if it ever got to
where it wasn’t supporting
itself, we’d stop.”

The Kitchen Table’s
leadership is looking for-
ward to relieving itself of
the building’s expenses
to allow it to operate in
the future, and possibly
looking to find a better
and more productive way
to serve the community.

The nonprofit has
served over 100,000 meals
since opening the location,
sometimes as many as
18,000 meals a year.

“Weknow there’s still a
need there and we can still
help with that,” Brown
said. “We can still do din-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The Kitchen Table will remain as an organization, and plans to host community dinners at the soon-to-be-sold
7034 S. Klondike Road location on occasion and possibly at other venues likely starting next May.

ners here. We canstill goto
churches and do dinners.
We can pick up and do a
dinner anywhere. We just
have to get back to where
we enjoy itand everybody
understands what the con-
ceptisbehindit. We’re just
trying to find a different
way to be productive that’s
less stressful. And even if
we do a dinner a month,
there’s always other ways
to help people that need
it. I feel recently it hasn’t
been as productive as we
intended it to be and what
we were inthe beginning.”

Rowe’s visit to The
Kitchen Table is among
Brown’s fondest memo-
ries since 2016. She often

thinks about what path the
nonprofit would be on if
COVID-19 hadn’t oc-
curred. Rowe was sched-
uled tomake a second visit
before the shutdowns took
place in 2020.

Alder’s memories of
The Kitchen Table stretch
all the way back to the
first night he came in for
dinner after being new to
town. He met new friends
at sat and ate with them
each Thursday. He recalls
meeting Brown’s daugh-
ter, who had a newborn
son who he would look
after to give her some
time to eat.

“Beingableto help and
community was what this

Here are some safety tips to
include in your discussion.
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was about,” Alder said.
“Now I’m so busy on the
nights when we work that
I don’t get to talk to any-
body anymore. I'm sad
it’s closing and that we
had to go down this road.
Based onserving 100,000
meals, you can’t tell me
there isn’t someone in the
community we’ve served
that can’t come out and
work one day a year. If
every one of those worked
just one day a year, we
could be open seven days
a week.”

Brown and Alder ad-
mitted that dealing with
changes in societal dy-
namics and long hours
of short-staffed work

have caused them to lose
some faith in their cause
in recent years. They’re
looking forward to a new,
differentendeavor for The
Kitchen Table.

“It’s not supposed to
feel like work,” Brown
said. “We thought feeding
people would be good
enough to get volunteers,
butit’snot. And when you
feel like you’re begging
for help, that’s a prob-
lem. We can only stretch
ourselves so far. I think
it’s time to figure out a
different way to do things
and do them in a better
fashion. We have to get
back to the purpose of
why we started this place.”

|

School has started, and with all of activities going on, there is no better time to discuss the danger of strangers with
your Kids. Telling them not to talk to strangers is not enough. You want to make sure they know what a stranger is and
how to deal with them.

Do not mistake a friendly face for someone you know.
Anyone you do not know is a stranger, regardless how nice

they seem or what they have to offer. Just because the
person has a cute dog or tons of candy does not mean you
can trust them. Ask for identification from anyone in uniform.
Do not walk to school or play outside alone, if you can help
it. Strangers are less likely to approach groups of kids.

Do not go places where strangers could be lurking, such as
empty playgrounds or abandoned buildings. Stay in busy

areas.

Do not let your guard down. Always be on the lookout for

strangers.

Do not make contact with strangers. Be quiet and take their
questions and pleas for help to an adult you know and trust.
Do not panic should a stranger approach. Run to a reliable
adult and let them know what is going on, whether a teacher
in the parking lot, a clerk in a store or a neighbor down the
street. If possible, take down the stranger's license plate
number. Should the stranger grab you, do whatever it takes
to get away from them and attract the attention of any
reliable adults that may be around.
Do not keep any incidents with strangers to yourself. Let
your parents know as soon as possible so they can contact

the police.

to your kis’ ages and use role-playing to help them
understand the gravity of the situation. Their safety is at stake!

Leader

OCLHOUSE
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The First National Bank in Amboy
Home Equity Specials!

Put the equity
that you have
built in your
home to use!

Contact one of our lenders today!

e Renovations?
e Vacation plans?
e Debt Consolidation?

petctio Mo

815-857-3625 x5306
fnbamboy.com

SERVICES

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up
Lawncare
Landscaping
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Shrubbery Trimming
& Planting

Mulching
Forestry Cutting

Gabriel Mack

pineview@daystar.io

Phone * Fax
779-251-0254 - 815-946-4372

RCH: Hospital celebrates
ealth Day

National Rural H

From page 1

Hueramo said she feels
blessed to work at a rural
hospital and takes pride in
helping the community to
stay healthy.

Along with caring for
its patients in the area,
RCH also acts as a large
employer.

“Rural health to me
means being here for the
community,” Bauer said.
“Particularly taking care
of'our patients, butit’salso
a home for all of the em-
ployees. We try to provide
the best place we can and
be an employer of choice
to keep our physicians
and employees here. We
have great providers and
employees and we want to
offer a good place to work
for them to stay here and
take care of friends and
family. That’s what rural
health is about.”

The services RCH pro-
vides relieve patients of
having to travel out of
town or the area to get
healthcare. Heward touted
the hospital’s services and
technology that it offers to
the community and Bauer
said it’s convenient for
aging patients.

“Access 1is really
important,” Stein said.
“While working in the
multispecialty clinic, I see
the specialists that come
from Rockford and all
over and how many pa-
tients come here because
they can stay local versus
goingtothose larger towns
where it could be intimi-
datingto drivetoifthey’re
not familiar with the area
or if the weather is bad.”

While some other rural
hospitals are currently
dealing with financial is-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

RCH Wellness Committee Members, including
Marketing & Public Relations Specialist Kirby
Heward, Chief Human Resources Officer Denise
Bauer, Human Resources Generalist Lorena Hueramo,
Human Resources Assistant Brenndon Garcia and
Dietician Janelle Stein spoke with the Ogle County

Life about the day.

sues and filling open posi-
tions, Bauer said that isn’t
the case at RCH, which
operates independently
andisnotownedby alarge
healthcare company.

During COVID-19,
RCH did deal with the
shortage of healthcare
workers and had as many
as 67 openings atone time.
It is down to 19 open po-
sitions currently.

“A big part of what
we’re trying to sell is
our culture,” Bauer said.
“Right now, I don’t think
we’re feeling what other
rural hospitals may be
feeling with finances and
growth. We’re always
working towards growth
and looking athow we can
continue to improve the
hospital and bring more
state-of-the-artequipment
here. We have that and our
providers are tip top.”

Stein believes “one of
thebest things” about RCH
is the intimate environ-
mentand relationships that
come as a result of it. She
enjoys seeing receptionists
greet most patients by
name and believes those
relationships with patients
allow for more holistic

care because healthcare
providers know more of
patients’ stories.

Heward and Hueramo
said those relationships
are valuable for staff as
well.

“A lot of employees
that we hire come from big
organizations and that’s
the number one thing they
say they’re looking for, is
a place where they feel at
home where they’re not
just a number,” Hueramo
said. “They want to be
known by their name and
they want to be valued and
known by the leaders and
their coworkers.”

Bauer said RCH’s size
and operations allow for
shorter waiting and sched-
uling times. The RCH
Wellness Committee said
it takes pride in working
at arural hospital as some
others like it have seen
difficulties inrecent years.

“Alotofhospitals have
been taken over by larger
organizations,” Bauer
said. “We’restill indepen-
dent. Here it’s still about
family caring for family
and friends taking care
of friends. It just breeds
healthier people.”

The 2025 From The Heart Gash Calendars are
NOW AVAILABLEN!

The proceeds of the sale of the g "
calendars henefit our From The
Heart recipients:
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle P e
Fome Ve Heart

Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus
House, Shining Star Children's
Advocacy Genter, GASA, Rochelle
Area Community Foundation,
Community Action Network, Hub City
Senior Genter & Rochelle Rotary.

For Just $20 you have a chance to he one of

365 DAILY WINNERS - TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250
PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOGAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2025 From The Heart Gash Galendar!

* ONLINE: Go to httn://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR.

* IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar
TODAY at the following locations:

In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and
Hub City Senior Center

In Oregon at: Merlin's

In Dixon at: Shining Star

* BY MAIL: Fill out the form helow and send it in to us and we will
mail your cash calendar to you!

r .
YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!
[ .
I (Please Print)

NAME:

|
|
ADDRESS: I
| CITY, STATE, ZIP: |
|
|
|

| PHONE:

NUMBER OF CALENDARS:
I Clip and mail this form along with $23.50
I ($20 per calendar plus $3.50 per calendar postage)
Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

L______________J
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MIRACLE ON SECOND STREET

‘A Christmas Story’ themed Scavenger Hunt set for Dec. 6

BYRON—The Byron
Chamber of Commerce
and Byron Bank would
like to invite the commu-
nity and local businesses
to participate in A Christ-
mas Story Scavenger
Hunt at Miracle on 2nd
Street, Dec. 6,2024, 6pm-
8:30pm. We recommend
participating businesses to
offer a discount, coupon,
or goody of their choice to
the participants from the
Scavenger Hunt.

How the game works:

The game starts with
Byron Bank at Miracle on
2nd Street.

24 businesses may
participate. This will be
a first come, first served
basis. It is $50 for each
business to participate.
This $50 includes the A
Christmas Story character
or object to find, marker,
business name on printed
materials related to the
game, a sponsorship for
Miracle on 2nd Street, and
game participants entering

your business.

A Christmas Story
Character will be provid-
ed to each participating
business to identify the
participating business.
The business will “hide”
their character for the
participants to “find”. We
recommend each business
provide a discount, cou-
pon, or goodie of their
choice to participants.

Businesses will be fea-
tured on a stamp card,
Facebook, email blast
and press.

Each participant will
have a card. Participants
will pickupacard at Byron
Bank or your business.
They will come in, find
the character, present the
card to an employee (or
ask for a card), and the
employee will then mark
the card on their business
logo or name.

The participants will
turn in their cards by
Dec. 6 at 8:30 to qualify
for the cash prize. Cards

that are completely full of
stamps will be entered into
a drawing for a chance to
win $100 cash prize and
five opportunities to win
$20 cash prizes.

Participants must re-
turn the cards to Byron
Bank, in Byron, no later
than 8:30 on Dec. 6,2024.

The winners will be
drawn and awarded on

Dec. 9 at 2 p.m. by By-
ron Bank and the Byron
Chamber of Commerce.
Please contact the
chamber office at 234-
5500 or office@byron-

chamber.com, for an op-
portunity to participate
in this communal game.
Entry fees are due to the
Chamber office by Nov.
25.

Classic hohday films the whole family can e_] y

ELEBRANTS
owe the joy of
the holiday sea-

son to various compo-
nents. Decor and gift-giv-
ing go a long way toward
making December a joy-
ous time of year. Holiday
films also do their part to
make the season so spe-
cial. Many people have
their own favorite holiday
films, and the following
are some that can engage
viewers who are young

or simply young at heart.

“A Christmas Story”

Released in 1983, this
warmly nostalgic, humor-
ous film is a perennial
favorite among families.
It follows the story of Ral-
phie, who has his heart set
on a very specific Christ-
mas present: a Red Rider
BB gun. Amidst wintry
exploitsand family drama,
the true spirit of Christmas
manages to shine through
in this beloved film.

Some of the subject
matter can be off-color,
and there are some bul-
lying scenes. So this is a
movie best watched with
children who are mature
enough to make it through
without being scared.

“Little Women”

Based on the Louisa
May Alcott novel of the
same name, the 1994
telling of this classic
follows the March sis-
ters, who confront finan-

cial difficulties, romance
and family tragedies in
mid-nineteenth century
Massachusetts. While it’s
notatraditional Christmas
movie, the importance of
spending time with family
around Christmastime isa
core theme in this coming-
of-age tale.

“Klaus”

Perhaps not as well-
known as other animated
holiday flicks, “Klaus,”
released in 2019, has a

J@E%WW

Open
9am-8pm | Dec. 6th
for festivities

Enjoy your time at Miracle on 2nd!
o All Auto and Truck Repairs
» 24 Hour Towing Service
o Hydraulic Hose Service and Repair

815-234-2171

1503 Kysor Drive, Byron, IL

12022024

THE CONSIGNMENT STORE - CLOTHING AND MORE
LET US DO THE WORK FOR YOU!

120 W 2nd St, Byron IL * 815-406-8060
CEg 0]

facebook

Store Hours

Visit our website or MON - FR
Facebook page for details (closed Wednesday) Scan Here
on how to consign with us SAT & SUN to visit our website|
9-2 rerunshyron.com

We have books, clothing for everyone from newborn through Plus, household
items, jewelry, maternity clothes, purses, school spiritwear, scrubs, shoes for all

from newborn through adult, small furniture, sporting goods, wallets, and more.
Stop in and see for yourself.

personality all its own.
Postman Jesper, who is
not making the grade at
the postal academy, is sent
to work in a frozen town
in the North, where he
discovers a reclusive toy
maker named Klaus. The
unlikely duo ultimately
team up to make and de-
liver toys and bring smiles
to children’s faces.
“Meet Me In St. Louis”
Starring the irreplace-
able Judy Garland, this
movie musical focuses
on four sisters who are
awaiting the 1904 World’s
Fair in their hometown,
but learn that their father
has accepted a new job
and the family must move
to New York beforehand.
A Christmas miracle oc-
curs and all is right in
the end. Garland sings
a memorable version of
“Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas” in the
film, solidifying this as a
holiday classic.
“The Santa Clause”
This Disney film came
out in 1994 and remains

December 6th from 6:00pm - 8:30pm
Help us kick off the holiday season in Downtown Byron

Free for the Whole Fami

Iy

Tree lighting kicks off the fectivities at 6:00
Vicite with Santa - A chrictimae Story Scavenger Hunt -
Coloring Cohbech - Hagrides - Live Enberbainment -

chrictmas Karaolke - Decorate Orhaments

a family favorite. When
divorced dad Scott (Tim
Allen) accidentally kills
a man in a Santa suit, he
magically becomes the
next Santa. He must learn
to cope with the ways
the transformation to the
man in red interrupts his
normal life, eventually
giving over to the magic
of Christmas.

“Emmet Otter’s

Jug-Band Christmas”

Though this 1977 Jim
Henson production is a
television special and
not a full-length feature
film, Generation X likely
remembers the heartfelt
tale of a poor otter family
who sacrifice prized pos-
sessions to have what’s
needed to enter a talent
contest. The goal is to
win the prize money to
buy special Christmas
presents. Audiences get to
enjoy narration by Kermit
the Frog.

Films are a popular
component that help to
make the holiday season
so special.

Treate and Special Discouhte at Parbicipating Pusinedses - Lethors to Santa

and eo NUCH MORE\

Presented By. " |
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1439 Lanewood Drive

| Dixon $143,500 Call Ashley

{2 Step into this beautifully updated

3-bedroom, 1-bath home that is

& move in ready! The open-concept

kitchen has been remodeled

to create a more spacious and

inviting  atmosphere, featuring

granite countertops, a pantry/

laundry room, and new stainless steel appliances all included! This

property features stunning new flooring throughout, along with

enhanced security provided by new front and rear doors. The home has

been repainted inside and out, giving it a crisp, clean look. You'll also

find peace of mind with a newly installed roof, upgraded electric panel,

and replaced electric and water meters. This home offers both style

and functionality, making it perfect for anyone looking for a thoughtfully
renovated space. Schedule a tour today and see for yourself!

r : o 4 E Lincoln Street Mt
NEW : Morris $34,900 Call Becky

» ush Handyman’s speciall This

spacious 2 story home in the

heart of Mt. Morris has lots of

potential with its 3 BR, 1.5 BA

(not completely finished) 2

story home. Living room has
a fireplace and unique glass block wall with a tucked away
office on the opposite side with has a separate entrance to
front porch. Kitchen has some updates with its newer white
cabinets, granite, garbage disposal and newer dishwasher,
electric stove and microwave. Cute little breakfast nook built
in. 1st floor laundry room updated. Back enclosed porch has
heat. 2 car garage. Double lot. Sold AS-IS, no FHA/VA, cash
offers preferred.

Rebecca Hazzard Carla Benesh Lori Peterson JD Gieson

Designated Managing Broker/Ovner 815.985-6235 -631- 815-973-2180 815-677-1873

815-509-8432

[ T
nt 7
e

Taylor Miller Merri Cruz Casey Cline Jamie Pendergrass Ashley Patterson
815-751-8943 815-988-7947 217-840-8855 815-243-4310 815-291-6308

Polo High School volleyball players take home awards at team banquet
The Polo High School volleyball team held its season-ending awards banquet. Varsity - Most Kills: Bridget Call; Highest Hitting %: Reese Mekeel; Most Assists:
Camrynn Jones; Most Digs: Bridget Call; Most Aces: Camrynn Jones; Highest Serving %: Camrynn Jones; Most Blocks: Laynie Mandrell; MVP: Bridget Call; Marco
Award: Laynie Mandrell; Most Improved: Reese Mekeel; All Conference -Camrynn Jones 2nd Team, Reese Mekeel 2nd Team, Bridget Call Honorable Mention. JV -
Most Kills: Reese Mekeel; Most Assists: Brylee Laskowski; Most Digs: Hadley Hillison; Most Aces: Mylo Willis; Highest Serving %: Brylee Laskowski; Most Blocks:
Macie Mandrell; MVP: Reese Mekeel; Marco Award: Macie Mandrell; Most Improved: Sam Gray. (Courtesy photos)

| by 74 with additional stage area. Bathrooms on each level. Functional building with large
“| spaces including an 84 x 40 sanctuary and typical classroom and office size spaces.
“| Metal roof and modernized, zoned hot water heating system. Multiple stairways between

409 W Brayton Road Mt Morris NOW $195,000 Call Lori
Masonry church building, very well maintained, with 22,780 square feet more or less
available for purchase. 3 level building with the main level at street grade at the front, the
lower level at street grade to the rear. Full kitchen in the lower level plus a large room 40

levels. The building’s layout will accommodate multiple uses and users.

 Welcome to the perfect canvas for your dream home! This spacious vacant lot, located in the
highly sought-after Kings School District, offers plenty of room to design and build exactly what

| privacy you crave and the convenience of being close to schools, shopping, and dining. Don’t
{ miss out on this incredible opportunity to create your ideal home in a fantastic community!

200 N Cherry Street Kings NOW $25,000 Call Rebecca

Prime Vacant Lot with Functioning Well - Build Your Dream Home in Kings School District!

you've always envisioned. With a fully functioning well already in place, you’re one step closer
to making your dream a reality. Nestled in a peaceful and scenic area, this lot provides both the

H (long term renters) - great cash flow. Restaurant has been remodeled & kitchen

{ both the restaurant and apartments. Great central location on the state highway and

523 W Blackhawk Drive Byron NOW $598,000 Call Becky
Calling Investors!!! Great investment opportunity with two means of income -
Successful existing restaurant with a 3 year lease plus a 5 unit apartment building

updated. Apartments have 2 bedroom & laundry in each. Lots of paved parking for

in the busy business area with a traffic count of 10,600 daily. (business not included -
only building and apartments) Outdoor covered patio not included in the sale.

@ character with the original oversized 8” woodwork, hardwood flooring, and 5 panel doors. Kitchen had a complete

& and full size pocket door to LR. Bathroom on main level was updated 24 and included new shower, vanity &
@ toilet. LR has two large picture windows and another pocket door to foyer. Curved open stairway to the 4 upper
Bl bedrooms and a large remodeled (7 yrs ago) bathroom with a walking tile shower, claw foot tub, heat lamp and

- alley. 14’ round pool stays roof 10 years, water softener. Located in the outstanding Byron school district!

123 E 3rd Street Byron NOW $194,900 Call Becky

Spacious 4 BR 2 story near the heart of Byron! Every room in this home is extremely large and boosts lots of

remodel 5 years ago with the tall cherry color cabinets, granite countertops island with seating for 3, pantry, coffee
bar, farm style sink. Dining room has crown molding, side door to front porch, transom windows over doorways,

large vanity with granite. This home sits on .37 acres and is unique with its double wrap around L-shaped porches-
both up and down. Fenced yard (picnic tables stay), single garage w/opener plus an additional 2 car garage off

i close to downtown Mt Morris. Unlimited possibilities at this prime corner with
i a drive thru. With an average daily traffic count of over 4,000, visibility is high
4 at this prime location. Updates include: central air, freshly painted exterior and

‘|ideas. Large parking lots for patrons is also an added benefit.

102 E Hitt Street Mt Morris NOW $175,000 Call Rebecca
OPPORUNITY KNOCKS! Updated building located in the TIF District and

updated bathrooms. There are two bathrooms as well as an office area that
also has wash sinks. Open concept space making this a blank canvas for your

| 8 Units for Sale! Are you looking for a turnkey addition to add to your current portfolio
2 or are you looking to get into the Long Term Rental Business? All of the hard work has

124 Sheridan Drive Loves Park $1,025,000 Call Jamie

been done! Many updates/renovations have been done to each property. Included in this
portfolio is (2) 4 Bedroom Single Family Homes. (4) 3 Bedroom Single Family Homes.
(2) 2 Bedroom Single Family Homes. All properties are located in Rockford, Loves Park
and Machesney Park. Gross Rental Income $11,250. Additional Income information and
complete listing details available upon request.

1 Built in 2018, this gem is nestled in the sought after Stone Gate Subdivision. Step inside to an open floor plan
| featuring vaulted ceilings and an inviting living room adorned with hickory hardwood flooring and gas fireplace.
. You will love the master suite offering a spacious walk-in closet. There are 2 nice sized secondary bedrooms
= offering ample space for family, guests or a home office. Built with2x6 construction, this home features partial

206 Smith Drive Oregon $292,900 Call Stephanie

Discover modern living in this 3 bedroom 2 bath ranch home, boasting 1430 square feet of comfort and style.

exposure in the lower level and is rough in for a third bathroom, providing ample potential for future expansion.
Home is complete with a 3 car garage, 12x12 deck, outdoor firepit and retaining wall. Stay connected and
in control with the smart home package and fiber internet, and convenient city water/sewer and natural gas
utilities. Don’t miss the chance to make this exceptional property your new home.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

Jenny Kirchner Josie Kuss Jen

815-994-1079 773-849-3522

.'; RockValleyProperties.com

' é ¥ Each office is independently owned & operated.

Becky Adams Matt Bouback Jessica Lowry
815-509-5837 815-505-5827 815-315-2617
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OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

Oregon girls basket-
ball team hosts Oregon
Tipoff Tournament

The Oregon High
School varsity girls bas-
ketball team defeated West
Carroll 49-30 to open the
Oregon Tipoff Tourna-
ment on Wednesday, Nov.
20. Aniyah Sarver led the
Hawks with 30 points,
while Madelyn Wendtand
Sarah Eckardt combined
to score nine points in
the win.

Oregon returned to the
floor with a 40-25 loss
against Lena-Winslow
on Thursday, Nov. 21.
Aniyah Sarver scored six
points, Madelyn Wendt
added five points and
Shaylee Davis chipped in
five points for the Hawks
in the loss.

Oregon fell 69-40
against Rockford Chris-
tian in its first game on
Saturday, Nov.23. Aniyah
Sarver scored nine points,
Sarah Eckardt recorded
seven points and Madelyn
Wendtadded six points for
the Hawks in the loss.

Oregon finished in
eighth place for the tour-
nament after a 46-36
loss against Amboy in its
second game on Saturday.
Aniyah Sarver scored 14
points, while Sarah Eck-
ardt added seven points
and Avery Kitzmiller
chipped in six points.
Shaylee Davis totaled five
points.

Forreston girls bas-
ketball team falls against
Orangeville

The Forreston High

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is
aresource center located
at 810 S. 10 Street, Or-
egon. Our activities and
trips are open to all ages.
Call our office @ 815-
732-3252 for assistance
with Benefit Access
Application for a license
plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance
or other things. Visit us
at www.rockrivercenter.
org and like us on Face-
book.

DECEMBERYOGA

Dates:

December 6, 13, and 20.

Yoga:

Friday, from 10:00 —
11:00 a.m.

Chair Yoga:

Friday, from 11:15 —
12:00 Noon

Cost:
$5 per class

CRAFT GROUP on
Dec. 2

9:00 — 10:00 A.M.

Project: Homemade
Gift Tags Part 1: Christ-
mas/Holiday gift tags

School varsity girls bas-
ketball team lost 61-15
against Orangeville on
Thursday, Nov.21. Hailee
Vogt led the Cardinals
with six points in the
game.

Polo girls basketball
team beats Pearl City

The Polo High School
varsity girls basketball
team scored a 44-24 win
against Pearl City on
Thursday, Nov. 21. Car-
lee Grobe led the Lady
Marcos with 16 points and
nine rebounds, while Leah
Tobinadded 12 points and
Cam Jones added seven
points, five rebounds and
five assists.

Oregon boys basket-
ball team opens season
atOregon Thanksgiving
Tournament

The Oregon High
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team opened its
season with a 73-62 loss
against Sterling Newman
during the opening round
of the Oregon Thanks-
giving Tournament on
Monday, Nov. 25. Kade
Girton led the Hawks with
25 points, while Benny
Olalde added eight points.
Keaton Salsbury and Coo-
per Johnson each totaled
SiX points.

Oregon girls basket-
ball team defeats Men-
dota

The Oregon High
School varsity girls bas-
ketball team won 52-40
over Mendota on Tuesday,
Nov. 26. Ella Dannhorn
scored 21 points, while
Avery Kitzmilleradded 11

points and Noelle Girton
chipped in six points for
the Hawks (2-3).

Polo girls basketball
team falls against Peca-
tonica

The Polo High School
varsity girls basketball
team conceded a 60-31
loss against Pecatonica on
Tuesday, Nov. 26. Leah
Tobin totaled 10 points,
seven rebounds and four
blocks, while Carlee
Grobe and Cam Jones
each scored six points for
the Lady Marcos. Grobe
recorded six rebounds and
Jones finished with two
assists and two steals.

Polo varsity wres-
tling team wins over
Woodstock North and
Genoa-Kingston

The Polo High School
varsity wrestling team de-
feated Woodstock North
54-5 and Genoa-Kings-
ton 42-36 on Tuesday,
Nov. 26. Polo wrestlers
with wins against Ge-
noa-Kingston included
Lucas Nelson (132),
Jaidyn McKinney (138),
Christian Ryia (144), Ty-
ler Webster (157), Micah
Stringini (165), Ethan
Dewey (175) and Shawn
Patton (190).

Polo wrestlers with
wins against Woodstock
North included Lucas Nel-
son (132), Jaidyn McKin-
ney (138), Christian Ryia
(144), Kaenyn McCarren
(150), Logan Burmister
(150), James Bacon (157),
Micah Stringini (165),
Ethan Dewey (175) and
Shawn Patton (190).

Crocheting & Knitting
Club on Dec. 5

9:00 — 11:00 a.m.

BUNCO on Dec. 9

10:00 - 11:15 a.m.

MORNING MUG
CLUB on Dec. 10

9:00 — 10:30 A.M.

HOLIDAY CELE-
BRATION on Wed.,
Dec. 11

LUNCH
12:00 — 1:15 P.M.

MENU:
Vegetable lasagna salad,
cranberry relish, bread
and dessert

DINNER MUSIC:
Provided by Bev and
Chuck Kearns

FOLLOWED BY:
Performance by the OHS
Madrigals

REGISTRATION:
Deadline to register
is Friday, Dec. 6 with
$10.00 pre-payment.

HEATING ASSIS-
TANCE

Colder weather is just
around the corner and we
all will be experiencing
higher utility bills as we

Teils

Humane Society

PET OF

THE WEEK

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

HeIIo there' Kolbee here Say, are you

looking for a new companion? Perhaps a
handsome young dog to run and play with?
Well what a coincidence! I'm looking for a

companion, too! We should definitely get

together! 'm sure we'll get along. I'm a pretty fun guy. 'm a super
sweet 60 pound long legged lad who is both affectionate AND smart.
If you need a hiking partner, 'm your guy! And at the end of a day of
fun, we can snuggle together on the couch and watch TV. I'll even sit
for you if you give me a treat! I've got looks, brains, and personality!
I'm also very good with kids and was even fine with a baby! What
more could you ask for? So don't wait, come see me today! | promise

we'll be best friends in no time! Woof!

need to turn on the heat
in our homes. There are
Utility Assistance Pro-
grams available to help
pay for heating utility
bills.

LIHEAP

For the 2024-2025
LIHEAP program year,
applications will be pro-
cessed as follows.

Seniors (at least one
household member is age
60 or older),

Disabled (at least one
household member re-
ceives disability bene-
fits)

Families with at least
one child under 6 years
old

Households that are
disconnected from their
utilities, have a discon-
nection notice, or have
less than 25% in their
propane tank.

All other income-el-
igible households can
apply.

For more details, call
Tri-County office at 800-
323-5434,

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt

Dr. Lynn Deets

fi

2t
« Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
« Surgical Laser

® * X-ray

Lobby Hours:
) Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

Previewing IHSA football
championships

big weekend
of high school
ports coming

up with the IHSA foot-
ball championships and
boys holiday basketball
tournaments.

Like the girls last
week, it will be chance to
see how the boys round-
ballers match up. Sure,
they play summer games,
but that isn’t quite as
structured as an actual
high school schedule.

Since football is in its
14" week, there shouldn’t
be too many surprises. It
many cases, it is the same
old suspects making title
game appearances.

Other than national
power East St. Louis
likely winning 6A, it is
possible the remaining
seven classes could be
won be private schools,
including Belleville Al-
thoff in 1A.

That is whom Le-
na-Winslow will face
in its fourth straight
championship game ap-
pearance. Going against
a team that some are
calling the best ever seen
in 1A, this will be the
Le-Win’s most difficult
playoff game ever.

Althoft’s top running
back Dierre Hill rushed
for 319 yards in a 58-19
victory over a very good
Camp Point Central, the
same team thatbeat L-W
last year.

How good is Hill?
He received a scholar-
ship from the top team
in college football, No.
l-ranked Oregon. Two
more players from Al-
thoff have D-I offers,
besides plenty of other
talent.

If anyone can give
13-0 Althoff a game, it
would be Le-Win, who
have romped over every-
one this year. If Le-Win
can pull off the upset, this
will catapult them to an
even higher level of the
stratosphere in small-
school grid prominence.

It was back-to-back
titles for Amboy in eight-
man football, with a
convincing win over
Milledgeville. Almost
as impressive was over
2,000 fans tuned into
the video stream of the
game.

A large crowd was
also present at Mon-
mouth College, with
the NUIC proudly on
display. Officials from

‘@ Oin

Dr. Melissa Corson

+ Gas Anesthetic
» On-site Laboratory
* Geriatric Care

* Dentistry PP

(815) 562-5207

the eight-man associa-
tion continue to do the
right thing by offering
the championship Friday
night.

It may be colder than
a Saturday afternoon
contest, butitdraws alot
more attention statewide
when nobody else in the
IHSA is playing during
that time frame.

Some naysayers con-
tinue to knock Amboy
for not playing 11-man
ball. I wholeheartedly
disagree.

To keep eight-man
competitive, more teams
like Amboy are needed.
What it not needed is
50-0 blowouts, so many
of which are already
occurring.

As long as Amboy
and other prospective
candidates meet the ISFA
enrollment criteria, bring
them on. Also, the more
teams that get involved,
the less travel.

On the volleyball
front, kudos to the NUIC
with Stockton placing
second in the 1A state
tournament. In 18 years
of the four-class
system, the con-
ference has made
the final four at
state 14 times,
including last
year’s title by
Galena. Record
wise, this was
another tremen-
dous season with eight
league teams with 24 or
more wins.

Jaiden Schneiderman
of Forreston also distin-
guished herself by fin-
ishing as No. 10 all-time
in the state with 1,655
kills. That is not just
1A, but all four classes.
In 2018, Katie Erdmann
had 567 kills to stand at
No. 16 all time.

Matt Trowbridge of
the Rockford Regis-
ter Star, the top sports
writer in this area, had
an interesting article
about the competitive
imbalance in the NIC-10
conference. Init, he men-
tions how the Rockford
public schools (Guilford,
Auburn, East, Jefferson)
and lower enrollment
Belvidere and Freeport
are having problems
fielding teams.

With an average en-
rollment of 1,500, there
was a time when all the
schools had freshmen,
jayvee and varsity teams,

Andy Colbert

with roster cuts not being
uncommon. That has all
changed, with kids choos-
ingnotto go out for sports
as much.

There has become
such a culture of losing
that prospective athletes
opt of out participating
and the outlook remains
bleak. Two sports that the
RPS do well in are bas-
ketball and soccer, both
of which do not require
much in the way of equip-
ment, mainly just a ball.

They are also a draw
for minority students,
unlike others that don’t
have the same pull.

Bearin mind, the NIC-
10 has been one of the
most stable conferences
in the state for decades
and its members have a
big plus of limited travel,
with Belvidere to Free-
port the longest distance
at 42 miles.

None-the-less, Rock-
ford has changed over
the decades, with 75
percent of its public
students low-income.
That’s makes a differ-
ence in how competitive
a school can be.
Some states have
even begun to con-
sider basing their
classifications for
state tournaments
on this criteria
rather than actual
enrollment.

Trowbridge
cites a 104-1 record
Boylan, Harlem and Ho-
nonegah had in football
against the other school
several years ago.

Since then, Belvidere
North, which became a
school in 2007, has made
inroads. However, that
came at the expense of
Belvidere, who have been
floundering with low par-
ticipation numbers since
then. The reason North
was started was because
of population growth that
was occurring all over 20
years ago.

The NIC-10 has ex-
perimented with coops
in some sports, but bus-
sing low-income kids to
practices/games and get-
ting them home is more
difficult than what it is
experienced in area rural
school districts.

Andy Colbertis along-
time Ogle County resident
with years of experience
covering sports and
more for multiple area
publications.

g rooming

Trust with a Groomer is

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming

815-453-2843
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

expertise.

Call:

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

%yé

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

or

to advertise on the
Pet of the Week Page!
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OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Preschool Story Time
(18 months — 6 years)

Story Time is on Mon-
days at 10 am. Stories,
crafts and friends to share
books...all at your Li-
brary! Registration is
required, visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. or
call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs
The2WBCmeets Wednes-
day, December 11 at12:30
to discuss The Godfather
by Mario Puzo. The Af-
ternoon Book Club meets
Wednesday, December 18
at 1 pm to discuss Once
Upon a Wardrobe by Patti
Callahan. Cocktails and
Crime will meet not meet
in December, but there
are two books available
which will both be dis-
cussed in January. Books
on Tap Book Club will
not meet in December,
but will meet on Janu-
ary 23 at Cork & Tap to
discuss The House Maid
by Freida McFadden and
Maybe Next Time by
Cesca Major. Is This Just
Fantasy? Book Club will
meet December 17 to
discuss The Poppy War
by R. F. Kuang.

Holiday Movie Binge
Boxes- Registration has
begun

Holiday Movie Night
Binge Boxes are back!
Inside each box are DVDs
hand-picked for you by
our librarians plus a fes-
tive treatand activity. Call
(815) 732-2724 or visit
our website to complete
your registration for your
box before December
19th. Once your box is
ready, you will be notified
topickitup atthe Library.
Must be an Oregon Li-
brary Card holder.

StoryWalk I Spy
Contest- December 2
through December 20th
(Oregon Library card-
holders only)

Come by the Library
and pick up an entry form,
walk the Story Walk at
Oregon Park Westand an-
swer the questions about
the story. Once complet-
ed, turn in the entry form
no later than December

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Special Hours
In observance of the
Christmas holiday, the
Byron Public Library will
be closed Tuesday, Dec.
24 through Wednesday,
December 25. We will be
open for our regular hours
on Thursday, Dec. 26. We
wish all of our patrons a
safe and happy holiday!

Did you know

That you can now order
3D print projects from
the Byron Library? The
library’s Creative Studio
is home to two 3D print-
ers that are available for

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

White Christmas:
Double the Fun!

Monday, December
2nd at 10:30AM: Enjoy
watching this Christmas
classic movie with us.
Thenbe suretoreturnon...
Wednesday, December
11th at 10:30AM: The
1954 movie White Christ-
mas was a hit even before
it debuted; how was that
possible? How has it re-
mained a perennial classic
up through the present
day? What creative forc-
es banded together to
bring Irving Berlin, Bing
Crosby, Danny Kaye,
Rosemary Clooney, Ve-
ra-Ellen, Mary Wickes,

FORRESTON LIBRARY

Cookies, Crafts and
Chats with Santa

Saturday, December
7th, 9:00 am to Noon.
Santa’s coming to the
library! Be sure to bring
your child’s Christmas list
and your camera to get
those precious pictures

20. Individual with the
most correct answers will
receivea gift card froman
Oregon business.

December Distrac-
tion- It’s Back!

Friday, December 6
through Friday, December
20th, when Oregon Public
Library District cardhold-
ers check out reading
material, they may receive
a scratch-off ticket for
every 3 reading material
items for a chance to win
some readable prizes.
Scratch offyourticketand
see if you win! Winning
ticket holders may select
one of the prize packages
that are now on display at
the Library. Ask one of our
librarians for more info.

The Magic of Raina
Telgemeier- Tuesday,
December 10™ at 7 pm

Join us for a night
with critically acclaimed
comic artist, Raina Tel-
gemeier! Raina is the
author and illustrator of
the graphic novels Smile,
Drama, Sisters, Ghosts,
and Guts, all #1 New York
Times bestsellers. She
also adapted and illustrat-
ed four graphic novel ver-
sions of Ann M. Martin’s
Baby-Sitters Club series,
and has contributed short
stories to many antholo-
gies. New in 2024, The
Cartoonists Club—aone-
of-a-kind graphic novel
from Raina and Scott Mc-
Cloud. Raina’s accolades
include six Eisner Awards,
a Boston Globe-Horn
Book Honor, a Stonewall
Honor, and many Best-of
and Notables lists. Raina
grew up in San Francisco,
then moved to New York
City, where she earned
an illustration degree at
the School of Visual Arts.
Raina currently lives and
works in San Francisco,
CA. Children’s Librarian
Genevieve Grove will
join Raina in conversa-
tion. Register at: bit.ly/
ILP_RainaTelgemeier

This event is made
possible by Illinois Li-
braries Present (ILP), a
statewide collaboration
among public libraries

offering premier events.
ILP is funded in part by
a grant awarded by the
Illinois State Library, a
department of the Office
of Secretary of State, us-
ing funds provided by the
U.S. Institute of Museum
and Library Services,
under the provisions of
the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA).

Craft with Corks-
Tuesday, December 10 at
6 pm (4th grade through
adults)

Create a one of a kind
item using old wine corks.
Bring your own corks
or use supplies that are
provided. Registration
required (815) 732-2724
or www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com

Ink with A Friend
Monthly Card
Club-Monday, Decem-
ber 16™ at 6:00pm

Sending personal cards
to your friends and family
is a way to let them know
you care and are thinking
about them. All designs
include beautiful col-
ored cardstock, gorgeous
designer series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.
Whether you’re a new
card maker or a seasoned
pro, our kits are suited to
every skill level. Don’t
wait! Sign up today to
reserve your spot. Oregon
Patrons only. Registration
required (815) 732-2724
or www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com

Try It Tuesday—Tues-
day, December 17 at
1:30pm or 5:30 pm
(Choose your time slot)

Salt Shaker Snowman!
ALL supplies provided.
Thisis anadultonly class,
18 and up. Registration
required, please call (815)
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Little Women: The
Musical — Friday, De-
cember 20 to Sunday,
December 22- An At
Home Experience (in
collaboration with

BroadwayHD)

Louisa May Alcott’s
classic story of four sisters
growingup in 19th-centu-
ry Massachusetts made its
London premiere in this
acclaimed production at
Park Theatre. Originally
presented on Broadway
in 2005 starring Sutton
Foster, Lydia White and
Savannah Stevenson lead
a talented cast in this
beloved tale of family,
self-discovery, and hope.

Little Women at Park
Theatre is directed by
Bronagh Lagan with set
and costume design by
Nik Corrall, musical di-
rection by Leo Munby,
orchestrations by Andy
Collyer, choreography
by Sarah Golding, light-
ing design by Ben M.
Rogers, sound design by
Paul Gavin and casting
by Jane Deitch. It is pro-
duced by Katy Lipson
for Aria Entertainment,
Hope Mill Theatre and
Knockhardy Productions,
in association with Park
Theatre, and co-produced
by Bonnie Comley and
Stewart F. Lane. Little
Women has a book by
Allan Knee (Finding
Neverland, The Aston-
ishing Times of Timothy
Cratchit), lyrics by Mindi
Dickstein, and music by
Grammy Award-winner
Jason Howland. ILP is
committed to inclusion
and accessibility.

Lego Club - Monday,
December23pmat1pm
(2nd grade & up) (No
School)

Gettogether and spend
some recreational time
building! There will be a
limited number of vintage
kit instructions available,
so if you make it, you
can take it! ( First come,
first serve) The club is
designed to provide an
enjoyable activity (FUN)
that stimulates and devel-
ops spatial intelligence.
Registration is required.

Functional Fitness —
Wednesdays at 9:30am

In this class, we use
exercises based on whole-
body movements to re-

store posture, improve
body mechanics, build
strength and endurance,
and fine-tune balancing
skills. We start with a slow
warm-up followed by core
exercises — then explore
how to utilize these tools
based on real situations
in daily life. Bring your
yoga mat! All levels are
welcome. - OREGON
PATRONS ONLY - Reg-
istration required, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

Knit & Crochet is
BACK!! Mondays at
1:00pm

This group meets every
Monday at 1 pm and is
open to anyone. From
beginner to expert, all
skill level are welcome
to join. Bring any hand
craft and work on it while
socializing. Need help
getting started with your
knitting project, stop in
on a Monday. Registra-
tion is requested, visit
http://www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.comorcall (815)
732-2724.

New- Photo Printer at
the library!

The library now has a
photo printer capable of
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10,
and 8.5x 11. Stopinon a
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm
and see what it can print
for you!

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your gar-
den? Have extra seeds?
Donate them to the com-
munity seed library. We
have seed envelops for
you to fill for our collec-
tion. Seeds are FREE for
anyone.

Oregon Writers
Group - meets the 2nd
Tuesday of the month
at 10:00am

The OWG is a gath-
ering of writers or writ-
er-wannabes who meet
to support each other and
further their own writing.
The purpose of the group
is to help and encourage
youinyour writing. [fyou
need brainstorming ideas,

we can help suggest ideas
or aid with the creative
process.

New Resource at the
Library! EBSCO Data-
bases has arrived!

Do you want to know
more about arts and crafts,
car repair, starting a busi-
ness, or planning an estate?
Maybe you need to prep
for the GED or study for
college-entrance exams.
Have youever wished you
could research academic
topics from home? Oregon
Public Library patrons
can now find full-text
e-resource materials on a
variety of topics. Follow
the links from our website
to access the new EBSCO
databases from the library,
or login remotely from
home with your Oregon
Public Library Card. What
interests you?

Passport Services

The Oregon Public
Library offers Passport
Application Processing.
Patrons seeking Passport
Services should call the
Library prior to their visit
to ensure that an official
processor is available at
that time and for a check-
list ofitems, you will need
for the appointment.

Find A Character
Ticket!

What is a Character
Ticket? A character Ticket
represents an image of a
character from that specif-
icbook. Character Tickets
will be hidden in various
books in the children/
youth book collection.
After you check out a
book and find a character
ticketinthe book, youmay
adopt that character doll
and take it home. Open
to Oregon Public Library
cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story- Winter’s Gift by
Jane Monroe Donovan At
the StoryWalk is If You
Take a Mouse to the Mov-
ies by Laura Numeroff.

making 3D prints for
learning and entertainment
purposes. 3D prints cost
$.10 per gram PLA, and
will be available for pickup
within 7—10business days.
Please visit https:/www.
byronlibrary.org/3d-print-
ing/ for more information
on how to submit your 3D
print idea.

Christmas Movie
Showing: The Angel of
Pennsylvania Avenue
Wednesday, Dec. 4. 1
— 3:00 pm. Get into the
holiday spirit by watch-
ing the Christmas mov-

ie The Angel of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue (rated PG).
Please call 815-234-5107
to register.

Creative Studio
Our Creative Studio is
openon Sunday afternoons
and two evenings a week,
so stop by for monthly
crafts and to use our maker
space equipment! Crafts
out on the tables are free
ofcharge, while some other
projects will incur a cost
depending on materials.
Middle school and high
school youth can use some
ofthe materials while with

an adult, or during Teen
Time. Creative Studio
hours: Sunday 1 -5:00 pm,
Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm
& 5 —8:00 pm, Tuesday 9
am - 1:00 pm & 5 — 8:00
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am
—1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00
am — 1:00 pm, Friday &

Saturday closed.
Check out
Our Mobile App

Did you know that there
is an easy way to use the
library from your phone?
Just download the Prairie-
Cat app to your phone or
mobile device and log in

with your library card num-
berand PIN! You’llbeable
toview your checkoutsand
holds, renew renewable
materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
even a digital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.org
orcallusat815-234-5107.
Not sure what you want?
Call us for help! We will
call or email you with a

confirmation when your
holdsareready to be picked
up. Call us when you ar-
rive at the library, and we
will bring your items out
to you, already checked
out. A receipt with your
due dates will be included
with your items.

Visit the Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters
atbyronlibrary.org, to keep
up to date on library news
and programs! Be sure to
also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library
Teen Instagram pages!

and others together to
create a spectacular mo-
mentin cinematic history?
Librarian Laura Keyes
will show you how the
film was created, who
were the creative geniuses
behind it, all with behind-
the-scenes images and
historical information.
See our Facebook page for
event information!
Stories With Stacey
Thursdays at
10:00AM: Miss Stacey
continues your journey
learning about a variety
of animals as we lead
up to the end of the year.
Remember, we will not
have Stories With Stacey

on November 28th.

December Book of the
Month

In Midnight at the
Christmas Bookshop by
Jenny Colgan, venture
back to Edinburgh to
Carmen and herbookshop.
Christmas is fast ap-
proaching and she’s been
kicked out of her sister’s
house, boyfriend is thou-
sands of miles away, and a
film crew has overrun the
store. On top of that, the
store owner has an impos-
sible Christmas wish and
Carmen must figure out a
way to save the shop. Pick
up your copy today at the
circulation desk.

December Craft

Welcome in winter
with this adorable snow-
man that can hang any-
where in your house the
whole season. Stop by the
circulation desk and pick
up your kit today.

A to Z Reading Chal-
lenge

X Y. Z are all we have
left in our A to Z Reading
Challenge. Are you feel-
ing challenged finding
an “X” title? Stop in for
suggestions and browse
our display or X,Y,Ztitles
to get you through the end
of the year and through
your Reading Challenge
list!

Coloring Pages

Don’t forget we have
new coloring pages each
week available for you
to choose from. Enjoy a
relaxing evening at home
as the weather turns to fall.

Card Making

Card Making supplies
are always available for
you to create with. Call
ahead for room avail-
ability.

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make
sure plastic is clean with
no debris in the dona-
tion. *No animal feed
bags are allowed* Also
please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/

sticker labels. Thank you
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

On the Hunt by Iris
Johansen

Katharine, the Wright
Sister by Tracey Enerson
Wood

Chapter Book

TheRiverKingby Lane
Walker

Picture Book

Trust by Mike Beren-
stain

There’s No Such Thing
As... Mermaids by Lucy
Rowland

DVDs

Inside Out 2

Twisters

of your little ones with
Santa. Then stop by the
community room for re-
freshments and a craft to
do here or to take home.
Winter Book Sale
December 2nd - 21%,
It’s time again for our
winter book sale! Books,

puzzlesand DVDswill be
available for purchase (by
donation) during regular
business hours the first
few weeks of December.
We have a large selection
of new and gently used
items for all ages and in-
terests. Help support the

library and take care of
some of your Christmas
shopping with us!

Toddler/Preschool
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00
am. Joinusevery Wednes-
day, when school is in
session, at 10:00 am for

stories, games, and crafts.
This program is a great
opportunity for children
and caregivers to discover
the joy of sharing stories
and making new friends
in a relaxed setting.
Community Room
Looking for a place

to hold your event? Our
community room (with
a small kitchenette) is
available for meetings,
parties, showers, fami-
ly reunions, and more.
Please call the library at
(815)938-2624 for addi-
tional information.
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

g Camrieng

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division

Randy Gaul
Polo, Illinois 61046

815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan

309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Marris IL 61054

173-340-0734

Contact Eric
Bi15.973 0951

Vatieycraft |

Cust%ghi“eh[ 815.900.2090

HNanderafted quality fo (ast a lifafime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy b4
QOregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

O Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more!
¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

QO Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

< 3-D Carpet &
. Upholstery Cleaning

P
? ‘@
s

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

* New Construction * Roofing * Windows -+ Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding - Painting -+ Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring - Decks

Free Estimates ® Lead Certified

815-761-1626

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

CONCRETE
Neil Wills
President / Owner

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073
741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL 61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

CONCRETE
How can we /‘"’4“ 7pw:7

/ \
<Yoder-
*Floors
~—— *Walkways
( *Driveways
( *Resealing
*Decorative

.
_oncrete
_onstruction

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Leaf River Kutz

o 122 Main Street <Leaf River Il

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS  815-738-6122

LAWNCARE

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS . Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K& J 5
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL!  giiman Valley, IL

PET GROOMING

by
Dun Wright Grooming

F-4)
MOBILE it
croominG Rl

o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

REAL ESTATE

If you are looking for a Realtor with
Experience & Knowledge, contact

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462
sharon.bowers@remax.net
404 W. Blackhawk “gmap RE/MAX
Drive, Byron, IL PROFESSIONAL
815-234-4663 ADVANTAGE

Independently owned & operated. we @

W
QARG O Lo, EDeIiVerr
B D Zo g Ourf
. AKe
s B dge Ot 5t
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

TREE CARE
“Your Trees
,© OVE Deserve a
A el rveclteese, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
e Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

TREE SERVICE

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, IL&

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage *
= Stump grinding *

= Climbing specialist = ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

WATER SOFTENER

=
==

, SERVICE CALL SPECIAL |

2995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

WM ARSWHEELREPAIR.COM/NWILLINOIS

Wouldn't you like your business
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125
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JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Joinusin person at the
library for songs, stories
and crafts! Ages 2-5.
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Tween Scene: Holi-
day Slime Lab

Get into the holiday
spirit with this STEM lab
for tweens. We’ll make
slime that’s festive, merry
and bright! Tuesday, Dec.
3, 6 pm. Ages 10-12.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Music
and Movement

Indulge your little
one’s curiosity with a
hands-on event just for
them. Join us for some
fun musical play with a
variety of instruments.
Friday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m.
Ages 1-4. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Holiday Festival:
Our Favorite Things

Join us for our annual
holiday festival featuring
our favorite traditions
(crafts, games, commu-

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

Cookbook Club

Tuesday, December 34—
Cookbook Club—We meet
the first Tuesday of every
month at 6:00 pm. Sign
up and choose a recipe at
the Mt. Morris Library. On
Club day, make your dish
and bring to The Center.
Enjoy trying every dishand
help choose the cookbook
for the next month.

Breakfast with the

nity), but with a fun new
twist! Each registered
family will work together
to collect holiday-in-
spired clues, to solve
holiday-inspired puzzles,
in order to win some
holiday-themed prizes!
Saturday, Dec.7,10a.m.-
12 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.
Friends of the Li-
brary Mini Bazaar
Cupcake, cookies, and
scones—oh my! Stop
by, sit down to enjoy a
homemade treat, grab
treats to-go and shop
our mini-bazaar! All
proceeds support library
programs and services.
Saturday, Dec. 7, 10 a.m.
- 12 p.m.
AMidcentury Christ-
mas w/ Leslie Goddard
Christmas in America
from the 1940s through
the 1960s meant alumi-
num trees, department
store Santas and TV spe-
cials. Every kid wanted
an Easy Bake Oven, a
G.I. Joe or a Slinky. Join
historian Leslie Goddard,
PhD, as she looks back

at this optimistic era in
a fun illustrated lecture,
using photos, ads, greet-
ing cards and catalogs to
explore why this era was
a turning point for how
we celebrate the holidays.
Monday, Dec. 16, 6:30
p.m. Adults. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.
Holiday Pajama Par-
ty
Twas the night before,
the night before...And
your little ones are filled
with pent-up holiday en-
ergy! Joinusatthe library
for games and crafts with
a fun festive theme. Pa-
jamas encouraged. Mon-
day, Dec. 23, 6:30 p.m.
Ages 5-9. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.
Puzzle Palooza!
Because... we just fit!
Teams of 2-4 will face off
to see who can assemble
the same 500-piece jig-
saw puzzle in 90 minutes!
Prizes will be given to
first, second and third-
place finishers. Space is
limited. Register your
team early by calling the
library at 815-645-8611.

Saturday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m.
Photo caption
Mattand Cynthia Gru-

el, from Nostalgia Enter-
tainment, helped kick-off
the holiday season at Julia

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Hull District Library with
their2-person cabaret,
“Under the Mistletoe.”

Mayor

Wednesday, December
4% is Breakfast with the
Mayor. Enjoy biscuits and
gravy or pancakes and find
outwhat’s happening in the
Village of Mt. Morris. We
serve from 8 am to 10 am.

Diamond Painting

Friday, December 6™ is
Diamond Painting. Wheth-
er you have tried it before
or are brand new, you are

welcome to join us. We
will have choices of paint-
ings for sale. No skill is
involved. Painting starts
at 11:00 am.

Computer Lab Grand
Opening! Join us as we
cut the ribbon for our new
computer lab. Thanks to
the generosity of the 100
Women Who Care and
the Etnyre Foundation we
have purchased computers

outfitted for seniors and
dedicated a room for our
lab. December 9 at 11:00
am.

December 10" at Noon
we will have our Christmas
Around the World potluck.
Bringadishtopass. Decem-
ber 10™at2:00 pm—We will
have a Learn to Play Class.
Want to learn the games
that are played on a regular
basis at The Center? Letus

know ifyouareinterested in
Hand and Foot, Golf Card
Game, Bridge or Euchre
and we will have someone
available to teach you!
Wednesday, December
11" we have Nails by
Andrea Perez. Call The
Center at 815-734-6335
to set up an appointment
for manicure or pedicure
(with or without polish).
Acrylic nails available for

an additional cost.

Sponsor a Chair!

We are in the process
of replacing our worn-out
chairs and can use your
help. For $50.00 per chair,
you can sponsor one of the
new chairs we are hoping
to purchase. Stop by the
center during open hours
(9am to 1 pm) and talk
with Melissa. All help is
appreciated!

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held af 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen,/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: ue@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages éth grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, Spm-7pm
For complete ministry schedule and other acivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL- Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmil.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors ¢ “God's Heart in Our Community”
Located in fown on Rt. 72 * Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens fime during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL61021

Ay P A [
FORRESTON
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, Al the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Ouireach
and Welcome” in a heaufiful rural setfing.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 « Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuelindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500  office@immanueHindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanueklindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH

101 N Galena st, .0 box 67, Lindenwood IL

Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.

Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library time. Snacks and coffee.

Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 . Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

DI )3
MOUNT MORRIS

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
E0CCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 8157322960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.
Breakfust s served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) mest weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.
We look forward to mesfing you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. ©
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com « Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM st & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person o live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Armold ™~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org * E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114S. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 o.m. Worship

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois © 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadsen.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588 ¢ Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all acivities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCISV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 « 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am.

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
You
f
Pastor Phil Thompson

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRAR

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, December3?at6pm!

Come in, choose your
recipe, and bring your dish
to pass at our next meeting!
Meetings held potluck style
atthe Senior Centerat 6pm.

Mt. Morris Holiday
Festivities, Saturday De-
cember 7™ at 10:30am

MountMorris festivities
will be starting on Decem-
ber 7" with breakfast at the
Senior Center! Afterward,
bring the kids over to the li-
brary to make some holiday
crafts totakehome! We will
have stations set up so that
youcandrop-intomake one
or all of the crafts! Happy
Holidays!

Christmas Decoration
Exchange

Come in the library if
you need some decorations
this year! We will have a
table set up as a donation
and pick-up for any and all
holiday decorations. Dona-
tions of trinkets, baubles,
ornaments, tchotchkes,
knickknacks, etc. will be
accepted or exchanged
for new homes. Donations
shouldbe in good shapeand
working order. Thank You!

Ink with a Friend:
Card Making at the Li-
brary

Christmas will be here
before we know it and
what a great time to make
some lovely home-made
cards to send to family and
friends. We will be offering
a card-making class from
local crafter, Liz Gullett.
Shewill be here on Monday,
December 9™ at 5pm! You
will get all the materials to
make two beautiful cards to
take home. Stop by to see
the samples, $5 fee when

you register. Registration
is limited so call the library
or stop by to save your spot
before December 2™
Book Donations Wel-

come

Our book sale was such
a great success due to all of
your wonderful donations!
Weare accepting donations
again forthenextbook sale!
If you have any media you
no longer need or want-
bring them to the Mount
Morris Library! We cannot
accept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest
Condensed books, VHS
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Display Case Showings

We have Christmas in
our cases! Stop by tosee our
beautiful nativity setand the
lovely American Girl dolls
who are all ready for Santa!
We are always looking for
collectors or artists who are
willing to share their trea-

sures in our display cases.
Ifyou are interested, please
call, 815-734-4927.
Explore More Illinois
Explore More Illinois
userscanaccessandreserve
passes from any of our
attractions on the Mount
Morris Library website,
mtmorris-il.org, under the
resources page. Visit the
website to browse attrac-
tions.
Lions Club Glasses and
Hearing Aids Collections
Donation boxes for eye-
glassrecyclingareavailable
at the library. When the
boxes are full, they are
picked up by local Lions
members and dropped off
at collection depots. These
recycled eyeglasses are
given to people in need,
with the help of various
medical missionaries, in
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world.

Whenthe eyeglasses arrive
in these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription
eyeglasses that are as close
as possible to that person’s
sightneeds. When donating
HEARING AIDS, please
be sure to place them in a
small box or hard-covered
case so they do not get
crushed or damaged.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends work
better? Do you have a
program you would like to
share/lead? Contact Mary
Cheatwood at the library
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy tomany, and dou-

blesinvalue. Yourmemorial
giftto the library is matched
by the Mt. Morris Library
Foundation, doubling your
generosity! Many thanks to
all who gave memorial gifts
in 2023.

Newspaper Available!

Wewillnow bereceiving
the Dixon Telegraph daily!
Wereceive the Ogle County
Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt.
Morris Times. If you want
to keep up with the local
news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have
the option of having your
materials delivered to your
vehicle. If you have holds
waiting for you, call us to
tell us you are on your way,
and we will bring them out
to your vehicle when you
arrive. Call us if you need
more information.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
per black and white page).
We fax ($2 for the first page
and $0.50 each additional
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email
(82 per document). You can
use a computer without a
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available
on our computers. Come
visit us and let us help you!

Library Board Meet-

ings

Monthly board meetings
are the third Wednesday
of the month at 7pm at the
library unless otherwisenot-
ed. The public is welcome
to attend.

TheMountMorris Public
Library is located at 105 S.
McKendrie Ave. Mt. Morris
IL 61054 — 815-734-4927
Fax-815-734-6035 www.
mtmorris-il.org

OREGON — Ogle
County’s top4-Hmembers
and clubs were honored for
outstanding achievement
at a special program held
Sunday, Nov. 17, in the
Byron Civic Theatre.

Top county honors
went to 4-H teens Ayliv-
ia Danekas, Polo, and
Nicholas Cassens, Byron.
Danekas, Pine Creek Val-
ley4-H Club, and Cassens,
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club,
were the recipients of
the Co-op Watch Awards
sponsored by Ogle County
Farm Bureau and its affili-
ates. Watches are awarded
yearly to the two 4-H’ers
with the most impressive
records of long-term lead-
ership and service at the
club level and beyond.

Bruce Gehrke, Byron,
received a $50 cash award
sponsored by the Ogle

County 4-H Foundation.
The Foundation Award
is presented annually to
a single 4-H’er who has
shown leadership skills
and a willingness to help
with 4-H activities. It has
also served as a positive
example to younger mem-
bers.

Four youths were chal-
lenged to greater leader-
ship and service as the
“I Dare You” Leadership
Award recipients. New
owners of William Dan-
forth’s inspiring book, “I
Dare You,” these youth
were selected based on
their previous leadership,
citizenship, and project
work. Winners included:
Alayna Doane, Mighty
Clovers 4-H Club; Colton
Gehrke, By-Y-Badgers
4-H Club; Shelby Har-
baugh, Carefree 4-H Club;

and Addison Yordy, Leaf
River Busy Beavers 4-H
Club.
Other special award
winners included:
Outstanding Club Pres-
ident: Aylivia Danekas,
Pine Creek Valley and
Kaden Lingbeck, Leaf
River Soaring Eagles.
Outstanding Club
Vice-President: Courtney
Bushman, Pine Creek
Valley and Grant Johnson,
LeafRiver Soaring Eagles.
Outstanding Club Sec-
retaries: Haven Marks,
Summerhill Huskies and
David Wehler, Leaf River
Soaring Eagles.
Outstanding Club Trea-
surers: Isabelle Blumhoff,
Pine Creek Valley and
Kaeden Motszko, Leaf
River Soaring Eagles.
Outstanding Club His-
torians: Aubrey Kusnierz,

Mighty Cloversand Kaden
Lingbeck, LeafRiver Soar-
ing Eagles.

Outstanding Club Re-
porter: Shelby Harbaugh,
Carefree.

Ogle County Club
Recreation Chairperson:
Kayden Barndt, Pine Creek
Valley.

Outstanding Club Junior
Leaders: Aylivia Danekas,
Pine Creek Valley.

Electricity Achieve-
mentAward: CoraHerring,
Hub Hickory Nuts.

Illinois Holstein-Frie-
sian Association Award:
Shelby Harbaugh, Care-
free.

Several awards were
distributed to communi-
ty clubs throughout the
county for outstanding
community service, ed-
ucational programming,
and promotional efforts.

Additionally, one club’s
leadership team was recog-
nized for their outstanding
efforts to work together to
effectively meet the needs
of'and coordinate the work
of their club. Congratula-
tions go to all the following
club winners:

Window Display Pro-
motion Award: First Place
—By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club
(Byron). Second Place —
LeafRiver Soaring Eagles
4-H Club (Leaf River).
Third Place — Mighty
Clovers4-H Club (Monroe
Center).

Ogle County 4-H Club-
of-the-Year: First Place —
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H
Club (Oregon). Second
Place — Mighty Clovers
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). Third Place — Ogle
County Clovers 4-H Club
(Rochelle).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Above at left is co-op watch award winner Aylivia Danekas with presenter Stan Eden. At right are Blackhawk Crossing 4-H Club won Club of the Year. Members pictured
left to right: Hunter Kremske, Eli Lotz, Harmony Coy, Adelaide Zimmerman, Raiden Zimmerman, and Immanuel Arellano.

Ogle County 4-H Achievement Celebration winners named

Top Leader Team
Award: Carefree 4-H Club
(Oregon): Amanda Har-
baugh, Annette Martin, and
Wacey Sassaman.

Alumni Award: Sara
Blume.

Hall of Fame: Annette
Martin.

4-Hisaninformal youth
education program of Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion. Formore information
or to get involved, call
815/732-2191 or visit us
online at https://extension.
illinois.edu/bdo. Thisisthe
best time of year to join!

If you need reasonable
accommodations to par-
ticipate in programming,
contact the Ogle County
Extension office at 815-
732-2191. Early requests
are strongly encouraged
to allow sufficient time to
meet your needs.

Chesney to host IPASS

MACHESNEYPARK
— State Sen. Andrew
Chesney (R-Freeport) is
bringing a mobile team
from the Illinois Tollway
to Machesney Park on Dec.
3 for an IPASS on Demand
event.

“The Tollway is tran-
sitioning away from plas-
tic transponders and are
replacing them with new

sticker technology,” said
Chesney. “Rather than
having my constituents
complete this transaction
at the DMV or elsewhere
where there may be a fee,
I am bringing a mobile
team into the 45th District
for quick, easy, and free
service.”

Officials from the II-
linois Tollway will be on

on Demand event in Machesney Park on Dec. 3

handtohelp people transfer
over to the new sticker
technology and ensure
people can make the switch
without disruption to their
IPASS account activity.
Along with providing this
service, thetollway officials
can help people with ques-
tions they may have about
their IPASS account and
with ‘Pay by Plate’ issues.

Please note that those who
attend shouldjotdown their
license plate number to
ensure quick service.
Once activated, the
sticker tag can be used on
the Illinois tollway and on
E-Z Passroadways in other
states within 24 hours of
activation. There is no de-
positrequired for the sticker
and the $10 transponder

deposit that was paid when
a transponder was pur-
chased will be transferred
to the new account when
it is activated. Balances on
current transponders will
also be transferred over to
the sticker account.
Additional IPASS events
are scheduled for Dec. 9 in
Elizabeth at the Village
Hall, and Dec. 16 in Kirk-

landatResource One Bank.

“These events provide
easy access for my constit-
uents to make the switch,”
added Chesney. “I would
encourage motorists to
attend the event closest to
their home.”

For additional infor-
mation about these free
events, please contact Lori
at lyates(@sgop.ilga.gov.
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Who to call in a farm crisis? Plenty of resources available

BY PHYLLIS COULTER
FARMWEEK

HE stress of an
illness, injury
or tight farm fi-

nances is daunting, but
there are resources to help.

Theresources for farm-
ers in crisis webinar of-
fered by the University
of Illinois Agricultural
Safety and Health Pro-
gram and farmdoc on Oct.
15 highlighted a few such
services.

Farm Rescue

Based on the principle
of farmers helping farm-
ers, Bill Gross, a UPS
pilot who grew up in rural
North Dakota, created
Farm Rescue, a nonprofit
organization.

Today, 600 volunteers
in 49 states come to help
farmers with equipment
or labor in nine Corn Belt
states, including Illinois,
when a crisis arises, said

getting cancer treatment
or a natural disaster are
reasons to call for help,
he said.

To nominate someone,
to get help or to inquire
about volunteering, visit
the website farmrescue.
org.

AgrAbility

AgrAbility helps en-
hance the quality ofTife for
farmers and ranchers with
injuries or disabilities,
said Haley Jones, Illinois
AgrAbility program co-
ordinator with the I1linois
Extension. The program
helps farmers safely do
their work and reduces
barriers to continuing with
their livelihood.

Farmers or seasonal
workers suffering from
circumstances as varied as
arthritis, a spinal cord in-
jury, a chronic condition,
hearing loss, respiratory
impairment or an amputa-
tion, can qualify for free

orassistive devices or pro-
vides education to help.

The National AgrA-
bility Toolbox, a public
website, has information
on 1,000 toolsand devices
at agrability.org/toolbox.

Helplines and ho-
tlines

Josie Rudolphi, a Uni-
versity of [llinois occupa-
tional and environmental
health professor, said
resources are available
to farmers in a crisis by
email, texting or tele-
phone.

The suicide and crisis
lifeline at 988 is a hotline.
“It is a huge relief that it
is a three-digit number
now,” she said of the eas-
ier-to-remember number.
People can text, call or
chat 24 hours aday, seven
days a week.

The Concern Line, a
helpline started by lowa
University Extension
during a farm crisis, of-

hours of 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The caller is assigned a
specific case worker to
help them over time. The
contact number is 800-

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
The stress of an illness, injury or tight farm finances is daunting, but there are
resources to help.

families to get free help
from a certified men-
tal health professional
through the Illinois Ex-
tension program. Email

erative project between
Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more
food and farming news,

Terry Johnston, farm res-  services. fers legal, financial and  327-6243. Kacie Hulshof for in-  visit FarmWeekNow.com.
cue development officer. On request, AgrAbilty  disaster resources at 800- The Illinois Mental formation at khulshof@ The stress of aniillness,
The injury, illness or  staff conducts a free on-  447-1985. Health Voucher Program illinois.edu. injury ortight farm financ-

death of a farmer, a sick
child, a family member

the-farm assessment and
recommends equipment

The Farm Aid Farm-
er Hotline has specific

for Ag Producers allows
ag producers and their

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-

Weekly Brain Busters

es is daunting, but there
are resources to help.

King Crossword MAGIC MAZE ® — HEADED
ACROSS 1 ]2 4 |5 s 7 |8 |9 [10 |11
1 "Kapow!" I X UQMIJ FBYUIROKHD
4 British ref. 12 13 14
work
7 Holler AXUQNKHEBYVSPMJ
12 Director /\
= HEBD|YVTQOLIGDBY
13 Chemical suf-
fix
15 Nost o WT S[OI[RPMK 1 FDBYWU
acronym
it SQPI[UJOMKIFDBZXYW
18 Brooch
19 Range URE|B[SQONLJHFTDC
20 Collections
22 — tear (rag-
ing) 54 AWAILIYWDDVTKWPHS Q
23 First lady of
scat 57 ,
27 Earth Day PLRIE)J)F NL EALMCGK I
mo. 53 Sports fig- 7 Pivot 36 Bellow \_/
29 Transparent ures? 8 That guy's 37 Swiss
31 Dolphins' 54 Zsa Zsa's sis- 9 Kimono sash metropolis DHF OLFULNREET CTITIB
home ter 10 Samovar 40 Sledded in
34 Traces of 55 Speck 11 — kwon do the Winter
smoke 56 Dunkable 17 Ellipse Olympics Z YWVNCUOUADS STLHTP
35 Agile treat 21 Ballroom 42 Like a
37 Obtained 57 River blocker dance neglected
38 Bygone 58 Actor Brynner 23 Radiates garden R Q Y ARGBBPNBML J T
Peruvian 24 Vinyl records 43 Vowel group Find the listed words in the dia .
. ; gram. They run in all
39 ELaenewrenco Iao‘gz:éar dots gg g?”g;;ﬂ; 44 E)tlrslsand title directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
41 Vacillate 2 High nest 28 Picnic dessert 45 Equitable Unlisted clue hint: A MALE BOVINE
45 Quick trip 3 Signified 30 — Jima 46 Streetcar
47 Shoe width 4 Fixesa 31 Roman 1051 48 Leary's drug Bald Clear Gray Spear
48 Pungent squeak 32 "There's no 49 Jurist Lance Bare Dead Light Thick
cheese 5 Newspaper — team!" 50 Fortify Bone Double Pig Wrong
52 Aachen arti- chief 33 "Better Call 51 A/C meas. Buffle Empty Red
cle 6 Fiend Saul" network
© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. ©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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AV M 3|17|O
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e
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siaomsuy
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1 316 7
2 4 6
4 3 2
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numbers from one to nine. é clr|s|slel6|tv|L]9
K 6|8|oft|z|v|s]e|e
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. o
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Community Unity

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every
$100 spent in independently
owned stores, $68 returns to the
community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Ogle
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don't
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a halil
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits
Of Shopping
Ogle County
First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time Is money. It'’s simple math
(especially when you figure in
gas mileage.) Shopping locally
can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you

do business of any kind in Ogle

County, it creates and maintains
jobs for others in our area .

A healthy employment rate is the

cornerstone of all economies.

How can you help the economy

recover? Start at home.

OcGLE CoUNTY
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER
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Classified

Marketplac

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY -

101

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ogle County Ed-
ucational Cooperative
(OCEC) maintains tem-
porary student records
on students with disabil-
ities who have received
special education ser-
vices while attending
the public schools in
Ogle County. These re-
cords are maintained at
the OCEC central office
in Byron. This notice is
intended only for those
individuals having birth
dates during the period
of 2000, 2001, and 2002
who have received spe-
cial education services.
OCEC advises as fol-
lows: Any temporary
student records main-
tained regarding your
special education ser-
vices will be destroyed
effective January 31,
2025. These records
may be of assistance
to former students and
they may request the
actual student records,
rather than the records
being destroyed. In-
dividuals wishing to
obtain their temporary
records must request
such no later than Jan-
uary 15, 2025 at the
OCEC offices at 417
N. Colfax St., Byron, IL
61010. The OCEC will
continue to maintain
electronic  permanent
records of former stu-
dents. By Matt Zilm,
Director
No. 1204
(Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 23,
2024)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113

validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in its
care.

203
HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301
ANTIQUES

OGLE COUNTY

103

AUCTIONS

HACKS THANKSGIVING
ANTIQUE ONLINE AUCTION
BIDDING OPENS:

Wed., Nov. 27th @ 8 A.M.
CLOSES: Sun., Dec. 8th @ 5 PM.
HACK’S ANTIQUE CENTER Il
440 W. THIRD ST., PECATONICA, IL

Featuring Nice Selection Stoneware; Art Pottery;
Antiques & Collectibles; Primitives; Railroad
Lanterns; Farm Primitives; Native American Rugs-
Blankets-Pottery; Advertisement; Artwork; Local
Dairy Bottles; Large Christmas Santa Collection;
German Feather Tree; Vintage Costume Jewelry;
Textiles; Glassware; Musical Instruments; Much,
Much More!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service

Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers
Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com
I.A.F.L. #44000128

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are

available on an equal
opportunity basis.
FINANCIAL
NOTICE Advance Fee 501

Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published

any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare

facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
llinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper  strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

New |\/||Ifor
Befrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rockford

2¢0¢¢190

NeW, Used, carry a large

Scratch & Dent [l
Refrigerators aPplia.:c::
Freezers with a
Washers/Dryers Warranty,
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

815-262-3900

OGLE COUNTY

OGLE COUNTY

ANUCFIF IO NERERR!
IIRECrO/RYE

A&T Auction Services, LLLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz
Auction Service
Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.
Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

ROCHELLE OcLE CouNtY Here's why consistent advertising
| \l eWS_ Le ader with us is a great way to build
top of mind awareness: @
“ www.rochellenews-leader.com Rock VALLEY SHOPPER i
M www.oglecountylife.com Nearl o —
7 o # ads inspire action.
! (2]
It sa Smart InveStment Learn more about our cost-effective of U.S. adults 7OUt Of1o
marketing and advertising solutions read newspapers newspaper read?rs
Stay Top of Mind and Save geared toward building top of mind ot report talqng action
With Our Monthly and Annual awareness today. Be sure to contact g aﬁ?f seeingan ad
Y your sales rep to get started with a inacircular.

1als!
Ad Contract Specials! free consultation.

Rochelle News-Leader
Christel Ackland
815-561-2153
cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

Ogle County Life
Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

Newspaper advertising helps you
reach an engaged audience and

build trust within the community.
>>0ur local circulation reach gives

you more bang for your advertising buck.
>> Flexible ad sizes, formats,

placement and frequency are available
to fit your needs and budget.

>> 0ur expert team can help you develop

| Sé\gll Buginess

Dec. 2024

Turn to Our Shop
Local section

For all your
Holiday needs!
Take advantage of this unique
advertising opportunity when
you call or email us today.

"_W?{amm?/mﬂow
] Shopping Jit] ‘

and design an effective ad or campaign.

Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service

et

to Advertise in Our Shop Local
Section for December!

We're here to help with fresh promotions, |
great ad design and more to make your business stand out'

Advertising Deadline: Wednesday, December 4

Call for rates and reservations!
815-732-2156

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.
Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition.
Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

Upper
Apartment for Rent
Stillman Valley, IL
$800/Month &
NO PETS
815-988-5831

511
STORAGE UNITS

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to DW Garage)

“Xap il
STORAGE
E

Storage Unit Sizes:
Fx10° 10x10
10°x 15" 107 20" 105307

T

Full-Time & Part-Time

Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted
section of the Classifieds

8 kids a day are accidentally killed
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an improperly
stored gun, often found in the home.

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

If you love them enough
to suck the snot out of
their nose at 4 a.m.,

then surely you'll check
to make sure they're
in the right car seat.

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat BBNHTSA

|
i

Quitting smoking
was hard.
Screenlng for Iung
cancer is easy.

Get Save

American
Lung

_—
vy

L LT L

Six ot 0f 10 Americans rely on a local

o .

§ N b -
N NiWS:
3 \«,J'} News & Events.

newspaper for advertising information about

local businesses.’

“Source: America’s Newspapers

Ask us about the best ways
to promote your business
to more local homeowners!
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Math Blocks
Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20. D%l.YI‘IIsN 6 How bhey 9
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right. ‘ ‘ sa y ’
The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom. HISTORY

that in.. 39

U DECEMBER Y

2 |14 24

> English: Surprise
Spanish: Sorprender
1492: After TR
5 exploring Cuba for Italian: Sorprendere
22 | gold, Christopher French: Surprendre
gglllslﬁl;llasﬁzrhd;gls German: yman eiskalt erwischen

Hispaniola.

S 6 15 | 22 | congressmows .
FU

2006: NASA reveals ’
e ||| PICTURES?

Sty 1|9 liquid water is
present on Mars.

L | s |OL

~C
8 | vl| T lice
This popular party Lonn|os 2 ‘
decoration was
created in 1824 by .
Michael Faraday Get Scrambled c Jou ques t
during experiments Unscramble the words to defermine the phrase. BASH th:lliyouegru?::uv:e i‘;’
. : HRTWO A RYATP ggerp '
with various gases. a party or

social event ploUld IBMSUY

Auod b mouy] 1emsuy

uoojjog :lemsuy

WoRD SgphAmBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to seniors.

ELHHAT

Solve the code to discover words related to senior safety.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 4 =1)

Ul|OBH Jamsuy

GUESS WHO »

| am a singer/rapper born in Tennessee
on December 4,1984. As a youth, | got into
trouble often and was arrested several
times. However, | turned my life around
with the help of my music career, which
started by selling mixtapes out of my car.
I'm now a CMT Music Awards winner for
Male Video of the Year.

(pio4eq@ uosor) |0y Ajer lemsuy

A. 8 10 17 9 5 12

Clue: Caution

B. 8 9 26 4 22 24 8
Clue: Older adults

cC. 10 11 4 26 11

Clue: Growing older

D. 19 22 7 4 17 12
Clue: Change or adapt

Allpows *g Bulbp "D sioluss 'g A19JDs 'Y [slemsuy

SENIOR SAFETY WORD (S EARCH

WORDS
G H O CGARIKUHTSOTFSDI RIA ATZA AH
R T M ONYETVA AV HUOMSD ZVUL Z ASSISTIVE
AMELTIUVSTNGONGONUTETGT CTCHYV ot
B R CATU OTEU RTEYU PMYUDA ATSGIKC CHAIR
B C HI HRTU CEVR RTLTET RS SINUIBTILTIEKTDN CHORES
A HLDGTUDNU HTIU OUHNIEKUNTPSGV %‘frfggﬁ\'j\;
R NP OI UEATMTTEUHTIU ONTGBTINM EALLING
S 0V TLMOD BTG CETSAOLU B AMTLTIDHD GRAB BARS
B NH S A ZNTITEMATLTETLTETITU OTUBTLE GUARDIAQ
G S OUNUOTETLR RT CTFTTEMDNTUDTLA HAZARD

HOMEBOUND
N KY CB ZPITIUHTEUHTGCTDUGOTRTIU OA AR HOME HEALTH AIDE
M I V Z Y BETUDU OTA AST DU HA ATTR RTEFN INDEPENDENCE
O DE ZUUDU DA ATIRYTITULU RTGCUUGOY KI LIGHTING
0O I 0OM RHNTZEA ADTIUZPUR RGU RTTRTF M“g;%gy
R B U CYUVITIGST FTETZPU B ZTITETINTF MOBILITY
H ASIUHUVULUOTFNZPUIKT RY ODTLTDWU MONITORED
T M M FMPPNNUPUUHZUYGVIODM NONSKID
AE EV I TSI SSAMIEKTECTETGONUBTIKP REH@?EETTAYT'ON
B T ASYTU CARTETGTIVEUZRSMDUGOGB Z SKILLED
T K P Z RDETINTGCUHA ATIRIKTILMMEI SLIP
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwanrds.
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beauty + wellness

Don't forget a

——
forthe BEAUTY
on your list!

0®0

125 S. 4™ Street,
Oregon, IL 61061
815-222-7115
beambb.com

Model Car Kits,
Slot Cars, Die
Cast Cars,
Rockets & More

SL11252024.

10% O

Offer good with coupon. Expires 12/31/2024

$79
Signature
Hydrafacial

for New BEAM Clients!

(must present offer coupon upon
receipt of services)

1211 S. 4th Street Suite 1, DeKalb
815-758-4801

M-F 2PM-7PM | Sat 11AM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4PM
Call First

_LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON _

@ FACEBOOK

($15.00 minimum
Therapy Bed « Cocoon Wellness Pod * purchase)

Purses « Jewelery « Scarves * Expires 12-31-24

CC Hats & Much More! e

1
1
Raku Potteryworks * Candles * Red Light i
;

Buy 1 Package
GET 2" PACKAGE

1/2 OFF!

ALL PACKAGES INCLUDED*. Give a gift of wellness!
Offer good with coupon.

Gt Ggtee: o Cocoon o Yanning

Celestial Sun Wellnes Spa Boutique & Tanning
8725 N ILRt 2 - Byron - 815-234-5588

*packages never expire and can be shared 112520241

.

.

.

e i .
i

: @ Cruisin’ 1-39

.

1 MUST BE 21 OR OLDER & SHOW VALID ID TO REDEEM |‘

| One per person per visit, must present coupon.

May not combine with any other offer or

1 promotion. Cruisin' 1-39 has the right to refuse or

] revoke offer at any time. H

EXPIRES 12-31-24

Gift Cards

SCAN ME

! 5111252024
Follow us on

Facebook

for deals and events!
815-393-7091

5532 N Limestone Rd,
Monroe Center, IL

i Available

& the Other Side
Boutique

g Big City Style ~

Small Town
e
Al

Offering Classes in Candle Making, Wood
Carving, Pottery, Painted Glass, Bubble
Glazing, Fiber & More!

See webiste for a complete list of
December Classes
HAPPILY HANDMADE 815
312 W. WASHINGTON ST. SUITE A

OREGON, IL 61061
. 815-595-5778
=

0,

Purchase of $30 or
more

(no additional discounts - must
present coupon with purchase)
Expires 12-15-24

Merlind &The Othe

11222024

All Greenhouse Plants
(Blooming and Green- Hundreds
to choose from)
Expires 12-2-24

S EE Y ST S T

e T

00 Mix Street * Oregon, IL 61061
15-732-2969 00

T T s e T S R S
TR TR R R T z‘gﬁn 7

0°0°¢”0%e°0% 0%
f‘f","‘ }fg HAIR~SKIN~NAILS

£y

¥20TSTLLTS PR

~ Booking Over $100

No Refnds. No Double Coupons.
Not to Be Combined With Any Others.

WallBlEY ke

108 {{ Chestot G Book Online
Open Dunon. TL 61010 Call/Text for \¢
i Tidg Appointment (=)
1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle Sat 8-5 Q15-994-599 ppoin
815:p62-4141 | rochellefdodsjolSug M Tue-Fri 9-5 Ask About Monthly Packages

Gift Cards )
Available

Always a good
stocking stuffer

Floral Design, Boutique
Clothing, Unique Gifts & More!

A 815-543-6864
A Text or Call to Place an

Order Today!

HOLIDAY'S

Visit our website or Facebook page
for holiday hours, events, and savings!

115 W 2nd St, ByronIL
velvetpoppyfloral.com

€@ @velvetpoppyfloral

11252024

ot
't )
M'{‘/

Your Holiday Jeweler for
RENEARE LS

Jewelry Cleaning & Inspection
Jewelry Remounts & Restoration
Custom Jewelry
Engagement Rings
Bridal Jewelry

Come see what your local jewelry
store can do for you this

113 N. 4th Street
Oregon, IL
815-732-2374

brooksjewelers.net

& More!

- b

Store Howed -
Tue-Fri11a-7p
Sat 9a-5p
Closed Sunday & Monday

SL11252024

4 Likeuson

facebook

Store Hours:
M, W, TH, F, Sat

Mosey On Out And Put , Your Rear In Our Gear

Clothing ¢ Boots 10:00AM-4:30PM,
¢ Hats * Belts ¢ Sun 12AM-4PM,
Buckles ¢ Jewlery ¢ Closed Tuesday

Tack & Bits * Horse Since 1972

Care Products &
Supplies

WESTERN STORE

€  Earn Cash
Back ARIAT

Hoilday

. e Rebate
Your Family 11/24-
& Your Horse 12/24/24

Will Find It All
At Diamond G
Western Store

Diamond & Western Store
815-562-4050

4564 S. Knoll Rd, Rochelle IL
diamondgranchandwesternstore.net

—LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON —

@ FACEBOOK

PRE

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM
PM - 6:00 PM

ntainers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

(Please bring :

387S. M «» Rochelle, IL 61068

815-762-6867 * PreciousPastures.com

: P v :
UKULELE STATION AMERICA

& OREGON MUSIC GARAGE

—
e " . "Acoustic Guitars : Electric Guitars
: Bass Guitars - Banjos - Mandolins J

Ukuleles - Accessories - and More!

|
UkuleleStationAmerica.com
‘il OregonMusicGarage.com

1000 Wéhington Street, Oregon, Illinois 612061
(815) 994-1246

By

Follow us on

An authorized
Purchase
, —
Dealer s Set of 4
A $158 Tires, Get
Value! a FREE
& Alignment!
ZbnipGestone _,-<
YH BFGoodrich Expires: 12-31-24

Family Owned and Operated Tony
* We sell new & used Tires & Rims ®
o All Makes & Models e
e Cars/Truck Service ®

* Towing ®

815-312-7/089

12022024

AUTO REPAIR & TIR
1 1 | = 4

Ny

illinoisautorepairtire@yahoo.com

107 E Washington St.
Oregon, IL
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LOCAL NEWS

United States sets ethanol exports record

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

LREADY the
world’s top eth-
anol producer,

the U.S. exported a record
1.75 billion gallons from
September 2023 to August
2024 — an increase of
43% from the previous
marketing year.

And as more countries
begin to shift to cleaner
energy policies, that trend
is expected to continue.

Leading the ethanol
demand was Canada,
importing 655 million
gallons, followed by the
United Kingdom at 227
million gallons, India at
171 million gallons, the
Netherlands at 97 million
gallons and Colombia
with 123 million gallons.
This total doesnotinclude
the 140.5 million gallons
shipped to Japan in the
form of ethyl tert-butyl
ether.

“We applaud U.S.
farmers and producers
for their outstanding
efforts in increasing ex-
ports this marketing year,
and especially to ethanol
producers who continue
their trajectory of out-
standing growth to meet
global market demands,”
said Ryan LeGrand, U.S.
Grains Council (USGC)
president and CEO.

“While we are all
taking time to celebrate
the good news from
the GIAF (grains in all
forms) report, USGC
staff members are already
well into their work to
make marketing year
2024-25 even better for
the U.S. agricultural
industry and we look
forward to continuing to
develop markets, enable
trade and improve lives

on behalf of U.S. pro-
ducers.”

While the U.S. agri-
cultural trade deficit is
expected to balloon to
a record $42.5 billion in
fiscal year 2025, ethanol
exports remain a bright
spot. Export volumes are
expected to edge up to a
record 2 billion gallons,
with a value reaching
$4.3 billion, according to
USDA’s quarterly trade
outlook.

U.S. ethanol is gen-
erally more price com-
petitive with Brazilian
product, the world’s
second largest supplier,
helping to boost global
U.S. sales. U.S. indus-
try continues to supply
all imports to Canada,
which has become the
world’s largest ethanol
importer. U.S. industry
is the top foreign supplier
to the EU and the United
Kingdom, currently the
world’s second and third
largest ethanol importers.
Other important markets,
such as India, Colombia,
South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Mexico and Peru,
are seeing strong-to-re-
cord U.S. sales.

The window of ar-
bitrage for U.S. sales
to Brazil has remained
mostly closed this year
due to the 18% tariff on
U.S. ethanol imports.
And USDA recently
announced Brazil has
denied requests to re-
move its tariff on ethanol
imports. In a statement,
USDA said it’s the second
time the Tariff Changes
Committee of the Cham-
ber of Foreign Trade re-
jected requests to reduce
the ethanol tariff since its
implementation.

Update on small re-
finery exemptions

Both the Renewable
Fuels Association and
Growth Energy applaud-
ed the recent U.S. Su-
preme Court decision that
itwill hear arguments for
moving small refinery
exemption cases to the
D.C. Circuit Court of
Appeals.

The Fifth Circuit was
an improper venue to

hear challenges on small
refinery exemptions un-
der the Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS) because
the Fifth Circuit opinion
set up a clear split with
several other circuitcourts
on the question of venue,
the organizations wrote in
a statement.

“The refining com-
munity’s abuse of small
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The U.S. exported a record 1.75 billion gallons from September 2023 to August 2024, which is an increase of
43% from the previous marketing year.

refinery exemptions de-
stroys demand for bio-
fuels nationwide, which
negatively impacts farmers
and bioethanol producers
regardless of where they
operate,” according to the
statement. “The economic
and environmental impact
of this abuse does not
recognize state lines. The
decisioninthis case should
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strengthen the RFS by
giving biofuel producers
and their farm partners the
certainty they deserve.”

This story was distrib-
utedthrougha cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the
llinois Press Association.
Formorefoodandfarming
news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.
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) Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores.
f Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.



