OHS bowlers
start strong

The Oregon High School
boys bowling team is off to
a strong start this season.
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Crull appointed by 15th Judicial Circuit to

serve as associate judge in Ogle County

‘I think it’s a good step for me to help more
people and to help our community’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In
September, Ogle County
attorney Russell Crull of
Rochelle law firm Tess,
Crull & Arnquist was
appointed as an associate
judge of the Fifteenth
Judicial Circuit. He will
preside in Ogle County in
courtroom 304 starting on
Dec. 2.

Crull received his un-
dergraduate degree in2009
from Western Illinois Uni-
versity in Macomb and his
Juris Doctor in 2013 from
NorthernIllinois Universi-
tyinDeKalb. After college,
he worked for Sycamore
law firm Klein, Stoddard,
Buck & Lewis. He joined
Tess, Crull & Arnquist
on July 1, 2014 and was
named as a partner April
1,2016.

“Thepractice of law has
its ups and downs, but the
biggest up is always being

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

In September, Ogle County attorney Russell Crull of
Rochelle law firm Tess, Crull & Arnquist was
appointed as an associate judge of the Fifteenth

Judicial Circuit.

able to help people,” Crull
said of his recent appoint-
ment. “I thought it would
be aposition where I could
help both sides and be fair
and accurate inapplication
of the law to both sides. I
think it’sa good step forme
to help more people and to
help our community.”
Crull, who grew up in
Ogle County, decided to

pursue law whileincollege
at WIU. After working
through law school at NIU
and being hired by Klein,
Stoddard, Buck & Lewis,
he met David Tess through
the Focus House Board,
which his family has been
involved with since its
inception.

See CRULL page 10

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Ogle County
Board and members of the community recognized
three county officials who will soon be departing

from their positions.

County Board: Departing
officials recognized Tuesday

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its
monthly meeting Tuesday,
the Ogle County Boardand
members ofthe community
recognized three county
officials who will soon
be departing from their
positions.

The board voted unan-
imously Tuesday on reso-
lutions in honor of Board
Chairman John Finfrock
(R-District 7, Mt. Morris),
Board Member Thomas
K. Smith (R-District 2,
Rochelle)and Ogle County

Coroner Lou Finch. Fin-
frock, Smith and Finch did
not seek reelection for their
positions.

Finfrock has served
on the board since 2010.
Following the untimely
passing of Board Chairman
Kim Gouker in 2019, he
stepped into the chairman
role. Finfrock was honored
Tuesday by his fellow board
members along with the
Ogle County Economic
Development Corporation,
which presented him witha
certificate of appreciation.

See COUNTY page 3

Laudati is new executive director of HOPE of Ogle County
‘I really believe in the mission and that everybody has a right to live in safety’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — In
September, Rebecca Lau-
dati was hired as the new
executivedirectorof HOPE
of Ogle County. She re-
places longtime Executive
Director Ruth Carter, who
recently retired.

The non-profit organi-
zation helps survivors of
domestic abuse. HOPE
of Ogle County provides
safety planning, support,
shelter and referrals while
empowering survivors to
build a safe and peaceful
future. It offers counseling,
assistance and resources to
those who are contending
with the effects of abusive
relationships. Thenonprofit
is available 24/7 to listen
and provide support and
courtadvocacy servicesare
availableas well. HOPE has
officesin Rochelle, Oregon
and Polo.

See LAUDATI page 5

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

In September, Rebecca Laudati was hired as the new executive director of HOPE of Ogle County. She replaces
longtime Executive Director Ruth Carter, who recently retired.
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McCombie honors Beach’s Supper Club in Lena

LENA — Illinois
House Minority Leader
Tony McCombie (R-Sa-
vanna) spent time honor-

A%

ing a local business this
month through her new
program launched earlier
this year to acknowl-

er McCombie visited
Beach’s Supper Club in
Lena and presented them
with aspecial certificate of

achievementtorecognize
and celebrate the commit-
ment and hard work that
have contributed to the

edge excellent businesses
throughout northwest
[llinois.

This month, Lead-

RISTMAS

Sunday, December 1
4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Downtown Stillman Valley

Live Nativity & Musical Performances
kJ located at The Red Brick Church

Photos w/Santa & Mrs. Claus
k_';; Arrival at 4:00 p.m. @ Ladders of Learning

Hay Wagon Rides Tree Decorating Contest

Pick-up @

Stillman Bank

Punch Cards

w/chance to

win Rockford
lceHogs tickets

Cookies & Hot Chocolate
kz located inside Stillman Bank Garage

Community Tree Lighting
k_;y 5:00 p.m. @ Stillman Bank

Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides

k_;, Pick-up between Tease &
Ladders of Learning

Nails by Fiona

4:00 - 6:00 p.m
@ Shear Madness

Trees located on the corner
of Main and Maple Streets

Face Painting

K—? Inside Ladders

of Learning

Dancing Dads
5

Performing at
4:30 p.m. &5:30 p.m

Live Radio Remote
k_7(102.3 The Coyote will be on-site

{THE YILLAGE OF

Selllsnam Valllsry i

Samantha
Cicogna

Photography

Hahn's

Family Farm

$ON)
)
Tyler

Veterinary
Clinic, LTD

e
C

KELLERV

Farrell Holland Gale
Funeral Home

Sﬁllman ’_;4-}- Red Brick

Cardinal Corners
Ladders of
Learning

The

W\

Church WILLETT HOFMANN

BANK A

Maas Legal,

T l‘j‘ Holcomb

Bank

Key Realty
Rose Schlickman

SIGNATUHE @ The First National
WHITETAIL PROPERTIES Bank of Amboy

Edward Jones
Charles Schaeffer,

CEPA’, AAMS™

Rustic
Roots Co.

Tucker Smith

Eats + Speaks
P Properties

gt Annual MJHS Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair

3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. @ Meridian Jr. High School
Character Meet and Greefs (Snow Queen, Snow Princess, and Spider Hero) from 4:30 p-m. = 6:30 p-m.

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133

restaurant’s success. The
local spot is the longest
operating supper club in
Stephenson County —
and is known for their out-
standing food and warm
welcoming atmosphere.
Beach’s has been operat-
ing since 1975, and will
proudly celebrate its 50th
anniversary on Feb. 17,
2025. The current owners
Michael and Anita Par-
kinson have passionately
run Beach’s since 2007
and together handle the
cooking and management
of the northwest Illinois
staple.

Beach’s has endured
challenges throughout the
last few years, especially
those presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic,
which makes it even more
beloved by the communi-
ty, including the original
owner’s wife, who still
visits Beach’s occasion-
ally, keeping the spirit of
its early days alive!

“This is a fantastic
supper club, and [ am
proud to recognize the
owners for their unwav-
ering dedication to main-
taining this long-standing
business, which continues
to feed our corner of the
state exceptionally well,”
Leader McCombie said.
“The food and atmosphere
are simply outstanding,
and Michael and Anita
Parkinson have created
more than just a dining
experience — this is a
true labor of love. Their
commitment to the com-
munity shines through,
making Beach’s Supper
Club not just a place to
eat but a cherished gath-
ering spot for friends and
neighbors.”

As Leader McCombie
continues to highlight lo-
cal businesses through the
new year, she welcomes
area residents to suggest
local businesses that de-
serve recognition by us-
ing the nomination form
below: https://repmc-
combie.com/local-busi-
ness-highlight-submis-
sion-form/

The 89th District in-
cludesall of Carrolland Jo
Daviess counties, as well
as parts of Stephenson,
Winnebago, Boone, Ogle,
and DeKalb counties.
With questions, constit-
uents can contact Leader
McCombie’s Office at
(815) 291-8989.

Dickerson
&Nieman

REALTORS I

$510,000 dickersonnieman.com/202405372

WELCOMETO THIS TIDY, ENERGY EFFICIENT RANCH HOME ON 30 ACRES
MOL! Geothermal heating & cooling, plus solar panels. LR w/woodburning
stove. Kitchen w/breakfast bar, walk-in pantry, ample storage space. Primary
bedroom boasts walk-in closet & private bath. Large 2nd bed used as crafting
room. Full basement w/egress window. 8 acres (MOL) of mature native prairie.
Property includes barn w/renovated hay loft w/kitchenette, full bath, separate
sleeping loft. Addt. 3 sided pole barn w/solar panels. Plus so much more!

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

$460,0 dickersol .com/20 1
RIVERFRONT PROPERTY IN BYRON! This custom 4 bed, 4.5
bath ranch features over 5,000 SF of well maintained living space.
Gleaming hardwood floors throughout ML. Kitchen boasts deep
cabinets, appliance garage, SS appliances, butler pantry w/wet bar
& granite counter top. GR with access to porch overlooking river.
Master suite w/ 2 walk-in closets, private bath, & balcony access.

JAVEN RANDS
(779) 207-5256

Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader!

$309,450 dickersonnieman.com/202404869

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! 1,789 SQFT,
Separate bedroom, open concept great room plan. Kitchen
island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz countertop
with stainless range, dishwasher and microwave. Primary
bedroom with private bath, two walk-in closets. At garage
enterance is 1st Floor laundry & drop zone. 3 car garage.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677

DOROTHY BOWER
(815) 985-3264

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

-~ T
KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118
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ENAG art studio open for Oregon Candlehght Walk

OREGON — The
members of the Eagle’s
Nest Art Group will host
an art show at their Con-
over Square studio during
Oregon’s annual Candle-
light Walk festivities, Sat-
urday, Nov. 30. Several
art group members will
be on hand, welcoming
visitors in their Conover
studio from 3-8 p.m. There
is no cost and parking is
plentiful.

A wide variety of work
created by the ENAG
members will be on dis-
play and available forsale.
The work includes both
large and small pieces in
oil, ink, watercolor, acryl-
ic, photography, calligra-
phy, glass, ceramic, wood,
and oil pastel. Prints of
original art and greeting
cards are also available.

If you would like to
learn more about ENAG
and its offerings, this is a
perfecttime tocomeinand
get to know more about
our programs, classes, and

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The members of the Eagle’s Nest Art Group will host an art show at their Conover Square studio during Oregon’s annual Candlelight Walk
festivities, Saturday, Nov. 30.

art shows.
Come and enjoy an
evening of community

fun, music, refreshments,
and art at Conover Square
Mall, 301 N. Third St.,

Oregon. The Eagle’s Nest
Art Group studio is on
the second floor, with an

elevator available.
This is a relaxed, in-
formal event that is sure

to please the entire family
and put everyone in a hol-
iday spirit.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

On Wednesday, Nov. 13 the Polo Cub Scouts held their pack meeting in the gym of Centennial Grade School. It was for fitness. They ran around, played and did some
stretching for most of the meeting.

Polo Cub Scouts meet at Centennial Grade School

POLO—On Wednes-
day, Nov. 13 the Polo Cub
Scouts held their pack
meeting in the gym of
Centennial Grade School.
It was for fitness.

They ran around,

played and did some
stretching for most of the
meeting. Atthe end of the
meeting the scouts lined
up and to get the patches
they have earned.

Jaxon Grenoble re-

ceived the Bobcat patch,
LeRoy Meador (not pres-
ent) received the Bobcat,
Fish On, Tiger in the
Swimming and a $50
gift card for selling over
$1,000 worth of popcorn,

Westlee King received
the Bobcat patch, Kea-
ton Lindsey received the
Bobcat patch, Lincoln
Bockerreceived the Bon-
cat, A Wolf Goes Fishing
and Paws for Water patch-

es, Cadence Bocker re-
ceived the Bobcat, ABear
Goes Fishing and Salmon
Run patches, Wesley Die-
hl received the Bobcat,
Aquanaut, Catch The
Big One, Archery and

BB Gun patches, Tinley
Roop received the Bob-
cat, Fishing, Swimming
patches and also received
a $50 gift card for selling
over $1,000 worth of
popcorn.

COUNTY:

From page 1

“For the past few years
John has been an inte-
gral part of bringing the
OCEDC to life,” OCEDC
Chairman Randy Schoon
said. “His leadership,
knowledge and insight
have been invaluable.
John will certainly be
missed at our meetings.
Thank you for all your
hard work and believing
in the OCEDC.”

During the public com-
ment portion of the meet-
ing, former Ogle County
Board Member Marty
Typer and Polo Mayor
Doug Knapp thanked
Finfrock for his efforts
over the years.

“John was the right guy
attherighttime at the right
place for this board,” Typ-
ersaid. “Ourmanagement
and leadership at that time
needed to be picked up.
John was the man for the
job and I want to thank
him for that. Enjoy your
retirement.”

Smith has served on
the board since 2016
on a number of com-
mittees, including the
executive committee, the
negotiating committee,
the state’s attorney-court
services-Focus House-ju-
diciary & circuit clerk
committee, and the su-
pervisor of assessments
and planning & zoning
committee.

“I want to thank the
committees I served on for
a long time,” Smith said.
“We have some great re-
sources in our county. The
diversity we have on this
board is what our county
is all about. You people

Board approves community solar agreement Tuesday evening

have stepped up to serve
because you believe in our
county. We have elected
officials here I can’t say
enough about.”

Finchhas served as cor-
oner since he was elected
tothe positionin 2004. Pri-
ortothat, he alsoservedas
apart-time deputy coroner
and full-time Ogle County
corrections officer.

“I want to thank every-
body,” Finch said. “I hope
I did the job well for the
county. And I appreciated
working for everybody.
Thank you.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, Finfrock made clos-
ing remarks.

“I have a lot of people
in this room I can and
will thank for 14 good
years,” Finfrock said. “I
think we’ve come a long
way, but it’s always ‘We.’
People have taken time
to come to meetings and
givetheirthoughts. We’ve
had our debates and some-
times arguments. Once a
vote is taken, it’s done,
and everybody gets on
with it. That’s something
I appreciate. Everyone
around this table has
made this thing work for
several years. And that [
appreciate.”

Solar

The board unanimous-
ly approved a floating
commercial sunscription
agreement with US So-
lar during the meeting.
The agreement regards a
community solar project
the county will be taking
part in.

The county will see a
$12,000 reduction in its
electric bills due to the

project. The agreement
does not require an in-
vestment by the county. A
community solar project,
farm or garden is a solar
power installation that
accepts capital from and
provides output credit
and tax benefits to multi-
ple customers, including
individuals, businesses,
nonprofits, and other in-
vestors. Community solar
helps the state to meet its
clean energy goals and
utilizes state incentive
programs.

Ogle County will be
involved with eight local
community solar gardens

Please join us as
we celebrate

Sam Morrison’s
. 95th Birthday!

Open House
Saturday, November 30th
1:00 - 4:00pm

in the region. The power
from the solar gardens will
go onto ComEd’s system.

Siting

The board voted 23-0
to revise its solar and wind
energy facility siting and
operating ordinance to
now include language for
siting within 1.5 miles of
municipalities (villages,
towns or cities). Those mu-
nicipal boards will now get
consideration on projects
sited within 1.5 miles of
their limits and solar and
wind applications must
be formally presented to
those entities to make sure

| Byron Museum,
| 110 N. Union Street, Byron

11182024 PIA#49

impacts are considered.

Budget

The board voted to ap-
prove its 2025 budget and
appropriations during the
meeting. The new bud-
get’s general fund revenue
total is $19,559,518 with
general fund expenses at
$19,208,072. The county’s
general fund levy is listed
at $5,595,000. Total appro-
priations in the budget are

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Ogle County Coroner Lou Finch (left) and Board Member Thomas K. Smith (right) were each recognized for
their service during the Ogle County Board meeting on Tuesday evening.

listed at $63,705,603 with
total levy at $14,294.200.

ARPA

The board voted to ap-
prove American Rescue
Plan Act funding requests
includinga $500,841 trans-
fer to its general fund
and $621.59 and $190
expenditures for Larson
& Darby Architecture for
preliminary work on county
construction projects.

Annual Holiday

, Rummage Sale

Saturday, Dec. 7th

8:00 to 1:00

Come see our bargain-

priced treasures, selection
of gift baskets and sign up
for the raffle drawings!

-~

11252024

St. Bride’s Episcopal Church

1000 Route 64 West
Oregon, IL 61061
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Obituaries

William M. Messenger

POPLAR GROVE
— Bill Messenger, 51, of
Poplar Grove, IL, passed
away on Friday, Novem-
ber 8th, 2024, following an
inspirational battle against
cancer.

Bill was born in Elgin,
I[1linois on June 19th,
1973, to William and
Nancy (Nielsen) Mes-
senger. He pursued his
higher education at Jud-
son University, where he
achieved his MBA. Bill
launched his career in the
scrap metal industry at
Messenger Auto, where he
steadily advanced through
various roles. He later
worked at Behr Iron and
Metal and Alter Metal
Recycling, concluding his
professional career as the
Vice President of National
Accounts at SIMS Metal.

Bill and his beloved
wife, Angie (DeFay) Mes-
senger, were married on
November 13th, 1999, a
union that was the founda-
tion ofalifetime filled with
love. Throughout the trial
of life, they remained de-
voted to one another, their
connection only broken by
the inevitability of death.
Together with his adored

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON—OnNovw.
12 at 11:05 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop at
the intersection of Illinois
Route 251 and Illinois
Route 72. Subsequent
to the stop, William Hi-
att, 60, of Rockford,
was arrested for driving
with a suspended license
and given a citation for
no insurance. Hiatt was
released on a notice to
appear at the scene.

OnNov. 12 at approxi-
mately 6:35 p.m. deputies
were dispatched to the
intersection of Jata Drive
and Mulford Road for a
vehicle that had struck a
pole. After investigation,
deputies learned that a
blue Hyundai Sonata was
driven by Logan Huber,
28, of Rockford. Huber
was traveling south on
Mulford Road when his
vehicle left the roadway,
and struck a utility pole.
Huber was placed under
arrest for driving under
the influence of alcohol.
Huber was also cited for
failure to reduce speed to
avoid an accident, operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle,
and illegal transportation
of alcohol. Huber was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed and released on
a notice to appear. Depu-
ties were assisted at the
scene by Monroe Center
Fire and EMS.

On Nov. 13 at approx-
imately 6 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
on a black Volkswagen
sedan at the intersection

wife, Angie, they raised
their three daughters with
unfaltering love and com-
mitment. Bill was a self-
less and compassionate
“girldad” to his daughters;
BrookeLyn, Brynn, and
Bree Messenger. Bill con-
sidered his role as a father
to be the most cherished
and meaningful of all his
titles.

Bill’s competitive na-
ture and dedication were
evident in everything
he did, especially in his
passion for sports, weight-
lifting, and enthusiasm for
cars. Bill’s determination
was unshakable, always
rising to challenges with
a strength that never fal-
tered. Growing up he was
captivated by Superman,
and in his own life, he em-
bodied that same strength
and protective spirit, be-
coming a true hero to his
family — their very own
Superman.

Bill is survived by his
wife, Angie; daughters,
BrookeLyn (Nehemi-
ah Arriaga), Brynn, and
Bree; parents, Williamand
Nancy; siblings Danielle
(John), Jeremy (Amanda),
and Josh (Andrea); as

well as various nieces and
nephews. Bill was prede-
ceased by hismaternal and
paternal grandparents, as
well as several aunts and
uncles.

A visitation will take
place on Thursday, No-
vember 14, 2024, from
5:00p.m.until 8:00 p.m. at
Fitzgerald Funeral Home
& Crematory, 1860 S.
Mulford Road, Rockford,
Illinois 61108. Visitation
will continue Friday, No-
vember 15, from9:00a.m.
until the time of service,
10:00 a.m. at the funeral
home. Burial to follow at
Belvidere Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the family
to be established at a later
date. To send condolences
online or share memories,
please visit www.fitzger-
aldfh.com

of West Illinois Route 72
and North Mt. Vernon
Road. After a briefinves-
tigation, Alivia M. Schie-
del, 28, of Chadwick,
was arrested for driving
while license suspended.
Schiedel was taken into
custody without incident
and released on scene on
a notice to appear with
a future court date set.
Schiedel was also cited
for having suspended
registration.

On Nov. 13 at approxi-
mately 2:07 p.m. the Ogle
County Sheriff’s Office
Special Operations Unit
conducted a traffic stop
on Interstate 39 at mile
marker 105 northbound
for an equipment and
moving violation. After
an investigation, Amer-
ico Ocampo Corral, 33,
of Modesto, California,
was arrested for no valid
driver’s license and pos-
session of a controlled
substance (cocaine) less
than 15 grams. Ocampo
Corral was also issued
a citation for a defec-
tive windshield. Ocampo
Corral was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
and released on a notice
to appear.

On Nov. 15 atapproxi-
mately 8:03 p.m. deputies
responded to an address
in rural Lindenwood for
a domestic disturbance.
After an investigation a
16-year-old juvenile was
placed under arrest for
two counts of domestic
battery, interfering with
the reporting of domestic

battery, and unlawful re-
straint. The juvenile was
transported to the Kane
County Juvenile Justice
Center where he is being
held pending an appear-
ance before a judge.

On Nov. 16 at approx-
imately 11:04 p.m. Ogle
County Dispatchers re-
ceived an automated crash
detection alert indicating
apossible vehicle crashin
the 2,000 block of North
Illinois Route 251. Dep-
uties further learned
a three-vehicle crash
had occurred involving
a southbound Nissan
Maxima, a northbound
Subaru Outback, and a
northbound Nissan Fron-
tier. The driver and sole
occupant of the Nissan
Maxima was identified as
Edgar Mandujano-Lopez,
19, of Rochelle. The driv-
erand sole occupant ofthe
Subaru Outback was iden-
tified as David Ramos, 32,
of Byron. The driver ofthe
Nissan Frontier fled the
scene. Mandujano-Lopez
was pronounced deceased
at the scene. Ramos was
transported to Mercy
Riverside Hospital by
Lynn-Scott-Rock EMS
for treatment of suspect-
ed non-life-threatening
injuries. Deputies were
assisted by the Illinois
State Police, REACT
helicopter, and Rochelle
Fire/EMS. The accident
remains under investi-
gation.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.

ADVERTISING DISCLAIMER

Advertisers please read your ad on the first day of publication. If there are
mistakes, notify us immediately. We will make changes for errors made on
our part and we will adjust bills accordingly, but only provided we receive
notice immediately following the first time the ad appears. We limit our
liability to you in this way and we do not accept liability for any other
damages which may result from an error or omission in an ad. All ad copy
must be approved by the newspaper, which also reserves the right to request
changes, reject or properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not this
newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the ad. Advertising is also
subject to credit approval, and may be refused at any time for any reason.

office at 815-732-2156.

The Ogle County Life/ Rock Valley Shopper
USPS (004-083) ISSN (1045-3059)

Published every Monday by Rochelle Newspapers, Inc. at 211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL
61068-1183. Subscriptions in our service area are free on a requester basis. Periodicals Postage
Rates paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send address changes to the Ogle County Life/
Rock Valley Shopper, P.O. Box 175, Rochelle, IL 61068-9801. The circulation department is
open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. If you have carrier delivery and your paper
fails to arrive by 7 p.m. on Monday, telephone our office at 732-2156, if your paper fails to arrive
by mail telephone our circulation office at 562-4171, ext. 112. For subscriptions, call the LIFE

Charlotte Mae Mennenga

BYRON - Charlotte
Mae Mennenga, age 96,
went home to be with
her Lord and Savior on
November 20, 2024 at
Fairhaven Christian Re-
tirement Center where she
received excellent care
from all of the staff. She
was born in Rockford on
June 4, 1928 the daughter
of John and Hattie (Palm-
er) Paul.

She attended Leaf Riv-
er High School graduating
in 1946. She married
Louis Mennenga on May
31, 1971. Charlotte was
a woman with a strong
faith and was an involved
member of Silver Creek
Reformed Church in Ger-
man Valley. She had a
creative soul and loved to
paint. In her spare time,
she enjoyed gardening and
baking for her family and
friends.

Charlotte loved to trav-
el especially to Disney
World and to the North
West. She got to accom-
plish herlifelong dream of
traveling to Ireland at the

age of 90 where she got
to stay in a castle. Char-
lotte believed in staying
involved inthe community
and was a member of the
Leaf River Museum and
the Ogle County Farm
Bureau. She spent the last
year and a half making her
homein Belvidere with her
daughter where they were
both blessed with extra
quality time together.

More than anything
Charlotte loved spending
time with her family and
friends making them all
feel important and loved.
She is preceded in death
by herparents, son Eugene
Winche, sister, Margie
Pepin, step son, Larry
Mennenga and husband,
Louis.

She is survived and
missed by her daughter,
Sharon (Bill) Kaple of
Belvidere; step children,
Larry (Gail) Mennenga
of Carlton, OR; grand-
children, Brenda (Wesley)
Ganz of Poplar Grove,
Elaine (Jeff) McKamey of
Moline, and Billy Kaple of

Colona, IL and numerous
great grandchildren and
great great grandchidlren.
A funeral service cele-
brating Charlotte’s well
lived life will be held at
12:00 PM on Monday,
November 25, 2024 at
Silver Creek Reformed
Church in German Valley
with Pastor Nora Johnson
officiating.

Visitation will be held
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
on Sunday, November 24,
2024 atchurch. Burial will
be at Grandview Cemetery
inFreeport, IL. Memorials
are established for Silver
Creek Reformed Church.
To leave an online condo-
lence please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com

Y
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People Helping People is proud to announce the CPKC Holiday Train will be
stopping in Byron at the Colfax Street crossing on Nov. 27 at 11:45 a.m.

CPKC Holiday Train to stop in Byron Nov. 27

BYRON — People
Helping People is proud
to announce the CPKC
Holiday Train will be stop-
ping in Byron at the Colfax
Street crossing on Nov. 27
at11:45a.m. Thislocal stop
will feature a 30-minute
Christmas jam featuring
Canadian singers Tyler
Shaw and Shawnee Kishas
well as allowing a close-up
view at the Holiday Train
alldecorated for Christmas.

The CPKC makes this

BYRON POLICE REPORT

Nov. 6

At 2:02 p.m. Byron Po-
lice Department issued ci-
tations to Jiaer L. Grayson,
29, of Rockford for operat-
ing a motor vehicle while
registration is suspended
and operatingavehicle with
noproofofvalidinsurance.
This violation occurred in
the 7,000 block of North
River Road.

Nov. 7

At 3:15 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued

run to help bring to light
those with food insecurities
in both the United States
and Canada and to support
the different food pantries
along the way. Food in-
security is a major issue
now with food costs being
so high.

The performances are
designed to assist the local
food pantries by generating
food ormonetary donations
so they can help those in
need, especially during

thisholiday season. People
Helping People is the local
food pantry in Byron serv-
ingpeople in six townships
of Ogle County.

The Holiday Train is
enjoyed by young and old
alike and the kids will be
out of school! So, come
enjoy the performance and
make a food or monetary
donation if you are able.
Rumor has it that Santa
may be watching the show
also!

a citation to Carmen Silva
Guzman, 36, of Byron for
failure to stop ata stop sign.
This violation occurred at
400 North Maple Street.

At 9:12 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Luis Mendo-
za-Gil, 44, of Bolingbrook
for speeding, going 53 in
a 30 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred
in the 700 block of West
Blackhawk.

Nov. 9

WEW YIh2ostros! WIFW
815-732-6851

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Public

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Kitchen closed Tue.

Public

is VFW EVENTS is

Welcome!

Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Welcomel

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm
Fridays @ 7pm 1+ Fridays, Karaoke, Live music
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners
We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

Gaming

05132024

At 5:07 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Jordan A.
Pontnack, 30, of Byron for
operating a motor vehicle
while registration suspend-
ed. This violation occurred
at the intersection of East
Blackhawk Drive and Lu-
ther Drive.

Nov. 11

At 3:27 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to a 17-year-old
male of Byron forspeeding,
going 51 in a 30 miles per
hour zone. This violation
occurred in the 700 block
of North Colfax.

Nov. 12

At 6:53 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
a citation to Clyde H.
Castle, 58, of Rockford
for speeding, going 52 in
a 35 miles per hour zone.
This violation occurred in
the 8,000 block of North
Barker Road.

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

e 7

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

Lic# 055-013999
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LAUDATI: HOPE of Ogle County names new executive director

From page 1

Laudati brings 20 years
of experience working
in the domestic violence
field. After starting with
an internship at a shelter in
Elgin, she began work at
Mutual Ground in Aurora,
which offers domestic vio-
lence and sexual violence
services. There she worked
a hotline, did counseling
and led support groups,
conducted prevention ed-
ucation, worked as a court
advocate, managed a shel-
ter, and oversaw programs.
She also worked at Safe
Passage in DeKalb Coun-
ty part-time facilitating
partner abuse intervention
programs and groups.

“It was a big move for
me,” Laudati said of taking

the executive director posi-
tionat HOPE. “Butit’sabig
move to a smaller agency
that’s focused on domestic
violence. Where I came
from it was both domestic
and sexual violence. This
just kind of gets me back
to my roots of where it
all started. It’s exciting to
be able to take everything
I’ve learned throughout the
years and run an agency.”

Laudati got into the
field when she saw Elgin
Community College had a
family violence counseling
program. She got her as-
sociate’s degree in human
services from ECC with
a special certification for
family violence counseling.
She holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in human services and
sociology and a master’s

degree in psychology.

Laudati said she’s look-
ing forward to growing
whatHOPE ofOgle County
does and getting to know
the community to provide
the best care possible to
people who need it.

“In my first two months
it’sbeenalittle overwhelm-
ing,butgood,” Laudatisaid.
“It’s been exciting. It’s dif-
ferentwhenyou come from
alarger agency to a smaller
agency, just knowing the
people and the community.
Everybody has been super
welcoming and extremely
helpful and friendly. It’s
already like a family.”

Funding is the most
pressingissue facingHOPE
of Ogle County right now,
Laudati said. In recent
years, the nonprofit and

others like it have dealt
with funding cuts from the
federal Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) program.
HOPE lost a combined
total 0of$219,000 overthree
years and the issue will not
be revisited until the next
funding cycle at the end of
the three years.

Local donations have
helped HOPE to fill its
funding gaps to continue
providing as many services
as possible.

“The community has
been really great with
donations since I’ve been
here,” Laudati said. “CHS
Ethanol gave us a large do-
nation from its golf outing,
and that was amazing and
it will help us update a lot
of systems. 100 Women
Who Care of Ogle County

was recently very generous
with a donation as well.
We were just a recipient of
Small Business Bingo. Just
the community generosity
withthings like thathelps us
with funding. We look for
smaller grants. We work on
advocacy. We’re going into
Springfield and advocating
for victim services and for
human services overall and
making sure people know
it’s important.”

Laudati said she’s cur-
rently trying to understand
thelevel ofneedin HOPE’s
service area and trying to
getthe word outmore about
what the nonprofit offers
to survivors in need. She
wants people to know they
can come and get help and
call HOPE 24/7.

Upon getting into the

domestic violence field 20
years ago, Laudati didn’t
see herself becoming an
executive director of an
agency one day. Once she
got into more advocating
work in Springfield and
teachingneweremployees,
her thoughts changed.

“This work is import-
ant,” Laudati said. “I really
believe in the mission and
that everybody has a right
to live in safety. You should
be able to go home and be
safe. You should be able to
go to work and school and
be safe. I think it takes a lot
forpeopleto come forward.
So when they do, they need
someonewhocanlistenand
really support them and ad-
vocate for them. Advocacy
is at the core of what I do
and what [ enjoy.”

Polo Cub Scouts decorate tree
On Nov. 17, the Polo Cub Scout Pack 337 decorated a four-foot Christmas Tree
to help raise money for Rock River Hospice & Home during the 2024 Festival of
Trees being held at the Northland Mall in Sterling. All the trees were by Dunhams
Store in the mall. Patrons will vote on their favorite tree by inserting cash into the
bucket by the tree. The voting taking place during the week of Nov. 18-24. The
Polo Cub Scouts made three ornaments that coordinate with what the Cub Scouts

is about. (Courtesy photos)

= ¢
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HIDDEN TIMBER GARDENS
462 S CHANA RD. CHANA, IL
NOVEMBER 20

9AM - 5PM

NOVEMBER 30TH - DECEMBER 20TH

WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY: NOON - 5PM

SATURDAY-SUNDAY: 9AM-5PM
Fresh Cut Christmas Trees - Hand -Tied Wreaths - Swags -
Holiday Decor - Porch Pots - Made to Order Garland &
Roping - Mixed Evergreen Bundles - S'mores, Coffee, & Hot
Cocoa On the Weekends!

815-751-4162 hiddentimbergardens.com




SECTION A « PAGE 6 « OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

MONDAY, NOV. 25, 2024

.

(" Published every Monday N
s /- IE \ ’s ) POIN I Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor
"Congress shall make no law. . . The Ogle County Life is a division of
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press" News Media Corporation. y

*0OnDec.9,1990, Lech
Walesa, founder ofthe Sol-
idarity trade union, won a
landslide election victory,
becoming the first directly
elected Polish leader.

* On Dec. 10, 1690, a
failed attack on Quebec
and subsequent near-mu-
tiny forced the Massachu-
setts Bay Colony to issue
the first paper currency in
the Western Hemisphere’s
history. It was initially
unpopular for anything ex-
cept paying taxes and was
phased out, butreappeared
in Massachusetts justa few
years later.

* On Dec. 11, 1946,
the General Assembly of
the United Nations voted
to establish the United

Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF), an organiza-
tion designed to help pro-
vide relief and support to
childrenliving in countries
thathad been devastated by
World War I1.

* On Dec. 12, 1970,
“Tears ofaClown,” penned
by William “Smokey”
Robinson, became the first
No. 1 hit for Robinson
and his band the Miracles
after more than a decade
of hits that had failed to
reach thatcoveted position.
Bob Dylan would later
call Robinson America’s
“greatest living poet” in
recognition of his skill as
a composer and lyricist.

Letter: A step to aid
coming together
after an election

EAR editor,
The people
of this country

have come through a very
stressful election campaign
that included finger point-
ing and name-calling from
both sides. Friendships
were divided.

Sometimes to make a
point, signage with
profanity visible to
children was used to
make a point. Fortu-
nately, in the days af-
terthe election, T have
noticed several Facebook
posts regarding the need
for kindness from both po-
litical sides. I agree 100%.1
want to be friends with my
neighbors. A difference in
political opinion is simply
a difference in opinion
which everyone has aright
to have. My husband, who
has coached for years, has

instilled in me the value of
the lessons learned when
you lose and how to win
with grace.

In our household, all
political signs, win or lose,
come down the day after
the election.

This letter is to ask my
neighbors in Ogle County
to take down their
Harris/Trump

signs. Theelection
is over. Kindness is
important. The first
stepinthe “kindness”
movement is to take down
your party signs. It is a
positive step removing a
roadblock that can divide
neighbors and neighbor-
hoods. It is important to
show grace when you win
and when you lose.

Theresa “Terri” Fritz
Stillman Valley

Letter: HR 9495

EAR editor,
D Last week
Rep. Darin La-
Hood voted for HR 9495.
This bill would give
Trump and his Treasury
Department sweeping
authority to label U.S.
Nonprofits as “ter-
rorist-supporting
organizations” with
no oversight, due
process, just unilat-
eral power. (it’s in
Section 4(B)) Political
Targeting. Nonprofits
advocating for human
rights, environmental
protection, reproductive
rights, and other critical
issues could lose their
tax-exempt status.
Chilling effect: This
broad and vague authority

couldintimidate organiza-
tions and stifle advocacy
work. Nonprofits would
risk financial ruin just
for standing up for our
basicrights and freedoms.
Played outto the extreme,
your grandma who has
been donating to Si-
erra Club or to Feed
the Children could
find herselffacing 20
years for supporting
a‘““terrorist -support-
ing organization” The bill
was killed in the House,
but there is a push for
another vote this week.
Tell Darin LaHood to vote
no. Protect our rights and
freedoms!

Alice Brigade
Rochelle

Letter: Thanks
to Rangel

EAR editor,
Again
we are

grateful to Joe Ran-
gel for honoring vet-
erans at the Sunrise
in Byron with the
breakfast. We are also
thankful for the sharing of
the very recent Honduras

mission adventure by Joe
and friends. It was
mostinteresting and
encouraging to hear
of servantleadership
and God at work.
Always.

Norma Swanson
Chana

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen
for publication, but the use of any material is at
the discretion of management. All letters must be
signed or they will not be considered for publi-
cation. During election times, no letters written
by the candidates endorsing themselves will
be considered for publication. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are
urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm
or personal attacks.

Protecting election integrity: The case for voter ID

N Nov. 5, vot-
ers across the
country went

to the polls at near-record
numbers. Early voting
and vote-by-mail par-
ticipation also reached
historic highs. But amid
this surge in voter en-
gagement, there remains
a significant divide in
how states approach one
of the most fundamental
aspects of our elections:
voter identification.

According to a 2024
review by the Nation-
al Conference of State
Legislatures, nine states
— Arkansas, Georgia,
Indiana, Kansas, Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina,
Ohio, Tennessee, and
Wisconsin—require strict
photo identification at the
polls. Another three states
—Arizona, North Dakota,
and Wyoming — require
non-photo IDs but still
demand proof of identity.
In these states, voters
who fail to present an ID
cast a provisional ballot
that is set aside until the
voter returns with valid
identification. 1 applaud
this process.

In contrast, 14 other
states request photo IDs
but allow voters without
one to sign an affidavit
or have their signature
verified by an election
judge. Thirteen additional
states request any form of

identification, whetherit’s
a photo ID or not.

Then there are states
like Illinois, that do not
require any form of iden-
tification at the polls. This
raises an important ques-
tion: In an era where the
sanctity of our elections is
more important than ever,
shouldn’t we take every
reasonable step to ensure
the integrity of our voting
system?

On Nov. 5, voters in
Nevada, where no form
of voter ID is required,
sentaclearmessage. They
overwhelmingly approved
a ballot proposition that
would amend the
state constitution
to require photo
ID for in-person
voting, or the last
four digits of a
driver’s license
or Social Security
number for mail-
in ballots. With
73.3% of voters in
favor, Nevada’s decision
is a strong endorsement
of the need for clear, ver-
ifiable identification atthe
polls or when voting from
home.

When Republicans file
voter ID bills in the Sen-
ate (SB 2917 and SJRCA
14 in the 103rd Gener-
al Assembly [GA], and
SBs 2949 and 3057 in
the 102nd GA), they are
blocked by Democrat

Andrew
Chesney

leaders who argue that
Voter ID laws suppress
access to ballots because
some people cannotafford
photo IDs. Meanwhile,
these same Democrats
have continually support-
ed legislation providing
free photo ID cards to
those who cannot afford
them or would otherwise
have difficulty obtaining
them. These laws include
measures that provide free
state identification cards to
seniors aged 65+, home-
less people, and those
leaving our prisons.

If the controlling
party has proven they
are interested in
making sure free
IDs are available,
why shouldn’t we
require voters to
present an ID at
the polls? Why
would Democrats
notjoinusinwant-
ing fairness and
transparency in
our elections?

Anothernotable devel-
opment from the recent
election is the growing
trend of constitutional
amendments clarifying
that only U.S. citizens are
eligibleto vote. InNovem-
ber, voters in eight states
—Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky,
Missouri, North Caro-
lina, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, and Wisconsin
— approved measures to

enshrine this principle in
their state constitutions.

This follows similar
amendments that passed
in Alabama, Colorado,
and Florida in recent
years. By reaffirming the
right to vote as exclusive
to citizens, these amend-
ments reflectanationwide
commitment to safeguard-
ing the integrity of our
elections.

The importance of elec-
tion integrity cannot be
overstated. Voter ID laws
are one of the simplest
and most effective ways
to prevent voter imper-
sonation and ensure that
only eligible voters are
participating in our de-
mocracy. This is not about
partisanship — it’s about
protecting the legitimacy
of every vote cast.

I invite all legisla-
tors, regardless of party
affiliation, to join me in
supporting measures that
strengthen the integrity
of our elections. We can
and should have laws that
ensure both access to the
ballotbox and the integrity
of'the process. The people
ofNevadahave shown the
way. [t’stime for [llinois—
and the other states that
have been unwilling—to
follow suit.

Andrew Chesney
(R-Freeport) is the Illi-
nois state senator for the
45™ District.

Apprenticeships offer debt-free options
as education and the workforce change

ATIONALAp-
prenticeship
Week cele-

brates its 10" anniversary
from Nov. 17-23, a week
dedicated to sharing the
life-changing impact that
registered apprenticeships
have for jobseekers and
employers alike. U.S. De-
partment of Labor appren-
ticeships offer a debt-free
pathway to amiddle-class
career, while advancing
racial and gender equity.

Apprenticeships ensure
that good jobs are not
dependent on a college
degree and strengthen our
economy by developing
a highly skilled
workforce to meet
the demands of
changing indus-
tries. At a time
when many Amer-
icans are question-
ing the value of a
four-year college
degree, econom-
ic outcomes for
young adults without a
degree are improving and
apprenticeships are a key
reason why.

Apprenticeships are an
arrangement in which a
worker receives hands-on
job training and technical
instruction to excel in their
desired career, while still
earning a paycheck. Ap-
prentices earnto learn, and
programs vary in length,
with many lasting up to
six years depending on
the occupation. Atthe end
of a registered program,
apprentices graduate and
receive a nationally rec-
ognized certificate of
completion as proof of
their skills.

As the cost of higher
education increases, we
are seeing a demand for
young people seeking
pathways to good, union
jobs across industries
without the burden of
student debt. Hannah Hill,
a 26-year-old painter and
treasurer of Painters Local
Union 90, went to college
to pursue a career in nurs-
ing but quickly questioned
if she was suited for the
field. Hill, like many
young people faced with
the burden of college debt,
instead turned toward jobs
that were not marketed to
them in high school.

National Ap-
prenticeship Week
offers us an op-
portunity to see
more pathways to
economic security.
Apprenticeships
can serve as the
great equalizer in
our economy. The
biggest employee
benefit may be earning
from day one, and for
employers, they can help
closetheskills gap, reduce
hiring costs and increase
employee retention.

Illinois is poised for
growth in apprenticeship
programs across indus-
tries, with more than 400
registered apprenticeship
programs spanning con-
struction and building
trades, hospitality and
culinary arts, and me-
chanic and machinery
fields. As the job market
for those with four-year
college degrees continues
to tighten, more and more
young people are looking
for debt-free pathways

Tim
Drea

into a career.

The Illinois General
Assembly firstintroduced
the Apprenticeship Act
in 1819, and in the past
decade has reaffirmed its
commitment to providing
pathways for all workers.
This past year, we saw
an $18 million investment
for Illinois Works Pre-Ap-
prenticeship programs
across the state, and the
launch of the Climate
Works Pre-Apprentice-
ship program to train
underserved residents for
careers inthe clean energy
sector. In the construction
industry, we see an an-
nual investment
of $136 million
for worker skills
development, and
significant returns
on every dollar
invested.

Programs like
these show us that
there are many
paths toward the
American Dream, and in-
creasingly, young workers
are making the leap from
the college campus to the
apprenticeship campus.
In the construction work-
force, workers receive
27% more training than
curriculum hours when
compared to a bachelor’s
degree, a model that can
be built upon as employ-
ers consider expanding
apprenticeships into other
industries.

We have made signifi-
cant strides over the past
10 years, and Illinois’
investment in pre-appren-
ticeship and apprentice-
ship programs hasled to its
top ranking in workforce

Danielle
Sunley

development. In fact, we
rank number one in the
Midwest.

The commitment to
examine the future we are
creating for young people
entering the workforce
is leading many of us
to rethink college as the
only path to good wages.
Instead, we are reframing
“success” as a diverse
economy that works for
all, whether you have a
college degree or grad-
uated from a registered
apprenticeship program.
Afamily sustaining wage,
secure retirement, health
care and job safety are
things that all
workers deserve.

A college de-
gree can pay off
for the careers that
truly need it, but
it’s not the only
educational option
that can lead to
a rewarding ca-
reer. Whether you
are just entering the job
market or are beginning
a career transition, the
apprenticeship model
can offer something for
everyone. When we in-
vest in our entire educa-
tion system, including
apprenticeships, we are
committing to the future
of our communities and
workforce.

Tim Drea is presi-
dent of lllinois AFL-CIO.
Danielle Sunley is a jour-
neyperson level plumb-
ing BIM/modeler and
part-time apprenticeship
instructor with United
Association of Plumbers,
Steamfitters and HVACR,
Local 137.

Top local stories « Sports « Associated Press « Daily weather updates « Obituaries « Classified « Display advertising * Special sections

Stay Connected Wherever You Go!

www.oglecountylife.com

Top local stories « Sports « Associated Press « Daily weather updates « Obituaries « Classified  Display advertising « Special sections




MONDAY, NOV. 25, 2024

OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCKVALLEY SHOPPER « SECTION A - PAGE 7

(" Published every Monday )
s /- IE s ’s ) POIN I Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor
"Congress shall make no law. . . The Ogle County Life is a division of
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press" News Media Corporation. y

kWhat the Co

VER 230,000
farms are
up against a

Jan. 1, 2025, deadline
to file their detailed
Beneficial Ownership
Information (BOI) with
the Treasury Department
under the requirements
of the Corporate Trans-
parency Act (CTA). De-
spite facing steep fines
and possible jail time
for failing to file, less
than 11% of eligible
businesses nationwide
have filed their BOI.
Efforts to protect small
businesses from these
invasive requirements
and the harsh punish-
ment for noncompliance
have stalled in Congress.
Let’s review what the
Corporate Transparency
Act means for farmers.

The Corporate Trans-
parency Act was passed
in 2021 to combat money
laundering and orga-
nized crime funding. The
CTA requires that regis-
tered businesses register
any “beneficial owner”
of the company with
the U.S. Department
of Treasury’s Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN). The
BOI filing requirement
applies to any small
business that files an
incorporating document
with their state business
authority to conduct
business in the United
States, including corpo-
rations, limited partner-
ships or limited liability

companies (LLCs). The
FinCEN classification of
a“small entity” is having
less than 20 employees
and under $5 million in
cash receipts.

While the actu-
al Structure of a busi-
ness — and the process
to incorporate —can vary
slightly state to state,
most farms operate as
pass-through entities
in which the compa-
ny’s income is passed
directly into the own-
er’s individual income,
rather than being taxed
as business revenue.
When a business files an
incorporating document,
itis classified as a C-cor-
poration (C-corp) or
S-corporation (S-corp).
When a business files
an organizing document,
it is generally classified
as an LLC. C-corps are
legally separated from
their owners and are
taxed at both a business
and individual level.
S-corps, partnerships
and LLCs pass business
revenue through to be
taxed at the owner level,
but they provide liabil-
ity protection to their
owners by operating as
independent entities.

Beneficial owners
include anyone with a
significant stake in the
company, whether or not
they have directlegal ties
to the business. This may
include holding at least
25% of a company’s
shares, having a similar

level of control over the
company’s equity or
holding significant influ-
ence over the company’s
decisions and opera-
tions (i.e., the authority
to exercise substantial
managerial control over
the reporting company).
Should a business par-
take in illegal activities,
each such stakeholder
is accountable for the
crimes of the business.

Filings must include
all personal informa-
tion like addresses,
birthdays and identifi-
cation numbers
for each owner.
While this report
does not have
to be renewed
after the initial
filing, changes
of address, new
driver’s licens-
es or changes of
name all require
updated filings. Since
having control over a
business’ operations
qualifies as beneficial
ownership, a restructur-
ing of job duties, even if
the person does not have
a legal ownership stake
in the company, could
also trigger requirements
to file updates.

The vast majority
of farms and ranches
operate as sole propri-
etorships and are like-
ly exempt from filing
their BOI, but 230,792
farming operations are
state-registered busi-
nesses, either as corpo-

rations or partnerships.
These 12% of all farm
operations operate 33%
of farm acres.

Farms and ranches ar-
en’tthe only agricultural
businesses that have to
meet CTArequirements.
Many feed and supply
stores, crop marketers
like grain elevators and
the greater rural busi-
ness community are
also likely required to
file their BOI and sub-
ject to penalties if they
do not. The regulatory
burdens and potential en-
forcement crack-
downs could have
ripple effects
throughout the
entire food, fiber
and fuel supply
chains.

With less than
two months left
to register, only
11% of the esti-
mated 30 million com-
panies that fall under
the filing requirements
of Jan. 1, 2025, have
successfully filed with
FinCEN.

Businesses that fail
to file, or do not update
records when needed,
could face criminal fines
up to $10,000 and addi-
tional civil penalties of
up to $591 per day they
fail to file. If the hefty
fines are not deterrence
enough, failure to file
could also lead to felony
charges and up to two
years in prison, whether
or not these paperwork

violations are linked to
any other crime.

A lack of awareness
and other permitting
and filing requirements
are likely the biggest
reason farms and other
businesses fail to meet
the CTA obligations.
Businesses already file
registrations with state
agencies to operate,
leading many to believe
their information is re-
corded with the correct
agencies, but FinCEN
does not receive owner-
ship information from
these agencies. Many
financial institutions
require their own BOI
reports from customers
to absolve themselves
of responsibility for
fraudulent transactions.
However, these do not
fulfill the new CTA re-
quirements as they are
not reported to FinCEN.

CTA filing deadlines
also vary depending on
business inception. Jan.
1, 2025, is the deadline
for businesses estab-
lished before Jan. 1,
2024. Ifbusinesses were
registered in the 2024
calendar year, they only
had 90 days to file their
BOI uponnotification of
their business certifica-
tion. Businesses estab-
lished after Jan. 1,2025,
will have even stricter
filing requirements; they
will only have 30 days
after notification of their
formation to submit
their initial BOI report

rporate Transparency Act means for farmers

to FinCEN. This 30-day
window also applies to
updates to previously
filed information for all
registered businesses,
adding another chore
for small business own-
ers (or those exercising
“substantial control”)
going through business
restructuring, or major
life changes, such as a
family death or divorce.

While BOI is free to
file, business owners
should consult attorneys
or accountants to deter-
mine whether or not they
arerequired to file and, if
so, when to ensure they
comply with FinCEN’s
standards.

Small businesses of-
ten lack the time and the
staffto track ever-chang-
ing rules and regulations
pushed out by the federal
government. The Corpo-
rate Transparency Act
is an added burden for
small business owners
nationwide, including
farmers and ranchers.
With unclear guidance
and a lack of public
awareness, businesses of
all sizes are struggling to
comply with new BOI
requirements and are
quickly approaching a
deadline that bears crim-
inal consequences.

See the Treasury De-
partment’s BOI filing
page at https://www.
fincen.gov/boi

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau.

Bipartisan solution needed to protect kids online

HERE are a lot
ofmoms like me
who had kids at

ayoungage and then after
an extended gap had more
kids later in life.
Raising my two older
kids in the early 2000s
had its fair share of
difficulties, but there is
no question raising my
two younger kids in the
current digital age pres-

ents some unprecedented
challenges.

As much as I would
like to be able to monitor
everything my kids see
and do online, the truth is
Ican’tbethere 24 hours a
day; seven days per week.
Itis impossible. I trustmy
kids, butI don’t share that
same trust of the online
community.

We need Congress to

actto help parents take on
the challenges of
the digital age, but
whatever action
is taken must be
done in a respon-
sible manner.
One bill still
under consider-
ation in Congress
is the Kids On-
line Safety Act
(KOSA). While the push

Here are some safety tips to
include in your discussion.

Tailor your discussion to your ki

N

areas.

Do not let your guard down. Always be on the lookout for
strangers.

Do not make contact with strangers. Be quiet and take their
questions and pleas for help to an adult you know and trust.
Do not panic should a stranger approach. Run to a reliable
adult and let them know what is going on, whether a teacher
in the parking lot, a clerk in a store or a neighbor down the
street. If possible, take down the stranger’s license plate
number. Should the stranger grab you, do whatever it takes
to get away from them and attract the attention of any

Taunya
Madden

to add new protections
for kids online is
a movement that
many, including
me, proudly stand
behind, several
debilitating flaws
in the bill’s con-
struction were
overlooked.

One central
concern with
KOSAisits “duty of care”

School has started, and with all of activities going on, there is no better time to discuss the danger of strangers with
your kids. Telling them not to talk to strangers is not enough. You want to make sure they know what a stranger is and
how to deal with them.

Do not mistake a friendly face for someone you know.
Anyecne you do not know is a stranger, regardless how nice
they seem or what they have to offer. Just because the
person has a cute dog or tons of candy does not mean you
can trust them. Ask for identification from anyone in uniform.
Do not walk to school or play outside alone, if you can help
it. Strangers are less likely to approach groups of kids.

Do not go places where strangers could be lurking, such as
empty playgrounds or abandoned buildings. Stay in busy

reliable adults that may be around.

P

Do not keep any incidents with strangers to yourself. Let
your parents know as soon as possible so they can contact
the police.

provision. The duty of
care calls on social plat-
forms to regulate content
considered “harmful to
minors.” Yet rather than
provide further details to
explainits vague criteria,
it leaves the authority to
the platforms themselves
and the FTC, which can
take legal action against
companies that refuse to
take down content they

s’ ages and use role-playing to help them

understand the gravity of the situation. Their safety is at stake!

OcLe County

Ro VA1EY SHOPPER ———

News-Leader

OCLHOUSE

consider “harmful.” As
platforms seek to avoid
these legal battles, they
are likely to take any con-
tent that could be deemed
harmful by KOSA’s en-
forcers, which essentially
puts regulators in charge
of what kinds of content
my kids see.

Moreover, the FTC is
notthe only regulator that
stands to gain tremen-
dous authority to restrict
content online through
KOSA. In its current
state, the legislation also
empowers state attorneys
general to wield it in
coordination with state
law to take action against
platforms hosting content
from individuals and or-
ganizations with whom
they disagree.

The last thing we need
in the effort to protect
kids is to have political
bias interjected in the
rules governing kids’
ability to access online
content. Access to the In-
ternet is part of everyday
life for kids. Kids need
access to the Internet
to do even basic things
like getting their school
assignments.

Too often, well-in-
tentioned laws end up
doing more harm than
good because our leaders
in Congress want to do
something even if that
something might not ac-
tually solve the problem.

I hope that Congress-
woman Nikki Budzinski
and her colleagues will
take the time to get KOS A
right. Doing something
for the sake of doing
something is not a real
solution. We must protect
kids online and prioritize
their safety, but we must
also ensure KOSA can-
not be used as a political
weapon.

Taunya Madden is an
emergency room nurse
at Memorial Hospital in
Springfield.
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Highland board member elected to Association of Communlty College Trustees

FREEPORT—High-
land Community College
Trustee Shawn Boldt
has been elected to a
national leadership role
with the Association
of Community College
Trustees (ACCT). Boldt
was elected in October
as Central Region direc-
tor, serving community
colleges in 10 states and
parts of Canada.

Boldt will serve a
three-year term with the
ACCT, a nonprofit that
represents 6,500-plus
community college trust-
ees across over 1,200
North American commu-
nity, technical and junior
colleges. His post will
empower connections
among these institutions,
as well as with lawmak-
ers in Washington, D.C.

“The reason I want-
ed to become involved
nationally is the amount
of information and ideas
that can be gleaned and
brought back for use at
Highland,” said Boldt.
“These include best prac-

tices, ideas for emerg-
ing academlc programs,
grant opportunities and
potential partnerships
with other colleges.”

Boldt’s new appoint-
ment is a continuation
of his extensive involve-
ment with the ACCT,
most recently on the
Finance and Audit Com-
mittee and Member Com-
munication and Edu-
cation Committee. He
was also elected to the
state-level Illinois Com-
munity College Trustees
Association board as
treasurerin 2022, having
previously held a role of
regional co-chair for the
ICCTA.

Boldt, who started his
studies at a community
college, has a lengthy
legacy of civic involve-
ment. Before his election
to Highland’s governing
board, he served on the
Freeport City Council for
14 years. He has addi-
tionally held posts on the
boards of Big Brothers/
Big Sisters, Northern

[llinois Economic Devel-
opment, and Immanuel
Church and School.

Asthe ACCT’s Central
Region director, Boldt
will work to advocate for
students and employees
ofthe community college
system by helping set
legislative priorities. In
turn, he will collaborate
with educational institu-
tions, and impact policy
and budget decisions for
the ACCT.

“I believe that service
to the organization is
important, but service
to our students and staff
must be paramount,” said
Boldt. “As a product of
acommunity college that
launched my educational
path, and now as a par-
ent of two community
college graduates and a
student trustee, I have
been able to benefit great-
ly from this system. Now,
it is time to give back,
ensure the future, and
improve the community
college experience for
all.”

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Highland Community College Trustee Shawn Boldt has been elected to a national
leadership role with the Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT).

ﬂ*»‘.@m

e R

?ﬂd'

<

i I e l!-I"

‘ ‘: .*.! 1 ;I-I”l.,zu

-

g

Carefree 4-H Club holds November meeting
The Carefree 4-H Club met for their November meeting on Nov. 11. Kodi Hubbard arranged for a guest to come speak. Captain Mike Spencer came and talked to
the kids about being an airplane pilot. He told them all about the planes, the states he flies to, and some fun stories about his job and what it’s like to be a pilot.
The kids learned a lot and had many questions. The club meets on the second Monday of the month in Oregon. There is still time to join for the current 4-H year.
(Courtesy photo)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

e
—

Nov. 25: The Ogle
County Historical Soci-
ety in Oregon will have
their monthly meet-
ing, Monday, Nov. 25 at
6:30 p.m. The meeting will
be held in the carriage

house annex building on
Franklin Street which 1is
behind (east of) the Nash
House Museum at 111 N.
Sixth St. All are welcome
to attend.

Dec. 3, 5: The Forres-

Brought to you by these sponsors:

ton High School Servant
Leaders, in cooperation
with Darlene Book, Tex-
as Disaster Relief, and
North Carolina Canton
Fire Department are host-
ing a Christmas Book &

Toy Drive for children in
North Carolina who suf-
fered great loss from the
recent hurricanes. Help us
spread Christmas cheer to
our neighbors to the south!
Servant Leaders will be

collectingdonations during
the girls basketball game
on Tuesday, Dec. 3 and the
boys basketball game on
Thursday, Dec. 5. Dona-
tions can also be dropped
off at the FISHS office

during school hours. The
sleigh will be loaded after
the start of the varsity game
on Dec. 5. All donations
will go to children in need.
Thank you for your support
and your generosity!

DIXON
204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

Patrick R. Jones, Jr.

JONES FUNERAL HOMES
Ask us about our guaranteed
prearrangement contracts.

AMBOY
303 E. Main St.
857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com .o

Scott Stephens, Agent
500 Gale St

Oregon, IL 61061

Bus: 815-732-6690
www.scottlstephens.com

oo StateFarm-

For All Your Insurance Needs.

09262016

HlLLlKER ELEETRIE

LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL WIRING

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM « FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

GENERAC

0 120 W 2nd St, Byron IL « 815-406-8060

Hours
Store \ =

9-6
s e | (I

SAT & SUN | tovisit our website
92 rerunshyron.com

OGLE COUNTY
LIFE

Travis Cunningham
Owner/Auctioneer

815-297-4505

Forreston, IL

atauctionservices@gmail.com

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

Rent Online at:

GESIN RENTALS &
Property Management

Self Storage Units Available! Two Bedroom Duplex

www.gesinselfstorage.com

Available Soon

Office located at:
207 N. McKendrie Ave, Mt. Morris, IL

815-734-4716 » gesincompanies@hotmail.com

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com

Call Chris Grimm today to be included in our Community Calendar!
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(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ogle Jolly Members visit veterans at Double O Saloon (left) to thank them for their service. Pictured are Wesley Clark, Bristol Clark, Bailey Clark, Alyse Rogers and
Hailey Clark. Above at right are the 2024 Ogle Jolly 4-H Officers Ayden Alderks (treasurer), Aubrey Janoski (president), Kennedy Collins (recreation), Alyse Rogers (vice
president), Matthew Roos (historian), Owen Collins (recreation), Kaitlyn Adams (reporter), and Bristol Clark (secretary).

Ogle Jolly 4-H Club hosts November meeting, activities

OGLE COUNTY —
The Ogle Jolly 4-H Club
met on Nov. 18 for their
monthly meeting. The
Cloverbud children (ages
5-7) made pumpkin piein
a bag. The 4-H members
reviewed old business,
including a Veterans Day

visit to Double O in
Monroe Center to thank
veterans and give them
cards. Members partic-
ipated in the Ogle Jolly
garbage bag fundraiser,
and garbage bags were
distributed to members at
the meeting. Ogle County

4-H Achievement Day
was Nov. 17. Members
participated by receiving
awards and passing on
the “Club of the Year”
award. On Achievement
Day, Ogle Jolly 4-H
Club was awarded a
4-H Honor Club Award

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Ogle Jolly 4-H Members at Ogle County 4-H Achievement Day: Nolan Adams,
Kaitlyn Adams, and Alyse Rogers.

and was recognized for
decorating a window to
promote 4-H week. The
club will be participating
in Cardinal Christmas in
Stillman Valley by dec-
orating a Christmas tree

and caroling on Sunday,
Dec. 1. We will also be
caroling at Generations at
Neighbors nursing home
in Byron on Dec. 12. Our
next meeting will be Dec.
16, which will include a

club awards ceremony
and a pizza party. Each
family is encouraged to
bring a dessert.

Submitted by: Kaitlyn
Adams, Ogle Jolly Club
Reporter

DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVICES

Al
A.A. Hotline

hol Abuse

unseling & Recover

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and

24-H

r Shelter and Helplin
HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

Senior

itizens Services

Hub City Senior Center

732-1301

unt

815-222-8869

962-5585
732-3157

562-3801
732-2499

562-5050

734-6335
946-3818
732-3252

Mt Morris Senior & Community Center
Polo Senior Center
Rock River Center

PAG to present ‘Christmas

Eve in Chaos’ Jan. 10-12

MT.MORRIS—This
winter, the Performing
Arts Guild of Mt. Morris
will present a dessert
theatre, Christmas Eve
in Chaos. Christmas Eve
in Chaos 1s a festive,
side-splitting radio play
that captures the spirit of
holiday mishaps. Carol
(Trudy Whalen), the ulti-
mate holiday enthusiast, is
determined to make Rick’s
home the brightest on the
block. But when her elab-
orate light display causes
a massive neighborhood
blackout, her dreams of a
perfect Christmas quickly
turninto aholiday disaster.

Linda (Priscilla Os-
borne), Rick’s sensible
wife, finds herself caught
inthe chaos, trying to keep
peace amid the escalating
mishaps. Meanwhile, Rick
(Mark Tremble) provides
sarcastic commentary,
and Uncle Frank (Larry
Ubben) is convinced it’s

all part of a government
conspiracy. The family
must figure out how to
restore power before the
entire neighborhood turns
on them.

As they scramble in
the dark, things take an
unexpected turn when
Santa (Jeff Bold) himself
crash-lands his sleigh in
their backyard. The rein-
deer are scattered, Santa
i1s flustered, and Carol
sees it as her chance to
save Christmas. With
Rick reluctantly dragged
along, Lindatryingtokeep
everyone grounded, and
Uncle Frank still on high
alert, the family sets off
on a chaotic reindeer hunt
through the snowy streets.

Fromrunaway reindeer
to inflatable snowmen,
Christmas Eve in Chaos
delivers laugh after laugh
as the family’s holiday
woes spiral out of control.
This heartwarming com-

edy is perfect for anyone
who needs a post-hol-
iday pick-me-up and a
reminder that even the
most chaotic Christmas
can bring joy.

This delightful comedy
will be held on Friday
through Sunday, Jan.
10-12 at the Allure of
Pinecrest Grove Theater,
500 Evergreen Lane, Mt.
Morris. Friday and Satur-
day shows are at 7 p.m.,
with a Sunday matinee
at 2 p.m. Get your tickets
now! Tickets are $16, with
a $2 discount for students.
Dessert (included in the
price) will be served at In-
termission. Reservations
are encouraged. For infor-
mation, call 815.734.2103
or order online at www.
performingartsguild.com.

Due to scheduling
conflicts, this show will
replace the previously
scheduled play, A Christ-
mas Story.

Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance

Veteran’s Crisis Line
Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

815-255-9181
988 then press 1
732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499
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CRULL: Ogle County attorney appointed to serve as assocnate judge

From page 1

Tess advised there was
an opening in his office and
Crull chose to practice law
in Ogle County.

Duringlaw school, Crull
took partinaclerkshipinthe
Ogle County Courthouse,
working for a number of
Ogle County judges.

“I had a tremendous
amount of respect for the
judges,” Crull said. “Judge
Mallon in particular would
always come into my office
and give me career and life
advice and I always really
respected and appreciated
that. T also remember I
was there when Judge
Pemberton retired, and he
sat on the bench for a great
period of time after his last
case. Youcouldjustseehow
important that was and how
much thatmeant to him and
how much he enjoyed that
career. That always kind of
stuck in my mind.”

Crull, 38, said he chose
to apply for the associate
judge position to help the
community and make Ogle
County a better place. He
said he was “tremendously

humbled”’whenhereceived
news of his appointment.

The biggest change for
Crull will be working with
both sides of cases, rather
than just one as an attorney.
He thanked everyone at
Tess, Crull & Arnquist for
the past 10+ years.

Crull can trace his fam-
ily’s roots in Ogle County
back to the early 1900s.
He’s found receipts from
that time of one of his great
grandfathers selling items
to another.

“I’ve been given and
need to take advantage of
anopportunity to helpmake
Ogle County and the whole
15th Judicial Circuitthe best
place thatIcan,” Crull said.
“I like the people here and
want them to do well and I
wantmore peopletowantto
live here. It’s humbling, but
very exciting. [t means a lot
thatthattrusthas beenputin
me and that I can hopefully
use it to help our area.”

Crull said making sure
peoplerespectthe courtpro-
cess, and making sure they
feel respected during the
process will be paramount
to him on the bench. He

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Russell Crull received his undergraduate degree in 2009 from Western lllinois University in Macomb and his
Juris Doctor in 2013 from Northern lllinois University in DeKalb.

wants to make sure people
feel they have a fair and
impartial judge.

“Being able to help both
sides is what I’'m looking

forward to most,” Crull
said. “I’'m looking forward
to being able to have the
time to listen to everybody.
A lot of times as a lawyer

you listen to the other
side, but you’re listening
in order to attack. I think
it’ll be a lot nicer when I
have the opportunity to just

listen to both sides without
predetermining anything
and hearing out both sides
in advance of making any
determination.”

Cardinal Christmas is Dec. 1 in

STILLMANVALLEY
— Stillman’s Cardinal
Christmas will be held on
Dec. 1 from4-7 p.m. Santa
and Mrs. Claus will arrive
by firetruck at4 p.m.at Lad-
ders of Learning Daycare.
Photos with Santa will be
taken by Sammie Cicogna
allevening. Acraftand ven-
dor show will take place at
Meridian Junior High from
3-7p.m. Alivenativity will
be across from the Jr. High
at the Brick Center. Inside
there will be carolers and
cider donuts.

Coyote 102.3 will be
broadcasting live from the
Royal Blue. Royal Blue
will have food and a special
peppermint sundae during

theevening. Aninformation
booth will be set up at the
corner of Main and Walnut.
Punch cards can be entered
into a drawing for a family
four pack of tickets to the
Ice Hogs. New this year
will be Dancing Dads;
they will perform at 4:30
p.m. and again at 5:30 p.m.
downtown.

The annual tree lighting
will take place at 5 p.m.,
along with People’s Choice
Award for the favorite
decorated tree. Lion’s will
be serving cookies and hot
cocoa at the garage by the
bank. Horse-drawn car-
riage rides and wagon rides
will be offered all evening.
Snow Princess and Super

Stillman Valley

Hero will be at the Jr. High
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Fiona
will be doing nails for girls
from 4-6 p.m. at Shear
Madness. Therewillalsobe
hair tinsel for the girls. The
Grinchwill bearound town.

Grace Fellowship
Church will be doing face
painting and making crafts
with children. Bonfires
will be lit and s’mores can
be made. RED will have a
table set up at the Wooden
Nickel. Fritzwill be grilling
hot dogs and pork chops
outside the Wooden Nick-
el. There will be specialty
drinks available inside.
Come downtown Stillman
Valley and enjoy the fun
on Dec. 1.

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of

365 DAILY WINNERS - TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250
PLUS Each Galendar Has VALUABLE LOGAL GOUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2025 From The Heart Gash Galendar!

* ONLINE: Go to httn://fromtheheartrochelle.ory and click on
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR.

* IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin's

In DiXon at: Shining Star

* BY MAIL: Fill out the form helow and send it in to us and we will
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2025 From The Heart Gash Galendars are
NOW mmllﬂBlE

The proceeds of the sale of the
calendars benefit our From The
Heart recipients:

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle
Ghristian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus
House, Shining Star Ghildren's
Advecacy Genter, GASA, Rochelle
Area Gommunity Foundation,
Gommunity Action Network, Hub Gity
Senior Genter & Rochelle Rotary.

2025
Fvone Ve Hear!

r 1
IYES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!
!

NAME:

(Please Print)

ADDRESS:

| CITY, STATE, ZIP:

| PHONE:

NUMBER OF CALENDARS:
I Clip and mail this form along with $23.50
I ($20 per calendar plus $3.50 per calendar postage)

Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

L______________J

Higley Light Extravaganza is Nov. 29 in Mt. Morris
Miles is back on the roof helping to have everything ready for our 13th year of the
Higley Light Extravaganza Annual Light Kickoff. Join us at 309 W. Front St. in Mt.
Morris on Friday, Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m. for goodies, drinks and fellowship. This year
we are collecting new toys for the local police and fire departments. Also we will
be accepting monetary donations for Wreaths Across America. This is a nonprofit
organization that helps honor, remember and teach future generations what the
cost of freedom is by placing a wreath on the headstone or final resting place of
an American hero. (Courtesy photo)

After a 40+ year farming career in the Rochelle, IL area, Ray & his wife Brenda have decided
to offer their equipment on this timed online event featuring their late model items!

Ray & Brenda Rainwater, (815) 751-7730
or Steffes Group Representatives Tim Meyer, (319) 750-1233 or Nate Larson, (319) 931-3944

SteffesGroup.com | (319) 385-2000
Steffes Group, Inc., 2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA
Tim Meyer - IL 441.001748

All items sold as is where is. Payment of cash, check, or credit card must be made up to two days post auction close before the removal
of items. Statements made online take precedence over all advertising. Additional fees may apply. Titles will be maile
Canadian buyers need a bank letter of credit to facilitate border transfer.



SECTION A « PAGE 11 « OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

MONDAY, NOV. 25, 2024

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

How businesses can make the most of Small Business Saturday

ALES and con-
S sumer holidays
compete for
shoppers’ attentions ev-
ery year between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s
Day. Such events save
consumers billions of
dollars every year, but
small business owners
know it’s no small feat
getting holiday shoppers
to part with their hard-
earned money.
Competing for holiday
shoppers is hard work, but
those efforts can provide
a big payoff. According
to Finder’s Black Friday
Statistics 2022, 55 per-
cent of men and 52 per-
centof women planned to
shop Black Friday sales in
2022, when men planned
to spend $465 and women
intended to spend $300.
[f small business owners
are concerned they can’t
compete on Black Friday,
they can always look to
Small Business Satur-
day, which encourages
holiday shoppers to pa-
tronize brick and mortar
businesses that are small
and local. Competition
can still be steep on Small
Business Saturday, but
the following are some
strategies business own-
ers can employ to make
the most of this unique
event on the holiday sea-
son calendar.
* Update your web-
site. The Small Business
Administration recom-

mends that small busi-
ness owners consider a
digital makeover for their
websites. Even though
Small Business Saturday
encourages individuals to
shop in person, modern
consumers typically pe-
ruse online offerings first.
Updating an outdated
website or simply re-
viewing all information,
including product details,
on the website to ensure
it’s up-to-date can help
small businesses make
a strong first impression
with holiday shoppers.

* Promote Small Busi-
ness Saturday. Though
it’s been around for more
than a decade, Small
Business Saturday is not
yet the household name
that Black Friday has
become. Small business
owners can drum up in-
terest in Small Business
Saturday by promoting
the day on their social
media channels. The
SBA recommends busi-
ness owners encourage
shoppers to snap selfies
and tag their businesses
on their own social me-
dial accounts, which can
increase engagement and
potentially attract new
customers.

* Sell and promote gift
cards. Gift cards help
national retailers generate
substantial revenue each
year, and there’s no rea-
son why small businesses
can’t get their piece ofthe

L1

#

gift card pie. Gift cards
remain wildly popular,
as a recent survey from
the National Retail Fed-
eration found that 54
percent of participants
identified gift cards as
the most-wanted gift of
the 2022 holiday season.

|

TRAEGER

WOOD PELLET GRILLS

<

Koeller
Forreston Hardware

Where Hometown 'Hardware
Tradltion Continues

Shop Online at www.doitbest.com/koeller

104 E. Main St.
Forreston, IL
815-938-2240

www.doitbest.com/koeller
M-F 7-5 - Sat 8-3 « Sun Closed

facebook

HARVEST

Your local
dealer for
HARVEST
RIGHT FREEZE
DRYERS and
TRAEGER
GRILLS!

SHop

Locar

Likeuson

SBS11252024

Small businesses can of-
fer discounted gift cards
on Small Business Sat-
urday and promote those
efforts on their websites
and via social media.

* Open early and
close late. Small Busi-
ness Saturday, which

occurs on the Saturday
after Thanksgiving, is
a great opportunity for
small businesses to start
the potentially lucrative
holiday season off on the
right foot. The SBAurges
small businesses to open
early and close late on

Small Business Saturday
so they can capitalize as
much as possible on this
popular retail holiday.

Small business own-
ers can embrace various
strategies to make the
most of Small Business
Saturday.

Why supporting local
small businesses matters

HE holiday sea-
son is a time of
year when shop-

ping takes center stage.
While online giants and
big box retailers seem to
beeverywhere, offering an
endless array of products
with the convenience of
low prices, small busi-
nesses provide a range of
benefits that go far beyond
the ease ofamouse click or
mountains of merchandise.
Shopping local retailers
is more than just a trans-
action — it is crucial for
maintaining the economic
foundation of local com-
munities. Let’s take a look
at the many ways it pays
to shop small businesses
during the holidays and all
year long.

* Strengthen the local
economy: A large percent-
age of the money spent
at small businesses stays
in the community. That’s
because these businesses
often are owned and oper-
ated by local residents who
areinvested in the commu-
nity themselves. Various
studies indicate that for
every $100 spentata small
business, roughly $70 stays

in the community.

* Enhanced customer
service: Owners and em-
ployees of small businesses
have a keen interest in
keeping customers happy.
They often do so by pro-
viding superior customer
service. Tailoring recom-
mendations, exhibiting
a willingness to accom-
modate special requests,
offering a more engaging
shopping experience, and
being more friendly and
connected with regular
customers sets many small
businesses apart.

* Support the communi-
ty: Small businesses serve
the community through
the products and services
they offer, and many give
back in other ways as
well. Small, locally owned
businesses often sponsor
schools, sports teams and
charities. This helps foster
a sense of belonging in the
community.

* Innovative offerings:
Small businesses are not
beholden to corporate
policies or franchise re-

strictions, so they canmore
readily bring new life to
existing ideas and trends.
Small businesses can offer
customers different op-
tions that larger retailers
cannot match.

* Job creation: Small
businesses employ a sig-
nificant percentage of the
workforce and frequently
provide jobs that mightnot
be available in larger cor-
porate settings. The U.S.
Small Business Adminis-
tration Office of Advocacy
says small businesses have
generated 12.9 million net
new jobs over the past 25
years, accounting for two
out of every three jobs
added to the U.S. econ-
omy. Keeping residents
working helps strengthen
local communities.

There are numerous
benefits to shopping at
small businesses this
Small Business Saturday
and throughout the year.
Such firms help to es-
tablish a more resilient,
diverse and bustling local
community.
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Your Holiday Jeweler for

beauty + wellness

Don't forget a

=
forthe BEAUTY

on your list! $79 ______________________________________

A v | | H@%e OFf

Hydrafacial

SL11252024.

Model Car Kits,
Slot Cars, Die Jewelry Repairs ‘
Come see what your local jewelry [§ Jewelry Cleaning & Inspection
Cast Cars, store can do for you this Jewelry Remounts & Restoration
Rockets & More : ) Custom Jewelry

Engagement Rings -
Bridal Jewelry

Seadon/ EEEE
113 N. 4th Street

125S.4"Street, W 7 -

for New BEAM Clients! __Offer goad with ooupan. Pupires 12/31/2024 _ | ‘ 2
Oregon, IL 61061 (must present offer coupon upon 1211 S. 4th Street Suite 1, DeKalb = > Oregon, IL Tue-Fri11a-7p g
815-222-7115 receitof senices) 815-758-4801 , 30 . Sat 9a-5p 5
M-F 2PM-7PM | Sat 11AM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4PM _ukeaorouowvson | 815-732-2374 Iy
beambb.com “F2PM-7PM | Sat 1LAM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4 @ FACEBOOK brooksjewelers.net LEMa8eed Closed Sunday & Monday

Mosey On Out And Put , Your Rear In Our Gear ~ Store Hours:
M, W, TH, F, Sat

Clothing ¢ Boots 10:00AM-4:30PM,
¢ Hats ¢ Belts ¢ Sun 12AM-4PM,
Buckles ¢ Jewlery ¢ Closed Tuesday

Since 1972

Tack & Bits * Horse
Care Products &
Supplies

Raku Potteryworks « Candles « Red Light
Therapy Bed + Cocoon Wellness Pod *
Purses « Jewelery « Scarves *

CC Hats & Much More! N I it

($15.00 minimum
purchase)

WESTERN STORE

y 1 Package
GET 2"\° PACKAGE g

]

]

]

]

: ; ,

' b »  Earn Cas

] 1 : < 1

: Dy TN T Back ARTAT

. d ' : @& Cruisin’ 1-39 0 Hoilday

| ft Caras 1 : -

] G‘ -‘ab\e . 1 MgsTBEZ‘ OR OLDER & SHOW VALID ID TO REDEEM r_N ~ L */NOT s Rebate
+ " 0ne per person per visit, must present coupon.  f= - < ¢ family B . - =

. Aval ALL PACKAGES INCLUDED, Give a gift of wellness! - - } ot i o pongy e £ zf';fr l‘_‘}‘;“li 11/24

: Offer good with coupon. s¢ i et e —_ . Wilk Find 1t ALl 12/24/24

! 111250024 A

E G Ggrt: © Cocoon o anning : Follow vson O — Diamond ¢ Western Store

i Celestial Sun Wellnes Spa Boutique & Tanning E S e L 15 3937001 . Western Store 315 55'3634.23?, i Rd. Rochelle IL

: 8725 N ILRt2 + Byron - 815-234-5588 : (¢ ) 5532 N Lomsre o 5. °F R - 4564 S. Knoll Rd, Rochelle Il

. *packages never expire and can be shared 112520241 Monroe Center, IL ot - a lamondgranchandwesternstore.ne

Come visit Merlins
& the Other Side
Boutique
B{'y Cz’{y Stz_//e ~
 Small Town

G Offering Classes in Candle Making, Wood
X Carving, Pottery, Painted Glass, Bubble

0,

% { Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
0 00@ . Fresh at the farm!

\ Glazing, Fiber & More!
\ See webiste for a complete list of Purchase of $30 or
A December Classes et All Greenhouse Plants Every Day 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM

PM - 6:00 PM

ntainers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

(Blooming and Green- Hundreds
to choose from) |
Expires 12-2-24

% HAPPILY HANDMADE 815

312 W. WASHINGTON ST. SUITE A
OREGON, IL 61061
. 815-595-5778
- J= L

(no additional discounts - must
present coupon with purchase)
Expires 12-15-24

(Please bring

T N T

Mentirih, 8. The Other | 300 Mix Street + Oregon, IL 61061 387 S. ., Rochelle, IL 61068
Side Boutigue RS RSN ] 815-762-6867 * PreciousPastures.com

11222024

oy & o i
I UKU
= *, Booking Over $100 & OREGON MUSIC GARAGE
o Refunds. No Double Coupons. - 5 W TOE ] e i
Nol;]toRBiijbI\i]nefi)Withh jny%thers, ?‘iﬁ ¢ ’- A Al ‘%"‘1’ 2kl S
. “i "% ¢ dAcoustic Guitars i Electric Guitars
Walk-In Welcome Bass Guitars - Banjos - Mandolins -
L] =
Book Online @:iE@ - Ukuleles * Accessories - and More!
103 U st G0 & ey |
e G Don. TI_ 61010 Call/Text for \? R v UkuleleStationAmerica.com ;
1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle Sat 8-5 gz?égz; 5099 Appointment [a): e o OregonMusicGarage.com el
Eeo. : [ -20% 1000 Washington Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061 RAICLSE
81§:p62-4141 | rochellefcodsioR Sy B Tue-Fri 9-5 Ask About Monthly Packages (815) 994-1246

Gift Cards
Available

Always a good
stocking stuffer

Floral Design, Boutique
Clothing, Unique Gifts & More!

< 815-543-6864 - [ |
\ Text or Call to Place an T
£ Order Today! m
S HOL

Visit our website or Facebook page v S

for holiday hours, events, and savings! ’ W
115 W 2nd St, ByronIL
velvetpoppyfloral.com
@) @velvetpoppyfloral

11252024
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The Oregon High School varsity and JV bowling teams opened the 2024-25 season at the Mendota Invitational on Nov. 9. The JV team took first and the varsity team
finished third in the tournament. Oregon has since added dual wins over Rockford Lutheran, Erie-Prophetstown and Rochelle.

Oregon boys bowling teams open season at Mendota Invitational

MENDOTA — The
Oregon boys bowling
season was kicked off
with a nearly perfect 299
game in the first game of
the season at the Mendota
[nvite on Saturday, Nov. 9
at IV Super Bowl in Peru.
Junior RJ Keene rolled
the 299, leaving a solid
10 pin in the final shot of

the first game as part of a
1131 team game.

Oregon was in second
place as a team after the
initial 4-game individual
format behind last year’s
13th place IHSA finishers
from Morton High School.
After an additional 10
baker format games, Or-
egon was still in second

place with a 5923-score
entering the stepladder
finals. Unfortunately, the
Hawks dropped the semi-
final match play contest to
LaSalle-Peruand finished
in third place on the day.

Individually the Hawks
were led by third-place
medalist, senior Gavvin
Surmo, with a 915 series

(264, 204,191,256) fol-
lowed by Keene in sixth
place with a 840 series,
Ethan Smice in 10th
with a 817 series, Caleb
Brooks with a 748 series
and Matthew Stahl with a
723 series.

The JV boys finished
as champions following
an exciting 2-1 match

play stepladder finals
with tournament leader
Morton. Oregon’s JV also
entered the stepladder
finals in 2nd place behind
Morton, but the JV Hawks
were able to defeat both
LaSalle-Peru and Morton
enroute to the tournament
win.

The JV was led by

Caleb Ehrler in 2nd place
individually with a 754
series (200,156,190,208),
followed closely by Zakk
West in 3rd place with a
735 series, Ivan Hernan-
dez 670 series, Wyatt Dun-
bar 595 series, and Diego
Hernandez 576 series.

See BOWLING pg 3

2166 Fawn Ridge Drive Dixon $44,000
Gorgeous Lot 3 (1.49 Acres) available to build your dream home. Located just off of
o Lowell Park Rd close to Dixon. Electric and natural gas at lot line, well and septic required.
Stately lamp lighted lane offers evening comfort. The front of the lot offers partial grass
area plus original hardwoods at the back of the lot to offer wooded privacy. Covenants

RE/MAXG

of Rock Valley ®

4303 Kendall Road Winnebago $349,900 Call Becky

Country living! Enjoy the peace and quiet on this 5.5 acres in Winnebago school district. This one owner 2 story home has 4
| bedrooms, 2 baths and a 2 car garage. Spacious kitchen open to the dining room with a brick fireplace & pellet/corn fireplace

nsert. Main level has a large family room, a bedroom and main bath with walk-in tile shower. Laundry room is also on main
4 level (washer/dryer stay). Upstairs has 3 additional oversized bedrooms with hardwood floors and a bathroom with a cast iron

ub. LL has a brick fireplace & the potential for a beautiful family room. Large deck on the back of house. 40x60 concrete slab
 to build a new shed on. 2 other outbuildings, 2 silos (not used), old brick milk house, flower garden, new roof 2023, water
{ htr (LP) 19, GFA heat from LP on main level and electric heat upstairs. Window unit, Aprilaire, free internet with Aeroband for
4 being on property, recently resurveyed this 5.5 acres from larger parcel. 197 additional acres available. Property sold AS-IS.

3128 E Mill Road Byron $168,900 Call Becky

12797 Bayside Pointe
Winnebago NOW

$435,000 Call Rebecca

&4 Stunning Lakefront

| Home in  Westlake

Vilage | 120 Feet

of Private Lakefront

Welcome to this custom-

built, one-owner home

in the highly sought-after Westlake Village community,

offering 120 feet of pristine lakefront complete with a private

dock. Set on a sprawling 0.36-acre lot, this residence offers

breathtaking lake views from nearly every room, thanks to

the abundance of large windows throughout. The main floor

features a spacious living room with a cozy gas fireplace,

perfect for enjoying the lake views year-round. A bright and

airy sunroom adds to the charm, offering the ideal space for

relaxation. The kitchen includes an eat-in area for casual

meals, while a formal dining room provides the perfect

setting for hosting guests. The master suite is conveniently

located on the main floor, boasting an updated walk-in

shower and plenty of space to unwind. Upstairs, you’ll find

two more bedrooms and a versatile room that could easily

be transformed into a bunk room for extra sleeping space.

The fully finished basement offers a 4th bedroom, a full

bathroom, and a kitchenette, perfect for guests or a private

living space. Westlake Village amenities include access

to the community pool, tennis courts, and scenic walking

trails. This is a rare opportunity to own a premier lakefront
property in Westlake Village-don’t miss out!

707 S 5th Street
Oregon NOW
$141,000 Call Carla

| New listing in

| Oregon  awesome

building 36x88 with

200 amp service,

heated. 1-16 ft door

for easy access plus a 10 ft door. This building

is only 6 years old and offers many uses. There

is also a single family home that is included with

this sale. Call today to schedule your viewing of

this unique offering with Rt 2 road frontage and
daily highway traffic count of 9,700 in Oregon.

§ carpet in the main living area and 1 bedroom. Open concept for kitchen, LR and dinette area. Corner stone fireplace
in LR. All appliances stay, raised panel oak cabinets, breakfast bar & pantry. LL has large laundry area with newer LVP

|| water filter, water softener. Covered front porch, partial brick front. Al electric, 4 window units. Sold AS-IS.

101 E 2nd Street Leaf River $107,000 Call Rebecca
Charming 3+ Bedroom, 2 Full Bath Home in Leaf River — Move-In Ready! Welcome to this spacious and inviting home in the peaceful
community of Leaf River! This 3+ bedroom, 2 full bathroom property offers plenty of room for family living and is packed with fantastic
features. The main floor boasts an open-concept design that seamlessly flows from the kitchen to the dining area and living room,
4 creating a perfect space for both everyday living and entertaining. A large family room provides additional versatile space that could easily
be transformed into a fourth bedroom or home office. The main-floor master bedroom is generously sized, offering a relaxing retreat.
Convenience is key with the main-floor laundry — a thoughtful touch that adds practicality to the layout. Upstairs, you'll find two bedrooms,
perfect for family, guests, or a quiet home retreat. The fenced backyard provides a wonderful outdoor space for pets, gardening, or enjoying
time with loved ones. An attached 1.5-car garage with extra depth offers plenty of storage for vehicles and more. This charming home is
{ ready for you to move in and make it your own. Don’t miss your chance to call this one home — schedule a showing today!

6749 N Friday Road Byron $270,000 Call Rebecca

Welcome to your dream home in the highly sought-after Byron School District! This beautiful 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom ranch offers a perfect blend

of modern updates and cozy charm. Step inside to find an inviting main floor with updated viny! plank flooring throughout the living area. The heart

of the home-the kitchen-boasts granite countertops, a stylish tile backsplash, painted cabinets, and sleek stainless-steel appliances, making it a

4 chef’s delight. The spacious master suite and additional bedrooms provide comfort and ample living space for your family. The finished lower level
B adds incredible versatility, complete with a full bathroom and the potential for a 4thbedroom, perfect for quests, a home office, or recreational use.
Nl Car enthusiasts and hobbyists will be thrilled by the 28x24 outbuilding with a 12-foot door and durable 7-inchconcrete floor, ideal for storage or
workshop needs. The attached heated garage adds convenience and ensures comfort year-round. With extensive features, and modern updates, this
property is sure to capture attention. Don't miss your chance to own this exceptional home-schedule your showing today! This one won't last long!

NEW LISTINGS

3174 S Butternut Road Oregon $259,900 Call JD

Charming rural ranch home with acreage and endless potential. Nestled on over 6 acres of picturesque land with stunning rural
views, this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom home offers the perfect blend of tranquility and opportunity. Inside, enjoy spacious living
area, a master suite with private bath, main floor laundry, and an oversized attached garage. The third bedroom provides versatility,
making it ideal for use as an office or hobby room if desired. Add your personal finishing touches to make this home uniquely
yours. Outside, the property is complete with an outbuilding featuring a heated workshop, storage shed, and a horse shelter within
a fenced pasture-perfect for animal enthusiasts or hobbyists. A whole-home generator ensures peace of mind, while the serene
setting offers a sense of privacy and rural charm. With so much potential, this is the country retreat you've been waiting for! An
additional 5 acres to the north are also available, giving you the flexibility to expand your space and dreams.

206 Smith Drive Oregon $292,900 Call Stephanie
i Discover modern living in this 3 bedroom 2 bath ranch home, boasting 1430 square feet of comfort and style. Built in 2018,
this gem is nestled in the sought after Stone Gate Subdivision. Step inside to an open floor plan featuring vaulted ceilings
and an inviting living room adorned with hickory hardwood flooring and gas fireplace. You will love the master suite offering
ol a spacious walk-in closet. There are 2 nice sized secondary bedrooms offering ample space for family, guests or a home
office. Built with2x6 construction, this home features partial exposure in the lower level and is rough in for a third bathroom,
providing ample potential for future expansion. Home is complete with a 3 car garage, 12x12 deck, outdoor firepit and
retaining wall. Stay connected and in control with the smart home package and fiber internet, and convenient city water/
sewer and natural gas utilities. Don’t miss the chance to make this exceptional property your new home.

1111 5th Avenue Rockford $255,000 Call Lori

Stunning Lakefront Home in Westlake Village | 120 Feet of Private Lakefront Welcome to this custom-built, one-owner home in the highly
sought-after Westlake Village community, offering 120 feet of pristine lakefront complete with a private dock. Set on a sprawling 0.36-
acre lot, this residence offers breathtaking lake views from nearly every room, thanks to the abundance of large windows throughout.
The main floor features a spacious living room with a cozy gas fireplace, perfect for enjoying the lake views year-round. A bright and
airy sunroom adds to the charm, offering the ideal space for relaxation. The kitchen includes an eat-in area for casual meals, while a
formal dining room provides the perfect setting for hosting guests. The master suite is conveniently located on the main floor, boasting
an updated walk-in shower and plenty of space to unwind. Upstairs, you'll find two more bedrooms and a versatile room that could
easily be transformed into a bunk room for extra sleeping space. The fully finished basement offers a 4th bedroom, a full bathroom,
and a kitchenette, perfect for guests or a private living space. Westlake Village amenities include access to the community pool, tennis
courts, and scenic walking trails. This is a rare opportunity to own a premier lakefront property in Westlake Village-don’t miss out!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

3

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Rebecca Hazzard

Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

ssf
- - 14

Taylor Miller

815-751-8943

Mark True
8156311699

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Josie Kuss Jen
815-994-1079 773-849-3522

_ L ~4 I A
Matt Bouback Jessica Lowry
815-505-5827 815-315-2617

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145
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Jamie Pendergrass Ashley Patterson
815-243-4310 815-291-6308

RockValleyProperties.com

Each office is independently owned & operated.

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Erin Spence
815-262-5555
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LOCAL NEWS

BERTOLET LIBRARY NEWS

Thanksgiving Hours

Bertolet Memorial Li-
brary will close at Spm on
Wednesday, Nov. 27 and
will be closed on Nov. 28
for Thanksgiving.

White Christmas

Monday, Dec. 2 at
10:30AM: Enjoy watching
this Christmas classicmovie
with us. Then be sure to
return on Wednesday, Dec.
11 at 10:30AM: The 1954
movie White Christmas was

Pelsonallzed Care

a hit even before it debuted;
howwasthatpossible? How
has it remained a perennial
classic up through the pres-
entday? What creative forc-
es banded together to bring
Irving Berlin, Bing Crosby,

No Place Like lt &

" Rehabilitation Therapy

~ Services
815-562-2181

Danny Kaye, Rosemary
Clooney, Vera-Ellen, Mary
Wickes, and others together
to create a spectacular mo-
ment in cinematic history?
Librarian Laura Keyes will
show you how the film
was created, who were the
creative geniuses behind it,
all with behind-the-scenes
images and historical infor-
mation. See our Facebook
page for event information!

Stories With Stacey

Thursdays at 10
AM: Miss Stacey contin-
ues your journey learning
about a variety of animals
as we lead up to the end of
theyear. Remember, we will
nothave Stories With Stacey
on Nov. 28.

November Book of the
Month

The Accidental Tourist

by Anne Tyler introduces
Macon Leary, atravel writer
who hates to travel?? He is
also a lonely man as well.
Dog trainer Muriel turns
his world upside down
when they meet. Stop by the
circulation desk and pick up
your copy today.

November Craft

Stop by the circulation
desk and pick up your kit
to make a pumpkin, just in
time for Thanksgiving.

A to Z Reading

Challenge

Wait; What? Whether
you’ve been Watching for
“W” titles or you’re al-
ready Waist deep in them,
our Wonderfully Well-cho-
sen display of “W” titles
is Wider than you could
ever Wish for!

Coloring Pages

3 SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2995

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER |
815-625-3426 |

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

ANY
BIH\NII

Don’tforgetwehavenew
coloring pages each week
available for you to choose
from. Enjoy a relaxing eve-
ning at home as the weather
turns to fall.

Card Making

Card Making supplies
are always available foryou
tocreate with. Call ahead for
room availability.

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make
sure plastic is clean with no
debris in the donation. *No
animal feed bags are al-
lowed* Also please remove
any ziploc-type seals and
paper/sticker labels. Thank
you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

The Waiting by Michael
Connelly

Five & Dime Christmas:
Four Historical Novellas by
Asst Authors

What Does It Feel Like?
by Sophie Kinsella

Chapter Book

Diary of a Wimpy Kid:
Hot Mess by Jeff Kinney

Picture Book

Alone Together by Su-
zanne Bloom

If I Drove an Ice Cream
Truck by Dr. Seuss

Monday, November 25
Open Swim 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Volleyball & Basketball in the Gym
12:30-3:30 p.m.
Gaga Ball in the River Room
1-3 p.m.

Tuesday,

November 26
Open Swim
1:30-3:30
p.m.
Gaga Ball
& Games
in the River
Room
9-11 a.m.
and 1-3 p.m.

Wallyball 9-171 a.m.

Volleyball & Basketball 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Wednesday, November 27
Open Swim 9-11 a.m.
Wallyball 9-17 a.m.

Nash Recreation Center closed
Thanksgiving Day

CARING. CREATIVE.
COMMUNITY-FOCUSED.

OREGON

PARK DISTRICT

ickleball

Holiday Pickleball

Tournament
Monday, December 30 - 4-8 p.m
$30R/$36NR per Team

closure!

Christmas Breakfast with

Santa at Lorado Taft

Saturday, December 14
Two seatings
8-9:30 a.m. or 10-11:30 a.m.
Children $16R/$18NR
Adults $20R/$24NR
Enjoy a morning
with Santa and a
breakfast buffet at
Lorado Taft’s last
public event prior to

Mr. and Mrs. Claus will have a fun
morning inferacting!

Deadline to registeris 12/7 or until full

Search For Santa
Saturday, December 14
1-3 p.m.
$20R per family/$24NR per family
A fun family adventure! Santa

Claus is hidden
somewhere in

Oregon, can
you find him?
Registration
is priced per

family. You
will start your
adventure 3
at Nash ’
Recreation

Center and head out 1o solve clues

around Oregon. Families must
have their own car for traveling
for clues.

Deadline to registeris 12/7

Y S

AL

304 S 5th St, Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3101
oregonpark.org

,
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BOWLING: OHS teams score three wins after strong tournament finish

From page 1

Oregon boys bowling
team rolls over Rockford
Lutheran

The Oregon Hawksboys
bowling team opened its
dual match season with a
convincing 3,679-2,418
victory over Rockford Lu-
theran at Park Lanes in
Loves Park. RJKeenerolled
a288 game, followingupon
his 299 on Saturday, and a
674 series (173, 288, 213)
to lead Oregon.

However, this was a
complete team effort with
five varsity bowlers av-
eraging over 205 for the
night. Gavvin Surmo was
second highest with a 658
series, followed by Ethan
Smice with a 635 series,

Matthew Stahl with a 624
series, Caleb Brooks with a
616 series and Caleb Ehrler
with a 472 series.

The JV team won by for-
feitbutbowled andrecorded
a2,850team series. Atrio of
bowlers recorded the high
JV game Diego Hernandez,
Isaac Kramer and Asher
Kramershot 193 games with
Isaac Kramer recording the
highseries of 512. Greatjob
everyone.

Oregon boys bowling
team beats Erie-Proph-
etstown

The Oregon boys bowl-
ingteamheadedto Fultonto
take on Erie-Prophetstown
and cameaway witha3,625-
2,582 non-conference victo-
ry. The duo of Gavvin Sur-
mo and RJ Keene continue

to lead the Hawks.

Surmo lead all bowl-
ers with a 720 series
(225,266,229) followed
closely by Keene with a
703 series (211,269,223),
then Ethan Smice witha 585
series, Matthew Stahl a 574
series, Caleb Brooks with a
543 series and Caleb Ehrler
with a 500 series. In the
process, Surmo raised his
team leading season game
average to 229 and Keene
raised his average to 221.
The Hawks season record
now stands at 2-0.

The JV also won its
match 2,589-1,881 and for
the second night outscored
theiropponents varsity team
as well. The JV was led
by Ivan Hernandez with a
602 series, including a 252

game. The JV is also 2-0 in
the season.

Oregon boys bowling
team defeats Rochelle

The Oregon Hawks Boys
bowling team opened their
homeschedulewitha3,526-
3,076 victory over Rochelle
today at Town & Country
Lanes, Mt. Morris. Oregon
was led by Gavvin Surmo
with a 676 series (214,
186, 276) and Matthew
Stahl with a 675 series
(287, 194, 194). Rounding
out Oregon’s performance
were RJ Keene 601 series,
Caleb Brooks 551 series,
Ivan Hernandez 514 series
and Ethan Smice 509 series.

The contest continued
Oregon’s streak of at least
one individual game over
265 in all four events this

season, with Matthew
Stahl’s 287 and Gavvin
Surmo’s 276. Rochelle was
ledby Logan Fryewitha603
series. The win raised Ore-
gon’s season record to 3-0.
The JV did not bowl a
match, however a special
acknowledgement goes to
two JV bowlers who did
bowl, Wyatt Dunbar with a
630 series (154, 221, 255)
and Nolan Page with a 602
series. Great job everyone.
Ehrler wins Oregon
Bowling Tournament
The Oregon Boys bowl-
ing team hosted its annual
JV tournament at Plum
Hollow Family Center,
Dixon and finished in sec-
ond place in the 13-team
field, just behind Freeport.
The Hawks were led by

champion Caleb Ehrler
witha 1,219six-gameseries
(171, 213, 217, 162, 188,
268). His sixth game, 268,
was also the highest of the
tournament.

Also in the top 12 were
seventhplacefinisherNolan
Pagewitha 1,079 seriesand
12th place finisher Wyatt
Dunbar with a 1037 series.
Inaddition, Ivan Hernandez
rolled a 989 series, Diego
Hernandez a 897 series,
Ashe Kramer a 867 series
andKodiMillera717series.

The Hawks made a run
at the eventual champion
Freeport in the sixth and
final game witha 1,043, the
highest of any team in the
tournament, but came up
51 pins short of the cham-
pionship.

Time to let the dream slip away?

OVEMBER
marks a 50-year
love/hate rela-

tionship I have with the II-
linois high school football
playoffs; dating back to the
very first year the ITHSA
instituted post-seasonplay. I
recall gazing outto ouremp-
ty practice field at Rochelle
in 1974 and silently saying
to myself, “What a shame.”

Even though we had
defeated league champ Gen-
eseo in the regular season,
they represented the NCIC
in the playoffs, not us. With
a team good enough to win
the statetitle, webotched our
chances withshoddy play in
a couple other games. And,
with only 80 teams in five
classes in the playoffs, you
practically had to win your
conference to qualify.

Itwas FOMO before that
term was coined.

However, the next year
we won the conference out-
right and got the automatic
invite to the playoffs. My
senior season came to end,
though, as Geneva knocked
us out 21-14 and advanced
to the championship game.
That one-touchdown loss
was further amplified by
me dropping a wide-open
pass that would have gone
for a score.

In 1977, Rochelle was
unscored upon in the con-
ferenceandentered the play-
offsranked No. I inthestate.
In a fate worse than Byron
facingMontini inround two,
the Hubs ended up against
conference archrival Gen-
eseo in round one.

Thoughmy playing days
were over, it was with ner-
vous anticipation [ sat in
the old Helms Field stands

on a Wednesday afternoon
(yes, teams used to play two
games in the first week on
the playoffs) watching the
two best teams in 3A go at
it. Sadly, an early Hub lead
evaporated and Geneseo
pulled outthe win onits way
to an easy romp to the state
championship.

Thus, my IHSA playoff
psyche was impacted early
onwithmyschool’schances
for grid glory gone by the
wayside. It continued over
the decades, with three semi-
finals defeats circa 2000.

Don’t get me wrong. As
much as playoff losses can
haunt a person, the wins
can be heavenly. And, the
experience of playing past
the regular season is unique
in itself, especially for us
old-timers who remember
when football was overafter
the regular season.

I bringall thisup because
of the dread I felt on last
Saturday morning. With
one of its best teams ever,
Rochelle had a quarterfinal
playoff game that day. Un-
fortunately, it was against
two-time defending 5A
champ LaGrange Nazareth
and its D-I roster.

My gut was telling me
that more playoff disap-
pointment awaited. Rather
than subject myself to this,
dare I stay home and regret
that Rochelle didn’t fall
down to 4A instead?

My spirits were lifted a
bit as I stepped outside that
morning and felt a brisk
chill and smelled leaves
burning, almost like going
back in time to 1974, as
somenostalgicsensesnever
leave you. Gosh darn it,
this is football weather and

anything is possible, right?
I couldn’t stay home.

Besides, Rochelle put
major beatdowns onits first
two Catholic Leagueplayoff
foes. With their physical
brand of play, high-scoring
offense, home field advan-
tage and stellar group of 20
seniors, maybe the Hubs
could shock the state.

My newfound optimism
was soon replaced by the
cruel realities of Illinois
high-school playoftfootball.
A far superior team, Naza-
reth reeled off 28 points in
the second quarter and for
the 50™ straight year, there
will be no state title game
appearance for Rochelle.

Over the years, | have
gotten some relief in the
form of numerous marches
to the state finals by Byron,
Forreston and Stillman
Valley. Covering each of
those championship games,
I felt emotionally attached
and truly enjoyed the ex-
perience, admittedly with a
twinge of jealousy. Still, it’s
not the same if it isn’t your
school or town. For me, the
dream lives still lives on. Or
does it?

In 1974, the most pop-
ular graduation song was
“We May Never Pass This
Way Again” by Seals and
Croft. One of the lyrics is,
“Dreams, sothey say, are for
the fools and they let them
slip away.”

Maybe [ have been play-
ing the fool all this time and
after SO years, itis timeto let
the dream slip away.

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident
with years of experience
coveringsportsandmorefor
multiple area publications.

Oregon wrestlers medal at 2024 Midwest Preseason Nationals

Oregon wrestlers traveled to lllinois Wesleyan University on Oct. 26 for the 2024
Midwest Preseason Nationals. Nelson Benesh finished third in the Boys 9th-10th
129-137 Division, while Tucker Lahman took second in the Boys 1st-2nd 40-44
Division. Isaiah Perez finished third in the Boys 9th-10th 117-123 Division and
Josiah Perez finished second in the Boys 11th-12th 114-126 Division. (Courtesy

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Commu-
nity Center!

Friday Flix!

All are welcome to
join us for a movie on
the fourth Friday of each
month at 6:00 pm. See
you on November 227
fora family-friendly flick!

Basic Savings & In-
vesting class

Monday, November
25" at6:00 pmjoinus fora

photo)

Basic Savings & Investing
class. The CCCS willlead
the discussion. They are
an agency that helps peo-
ple manage their money
more effectively.

Sign up for the Fall
Dinner!

OnTuesday, November
26" at 6:00 pm we will be
serving chili and potato
soup with all the fixings
as well as dessert. The
cost is $15 and tickets
must be purchased prior

to the event (no walk ins).
Please reserve your spot
by November 22,

Sponsor a Chair!

We are in the process
of replacing our worn-out
chairs and can use your
help. For $50.00 per chair,
you can sponsor one of the
new chairs we are hoping
to purchase. Stop by the
center during open hours
(9am to 1 pm) and talk
with Melissa. All help is

5!

Nii

SCO

liblgs

appreciated!

Belvidere Collectible Coins

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES

_THIS & THAT
Cotloctiblos

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL
815.909.1069
Open 7 days a week
Antiques, MCM, Primitives & Vintage
Dixie Belle Paint Company Elite Retailer
Redesign with Prima Retailer

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,
PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
OPEN

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
10:00 AMTO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~ (815) 547-7111
880 Belvidere Road ¢ Belvidere, IL

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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Whatever you’re looking for, these local businesses ask you to consider them first.

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan
309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Marris IL 61054

779-340-0734

> &N e
VaIIeyCraft

CUSt%g})ineh[ 815.900.2090

Handerafted quality fo ast a lifefime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

{ Kitchen - Bath- Laundry - Office - and more!
& Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

Q' Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

=7 i 3-D Carpet &
. e Upholstery Cleaning
900 W. Washington St. Heather Ruchtl
Oregon, IL 61061 Ph: (815) 762-5307

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

» New Construction * Roofing * Windows - Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding -+ Painting -« Interior/Exterior
* Drywall * Flooring  + Decks

Free Estimates e Lead Certified

815-761-1626

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

——
VISA

CONCRETE
WEIRVYS

President / Owner

e e gt ot ana

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

FIREWOOD‘

FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

CONCRETE
#0141 coun we A&/r' 7‘0!1«

<Y0de

ePatios

*Floors
*Walkways
eDriveways
*Resealing
*Decorative

oncrete
onstructlon

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Leaf River Kutz
122 Main Street <Leaf River |l

o

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS 815-738-6122

LAWNCARE

F "Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K& J 5
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL!  Giiman valley, I

PET GROOMING

Dun erght Grooming

MOBILE ol ")
GROOMING R

o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

® Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

REAL ESTATE

If you are looking for a Realtor with
Experience & Knowledge, contact

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462
sharon.bowers@remax.net
404 W. Blackhawk ’E,M\Ax RE/MAX
Drive, Byron, IL PROFESSIONAL
815-234-4663 ADVANTAGE

Independently owned & operated. wo @

W,
QYSX“ a\“,‘\{&“ O i I'o,: Dey; Vers
BV ke . oy rr
Sa\év;g{o\“ . d g c ' "teOt
Structures

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

TREE CARE
“Your Trees
,O OVE Deserve a
A’ iceclteee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

ISR

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
e Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P:779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

TREE SERVICE

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, ILC:&

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage -
= Stump grinding *

= Climbing specialist = ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

WATER SOFTENER

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

REPLAGEMENT COMPANY

WM ARSWHEELREPAIR.COM/NWILLINOIS

Wouldn't you like your business
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-561-2125
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Byron High School Co-op diver Bausman medals in fourth at IHSA State Championship in Westmont

The Byron Co-op girls swimming and diving team had multiple athletes in the water for the IHSA State Championship meet at the FMC Natatorium in Westmont.
Addison Bausman medaled in fourth place in the 1-meter diving competition during the state meet, which took place from Nov. 15-16. Bausman scored 458.65 points
to finish in fourth place. (Courtesy photo)

ROCK RIVER CENTER

Rock River Center is
a resource center located
at 810 S. 10th Street,
Oregon. Our activities
and trips are open to all
ages. Call our office @
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access
Application for a license
plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance or
other things. Visit us at
www.rockrivercenter.org
and like us on Facebook.

Rummikub

Mondays—12:15-3:15

p-m.
Wood Carvers
Tuesdays-9:00—11:00

a.m.

Mexican Train Dom-
inoes

ing. No transportation or
activities will take place
when the Center is closed.
Please plan accordingly.
Rock River Center wish-
es you a safe and happy

Meets: 3RD
Tuesday of month. Time:
10:00 — 11:30 a.m.

DIABETIC SUP-

PORT GROUP

Meets: 1 s t
Wednesday of the month.
Time: 10:30 a.m. — 12:00
p.m.

LOW VISION
GROUP

Meets: 2nd and

4th Tuesday of month.
Time: 12:00 p.m. — 1:30
p.m. Formore information
on any of our Support
Groups, call Rock River

Center at 815-732-3252
or 1-800-541-5479.

Senior Information
Services Provided by
Rock River Center

Do you need help with
Benefit Access Applica-
tion, Medicare, housing,
personal care, homemak-
ing, heating assistance or
other things? Rock River
Center’s Information &
Assistance Specialists
are available at various
locations throughout Ogle
County. Assistance at
these locations is avail-

able BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY. Please contact
RockRiver Centerat (800)
541-5479 to schedule
an appointment. Place
— Date — Time. Byron -
Jarrett Prairie Center Dec
9 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Forreston — Library Dec
1111:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Mt. Morris Senior Center
Dec1210:00a.m.—11:00
a.m. Polo Senior Center
None/Closed 10:00 a.m.—
11:00 a.m. Rochelle—Hub
City Senior Ctr. Dec 5 &
1912:30 p.m. —2:30 p.m.

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org o call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen,/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children's Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more defails .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm
For complete minisiry schedule and other activities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL- Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Corfese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift af 6:30PM
Find us on Facehook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmil.com Adult & Children's Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors  “God's Heart in Our Community”
Located in fown on Rt. 72 * Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

Wednesdays - 9:30 —  holiday.
11:00 a.m. CANCERSUPPORT

Michigan Rummy GROUP

Wednesdays - 12:30 — Meets: 4th Wednesday
3:15 p.m. in February, May, Au-

Rock River Center gust & November. Time:
Holiday Hours 2:00 —3:00 p.m. 24 Hour

Rock River Center Advance Registration
will close on Thursday &  Required.
Friday, Nov. 28 & 29, in CAREGIVER SUP-
recognition of Thanksgiv- PORT GROUP

A\ P A »
FORRESTON
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setfing.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 « Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM ot www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanueHindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
8153934500 o office@immanuellindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9um; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanueHindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH

101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL

Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.

Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library time. Snacks and coffee.

Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 * Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Moris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 8157344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults & Youth (during the school year) meet weekly
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.
We look forward to meeting you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 8157326313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd.
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com © Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse wil lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM Tst & 3rd Sunday Evening,
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonume.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ™ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org * E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 5. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 .m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois * 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meefing Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadsen.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us affer services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Minisiry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June Tst .
Visit our website: www.crossroadsen.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588 ¢ Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH

Lead Pastor Barry Norris

103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL

815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org

Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCISV

Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber

Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry

Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 ¢ 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
You
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 0
Pastor Phil Thompson

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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BNC releases All-Conference football winners

OGLE COUNTY —
The Big Northern Confer-
ence revealed its All-Con-
ference football honorees
for the 2024 season.

Among the First-Team
winners were Byron’s

Brayden Knoll (RB), Jared
Claunch (OL), Nolan Brass
(OL),SamGentz(OL),Ben
Denton (K), Maddex Dra-
heim (DL), Dillon Shank
(LB),Andrew Talbert(DB)
and Brock Wagner (P) as

well as Oregon’s Briggs
Sellers (OL), Josh Crandall
(DL) and Keaton Salsbury
(DB).

Second-Team winners
included Byron’s Caden
Considine (RB), Jarrett

Ross (OL) and Dawson
Criddle (LB) as well as Or-
egon’s Kade Girton (WR/
TE), Kyson Morris (OL),
Seth Rote (DL) and Hunter
Bartel (DB) in addition to
Stillman Valley’s Brady

Hinkle (WR/TE), Nick
Wythe (OL), Caesar Gon-
zalez (DL), Brock Needs
(LB), Michael Orlando (P)
and Jackson Musial (DB).

Honorable Mentions
included Byron’s Dylan

Springerand Kade Politsch
as well as Oregon’s Avery
Lewisand CooperJohnson.
Stillman Valley’s Jackson
Barrett and Henry Hildreth
also earned Honorable
Mentions this season.

Rockford man sentenced to 9 years for unlawful possession of a weapon by a felon

OREGON — A Rock-
ford man was sentenced
to nine years in jail for
unlawful possession of a
weapon by a felon on Nov.
7, a Nov. 14 press release
from Ogle County State’s

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

School’s Out Drop-In
Fun! Monday, Novem-
ber 25" from 2-5:30pm

Bring the children out
on Tuesday for some fun!
You can stop by any time
between 2pm to 5:30pm
to create a fun foodie
craft, color some pictures,
check out some books,
and you can even play
some games!

*Date Change* Lego
Club Tuesday, Novem-
ber 26" at 6pm

Lego night is usually
the third Thursday of each
month. We are having iton
Tuesday this month due
to Family Reading Night!
Join in the fun with all the
family as they build and
create together. Families
can build from 6 — 7pm!
All children and parents
are invited every third
Thursday of the month.
Children under 8 need to
bring a parent with them.

Library Closing
Thursday, November
28th

The Mount Morris
Library will be closed on

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Storytime at the

Library

Joinusinpersonatthe
library for songs, stories
and crafts! Ages 2-5.
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Thanksgiving

Holiday Hours

The library will close
at 3 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 27 and remain
closed Thursday, Nov.
28 - Friday Nov. 29, for
Thanksgiving.

Tween Scene:

Holiday Slime Lab

Get into the holiday
spirit with this STEM lab

Attorney Mike Rock said.
Jesse Alar, 37, of Rock-
ford, plead guilty to un-
lawful possession of a
weapon by a felon and was
sentenced to nine years in
the Illinois Department of

Corrections by the Hon-
orable Judge John B. Roe.

On March 8, 2024,
the Illinois State Police
responded to a complaint
about a driver who pointed
ahandgunatavictimon In-

terstate 39 in Ogle County.
Thetrooperlocated the sus-
pectvehiclenearthe Baxter
Road exit on Interstate
39 and the defendant was
identified as the suspect.
Troopers located a Taurus

9mm handgun inside of
the defendant’s vehicle
during the investigation.
The defendant had prior
felony convictions from
Winnebago County.
Unlawful possession of

a weapon by a felony is a
class-two felony withasen-
tencing range of 3-14 years
in the Illinois Department
of Corrections followed by
12 months of mandatory
supervised release.

Thanksgiving, Thursday,
November 28", We will
resume normal hours on
Friday at 11am.

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, December 3™ at
6pm!

Come in, choose your
recipe, and bring your
dish to pass at our next
meeting! Meetings held
potluck style at the Senior
Center at 6pm.

Mt. Morris Holiday
Festivities, Saturday
December 7" at10:30am

Mount Morris festiv-
ities will be starting on
December 7" with break-
fast at the Senior Center!
Afterward, bring the kids
overto the library to make
some holiday crafts to
take home! We will have
stations set up so that you
can drop-in to make one
or all of the crafts! Happy
Holidays!

Book Donations Wel-
come

Ourbook sale was such
a great success due to all
of your wonderful dona-
tions! We are accepting

donations again for the
next book sale! If you
have any media you no
longerneed or want-bring
them to the Mount Morris
Library! We cannotaccept
textbooks, encyclopedias,
Reader’s Digest Con-
densed books, VHS tapes,
or audio cassettes.

Display Case Show-
ings

We are always looking
for collectors or artists
who are willing to share
their treasures in our
display cases. If you are
interested, please call,
815-734-4927.

Explore More Illinois

Explore More Illinois
users can access and
reserve passes from any
of our attractions on the
Mount Morris Library
website, mtmorris-il.
org, under the resources
page. Visit the website to
browse attractions.

Lions Club Glasses
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for
eyeglass recycling are

available at the library.
When the boxes are full,
they are picked up by
local Lions members and
dropped off at collection
depots. These recycled
eyeglasses are given to
people in need, with the
help of various medical
missionaries, in Central
and South America and
around the world. When
the eyeglasses arrive in
these countries, doctors
and technicians conduct
eye exams and provide a
free pair of prescription
eyeglasses that are as
close as possible to that
person’s sight needs.
When donating HEAR-
INGAIDS, please be sure
to place them in a small
box or hard-covered case
so they donot get crushed
or damaged.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear
from you. Do you have
any program ideas? Do
evenings or weekends
work better? Doyouhave
aprogram you would like
to share/lead? Contact

Mary Cheatwood at the
library through email at
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org
or call 815-734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts,
brings joy to many, and
doubles in value. Your
memorial gift to the li-
brary is matched by the
Mt. Morris Library Foun-
dation, doubling your
generosity! Many thanks
to all who gave memorial
gifts in 2023.

Newspaper Avail-
able!

We will now bereceiv-
ing the Dixon Telegraph
daily! Wereceive the Ogle
County Life, Sauk Valley,
and Mt. Morris Times. If
you want to keep up with
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is
available!

We want to remind
everyone that you still
have the option of having
your materials delivered
to your vehicle. If you
have holds waiting for
you, call us to tell us you
are on your way, and we

will bring them out to your
vehicle when you arrive.
Call us if you need more
information.

Additional Services
Offered

We make copies ($0.25
perblack and white page).
We fax ($2 for the first
page and $0.50 each addi-
tional page). We can scan
a document and send it to
email ($2 per document).
You can use a computer
without a library card for
$1.00. Resume software
is available on our com-
puters. Come visit us and
let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm
atthe library unless other-
wise noted. The public is
welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris
Public Library is locat-
ed at 105 S. McKend-
rie Ave. Mt. Morris IL
61054 — 815-734-4927
Fax-815-734-6035 www.
mtmorris-il.org

for tweens. We’ll make
slime that’s festive, mer-
ry and bright! Tuesday,
Dec. 3, 6 p.m. Ages
10-12. Registration re-
quired: 815-645-8611.
Toddler Time: Music
and Movement
Indulge your little
one’s curiosity with a
hands-on event just for
them. Join us for some
fun musical play with a
variety of instruments.
Friday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m.
Ages 1-4. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.
Holiday Festival:
Our Favorite Things
Join us for our an-

nual holiday festival
featuring our favorite
traditions (crafts, games,
community), but with
a fun new twist! Each
registered family will
work together to collect
holiday-inspired clues,
tosolve holiday-inspired
puzzles, in order to win
some holiday-themed
prizes! Saturday, Dec.
7, 10 am.- 12 p.m.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.
Friends of the
Library Mini
Bazaar
Cupcake, cookies,
and scones—oh my!

Stop by, sit down to
enjoy ahomemade treat,
grab treats to-go and
shop our mini-bazaar!
All proceeds support
library programs and
services. Saturday, Dec.
7,10 am. — 12 p.m.

A Midcentury
Christmas w/ Leslie
Goddard

Christmas in America
from the 1940s through
the 1960s meant alu-
minum trees, depart-
ment store Santas and
TV specials. Every kid
wanted an Easy Bake
Oven, a G.I. Joe or a
Slinky. Join historian

Leslie Goddard, PhD,
as she looks back at this
optimistic era in a fun
illustrated lecture, using
photos, ads, greeting
cards and catalogs to
explore why this era
was a turning point for
how we celebrate the
holidays. Monday, Dec.
16, 6:30 p.m. Adults.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Holiday Pajama
Party

Twas the night before,
the night before...And
your little ones are filled
with pent-up holiday
energy! Join us at the

library for games and
crafts with a fun festive
theme. Pajamas encour-
aged. Monday, Dec. 23,
6:30 p.m. Ages 5-9.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Puzzle Palooza!

Because... we just fit!
Teams of 2-4 will face
offto see who can assem-
ble the same 500-piece
jigsaw puzzle in 90 min-
utes! Prizes will be given
to first, second and third-
place finishers. Space is
limited. Register your
team early by calling the
library at 815-645-8611.
Saturday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m.

POLO LIBRARY

Blood drive

RRVB Blood Drive
outside the Polo Public
Library, 302 W. Mason
St., Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3rd, 2-6 P.M. - For
appointments call 815-
946-2713.

Polo Christmas Fes-
tival

Saturday, December
7th - All day, starting at
8:00 a.m.

2nd Annual Polo
Public Library Rein-
deer Run

Saturday, December
7th, 8:30 a.m. 1 Mile
Reindeer. Fun Run Starts
atthe Polo Public Library
pavilion parking lot and
ends at Crossroads Com-
munity Church. Registra-
tion - $25 (Includes Shirt
and a treat).

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Special Hours
In observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday, the
Byron Public Library will
be open 9 am—5:00 pmon
Wednesday, Nov. 27, and
closed Thursday, Nov. 28
through Friday, Nov. 29.
We will be open for our
regular hours on Saturday,
Nov. 30. We wish all of
our patrons a safe and
happy Thanksgiving!

Did you know

That you can now
order 3D print projects
from the Byron Library?

YOUTH PRO-
GRAMS

Maker Mondays

Mondays, 4:30 p.m.
- 6 p.m. for ages 10 &
up, Check out STEM
kit items & craft & art
materials on hand....kid-
dos, come by to let your
creativity & imagination
go wild!!

Tot Time Tuesdays

Tuesday mornings at
10 a.m., for ages 0 to 3,
social time for the littles
and grown ups, many
hands-on activities, arts
and music, and of course,
storytime & snack!!

Last Storytime Sat-
urday with Ms. Melanie

December 21st start-
ing at 10:30 a.m. at the
Polo Library, Children’s
area. Join her for a story,

games, and a craft.

Returning: Teen Ad-
visory Board meetings

Thursday, December
19th @ 5 p.m., youth
input program to brain-
storm ideas, provide
feedback about library
services, & find ways to
help in the community.
Pizza & games provided!

ADULT MONTHLY
PROGRAMS

Book discussion

2nd Fridays, Decem-
ber 13th at 1:00 p.m. at
the Polo Library. Book
discussion will be West
with Giraffes by Lyn-
da Rutledge. January’s
book discussion will be
Shrines of Gaiety by Kate
Atkinson.

Book 2 Movie

3rd Thursdays, De-

cember 19th at 1:00
p.m. at the Polo Library:
Book 2 Movie. Book
discussion will be The
Book Club by Mary Alice
Monroe. January’s book
discussion will be The
Nanny Diaries by Emma
McLaughlin.

Book discussion

4th Mondays, Decem-
ber 30th at 1:00 p.m. at
the Polo Library. Book
discussion will be Ruby
by Cynthia Bond. Jan-
uary’s book discussion
will be Magpie Murders
#1 by Anthony Horowitz

Book Club & Brunch

4th Saturdays, (date &
discussion TBA)at 10:30
a.m. at the Polo Library:
NEW! Book Club &
Brunch For Young Adult
to Adult audiences.

DNA Genealogy As-
sistance

Ist Wednesday (5
p.m. to 7 p.m.) and 3rd
Saturdays monthly (10
am. to 12 p.m.): DNA
Genealogy Assistance
(Next dates: Wednesday,
December 4th & Sat-
urday, December 21st.)
Donna Baumann will be
here to help with geneal-
ogy questions and DNA
questions, or to research
your genealogy with
any resources she has
access to.

NEW FIT class

Ist & 3rd Tuesdays,
December 3rd & 17th
from 6:00-7:00 p.m.:
NEW FIT class — Drum-
FIT with Terra. This is a
choreographed type fit
class where participants

use drum sticks in com-
bination with buckets and
exercise ball workout to
target various areas of the
body, legs, arms. For ages
12 to adult.
Yoga with Becka
4th Wednesdays
monthly, December 11th,
6:00-7:00 p.m.: Yoga
with Becka is back!!
Downstairs children’s li-
brary area. Encouraged to
bring your own yoga mat.
Registration is required,
space is limited.
Reminder
Visitpololibrary.orgto
access the online catalog,
to see what programs and
services we offer, and for
the latest public events
held here at the library.
Call us at 815-946-2713
for more information.

The library’s Creative
Studio is home to two 3D
printers that are available
for making 3D prints for
learning and entertain-
ment purposes. 3D prints
cost $.10 per gram PLA,
and will be available for
pickup within 7 — 10
business days. Please
visit https://www.byron-
library.org/3d-printing/
for more information on
how to submit your 3D
print idea.

Creative Studio
Our Creative Studio is

open on Sunday after-
noons and two evenings
a week, so stop by for
monthly crafts and to use
our maker space equip-
ment! Crafts out on the
tables are free of charge,
while some other projects
will incur a cost depend-
ing on materials. Middle
school and high school
youth can use some of
the materials while with
an adult, or during Teen
Time. Creative Studio
hours: Sunday 1 -5:00 pm,
Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm

& 5—8:00 pm, Tuesday 9
am - 1:00 pm & 5 - 8:00
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am
—1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00
am — 1:00 pm, Friday &
Saturday closed.
Check out
Our Mobile App
Did you know that there
is an easy way to use
the library from your
phone? Just download
the PrairieCat app to your
phone or mobile device
and log in with your
library card number and
PIN! You’ll be able to

view your checkouts and
holds, renew renewable
materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
evenadigital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107. Not sure what you
want? Call us for help!
We will call or email you
with a confirmation when

your holds are ready to be
picked up. Call us when
you arrive at the library,
and we will bring your
items out to you, already
checked out. A receipt
with your due dates will be
included with your items.
Visitthe Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at
byronlibrary.org, to keep
up to date on library news
and programs! Be sure to
also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library
Teen Instagram pages!
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OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Library will be
closed on Thursday, No-
vember 28 for Thanksgiv-
ing. Wewillbe openregular
hours on Friday, November
29th.

Red BowBox Location

The Library is partic-
ipating in the Red Bow
Give-A-Way. Enter foryour
chance to win prizes from
the Library and a Grand
Prize Giveaway. Oregon’s
38th Annual Candlelight
Walk will be held Saturday,
November 30.

Toys for Tots

The Oregon Public Li-
brary is a Toys for Tots
drop-off location. Last day
to contribute is Tuesday,
December 3.

Preschool Story Time

(18 months — 6 years).
Story Time is on Mondays
at 10am. Stories, craftsand
friends to share books...all
at your Library! Registra-
tion is required, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
or call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, December 11
at12:30todiscuss The God-
father by Mario Puzo. The
AfternoonBook Clubmeets
Wednesday, December 18
at 1 pm to discuss Once
Upon a Wardrobe by Patti
Callahan. Cocktails and
Crime will meet not meet
in December, but there are
two books available which
will both be discussed in
January. Books on Tap
Book Club will not meet
in December, but will meet
on January 23 at Cork &
Tap to discuss The House
Maid by Freida McFadden
and Maybe Next Time by
Cesca Major. Is This Just
Fantasy? Book Club will
meet in December to dis-

Holiday Movie Binge
Boxes

Registration has be-
gun. Holiday Movie Night
Binge Boxes are back!
Inside each box are DVDs
hand-picked for you by our
librarians plus a festive treat
andactivity. Call(815)732-
2724 or visit our website to
complete your registration
foryourbox before Decem-
ber 19th. Once your box is
ready, you will be notified
to pick it up at the Library.
Must be an Oregon Library
Card holder.

Lego Club

Monday, November
25 at 2pm (2nd grade
& up) (No School). Get
together and spend some
recreational time building!
There will be a limited
number of vintage kit in-
structions available, so if
youmakeit, youcantakeit!
(Firstcome, firstserve) The
club is designed to provide
anenjoyableactivity (FUN)
that stimulates and devel-
ops spatial intelligence.
Registration is required.

Bottle Cap Flowers

Tuesday, November
26 at 5:30 pm (5th grade
through adults). Brighten
up fall decorations by
creating your own flow-
ers! Turn old metal bottle
caps into rustic bottle cap
flowers. all supplies will be
provided. If you have your
own collection of metal
bottle caps or would like
a variety of colors, bring
your own to create aunique
arrangement. Registration

required.

The Magic of Raina
Telgemeier

Tuesday, Decem-

ber 10" at 7 pm. Join
us for a night with crit-
ically acclaimed comic

illustrator of the graphic
novels Smile, Drama, Sis-
ters, Ghosts, and Guts, all
#1 New York Times best-
sellers. She also adapted
and illustrated four graphic
novel versions of Ann
M. Martin’s Baby-Sitters
Club series, and has contrib-
uted short stories to many
anthologies. New in 2024,
The Cartoonists Club — a
one-of-a-kind graphicnov-
elfromRainaand ScottMc-
Cloud. Raina’s accolades
include six Eisner Awards,
aBoston Globe-Horm Book
Honor, a Stonewall Honor,
andmany Best-ofand Nota-
bles lists. Raina grew up in
San Francisco, then moved
to New York City, where
she earned an illustration
degree at the School of
Visual Arts. Raina currently
lives and works in San
Francisco, CA. Children’s
Librarian Genevieve Grove
will join Raina in conver-
sation. Register at: bit.ly/
ILP_RainaTelgemeier
This event is made pos-
sible by Illinois Libraries
Present (ILP), a statewide
collaboration among pub-
lic libraries offering pre-
mier events. ILP is funded
in part by a grant awarded
bythelllinois State Library,
a department of the Office
of Secretary of State, using
funds provided by the U.S.
Institute of Museum and
Library Services, under the
provisions of the Library
Services and Technology
Act (LSTA).
Craft with Corks
Tuesday, December 10
at 6 pm (4th grade through
adults). Create a one of a
kind item using old wine
corks. Bring your own
corks or use supplies that
are provided.
Registration required
(815) 732-2724 or www.

oregonpubliclibrary.com
Ink with A Friend
Monthly Card Club
Monday, December
16™at6:00pm. Sending per-
sonal cards to your friends
and family is a way to let
them know you care and
arethinking aboutthem. All
designs include beautiful
colored cardstock, gor-
geous designer series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.
Whether you’re anew card
maker or a seasoned pro,
our kits are suited to every
skill level. Don’t wait!
Sign up today to reserve
your spot. Oregon Patrons
only. Registrationrequired
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com
Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, December 17
at 1:30pm or 5:30 pm
(Choose your time slot).
Salt Shaker Snowman!
ALL supplies provided.
This is an adult only class,
18 and up. Registration
required, please call (815)
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Functional Fitness
Wednesdays at 9:30am.
In this class, we use ex-
ercises based on whole-
body movements to restore
posture, improve body
mechanics, build strength
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We
start with a slow warm-up
followed by core exercis-
es — then explore how to
utilize these tools based on
real situations in daily life.
Bring your yoga mat! All
levels are welcome. - OR-
EGON PATRONS ONLY
-Registrationrequired, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or

visit www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

Knit & Crochet is
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm.
This group meets every
Monday at 1 pmandisopen
to anyone. From beginner
to expert, all skill level are
welcome to join. Bring
any hand craft and work on
it while socializing. Need
help getting started with
yourknitting project, stopin
onaMonday. Registration
is requested, visit http://
www.oregonpubliclibrary.
comorcall (815)732-2724.

New Photo Printer at
the library!

The library now has a
photo printer capable of
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10,
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on a
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm
and see what it can print
for you!

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your garden?
Have extra seeds? Donate
them to the community
seed library. We have seed
envelops for you to fill for
our collection. Seeds are
FREE for anyone.

Oregon Writers Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday
of the month at 10:00am.
The OWG is a gathering of
writers or writer-wannabes
who meet to support each
other and further their own
writing. The purpose of the
groupisto help and encour-
age you in your writing. If
you need brainstorming
ideas, we can help suggest
ideasoraidwiththecreative
process.

New Resource at the
Library!

EBSCO Databases has
arrived! Do you want to
know more about arts and
crafts, car repair, starting
a business, or planning an

estate? Maybe you need to
prep for the GED or study
for college-entrance ex-
ams. Have youeverwished
you could research aca-
demic topics from home?
Oregon Public Library
patrons can now find full-
texte-resource materials on
a variety of topics. Follow
the links from our website
to access the new EBSCO
databases from the library,
or login remotely from
home with your Oregon
Public Library Card. What
interests you?

Passport Services

The Oregon Public
Library offers Passport
Application Processing.
Patrons seeking Passport
Services should call the
Library prior to their visit
to ensure that an official
processor is available at
thattime and forachecklist
of' items, you will need for
the appointment.

Find A Character
Ticket!

What is a Character
Ticket? A character Ticket
represents an image of a
character from that specific
book. Character Tickets
will be hidden in various
booksinthechildren/youth
book collection. After you
check outabook and finda
characterticketinthe book,
youmay adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home.
Open to Oregon Public
Library cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Story &
Oregon Public Library
StoryWalk @Oregon
Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story- A Horse Called
Now by Ruth Doyle At
the StoryWalk is Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom by
Bill Martin, Jr.

cuss The Poppy War by R.  artist, Raina Telgemeier!
F. Kuang. Raina is the author and
OREGON POLICE REPORT

Oct. 28 At 2:45 p.m., Oregon

At 12:30 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Karen K.
McKinley, 79, Winnebago,
for retail theft. McKinley
was issued a notice to
appear and was released
from the Oregon Police
Department’s custody.

Oct. 30

At 9:38 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Andrew J.
Swift, 38, Polo, on an out-
standing Lee County war-
rant for failure to appear.
Swiftwas transported tothe
Ogle County Jail where he
was left in the corrections
officer’s custody.

At 7:15 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Wieslaw
Szawkalo, 53, Chicago,
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Additional
citations were issued to
Szawkalo for drivingunder
the influence of alcohol
with blood alcohol con-
tent greater than .08% and
illegal transportation of al-
coholasadriver. Szawkalo
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed and released.
These violations occurred
in the 300 block of Jeffer-
son Street.

Oct. 31

At 2:42 p.m., Oregon
Police issued George E.
Enstrom, 77, Byron, ci-
tations for disobeying a
stop sign and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
These violations occurred
at the intersection of Fair-
ground Circle Drive and
Fair Street.

BYRON POLICE REPORT

Nov. 13

At 11:11 a.m. Byron
Police Department issued
citations to Gregory D.
Kendrick Jr., 36, of Ster-
ling for operating a vehicle
without valid proof of
insurance and operating a
vehicle with a suspended
driver’s license. This vio-
lation occurred at the 100
block of Lincoln Street.

At 5:40 p.m. Byron

Police issued one 16-year-
old male juvenile, Mt.
Morris, a city citation for
violating the tobacco prod-
ucts and alternative nico-
tine products ordinance.
This violation occurred at
the Oregon High School,
210 S. 10th St.

At 7:12 p.m., Ore-
gon Police investigated a
two-vehicle traffic crash at
the intersection of Madison
and South 2nd Streets in-
volvinga2019 Jeep driven
by Joshua M. Deuth, 33,
Oregon, and a 2018 Jeep
drivenby WaydeJ. Reimer,
21, Polo. Deuth was issued
acitation for failuretoyield
at a stop intersection.

Nov. 1

At 8:30 a.m., Oregon
Police issued one 16-year-
old male juvenile, Mt.
Morris, a city citation for
violating the tobacco prod-
ucts and alternative nico-
tine products ordinance.
This violation occurred at
the Oregon High School,
210 S. 10th St.

At 8:55 a.m., Oregon
Police issued Lucas L.
Griffith, 29, Sterling, cita-
tions for operating a motor
vehicle when registration
suspended for non-in-
surance and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
These violations occurred
in the 100 block of South
4th Street.

At 3:18 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to a dis-
turbance inthe 200 block of
North 3rd Street resulting

in the arrest of Kristina P.
Richards, 48, Oregon, for
disorderly conduct. Rich-
ards was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where she
was processed and released
with a notice to appear.

Now. 2

At 2:48 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Jasmine
J. Johnson, 23, Oregon,
on an outstanding Ogle
County warrant. Johnson
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where she was
left in the custody of the
corrections officers.

Nov. 3

At 8:28 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Robert
M. Disch, 53, Polo, on an
outstanding Ogle County
warrant. Disch was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was leftin the
custody of the corrections
officers.

At 10:36 p.m., Timothy
P. Valdivia, 32, Oregon,
whowashousedatthe Ogle
County Jail for separate
charges, the Oregon Police
charged Valdivia foraggra-
vated fleeing/attempting
to elude peace officer, and
issued citations for driving
while license suspended,
disobeying a traffic sign,
and speeding, 66 in a 40
miles per hour zone.

Two verbal warnings
were issued during the
week of Oct. 28-Nov. 3.

Nov. 4

At 10:35 a.m., Oregon
Police issued one 15-year-
old male juvenile, Mt.
Morris, a city citation for

the offense of violating the
tobacco products and alter-
native nicotine products
ordinance. This violation
occurred in Oregon High
School, 210 S. 10th St.

At 5:07 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Timothy
P. Valdivia, 32, Oregon,
for driving while license
suspended. Valdivia was
also issued a citation for
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. Valdivia
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail. These viola-
tions occurred in the 300
block of South 2nd Street.

Nov. 5

At 5:08 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Kyle S.
Lowe, 36, Oregon, for driv-
ing while license suspend-
ed. Lowe was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where he was processed
and released with a notice
to appear. This violation
occurred in the 900 block
of West Washington Street.

At 11:15 a.m., Oregon
Police issued Jonathan B.
Alaniz, 20, Oregon, a cita-
tion for operating a vehicle
when registration is sus-
pended for non-insurance.
This violation occurred in
the 100 block of South 4th
Street.

Nov. 6

At 1:58 p.m., Ore-
gon Police investigated a
two-vehicle traffic crash in
the 400 block of W. Wash-
ington Street involving a
2020 Amboy CUSDschool
bus driven by Cynthia D.
Mundell, 52, Ashton, and

a 2022 Ford driven by
Mitchell D. Wilson, 29,
of Huntley. Mundell was
issued a citation for failure
to reduce speed to avoid an
accident.

Nov. 8

At 5:48 a.m., Oregon
Police investigated a
two-vehicletrafficaccident
at the intersection of South
4th and Madison Streets
involving a 2010 Volk-
swagon driven by Kade M.
Girton, 18, Chana, and a
2015ForddrivenbyAlanJ.
Webb, 25, Oregon. Girton
was issued citations for
disobeying a stop sign and
operating a vehicle with an
expired registration.

Four verbal warnings
were issued during the
week of Nov. 4-10.

Nov. 12

At 8:38 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Jesse R.
Bushman, 28, Rock Falls,
for driving while license
suspended. Bushman was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed and released
withanoticetoappear. This
violation occurred in the
500 block of Gale Street.

Nov. 13

At 7:42 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Joann G.
Lee, 53, Oregon, for crim-
inal damage to property.
Lee was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where she
was processed and released
with a notice to appear.

Nov. 14

At 7:01 am., Oregon
Policerespondedto a crash

report at the intersection of
4th and Washington Streets
involvinga2002 Chevrolet
driven by Skyler J. Bethel,
33, Mt. Morris, and a 2023
ChevroletdrivenbyAlanSS.
Pruzik, 78, Sycamore. No
citations were issued.

Nov. 16

At 3:37 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Gloria J.
McKenzie, 79, Oregon, a
citation for operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
This violation occurred in
the 500 block of Franklin
Street.

Nov. 17

At 1:36 a.m., Oregon
Police arrested Robert D.
VanDyke, 43, Oregon, for
criminal trespass to real
property. VanDyke was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
processed and released
with a notice to appear.

At 10:24 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Brenda J.
Florin, 61, Mt. Morris,
for driving while license
suspended. Florin was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where she was
processed and released
with a notice to appear.
This violation occurred in
the 300 block of North 4th
Street.

Five verbal warnings
were issued during the
week of Nov. 11-17.

Please note: Any arrests
listed below are merely
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

Police Department issued
a citation to Zachary R.
Anderson, 38, of Rockford
for disobeying a traffic
control device. This vio-
lation occurred at Walnut
Streetand Merchant Street.

Nov. 14

At 2:10 p.m. Byron
Police Department issued
acitationto Joel G. Helms,
54, ofRoscoe for operating
a vehicle while driver’s li-

censeissuspended. Helms
was arrested and trans-
ported to Ogle County Jail
where he was fingerprinted
and released with a notice
to appear. This violation
occurred at the 700 block
of West Blackhawk.

At 4:21 p.m. Byron
Police Department re-
sponded to a domestic at
the 900 block of West 2
Street. Scott C. Crain was

arrested for criminal dam-
age to property, criminal
trespassing to residence,
disorderly conduct, vio-
lation of bail bond, and
possession of cannabis.
Crain was transported to
the Ogle County Jail.

Now. 15

At 7:07 p.m. Byron
Police Departmentissueda
citation to Curtis G. Ruck-
er, 28, of Leaf River for

operating a vehicle without
proof of valid insurance.
This violation occurred
at the 600 block of West
Blackhawk.

Nov. 16

At 12:11 a.m. Byron
Police Department is-
sued citations to Bryan C.
Banbry, 18, of Sycamore
for disobeying a traffic
control device and oper-
ating an uninsured motor

vehicle. This violation
occurred at Walnut and
Blackhawk.

At 6:26 a.m. Byron Po-
lice Departmentresponded
toasingle-vehicle accident
atthe 6,800 block of North
German Church Road
involving a 2017 Honda,
driven by Patrick Simp-
son, 35, of Winnebago.
There were no injuries or
citations issued.
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Stillman Valley High School’s November Students of the Month named

Stillman Valley High School Students of the Month for November were recently named. Pictured from left to right are: SVHS Assistant Principal Jeff Voltz, Rowan
Considine (ninth grade), Tyler Kenyon (10t'grade), Josie Gibson (11" grade), Kendall Knoll (12t grade), and Stillman Bank Retail Office Manager Jennifer Simons. Each
of the students received a gift card for their achievement. (Courtesy photo)

Weekly Brain Busters

[ ]
King Crossword MAGIC MAZE @ YELLOWSTONE
ACROSS T 12 |3 4 |5 |6 8 [0 [0
1 Newt UHECZXUSSS S EVLOW
4 Former Delta |11 12 13
rival =
7 Very dry OQNL JOIWATERFALL SG
11 Bjorn of ten- [18
nis fame
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arian Burns 58 129 130
14 Portrayal
15 Atikoner 153 LJRHMIOECAFOYAW
16 Fire sign?
: 37
17 Pinnacle VTROFPSMSAPLLEN
41
20 Trumpet H
22 Actress T LKODNRTINIDGAEBZC
Vardalos
24 Trite e
28 Basking 53 BSLZEGOTUNI KT FXIKW
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33Twist2b.e E I USSYHMREGT FPCO
treat 58 Christmas 8 Sinbad's bird 35 Hosp. work-
34 TV's Danson 59 Unforeseen 9 City on the ers
36 Autobahn problem Danube 38 Football's WLYMNVFLOSJI1UGAE
auto 60 Skillet 10 Golf peg Manning
37 Open- 61 Chart-topping 12 Bannerata 40 Boom times S E K A U Q HTRAEI BUDIL B
mouthed song new store 42 Discard
39 Swiss cheese 19 Conk out 45 — St. Vincent
41 Wards off DOWN 21 "Kidnapped" Millay GACLYSREGNARXIBYVW
43 Resort 1 Recedes monogram 47 "Nope!"
44 Pleasing 2 Shoeinsert 23 Play part 48 Algeria's Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
46 Batter'sdry 3 Shade provid- 25 Aspiration neighbor directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
spell er 26 Mimic 49 Artist Unlisted clue hint: WILD CANINES
50 Spiced tea 4 — -la-la 27 Prefix with Mondrian
53 Vitamin stat 5 Desire conference 50 "CSI" airer Black bears Elk Mud pots Waterfalls
55 Bangkok cui- 6 Sneeze sound 28 Fly high 51 Solo in space Buffalo Geysers Old Faithful Wildfires
sine 7 Basis for 29 Incite 52 Altar constel- Canyons Lakes Pronghorn Wyoming
57 Whatever . chases | 31 Smallbarel 54 NovelistRand | Earthduakes  Moose  Rangers
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. ©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
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ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY
For The Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2024
OGLE COUNTY EDUCATIONAL COOPERATIVE

417 N. COLFAX STREET
PO BOX 582
BYRON, IL 61010

Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June
30, 2024 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement

administrative office by December 1, 2024.

Individuals wanting to review this

Annual Statement of Affairs should contact: Ogle County Educational Cooperative

Educational

Statement of Operations as of June 30, 2024

Local Sources
Flow-Through Sources
State Sources

Federal Sources

Total Direct Receipts/Revenues

10,675,032
0

845,550
873,285
12,393,867

Total Direct Disb./Expenditures 12,282,345
Other Financing Sources & (Uses) 0

FUND BALANCES — JULY 1, 2023

890,056

Other Changes in Fund Balances
FUND BALANCES — JUNE 30, 2024 1,001,578

Oper. &
Maint. Transp.
155,825 34,836
0 0
0 0
0 0
155,825 34,836
254,280 14,836
0 0
367,126 75,988
268,671 95,988

OGLE COUNTY EDUCATIONAL COOPERATIVE SEJA/801

Byron, Illinoeis, Ogle County

Gross Payments for Certificated Personnel

Salary Range: Less than $25.000

E. Baxter, C. Bridge-Groves, N. Clausen, H. Feldhaus, M. Gardner, A. Hayes, T. Henson,
C. Holden, J. Howard, S. Hummermeier, G. Ihde-Nelson, M. Irving, T. Johnson, A.

Johnston,

B. Kremske, S. Lavieri, L. Leblanc-Parks, N. Minett, II. Newman, J. Person, D. Soulliere,

C. Stern, K. Stem

Salary Range: $25.000 - $39,999

B. Demartino, C. Gray, M. Messer, T. Stoos, A. Watson

Salary Range: $40.000 - $59,999

A. Baker, A. Becker, R. Becker, T. Brummett, M. Carr, B. Fullmer, R. Gruber, A. Hess,
B. Krantz, A. Lamb, J. Marney, K. Mcllwain, S. Milam, K. Rager, J. Shelton, E. Soyars
T. Thomas, S. Tipsord, D. Wilhelm

Salary Range: $60.000 - $89,999

K. Ballard, A. Cardot, N. Connell, B. Drozed, P. Escatel, C. Jernnings, L. Kalnins,
L. Keilman, T. Koch, V. Manning, K. Miller, M. Miller, J. Preston Mondello,
M. Robinson, B. Santopoalo, L. Smith, J. Tartaglia, C. Tornabene, Q. Virgil, A. Waddle,

S. White, K. Williams, B. Wyatt, L. Zarembski, T. Zarembski
Salary Range: $90.000 and over

T. Bailey, J. Blaisdell, A. Brass, S. Buss, T. Camplain, M. Dettman, J. Kitzmiller,
T. Luxton, D. Omiotek, C. Roberts, C. Southwick, A. Zbinden Henkel, M. Zilm

Gross Payments for Non-Certificated Personnel

Salary Range: Less than $25.000

A. Anderson, C. Balestrieri, C. Barcai, P. Barker, E. Baxter, A. Bell, J. Berry, J. Brauns,
1. Brazee, C. Bridge-Groves, T. Brooks, H. Bumber, N. Bunger, R. Cardot,

D. Chisamore, N. Clausen, J. Cox, K. Crisp, B. Demartino, K. Denler, C. Dispensa,

S. Eichstaedt, V. Farbo, D. Galster, S. Garza, L. Gaulrapp, A. Gerry, S. Giddings,

S. Goodwin, C. Hallerud, A. Hayes, A. Hendrickson, T. Henson, C. Holden,

S. Hummermeier, J. Hunley, G. IThde-Nelson, L. Ingersoll, M. Irving, M. Johanning,

T. Johnson, H. Jones, A. Kipping, D. Kramer, B. Kremske, P. Land, S. Lawrence,

B. Lehman, L. Luciani, J. Maltbey, J. Manos, M. Martens, M. Mois, P. Moreno,

H. Newman, J. Obmann, E. Ogden, K. Paulsen, K. Pepper, J. Person, P. Peterson,

A. Ramos, C. Ramos-Naber, K. Reid, K. Richards, L. Rios, T. Rowland, J. Scheck,

K. Schwartz, R. Shupert, T. Slade, S. Snapp, B. Snyder, D. Soulliere, T. Stouffer,

H. Topping, H. Turner, S. Unger, L. Weaver, C. Wells, J. Whetsel, E. Whipple,

A. Wilkinson, M. Wolter, A. Yanos, S. Young

Salary Range: $25.000 - $39.999

E. Batson, J. Beach, D. Durnas, C. Esterday, M. Jones, E. Karper, S. Martin,
R. McCormick, C. Murray E. Overby, P. Pottorff

D. Joslin, J. Shafer

Salary Range: $40.000 - $59.999

Salary Range: $60,000 and over

C. Amaquist, L. Davids, K. Horozewski, D. Mahoney, S. McNamee, T. Moser, K. Rogers

Payments over $2,500, excluding wages and salaries.
Alexander Graham Bell 55,420, Amazon Capital Service 9,059, American Century

Investments 13,600, Anderson Plumbing and Heating 10,700, Andy's Professional
Landscaping 6,620, Applied Communication 88,020, Aspire 8,700, Belrock Asphalt
Paving 7,561, Benning Group LLC 14,400, Bluelnk 7,920, BMO Harris Commercial
73,735, Byron Quick Lube 3,940, CALO 54,847, Camelot Therapeutic 1,033,694, Carroll
University 40,670, CDH Educational Center 233,580, Central Bank Illinois

3,600, Commonwealth Edison 12,769, Constellation 7,556, Contract Paper

Group

2,653, Crisis Prevention Institute 26,341, DeKalb CUSD #428 12,217,

Delta Dental Of Illinois 34,065, Diversified Benefits Services 15,835, DORS-Work

Study 7,391, Easter Seals Metro 519,616, Eligio's Landscaping

3,200,

Embrace Education 46,008, E-Rate Online LLC 3,104, Farley’s Appliance 3,283, Firm
Systems 2,576, Flexible Spend Acct-FSA 43,422, Frontier 11,627, Frontline
Technologies 2,608, The Harvard State Bank 3,250, Hillmann Pediatric 37,769,
HodgesLoizziFisenhammer 7,803, HD Supply 6,795, IFiber 3,360, Illinois Educational
24,678, Illinois Dept Of Employment 27,366, Illinois Counties Risk 85,795, Illinois Dept.
Of Revenue 294,566, ISC — BCBS 1,299,076, IMRF
Tmprest Fund Account 8,108, Internal Revenue Service 932,527, Johnson Controls
16,676, Stephanie Kaskavage 74,656, Little Friends Inc 17,788, Marco Technologies
LLC 16,505, Midland National Life 5,780, MNJ Technologies 50,252, N2Y, LLC 7,880,
Neurorestorative IL 4,742, Nexus-Onarga 95,226, NIA 180,337, Nicor Gas 4,523,
Northern Partners Coop 7,181, NIU 7,322, Ombudsman Educational 285,508, Oregon
Community 66,050, Performance Food Group 10,831, Powerschool Group LLC 19,204,
Prairie Farms 3,646, Presence Learning INC 108,362, Rochelle Elementary 12,322,
Rockford Public School 10,130, Special Educ Sves 144,315, Sprout Educational Svcs
38,951, Staples 4,508, Star Autism Support 5,795, The Stepping Stones 111,405, Sunbelt
Staffing, LLC 76,101, Sysco Food Services 16,939, Thrivent Financial 4,800, Top Youth
Speakers 7,900, Trafera, LLC 14,376, Teachers Retirement 462,603, UCP Seguin
Infinitec 5,921, Union Savings Bank 4,850, Vanguard Group 3,760, Verizon Wireless
5,591, Voya Institutional 4,650, VSP of Illinois 8,775, Walter Lawson Children 68,743,

Wexbank (Exxon Mobil) 2,892, Wexbank (Shell) 2,702, Wisconsin Dept Of Revenue
No. 1119
(November 25, 2024)

2,903, Yellowfolder 12,747

101

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Supplement to October
16, 2024 Notice of as-
sessment changes:
Required level of as-
sessment (35 ILCS
200/9-145) 33.33%
Property other than
farmland and coal is
to be assessed at a
33.33% median level
of assessment, based
on the fair cash value of
the property.

Truly,
Tricia M Black, CIAO
Ogle County Supervisor

of Assessments

No. 1120

(November 25, 2024)
101

LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone can’t
ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowinalv accept

192,685,

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, —may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in its care.

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED  Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY)
Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein is
subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.
Water, sewer, garbage inc.
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition.
Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

Upper
Apartment for Rent
Stillman Valley, IL
$800/Month &

NO PETS
815-988-5831

511

STORAGE UNITS

K&P SELF
STORAGE

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to DA&W Garage)

9

Storage Unit Sizes;

Sx10" 10'x10
10'x 15" 10'x 20" 10530
A

Show 9
e & Sen

_ Browse
® & Buy

L m——

Place an Ad or
Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!

OGLE COUNTY -+ OGLE COUNTY

GET DOWN/ |

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE'

Bl Sl tars for a loded GREI TRIIRE J%v.mhm ‘
But are you taking care of yourself?
AARP can help with information and useful tips on how you can maintain a healthy
life balance, care for your own physical and mental well-being, and manage the
challenges of caring for a loved one. Because the better care you take of yourself,
the better care you can provide for your loved one.

You're there for them, We're here for you,

Find fres Care Guides fo support you
and your loved one at AARP.org /caregiving

-AARP

Check it every day. Self-monitoring is power.

e AM A% Visit: ManageYourBP.org
COUNCIL| e ..E

Or scan code h
for more.

8 kids a day are accidentally killed
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE
stored gun,

ing involving an improperly
d in the home.

]
E=r

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

New I\/Illford::.-,
Refrlgeratlon

6331 11th Street | Rockford

Full-Time & Part-Time
Openings Available Now
Check out the Help Wanted
section of the Classifieds

2022190

NeW, Used, carry a large

Scratch & Dent [l
Refrigerators app"a':c:: |
Freezers with a
Washers/Dryers Warra
Stoves _

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

Start earning now!

815-262-3900

103

AUCTIONS

VIRTUAL ONLINE
LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

i LAND AUCTION

TUESDAY, D

| | SCAN FOR MORE

210.23 TAXABLEACRES"' . 2 TRACTS INFORMATION

Tract 1 is located 5 mlles west of Lostant, IL and Tract 2 is
located 2 miles north of Lostant, IL. Lostant is located 14
miles south of Peru, IL. The land is further described as being
located in Sections 12 & 19, T31N-R1E, Hope Township,
LaSalle County, Illinois.

The Whitmore farms represent the best central lllinois has

to offer. Tract 1 contains 100% Class A soils, and Tract 2
contains 98% Class A soils.

WALTER E. WHITMORE FARMS

Representing Attorney: Richard L. Burton, Partner
Burton, Fuller & Associates, P.C. | (815) 433-3111
227 West Madison St., Ottawa, IL 61350

Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

x SULL
LA

Deadlines
Wednesday
at5p.m.

Call 815-732-21 56

Biglron

(844) 847-2161 | www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

ANUCFIY IO NERENR!
IIRECrO/RYE

A&T Auction Services, LLLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Remmer Schuetz
Auction Service
Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.
Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com
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Talkin’ Turkey
Jokes for the
Thanksgiving Table

Why didn't the turkey
stay for dinner?
It was already stuffed!

Elierg

How do turkeys travel
for Thanksgiving?
They take the gravy train!

Why did the police
arrest the turkey?
They suspected fowl play!

Why couldn’t the pilgrims
keep their pants on?
Their belts were on their hats!

Have a happy and fun
Thanksgiving holiday!
~
| Y | THANKCIvc \
— L]
FINISH |__
&
A3
Vi {E« e
“Cc___ P__
> 314 ‘1e0D ‘91ddy ‘Oxey ‘1009 ‘Jed] :SIomsuy < \_ Y,
GUESS WHO o) Spelling Scramble
= Unscramble these Thanksgiving mystery words!
Rearrange the letters to spell MGILIRP
lam a singer—songwriter born in Canada something pertaining to the holiday season. CYERUT
N ber 5, 1959. hild, |
trave?gd t?)vgi?;eri:‘nt plocesAvSvi(t]hley father, R E K U Y T
who was a diplomat. I've had many hit wEa
songs, but my work on the soundrack for
a Robin Hood movie really set my career FFUSNITG
aplaze. ERNVMEOB
N SWIDPY UbAlg JJemsuy AN Aaxun] 1emsuy JoquiaAoN ‘Sulnis ‘AAeln) ‘AN, ‘WLIS[] SIoMSUY
THANKFUL WORD SEARCH b
ASSISTANCE
AUTUMN cc sayy ,
BASTE
F EASTSOYEHBRGNTITATESMR R BLESSINGS that in:. 99
S NO P UMUPIKTINUPTIEI B BI R CTITFH CASSEROLE
R QY TMSTGTHTLWNSTOGOTFTKTCU e Enalish: DI
D F UEASTA ATES ST QBYTETETLSTET® OWU CORNUCOPIA sngn;:h: C'::qr
F BRAKTTUBGETPUVTLDTGTR RSB R IS Ay
Italian: Cenare
VL VS S RO0OSTFULEV KTIJSSNNND DRESSING French: Diner
T ETUYHUPTITFTETERTA APTETITSBTR FEAsT German: Abendessen
H S A 0O E B Q T TNIWUTG CAUBETIVRE FRIENDS
Ve S NLPCC CETEU ONIBTILIUHTDTR RTITES oy
b I T E 0V CATULIETLGTENATFGA A S HARVEST
L NYGRRUORAMHYWORURWSDTI T orToUs &
R G GIEERVTLUAEBSTCEHA AVTEKTUN NOVEMBER Get the e
0 SIDSBNETPSTROTPIHAPTBNLUG OVEN PICTURE?
W K B NS M UASSTISTA ANTG CEA ANA PILGRIMS \ -
WPLIAETGCRTEA ADTINNTETR RIHTEU/U UMK PLE TS s
E C E C CV OL S L BN FTW®PTIUFTWUVT RELATIVES
NBTQFOPGRAVYRIKTGCETFMOU iy
T T S PSNTIUFU CUALTFIULWOTFTOM SQUASH
T VWWSWAALTFNPTITLGRTIMSN ety poneo N,
0 K W KR WF S EI RREIBNARTUGCECTT TABLE Can youguess what
TASTY the bigger picture is?
. . . _ i THANKSGIVING
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards. TURKEY Aoxiny :lemsuy
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THANKSGIVING GREETINGS

Tips to simplify your Thanksgiving dinner menu

HANKSGIV-
ING is a much
anticipated and

beloved holiday. Celebrat-
ed on the second Monday
in October in Canada and
the fourth Thursday of
November in the Unit-
ed States, Thanksgiving
in each country offers
families and friends an
opportunity to gather and
break bread together.

Food is indeed a focus
of Thanksgiving in both
Canada and the United
States, and that can be
a little overwhelming
if not intimidating for
those tasked with hosting
the celebration. Guests
might come to expect
certain Thanksgiving sta-
ples, including turkey and
mashed potatoes. Such
expectations can make it
easier to plan a Thanks-
giving menu, and sticking
to Turkey Day standard
bearers is notthe only way
to simplify meal planning
on this beloved holiday.

* Accept help, but keep
it limited. It’s customary
for loved ones invited to
Thanksgiving celebra-
tions to offer to bring a
dish to dinner, and that
can alleviate some of the
work hosts are tasked
with managing. Howev-
er, hosts can keep things
simple by asking only a
small handful of guests to

prepare a side dish. Once
the quotais filled, politely
decline any additional
offers to bring food. It
can be hard to find space
on the table if too many
guests bring dishes from
home, and that can lead
to hurt feelings if certain
sides areignored or lefton
the kitchen counter due to
a lack of real estate.

* Explain your desire to
reduce food waste. Anoth-
er way to simplify the meal
is to avoid succumbing to
the temptation to cook too
much food. Guests may
expect to go home with
full bellies. Indeed, the
Calorie Control Council
notes that Americans
consume between 3,000
and 4,500 calories during
Thanksgiving celebra-
tions. Such consumption
is not only unhealthy for
humans, but the planet
as well. The U.S.-based
nonprofit ReFED, which
is devoted to stopping
food waste, estimated
that Americans would
waste 312 million pounds
of food on Thanksgiving
2023. Hosts who want to
avoid cooking excessive
amounts of food, much
of which may eventually
end up in the trash can,
can simplify meal prep
by cooking less and ex-
plaining to guests that
they aspire to reduce food

waste this Thanksgiving.

* Keep table settings
simple. Unless you’re
planning to post photos
of the family meal on
Instagram this Thanks-
giving, you can skip the
more elaborate formal
table settings in favor of
a simple setup you might
use on most nights when
dining at home. Polish-
ing the fancy silver and
folding cloth napkins
in a way that would im-
press a seasoned maitre
d’ is a time-consuming
task that can complicate
meal preparation. Keep
it simple with less formal
settings, which will allow
guests to direct their focus
to the task at hand: eating
a delicious, homecooked
holiday meal.

* Purchase a premade
dessert. [t might be tempt-
ing to try your hand at a
homemade dessert, but
it’s far easier to purchase
pies and ice cream from
a local farmer’s market
in the days leading up
to Thanksgiving. This
approach ensures hosts
have it a little easier once
the main course has been
served and consumed.

Hosting Thanksgiving
dinner is no small task.
However, hosts can take
various steps to simplify
Thanksgiving meal plan-
ning this year.

Why do the Detroit Lions
always play on Thanksgiving?

OUSEHOLDS
have their own
unique Thanks-

giving traditions, but one
custom common in many
homes come Turkey
Day involves watching
football. Each year on
Thanksgiving, the Nation-
al Football League hosts a
handful of games, and it’s
customary in many house-
holds to gather around the
television with friends
and family and take in
some of the action on the
gridiron, excitement that
always features the De-
troit Lions. This unique
tradition has endured for
decades, but when did it
start? According to the
Pro Football Hall of Fame,
the tradition of the Lions
playing on Thanksgiving
can be traced to George A.
Richards, who purchased
the franchisein 1933 when
they were the Portsmouth
(Ohio) Spartans. Richards
feltcompetinginagameon
Thanksgiving Day would

attract Motor City fans who
were more devoted to the
Detroit Tigers, the city’s
baseball team. Fans who
attended the Lions’ first
Thanksgiving Day game
in 1934 were treated to a
nail-biter, with the home-
town Lions falling 19-16
to the Chicago Bears at
the University of Detroit
Stadium. The Bears had
won the league champion-

Please know how much we appreciate your
support, and how much happiness we wish you
at Thanksgiving and all year.

o} Olde Timers
] Antique Centre

Open Every Day 10AM-5PM

131 East Church Street (Route 34)
Sandwich, Illinois 60548 « 815.786.6430

ship the previous year. Ina
quirkuniqueto the gamein
1934, the two teams locked
horns again just three days
later, with the Bears once
more emerging victorious
inanother close contest that
ended with a 10-7 score.
In the modern era of the
NFL, the teams that play
on Thanksgiving Day do
not play on the following
Sunday.

A special thank you to the following

Byron

Byron County

Market

Charles Sutton

Leaf River

Byron Bank
Alice Taylor

Thanksgiving Turkey Winners

The following lucky winners have been selected to receive a
Gift Certificate towards a Thanksgiving Turkey.

businesses:

Holcomb Bank

Kristi Quigley

Stillman Valley

First State Bank

of Polo

Beverley Binkley

Polo

M. Mongan Decor

Joyce Bruns

Oregon

Stillman Bank
Mike Wiginton

Stillman Bank

Sharon Klein

Sullivans Foods
Janice Kereven

Oregon Super Valu

Howard Cowan

Oregon

Oregon

Rockford

Certificates may

be picked up at the

winning locations!

Congratulations!

RESTAURANT
& BAR

BRADFORD
V-A) VICTOR-ADAMS

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

§ 120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334
www.bradfordmutual.com

112520;

Give thanks
e
-4

8/
WLIFC

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

friends like you
are what mahke
the season So
spccial. Thanks
for giving us so
many reasons to
be grateful at
the holidays and
always. Ha

Tharslfhsqiviezpqz

Pubjic
is
bm«?h:cu77€y

11252024

Bar and Kitchen
Monday - Thursday 4 - 8PM

Friday 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Closed Tuesdays
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SERVICES

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up
Lawncare
Landscaping
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Shrubbery Trimming
& Planting

Mulching
Forestry Cutting

'

P

 PINE VIEW

2 -
ol ot

Gabriel Mack

pineview@daystar.io

SR

Phone * Fax
779-251-0254 « 815-946-4372
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(COURTESY PHOTO

In early November, Jackson Martindale proudly represented Stillman Valley
High School at the 2024 Slinger Super Speedway Awards Banquet, where he
was recognized for his impressive second-place overall points finish in the High
School Racing Association (HSRA).

SVHS’s Martindale honored at Slinger
Super Speedway Awards Banquet

STILLMANVALLEY
—In early November, Jack-
son Martindale proudly
represented Stillman Valley
High School at the 2024
Slinger Super Speedway
Awards Banquet, where
he was recognized for his
impressive second-place
overall points finish in the
High School Racing Asso-
ciation (HSRA).

Addressing an audience
of over 300 attendees,
Jackson delivered a heart-
felt speech, reflecting on
his season and his passion
for racing. Throughout the
season, Jackson embodied
the values of sportsmanship
and respect, represent-
ing Stillman Valley High
School with integrity both
on and off the track.

December 1
2:00 PM

“Weareincredibly proud
of Jackson’s accomplish-
ments this season,” He
Robison, athletic/activities
director, said. “His dedi-
cation and character are
a testament to the values
we strive to instill in ou
students.”

Congratulations, Jack-
son, on this outstanding
achievement!

11252024

@ St. Paul Lutheran Church o

114 S. 5th Street
Oregon, IL

”‘"‘mﬁ . Cookies and treats will be served following the concert
" Please join us for the joyful sounds of the season!

Prices Effective: Friday, November 29 thru Tuesday, December 3, 2024

8" sLICED
INTO
STEAKS FOR

" HALF ROAST

6.99

llyan s Signature Vs il

- %UPE;{EE::II

Rt

3.99;,

US GoW't Insp
“f BONE-IN
~ RIB'H

‘BONELESS (| W (

\ A )
Y B IN BREAST

) ROUNP Family Pack l .99 -

S
ORIGINAL

e

- ;eli Favorite | /-
b ROTISSERIE ~
'~ CHICKEN -

\
| A!!iiiL ‘!!!:ll’{!!iill’ |

Busch Light

> T BEER
30 pk/ 12 oz cans

2 ASSORTED HOLIDAY &
i JcoOKIESIORICIAND V4!
% "AVAILABLE IN STORE

Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including: 101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815.734.6868 | OPEN 6:30A TO 9P 7 DAYS A WEEK

-y

) Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores.
f Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.
Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.
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