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On the hunt for a new furnace or a On the hunt for a new furnace or a 
furnace check up? furnace check up? 
Hunt no further thanHunt no further than

Have a safe and successful deer season, Illinois hunters!Have a safe and successful deer season, Illinois hunters!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Creston Village Board 
of Trustees heard a report 
from Village Engineer 
Kevin Bunge on moving 
forward with water tow-
er cleaning work in the 
future.

Bunge said that work 
on the project is underway 
and he’s been reaching out 
to firms that specialize 
in water tower cleaning 
work. The work would 
include cleaning of the 
interior and exterior of the 
water tower. Painting will 
not be part of the project, 
Bunge said.

Trustees expressed a 
desire to look into the 
water tower cleaning last 
month when discussing 
rust issues that have been 
seen recently in the vil-
lage’s water system. It’s 
been estimated the water 
tower hasn’t been cleaned 
in 4-5 years. 

See CRESTON pg 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Emergency 
Response Team’s use of 
deadly force in a June 
12 incident at a home in 
Lost Nation that left a 
barricaded Dixon man and 
three officers shot has been 
ruled justified, a Sept. 27 
press release from Ogle 
County State’s Attorney 
Mike Rock said. 

Jonathon Gounaris, 
32, of rural Dixon is cur-
rently in custody due to 
the incident and his next 
scheduled court appear-
ance is Oct. 17. He faces 
charges of four counts 
of attempted first degree 
murder, three counts of 
aggravated discharge of 
a firearm, three counts of 
aggravated battery and two 
counts of possession of a 
firearm without a Firearm 
Owner’s Identification 
(FOID) card. 

The Ogle County 
ERT team was called to 
Gounaris’ home in Lost 
Nation on June 12 after a 
report of someone threat-
ening to commit suicide, 
when police entered the 
home, Gounaris and Ogle 
County ERT Members 
Tyler Carls (Rochelle Fire 

Ogle County ERT team ruled justified in June Lost 
Nation shooting incident with barricaded Dixon man

Use of deadly force ruled justified, no criminal 
charges will be filed against law enforcement

The Ogle County Emergency Response Team’s use of deadly force in a June 12 
incident at a home in Lost Nation that left a barricaded Dixon man and three 
officers shot has been ruled justified, a Sept. 27 press release from Ogle County 
State’s Attorney Mike Rock said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Department), Lt. Jason 
Ketter (Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office) and Sgt. Tad 
Dominski (Oregon Police 
Department) were shot. 
ERT members were trans-
ported to area hospitals and 
later discharged. Gounaris 
underwent surgery and 
survived his injuries. 

The use of force by law 
enforcement was reviewed 
by Winnebago County 
State’s Attorney J. Hanley 
due to the Ogle County 

State’s Attorney’s Office 
handing the prosecution 
of Gounaris. 

The Illinois State Po-
lice, Zone 2, Major Crimes 
Investigation Unit con-
ducted an investigation 
into the use of force and on 
Sept. 27, Hanley issued a 
memorandum concluding 
that the officers acted rea-
sonably and lawfully. 

Dominski, Ketter, Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Sgt. Justin Diehl and 

Deputy Jon Shippert were 
ERT members that fired 
weapons in the incident. 
The investigation into 
the incident consisted of 
interviewing witnesses, 
and reviewing police ra-
dio transmissions, police 
in-car cameras, body cam-
eras, private surveillance 
video, photos of the scene, 
police reports, and results 
of forensic evaluations. 

See SHOOTING pg 8

Returning from 
Returning from Retirement!
Retirement!   Over 40 Years Experience

General 
Podiatry 
Care

Dr. K. Bailey, Podiatrist
Call for an Appointment 815-985-1057 | 1111 S. Alpine Rd., Rockford
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Village moving 
toward water 
tower cleaning

Rochelle Township High School crowned the 2024 Homecoming Court during its Pep Rally on Thursday evening. Seniors Francisco Diaz 
and Arline Villanueva were named Homecoming King and Queen, while juniors Wyatt Worthington and Annaliese Koziol were named 

Prince and Princess. Sophomore Court winners were Adam Cobos and Briel Metzger. Freshman Court winners were Saul Avila and Carol 
Carpenter. Congratulations to all of the Homecoming Court winners this year. (Photo by Russell Hodges)

Rochelle Township High School crowns 2024 Homecoming Court on Thursday evening
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The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment is currently investi-
gating a suspicious death 
after a 41-year-old Ro-
chelle man was found 
deceased at 101 N. Wash-
ington St. the morning of 
Sept. 27, RPD Chief Pete 
Pavia said. 

RPD and the Rochelle 
Fire Department were 
called to that location 
around 8:15 a.m. Friday 
morning, Sept. 27, for a 
report of an unrespon-
sive male, who was later 
declared deceased and 
identified as Manuel Pe-
naran, 41, of Rochelle. The 
Illinois State Police crime 
scene unit was called and 
processed the scene. The 
investigation, which Pa-
via said is still in its early 
stages, is being conducted 
by RPD and ISP. 

Penaran was found out-
side behind the Ornamen-

tal Plasterwork Services 
building at 101 N. Wash-
ington St. Pavia said he 
was unable to comment on 
whether or not Penaran’s 
body showed evidence of 
foul play. 

Several witnesses have 
been interviewed in re-
lation to the case, Pavia 
said. As of now it is not 
a homicide investigation, 
just a suspicious death, 
he said. RPD and ISP are 
waiting on autopsy and 
toxicology reports. 

“Our detective came in 
and took a look at the body 
and after speaking with 
individuals in the area it 
became suspicious that it 
could potentially be more 
than a natural cause death 
and that’s when the inves-
tigation started,” Pavia 
said. “We then called the 
ISP crime team to process 
the whole scene. We did 
everything we could to 
preserve the scene and get 
all the evidence we could 
and now the case is running 

its course. I anticipate there 
will be more information 
upon completion of the 
autopsy.”

Pavia said there is video 
footage of Penaran in the 
area from the night before 
he was found, but a time-
line has not yet been set in 
the investigation. The Ogle 
County Coroner’s Office 
did not provide investi-
gators with a time frame 
of how long Penaran had 
been deceased for before 
he was found. 

“The ISP and our de-
tective division are out 
now doing neighborhood 
canvasses and looking for 
additional camera footage 
and things like that,” Pavia 
said. “We’re looking at this 
as an isolated incident. As 
far as we’re concerned, 
there’s no danger to the 
public. We’ll continue to 
work the case.”

Anyone with informa-
tion about the incident is 
asked to contact RPD at 
(815) 562-2131.

RPD investigating suspicious 
death after 41-year-old man 
found Sept. 27 in downtown area

DAVIS JUNCTION 
– On Saturday, Oct. 26 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County will break 
ground on its 15th home 
build since 2002. This will 
be the affiliate’s first build 
in Davis Junction. The 
home, which will be built 
primarily by Habitat con-
struction volunteers and 
board members, will help 
a well-deserving partner 
family achieve the dream 
of homeownership.

Habitat for Humanity 
of Ogle County’s ground-
breaking ceremony will 
take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
lot located at 117 Prairie 

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County groundbreaking 
on Davis Junction home scheduled for Oct. 26

Moon Drive, Davis Junc-
tion. Sponsored/decorated 
studs from Habitat’s Stud-
a-thon will be on display 
and light refreshments will 
be served. The build, which 
had initially been planned 
to begin late this summer, 
will take place early 2025 
due to some delays in 
construction planning. 
Many community orga-
nizations, businesses and 
individuals have donated 
to the build as well as to 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County’s many Brush 
with Kindness projects 
(critical home repairs) for 
the year. Major donors 
for this year’s housing 

programs include the Vil-
lage of Davis Junction (lot 
donation), the Community 
Foundation of Northern Il-
linois, Rochelle Area Com-
munity Foundation, the 
Blazer Foundation, CHS, 
Woodward Foundation 
and Etnyre Foundation.

The public is invited 
to the groundbreaking 
ceremony to celebrate the 
build as well as Habitat’s 
continued mission to build 
homes, community and 
hope. For more informa-
tion regarding Habitat for 
Humanity of Ogle County, 
please call 815-222-8869, 
or visit the website at www.
habitatofoglecounty.org.

The Rochelle Fire Department and the Rochelle Police Department played the 
2nd Annual Battle of the Badges game on Saturday night at Helms Field. RFD 

prevailed 18-12 in the game. All proceeds from the event will benefit the 
Community Action Network (CAN). (Courtesy photos)

RFD wins 2nd Annual Battle of the Badges

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

STEWARD — Two 
public information meet-
ings were held on Sept. 30 
and Oct. 1 on the ongoing 
Steward-Caron Road In-
dustrial Corridor (SCRIC) 
study, which is being 
conducted by Blackhawk 
HIlls Regional Council 
at the request of the City 
of Rochelle, Village of 
Steward and Lee County 
regarding the develop-
ment between Rochelle’s 
southeastern industrial 
area and Steward.

The study aims to im-
prove conditions around 

current and future de-
velopment for the best 
interests of the area. The 
Sept. 30 meeting was 
held at Steward Elemen-
tary School and saw at-
tendance by about 40 
residents, including city, 
village and Lee County 
officials.

The study will yield 
findings on the impact of 
trucks and trains on local 
communities, proposals to 
move people and freight 
safely through the corridor 
and recommendations on 
how to improve transpor-
tation systems and other 
key infrastructure. It is 
currently gathering com-

munity feedback and plans 
to finish its recommenda-
tions by the end of 2024.

“This study set out to 
try to focus on what we 
can do to make sure that 
future industrial projects 
in this area are win-win 
and that the impacts are 
as minimal as possible,” 
Lee County Industrial 
Development Association 
CEO Tom Demmer said. 
“What can we do when 
the next project comes to 
try to have a plan in place 
for how we can improve 
safety, quality of life, and 
the flow of traffic?”

See STEWARD pg 5

Steward-Caron Road Industrial 
Corridor Study meetings held

Two public information meetings were held on Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 on the ongoing 
Steward-Caron Road Industrial Corridor (SCRIC) study, which is being conducted 
by Blackhawk HIlls Regional Council at the request of the City of Rochelle, Village 
of Steward and Lee County regarding the development between 
Rochelle’s southeastern industrial area and Steward.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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815.562.7071 | www.stillmanbank.com

• Access to Stillman Mortgage Online -  find a lender, apply 
   online in less than 20 minutes, and more!

• FREE pre-approvals

• We service our loans, so if you have a question, 
   you can talk to us - not some out of state firm

• Decisions are made locally - by us! 

• Proud to be voted Ogle County’s Best Mortgage
   Lending Services!

• Our staff is professional, knowledgeable, and experienced 

Buying a new home?
Our experienced mortgage team is here to help! 

Local Lenders. Local Decisions. 

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

On Saturday, the Gold Star Mission 500 bike ride passed through Rochelle and made a stop at Rochelle VFW Post 3878. The riders rode 500 miles in five days to 
honor Illinois’ fallen solders, beginning in Metropolis, Illinois and finishing in Rockford. The Gold Star Mission is a nonprofit that seeks to honor and support Gold Star 
Families by preserving the memory of our fallen heroes. Mayor John Bearrows spoke at the event at the VFW and Post Commander Dennis Orlikowski was presented 

with an autographed poster from Gold Star during the visit. (Photos by Jason Hardin Photography)

Gold Star Mission 500 stops at Rochelle VFW

CRESTON: Golf cart/UTV ordinance discussed by trustees Tuesday
From page 1

Village officials are 
also investigating other 
potential fixes for the vil-
lage’s rust issue, including 
hydrant flushing and chang-
ing the layout of Creston’s 
water system.

Village President Tom 
Byro mentioned during 
the meeting that he’s been 
speaking with Comcast 
about the company’s inter-
est in potentially installing 
an antenna on Creston’s 
water tower and leasing an 
acre of land on the ground 
for a shed and infrastructure 
to support the antenna.

After speaking with vil-
lage trustees and officials, 
Byro said he would contin-
ue to work with Comcast 
on potentially coming to 
an agreement to bring to 
the board for approval. The 
proceeds from a potential 
agreement in the future 
could be used for upkeep of 
the water tower, Byro said.

Golf carts/UTVs
Trustees had a discus-

sion Tuesday on potential 
changes to its current golf 
cart/UTV ordinance.

Creston currently re-
quires the owners of golf 
carts and UTVs to register 
them with the village for 
a fee and to have certain 
features such as turning 

signals, insurance, and 
slow-moving vehicle signs. 
The village does not allow 
four-wheelers, dirt bikes, 
mini bikes or go carts.

The village has encoun-
tered issues with enforce-
ment, people not registering 
their golf carts, unlicensed 
drivers, and speeding. 
Trustees expressed a desire 
Tuesday to keep its current 
ordinance, but do away with 
the fee it involves so as to 
not punish those who have 
been paying it so far. Trust-
ees also directed Creston’s 
village attorneys to change 
the name of the ordinance 
to make sure it reflects that 
it applies to UTVs as well 
as golf carts.

Enforcement of the ordi-
nance is the biggest hurdle 
the village has because of 
the fact that it doesn’t have 
a police department.

“I think the problem is 
everybody knows we’re 
not enforcing it,” Village 
Trustee Steve Katzman 
said. “They know there’s 
an ordinance, but we don’t 
enforce it, so they don’t pay. 
And I think there’s a mis-
conception because we call 
it the golf cart ordinance, 
but it’s for golf carts and 
UTVs.”

Storm sewer
Bunge said during the 

meeting that plans are 

complete on a planned 
storm sewer project in the 
village. The next step in 
the process is talking to 
property owners to secure 
easements to allow for the 
work, which will take place 
in the next couple of weeks. 
After that step, the project 
will go out for bid.

“We’re ready to bid the 
project,” Bunge said. “But 
there’s no point bidding 
the project until we have 

the easements agreed to so 
we don’t have to change 
something. We’ll focus on 
getting the door knocking 
done and getting the ease-
ments under control.”

The project will consist 
of 36-inch storm sewer 
pipe being put in to replace 
broken drain tile and im-
prove drainage in Creston. 
The storm sewer work will 
consist of adding pipe on 
both sides of the railroad 

tracks, but the current phase 
of it will not go under the 
tracks. The work was sug-
gested due to issues with 
stormwater overflow.

Bunge said in August 
that the work could be done 
this year, and if not it would 
begin in the spring of 2025. 
He’s estimated in the past 
that the project could rough-
ly cost $180,000-200,000.

Food vendors
Trustees discussed a 

possible future ordinance 
for food vendors during the 
meeting. Creston currently 
does not have anything in 
its code for food vendors 
and food trucks on public 
property.

Trustees expressed a 
desire Tuesday for ven-
dors on public property to 
have insurance and health 
department certification, 
and to not be blocking 
sidewalks or traffic.

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Creston Village Board of Trustees heard a report from Village Engineer 
Kevin Bunge on moving forward with water tower cleaning work in the future.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

OREGON — On Sept. 
30 at 3:03 a.m. deputies 
responded to Casey’s Gen-
eral Store in Hillcrest (215 
Powers Road). After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Dealon J. Williams (age 45) 
under arrest for trespassing 
on real property. Williams 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail before being re-
leased on a notice to appear 
with a future court date.

On Sept. 30 at approxi-
mately 10:26 p.m. deputies 
responded to the 1,000 
block of North River Road 
for the report of a sin-
gle-vehicle accident with 
unknown injuries. Deputies 
arrived and located a black 
Kia Sorento overturned in 
the north ditch approxi-
mately five to 10 yards off 
the roadway resting on its 
roof. The driver, Shaunda 
R. Thompson, 35, of By-
ron, was trapped inside of 
the vehicle. Oregon Fire 
Department and EMS per-
sonnel were requested to the 
scene to tend to Thompson. 
Thompson was transported 
to a local area hospital for 
further treatment.  After 
investigation, it is believed 
that Thompson was travel-
ing northbound on River 
Road and failed to negotiate 
the curve before crossing 
over the double solid yellow 
center line. Thompson exit-
ed the roadway, entered the 
north ditch, and overturned 
in the heavy brush and trees. 
The Kia sustained totaling 
damage with multiple air-
bags deployed. Thompson 
was placed under arrest for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol and released 
from custody on a notice to 
appear with a return court 
date set for mid-October 
Thompson was additional-
ly cited for improper traffic 
lane usage and failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident.

On Sept. 30 at 7:23 a.m. 
deputies responded to a 
two-vehicle accident at 
the intersection of North 
Mulford Road and Illinois 
Route 72.  Upon arrival, it 
was determined that Bren-
da Rivera Alvarado, 20, 
of Rockford had failed to 
yield to an eastbound semi 
tractor trailer driven by Jose 
Romo, 23, of Stone Park, 
Illinois.  No injuries were 
reported. Rivera Alvarado 
was issued citations for 
driving while suspended 
and failing to yield at a 
stop intersection.  She was 
released at the scene on a 
notice to appear.

On Sept. 30 at approxi-
mately 10:49 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at Illinois Route 2 and 

Townhall Road. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Tristen M. Austin, 22, of 
Mt. Morris, under arrest for 
an outstanding Stephenson 
County warrant. Austin 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where she was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Oct. 1 at approxi-
mately 11:43 p.m. deputies 
responded to a 911 hang up 
at 122 N. Main St. Apt. A in 
Leaf River.  Upon arrival, 
deputies learned a domestic 
had occurred and began 
to speak with all parties 
involved.   While investi-
gating the incident, Jennifer 
Albright, 44, of Leaf River, 
struck a deputy and was 
placed under arrest for ag-
gravated battery to a police 
officer (class-two felony).  
Albright was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail, where 
she was released on a notice 
to appear and given a future 
court date.

On Oct. 1 at 10:17 a.m. 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to a 
motorcycle accident in 
the 7,100 block of North 
River Road.  Investigation 
revealed that a 16-year-old 
male had lost control of his 
motorcycle while travel-
ing southbound and had 
gone into the southbound 
ditch.  The 16-year-old 
sustained injuries and was 
taken by the Byron Fire De-
partment Ambulance to a 
Rockford hospital. Charges 
are pending.

On Oct. 2 at approxi-
mately 12:34 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic on a 
blue Honda on Interstate 
39 northbound, near mile 
marker 105. After a brief in-
vestigation, deputies arrest-
ed Jose W. Hernandez-San-
chez, 36, of Rockford, for 
operating a vehicle without 
a valid driver’s license. 
Hernandez-Sanchez was 
also issued citations for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle with no rear 
registration light. Hernan-
dez-Sanchez was released 
with a notice to appear with 
a future court date.

On Oct. 2 at approxi-
mately 4:24 p.m. deputies 
responded to the 19,000 
block of East South Malta 
Road in reference to a check 
welfare of a vehicle that 
was parked on the roadway 
with a male that was very 
lethargic.  Upon arrival, 
Rochelle and Creston EMS 
had been contacted and 
responded to the scene. Ro-
chelle EMS then transport-
ed the male to Rochelle 
Community Hospital for 
a mental evaluation.  Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Justin Chaney, 50, 
of DeKalb under arrest for 
driving under the influence 

of alcohol.  Chaney was 
additionally issued citations 
for unlawful parking and 
operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. Chaney was released 
on a notice to appear at the 
hospital and was given a 
future court date.

On Oct. 2 at approxi-
mately 2:09 p.m. deputies 
and the Dixon Rural Fire 
Department responded to 
the 7,000 block of South 
Ridge Road for the report 
of a single-vehicle crash. 
After an investigation, it 
was learned Michael Essex, 
29, of Franklin Grove, was 
traveling southbound when 
he drove off of the roadway, 
through the east ditch be-
fore crashing into a creek 
embankment.  Essex was 
transported to KSB Hos-
pital for his injuries. Essex 
was issued citations for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, illegal transpor-
tation of alcohol, improper 
lane usage, failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, 
and failure to wear a seat-
belt. Essex was released on 
a notice to appear.

On Oct. 3 at approxi-
mately 9:27 p.m. deputies 
responded to a domestic in 
the 2,000 block of Rogene 
Drive in rural Oregon. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Gabrielle Sandell, 
18, of Oregon under arrest 
for two counts of domestic 
battery. Sandell was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where she was held 
pending a court appearance 
in front of a judge.

On Oct. 3 at approxi-
mately 9:08 p.m. deputies 
responded to the 3,000 
block of South Freeport 
Road in reference to a 
physical domestic. After 
an investigation, Shelly R. 
Mummert, 73, of Polo, was 
arrested for domestic bat-
tery. Mummert was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held awaiting an 
appearance before a judge.

On Oct. 3 at about 10 
a.m. after a lengthy inves-
tigation, the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Special Opera-
tions Unit, with the assis-
tance of the Illinois Con-
servation Police, conducted 
a search warrant at 308 N. 
Mix St. in Oregon. As a 
result of the search, The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Spe-
cial Operations Unit placed 
Brandon Scott Miller, 30, 
of Oregon, under arrest 
for unlawful production 
of cannabis sativa plants, 
a class-four felony.  Miller 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and, due to the 
SAFE-T Act, was subse-
quently released on a notice 
to appear.  The investigation 
is ongoing, and further 
charges are pending.   

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

Please RSVP no later than 5pm the 
Friday before the steak fry and call
Bob Grace - 815-622-8940

Covered 
outdoor and 

indoor seating 
enjoy your meal 

surrounded by 
nature and good 

friends.

Ribeye, baked potato, corn, 
beans and a salad

Monthly Steak Fry

Porkchop or  Hotdog
option at reservation

$30per person

Starts at 6pm

YOUR OWN STEAK

Oct 
12th

over our charcoal pits!

ROCHELLE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION CLUB

10072024

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lions Club will be 
conducting its 2024 Candy 
Day fundraising event on 
Friday, Oct. 11 and Satur-
day, Oct. 12.

Lions will be located at 
Walmart, Ace Hardware, 
Walgreens, and in down-
town Rochelle from 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 12 collecting donations 
in return for a roll of mints or 
a Tootsie Roll Pop. We will 
also be located at Petro and 

Wal-Mart on Friday, Oct. 
11, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

All funds collected are 
utilized to provide vision 
and hearing services to 
those in need within the 
greater Rochelle area.

The Lions thank you 
in advance for supporting 
their efforts to provide these 
vision and hearing services. 
Donations may also be sent 
to Rochelle Lions Club, 
PO Box 283, Rochelle Il. 
61068.

Rochelle Lions Club Candy 
Day fundraiser is Oct. 11-12

ROCHELLE — On 
Oct. 1, Adrian C. Gomez, 
37, of Byron was cited for 
expired registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 29, Warren 
Ellison, 37, of Chicago 
was cited for obstructing 
driver on the highway. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 1, Daniel Cer-
vantes, 18, of Rochelle was 
cited for speeding 58 in a 
40 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 1, Nay Lin 
Aung, 38, of Rockford 
was cited for disregarding 
a stop sign. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Oct. 1, Susana Bel-

monte, 34, of Rochelle was 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 2, Aidan Rodri-
guez, 19, of Rochelle was 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 1, a 17-year-old 
juvenile of Creston was 
cited for operating an unin-
sured vehicle. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On. Oct. 1, Brittany 
Longoria, 35, of Los Fres-
nos, Texas was cited for 
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Oct. 3, George 
Thompson, 18, of Waun-

kee, Wisconsin was cited 
for speeding 53 in a 35 
miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 3, Shannon 
Tully, 45, of Franklin Grove 
was cited for speeding 68 in 
a 45 miles per hour zone. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Oct. 3, Juan Hernan-
dez, 69, of Dixon was cited 
for speeding 70 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Oct. 3, Allen Evans, 
30, of Chicago was cited for 
operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

OREGON – The Il-
linois Department of 
Transportation announc-
es today that weather 
permitting, construction 
will begin Monday, Oct. 
7, on Illinois Route 64 in 
Ogle County. The 4.5-
mile work zone is from the 

Illinois Railway crossing 
in Mt. Morris to west of 
Illinois Street in Oregon. 

Work will mill, patch 
and resurface the road. 
There will be daily lane 
closures using flaggers, 
and access to homes and 
businesses will be main-

The Rochelle Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution recently enjoyed a 
program given by member Jean Kroupa (shown seated, first row, center) about 
the role of nurses in the Revolutionary War.  Many women followed their family 

members on the battlefields and cared for injured soldiers. They also took on 
other tasks, such as cooking and laundry. Of particular interest was the role of 

Abigail Hartman Rice, a nurse at Yellow Springs Hospital near Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania — the only hospital commissioned by the Continental Congress 
during the war — where she helped care for the sick and wounded. Like many 

nurses during the war, she simultaneously cared for her family, which 
included 21 children. Six years after the Revolutionary War ended, she died at 

age 47 from complications of typhoid fever that she had contracted while serving 
at the hospital. Some of the innovations developed by the nurses at that time 

included stone hot-water bottles, food warmers, and “go-chairs” known today as 
wheelchairs. (Courtesy photo)

Illinois Route 64 work begins Oct. 7
tained. This $2.4 million 
project is expected to be 
completed by the end of 
November. 

Motorists can expect 
delays and should al-
low extra time for trips 
through this area. To 
avoid the work area, when 
feasible, use of alternate 
routes should be consid-
ered. Drivers are urged 
to pay close attention to 
changed conditions and 
signs in the work zones, 
obey the posted speed 
limits, refrain from us-
ing mobile devices and 
be alert for workers and 
equipment. 

Rochelle DAR Chapter hears presentation 
on Revolutionary War nurses
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The SCRIC Strategic 
Plan focuses on Steward 
and Caron Roads and areas 
accessed by the roads and 
considers activity within 
a five-mile corridor. It 
looks to address current 
transportation issues, such 
as truck traffic through the 
Village of Steward, and to 
keep them from getting 
worse in the future. The 
area of the study has seen 
industrial development 
in recent years and it’s 
expected it will see more, 
with seven current ongo-
ing projects at various lev-
els for new development.

“Of all the counties that 
we represent, this is the 
hottest county for industri-
al development,” BHRC 
Executive Director Daniel 
Payette said. “That’s be-
cause of the assets that are 
here today like the high-
ways and interstate system 

and railroads. We have to 
start planning to mitigate 
concerns that arise with 
things like traffic.”

The study reviewed 
truck flows and counts, 
including those that trav-
el down Main Street in 
Steward, which has been a 
concern for the village due 
to pedestrians and children 
near the school and trucks’ 
impact on the quality of 
life of residents. Per 24 
hours, 30 percent of the 
traffic on Steward’s Main 
Street is trucks.

The Sept. 30 presen-
tation detailed a concept 
plan to ease truck traffic 
through Steward that 
would relocate Interstate 
39 southbound on and 
off ramps to bypass the 
village. The bypass would 
be shorter, faster and 
avoid rail crossings. There 
would still be access to the 
village from Interstate 39 
under the concept plan, 

which is awaiting Federal 
Highway Administration 
feedback.

City of Rochelle Eco-
nomic Development Di-
rector Jason Anderson said 
the potential change to 
road infrastructure would 
be a long process, but large 
economic development 
investments coming to 
the area would make it 
attractive for government 
funding.

“If Rochelle grows 
like I think it’s going to, 
and I know it will, and 
then something isn’t done 
to change how things 
are, truck traffic through 
Steward will quadruple,” 
Steward Village President 
Hugh McKiski said.

Village of Steward 
Trustee Laura Salazar said 
she wants to see a balance 
in the future of quality of 
life, safety and growth in 
Steward.

“One thing I think all 

STEWARD: Informational meetings held at Steward Elementary School 

The study aims to improve conditions around current and future development 
for the best interests of the area. The Sept. 30 meeting was held at Steward 
Elementary School and saw attendance by about 40 residents, including city, 
village and Lee County officials.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

of Steward can agree on 
is the fact that we don’t 
want trucks going through 
town on Main Street cre-

ating noise and pollution 
and going by our school,” 
Salazar said. “It has to be 
addressed. But develop-

ment and opportunities to 
fund better things for the 
village have to be in our 
minds as well.”

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church 
is a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith and harvesting love. 
Worship time begins at 9 a.m. followed by fellowship at 10 a.m. Sunday school 
is conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 

phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one name 

of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should be limited 
to issues related strictly to their position or actions made in office, 
as personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business will not be published. 

Political endorsements will be published, however letters from 

candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 
dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to 

the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 

edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, and letters 
chosen for publication do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows		  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey	 kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes		  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga		  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott	                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey		  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta		  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda		  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston	 tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas		   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton		  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick	 bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger		  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen		     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson	                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael	 bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs	 jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells	 dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden	 thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart	 jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis	 jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales	     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis		  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller		  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms		  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey	 jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney		  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams		  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro		  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins		  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman		  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns		  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward		  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads		  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman		  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter	 dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball		  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta		  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski		           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson	                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer		  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick		  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger	 assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach		  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle		  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben		  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager		  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney		  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow	 dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad	 haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson	 kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff	 nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera	 alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge		  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip		          doobs12@comcast.net

THE Rochel le 
News-Leader is 
implementing a 

new political letter policy.
We will now be ac-

cepting election letters 
endorsing or advocating for 
or against a ballot measure, 
party or candidate as paid 
advertising announcement. 
The fee is $25 minimum 
for a 200-word letter and 

10 cents a word for addi-
tional words over 250. Like 
other letters to the editor, 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number are 
required. Phone numbers 
and exact addresses are 
not published. We have the 
right to reject letters which 
don’t meet publishing stan-
dards and will determine if 
the letter qualifies as a paid 

endorsement. Paid letters 
will be identified with a 
label and may or may not 
appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that 
have adopted this approach 
cite one main reason: Po-
litical campaigns for years 
have used newspaper opin-
ion pages for what amounts 
to free advertising. As these 

letter-writing campaigns 
become more widespread 
and sophisticated - some 
campaigns even pay people 
to write letters to the editor 
- newspapers are flooded 
with requests to publish 
them, especially in the run-
up to elections.

Will we still publish 
letters complaining about 
the county board or school 

board? Yes. But if you 
want others to vote for or 
against a candidate, or for 
or against an issue on the 
ballot, you will need to pay 
a fee. Not a large fee - $25 
for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep 
in mind for political en-
dorsement letters:

The primary election 
is Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024. 

The last batch of letters 
that endorse candidates 
for this election will be 
printed in the Wednesday, 
Oct. 30, 2024 issue of The 
Rochelle News-Leader 
must be received by noon 
on Monday, Oct. 28, 2024.

To submit a letter, email 
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@rochelle-
news-leader.com. 

FALL is setting in. 
Soon combines 
will be rolling 

through fields harvesting 
grain. High school football 
fills the Friday evening air 
with excitement. On week-
ends you can drive through 
the countryside and catch 
the smell of smoke rising 
from a campfire. It’s my 
favorite time of year.

Looking across the gold-
en fields of Ogle County 
one can tell it will be a 
very productive harvest 
this year. However, looking 
deeper through that harvest 
and into the complexities 
of agriculture one can see 
trouble on the horizon. 
Low commodity prices 
will again test the resolve of 
farmers and weigh heavily 
on their profitability.

Reading through various 
articles the other day I found 
this one published by the 
American Farm Bureau. It 
deals with farm bankrupt-
cies, something no one on 
the farm ever wants to think 
about let alone face. But 
with sinking commodity 
prices for yet another year 
and outlooks grim it is 
something we need to keep 
a steady watch over.

Chapter 12 bankrupt-
cy provides family farmers 
with flexibility to carry on 
normal business operations 
while making reasonable 
payments towards their 
debt load, even when facing 
the risk and uncertainty of 
agricultural production. 
The measure was intro-
duced into law as a tempo-
rary measure in 1986 but 
became permanent in 2005 
due to its success streamlin-
ing the filing process and 
addressing the large debts 
of farming operations.

The good news for 2023 
is that farm bankruptcies 
have once again reached a 

record low since Chapter 
12 became permanent. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Courts, 
139 farm bankruptcies were 
filed in 2023, down 18% 
from 2022. This continues 
a four-year decline since the 
decade high of 599 filings 
in 2019. Unfortunately, this 
downward trend in farm 
bankruptcies is unlikely to 
continue.

Farm finances are a 
dark spot right now. The 
total number of farms in 
the U.S. declined by over 
140,000 between the 2017 
and 2022 Census of Agri-
culture. Five thousand more 
farms were lost from 2022 
to 2023. Additionally, in 
February, net farm income 
for 2024 was projected to 
be down nearly 40% from 
2022, and many key com-
modity price expectations 
have fallen further since 
then. The government safe-
ty net that normally sup-
ports farmers when markets 
hit bottom is currently un-
dermined by inflation and 
an outdated 2018 farm bill. 
So, just because Chapter 
12 farm bankruptcies have 
been falling in recent years 
does not mean farms are not 
facing devastating financial 
struggles now.

Most regions had de-
creases in bankruptcy fil-
ings last year after more 
than doubling in 2022.  Re-
gions that had double-digit 
percentage decreases in 
Chapter 12 filings were the 
Northwest, mid-Atlantic, 
Midwest and Southeast. 
The Midwest and Southeast 
had the most filings of any 
regions with 42 and 40 fil-
ings, respectively. Both the 
Northeast and West saw no 
change from 2022 to 2023, 
but the Northeast tied for 
the least number of filings 
compared to the West’s 11 
filings.

On a state level, the total 
number of bankruptcies 
widely varies. While 17 
states/territories had no 
bankruptcies, some states 
had as many as 11 cases 
filed. Twelve states had 
no filings in 2023: Alaska, 
Alabama, Connecticut, Ha-
waii, New Hampshire, New 
Mexico, Nevada, Rhode Is-
land, Utah, Vermont, West 
Virginia and Wyoming. 

In less fortunate cir-
cumstances, 14 states had 
increases in 2023 filings. 
Texas had the largest in-
crease in filings with 10 
cases – eight more than 
2022. Three other states had 
a double-digit number of fil-
ings: California (11), Geor-
gia (11) and Kansas (10). Of 
the 14 states with increased 
cases, nine increased by 
only one case (Georgia, Ida-
ho, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, 
North Dakota, New Jersey 
and Ohio). The other states 
that had increases include 
Missouri (six, up from one), 
North Carolina (six, up 
from four) and Tennessee 
(four, up from one).

Chapter 12 farm bank-
ruptcies in 2023 fell to a 
record low since the pro-
gram was made permanent, 
but this year, farmers face 
decreased revenues and 
higher costs. As a result, we 
are likely going to see in-
creased filings in 2024 and 
beyond. After record-high 
grain prices and farm in-
comes in 2022, 2023  net 
farm income (farm income 
minus expenses) is forecast 
at only $155 billion, down 
from $185.5 billion in 2022. 
However, a drop in 2023 
grain prices is expected to 
continue into 2024. USDA 
estimated that 2024 net 
farm income would be $43 
billion lower than 2023. As 
a result, the $21-billion drop 

in farm cash receipts for 
crop and livestock sales in 
2024 that USDA expected 
in February is now likely to 
be even greater.

Another element of the 
farm financial struggle is 
production expenses that 
continue to increase to 
record highs for the fourth 
consecutive year. In the 
February net farm income 
forecast, production ex-
penses were expected to 
increase $17 billion. The 
Purdue University-CME 
Group Ag Economy Ba-
rometer has recorded high-
er input costs as farmers’ 
biggest concern for their 
farming operation for many 
years. Looking to the future, 
USDA forecasts  that total 
production costs will con-
tinue to increase into 2025 
for all major field crops. To 
accommodate these costs, 
it is crucial that farmers 
have access to capital. 
Agricultural debt nation-
wide increased in 2023 due 
to growing demand for pro-
duction loans to cover surg-
ing supply costs. However, 
farm capital investment is 
approaching record lows, 
according to the Purdue 
University-CME Group 
Ag Economy Barometer’s 
Farm Investment Index. 
That same report has shown 
growing concern for inter-
est rates’ impact on long 
term farm well-being.

According to data from 
the Kansas City Federal 
Reserve, farm debt at com-
mercial banks reached over 
$744 billion in 2023, up 
from $709 billion in 2022. 
Much of this debt has been 
made more expensive after 
11 interest rate increases 
by the Federal Reserve 
between March 2022 and 
January 2024. So, farmers 
have been hit by both the 
inflation that increased 

many of their costs and the 
interest rate hikes that have 
been aimed at curbing that 
inflation. The double-edged 
sword of inflation and 
the interest rates that the 
Federal Reserve Bank is 
using to combat it have 
raised operating costs for 
farmers, increasing the need 
for credit to provide farm 
liquidity. 

Filing for bankruptcy 
is a last resort after all 
other options have been 
exhausted to pay back 
debts. Therefore, bankrupt-
cy filing may not always be 
a solution for farms facing 
financial hardship. Many 
farms may choose to close 
before reaching the point 
of bankruptcy when faced 
with such uncertain futures 
for farm finances. Recent 
declines in the number 
of U.S. farms are just the 
latest in a trend of losses 
in farms and farmland be-
ginning in 1950. Smaller 
farms with under $50,000 
in agricultural product sales 
and government program 
payments face the highest 
rates of closure, likely due 
to the high costs of sustain-
ing these businesses with 
limited farm revenue. These 
smaller farms are also, 
naturally, more reliant on 
off-farm income.  Eighty-
four percent of all U.S. 
farms earn the majority of 
their household income off-
farm and use that to cover 
farm expenses. To be eligi-
ble for Chapter 12 filings, 
more than 50% of the filer’s 
gross income must have 
come from farming. As 
a result, many struggling 
farms may not even have 
Chapter 12 bankruptcy as 
an option. 

Farmers are relying on 
the 2018 farm bill, written 
and passed in an era of sta-
ble prices, to serve as sup-

port against the uncertainty 
of the current market. That 
farm bill operated through 
six years of market volatil-
ity, a global pandemic and 
exceptional price inflation 
that was not adequately 
addressed by many of the 
farm bill’s programs. The 
2018 farm bill, still in place 
in 2024 under a 12-month 
extension, is based on out-
dated reference prices that 
lower the safety net to the 
financial floor and offer 
very little protection against 
bankruptcy. Farms continue 
to face lower income from 
the  dropping commodity 
prices  that are leading to 
farm losses, but – for many 
farmers – with no support 
from outdated farm bill pro-
visions, we may be facing 
a near future of heightened 
farm financial hardships.

It has been encouraging 
to see four straight years of 
fewer Chapter 12 filings. 
Keep the greater farm 
financial environment in 
mind, though, when look-
ing to the coming years. 
Rising production costs, 
difficulty attaining capital 
and falling crop prices all 
threaten long-term farm 
well-being. Farm bankrupt-
cies are only one indicator 
of farm financial health. 
Other farm closures, sales 
and consolidations can also 
show that farms are finan-
cially struggling, short of 
the last resort of a Chapter 
12 bankruptcy. Farm fi-
nances will almost certainly 
weaken in 2024 and 2025, 
based on high credit costs, 
rising land costs and falling 
commodity prices. 

“The hardest thing in life 
is knowing which bridge to 
cross and which to burn.” 
-Anonymous

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau. 

DEAR editor, 
We are ex-

tremely fortu-
nate to be living in this 
area where we have the 
excellent healthcare by 
Rochelle Community 

Hospital and its staff of 
medical professionals and 
we can exercise or engage 
in sports at the park dis-
trict’s new facility. Both 
of these facilities are the 
envy of many communi-

ties our size which have 
lost their local small town 
hospital and may not even 
have an exercise/sports 
facility. I speak from my 
own experiences having 
stayed a few days at the 

hospital going to the emer-
gency room and needing 
to spend some time at the 
hospital. My care was top 
notch.

When I need medical 
tests run, I have them done 

locally instead of driving 
to another county. I love 
the convenience and how 
fast they process the re-
sults. At the park district, 
I have the choice of dif-
ferent exercise equipment 

which are spaced apart 
and uncrowded. These 
two facilities are a bless-
ing for our community.

Dr. Pam Farris
Rochelle

Ogle County Farm Bureau’s Ron Kern: Fall is settling in

Letter: Thankful for RCH and park district

New political letter policy for Rochelle News-Leader
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Sept. 10 - Allison Reed, Byron, $25

Sept. 11 - Kayla Rios, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 12 - Slavoljub Majinovic, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 13 - Arely Hickey, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 14 - Paige Humphrey, Pecatonica, $25

Sept. 15 - DJ and Noeka Williams, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 16 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Sept. 17 - Rebekah Lewis, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 18 - Shane Huber, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 19 - Betty Mowers, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 20 - Mary Sullivan, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 21 - Wesley Berogan, Dixon, $25

Sept. 22 - Therese Fenwick, Westchester, $50

Sept. 23 - Aubrielle Lodico, Dixon, $25

Sept. 24 - John Schinzer, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 25 - RACF, $25

Sept. 26 - Michele Hardcastle, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 27 - RACF, $25

Sept. 28 - Teagan Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 29 - Timothy Hill, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 30 - Chief Dave Sawlsville, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 1 - Jan Heal, Creston, $25

Oct. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Oct. 3 - Marie McNames, Byron, $25

Oct. 4 - Kevin Louis, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 5 - Chris Berndt, Roscoe, $25

Oct. 6 - Monafae Menerey, Peru, $50

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $500
CURRENT JACKPOT: $12,665

ESMOND — On Sept. 
29, 2024, at 4:17 p.m. the 
Monroe Township Fire 
Protection District was 
dispatched for a reported 
structure fire involving a 
barn in the 3,000 block of 
Bennett Rd in Esmond. 
Monroe Township Fire 
Protection District re-
sponded with an engine, 
tender, and deputy chief. 
Ogle County Dispatch 
immediately upgraded the 
alarm to a second-level 
MABAS Box which re-
quests additional resources 
from Kirkland with an 

engine and chief, Lynn-
Scott-Rock with a tender 
and chief, and Stillman 
Valley with an engine and 
chief.

The first unit on scene 
within 10 minutes was 
Monroe Township Fire 
Deputy Chief Richard Wil-
son reporting a barn on the 
ground with active fire and 
no exposures and keeping 
all units coming into the 
scene. Within three minutes 
of the first engine on the 
scene, water was applied to 
the burning pile. A supply 
line to the first engine on 

the scene was established. 
As additional resources ar-
rived, crews were assigned 
to extinguishment. After 
extinguishment, all crews 
aided in picking up the hose 
and tools and returned to 
service.

The roadway at the fire 
scene was closed so that 
crews could operate around 
the fire apparatus safely. 
An Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy was on the 
scene to aid in any capacity 
needed.

The cause of the fire was 
due to a bonfire the night 

before that the occupant 
had thought was burned 
out. Due to the elevated 
winds embers were blown 
into the collapsed barn 
from previous years and 
ignited unknown combus-
tibles. The Monroe Town-
ship Fire Protection District 
advises all occupants to 
limit any fires during dry 
and windy days; if burning 
during any windy days to 
fully extinguish the burn-
ing area with water and 
not think it’s completely 
extinguished due to not 
seeing any smoke.

Area departments respond to barn fire in Esmond
On Sept. 29, 2024, at 4:17 p.m. the Monroe Township Fire Protection District was dispatched for a reported 
structure fire involving a barn in the 3,000 block of Bennett Rd in Esmond. 

(PHOTOS COURTESY OF DEPUTY CHIEF WILSON, MONROE TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT)

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Oct. 7

Hadley Voight
Ryan Bunger

 Oct. 8
Jose Avila

 
Oct. 9

John Oleson
 

Oct. 11
James & Lyndsey O’Brien 

(anniversary)
 

Oct. 12
Kyle Bridgeman

 
Oct. 13

Ivan Olson
Jack Olson

 
Oct. 14

Samantha Zellers

 Oct. 17
Kati Johnson
Preston King

 

Oct. 20
Veda Lopez

Bo Bridgeman
 

Oct. 22
Allie Dolister

 
Oct. 28

Bryce Weems
 

Oct. 30
Jack Powell

 
Oct. 31

Angel Weyhrauch
McKinley Moser
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LOCAL NEWS
From page 1

The memorandum is-
sued by Hanley lays out 
a timeline of the June 12 
events. At 9 a.m., the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
was dispatched to the west 
entrance of Lost Lake 
to speak with Gounaris’ 
mother, who was con-
cerned about her son’s 
mental state and wanted 
deputies to perform a 
welfare check at her home 
where he resided. 

Gounaris’ mother told 
law enforcement that her 
son threatened suicide and 
harm to her and others 
that would try to talk with 
him, the memorandum 
said. She also said that 
Gounaris carried two 
pistols with him and she 
believed he had barricaded 
himself inside the home. 
It was learned by the 
responding deputy that 
Gounaris’ FOID card had 
been revoked as he had 
been designated a clear 
and present danger. The 
incident was turned over 
to the Ogle County ERT 
team. 

After delivering a 
“throw phone” into the 
home, a total of 75 calls 
were made to that phone 
and Gounaris’ cell phone 
by law enforcement with-
out any answer. The ERT 

team made the decision 
at 11:50 a.m. to enter the 
home, one team from the 
front and one team from 
the back.  

The front door was 
breached with a ram and 
a flash bang was thrown 
by law enforcement, and 
at that point multiple 
shots were heard in video 
reviewed. Shots were fired 
at law enforcement and 
they returned fire, before 
finding cover and assess-
ing their injuries. 

The ERT team mem-
bers at the back entered the 
residence after shots had 
been fired and their body 
cameras show Gounaris 
on the ground wearing 
a bulletproof vest, and 
saying “Thank you” to 
law enforcement while 
being handcuffed and 
secured. ERT members 
determined Gounaris had 
been shot at this time and 
remained with him until 
EMS arrived. None of the 
ERT members that entered 
through the back of the 
house fired their weapons. 

Two firearms were 
recovered from the resi-
dence. One 9mm handgun 
was recovered from the 
living room floor with an 
empty magazine and was 
determined to be the fire-
arm Gounaris used to fire 
at officers, the memoran-

SHOOTING: Use of deadly force during June Lost Nation incident ruled justified 

Jonathon Gounaris, 32, of rural Dixon is currently in custody due to the incident and his next scheduled court 
appearance is Oct. 17. He faces charges of four counts of attempted first degree murder, three counts of 
aggravated discharge of a firearm, three counts of aggravated battery and two counts of possession of a 
firearm without a Firearm Owner’s Identification (FOID) card. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

dum said. A 9mm handgun 
was found in another room 
and wasn’t believed to 
have been fired. 

The memorandum out-
lined the conclusions 
drawn after fully review-
ing the incident. 

“The officers only fired 
their service pistols into 
the home after being 
fired upon by Gounaris,” 
the memorandum said. 

“The body cam video 
clearly shows this and 
the officers’ statements 
are corroborated by the 
video evidence. Further, 
the evidence demonstrates 
that Gounaris knew, or 
should have known, that 
officers were outside his 
home.”

The memorandum also 
mentions the fact that 
Gounaris was wearing a 

bulletproof vest and his 
statements to officers after 
the shooting, which played 
into the shooting by offi-
cers being ruled justified. 

“Based upon the total-
ity of the circumstances, 
the officers’ belief that 
shooting at Gounaris was 
necessary to protect each 
of them and others from 
death or great bodily 
harm was reasonable,” the 

memorandum said. “Cer-
tainly, Gounaris posed an 
actual threat of death or 
great bodily harm to the 
officers nearby as he fired 
upon and struck officers. 
An officer may respond 
to that actual or imminent 
threat of death or great 
bodily harm to himself or 
others with equal force - 
in this case, by firing his 
gun.”

STERLING – Illinois 
State Police Troop 1 Cap-
tain Joseph Blanchette has 
announced enforcement 
figures and activity for 
September. 

Illinois State Police 
Troop 1 Troopers issued 
1,297 citations, 881 written 
warnings, and made 21 
criminal arrests during the 

month of September. Troop-
ers issued 458 citations for 
speeding, 37 citations for 
distracted driving violations 
and 146 citations for occu-
pant restraint violations. 

Troopers investigated 96 
traffic crashes, assisted 247 
motorists, and conducted 
685 commercial motor ve-
hicle inspections, of which 

67 were placed out of service 
for safety reasons. There 
were 22 arrests for driving 
under the influence. 

Troop 1, which encom-
passes Boone, Carroll, Jo 
Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Ste-
phenson, Whiteside and 
Winnebago counties, in-
vestigated no fatal crashes 
in September.

ISP announces monthly 
activity for September

Five Kishwaukee College students in the Registered Nursing program received 
the Littmann Stethoscope Award from DeKalb’s 3M Community Support Group 

for the Fall 2024 semester. The students who received the award (pictured left to 
right) are Nick Hoffman, Nia Burrows, Courtney Felder, Aolani Perez and 

Madison Rollins. The 3M Community Support Group in DeKalb has awarded 
Littmann stethoscopes to Kish nursing students each semester since 2010. The 
Littmann stethoscopes are manufactured by 3M and are considered high-end 

equipment in the health care field. To learn more about the Kish Registered 
Nursing program, visit kish.edu/nursing. For information on the 3M Corporation, 

visit 3m.com. (Courtesy photo)

3M provides stethoscopes to Kish College nursing students

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Depart-
ment (OCSWMD) will 
be hosting a residential 
electronics recycling and 
document shredding event 
on Saturday, Oct. 19 from 
8 a.m. to noon at 909 Pines 
Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle 
County residents only and 
a free permit is required in 
advance of the event.  To 
obtain a free permit call 
815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecounty-
il.gov and provide your 
name, address, phone 
number and email ad-
dress by 4 p.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 18. Identification is 
required for document 
shredding, however a 
permit is only required for 
the electronics recycling.

Accepted items include 
all televisions and com-
puter monitors, comput-
ers, computer hardware 
and cables, laptops, tab-
lets, cell phones, printers, 
FAX machines, scanners, 
shredders (no tubs), copi-
ers, video gaming equip-
ment, DVD/VCRs, cable/
satellite boxes, stereo 
equipment, radios, digital 
clocks, cameras, calcu-
lators, phone systems, 
holiday light strands, 
extension cords, recharge-
able batteries, printer ink 
cartridges, CD/DVDs, and 
CFL bulbs. Microwave 
ovens accepted for $5 
per unit. Cash or check 
accepted. 

Limit seven large or 
bulky items per permit 
and one permit per coun-
ty household per month. 

Business or institutional 
electronic materials not 
accepted at these events. 
Business or institutional 
electronics are accepted 
by the OCSWMD via a 
separate program. Call the 
number above for more 
information and pricing 
for business electronic 
recycling, and to make 
an appointment for drop 
off of the materials to be 
recycled. 

Secure, on-site docu-
ment shredding will be 
conducted by Illinois Val-
ley Document Destruction 
from 9 a.m. to noon. There 
is a limit of three banker 
boxes per vehicle. There 
is no cost to residents for 
paper shredding, because 
the OCSWMD will cover 
the cost of the shred truck 
and staff. 

County residential electronics recycling 
and document shredding event is Oct. 19

CHANA — The Chana 
United Methodist Church 
will host a Homemade 

Chicken and Noodles Drive-
Up Dinner on Saturday, 
Oct. 12 from 4-6:30 p.m. 

Each dinner costs $12 and 
includes chicken & noodles, 
squash and apple crisp. 

Chana UMC Dinner is Oct. 12

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com
Rochelle News-Leader

More than 8,300 
followers on 

RNL’s Facebook 
page!

RNLHOUSE

Follow The 
Leader

Stay in the 
loop with the 

latest and 
most accurate 

local news 
by following 
the Rochelle 
News-Leader 
on Facebook 
and link to 

our website at 
rochellenews-leader.com

Keep informed of 
all the happenings 
as we specialize in 

bringing you 
Local News... Local Views.
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RTHS Golf

SPORTS FRESHMEN BEAT DIXON 
 
The Rochelle Hub freshman football team 
beat Dixon 20-8 at home on Monday. 
 
See page 5 for more details
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RTHS Girls Tennis

THANK YOU
for voting!

Core SponsorsCore Sponsors
Thank you to our

Davis 
Family 
Health LLC

CALL US TODAY AT 815-766-1668
ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by:

&

BEAM
beauty + wellness

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024 31,10431,104 Total Votes!

LOOK FOR WINNERS 
(NEW PRINT DATES)

in  Rochelle News-Leader
Sunday, October 13th
& in Ogle County Life
Monday, October 14th

Hubs send two to sectionals
Metzger, Dyer lead Rochelle during IHSA 2A Sterling Regional on Wednesday

Rochelle celebrates Senior Night against Mendota
Eleven seniors honored as Lady Hubs take two matches in 3-2 loss to Trojans

The Rochelle Lady Hub tennis team honored its 11 seniors before Monday’s Senior Night match against Mendota. Above from left to right 
are Zoe White, Catherine Williams, Riley Doyle, Erin Murphy, Kendyl Darby, Lauren Dyer, Abby Metzger, Natalie Wagner, Sydney 
Carmichael, Yaretzi Villalobos and Viviana Fulgencio.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub ten-
nis team has leaned on 
its senior class for both 
leadership and production 
over the last few seasons. 
That theme has remained 
consistent this fall, as the 
Lady Hubs currently roster 
11 seniors, eight of which 
are starting at the varsity 
level.

Rochelle recognized its 
senior class on Monday, 
when the Lady Hubs host-
ed Mendota for their an-
nual Senior Night match. 
Both teams battled to the 
finish, with Rochelle tak-
ing two doubles points 
while Mendota swept both 
singles points. With a vic-
tory on the line, all eyes 
shifted to the No. 1 doubles 
court, where seniors Erin 
Murphy and Catherine 
Williams played a pair of 
tight sets before falling just 
short in a 6-7(5), 5-7 loss to 
Kylie Goldblatt and Leah 
Stamberger.

The hard-fought win 
enabled the Trojans to 
outlast Rochelle 3-2. The 
Lady Hubs (3-9, 1-2 Inter-
state 8) honored their 11 se-
niors including Erin Mur-
phy, Catherine Williams, 
Abby Metzger, Lauren 
Dyer, Sydney Carmichael, 
Natalie Wagner, Kendyl 
Darby, Yaretzi Villalobos, 
Riley Doyle, Zoe White 
and Viviana Fulgencio in a 
brief ceremony before the 

start of the match Monday.
“We have several senior 

girls who’ve played on 
the team for a couple of 
years,” head coach Lizzie 
Cartwright said. “We had a 
nice influx of seniors who 
came out as juniors last year 
and seniors who came out 
this year. We have great 
upperclassman leadership 

and they’ve filled varsity 
spots this year. It’s been 
good for our underclass-
men to have these girls as 
role models.”

Seniors Abby Metzger 
and Lauren Dyer were in 
firm command at the No. 
2 doubles court, defeating 
Mendota’s Lauren Holland 
and Lidia Hernandez 6-2, 

6-3. Seniors Natalie Wag-
ner and Sydney Carmichael 
took their No. 3 doubles 
match against Mendota’s 
Lucie Brandner and Lilly 
Bokus, dominating the 
opening set and fighting 
off a second-set rally for a 
6-0, 7-5 win.

“We’ve had some ups 
and downs this season,” 

Cartwright said. “We’ve 
had some really close 
matches that went down 
to tiebreakers or very close 
set scores. It was really nice 
to see our girls do well and 
overcome the challenges 
they’ve faced throughout 
the year. We definitely want 
the girls to finish strong 
and bring their focus and 

competitive attitudes to 
every match.”

Senior Kendyl Darby 
hung tough at the No. 2 
singles court, claiming five 
games in her 2-6, 3-6 loss 
against Cassie Gonzalez. 
Senior Yaretzi Villalobos 
took the court at No. 1 
singles, falling 0-6, 0-6 to 
Mendota’s Ella Lewis.

The Rochelle Hub varsity golf team tied for fifth out of 10 schools during the IHSA 2A Sterling Regional at 
Emerald Hill on Wednesday. Above from left to right are Chris Hickey, Owen Carmichael, Alex Dyer, Ian 
Metzger, Johnny Chadwick and Connor Lewis.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Ian 
Metzger didn’t let issues 
with his driver impact 
his play Wednesday af-
ternoon, when the junior 
recorded three birdies 
during his round to medal 
in third place and lead the 
Rochelle Hub varsity golf 
team in the IHSA 2A Ster-
ling Regional at Emerald 
Hill Golf Course.

Metzger drilled key 
putts and took advantage 
of great weather condi-
tions, finishing with a 
4-over-par 76 to clinch 
a sectional berth for the 
third consecutive season. 
An All-Conference hon-
oree in the Interstate 8 this 
season, Metzger overcame 
a double bogey on his 
second hole of the round, 
converting birdies on the 
par-4 12th and the par-4 
16th to shoot 39 on the 
back nine. Metzger landed 
six pars and a birdie on the 
par-4 third for a 37 over the 
front nine.

“I thought I hit the ball 
solid,” Metzger said. “I 
struggled with the driver 
all day and I didn’t hit the 
fairway much, which I 
thought was the difference 
between first place and 

third place. I made some 
good putts and overall, I 
did what I needed to do 
in order to get through. I 
made a few good putts, I 
hit a few good shots into 
greens and I got up and 
down when I needed to.”

Metzger led the Hubs to 
a tie for fifth place out of 10 
schools with a final score 
of 355. Rochelle (11-3, 4-1 
Interstate 8) was in the mix 
throughout the afternoon, 
sitting as high as third 
place on the leaderboard 
before being jumped by 
Sterling and third-place 
finisher Geneseo. Now a 
three-time sectional quali-
fier, Metzger will look to 
break through to state dur-
ing the IHSA 2A Kaneland 
Sectional, which will be 
held at Hughes Creek Golf 
Course on Monday, Oct. 
7. The Hubs have not had 
a boy advance to the state 
tournament since Noah 
Griffith in 2017.

“It’s a tight course, but 
the greens aren’t bad and 
I know I’ll have to keep 
the ball in the middle,” 
Metzger said. “There will 
be some good players 
there, but there won’t be 
anything I haven’t seen 
before… I need to be con-
sistent, take it one shot at 
a time and keep mistakes 

minimal.”
Joining Metzger at the 

sectional tournament will 
be sophomore Alex Dyer, 
who took 10th overall and 
advanced as an at-large 
individual with an 85 on 
Wednesday. Also an All-
Conference winner in the 

Interstate 8 this season, 
Dyer showed consistency 
throughout his regional 
round, carding 10 pars 
and opening with 42 on 
the back before follow-
ing with 43 on the front. 
Now a two-time sectional 
qualifier, Dyer will also be 

seeking his first trip to the 
state tournament.

“I thought I played 
pretty decently,” Dyer said. 
“There are a lot of things 
I need to work on going 
into sectionals. I thought I 
putted the ball very well, 
but I struggled from 150 

yards and in, which is what 
I’ll need to work on the 
most going into section-
als. I knew that hitting the 
fairways was going to be 
the key to putting the ball 
on the green.” 

See GOLF page 5
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com
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900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Luke 

Chadwick
Year: Freshman
Sport: Football

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: The people and how everyone 
plays as one.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s better and 
easier than others.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Michael Jordan because he 
never gave up even when it was 

hard to keep going.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents because they are 

always there for anything I need.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a CEO because of the 

benefits.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Sweden because it looks like an 

amazing place.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: The people and the 
environment. Everyone is treated 

with respect.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: I have been playing for nine 
years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: I enjoy the competitiveness and 
being a part of the team.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: World Geography because I 
like history.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Christian McCaffrey because 
of his determination and how he 

runs.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My grandpa because of his 
faith in God and his love for 

sports.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: I’d like to be a basketball 

coach or a personal trainer to 
help people reach their highest 

potential.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: The Bahamas because of the 

nice weather and beaches.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy the competition and the 
relationships I can build with my 

teammates.

Mason
Bolhous

Year: Freshman
Sport: Football
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SPORTS
RTHS Girls Tennis

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity tennis team had nine award winners during the Lady Hub Invitational this past Saturday. Above from left to right are Erin Murphy, 
Catherine Williams, Abby Metzger, Lauren Dyer, Sydney Carmichael and Natalie Wagner. Below are Ashley Lozano-Barragan, Merit Namaste-Rose and Jaicee Ramos.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle netters shine during Lady Hub Invitational
Nine players earn first or second-place awards at home tournament on Sept. 28

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — There 
were awards aplenty for 
the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity tennis team on 
Saturday, when the girls 
returned to their home 
courts for the annual Lady 
Hub Invitational.

Nine Rochelle play-
ers brought home first or 
second-place finishes in 
the tournament, where the 
Lady Hubs took second 
as a team. Seniors Lauren 
Dyer and Abby Metzger 
combined for a 3-1 record 
at No. 2 doubles, beating 
Freeport, Kaneland and 
Newman to finish in sec-
ond place.

“It shows that what 
we’ve been practicing 
has been paying off,” 
Dyer said. “It was really 
fun to play well as a team 
and Abby and I said that 
we were going to bring 
home some hardware. 
We worked really well 
together and we relied on 
each other a lot throughout 
the day. We’ve known each 
other for a long time and 
we have a connection. We 
also communicate really 
well.”

Seniors Erin Murphy 
and Kitty Williams went 

2-2 over four matches, 
beating Kaneland and 
Freeport to finish sec-
ond at No. 1 doubles. 
With two teams short on 
doubles players, juniors 
Ashley Lozano-Barragan 
and Merit Namaste-Rose 
stepped in and finished 
3-1 over four matches at 
No. 3 doubles, claiming 
three victories including 
wins over DeKalb and 
Newman.

“Kitty and I really fo-
cus on having fun when 
we play,” Murphy said. 
“We try not to get down 
on ourselves and that was 
a big focus for us during 
the tournament. We love 
to bring home a win and I 
think the tournament will 
be a big confidence boost 
for the rest of the season. 
We’re all really close with 
each other and we’ve 
all grown up and played 
sports with each other. Our 
new girls are doing really 
well and the returning girls 
are working together to 
help everyone out.”

Seniors Sydney Carmi-
chael and Natalie Wagner 
placed second at No. 3 
doubles, going 2-2 with 
victories against Kaneland 
and DeKalb. Junior Jaicee 
Ramos was the lone award 
winner in singles play, fin-

ishing 2-2 at No. 2 singles 
to take second place. Ro-
chelle (3-8, 1-2 Interstate 
8) will look to build on its 
strong tournament perfor-
mance Monday, when the 
girls host Mendota.

“Natalie and I have re-
ally good chemistry and 
we give each other a lot 
of constructive criticism,” 
Carmichael said. “We’re 
continuing to get better. 
Natalie plays well in both 
the back row and the front 
row. When she was in the 

back row, we used the wind 
to our advantage and we 
were able to figure that 
out by the end of the tour-
nament. We have a great 
group of girls and a lot of 
girls, like me, are new. It’s 
been really fun and we’re 
building each other up all 
of the time.”

Rounding out the var-
sity players on Saturday 
were seniors Kendyl Dar-
by and Yaretzi Villalobos, 
who combined for three 
wins in singles play. Darby 

went 2-2 with victories 
over Newman and DeKalb 
at No. 2 singles, while 

Villalobos went 1-3 with 
a win against DeKalb at 
No. 1 singles.

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-561-2153. Give us a call at 815-561-2153. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
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Heating & Air Conditioning

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service 815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on 
our Service Directory.

24/7  
Emergency Service
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Soccer

Rochelle falls to Kaneland after PK shootout
Diaz scores in regulation time as Hubs suffer tough conference loss to Knights

Heilly Zepeda, Bryan Garcia, Fernando Diaz, Alberto Casillas and Antonio Ruiz 
(left to right) all look on during the penalty-kick shootout on Wednesday, when 
the Rochelle Hub varsity soccer team hosted Kaneland.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Better 
teamwork and communi-
cation on the field had the 
Rochelle Hub varsity soc-
cer team in the mix against 
a pair of tough Interstate 
8 Conference opponents 
this week.

After playing Sycamore 
to a 1-0 loss on Mon-
day evening, Rochelle 
returned home for a re-
match against Kaneland 
on Wednesday. Despite 
falling to the Knights 6-3 
earlier this season, the 
Hubs were in control early 
and held Kaneland at bay 
for nearly the entire second 
half. Rochelle was within 
minutes of victory, but the 
Knights eventually broke 
through, scoring in the 
75th minute to even the 
score at 1-1 and ultimately 
send the conference match 
into a penalty-kick shoot-
out.

Senior forward Alberto 
Casillas converted the lone 
penalty kick in three tries 
for the Hubs, but Kaneland 
made all four of its penalty 
kicks to win the shootout 
and hand Rochelle a tough 
loss. Rochelle (8-10-1, 3-4 
Interstate 8) will host a 
nonconference match with 
Freeport on Saturday.

“Defensively, we were 

covering for each other 
and we cleared the ball a 
little better,” head coach 
Brad Male said. “We 
found more of those outlet 
passes and that helped us 
transition into our offense 
better. We were coming off 
a tough loss against Syca-
more and I thought that put 
some fire into these boys. 
We can compete with any-
one in our conference and 
our last two games show 
that. It was unfortunate to 
lose today, but I’m pleased 
with how we stepped up.”

Junior goalkeeper An-
tonio Hueramo recorded 
seven saves for the Hubs, 
who shut out the Knights in 
the first half after allowing 
six goals at Kaneland ear-
lier this season. Rochelle 
took the early lead, scoring 
in the 15th minute after 
junior midfielder Heilly 
Zepeda found senior mid-
fielder Fernando Diaz for a 
goal to put the Hubs ahead 
1-0. The Knights put five 
shots on goal during the 
first half, but the Rochelle 
defensive line held strong 
to prevent a breakthrough.

“It’s always a boost 
when we get that first goal 
and we aren’t trailing or 
trying to come back,” 
Male said. “I thought 
that boosted our spirits 
knowing that we could 
score against them. We 

moved the ball well and 
I’m pleased that we were 
on offense as much as we 
were today.”

The tide slowly turned 
in the second half, where 
Kaneland began to take 
more possession of the 
ball in the midfield and 
pressure the Rochelle 
defense. Key saves from 
Hueramo and strong play 
from defenders like sopho-
more center back Eliud 
Lombardia and senior out-
side back Francisco Diaz 
kept the Knights off the 
board until the 75th min-
ute, when a turnover by 
Rochelle led to a through 
ball down the far sideline 
that Kaneland converted 
to even the score.

With the match tied at 
1-1 after 80 minutes, both 
teams took the field for 
the penalty-kick shootout. 
Kaneland goalkeeper Coo-
per Van Wagoner blocked 
Rochelle’s first three shots, 
giving the Knights a sig-
nificant advantage. Al-
though Casillas cashed in 
on the fourth attempt for 
the Hubs, Kaneland made 
all four to clinch the win 
as players rushed the field 
in celebration.

“Our teamwork has im-
proved a lot over the course 
of the season,” Male said. 
“That’s what we’ve been 
striving for during practice 

RTHS Volleyball

Injury woes continue as Lady Hubs lose to Rock Falls
Rochelle concedes ninth straight loss after 17-25, 22-25 defeat on Wednesday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
injury bug took another 
bite from the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity volley-
ball team on Wednesday, 
when the girls hosted 
a nonconference match 
against Rock Falls.

Already without se-
nior setter Ali Ohlinger, 
Rochelle lost another 
key player early in the 
match, as senior outside 
hitter Taelynn Rodeghero 
suffered an ankle injury 
and didn’t return for the 
rest of the evening. With 
Rodeghero sidelined, the 
Lady Hubs struggled to 
find their rhythm in the 
first set. Despite a better 
effort in the second set, 
Rochelle was unable to 
rally back, falling to the 
Rockets 17-25, 22-25. 
The Lady Hubs (9-12, 0-4 
Interstate 8) have lost nine 
straight matches.

“Any time a player goes 
down, especially a player 
of Taelynn’s caliber, it cre-
ates a really weird vibe,” 
head coach Molly Sly said. 

“The girls were wondering 
how she is and how serious 
the injury was, but they 
bounced back and they saw 
that Taelynn wanted to see 
them succeed.”

Junior hitters Audyn 
Kemp and Jaydin Dickey 
did their best to step up on 
the front line, with Dickey 
scoring a team-high six 
kills while Kemp added 
three kills and three blocks 
from the middle. Senior 
libero Dempsey Atkinson 
anchored the Rochelle 
defense, collecting a team-
best 14 digs with Dickey 
adding eight digs. Junior 
Meredith Bruns totaled 10 
assists and six digs.

“I think Audyn has 
already stepped up in big 
ways and she stepped up 
even more tonight,” Sly 
said. “Jaydin put the ball 
away tonight and our set-
ters know that they can 
count on her. We give her 
the ball quite a bit on the 
right side and she does 
good things with it.”

Despite losing the open-
ing set, Rochelle took an 
8-4 lead to start the second 
set, pressuring the Rock-

ets from the service line, 
where the Lady Hubs had 
three aces in the early go-
ing. Rochelle was unable 
to maintain its advantage, 
however, as receiving and 
passing errors enabled the 
Rockets to rally back late 
in the second set, where 
Rochelle was forced to 
burn two timeouts. 

The Lady Hubs hung 
tough down the stretch, 
getting quality defense 
from back-row players 
including junior Emori 
Mickley, who had four 
digs in her extended play-
ing time with Rodeghero 
on the sideline. Rochelle 
will be back in action at 
the Sterling Invitational 
on Saturday.

“Emori puts up a great 
platform,” Sly said. “As 
long as she’s dug in with 
the right mindset, I think 
she’ll do a lot of great 
things for us. She’s a hus-
tler out there and it was fun 
to see her succeed.”

Morris
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity volleyball team 
suffered its eighth con-

Junior Audyn Kemp challenges two Rock Falls defenders up front during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball match against the Rockets on Wednesday 
evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

secutive loss, including 
its fourth straight in the 
Interstate 8 Conference, 
during Tuesday’s road 
match against Morris. 
Senior Dempsey Atkinson 
collected a team-high 12 

digs, while senior Taelynn 
Rodeghero notched six 
kills as the Lady Hubs 
fell to the Redskins 19-25, 
12-25. 

Juniors Jaydin Dickey 
and Meredith Bruns each 

earned five assists for the 
Lady Hubs (9-11, 0-4 In-
terstate 8). Rodeghero and 
Bruns each finshed with 
five digs, while Dickey 
added four digs in the loss 
at Morris on Tuesday.

and in games. I thought 
that really showed today.”

Sycamore
One second-half goal 

was the deciding factor 
during the Rochelle Hub 
varsity soccer team’s In-
terstate 8 Conference road 
match against Sycamore 
on Monday evening.

Although the Spartans 
held a sizable advantage in 
both shots (24-8) and shots 

on goal (17-4), Rochelle 
stood strong defensively, 
holding Sycamore score-
less in the first half. But 
the Spartans finally broke 
through during the 49th 
minute, putting in the first 
and only goal of the match 
to outlast the Hubs 1-0. 

Junior goalkeeper An-
tonio Hueramo finished 
with eight saves for the 
Hubs, who saw senior 
Bryan Garcia put a shot 

on goal during the first 
minute that was saved by 
the Spartans. Rochelle had 
another scoring chance 
during the 24th minute, 
when seniors Fernando 
Diaz and Alberto Casillas 
each had shots on goal that 
were turned away by the 
Sycamore defense. Junior 
Antonio Ruiz landed Ro-
chelle’s final shot on goal 
during the 61st minute of 
play.
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From page 1

“The rough was really 
tall and I knew the greens 
would be really fast. I felt 
confident coming in and I 
knew I had to avoid the big 
number.”

Rochelle came within 
a few strokes of sending a 
third player to the sectional 

on Monday. Sophomore 
Johnny Chadwick tied for 
21st overall with a 94 after 
18 holes and finished in a 
three-way tie with Sterling’s 
Maurice DeLaCruz and 
Princeton’s Kaiden Coomer 
for the 10th and final at-large 
qualifying slot. Despite a 
promising tee shot, Chad-
wick fell just short in the 

end, carding a double bogey 
while Coomer landed a par 
to take the final sectional 
qualifying spot.

Sophomores Owen Car-
michael and Connor Lewis 
finished with respective 
scores of 100 and 104, while 
senior Chris Hickey added a 
114 to round out the varsity 
players for Rochelle.

SPORTS
RTHS Cross Country

Annaliese Koziol, Declan McGee and Tyler Johnson (left to right) all earned 
medals for the Rochelle Township High School varsity crosss country team during 
the Matt Walter Invitational at Walcamp Park on Tuesday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle trio medals at 
Matt Walter Invitational

Johnson, McGee and Koziol earn honors
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

KINGSTON — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School varsity cross country 
team turned in its strongest 
performance of the season 
on Tuesday, when nearly 
all of the Hub and Lady 
Hub runners set new PRs 
during the Genoa-Kingston 
Matt Walter Invitational at 
Walcamp Park.

The Hubs finished sixth 
out of 10 schools, while the 
Lady Hubs took seventh 
out of eight schools in the 
3-mile race. Freshman Tyler 
Johnson and junior Declan 
McGee pushed each other 
throughout the event, with 
Johnson finishing 12th in 
16:14.21 while McGee 
placed 13th in 16:15.09. 
Both runners earned med-
als for the Hubs, who had 
all of their varsity boys 
finish in under 20 minutes 

for the first time since Dale 
Bergeson began coaching 
cross country at RTHS.

“We had a great night 
last night,” Bergeson said. 
“Declan and Tyler pushed 
each other to career bests. 
They led the whole field 
at the mile and made other 
teams change their race 
plans. The boys responded 
to a really tough workout on 
Monday and they used that 
to get better.”

Sophomore Hunter 
Bivins took 36th out of 74 
varsity boys with a time of 
18:20.31, while juniors Levi 
Waddle and Elijah Mayen 
landed in 39th and 40th with 
respective times of 18:36.18 
and 18:36.72 to round out 
the top five scoring run-
ners for the Hubs. Junior 
Annaliese Koziol was the 
catalyst for the Lady Hubs, 
medaling in 11th out of 59 
varsity girls with a time of 
19:41.28. 

“On the girls’ side, they 
all PR’d as well,” Bergeson 
said. “Annaliese got a career 
best time in the 19s and Rose 
PR’d by more than a minute. 
Vivian had a great day get-
ting into the low 23s and 
Mary broke the 24-minute 
barrier for the first time. Evi 
and Bridgett had huge PRs 
as well. I’m really proud of 
how well they responded 
and came out to race other 
athletes and not just to run.”

Junior Rose Luxton 
and sophomore Vivian 
Worthington took 32nd and 
37th with respective times 
of 22:11.53 and 23:04.15. 
Junior Mary Chadwick and 
senior Evi Mendez rounded 
out the top five scoring 
runners, placing 44th and 
51st with respective times 
of 23:50.00 and 24:28.84. 
Rochelle will return to 
action during the Freeport 
Invitational at Highland CC 
on Saturday.

GOLF: Metzger, Dyer advance 
to IHSA 2A Kaneland Sectional

RTHS Football

Hub freshmen defeat Dixon
Rochelle scores 20-8 win on Monday night
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub freshman 
football team earned its 
second win of the season on 
Monday evening, defeat-

ing the Dixon Dukes 20-8. 
Andrew Eyster rushed for 
a 2-yard touchdown and a 
3-yard touchdown for the 
Hubs (2-0, 0-0 Interstate 
8), whose next freshman 
game will be against Mor-
ris on Friday.

Cohen Haedt connected 
with Tyson Pavlak for a 
3-yard touchdown pass 
near the end of the first half. 
Luke Chadwick recorded 
two interceptions to lead 
the defense, while Mason 
Bolhous added one sack.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Tyson Pavlak runs with the ball during the Rochelle Hub freshman football game 
against Dixon on Monday evening.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Septem-
ber 24, 2024 a certif-
icate was filed in the 
Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office setting forth the 
names and post office 
address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
ADB Home Remodeling 
and Construction Co.
P.O. Box 111
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated September 24, 
2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0924
(Sept. 29, Oct, 6 and 
13, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 

under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024
Free Kittens to give 

away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 
815-993-2234

Free 
Kittens 
to give away to 
good homes.
Please call 815-615-1171

09082024RNL

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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TELLER APPRECIATION
WHEN faced 

with making 
a significant 

purchase, or even financ-
ing an unexpected emer-
gency expense, consumers 
are tempted turn to credit 
to pay for the goods or 
services. While credit 
utilization maintains an 
important place in build-
ing a strong financial 
reputation, it can quickly 
put a person underwater 
financially, and interest 
fees can increase the price 
of big-ticket items by a 
significant amount.

The financial resource 
The Motley Fool says 
American households 
carried a total of $17.1 
trillion in debt as of the 
second quarter of 2023. 
A report from Equifax 
Canada indicated Cana-
dian consumer debt rose 
to $2.32 trillion in 2023.  
Substantial consumer debt 
can limit financial flex-
ibility, so individuals who 

are looking ahead to new 
vehicles or vacations or 
even home renovations 
can first try to save for 
such expenses in lieu of 
borrowing. Budgeting 
and saving may not lead 
to immediate gratification, 
but it can help consumers 
avoid debt and ultimately 
create more financial flex-
ibility down the road.

• Know exactly what 
you have. Too often people 
take a casual approach 
to their finances. At any 
given time they may not 
know whether the money 
they’re making is actually 
covering all of the bills, 
and how much money, if 
any, is left over. Spend a 
few months cataloguing 
all credits and debits to 
your accounts. Pay atten-
tion to times of year when 
income is higher or when 
spending increases.

• Know your goal and 
price. Rayhons Financial, 
a financial services com-

pany, suggests identifying 
exactly how much you’ll 
need for a purchase. Es-
timate on the high side 
of expenses so as not to 
go over budget. Treat a 
big-ticket item just like a 
utility bill.

• Create a separate ex-
pense account. When all 
of your funds are together 
in one bank account, it 
is easier to spend the 
money on other purchases 
rather than the larger one 
in mind. Open a separate 
account and move your 
“extra” earnings into that 
account to save for your 
large expense. Automat-
ing the savings by setting 
up an automatic deduction 
deposited into this account 
on payday can make sav-
ings even easier.

• Review your budget 
periodically. Figure out if 
there are areas where you 
can cut back and allocate 
more money to your over-
all savings or the special 

Learn how to budget and save for big-ticket items

savings for the big-ticket 
item. For example, you 
may be able to downgrade 
to a more manageable 
mobile phone plan or dine 
out less frequently.

• Time the purchase 
right. In addition to only 
buying when you have the 
money saved, you can look 

at the calendar to figure 
out the best time to make 
that purchase. Does your 
state or province offer a 
sales tax holiday? Some 
times of year you may 
get a bonus, tax refund or 
birthday gifts that can be 
earmarked for big-ticket 
items. Avoid purchasing 

big items during times 
when you must pay for 
other significant expenses, 
such as tuition, summer 
camp fees and insurance 
payments.

Some simple financial 
planning can help people 
save and budget for big-
ticket items more readily. 

CREDIT cards 
are a preferen-
tial method of 

payment for millions of 
consumers. Credit cards 
make buying items online 
convenient and provide 
more security than debit 
cards, which are directly 
tied to a bank account. 

The modern credit card 
was invented in 1950 and 
was known as the Diners 
Club card. The idea came 
from Frank McNamara 
and business partner Ralph 
Schneider, who conceived 
of a way to pay without 
carrying cash after Mc-
Namara had forgotten his 
wallet while out to dinner 
in New York. Since that 
fateful, forgetful night 
for McNamara, the credit 
card industry has boomed, 
and WalletHub notes that 
consumers now have more 
than 1,500 credit cards to 
choose from. Having so 
many options can make 
finding the right card 
somewhat challenging. 
Explore these methods to 
narrow down your pros-
pects. 

Know your score
Before applying for 

a new credit card, it is 
important to know your 
credit score. The better 
your credit score, the 

greater the chance of being 
approved for a card which 
offers strong perks.

Type of cardholder
The next step is to iden-

tify which type of card-
holder you are. WalletHub 
says cards are designed for 
specific types of users and 
are geared toward particu-
lar groups’ interests and 
financial needs. These can 
include cards for students, 
those for people with poor 
credit histories, small busi-
ness cards, or cards for 
general consumers.

Define your goals
Credit cards also are 

broken down by their 
perks. Cardholders need 
to think about what they 
want out of a card. For 
example, some credit cards 
are marketed to travelers 
and enable cardholders to 
earn travel miles or points 
toward hotel stays. Other 
cards offer cash back on a 
percentage of purchases, 
like 2- to 5-percent back 
on qualifying categories. 
Some credit cards help you 
improve your credit when 
it’s limited or damaged, 
says NerdWallet. 

Balance transfer poli-
cies and interest rates

Another consideration 
on credit cards is whether 
they offer introductory 

Finding the right credit card for you

low- or no-interest rates 
on balance transfers that 
enable you to transfer bal-
ances from high-interest 
cards to the new card. 
Although it’s always best 
to pay off your credit card 
balance with each state-
ment, that isn’t always 

possible. When shopping 
for a card, it helps to find 
one with a low annual per-
centage rate (APR).

Additional features
Some credit cards will 

offer tools such as charts 
that can help you keep 
track of spending catego-

ries or will automatically 
advise you of your credit 
score. Secured or student 
cards can incrementally 
raise your credit limit as 
you establish good credit 
history. A card that has no 
late fees or penalty inter-
est rate increases also can 

come in handy.
There are various fac-

tors to consider when 
shopping for a new credit 
card. By narrowing down 
the major points of com-
parison, consumers can 
find a card that suits their 
specific needs. 
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TELLER APPRECIATION
CREDIT card 

debt could be 
compromising 

the financial security and 
well-being of millions of 
individuals. According to 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York, Americans’ 
total credit card balance in 
the second quarter of 2023 
was more than $1 trillion, 
and LendingTree reports 
that the average credit card 
balances among U.S. card-
holders in December 2022 
was $7,279. Average bal-
ances are lower but still a 
concern in Canada, where 
data from TransUnion® 
indicates the average card-
holder had an outstanding 
balance of $3,909 as of the 
first quarter of 2023.

Effective credit utiliza-
tion is a vital component 
of long-term financial 
health. The average credit 
card balances in both the 
U.S. and Canada suggest 
many consumers are put-
ting their financial futures 
in jeopardy by relying 
too heavily on credit to 
fund their lifestyles. The 
good news is consumers 
tend to have a sense of 
self-awareness regarding 
their credit usage, as a 
recent NerdWallet survey 
of more than 2,000 adult 
consumers found that 83 
percent of respondents 

acknowledged they over-
spend. Recognition of an 
over-reliance on credit 
could be a solid first step 
toward eradicating debt, 
and consumers who own 
their homes may consider 
home equity loans or lines 
of credit in an effort to 
tame their debt once and 
for all. 

 What is a home equity 
loan?

The Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau 
notes that a home equity 
loan allows homeowners 
to borrow money using 
the equity in their home 
as collateral. Equity is 
the amount a property is 
currently worth minus the 
amount currently owed on 
a mortgage. So if a home is 
worth $500,000 and home-
owners have a mortgage 
balance of $300,000, then 
their equity is $200,000.

Why do homeowners 
consider home equity 
loans to pay off debt?

One of the biggest 
concerns when consum-
ers wrack up lots of credit 
card debt is the likelihood 
that they will end up pay-
ing substantial amounts 
of interest on that debt. 
That’s because credit 
cards typically have high 
interest rates. Indeed, the 
LendingTree reports that 

Should home equity loans be used to pay off credit card debt? 

even consumers with good 
credit may have an APR 
around 21 percent on their 
credit cards. That figure 
only grows for consumers 
with lower credit scores. 
Bankrate notes that the 
average interest rate for a 
home equity loan is typi-
cally much lower than the 
rate on credit cards, so 
homeowners can theoreti-
cally save a lot of money 
by paying off their credit 

card debt with a home 
equity loan.

Are there risks asso-
ciated with using home 
equity to pay off credit 
card debt?

Though lower interest 
rates and consolidated 
debt are two advantages 
to paying off consumer 
debt with a home equity 
loan, this option is risky. 
Perhaps the biggest risk 
associated with this ap-

proach is the potential of 
losing a home. Individuals 
with substantial credit card 
debt should know that a 
lack of discipline when 
using a home equity loan 
to pay off debt could result 
in foreclosure. If home-
owners cannot make their 
monthly loan payments 
on time, they could lose 
their home. In addition, 
Bankrate notes that if a 
home is sold with an out-

standing home equity loan 
balance, that balance must 
be repaid at once. 

Home equity loans can 
help homeowners con-
solidate and ultimately 
eliminate their credit card 
debt. However, this ap-
proach carries a level of 
risk, so homeowners may 
benefit from working with 
a financial advisor to deter-
mine the best way to pay 
off their existing debts.  

CREDIT is a nec-
essary compo-
nent of doing 

business in the modern 
world. The credit reporting 
agency Experian defines 
credit as the ability to bor-
row money or access goods 
or services with the under-
standing that a person will 
pay later. Various creditors 
grant credit based on their 
confidence that a borrower 
will repay what is owed. 

Many adults learn about 
credit through trial and 
error. Financial literacy is 
not taught in many schools, 
although lots of people feel 
it merits space alongside 
literature, math, science, 
and other subjects. A recent 
NextGen study found only 
one in six high school stu-
dents are required to take 
a personal finance class in 
the United States. In addi-
tion, a survey conducted 
in 2018 by Chase bank 
found only one-third of 
Americans were taught 
what a credit score is by 
their parents. 

It is essential that guard-
ians share information 
about credit with young 
adults to help them be 
financially solvent and 
successful later in life. 
Here are some ways to 
help young adults learn 
about credit.

Start with credit ba-
sics

Speak generally about 
credit and how it is used. 
Then explain credit scores, 
credit bureaus and credit 
reports. A credit history 
and credit score is impor-
tant information for young 
adults to have early on and 
check frequently, as having 
good credit improves the 
chances they will qualify 
for loans and earn accept-
able terms in the future.

Help them build credit
Having one or more 

credit accounts can help 
a person establish and 
build credit by making 
payments on time. Credit 
card companies often ad-
vertise student and secured 
credit card accounts that 

come with small or man-
aged credit limits. Making 
purchases on the cards and 
paying them in full every 
month is the best way to 
improve a credit score or 
maintain a good one, says 
the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. An-
other way teens can build 
credit is through their stu-
dent loans. Making small 
payments on the principal 
while in school can help 
establish a strong credit 
history.

Check their credit 
reports

The Federal Trade 
Commission recommends 
checking a child’s credit 
score around the age of 
16 or 17. This will help 
families figure out if there 
are any anomalies that may 
indicate identity theft or 
inaccurate credit issues.

Know the formula for 
good credit

Forbes says there are 
five categories that add up 
to good credit:

1. Payment history (35 

Tips to educate young adults to be smart about credit

percent): Always pay bills 
on time.

2. Amounts owed (30 
percent): Borrow a low 
amount compared to the 
total lines of credit. This 
also is known as credit 
utilization.

3. Length of credit his-
tory (15 percent): Keeping 
accounts open for a long 
time is a win.

4. New credit (10 per-

cent): Do not apply for too 
much new credit too often.

5. Credit mix (10 per-
cent): Having a balance 
of different types of credit, 
such as car loans, credit 
cards and other types of 
debt, is advantageous.

Share your own expe-
riences

Sometimes the best 
way to teach about credit 
is to be honest about what 

a parent or another adult 
did wrong with his or her 
finances, and use that as a 
“what not to do” scenario.

It is important for young 
adults to learn about credit 
so they can make smart 
choices that will posi-
tively affect their future. 
Although talking finances 
may be uncomfortable, it 
is vital for families to have 
these discussions.  


