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Selling? FARMLAND Buying?

FALL HARVEST

The Land Pro LLC land brokerage marketing system
attracts serious, qualified buyers
to every sale, regardless of
whether it is an auction or
traditional exclusive listing. Our
specialized expertise ultimately
maximizes your property’s sale
price. Visit landprollc.us to find
out if your property is suited for
an auction or a traditional exclusive listing!
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Land Pro LLC | Professional Land Specialists
2681 US Hwy 34 | Oswego, IL 331.999.3490 | landprolic.us

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

bipartisan
group of law-
akers are

sponsoring legislation
to restrict the eligibility
of the 457 tax credit to
renewable fuels derived
only from domestically
sourced feedstock and

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
A bipartisan group of lawmakers are sponsoring legislation to restrict the
eligibility of the 45Z tax credit to renewable fuels derived only from
domestically sourced feedstock and extending the credit for seven years.

Lawmakers propose 457 extension,
limiting to U.S. feedstocks

extending the credit for
seven years.

The bicameral and
bipartisan Farmer First
Fuel Incentives Act is co-
led by U.S. Sens. Roger
Marshall, R-Kansas, and
Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio,
with companion legisla-
tion introduced by U.S.
Reps. Tracey Mann, R-
Kansas, and Marcy Kap-

tur, D-Ohio.

Created by the Inflation
Reduction Act, the Clean
Fuel Production Credit
(45Z) for low carbon fu-
els, including sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF), will
be in effect from 2025 to
2027, whichisnotenough
time, lawmakers said.

See page 3
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From page 2

Extending the credit to
10 years would give the
ethanol industry the time
and financial incentive to
build up the infrastructure
needed for the U.S. to be
less reliant on foreign
fuel, open new markets
for farmers and increase
ethanol production across
the Midwest, according to
a news release.

“It’s very tough in farm
country with high interest
rates and low commodity
prices, which is exactly
why we can’t have a tax
policy that will lower
commodity prices even
more,” Marshall said.
“While we support free
trade and open markets,

we do not believe for-
eign feedstocks should
be incentivized through
the hard-earned dollars
of U.S. taxpayers to the
detriment of American
farmers.”

Illinois Farm Bureau
President Brian Duncan
submitted comments to
USDA in July stressing
the 457 tax credit should
benefit only producers
manufacturing biofuels
from feedstocks sourced
from the U.S. The de-
partment received 260
comments.

“The use of low-car-
bon commodities pro-
vides new market oppor-
tunities for U.S. farmers.
However, without the
proper framework, farm-

3 o e &~ SO P
Compeer Financial can pro;/ide assistance with financing and operations based on historical data and
industry expertise. Compeer does not provide legal, tax or investment advice. Compeer Financial, ACA

@ is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer. NMLS #619731.
© 2024 All rights reserved.

ers may face unnecessary
barriers limiting access to
these markets,” Duncan
wrote. “It is imperative
that the program design
and structure for low-
carbon feedstocks is done
correctly the first time
so there will be optimal
participation from farm-
ers across the country.”
Illinois’ two senators
and four representatives,
including Nikki Budzin-
ski, D-Springfield; Darin
LaHood, R-Dunlap; Eric
Sorenson, D-Moline; and
Robin Kelly, D-Matte-
son, previously signed
onto bipartisan letters in
support of limiting the
credit to domestically
produced renewable fuels
derived from domestical-

ly produced feedstocks.

Failure to properly
structure the feedstock
sustainability criteria as-
sociated with 457 credit
will incentivize the use of
foreign feedstocks over
those from U.S. suppliers,
contrary to the intent of
Congress, the senators’
July 30 letter to Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen
stated.

Commodity group
leaders applauded the
recently introduced leg-
islation.

“Corn growers are
making every effort to
help the airline industry
lower its greenhouse gas
emissions through the
use of corn ethanol,” said
Minnesota farmer and

National Corn Growers
Association President
Harold Wolle. “We are
deeply appreciative of
these leaders for intro-
ducing legislation that
establishes requirements
for the tax credit that will
level the playing field for
America’s corn growers.”
American Soybean
Association President
Josh Gackle said farm-
ers who grow the crops
utilized in biofuels take
pride in reducing green-
house gas emissions
while supporting the
U.S. economy and energy
independence.
“However, for contin-
ued growth of America’s
promising biofuels indus-
try, U.S. farmers need the

supportofafinal45Z rule
that prioritizes domesti-
cally sourced feedstock,”
said Gackle, a North
Dakota soybean farmer.

USDA Secretary
Tom Vilsack has said
restricting the credit to
domestically produced
feedstocks could spur
retaliation against U.S. ag
exports. The ag secretary
has also said he is “confi-
dent” the clean fuels tax
credit will be finalized by
January.

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between
1llinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more
food and farming news,
visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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Harvest weather dry, starting to feel more like fall

BY RHIANNON BRANCH
FARMWEEK

ALL cropsare be-

F ing harvested, but

recentweather felt
more like summer.

State Climatologist
Trent Ford said many Il-
linois residents got a taste
of fall temperatures in early
September, but the month
ended much warmer.

“September average
temperatures ranged from
the mid-60s in northern
[llinois to the low-70s in
southern Illinois,” he said.
“Most of the state was
between 1 and 5 degrees
above normal, with the
highest departures in the
northern third of the state.”

Ford said there were
a lot of regional varia-
tions in temperature in
September with daytime
highs reaching 96 degrees
in Mount Vernon and 95
in Peoria, while nighttime
lows dipped down to 39 in
Normal and 36 in Elgin. It
was the second-warmest
September on record in
Chicago.

But it all evened out in
the end with the statewide
average September tem-
perature pegged at 68.5
degrees, 1.8 degrees above
the 1991-2020 average.

Ford said rainfall also
varied by region in Sep-
tember.

“Total September pre-
cipitation ranged from less

Sales * Farm Management ¢ Market Evaluations

Lee County:

40 +/- Acres. S33 of Nachusa Twp. Gorgeous
piece with tillable & timber. Borders IDNR, CRP &
tillable land. Excellent hunting, and available for

2024 season. Realtor Owned.

15 +/- Acres. S23 of Marion Twp. Located on
Amboy Rd W of Amboy. Exact dimensions to be
agreed by buyer & seller then surveyed. Tenancy

open 2025.

Carroll & Ogle County:

215+/- Acres, 141.5 +/- tillable. Both Elkhorn Grove
(Carroll) & Eagle Point (Ogle) SOLD!

Heartlan

REALTY

815-288-4648

www.heartlandrealty.info

than 1 inch in far northwest
Illinois to over 8 inches in
parts of southern Illinois,”
he said. “Most areas of the
state south of Interstate 64
were 1 to 5 inches wetter
than normal for the month,
while much of central and
northern Illinois were 1 to
3inchesdrierthannormal.”

Fordsaidrain fromrem-
nants of Hurricane Helene
in the southern portion of
the state caused the drastic
differences, noting that
it was the second-driest
September on record in
Mount Carroll to the north
while Carbondale in the
south was the fourth wettest
withmore than 8 inches for
the month.

Statewide total Sep-

SRR

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)

An open weather window allowed farmers to accelerate the harvest pace in
recent weeks, including this Peoria County field. Soybean harvest was 24%
complete statewide as of Sept. 30, which was 13 points ahead of the average

pace.

tember precipitation was
pegged at 2.73 inches,
0.62 inches below the
1991-2020 average.

Drought remains a
concern

Sales & Installations.

AV VYA VAVAVAVANS Vb

S mobileelectronics01@frontier.com

CALL US FOR YOUR PUBLIC SAFETY &
BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS!

*2-Way Radio Service, Sales & Installations.

oWe Are An Authorized Dealer Of Telex 911
Radio Dispatch Equipment, Icom &
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Emergency Equipment
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815 938-2586 * FORRESTON, IL

Considering those to-
tals, Ford said drought is
stillaconcern in the central
and northern portions of
the state.

“Much of the region
had a top-five-driest start
to September on record,
including the driest first
20 days of the month in
Quincy, Danville, Moline,
and Rockford,” he said.

As of Oct. 3, the U.S.
Drought Monitor indi-
cated 70% of the state is
experiencing abnormally
dry to moderate drought
conditions.

Meanwhile the hur-
ricane eliminated drought
concerns formostofsouth-
ern Illinois and dropped
rain across the Ohio River
Basin that improved water
levels on the Mississippi
River.

Statewide topsoil mois-
ture supply was rated 44%
shorttovery short,49% ad-
equate and just 7% surplus
as of Sept. 30, the National
Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice reported.

Harvest activity shifts
into high gear

The overall warmer and

drier September condi-
tions continued to push the
state’s harvest pace ahead
of average.

USDA reported as of
Sept. 30, 21% of corn and
24% of soybeans were har-
vested inIllinois compared
to the five-year average of
16%and 11%, respectively.
Winter wheat planting is
also ahead of normal at
11% complete with 2%
emerged.

Looking ahead, the
Climate Prediction Center
shows higher odds of a
warmer and drier than
normal October, but Ford
said there will still be a
more noticeable transition
to fall conditions.

Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration is
predicting higher chances
of a wetter than normal
winter season.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the II-
linois Press Association.
Formorefoodandfarming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.
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Recent farm accidents alert safety experts

BY PHYLLIS COULTER
FARMWEEK

LREADY this
harvest season,
rain entrap-

ments, utility task vehicle
(UTV) crashes and other
farm accidents have been
reported across the state.
The RFD Radio Network
talked to a farm safety
specialist to get relevant
safety tips.
UTYV vehicles

“We are seeing more
and more UTV accidents,”
said Amy Rademaker, farm
safety specialistwith Rade-
maker Agricultural Safety
and Health Services.

“There are seatbelts in
those for a reason.”

UTVs are being used at
times as asubstitute for cars
and trucks, but they don’t
provide the same protec-
tion for drivers and pas-
sengers, including airbags.
UTVs are not designed for
“joyrides” but for practical
purposes getting back and
forth to the field and carry-
ing tools, she said.

She encourages both
UTVs and recreational
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs)

be operated by only “age-
appropriate” drivers.

Grain entrapments

This time of year, flow-
ing grain is particularly
dangerous. It’s important
not to be in a grain bin or
vehicle when it is being
loaded or unloaded, the
safety specialist said.

“It only takes a second
to get into a situation where
you need to call for help,”
she said.

Rademaker reminds
farmers to use a lifeline,
harness, a spotter and belay
system when working in
bins and not to enter a bin
when grain is moving.

She also cautioned
againstletting children play
in grain like in a sandbox. It
can send a mixed message.
They might not be able to
differentiate between when
itissafetoplay ingrain. “We
never want them to be in a
wagon and bins,” she said.

Electrical safety

Electricity is something
a person can’t see, smell or
hear, so one can become
complacent, she said. In the
fields, farmers need to be
cautious around overhead
power lines, especially

CHS Rochelle is strategically located with access to
interstate highways, railways, and the Illinois River.

We are able to process 48 million bushels of corn
annually, producing 140 million gallons of ethanol, and
360,000 tons of dried distillers.

Contact us today to set up an account.

1900 Steward Rd, Rochelle,

(815) 561-0650

www.jobs.chsinc.com [K3

IL}

whenloadingandunloading
with augers.

Rademaker said a farm-
er’s job is also to think of
the safety of people working
with them.

“Make sure there are no
augers anywhere near 10
feet of those power lines.”

Look for the safest place
tounload semisand wagons.
When transporting equip-
ment, make sure the augers
are lowered.

If a person spots some-
one suffering from elec-
trocution, she cautions not
to approach them because
the onlooker could become
another path to the ground.
“You become another vic-
tim,” Rademaker said.

It’s crucial in that cir-
cumstance to shut off the
power and call the electrical
company and emergency
services.

Mental health

After an accident, there
may be ongoing stress, so it
isimportantto pay attention
to people around us and
notice signs of stress and
isolation.

When such situations
arise, Rademaker refers
people to the Farm Family

10212024

Resource Initiative, led by
Southern Illinois University
and the North Central Farm
andRanch Stress Assistance
Center, at the University of
Illinois. These services are
designedto help withissues
including substance abuse,
depression and anxiety.

In an emergency, people
can call 911 and get help
right away, she said. For the
suicide and crisis lifeline,
dial 988.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the II-
linois Press Association.
Formore food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.

(PHOTO BY RHIANNON BRANCH OF FARMWEEK)
A farmer climbs a ladder on a grain bin in
Champaign County while preparing to unload
soybeans.
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U.S. hog inventory on the rise; margins remaln tlght
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BY RHIANNON BRANCH
FARMWEEK

HE latest quar-
terly hogs and
pigs report

from USDA showed an
increase in U.S. num-
bers.

Inventory as of Sept.
1 was pegged at 76.5
million head, up slightly
from September 2023
and up 2% from June 1.
In Illinois, all hogs and
pigs totaled 5.6 million
head, down 3% since
June butup 2% compared
to last year.

During a webinar
hosted by the National
Pork Board after the re-

port was released Sept.
26, Brett Stuart with
Global AgriTrends said
there is potential for
swine numbers to con-
tinue to rise.

“The WASDE (World
Agricultural Supply and
Demand Estimates) re-
port shows 2024 pork
production up 2.7%,”
he said. “If we were up
1.1% in the first half,
that means to get to the
WASDE number, we’re
goingtobeup4.3%inthe
second half of the year.”

Stuartsaid given those
estimates, the hog indus-
try could be looking at
larger production going
into the fourth quarter.

HorMEL®

Foops!

The September report
placed breeding inven-
tory at 6.04 million head,
down 2% from last year,
butup 1% from the previ-
ous quarter. The breeding
inventory in Illinois,
650,000 head, was down
20,000 from last year.

Market hog inventory
(70.4 million head) was
up 1% from last year
and 2% from last quarter
nationwide and up 2% in
[llinois at 4.95 million
head.

Thereportalsoshowed
increases in some of the
higher weight classes for
market hogs.

See page 7
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(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)
USDA’s September hogs and pigs report pegged the inventory at 76.5 million
head, up 2% since June.
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Equipment sector better prepared for downturn

BY RHIANNON BRANCH
FARMWEEK

G machinery
sales are taking
hit as farmers’

balance sheets tighten, but
the equipment industry has
been preparing.

“Over the course of his-
tory, the price of corn and
the sale of tractors over 40
horsepower tend to track
one to one,” Association of
Equipment Manufacturers
Senior Vice President Curt
Blades told FarmWeek.
“And we know corn prices
are down right now, so it is
to be expected.”

See page 8

(PHOTO BY RHIANNON BRANCH OF FARMWEEK)
Farm Progress Show attendees check out the vast lineup of equipment in
Boone, lowa, as part of this year’s online auction held in conjunction with the
show.

Hours: 6:30 - 8:00 am & 4:30 - 6 pm

(Please schedule an appointment. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
e —

815-762-6867
PreciousPastures.com

Tire Service

815-225-7411

Milledeville, IL

Call us anytime!
We're here to help.
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Milledgeville
815-225-7101
West Warehouse
815-493-2800

From page 6

“I think it’s important
to keep in mind as we’re
seeing cheaper feed costs,
that could have implica-
tions for continuing those
higher weights,” said Lee
Schulz, economist at lowa
State University. “And we
may see some adjustments
whenwethinkaboutmarket
timing as we go forward.”

Schulz said ISU profit-
ability models are patchy
as the industry comes off
months of modest profits.

“Asyou look at some of
theseasonallyhigherprices,
our model shows the next
couple of months could
continue to see some mod-
est profits to break-even
levels,”hesaid. “Butgetting

CARROLL

SERVICE COMPANY

Main Office & Energy Department

815-493-2181

Farm Systems
815-493-2620

Lanark West

815-493-2478

into some red ink as we get
into the fourth quarter and
into winter.”

Profitability could then
resume next spring.

“On average for 2025,
we see some modest profits
but there is still significant
variability across those prof-
it levels, providing a lot of
risk for producers,” Schulz
said. “ButI’ll also highlight
themarketcurrently is offer-
ing some opportunity with
some profitable prices at
times remaining this year.”

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the II-
linois Press Association.
For more food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.
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From page 7

AEM’s August equip-
ment sales report showed
total sales of ag tractors in
the U.S. dropped 19.4%
and combine sales fell
19.6% from a year ago.

Blades said the indus-
try learned some hard les-
sons from the most recent
economic downturn and
is better prepared for this

next phase in the cycle.
“Manufacturers have
been working closely with
the dealers to understand
what the supply chain
needs are and what the
market demand is,” he
said. “The last thing you
want is too much invento-
ry atthe dealerlotbecause
that has a negative impact
on the dealer, used prices
and the rural economy.”

A report by Moody’s
Ratings suggests the
three largest agricultural
equipment manufactur-
ers (AGCO Corp., CNH
Industrial and Deere &
Company) are better posi-
tioned to deal with weak-
ening demand compared
to the 2014-16 downturn.

“We expect that, even
in the face of signifi-
cant declines in revenue,
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Production Loans | Equipment Loans
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EBITA (earnings before
interest, taxes and amor-
tization) margins in 2024
will remain in the 9-20%
range for all three com-
panies, thanks in part to
key operational changes,
good cost management
and more flexible manu-
facturing processes,” the
report said.

The report showed the
top three manufacturers
are cutting back sharply
on production in 2024 to
decrease inventory levels
in preparation for 2025.

Blades said the manu-
facturing industry is also
focusing on options that
farmers want and the va-
riety of advantages they
look at when considering
equipment.

For example, Blades
said this generation of
machines is 20% more
fuel efficient than the
previous generation, al-
lowing farmers to reduce
diesel costs.

“Farmers see these as
business decisions, not
just emotional decisions,
and they are investing in
technology to make sure
that they are as operation-
ally efficient as they possi-
bly canbe to survive those
downturns,” Blades said.

Seth Crawford is the
general manager of PTx,
a business unit of AGCO.
He told FarmWeek that
investing in companies
like Precision Planting
and Trimble has helped
them remain innovative
and focus on farmers’
needs.

“They’re the innova-
tors that feed that dedi-
cated channel which helps
us gain traction with those
innovations, so it’s a nice
reinforcing cycle,” hetold
FarmWeek. “We’ve been
ableto operate (PTx)inde-
pendently, and it’s helped
our growth.”

Crawford said the Pre-
cision Planting division
allows the company to
bring technologies to

(COURTESY PHOTO)

market that help farmers
enhance their existing
fleet of equipment.

“So they don’t need
to make that big capital
investment. They can
make a small investment
with a fast payback that
can bring them an almost
instant return in one op-
erating cycle,” Crawford
said. “And we do that in
a scalable way to help the
farmers achieve profit-
ability even in the most
difficult times.”

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between
Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more
food and farming news,
visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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