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MENDOTA – Local Marines and their guest 
are invited to help celebrate the 249th birthday 
of the Marine Corps on Saturday, Nov. 9 at the 
Mendota VFW Post 4079. Doors open at 1600 
hours for drinks, snacks and conversation. Pizza 
will be served at approximately 1830 hours and 
a cake-cutting ceremony will follow.

The uniform of the day is civies and Marine 
Corps apparel. Remember to bring your Chal-
lenge Coin. Semper fi.

State-Bound!

Members of the Mendota Trojan soccer team acknowledge their fans as team member David Casas holds the 
Mendota Super-Sectional trophy up high after the Trojans defeated Aurora Central Catholic, 2-0, on Nov. 2 at 
the MHS field. The win catapulted the Trojans into the IHSA Class 1A State Soccer Tournament in Hoffman 
Estates where they will face Normal University High at 7:15 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 7. (Reporter photo)

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA - The Men-
dota City Council took 
action for the improvement 
of streets and heard a pre-
liminary report on the city’s 
tax levy at its Nov. 4 regular 
meeting.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick 
presented an Illinois De-
partment of Transportation 
Supplemental Resolution to 
use Rebuild Illinois funds in 
the amount of $150,000 for 
the improvement of a small 
stretch of 11 streets/alleys in 
Mendota. The council voted 
to adopt the resolution.

Streets scheduled for 
improvement next spring 
include Meadowview Drive 
from Burlington Street to 
Jefferson Street (0.14 miles); 
Jefferson Street from Mead-
owview Drive to 14th Ave-
nue (0.08 miles); 14th Ave-
nue from Burlington Street 
to Washington Street (0.22 
miles); Wisconsin Avenue 
from Chicago Street to Mon-
roe Street (0.16 miles); 12th 
Street from Illinois Avenue to 
Guiles Avenue (0.08 miles); 
Lincoln Avenue from Fourth 

City Council takes action
for street improvements
q Taxes are projected to decrease in Mendota

Avenue to 14th Street (0.06 
miles); Ninth Avenue from 
First Street to Third Street 
(0.18 miles); Second Street 
from Eighth Avenue to Ninth 
Avenue (0.07 miles); Third 
Street from Second Street to 
Third Street (0.08 miles); the 
alley between Pennsylvania 
Avenue and Indiana Avenue 
from Washington Street to 
Jefferson Street (0.06 miles); 
and the west end of Lake 
Drive (0.02 miles).

In other action from 
Fitzpatrick, the council ap-
proved the bid of Vissering 
Construction Company of 
Streator in the amount of 
$6,867,000 for the waste 
water treatment plant head 
works project. Work on 
the project will take 14-16 
months to complete. There 
were five bids submitted with 
Vissering’s bid approximate-
ly 12 percent lower than the 
engineer’s estimate.

Alderman John Holland 
reported that the Mendo-
ta Historic Restoration & 
Preservation Commission 

Tom Merwin Gold Star
Employee Award

Horace Hume Outstanding Service Award

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – When 
Omar Espinoza left his 
hometown of Mendota when 
he was 13 to go to Houston, 
he didn’t know if he would 
ever be back.

It only took five years to 
return as he came back for his 
senior year at Mendota High 
School before graduating 
in 2016.

Since then, the current 
YMCA Assistant Branch 
Manager has had the op-

Mendota YMCA Assistant Branch Manager Omar 
Espinoza, center, was awarded the 2024 Tom Merwin 
Gold Star Employee Award at the 2024 Mendota Award 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner & Awards Night 
Nov. 1 at the Mendota Elks Lodge. Left to right, are the 
YMCA’s Moises Carlos, MACC Past Chair of the Board 
Marion Quintana, Espinoza, MACC President/CEO Sam 
Setchell, and YMCA Branch Manager Stephen Donnell. 
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

YMCA’s Espinoza strives to be 
positive influence in community

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Brian Basil 
grew up watching his family 
be involved in the Mendota 
community.

It only made sense for him 
to follow in their footsteps.

For his continuous ded-
ication to the City of Men-
dota and the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Basil was named the 2024 
Horace Hume Outstanding 
Service Award Winner at 
the MACC Annual Dinner 
& Award Night on Nov. 1 
at the Mendota Elks Lodge.

“It means a lot to me. If 
you look at the past winners 
and what they’ve done, it’s 
nice to be in their company,” 
said Basil. “Growing up, I 
hung out with my grandpa a 
lot and he was the president 
of the Sportsman’s Club for 
a while at the lake. He was 
the one that got the caboose 
(between the Mendota Civic 
Center and Subway) here. 

“You learn as you grow 
up, you try to give back to 
your city and make it a better 
place.”

Basil, a 1993 Mendota 
High School graduate, has 
owned and operated Basil 
Construction since 1997 
and has been at Starved 
Rock Wood Products in the 
maintenance department for 
the last year. 

When he is not at work 
working, he is putting in 
hours for the chamber and 
community.

Basil helped build the 
information booth and assists 

When needed in the community, Basil answers the call

Mendota native Brian Basil, holding plaque, was named the 2024 Horace Hume Out-
standing Service Award winner at the Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Dinner & Awards Night on Nov. 1 at Mendota Elks Lodge. He received the award for 
doing a little bit of everything for the chamber and the community. (Reporter photo 
by Brandon LaChance)

portunity to work at a place 
he likes, perform duties he 
is enthusiastic about, and 
assist the community in 
many ways.

For not only taking on, 
but thriving, in his role, 
Espinoza was named the 
2024 Tom Merwin Gold Star 
Employee Award winner at 
the Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Dinner 
& Awards Night on Nov. 1 

in the beer garden stage con-
struction during the Mendota 
Sweet Corn Festival every 
year. He also plays a part in 
the annual Christmas Walk 
by bringing Santa Claus’ 
trailer downtown.

“Whether it’s the Men-
dota Chamber, the Mendota 
Lions Club, the Mendota 
Elks Lodge, pretty much ev-
ery organization, Brian Basil 
has had a hand in something,” 
MACC President/CEO Sam 
Setchell said. “There are a lot 
of things he has done behind 
the scenes that nobody knows 
he had a hand in. Being able 
to call him, he doesn’t even 

want the recognition, he just 
knows how important this 
community is and he wants 
to help in any way he can.”

For the Mendota Lions 
Club, he was part of the 
Strouss Park basketball court 
revamping and has put up 
basketball hoops at parks 
throughout the city. 

Speaking of city, whenev-

er Mendota Streets Depart-
ment Director and Mendota 
Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Nick Stremlau needs 
Basil’s hand, the lifelong 
Mendotan obliges.  

Basil has also served 
on the MACC Board of 
Directors and the MACC 
Executive Board, where he 
was a former vice president. 

“It means a lot to me. If you look at 
the past winners and what they’ve 
done, it’s nice to be in their com-
pany.”                                – Brian Basil
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

WE MAKE YOUR 
YARD GREAT AGAIN!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging •

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

FALL SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

09
30

20
24

Get Ready 
for Winter! 

FREE ESTIMATES
on commercial/

residential snow 
removal

11
06
20
24

11
06
20
24

The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Sweet Corn Festival Volunteer 
of the Year Award
Taylor Olsen, left, a Mendota resident who works at Black 
Bros., was named the volunteer award winner at the 
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner & 
Awards Night on Friday, Nov. 1 at the Mendota Elks Lodge. 
Olsen is a past chamber president who has been involved 
for many years. “When he left the board, he’s continued 
to help out with the festival’s beer garden set up and tear 
down, answers the phone, and lends a hand whenever he 
can,” said MACC President/CEO Sam Setchell. With Olsen 
in the photo is former MACC Board Past Chairman Evan 
Wixom. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance) 

Beautification Award
Scooter’s Coffee won the 2024 Beautification 
award founded in 1999 to recognize businesses 
you help shape Mendota. The new establishment 
on Rt. 251 serves coffee, tea, other drinks, and 
healthy food in a modern designed building with a 
wraparound drive through. “We were all sad when 
the old Mendota Community Hospital building 
was torn down and it was just a blank, vacant lot 
for years. To see not only a new business, but one 
with a unique presentation, that attracts travelers 
passing through town on Rt. 251,” said Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce President/CEO Sam 
Setchell said. The award was accepted by co-owner 
Mary Vankeulen (other co-owner is brother Butch 
Vankeulen) and general manager Ted Landgraf at 
the chamber’s year-end dinner on Friday, Nov. 1 
at the Mendota Elks Lodge. (Reporter photo by 
Brandon LaChance)

We were very lucky to have four wonderful 
young women come to Blackstone this past week.  
They are FFA members at Mendota High School and 
they presented each of our classes with a lesson.  
They read a story about the life cycle of a pumpkin, 
made and ate pumpkin pie in a bag and talked about 
what they do in FFA.   Leah, Jessica, Hanna and 
Maren did a great job educating our kindergarten 
and first graders.   We appreciate the opportunity 
to have this lesson with the MHS FFA group.

qqq
We celebrated Red Ribbon Week at Blackstone 

Oct. 28-Nov. 1.   Blackstone School, like many 
other schools that week, worked on spreading the 
message that we live a better life without the use 
of drugs.  This message is essential to the health 
of our students and to the quality of life in our 
community.  We had themes for each day and had 
dress up days to go with each one.  We had great 
participation from students and staff.

qqq
Thanks to all of our families that ordered 

Blackstone spirit wear this year.   All items were 
delivered this past week.  Thank you to 4M Graphix 
for handling our spiritwear orders.

qqq
We had a great time celebrating Halloween at 

Blackstone on Oct. 31.  Students were able to wear 
their costumes to school that morning.  There were 
some very creative costumes.  The students partic-
ipated in various organized games and activities 
prepared by the room parents.  The students rotated 
around to different classrooms and the gym for the 
fun activities.  The students then enjoyed a snack 
back in their own classrooms.   Thank you to the 
staff and room parents for organizing and running 
the Halloween activities and also to the parents 
who donated things for the party.  We appreciate 
your support and the students had a great time!

qqq
The students nominated for the principal award 

this past week included Myles Wheeler, Camila 
Sandoval, Emmanuel Esparza, Aria Darling, El-
eanor Myers, Aaron Hernandez, Aliyah Sester and 
Evalynn Kordick.  The winners were Noah Moreno, 
Blaire Hansen, Sophia Moore and Jaxton Becerra.  
Congratulations to all of you!

qqq
We had a few more classes earn their goal for 

Paw Pride certificates.   Congratulations to the 
students in Mrs. Tolley, Mrs. Lamps, Mrs. Wixom, 
Mrs. O’Sadnick and Mrs. Wilhelm’s classes.  They 
have earned the reward assembly for great behavior!

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Jackie 
Fitzgerald,  owner and 
stylist at Jacquesi2.0 Sa-
lon in Mendota, always 
agrees to make customers 
look good.

Especially on big days.
When she was contact-

ed by a friend and fellow 
community advocate, she 
agreed to off free haircuts 
for veterans from 4-6 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 11 at 
Jacquesi2.0, located at 
903 Main St. in Mendota. 

Dr. Ann Neumann, also 
know as Dr. Ann Fox, 
is the optometrist at All 
About Eyes in Peru,” Fitz-
gerald said. “She reached 
out to me and wanted to 
col laborate  something 
for our veterans to honor 
them. They sacrificed so 
much. So, to honor their 
service for our country, 
why not offer some free 
haircuts. 

“This definitely pulls at 
my heart strings because 
I do have a lot of family 
that are veterans includ-
ing a couple of cousins 

and my grandfather. With 
having family members 
who served in the Army, 
to be able to do this for 
our community and the 
surrounding communi-
ties, it’s an honor.”

The free haircuts are go-
ing to be on a walk-in basis 
and Fitzgerald vowed to 
not turn anyone away.

With Fitzgerald’s pos-
itive and heartwarming 
attitude toward the idea, 
the eye specialist knew 
she had the right idea to 
celebrate Veterans Day.

 “I always try to look 
for different ways to give 
back to the community,” 
said Dr. Neumann, whose 
father and two grandfa-
thers are veterans. “I was 
looking for something 
to show veterans appre-
c ia t ion  and  g ra t i tude 
because I think it’s most 
deserving to recognize 
them on Veterans Day. I 
thought maybe we could 
find someone who would 
be able to provide them 
with some haircuts. 

“Jackie is wonderful 
and happily obliged.”	  

Special cuts for special people
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2024-2025 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Mendota’s first Scarecrow 
Stroll winners
The first ever Scarecrow Stroll added something dif-
ferent and special on the downtown streets of Mendo-
ta. Mendota Sweet Corn Festival Mini Queen Maeve 
Schmidt  and Mini King Landon Fancher were the 
Royalty Pick judges as they voted for OSF Saint Paul 
Medical Center. The Public Choice was Expressions 
Salon, and Most Creative was The Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Other participants were City 
of Mendota, Cub Scouts Pack #4108, First State Bank, 
Mendota Police Department, Purpose Nutrition, Re-
imagine Mendota, and Starved Rock Wood Products. 
(Photo contributed) 

MENDOTA – Help Graves-Hume Public Library create 
art for the Youth Services Department at 6 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 11 by designing a Christmas tree for all to see.

Supplies will be provided. All ages are welcome. 
Children 6 and under must have an adult present. 
Registration is required. 

Library programs are open to all. No library card 
required. Call 815-538-5142 to register.

Come design a 
Christmas tree

OGLESBY – The holidays are 
around the corner! Will the Elf on 
the Shelf be sneaking extra calories 
into your holiday treats? Don’t worry, 
this program is here to help you make 
healthier choices without sacrificing 
the fun and festive flavors. Join Su-
san Glassman, nutrition and wellness 
educator from Illinois Extension, and 
learn simple ingredient swaps, healthy 
eating tips, and creative gift-giving 
ideas while savoring and sharing your 
favorite holiday foods.

During the session, have fun making 
an easy holiday recipe to taste, and 
discover the power of skillpower and 
willpower to help you stay on track. Take 
home valuable information, recipes, and 
practical ideas to enjoy delicious holi-
day bites while maintaining a healthy 
balance.

Holiday Bites will be offered at the 
following locations:

• Wednesday, Nov. 13, 6-7 p.m., 
Oglesby Public Library, 111 S. Wood-
land Ave., Oglesby. Register at go.illi-
nois.edu/ogholiday

• Thursday, Nov. 21, 10-10:45 a.m., 
Putnam County Community Center; 
First Street, Standard. Register at go.il-
linois.edu/ptholiday

• Thursday, Nov. 21, 5-6 p.m., Prince-
ton Public Library, 698 E St., Princeton. 
Register at go.illinois.edu/prholiday

• Friday, Nov. 22, Noon-12:45 p.m., 
Mendota Senior Center, 1901 Tom 
Merwin Drive, Mendota. Register at 
go.illinois.edu/mdholiday

• Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2:30-3 p.m., 
Bureau County Senior Center, 16 W. 
Marion St., Princeton. Register at 
go.illinois.edu/bcholiday

• Tuesday, Dec. 3, 6-7 p.m., Reddick 
Public Library, 1010 Canal St., Ottawa. 
Register at go.illinois.edu/ottholiday

You may also call 815-224-0894 to 

register. If you need an accommodation 
to participate, please contact Susan 
Glassman at  susang@illinois.edu  or 
815-224-0894. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to allow sufficient 
time to meet your access needs. 

Extension offices are located in 
Princeton, Ottawa, Henry, and in 
Oglesby on the IVCC campus. The Mis-
sion of University of Illinois Extension 
is to provide practical education you 
can trust to help people, businesses and 
communities solve problems, develop 
skills, and build a better future. Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension provides 
equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. Visit our website at 
https://extension.illinois.edu/blmp. 
If you have questions or need more 
information, please call University of 
Illinois Extension- Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam Unit Office at 815-
224-0894.

Want to eat healthy during the holiday season?

Roberts Armory WWII Museum opens its doors
 Roberts Armory WWII Museum in Rochelle will be open to the public in honor of 
Veterans’ Day on Saturday, Nov. 9, from 1-4 p.m. The Higgins Boat will be open for 
viewing, weather permitting. The next opening will be Memorial Day 2025. To get to 
the museum, follow the signs on the Army truck at Route 251 & Intermodal Drive 
(approximately 3 miles). Many World War II artifacts are on display including tanks, 
trucks, cannons and Rochelle News-Leader newspapers from 1945 presenting photo-
graphs of Rochelle residents who served during World War II. More information is 
available on the Rochelle website at: https://www.enjoyrochelle.com/online-directory/
what-to-do/history-attractions/robert-s-armory.html.There is no admission charge.

O T TAWA —  O S F 
Hea l thCare  welcomes 
Katie Marshall, APRN, 
to its obstetrics and gy-
necology team, bringing 
enhanced women’s health 
and midwifery services to 
Ottawa and the surround-
ing areas.

Marshall, APRN, will 
p r o v i d e  c a r e  a t  O S F 
Medical Group – Obstet-
rics and Gynecology in 
Ottawa and Peru. With 
a Master of Science in 
Nursing from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati and 
board certification from 
the American Midwifery 
Certification Board, Mar-
shall offers expert care in 
obstetrics, gynecology, 
and midwifery, ensuring 
high-quality, personal-
ized services for patients.

To schedule an ap-
pointment with Marshall, 
APRN, or any member 
of  the OSF obstetr ics 
and gynecology team, 
patients can call (815) 
431-0435.

OSF welcomes
new provider
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

Thanks to all those who have served 
and protected, we can enjoy a safe and 
promising tomorrow. This Veterans Day, 
we salute you. Trust in Tomorrow.®

We will be closed on Nov. 11th in 
observance of Veterans Day

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2024.

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

11062024

YOUR SERVICE
OUR RESPECT

Veterans Day is a day to remember
those brave men and women who have 
served our country in the armed forces.

Thank you for your sacrifice and 
commitment to this great country.

Our offices will be closed on Nov. 12th 
in honor of Veteran’s Day.

Photo Credit: Kimberly Wattley, 
taken at the 2016 Memorial Day 
Service at Woodhaven Lakes

In Memory
of
Larry Leffelman

Our Family Protecting your family.

We will be closed on Nov 12th in 
observance of Veteran’s Day

11
05

20
18

OUR FAMILY  
PROTECTING  
YOUR FAMILY

Kirby Boner
TAMPA, Fla. – Kirby Boner, 

71, of Tampa, Fla., passed away on 
Oct. 15, 2024. Kirby was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, brother, 
coworker, and friend to many. His 
smile and sense of humor will live 
on in the memories of all who had 
the pleasure of knowing him.

Kirby’s celebration of life will be 
held from 10 a.m.-noon on Saturday, 
Nov. 9, at Blount & Curry Funeral 
Home in Carrollwood, located at 
3207 W. Bearss Ave., Tampa, Fla., 33618.

Kirby was born on Sept. 19, 1953, to Nellie Ray Boner 
(Bennett) and Earle Richard Boner in Lincoln, Ill. His first 
home was a small apartment in Rantoul, where his father 
was stationed at Chanute Air Force Base during the Korean 
War. Kirby grew up in LeRoy and later Mendota, where his 
parents pursued careers in public education.

He is survived by his wife, Suzanne; children, Patrick 
and Mitchell (Jacqueline Quintrall); brother-in-law, Michael 
Conrad; grandchildren, Annabel, Emma, Benjamin, Andrew, 
and Wyatt; and nephews, Matthew, Kyle, and Kirby.

Kirby is preceded in death by his mother and father; his 
sister, Kelly; and his brother, Martin. 

Kirby graduated from Mendota High School in 1971 and 
went on to study Political Science at Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College, earning his A.A. in 1973. He graduated with 
a B.A. in Political Science from Illinois State University in 
1975. Kirby soon began his first job teaching English and 
History at Wyanet and Putnam County high schools. In 1981, 
he was hired by Wright Line to sell office furniture in central 
Illinois. Less than a year later, he moved with his family to 
Rockledge, Fla., to continue a successful 36-year career in 
office furniture sales. He eventually became a manager for 
Marvel and Southeastern Regional Manager for Indiana 
Furniture, where he finally served as their training manager.

Kirby met his wife, Suzanne Mortonson, in Mendota in 1960. 
She was the love of his life from an early age. As childhood 
playmates, Kirby and Suzanne spent time playing baseball and 
riding their bicycles together. Over the years, Suzanne babysat 
his siblings, taught his younger brother how to swim, and became 
his best friend. Kirby and Suzanne began dating in 1971 and were 
married on Aug. 1, 1975. Their first son, Patrick, was born in 
Princeton in 1979. Three years later, they welcomed their second 
son, Mitchell, into the world. Kirby often traveled for work but 
made time in the summer for memorable family vacations to 
destinations such as the Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde National 
Park, and Washington, DC. He also spent several summer 
holidays with his family in Chicago following the conclusion 
of the annual trade show, NeoCon, every June. Later in life, he 
became a regular patron and employee of Tampa Bay Downs.

Kirby was an avid reader and lifelong baseball fan. He read 
everything he could find about World War II, a subject that 
fascinated him from childhood. As a member of the high school 
debate team, he competed at state and national tournaments 
under the leadership of his coach, Stephen Warren, whose mil-
itary experience in the Pacific Theater inspired Kirby’s lifelong 
interest in the Battle of Iwo Jima. Kirby also delighted in the 
novels of Larry McMurtry and Patrick O’Brian. As a child, he 
idolized Mickey Mantle and always rooted for the Yankees. Ever 
loyal to the Bronx Bombers after moving to Florida, he saw his 
favorite team play the Tampa Bay Rays nearly every season. 
When the Yankees were in town, you might have caught Kirby 
and Suzanne in the stands cheering for different teams. The two 
were faithful fans of the Florida Gators men’s basketball team, 
cheering them on to two national championships.

The family kindly requests that flowers not be purchased. 
Instead, donations can be made in his honor to the Wounded 
Warrior Project or the V Foundation.

Michael A. Bernardin
WEST BROOKLYN – Michael 

Allan Bernardin, 74, passed away on 
Oct. 30, 2024, after fighting a two-
year battle with Multiple Myeloma.

Visitation was on Sunday Nov. 
3, 2024, from 2-6 p.m. at the Mihm-
Jones Funeral Home in Amboy. Fu-
neral services were on Monday Nov. 
4, at St. Patrick Catholic Church in 
Amboy for Mass of Christian Burial 
at 10 a.m. Burial followed at St. Mary 
Cemetery in West Brooklyn.

Michael was born on May 13, 1950, in Rochelle, and lived 
his entire childhood in Amboy. He graduated in the class of 
1968 from Amboy High School. On Sept. 5, 1992, Mike 
married Mary Margaret Furuseth, and they became a blended 
family of five daughters: Amy Bernardin (John) Smith, Lisa 
Bernardin (Ryan) Zorn, Laura Bernardin, Micki Joslin (Mike) 
Blevins, and Marcy Joslin (Dan) Brown.

Mike is survived by his wife; his daughters; and nine grand-
children, Justin (Sarah) Smith, Matthew Smith, AJ Smith, 
Nathan, Jacob and Emma Zorn, Luke and Lexi Brown, and 
Ashton Blevins; and his sister, Jean (Don) Kreiser.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Edwin and Sue 
Bernardin; his sister, Marie Boyer; and his parents-in-law, 
Dean and Margaret Furuseth.

Mike had many interests in his life but two of the things 
he loved most, besides life on the farm, were music and 
cars. He would sit in the music room for hours listening 
to all types of music. He would make custom CDs for 
friends and always had the stereo blaring in his shop when 
he worked on his second great passion, his antique cars. 
He was the proud owner of a 1934 Ford that he rebuilt 
three times and his 1928 Ford that was purchased years 
later. Of course, he tore that apart and rebuilt it too, but 
that was just Mike.

In the summer, he would hit at least one car show a week. 
He could be found Wednesday nights at his favorite spot, 
Smokin Coops, where they became like family to Mike. 
Trophies meant nothing to him. He just loved seeing all his 
friends and talking cars.

Mike worked for 28 years at Northwestern Steel and 
Wire before deciding to run for Highway Commissioner of 
Viola Township. After winning the election in 2005, Mike 
faithfully served the community for over 19 years, sometimes 
working 24 hours straight to clear the snow because “it just 
needed to be done.”

In lieu of flowers, please make your donation to Unity 
Hospice or The Hub City Senior Center.

Arrangements by the Mihm-Jones Funeral Home in 
Amboy. Condolences can be left at www.thejonesfh.com.
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Clifford L. Schmidt
Janet L. Schmidt

MENDOTA – Clifford Leo 
Schmidt, 91, and Janet Lea 
Schmidt, 91, both of Mendota, 
passed away within three days of 
each other. Cliff passed away Fri-
day, Nov. 1 and Janet passed away 
Sunday, Nov. 3, both in Mendota. 

Visitation for both Cliff and 
Janet Schmidt will be held from 
4-8 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 
2024, at the Horner-Merritt Funer-
al Home in Mendota. There will 
be a Knights of Columbus service at 8 p.m. following the 
visitation at the funeral home. Funeral mass for both Cliff 
and Janet will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 7 at the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 3888 First Road, Mendota.  
Following the funeral mass, they will be laid to rest, side by 
side, at the Restland Cemetery in Mendota.

Cliff married Janet Brunner on Oct. 4, 1952, at the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Peterstown (Mendota). 
After all the years of marriage, building a life full of family 
and hard work on the farm they will be laid to rest on the 
same day in the very same church they were married in just 
over 72 years ago. Cliff was born on the farm in Peterstown 
on Oct. 17, 1933, the son of Leo and Louisa (Schneider) 
Schmidt and Janet was born in Mendota on Dec. 7, 1932, the 
daughter of Karl and Estella (Liddick) Brunner.

Cliff and Janet’s life was abundant with love from their 
large family they created. They together are survived by three 
daughters, Debra (Rick) McKuin of Rector, Ark., Connie 
(Pete) Krzmarzick of Plover, Wis., and Donna (Dave) Carr of 
Havana; seven grandchildren, Amanda (Eric) Patrick, Donald 
(Kelly) Krzmarzick, Edward (Alexandria) Krzmarzick, Susan 
(Alexander) Johansson, Duane (Amanda) Carr, Daren (Julie) 
Carr, and Dennis (Denise) Carr; 18 great grandchildren, 
Mabrey and Connor Patrick, Alivia, Alyssa, Finley, and Gavin 
Krzmarzick, Xavier, Violet, and Remi Johansson, Cassidy, 
KayLynn, Andy, Katie, Lucas, Madisyn, Braden, Brooklyn, 
and Camden Carr.

Cliff is preceded in death by four brothers, Donald, Paul, 
Harold and Frank Schmidt; four sisters, Mary Henkel, Rita 
Laugal, Josephine Romanelli and Flora Marie Bohm. Janet 
is preceded in death by three brothers, Robert, Harry, and 
Gene Brunner. Cliff and Janet are also both preceded in death 
by two grandsons, Joseph McKuin and Robert Krzmarzick.

Pallbearers will be Duane Carr, Daren Carr, Dennis Carr, 
Donald Krzmarzick, Edward Krzmarzick, and Connor Patrick.

Memorials can be made in their honor to Mendota Area 
Senior Services (M.A.S.S) or Holy Cross School.  Visit www.
horner-merritt.com.

Please 
see

more
obituaries

on
Page A10.

MENDOTA – OSF HealthCare will 
host two community blood drives in No-
vember with ImpactLife. OSF Saint Paul 
Medical Center will host a blood drive 
on Friday, Nov. 15, from noon to 5 p.m. 
in conference room C. On Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, the ImpactLife Donor Bus will 
be located in the OSF Medical Group 
parking lot at 1650 Midtown Road, Peru, 
from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

ImpactLife is the only provider of 
blood and blood components to OSF 
HealthCare Saint Elizabeth Medical 
Center, OSF HealthCare Saint Paul 

Medical Center, OSF HealthCare Saint 
Clare Medical Center, OSF Center for 
Health in Streator and OSF Saint Eliza-
beth - Peru. To schedule an appointment 
for donation, call (800) 747-5401 or 
schedule online at www.bloodcenter.org 
or via the Blood Center’s mobile app.

Blood donations are often used to 
help treat patients with cancer, victims 
of trauma and patients undergoing major 
surgeries. All persons ages 17 and up (or 
16, with a signed parental permission 
form) who weigh at least 110 lbs. and are 
in general good health meet the basic eli-

gibility requirements for blood donation. 
For more information, call ImpactLife at 
(800) 747-5401, visit www.bloodcenter.
org., or download the IMPACT mobile 
app at www.bloodcenter.org/app.

ImpactLife is a not-for-profit com-
munity organization providing blood 
services to 120 hospitals in Illinois, 
Iowa, Missouri, and Wisconsin, in-
cluding 12 of 15 OSF HealthCare 
facilities. For more information, see 
www.bloodcenter.org and find them @
impactlifeblood on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, and Snapchat.

OSF HealthCare hosting blood drives in Mendota, Peru

Brought to you each week by:

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Train StationWinner: Patricia Truckenbrod

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

PO Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342 
815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com



The Mendota Reporter • A5Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024

LOCAL AND AREA

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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recommended the council 
approve a facade grant for 
work at 701 Jefferson St. The 
council agreed to awarding 
the grant in the amount of 
$7,000.

Holland gave preliminary 
figures for the 2024 payable 
2025 tax levy. He said the 
estimated levy for 2025 is 
$2,275,450, which is an in-
crease of more than $108,000 
from last year. However, 
Holland said because of an 
increase in the equalized 
assessed valuation as it per-
tains to the city of Mendota, 
the property tax rate for 
homeowners would actually 
decrease. He estimated that 
a home valued at $100,000 
would see about a $33 de-
crease in taxes and a home 
valued at $150,000 would see 
about a $49 decrease in taxes.

The council will formally 
act on the tax levy at its Dec. 
16 meeting.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Nov. 18 at 
5:30 p.m.

at the Mendota Elks Lodge.
“I didn’t think I would 

get the award. I try my best 
at work to keep a positive 
attitude and share it with 
others,” Espinoza said. 
“I’m a reserved person and 
don’t like to be the center 
of attention. I don’t really 
put a spotlight on what I’m 
doing. Being at the Mendota 
YMCA, all of my work is 
open to the public. I take a 
lot of photos and help train 
YMCA members.  

“I enjoy my work. I like 
that I’m able to do a lot of 
things that I enjoy whether 
it’s fixing things, taking pho-
tos, or helping people. I get 
to do a little bit of everything 
where I’m at right now.

“I like working with all 
types of people. I try my best 
to help anyone who needs 
my help.”

Before taking the job at 
YMCA in 2022, Espinoza 
competed in video game 
tournaments, mostly Bat-
tlefield and Fortnite.

He said he never had a 
virtual ranking, but he was 
heavily involved and invest-
ed in gaming in tournaments 
with monetary reward.

Many in the community 
are happy he has evolved 
into a needed and respected 
member of the Mendo-
ta community, including 
Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce President/CEO 
Sam Setchell.

“Whether it’s for the 
Mendota YMCA or not, 
he’s always helping us with 
chamber events,” Setchell 
said. “He’s definitely the 
type of employee you’d 
want working at your busi-
ness. He’s always trying to 
stay busy. If you ask him to 
do something, he’s going 
to do it. 

“He does it with a smile 
and you can tell he’s pas-
sionate about what he does, 
especially with working so 
many programs with the 
youth in our community.”

Espinoza thanked the 
people who nominated 
him for the Tom Merwin 
Gold Star Award and for 
realizing he’s trying to do 
something positive in the 
community.

Council
Continued from Page A1

Gold Star
Continued from Page A1

MENDOTA – The 
Mendota Veterans Day 
program will be held 
Monday, Nov. 11, at Vet-
erans Park, downtown 
Mendota. The program 
starts promptly at 11 a.m. 

The Mendota VFW 
Post 4079 Veterans 
Memorial Squad, its 
Auxiliary and Mendota 
American Legion Post 
540 will participate in 
the program.

Everyone is welcome 
to this service, the pur-
pose of which is to 
honor and remember 
all Veterans, both alive 
and deceased for their 
commitment and contri-
bution to our present way 
of life, and the benefits 
of liberty and freedom 
on both domestic and 
foreign soil.

The program sched-
ule is as follows:

• Introductions: Bill 
Hunt, Past Commander, 
U.S. Navy Veteran

• Presentation of Col-
ors: Mendota VFW Post 
4079 Veterans Memorial 
Squad and Mendota 
American Legion Post 
540 

• National Anthem: 
Mendota High School 
Band, Director Paula 
Baker

• Pledge of Alle-
giance: Audience 

• Invocation: Jason 
Donahue, VFW Post 
4079 Commander

• Veterans Day Ad-
dress: Ella Lewis, Men-
dota High School

• Firing of Volley: 
Mendota VFW Post 
4079 Veterans Memorial 
Squad

• Taps: Mendota VFW 
Post 4079 Veterans Me-
morial Squad 

• Benediction: Jason 
Donahue, VFW Post 
4079 Commander

Veterans Day
program set
for Nov. 11
in Mendota

MENDOTA – The festive season is 
fast approaching, bringing with it op-
portunities for communities to come to-
gether and spread cheer. To support local 
holiday light displays across northern 
Illinois, ComEd and the Metropolitan 
Mayors Caucus announced grants of up 
to $2,500 each for 24 northern Illinois 
communities through the annual ComEd 
Powering the Holidays Program.

The city of Mendota is among the 
recipients for its “A Mendota Christ-
mas” event on Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
Mendota Christmas event will include 
free horse-drawn carriage rides, hot 
chocolate, Santa rides on a fire truck, 
a book giveaway and free crafts for 
children. Funds will be used to pur-
chase high-quality, energy-efficient 
LED lights for the large Christmas Tree 
in Veteran’s Park and lights for a tree 
decorating contest.

“Holiday light displays have a unique 
way of bringing people together and 
creating shared moments of wonder 

and joy,” said  Melissa Washington, 
Senior Vice President of Customer 
Operations and Strategic Initiatives 
at ComEd.  “Through our partnership 
with the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, 
we’re proud to help create experiences 
that are not only visually remarkable 
but that also create deep, meaningful 
connections between our neighbors.”

Since 2021, the Powering the Holi-
days grant program has celebrated the 
unique character of local communities 
by supporting holiday events that 
promote cultural exchange and foster 
inclusivity. With the latest 2024 grant 
recipients, ComEd has now provided 
a total of $172,000 in funding to 70 
communities and organizations for 
holiday light displays since the pro-
gram’s launch.

“We’re excited to continue our 
partnership with ComEd through the 
Powering the Holidays Program,” 
said Neil James, Executive Director of 
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. “It’s 

always inspiring to see the creativity and 
diversity of the light displays that these 
grants help bring to life year after year. 
These events do more than brighten our 
communities; they create opportunities 
for people to come together and share 
an appreciation for the rich cultural 
traditions that make our communities 
unique.”

Communities will use these grants 
to power holiday light events taking 
place between Nov. 1, 2024, and Feb. 
13, 2025. Municipalities, townships, 
counties, and other local government 
entities within ComEd’s service terri-
tory were eligible to apply for funding.

Powering the Holidays is part of 
ComEd’s ongoing commitment to 
supporting  holiday light events  across 
Chicagoland including popular holi-
day attractions at Lincoln Park Zoo, 
Brookfield Zoo, The Morton Arboretum 
and Chicago Botanic Garden. To learn 
more about Powering the Holidays, visit 
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus website.

City of Mendota is awarded a grant 
through Powering the Holidays program
q Funds are to be used for the purchase of LED Christmas lights

By RHIANNON BRANCH
FarmWeek

AMBOY – As corn and 
soybeans disappear from 
Illinois fields, so are worries 
about storage space for crops.

“There was a lot of old-
crop corn out there and that 
continued to move right up 
until harvest,” John Boeker, 
southern region manager for 
Total Grain Marketing, told 
FarmWeek.

Farther north in Eureka, 
Grainland Farmers Cooper-
ative CEO Terry Bline said 
elevator workers were also 
able to get old-crop inven-
tories down before combines 
started up.

“Farmers reluctantly sold 
some of the crop even though 
they weren’t excited about 
the prices,” he told Farm-
Week. “And we offered more 
price-later programs on some 
soybeans just to get those 
moved.”

While many elevators had 
adequate space as harvest 
kicked off, harvest brought 
unique aspects that caused 
a few logistical challenges.

Bline said fieldwork in 
his areas has been constant 
with no rain delays, and that 
scenario applies to most of 
the state.

“The harvest has been 
unusual in the sense that we 
basically did all the soybean 
harvest before we did any 
corn,” he said. “There was 
a three- or four-day period 
where the corn receipts were 
pretty intense.”

He said typically the Eu-
reka location has a balance 
of corn and soybeans coming 
in at the same time.

“Soybean yields were so 
good, we ended up putting 
some soybeans in the corn 
space that we didn’t plan 
on because it was the most 
pressing need at the time,” 
Bline said. “So, we’ve been 
assessing our corn space 
needs and we’re just taking 
it day by day.”

Bline said overall the co-
operative is good on space, 
but some locations are tighter 
than others and while putting 
corn on the ground is an op-
tion, he is hopeful they will be 
able to avoid that this season.

Bryan Rader, merchan-
dising manager for FS Grain, 
said they, too, were antici-
pating a big crop and their 
U.S. Route 30 location near 
Amboy began piling corn in 
a bunker last week.

“That was built to use in 
a bigger yielding year or a 

Crews move grain onto a temporary pile at the FS grain ele-
vator near Amboy. (Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek)

Grain storage concerns dwindle as harvest winds down

fast-paced environment,” he 
said. “That’s just a temporary 
space pile that won’t stay on 
the ground very long.”

He said FS Grain has 
not had to find emergency 
storage for grain yet this 
year. And with an estimated 
30% of harvest left to get 
through in the area, he said 
they should be able to avoid 
that at their 18 locations in 
northern Illinois.

Boeker, who oversees ele-
vators in Louisville, Watson, 
Sandoval, Greenville, Hook-
dale and Mulberry Grove, 
said workers in those loca-
tions saw most of the soy-
beans come in first. “Which 

was kind of a blessing,” he 
said. “It’s almost easier to 
handle one commodity at 
a time.”

He said soybean yields 
came in a bit lower than 
expected earlier in the sea-
son, which alleviated some 
of their space concerns, and 
the late start to planting in 
his region should also ease 
the pressure.

“A lot of corn was planted 
after the 20th of May to the 
10th of June here, so some 
people dropped acres and 
didn’t plant as much corn,” 
he said.

Boeker said the weather 
allowed both crops to dry nat-

urally, which makes elevator 
logistics a bit easier, too.

“My expectation two 
months ago was that we were 
going to see a lot of wet corn, 
but because of the unusually 
dry fall we have had to dry 
very little of either crop,” 
he said.

Boeker said there is carry 
in the market right now so 
elevators and farmers alike 
are thinking outside of the 
box and finding places to 
store grain.

“When a farmer can get 
rewarded 20 or 30 cents for 
holding corn off the market 
for one or two months, 
they’re going to figure out 
a way to do that,” Boeker 
said. “They’re finding other 
locations or making other 
arrangements just to pick 
up that carry in the market.”

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)



Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024A6 • The Mendota Reporter

OPINION

Award-winning
Newspaper
IPA/NINA

Ill. Press Assoc./No. Ill. Newspaper Assoc.

Opinions expressed on this page are those of 
the writer or artist. They do not necessarily re-
flect the opinions of the Reporter management 
or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or hand-
printed. They should also be brief. All letters 
must contain a name, address and telephone 
number. The editor reserves the right to publish, 
condense, revise or reject any submissions.

Kip Cheek, Managing Editor
Brandon LaChance, News Reporter
Jennifer Robinson, Office Manager
Brent Hatch, Account Executive

There are pros and cons to every profession. 
One side of the list is usually longer, but for this journal-

ist, for almost 20 years, the pros have a longer listing. And 
one of the top pros is because I get to meet and talk to some 
amazing, interesting, hilarious, sincere, intelligent, wonder-

ful people. The adjectives 
describing people I talk 
to really covers everyone 
word you could find. We’re 
all different right?

Recently I had the amaz-
ing opportunity to talk to 
Ben Lesser.

I have never turned off 
the recorder, ended the 

Zoom call, and ordered a subject’s book (Living A Life That 
Matters at https://www.zachorfoundation.org/product/liv-
ing-life-matters-paperback/) in succession before in my career. 

Until I spoke with Lesser.
“A bunch of miracles happened for me to be able to survive. 

I can’t believe it myself. If you read my book, I write about 
at least a dozen miracles that happened. There were plenty 
of life-threatening situations, and I survived them,” Lesser 
said. “I don’t know how. I went into Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp when I was 15 ½ years old. I told them I was 18, I was 
healthy, and I could work. They asked me if I could run 5 
kilometers (3.1 miles) and I said yes. They sent me to the left. 

“I had no idea I was giving them the right answers that kept 
me from being sent to the right. The doctor asked me would I 
rather go by truck or would I run. If I would have said by truck, 
they would have sent me to the gas chambers, to the right.

“Had they known my age, I would have been sent to the 
gas chambers. My little brother and my little sister went 
straight to the gas chambers.” 

Lesser, who turned 96 on Oct. 18, was 10 years old when 
the Nazi holocaust began. After avoiding captivity for 5 ½ 
years, he was finally caught and sent to the camp we all 
shudder when we hear spoken, Auschwitz.

“When we arrived at Auschwitz, I had my little brother 
and sister next to me. I was holding their hands,” said Lesser, 
who along with one sister (there were five siblings) are the 
only members of their family to survive the holocaust. “The 
camp announced, women and children to the left, and men 
to the right. I decided to go with my uncle, with the men. If 
this was a labor camp, thought if I went with the men and 
worked, I would get better food. If I would have went with 
my sister and brother, I would have been killed.

“I went through hell, hiding and running from one ghetto 
to another until they finally caught me and took me to camp. 
I ran away from Poland into Hungary, which was still a free 
country in 1941. A year later, the Nazis came in and sent us 
to Auschwitz. I went through two Holocausts, the Polish 
Holocaust and the Hungarian Holocaust. Very few survivors 
went through what I went through.”

Through his years telling his story, he still hasn’t met 
anyone who went through two holocausts.

When World War II ended in May 1945, Lesser was 16 
½-years old and weighed 40 pounds.

“On the second day after liberation, I passed out and went 
into a coma for 2 ½ months. I woke up in a monastery in 
Bulgaria,” Lesser said. “I opened my eyes and I saw a bunch 
on nuns. They started to scream to the other nuns to come 
in when they saw me open my eyes. It was a celebration.

“No one believed I was alive. I didn’t believe it myself.”
Lesser stayed in Germany for two years before leaving 

for the United States of America in 1947. He lived in Los 
Angeles where he delivered packages for UPS for 25 years 
before going into business for himself as an LA realtor. He 
owned two offices and employed 78 agents.

Once Jimmy Carter became president and home mortgage 
interest rates going up to 22 percent caused residents to not 
purchase homes and forced realtors out of business, Lesser 
moved to Las Vegas and has been there for 30 years.

He married Jean in 1950 and they had a “wonderful, 
qualm-free” marriage for 72 years when she passed away in 
2022. They have two daughters, four grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren.

“For many years, I didn’t tell my story to my family, my 
kids. I didn’t want them to grow up feeling that they were 
different than the American kids,” Lesser said. “I wanted them 
to go to public schools and mingle with other nationalities. 

“When my grandson’s fifth grade teacher found out I was 
a holocaust survivor, they asked if I would tell my story to 
the class. That’s when I decided it was time to talk. I had 
grandchildren already. When I went into the fifth-grade class, 
my hands were shaking. I couldn’t open the door. I thought, 
‘What am I going to tell fifth graders? Are they going to have 
nightmares?’ I didn’t know what to do.

“They gave me from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. to speak. I spoke 
until noon. The school bell rang and none of the students 
budged. They were glued to their chairs. Finally, the teacher 
chased them out. Instead of going to lunch, they surrounded 
me in the hallway to ask questions.”

Through the fifth-grade students he realized the world has 
to know his story and he couldn’t be quiet anymore.

Lesser first wrote a memoir. He didn’t like the fact he didn’t 
tell his entire story in the way he wanted, so he followed with 
Living A Life That Matters, published in 2012.

Every time he tells his story, he says he remembers some-
thing he may not have said last time. But there are a few parts 
he makes sure he tells every time.

“I never wanted to die. I always had the feeling, ‘I will 
survive this.’ I did everything the way they wanted me to do 
it. I thought, ‘If I do everything right, I’ll survive.’ That’s 
what I did through the death train and the death marches,” 
Lesser said. “One thing I’ve learned is you have to be the 
best you can be in your profession. You can’t take short cuts. 
Be the best at whatever you do. And I thanked God. That’s 
how I’ve lived my life.” 

Living A Life That Matters

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column, 
reprinted from Nov. 6, 1996.)
By Jessica Nashold

In the 1936 presidential race, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt, Democrat, had 
completed one term and was a candidate 
for re-election. His Republican oppo-
nent was Alfred M. Landon of Kansas. 
Norman Thomas, Socialist, was also 
on the ballot. Although Roosevelt won 
by a landslide, he was not Mendota’s 
choice. In Mendota, the count was 
Landon 1541, Roosevelt 1092. But 
nationwide, Roosevelt had 523 electoral 
votes while Landon had only eight. The 
Reporter conceded that the people of 
the United States had spoken “in no 
unmistakable terms.

They have said they approve 
what the administration has 
stood for.

***
In Mendota, things were looking 

up for Delbert Dewhart, driver of the 
Mendota fire truck. His salary had been 
cut when the banks closed and he was 
receiving an annual stipend of $855. 
In November 1936, this was increased 
to $960 per year, which worked out to 
$80 per month.

 Along with that he has house 
rent, heat, light, gas for cooking 
and water, as he resides in the 
city building.

***
About 8:30 in the evening on Nov. 7, 

1936, a Burlington freight train struck a 
truck loaded with merchandise, which 
had stalled on the tracks at the Sixth 
Street crossing. The man on duty in 
the switch tower had tried to flag the 
freight down without success. The driver 
jumped clear.

Although the truck did not overturn, 
it was carried 75 feet along the tracks. 
Wrecking equipment from Joe King’s 
garage and from Texaco could not 
dislodge it. A switch engine had to pull 
it away. The wreckers then hauled the 
truck to King’s garage.

Merchandise of all kinds was 
strewn along the track - hard-
ware, candy, face cream, copper 
coils, whiskey.
Bystanders not able to continue 

across the tracks picked up some of 
the spilled goods. Carl Heagy was then 
called to move “what was left” to the 

King garage in his truck. The contents 
had been valued at $20,000 and was 
covered by insurance as was the truck.

***
On a Thursday evening in late Oc-

tober 1936, members of the LaSalle 
County Medical Society met for food 
and fellowship at the new St. John’s 
Lutheran parish hall. On the same 
evening, members of the Presbyterian 
Men’s Club gathered in the church social 
area for oyster stew.

A late-comer to the oyster supper 
removed his coat and hat and was 
soon served. The Men’s Club members 
could not identify their guest and he 
was increasingly mystified by topics of 
conversation at the table - largely crops 
and business.

Then it was discovered the guest was 
an Ottawa physician on his way to the 
medical meeting at St. John’s. He had 
stopped at the wrong church. He thanked 
his hosts warmly and continued a block 
north to join his fellow physicians.

***
During the 1936 season, the MHS 

lightweight football team scored an 
important 12-0 win over the Rochelle 
Lights. It came after 24 straight losses 
by the MHS lightweights. The touch-
down that gave Mendota its first six 
points was the first to be scored by MHS 
lightweights since Don Faber had scored 
at Sterling in 1933.

Credit went to Allen McClenthen, a 
senior from Compton.

It was remarkable because he 
had never seen a football game 
before coming to MHS this fall.

***
Howard Hickok, nephew of the 

celebrated Wild Bill Hickok, received a 
telegram from Cecil B. Demise. Hickok 
had attempted to persuade DeMille to 
correct certain errors of fact in “The 
Plainsman” before it was broadcast on 
the Lux Radio Theatre. 

But the radio program had gone 
so far that it was impossible to 
change it.

Hickok appreciated receiving the 
telegram even though his request did 
not achieve the desired result.

***
An ordinance passed combining the 

city water and sewer departments. This 
would make it possible for the city to 
use water department revenues to pay 
for a new sewer disposal plant. The 
estimated cost was $56,000.

Mendota is fortunate to have 
a water department earning 
enough to assist with other im-
provements.

***
At a 1936 Junior Woman’s Club 

dance at the Elks, entertainment in-
cluded a medley of songs on piano by 
Marguerite Meisel and Catherine Zapf, 
vocal solos by Harold Wendt and Joan 
Ellingen, and tap dancing by Hope 
Hotchkiss, Barbara Jean Heininger and 
Mary Ellen Holliston. 

***
To prevent Halloween pranks, Mayor 

Jacob Spanier assigned plain clothes 
police to patrol on foot and others to 
drive around in cars.

Mayor Spanier personally went 
out and patrolled until after one 
o’clock.
There were no major Halloween 

pranks in 1936.
***

The former St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church was sold at auction on Nov. 
14, 1936. It was stipulated that the 
building must be removed or dis-
mantled.

The large quantity of good lum-
ber will make it worthwhile for 
the purchaser.

***
The Reporter sponsored a contest 

for rural schools. The prize was a mer-
ry-go-round for the playground of the 
winning school.

Thirty-four rural schools, names of 
teachers and standings in the contest 
were published on Nov. 12, 1936. 
The contest involved collecting from 
relatives and friends votes they had 
earned by purchases from 22 Mendota 
merchants.

It will be a fine activity for the 
boys and girls and they will have 
a lot of shyness set aside when 
this contest is finished.
The contest closed Dec. 19, 1936.

Roosevelt landslide without Mendota - 1936
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

Dear Editor:
Regarding the letter to the 

editor published in the Oct. 
23 Mendota Reporter written 
by Justin Bend of Mendota 
regarding discussions of 
non-citizens voting in our 
elections have arisen, and 
Justin’s description of our 
registering to vote process 
in Illinois, I would like to 
add that when a person 
comes to the polling place 
on election day to cast their 
vote in-person in LaSalle 
County, Illinois, they must 
also sign an affidavit that they 
are a U.S. citizen, when they 
apply for a ballot.

Most are already regis-
tered voters. Each person’s 
name and address is verified 
on the LaSalle County elec-
tronic voter registration data 
base, which also reports if a 
ballot has been requested and 
if returned to the county, and 
his/her name and address are 
printed out and affixed on the 
ballot application. The voter 
is then asked to review the 
application for accuracy and 
to sign that all information on 
it is accurate.

The printed ballot appli-

Apply to be an election judge
cation includes the statement 
that the voter signing the 
ballot application form is a 
United States citizen, and his/
her signature on the applica-
tion is a legal affidavit that 
the voter’s name, address and 
citizenship is accurate. This 
application is initialed by 
three different judges repre-
senting both political parties 
if possible, depending on the 
number of judges available 
for that precinct. Then the 
voter is issued a ballot to vote 
and deposits it into the vote 
tabulator, which must agree 
with the number of votes 
counted after the poll closes.

Other states may not fol-
low the same procedure re-
garding proof of citizenship 
to register, or to vote early, or 
to obtain an in-person ballot, 
and different equipment and 
procedures may be used in 
other Illinois counties.

I have served as an elec-
tion judge in LaSalle County 
for the past eight years. I join 
Justin Bend in urging people 
to become involved and to 
apply to be an election judge.

Ruth Dunlap,
Mendota
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publication; authors’ names will not be withheld. Include 
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Clifford W. 
Aughenbaugh
U.S. Army, Sergeant
Dates of Service: World War II
Tours of Duty: Italy

Douglas K. 
Aughenbaugh
U.S. Army, Specialist E5
Dates of Service: 1967-1969
Tours of Duty: Tacoma, Wash.

Mark Aughenbaugh
U.S. Marines
Dates of Service: 1992-1996

Theron S. Stanford
U.S. Navy, Aerographer’s Mate
Dates of Service: Active
Training at Norfolk, Va.

Trenton L. Stanford Sr.
Navy Airman
Training at Orlando, Fla.
Dates of Service: 1991-93
Tours of Duty: Desert Storm, South-
ern Watch (Saudi), Restore Hope 
(Somalia)
Worked on flight deck.

Edward Srnensky
U.S. Army, T/5
Dates of Service: World War II, 
1942-1946
Tours of Duty: New Guinea,
So. Philippines, 
Luzon Campaigns
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ENTERTAINMENT

Brought to you each week by

By Dana Jackson
Q: Now that “The Great” 

is no longer running, what 
series or movie will Elle 
Fanning do next? Also, did 
she ever win an Emmy for 
“The Great”? She should 
have! -- K.W.

A: Elle Fanning has been 
nominated for an Emmy and 
three Golden Globes for her 
portrayal of Catherine the 
Great in the Hulu series “The 
Great,” but she never won. 
The series was critically 
acclaimed but canceled after 
three seasons, and she’s since 
moved on to other projects.

Next up for Fanning is 
the Bob Dylan biopic “A 
Complete Unknown,” op-
posite Timothée Chalamet. 
(Perhaps an Oscar is in her 
future?) She’ll also star as 
the titular character in the 
upcoming Apple TV+ series 
“Margo’s Got Money Trou-
bles,” which is based on the 
novel of the same name by 
Rufi Thorpe. The all-star cast 
includes Michelle Pfeiffer 
(“The First Lady”), Nicole 
Kidman (“Bombshell”) and 
Nick Offerman (“The Last 
of Us”).

Pfeiffer’s husband, David 
E. Kelley, is the showrunner. 
Kelley last worked with 
Kidman in the HBO series 

“Big Little Lies.” He’s best 
known for “L.A. Law,” “Ally 
McBeal” and “The Prac-
tice,” which were all huge 
hits on network television. 
He’s most recently created 
shows for streaming services 
-- some hits, some not -- but 
“The Lincoln Lawyer” and 
“Presumed Innocent” were 
strong showings for Netflix 
and Apple, respectively.

***
Q: I’ve been watching 

the Bruce Springsteen docu-
mentary on Hulu, but I could 
have sworn there was also 
a movie coming out with 
an actor playing him. Am 
I remembering correctly? 
-- D.D.

A: You didn’t dream it; 
it’s true. A motion picture 
about Springsteen’s life 
while recording his iconic 
acoustic album “Nebraska” 
in the early 1980s is currently 
in production. None other 
than Emmy-Award-winning 
actor Jeremy Allen White 
(“The Bear”) will portray 
him and says that he would 
even like to try singing for 
the film, as opposed to being 
dubbed over.

Titled “Deliver Me from 
Nowhere,” the movie is based 
on the recent book of the same 
name by author Warren Zanes 

and will be directed by Scott 
Cooper (“Crazy Heart”). The 
film will also star two other 
actors who are no strangers to 
awards ceremonies: Jeremy 
Strong (“Succession”) and 
Paul Walter Hauser (“Black 
Bird”).

***
Q:  Is Johnny Depp going 

to do any more “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” movies, or is 
his career pretty much over 
since his trial with Amber 
Heard? -- L.L.

A: Even though Depp 
won his defamation trial in 
the United States against 
his ex-wife Amber Heard 
(“Aquaman”) and has done 
some independent films, he 
hasn’t quite made a comeback 
as a movie star. It’s doubtful 
that there will be another 
“Pirates” movie with Depp 
in the starring role, but he’s 
still planning to inch his way 
back onto our movie screens.

He’s recently been cast 
in his fourth film opposite 
Penelope Cruz, titled “Day 
Drinker.” The two previous-
ly appeared in the movies 
“Blow,” “Pirates on the Ca-
ribbean: On Stranger Tides,” 
and most recently “Murder 
on the Orient Express.” It’ll 
be his first big studio project 
since his career went south.

Celebrity Extra

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. MOVIES: What was 
the name of the tournament in 
“Harry Potter and the Goblet 
of Fire”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What was 
the name of the train service that 
started in 1883 between Paris and 
Constantinople (Istanbul)?

3. LITERATURE: Who did 
the pigs represent in the allegor-
ical novel “Animal Farm”?

4. ART: Which European city 
houses the Reina Sofia museum?

5. TELEVISION: What is the 
product that Don Draper makes 
an ad for in the final episode of 
“Mad Men”?

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of unicorns 
called?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: 
Which presidential retreat is 
officially named the “Naval Sup-

port Facility Thurmont”?
8. MUSIC: Which composer 

is featured in the film “Immortal 
Beloved”?	

9. HISTORY: The Great Wall 
of China was mostly built by 
which dynasty?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of fruit is also known as the 
Chinese gooseberry?

Answers
1. The Triwizard Tournament.
2. The Orient Express.
3. The ruling class.
4. Madrid, Spain.
5. Coke.
6. A blessing.
7. Camp David, Maryland.
8. Ludwig van Beethoven.
9. Ming Dynasty.
10. Kiwi.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* The term “lawn mul-

let” means having a neatly 
manicured front yard and an 
unmowed mess in the back.

* Weird Al Yankovic 
wrote his parody song “The 
Saga Begins” before “Star 
Wars: Episode I” was re-
leased. Lucasfilm denied 
his request to see the film 
early, so he relied on internet 
spoilers for plot details.

* The human stomach can 
dissolve razor blades. 

* In 1987, Steve Roth-
stein paid $250,000 for a 
lifetime unlimited first class 
American Airlines ticket. He 
even hopped on planes to 
get a sandwich or to go to a 
baseball game in other cities. 
It cost American Airlines 
around $21 million, and they 
ended his contract in 2008. 

* In Italy, it’s considered 
bad luck to lay bread upside 
down -- either on a table or 
in a basket.

* Thanksgiving Eve is the 
biggest drinking and pizza 
night of the year.

* When the Italian writer 
Umberto Eco visited Paris for 
the first time, he only walked 
down streets surviving from the 
Middle Ages. He was studying 
medieval history at the Univer-
sity of Turin at the time and was 
obsessed with the era.

* In an emergency, co-
conut water can be used for 
blood plasma, due to its high 
levels of sodium and low 
levels of potassium.

* There are beaches in 
the Maldives that glow in 
the dark.

* When pencils went into 
mass production in the 1890s, 
the finest available graphite to 
fill them came from China. 
Pencil manufacturers wanted 
everyone to know that they 
used only the best Chinese 
graphite, so they painted their 
pencils yellow, the traditional 
Chinese color of royalty.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“Nobody grows old merely 
by living a number of years. 
We grow old by deserting 
our ideals. Years may wrinkle 
the skin, but to give up en-
thusiasm wrinkles the soul.” 
-- Samuel Ullman

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- What 
could make Al Pacino shoot 
five films back-to-back at 84 
years old? 
In  2011 , 
he learned 
that his ac-
c o u n t a n t 
stole $50 
million of 
his money 
for a Ponzi 
scheme, leaving Pacino with 
$0. The 1993 Best Actor 
Oscar winner (for “Scent 
of a Woman”) realized that 
he’d have to work to cover 
his losses. Pacino offered, 
“The big paydays that I was 
used to just weren’t coming 
around anymore.”

He continued, “’Jack and 
Jill’ was the first film I made 
after I lost my money. To 
be honest, I did it because 
I didn’t have anything else. 
Adam Sandler wanted me, 
and they paid me a lot for 
it. ... I love Adam; he was 
wonderful to work with and 
has become a dear friend.”

Pacino started doing com-
mercial ads, sold one of 
his two houses, and hit the 
college talk circuit (which he 
used to do for free) and paid 
seminars. He details a lot of 
this in his recently released 
memoir “Sonny Boy.”

His upcoming films are 
“Modì, Three Days on the 

Pacino

Wing of Madness,” directed 
by Johnny Depp; “In the 
Hand of Dante” with Oscar 
Isaac, Jason Momoa, Gerard 
Butler, Gal Gadot and John 
Malkovich; “Lear Rex” oppo-
site Jessica Chastain, Ariana 
DeBose, Rachel Brosnahan, 
Chris Messina and Danny 
Huston; the horror film “The 
Ritual,” with Dan Stevens, 
Ashley Greene and Patricia 
Heaton; and “Easy’s Waltz,” 
starring Shania Twain and 
Vince Vaughn.

***
Prolific horror novelist 

Stephen King has Osgood 
Perkins (son of “Psycho” star 
Anthony Perkins) bringing 
his book “The Monkey” 
to big screens on February 
21, 2025. Perkins recently 
directed Nicolas Cage in 
“Longlegs” (a $10-mil-
lion cost with $109-million 
grosses).

“The Monkey” stars Theo 
James (“The White Lotus”) 
playing twin brothers who 
find their father’s old toy 
monkey in the attic and start 
to see a series of gruesome 
deaths happen all around 
them. It co-stars Elijah Wood, 
Colin O’Brien, and “Schitt’s 
Creek’s” Sarah Levy.

In addition, James is 
soon to be seen in the crime 
thriller “Fuze,” with Aaron 
Taylor-Johnson and Sam 
Worthington.

***
The Dolby Theater, home 

of the Oscars award ceremo-
ny, has a new landlord: Jebs 
Hollywood Entertainment. 
The investment group also 
owns the TCL Chinese 
Theater, whose forecourt is 
famed for the footprints of 
legendary Hollywood su-
perstars (a huge Hollywood 
tourist attraction), as well as 
the Yamashiro Restaurant. 
They evicted Dolby for a 
mere $50 million!

***
Hugh Jackman is teaming 

up with Kate Hudson for 
the musical-drama “Song 
Sung Blue” as two down-to-
earth musicians who form a 
Neil Diamond tribute band. 
Michael Imperioli (“The 
Sopranos”), Fisher Stevens 
and Jim Belushi co-star.

Hudson’s recent screen 
appearance was in the com-
edy-horror film “Shell,” with 
Elisabeth Moss. Meanwhile, 
Jackman’s “Deadpool & 
Wolverine” grossed $1.337 
billion. Small wonder that 
he and Ryan Reynolds head 
the list to host the upcoming 
Oscars on March 2, 2025. If 
they accidentally slip into 
off-color language like they 
did in the film, the Oscars 
could slip into a Song-Sung-
Blue-It!

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Alien: Romulus” (R) -- 

This sci-fi horror film marks 
the ninth overall film in the 
“Alien” franchise, pulling 
in about $350.8 million at 
the box office to add to the 
franchise’s overall grosses. 
This film adds Cailee Spaeny 
(“Civil War”), Isabela Mer-
ced (“Madame Web”), and 
Archie Renaux (“Morbius”) 
into the “Alien” mix. Set be-
tween the events of “Alien” 
(1979) and “Aliens” (1986), 
“Romulus” centers around 
six space colonists who 
embark on a quick, 30-min-
ute expedition to gather 
equipment that can help 
them escape to the planet 
Yvaga. Once they arrive at 
the space station, however, 
they realize it’s inhabited by 
deadly xenomorphs. So, pick 
your poison: a face-hugging 
alien or a chest-bursting one? 
(Amazon Prime Video)

“MaXXXine” (R) -- The 
third installment in the 
A24 slasher film series “X” 
directed by Ti West is out 
now, starring scream queen 
Mia Goth (“Emma”). Set 
in 1985 Los Angeles, Goth 
reprises her role as wild card 
Maxine Minx, who finally 
lands a role in a feature 
film after having starred in 

adult films her entire life. 
But while she’s being lured 
into the glitz and glamor of 
the Hollywood Hills, the 
notorious Night Stalker is on 
the loose, murdering people 
left and right. Luckily, with 
the treacherous past Maxine 
has, the Night Stalker is 
the last person on her mind 
when fame is nipping at her 
fingertips. Elizabeth Debicki 
(“The Crown”), Lily Collins 
(“Emily in Paris”), Halsey 
(“Sing 2”), and Kevin Bacon 
(“Beverly Hills Cop: Axel 
F”) co-star. (Max)

“The Apprentice” (R) 
-- It’s a miracle that there 
haven’t been more biopics 
about Donald Trump in de-
velopment, given the amount 
of material the former presi-
dent provides us with daily. 
Described to be his “origin 
story,” this drama starring 
Sebastian Stan (“A Different 
Man”) as Trump follows his 
career in New York as a real 
estate businessman during 
the 1970s and 1980s. Jeremy 
Strong (“Succession”) plays 
Trump’s close confidant, Roy 
Cohn, whose influence and 
transactional relationship 
with Trump is closely stud-
ied during the film. Trump 
himself described the film 

as “a cheap, defamatory, and 
politically disgusting hatchet 
job” and called everyone 
involved “human scum.” 
Hmm, sounds like it could 
be worth a watch! Check it 
out for yourself now. (Apple 
TV+) 

“The Substance” (R) -- 
Demi Moore has made a bit 
of a comeback with the suc-
cess of this disturbing horror 
film, co-starring Margaret 
Qualley (“Kinds of Kind-
ness”) and Dennis Quaid 
(“Reagan”). On the eve of 
her 50th birthday, Elisabeth 
Sparkle (Moore) gets fired 
from her aerobics TV show 
due to her “advanced age.” 
Subsequently, Elisabeth sees 
an ad for The Substance, 
a black-market serum that 
creates a “younger, more 
beautiful” version of the per-
son who injects it. Thinking 
she found the answer to her 
problems, Elisabeth uses the 
younger version of herself, 
named Sue (Qualley), to 
garner fame, celebrity, and 
everything she desires. But 
what happens to dear Elisa-
beth when Sue starts to get 
a mind of her own? Find out 
now. (MUBI)

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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800 Washington Street
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City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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OBITUARIES/LOCAL NEWS

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, November 16, 2024           

9:00 AM – CST Live Auction Begins 
Lunch Available

540 W Lincoln Ave (Rte 30), Hinckley, IL 60520. 
West side of Hinckley.  

Watch for auction signs.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: THE NEHRING FAMILY HAS BEEN 
IN BUSINESS FOR 78 YEARS AT HINCKLEY CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS.  DUE TO RETIREMENT, WE WILL SELL THE 

FOLLOWING AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
ONLINE INTERNET BIDDING BEGINNING AT 11:00 AM ON 

EQUIPMENT
Forklifts – Wheel Loader - Trucks

Hyster H300XL Forklift, 4588 hrs., 27,300 lbs. capacity, 2 stage 
mast, load height 147.50 in., side shift, Perkins diesel, 3sp., pow-
er shift, 8’ forks, 12.00-20 dual solid tires, 
S/N: D019D02070T; Hyster Pioneer 50 Forklift, hrs. unknown, 
5050 lbs. capacity, 1 stage mast, LP, 3sp., 42” forks, 12-16.5 
pneumatic tires, w/tongue hitch, S/N A119D01978V;  Case 
W18 Wheel Loader, CAB, hrs. unknown, diesel, power shift, 
93” bucket, 17.5-25 tires, S/N 9126308; 1995 White-GMC Mod-
el WG64 tandem axle, CAT 3306C Engine, Eaton Fuller 8 sp., 
315/80R22.5 tires, 143,476 miles, 8’x20’ flatbed w/mounted 
USTC PC 16 8 ton Crane, Vin#4V2JCBBE9SR842573, (1 own-
er); 1988 IH S1900, DT 466 engine, 5/2 sp., single axle 11R22.5 
tires, miles unknown, 8’x15’ flatbed, septic tank delivery truck, 
Vin#1HTLDZZP5JH60205 (1 owner).

Concrete Forms
Manhole Forms: Core Forms, Bases, Jackets, Flat Tops, ECC 
Cones, Doghouse Hole formers, top rings, concentric cone cir-
cles, steel & poly hole forms; Septic Tank Forms: 750 gal., 1000 
gal., (2) 1250 gal., 1500 gal., 6’x8’ half tank, 28” & 36” long drop 
in baffles 2 cavities; Cemetery & Air conditioner pads; Parking 
Curbs; Flared Ends; Western Aluminum  forms – flat panels, 
inside corners, cap forms; Cattle Slats; Cattle Feed Bunks 7’, 
7’6” & 7’10” long; Feed Bunk end; Cattle step forms 8’ long; Hog 
Slats; Hog Tubs – 8’, 10’ & 12’ long; HCP Slat transport carts. 
For complete listing, quantity, sizing and dimensions – refer to 
catalog on website

Equipment - Shop Equipment – Misc.
Hawkeye Reinforcing Cage Machine Model QRE, w/cone jigs for 
making 36”,48”, 60”& 72” manhole cages and 48” & 60” concen-
tric & eccentric circle cages; (11) spools of 277” wire & accesso-
ries; Toyo Reinforcing bar cutter, Type C32 w/stand; Millermatic 
200 CV-DC Arc Welding power source/wire welder; Hypertherm 
Powermax 600 Plasma Cutter; Radnor by Harris acetylene torch 
w/cart; Whilton 3535 Band Saw; Duracraft 10 ton Porta-Power; 
Forney model QC-125 compression tester; North Star 4DNX25 
GSI Pressure Washer; electric cement mixer; air driven mixer; 
Roller conveyor;  Rodac 1” Impact w/1” Impact sockets; 3 ton 
floor jack; Industrial Tool 21 pc., 1” socket set; Rockford 2hp 
Grinder; San Blast - sand blaster; Delts 10” table saw; cement 
power troller; Stihl TS 760 AV cement saw; Yale portable hyd. 
cart; Napa 10 gal. parts washer; Champion floor mount drill 
press; square nut socket set; power & hand tools; Thermolite 
200 glass beads; Wedron Silica Sand; marble mite ground gran-
ite flower; plumbing supplies., misc. power tools & hand tools.

HINCKLEY CONCRETE PRODUCTS – 
OWNER

Contact: Steve 815-529-2104
** Loading Available - Everything Must Be Removed by 

Nov. 30, 2024**
Terms: Cash, check, Visa/MC, 4% convenience fee for credit 
card use. No Buyer’s Premium.  Number system will be used. 
Have proper ID. Not responsible for accidents or merchandise 
after sold. Statements made on sale day by auctioneers or 
owners take precedence over all printed matter. All items are 
sold as is where is.

Auctioneers:  
Mike Espe (630)-669-2667

Josh Hickey (815)-739-1030
Joel Prestegaard (815)-761-7426

Matt Hart (815)-757-4722
Elburn, IL 60119 • 630.365.9838

www.espeauctions.com

BUREAU COUNTY ESTATE
FARMLAND & FARMETTE 

AUCTION
The following Farmland & Farmette will be offered at 

Public Auction at the Tumbleson Auction Center located 
at 1635 North Main Street in Princeton, IL with LIVE IN 

PERSON BIDDING & ON-LINE Bidding  on:

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.  

TRACT 1-Bureau County 71.56 Tillable Acres 
Section 15 Manlius TWP 17

TRACT II-Farmette: 4.65 Acres Section 15 Manlius 
TWP 17 w/ Home & Outbuildings 

Please Note: All Tracts will be Sold Individually-Not 
Offered Together or in Any Combinations

TIME: 11:00 A.M.  
Located in Greenville Township

105 Acres (55 Tillable) Section 20 Greenville TWP 18
View Listing, Photos & Farm Packet on 
website: www.tumblesonauction.com

Live On-Line Bidding thru Proxibid
TRACT I-71.56 Acres-All Tillable-Section 15 

Manlius TWP 17
TRACT II-FARMETTE w/ 4.65 Acres

Story Wood Frame 3 Bedroom Home w/ Single Car Attached 
Garage, Newer Roof & Windows. Home has Kitchen, 2-Baths, 
LP Gas Furnace-2018 & Central Air. Additional Two Car Garage, 
36 X 54 Morton Style Building, Old Corn Crib & Out Buildings
105 Acres (55 Tillable Acres) - Section 20 Greenville TWP 18 
-Located 1 ½ Miles South of Junction 40 & Rt. 92 then West 
One Mile 2700 N Ave to 800 E to Farm-This is Recreational, 
Hunting & Building Sites Plus 55 Tillable
Full Legal Description Available Day of Auction
TERMS OF AUCTION
10% Down the Day of the Sale and the Balance due on or 
Before 30 Days when Merchantable Title will be furnished. 
Taxes to be prorated at Closing & Possession at Closing.  
All Announcements made Day of Sale will Take Precedence 
over all Previous Printed Matter. Seller Reserves the Right to 
Reject or Accept any or all Bids. This Sale is Not Contingent 
on Financing. All Financing Needs to be Pre-Approved for 
Closing on or before 30 Days after Day of Sale. For Farm 
Packet Please Contact Tom Tumbleson 815-719-3595
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Rob Young 815-632-8000

JOYCE WINCH TRUST
Attorney: Gary R. Gehlbach, Dixon, IL  

815-288-4949
TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, 

PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or 

Phone 815-872-1852
Auctioneers: Tom Tumbleson, Princeton, IL &  

Rob Young, Rock Falls, IL

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday • 10 am to 4

Closed Tuesday

09
02

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

Patricia A. Donahue
ROCKFORD – Patricia Ann 

Donahue, 80, of Rockford, passed 
away Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, at 
her home surrounded by her family. 

Visitation was from 10-11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at the Horn-
er-Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota. 
The funeral Mass was at 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Mendota with Father Greg 
Nelson officiating. Private interment 
was at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery 
in Mendota.

Pat was born July 14, 1944, in Mendota, the daughter of 
L.M. “Mike” and Alice (Guilfoyle) Donahue.

Pat is survived by her sister, Cathy Donahue of Mendota; 
three sisters-in-law, Sandee, Ellen, and Jan Donahue; and 
five nieces and one nephew. 

In addition to her parents, Pat is preceded in death by three 
brothers, Mick, Jerry, and Joe Donahue.

Pat attended Holy Cross Grade School in Mendota and 
graduated from Mendota Township High School in 1962. Later 
in life, she attended Rock Valley College before transferring 
to Cardinal Stritch University where she graduated in 1995. 
Pat worked 40 years at Rockford Products Corporation. 
She was a manager in transportation and shipping. She 
volunteered for many years with OSF Hospice, crocheting 
blankets for hospice patients. She was an avid reader and 
an avid investor in the stock market. She enjoyed spending 
time with family, especially her nieces and nephew, whom 
she supported whole heartedly.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Pat’s memory may be 
directed to Mercyhealth Hospice in Rockford or the Rockford 
Public Library. Please visit www.horner-merritt.com to sign 
the online guest book.

Ronald E. Lilja
MENDOTA – Ronald Edwin 

Lilja, 82, of Mendota, passed away 
on Oct. 30, 2024, in Wausau, Wis.

A public memorial visitation will 
be held from 4-8 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 8, at the Horner-Merritt Fu-
neral Home, Mendota. A memorial 
service will take place at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 9, at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 398 Church Road, 
Compton. Burial of cremated body 
will follow at the Holy Cross Cem-
etery in Mendota.

He was born on Jan.15, 1942, in Caribou Township, Minn., 
the son of Nels and Olive (Oaks) Lilja. He was a devoted 
husband to his wife, Rita Goubeaux, whom he married on 
June 30, 1962, in Mendota.

His memory will be carried on by his loving wife, Rita 
of Mendota; three children, Becky (Kevin) McPheeters 
of Mendota, David (Susan) Lilja of Paw Paw and Debbie 
(Eugene) Bodmer of Mendota; eight grandchildren:, Ashley 
(Eric) Pawlowski of Mendota, Brandon Smith of Nashville, 
Tenn., Erica Ince of Mendota, Jessica (Patrick) Hagerty of 
Yorkville, Zachary Lilja of Mendota, Emily (Grant) Bowne 
of Mendota, Grant Bodmer of LaSalle and Alysa (Jacob) 
Guerrero of Mendota; nine great-grandchildren, Camden, 
Brooks and Everly Pawlowski, Lettie Ince, Jack and James 
Hagerty, Charlie Bowne, Joseph and Theodore Guerrero.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Nels and Olive 
Lilja; his daughter, Christy Lilja on Aug. 3, 2019; five siblings, 
Marge Desch, Esther Underberg, Theodore Lilja, Larrie Lilja 
and Lettie Larter. 

Ron was a hardworking man, dedicated to his craft as a 
contractor in tiling and excavating. He ran his own business, 
Lilja Tiling & Excavating, since 1972. He was a lifelong 
member of the Moose Lodge #714 in Mendota, member and 
past officer of the Elks Lodge #1212 in Mendota and also 
past Wyoming Township board member.

Pallbearers will be John Robeson, Mike Thompson, 
Galen Brownderville, Tod Schlesinger, Bradley Iversen, RJ 
Anderson, Skip Raisor, Lauren Warkins, Joe Evans, Scott 
Klinger, Bill Simmons and Jim Craig.

Memorials in Ron’s memory can be made to the CSL 
Foundation. Visit www.horner-merritt.com for online guest-
book and video tribute.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death, 
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be 
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral 
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit 
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.

By BRANDON
LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – The 
agenda and conversation 
during Village of Sublette 
meetings have featured 
reoccurring projects over 
the last year.

Before the Monday, 
Oct. 14 meeting, a com-
mittee meeting took place 
with an engineer from 
Willett Hofmann & As-
sociates. 

“There was a commit-
tee meeting with the engi-
neer about more projects 
in Sublette that need to be 
done,” Sublette President 
John Stenzel said. “We’ve 
had a preliminary budget 
for engineering and de-
sign, and we added to it 
because we expanded the 
scope. We’re at the point 
where we need to expand 
again because more stuff 
has been added.

“He showed us some 
maps with designs he has 
worked on. We went over 
the maps for the drainage, 
water, and street projects 
on Richmond, Virginia, 
and Reeve Street, and we 
went over motor fuel tax 
project for 2025 and the 
sidewalk replacement 
plan. The consensus was 
to put another $20,000 into 
the design budget.”  

Sublette is also in the 
process of setting up a 
meeting with the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion about the tile running 
under US Highway 52.

The paperwork for a 

$30,000 IEPA Grant for 
water service line inven-
tory has been accepted 
and received. The board 
hopes to hear by the end of 
November of whether or 
not the grant will complete 
in the same fashion as the 
paperwork.

Sublette received three 
bids for the three-year 
maintenance contract the 
board has advertised since 
the existing deal with 
Rick’s Lawn & Proper-
ty Maintenance expires 
Tuesday, Nov. 12. Rick’s 
did not want to renew the 
contract. 

A motion was made 
to go with Turf Tamers, 
LLC in West Brooklyn 
for $38,450 per year for 
three years. The motion 
was seconded, but voted 
against, 4-2.

After discussion and 
Stenzel stating the board 
could either rebid or some-
one could make a motion 
for a different sealed bit, an 
alderman made a motion 
to accept Nick’s Lawn 
Care’s bid of $55,000 per 
year. It was seconded and 
the vote was 3-4 with two 
nays and one abstaining, 
which means Nick’s Lawn 
Care will get the Sublette 
maintenance contract.

Christmas in the Vil-
lage will take place Sun-
day, Dec. 1 (time TBD).

The filing period for 
the April 2025 election 
is Nov. 12-18 for five 
positions on the Sublette 
board: president, clerk, 
and three trustees.

Sublette projects 
take step further
with engineer

OGLESBY – IVCC’s 
Welding Department is 
hosting three welding reg-
istration sessions for spring 
classes on Nov. 12, Dec. 11, 
and Jan. 7. All sessions start 
at 4:40 p.m. on the Main 
Campus.

• The first session will be 
held on Nov. 12 in CTC-123 
to register for Spring courses 
that start Jan. 9, 2025.

• The second session will 
be Dec. 11, in Building H, 
Room 101, to register for 
Spring courses that start Jan. 
9, 2025, or March 17, 2025.

• The last session will be 
Jan. 7, 2025, in CTC-123 to 
register for Spring courses 
that start Jan. 9 or March 17.

All new welding students 
must register through a 
registration session. Sign up 
for a session by contacting 
the East Campus Admin-
istrative Assistant, Patricia 
Glade, at (815) 224-0265 
or emailing welding@ivcc.
edu. Anyone unable to make 
these dates should contact 
Patricia.

The two information 
sessions in CTC-123 are 

Welding registration sessions 
set for IVCC spring classes

located just down the hall 
from the Admissions De-
partment, so prospective 
students can register and 
enroll all at once. 

No previous welding 
experience is necessary, 
and instructors work to find 
the best fit for students at 
whatever stage they enter the 
program. Students receive 
individualized instruction 
in small classes and use 
state-of-the-art welding 
equipment and a large lab 
and fabrication area.

Flexible class schedules 
make it convenient for stu-
dents with all types of com-
mitments to attend. Welding 
graduates are welcomed 
into the local workforce, 
where industries range from 
vehicle manufacturing and 
fabricated metal product 
manufacturing to machine 
shops, agriculture, construc-
tion, and mining.

For more information on 
the program, contact There-
sa Molln at 815-224-0630 or 
by email Theresa_Molln@
ivcc.edu or visit www.ivcc.
edu/welding.

See the latest obituaries
at mendotareporter.com
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Holiday Holiday 
TreasuresTreasures

Saturday, November 16thSaturday, November 16th
9am to 3pm9am to 3pm

Earlville High School Gym Earlville High School Gym 
(West Side) (West Side) 

415 W. Union St., Earlville, IL415 W. Union St., Earlville, IL

Holiday Crafters & Holiday Crafters & 
VendorsVendors

Raffles &  Raffles &  
Refreshments Throughout Refreshments Throughout 

the Daythe Day
Contact Andrea Whittaker

815-488-0057

10
28

20
24

Looking for a truly Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Twenty Five and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2024
$25.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2024

Beauty • Security • Privacy

Poly Vinyl Fencing & Products 
That Are Practical & Beautiful!

Other Types of Fencing Available
Red Cedar • Chain Link • Aluminum

Family Run Business With Over 30 Years Experience

FENCES
• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL

2923 N. IL 178th Rd.
Utica, IL

815-667-3667
www.ivfenceandpool.com

Free Estimates

MGG2023

www.mazelumber.com

G
G

20
23

Cra�  & Vendor ShowCra�  & Vendor Show
*Sip -n- Shop*

Saturday, November 9thSaturday, November 9th
10am - 3pm10am - 3pm

Mendota Civic Center
1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota

Free admission • Free parking

10
14
20
24

Great Holiday Gifts!Great Holiday Gifts!
• Meat & Cheese Trays• Meat & Cheese Trays

• Meat Bundles• Meat Bundles
• Cookie Trays• Cookie Trays

1102 Meriden St., Mendota1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

23

LaSALLE – The Fort 
du Rocher Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met Oct. 12 at 
the LaSalle County Veter-
an’s Home. Regent Donna 
Jungnickel presided.

Amanda Simpson re-
ported the paperwork for 
the DAR Good Citizenship 
Awards had been distributed 
to the schools. Information 
on Wreaths Across America 
will soon be going out. In-
formation about the wreaths 
can be viewed at Wreathsac-
rossAmerica.org.

Native American minute 
was about Michaela Goade, 
a member of the Haeda & 
Tingot tribes of Alaska. She 
was the first Native American 
to win the Caldecott Medal 
of Honor for her illustrations 
in We Are the Water.

Carolyn Schultz, Ann Goy, Vonnie Schaefer, Jan Koch, Alice Giberson and Sharon 
Presse of the Fort du Rocher Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
assemble veterans’ goodie bags. (Photo contributed)

Members learned the de-
ciding approval for the wom-
en’s right to vote amendment 
was passed in Tennessee. The 
deciding vote was given by 
Harry T. Burn whose mother 
encouraged him to vote yes. 
The American Spirit report 
was also on women’s suffrage. 
Members were reminded to 
take advantage of this privi-
lege and vote in November.

The Patriot minutes told 
of Pvt. Andrew Ferguson, 
a free black who fought at 
Brandywine, King’s Moun-
tain and Cowpens. His father 
had been captured by the 
British who tried to impress 
him into service for the king. 
He was beaten and after es-
caping joined the Continental 
Army. Franklin was severely 
wounded at the Battle of 
Guilford Court House. Later, 

he fought at the Siege of the 
Ninety-Six and at the Battle 
of Eutaus Springs. He served 
for five years and six months.

After the meeting, mem-
bers put together goodie bags 
for residents of the Veterans 
Home as part of their annual 
service project.

The next meeting will be 
Nov. 9 at 10 a.m. at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Mendota. 
The program will include a 
memorial service. The Fort 
du Rocher web page may be 
viewed at  http://www.fort-
durocherchapternsdar.com. 
Any woman over 18 years 
of age whose lineage traces 
back to a Revolutionary War 
patriot, who wishes to learn 
more about Daughters of the 
American Revolution is invit-
ed to attend the next meeting 
or go online to www.dar.org.

DAR members make goodie bags for Veterans

What ’s On Your Wishlist ?What ’s On Your Wishlist ?

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL

(815) 849-5232 • 1-800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection 
of New and Used Chevrolets!of New and Used Chevrolets!

11
06
20
24
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THE BACK PAGE

We know you’re busy.

We know you’re on the road.

We know you’ll love

 our eEdition. 

• Same great content

• Searchable, portable,
convenient

• Back issues available

• Identical in format to paper
edition–
Flip each page with a single
click!

• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner than
home delivery!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

OpenHouse

Open House | Noon to 4 pm 
Saturday’s & Sunday’s 
November 2 & November 3
November 9 & November 10
November 16 & November 17

642 Angling Road 
Paw Paw, IL 61353

3 beds, 2 bath 1700sq ft two story on 
1.5-acre lot mol with basement and 
detached garage/outbuilding on the edge 
of town. New water heater, gas furnace, 
electric panel, new septic and much, 
much more. 

Please call for directions or 
more details:  
630-208-4742

10302024

No 
Job 
Too 
Small!

Services Offered:
• Custom Woodwork

• Painting
• Ceiling Fan & Lighting  

   Installation
• Drywall Repair

• Door Installation & Repair
• TV & Picture Mounting

• Home Repair
• Cabinet Repair &  

   Installation
• Some Plumbing

• Furniture Assembly
• Floor Repair & Installation

(815) 780-7884
hunterhandymanservicesllc.com

@hunterhandymanservicesllc

04
01

20
24

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

09162024

Farmland For Sale:  Farmland For Sale:  
217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre

98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 
68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acre68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acreHail?Hail?

Critters?Critters?
Collision?Collision?

Professional Auto  
Body Services  

at affordable prices.

Over  

40 Years  

of Combined  

Experience

WE are the  WE are the  

BEST PART of a BEST PART of a 

BAD SITUATIONBAD SITUATION

815-849-9090
344 US Rt. 52 • Sublette, IL

sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com
07012024

FALL/WINTER
GARAGE SALE
2104 Diana Drive,

Mendota
Friday, Nov. 8
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Seasonal clothing,
household and

miscellaneous items.
1t45r

GARAGE SALE
810 Chicago St.,

Mendota
Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Monday,

Nov. 8-11
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Estate of Leonard
& Katherine Funfsinn

Clothes, furniture,
household items

& miscellaneous items.
1t45r

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

SEVERAL CHARGES
Dane M. Towne, 28, of 

904 Washington St., Mendo-
ta, was charged with leaving 
the scene of a property dam-
age accident, driving while 
license suspended and aggra-
vated fleeing to elude at 7:30 
a.m. Oct. 30. The charges 
stem from an investigation 
into the offenses conduct-
ed by the Mendota Police 
Department. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Frank Marcos Miguel 

Corina Persales, 16, of 700 
Pennsylvania Ave., Mendo-
ta, was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 
stop at 8:55 a.m. Oct. 31. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Phillip A. Weeks, 45, of 

LaSalle, was arrested at 11:40 
a.m. Nov. 1 on a LaSalle 

County warrant for escape 
electronic monitoring device. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 
appear before a judge.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Sabas A. Villarreal, 32, of 

111 S. 13th Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with domestic 
battery after police officers 
responded to a call for service 
at South 13th Avenue at 6:48 
p.m. Nov. 1. The subject was 
transported to the LaSalle 
County jail to appear before 
a judge.

DOMESTIC BATTERY,
BATTERY ON 

PEACE OFFICER
Desiree M. Shamblin, 38, 

of 1811 Lincoln Ave., Mendo-
ta, was charged with domestic 
battery and aggravated bat-
tery on a peace officer after 
police officers responded to 
a call for service on Lincoln 
Avenue at 8:18 p.m. Nov. 1. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 

appear before a judge.

DOMESTIC BATTERY
Elizabeth R. Pullon, 25, 

of 205 Sandra Ave., Apt. 
B4, Mendota, was charged 
with domestic battery after 
police officers responded to 
a call for service at Sandra 
Avenue at 9:25 a.m. Nov. 2. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 
appear before a judge.

RETAIL THEFT
Tiffeny E. Manion, 31, 

711 Third Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with retail theft 
after police officers respond-
ed to a call for service in the 
1100 block of Meriden Street 
at 11:30 a.m. Nov. 2. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Fredy M. Balderas, 23, 

of 916 Main St., Mendota, 
was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 

stop at Indiana Avenue and 
Burlington Street at 1:25 
a.m. Nov. 5. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Jerome B. Sack, 56, no 

address, was arrested at 4:23 
a.m. Nov. 4 on three LaSalle 
County failure to appear 
warrants for possession of a 
controlled substance and one 
Will County failure to ap-
pear warrant for aggravated 
driving under the influence. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail to 
appear before a judge.

POLICE BLOTTER

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department on Ag-
ing (IDoA) is encouraging 
everyone with Medicare to 
check if their plan still meets 
their needs and budget during 
this year’s Open Enrollment 
Period, which began on Oct. 
15 and runs through Dec. 7, 
2024. Individuals can get free 
help comparing health and 
drug plan options by contact-
ing the state’s Senior Health 
Insurance Program (SHIP).

“Your health needs can 
change from year to year, 
and so do Medicare plan 
costs and coverage,”  said 
SHIP Director Sandy Leith. 
“Now’s the time to review 
your current Medicare cov-
erage to make sure it still 
meets your needs. To help 
you make an informed de-
cision, the Senior Health In-
surance Program uses trained 
volunteers to offer trusted, 
unbiased Medicare coun-
seling to Medicare-eligible 
individuals, their families, 
and caregivers.”

SHIP counselors are 
available in person and on-
line throughout the year, but 
they are especially helpful 
during Open Enrollment 
from Oct. 15 to Dec. 7, 
when people with Medicare 
can join or switch health and 
prescription drug plans for 
the coming year. For those 
who switch plans, coverage 
starts on Jan. 1, 2025.

New for 2025, yearly out-
of-pocket costs for Medicare 
drug plan-covered prescrip-
tion drugs will be capped at 
$2,000. People with Medi-
care Part D prescription 
drug plans can also choose 
to spread their out-of-pocket 
costs across the calendar year 
instead of paying all at once 
at the pharmacy.

To get help understand-
ing your Medicare options 
and how you can save 
money on costs, call or visit 
a  SHIP site  near you.  You 
can also compare 2025 
coverage options and shop 
for plans using  Medicare›s 
Plan Finder  or by calling 
1-800-MEDICARE to talk 
with a customer support 
representative. TTY users 
should call 877-486-2048. 
The Medicare Support Ho-
tline is available 24/7, except 
for some federal holidays.

Department on Aging 
offers free help to make 
Medicare decisions

***
About IDoA: IDoA serves 

and advocates for older Illi-
noisans and their caregivers 
by administering quality 
and culturally appropri-
ate programs that promote 
partnerships and encourage 
independence, dignity, and 
quality of life. For informa-
tion about the Department’s 
programs and services for 
older adults and persons with 
disabilities, visit https://ilag-
ing.illinois.gov/  or contact 
the Senior HelpLine toll-free 
at 1-800-252-8966, Monday 
through Friday between 8:30 
a.m. and 5 p.m.

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE

DEADLINE
• Monday 10 a.m. 

to appear in Wednes-
day’s Reporter.

CARDS OF
THANKS

Happiness is celebrating 
my 101st birthday with my 
family and friends. Thanks 
for all the lovely cards and 
phone calls. It made my day. 
God bless you all.

Thankfully yours,
Arlene Schmitt

Don’t miss
an issue!
Subscribe

today!
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SPORTS

The Mendota boys’ soccer team captured its first super-sectional championship thus earning the first-ever trip to the state tournament by defeating Aurora Central Catholic, 
2-0, in the Mendota Super-Sectional on Nov. 2. Celebrating the victory, front row, left to right, are David Casas, Johan Cortez, Cesar Casas, Mateo Goy, Gianni Figueroa, 
Mauricio Salinas, Kevin Herrera, Cameron Escatel and Daniel Garcia. Middle row, Cole Kleckner, Aaden Castle, Mauricio Martinez, Samuel Matura, Gael Garcia, Ramiro 
Palacios and Cameron Kelly. Back row, manager Kaley Siemer, manager Crystal Garcia, manager Ariana Sanchez, assistant coach Rey Arteaga, Omar Nanez, Luis Ramirez, 
Angel Orozco, Aaron Venegas, Alex Beetz, Abel Nanez, Isaac Diaz, Sebastian Carlos, Hugo Falcon and head coach Nick Myers. (Reporter photo)

Trojans make history!
q Mendota headed to state soccer tournament after 2-0 super-sectional win

IHSA Class 1A State
Soccer Tournament

(Hoffman Estates High School)
Thursday, Nov. 7

Game 1 – Columbia vs. Chicago (Cristo Rey Jesuit) – 
5:30 p.m.
Game 2 – Normal (University) vs. Mendota – 7:15 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 8
Game 3 – Loser 1 vs. Loser 2 – noon (3rd place)

Saturday, Nov. 9
Game 4 – Winner 1 vs. Winner 2 – 2:30 p.m. 
(championship)

CHILLICOTHE - It was of no 
secret that the sectional soccer battle 
between Mendota and Peoria Chris-
tian would come down to the wire.

That notion was correct, as the 
Trojans scored a late goal to break a 
tie and go on to claim a 2-1 triumph 
over the Chargers in the championship 
game of the Chillicothe IVC Class 1A 
Boys’ Sectional Soccer Tournament 
on Oct. 30. It was the second sectional 
championship in MHS soccer history, 
the first coming in 2021.

Mendota scored the game’s first 
goal when Sebastian Carlos took a 
pass from Isaac Diaz and got a shot 
past the Peoria Christian goalkeeper 
with eight minutes left in the first half. 
The Trojans carried that one-goal lead 
to intermission.

The scored remained the same 
through the first 30 minutes of the 
second half when the Chargers man-
aged to knot the score on a goal by 
Nico Edwards.

Then with 56 seconds left in regu-
lation, Johan Cortez was able to feed 
the ball to Cesar Casas on the wing 
and he maneuvered his way around 
two Peoria Christian defenders and 
somehow from the side of the goal 
managed to send the ball past the 
Charger keeper for the game-winner.

“I thought our guys responded well 
to Peoria Christian’s goal and did not 
let it bring us down and let them get 
a second goal,” said Mendota coach 
Nick Myers. “Our guys continued to 
fight and made a great play to score the 
deciding goal with 56 seconds left.”

Myers said the first half went 
as expected, with Peoria Christian 
coming out with some extra motiva-
tion after having lost a 4-2 contest 
to the Trojans two weeks earlier.

“I thought our guys did a great 
job of handling the pressure in the 
first 10-15 minutes of the game,” 
Myers noted. “We had a few attacks 
that led to great goal-scoring op-
portunities, but PC’s keeper made 
great saves.

“The second-half momentum 
seemed to be turning on us as Peoria 
came out with even more pressure. 
We gave them way too many corner 
kicks and set pieces near our goal, 
but our defense held strong for 30 
minutes shutting them out until 
they got one with 10 minutes left.”

Late goal lifts MHS to sectional title

Mendota’s Johan Cortez battles for the ball with Omar Flores of Aurora Central 
Catholic in the Mendota Super-Sectional on Nov. 2. (Reporter photo)

q C. Casas breaks tie with 56 seconds left to down Peoria Christian, 2-1

Mendota’s Danny Garcia (No. 23) tries to keep the ball 
away from Aurora Central Catholic’s Landen Diedrich 
in an attempt to get a pass off to teammate Cesar Casas 
in the Mendota Super-Sectional. (Reporter photo)

MENDOTA - What better 
place to secure your first-ev-
er berth in the state soccer 
tournament than at home 
sweet home.

That was the scenario pre-
sented to the Mendota boys’ 
soccer team – win against 
Aurora Central Catholic on 
the Trojans’ home turf to 
punch a ticket to the IHSA 
Class 1A Boys’ State Soc-
cer Tournament. And that’s 
exactly what they did with 
a thrilling 2-0 triumph over 
the Chargers in front of a 
raucous crowd on Nov. 2 at 
the MHS field.

With six straight ap-
pearances in the sectional 
tournament and one in the 
super-sectional, Mendota 
has been knocking on the 
door of a state tournament 
bid for over half a decade. 
Finally, the Trojans were able 
to break that door down and 
have made the Final Four. 
Mendota will take a 24-2-1 
record into its state semifinal 
round game against Normal 
University High (23-5-1) on 
Thursday, Nov. 7 at Hoffman 
Estates High School. The 
first kick is set for 7:15 p.m. 
The other semifinal contest 
will pit Columbia against 
Chicago Christo Rey Jesuit 
for a 5:30 p.m. start.

“We’ve finally been able 
to achieve making the state 
tournament and it’s great,” 
said Mendota coach Nick 
Myers. “It’s like the big 
monkey’s off our back.

“We’ve been close the 
last four or five years making 
multiple sectional tourna-
ments and we just never 
could get over the hump. 
There was just something 
about this group from the 
beginning of the year and 
we had great vibes all sea-
son. I felt like this was the 
group that was finally going 
to do it.”

As has been the case 
throughout the post season, 

Mendota and its opponent 
have had almost a feeling 
out process for about the 
first 20 minutes of the game 
and the super-sectional battle 
with ACC was no different. 
The Trojans had the first 
real chance to score with 
over 18 minutes gone in the 
game when the ACC goalie 
came away from the net and 
Mendota trickled the ball to-
ward the goal, but a Charger 
defender was able to knock it 
away just inches before the 
ball crossed the line.

Two minutes later, the 
Trojans were back near the 
ACC goal, and after several 
headers by each team, the ball 
bounced to Mendota’s Cesar 
Casas who drilled it past 
Charger goalkeeper Elias 
Perez for a 1-0 Trojan lead. 

Neither team was able to 
find the net the rest of the 
half and the squads headed 
to the locker room with a 1-0 
Mendota lead.

There was a flurry of 
action in the second half, 
with several shots on goal 
by both teams. ACC had its 
best opportunity of the game 
to get on the board just over 
a minute into the second 
half. A Charger shot went 
high toward Mendota goalie 
Mateo Goy, who managed to 
get a hand on the ball at the 
last second and deflect it over 
the top of the goalpost.

After a tripping call on 
the Chargers gave Mendota 

a free kick at the 27-min-
ute mark, Johan Cortez’s 
offering from 30 yards out 
was smothered by the ACC 
goalie.

Mendota had three more 
chances over the next 11 
minutes, but shots by Cortez, 
Sebastian Carlos and Cesar 
Casas were denied by the 
Charger defense and the 
Trojans clung to a 1-0 lead.

After ACC’s scoring op-
portunity to start the second 
half, it was quiet until the 
14:09 mark when Goy made 
the save of the game. A Char-
ger player had a clear shot at 
the goal but Goy dove to his 
right and directed the ball 
away to preserve Mendota’s 
one-goal advantage.

“Mateo came up huge for 
us today,” said Myers. “We 
have a lot of games during 
the regular season where he 
may not even have to touch 
the ball, but I always tell 
everybody, when he is called 
upon, he gets it done.

“He made an incredible 
play to keep that ball out 
and I think our guys fed off 
of that. From my viewpoint 
it looked like it was going 
in, but again, a great save 
by Mateo and I think that 
catapulted our group to finish 
the game.”

Each team exchanged 
scoring chances under the 
eight-minute mark with a 
Carlos kick sailing over the 
top of the goalpost and a 

Charger attempt landing in 
the arms of Goy with 6:53 
left.

Then, 50 seconds later, 
the Trojans were able to get 
an all-important insurance 
goal when Isaac Diaz found 
enough room in a crowd 
around the ACC goal to boot 
one into the net to make it 2-0.

“I thought we could get 
one or two more goals in the 
first half, and then I didn’t 
anticipate it was going to 
take us that long to score in 
the second half, but when you 
get this late in the season in 
soccer, you kind of expect 
close games down to the very 
end,” added Myers. 

“These guys were fighting 
hard until the very end to hold 
the lead and it was a relief to 
get that second goal. They 
wanted it badly and it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

Mendota’s state tour-

nament opponent, Normal 
U-High is coming off of a 
second-place finish in the 
2023 state finals, losing 2-0 to 
Winnetka North Shore Coun-
try Day in the championship 
game. The Pioneers were 
beaten by Peoria Christian, 
1-0, just a few weeks before 
this year’s post season began, 
while the Trojans defeated 
Peoria Christian twice this 
season, the second time in 
the sectional championship.

“U-High was second in 
state last year and from ev-
erything I’ve been told they 
still have a really solid squad 
this year,” noted Myers. 
“They’ve beaten some really 
good teams, so it’s going to be 
a battle on Thursday.”

This is the first time a 
Mendota High School team 
has made it to the state tour-
nament level since the 2003 
Trojan baseball team.

“ W e ’ v e  b e e n 
close the last 
four or five years 
making multiple 
sectional tourna-
ments and we just 
never could get 
over the hump. 
There was just 
something about 
this group from 
the beginning of 
the year and we 
had great vibes 
all season. I felt 
like this was the 
group that was 
finally going to 
do it.”

– Coach Nick Myers
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Mendota’s Sebastian Carlos dribbles the ball past Aurora Central Catholic’s Diego 
Leon during the Mendota Super-Sectional. (Reporter photo)

Mendota’s Isaac Diaz and Aurora Central Catholic’s Christopher Incandela, left, and 
Brayen Angeles wait for a header ball to come down during the Mendota Super-Sec-
tional on Nov. 2 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Mendota’s Isaac Diaz sends a header ball toward the Aurora Central Catholic goal 
during the Mendota Super-Sectional. (Reporter photo)

Cameron Escatel of Mendota tries to keep the ball away from Aurora Central Catholic’s 
Diego Leon in Mendota Super-Sectional action. (Reporter photo)

ROCK ISLAND – 
Mendota High School 
senior Anthony Kelson 
had his season and cross 
country career come 
to a close in the Rock 
Island Alleman Class 
1A Sectional on Nov. 2.

Kelson finished in 
29th place overall with 
a time of 17:02.

“Impressively, An-
thony came within 3-4 
seconds of the last state 
qualifier,” said Mendota 
coach Kevin Wohrley. 
“With the setbacks he 
faced in the last six 
weeks, advancement 
to state was just not 
to be this season. His 
effort to return to form 
the last couple weeks 
was impressive, and I 
couldn’t be prouder of 
him and his grit.”

Nicolai Martino of 
Winnebago took the 
top place in the three-
mile race with a time of 
15:16, followed by An-
drew Kurien of Rock-
ford Christian (15:20) 
and Tim Starwalt of 
Byron (15:37).

The top six boys’ 
team moving on to the 
state meet include sec-
tional champion Rock-
ford Christian with 52 
points, Winnebago (77), 
Kewanee Wethersfield 
(155), Princeville (160), 
Rockford Lutheran 
(178) and Byron (180).

The girls’ race was 
won by Emily Down-
ing of Cambridge in a 
time of 17:46. Alyssa 
Higgins of Knoxville 
was second in 17:57 
and Dusti Smith of 
Stark County was third 
in 18:26.

Advancing gir ls’ 
teams were Winnebago 
(66), Byron (133), Stark 
County (144), Sherrard 
(147), Cambridge (154) 
and Seneca (175).

Mendota’s
Kelson has
cross country
season end
at sectional
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COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

BOWLING

Northbrook Eighth Grade Night
The Northbrook Middle School eighth grade girls’ basketball team celebrated Eighth Grade Night with a 
37-21 victory over Plano on Oct. 29. Front row, left to right, are Lilli Bucio, Bella Bute, Aliya Delao, Laurali 
Thompson, Hayden Cedillo and Averie Hazelwood. Back row, coach Dalton Jilderda, Mallory Beck, Lexie 
Saylor, Kaitlyn Giberson and Nevaeh Munoz. (Photo contributed)

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley 
Community college cross Country 
team is hosting an all-new fall race for 
high school and junior high school-
aged runners of all abilities. Runners 
will face a cross-country-style course 
on IVCC’s Oglesby campus.

The race will be on Saturday, Nov. 
16, beginning near the IVCC track on 
the south side of campus near the disc 
golf course. Race day registration/

check-in begins at 9 a.m. with the 
junior high race starting at 10 a.m. 
and the high school race at 10:45 
a.m. The junior high race will be 2 
miles, and the high school race will 
be 5 kilometers.

The cost to run is $20 per runner. 
All participants will receive a race 
T-shirt. The top male and female 
finisher in each race will receive an 
additional award.

Download the registration form 
from https://www.ivcceagles.com/
community-outreach/IVCC_Eagle_
Run_2024_Entry_Form_Flyer.pdf on 
the IVCC Athletics website and return 
the completed form to Matt Baker, 
IVCC Cross Country, 815 N. Orlando 
Smith Road, Oglesby, IL 61348. Checks 
should be made payable to IVCC.

For additional information, contact 
Baker at matthew_baker@ivcc.edu.

IVCC cross country team to host new fall race

(6th Grade)
Oct. 28 @ Wallace
“A” game

Northbrook 28, Wallace 
19

Scoring: Collin Kleckner 
10 points, Cruz Arteaga 6 

points, Grayson Goodlow 
6 points
“B” game
Wallace 32, Northbrook 19

Scoring: Antonio Artea-
ga 9 points, Xavier Hiatt 8 
points, Aiden Allen 2 points

Northbrook boys’ basketball

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Oct. 23 – 
1. O’Donnell Excavating 21-
11; 2. Mendota Monument 
20-12; 3. Black Brothers 
18.5-13.5; 4. First State Bank 
18-14; 5. Maybe Next Week 
11.5-20.5; Novak Farms 7-25

High team game (scratch) 
– O’Donnell Excavating 
1022, Mendota Monument 
994, First State Bank 973

High team game (hdcp) – 
O’Donnell Excavating 1211, 
Novak Farms 1190, First 
State Bank 1175

High team series (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 2859, 
O’Donnell Excavating 2800, 
First State Bank 2633

High team series (hdcp) 
– Black Brothers 3404, 
Mendota Monument 3375, 
O’Donnell Excavating 3367

High individual game 
(scratch) – Joe Dimmig 253, 
Drake O’Donnell 236, Luke 
Ross 236

High individual game 
(hdcp) – Joel Bejster 277, 
Joe Dimmig 272, Kasen 
Novak 266

High individual series 
(scratch) – Joe Dimmig 
674, Luke Ross 672, Nate 
Bradford 664

High individual series 
(hdcp) -Joe Dimmig 731, 
Zachary Lilja 731, Nate 
Bradford 721

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Oct. 28 
– 1. Split Happens 29-11; 2. 
Leagal Beagles 26-14; 3. CM 

Farm 22-18; 4. Ramer Inc. 
19-21; 5. Bad Kats 16-24; 
6. The Struggle is Real 8-32

High team game (scratch) 
– Leagal Beagles 749, Split 
Happens 730, Ramer Inc. 722

High team game (hdcp) 
– Leagal Beagles 1042, The 
Struggle is Real 1012, Ramer 
Inc. 976

High team series (scratch) 
– Leagal Beagles 2159, Ra-
mer Inc. 2103, Split Happens 
2083

High team series (hdcp) 
– Leagal Beagles 3038, CM 
Farm 2907, Ramer Inc. 2865

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Mike Smith 256, Matt Ra-
mer 232, Ed Roulston 210

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Mike Smith 300, Ed Rou-
lston 293, Aaron Holocker 
269

Men’s  h igh  se r i e s 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 666, 
Mike Smith 664, Brendan 
Ramer 576

Men’s high series (hdcp) – 
Ed Roulston 804, Mike Smith 
796, Brendan Ramer 783

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Sarah Westphal 
222, Emily Thomas 214, Gail 
Sessler 194

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Sarah Westphal 313, 
Audrey Holocker 277, Emily 
Thomas 261

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Emily Thomas 
600, Gail Sessler 503, Han-
nah Westphal 500

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Sarah Westphal 
765, Kim Smith 744, Emily 
Thomas 741
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Monday, November 11, 2024  
The Mendota Veterans Day program will be held 

Monday, November 11, 2024 in Veterans Park, 
downtown Mendota.

Program starts promptly at 11 a.m.

The Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial Squad,  
its Auxiliary and Mendota American Legion Post 540  

will participate in the program.

Everyone is welcome to this service, the purpose of which is to 
honor and remember all Veterans, both alive and deceased for 
their commitment and contribution to our present way of life, 

and the benefits of liberty and freedom on both domestic  
and foreign soil.

The Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial Squad, its Auxiliary and Mendota 
American Legion Post 540 will participate in the program.

First State Bank
706 Washington St. and 

1403 13th Ave.
Mendota • 800-362-9623

Member FDIC 

First State 
Insurance

715 Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-5651

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet

Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232

First State Bank
of Van Orin
200 N Main St.
815-638-2111

Member FDIC

 
Malden Banking 

Center
302 W. Main St.
815-643-2121

Member FDIC

Leffelman & 
Associates Inc.

Sublette • 815-849-5219
Amboy • 815-857-2125

LaMoille • 815-638-2171
 

Mendota Museum 
& Historical 

Society
909 Washington St., 

Mendota
815-539-3373

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. 

1503 13th Ave.

City of Mendota
800 Washington St.

Mendota • 815-539-7459

Dave Manion Auto 
Repair LLC

4177 E 050th Rd, 
Mendota

815-615-8600

Mendota Area 
Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Dr.

Mendota • 815-539-9673

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 

Mendota
815-539-9341

 
Lube Cube Plus
1214 Washington St., 

Mendota
815-539-5920

McConville Realty
& Auctioneering

612 S. Main St.
 Mendota

815-539-5673

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Drive

 Mendota
815-538-2412

Mendota Elks
Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.

 Mendota
815-538-3557

Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Rt. 251

Peru
815-224-1506

Ridley Feed 
Ingredients
1609 First Ave.

Mendota
815-539-9321

Financial Plus 
Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.

Mendota
815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

Allure of Mendota
1201 First Ave.

Mendota
815-539-6745

Sensient Flavors
25 E Main St • Amboy

815-857-3691

Midland 
States Bank

801 Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-9346
Member FDIC

The Mendota 
Reporter

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota

815-539-9396

Floralcrest Florist 
& Greenhouse

1207 22nd St. • Mendota
815-539-9306

Mendota 
Monument Co.

606 Main St. • Mendota
815-539-7276
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Eureka Savings 
Bank

1300 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave.

Mendota
815-538-5316

4M Graphix
1308 Meriden St.

Mendota
815-252-2740

Stonecroft Village
Retirement 
Community

1700 Burlington St.
Mendota

815-538-5300

Craig’s Cycle 
Therapy

1213 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-422-9253

Carquest Auto 
Parts

1200 13th Ave.
Mendota

815-539-9304

Ziggie’s Family 
Restaurant
1212 First Ave.

Mendota
815-539-5060

ziggiesrestaurant.com

Meyers Furniture
1901 Illinois 251

Mendota
815-205-8698

Kerr Diesel Service
134 East Highway 34

Mendota
815-780-7369

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive

Mendota
815-539-9000

Lakeside Liquors 
& Tobacco

1310 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-6400

The Veterans Day program The Veterans Day program 
schedule is as follows:schedule is as follows:

• Introductions: Bill Hunt, Past Commander, U.S. Navy Veteran• Introductions: Bill Hunt, Past Commander, U.S. Navy Veteran
• Presentation of Colors: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans • Presentation of Colors: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans 
Memorial Squad and Mendota American Legion Post 540 Memorial Squad and Mendota American Legion Post 540 

• National Anthem: Mendota High School Band, Director Paula • National Anthem: Mendota High School Band, Director Paula 
BakerBaker

• Pledge of Allegiance: Audience • Pledge of Allegiance: Audience 
• Invocation: Jason Donahue, VFW Post 4079 Commander• Invocation: Jason Donahue, VFW Post 4079 Commander
• Veterans Day Address: Ella Lewis, Mendota High School• Veterans Day Address: Ella Lewis, Mendota High School

• Firing of Volley: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial • Firing of Volley: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial 
SquadSquad

• Taps: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial Squad • Taps: Mendota VFW Post 4079 Veterans Memorial Squad 
• Benediction: Jason Donahue, VFW Post 4079 Commander• Benediction: Jason Donahue, VFW Post 4079 Commander

Everyone is welcome to the service, the purpose of which is to honor and remember all Everyone is welcome to the service, the purpose of which is to honor and remember all 
veterans, both alive and deceased, for their commitment and contribution to our present way veterans, both alive and deceased, for their commitment and contribution to our present way 

of life, and the benefits of liberty and freedom on both domestic and foreign soil.of life, and the benefits of liberty and freedom on both domestic and foreign soil.
*** IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, SERVICES WILL BE CANCELED.*** IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, SERVICES WILL BE CANCELED.
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RELIGION

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

?
Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

Do you ever feel 
like life is just a little 
bit complicated? Or 
maybe like it’s a whole 
lot complicated? Jesus 
didn’t die so we could 
live complicated, frus-
trated, miserable lives. 
He died for us so we 
could have and enjoy 
our lives (John 10:10).

Maybe you’re like 
me and you have a 
busy schedule. I love 
what God has called 
me to do, but when life 
becomes especially 
busy, it gets harder 
to manage everything 
and enjoy life the way 
I should. 

However, I’ve de-
termined that I’m not 
going to be frustrated 
or aggravated all the 

Keep it simple
time…or allow my 
life to go by in a blur. 
And I’ve decided that 
I’m not going to just 
be “busy.” Instead, 
I want to be fruitful. 
So, I learned to think 
of my life in a new 
way, starting with the 
words “simplicity” 
and “simple.”

Simplicity means 
“single,  consisting 
of one thing, unmin-
gled.” The Bible tells 
us, “A double minded 
man is unstable in 
all his ways” (James 
1:8 KJV).  So,  we 
don’t want to be dou-
ble minded. Instead, 
we want to be single 
minded, because being 
double minded will 
complicate your life. 

You have to make your 
mind up to do some-
thing and go for it. 

Similarly, the word 
simple means “sin-
cere, with no duplicity, 
no hidden agenda, but 
having a pure heart, 
not complex or com-
plicated.” 

I believe the best 
way we can simplify 
our lives is by starting 
our day talking to God 
through prayer. The 
Bible says that the 
“…effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous 
man avai ls  much” 
(James 5:16 NKJV). 
We don’t need to sound 
eloquent when we pray 
or try to impress God 
in any way. He simply 
wants you to talk to 
Him like you would 
a friend. If you don’t 
speak in Elizabethan 
English during the day, 
you don’t need to when 
you go to pray!

It’s great to start 
your morning having 
this special time with 
God, and I highly rec-
ommend it. But I think 
it’s even more import-
ant to pray your way 
through the day. The 
only way we’re going 
to keep life simple and 
be fruitful is to lean on 
God and talk to Him 
all through the day, 
asking for His help 
and involving Him in 
everything that you do. 

There’s a wonderful 
scripture passage in 
Proverbs that says, 
“Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, 
and lean not on your 
own understanding; 
in all your ways ac-
knowledge Him, and 
He shall direct your 
paths” (Proverbs 3:5-
6 NKJV). One of the 
best ways to stay con-
nected with God is to 
acknowledge Him in 
everything that you do.

God’s plan for man 
is simple, and the plan 
of salvation is simple. 
There’s nothing com-
plicated about God, 
and He doesn’t want 
us to be complicated. 
He actually says that 
you will not inherit the 
kingdom if you don’t 
come as a little child 
(Mark 10:15), that is to 
say, we need to come 
to Him simply.

When life feels out 
of control, all we want 
to do is change it, but 
we can’t always do 
that. In fact, I think 
too often we spin 
our wheels trying to 

do something about 
a problem that we 
can’t change. Howev-
er, the next time you 
feel  overwhelmed, 
I want to challenge 
you to change the 
way you think about 
the problem and have 
a different attitude 
toward it .  Instead, 
make a decision to put 
your problem in God’s 
hands and trust Him to 
take care of it.

So,  when things 
become complicated, I 
encourage you to look 
for ways to simplify 
your life. That’s the 
privilege for a believer. 
You can approach Him 
with simple, child-like 
faith (Matthew 18:2-
4). Regardless of your 
situation, you can put 
your trust in God, keep 
life simple, and not let 
your circumstances 
steal your peace. Be-
cause if you don’t let 
them bother you, then 
they will have no au-
thority over you.

***
For more on this top-

ic, order Joyce’s four-

part teaching resource 
Simple Prayer…Sim-
ple Life. You can also 
contact us to receive 
our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce  Meyer  i s 
a New York Times 
bestselling author and 
founder of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 140 
books, including BAT-
TLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVER-
COMING EVERY 
PROBLEM (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV 
programs, which air 
on hundreds of sta-
tions worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.



10-13 quiz
The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Worship  
In-person & on Facebook at: 

Mendota First United
Methodist Church  

 

Nov. 16 - 8:30 a.m. Safe Sanctuary 
class

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Nov. 7 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
Nov. 10 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 

breakfast
Nov. 12 - 1:30 p.m. PEO

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of 3 Chronicles (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. Job and which other Old 
Testament book mention the 
constellation of Orion? Psalms, 
Isaiah, Daniel, Amos
3. Which prophet took a wife 
of whoredoms named Gomer? 
Hosea, Jonah, Amos, Micah
4. From Judges 14, what did 
Samson eat from the carcass of a 
lion? Manna, Honey, Berries, Figs
5. What sin against the Holy 
Spirit results in eternal guilt? 
Blasphemy, Adultery, Murder, 
Non tithing
6. Who was the father of Joshua? 
Abraham, Aaron, Nun, Moses
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Amos, 3) 
Hosea, 4) Honey, 5) Blasphemy, 
6) Nun
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  

THIRTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

LASALLE COUNTY - 
IN PROBATE 

NO. 2024 PR 171 
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN HIGGINS, 
DECEASED. 

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE is given to 
creditors of the death 
of John Higgins. Let-
ters of Office as Inde-
pendent Co-Executors 
were issued to Kathryri 
Higgins, 2379 N. 30th 
Road, Marseilles, IL 
61341, Robert Higgins, 
187 W. Armstrong St, 
PO Box 624, Seneca, IL 
61360, and David Hig-
gins, 260 East Union 
St, Seneca, IL 61360 
whose Attorney is Don-
ald F. Black, Black & 
Black Lawyers, 201 Lib-
erty Street, Suite 211, 
Morris, Illinois 60450. 
Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 West 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, with the 
representative, or both, 
within six months from 
the date of the first pub-
lication of this notice or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not 
filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
KATHRYN HIGGINS 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
DAVID HIGGINS 
I N D E P E N D E N T 
CO-EXECUTORS
DONALD F. BLACK 
BLACK & BLACK 
201 LIBERTY STREET 
SUITE 211 
P.O. BOX 148 MORRIS, 
IL 60450 815-942-0594
No. 1010
(Oct. 23, 30 and Nov. 6, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR  
PUBLICATION 
No: 2023-JA-42 

TO: Unknown Fathers, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
24th day of October, 
2024, a petition to ter-
minate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-
ny, in the Circuit Court 
of LaSalle County en-
titled ‘In the interest of 
Easton McCarthy, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Ot-
tawa on the 4th day of 
December, 2024, at the 
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, a 
Termination Hearing will 
be held upon the pe-
tition to have the child 
declared a ward of the 
court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 

will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judge-
ment entered.
Dated Oct. 24, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1013
(Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-62 

TO: Unknown Fathers, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern:   
Take notice that on the 
25th day of October, 
2024, a petition to ter-
minate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by David A. 
Greer, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle Coun-
ty entitled ‘In the inter-
est of Josie Englert, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Ot-
tawa on the 12th day 
of March, 2025, at the 
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judg-
ment entered. 
Dated: October 25, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1014
(Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2022-JA-01 

TO: Unknown Fathers, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern:   
Take notice that on the 
25th day of October, 
2024, a petition to ter-
minate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by David A. 
Greer, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Kevin Bruce Miller, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Otta-
wa on the 18th day of 
December, 2024, at the 
hour of 11:00 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-

ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judg-
ment entered. 
Dated: October 25, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1015
(Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13, 
2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JD-104 

TO: Unknown Fathers, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
29th day of October, 
2024 a petition was 
filed under the Juve-
nile Court Act by Vicki 
L. Denny, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Kailynn R. Dierks, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Cen-
ter Courtroom 110 at 
Ottawa, Illinois on the 
3rd day of December, 
2024, at the hour of 
8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be 
held upon the petition to 
have the child declared 
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court 
has authority in this 
proceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and_
show cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted as 
against you and each 
of you, and an order or 
judgement entered.
Dated October 29, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1101
(Nov. 6, 2024)

NOTICE
Any candidate wish-
ing to file a petition for 
the following Mendota 
Township Offices: Su-
pervisor, Clerk, Road 
Commissioner, Asses-
sor or Trustees may 
do so at the Mendota 
Township Offices locat-
ed at 602 S Main St, 
Mendota Illinois. 
November 12, 2024 
9:00am until 12:00pm 
November 13, 2024 
9:00am until 12:00pm 
November 18, 2024 
9:00am until 5:00pm 
Mendota Township 
Clerk 
Linda Corrigan 
No. 1102
(Nov. 6, 2024)

NOTICE
Pursuant to (Section 
9-15 of the Proper-
ty Tax Code) Illinois 
Revised Statutes, the 
2025 township asses-
sors meeting shall be 
held for the purpose of 
instructing said asses-
sors in a manner as 
shall establish uniformi-
ty in the action of asses-

sors and their deputy 
assessors.  Such public 
meeting shall be at 1:00 
P.M. on Tuesday, De-
cember 3, 2024 at the 
LaSalle County EMA 
Building 711 E. Etna 
Road Ottawa, IL. 
No. 1103
(November 6, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JD-109 

TO: Unknown Fathers, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
4th day of November, 
2024 a petition was 
filed under the Juve-
nile Court Act by Vicki 
L. Denny, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Aubrey N. Martin-
son, a minor’, and that 
in the Criminal Justice 
Center Courtroom 110 
at Ottawa, Illinois on 
the 3rd day of Decem-
ber, 2024, at the hour 
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be 
held upon the petition to 
have the child declared 
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court 
has authority in this 
proceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and_
show cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted as 
against you and each 
of you, and an order or 
judgement entered.
Dated November 4, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1104
(Nov. 6, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 

advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

11
04
20
24
M
R

FREE 
Cats 
to Good &  
Loving Homes.

Call 815-615-1171

Email resume: 
mendotaareachristianfoodpantry@gmail.com

Qualifications
Must be able to lift and 
climb. Must be available for 
board meeting 1 Tuesday 
evening every other month. 2 
days a month will be driving 
to Bloomington and then 
unloading truck with help. 
This is a warehouse position. 

Assistant Director 
needed for non-profit 
food pantry Tues-Fri
Mail resume: 

Mendota Area 
Christian Food Pantry

710 6th Avenue 
Mendota, IL 61342 

This position will be filled ASAP

11042024

2 Bedroom
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer &  
Garbage included.

$650.00/Month
Deposit &  

Reference Required.

815-440-5086

IN 
COMPTON

02052024

Mendota - 2 bedroom 
apartments available now. 
Rent is based on 30% of adjusted gross 
income and includes water, sewer and 
garbage pickup. On site laundry, major 

appliances, off street parking. 
Please call 1-800-686-5576. 

This institution is an Equal Opportunity  
Provider. Equal Housing  

Opportunity.

10
28

20
24

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

In Mendota
Looking for a  
Responsible  

person to share 
my home,  

expenses and 
house/yard work

$700.00/month 
plus half for a 

security deposit
• Pets Allowed

• Serious Inquiries 
Only

Call or Text  
815-780-0347  

(please leave a message)
email:  

funeor@yahoo.com

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD, Leather,  
Silver, 88K Miles ....................................$21,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LTZ, 6.2L,  
93K Miles, Maroon .......................................$31,900

2018 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab WT 4x4,  
107K Miles, Silver.........................................$24,900

2023 Chevy 3500 High Country Crew 4x4, 
Loaded, Shortbox, Diesel, 40K Miles, Blue...$68,900 

2023 GMC 1500 Crew Cab SLE 4x4, 4 cyl. 
Turbo, 26K Miles, Red...................................$40,900 

2022 Chevrolet K3500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 
Leather, Diesel, 43K Miles, Maroon.........$55,900

2022 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab LT 4x4 Z71, 
Gas, 35K Miles, Silver........................$45,900 

2022 Chevy 2500 Reg. Cab 4x4 Z71, Gas, 
39K Miles, Maroon............................$40,900 

2022 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, WT, 5.3L, 
V8, Tow Pkg., 15K Miles, White........$27,900

2021 Chevy Blazer 3LT AWD V6, Leather, 
Trailer Package, 66K Miles, Gray..........$25,900

2020 Chevy Malibu LT, 71K Miles, 
Maroon...............................................$17,900

2019 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Sunroof, 
Navigation, 27K Miles, White...............$20,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2022 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 - GM Certified, 1-owner, Local 
Trade, with leather, heated/cooled seats, bedliner, power tailgate, 50K Miles, 

White & More!

2022 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4

$42,900

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Subscribe:
Money Saver
& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Can’t wait 
for your 
paper?

Visit us
 online @

www.mendotareporter.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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DOLLARS & SENSE

WELCOME 
HOME.

Other Mortgage
Features

 Mortgages held 
in-house

 Payroll deduction 
offered

 No mortgage points

 Weekly or bi-weekly 
payments  available

 No prepayment 
penalties

 Escrow available

AS LOW AS

DOWN PAYMENT

3.00%

Ownership Advantage 
Mortgage Can Open 
The Door For You!

Take advantage today.
Contact us for details!

financialplus.orgFederally insured by NCUA
NMLS #609452

No matter where professionals may be in 
their careers, retirees may note that retirement 
will arrive more quickly than expected. That 
notion applies as much to young professionals 
just starting their careers as it does to seasoned 
workers for whom retire-
ment is just over the horizon.

That retirement can 
quickly creep up on pro-
fessionals underscores the 
significance of planning for 
those days when workers 
will no longer be drawing 
a paycheck. Going it alone when planning 
for retirement can be a risky endeavor, not 
to mention an unnecessary one. Financial 
planners can help anyone get on the road 
to retirement. Professionals can keep these 
three tips in mind as they look for a financial 
planner to help meet their retirement goals.

1. Recognize why you need a planner. 
Financial planning firms provide a range 

of services, and individuals should identify 
what they’re hoping a planner can do for 
them prior to their search. Some individuals 
may be looking for advice to get out of debt 
so they can focus more on retirement, while 
others may not have any debt and instead 
want investment advice so they can begin to 
grow their wealth. Each person is unique, so 
individuals must identify what makes them 
unique and then seek a planner whose expe-
rience and specialty aligns with their needs.

2. Prepare for the process. 
Hiring a financial planner should be seen 

as a series of job interviews in which the 
prospective client is the interviewer and the 
planner is the person trying to land a job. 

When seeking a financial planner, prepare 
a list of questions covering everything from 
compensation structure to the advisor’s 
personal approach to planning to his or her 
existing client profile. Answers to these 

questions and others can give 
investors a detailed picture of 
a financial professional. The 
more information investors 
gather about a financial planner, 
the more likely they are to find 
one they will be comfortable 
working with.

3. Inquire about fiduciary status.
According to the U.S. Securities and 

Exchange Commission, a fiduciary is an in-
vestment advisor who is obligated to choose 
investment products that are in the best in-
terest of the client regardless of the impact 
on the fiduciary or his or her firm. That can 
provide investors some added peace of mind 
when hiring individuals who will be handling 
their money. However, it’s still important that 
individuals who hire a fiduciary pay attention 
to their investments. Fiduciaries are not im-
mune to unethical conduct, and some may still 
make mistakes when choosing investments. 
It’s important that investors acknowledge 
that even the most well-meaning fiduciary 
can choose investments that don’t work out. 
There’s always risk involved with investing, 
but working with a fiduciary can help inves-
tors feel better about taking on such risk.

Financial planners can be invaluable as 
individuals seek ways to secure their financial 
futures. Prospective investors should be patient 
and diligent as they begin the process of finding 
a financial planner they can work with.

3 ways to find a financial 
planner you can work with

Homeowners with an 
eye on home improvement 
projects should know that 
kitchens and bathrooms tend 
to be the most costly rooms to 
renovate. An affiliate of the 
National Kitchen and Bath 
Association told Architectur-
al Digest in 2023 that kitch-
ens and bathrooms require 
the most labor-intensive 
renovations, which contrib-
utes significantly to the high 

costs of such projects. Labor 
is indeed a significant cost 
when renovating a home, 
as the Construction Labor 
Market Analyzer indicates 
labor cost percentages in 
construction are between 20 
and 40 percent of the total 
budget of a given project. 

The final cost of any ren-
ovation project will depend 
on a host of variables unique 
to each home, including the 

square footage of the room be-
ing remodeled and the materi-
als homeowners choose. How-
ever, homeowners looking for 
less costly renovations may 
want to consider revamping 
their dining rooms and closets, 
each of which are projects that 
can make a difference and tend 
to require a less significant 
financial commitment than 
projects like kitchen and bath 
remodels.

Kitchen and bath remodels
are the costliest in a home

The final cost of any renovation project will depend on a host of variables unique to 
each home, including the square footage of the room being remodeled and the mate-
rials homeowners choose. 

Consumers likely need 
no reminder that inflation 
has taken a notable toll 
on their finances in recent 
years. The cost of products 
and services has seeming-
ly skyrocketed in recent 
years, leaving consumers 
with little recourse other 
than to scale back and find 
ways to save.

The online financial re-
source Investopedia notes 
that the inflation rate is 
the percentage change in 
the price of products and 
services from one year to 
the next. Data from the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
indicates the inflation rate 
reached 8 percent in 2022, 
or four times the 2 percent 
rate of inflation the Federal 
Reserve aims to maintain 
through its various mone-
tary policies. Though the 
U.S. Inflation Calculator 
indicates the inflation rate 
cooled to 2.5 percent by the 
end of summer 2024, that 
may not comfort consum-
ers who are still confront-
ing high prices on various 
items, including housing.

Indeed, inflation contin-
ues to affect people from 
all walks of life. However, 
consumers can consider 
various strategies to save 
even when inflation is 
keeping costs up.

• Use rewards to your 
advantage. Consumers now 
have an array of ways to pay 
for products and services at 
their disposal. Convention-
al wisdom has long suggest-
ed credit cards should be 
used only in emergencies, 

Tips to save when inflation is high

but consumers who are 
confident they can pay off 
balances in full each month 
can consider using re-
wards-based credit cards to 
their advantage. Such cards 
return a certain percentage 
of each purchase (typically 
around 1 to 2 percent) to 
consumers, and they can be 
used to purchase everyday 
items like groceries and 
gas. Of course, this only 
benefits consumers if they 
pay off their balances in 
full each month. If not, the 
interest charges on credit 
cards will almost certainly 
exceed the 1 to 2 percent 
cash back consumers earn.

• Open a high-yield 
savings account. The days 
of earning significant in-
terest on savings accounts 
may seem like a distant 
memory, but high-yield 
savings accounts are still 
available at many financial 
institutions. Consumers 
intent on building their sav-
ings in the face of a higher 
cost of living can look into 
high-yield savings account 

options at their own bank 
or another financial insti-
tution. High-yield savings 
accounts typically mandate 
account holders maintain a 
minimum balance that is 
considerably higher than 
the minimum balances on 
accounts with lower inter-
est rates, so this might not 
be an option for everyone. 
But consumers who have 
already squirreled away 
a significant sum in their 
savings accounts may be 
able to grow their money, 
and thus overcome infla-
tion rates, by transferring 
the balance to a high-yield 
savings account.

• Examine your spend-
ing. Perhaps the simplest 
way to save when inflation 
is high is to periodically 
assess your spending habits 
and make tweaks designed 
to save money. Such as-
sessments can include ev-
erything from identifying 
ways to save at the grocery 
store to determining if en-
tertainment subscriptions 
are worth the investment. 
Many consumers have 
lamented the high cost of 
groceries since 2022, and 
it’s possible a membership 
to a wholesale retailer can 
help reduce expenditures 
on various items, including 
paper products, that tend 
to be expensive at more 
traditional grocery stores.

Data indicates inflation 
has cooled considerably in 
2024. But the cost of many 
items remains high, forcing 
consumers to rely on var-
ious ways to save money.
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