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Students perform 
in festival
Christian Mascote and 
Lucas Smardo from RTHS 
recently participated in 
the ILMEA festival. 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Ogle County Board and 
members of the community 
recognized three county 
officials who will soon 
be departing from their 
positions.

The board voted unan-
imously Tuesday on reso-
lutions in honor of Board 
Chairman John Finfrock 
(R-District 7, Mt. Morris), 
Board Member Thomas 
K. Smith (R-District 2, 
Rochelle) and Ogle County 
Coroner Lou Finch. Fin-
frock, Smith and Finch did 
not seek reelection for their 
positions.

Finfrock has served 
on the board since 2010. 
Following the untimely 
passing of Board Chairman 
Kim Gouker in 2019, he 
stepped into the chairman 
role. Finfrock was honored 
Tuesday by his fellow board 
members along with the 
Ogle County Economic 
Development Corporation, 
which presented him with a 
certificate of appreciation.

“For the past few years 
John has been an integral 
part of bringing the OCEDC 
to life,” OCEDC Chairman 

Randy Schoon said. “His 
leadership, knowledge and 
insight have been invalu-
able. John will certainly 
be missed at our meetings. 
Thank you for all your hard 
work and believing in the 
OCEDC.”

During the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, 
former Ogle County Board 
Member Marty Typer and 
Polo Mayor Doug Knapp 
thanked Finfrock for his 
efforts over the years.

“John was the right guy 
at the right time at the right 
place for this board,” Typer 
said. “Our management 
and leadership at that time 
needed to be picked up. 
John was the man for the 
job and I want to thank 
him for that. Enjoy your 
retirement.”

Smith has served on 
the board since 2016 on 
a number of committees, 
including the executive 
committee, the negotiating 
committee, the state’s attor-
ney-court services-Focus 
House-judiciary & circuit 
clerk committee, and the 
supervisor of assessments 
and planning & zoning 
committee.

“I want to thank the 
committees I served on for a 
long time,” Smith said. “We 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In 
September, Ogle County 
attorney Russell Crull of 
Rochelle law firm Tess, 
Crull & Arnquist was 
appointed as an associate 
judge of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit. He will 
preside in Ogle County 
in courtroom 304 starting 
on Dec. 2.

Crull received his un-
dergraduate degree in 
2009 from Western Illinois 
University in Macomb and 
his Juris Doctor in 2013 
from Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb. Af-
ter college, he worked for 

Sycamore law firm Klein, 
Stoddard, Buck & Lewis. 
He joined Tess, Crull & 
Arnquist on July 1, 2014 
and was named as a partner 
April 1, 2016.

“The practice of law 
has its ups and downs, but 
the biggest up is always 
being able to help people,” 
Crull said of his recent 
appointment. “I thought it 
would be a position where 
I could help both sides 
and be fair and accurate 
in application of the law 
to both sides. I think it’s 
a good step for me to help 
more people and to help 
our community.”

See CRULL page 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In 
September, Rebecca Lau-
dati was hired as the new 
executive director of 
HOPE of Ogle County. 
She replaces longtime 
Executive Director Ruth 
Carter, who recently 
retired. 

The non-profit organi-
zation helps survivors of 
domestic abuse. HOPE 
of Ogle County provides 
safety planning, support, 
shelter and referrals while 
empowering survivors to 
build a safe and peaceful 
future. It offers coun-
seling, assistance and 
resources to those who 
are contending with the 
effects of abusive rela-
tionships. The nonprofit 
is available 24/7 to listen 
and provide support and 
court advocacy services 
are available as well. 
HOPE has offices in Ro-
chelle, Oregon and Polo.

Laudati brings 20 years 
of experience working in 
the domestic violence 
field. After starting with 
an internship at a shel-

Laudati hired as new executive 
director of HOPE of Ogle County

‘I really believe in the mission and that 
everybody has a right to live in safety’

In September, Rebecca Laudati was hired as the 
new executive director of HOPE of Ogle County. She 
replaces longtime Executive Director Ruth Carter, 
who recently retired. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ter in Elgin, she began 
work at Mutual Ground 
in Aurora, which offers 
domestic violence and 
sexual violence services. 
There she worked a 
hotline, did counseling 
and led support groups, 
conducted prevention 
education, worked as 
a court advocate, man-
aged a shelter, and over-
saw programs. She also 
worked at Safe Passage in 
DeKalb County part-time 
facilitating partner abuse 
intervention programs 
and groups.

“It was a big move for 
me,” Laudati said of tak-
ing the executive director 
position at HOPE. “But 
it’s a big move to a small-
er agency that’s focused 
on domestic violence. 
Where I came from it was 
both domestic and sexual 
violence. This just kind of 
gets me back to my roots 
of where it all started. It’s 
exciting to be able to take 
everything I’ve learned 
throughout the years and 
run an agency.”

See LAUDATI page 2

Crull appointed by 15th 
Judicial Circuit to serve as 
associate judge in Ogle County

In September, Ogle County attorney Russell Crull 
of Rochelle law firm Tess, Crull & Arnquist was 
appointed as an associate judge of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Departing officials recognized at County Board meeting
Community solar agreement approved on Tuesday evening

have some great resources 
in our county. The diversity 
we have on this board is 
what our county is all about. 
You people have stepped 
up to serve because you 
believe in our county. We 
have elected officials here 
I can’t say enough about.”

Finch has served as cor-
oner since he was elected to 
the position in 2004. Prior 
to that, he also served as a 
part-time deputy coroner 
and full-time Ogle County 

corrections officer.
“I want to thank every-

body,” Finch said. “I hope 
I did the job well for the 
county. And I appreciated 
working for everybody. 
Thank you.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, Finfrock made closing 
remarks.

“I have a lot of people 
in this room I can and will 
thank for 14 good years,” 
Finfrock said. “I think 
we’ve come a long way, 

but it’s always ‘We.’ People 
have taken time to come 
to meetings and give their 
thoughts. We’ve had our 
debates and sometimes 
arguments. Once a vote is 
taken, it’s done, and every-
body gets on with it. That’s 
something I appreciate. 
Everyone around this table 
has made this thing work 
for several years. And that 
I appreciate.”

See OGLE page 5

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Ogle County Board and members of the 
community recognized three county officials who will soon be departing from 
their positions.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Laudati got into the 
field when she saw Elgin 
Community College had 
a family violence coun-
seling program. She got 
her associate’s degree in 
human services from ECC 
with a special certification 
for family violence coun-
seling. She holds a bach-
elor’s degree in human 
services and sociology 
and a master’s degree in 
psychology.

Laudati said she’s look-
ing forward to grow-
ing what HOPE of Ogle 
County does and getting 

to know the community 
to provide the best care 
possible to people who 
need it. 

“In my first two months 
it’s been a little over-
whelming, but good,” 
Laudati said. “It’s been 
exciting. It’s different 
when you come from a 
larger agency to a smaller 
agency, just knowing the 
people and the communi-
ty. Everybody has been 
super welcoming and 
extremely helpful and 
friendly. It’s already like 
a family.”

Funding is the most 
pressing issue facing 

HOPE of Ogle County 
right now, Laudati said. In 
recent years, the nonprofit 
and others like it have dealt 
with funding cuts from the 
federal Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA) program. 
HOPE lost a combined 
total of $219,000 over 
three years and the issue 
will not be revisited until 
the next funding cycle at 
the end of the three years.

Local donations have 
helped HOPE to fill its 
funding gaps to continue 
providing as many ser-
vices as possible. 

“The community has 
been really great with 

donations since I’ve been 
here,” Laudati said. “CHS 
Ethanol gave us a large 
donation from its golf out-
ing, and that was amazing 
and it will help us update 
a lot of systems. 100 
Women Who Care of Ogle 
County was recently very 
generous with a donation 
as well. We were just a re-
cipient of Small Business 
Bingo. Just the community 
generosity with things like 
that helps us with funding. 
We look for smaller grants. 
We work on advocacy. 
We’re going into Spring-
field and advocating for 
victim services and for 

human services overall 
and making sure people 
know it’s important.”

Laudati said she’s cur-
rently trying to under-
stand the level of need in 
HOPE’s service area and 
trying to get the word out 
more about what the non-
profit offers to survivors in 
need. She wants people to 
know they can come and 
get help and call HOPE 
24/7.  

Upon getting into the 
domestic violence field 20 
years ago, Laudati didn’t 
see herself becoming an 
executive director of an 
agency one day. Once she 

got into more advocating 
work in Springfield and 
teaching newer employees, 
her thoughts changed.

“This work is import-
ant,” Laudati said. “I really 
believe in the mission and 
that everybody has a right 
to live in safety. You should 
be able to go home and be 
safe. You should be able to 
go to work and school and 
be safe. I think it takes a lot 
for people to come forward. 
So when they do, they need 
someone who can listen and 
really support them and ad-
vocate for them. Advocacy 
is at the core of what I do 
and what I enjoy.”

LAUDATI: HOPE of Ogle County names new executive director

BY RHIANNON BRANCH 
FARMWEEK

AS corn and 
soybeans dis-
appear from Il-

linois fields, so are worries 
about storage space for 
crops.

“There was a lot of old-
crop corn out there and 
that continued to move 
right up until harvest,” 
John Boeker, southern 
region manager for Total 
Grain Marketing, told 
FarmWeek.

Farther north in Eureka, 
Grainland Farmers Coop-
erative CEO Terry Bline 
said elevator workers were 
also able to get old-crop 
inventories down before 
combines started up.

“Farmers reluctantly 
sold some of the crop 
even though they weren’t 
excited about the prices,” 
he told FarmWeek. “And 
we offered more price-lat-
er programs on some 
soybeans just to get those 
moved.”

While many elevators 
had adequate space as 
harvest kicked off, harvest 

brought unique aspects 
that caused a few logistical 
challenges.

Bline said fieldwork in 
his areas has been constant 
with no rain delays, and 
that scenario applies to 
most of the state.

“The harvest has been 
unusual in the sense that 
we basically did all the 
soybean harvest before 
we did any corn,” he said. 
“There was a three- or 
four-day period where the 
corn receipts were pretty 
intense.”

He said typically the 
Eureka location has a bal-
ance of corn and soybeans 
coming in at the same time.

“Soybean yields were 
so good, we ended up 
putting some soybeans 
in the corn space that we 
didn’t plan on because it 
was the most pressing need 
at the time,” Bline said. 
“So, we’ve been assessing 
our corn space needs and 
we’re just taking it day 
by day.”

Bline said overall the 
cooperative is good on 
space, but some locations 
are tighter than others and 

while putting corn on the 
ground is an option, he is 
hopeful they will be able 
to avoid that this season.

Bryan Rader, merchan-
dising manager for FS 
Grain, said they, too, were 
anticipating a big crop and 
their U.S. Route 30 loca-
tion near Amboy began 
piling corn in a bunker 
last week.

“That was built to use in 
a in a bigger yielding year 
or a fast-paced environ-
ment,” he said. “That’s just 
a temporary space pile that 
won’t stay on the ground 
very long.”

He said FS Grain has 
not had to find emergency 
storage for grain yet this 
year. And with an estimat-
ed 30% of harvest left to 
get through in the area, he 
said they should be able to 
avoid that at their 18 loca-
tions in northern Illinois.

Boeker, who oversees 
elevators in Louisville, 
Watson, Sandoval, Green-
ville, Hookdale and Mul-
berry Grove, said workers 
in those locations saw 
most of the soybeans come 
in first. “Which was kind 

Grain storage concerns dwindle as harvest winds down

of a blessing,” he said. “It’s 
almost easier to handle one 
commodity at a time.”

He said soybean yields 
came in a bit lower than 
expected earlier in the sea-
son, which alleviated some 
of their space concerns, 
and the late start to plant-
ing in his region should 
also ease the pressure.

“A lot of corn was plant-
ed after the 20th of May 
to the 10th of June here, 
so some people dropped 
acres and didn’t plant as 
much corn,” he said.

Boeker said the weather 

allowed both crops to dry 
naturally which makes 
elevator logistics a bit 
easier, too.

“My expectation two 
months ago was that we 
were going to see a lot of 
wet corn, but because of 
the unusually dry fall we 
have had to dry very little 
of either crop,” he said.

Boeker said there is car-
ry in the market right now 
so elevators and farmers 
alike are thinking outside 
of the box and finding 
places to store grain.

“When a farmer can get 

rewarded 20 or 30 cents for 
holding corn off the market 
for one or two months, 
they’re going to figure out 
a way to do that,” Boeker 
said. “They’re finding 
other locations or making 
other arrangements just to 
pick up that carry in the 
market.”

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Il-
linois Press Association. 
For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.

Crews move grain onto a temporary pile at the FS grain elevator near Amboy. 
(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 
FOR CRESTON-DEMENT 

PARK DISTRICT
1. A public hearing to approve a proposed 
property tax levy increase for the Creston-
Dement Park District, Ogle County, Illinois will 
be held December 17, 2024 at 7:00 pm at the 
Creston Village Hall, 110 N. Main St Creston, 
IL 60113
Any person desiring to appear at the public 
hearing and present testimony to the taxing 
district may show up to the meeting in 
person or contact Creston-Dement Park 
District President Reid Elliot at 779-212-
8892. 
2. The corporate budget and appropriations 
for 2023 was $43,900.00. 
 The proposed budget and appropriations 
for 2024 are $51,500.00. This represents a 
17.3% increase over the previous year.
3. The public hearing will close at 7:20 pm. At 
7:20 the Creston-Dement Park District Board 
will then proceed to vote on the proposed 
increase. 
Thank you, 
Creston-Dement Park District

No. 1122 (Nov. 24, 2024)

Thanksgiving Turkey 
Winners

The following lucky winners have 
been selected to receive a  

Gift Certificate 
toward a Thanksgiving Turkey.

A special thank you to the
 following businesses:

Hub City  
Senior Center

Donald Lane

RCH Gift Shoppe
Sally Sawicki

Prescott Brothers
Will McKinney

Davis Family Health
Terri White

Stillman Bank
Lynette Alcock

Holcomb Bank
Sue Golden

11242024

From page 1

Crull, who grew up in 
Ogle County, decided to 
pursue law while in col-
lege at WIU. After work-
ing through law school at 
NIU and being hired by 
Klein, Stoddard, Buck 
& Lewis, he met David 
Tess through the Focus 
House Board, which his 
family has been involved 
with since its inception. 
Tess advised there was an 
opening in his office and 
Crull chose to practice law 
in Ogle County.

During law school, 
Crull took part in a clerk-
ship in the Ogle County 
Courthouse, working for 
a number of Ogle County 
judges. 

“I had a tremendous 
amount of respect for 
the judges,” Crull said. 
“Judge Mallon in partic-
ular would always come 
into my office and give me 
career and life advice and 
I always really respected 
and appreciated that. I 
also remember I was there 
when Judge Pemberton 
retired, and he sat on the 
bench for a great period 

of time after his last case. 
You could just see how 
important that was and 
how much that meant to 
him and how much he 
enjoyed that career. That 
always kind of stuck in 
my mind.”

Crull, 38, said he chose 
to apply for the associate 
judge position to help the 
community and make 
Ogle County a better 
place. He said he was 
“tremendously humbled” 
when he received news of 
his appointment. 

The biggest change for 
Crull will be working with 
both sides of cases, rather 
than just one as an attor-
ney. He thanked everyone 
at Tess, Crull & Arnquist 
for the past 10+ years.

Crull can trace his fam-
ily’s roots in Ogle County 
back to the early 1900s. 
He’s found receipts from 
that time of one of his 
great grandfathers selling 
items to another.

“I’ve been given and 
need to take advantage 
of an opportunity to help 
make Ogle County and 
the whole 15th Judicial 
Circuit the best place 

that I can,” Crull said. “I 
like the people here and 
want them to do well 
and I want more people 
to want to live here. It’s 
humbling, but very excit-
ing. It means a lot that that 
trust has been put in me 
and that I can hopefully 
use it to help our area.”

Crull said making sure 
people respect the court 
process, and making 
sure they feel respected 
during the process will be 
paramount to him on the 
bench. He wants to make 
sure people feel they have 
a fair and impartial judge. 

“Being able to help 
both sides is what I’m 
looking forward to most,” 
Crull said. “I’m looking 
forward to being able to 
have the time to listen to 
everybody. A lot of times 
as a lawyer you listen 
to the other side, but 
you’re listening in order 
to attack. I think it’ll be a 
lot nicer when I have the 
opportunity to just listen 
to both sides without 
predetermining anything 
and hearing out both sides 
in advance of making any 
determination.”

CRULL: Ogle County attorney 
appointed to serve as associate judge

Russell Crull received his undergraduate degree in 2009 from Western Illinois 
University in Macomb and his Juris Doctor in 2013 from Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY TAMMIE SLOUP 
FARMWEEK

ALREADY the 
world’s top eth-
anol producer, 

the U.S. exported a record 
1.75 billion gallons from 
September 2023 to August 
2024 — an increase of 43% 
from the previous market-
ing year.

And as more countries 
begin to shift to cleaner 
energy policies, that trend 
is expected to continue.

Leading the ethanol 
demand was Canada, im-
porting 655 million gallons, 
followed by the United 
Kingdom at 227 million 
gallons, India at 171 million 
gallons, the Netherlands 
at 97 million gallons and 
Colombia with 123 million 
gallons. This total does not 
include the 140.5 million 
gallons shipped to Japan in 
the form of ethyl tert-butyl 
ether.

“We applaud U.S. farm-
ers and producers for their 
outstanding efforts in in-
creasing exports this mar-
keting year, and especially 
to ethanol producers who 
continue their trajectory of 
outstanding growth to meet 
global market demands,” 
said Ryan LeGrand, U.S. 
Grains Council (USGC) 
president and CEO.

“While we are all taking 
time to celebrate the good 
news from the GIAF (grains 
in all forms) report, USGC 
staff members are already 
well into their work to make 
marketing year 2024-25 
even better for the U.S. 
agricultural industry and we 

look forward to continuing 
to develop markets, enable 
trade and improve lives on 
behalf of U.S. producers.”

While the U.S. agri-
cultural trade deficit is 
expected to balloon to a 
record $42.5 billion in fiscal 
year 2025, ethanol exports 
remain a bright spot. Export 
volumes are expected to 
edge up to a record 2 billion 
gallons, with a value reach-
ing $4.3 billion, according 
to USDA’s quarterly trade 
outlook.

U.S. ethanol is generally 
more price competitive 
with Brazilian product, 
the world’s second largest 
supplier, helping to boost 
global U.S. sales. U.S. 
industry continues to sup-
ply all imports to Canada, 
which has become the 
world’s largest ethanol 
importer. U.S. industry is 
the top foreign supplier 
to the EU and the United 
Kingdom, currently the 
world’s second and third 
largest ethanol importers. 
Other important markets, 
such as India, Colombia, 
South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Mexico and Peru, 
are seeing strong-to-record 
U.S. sales.

The window of arbitrage 
for U.S. sales to Brazil has 
remained mostly closed this 
year due to the 18% tariff 
on U.S. ethanol imports. 
And USDA recently an-
nounced Brazil has denied 
requests to remove its tariff 
on ethanol imports. In a 
statement, USDA said it’s 
the second time the Tariff 
Changes Committee of the 
Chamber of Foreign Trade 

rejected requests to reduce 
the ethanol tariff since its 
implementation.

Update on small refin-
ery exemptions

Both the Renewable 
Fuels Association and 
Growth Energy applauded 
the recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that it will 
hear arguments for moving 
small refinery exemption 
cases to the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

The Fifth Circuit was 
an improper venue to hear 
challenges on small refin-
ery exemptions under the 
Renewable Fuel Standard 
(RFS) because the Fifth Cir-
cuit opinion set up a clear 
split with several other cir-
cuit courts on the question 
of venue, the organizations 
wrote in a statement.

“The refining communi-
ty’s abuse of small refinery 
exemptions destroys de-
mand for biofuels nation-
wide, which negatively 
impacts farmers and bioeth-
anol producers regardless 
of where they operate,” 
according to the statement. 
“The economic and envi-
ronmental impact of this 
abuse does not recognize 
state lines. The decision in 
this case should strengthen 
the RFS by giving biofuel 
producers and their farm 
partners the certainty they 
deserve.”

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the 
Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

U.S. sets ethanol exports record

The U.S. exported a record 1.75 billion gallons from September 2023 to August 
2024, which is an increase of 43% from the previous marketing year.

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

JANESVILLE, Wis. 
– Sharon Kay Dvorak 
(Matheny), age 63, of 
Janesville, WI passed 
away peacefully Friday 
November 15, 2024 at 
home surrounded by her 
loved ones. Sharon bravely 
battled cancer, demon-
strating immense strength 
and resilience throughout 
her fight. Her courage is an 
inspiration to all who knew 
her. Born in Rochelle, IL 
on October 1, 1961 to 
William & Ruth Matheny 
(Kepkea). Sharon married 
the love of her life, Dean 
Dvorak, on February 13, 
1993. Together they built 
a life filled with love and 
adventure. Loving moth-
er to her sons, Michael 
& Andrew and doting 
grandmother to her cher-
ished grandchildren, Lily, 
Tanner and Olive. Her first 
granddaughter, Lily, held 
a special place in her heart 
and nothing brought Sha-

ron more joy than spending 
time with her. Sharon had a 
particular love for cooking 
and travel. Whether it was 
a short trip or a journey 
to her beloved Utah and 
Montana, she embraced 
each adventure with en-
thusiasm and a zest for life. 
Blessed with the gift of 
gab, Sharon loved to talk, 
often sharing her stories 
and laughter with friends 
and family. Her warmth, 
kindness and vibrant spirit 
will be deeply missed, and 
her legacy of love and joy 
will remain forever in our 
hearts.

She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Dean 
Dvorak; sons, Michael 
(Emily) Utley and Andrew 
(Nicci) Hill; sister, Sue 
(Mike) Davy; and numer-
ous nieces & nephews. 
She is predeceased by her 
parents, William “Bill” 
& Ruth Matheny; sisters, 
Vicki, Jessica, Diana and 

Marie Ann; and brothers, 
Brian and Alan.

Celebration of Life Me-
morial held at a later date. 
Cremation rites accord-
ed. Christenson Funeral 
Home is assisting with 
arrangements. Memorial 
gifts may be made in 
Sharon’s honor to most-
lymutts.org of Kennesaw, 
GA or your local humane 
society. www.rockfordfu-
nerals.com

Sharon Kay Dvorak 
(Matheny)

CHANA — The annu-
al Candlelight Christmas 
Event at the Chana United 
Methodist Church will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 7 
at the Chana UMC. This 
year the event will be held 
at 4 p.m. Please note the 
time change. The program 
will feature singer and song 
writer, Dan Holmes. Dan 
has performed in over 150 
churches in seven states and 

has done several European 
tours. His music will be 
both Christian and seasonal 
in nature bringing a gentle 
Christian message of hope.

Following the program 
a dessert/snack buffet will 
be held in the candlelit 
social hall.

There is no admission 
charge - a love offering will 
be taken for the presenter. 
A door prize drawing will 

be held at the close of the 
program and table favors 
will be available for all in 
the dining room.

All are welcome to at-
tend. Please call the church 
office at 815-732-7683, 
Carole Sutton at 815-595-
4559, or Pat Kloepping at 
815-453-2345 by Dec. 4 
if you plan to attend and 
have not been previously 
contacted.

ROCKFORD — Uni-
versity of Illinois Ex-
tension and Rock Valley 
College are hosting a His-
panic 4-H Juntos Family 
Experience for high school 
students and their families. 
Mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, from 
5:30-7 p.m. at Rock Valley 
College, Main Campus 

Stenstrom Center, at 3301 
N. Mulford Road in Rock-
ford. This event is present-
ed primarily in Spanish and 
includes presentations on 
admissions, financial aid, 
dual credit opportunities, 
and a panel of Latino uni-
versity students to discuss 
their college experience. 
Everyone is welcome.

If you have questions 
or need reasonable accom-
modations to participate 
in programming, contact 
Kathy Dombek at the 
DeKalb County Extension 
office at 815-758-8194. 
Early requests are strongly 
encouraged to allow suf-
ficient time to meet your 
needs.

Chana UMC Candlelight 
Christmas event is Dec. 7

Hispanic 4-H Juntos Family 
Experience set for Dec. 4

OREGON — Due to a 
lack of business, the reg-
ular monthly meeting of 
the Ogle County Region-
al Planning Commission 

scheduled for Thursday, 
Dec. 19 has been cancelled. 
The next meeting of the 
Regional Planning Com-
mission is scheduled for 

Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025, at 6 
p.m. at the Old Ogle County 
Court House, First Floor 
Conference Room #100, 
105 S. Fifth St., Oregon.

Planning Commission meeting canceled

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

RATCHETING 
up tariffs on 
U.S. imports of 

Chinese products would 
place a target on both 
U.S. soybeans and corn 
and create a ripple effect 
throughout rural econo-
mies, according to a new 
study.

Considerable discus-
sion has surrounded sug-
gestions of the U.S. esca-
lating tariffs on Chinese 
products, which prompted 
the National Corn Grow-
ers Association and Amer-
ican Soybean Association 
to request the World Ag-
ricultural Economic and 
Environmental Services 
(WAEES) to evaluate the 
impact a trade war would 
have on soybeans and corn 
today.

The conclusion of the 
study: A reignited trade 
war would reduce both 
U.S. soybean and corn 
prices and the combined 
production area of the 
two crops. The study 
forecasts Brazil and Ar-
gentina would claim the 
lost market share, likely 
lost to American farmers 
for decades.

As the top two export 
commodities for the U.S., 
corn and soybeans account 
for about one-fourth of 
total U.S. agricultural 
export value.

The study specifically 
investigated the impacts 
of another potential U.S. 
and China trade war in 
which China responds 
to U.S. punitive tariffs 
by imposing retaliatory 
tariffs on corn, soybeans, 
and soybean products 
(meal and oil), as would 
be expected given the 
2018 trade war and overall 
historical precedent.

“Corn and soybeans 
are prime targets for tar-
iffs as the top two export 

commodities for the U.S. 
As the largest exporting 
state in the country, Illinois 
farmers can expect to pay 
an extremely heavy price,” 
said Jeff Scates, chairman 
of the IL Corn Marketing 
Board and farmer in Shaw-
neetown.

ASA Chief Economist 
Scott Gerlt noted the 
U.S. agriculture sector 
is already going through 
a significant economic 
downturn.

“This work shows that 
a trade war would easily 
compound the adverse 
conditions that are placing 
financial stress on farm-
ers,” Gerlt said. “Even 
when a trade war officially 
ends, the loss of market 
share can be permanent.”

Researchers modeled 
several scenarios that 
could play out in a new 
U.S.-China trade war 
and found a consistent 
outcome:

Severe drop in U.S. 
exports to China. If China 
cancels its current waiver 
(from the 2020 Phase I 
agreement) and reverts 
to tariffs already on the 
books, U.S. soybean ex-
ports to China would, 
according to the study, fall 
14 to 16 million metric 
tons annually, an average 
decline of 51.8% from 
baseline levels expected 
for those years. U.S. corn 
exports to China would 
fall about 2.2 million 
metric tons annually, an 
average decline of 84.3% 
from the baseline expec-
tation.

Brazil and Argentina 
would benefit. Brazil 
and Argentina would in-
crease exports and gain 
valuable global market 
share. Chinese tariffs on 
soybeans and corn from 
the U.S. — but not Brazil 
— would provide incen-
tive for Brazilian farmers 
to expand production area 
even more rapidly than 
baseline growth.

No place to turn. While 
it is possible to divert 
exports to other nations, 
the study found there is 
insufficient demand from 
the rest of the world to 
offset the major loss of 

soybean exports to China 
to support the farmgate 
value.

The study found that a 
new trade war would lead 
to a steep drop in soy and 
corn prices, resulting in a 
ripple impact across the 
U.S., particularly in rural 
economies where farmers 
live, purchase inputs, use 
farm and personal services 
and purchase household 
goods. Other recent stud-
ies examining the effects 
of tariffs have arrived at 
similar findings.

In the 2018 trade war, 
the U.S. extended tariffs 
on steel and aluminum 
to several major trading 
partners and separately 
imposed tariffs on an ex-
tensive range of imported 
products from China. In 
response, China and other 
nations imposed retalia-
tory tariffs on numerous 
U.S. products, including 
many agricultural and 
food products. This led 
to significant reduction in 
U.S. agricultural exports 
to those nations. As a 
result of retaliatory tariffs 
from the onset in summer 
2018 through the end of 
2019, U.S. agricultural 
export losses exceeded 
$27 billion, with China 
accounting for about 95% 
of the value lost, according 
to USDA.

“Farmers are definitely 
concerned about trade,” 
said Michael Langemeier, 
an agricultural economist 
from Purdue University 
who helps author the 
Purdue University/CME 
Group Ag Economy Ba-
rometer. “We don’t ask 
specific questions related 
to tariffs in the Ag Econ-
omy Barometer, but one 
question we do ask is if 
they expect exports to in-
crease, decrease or stay the 
same? Really, this is the 
most pessimistic they’ve 
been for about five years 
with regard to trade.”

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com. 

Study shows tariff-induced trade 
war would hurt U.S. farmers

A tow enters the lock chamber moving upstream at Brandon Road Lock and Dam 
in Joliet. A new study finds any trade disruptions could prove costly to the ag 
industry. 

(PHOTO COURTESY OF U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT)

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
OREGON — On Nov. 

19, deputies responded to 
the 1,500 block of North 
Mulford Road, Rochelle, 
in response to a personal 
injury accident. After an 
investigation, it was learned 
that a gray-colored Toyota 
driven by Jesse Morales, 44, 
of Cherry Valley, attempted 
to overtake a blue-colored 
Chevrolet hauling a farm 
implement driven by Scott H 
Bohne, 34, of Sycamore. The 
Toyota struck the Chevrolet 
as the Chevrolet attempted to 
enter a private drive. Morales 

was transported to the area 
hospital for non-life-threat-
ening injuries. Morales was 
cited for improper passing. 
Bohne was cited for no 
slow-moving vehicle plac-
ard. Deputies were assisted 
at the scene by Rochelle Fire 
and EMS.

On Nov. 20, the Ogle 
County Special Operations 
unit conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 88 westbound 
at mile marker 75. After an 
investigation, the driver, 
Steven Rockwood, 72, of 
Dixon, was arrested on a Lee 

County warrant for delivery 
of methamphetamine. The 
passenger, John Lance, 58, 
of Dixon, was arrested for 
possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine) and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Rock-
wood was released from 
the scene with a future court 
date in Lee County. Lance 
was transported to the Ogle 
County jail to be processed 
and was released on a notice 
to appear. 

All individuals are inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
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Solar
The board unanimously 

approved a floating com-
mercial sunscription agree-
ment with US Solar during 
the meeting. The agreement 
regards a community solar 
project the county will be 
taking part in.

The county will see a 
$12,000 reduction in its 
electric bills due to the proj-

ect. The agreement does not 
require an investment by the 
county. A community solar 
project, farm or garden is 
a solar power installation 
that accepts capital from 
and provides output credit 
and tax benefits to multiple 
customers, including indi-
viduals, businesses, non-
profits, and other investors. 
Community solar helps 
the state to meet its clean 
energy goals and utilizes 

state incentive programs.
Ogle County will be 

involved with eight local 
community solar gardens 
in the region. The power 
from the solar gardens will 
go onto ComEd’s system.

Siting
The board voted 23-0 

to revise its solar and wind 
energy facility siting and 
operating ordinance to 
now include language for 

siting within 1.5 miles of 
municipalities (villages, 
towns or cities). Those mu-
nicipal boards will now get 
consideration on projects 
sited within 1.5 miles of 
their limits and solar and 
wind applications must 
be formally presented to 
those entities to make sure 
impacts are considered.

Budget
The board voted unan-

imously to approve its 
fiscal year 2025 budget 
and appropriations during 
the meeting. The new bud-
get’s general fund revenue 
total is $19,559,518 with 
general fund expenses at 
$19,208,072. The county’s 
general fund levy is listed 
at $5,595,000.

Total appropriations 
in the budget are listed at 
$63,705,603 with total levy 
at $14,294,200.

ARPA
The Ogle County board 

voted unanimously to 
approve federal American 
Rescue Plan Act fund-
ing requests including a 
$500,841 transfer to its 
general fund and $621.59 
and $190 expenditures for 
Larson & Darby Architec-
ture for preliminary work 
on county construction 
projects.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The board voted unanimously Tuesday on resolutions in honor of Board Chairman John Finfrock (R-District 7, Mt. Morris), Board Member Thomas K. Smith (right) 
(R-District 2, Rochelle) and Ogle County Coroner Lou Finch (left). Finfrock, Smith and Finch did not seek reelection for their positions.

OGLE: County Board approves community solar agreement on Tuesday evening

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church 
is a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith and harvesting love. 
Worship time begins at 9 a.m. followed by fellowship at 10 a.m. Sunday school 
is conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

A little less than 
t w o  w e e k s 
ago, we held 

our elections.  Although 
some of those elected to 
their terms were not those 
I would have chosen, I 
am pleased that so many 
of us, who were regis-
tered, showed up at the 
polls.  In Ogle County, 
76.6 percent, more than 
three quarters of those 
registered, voted.  Thank 
you for performing your 
civic duty to this great 
country of ours!

To those that feel they 
were not represented in 
this election, and who 
may be anxious about 
the future, I can only say 
that they should keep 
informed and involved 
with what happens in the 
future.  Make sure your 
voice is heard, on social 
media, in letters to the 
editor of your newspaper, 
and, as much as possible, 

in your everyday con-
versations.  Remember, 
arguments are not con-
versations, and do not end 
up with positive change.

I do hope that those 
things I have been writing 
about in the past several 
months do not become 
reality.  I would love to 
be proven wrong about 
them.  But, as I mentioned 
before, we must keep 
informed and involved 
always.  In elections of the 
past decade or so, many 
of those that have been 
elected seem to be look-
ing out for themselves 
and leaving us to fend 
for ourselves.  This is not 
democracy.  Therefore, 
we must be vigilant in 
our research of our candi-
dates, of the votes of our 
elected officials, and the 
outcomes of those votes.

Whether we like it or 
not, to keep our democ-
racy, this vigilance must 

continue.  We cannot sit 
back and let social media, 
mainstream media, or any 
other kind of media tell 
us what to think, say, or 
do.  We can, however, 
use all these forms of 
information to compare, 
and review, then perform 
our due diligence 
and come to our 
own conclusions.  
Any other way is 
just following the 
herd.  That is not 
what we, or our 
forefathers want.  
We are indepen-
dent and, there-
fore, free.

One thing I 
have noticed about this 
election is that there have 
been few, if any, voters 
saying the election was 
rigged, or stolen.  There 
is now a consensus that 
this was a free and fair 
election.  There have been 
no extreme changes made 

to our election systems 
in the past four years.  
The only changes I have 
seen are the states trying 
to purge voting rolls and 
add restrictions to voting.  
Even President-Elect 
Trump, I believe, has not 
said a word about it.  It 

is interesting how 
things can change 
from one election 
to another.

All in all, our 
election systems 
have been doing 
the job they have 
set out to do.  Ev-
ery time.  As an 
Election Judge, I 
do my very best 

every election to make 
sure our elections are 
fair and represented.  At 
least in Ogle County, our 
Judges have performed 
their due diligence and 
brought to our voters the 
best election processes 
possible according to the 

county and the State of 
Illinois.

To those of us who are 
still anxious and fearful 
for our future, please 
hang in there.  Remember 
what I said previously and 
keep informing yourself 
in your free time.  If you 
are still wondering about 
our democratic state, 
consider that we have 
been in this democracy 
for 248 years.  We have 
been through many kinds 
of attacks on it.  We have 
kept steadfast every time.  
Sometimes, there were 
attacks that ended unre-
alized.  Sometimes the 
attacks did not have real 
backing and fell apart.  
A few have been very 
aggressive, but we have 
withstood them and still 
have our democracy.

Even though we have 
been a “me” society 
at various times in the 
past, we usually end up 

an “us” society.  After 
all, most of us help 
our neighbors up when 
they fall, right?  Most 
of us are there helping 
our children, and their 
children succeed, right?  
Many of us donate time 
and money to victims of 
storms, earthquakes, in-
cursions, fires, and other 
disasters, right?  This is 
called an “us” society.  
Sharing, loving, help-
ing, and caring are not 
“me” things.  So, when 
it comes to government, 
we should make a stand, 
decision, or other effort 
in the very same way.

We are the oldest, 
most powerful, most 
giving democracy on 
earth.  Let it be for the 
“us” because if we do 
it for the “me” we are 
doomed to be the new-
est, least powerful, most 
undemocratic nation on 
earth.

AM O N G  t h e 
f o u r  m a i n 
branches of 

technology is communi-
cation technology. It is 
the phenomena that occurs 
when humans use tools, 
machines, knowledge, and 
resources to control their 
environment by sending 
and receiving messages 
to other humans, or more 
simply to another location. 
Because communication 
technology has great influ-
ence over how we live our 
lives and how we interact 
with the rest of the world, 
it is important to take 
time to analyze and un-
derstand communication 
technology systems. By 
understanding more about 
these systems that shape 
our world we can become 
more comfortable with 
using them and adapting 
as they evolve and change. 
We can notice the similar-
ities and differences they 
have with other systems 
we are more familiar 
with. It is empowering to 
understand more about 
how powerful our com-
munication systems have 
become, and to understand 
how they work.

All communication 

technology involves mes-
sages. These messages are 
composed of data or infor-
mation which are general 
terms used to describe the 
message content. Data 
are relatively small, in-
dividual, unorganized, 
and essentially useless 
“bits” of messages, while 
information is larger col-
lections of organized data. 
If we think of a message 
written by hand, data 
may be thought of as the 
individual letters we use. 
By themselves, the letters 
mean nothing except to 
represent a sound or the 
ancient idea from which 
they evolved from. But 
when combined in an 
organized way to create 
words and sentences, data 
becomes the information 
the written message con-
tains.

As I discussed in a 
previous article, in the 
early part of the 1800s the 
fastest way to move a mes-
sage over a long distance 
was to have it optically 
displayed where another 
person far away could use 
a telescope to see it, or to 
have it physically carried 
by a person riding a horse, 
or by train, or boat. Carrier 

pigeons trained to return 
to their home could also 
physically carry messages 
long distance. But all of 
these methods had their 
drawbacks. They did not 
handle large messages 
well, and may have taken 
days, weeks, or months – 
and that may have been 
just one way! Imagine liv-
ing in a world when send-
ing just a single message 
would take that long. This 
need for people to com-
municate as fast 
as possible caused 
other technolo-
gies to advance as 
well. Postal ser-
vice roads were 
constructed to en-
able reliable routes 
for horses to travel 
just to carry mes-
sages. Faster boats 
and locomotives 
were developed to help 
carry the messages people 
wanted to exchange.

But our need for faster 
and faster communication 
was not close to being sat-
isfied, and with the discov-
ery and eventual control of 
electrical energy, thought-
ful entrepreneurs realized 
that electricity may be able 
to be used for more than 

just lighting lamps and 
spinning motors.

The word telegraph 
was first used in 1793 
in the Times of Lon-
don. It comes from the 
French word télégraphe, 
which is a combination 
of the Greek words tele, 
meaning “distant,” and 
graphein, meaning “to 
write”. The word was used 
to describe the optical 
semaphore system invent-
ed by Claude Chappe in 

France in 1792. 
This system in-
volved a series of 
relay towers with 
rotating arms or 
panels that could 
be moved into dif-
ferent positions to 
spell out messag-
es. Operators at 
each tower would 
use telescopes to 

watch the neighboring 
tower and pass messages 
on. The technique was 
brutally slow, limited to 
very small messages, and 
was not private because 
anyone could view the 
messages.

During the 1830s, 
Samuel Morse was a 
successful painter who 
became interested in the 

possibility of an electric 
device that could be used 
to send messages. He envi-
sioned being able to send 
messages privately with 
extreme speed. He patent-
ed a telegraph prototype in 
1837. In 1844 he sent the 
first message over the first 
long-distance telegraph 
line, which stretched be-
tween Washington, D.C., 
and Baltimore. The mes-
sage was: “What hath God 
wrought?” An ominous 
reflection on the uncertain 
capability his invention 
possessed.

To transmitted messag-
es over the wires with elec-
tricity, Morse developed 
a code composed of only 
two signals – a “dot” (or 
“dit”), a “dash” (or “dah”), 
and pauses of time. “dahs” 
lasted for three times the 
length of a “dit”, and 
letters and words were 
separated by pauses equal 
to three or seven “dits”. 
This was a binary type of 
code which could be used 
to encode letters of the 
alphabet, numbers, and 
other characters.

The first telegraphs 
used a rolling paper tape, 
and a stylus attached to an 
electromagnetic solenoid 

to make marks on the pa-
per which corresponded 
to the “dits” and “dahs” 
received. Over time, peo-
ple trained themselves 
to skillfully operate the 
sending and receiving 
tools necessary to encode 
and decode the Morse 
code by tapping an electric 
switch and listening to 
the “dits” and “dahs”. If 
you’ve spent some time 
watching movies about 
the old Western United 
States, you are certain to 
have watch a scene or two 
featuring telegraph opera-
tors sending or receiving 
important news.

In fact, for those of you 
curious about coding and 
the history of communi-
cation, the development 
of Morse code from paper 
to sound, and to radio is 
fascinating indeed!

Kurt Wolter has studied 
and taught technology, 
including production, 
transportation, energy, 
and communication, for 
over 30 years. He enjoys 
trying to understand tech-
nology and its past, pres-
ent, and future while also 
attempting journalism. He 
can be reached at techno-
history100@gmail.com.

Wolter: The advent of the telegraph

Harris: Consider this: ‘Me’ vs. ‘Us’

Reed
Harris
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Oct. 29 - Norene Bunger, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 30 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Oct. 31 - Amy Springmire, Rochelle, $250

Nov. 1 - Sue Snyder, Phoenix, $25

Nov. 2 - Ryan Neuenkirchen, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 3 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 4 - Kimberly Lumzy, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 5 - Jeff Stevens, Excelsior, Minnesota, $25

Nov. 6 - Taylor Thomas, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 7 - Angela Dobson, Stillman Valley, $25

Nov. 8 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 9 - Willow Frye, Paw Paw, $25

Nov. 10 - HOPE of Ogle County, $50

Nov. 11 - Fred Warning, Rochelle, $250

Nov. 12 - Marcy Schnorr, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 13 - Jeffrey Mann, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 14 - Carol Nikolanci, Oregon, $25

Nov. 15 - RACF, $25

Nov. 16 - Araceli Carrillo, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 17 - RACF, $50

Nov. 18 - Focus House, $25

Nov. 19 - Megan Goy, Oregon, $25

Nov. 20 - RACF, $25

Nov. 21 - Bradley Fritz, Dixon, $25

Nov. 22 - Brigette Beckman, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 23 - Tracy Pointer, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Jason O’Neil, Dixon, $50

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $250
CURRENT JACKPOT: $15,163

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 24

Brenda Jones
 

Nov. 27
Makayla Ludwig

 
Nov. 29

Sam South

 Dec. 1
Josh Perkins

Kennedy Smith
Brooks Bridgeman

 Dec. 2
Dylan Rosenbach

Dec. 3
Annabelle Sexton

Ty Vongsiri
 

Dec. 4
Teresa Dodillet

 

Dec. 6
Kelly Smith

Dec. 7
Pat Primrose

Dec. 9
Russell & Marlys Bennett 

(69 years)

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

On Saturday, Nov. 16, the Rochelle 
Township High School music 

department had two students 
participate in the ILMEA District 8 
Band & Choir Festival in DeKalb. 

Lucas Smardo (senior) performed as 
a bass in the senior choir, and 

Christian Mascote (junior) per-
formed on trombone in the senior 

band. Both of them spent all 
Saturday in rigorous rehearsals 

with guest conductors, and both 
groups gave a combined concert in 

the evening. (Courtesy photos)

RTHS’s Smardo, Mascote 
participate in ILMEA Festival
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125 S. 4th Street,  
Oregon, IL 61061
815-222-7115
beambb.com

Don’t forget a

for the BEAUTYBEAUTY
on your list!

BEAM
beauty + wellness

SL
11

25
20

24

$79 
Signature 

Hydrafacial

(must present offer coupon upon 
receipt of services)

for New BEAM Clients!

Model Car Kits, 
Slot Cars, Die 

Cast Cars, 
Rockets & More

HOBBY
SHOP

10%10% OffOff
Offer good with coupon. Expires 12/31/2024

EST. 1997Brian’s

1211 S. 4th Street Suite 1, DeKalb
815-758-4801 
M-F 2PM-7PM | Sat 11AM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4PM
                                                                   Call First

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

Brian’sBrian’sBrian’sBrian’s

SL
11

25
20

24113 N. 4th Street 
Oregon, IL
815-732-2374
brooksjewelers.net

Your Holiday Jeweler for 
Jewelry Repairs
Jewelry Cleaning & Inspection
Jewelry Remounts & Restoration
Custom Jewelry
Engagement Rings
Bridal Jewelry
& More!

Holiday   Season!
Come see what your local jewelry 

store can do for you this

Stor e Hours:
Tue-Fri 11a-7p
Sat 9a-5p
Closed Sunday & Monday

SL
11

25
20

24

Engagement Rings

Stor e Hours:

Shop Our Local Shop Our Local 
Unique Boutique!Unique Boutique!

Buy 1 Package
GET 2ND PACKAGE

1/2 OFF!
ALL PACKAGES INCLUDED*. Give a gift of wellness!

Offer good with coupon. 

Red Light  • Cocoon • Tanning
Celestial Sun Wellnes Spa Boutique & Tanning

8725 N IL Rt 2 • Byron • 815-234-5588
*packages never expire and can be shared

Gift Cards 
Available

‘Tis the Season to Look
Your Most fa-la-la-la-Lovely

Hair | Skin | Massage | Nails | Tanning | Waxing | Lashes

Buy 1 Package
 PACKAGE

11252024

Raku Potteryworks • Candles • Red Light 
Therapy Bed • Cocoon Wellness Pod •

Purses • Jewelery • Scarves •
CC Hats & Much More!

Cruisin’Cruisin’ I-39I-39$5 Off
Your meal 

($15.00 minimum 
purchase)

Expires 12-31-24

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Dinner

815-393-7091 
5532 N Limestone Rd, 

Monroe Center, IL

SL11252024

Follow us on
Facebook
for deals and events!

$10
MATCH
PLAY

MUST BE 21 OR OLDER & SHOW VALID ID TO REDEEM
One per person per visit, must present coupon. 

May not combine with any other offer or 
promotion. Cruisin’ I-39 has the right to refuse or 

revoke offer at any time. 
EXPIRES 12-31-24

Cruisin’ I-39
Your Family 
& Your Horse 
Will Find It All 
At Diamond G 
Western Store 

Diamond G Western Store  
815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd, Rochelle IL
diamondgranchandwesternstore.net

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024

VOTED

Store Hours: 
M, W, TH, F, Sat 

10:00AM-4:30PM, 
Sun 12AM-4PM, 

Closed Tuesday

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

Mosey On Out And Put     Your Rear In Our Gear

Since 1972
G

WESTERN STORE

Clothing  Boots 
 Hats  Belts  
Buckles  Jewlery  
Tack & Bits  Horse 
Care Products & 
Supplies 

Earn Cash 
Back ARIAT 

Hoilday 
Rebate 
11/24-

12/24/24

HAPPILY HANDMADE 815
312 W. WASHINGTON ST. SUITE A

OREGON, IL 61061
815-595-5778

Offering Classes in Candle Making, Wood 
Carving, Pottery, Painted Glass, Bubble 

Glazing, Fiber & More!
See webiste for a complete list of 

December Classes

815-595-5778

$5off
Purchase of $30 or 
more
(no additional discounts - must 
present coupon with purchase)
Expires 12-15-24

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2969

M� lin’s & The Other
    Side Boutique

Come visit Merlins 
& the Other Side 

Boutique
Big City Style ~

Small Town 
Charm! 

30%off
All Greenhouse Plants
(Blooming and Green- Hundreds 
to choose from)
Expires 12-2-24

11222024

New M� chandise A� ives Daily!

UKULELE STATION AMERICA UKULELE STATION AMERICA 
&& OREGON MUSIC GARAGEOREGON MUSIC GARAGE

1000 Washington Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061
(815) 994-1246

Acoustic Guitars • Electric Guitars  Acoustic Guitars • Electric Guitars  
Bass Guitars • Banjos • Mandolins  Bass Guitars • Banjos • Mandolins  

Ukuleles • Accessories • and More!Ukuleles • Accessories • and More!

UkuleleStationAmerica.com
OregonMusicGarage.com

11202023

Follow us on

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM 
& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

11202023

Ch� se H� melCh� se H� mel ®® F� ds  F� ds 
f�  the H� idays!f�  the H� idays!

Ch� se H� melCh� se H� mel ®® F� ds  F� ds 
f�  the H� idays!f�  the H� idays!

Find � e Perfect Find � e Perfect 
Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!Gift � is Season!

•••• eat •••• drink •••• shop •••• live ••••

815-543-6864
Text or Call to Place an 

Order Today!
Text or Call to Place an 

115 W 2nd St, Byron IL 
velvetpoppyfl oral.com
         @velvetpoppyfl oral

Floral Design, Boutique 
Clothing, Unique Gifts & More!

Always a good 
stocking stuffer

Gift Cards 
Available

Visit our website or Facebook page
for holiday hours, events, and savings!

11252024
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RTHS Wrestling

SPORTS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
 
The Rochelle Hub football team finished 
with a 10-2 overall record this season. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Boys Basketball

SALES

SERVICE

PARTS

WESTSIDE
TRUCK CENTER, INC. 

815-923-0100815-923-0100
westsidetruckcenter.comwestsidetruckcenter.com

Congratulations Congratulations 
on a great seasonon a great season

hubshubs

RN
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C

!!

Hubs return to the mat room
State medalists Morris, Villalobos headline varsity wrestlers back this season

Senior Kaiden Morris is one of three IHSA state qualifiers back for the Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team for 
the 2024-25 season. Morris finished second in Class 2A at the 215-pound weight class last season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
wrestling team is back 
in the mat room for the 
2024-25 season. After 
reaching the IHSA Dual 
State Championship last 
season, Rochelle re-
turns with another loaded 
roster featuring three 
IHSA state qualifiers and 
several IHSA sectional 
qualifiers.

The Hubs hosted their 
first practice of the season 
on Monday and Rochelle 
will compete against 
Dixon and Burlington 
Central on Tuesday, Nov. 
26. The Hubs, who went 
24-7 last season, are look-
ing to defend their Inter-
state 8 title once again. 
Rochelle welcomes back 
three talented, state-qual-
ifying seniors including 
two-time state qualifier 
Grant Gensler, two-time 
state medalist Xavier Vil-
lalobos and state medalist 
Kaiden Morris, who took 
second at 220 pounds last 
season. 

“We pride ourselves 
on having a specific 
identity,” head coach 
Alphonso Vruno said. 
“We tell our kids they’re 
going to work hard. Our 
kids come from all walks 

of life and I’m always 
surprised by how hard our 
kids work year after year. 
I’m excited to help them 
get better at wrestling. 
We have a lot of returning 
kids who’ve wrestled at 
high levels. Some of the 
kids who haven’t made 
it to the state tournament 
did a lot of work in the 
spring and even wrestled 
at Fargo in the summer.”

Juniors Roman Vil-
lalobos, Brenden Voight 
and Freddie Hernandez 
are back after qualifying 
for sectionals and win-
ning over 30 matches last 
season. Juniors Deegan 
Schabacker and Keagan 
Albers also return as sec-
tional qualifiers. Sopho-
mores Josh Lassiter and 
Hadley Losoya, as well as 
freshman Aidan Lopez, 
are three underclassmen 
to watch when the Hubs 
wrestle this winter. 

“We’re looking for 
Xavier to take it to the 
next level and set the tone 
for our team,” Vruno said. 
“He’s itching to get back 
to the state finals… Bren-
den put a lot of time in 
over the spring and we’re 
really excited about him. 
Josh has continued to 
wrestle since last Febru-
ary and we’re excited to 
see where he’s at. Grant’s 
chasing down a state 

medal and we thought he 
would be in contention 
for one last year until his 
ankle injury. Roman’s a 
really dangerous kid and 
we’re thinking that 190 
will be a good spot for 
him. Kaiden’s ranked No. 
1 right now and hasn’t 
stopped wrestling since 
February. We’re really 
excited for some of the 

individuals on this team.”
In addition to the boys, 

Rochelle returns two 
talented girls in senior 
state medalist Dempsey 
Atkinson and junior Cam-
myla Macias. The Hubs 
will compete in multiple 
tournaments including 
the Giardini Invitational 
at Rockford East, the 
Don Flavin Invitational 

at DeKalb, the Sycamore 
Invitational and the Marty 
Williams Invitational 
at Mahomet-Seymour. 
Rochelle will begin the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
schedule with a road 
match at Kaneland on 
Thursday, Dec. 12.

“We’re really focusing 
on individuals and indi-
vidual success,” Vruno 

said. “We want our indi-
viduals to win regional 
championships and we 
want to have more state 
qualifiers than Rochelle 
has ever had. We want 
to bring home more state 
medals than we’ve ever 
had. We think the team 
will be successful if we 
can have our individuals 
be successful.” 

Rochelle returns to the hardwood for 2024-25 season
I-8 All-Conference forward Bruns highlights players back for Hubs this winter

Senior Carson Lewis is one of three starters back for the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team for the 2024-25 
season. Rochelle will open the season at the Strombom Thanksgiving Tournament in Sycamore next week.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity bas-
ketball team returned to the 
court on Monday, when the 
purple and white held their 
first practice of the 2024-
25 season. The Hubs are 
returning multiple starters 
and are looking to build on 
a strong regional showing 
last winter.

Rochelle will tip off the 
season at the Strombom 
Thanksgiving Tournament 
in Sycamore on Wednes-
day, Nov. 27. The Hubs, 
who went 11-22 overall 
and 3-7 in the Interstate 
8 last season, return three 
starters including senior 
guards Carson Lewis and 
Elijah Harley. Sophomore 
forward Brody Bruns also 
returns after earning All-
Conference honors as a 
freshman.

“I think we have some 
varsity experience on our 
roster,” head coach Tim 
Thompson said. “It’s go-
ing to take some time to 
get our kids back into the 
gym and into basketball 
shape. We’ll have to ease 
into things because we 
can’t win a regional in 
November, but we can win 
a regional in February… I 
think that, as the year goes 
on, one of our strengths 
will be our 3-point shoot-
ing.”

Rochelle welcomes 

back a pair of juniors in 
guard Van Gerber and for-
ward Brode Metzger, who 
each received extended 
minutes at the varsity level 
last season. The Hubs will 
have plenty of new faces in 
the fold, as sophomore for-
ward Warren Schweitzer 
and freshman guard Cohen 
Haedt could take on varsity 
roles this season. Junior 
guards Martiese Pogue and 
Reece Harris, along with 
senior guard Jack Tilton, 
are three more names to 
watch as the season pro-
gresses.

“We’re going to have 
to focus on our team de-
fense,” Thompson said. “I 
thought we had too many 
breakdowns last season. 
We played a lot of really 
good teams last season and 
we’re going to play a lot 
of really good teams this 
season… If we’re a better 
collective defensive team, 
I think we’ll have a chance 
to be really successful. 
We’re going to lean on 
Carson and Elijah for 
leadership. They’ve both 
played for me for three 
years and they’ve played 
a lot of minutes.”

Rochelle will begin the 
Interstate 8 schedule with 
a road game against Syca-
more on Friday, Dec. 6. The 
Hubs will compete in three 
tournaments including the 
Strombom Thanksgiving 
Tournament as well as 
the E.C. Nichols Holiday 

Classic in Marengo and 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Tournament at Pecatonica. 
With Rochelle set to host 
a sectional tournament this 
season, Thompson said 
the goal for the Hubs will 

be finding a way to win a 
regional championship.

“We want to compete 
and give all of the teams 
in our conference a good 
game, but our main goal 
will be finding a way to win 

a regional because we’re 
hosting a sectional here,” 
Thompson said. “We’re 
pushing to be really good 
in February and I thought 
we played really well 
in the regional last year. 

Hopefully that’s lingered 
in the minds of some of 
our kids because some of 
those kids had really big 
minutes in that regional. 
We want to find a way to 
get to a sectional.”
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SPORTS
RTHS Football

Hubs return to state quarterfinals in historic season
RTHS records first 10-win season since 2003, makes playoffs for four straight year

The Rochelle Hub varsity football team went 10-2 overall and 4-1 in the Interstate 8 Conference this season. Rochelle won 10 games for the 
first time since 2003 and reached the state quarterfinals for the second time in three seasons.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
2024 season was a cul-
mination of years of 
development seen within 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
football program over 
the course of multiple 
seasons. With 20 seniors 
leading the way, includ-
ing several seniors who 
returned as three or even 
four-year starters, Ro-
chelle turned in a success-
ful season that featured 
historic individual and 
group accolades.

The Hubs finished 
with a 10-2 overall record 
while taking second in the 
Interstate 8 with a 4-1 con-
ference record. Rochelle 
returned to the playoffs 
for a fourth straight sea-
son and clinched a berth 
in the state quarterfinals 
for the second time in 
three seasons. The Hubs 
entered the playoffs as the 
No. 7 ranked team in Class 
5A and won 10 games for 
the first time since 2003.

“This was a special 
group of kids who com-
plemented each other 
really well,” head coach 
Kyle Kissack said. “It 
came down to their com-
petitiveness, not only 
as individuals but as a 
group. They were compet-
itive amongst each other, 
whether it was in a group 
drill or an individual drill. 
They had genuine love 
and care for one another 
and their intentions to buy 
in and be a team really 
stood out. We had a lot 
of different personalities 
that brought out the best 
in each other.”

Rochelle won as many 
as seven games in a row 
and knocked off three 
opponents from the Chi-
cago Catholic League 
including Marian Catho-
lic, Marmion Academy 
and Benet Academy. The 
Hubs churned out historic 
numbers on offense, scor-
ing 39.3 points and post-

ing an average of 394.5 
yards per game. Rochelle 
rushed for 4,241 yards 
and for the first time in 
school history, the Hubs 
saw three running backs 
exceed 1,000 yards on the 
ground in the same season.

“We were able to be 
balanced offensively,” 
Kissack said. “The bal-
ance really set us apart on 
offense. This year, we had 
three running backs who 
were really dynamic and 
physical. Not only did they 
carry the ball well, but 
they were really important 
pieces in our blocking 
scheme. Up front, most 
of those kids had played 
with each other for two 
full seasons. Their ability 
to work together and com-
municate with each other 
was a credit to the time 
and energy they put in.”

Rochelle was no slouch 
on defense, either. The 
Hubs generated 38 tackles 
for loss, 19 sacks and 20 
pass breakups in addition 

to six interceptions and 
five forced fumbles. Ro-
chelle limited opponents 
to 18.5 points per game 
and 14 players recorded 
at least 10 tackles this 
season. 

“We had very athletic 
and fast strikers at the sec-
ond and third levels of our 
defense,” Kissack said. 
“They rallied really well 
to the ball and they tackled 
in space really well. We 
paired that with bringing 
in three fresh defensive 
linemen into the game and 
we had two full groups of 
players who were dynamic 
and put a lot of pressure on 
quarterbacks this year. I’m 
really happy with how our 
defense has transitioned 
and grown over the last 
few years since we in-
stalled it.”

As Rochelle attempts to 
reload for the 2025 season, 
the Hubs will lose eight 
senior starters on offense 
and eight senior starters on 
defense. Tailback Grant 

Gensler (1,485 rushing 
yards and 25 touchdowns) 
now ranks sixth all-time in 
rushing yards for a season 
and second all-time in 
rushing touchdowns for a 
season. Quarterback Car-
son Lewis threw for 493 
yards and six touchdowns 
with only two intercep-
tions. Rochelle will lose 
tight end Jack Pavlak and 
starting linemen Kaiden 
Morris, Jack Carmichael, 
Alex Pemberton and 
Colton Czekala.

Defensively, Rochelle 
will lose three defensive 
backs including safeties 
Grant Gensler (26 tackles 
and two interceptions), 
Elijah Harley (25 tackles 
and two interceptions) 
and cornerback Xavier 
Villalobos (50 tackles 
and two fumble recover-
ies). The Hubs will lose 
two linebackers includ-
ing Brandyn Metzger 
(34 tackles and one sack) 
and Ethan Goodwin (79 
tackles, two sacks, one 

interception), who now 
ranks eighth all-time in 
tackles for a single season.

Ryan Senne (28 tackles 
and four sacks), Kaiden 
Morris (20 tackles, two 
sacks, two fumble recov-
eries), Colton Czekala (13 
tackles and two sacks) and 
Jack Pavlak (11 tackles 
and two sacks) are among 
the senior defensive line-
men who will be departing 
from the roster.

“The kids we’ll have 
back have been through 
some big wins and some 
tough losses,” Kissack 
said. “With the younger 
group coming in and try-
ing to fill some of those 
roles, it’ll be important 
for our returning kids 
to communicate what 
the standard is… Those 
moments sometimes get 
lost and it may feel like a 
routine, but this is more 
than just a routine. Every 
moment matters.”

Rochelle will have key 
players eligible to return 

on both sides of the ball. 
Sophomore wingback 
Dylan Manning (1,250 
rushing yards and 18 
touchdowns) and junior 
fullback Roman Villalo-
bos (1,111 rushing yards 
and 14 touchdowns) high-
light the running backs 
eligible to return, while 
sophomore lineman Adam 
Cobos and junior tight end 
Brode Metzger are two 
more starters who’re able 
to come back next season. 

Juniors Gavin Neale 
(58 tackles, 2.5 sacks, 
one forced fumble and 
one fumble recovery) 
and Brode Metzger (32 
tackles, 2.5 sacks and 
one fumble recovery) are 
two starting linebackers 
eligible to return next 
season. Junior lineman 
Markell Pogue (28 tack-
les, 1.5 sacks) and sopho-
more cornerback Dylan 
Manning (34 tackles, one 
interception) are both 
eligible to return for the 
Hubs in 2025.

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereStorage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-561-2153. Give us a call at 815-561-2153. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service 815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on 
our Service Directory.

24/7  
Emergency Service

Water Softener

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020
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SPORTS
NIU Football

RMS Boys Basketball

Rochelle Middle School seventh-graders 
score win over DeKalb Huntley

The Rochelle Middle School seventh-grade boys 
basketball team picked up a 31-22 victory against 

DeKalb Huntley on Tuesday evening. Above, 
Kamden Kessen (left) pushes the ball up the court 

and Maddex Jackson (right) attempts to dribble 
around a DeKalb defender. Below, Korbin Milos 

dribbles in between two DeKalb defenders.

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Huskies fall against Miami (Ohio) to move to 6-5 on season
RedHawks score 17 points in first half to beat NIU, earn sixth straight victory
OXFORD, Ohio – De-

spite a dominating perfor-
mance by the Northern 
Illinois University defense 
in the second half, Miami 
(Ohio) was able to make 
its 17 first-half points hold 
up and went on to claim 
a 20-9 victory over NIU 
Tuesday night at Yager 
Stadium.

 The RedHawks won 
their sixth consecutive 
game to improve to 6-1 in 
the MAC and 7-4 overall, 
while NIU fell to 6-5, 3-4 
in the league.

 While the Huskie de-
fense rebounded from a 
slow start to record four 
quarterback sacks and 
hold Miami to four first 
downs and just 74 yards 
in the second half, the 
RedHawks’ defense was 
just as stout, sacking NIU 
quarterback Ethan Hamp-
ton four times and holding 
the Huskies to 128 rushing 
yards on 40 carries in the 
game.  

“They beat us at our 
game,” said NIU head 
coach Thomas Hammock. 

“They were more physical 
than us; we have to look 
ourselves in the mirror 
and look to get better and 
respond. We have to play 
better for four quarters.”

 Trailing 17-0, NIU 
got on the board four 
seconds before halftime 
on Kanon Woodill’s 47-
yard field goal to cut the 
deficit to 17-. The score 
came after the Huskies’ 
Jashon Prophete picked 
off Miami quarterback 
Brett Gabbert at the 50 
and returned it 19 yards 
to the Miami 31. The in-
terception was the first of 
Prophete’s career.

 Held to 81 yards and 
five first downs in the first 
half, the NIU offense was 
able to put together drive 
beginning in the third 
quarter, marching from its 
25 to the Miami 32 on the 
opening possession of the 
half. On fourth and five, 
Hampton was sacked for 
a nine-yard loss.

 The next three pos-
sessions resulted in punts 
before NIU began a drive 

from its 39 following a 
short punt by the Red-
Hawks. Trayvon Rudolph, 
who finished the game 
with 24 yards on three 
carries and completed a 
13-yard pass, started the 
drive with an 11-yard run 
and Telly Johnson Jr., who 
led NIU with 47 yards on 
15 carries, picked up nine. 
Senior Gavin Williams 
gained 20 yards to the Mi-
ami 21 as the third quarter 
ended. He finished with 45 
yards on six carries. 

A roughing the passer 
penalty gave NIU a first 
down at the MU 12 and 
Johnson gained nine. 
Three plays later he scored 
from the two. The Huskies’ 
two-point conversion pass 
was incomplete after an 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty moved the ball to 
the one-yard line, making 
the score 17-9 with 11:51 
to play.

 “We found a little bit 
of momentum mixing the 
run and the pass during 
that stretch, but it wasn’t 
enough,” Hammock said. 

“We waited too long to 
get going.”

 Miami got one first 
down before punting, but 
NIU’s drive ended when 
Hampton was sacked 
from behind on a rollout 
and fumbled with the 
RedHawks recovering at 
the Huskie 25. They used 
the clock and drove to 
the NIU 9, where kicker 
Dom Dzioban’s 27-yard 
field goal with 2:25 to play 
effectively iced the game 
for Miami.

 Nate Valcarcel led 
NIU defensively with nine 
tackles and collected his 
second sack of the season. 
Roy Williams, Devonte 
O’Malley and Jake Gas-
saway also had sacks for 
the Huskies, who held 
Miami to just two-of-10 
on third down in the game. 
Gabbert completed 15-of-
24 passes for 237 yards.

 After Miami missed 
a 41-yard field goal from 
the NIU 23-yard line on 
the opening possession 
of the game, the teams 
exchanged punts until the 

RedHawks started a drive 
from their 31 at 5:36 of the 
first quarter. Three plays 
put Miami on the NIU 37. 
From there, Gabbert hit 
Javon Tracy for 26 yards to 
the NIU 11 and a pass in-
terference call put the ball 
on the 2. The RedHawks 
took a 7-0 lead on the next 
play on Dylan Downing’s 
two-yard run with 2:31 left 
in the quarter.

 On the RedHawks’ 
first possession of the 
second quarter, the Hus-
kie defense held Miami 
to a field goal from the 
four-yard line after Gab-
bert’s 50-yard completion 
to Reggie Virgil. Three 
incompletions brought 
on the field goal team and 
Dzioban’s 22-yard field 
goal gave the RedHawks 
a 10-0 lead with 12:24 to 
play in the half.

 Miami used a familiar 
trick play to score its 
second touchdown. After 
driving from its 13 to the 
36, Gabbert connected 
with Tracy for 16 yards, 
and a personal foul penalty 

on NIU added 15 to the 
NIU 33. After a short run, 
Tracy took the handoff 
and passed to Virgil for 
the RedHawk score and 
a 17-0 lead at 3:50 before 
halftime. 

NIU closes out the reg-
ular season on Saturday, 
November 30 when the 
Huskies play host to Cen-
tral Michigan on Senior 
Day at Huskie Stadium.  
Tickets are on sale at 
NIUHuskies.com/tickets 
or by calling 815-753-
PACK (7225) Monday 
through Friday between 9 
am-5 pm. Game time and 
television for the contest 
will be announced fol-
lowing the conclusion of 
Wednesday’s #MACtion 
games.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

H
SF

 3
x5

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.
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SPORTS
REC Youth Basketball (PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Little Hoopsters take the court at Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District’s REC Center
The Little Hoopsters youth basketball program is back in action for the fall and winter months, with children ranging from kindergarten through second grade taking 

the court for some back-and-forth basketball action. Games are held on Mondays and Thursdays, with kindergarteners and first-graders playing on Mondays from 5:30 
to 6:30 and 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. Second-graders take the court on Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m. The program started on Oct. 21 and runs through Dec. 16.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

THE holiday sea-
son is a time of 
year when shop-

ping takes center stage. 
While online giants and 
big box retailers seem to 
be everywhere, offering an 

endless array of products 
with the convenience of 
low prices, small busi-
nesses provide a range of 
benefits that go far beyond 
the ease of a mouse click or 
mountains of merchandise. 

Shopping local retailers is 
more than just a transac-
tion — it is crucial for 
maintaining the economic 
foundation of local com-
munities. Let’s take a look 
at the many ways it pays 

to shop small businesses 
during the holidays and all 
year long.

• Strengthen the local 
economy: A large percent-
age of the money spent 
at small businesses stays 

Why supporting local small businesses matters
in the community. That’s 
because these businesses 
often are owned and op-
erated by local residents 
who are invested in the 
community themselves. 
Various studies indicate 
that for every $100 spent 
at a small business, roughly 
$70 stays in the community. 

• Enhanced customer 
service: Owners and em-
ployees of small businesses 
have a keen interest in 
keeping customers happy. 
They often do so by pro-
viding superior customer 
service. Tailoring recom-
mendations, exhibiting 
a willingness to accom-
modate special requests, 
offering a more engaging 
shopping experience, and 
being more friendly and 
connected with regular 
customers sets many small 
businesses apart.

• Support the communi-
ty: Small businesses serve 
the community through 
the products and services 
they offer, and many give 
back in other ways as 
well. Small, locally owned 
businesses often sponsor 
schools, sports teams and 
charities. This helps foster 
a sense of belonging in the 
community.

• Innovative offerings: 
Small businesses are not 
beholden to corporate 
policies or franchise re-
strictions, so they can more 
readily bring new life to 
existing ideas and trends. 
Small businesses can offer 
customers different options 
that larger retailers cannot 
match.

• Job creation: Small 
businesses employ a sig-
nificant percentage of the 
workforce and frequently 
provide jobs that might not 
be available in larger cor-
porate settings. The U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration Office of Advocacy 
says small businesses have 
generated 12.9 million net 
new jobs over the past 25 
years, accounting for two 
out of every three jobs 
added to the U.S. economy. 
Keeping residents work-
ing helps strengthen local 
communities.

There are numerous 
benefits to shopping at 
small businesses this 
Small Business Saturday 
and throughout the year. 
Such firms help to es-
tablish a more resilient, 
diverse and bustling local 
community.  

Rochelle Moose Lodge  

311 N. Main Street, Rochelle
815-562-4286

Saturday, November 30th  
Craft & Vendor Show

10AM - 3PM
Open To The Public

11242024

The Moose Fraternity: An International 
Organization of Men and Women Dedicated 

to Caring for Young and Old, Bringing 
Communities Closer Together, and 

Celebrating Life. Visit mooseintl.org for 
more information or to become a member.

Proudly Supports Mooseheart, Moosehaven 
and Moose Charities

Serving Serving Hot  Hot  
DogsDogs Stitchery 815

www.facebook.com/stitchery815
www.instagram.com/stitchery.815/

Alterations and Creations right in Rochelle!
No more traveling for alterations, mending 

and whole sewing projects.
Wedding to hemming to memory items!

  Change the Fabric, Not You!

Follow Us On

Jen Gottschalk
815-601-0643

Follow Us On

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
Voted Best for Alterations, 

Sewing & Repairs
11242024

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024

VOTED
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

No. 1123
(November 24, 2024)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIF-
TEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
OGLE COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS
ESTATE OF              )
                       )
Donald D. Kennay       )          
Case No. 2024 PR 54
                       )
Deceased     )
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Donald D. Ken-
nay, of Ashton, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on November 
18, 2024, to Ronald J. 
Kennay, whose address 
is 7010 S. Daysville 
Road, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061, and Donald 
L. Kennay whose ad-
dress is 7714 IL Rt 38, 
Ashton, Illinois, 61006, 
and whose attorney is 
Charles P. Cole, Jr., 
1021 5th Avenue, Ro-
chelle, Illinois, 61068.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed on or 
before June 30, 2025, 
that date being not less 
than six (6) months 
from the date of first 
publication. Any claim 
not filed by the requisite 
date stated above shall 
be barred.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Ogle 
County Circuit Clerk, at 
the Ogle County Judi-

cial Center, Oregon, Illi-
nois, 61061, or with an 
estate representative, 
or both. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Circuit Clerk’s 
Office must be mailed 
or delivered to an estate 
representative and their 
attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
DATE: November 20, 
2024.
/s/  Ronald J. Kennay
Donald L. Kennay
Independent Represen-
tatives 
No.1124
(Nov. 24, Dec. 1 and 
Dec. 8, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee Loans 
or Credit Offers Companies 
that do business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. For 
more information, call toll-
free 1-877-FTC-HELP. A 
public service message from 
your hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a permit 
as a childcare facility, may 
cause to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 

a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 

-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

Ray & Brenda Rainwater, (815) 751-7730
Steffes Group Representatives 

Tim Meyer, (319) 750-1233 or Nate Larson, (319) 931-3944

TIMED ONLINE

2011 CASE IH 4352011 CASE IH 435

2022 MACDON FD2302022 MACDON FD230

2023 KINZE 11212023 KINZE 1121

All items sold as is where is. Payment of cash, check, or credit card must be made up to two days 
post auction close before the removal of items. Statements made online take precedence over all 
advertising. Additional fees may apply. Titles will be mailed. Canadian buyers need a bank letter of 

credit to facilitate border transfer.

CLOSING: THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 12 | 1PM CDT

2024

Farm RetirementFarm Retirement

SteffesGroup.com | (319) 385-2000
Steffes Group, Inc., 2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA

Tim Meyer - IL 441.001748

Rochelle, IllinoisRochelle, Illinois

2022 CASE IH 44082022 CASE IH 4408

2022 CASE IH 72502022 CASE IH 7250

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 

not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 

advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
H

S
F2

01
6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Mia

Heitkamp
Year: Freshman

Sport: Cheer

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Three years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I love the cheer environment 

because of how caring and hard-
working everyone is.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: English because I love reading 
new books, writing about them 
and exploring different types of 

books.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Gabi Butler because she’s one 

of the best cheerleaders and she 
always tries hard no matter what.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My mom because she always 
pushes me to do my best no matter 

what.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be an NICU nurse or a 

travel nurse because I would be 
helping people.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I like how RTHS supports and 

tries to recognize every sport.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Two years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: The people and my friends.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because there’s a right 
answer and a wrong answer.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Caitlin Clark because she 
came from Iowa and she’s very 

successful.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My dad because he’s very 

successful in life and he’s 

extremely funny.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a lawyer because I’ve 
always been interested in law 

and I love to argue and prove my 
point.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: France because I’ve always 
wanted to visit Paris and the 

Eiffel Tower.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy all of the memories that 
I make and how all of the coaches 
and teachers want what’s best for 

you.

Veronica
Lopez

Year: Freshman
Sport: Cheer
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