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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ESMOND — No struc-
tures or standing corn was 
damaged after a 100-acre 
field fire was seen in Es-
mond late Friday morning, 
Rochelle Fire Department 
Firefighter/Paramedic 
Curt Helgren said. 

The Rochelle Fire De-
partment was dispatched 
to the area of Illinois 
Route 64 and Chamber-
lain Road for the report 
of a field fire at approxi-
mately 11:20 a.m. Friday. 
RFD responded as mutual 
aid to Lynn-Scott-Rock 
Fire’s district. One fire-
fighter was transported 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital with an injury 
due to the fire and smoke 
but was checked out and 
was “fine,” Helgren said. 

“The fire started near 
Illinois Route 64 and was 
wind driven and all corn 
stubble,” Helgren said. 
“We got it stopped before 
it got to any standing corn. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Octo-
ber is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, and 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
a non-profit organization 
that helps survivors of 
domestic abuse, is working 
with local organizations 
and businesses this month 
on a social media pledge 
initiative. 

Pledging organizations 
and businesses include 
the Rochelle Police De-
partment, Rochelle Fire 
Department, Expressions 
Salon in Rochelle, Cy-
press House in Rochelle, 
Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Sauk Valley Voices 
of Recovery, HOPE Chest, 
Lincoln Manor, the Ogle 
County Circuit Clerk’s 
Office, Tri-County Oppor-
tunities Council, the City 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Dr. 
Graham Isaacson, D.O., is 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital Family Health-
care Clinic’s newest pro-
vider. 

Isaacson practices the 
full scope of family medi-
cine, both in the clinic and 
with his patients that have 
been admitted to RCH. He 
offers care of patients from 
birth until older age, man-
aging chronic and acute 
disease and performing 
procedures. He also per-
forms OMT (osteopathic 

manipulative medicine), a 
combination of techniques 
similar to those used 
by massage therapists, 
physical therapists, and 
chiropractors, for patients 
with multiple conditions 
including headaches, neck 
pain, back pain, and hip/
pelvis pain.

Isaacson was born and 
raised in Aurora. He at-
tended Drake University 
in Iowa for undergrad 
and medical school at 
Midwestern University 
Chicago College of Os-
teopathic Medicine.

See ISAACSON pg 9

HOPE of Ogle County, local organizations take 
pledge for Domestic Violence Awareness Month

‘The conversation doesn’t have to be about 
shame anymore. It can be about awareness’

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and 
HOPE of Ogle County, a non-profit organization that 
helps survivors of domestic abuse, is working with 
local organizations and businesses this month on a 
social media pledge initiative. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

of Rochelle, Ogle County 
911 Dispatch, Rosati’s 
Pizza in Rochelle, the 
Ogle County Probation 
Department, and Fashion 
Nails in Rochelle.

“It’s really a way to get 
the community and the 
county involved in the ini-
tiative and open people’s 
eyes up to what domestic 
abuse is,” HOPE Execu-
tive Director Ruth Carter 

said. “Seeing the support 
from our community has 
been great. It makes us 
feel good knowing more 
people in the community 
over time are recognizing 
what domestic abuse is 
and connecting their own 
life, family and friends’ 
experiences to what we 
do here.”

See PLEDGE page 8

Dr. Graham Isaacson, D.O., is the Rochelle Community 
Hospital Family Healthcare Clinic’s newest provider. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Isaacson is new RCH Family 
Healthcare Clinic provider

No structures, standing crops affected by 100-acre field fire
Area farmers help to stop spread: ‘We were grateful to have them’

No structures or standing corn was damaged after a 100-acre field fire was seen in Esmond late Friday 
morning, Rochelle Fire Department Firefighter/Paramedic Curt Helgren said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

It probably burned up 100 
acres of corn stubble. How 
fast the fire spreads all 
depends on the wind. It 
can spread really quickly 

with high winds.”
Along with RFD, re-

sponding departments 
included the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Protection District 

stations of Creston, Stew-
ard, Hillcrest and Flagg 
Center, Stillman Fire, 
Monroe Fire, Malta Fire, 
and Oregon Fire. Fire offi-

cials were also assisted by 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office and local farmers. 

See FIRE page 11

BHS runners earn 
BNC honors
Byron High School’s cross 
country team earned Big 
Northern Conference 
honors. Section B
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

BYRON — The Hib 
Reber Memorial Car 
Show committee would 
like to thank everyone that 
attended and supported 
our 2024 show.  We were 
able to make a $5,000 
donation to Serenity Hos-
pice and Home in Oregon. 

This would not have 
been possible without 
the support of sponsors, 
participants, and the ded-
icated members of the 
committee that organize 
this event. A special thank 
you to all of our sponsors 
listed below, without 
them this would not be 
possible.  

The 2025 show will be 

held on Saturday, July 12 
during ByronFest at the 
United Church of Byron.

Sponsors: Anderson 
Automotive,  Ashley 
Parker Realtor, Black-
hawk Vet Services, Bock-
er Auto Group – Freeport, 
Byron Auto Body, Byron 
Bank, Byron Lions Club, 
Carter Tooling, Circle K 
Gas Station & Car Wash, 
Constellation – Byron 
Nuclear Plant, D & W 
Garage, David DeForest 
Dental – Oregon, Dos 
Amigos, Double S Tow-
ing & Recovery/S & K 
Performance – Oregon, 
Edward Jones – Scott 
Jeffrey Office Rockford, 

Farrell-Gale-Holland Fu-
neral Homes, Fortune Au-
tomotive, Fritz’s Wooden 
Nickel – Stillman Valley, 
Gendenning Brothers 
Trucking – Stillman Val-
ley, Golden Auto Sales, 
Hanlin Automotive, Hop-
pRod’s Auto Detailing 
– Monroe Center, Instru-
ment Services – Rock-
ford, Jim Becker – Ro-
chelle, Ken Nelson Auto 
Plaza – Dixon, Kerry 
Wickler, Country Finan-
cial, MacCloskey Kesler 
& Associates – Rockford, 
Mr C’s Family Restaurant 
– Rockford, Myers Clas-
sics & Corvettes – Rock-
ford, Norup Trenching, 

Hib Reber Memorial Car Show donates to Serenity Hospice & Home

Committee Members and Serenity Representative are from left to right: John 
Franks, Jan Franks, Ron Boyer, Brian Fortune, Dan Reed, Carol Reed, Lynn Knodle, 
Darrell Reber, Brian Borger, Lisa Reber, and Adam Reber.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Members of The RCH Foundation Reed Harris, Brandon Svela and Tonya Sarver 
recently presented the donation of two new respiratory ventilators to the RCH 

Respiratory Therapy Department.  The Foundation continually strives to support 
the hospital with new equipment to benefit patients.  Pictured left to right with 

Respiratory are Dana Schmidt, Kyle Auman, Michelle Daehler, Shilpa Patel, 
Jacqui Ranken and Chris Swartout. (Courtesy photo)

Ragtop Appraisals, Rick 
Berens – Maple Park, 
Rockford Broach – Rock-

ford, Second Chance 
Bar & Grill, State Farm 
Gregg Marinelli, Stillman 

Bank, Uptown Lanes/
Back Alley Bar & Grill, 
and Weezy’s Sports Bar.

RCH Foundation donates two respiratory ventilators

OREGON — Seren-
ity Hospice and Home 
invites the community 
to attend their annual 
Memorial Service. The 
service will highlight 
Serenity patients who 
have died during the 
past year and is held at 

1 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
3 at Ebenezer Reformed 
Church, 2997 N. German 
Church Road in Oregon. 
Guest speaker Pastor 
Michael Hoffman (Ore-
gon Church of God) will 
present a special program 
offering encouragement 

and hope.
This service is open 

to the public. Please 
call the Serenity office 
at 815-732-4111 to let 
them know how many are 
attending and help them 
prepare, as refreshments 
will be served.

Serenity invites community 
for special memorial service

ROCHELLE — Ogle 
County Extension Master 
Gardeners are partnering 
with Flagg-Rochelle Pub-
lic Library to offer the 
Native Plant Seed Saving 
program. Native plants 
occur naturally and have 
existed for many years in a 
particular region. This free 
workshop is on Thursday, 
Nov. 14, from 6-7 p.m. at 

the Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library located at 619 4th 
Ave. in Rochelle. 

Registered participants 
will participate in this 
interactive workshop by 
exploring the best time to 
harvest seeds. They will 
also learn helpful tips and 
techniques for preserving 
and germinating the seeds 
for the upcoming growing 

season. In addition, there 
will be discussions on the 
benefits of incorporating 
native plants into land-
scapes, including the ad-
vantages and disadvantages 
of growing native plants. 

Be sure to register by 
calling the library at 815-
562-3431 or email Ashley 
at ashleyc@flaggrochelle-
publiclibrary.org.

Extension Master Gardeners offer native 
seed saving program in Rochelle

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) is partnering 
with CPM Recycling Ser-
vices Inc. out of Rockford 
this election season to re-
cycle all of those political 
(and other) yard signs, 
banners, and metal stakes.

Residents can bring 
in all of their political, 
roofing/contractor, event, 
and local sports yard signs, 
banners, and stakes for re-
cycling between Monday, 
Nov. 4 and Friday, Nov. 22 
to the Ogle County Annex 
Building during regular 
business hours.  Labeled 

County offering yard signage recycling
containers will either be 
in the parking lot at the 
south end or just inside the 
detached garage depend-
ing on weather conditions.

Whichever your politi-
cal persuasion or whatever 
your sign is related to, 
the OCSWMD is here to 
get these signs and stakes 
properly recycled, turned 
into useful products, and 
keep them out of the 
winter elements.  Call 
the OCSWMD for more 
information about this 
recycling opportunity at 
815-732-4020 or visit the 
OCSWMD on Facebook 
or on the Ogle County 
website for information 
on all things recycling in 
Ogle County.

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

4585 S. Chana Road, Chana

$525,000 dickersonnieman.com/202405372
WELCOME TO THIS TIDY, ENERGY EFFICIENT RANCH HOME ON 30 ACRES 
MOL! Geothermal heating & cooling, plus solar panels. LR w/woodburning 
stove. Kitchen w/breakfast bar, walk-in pantry, ample storage space. Primary 
bedroom boasts walk-in closet & private bath. Large 2nd bed used as crafting 
room. Full basement w/egress window. 8 acres (MOL) of mature native prairie. 
Property includes barn w/renovated hay loft w/kitchenette, full bath, separate 
sleeping loft. Addt. 3 sided pole barn w/solar panels. Plus so much more!

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

240 S. West Street, Byron

$460,000 dickersonnieman.com/202405991
RIVERFRONT PROPERTY IN BYRON! This custom 4 bed, 4.5 
bath ranch features over 5,000 SF of well maintained living space. 
Gleaming hardwood floors throughout ML. Kitchen boasts deep 
cabinets, appliance garage, SS appliances, butler pantry w/wet bar 
& granite counter top. GR with access to porch overlooking river. 
Master suite w/ 2 walk-in closets, private bath, & balcony access.

JAVEN RANDS
(779) 207-5256

3040 Broadway, Rockford

$114,900 dickersonnieman.com/202405432
EXPANSIVE ALL BRICK BEAUTY IN THE HEART OF ROCKFORD! 
This 2 bedroom home has a walk-up attic and partially finished 
basement with endless possibilities. Could potentially be 5 full 
bedrooms or an apartment for separate living. The basement has 
a partial kitchen and functioning wood burner to heat the house. 
Large open space, beautiful hardwood floors. MUST SEE!

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

NEW PRICE!

NEW LISTING!
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Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase for 
Meridian Community Unit School District  

No. 223

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed  
property tax levy increase for Meridian Community 
Unit School District No. 223, Ogle and Winnebago 
Counties, Illinois for 2024 will be held on November 
7, 2024, at 6:00 PM at the Meridian Junior High 
Board of Education Room, 207 W. Main Street, 
Stillman Valley, IL 61084. 
Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing 
and present testimony to the taxing district may 
contact Dr. PJ Caposey, Superintendent, at 207 W 
Main St., Stillman Valley, 815-980-0310.
II. The corporate and special purpose property  
taxes extended or abated for 2023 were 
$12,291,393.
The proposed corporate and special purpose  
property taxes to be levied for 2024 are 
$13,441,626. This represents a 9.36% increase 
over the previous year.
III. The property taxes extended for debt service 
and public building commission leases for 2023 
were $1,648,880.
The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt 
service and public building commission leases for 
2024 are $1,648,668.  This represents a 0%  
increase over the previous year.
IV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 
2023 were $13,940,273.
The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 
2024 are $15,090,506. This represents a 8.25% 
increase over the previous year. 
No. 1017 (Oct. 28, 2024)

EXTENDED EARLY VOTING HOURS 
Wednesday, October 23, 2024 to Thursday, October 31, 2024

LAURA J. COOK
OGLE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER

We ask that those interested in Early Voting be patient, as we do not know how long 
you may have to wait in line to cast your Vote. We are excited for this election and are 
anticipating a big voter turnout.

We also ask that everyone be respectful of others, as in past elections. We understand 
we live in interesting times. Now more than ever, we hope that everyone will work 
together to make this a positive experience.

NO ELECTIONEERING IS ALLOWED IN THE COURTHOUSE!
THANK YOU! 

If you have questions: Call 815-732-1110 | Visit our website at www.oglecountyil.gov
E-mail us at elections@oglecountyil.gov

10
14

20
24

OREGON — Oregon 
Rotary Club Foundation is 
excited and honored to be 
able to award scholarships 
to six exceptional college 
students this year.  Faith 
Marquardt, Isaac Brooks, 
Owen Ketter, Elizabeth 
Heimer, Grant Cermak 
and Lydia Cermak are the 
applicants whom the board 
agreed best represent the 
ideals of Rotary Interna-
tional this year.  Marquardt 
was given the distinction of 
being named as the 2024 
recipient of the “Helen and 
Andrew Cirksena Schol-
arship.”   

The annual Oregon 
Rotary Club Foundation 
scholarship program be-
gan in 1984, thanks to the 
Cirksena family’s generous 
donation to the club.  The 
club awarded one $500 
college scholarship that first 
year.  Foundation members 

nurtured the scholarship 
program, and it continued to 
develop.  In 2014, the pro-
gram expanded to include 
graduating high school 
seniors due to a generous 
donation from Catherine 
Ehnen.  

Over the years, this 
program has awarded over 
$450,000 to more than 200 
students who best mani-
fested the ideals of Rotary 
International.  The yearly 
decision process is a very 
difficult yet rewarding 
experience because of the 
large number of outstand-
ing applicants that apply 
each year.  The Oregon 
community should be very 
proud of these individuals 
who are not only excellent 
students but participate in 
activities geared toward 
helping others as well.

The Oregon Rotary Club 
Foundation, Inc. appreciates 

the many applicants to the 
scholarship program.  Our 
district is fortunate to have 
so many scholars of distinc-
tion.  The board members 
would like to thank all the 
students for taking the time 
to apply and for sharing their 
talents and leadership in our 
community.  Their hope is 
that these financial awards 
will help the students pursue 
their college education and 
enable them to continue to 
support our fine communi-
ty.  A separate scholarship 
opportunity will be given 
to graduating OHS seniors 
in the spring.

Rotary’s mission has 
always been to provide 
community service, both 
locally and international-
ly.  Becoming a Rotarian 
provides the opportunity to 
do something for someone 
else and to sense the highly 
rewarding self-fulfillment 

that comes with the process.
Oregon Rotary Club is 

always looking for new 
members.  For additional 

information or to apply for 
membership visit their web-
site at https://portal.clubrun-
ner.ca/5761 or email Ro-

tary Club President Kathy 
Groenhagen at kathyg@
serenityhospiceandhome.
org. 

Oregon Rotary Club awards scholarships to local students

The Polo Cub Scout Pack 337 was at The Polo Fresh 
Food Market on Saturday, Oct. 12 from 1-4 p.m. 

selling popcorn. They did very well. Thank you to the 
Scouts that were there: Wesley Diehl, Westlee King, 

Tinley Roop, Cadence and Lincoln Bocker and Keaton 
Lindsey. Thank you to the leaders that were there: 

Lindy Diehl and Heather Roop. Thank you to the 
parents that were there helping: Dustin King, Shawn 
Lindsey and Winton Bocker (not pictured). You all did 

a great job. (Courtesy photos)

Polo Cub Scouts sell popcorn

The Ogle Jolly 4-H Club promoted 4-H during National 4-H Week, Oct. 6-12. 
Members completed a window display at Ladders of Learning Cardinal Corner, 
recorded a service announcement at 102.3 the Coyote radio station, and wore 

their 4-H shirts to school. Shown are Matthew Roos, Bristol Clark, and Gwen Hall 
of Ogle Jolly 4-H Club.  (Submitted by Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle Jolly Reporter)

Ogle Jolly 4-H Club promotes 4-H

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Meridian Com-
munity Unit School Dis-
trict 223 is proud to 
announce that we have 
been Certified™ by Great 
Place To Work® for 
2024! This prestigious 
recognition is based 
entirely on what our 
employees say about 
their experience working 
with us. This year, 84% of 
our employees said it’s a 
great place to work – 27 
points higher than the 
average U.S. company.

Great Place To Work® 
is the global authority 
on workplace culture, 
employee experience, 
and the leadership be-
haviors proven to drive 
market-leading revenue, 
employee retention, and 
innovation.

“Great Place To Work 
Certification is a highly 

coveted achievement that 
requires consistent and 
intentional dedication 
to the overall employee 
experience,” says Sarah 
Lewis-Kulin, vice pres-
ident of global recogni-
tion at Great Place To 
Work. “By earning this 
recognition, Meridian 
Community Unit School 
District 223 stands out 
as one of the top orga-
nizations to work for, 
providing an excellent 
environment for its em-
ployees.”

Superintendent Dr. PJ 
Caposey said, “We are 
incredibly proud to be 
Great Place to Work Cer-
tified for the third year in 
a row. This recognition 
reflects the dedication 
and commitment of our 
leadership team and 
staff to create a positive, 
supportive environment 

for our students and one 
another every day. At 
Meridian CUSD 223, 
we strive to create world 
class results while main-
taining our small town 
values. Our path to doing 
so is to foster a culture 
where people feel valued, 
respected, and inspired to 
grow, and this certifica-
tion affirms that we are 
on the right path.”  

At Meridian Commu-
nity Unit School District 
223, we believe in a 
supportive and inclusive 
work environment where 
employees are truly made 
to feel welcome from day 
one. 87% of our employ-
ees reported feeling wel-
comed when they joined 
the district. This culture 
of belonging reflects our 
commitment to fostering 
an environment where 
everyone thrives.

MCUSD 223 earns 2024 Great 
Place To Work Certification
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LOCAL NEWS

POLO — Sibyl Acker 
was born on April 26, 
1941, to Ervin Arthur 
Anderson and Beulah 
Advana (Nelson) Ander-
son in Capron, Illinois. 
At a very young age, her 
mother, an accomplished 
pianist and organist her-
self, recognized Sibyl’s 
affinity for rhythm. She 
started teaching her piano, 
thus igniting a lifelong 
passion for music. Sibyl 
grew up playing piano, 
then organ, and got her 
degree in music education 
from MacPhail College 
in Minneapolis, MN. She 
became a music teacher 
and continued playing in 
churches and throughout 
the surrounding commu-
nity. 

When she met her fu-
ture husband Larry, she 
found a life partner who 
shared her passion for mu-
sic. For nearly 50 years, 
they were both church or-
ganists/pianists at various 
churches, faithful season 
ticket holders at the Quad 
City Symphony Orchestra 
and were locally known 
for their piano-organ duets 
and four hands on the pia-
no. They often substituted 
for other organists and 
even each other over the 
years. They raised three 
daughters who all played 
instruments, sang in the 
church choirs, turned 
music pages for them, 
and supported a variety of 
musical endeavors. 

Sibyl also supported the 
community with her mu-

sic skills. Like her mother, 
she could naturally play 
by ear (with no music in 
front of her) and transpose 
music into different keys, 
even mid-song. She spent 
many years supporting 
local school musicals, 
accompanying students 
at choir and instrument 
competitions, and playing 
background music for the 
American Association 
of University Women’s 
monthly meetings in the 
Quad Cities, where she 
was a member. She could 
be called upon to play at a 
moment’s notice and even 
played for a family wed-
ding with less than a day’s 
notice when the planned 
organist fell through. She 
grabbed some music, took 
a few requests, and played 
for the ceremony. 

After Larry passed 
away in 2017, she moved 
to Wesley Willows in 
Rockford, and was de-
lighted to learn that her 
skills were both still in 
demand and appreciated. 
She played several chapel 
services per week, prepar-
ing for each service as she 
had throughout her life. 
On October 19, 2024, she 
played her final notes and 
joined Larry. 

She is survived by 
daughters Veronica Acker 
of Springfield, VA, Julie 
Acker of Rockford, IL, 
Holly (Ken) Mathiesen 
of Caledonia, IL; grand-
daughters Ellie and Kate 
Mathiesen

The family would like 

to extend deepest grat-
itude to the entire staff 
of Wesley Willows for 
providing Sibyl such 
excellent care over the 
years, and also to Mercy-
Health Hospice for their 
unwavering support and 
compassionate care over 
the past year.

Funeral services will 
be 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
October 25, 2024, at St. 
Marks Lutheran Church, 
201 N. Division Ave, 
Polo.  Visitation will be 
prior to the service from 
9:00 to 10:30 a.m. also at 
the church.  Burial will 
be immediately following 
services at Fairmount 
Cemetery in Polo.

Memorials may be 
directed to St. Marks 
Lutheran Church in Polo, 
Illinois, Wesley Willows 
in Rockford, Illinois, 
MercyHealth Hospice, or 
to support a performing 
arts organization of your 
choice.  Condolences may 
be sent to The Sibyl Ack-
er Family, PO Box 152, 
Caledonia, Illinois 61011 
or email a condolence 
to www.polofamilyfuner-
alhome.com

OREGON — Anna F. 
Miller (née Fruin) died 
peacefully surrounded 
by family and friends 
October 16, 2024 after 
an unexpected diagno-
sis of liver cancer at 
the age of eighty–eight. 
Beloved wife of Donald 
(deceased). Eldest of six 
children of Geerd and 
Irene Fruin. Survived by 
siblings Florence Fruin, 
Jane O’Connell (Dan), 
Susie Harper (Den). Pre-
ceded in death by siblings 
Dorothy Cramer and 
Richard Fruin. Proud and 
loving mother of Dawn 
M. Miller, OD, FAAO  
(Ray Schuler), Laurie 
A. Miller (Paul Sorrell), 

Donald V. Miller, DDS 
(Jill) and grandmother 
of Jack, George (Erica 
Oren), Jard (Jillian), 
Brink, Jace, and Gregory. 
She will be missed by 
nieces, nephews, in-laws 
and friends.

Graduate of Oregon 
High School and the 
University of Illinois. 
Enjoyed volunteering 
for twenty years at many 
Menomonee Falls or-
ganizations before re-
ceiving her master ’s 
degree from Cardinal 
Stritch College. Taught 
for twenty-one years at 
Kennedy Middle School 
in Germantown. After 
retirement she enjoyed 

volunteering. She lived 
a good and fruitful life 
with loving friends and 
family.

Celebration of life to 
be announced.

Anna’s ashes will be 
interred at Lighthouse 
Cemetery in Oregon, IL.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations welcomed to 
your charity of choice.

OREGON — Her-
schel M. Newcomer, age 
79, of Oregon, passed 
away on Thursday, Octo-
ber 17, 2024, in Peoria, 
IL after an auto accident.

He was born in Dixon, 
IL on May 16, 1945, to 
Maurice and Ruth French 
Newcomer. He was raised 
by his Aunt and Uncle, 
Ella and Charles Adair. 
He married Gloria Kay 
Workman on December 
11, 1966, at Pine Creek 
Christian Church in Polo, 
IL. 

Herschel worked 44 
years at Quebecor Print-
ing in Mt. Morris, IL, and 
farmed for many years 
in Pine Creek Township, 
a true “Pinecricker”. 
Herschel drove for L + 
K Transport later in life. 

He loved John Deere 
antique tractors, classic 
country music, family 
and his friends at the local 
cafe and coffee shop. He 

was also a proud veteran.
Herschel was preced-

ed in death by his parents 
and the Adairs. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Gloria, his chil-
dren, Darrell (Ophelia), 
of Clermont, FL, Kent 
(Agnieszka Golasinska) 
of Plainfield, IL, and 
Shari (Chad Shamon) of 
Chesterton, IN, brothers, 
Harry Dale (Yaun) of 
Winston Salem, NC, Da-
vid (Janette) of Wheaton, 
IL, Steve (Lauren) of 
Cave Junction, OR, Jerry 
(Barb) of Valparaiso, IN, 
Larry (Sandy) of Brown-
town, WI, and Richard of 
Rockford, IL, Aunt Ethel 
(Richard) Mennenga of 
Sterling, IL, grandchil-
dren, Nickolaus and Kev-
in Newcomer of Plain-
field, Carson Shanon of 
Chesterton, IN, and Julia 
Wojdyla of Pustelnik, 
Poland, and many nieces 
and nephews. 

The family would 
like to remind everyone 
to “Please wear your 
seatbelts”

A visitation will be 
held at Polo Family Fu-
neral Home on Thursday, 
October 24, 2024, from 
10:00 to 11:00 AM, with 
the funeral service begin-
ning at 11. The graveside 
service will follow at 
Pine Creek Christian 
Church Cemetery. 

To send condolenc-
es, please visit online 
at www.polofamilyfu-
neralhome.com 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
— Charles Ray Turner Jr 
“Charlie,” passed away 
on October 14, 2024 after 
a long illness, he was 72. 
Charles was born on Oc-
tober 11, 1952 in Dexter, 
MO to Charles R and 
Patsy J (Nash) Turner, 
Charles was known for 
his sense of humor and 
giving spirit.

Professionally, Charles 
was a talented carpenter 
who even went on to 
build his own home. He 
retired from ironworkers 
local 498, and served in 
the Air Force Reserves as 
an aircraft mechanic. His 
hobbies included garden-
ing and spending quality 
time with his grandchil-
dren, often sharing with 
them his love of building 
things, or “tinkering” as 
he used to call it.

Charles is survived 
by his wife Christine 
(Untz) Turner whom he 
was a loving husband 
to, they were married on 
6/11/1977 in Oregon. He 

was a devoted father of 4, 
to Carolyn (Larry) Pairitz, 
Dustin (Jasmine) Turner, 
Jeffrey (Vala) Turner, 
and Melissa (Marquis) 
Gulley. He was a cher-
ished grandfather of 15, 
to Colton (Molly) Gann, 
Kenzie (Lucas) Gann 
Rollinger, Caleb (Leia) 
Friemuth, Elizabeth Pair-
itz, Elizabeth Turner, Al-
lison Turner, Madeleine 
Turner, Eleanor Turner, 
Carol Turner, Sophia 
Turner, Amelia Turner, 
Maria Turner, David 
Turner, Jadon Sowell, and 
Aryanna Gulley. He was 
a great-grandfather of 3, 
Ryan Elizabeth, Hallie 
Francis Gann and Camer-
on Denise Rollinger. He 
was a caring brother to 
Cheryl Ellsworth, Betty 
Sheets, Lynn (Steve) 
Moore.

He was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Charles Turner Sr, and 
sisters, Diana Turner, Lisa 
(Mitch) Holby, and Nancy 
Mattheny, Brother In Law 

Art Ellsworth.
A celebration of life 

ceremony will be held at 
the Davis Junction Fire 
Department at 106 S 
Maple St, Davis Junction, 
IL 61020 on November 9, 
2024 from 2:00 pm- 5:00 
pm.

Charles will be re-
membered for his vibrant 
spirit, his enduring love 
for his family, and his 
ability to tell a story that 
could light up any room.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials would be appre-
ciated and may be made 
at the celebration of life, 
to the family, to help with 
his funeral arrangements.

Charles Ray Turner Jr.

Herschel M. Newcomer

Anna F. Miller

Sibyl Acker

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Kitchen closed Tue.

VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!
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VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Public  
is  

Welcome!

Public  
is  

Welcome!

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784
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POLO POLICE REPORT
POLO — On Oct. 2 at 

2:57 p.m. Austin R. Klapp, 
22, Mt. Morris was cited 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and released 
on a notice to appear. 

On Oct. 2 at 4:30 p.m. 
Andrew J. Swift, 38, Polo 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
no registration, and driv-
ing with a cracked wind-
shield. He was released on 
a notice to appear. 

On Oct. 8 at 10:52 
a.m. Charles Wallance, 
53, Polo, was cited for 
improper display of reg-
istration. 

On Oct. 9 at 4:08 p.m.  
Sean A. Maxwell, 37, 
Woosung, was cited for 
expired registration. 

On Oct. 12 at 2:02 p.m.  
John Payne, 32, Dixon, 
was cited for no seat belt. 

On Oct. 14 at 1:11 
p.m.  Ashley M. Mejia, 
33, Harmon, was cited 
for illegal use of a cell 
phone while driving and 
no front license plate. She 
was released on a notice 
to appear.

On Oct. 14 at 5:31 p.m. 
Dawn M. Frazier, 53, 
Princeton was cited for 
Illegal use of a cell phone 

while driving.
On Oct. 14 at 3 p.m. 

Heather A. Larson, 37, 
Polo, was cited for expired 
registration.

On Oct. 17 at 5:29 p.m. 
Alexanderia M. Cullen, 
26, Dixon was cited for 
illegal use of a cell phone 
while driving.

On Oct. 19 at 12:58 
p.m.  Aimee M. Garcia, 
42, Franklin Grove was 
cited for illegal use of a 
cell phone while driving. 

All charges are merely 
allegations, and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.

W H I T E WAT E R , 
Wis. —A total of 1,465 
students at the University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
were recipients of schol-
arships for the 2024-25 
academic year.

The following local 
students are among the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater scholar-
ship recipients receiving 
financial awards for the 
2024-25 academic year.

Stillman Valley - Norah 

DeRosso, who is studying 
communication, won the 
following scholarship: 
Chancellor Scholars. 

Oregon - Evan Vache, 
who is studying finance, 
won the following schol-
arship: Chancellor Schol-
ars. 

Polo - Laura Wright, 
who is studying environ-
mental science, won the 
following scholarship: 
Chancellor Scholars. 

“On behalf of the 

UW-Whitewater awards 
scholarships to locals

UW-Whitewater Founda-
tion Board of Directors, I 
extend heartfelt congratu-
lations to this year’s schol-
arship recipients,” said 
Katie Kuznacic, president 
of the UW-Whitewater 
Foundation. “Since 1962, 
thousands of individuals, 
families, friends, and 
organizations have gener-
ously contributed to make 
these financial awards 
possible. Their unwaver-
ing support plays a vital 
role in the success of our 
students and the lasting 
impact UW-Whitewater 
alumni have on the econ-
omy. Each year, the sig-
nificance of their contri-
butions is felt through the 
life-changing scholarships 
awarded. We are grateful 
to all of our donors for 
their continued commit-
ment to UW-Whitewater 
students.”
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LOCAL NEWS
OREGON  — The 

First Fridays Open Mic 
presents its monthly show 
at the Oregon VFW this 
Nov. 1. This indoor event 
attracts many talented 
performers, but musicians 
and singers of all skill lev-
els find acceptance from 
its supportive audience.

The show starts at 6:30 
p.m. Admission is free, 
although a jar is available 
for donations. Performers 
can sign up for time slots 
on a first-come-first-serve 
basis, so it’s best to arrive 
by 6 p.m. or earlier. In-
terested parties who have 
questions can contact Jer-
ry Tice, at 815-449-2660.

The VFW is located at 
1310 W. Washington St. in 
Oregon. It provides ample 
parking, along with the 
availability of a restaurant 
and bar within the build-
ing. A fish fry runs from 
4-8 p.m.

First Fridays Open Mic is Nov. 1

Michael Mott, a regular performer at First Fridays, 
entertains the audience with his authentic 19th 
century folk tunes and claw hammer banjo style.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON  — The 
Oregon Lions Club is 
currently taking dona-
tions for the children and 
elderly in North Carolina 
that were victims of recent 
rain, flash floods and hur-
ricane damage that have 
been left without power. 

The club is starting a 
project to help victims to 

pass their lonely hours. 
You can help by mak-
ing donations of dolls, 
barbie dolls, new stuffed 
animals, puzzles (toddler 
to adult), blocks, board 
games, coloring books, 
crayons, colored pencils, 
pencils, pencil sharp-
eners, crossword/word 
search books, baby toys, 

new baby blankets, card 
games, Mexican train 
game, hot wheels cars 
and toddler todays. No 
toys that need batteries 
or charging. 

Drop offs can be done 
Oct. 25-Nov. 8 at the 
Nash Recreation Center 
front desk at 304 S. 5th St., 
Oregon, IL 61061.

OREGON — The An-
nual Meeting of the Ogle 
County Fair Association 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 9 in the 
Farm Bureau Auditorium, 
Pines Road, Oregon.

All fair association 
members are invited to 
attend.  Everyone who 
contributes to the fair or 

volunteers their time is 
a considered a member 
of the association.  All 
members have a voice 
and voting rights at this 
meeting.

A potluck dinner will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., with 
the board providing meat 
dishes, coffee, lemonade, 
and water. Please bring a 

dish to pass and your own 
table service.

After dinner the meeting 
will begin.  The meeting 
will include a review of the 
year’s activities; approval 
of the 2023 annual meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s report, 
audit report; presentation 
of awards; and election of 
three board directors.

During the Oct. 1 Polo Lions Club meeting at the Polo Senior Center, Lions 
member Greg Cross is presenting a $250 donation to Linsey McDaniel of 
Hope Wins. This is her organization that helps parents and their children 
with developmental disabilities. The organization helps connect parents 

and children through relationships. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Lions donate to Hope Wins

Ogle County Fair Association 
Annual Meeting is Nov. 9

Oregon Lions collecting donations 
for North Carolina relief

ADELINE — Election 
packets for the April 1, 
2025 Consolidated Elec-
tion are available from 
Adeline Village Clerk 

Karen Dickinson, 9069 
N. Main St.  President, 
clerk and three trustee 
positions are available.  
All are four-year terms.  

Persons interested must be 
a registered voter and have 
lived in Adeline for at least 
one year.  Filing dates are 
Nov. 12-18, 2024.

Adeline election packets available

POLO — FHLBank 
Chicago awarded Lillian 
Noah Salon a grant of 
$15,000 through its Com-
munity First Accelerate 
Grants for Small Business 
program through part-
nership with First State 
Bank Shannon Polo Lake 
Carroll.

Lillian Noah Salon 
PLLC is named after own-
er Lisa Patton’s daughter 
and son. Lillian Noah Sa-
lon opened in 2022 with a 
small startup budget. This 
grant will create a great 
impact, allowing for the 
ability to purchase a few 

essential furniture pieces 
and tools, including a 
new shampoo bowl, chair 
and styling station. The 
new chair will create a 
comfortable experience 
for both the customer 
and stylist and will be a 
much-needed addition. 
The new styling station 
include an infrared hair 
processor would make 
hair treatments sterile and 
safe. The business is also 
planning on purchasing 
new signage to display in 
the community plaza.

“Being a hairstylist 
is more than just cutting 

hair; it’s touching the 
community and caring for 
the people who live within 
it. I feel great pride that 
this is my life’s work.” 
Patton said.

Accelerate Grants 
assist the growth and 
development of small 
businesses in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, creating eco-
nomic opportunity in the 
communities FHLBank 
Chicago members serve. 
Through its member in-
stitutions, FHLBank Chi-
cago offers grants of up to 
$30,000 to eligible small 
businesses.

FHLBank Chicago awarded Lillian Noah Salon a grant of $15,000 through its 
Community First Accelerate Grants for Small Business program through 
partnership with First State Bank Shannon Polo Lake Carroll.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

First State Bank Shannon Polo Lake Carroll 
announces grant award to Lillian Noah Salon

MEQUON, Wis. – 
Concordia University 
Wisconsin officials have 
released the Spring Honors 
List for the 2023-24 aca-
demic year. To be eligible 

for the honor, students must 
achieve a minimum 3.6 
GPA and complete at least 
12 undergraduate credits.

Among the area stu-
dents named to the list 

were: Davis Junction’s Tori 
Plowman (junior, Ele-
mentary Education) and 
Stillman Valley’s Anna 
Glendenning (sophomore, 
Nursing). 

Locals named to Concordia University 
Wisconsin spring honors list

                     Once again at Christmas time, Oregon VFW Post 8739 will be making  
              and delivering Christmas food baskets to families and individuals who are 
in need in the OREGON AREA. 
We are still going through tough times. Everyone 
is experiencing setbacks. Lack of work, rising 
living cost, medical issues. Groceries are at an 
all-time high. We are asking those who can 
donate for this purpose please be generous again 
this year. Donations can be sent to Oregon VFW 
Post 8739 at 1310 W. Washington St., Oregon IL, 
61061. We normally do 120+ baskets. We feel the 
number will be much larger this year. We want 

to send a heartfelt 
thanks to those who 
donate as well as 
The Snowblazers who 
volunteer to deliver 
them every year. It truly 
makes people happy. 
Any family or 
individual who is 
in need must call 
the VFW Monday thru Thursday from 4 PM till 7 PM 
(815-732-6851). Please do not call on Fridays as our 
phone and people are busy with other work. We will 
start taking calls November 6. In order to order food we 
will stop taking calls November 27. Each individual 
or family must call for themselves. Even if you have 
called in the past you need to call this year to update 
your information and make sure you are on the list. We 
will only ask for address, phone number and number 
living in your household. Baskets may be a little different 
due to shortages in food supplies. 
An adult must be home December 21, 2024 to receive 
the basket. Delivery’s will start around 8:30 AM and 

should be finished by noon. If no answer when we deliver basket will be donated to 
a food pantry. 
We will start taking phone calls November 6. We ask you to please be patient 

we know this is important.

815-732-6851 
VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

Oregon Area Only

VFW FOOD BASKETS  
FOR THOSE IN NEED

Donate
Food

Drop off, mail to, or deliver to: 
Oregon VFW Post 8739
1310 W. Washington St.  

Oregon, IL, 61061

Families/Individuals 
in Need

Must Call the VFW
Monday - Thursday

4PM-7PM • 815-732-6851
DO NOT CALL ON FRIDAYS

Volunteer
Your Time

Take Phone Calls • Deliver Baskets  
Accept Food • Make Baskets

November 27, 2024
We will stop taking calls. 
Each individual or family 
must call for themselves, 
even if you called in the 
past you must call again 

this year.

November 6, 2024
We will start taking calls. 
Please be patient with us, 

it is as important to us as it 
is to you.

December 21, 2024
Food Basket Drop 

off Date
An Adult must be home

10282024
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for 
publication, but the use of any material is at the 

discretion of management. All letters must be signed or 
they will not be considered for publication. During 

election times, no letters written by the candidates 
endorsing themselves will be considered for publication. 
Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid 
obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers 
are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or 

personal attacks. Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the 

publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the 
order that they are received, unless there is a time factor 

involved, space permitting.

Emily
McGinnis

There’s never been a 
more stressful time to be a 
teacher. I say that as some-
one who worked in K-12 
schools for more than 20 
years, first as a teacher 
and then as a principal. 
Educators enter the pro-
fession out of a passion 
for teaching and helping 
kids. But today, they’re 
leaving in droves. Be-
tween 2020 and 2022, 
about 300,000 public 
school teachers and staff 
quit. K-12 teachers have 
the highest burnout rate 
of any profession. 

Nearly a third are 
c o n s i d e r i n g  l e a v -
ing the  profess ion. 
For the sake of the next 
generation, school dis-
tricts and local govern-
ments need to figure out 
how to keep teachers in 
classrooms. Improved 
salaries would help — 
teachers are underpaid. 
But even that wouldn’t 
entirely solve the problem. 
We need to turn schools 
back into places where 
teachers want to be. Many 
of these institutions are no 
longer havens for learning. 
Pressure on teachers has 
mounted over the years 
as society has made them 
scapegoats in cultural and 
political battles. 

They face unprece-
dented criticism from 
p a r e n t s  a n d  g o v -
ernmental  off ic ia ls . 
Stressors are also in-
creasing inside. Schools 
are growing more vio-
lent. Since the pandem-
ic, 38% of K-12 schools 
have seen an increase in 
physical violence between 
students, 45% have seen 
an increase in threats, 
and 37% report 
an increase in 
b u l l y i n g . 
The teacher 
shortage, along 
with staff cuts, 
force those who 
remain to take 
on more respon-
sibilities — su-
pervising morning drop-
off, recess, or afterschool 
programs. 

Most teachers can’t 
afford to spend more time 
on the job. Already, more 
than 80%of teachers have 
worked a second job to 
help make ends meet.  
Burnout is a downward 
spiral. It drives teachers 
away, which increases 
the workload -- and burn-
out -- of those who stay. 
Of course, the elephant in 
the classroom is money. 

Local and state gov-
ernments must allo-

cate more funding to 
their public schools. 
Instead, states like Con-
necticut and Utah are 
slashing education bud-
gets. Tennessee, South 
Carolina, and Oklaho-
ma are considering re-
jecting billions in federal 
education funding. Nearly 
$200 billion in Covid-era 
federal aid is set to expire 
soon. 

In Texas, law-
makers failed to ap-
prove teacher pay 
increases despite a 
$38.7 billion surplus. 
We need to increase 
school funding to re-
tain and attract more 
teachers. But how 
we go about using 

funds is just as important. 
Schools should prioritize 
hiring assistant teachers 
and tutoring services. 
Even schools dealing with 
budget cuts can make 
changes to support their 
teachers. 

For instance, adminis-
trators can show teachers 
they value their expertise 
by standing behind their 
decisions when dealing 
with quarrelsome parents. 
It also makes a difference 
to respect their time. 

When I was a teacher, 
I’d often be up by 5 a.m., 

at school by 6:30 a.m., 
and home at 6 p.m., all 
while juggling family 
responsibilities — and 
preparing the next day’s 
lesson on my own time. 
It doesn’t cost any money 
to have administrative 
staff take turns covering 
morning drop-off or 
lunch supervision. As 
a principal, I provid-
ed teachers with meals 
donated by local restau-
rants, freeing up time 
after work so they could 
enjoy dinner at home 
with their families.

If we care about chil-
dren, we have to nurture 
their teachers. Too many 
have lost the joy of ed-
ucating. By respecting 
their time and improving 
their workplaces, we can 
bring that joy back.

Emily McGinnis is the 
K-12 education market 
manager at KI, a global 
furniture manufacturer 
in Green Bay, Wis. She 
previously spent 21 years 
as a teacher and princi-
pal in the Charlotte, N.C. 
area and holds masters 
degrees in teaching and 
school administration 
from Wingate University. 
This piece originally ran 
in the Dallas Morning 
News. 

DEAR editor,
“ T h e r e ’ s 

something hap-
pening here, But what it 
is ain’t exactly clear…” 
Words from a great Buf-
falo Springfield song (For 
What It’s Worth) written 
by Stephen Stills. “…
There’s battle lines being 
drawn, Nobody’s right 
if everybody’s wrong, 
Young people speaking 
their minds, Getting so 
much resistance from 
behind. It’s time we stop, 
Hey, what’s that sound?, 
Everybody look, what’s 
going down?...”. 

It was written in 1966 
when the U.S. had over 
385,000 troops in Viet-
nam. (https://www.pbs.
org/battlefieldvietnam/
timeline/index1) These 
were turbulent times. 
Remember Kent State – 
May 4, 1970. Members of 
the Ohio National Guard 
fired into a crowd of 
protesters at Kent State 
University and killed four 
students and wounded 
nine.   (https://www.kent.
edu/may-4-historical-ac-
curacy) (Another great 
song memorialized that 
– Ohio by CSNY).

Could this happen 
again? National Guard 
or military attacking 
protesters speaking up 
about a policy or action 
they disagree with? On 
Oct. 14. Trump, who was 
President and is running 
again, said: “…I think 
the bigger problem are 
the people from within. 
We have some very bad 
people.… Radical left 
lunatics. I think it should 
be very easily handled by, 
if necessary, by National 
Guard, or if really neces-
sary, by the military…”

A former President 
suggested using the mil-
itary to handle what 
he called “the enemy 
from within” on Election 
Day! (https://www.cnn.
com/2024/10/13/poli-
tics/trump-military-en-
emy-from-within-elec-
tion-day/index.html) In 
a Trump administration, 

using his words, anyone 
who openly disagrees 
with him is “the enemy 
from within” and appar-
ently it would be accept-
able for the military to 
attack them anyone who 
doesn’t agree with his 
policies.

Women’s rights are 
now an important issue 
to me as I get ready to 
vote for our next Presi-
dent. In 1920, with the 
ratification of the 19th 
amendment, women (at 
least white women) were 
granted the right to vote. 
With Jim Crow laws and 
other barriers, some black 
women didn’t get that 
right until 1965. 

Today, in 2024, the 
right of a woman 
to access neces-
sary reproductive 
health care dis-
cussed and decid-
ed on between her 
and her doctor (and 
no one else!) is dependent 
on what state she lives 
in. This is a right that we 
had from 1973 until 2022. 
The impact of taking a 
healthcare right away 
from women has had a 
significant impact on ma-
ternal health (numbers are 
different depending on 
the source, but all report 
an increase in maternal 
mortality in states with 
any type of abortion ban).  
Women have died because 
they couldn’t receive the 
healthcare they needed 
since Roe was overturned 
– here are two names to 
remember: Amber Ni-
cole Thurman and Can-
di Miller (https://www.
pbs.org/newshour/show/
investigation-links-geor-
gias-abortion-ban-to-pre-
ventable-deaths-of-2-
women).

All of us need to use 
our voice and our vote 
to ensure that rights are 
NOT taken away from 
Americans (including the 
right to vote) and that we 
retain our First Amend-
ment rights to peacefully 
protest without fear of 
being attacked by the 

military. 
We should look at 

character, empathy and 
policy when making our 
decision on who to vote 
for in this historic elec-
tion. Will they respect our 
democratic structure that 
has survived for 248 years 
so far? Will they govern 
for ALL Americans, or 
just those who voted for 
them? 

When evaluating the 
policies of each candi-
date, in addition to look-
ing at the platform on their 
websites listen to what 
they say at rallies and 
how they say it. In inter-
views can they coherently 
describe how they will 
implement their policies? 

For those who are 
in AARP, the Oc-
tober edition of the 
Bulletin includes 
the transcript of 
interviews they did 
with both Harris 

and Trump about their 
policies. (https://www.
aarp.org/benefits-dis-
counts /members-on-
ly-access/aarp-bulletin/) 
Well worth the read – a 
hint, Trump’s answers are 
fairly incoherent and sim-
ilar to his rally speeches.

Maya Angelou said: 
“When someone shows 
you who they are, be-
lieve them”. Watch both 
Vice President Harris 
and candidate Trump at 
their rallies. Look at their 
choice for running mate – 
is that person experienced 
and qualified to take over 
as President if needed 
to? How do the candi-
dates treat other people, 
especially people who 
challenge them? Have 
they both agreed to accept 
the results of the election, 
without conditions?

To some people, the 
decision of who to vote 
for is easy – they might 
call it a no-brainer based 
on their values, ideology 
and knowledge of the 
candidates. Some may 
stress over the decision 
because they feel they just 
don’t know enough about 

the candidates. Some just 
don’t sweat it, they will 
just decide when they 
get in the voting booth. 
And of course there are 
those who just opt out of 
the process for various 
reasons (“my vote doesn’t 
count anyway”, “I just 
don’t care”, “it doesn’t 
affect me”). 

As I have gotten older I 
realize how important the 
selection of a President 
and Federal and State 
representation is. A func-
tional government works 
for everyone in this coun-
try – elected officials may 
have different approaches 
on solving problems, but 
they take their oath to our 
constitution seriously and 
respect our institutions 
and people. They listen to 
each other, find common 
ground and negotiate 
solutions that they believe 
will solve problems. 

We are facing a choice 
between Harris, who has 
taken and respected her 
oath multiple times in 
various jobs and Trump, 
who believes that Jan. 6, 
2021 was a “day of love” 
and will only accept the 
results of the 2024 elec-
tion if he wins. 

Trump has trampled 
on our democracy and 
will tear it apart if elected 
again – just look at the 
table of contents for Proj-
ect 2025. Think it won’t 
affect you? How would 
you feel if the Dept. of 
Agriculture was elimi-
nated, or Social Security 
was cut or eliminated? 
What about mass depor-
tation of immigrants and 
rescinding protections 
for Dreamers? This is his 
plan. Listen to people who 
worked for him – they are 
sounding alarm bells. 

Our right to vote comes 
with responsibility – we 
the people are responsible 
for the choice we make 
in this election and how 
that choice will affect our 
future. Choose wisely. 

Linda Pottinger
Oregon

PAID LETTER

Letter: The time has come 
to make your choice

How to keep teachers from leaving their jobs 

I served for 33 years in 
the United States Mil-
itary. As the former 

commanding officer of the 
Navy’s largest aviation train-
ing installation at Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, I know 
firsthand the deep relation-
ships between military avia-
tion and our airline industry. 
The airline industry has been 
one of the leading employ-
ers for America’s service 
members, employing more 
than 50,000 veterans. I’ve 
been fortunate to fly all over 
the world for both military 
and personal reasons, but 
no matter where I travel, I 
always know I’ll be treated 
with kindness and dignity 
when I fly on a U.S. airline.  
U.S. airlines offer discounts, 
waive fees, and provide 
many other perks for active 
duty and veterans alike. 
To make the most of these 
opportunities, active-duty 
personnel and veterans 
should check out the mili-
tary benefits airlines offer 
before finalizing travel 
arrangements.

Discounted fares 
and vacation packages  
Many airlines offer dis-
counted fares for trav-
el itineraries -- includ-
ing leisure and vacation. 
Alaska, American, Hawai-
ian, JetBlue, and United 
all offer reduced fares for 
the military community 
through a partnership with 
WeSalute+ — a benefits 
and discount program for 
active duty and veterans, 
and their immediate fami-
lies. Southwest also offers 
lower fares not available to 
the public if you call ahead. 
Several airlines even of-
fer discounts on vacation 
packages. Delta Vacations 
offers military discounts up 
to $200 on a flight-and-hotel 
package. American Airlines, 
meanwhile, offers 10% 
discounts for vacation pack-
ages through WeSalute+.

Check extra bags for free 
(and bring your pets too!) 
Most airlines waive baggage 
fees for members of the 
military community. Alas-
ka, American, and JetBlue 
offer up to five free checked 
bags per flight, for example, 
depending on whether the 
flight is for duty or leisure. 
Many airlines also let mem-
bers of the military com-
munity ship their pets — a 
benefit not typically offered 
to the general public. This 

is something we took full 
advantage of when we 
were stationed overseas in 
Belgium. Active-duty ser-
vicemembers who are relo-
cating or traveling on-orders 
should check airline policies 
to see if their four-legged 
friends can fly for free. 
Semper Fido! 

An enhanced air-
p o r t  e x p e r i e n c e 
Airports can get chaot-
ic, especially around the 
holidays. Members of the 
military community, how-
ever, may be eligible for 
a little extra comfort, con-
venience, and relaxation. 
Most airlines offer priority 
boarding to members of 
the military and their fam-
ilies. Early boarding offers 
a chance to secure overhead 
storage for carry-ons and 
get settled into a seat before 
the single-file procession of 
other passengers starts down 
the narrow aisle. We sure ap-
preciated this when we were 
moving overseas with two 
small children, two cats, and 
more bags than a discount 
shopper on black Friday! 
Military travelers flying 
with American, United, or 
Alaska Airlines can enjoy 
airline clubs and lounges 
before boarding, depending 
on the airport and availabili-
ty. Whether it’s to hang with 
the family, find a nook to 
read, grab a snack, or grab 
a catnap, these lounges offer 
a quiet space to relax before 
boarding.

Know what deals, dis-
counts, and perks are 
available before you book! 
Traveling can be stressful for 
anyone. To relieve stress and 
save both time and money, 
members of the military 
community should make 
a point of looking into the 
discounts, perks, and ameni-
ties available to them before 
they book. Our airlines offer 
these discounts because they 
appreciate and value the 
sacrifices our servicemem-
bers and their families make 
every day -- something a 
great number of airline em-
ployees have experienced as 
veterans themselves.

Captain Tim “Lucky” 
Kinsella, USN (Ret), is the 
executive director of the 
Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & 
Overholtz Center for Lead-
ership at the University of 
West Florida. He served 33 
years in the United States 
Navy.

Airlines offer many perks 
and discounts for the 
military community  

* On Nov. 11, 1831, Nat 
Turner, an American slave 
and educated minister who 
believed that he’d been 
chosen by God to lead his 
people into freedom, was 
hanged in Jerusalem, Vir-
ginia, for leading a revolt 
with 75 followers through 
Southampton County, kill-
ing about 60 white people.

* On Nov. 12, 1969, 
investigative journalist 
Seymour Hersh revealed 
the extent of the U.S. Ar-

my’s charges against 1st Lt. 
William L. Calley at My 
Lai, Vietnam, in a cable 
picked up by more than 
30 newspapers, saying that 
“The Army says he [Cal-
ley] deliberately murdered 
at least 109 Vietnamese 
civilians during a search-
and-destroy mission in 
March 1968, in a Viet 
Cong stronghold known 
as ‘Pinkville.’”

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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OREGON — Once 
again at Christmas time, 
Oregon VFW Post 8739 
will be making and de-
livering Christmas food 
baskets to families and 
individuals who are in 
need in the Oregon area.

We are still going 
through tough times. Ev-
eryone is experiencing 
setbacks. Lack of work, 
rising living cost, medical 
issues. Groceries are at an 
all-time high. We are ask-
ing those who can donate 
for this purpose please be 
generous again this year.

Donations can be sent 
to Oregon VFW Post 8739 
at 1310 W. Washington 
St.,

Oregon IL, 61061. We 
normally do 120+ bas-
kets. We feel the number 
will be much larger this 
year. We want to send a 
heartfelt thanks to those 
who donate as well as 
The Snowblazers who 
volunteer to deliver them 
every year. It truly makes 
people happy.

Any family or individ-
ual who is in need must 
call the VFW Monday thru 
Thursday

from 4-7 p.m. (815-
732-6851). Please do not 
call on Fridays as our 
phone and people are busy 
with other work. We will 
start taking calls Nov. 6. In 
order to order food we will 
stop taking calls Nov. 27. 
Each individual or family 
must call for themselves. 
Even if you have called in 

the past you need to call 
this year to update your 
information and make 
sure you are on the list. We 
will only ask for address, 
phone number and number 
living in your household.

Baskets may be a little 
different due to shortages 
in food supplies.

An adult must be home 

Dec. 21 to receive the 
basket. Deliveries will 
start around 8:30 a.m. 
and should be finished by 
noon. If no answer when 
we deliver basket will be 
donated to a food pantry.

We will start taking 
phone calls Nov. 6. We ask 
you to please be patient 
we know this is important.

SCOTT TOWNSHIP 
— Petitions for the positions 
of supervisor, road commis-
sioner, clerk and trustees 
are now available for Scott 

Township. Petitions packets 
for the 2025 Consolidated 
Election may be picked up 
at the Ogle County Clerk’s 
office. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Scott 
Township Clerk, Laura 
Sullivan at (815) 670-8150 
or the Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office.

LOCAL NEWS

Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina 
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 815-222-8869  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance  815-255-9181
Veteran’s Crisis Line  988 then press 1
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Craft & Vendor ShowCraft & Vendor Show
*Sip -n- Shop*

Saturday, November 9thSaturday, November 9th
10am - 3pm10am - 3pm

Mendota Civic Center
1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota

Free admission • Free parking

10
14
20
24

SCOTT TOWNSHIP 
— Notice is hereby given 
that the Scott Township 
Clerk’s office will be open 
7-7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
18 for the purpose of ac-

cepting candidate petitions 
for the 2025 Consolidated 
Election to be held on April 
1, 2025.

Petition packets are 
available at the Ogle Coun-

ty Clerk’s office. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Scott Township 
Clerk Laura Sullivan (815) 
670-8150 or the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office.

Scott Township petitions now available

Scott Township to accept candidate petitions

POLO — Polo Wom-
en’s Club will be distrib-
uting new or slightly used 
winter coats and other out-
erwear on Saturday, Nov. 
2 from 9 a.m. until noon 
at Crossroads Community 
Church, 205 N. Jefferson 
Ave., Polo.

The outerwear will be 
available on a first come, 
first served basis, and there 
is no cost for any item(s) 

selected.  This event is 
open to the public and 
not limited to the Polo 
community.

If you want to donate 
new or gently used items, 
there are drop boxes lo-
cated at First State Bank 
Shannon-Polo, Polo Se-
nior Center and Polo 
Pharmacy until Oct. 31.  

Polo Women’s Club is 
a charitable organization 

organized in 1921 to serve 
the needs of the area.  This 
is the fifth annual Coat 
Drive organized by the 
PWC along with Cross-
roads Community Church.  
In 2023 over 240 coats and 
other winter outerwear 
were collected thanks to 
the generosity of the com-
munity.   If you have any 
questions, contact Sheila 
Dean (815) 677-6877.

Oregon VFW offers food baskets to those in need

BYRON — Byron 
Police Department’s Op-
eration Santa has been 
making Christmas a little 
brighter for the less fortu-
nate children in the Byron 
community for the past 34 
years.  Kiwanis Club of 
Byron has been partnering 
with the police department 
for 16 years, hosting a 
breakfast with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus where all mon-
etary donations benefit 
Operation Santa.

Kiwanis Club of Byron 
is once again offering 
Breakfast with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus! This year’s 
event will be held in the 
cafeteria at Mary Mor-
gan Elementary school, 
Byron, on Saturday, Dec. 
7 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
We will have a kids corner 

this year with games and 
prizes also.  Breakfast 
will consist of pancakes, 
sausage, applesauce, 
juice, milk, and coffee. 
Breakfast is free, however 
monetary donations will 
be greatly appreciated to 
help provide gifts to those 
in need. 

If you are unable to 
make breakfast and would 
like to contribute, please 
make checks payable to 
OPERATION SANTA. 
They can be dropped off at 
the Byron Police Depart-
ment or mailed to Byron 
Police Department, PO 
Box 923, Byron, Il 61010 
or mailed to the Kiwanis 
Club of Byron, PO Box 
555, Byron, Il 61010.  You 
may also donate online 
this year at https://give-

butter.com/operationsanta 
Thank you for all your 

help making Christmas a 
little brighter!

Operation Santa con-
tinues to succeed through 
dedicated volunteers and 
thrives on the generosity 
of our community mem-
bers. Through this pro-
gram, over 5,000 children 
have received Christmas 
gifts. 

Parents or guardians of 
school age children who 
would benefit from the 
Operation Santa program 
are asked to call or stop 
into the Byron Police De-
partment, 815-234-5000, 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to register. NAMES 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
NO LATER THAN FRI-
DAY, NOV. 15. 

LEAF RIVER — The 
afternoon will begin with 
the Leaf River Lions spon-
sored Costume Contest at 
4:30 p.m., which will be 
held at the Bertolet Me-
morial Building.  Weather 
permitting the contest may 
be outside.

There will be several 
different classes for judg-
ing as follows:  0-2 years; 
3-4 years; five years and 
kindergarten; first grade, 
second grade, third grade, 
fourth grade, fifth grade, 
middle school, high school 
and adult.  First place in 

each division will receive 
$5, second place will re-
ceive $3 and runner up will 
receive $1 (everyone will 
receive a prize).  New this 
year is the group theme, 
with a first prize of $10 
and second prize of $5.  
Each individual can also 
participate in their indi-
vidual group. Everyone in 
costume will receive a free 
hot dog sandwich, chips and 
lemonade.  There will be hot 
dog meals available for do-
nation for those not dressed 
up.  Come and enjoy seeing 
the many costumes and the 

fun everyone is having. You 
can also enjoy a bite to 
eat before getting all that 
candy!

“Trunk ’n Treat” event 
will follow, starting at 5 
p.m.  We invite the public to 
park their cars along Blaine 
and Second Streets, with 
their trunks open, ready to 
pass out treats.  Those in 
costume will proceed along 
the rows of cars and receive 
their treats.  The village has 
agreed to block off the area 
to provide a safe place for 
trick or treating. 

Happy Halloween!

Oct. 31 Halloween activities 
in Leaf River scheduled

On Saturday, Sept. 28 the Polo Lions Club had a table uptown Polo at the Chili 
Cookoff. Polo Lions member Jeff Short was selling the Polo Lions Holiday Meat 

Raffle tickets. The Polo Lions Club will be selling tickets from now until Dec. 7. The 
five winners will be drawn during Polo’s Christmas Festival. The five prizes are: 

first and second is a quarter beef with freezer, third and fourth is half hog, and the 
fifth prize is a $100 certificate to Polo Fresh Food Market. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Lions sell meat raffle tickets

BPD’s Operation Santa is underway

Polo Women’s Club offers free coats
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A Tribute To
Joseph E. Dvorak

US Air Forece/WWII
His Daughter, Kathy 

Personette

A Tribute To
Jimmy Broderick

US Army/Vietnam/
Agent Orange

Widow, Jan Broderick

A Tribute To
Clinton E. Strouse

US Army 
Your Love Family

A Tribute To
Wayne E. Suter

US Navy 1-51 to 11-54 
DD787-BT

Your Wife of 60+ Years, 
Rudy & Family

A Tribute To
Gary Hassler

US Army/1971-1973
His Wife Judy and Sons, 
Mat and Andy and Their 

Families

A Tribute To
Ronnie O’Sullivan

US Army-Vietnam
The OʼSullivan Family 

With Love

A Tribute To
Charles Snyder

US Navy
WW II & Korea

We Love You!
– The Schnorr Family

A Tribute To
Grant “Fuzz” Riggs

US Army WW II, European 
1943-1945 Wounded Aug. 23 in 

Germany, Deceased
James William

A Tribute To
Spec. 4 Jim Grygiel

US Army, Berlin German 
279th STA. Hospital

Jim, Jenny, Alex & Cian 
Grygiel

A Tribute To
Henry E. Ehmen

Air Force/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
John V. Ehmen Sr.

US Army/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
Robert E. Personette
US Marine Corps/Korean 

War
His Wife, Kathy Personette 

Love You, Bob

Remember Your VeteranRemember Your Veteran
Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. 

Honor your veteran with a photo to be published on Monday, November 11th, 2024.Honor your veteran with a photo to be published on Monday, November 11th, 2024.

A Tribute to

John Smith
US Army/WW II
Form His Wife

Mary Smith

We Salute Those 
Who Have Served 

Our Country
(Members of Armed Forces Past or Present)

Cost: $10.00
Deadline Tue., Nov. 5 at Noon

To remember your veteran fi ll 
out the form below, enclose 
your picture and check for 

$10.00 and mail to:

P.O. Box 175
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-732-2156

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

A Tribute to:  __________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service/War:  _________________________________________________________________
From:  ________________________________________________________________________________
Person Placing Ad (Name, Address & Phone):  ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Check for $10.00 is enclosed:

10
14

20
24

From page 1

Carter said October 
has also included speaking 
engagements for HOPE, 
along with a raffle fund-
raiser through HOPE 
Chest, the organization’s 
thrift store arm that raises 
funds to help with domestic 
violence relief initiatives. 

HOPE of Ogle County 
provides safety planning, 
support, shelter and refer-
rals while empowering sur-
vivors to build a safe and 
peaceful future. It offers 
counseling, assistance and 
resources to those who are 
contending with the effects 
of abusive relationships. 
The nonprofit is available 
24/7 to listen and provide 
support and court advoca-
cy services are available 
as well. HOPE has offices 
in Rochelle, Oregon and 
Polo.

Carter said raising 
awareness in the commu-
nity has become easier in 
recent years as HOPE has 
gotten more ingrained in 
the community and peo-
ple have become more 
comfortable talking about 
domestic abuse. 

“We’re hearing more 
now from people that we 
talk to when we do presen-

tations about their family 
members or themselves 
going through it,” Carter 
said. “That speaks a lot 
to the fact that people are 
feeling more comfortable 
talking about domestic 
abuse. That it’s not as taboo 
as it was 10 years ago. We 
can talk more openly about 
it and people feel more 
comfortable talking about 
their experiences with it. 
The conversation doesn’t 
have to be about shame 
anymore. It can be about 
awareness. That’s really 
rewarding.”

HOPE staff members 
were asked this month to 
submit their own mes-
sages on what they want 
the community to know 
about domestic violence. 
Carter’s involved how 
abusers don’t look or act 
like abusers in public, 
and can sometimes even 
outwardly act kind and 
generous in public. 

Carter will be soon re-
tiring as HOPE’s executive 
director. Rebecca Laudati, 
the next executive director 
of HOPE, chose her mes-
sage for the community 
to revolve around the idea 
of control in domestic 
violence situations. 

“What I want people to 

PLEDGE: Local organizations raising awareness for domestic violence

know is that it’s not that 
somebody loses control 
and becomes violent,” 
Laudati said. “It’s that 
somebody takes control by 
using violence. People can 
maintain control at work or 
in public and have friends, 
family and relationships. 
They can gain control over 
a situation that’s not going 
their way by using violence 
or intimidation or words to 
control another person.”

During and in the af-
termath of the COVID-19 
pandemic, HOPE saw 
more need for its services, 
likely due to relationship 
partners spending more 
time in their homes togeth-
er. Carter said that people 
in the community are still 
impacted by that isolation 
and shift in their relation-
ships today. 

The pandemic also 
brought economic fac-
tors with it that influence 
domestic violence needs, 
such as more mental health 
issues and people facing 
financial hardship with 
higher prices of goods, and 
scarce affordable rental 
housing for survivors.

“Everything is harder 
and on a higher level 
and that makes working 
through life harder,” Lau-
dati said. 

Carter said using cor-
rect terms and messaging 
matter when discussing 
domestic violence. 

“Sometimes instead 
of the term ‘strangula-
tion’, people use the word 
‘choked,’” Carter said. 
“That brings down the 
seriousness of the crime 
when people hear it. We 

want people to be more 
educated on what stran-
gulation really is. It’s very 
dangerous and it happens 
very quickly.”

Carter said strangula-
tion prevents blood flow 
from getting the brain, and 
stressed how deadly it can 
be. When a strangulation 
is involved in an abusive 
relationship dynamic, the 
abuser is 450 percent more 
likely to murder that per-
son, she said. 

On Oct. 15, the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
began investigating the 
murder of Jaedyn Hill, a 
16-year-old Ashton girl. 
The next day, police ar-
rested David J. Sosa, 17, 
of Ashton, for murder in 
connection to Hill’s death. 
Hill and Sosa lived togeth-
er and were in a dating 

relationship. The prelimi-
nary cause of Hill’s death 
was ruled as strangulation, 

“Raising awareness in 
the community does bring 
more folks to our door,” 
Carter said. “When we go 
into the schools and talk 
about warning signs, it 
also brings more teens to 
our door. With the case of 
the teens in Ashton, these 
things happen a lot more 
than we know and unfortu-
nately end in consequences 
like that periodically. But 
every day there’s abuse 
going on similar to that to 
teens and adults. What we 
can hopefully take from 
something so horrifying 
like that is more education. 
We want more education in 
the community and more 
folks who understand those 
dynamics.”

Pledging organizations and businesses include the Rochelle Police Department, Rochelle Fire Department, 
Expressions Salon in Rochelle, Cypress House in Rochelle, Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center, the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office, Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, Sauk Valley Voices of Recovery, HOPE Chest, Lincoln 
Manor, the Ogle County Circuit Clerk’s Office, Tri-County Opportunities Council, the City of Rochelle, Ogle 
County 911 Dispatch, Rosati’s Pizza in Rochelle, the Ogle County Probation Department, and Fashion Nails in 
Rochelle.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 33 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

@Hazelscafe @hazelscafe

Located right downtown Oregon !!!

307 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL | (815) 732-7017

More than 20 different locally 
roasted coffee beans for you to 

take home and brew!
 Focusing on CLEANER EATING and DRINKING! 

Handmade Chocolates
& Catering menu available!

We also offer locally prodcued items to shop in-house! 
Open til 7 on Thursday and Friday!

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

Hair, Skin 
    &  
  Nails

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334

On Farm  
Tire Service 

815-225-7411
Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We’re here to help.
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David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow
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1500 W. Washington
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Senior Products • Medicare Supplements
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Nov. 9: In honor of 
Veterans Day, the Leaf 
River Lions Club is having 
a lunch drive thru on Nov. 9 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Do-
nations will be accepted for 
the meal, which will ben-
efit the Rockford Veterans 
Drop-In Center.  We will be 
serving a brat or beef hot 
dog meal, complete with 
chips, applesauce and a 
beverage.  Drive to the Old 

Fire Station next to the Ber-
tolet Memorial Building in 
Leaf River (103 W. Second 
St.) and help us support our 
veterans.  Thank you to all 
veterans!

Nov. 9: UCB Fellow-
ship of the United Church 
of Byron is having their an-
nual Harvest Feast Turkey 
Dinner on Saturday, Nov. 
9 from 4-7 pm. Tickets 
are now on sale! Tickets 

can be purchased through 
the church office during 
the week, before or after 
the 10:30 a.m. service 
on Sundays or at https://
givebutter.com/UCBtur-
keydinner2024. This year 
the meals will be done in 
a little different manner 
with carry-outs and dine-
in available. To avoid 
congestion and to smooth 
serving we will split serv-

ing into two different 
time periods; 4-5 p.m. 
(carry-out only) and 5-7 
p.m. (dine-in & carry-out). 
You must select your meal 
type when purchasing tick-
ets. You must have your 
tickets (either printed or 
on your phone) when com-
ing for your meals. The 
church is located at 701 
W. Second St. in Byron. 
The dinner will include 

turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes with gravy, green 
beans, cranberries, cole 
slaw and dessert. All tick-
ets must be purchased in 
advance either in person 
at the church or online. 
The last day to purchase 
tickets online will be 
Friday, Nov. 8. Tickets 
are limited so get yours 
early! Tickets purchased 
in person at the church will 

be $15 for all carry-outs 
and adult dine-in, $8 for 
children 5-10 dine-in and 
free for children four and 
under for dine-in. Tickets 
purchased online will 
be $16 for all carry-outs 
and adult dine-in, $9 for 
children 5-10 dine-in. For 
more information, please 
call the church office 
at 815-234-8777. www.
unitedchurchofbyron.org
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He did his family med-
icine residency at Fox 
Valley Family Medicine 
in Appleton, Wisconsin.

“I wanted to move back 
closer to family and I found 
Rochelle and it was a fit, 
being able to practice in a 
small town and be closer to 
family,” Isaacson said. “A 
physician recruiter reached 
out to me about this job. 
I was really intrigued by 
how close it was to Au-
rora and how I could do 
outpatient work, inpatient 
work and procedures in 
the office. I talked to the 
recruiter and came here and 
did an interview and I was 
impressed with this place. 
I loved the facilities and 
everyone was super nice 
and down to Earth and my 
values and the hospital’s 
values lined up in terms 
of taking care of patients 
and focusing on them 
as humans and not just 
pushing people through the 
doors as numbers. It was an 
easy choice to come here 
after that.”

Isaacson started with 
RCH the first week of 
September and said things 
have gone “really well” so 
far, with his schedule start-
ing to pick up with patients. 
Isaacson found his passion 
for rural family medicine 
while shadowing a family 
physician in rural Iowa 
when I was an undergrad. 

“That really changed the 
trajectory of my career and 

I fell in love with the idea 
of rural family medicine,” 
Isaacson said. “The doctor 
I shadowed had practiced 
in the town for 10-15 years 
at that point. He did work 
similar to what I’ll be do-
ing. He was an old-school 
family doctor. He took care 
of entire families and all of 
his patients loved him and 
trusted him. He knew them 
super well and I thought it 
was a cool thing to provide 
all that care for people and 
not always have to send 
them out to see so many 
specialists. It makes things 
convenient for people.”

Isaacson said building 
relationships with patients 
and getting embedded in 
the community is what he’s 
looking forward to most 
in his new position. He 
said family medicine is all 
about forming long-term 
relationships with patients 
and getting to know them 
better to offer care to help 
them live healthier, more 
satisfying lives. 

His certification as a 
doctor of osteopathic med-
icine (D.O.) differs from 
the doctor of medicine 
(M.D.) in the way that 
he has extra training in 
hands-on diagnosis and 
treatment of musculal/
skeletal complaints.

“It’s a continuum of 
going between massage 
therapy and physical ther-
apy and what chiropractors 
do,” Isaacson said. “I like 
to think that I practice 
more holistic medicine and 

ISAACSON: RCH names new family healthcare clinic provider

Dr. Graham Isaacson was born and raised in Aurora. He attended Drake University in Iowa for undergrad and 
medical school at Midwestern University Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

focus on the patient. I take 
a look at the patient and 
their social determinants 
of health and their mental 
health and how all of that 
plays into their physical 
health. Sometimes there’s 
a misconception that D.O.s 
or holistic care means 
that we do like natural 
path-type treatments or 
vitamins and minerals 
or essential oils. That’s 
not true. I don’t do those 
kinds of things. I practice 
evidence-based medicine 
and give prescriptions 

when needed. Otherwise, 
the main difference is that 
I can offer OMT, which 
is hands-on treatment. A 
D.O. can do everything 
that an M.D. can, I just 
have extra training in the 
hands-on aspect.”

Isaacson got into the 
medical field because he 
wanted to help people and 
make a difference in their 
lives. He enjoys combining 
science with befriending 
people and taking care of 
them. 

Working at a smaller 

hospital like RCH aligned 
with Isaacson’s values 
when it comes to patient 
care. He likes having as 
much time with his patients 
as he needs to provide care 
and being able to provide 
the full scope of family 
medicine. 

“I can take my time 
seeing people and manage 
a lot of conditions before 
I have to refer to special-
ists,” Isaacson said. “I feel 
like that was a really big 
bonus for me. And I get 
to take care of my own 

patients when they’re in the 
hospital. It’s tough when 
someone gets admitted to 
the hospital and they’re 
vulnerable and stressed 
and they have to have some 
other random doctors learn 
all of their health history 
and take care of them. A 
primary doctor will always 
do better in that spot. I can 
come in and see them and 
I know who they are and 
what they want. Those are 
things you can only find in 
a rural community and a 
place like this.”

FREEPORT — The 
Highland Gallery will 
feature work by current 
Highland Community 
College Visual Arts fac-
ulty members from Oct. 
23 through Dec. 2 at the 
Ferguson Fine Arts Center. 
The Visual Art Faculty 

Exhibit displays recent 
creations by faculty for 
contemplation, stimula-
tion and discussion. The 
opening reception will 
be from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23.

This popular annual ex-
hibit will showcase recent 

work by Robert Apolloni, 
Alex Jansen and Loretta 
Swanson, all working 
artists and HCC visual art 
instructors.

“The exhibit illumi-
nates original work by 
HCC visual arts faculty,” 
said Robert Apolloni, 

who also serves as gallery 
director. “This is always a 
popular exhibit as it pres-
ents our art instructors as 
professional exhibiting 
artists, unlike their more 
familiar role as visual art 
instructors.” 

The show highlights 

the faculty’s breadth of 
experience and expertise, 
spanning multiple media, 
themes and styles in this 
eclectic exhibition. At the 
reception, mingle with the 
art faculty and learn what 
has inspired their works.

Robert Apolloni will 

exhibit mixed-media 
drawings, Alex Jansen will 
exhibit photographs and 
Loretta Swanson will ex-
hibit prints and drawings.

Refreshments will be 
served at the reception Oct. 
23. The exhibit is publicly 
viewable through Dec. 2.

Highland Gallery hosts Visual Art Faculty Exhibit
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DRIVE TIME

On Farm 
Tire Service 

815-225-7411
Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We’re here to help.

DAN’S  AUTO REPAIRDAN’S  AUTO REPAIR
Complete Auto & Truck Services

Locally Owned & Operated for 30 Years
Time to get your vehicles ready for Fall & Winter!

• Minor to Major • Brakes 
• Oil Change • Complete Diagnostics

• Engine/Transmission
• Domestic & Most Foreign Cars

815-734-6267815-734-6267
4377 E. Rt. 64
Mt. Morris, IL

Dan Raney
Owner/Operator 11

27
20

23

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley

815-362-3451

 • General 
Automotive

• Tires

• Install Jasper 
Engines & 

Transmissions
• A.S.E. Certified

08
21
20
23 Blake Automotive

3678 IL 64, Mt. Morris  815-734-7228

Full-Service
Auto Repair & 
Maintenance
From factory-schedule 
maintenance to 
emergency repairs and 
towing, we offer trusted 
service and great rates 
for unbeatable value.

03112019

ELECTRIC ve-
hicles are in-
creasingly visi-

ble on roadways around 
the world. According to 
BloombergNEF, a stra-
tegic research provider 
covering global commod-
ity markets, in June 2022 
there were 20 million plug-
in vehicles in use across the 
globe. That’s an increase 
from only one million in 
2016. As more people are 
drawn to EVs, drivers can 
exercise due diligence to 
learn more about them, 
particularly if they’re 
considering buying their 
first such vehicle.

Different vehicle types
The term “electric vehi-

cle” encompasses a variety 
of cars and trucks. The fol-
lowing are some common 
categories.

• Hybrid electric ve-
hicle: These are the most 
common type of hybrids. 
They have two power 
drives, which include a 
fuel-based engine and an 
electric motor with a larger 
battery. A computer deter-
mines when electricity or 
gas should be used. The 
system utilizes regenera-
tive braking that ensures 
the electric battery gets a 
little recharge every time 
the driver touches the 
breaks 

• Mild hybrid electric 
vehicle: MHEVs use a 
battery and electric motor 
to increase the efficiency 
of an internal combustion 
engine (ICE). An MHEV 
does not run solely on 
electric power, but the 
ICE can be turned off and 
the electric motor used 
while braking, coasting 
and stopping.

• Battery electric ve-
hicle: BEVs are powered 
entirely by electricity and 
will have no ICE or fuel 
tank. Users charge the 
battery using an electrical 
outlet.

• Plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicle: Like BEVs, 
PHEVs have an electric 
motor that is charged by 
plugging it in. They also 
have a fuel-based ICE like 
HEVs. Where they differ 
is that PHEVs can travel 
a considerable distance on 
electric power alone, while 
HEVs cannot.

Driving range
The distance EVs can 

travel before needing to re-
charge depends on the type 
of vehicle. Most EVs have 
a driving range between 
50 and 330 miles. Shop-
pers should determine the 
“range-per-charge” for the 
vehicle to assess if it will 
fit their driving needs and 
daily commutes. Drivers 

The basics of EVs for first-time buyers

who frequently take long 
road trips may have to as-
sess if a hybrid vehicle is 
more practical; otherwise, 
careful planning may be 
necessary to accommodate 
charging along the route.

Parking and charging 
situation

Individuals who live 
in private homes or rent-
als with access to outlets 
may be more inclined to 
invest in EVs. Charging 

can be done with a stan-
dard 120V outlet, but it 
will increase charging 
time considerably. Many 
people opt to have a 240V 
charger installed in a ga-
rage or driveway, which is 
known as “Level 2 ESVE 
equipment.” With this type 
of setup, a charge can be 
reached in roughy four to 
6 six hours, says Valley 
Clean Energy. Public 
charging stations utilize a 

480V input and can charge 
many EV models in about 
20 to 30 minutes. Plug-in 
hybrid vehicles do not typ-
ically have fast charging 
capabilities, however.

Reduce maintenance
BEVs require less 

maintenance than conven-
tional vehicles because 
there are fewer fluids like 
oil and transmission fluid 
to change, and far fewer 
moving parts. EVs require 

minimal scheduled main-
tenance to electrical sys-
tems, including the battery 
and electrical motor. Hy-
brid vehicles still require 
the standard maintenance 
of gas-powered vehicles.

EVs are growing in 
popularity, so potential 
buyers can school them-
selves on these newer 
vehicles to determine if 
they’re the right fit for 
them. 

DRIVERS go to 
great lengths to 
ensure what’s 

under the hood of their 
vehicles is well taken care 
of. But it’s equally benefi-
cial to tend to the exterior 
of a vehicle, including its 
paint job.

According to Popular 
Mechanics, oxidation 
can adversely affect iron-
based metals. That can put 
vehicles in jeopardy and 
take significant time off 
their life expectancy. The 
good news is that rust and 
other issues that can affect 
a vehicle’s paint job and 
appearance are typically 
avoidable. That should 
be music to the ears of 
new vehicle owners, who 
likely need no reminder of 
the sizable financial in-
vestment required to drive 
off the lot with a fresh 
set of wheels. Drivers 
who want their cars and 
trucks to maintain their 
looks over the long haul 
can consider these simple 
strategies to protect their 
paint jobs.

• Make car washes part 

How to protect your vehicle’s paint job

of your vehicle mainte-
nance routine. Seasoned 
drivers are undoubtedly 
familiar with the conven-

tional wisdom surround-
ing oil change intervals, 
but those same motorists 
may not recognize the 
importance of routine car 
washes. Over time, con-
taminants such as pollen, 
dust and pollution can set-
tle on a vehicle’s exterior, 
potentially jeopardizing 
the paint job. Routine 
car washes can prevent 
such damage and help a 
car look like it was just 
driven off the lot.

• Wax the exterior of the 
vehicle. The automotive 
experts at Carfax® report 
that waxing is a significant 
and simple way to protect 
vehicle paint. Carfax® 
notes that certain paste 
waxes contain mild abra-

sives that help remove fine 
scratches from painted 
surfaces. Wax also can 
protect paint jobs from 
fading related to exposure 
to ultraviolet rays. That’s 
especially noteworthy 
for drivers who do not 
routinely park their cars 
in a garage.

• Use a car cover. Car 
covers may or may not be 
practical for cars drivers 
use every day, but they 
are an effective way to 
protect a paint job from 
the elements. Drivers 
who have a spare car 
they rarely drive or even 
those who do not drive 
their primary vehicle a lot 
each day can purchase a 
universal-fit car cover or 

a premium cover designed 
specifically for their vehi-
cles. Car covers protect 
paint jobs from ultraviolet 
rays and the elements and 
may reduce the need for 
more frequent trips to the 
car wash.

• Park in the shade, 
but choose spots wisely. 
Parking in the shade may 
protect vehicles from the 
ultraviolet rays of the 
sun, but it’s important 
that drivers pick the right 
shady spot to park their 
cars and trucks. A shade 
tree might seem like a 
great ally to vehicle own-
ers, but if birds nest or rest 
in the tree, drivers could 
be exposing their cars to 
bird droppings. That’s no 

small threat, as bird drop-
pings are high in uric acid, 
which quickly damage a 
vehicle’s exterior. Parking 
directly beneath a tree also 
might expose the paint job 
to sap or fallen leaves or 
berries, each of which can 
adversely vehicle exteri-
ors. If you plan to park in 
the shade to protect the 
paint job, ideally choose 
a spot that is not directly 
beneath the tree.

A well-maintained 
paint job can improve 
the appearance and life 
expectancy of a vehicle, 
which is something driv-
ers should keep in mind as 
they hope to get the most 
out of their automotive 
investment.
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HolidayHoliday
Gift SaleGift Sale

33rd Annual 

Saturday, November 2, 2024

9am-3pm9am-3pm
Over 30 vendors offering Over 30 vendors offering 

handmade items!handmade items!
Jewelry ~ Home Decor ~ Quilts 

Home Business Vendors!Home Business Vendors!

Jarrett Prairie Jarrett Prairie 
CenterCenter

7993 N. River Rd., 7993 N. River Rd., 
ByronByron

Mimosas & Mimosas & 
Bloody MarysBloody Marys

Cash Bar 
Free Admission

Avon ~ Pampered Chef

10
28
20
24
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“When you have a field 
fire like that, we have wild-
land fire fighting trucks 
that can get across areas 
that our large engines 
can’t access,” Helgren 
said. “We call in those 

from other districts and 
we really play the wind the 
best we can. You protect 
structures, property and 
standing crops. Luckily 
we had quite a few local 
farmers out there with 
disking tractors to till the 
ground to stop the fire 

from having a place to 
spread to.”

Helgren said the cause 
of the Friday fire is still 
undetermined. RFD also 
aided Malta Fire with an-
other large field fire earlier 
in the week. The current 
dry conditions in the area 

and the wind this time 
of year makes field fires 
more likely to start and 
spread. Helgren cautioned 
area residents about being 
safe with fires on their 
properties and disposing 
of cigarette butts proper-
ly. He called corn fields 

“highly flammable and 
very difficult to put out.”

Helgren said RFD was 
thankful that all structures 
and standing corn in the 
area were unaffected. 
He thanked the farmers 
that took time to help out 
Friday. 

“Farmers are more of a 
help to us than they know,” 
Helgren said. “We were 
grateful to have them. 
They can do things we 
can’t. When they can take 
a tractor and cut a 20-foot 
line instantly to stop a fire, 
it helps us a ton.”

FIRE: Local firefighters respond to 100-acre blaze in Esmond

Two Sentence Horror 
Story Contest

“It was a dark and stormy 
night. Witches slid down 
the lightning bolts and ter-
rorized the town.” Write a 
two-sentence horror story 
and enter it to win a prize. 
You can submit your story 
online at http://www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. All 
entries must be submitted 
by 4pm on October 29th. 
Winners will be posted 
on Facebook and Oregon 
Public Library’s website 
on October 30th. You can 
visit the website for more 
information. Open to Ore-
gon Library Patrons Only.

How Many Items Can a 
DIY Skeleton Hold?

Now through October 
31, Oregon Public Library 
cardholders may enter their 
guess of how many items 
are contained within this 
unique, one of a kind skel-
eton! Why do this? Because 
the closest estimate to the ac-
tual number will receive the 
skeleton and all the items! 
A winner will be announced 
on Monday, November 4.

Halloween at the Li-
brary

(ages 3-12), Monday, 
October 28 through Thurs-
day, October 31. Come by 
the Library, Monday, Oc-
tober 28 through Thursday, 
October 31, to pick a papi-
er-mâché pumpkin from 
our indoor pumpkin patch 
(plain, so you can decorate 
it at home or already deco-
rated and ready to go)! One 
pumpkin per person. While 
supplies last!

Preschool Story Time
(18 months – 6 years). 

Story Time is on Mondays 
at 10 am.  Stories, crafts and 
friends to share books...all 
at your Library! Registra-
tion is required, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com. 
or call (815) 732-2724. No 
Story Time will be held on 
Monday, November 11. 

Unofficial Voting Booth
Tuesday, November 5th, 

9:30 am - 7 pm -Unofficial 
Voting Booth for Non-reg-
istered Voters between 
the ages of 3-17. Are you 
between the ages of 3-17? 
Would you like to cast your 
vote in the 2024 presidential 
election? An unofficial 
voting booth will be open 
at the Library on Tuesday, 
November 5, from 9:30 am 
- 7 pm. Stop by to cast your 
vote! Votes will be tallied 
and posted on the 6th.  

Spooktacular Game 
Night

Wednesday, November 
13th at 6 pm. Spooktacular 
is a tabletop game with an 
emphasis on roleplaying 
and ghost-catching. Players 
take the role of an eclectic 
mix of paranormal investi-
gators tasked with capturing 
pesky poltergeists, all while 
playing up their charac-
ter’s eccentric personalities. 
Come for a night of spooky 
fun and adventure - bonus 
points if you are dressed 
like your favorite ghost 
hunter. Snacks will be pro-
vided. For ages Teen and 
up. Registration required, 
please call (815) 732-2724 
or visit www.oregonpubli-

clibrary.com
Ink with A Friend 

Monthly Card Club
Monday, November 

18th at 6:00pm. Sending 
personal cards to your 
friends and family is a way 
to let them know you care 
and are thinking about 
them. All designs include 
beautiful colored cardstock, 
gorgeous designer series 
paper, detailed stamped 
images, die cut pieces, 
matching ink, ribbon, and 
embellishments.  All cards 
come with matching enve-
lopes. Whether you’re a new 
card maker or a seasoned 
pro, our kits are suited to 
every skill level. Don’t wait! 
Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration required 
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, November 

19th, 1:30pm or 5:30pm, 
choose which time. Paint 
and Pass - Join us for a fun 
painting program where 
everyone will go home 
with a unique piece of art 
work. All supplies provided. 
This is an adult only class, 
18 and up. Registration 
required. Register at www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or 
call (815) 732-2724.

Book Clubs
The 2WBC meets 

Wednesday, November 13 
at 12:30 to discuss Love 
in the Time of Cholera 
by Gabriel Garcia Mar-
quez.  Cocktails and Crime 
will meet Sunday, Novem-
ber 17, at 2 pm. Is This Just 

Fantasy? Book Club will 
meet November 19  at 6 pm 
to discuss Theft of Swords 
by Michael J. Sullivan. The 
Afternoon Book Club meets 
Wednesday, November 20 
at 1 pm to discuss I’m a 
Stranger Here Myself by 
Bill Bryson. Books on Tap 
Book Club meets Thurs-
day, November 21 at 6 pm 
at Cork & Tap to discuss 
Sociopath: A Memoir by 
Patric Gagne. 

Functional Movement 
Type Yoga

Wednesdays at 9:30am. 
In this class, we use ex-
ercises based on whole-
body movements to restore 
posture, improve body 
mechanics, build strength 
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We 
start with a slow warm-up 
followed by core exercises 
– then explore how to utilize 
these tools based on real 
situations in daily life. Bring 
your yoga mat! All levels are 
welcome. - OREGON PA-
TRONS ONLY - Registra-
tion required, this class fills 
quickly. Please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Knit & Crochet is 
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. 
This group meets every 
Monday at 1 pm and is open 
to anyone.  From beginner 
to expert, all skill level are 
welcome to join.   Bring 
any hand craft and work on 
it while socializing.  Need 
help getting started with 
your knitting project, stop in 
on a Monday.  Registration 

is requested, visit http://
www.oregonpubliclibrary.
com or call  (815) 732-2724.

New Photo Printer at 
the library! 

The library now has a 
photo printer capable of 
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10, 
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on a 
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm 
and see what it can print 
for you! 

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your garden?  
Have extra seeds?  Donate 
them to the community 
seed library.  We have seed 
envelops for you to fill for 
our collection.  Seeds are 
FREE for anyone. 

Oregon Writers Group
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes 
who meet to support each 
other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of the 
group is to help and encour-
age you in your writing.  If 
you need brainstorming 
ideas, we can help suggest 
ideas or aid with the creative 
process. 

New Resource at the Li-
brary! EBSCO Databases 
has arrived! 

Do you want to know 
more about arts and crafts, 
car repair, starting a busi-
ness, or planning an estate? 
Maybe you need to prep 
for the GED or study for 
college-entrance exams. 
Have you ever wished you 
could research academic 
topics from home? Oregon 
Public Library patrons can 

now find full-text e-resource 
materials on a variety of 
topics. Follow the links 
from our website to access 
the new EBSCO databases 
from the library, or login 
remotely from home with 
your Oregon Public Library 
Card. What interests you?

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at that 
time and for a checklist of 
items, you will need for the 
appointment.

Find A Character Tick-
et!

What is a Character 
Ticket? A character Ticket 
represents an image of a 
character from that specific 
book.  Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various 
books in the children/youth 
book collection. After you 
check out a book and find a 
character ticket in the book, 
you may adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home. 
Open to Oregon Public 
Library cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & 
Oregon Public Library 
StoryWalk @Oregon 
Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story-Creepy Crayons by 
Aaron Reynolds   At the 
StoryWalk is Halloween 
in the Orchard by Phyllis 
Alsdurf.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY  
BY SUPPORTING THESE  

LOCAL BUSINESSES

Community Unity

Ogle County

815-732-9100

606 E Washington St,  
Oregon, IL

114 E Everett St,  
Dixon, IL

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535

www.byronforestpreserve.com

BAR/GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT
Oregon VFW Post 8739 & Mess Hall
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.6851
facebook.com/oregonvfwpost8739

BLACKTOP & SEALCOATING
King Blacktop
3499 N. Tower Rd., Byron
815.234.4171
kingblacktop.com

CONSIGNMENT/RESALE SHOPPING
Angel Treasures Resale Shop
201 IL Route 64, Mt. Morris, IL
815.734.0504

ReRuns
120 W. 2nd St., Byron
815.406.8060
rerunsbyron.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS/SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Stillman Bank
608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626
1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956
101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266
stillmanbank.com

GARDEN CENTER
Hidden Timber Gardens
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana
815.751.4162
hiddentimbergardens.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE SERVICES
Serenity Hospice and Home
1658 S. IL Route 2, Oregon, IL
Serenityhospiceandhome.org

MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING SERVICES
Sinnissippi Centers
100 Jefferson St., Oregon
815.732.3157
1321 N. 7th St., Rochelle
815.562.3801
sinnissippi.org

PARKS & RECREATION
Byron Forest Preserve
7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
byronforestpreserve.com

The Serenity Shed
131 N. 3rd St., Oregon, IL
815.732.2499

TITLE COMPANY
Rock River Title
412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
rockrivertitle.com

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
RE/MAX of Rock Valley
606 E. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.9100
rockvalleyproperties.com

SENIOR SERVICES
Rock River Center
810 S. 10th St., Oregon
815.732.3252
rockrivercenter.com

By Supporting These             Businesses

By Supporting These             Businesses
By Supporting These             Businesses

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626

1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956

101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266

stillmanbank.com

462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL
Just North of Route 64 • 815-751-4162

 
hiddentimbergardens.com

November 29th through December 22nd  
Wednesday-Sunday 9am-5pm 

We are closed December 23rd through March 31st.

6712 West Pines Road
Mount Morris, IL 61054

(815) 655-2400
visitwhitepines.com

Relax.  Discover.  Get Away. 462 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL
Just North of Route 64 • 815-751-4162

 
hiddentimbergardens.com

Garden Center Closed until April 2025 
Pre Order plants online for Spring
info@hiddentimbergardens.com

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291

www.rockrivertitle.com

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle, IL
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Byron High School cross country runners earn honors at Big Northern Conference meet at Fuller Forest Preserve
Several Byron High School cross country runners earned awards during the Big Northern Conference meet at Fuller Forest Preserve on Saturday, Oct. 19. Tim Starwalt 

led the varsity boys, earning All-Conference and running Byron’s fastest time ever at Fuller Forest Preserve. Ashley Potter and Grace Burnes received All-Conference 
honors for the varsity girls, while Elinor McHale, Emma Franchi and Braden Dietrich were each named Honorable Mentions for the varsity team. Macyn Burris, Gianna 

Franchi, Ella Hanes, Brynn Green, Gavin Early, Joel Kerschner and Jace Jackson all recorded top-15 finishes at the JV level. (Courtesy photos)

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Matt Bouback
815-505-5827

Jen
773-849-3522

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

RockValleyProperties.com
Each offi  ce is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

601 Marsha Lane 
Rock Falls

NOW $154,900 
Call JD

Move-in ready 3-bedroom ranch 
home featuring an oversized 
2-car attached and insulated 

garage, plus a fully fenced yard. Enjoy the convenience of main fl oor 
laundry and a master bedroom with its own private half bath. The kitchen 
features hardwood cabinets and heated fl oors, while a sliding door off the 
dining area opens to a patio, perfect for outdoor relaxation. An additional 
detached shed offers extra storage space. 2024 updates include New 
water heater and toilet. This home is packed with functional features and 
ready for you to make it your own.

707 S 5th Street Oregon $175,000 Call Carla
Discover the potential of this two-story single-family home, perfectly situated in a vibrant residential zone 
with high traffi c counts. This spacious building, measuring 36x88, has been fully gutted, providing a 
blank canvas for your vision. With 200 amp electrical service and a heating system already in place, you 
have a solid foundation to bring your ideas to life. The property’s prime location offers excellent visibility 
and accessibility, making it an ideal opportunity for both residential and mixed-use developments. Unlock 
the possibilities-whether you’re looking to create your dream home or an innovative investment, this 
property is ready for your creative touch! Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity in a bustling area.

2779 Karr Road 
Belvidere

NOW $262,400 
Call Matt 

Coming in hot! This 
spacious 3 Bed 1.5 Bath 
brick ranch won’t last long. 

Brand new carpet and paint throughout the house. This 
home has had one owner and is nestled in a quiet and 
highly sought after neighborhood. Beautiful landscaping 
that is accompanied by a fully fenced back yard with a large 
shed for extra storage. Large basement with plenty of room 
for storage.

10 E Hitt Street Mt Morris 
$399,000 Call Jenn Rybicki

Are you ready to jump into the restaurant 
business? Look no further, this turnkey operation 
could be yours!!! The Peppermill restaurant 
is selling both business and building after 30 
successful years of operation. The current 
owners have built a strong customer base, 
friendly atmosphere at a great location. The 
Peppermill offers a bar on the left side of the 
business with over 20 bar stools, seating for over 
100 guests in the building and adequate amount 
of parking. Current owners are willing to train 
and guide you to maximize your investment and 
produce a cash fl owing business of your own. 
This sale includes all equipment and inventory 
for a smooth transition. Set up your showing 
today, don’t miss out this great opportunity!

2132 Maxine Lane Rockford $245,000 Call Rebecca
Welcome to this inviting 3-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom home located in the sought-after Winnebago School District. This two-story gem features 
all bedrooms on the upper level, including a master suite with a private en suite bathroom, offering a peaceful retreat. The main fl oor boasts 
a spacious, open layout with vaulted ceilings and a seamless fl ow from the living room to the dining area, making it perfect for entertaining. 
The kitchen is open to the dining area, allowing for easy meal preparation and socializing. You’ll also appreciate the convenience of a main 
fl oor laundry room. Step outside through the patio doors onto the oversized deck, ideal for outdoor dining and relaxing by the above-ground 
pool. The fully fenced backyard provides privacy and ample space for outdoor activities. The fi nished lower level offers additional living 
space, great for a family room or recreation area, with the option for a potential 4th bedroom. An attached 2.5-car garage completes this 
home, providing plenty of room for vehicles and storage. This home has it all - space, comfort, and a great location!

481 S Red Oak Lane Chana $24,000 Call Lori
Welcome to Red Oak Lane in the Big Timber Subdivision. Big Timber subdivision has only 
1 road with low traffi c. It is zoned for R-2 Single Family Residence and is fully surrounded 
by Agricultural Zoning. The lots in the subdivision are greater than 1/2 acre and require 
a private well and septic system. The back and sides of the lot are lined with nice sized 
evergreen trees adding to the charm and appeal of the lot. A new house was built in this 
subdivision last year and you could be the next to enjoy the ambiance of this setting.

136 Wyler Drive Dakota $235,000 Call Ashley
Welcome to this beautiful 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home, lovingly and meticulously maintained by the original owner. The updated kitchen 
features modern appliances and fi nishes, perfect for all of your culinary adventures and entertaining. The spacious primary suite includes a 
large walk-in closet and an en suite bath that are sure to please. The family room is a showstopper, with vaulted ceilings, large windows that 
let in an abundance of natural light, and doors that open to the private patio. Enjoy additional space with a partially fi nished basement, ideal 
for a game room, home offi ce, or additional storage, which the home already has an abundance of. Sitting on a corner lot with a privacy 
fence, this property offers both curb appeal with eye catching landscape and seclusion. The garage boasts epoxy fl ooring with a drain 
and heater, making it ideal for all seasons and all of your hobbies. Convenience is key with main fl oor laundry, plus a second option in the 
basement. For those colder months, stay cozy with the gas fi replace, furnace, or the alternative eco friendly wood burner heating system. 
This home truly offers the perfect blend of comfort and function!

402 E 8th St, Rock Falls  $149,900  Call JD 
Freshly updated and well-maintained 2+1 bed, 2 bath ranch home in Rock Falls offering exceptional value with 
both a single detached garage and an additional 36x16 shop equipped with a large overhead door. This charming 
property features a fenced-in yard, a deck for outdoor enjoyment, and spacious bedrooms with a modern feel. The 
fi nished basement offers potential for additional living space, including a laundry room, den (which could serve 
as a non-conforming 3rd bedroom), and a bathroom with a shower set to receive new tile on October 30th. The 
basement also boasts new carpet, a dividing wall, fresh paint, and a slop sink for added convenience. Roof and 
HVAC were both replaced in 2014, ensuring peace of mind. Ready to welcome its new owner!

29319 Fremont Road 
Milledgeville $275,000 Call Carrie
Endless country views from your welcoming 
3.66 acre parcel featuring a 2 Story home with 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths & detached 2+ car garage! 
Spacious kitchen with custom built center island, 
ample cabinetry, newly updated counters, sink 
& newer refrigerator. Enter the spacious dining 
room leading to the living room & den/offi ce with 
the added convenience with the main fl oor bath 
& laundry. Upstairs you will fi nd 3 bedrooms & 
recently remodeled bathroom with Onyx walk 
in shower & new vanity with Onyx countertop. 
Partial basement with built in shelving & ample 
storage. Step outside to your back patio & private 
back yard with playset that stays. Home updates 
include siding, furnace, C/A, GHW & washer/dryer 
that stay. Call today to view this great home!

125 Sheridan Drive Loves 
Park $1,025,000 Call Jamie

8 Units for Sale! Are you looking for a turnkey 
addition to add to your current portfolio or 
are you looking to get into the Long Term 
Rental Business? All of the hard work has 
been done! Many updates/renovations 
have been done to each property. Included 
in this portfolio is (2) 4 Bedroom Single 
Family Homes. (4) 3 Bedroom Single 
Family Homes. (2) 2 Bedroom Single 
Family Homes. All properties are located in 
Rockford, Loves Park and Machesney Park. 
Gross Rental Income $11,250. Additional 
Income information and complete listing 
details available upon request.

5496 S Poplar Drive Oregon 
$285,000 Call Taylor

Welcome to 5496 S Poplar Dr, a beautifully 
updated home in the peaceful countryside just 
outside Oregon, IL. This 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
property offers the perfect blend of rural serenity 
and convenient access to the nearby towns 
of Oregon and Dixon for shopping and dining. 
Recent updates include fl ooring and refi nished 
cabinets in 2024, a new roof in 2023, windows 
replaced in 2017, a furnace in 2020, and an 
upgraded air conditioner in 2017, ensuring comfort 
and effi ciency. The spacious yard provides a quiet 
retreat to enjoy nature, making this home a perfect 
escape from the busyness of life while remaining 
close to modern conveniences. Don’t miss your 
chance to experience this ideal balance of comfort 
and location!

000 Austin Court lots 5-14 
Oregon $32,900 

Call Jenny Kirchner
Dreaming of your new home? Sinnissippi 
Point Subdivision is the ideal location 
to build it. Choose from several 1+ acre 
lots that provide ample distance from 
neighbors. It has a country feel, yet 
is conveniently located just outside of 
Oregon off of Daysville and Lowden 
roads. The covenants allow for swimming 
pools, fences, and out buildings. Private 
well and septic required. Plat and 
covenant information available upon 
request. Get your house plans drawn up 
and build your new home this year!

NEW 
PRICE

NEW 
PRICE

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING
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SPORTS
WHITEWATER, Wis. 

— Caleb Weekley, from 
Byron is among the student 
musicians who are part of 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater Warhawk 
Marching Band for the 
2024-25 academic year. 
Weekley, who is studying 
Music at UW-Whitewater, 
is part of the percussion sec-
tion in the marching band.

The Warhawk March-
ing Band performs at 
all UW-Whitewater foot-
ball regular season home 
games and other select 
campus and community 
events during the fall se-
mester. UW-Whitewater 
hosts the annual Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA) State Marching 
Band Championships ev-
ery October. Last season, 
the Warhawk Marching 
Band performed at halftime 
of a Green Bay Packers 
game at Lambeau Field.

The marching band is 
one of several musical en-
sembles at the university. 
In addition to Lambeau 
Field, UW-Whitewater’s 
ensembles perform in other 
famous venues around the 
world, including Carnegie 
Hall in New York City, 
the Symphony Center in 

Byron’s Weekley part of UW-Whitewater Warhawk Marching Band in 2024-25

The Warhawk Marching Band performs at halftime of the UW-Whitewater football game at Perkins Stadium on Saturday, Sept. 22. 
(UW-WHITEWATER PHOTO/CRAIG SCHREINER)

Chicago, and at venues 
in Germany, Poland and 
England.

The Warhawk Marching 

Band is directed by Glenn 
“Doc” Hayes, a professor 
of music in the university’s 
College of Arts and Com-

munication who has also 
held the role of director of 
bands since 1987. He is the 
second person in history to 

be inducted into the WSMA 
Marching Band Hall of 
Fame. Tobie Wilkinson, se-
nior lecturer of music in the 

college, leads UW-White-
water’s percussion studio 
and serves as associate di-
rector of the marching band.

Holiday Brunch and 
Market 

Saturday, November 9
Brunch 9:30 am

Holiday Market 9 am
Shopping in Oregon – all day

Are you ready to kick off the 
holidays? Join us at Cork and Tap 
at 9:30 am for a brunch featuring 
quiche, pastry, candied bacon and 
CheeseKake Ko. cheesecake paired 
with a flight of morning cocktails!
 
Enjoy shopping the holiday market at 
Cork and Tap and receive coupons 
to enjoy holiday discounts at various 
Oregon businesses!
 
Cost is $28R/$32NR and Deadline to 
register is November 3.

Grown Up Puzzle Party
Wednesday, November 20

Cork and Tap
Adult-only Teams of 2-6 people, cost 
is $18R/$22NR [price is per person] to 
register

Join us for  
Holiday Fun!

304 S 5th St, Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-3101
oregonpark.org

Each team has 90 minutes to put 
together a 500 piece puzzle.
Registration includes voucher for 
one beverage for cork and tap
Teams will keep puzzle at the end of 
competition
 
Deadline to register November 13

Christmas Sweets & 
Cocktail Treats Pairing 

Cork and Tap
Friday, December 13 – 6:30 pm

$27R/$32NR
Enjoy four holiday treats paired with 
unique cocktails
Deadline December 9

Winter Porch Pot with 
Hagemann Horticulture

Tuesday, December 3
River’s Edge Experience

6-8 p.m.
$38R/$45NR

Deadline 11/26

Christmas Breakfast with 
Santa at Lorado Taft 

Saturday, December 14
8-9:30 am or 10-11:30 am

Children $16R/$18NR
Adults $20R/$24NR

Join Santa for one of the last events 
at NIU’s Lorado Taft campus
Enjoy a breakfast buffet with Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus.

Deadline to register December 7

 Join us to Search for 
Santa around Oregon 

Saturday, December 14
Registration is per family and will 

have us looking around Oregon for 
Santa!

$20R per family/$24NR per family

10282024
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BY ANDY COLBERT
CORRESPONDENT

DIXON – After a 29-28 
win over Dixon, Byron 
coach Jeff Boyer said it 
best - “They deserved to 
win. We deserved to win.”

Indeed, both squads 
put on a show worthy of 
all the pre-game hype. 
With the estimated 4,000 
fans drenched in suspense 
on a beautiful night for 
football at A.C. Bowers 
Field, it wasn’t until Caden 
Considine crashed over 
the goal line on a two-
point conversion with 16 
seconds left that everyone 
could finally take a breath.

Coming into the contest 
between the two unbeaten 
foes, there remained con-
cerns as to whether Dixon 
could compete with the 
much-vaunted Tigers, a 
team on a 22-game win-
ning streak and one that 
beat the Dukes 49-7 last 
year.

“We had our doubts 
then. This year, we be-
lieved,” Dixon coach 
Jared Shaner said. 

It was the coach’s son, 
Cullen, that put the Dukes 
in a position to knock 
Byron from its perch as 
top dog of the Big North-
ern and beyond. Shaner 
was 17-for-20 passing, 
throwing two touchdown 
passes to Eli Davidson and 

putting up 235 yards.
Shaner and company 

stunned the Tigers by tak-
ing a 14-0 lead late into the 
second quarter. It wasn’t 
until 2.5 seconds remained 
in the first half that Byron 
scored. Andrew Talbert 
connected with Brayden 
Knoll on a seven-yard 
touchdown pass.

It’s not that Byron 
didn’t have their chances. 
Consider this:

Four penalties on a 
promising opening drive 
caused it to stall out at the 
22-yard line. A lost fumble 
on a kickoff gave the ball 
back to Dixon. Then, Sha-
ner adeptly corner kicked 
a punt to the one-yard, 
leading to a three-and-out.

That was what Byron 
was dealing with in just the 
first half. After another lost 
fumble three plays into 
the second half, the Tigers 
had to wonder what was 
going on, especially after 
completion domination in 
its seven previous games

“I’m proud of how we 
played, but we need to 
correct all those penalties 
and fumbles,” Boyer said.

Defensive coordina-
tor Sean Considine con-
curred.

“I’m not happy right 
now,” Considine said. “We 
can’t be making all those 
mistakes.”

The thing that both 

Boyer and Considine were 
pleased with how the team 
came back from all the 
adversity it faced. There 
was even a sequence in the 
first quarter, in which By-
ron was only given three 
downs instead of four after 
a pair of penalties.

Trailing 14-7 in the 
third quarter, Byron faced 
a third-and-12 after two 
consecutive penalties (12-
70 for the game). That is 
when Considine broke 
loose for 29 yards, fol-
lowed by a 12-yard run 
by Talbert.

Still, the Tigers found 
themselves in a fourth-
and-10 situation after an-
other penalty. An 11-yard 
pass to Knoll got the first 
down and on the next play 
it was Considine running 
14 yards for a touchdown.

“This is what a playoff 
game feels like,” Boyer 
said.

Dixon regained the 
lead 20-14 on a four-yard 
reverse by Tyson Damb-
man, but had its PAT kick 
blocked. Byron took its 
first lead of the game, 
21-20, as Knoll ran in 
from five yards, though 
they needed to convert on 
fourth down again during 
that 60-yard drive.

“We were very physical 
and proved we could play 
with them,” Jared Shaner 
said.

Byron narrowly defeats Dixon 29-28 in matchup of undefeated BNC schools

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP
Oregon boys soccer 

team takes down Peca-
tonica

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys soccer 
team defeated Pecatonica 
4-0 on Wednesday, Oct. 
9. Irvin Acosta, Cruz Her-
nandez, Aiden Hammer 
and Jackson Caposey all 
scored goals. Acosta, 
Eduardo Garcia and Noah 
Near each had assists, 
while Deryk Withers to-
taled two saves for the 
Hawks (10-9-2, 4-4 BNC).

Forreston volleyball 
team wins over Pearl 
City

The Forreston High 
School varsity volleyball 
team scored a 25-20, 25-
13 win over Pearl City on 
Thursday, Oct. 10. Jaiden 
Schneiderman recorded 
25 kills, six digs and one 
ace, while Ennen Ferris 
added 27 assists and six 
digs. Ayla Kiper totaled 10 
digs and Aubrey Sanders 
added seven digs with 
two aces.

Oregon volleyball 
team defeats Dixon

The Oregon High 
School varsity volleyball 
team won 25-17, 25-10 
over Dixon on Thursday, 
Oct. 10. Anna Stender 
totaled eight digs, four 
kills and two aces, while 
Grace Tremble recorded 
eight digs and six kills. 

Skylar Bishop added five 
blocks and four kills in the 
win. Oregon’s JV team fell 
25-19, 22-25, 9-15 and the 
F/S team fell 19-25, 19-25.

Polo football team 
blows out Rockford 
Christian Life

The Polo High School 
varsity football team blew 
out Rockford Christian 
Life 68-6 on Friday, Oct. 
11. Noah Dewey rushed 
for 61 yards and one touch-
down while adding a 58-
yard receiving touchdown. 
Gus Mumford rushed for 
a 59-yard touchdown and 
Billy Lowry rushed for 63 
yards and one touchdown. 
Gage Zeigler rushed for 42 
yards and one touchdown. 
JT Stevenson rushed for 58 
yards and one touchdown. 
Quentin Hart rushed for 
29 yards and one touch-
down. Robert Hazarin 
rushed for 54 yards and 
one touchdown. Damon 
Rowe caught a 10-yard 
touchdown pass.

Oregon football team 
dominates Rock Falls

The Oregon High 
School varsity football 
team rolled over Rock 
Falls 55-19 on Friday, 
Oct. 11. Logan Weems 
rushed for 142 yards and 
one touchdown, while 
Keaton Salsbury rushed 
for 117 yards and two 
touchdowns. Hunter Bar-

tel rushed for 103 yards 
and two touchdowns. 
Cooper Johnson rushed 
for a 57-yard touchdown 
and Lucas Cole rushed for 
a 13-yard touchdown.

Byron football team 
crushes Winnebago

The Byron High School 
varsity football team dom-
inated Winnebago 64-0 on 
Friday, Oct. 11. Brayden 
Knoll rushed for 62 yards 
and three touchdowns, 
while Kaden McGough 
rushed for 62 yards and 
two touchdowns. Issac 
Alvarez rushed for 79 
yards and one touchdown 
and Denton Shank caught 
a 5-yard touchdown pass 
from Andrew Talbert. Na-
than Wheeler and Ryder 
Spaulding each ran for 
touchdowns in the win.

Forreston football 
team edges out South-
western Wildcats

The Forreston High 
School varsity football 
team edged out the South-
western Wildcats for a 20-
16 victory on Friday, Oct. 
11. Evan Boettner rushed 
for 83 yards and one 
touchdown, while Dane 
Setterstrom ran for 31 
yards and one touchdown. 
Jon Milnes ran for 89 yards 
and one touchdown for the 
Cardinals.

Oregon volleyball 
team falls against Rock-

ford Lutheran
The Oregon High 

School varsity volleyball 
team conceded a 25-21, 
18-25, 21-25 loss against 
Rockford Lutheran on 
Tuesday, Oct. 15. Madi 
Shaffer recorded 21 digs 
and five aces, while Anna 
Stender compiled 13 digs, 
seven kills and seven as-
sists. Emma Eckerd added 
a double-double with 11 
digs and 13 assists. Ore-
gon’s JV team defeated 
Rockford Lutheran 26-24, 
25-19.

Oregon volleyball 
team holds off Stillman 
Valley

The Oregon High 
School varsity volleyball 
team outlasted Stillman 
Valley for a 26-24, 21-25, 
25-23 win on Thursday, 
Oct. 17. Anna Stender 
recorded five kills and 
nine assists, while Emma 
Eckerd totaled 11 assists 
and Cassie Krup added 
five kills. Oregon’s JV 
team fell 25-8, 25-27, 15-
17 and the F/S team lost 
11-25, 19-25.

Polo football team 
blows out West Carroll

The Polo High School 
varsity football team 
scored a 52-6 win over 
West Carroll on Friday, 
Oct. 18. Gus Mumford 
completed 3-of-3 passes 
for 141 yards and two 

touchdowns while adding 
eight runs for 65 yards and 
two touchdowns. Billy 
Lowry caught two passes 
for 136 yards and two 
scores while rushing for 
20 yards and one score on 
three carries. JT Stevenson 
and Robert Harazin each 
added touchdown runs for 
Polo in the win.

Oregon football team 
falls to Rockford Lu-
theran

The Oregon High 
School varsity football 
team fell 24-0 against 
Rockford Lutheran on 
Friday, Oct. 18. Hunter 
Bartel ran for 56 yards 
on 13 carries to lead the 
Hawks in the loss.

Oregon boys soccer 
teams loses to Marian 
Central Catholic

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys soccer 
team conceded a 2-0 loss 
to Marian Central Catholic 
on Saturday, Oct. 19. The 
Hawks finished the season 
with an 11-11-2 record.

Forreston football 
team drops game against 
DuPec

The Forreston High 
School varsity football 
team lost 54-26 against 
DuPec on Friday, Oct. 18. 
Evan Boettner ran for 43 
yards and one touchdown, 
while Dane Setterstrom 
ran for 48 yards and 

one touchdown. Coehen 
Kirchner rushed for 44 
yards and a touchdown 
and Kayden Loomis ran 
for a team-high 73 yards 
with one touchdown on 
the ground.

Oregon volleyball 
team defeats Rock Falls

The Oregon High 
School varsity volleyball 
team pulled out a three-set 
win against Rock Falls, 
earning a 21-25, 25-19, 
25-22 victory on Tuesday, 
Oct. 22. Madi Shaffer 
recorded 33 digs, while 
Anna Stender totaled 28 
assists, two blocks and two 
kills. Makenzie Brown 
added four blocks and 
three kills for the Hawks 
(15-14, 6-3 BNC). Ore-
gon’s JV team fell 24-26, 
25-22, 11-15 and the F/S 
team fell 13-25, 25-17, 
10-15.

Forreston volleyball 
team wins over Le-
na-Winslow

The Forreston High 
School varsity volleyball 
team scored a 25-17, 25-23 
win over Lena-Winslow 
on Tuesday, Oct. 22.  Jaid-
en Schneiderman totaled 
13 kills, five digs and two 
aces, while Ennen Ferris 
dished out 14 assists and 
Aubrey Sanders recorded 
seven digs. Hailee Vogt 
also had seven digs in the 
match.

It was heroics by Cullen 
Shaner that gave the lead 
back to Dixon. On a fourth 
down, he found Davidson 
in the end zone for a 29-
yard touchdown. A PAT 
pass completion made it 
28-21, but plenty of time 
remained for Byron to put 
a drive together.

And that is what they 
did, culminating in a 
Talbert four-yard score. 
A 59-yard touchdown 

by Talbert a few plays 
earlier was called back 
for a penalty, which may 
have paradoxically aided 
Byron, because that would 
have given Dixon the ball 
back with more time to 
score.

After Talbert’s score 
and Considine’s PAT, the 
Dukes only had time for 
two plays before the game 
ended.

“It sucks we lost, but we 

played a great game,” Cul-
len Shaner said. “Playing 
someone as good as Byron 
helps us so much for the 
playoffs. We definitely had 
a different mindset than 
last year when we played 
them.”

Considine had 130 
yards rushing on 20 car-
ries, with Knoll adding 
109 on 16 carries. Talbert 
added 56 yards and was 
5-7 passing for 83 yards.

The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE CONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICETREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-732-2156

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Independently owned & operated.

RE/MAX
PROFESSIONAL
ADVANTAGE

404 W. Blackhawk 
Drive, Byron, IL 
815-234-4663

REAL ESTATE
If you are looking for a Realtor with 
Experience & Knowledge, contact 

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462

sharon.bowers@remax.net



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION B • PAGE 5MONDAY, OCT. 28, 2024

SPORTS

Byron High School golfers Davis Baker and Alayna Brandt represented the 
Tigers during the IHSA State Championship meets this past weekend. Baker 
competed in the IHSA 2A Boys State Championship at Weibring Golf Club in 

Normal, shooting a 36-hole score of 155 to tie for 27th place. Brandt played in 
the IHSA 1A Girls State Championship at Red Tail Run in Decatur, finishing in a 

tie for 45th with a 36-hole score of 177. (Courtesy photos)

Byron’s Baker, Brandt play at IHSA State Championship meets

Oregon High School varsity volleyball senior libero 
Madi Shaffer received All-Tournament Team honors 

during the Eastland Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 19. 
(Courtesy photo)

Oregon’s Shaffer earns All-Tournament 
Team honors at Eastland Invitational

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship 
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM
 

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
1831 S Harmony Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd Sunday Evening, 
7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS
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SPORTS

WILD, weird 
and  won-
derful. That 

is how I would describe 
my experience at the By-
ron-Dixon football game. 
Beforehand, as I drove down 
scenic Illinois Route 2, my 
only hope was that it would 
at least be competitive, 
something rarely found at 
a Byron game.

It was more than compet-
itive. It was full of twists and 
turns worthy of a suspense 
novel. For the $5 price of 
admission, a person is not 
going to find better enter-
tainment anywhere.

The weirdness was found 
in the uncharacteristic mis-
takes made by Byron’s 
offense. Not used to seeing 
that. Dixon also got in on the 
act, as a total of 20 penalties 
between both teams were 
whistled.

The wonderment came 
from the environment at 
A.C. Bowers Field. As I 
quizzed a few locals, none 
could remember such a 
packed house. Another 
barometer was ticket-takers 
running out of programs 
an hour before the varsity 
start time. 

Dixon is somewhat 
unique in that all the stands 
are on one side, as the 
school butts right up to the 
east side of the field. From 
all reports, fans from both 
schools seemed to get along. 
Besides the bleachers, fans 
were sitting in lawn chairs 
or standing around the end 
zones.

With everyone totally 
engrossed in the game, there 
was no idle time for rabble 
rousing. Likewise on the 
playing field, as both teams 
played respectful ball.

Whether you were a 
Duke or Tiger fan, every-

one had to feel good about 
what was witnessed. Unlike 
so many blowout games 
that seem to litter the high 
school football landscape 
more and more, this was a 
display of two opponents 
trading punches, with plenty 
of finesse thrown in.

Even outside observers, 
like Oregon School Board 
President Bryan Wills and 
myself, who I was chatting 
with during the game, were 
just as enthralled with the 
proceedings as any hardcore 
Byron or Dixon fan.

Certainly the attendance 
was boosted by plenty of 
people from other towns 
who came to the circus. 
Normally, only playoff 
games get that type of in-
terest. But, as Byron 
Coach Jeff Boyer 
said afterwards, it 
was like a playoff.

As the Big North-
ern Conference has 
evolved over the last 
couple of decades, 
Genoa-Kingston, 
Lutheran, Oregon, 
Stillman Valley and Win-
nebago have also had an 
impact on the grid cham-
pionship. 

That’s not the case any-
more. The power of the 
BNC resides only in Byron 
and Dixon, with everyone 
else out of the picture.

That’s not healthy and 
thankfully Dixon was able 
to step up to Byron’s level. 
When Dixon joined the 
BNC, there was some inter-
nal grumbling that it was a 
step down and might ham-
per athletic achievement.

I doubt if that is the case 
anymore and sense Dixon is 
very happy to be a part of the 
league. Rochelle has made 
overtures towards mem-
bership, especially with 

the BNC losing Rockford 
Christian for football, but 
have always been rebuffed.

Geographically, Ro-
chelle would be the ideal 
fit. However, its enrollment 
of 868 is a bit too large for 
the conference. Dixon is at 
760 and could decline even 
further.

Whether or not officials 
seek a replacement to RC in 
football remains up in the air. 
If they did, it would be for 
all sports, turning the league 
into 11 teams. 

In the ever-changing 
world of conference align-
ment, the only certainty is 
that change is inevitable.

Speaking of change, did 
you know that the IHSA 
hosted its first ever girls 

flag football cham-
pionship this past 
weekend.

Held at Willow-
brook High School, 
it was Palatine Fre-
md defeating pre-
viously unbeaten 
Rockford Guilford 
24-12. The domain 

of schools primarily from 
the Chicago area, it has 
the potential to grow even 
larger from its current slate 
of approximately 150 teams.

In looking at game 
stats, flag football is more 
pass-oriented than run. 
Decades ago, who would 
have thought girls would 
be wrestling and playing 
football.

Will there come a time 
when the girls engage in 
full-contact football instead 
of flag? It is not out of the 
question.

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more 
for multiple area publica-
tions. 

Wild, weird and wonderful

Andy Colbert

The Byron High School fresh/soph volleyball team took first place in the 
Forreston Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 19. (Courtesy photo)

Byron fresh/soph volleyball team wins Forreston Invitational

Stillman Valley’s Dunseth competes at IHSA State Championship
Stillman Valley High School golfer Amelia Dunseth finished in 15th place 

during the IHSA 1A State Championship meet at Red Tail Run in Decatur this 
past weekend. Dunseth shot a 159 over 36 holes, carding 77 during her first 

round and 82 during her second round. (Courtesy photo)

The Polo Aplington Middle School cross country team competed in the IESA 1A 
State Championship meet at Parkside Junior High in Normal on Saturday, Oct. 19. 
Abram Garcia won the state title, finishing first out of 228 boys in Class 1A with a 

time of 10:33.51. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Aplington’s Garcia wins IESA 1A State Championship

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!
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Weekly Brain Busters

Byron High School cross country runners take home awards from Amboy Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 12
The Byron High School cross country team saw both its varsity girls and fresh-soph boys earn second-place awards at the Amboy Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 12. 

Ashley Potter, Gabby Northrup, Elinor McHale and Grace Burnes all earned medalist honors for the varsity girls, while Braden Dietrich, Michael Muzzarelli, Conner Welt 
and River Wygant all received medals for the fresh-soph boys. Tim Starwalt medaled in third to lead the varsity boys and Addie Helms won a medal in the girls open 

race. (Courtesy photo)
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Pumpkin Decorating 

in October
Drop in this month and 

decorate a gourd with a va-
riety of markers. Take your 
pumpkin home or show it 
off on display at the library 
for the season.

Pumpkin Carving Lec-
ture & Demonstration

Saturday, October 26th 
at 10AM: Marc Solomon, 
Pumpkin Carver, will be 
here to demonstrate step by 
step how to carve unique 
designs, from selecting 
and preparing the perfect 
pumpkin, transferring the 
pattern, and finally carving 
the pattern on the pumpkin. 
This hour long program 
will have you inspired to 
transform your run of the 
mill jack-o-lantern this 
Halloween season! Check 
out pumpkincarver.net to 
see more of Marc’s cre-
ations.

LEGO Club
Monday, November 

4th at 5:00PM: We had a 
great time last month with 
our LEGO builds.  Join us 
again on the 4th and bring 
your imagination!

Tuesday Morning 
Movie

Tuesday, November 5th 

at 10:30AM: No school? 
No problem! Join us for 
a fun morning movie and 
popcorn. This Walt Disney 
Animation Studios’ original 
action-packed adventure 
introduces a legendary 
family of explorers, the 
Clades, as they attempt 
to navigate an uncharted, 
treacherous land alongside 
a motley crew that includes 
a mischievous blob, a three-
legged dog, and a slew of 
ravenous creatures. (from 
the DVD cover)

Stories With Stacey
Thursdays at 10:00AM: 

Miss Stacey is back with 
her fall story time sessions 
for your toddlers and pre-
schoolers. No registration 
is needed.

A to Z Reading Chal-
lenge

Victory is almost yours! 
We value you finishing your 
A to Z Reading Challenge. 
All participants who com-
plete the challenge will 
be vying for the Grand 
Prize. Need a title that starts 
with “V”?  You can vac-
illate between the very 
wide variety of “V” book 
titles that are visible on our 
display.

Coloring Pages

Don’t forget we have 
new coloring pages each 
week available for you 
to choose from. Enjoy a 
relaxing evening at home 
as the weather turns to fall.

Card Making
Card Making supplies 

are always available for you 
to create with. Call ahead 
for room availability.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with no 
debris in the donation.  *No 
animal feed bags are al-
lowed* Also please remove 
any ziploc-type seals and 
paper/sticker labels. Thank 
you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
Into the Starlight by 

Amanda Cabot
The Mystery Guest by 

Nita Prose
The Berlin Apartment by 

Bryn Turnbull
Juvenile Book
50 Things You Didn’t 

Know About Great Britain
Picture Book
Bruce Is Way Too 

Loud by Thomas Kings-
ley Troupe

DVD
I Love Toy Trains: Call-

ing All Trains

Halloween Fun!
Stop by in your Trick-

or-Treating evening at the 
Mount Morris Library! We 
will have a quick craft and 
some treats for the little 
ones! Trick-or-Treaters can 
make their craft here and 
take their treats home!

Abraham Lincoln Pro-
gram Tuesday, November 
5th at 2pm 

Join everyone for a pro-
gram to discuss the family 
life of Abraham Lincoln, 
including his wife Mary 
and his four sons. The 
personal lives of the Lin-
colns are among the most 
misunderstood topics in 
all of Lincoln studies, and 
Mary Lincoln is one of the 
most controversial figures in 
American history. Though 
three of the four sons did 
not live to adulthood, their 
presence is an indisputable 
part of both the Springfield 
and White House years. 
This program will analyze 
the everyday life of Abra-
ham Lincoln, rather than his 
political greatness, and dis-
cuss his role as both father 
and husband. Emphasis will 
be placed on the individual 
family members, and the 
personality traits of each 
member will be discussed 
in detail. See you there!

Card and Banking Fea-
tures Program Tuesday, 
November 5th at 4pm

Ever wonder what differ-
ent types of programs will 
help you with your own 
bank? How can you make 
the most of your bank card/
debit card and your bank? 
Come in for this interac-
tive program to answer all 
your questions about bank 
accounts and bank cards/
debit cards! You will get to 
talk with counselors from 
the Consumer Credit Coun-
seling Service of Northern 
Illinois. They can assist you 
in discovering the variety 
of features for credit/debit 
cards and even discuss sec-
ond chance banking!

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, November 5th at 6pm!  

Come in, choose your 
recipe, and bring your dish 
to pass at our next meeting! 
Meetings held potluck style 
at the Senior Center at 6pm.

Story Time! Wednes-
days at 11:15am

We will be reading books 
and the children will create a 
craft this Wednesday. Story 
time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little 
ones to enjoy stories and a 
craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 

Library Closing, Vet-
erans Day November 11th 

Mount Morris Library 
will be close on Monday, 
November 11th in honor of 
our veterans.

Family Reading Night 
Thursday, November 21st 
at 6pm!

This year’s Illinois State 
Family Reading Night is 
Thursday, November 21st! 
Join us for a special guest 
reader, crafts, and refresh-
ments!

Lego Club Thursday, 
December 19th at 6pm

Lego night is the third 
Thursday of each month. 
Join in the fun with all the 
family as they build and 
create together. Families 
can build from 6 – 7pm! 
All children and parents are 
invited every third Thursday 
of the month. Children un-
der 8 need to bring a parent 
with them.

Book Donations Wel-
come

Our book sale was such 
a great success due to all of 
your wonderful donations! 
We are accepting donations 
again for the next book sale! 
If you have any media you 
no longer need or want-
bring them to the Mount 
Morris Library! We cannot 
accept textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, Reader’s Digest 
Condensed books, VHS 
tapes, or audio cassettes.

Display Case Showings
Princesses, Superheroes, 

and Villains! Oh My! STOP 
BY to see vinyl figurines 
from some of your favorite 
stories, movies, & shows! 
We are always looking for 
collectors or artists who are 
willing to share their trea-
sures in our display cases.  
If you are interested, please 
call, 815-734-4927. 

Explore More Illinois
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and reserve 
passes from any of our 
attractions on the Mount 
Morris Library website, 
mtmorris-il.org, under the 
resources page. Visit the 
website to browse attrac-
tions.

Lions Club Glasses and 
Hearing Aids Collections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are available 
at the library. When the 
boxes are full, they are 
picked up by local Lions 
members and dropped off 
at collection depots. These 
recycled eyeglasses are 
given to people in need, 
with the help of various 
medical missionaries, in 
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world. 
When the eyeglasses arrive 
in these countries, doctors 
and technicians conduct 

eye exams and provide a 
free pair of prescription 
eyeglasses that are as close 
as possible to that person’s 
sight needs. When donating 
HEARING AIDS, please be 
sure to place them in a small 
box or hard-covered case so 
they do not get crushed or 
damaged. 

Adult Programming
We would love to hear 

from you.  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do 
evenings or weekends work 
better?  Do you have a 
program you would like to 
share/lead?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the library 
is matched by the Mt. 
Morris Library Foundation, 
doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who gave 
memorial gifts in 2023.

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiving 

the Dixon Telegraph daily! 
We receive the Ogle County 
Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. 
Morris Times. If you want 
to keep up with the local 
news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 
materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first page 
and $0.50 each additional 
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email 
($2 per document). You can 
use a computer without a 
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available 
on our computers.  Come 
visit us and let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meetings 
are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise not-
ed.  The public is welcome 
to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105 
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. 
Morris IL 61054 –  815-734-
4927 Fax-815-734-6035 
www.mtmorris-il.org

Rock River Center is a 
resource center located at 
810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  
Our activities and trips are 
open to all ages.  Call our 
office @ 815-732-3252 
for assistance with Benefit 
Access Application for 
a license plate discount, 
Medicare, housing, home-
maker service, heating 
assistance or other things.  
Visit us at www.rockriv-
ercenter.org and like us on 
Facebook.

Wood Carvers
Tuesdays - 9:00 – 11:00 

a.m.
Mexican Train Dom-

inoes
Wednesdays - 9:30 – 

11:00 a.m.
Michigan Rummy
Wednesdays - 12:30 – 

3:15 p.m.
Boot Scooters – Line 

Dancing
Thursdays - 9:00 – 

10:30 a.m.
CRAFT GROUP on 

Nov. 4
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. Proj-

ect: Paper Fall Flower 
Wreath

SUNSHINE CLUB on 
Nov. 4.

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

BRAIN HEALTH on 
Nov. 4

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
NOVEMBER YOGA 
Dates: Novem-

ber 8, 15 and 22. Yoga: 
Friday, from 10:00 – 11:00 
a.m.  Chair Yoga: Friday, 
from 11:15 – 12:00 Noon. 
Cost: $5 per class.

SUPPORT GROUPS 
@ ROCK RIVER CEN-
TER

CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP

Meets:  4 t h 
Wednesday in February, 
May, August & November. 
Time: 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 24 
Hour Advance Registra-
tion Required.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 3RD Tuesday 
of month. Time: 10:00 – 
11:30 a.m.

DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 1st Wednesday 
of the month. Time: 10:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

L O W  V I S I O N 
GROUP

Meets:  2nd and 
4th Tuesday of month. 
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 
p.m. For more information 

on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at

815-732-3252 or 1-800-
541-5479.

Senior Information 
Services Provided by 
Rock River Center

November 2024. Do 
you need help with Benefit 
Access Application, Medi-
care, housing, personal 
care, homemaking, heating 
assistance or other things?  
Rock River Center’s In-
formation & Assistance 
Specialists are available at 
various locations through-
out Ogle County.  Assis-
tance at these locations is 
available BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY.  Please 
contact Rock River Cen-
ter at (800) 541-5479 to 
schedule an appointment. 
Byron- Jarrett Prairie Cen-
ter None / Veterans Day 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Forreston-Library Nov. 20 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Mt. 
Morris Senior Center Nov. 
14 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Polo Senior Center None / 
Thanksgiving 10:00 a.m. – 
11:00 a.m. Rochelle –Hub 
City Senior Ctr. Nov. 7 & 
21 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The Byron Middle School cross country team sent a trio of runners to the IESA 3A 
State Championship meet at Parkside Junior High in Normal on Saturday, Oct. 19. 
Henry Hazzard finished 55th out of 222 boys in Class 3A with a time of 11:44.50, 
while Makya Ingersoll and Gracyn Smith took 151st and 169th out of 223 girls in 

Class 3A with times of 14:02.18 and 14:14.51. (Courtesy photo)

Byron Middle School trio competes at IESA State Championship 

ROCK RIVER CENTER

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Join us in person at the 
library for songs, stories and 
crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Trick or Treat at the 
Library

Stop by the library to 
show off your Halloween 
costume and treat yourself to 
a goodie from our librarian’s 
cauldron! Thursday, Octo-
ber 31, 4-7 p.m. All ages.

Toddler Time: Fall 
Sensory Bins

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. Join us 
for some tactile play using 
a variety of sensory bins 
with a fun fall twist! Friday, 
November 1, 10 a.m. Ages 
1-4. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Tween Scene: Jeop-
ardy!

This IS Jeopardy! 
Tweens will get to test their 
knowledge on books, mov-
ies, games and more while 
munching on snacks and 
laughing with friends. Tues-

day, November 5, 6 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Fall Slime Lab
Get ready to experi-

ment, explore and create 
together. We’re whipping 
up some messy science fun 
by making slime with an 
autumnal twist. Saturday, 
November 9, 1 p.m. Ages 
5-9. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Cricut Lab:
Get a head start on your 

holiday wrapping! Learn 
how to create gift tags using 
Cricut pens in this class for 
experienced Cricut users. 
Thursday, November 14, 
6 p.m. BYO Cricut Ex-
plore or Maker, mat, cords 
and device with Cricut 
app installed. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.

Under the Mistletoe
Matt and Cynthia Gruel, 

from Nostalgia Entertain-
ment, return to make your 
season a little brighter with 
their two-person cabaret, 
“Under the Mistletoe.” Lis-
ten to all of your holiday fa-

vorites from “White Christ-
mas” to “Jingle Bell Rock” 
and hear the stories behind 
these festive songs. Monday, 
November 25, 6:30 p.m. All 
ages. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Holiday Festival: Our 
Favorite Things

Join us for our annual 
holiday festival featur-
ing our favorite traditions 
(crafts, games, community), 
but with a fun new twist! 
Each registered family will 
work together to collect 
holiday-inspired clues, to 
solve holiday-inspired puz-
zles, in order to win some 
holiday-themed prizes! 
Saturday, December 7, 10 
a.m.- 12 p.m. Registration 
required:815-645-8611.

Friends of the Library 
Mini Bazaar

Cupcake, cookies, and 
scones—oh my! Stop by, sit 
down to enjoy a homemade 
treat, grab treats to-go and 
shop our mini-bazaar! All 
proceeds support library 
programs and services. 
Saturday, December 7, 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Make Some Holiday 
Cards With Us

Friday, October 25th at 
11:00 am. For $5.00 each 
person will create at least 3 
cards.  Please call the center 
at 815-734-6335 to reserve 
your spot so we have enough 
supplies.

Witches Tea
All are welcome so mount 

your broom and swiftly take 
flight on October 30th at 6:00 

pm.  The cost is $15.00.  
Please call The Center for 
more information.  You must 
have purchased a ticket to 
participate.  No walk ins.

Diamond Painting
Friday, November 1st 

– Diamond Painting!  You 
are welcome to join our 
Diamond Painting Club.  We 
have choices of paintings for 
sale ($1-$10) and there is no 
skill involved.  We meet on 

the first and third Friday at 
11:00 am.

Sponsor a Chair!  
We are in the process 

of replacing our worn-out 
chairs and can use your 
help.  For $50.00 per chair, 
you can sponsor one of the 
new chairs we are hoping to 
purchase.  Stop by the center 
during open hours (9am to 1 
pm) and talk with Melissa.  
All help is appreciated!

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
ROSE G. ADRIAN, De-
ceased.
IN PROBATE
No. 2024 PR 49

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of ROSE G. 
ADRIAN of Davis Junc-
tion, Illinois. Letters of 
office were issued on 
September 30, 2024, to 
RODNEY DEJARNATT 
of Lakeville, Indiana, as 
Independent Adminis-
trator, whose attorney 
is Eric D. Morrow, of 
SMITH, BIRKHOLZ & 
MORROW, P.C. at 129 
S. 4th Street, P. 0. Box 
10, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the clerk, or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
April 14, 2025, or within 
3 months from the date 
of mailing or delivery of 
notice to creditors, if re-
quired by Section 18-3 
of the Illinois Probate 
Act of 1975, as amend-
ed, whichever date is 
later. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date is 
barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed.
Rodney DeJarnatt, In-
dependent Administra-
tor
No. 1007
(Oct. 14, 21 and 28, 
2024)

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY 
PROBATE DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: ) ) 
KIMBERLY SUE 
KUBLY, ) Deceased. )
Case No.: 2024 PR

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE: Kimberly Sue 
Kubly died on August 
13, 2024, a resident of 
Davis Junction, Ogle 
County, Illinois. On Oc-
tober 3, 2024, Jeffrey S. 
Kubly was appointed as 
Executor of her estate. 
Executor Jeffrey S. 
Kubly’s address is 421 
Hickory Drive, Davis 
Junction, Illinois 61020. 
The attorney for the 
Executor is Maas Le-
gal LLC, P.O. Box 277, 
Stillman Valley, Illinois 
61084. Claims against 
the estate must be filed 
on or before April 28, 
2025. Any claim not 
filed by that date will be 
barred. Claims may be 
filed with the Probate 
Division of the Circuit 
Clerk’s Office, Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
106 S. 5th Street, Or-
egon, Illinois 61061; or 
with either the Execu-
tor, or Maas Legal LLC, 
or with both of them. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Probate Clerk’s 
Office must be mailed 
or delivered to the 
Executor and his Attor-
ney, within ten {l 0) days 
after the Claim is filed. 
Dated: October 9, 2024.
Deborah S. Maas
Attorney for Executor: 
Jeffrey S. Kubly
Maas Legal LLC 
P.O. Box 277 
Stillman Valley, Illinois 
61084 815-7 51-1809 
E-mail: efile@deb-
maaslegal.com
No. 1015
(Oct. 14, 21 and 28, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that the proposed 
combined annual bud-
get and appropriation 
Ordinance 03-2024 of 
the Lost Lake Utility 
District of Ogle Coun-
ty, Illinois for the fiscal 
year beginning Janu-

ary 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2025 will 
be available for public 
inspection at 406 Lake 
Court, Dixon, IL from 
and after October 15, 
2024.
Notice is further given 
that a Public Hearing 
on the adoption of said 
proposed combined an-
nual budget and appro-
priation ordinance will 
be held at Lake Court 
Center, 404 Lake Court, 
Dixon, IL on November 
19, 2024 at 6:00 pm. 
Lost Lake Utility District 
of Ogle County, IL 
Beth Caudill, District 
Secretary 
No. 1019
(Oct. 28, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF A 
CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE FOR A MO-
TOR VEHICLE
MOUNT MORRIS ES-
TATES MHP, LLC,
3747 IL Rt. 64
MOUNT MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS 61054
Plaintiff,
v.
JASON BAUSER and 
MICHAEL ADAMCZYK
Defendants.
No. 2024CH12

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Jason Bauser
That this case has 
been commenced in 
this Court against you 
and other defendant 
requesting the entry of 
a Court Order directing 
the Illinois Secretary of 
State issue title to and 
in that certain 1980 Mo-
bile Home VIN: I7014F-
FR26472, located at 
3747 Illinois Route 64, 
Unit 78, Mt. Morris, 
Ogle County, Illinois.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court:
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
Ogle County Court-
house
106 S. Fifth Street
Oregon, IL 61061
On or before November 
30, 2024. A DEFAULT 
MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU AT 
ANY TIME AFTER 
THAT DAY AND  A 
JUDGEMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.
Dated Oct. 22, 2024
Kimberly A. Stahl,
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
Ogle County, Illinois
No. 1022
(Oct. 28, Nov. 4 and 11, 
2024)

NOTICE
BYRON MUSEUM 
DISTRICT OGLE 

COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

110 N. UNION 
STREET 

BYRON, ILLINOIS, 
61010 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-2 
ANNUAL LEVY 
ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE 
LEVYING TAXES 
FOR ALL DISTRICT 
PURPOSES FOR 
THE BYRON MUSE-
UM DISTRICT, OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR COMMENCING 
JULY 1, 2024 AND 
ENDING JUNE 30, 
2025.
WHEREAS, thb Board 
of Commissioners of 
Byron Museum District, 
Ogle County, Illinois 
(the “Board of Commis-
sioners”) has caused a 
certified copy of Ordi-
nance No. 24-1, the An-
nual Combined Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance, to be published 
in the Ogle County Life, 
a newspaper published 
and distributed in the 
City of Byron, County 
of Ogle and State of Il-
linois.
AND WHEREAS, the 

Board of Commission-
ers has determined the 
total amount of funds
necessary to be raised; 
by Ordinance No. 24-1, 
and more than seven 
(7) days have passed 
since the publication of 
this Ordinance.
AND WHEREAS, the 
Board of Commission-
ers adopted a Resolu-
tion regarding estimat-
ed amounts necessary 
to be levied for the year 
2024 and has deter-
mined that this levy is 
not in excess
of 105% of the taxes 
levied by the Byron Mu-
seum District for fiscal 
year 2023-2024, and 
no Truth in Taxation 
Notice and Hearing was 
required, all in accor-
dance with the require-
ments of the Truth in 
Taxation Act. 35 ILCS 
200/18-55 et seq.
NOW THEREFORE, 
BE IT ORDAINED BY 
THE BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS OF
BYRON MUSEUM OIS-
TRICT, OGLE COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS:
SECTION 1. lrhe An-
nual Combined Budget 
and Appropriation Or-
dinance for the Byron 
Museum District, Ogle 
County, Illinois, for the 
fiscal year commenc-
ing July 1, 2024, and 
ending June 30, 2025, 
kno,n as Ordinance No. 
24-1, is hereby incor-
porated in this Annual 
Levy Ordinance by ref-
erence.
SECTION 2. The 
amount to be raised by 
levy for said fiscal year 
is $141,000.00, and the 
same is hereby levied 
for the general purpos-
es of the Byron Muse-
um District, Ogle Coun-
ty, Illinois, for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 
2024 and ending June 
30, 2025.
SECTION 3. The Sec-
retary of the Board of 
Commissioners of the 
Byron Museum District, 
Ogle County, Illinois 
shall file, on or before 
the last Tuesday of De-
cember, 2024, a certi-
fied copy of this Annual 
Levy Ordinance with 
the Ogle County Clerk 
(in compliance with 70 
ILCS 1105/18). The said 
Secretary shall also file 
on or before the last 
Tuesday of December, 
2024, certified copies of 
the iAnnual Combined 
Budget and Appropria-
tion Ordinance, and this 
Annual Levy Ordinance 
with the Museum oper-
ated by the Byron Mu-
seum District and make 
said copies available to 
public inspection at all 
times. 
SECTION 4. ]he 
amount levied by this 
Annual Levy Ordinance 
is required by the Byron 
Museum District, OglJ 
County, Illinois and is to 
be extended upon the 
appropriate tax books 
for the fiscal year of 
said istrict beginning 
July 1, 2024 and ending 
June 30, 2025. 
SECTION 5. I any sec-
tion, subdivision, sen-
tence or clause of this 
Annual Levy Ordinance 
is for any reason, held 
jnvalid or to be uncon-
stitutional, such deci-
sion shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining 
portion of this Ordi-
nance. 
SECTION 6. This An-
nual Levy Ordinance 
shall be in full force and 
effect from and after 
its passage, approval, 
filing and publishing ac-
cording to law.
Adopted this 22nd day 
of October, 2024, pur-
suant to roll call vote as 
follows:
AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 0
Passed and approved 
this 22nd day of Octo-
ber, 2024.
Randy Stukenberg, 
President
ATTEST: Heather Hig-
gins, Secretary
No. 1023
(Oct. 28, 2024)

ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT 
VILLAGE OF ADELINE 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING APRIL 30, 2024 
 

*R E V I S E D * 
 
REVENUE SUMMARY:  State Income Tax 12,770.15, Municipal Sales Tax 3,937.54, Personal Property 
Replacement Tax 237.12, Local Use Tax 2,979.52, Cannabis Tax 121.05, Motor Fuel Tax 3,422.35, Solid 
Waste Fund Grant 245.00, Interest 7,688.52, Ogle County Collector 6,095.87, Building Permits 10.00,  .  
Total Revenue:  37,507.12 
 
COMPENSATION SUMMARY:  Salaries/Benefits: Mike Dickinson 735.50, Karen Dickinson 588.40, Kim 
Dickinson 628.40, Dorene Mulder 349.36, Roger Branscomb 367.75, Brian Leake 257.42, Ken Sheely 
257.42, Luke Sheely 367.75, Charles Mitchell 330.97, Na]onwide Re]rement Solu]ons 1,266.25, Jorden 
Sasscer CPA 320.00, US Treasury 151.56.  Total Compensa]on:  5,620.78 
 
EXPENDITURES SUMMARY:  IML Risk Management Assoc. 6,003.87, ComEd 4,162.43, Nicor 586.79, 
Strees/Alleys 1,500.00, Park 6,042.43, Snow Removal 480.00, Fuel/Chemicals 362.98, Equipment Repair 
368.50, Town Cleanup 490.00, Misc. 151.70.  Total Expenditures:  20,148.70 
 
Respecbully Submiced:  Kim Dickinson, Treasurer 

Acest:  Karen Dickinson, Clerk 

October 18, 2024 

 
  
 

 

 

No. 1021
(October 28, 2024)

CHRIS ANDERSON ONLINE AUCTION
PREVIEW: THURS., OCT. 31ST—10 TO 2 P.M.

BIDDING OPENS: THURS., OCT. 31ST @ 8 A.M.
5469 Sunbird Dr., Loves Park, IL 61111  

Featuring 2008 Lincoln MKZ Automobile; Southwest 
American Indian & Central American Pottery & 
Collectibles; Weedeater Lawn Tractor; Antiques & 
Collectibles; Primitives; Furni- ture; Tools; Books; 
Small Appliances; Household Furnishings; Textiles; 
Electronics;Vikings Memorabilia; Sterling Jewelry; 
More!

REAL ESTATE ONLINE AUCTION
3-Bedroom Ranch w/ Attached Garage. Master 
Suite, 2-Baths. 2,000 sq. ft. of finished liv- ing 
space. Call for Complete Details and/or Private 
Showing.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

OpenHouse

Open House | Noon to 4 pm  

Saturday’s & Sunday’s  

November 2 & November 3 
November 9 & November 10 
November 16 & November 17

642 Angling Road  
Paw Paw, IL 61353

3 beds, 2 bath 1700sq ft 
two story on 1.5-acre lot 
mol with basement and de-
tached garage/outbuilding 
on the edge of town. New 
water heater, gas furnace, 
electric panel, new septic 
and much, much more. 

Please call for directions or more details:   
630-208-4742

10282024

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALE HOUSES FOR SALE Not sure

why business 
is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

Want breaking news wherever you are?

Like us on facebook.

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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MARKETPLACE

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ROCHELLE - Horse 
Barn & General 
Property Help Needed. 
Call 815-384-5031 
(10302024RNL)

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

BYRON CUSD #226
Immediate Opening

Special Education Paraprofessional
• License Required

• Full-Time with Benefits
Apply online at  
www.byron226.org

Click on the Menu Tab
Submit application 

under the
Employment 

Opportunities Section

10142024

SUBSTITUTE BUS 
DRIVERS NEEDED
Byron CUSD #226

Please apply online at  
www.byron226.org

Under the ‘About Us’ Tab/
Employment Opportunities

Training is Possible,
Contact Barb Rundle at  

815-234-5491 ext 4400 for 
more information

09
16
20
24

60-75K per year. 
Oversee and enhance our 

workplace safety programs. 
Safety and or construction 

experience preferred. 
Email:  

info@martincoinc.net

Safety 
Manager

Now Hiring

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Garage Sale  
Franklin Grove

Presbyterian Church Basement
106 S. Walnut Street

Friday, Nov. 1 8AM - 4PM
Saturday, Nov. 2 8AM - 1PM or Later

Fall & Winter Sale
Clothing, Boots, Coats, Christmas 
items, Boys clothing sizes 12M to 

5T, small appliances, books, 32” TV, 
Avon collectibles, etc. Even more 

variety and items than our previous 
large sales.

HUGE 
GARAGE SALE 

309 S First St, 
Oregon

Fri/Sat 9 am - 1 pm
Tools, 

Household, 
Furniture & Wood

10282024

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

2 Young 
Cats Need 

New Country 
Home

~ Good “Mousers” ~
Contact: 815-997-2748 PI

A
#3
7

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

Read and 
Recycle
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LOCAL NEWS

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
New Large Print Ma-

terials
New large print adult 

fiction titles include: The 
Queen of Paris by Pamela 
Binnings Ewen, God of 
the Woods by Liz Moore, 
and Counting Miracles by 
Nicholas Sparks. 

Fall Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 

am. Join us every Wednes-
day at 10:00 am for stories, 
games, and crafts. This pro-

gram is a great opportunity 
for children and caregivers 
to discover the joy of shar-
ing stories and making new 
friends in a relaxed setting. 
We hope you’ll join us!

Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 
showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 

library at (815)938-2624 
for additional information.

Soft Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-

type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), 
cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft plastic. 
Please make sure bags are 
free from debris and remove 
all paper/sticker labels. 
Thank you!

Gabriel Mack
pineview@daystar.io

Phone • Fax
779-251-0254 • 815-946-4372

SERVICES

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Lawncare
Landscaping

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming 

& Planting
Mulching

Forestry Cutting

05202024

No Longer Ac -
c e p t i n g  P l a s t i c 
Thanks to our community 
and the years of our success-
ful partnership with Trex and 
other local organizations, 
we collected enough plas-
tic bags to donate several 
benches to Ogle County! 
However, the library will 
no longer accept donations 
as we pivot to other projects. 
Instead please visit Meijer, 
Schnucks, Target and Kohl’s 
to donate your bags.

Did you know
That the Byron Library 

can help you research your 
family history?  Stop in to ac-
cess Ancestry.com Library 
Edition or Family Search 
from the library computers, 
or view our physical local 
history collection located in 
the conference room.  You 
can also visit https://www.
byronlibrary.org/services/
local-history/ at any time to 
peruse our digital collection, 
including an online archive 
of Byron newspapers and 
Byron High School year-
books!

Rogue  Town:  A 
True Crime Story 
Thursday, Nov. 7. 6 – 7:00 
pm. Join local author Vito 
Colucci, Jr. as he discusses 
his Pulitzer Prize winning 
book Rogue Town. Rogue 
Town is Vito’s first-hand 
account of the true story of 
Stamford, Connecticut, a 
city that from 1965 through 
1985 was under the strangle-

hold of organized crime and 
run by corrupt officials. This 
story served as a catalyst 
for Ronald Reagan as he 
established the President’s 
commission on organized 
crime.

Vito received the Combat 
Cross for a shootout he was 
involved in, and received 
Valor Citations. He has 
been a regular commentator 
on various news programs 
including: 48 Hours, MSN-
BC, Fox News, and CNN. 
Vito has been a private 
investigator since 1990, and 
his own radio show “Crime 
Time” with Vito Colucci 
PI. A signed copy of Rogue 
Town will be raffled off 
during the program, with 
additional copies available 
for purchase. ($20 cash or 
check) 

Creat ive  S tud io 
Our Creative Studio is open 
on Sunday afternoons and 
two evenings a week, so 
stop by for monthly crafts 
and to use our maker space 
equipment! Crafts out on 
the tables are free of charge, 
while some other projects 
will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school 
and high school youth can 
use some of the materials 
while with an adult, or 
during Teen Time.  Cre-
ative Studio hours: Sunday 
1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 
am-1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, 
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 
– 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 

am – 1:00 pm, Thursday 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the PrairieCat 
app to your phone or mobile 
device and log in with your 
library card number and 
PIN!  You’ll be able to view 
your checkouts and holds, 
renew renewable materials, 
and search the library cata-
log.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons can 
still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at 
byronlibrary.org or call us 
at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for 
help!  We will call or email 
you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to 
be picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, and 
we will bring your items 
out to you, already checked 
out.  A receipt with your due 
dates will be included with 
your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY


