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OREGON  — Dr. 
Thomas Champley recent-
ly retired from his position 
as Ogle County Animal 
Control administrator after 
28 years of service. Cham-
pley was honored for his 
service since 1996 at the 
Ogle County Board’s Sept. 
17 meeting. 

Champley said he felt 
honored to be recognized 
that night. As animal con-
trol administrator, he was 
tasked with supervising 
two full-time and two 
part-time employees in the 
animal control department 
and working with them on 
cases such as animal vacci-
nation and stray animals in 
the country. Champley also 
ran Pines Meadow Veter-
inary Clinic in Oregon up 
until about five years ago. 

“It will be strange not 
doing it anymore,” Cham-
pley said. 

See CHAMPLEY pg 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Thursday, Sept. 26, Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
hosted its annual cookout 
for employees and the com-
munity. The event is in its 
third year and is hosted by 
RCH’s Food and Nutrition 
department. 

Offerings included burg-
ers, footlong hot dogs, pol-
ish sausages, ribs, veggie 
burgers, mac and cheese, 
coleslaw, loaded potato sal-
ad, and brownie or banana 
sundaes.

“This is our annual event 
for our employees and the 
community to come out and 
have lunch,” RCH Food 
and Nutrition Manager 
Ross Pullom said. “We grill 
for them and we have sides 
and dessert. It’s a good 
price. It’s a way to say thank 
you to our employees and 
the community for support-
ing us all year.”

Pullom said the event 
takes a lot of preparation 
and has gotten larger each 
year. RCH wants to provide 
tasty, nutritious food to the 
community, more than just 
its employees and patients. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment’s Pink Patch Proj-
ect fundraiser for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
during October is taking 
place again this year and 
sales of t-shirts and patches 
are underway. 

The department is sell-
ing t-shirts for $25 and 
pink RPD patches for $10. 
To make a purchase, call or 
visit RPD at 416 N. 6th St. 
815-562-2131 (cash/check 
only, payable to Rochelle 
PD Pink Project) or 926 
Custom Embroidery at 404 
Lincoln Highway 815-561-
9500 (cash/credit card). 
Sweatshirts and hoodies are 
also available through 926 
Custom Embroidery. 

All proceeds will be 
donated to the Living Well 
Cancer Resource Center in 
Geneva, in honor of RPD 
Officer Ryan Kovacs’ late 
mother, Tammy Kovacs, 
who passed away from 
breast cancer in December 
2015. Kovacs started the 
fundraiser in 2021. About 
$16,000 has been raised 
since. 

“It’s meant a lot to me,” 
Kovacs said. “We couldn’t 
do this without the support 
of the community and the 
fact that they’re willing to 
invest their money and time 
to support a cause that’s 

RPD’s Pink Patch Project sales underway
Fundraiser honors Officer Ryan Kovacs’ late mother

The Rochelle Police Department’s Pink Patch Project fundraiser for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month during October is taking place again this year and sales 
of t-shirts and patches are underway. All proceeds will be donated to the Living 
Well Cancer Resource Center in Geneva, in honor of RPD Officer Ryan Kovacs’ late 
mother, Tammy Kovacs, who passed away from breast cancer in December 2015. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

near and dear to my heart 
means the world to me. It 
means other people care and 
want to support the people 

that need it the most.”
RPD officers will also 

be wearing hats with pink 
badges on the front and 

ribbons on the back while 
on duty. 

See KOVACS page 8

RCH holds annual cookout for employees and community
‘It’s a way to say thank you to our employees and the community...’

On Thursday, Sept. 26, Rochelle Community Hospital hosted its annual cookout for employees and the 
community. The event is in its third year and is hosted by RCH’s Food and Nutrition department. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The RCH Food and Nutri-
tion department offers a 
catering service and opens 
its cafeteria to the public for 
lunch and dinner. It also has 
hosted a farmer’s market in 
the past and offers nutrition 

initiatives for employees. 
“We like doing outreach 

to the community,” Pullom 
said. “A lot of people in the 
local community come here 
for lunch and dinner. People 
in the apartments across the 

street come here for lunch 
and dinner a lot. It’s con-
venient and quick for them 
and it’s good quality food at 
a good price. We do things 
like this because we’re 
a community-involved 

hospital. We want the com-
munity involved with what 
we do here. Healthcare is of 
course our priority for our 
patients, but we also want 
to provide different services 
for the community.”

Champley 
retires as 
animal control 
administrator

• MARY ANN JOHNSON
• DEAN GEORGE LECHNER 
 
                         See page 4
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The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

On Friday, St. Paul Lutheran School hosted its annual Color Fun Run fundraiser at Atwood Park. The event is one of St. Paul’s biggest fundraisers of the year and the 
money goes back to funding curriculum at the school. Students of each grade level ran around the walking path at the park and took part in obstacle courses and 

activities, all while tie-dyeing their shirts. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)

St. Paul Lutheran School hosts annual Color Fun Run fundraiser

ROCK FALLS  — 
The Lee, Carroll, Ogle 
and Whiteside County 
Farm Bureaus along with 
COUNTRY Financial will 
host a crop marketing 
outlook on the evening 
of Nov. 20; at the Days 
Inn, Rock Falls. “Man-
aging Tight Crop Profit 
Margins”  is a two-hour 
seminar designed spe-
cifically for producers to 
help them manage risk 
associated with the cur-
rent commodity markets 
and identify market con-
ditions to capture profit 
margins through this year 
into next.

Dr. Steve Johnson, 
Iowa State University Ex-
tension farm management 

specialist,  will facilitate 
the program.  Steve has 
served as the farm & ag 
business management 
specialist in Central Iowa 
for Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach 
since 1999.  

He specializes in topics 
related to government 
farm programs, crop in-
surance, crop marketing, 
grain contracts, farmland 
leasing and other crop 
risk management strate-
gies. In the past year, he 
has conducted more than 
120 meetings, workshops, 
seminars and conferences 
across the Corn Belt with 
nearly 15,000 in atten-
dance.

Steve uses web sites 

such as ISU  Ag Deci-
sion Maker and Polk 
County  Extension Farm 
Management along with 
various print and elec-
tronic media. Annually 
he reaches more than 
200,000 producers, land-
owners and other agri-
business professionals. 

During the two-hour 
program producers will 
examine the following 
topics: Global Supply/
Demand &Crop Price 
Outlook, Utilizing Fu-
tures Price & Crop In-
surance, Implications for 
US Elections & Farm 
Bill, Implementing a 
’24-’25 Marketing Plan, 
Estimating ’24 Crop Profit 
Margins, and Feature 
7 Strategies to Manage 
Tight Margins.

This presentation will 
assist producers in de-
signing and implementing 
a marketing plan that 
is specific to their own 
operation. It will present 
producers with various 
options they can effec-
tively utilize to capture 
market profits, manage 
market risks in this vol-
atile market, minimize 
cost increases and make 
informed decisions on 
input pricing, storage 
options and position their 
marketing plan for profit 
protection.  Market, glob-
al and recent economic 
factors will be examined 
and producers will learn to 
identify where profit op-
portunities and pitfalls lie 
for their farm operations.                   

Pre-registration is re-
quired. To register for the 
program call 815-732-
2231 or email cfb@ogle.
comcastbiz.net. Program 
begins at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
20; Days Inn, Rock Falls.

2024 Crop marketing program 
scheduled for Nov. 20
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

From page 1

“But I’ll have plenty 
of other things to occupy 
my time. I’ll continue to 
stop in and say hi. It just 
felt like the right time. I’m 
77 years old. It was time 
for someone else to take a 
turn at it.” 

Champley applied for 
the animal control adminis-
trator position in 1996 after 
one of the employees in the 
office asked him to after the 
previous administrator left. 
Champley finds it hard to 
believe that 28 years have 
gone by since. He liked 
working with the staff, so 
he kept doing it, 

“I think everyone in the 
department does a great 
job,” Champley said. “Peo-
ple don’t really understand 
the importance of animal 
control. 60,000 people die 
of rabies in the world every 
year, but most of them are 
in third-world countries. 
About 10 or less die of 
it every year in the U.S. 
That number is 10 or less 
because of the work animal 
control does. We vaccinate 
dogs and we don’t have 
stray dogs running around 
getting rabies. People don’t 

realize how important it 
is until their dog has to be 
quarantined or their child 
gets bitten.”

One of the most sat-
isfying parts of animal 
control work is helping to 
find homes for stray dogs 
through local animal shel-
ters, Champley said. 

“It’s very rare that coun-
ty animal control euthaniz-
es a stray dog,” Champley 
said. “I’m proud of that. 
Unfortunately a lot of the 
public thinks if animal 
control picks up a dog 
that it’ll be put down. That 
just isn’t the case. and we 
work very hard with the vet 
clinics in the area to make 
sure we find good homes 
for these dogs.”

Another misconcep-
tion about animal control 
Champley wants to put to 
bed is that pet owners are 
made to buy tags just for 
the county to make money. 

“The money supports 
the department,” Cham-
pley said. “It’s supported 
strictly by tag fees. We get 
no money out of the county 
budget at all. Our budget 
comes from tags. We don’t 
make people vaccinate 
their dogs for the money. 

CHAMPLEY: Ogle County animal control adminstrator retires after 28 years

Dr. Thomas Champley recently retired from his position as Ogle County Animal Control administrator after 
28 years of service. Champley was honored for his service since 1996 at the Ogle County Board’s Sept. 17 
meeting. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

We’re trying to make sure 
that we never have any 
rabies in people.”

Champley grew up on 
a farm and animals have 
always been a part of his 

life. But being in animal 
control and the veterinary 
field yields just as much 
interaction with people as 
it does with animals. 

“I always tell anyone 

interested in veterinary 
medicine, yes, it’s import-
ant that you love animals, 
but it’s more important that 
you like people,” Champ-
ley said. “Because you’re 

going to have to deal with 
a lot of people. You’re not 
just dealing with animals. 
It’s people too. I think it’s 
important to enjoy people 
too.”

ROCHELLE – As a 
locally-owned and head-
quartered community 
bank, Stillman Bank val-
ues every opportunity to 
give back to their com-
munities. In partnership 
with FHLBank Chica-
go and its Community 
First® Program, they are 
honored to award Little 

Hubs Learning Center 
an Accelerate Grant for 
Small Businesses, totaling 
$15,000. 

Little Hubs Learning 
Center, an accredited and 
licensed daycare center, 
opened its doors on Jan. 
3, 2023. The facility is 
owned by Ron and Joni 
Spartz and their daughter, 

Kristin Spartz Barlow, 
serves as director of the 
learning center. Children 
ages 6 weeks to 12 years 
old are welcomed into 
the Little Hubs Learning 
Center off of 15th Street 
in Rochelle, which has a 
142-child capacity.

Through FHLBank 
Chicago’s member institu-

tions, like Stillman Bank, 
Accelerate Grants assist 
the growth and develop-
ment of small businesses 
in Illinois and Wisconsin. 
All grant recipients are 
small businesses that 
make a difference in their 
community, and funds are 
intended for the following 
purposes: 

The purchase or im-
provement of property; 
the purchase of machinery, 
tools, or equipment; the 
purchase of inventory, 
materials, or supplies; 
workforce development 
or training; and new or 
upgraded technology.

For more information 
on Stillman Bank or to find 

out more about Stillman’s 
products or services, visit 
www.stillmanbank.com. 
To learn more about FHL-
Bank Chicago and their 
Accelerate Grants, visit 
www.fhlbc.com. For more 
information about Little 
Hubs Learning Center, 
you can follow them on 
Facebook. 

Little Hubs Learning Center of Rochelle awarded $15,000 grant through Stillman Bank
As a locally-owned and headquartered community bank, Stillman Bank values every opportunity to give back to their communities. In partnership with FHLBank 
Chicago and its Community First® Program, they are honored to award Little Hubs Learning Center an Accelerate Grant for Small Businesses, totaling $15,000. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
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Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

(PHOTOS COURTESY OF DEPUTY CHIEF WILSON, MONROE TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT)

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 25, Juan F. Pizano 
Cacique, 35, of Rochelle 
was cited for speeding 63 in 
a 40 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, Damian 
Larduet Borrego, 34, of 
Rochelle was cited for a 
headlight violation and 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 18 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 25, Terrence 
C. Evans, 18, of Malta was 
cited for speeding 52 in a 
30 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, David M. 
Thick, 21, of Mt. Morris 
was cited for disobeying a 
traffic control device. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, Brandice D. 
Bruce, 32, of Rockford was 
cited for disregarding a stop 
sign. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 27, Devontae 
Foat, 22, of Rockford was 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 26, Rosa Giv-
ens, 55, of Rochelle was 
cited for operating an un-
insured motor vehicle. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 26, Joshua An-
drzejewski, 34, of Rochelle 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 26, Randy 
Leifheit, 45, of Waterman 
was cited for speeding 56 in 
a 45 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 26, Julie Ow-
ens, 66, of Rochelle was 
cited for improper lane 
usage. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 26, Melissa 
Contreras, 40, of Rochelle 
was cited for no valid reg-
istration and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, Maria 
Hermosillo, 44, of Mendota 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, Timothy 
Krause, 44, of Boone, Iowa 
was cited for failure to yield. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25, Jennifer 
True, 46, of Rochelle was 
cited for speeding 42 in a 
30 miles per hour zone. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 25 at 7:20 p.m. 
a 16-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 51 in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 18 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 28 at 1:36 
a.m. Alexandre Reed, 25, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating a motor vehicle 
with suspended registra-
tion. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 28 at 10:23 
a.m. Harsha V. Kosuru, 28, 
of DeKalb was cited for 
speeding 51 in a 35 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 

promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 28 at 11:05 p.m. 
Juan A. Gonzalez Caceres, 
35, of Racine, Wisconsin 
was arrested for driving 
with no valid license and 
cited for speeding. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 29 at 1:05 a.m. 
Sylver S. Johnson Kirksy, 
28, of Rochelle was cited 
for operating a motor vehi-
cle with suspended registra-
tion. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 29 at 8:09 a.m. 
Joshua S. Harmon, 23, 
of Steward was cited for 
no valid registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 29 at 2:46 
p.m. Joshua J. Kayser, 43, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred. 

On Sept. 29 at 10:42 
a.m. Haily N. Kerns, 24, 
of Creston was cited for 
speeding 63 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 11:56 a.m. 
Sean A. Ballard, 23, of Ev-
ergreen Park was cited for 
speeding 65 in a 45 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 1:14 p.m. 
Raymond H. Beardin, 40, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
no insurance. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 2:14 
p.m. Nathan T. Cardinal, 
24 of Genoa was cited for 
no insurance and expired 
registration. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 8:27 p.m. 
Sandra A. Perez Florez, 27, 
of Chicago was cited for 
no insurance. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 9:01 
p.m. Leila M. Rhynes, 18, 
of Belvidere was cited for 
speeding 70 in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a Nov. 1 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 29 at 9:15 
p.m. Cinthia Pacheco, 20, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating a motor vehicle 
with suspended registra-
tion. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 30 at 9:51 a.m. 
Alphonse G. Delatorre, 53, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended. He was released 
on a notice to appear with a 
Nov. 11 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 30 at 1 p.m. 
Larry K. Nass, 64, of Ro-
chelle was cited for failure 
to yield right of way to an 
emergency vehicle. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Nov. 1 
Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 30 at 1:58 
p.m. Felix Vega, 53, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for two 
Ogle County warrants and 
transferred. Vega was also 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended and cited 
for suspended registration. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
Nov. 1 Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 30 at 6:38 p.m. 
a 17-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal damage to prop-
erty. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

OREGON — On Sept. 
28, deputies and the Frank-
lin Grove Fire Department 
responded to the 3000 block 
of East Dugdale Road for 
the report of a single-vehi-
cle crash. After conducting 
an investigation, it was 
learned Clark Peden, 43, of 
Sterling, was traveling east-
bound when he drove into 
a ditch striking a culvert.  
Peden was placed under 

arrest and cited for driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol. Peden was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was additionally 
cited for driving under the 
influence/BAC over .08, 
illegal transportation of 
alcohol, operating a motor 
vehicle with suspended 
registration, and improper 
lane usage.  Peden was 
processed and released on 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
a notice to appear.  

On Sept. 29, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 3,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 2. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Kelly Manring, 43, of 
Belvidere, under arrest for 
no valid license. Manring 
was additionally issued a 
citation for speeding. Man-
ring was released on a notice 
to appear at the scene and 
given a future court date.

On Sept. 29 at approxi-
mately 4:07 a.m. deputies 
responded to Roy Avenue 
in Hillcrest for a domestic 
disturbance. After an in-
vestigation, Diana L. Sil-

va-Ramos, 29, of Rochelle, 
was placed under arrest for 
domestic battery. Silva-Ra-
mos was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of an appearance be-
fore a judge. Additionally, 
Dorian-Michael J. Reed, 
28, of Rochelle, was placed 
under arrest for possession 
of a firearm with no FOID 
and for possession of am-
munition with no FOID. 
Reed was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail before 
being released on a notice 
to appear and provided a 
future court date. 

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty.

ROCHELLE — Mary 
Ann Johnson, age 88, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
October 1, 2024 at St. An-
thony Medical Center in 
Rockford, IL.  Mary Ann 
was born on October 10, 
1935 in Cape Girardeau, 
MO, the daughter of Lou-
is and Pauline (Probst) 
Koechig.   On June 29, 
1952, she married Donald 
Walter Johnson in Her-
nando, Mississippi; he 
preceded her on October 
20, 2020.   Mary is also 
preceded by her parents, 
her son, Donald Jr. On 

February 24, 2022; four 
brothers: Gene, Robert, 
Lloyd and Leo Koechig and 
four sisters: Shirley Paul, 
Lucille Lee, Lenora Pawlak 
and Imogene Mattson. 

Mary Ann was a hard 
worker.   She worked for 
Caron’s International, Del 
Monte followed by Swift 
Meat Packing.  She loved 
spending time with her 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. Mary Ann 
also enjoyed playing slot 
machines, going out to eat 
and in her younger years, 
shopping.

Mary Ann is survived 
by her daughter, Terry 
(Tom) Harvell of Rochelle; 
daughter-in-law, Linda 
Johnson of Rochelle; two 
grandchildren: Kim (Greg) 
Johnson of Sycamore, IL 
and Brian (Lindsay) John-
son of Kirkland, IL and 
four great grandchildren: 
Madeline Hanson and 
Emma, Rylee and Hudson 
Johnson.

The visitation will be 
from 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., 
Friday, October 4, 2024 at 
the Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 

Rochelle.  The service will 
follow at 11:00 A.M. with 
Pastor Brandon Arneson 
officiating.   Burial is at 
Lawnridge Cemetery in 
Rochelle. A memorial will 
be established.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.com  to sign 
the online guest book.

Mary Ann Johnson

ROCHELLE — Dean 
George Lechner, 84, long 
time resident of Rochelle 
passed away on Monday, 
September 30, 2024. Dean 
was born on January 26, 
1940, the son of Urban and 
Louise (Schmitz) Lechner 
in Streator, IL. On January 
9, 1960, he married Rosalie 
C. Grasser in Mt. Palatine, 
IL. She passed before him 
(September 17, 1939 – May 
10, 2002).  Dean worked as 
a truck driver for Sunbeam 
and then for Burren Transit 
for 27 years.

Dean was a member of 
the St. Patrick’s Church, an 
active 4th Degree Knight of 
Columbus member, active 
member of the Rochelle 
Moose Club, and a member 
of the Rochelle VFW Post 
3878.

Dean and Rosie raised 
six wonderful children on 
a farm in rural Rochelle. 

There were five boys and 
one wonderful and pa-
tient daughter who put 
up with the silly boys. 
All six children attended 
Kings Elementary School 
and Rochelle Township 
High School. Dean and 
Rosie are proceeded by a 
very big family including, 
son,   Raymond (Bryon 
Farmer) Lechner, son, 
Rodney (Karen) Lechner 
and their six children: 
Ashley (Travis) Wray, Ryan 
(Shirley) Lechner, Amber 
Lechner, Chris (Tiffany) 
Lechner, Zach Lechner, 
Ben (Jamie) Mershon and 
16 great grandchildren; 
daughter, Dianne (Jim) 
Vogeler and their three 
children: Jake (Kendall) 
Vogeler, Nathan (Car-
ly) Vogeler, and Mallory 
(Nick) Wisebrock and four 
great grandchildren; son, 
Richard (Joanne) Lechner 

and three children: Cody 
(Nicole) Lechner, Jordan 
(Erica) Lechner, Caity 
(Ricky) Hall, and five great 
grandchildren; son, Robert 
(Dee Ann) Lechner with 
two children: Austin (Mon-
ica) Lechner and Hanna 
(Michael) Saxton, with 
three great grandchildren; 
son, Russ (Jen) Lechner 
with seven children: Travis 
Lechner, Megan Lechner, 
Makayla (Nathan) Black, 
Jessica Lechner, Robert 
Lechner, Aaron Bussan, 
and Adrienne Bussan, and 
six great grandchildren. 
In summary, Dean leaves 
behind six children, 22 
grandchildren and 34 great 
grandchildren, with more 
on the way. He is also sur-
vived by his brother, Don 
(Marilyn) Lechner of Stre-
ator, IL and sister, Elaine 
Luakch of Cumming, GA.

In addition to his par-

ents and wife, Rosie, he 
was preceded in death by 
two brothers: Norbert and 
Danny Lechner.

Services will be at St. 
Patrick’s Church, 236 Kel-
ley Drive, Rochelle on 
Monday, October 7, 2024. 
Visitation will be at 10:00 
AM, followed by a mass at 
11:00 AM.  Burial will be 
at St. Patrick Cemetery in 
Rochelle. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation 
to Serenity Hospice and 
Home or St. Patrick Cath-
olic Church.

Dean George Lechner
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ASHTON NEWS

NELSON — On Sept. 
25, an autopsy was con-
ducted on the male vic-
tim of the train fatality 
from the previous day. 
Fingerprint records iden-
tified the victim as being 
31-year-old Omar Arroyo 
of Chicago. 

Investigators were able 
to locate family members 
in Chicago and notify 
them of his passing. The 
investigation into the in-
cident revealed that Mr. 

Arroyo jumped in front of 
the train as it approached. 
The incident took place on 
Sept. 24 at 8:10 a.m. when 
the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to a call 
of a male trespassing on 
the railroad tracks. 

The subject was walk-
ing along the tracks about 
a mile west of Wadsworth 
Way and Railway Road 
near Nelson. Deputies lo-
cated the body of the male 
along the railroad tracks, 

and it was determined that 
he had been struck by a 
passing train. The male 
was pronounced deceased 
at the scene.

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office was assisted 
by the Illinois State Police 
– Crime Scene Services, 
the Dixon Rural Fire 
Department, the Dixon 
City Fire Department, 
the Lee County Coroner’s 
Office, and Union Pacific 
Railroad.

On Sept. 10, Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School kindergarten and first graders got a special surprise. The fifth graders and sixth graders have been reviewing 
their sewing skills in the art room and made little friendship pocket hearts for the little kids to keep. These are a keepsake that they can tie on their lunch or tie on their 

backpack or even keep in their pocket to remind them that everyone at school cares about them. The big kids “hid” them on the playground and the little kids went 
searching. (Courtesy photos)

Ashton-Franklin Center fifth and sixth-graders make pocket hearts for younger students

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently named Kyle Goldman 
its Raider of the Week for the week of Sept. 20. Goldman was recognized for 

persevering during a particularly challenging art assignment. Students are being 
recognized with the award this year for be helpful, respectful, improving, trying 

hard and more. (Courtesy photo)

Goldman named AFC Raider of the Week

Victim of fatal train 
incident identified 

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006

(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

Lori Patterson
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

(815) 562-7617
loripatterson22@gmail.com

http://loripattersonrealestate.com
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LOCAL VIEWS

Tom
McDermott

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows		  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey	 kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes		  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga		  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott	                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey		  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta		  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda		  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston	 tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas		   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton		  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick	 bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger		  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen		     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson	                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael	 bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs	 jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells	 dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden	 thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart	 jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis	 jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales	       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis		  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller		  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms		  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey	 jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney		  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams		  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro		  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins		  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman		  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns		  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward		  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads		  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman		  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter	 dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball		  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta		  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski		           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson	                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer		  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick		  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger	 assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach		  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle		  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben		  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager		  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney		  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow	 dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad	 haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson	 kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff	 nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera	 alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge		  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip		          doobs12@comcast.net

WHAT were 
your feelings 
or response 

to this statement made by 
former President Trump?  
“I’m not going to use the 
name anymore just one 
time,” Trump said after 
mentioning the presi-
dent. “Damage that he’s 
done to this country is 
unthinkable, unthinkable. 
Together, we will restore 
vision, strength, compe-
tence and we’re going to 
have a thing called com-
mon sense making most 
decisions.”  See: /www.
newsweek.com/trump-
rnc-speech-key-quotes-
big-moment-1927406 for 
more information.  Do you 
know what damage he is 
talking about?  How do 
you feel about the econ-
omy since COVID-19 is 
now mostly under control?

Is the high level of the 
stock market hurting you?  
Are your taxes higher than 
they have been?  You’ll 
probably mention the 
prices at the supermarket.  
They have certainly been 
much higher in the last 
few years.  Even some 
other daily necessities are 
higher priced.  Was this 

the fault of the current 
administration?  If so, 
what did they change to 
cause this?  Most say it 
was the blowback from 
COVID-19 and concerns 
about transportation costs.  
What could anyone have 
done differently?

Prices now are much 
more stable.  Yes, they are 
still higher.  I agree with 
Vice President Harris’ 
concern, however, with 
price gouging and trying to 
manage that.  Do you agree 
that some of these prices 
are due to gouging?  If not, 
then what is causing the 
problem?  Why are some 
staying so high, yet we 
are seeing everyday gas 
prices going down?  I may 
be wrong, but I would ask 
why gas prices are going 
down if the biggest cause 
of rising costs for other 
needs is due to transpor-
tation costs?

Many may say that 
it is wages.  However, 
history has shown that 
it is not necessarily true.  
The International Mon-
etary Fund says, “We 
conclude that an acceler-
ation of nominal wages 
should not necessarily 

be seen as a sign that a 
wage-price spiral is tak-
ing hold.”  See: www.
imf.org/en/Publications/
WP/Issues/2022/11/11/
Wage-Pr ice-Spi ra l s -
What-is-the-Historical-
Evidence-525073 for 
more information.  You 
would need to do more 
research on this to come 
to your own conclusion.  
I am, thankfully, 
not an economist.

One thing we 
do know is this is 
not an American 
event.  It is a world 
event.  COVID-19 
pushed the world 
towards recession.  
America did better 
than most of the 
world’s countries 
but not all.  The stimulus 
checks did lessen the re-
cession’s effects but were 
also a part of the inflation-
ary thrust.  See: crsreports.
congress.gov/product/
pdf/R/R46460.  This arti-
cle is quite involved, but 
can give you a picture of 
how the stimulus checks 
affected the recession and 
inflation.

So, as we are getting 
over a pandemic like 

COVID-19, we must 
experience some sort of 
hardship.  It’s inevitable.  
It’s good that we did not 
experience a deep reces-
sion like we did back in 
the 1980s.  Some of us 
were paying 12 to 15% 
for mortgages.  These 
were the days I remember.  
Nor have we experienced 
the super high inflation 

rates of some other 
countries.  Our 
country has gone 
through these situ-
ations many times 
in the past and 
has learned from 
each.  In none of 
these situations 

has anyone that 
I remember said 
we have done un-

thinkable damage to this 
country and its economy.

Former  Pres ident 
Trump had another com-
ment in the article from 
Newsweek mentioned in 
the first paragraph.  News-
week: “With talks of unity 
coming from both sides 
of the aisle, the former 
president put blame on 
the Democratic Party for 
fueling political division 
“at a level that nobody has 

ever seen before” among 
the American electorate.

The article continues:  
“In that spirit, the Demo-
crat Party should immedi-
ately stop weaponizing the 
justice system and label-
ing the political opponent 
as an enemy of democracy, 
especially since that is 
not true,” Trump said. “In 
fact, I am the one saving 
democracy for the people 
of our country.”  I’m glad 
it isn’t possible for the 
president to weaponize 
our countries assets in this 
way.  The Justice Depart-
ment is certainly led by a 
presidential appointee, but 
that’s where any control 
stops.  Once appointed, 
the president can provide 
suggestions to their pick of 
attorney general, but that’s 
the extent of any influence.

In their organization, 
mission, and functions 
manual for the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ), 
it states: “Independence 
and Impartiality.   The 
Justice Department works 
each day to earn the pub-
lic’s trust by following 
the facts and the law 
wherever they may lead, 
without prejudice or im-

proper influence.”  This 
can be found at: www.
justice.gov/doj/organiza-
tion-mission-and-func-
tions-manual#:~:tex-
t=The%20Justice%20De-
partment%20works%20
every%20day%20to%20
provide%20the.

There can be no weap-
onizing of the DOJ.  How-
ever, if someone has been 
found to be breaking the 
laws of the United States, 
then they must not only 
be tried in court, but also 
have their day in court.  
So, the attorney general 
will not just say a person 
has been breaking the law 
and leave it at that.  He will 
then assign his attorneys to 
develop a case and bring 
it to trial.  They must then 
prove their case in front of 
a judge or jury, or the party 
charged is found innocent.

If you do not agree with 
some or all this opinion, it 
is my hope that you will 
write your own response 
to this or write your own 
opinion.  Therefore, in the 
true spirit of our great de-
mocracy, we can see both 
sides of the issue and make 
the important decisions we 
must make in November.

TWO gentlemen, 
Mr. Neff and Mr. 
Loomis, finally 

secured the land they 
needed to build their 
newest venture. The lo-
cation was on Washington 
Street (today’s Lincoln 
Highway) across from 
the Milne and Loomis 
Lumber Yard. Construc-
tion began on a 50-foot 
by 84-foot skating rink 
at Lincoln Highway and 
Second Avenue. Roller 
skating was coming to 
Rochelle. Roller skating 
had become popular in the 
1880s with two advance-
ments in the construction 
of the skates. Rubber 
wheels were developed 
in 1859 and 1863 the 
four-wheel skate added 
ease and stability to abil-
ity to turn. Roller skating 
became so popular that 
many skaters had invested 
in their own skates. Sadly, 
the skating rink suffered a 
disaster only five months 
after opening. On a bitter-
ly-cold December night 
the rink caught fire. Mr. 

Neff rushed to the scene 
but was only able to save 
50 pairs of roller skates, 
the building was lost.  

The next mention of 
a roller-skating rink was 
in 1916 when C.L. Hyde 
constructed a new rink at 
Washington Street and 
First Avenue. Hyde’s 
Skating Rink lasted only 
a few years but the desire 
to skate stayed constant. 
When Hyde’s closed, 
skating rinks jumped from 
one building to another. 
The Coliseum (Hub City 
Furniture) opened an area 
on the second floor for 
roller skating. By 1922 
skating had moved to the 
Old Foundry Building on 
East Cherry Avenue. The 
foundry had been home to 
Malleable Iron Works in 
1876 and later a poultry 
picking plant. With large 
open spaces the foundry 
was used for high school 
basketball games and 
roller skating. Again, a 
major fire put a quick stop 
to skating in Rochelle. In 
1922 the foundry burned 

to the ground and was 
never rebuilt. 

Roller skating saw a 
resurgence in 1930s and 
Rochelle businessmen 
responded with the Pal-
ace Roller Rink on First 
Avenue in 1935. The 
Palace offered skating 
for 10 cents an hour or 25 
cents for the night. 
Joseph Askvig 
owned the Silver 
Gardens Skating 
Rink at 1072 Lin-
coln Avenue. At 
the end of 1940 
Walter  Stacey 
stepped in as man-
ager of the Silver 
Gardens rink. The 
Silver Garden catered to 
overflow crowds. 

Another skating rink 
opened at 617 Lincoln 
Ave. above Peter’s Garage 
in 1947. The 55-foot by 
60-foot space featured a 
record player and a soft 
drink stand. Jim Peters, 
Glen Taylor, and Robert 
Ewbanks were the man-
agers of the Peter’s rink. 
One cannot imagine the 

shenanigans those fellows 
initiated. 

It was 1950 when Wil-
liam Kassul decided to 
install a roller-skating 
rink and dance hall above 
the Kroger store on North 
Sixth Street. This location, 
302 N. Sixth St., would be 
the home of Rochelle skat-

ing for the next 
30 years. When 
Kassul opened his 
rink it was titled 
Rochelle’s Skat-
ing Rink. He not-
ed in his opening 
advertisement that 

he was receptive 
to suggestions for 
a new name. Over 

time the skating rink 
changed hands frequent-
ly. Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Canella took possession 
of the rink in 1952 and 
renamed the facility Roll-
ercade Skating Rink. The 
Canellas’ spiced the place 
up with the addition of 
an organ. The Canellas’ 
managed the rink from 
1952 until 1959 when 
Glenn and Millie Shippert 

bought the rink and kept 
the name Rollercade Skat-
ing Rink. After five years 
the rink was again sold, 
this time to Jim Wolfe. 
Mr. Wolfe remodeled the 
skating rink and slightly 
modified the name, Jim 
Wolf Rollercade offered 
a family-friendly skating 
experience. 

Roller skating saw 
another jump in popular-
ity in the 1970s. A crazy 
new music fad arrived and 
seemed uniquely fitted 
to roller skating. If you 
are over 50 you probably 
remember the disco ball 
flashing overhead as you 
attempted to balance on 
one foot to impress your 
friends. 

Don and Fran Salen 
bought the roller rink in 
1971 and the name was 
changed to Rochelle Roll-
er Rink. Don and Fran had 
been professional skaters 
and brought great enthu-
siasm to the business. The 
Salens offered a variety 
of activities including 
various skating lessons. 

Many will remember 
the Muscular Dystrophy 
Marathon Skate-A-Thon 
and how cool they felt 
when they skated to the 
end. Rochelle Roller Rink 
officially became Triple R 
Roller Rink in 1972 and 
carried that name until the 
final closing of the doors. 
The final owner was Fred 
Bressette who owned the 
building until 1994. 

The building had been 
constructed in 1920 as the 
James Sherlock Garage. 
After 74 years the build-
ing was showing a lack 
of maintenance. The roof 
was collapsing and the 
floors were sagging by as 
much as a foot. The build-
ing was beyond salvage 
and in 1994 it was torn 
down. There has not been 
a skating rink in Rochelle 
since but for many the 
memories of flying around 
the rink still brings a smile 
to their faces. 

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. 

The history of roller skating in Rochelle

Reed
Harris

Consider this: Independence and impartiality
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Sept. 6 - Roger Pearson, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 7 - Rita Thompson, Dixon, $25

Sept. 8 - Bob Aubry, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 9 - Margaret Danek, Kings, $25

Sept. 10 - Allison Reed, Byron, $25

Sept. 11 - Kayla Rios, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 12 - Slavoljub Majinovic, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 13 - Arely Hickey, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 14 - Paige Humphrey, Pecatonica, $25

Sept. 15 - DJ and Noeka Williams, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 16 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Sept. 17 - Rebekah Lewis, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 18 - Shane Huber, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 19 - Betty Mowers, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 20 - Mary Sullivan, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 21 - Wesley Berogan, Dixon, $25

Sept. 22 - Therese Fenwick, Westchester, $50

Sept. 23 - Aubrielle Lodico, Dixon, $25

Sept. 24 - John Schinzer, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 25 - RACF, $25

Sept. 26 - Michele Hardcastle, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 27 - RACF, $25

Sept. 28 - Teagan Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 29 - Timothy Hill, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 30 - Chief Dave Sawlsville, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 1 - Jan Heal, Creston, $25

Oct. 2 - From the Heart, $25

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $250
CURRENT JACKPOT: $12,195

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Oct. 2

Noah Owens
Sammy Lopez

Mason Bolhous
 

Oct. 3
Bernie Sexton

 
Oct. 4

Meredith Kulwicki
 

Oct. 5
Gabe Zellers

Logan Buckwalter
Barrett Stockton

 
Oct. 7

Hadley Voight
Ryan Bunger

 Oct. 8
Jose Avila

 
Oct. 9

John Oleson
 

Oct. 11
James & Lyndsey O’Brien 

(anniversary)
 

Oct. 12
Kyle Bridgeman

 
Oct. 13

Ivan Olson
Jack Olson

 
Oct. 14

Samantha Zellers

 Oct. 17
Kati Johnson
Preston King

 
Oct. 20

Veda Lopez
Bo Bridgeman

 
Oct. 22

Allie Dolister
 

Oct. 28
Bryce Weems

 
Oct. 30

Jack Powell
 

Oct. 31
Angel Weyhrauch
McKinley Moser

The Rose Barn sponsored La Reina Hispana of 
Rochelle this year at the La Fiesta Hispana festival 

in Rochelle. The pageant represents girls of Hispanic 
descent in Rochelle. The winner was 10-year-old 

Lydia Valenzuela of Rochelle. She’s the daughter of 
Lindsey and Jose Valenzuela. (Courtesy photo)

Valenzuela wins La Reina 
Hispana pageant at Fiesta 

Hispana festival

BYRON — Pegasus 
Special Riders will host its 
annual Mane Event fund-
raiser on Saturdday, Nov. 
2 at 5:30 p.m. at the Byron 
Golf Course Pavilion at 
6734 N. German Church 
Road in Byron. 

There will be a prime rib 
dinner option, a mostaccio-
li dinner option (vegetarian 
option available) salad and 
a cash bar. Tickets cost 
$80 for a single, $150 for 
a couple and $600 for an 
eight-seat table. 

Entertainment includes 
silent and live auctions, a 
50/50 raffle, and music by 
“Bowling for Dollars”. 

For RSVP and pay-
ments: Pegasus Special 
Riders, PO Box 293, Or-
egon, IL 61061, 815-973-
3177. 

Pegasus Special Riders 
is a nonprofit organization 
providing therapeutic en-
counters for children and 
adults with special needs. 
www.pegasusspecialriud-
eres.org 

Mane Event fundraiser for Pegasus 
Special Riders scheduled for Nov. 2

SAVANNA — House 
Minority Leader Tony Mc-
Combie and State Rep. 
Brad Fritts are hosting an 
upcoming household haz-
ardous waste collection drive 
on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

It will take place at Sauk 
Valley Community College, 
located at 173 North Illi-
nois Route 2in Dixon. This 
event is in partnership with 

the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) 
and Sauk Valley Community 
College. 

The accepted items in-
clude: Oil Based Paint, 
Paint Thinner, Aerosol Paint, 
Cleaning Products, Insecti-
cides, Herbicides, Pesticides, 
Mercury, Gasoline, An-
ti-Freeze, Used Motor Oil, 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs and 
Household Batteries.

Household hazardous waste 
collection drive is Oct. 26
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LOCAL NEWS
From page 1

Officers and dispatch-
ers help Kovacs during the 
month of October by mak-
ing sales and raising aware-
ness. Rochelle Township 
High School Resource 
Officer Jim Jakymiw and 
Kovacs are also working 
to establish a scholarship at 
RTHS in honor of Tammy 
Kovacs. 

“It’s awesome to know 
that my coworkers care 
and that they’re invested 
in something as much as 
I am,” Kovacs said. “It 
means everything to me. 
It’s great when one of them 
comes in and tells me they 
sold 15 shirts for me with-
out me even asking. It’s 
more money we can give. 
It means a lot.”

Over the years with 
the fundraiser, Kovacs 
has seen people reach out 
with interest in t-shirts and 
patches from all 50 states, 
which he couldn’t believe. 
When he first started the 
fundraiser, he hoped to 
raise $500-1,000. October 
is now his busiest month 
with organizing sales and 
awareness. 

“It’s definitely a labor 
of love,” Kovacs said. “I 
start planning in June and 
July and talking with 926 
Custom Embroidery and 
figuring out a t-shirt design 
and getting stuff ordered 
and getting promotional 
material. I never thought 
I would raise $16,000. I 
can’t put it into words. I just 
wanted to do it for my mom 
and it’s grown and more 
people are helping me and 
it’s getting bigger and we’re 
talking about scholarships 
and other things. Every 
year it gets bigger and it’s 
more work. But I’m willing 
to do it if it helps people. 
We appreciate everyone’s 
support.”

The Living Well Cancer 
Resource Center is near 
and dear to Kovacs’ heart 
because his mother spent 
time there taking part in 
its services during her 
treatment. The center offers 
cooking classes, art classes 
and therapy classes and 
drives those fighting cancer 
to their doctor and chemo-
therapy appointments.

Kovacs said he’s en-
joyed seeing The Living 
Well Cancer Resource 
Center expand its services 
over the years as he’s given 
donations. 

“They offer all sorts 
of services to people that 
need it so they don’t have 
to go through it alone,” 
Kovacs said. “Because 
cancer sucks to go through. 
My mom was sick a lot 
and didn’t want to leave 
the house. They’ll go pick 
people up and get them 
involved so they don’t have 
to suffer alone. Sometimes 
you donate to places and 
have no idea where it’s go-
ing. When I go there, I can 
see how they’re spending 
the money on helping peo-
ple. They were great to my 
mom and helped her with 
everything so she didn’t 
have to deal with it alone. 
She loved that place, so I 
wanted to repay them for 
the love and support they 
showed her.”

Kovacs said along with 
t-shirt and patch sales and 
donations, he hopes he and 
RPD can raise awareness 
during October so maybe 
someone is moved to get 
a mammogram, or some-
one going through breast 
cancer knows that they’re 
not alone. 

While October means 
raising funds for a good 
cause and spreading pos-
itivity for Kovacs, the 
month brings up emotions 
and memories of his mother 

KOVACS: Fundraiser entering fourth year, has raised $16,000

The Rochelle Police Department is selling t-shirts for $25 and pink RPD patches for $10. To make a purchase, 
call or visit RPD at 416 N. 6th St. 815-562-2131 (cash/check only, payable to Rochelle PD Pink Project) or 926 
Custom Embroidery at 404 Lincoln Highway 815-561-9500 (cash/credit card). Sweatshirts and hoodies are also 
available through 926 Custom Embroidery. Below is Tammy Kovacs, late mother of Officer Ryan Kovacs.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

each year. Next year will be 
10 years since her passing. 
He hopes he’s making her 
proud. 

“I hope she’s looking 
down from above and 
saying, ‘My son is doing a 
good thing and I raised him 
right,’” Kovacs said. “It’s 
a happy time because I get 
to help people, but at the 
same time it’s emotional. 
Because I miss my mom. 
I’d trade anything in the 
world to have my mom 
come back. This is my way 
of keeping her memory 
alive and showing her that 
she raised a good son who 
wants to help people. My 
mom’s thing was always, 
‘Be kind to others.’ She 
believed what you put into 
the world is what you get 
back. I hope to put some 
good into the world.” (COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS GOLFERS EARN HONORS
 
The Rochelle Hub golf team had two 
award winners at the Sterling Invitational. 
 
See page 8 for more details
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RTHS Football

Rochelle Junior Tackle

THANK YOU
for voting!

Core SponsorsCore Sponsors
Thank you to our

Davis 
Family 
Health LLC

CALL US TODAY AT 815-766-1668
ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Brought to you by:

&

BEAM
beauty + wellness

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2024 31,10431,104 Total Votes!

LOOK FOR WINNERS 
(NEW PRINT DATES)

in  Rochelle News-Leader
Sunday, October 13th
& in Ogle County Life
Monday, October 14th

Hubs bounce back at LaSalle-Peru
Rochelle runs for seven touchdowns and forces three turnovers in 48-20 win

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE — The 
Rochelle Hubs didn’t let a 
tough defeat linger when 
they took the field for their 
Interstate 8 Conference 
road matchup against the 
LaSalle-Peru Cavaliers on 
Friday evening.

Looking to bounce back 
from a home loss to Syca-
more, Rochelle returned 
to the dominant form it 
showed over the first three 
weeks of the season, rush-
ing for seven touchdowns 
and forcing three turnovers 
to roll over LaSalle-Peru 
48-20. The Hubs (4-1, 
1-1 Interstate 8) rumbled 
for 426 rushing yards and 
averaged 8.4 yards per 
carry en route to their first 
conference win this fall. 
Rochelle will host the Mor-
ris Redskins in a crucial 
Interstate 8 matchup next 
Friday at 7 p.m.

“We were told before 
the game that it was about 
us this week,” said senior 
safety Elijah Harley, who 
finished with six tackles 
and an interception in the 
game. “We needed to come 
out and get a big win so we 
could bounce back from 
that loss last week… We 
have to look at the film and 
take what Morris gives us. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to 
make some plays and get 

another win.”
LaSalle-Peru (2-3, 0-2 

Interstate 8) moved the 
ball just beyond midfield 
before an incomplete pass 
on third down forced the 
Cavaliers to punt. Rochelle 
took advantage of the de-
fensive stop, scoring on 
its first drive of the game, 
which went 85 yards on 
eight plays and concluded 
with a 6-yard touchdown 
run from senior tailback 
Grant Gensler. Running 
behind an experienced 
line featuring four seniors, 
Gensler rushed for a team-
high 200 yards and three 
scores in the win.

“We were nastier than 
they were and we wanted 
it more than them,” said 
senior lineman Kaiden 
Morris, a four-year starting 
guard who also had five 
tackles on defense Friday 
evening. “The staple of 
our program has always 
been about being nasty 
and getting off the line. I 
thought we did that really 
well and that’s why we 
won the game. We’re all 
clicking and our backs are 
phenomenal. It’s easy to 
block for guys who can 
read things perfectly and 
score touchdowns.”

The Hubs carried a 6-0 
lead into the second quar-
ter, where LaSalle-Peru 
threatened to score after a 
string of successful passes 

from freshman quarterback 
Marion Persich moved the 
ball inside the Rochelle 
red zone. Faced with a 
second-and-goal scenario 
at the 3-yard line, the Hubs 
delivered a clutch stop, with 
Harley tackling Persich and 
forcing a fumble that junior 
linebacker Brode Metzger 
recovered to end the drive 

and take the Cavalier of-
fense off the field.

A fumble on Rochelle’s 
next possession gave the 
ball right back, but the Hubs 
once again stood strong 
defensively, with Harley in-
tercepting a third-and-goal 
pass toward the end zone 
and returning the ball near 
midfield. The turnover led 

to more points for the Hubs, 
who scored their second 
touchdown on a 30-yard 
run from sophomore wing-
back Dylan Manning. The 
play began with a pitch to 
Gensler, who then handed 
the ball to Manning on a 
reverse for the score.

“Coach [Zick] called for 
man coverage and they ran 

three hitches, so I drove on 
the ball and made a good 
play,” Harley said. “We’ve 
really chosen to lock in on 
defense during practice 
and we’ve made the plays 
we’ve needed to make. 
We’re letting our effort 
show on the field.”

See HUBS page 3

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Senior Ethan Goodwin makes a tackle during the Rochelle Hub varsity football game against LaSalle-Peru on 
Friday night. Goodwin had 10 tackles and an interception as the Hubs beat the Cavaliers 48-20.

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Junior Tackle teams combine for three victories against Streator Junior Bulldogs on Saturday
The Rochelle Junior Tackle football teams faced the Streator Junior Bulldogs on the road Saturday, Sept. 28. The 8th Grade Team remained undefeated and moved to 
7-0 with a 44-0 victory, while the sixth-graders defeated Streator 12-6 to move to 4-2-1 overall and the fifth-graders shut out Streator 22-0 to reach 4-3 on the season. 
The seventh-graders conceded a 36-6 loss to fall to 1-6 overall. Above, eighth-grader Kyler Rowe (left) sets a block for teammate Riley Smith and seventh-grader Elijah 

Underwood (right) runs with the football. Below, sixth-grader Noah Hayden (left) evades defenders and fifth-grader Johnathan Lilly (right) makes a tackle.
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Brown’s Tax Service

Bookkeeping, Payroll & Tax Preparation ServicesBookkeeping, Payroll & Tax Preparation Services

Contact Us For Your 1099 Forms
361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL 

815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com | www.brownstaxoffice.com

Let the BEST TAX  
PROFESSIONALS 
in the BEST TAX 
OFFICE in OGLE 

COUNTY prepare 
your 2024 taxes!

10
02
20
24

If you know of someone who has 
experienced domestic abuse please 
contact our agency to learn more 
about how we can help and how you 
can help. 

If you need to learn more about your 
rights in a relationship and how to 
protect yourself from abuse please 
contact us as we are here to listen 
and support you 24 hours a day. 

10
02

20
16

Opening Doors to a Safe and Peaceful Future

815-562-8890

If you know of someone who has 
experienced domestic or dating 
abuse  please contact our agency to 
learn more about how we can help 
and how you can help.
If you need to learn more about your
rights in a relationship and how to
protect yourself from abuse please
contact us. We are here to listen
and support you 24 hours a day.

Opening Doors to a Safe and Peaceful Future

815-562-8890

Si conoce a alguien que haya sufrido 
abuso doméstico o en el noviazgo, 
comuníquese con nuestra agencia para 
obtener más información sobre cómo 
podemos ayudar. Si necesita obtener 
más información sobre sus derechos 
en una relación y cómo protegerse del 
abuso, contáctenos. Estamos aquí para 
escucharte y apoyarte las 24 horas del 
día.

1001 S. Main St. 
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4141• rochellefoodsjob.com

10
03

20
21

rockford rescue mission
rescue • recover • restore

Rockford Rescue Mission shares hope 
and help in Jesus’ name to move people 
from homelessness and despair toward 
personal and spiritual wholeness.

RRM serves the most vulnerable in the Rock 
River Valley through Homeless Services, Life 
Recovery Programs, Meals For All, Hope 
Clinic and Works! Center. Open 24/7/365.

715 W. State Street, Rockford
815-965-5332

info@rockfordrescuemission.org
www.rockfordrescuemission.org

NO one wants to imagine a 
scenario in which a child 
is threatened or unsafe. 

Unfortunately, children confront 
abusive situations every day.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention defines child 
abuse as any emotional, physical 
mistreatment, neglect or sexual 
abuse perpetrated by an adult in a 
role of responsibility on someone 
who is under the age of 18. Every-
one, whether they have children of 
their own, work with children or 
even people who do not routinely 
interact with children, can do their 
part to protect children by learning 
to recognize the warning signs of 
child abuse.

In many instances, school offi-
cials and teachers are some of the 
first people to recognize potentially 
abusive situations in children’s 

homes. The general public can 
educate themselves about possible 
signs of child abuse; they may be a 
abused child’s only advocate. Here 
are some signs of potential physical 
and emotional abuse.

- Unexplained injuries, such as 
bruises, and marks around the neck.  

- Bruising behind the ear.
- Depression or excessive crying.
- Sudden changes in the child’s 

behavior or demeanor.
- Poor hygiene and self-injury.
- Lack of energy or constant 

hunger.
- Increase in attention-seeking 

behaviors.
- Increased absences from 

school.
- Witnessing an adult pinching 

to inflict pain, slapping or tripping 
a child.

- Witnessing an adult threaten to 

harm a parent or caretaker.
- Knowledge of an adult with-

holding sleep, food or medication 
from a child.

- Seeing a child flinch when 
touched.

- A child wearing inappropriate 
clothing for the season to cover up 
injuries.

Individuals are urged to act if 
they suspect a child is being abused. 
People should contact their local 
child protective services agency 
and local law enforcement.

For Illinois reports of suspected 
child abuse. Illinois Child Abuse 
Hotline:  1-800-25-ABUSE (1-800-
252-2873)

For additional information on 
protecting children from abuse:  
Shining Star Children’s Advocacy 
Center 815-284-1891 or HOPE of 
Ogle County 815-562-8890

HOPE of Ogle 
County is cele-
brating 40 Years 

of giving hope to survivors 
of domestic abuse.  All ser-
vices provided by HOPE 
are confidential and there 
are no fees for services 
offered.  HOPE is avail-
able 24/7 (815-562-8890) 
and there is an advocate to 
provide immediate support 
and safety information.  
Counseling services for 
adults, teens and children 
are offered in Rochelle, 
Polo and Oregon.  Court 
advocacy is also available 
in Ogle County.  Services 
are available in Spanish 
and Language Line is uti-
lized as well.  Emergency 
shelter services and re-
sources are also available.     

Domestic abuse is a 
serious issue that is more 
prevalent than people 
may realize. Data from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
indicates that nearly 20 
people per minute are vic-
tims of physical violence 
by an intimate partner in 
the United States.

People experiencing 
abuse of domestic abuse 
often feel helpless against 
their aggressors.  Those 
experiencing domestic 
abuse are not alone and 
there is support and help. 

Anyone can help by 

learning to recognize the 
warning signs that some-
one is being abused, and 
WebMD notes that such 
signs include:

- Excuses for injuries
- Personality changes, 

like low self-esteem in 
someone who had pre-
viously been a confident 
individual

- Constantly checking 
in with their partner

- Never having money 
on hand

- Overly worried about 
pleasing their partner

- Skipping out on work, 
school or social outings for 
no clear reason

- Wearing clothes that 
don’t align with the season, 
such as long sleeve shirts 
in summer to cover bruises

-Scratches in their neck
-Domestic abuse does 

not have to be physical, 
often emotional abuse 
and controlling behaviors 
are the most difficult to 
contend with

- Concerned individuals 
also can learn to spot the 
warning signs of abusive 
and controlling partners, 
family members and care-
takers.  According to the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, peo-
ple who use abusive in 
relationships come from 
all groups, cultures, re-
ligions, and economic 

backgrounds. In fact, the 
NCADV notes that one 
study found that nine out 
of 10 abusive persons had 
no criminal records and 
were generally law-abid-
ing outside their homes. 
That can make it hard to 
spot, though the NCADV 
indicates that abusive 
personalities may exhibit 
certain warning signs, 
including, but not limited 
to, the following:

- Extreme jealousy
- Possessiveness
- Unpredictability
- A bad temper
- Cruelty to animals
- Verbal abuse
- Extremely controlling 

behavior
- Antiquated beliefs 

about gender roles within 
relationships

- Forced sex or dis-
regard of their partner’s 
unwillingness to have sex

- Sabotage of birth 
control methods or refus-
al to honor agreed upon 
methods

- Blaming for anything 
bad that happens

- Sabotage or obstruc-
tion of person’s ability to 
work or attend school

- Controls all the fi-
nances

- Abuse of other family 
members, children or pets

- Accusations of partner 
flirting with others or hav-

ing an affair
- Control of what part-

ner wears and how they act
- Demeaning the per-

son, either privately or 
publicly

- Embarrassment or 
humiliation of the person 
in front of others

- Harassment of the 
person at work

*Non-fatal strangu-
lation has serious safety 
and medical safety conse-
quences.

According to the Train-
ing Institute on Stran-
gulation Prevention, “A 
woman who has suffered 
a nonfatal strangulation 
incident with her intimate 
partner is 750% more 
likely to be killed by the 
same perpetrator…with a 
gun.”  If you or someone 
you know has been stran-
gled medical attention and 
immediate safety planning 
is important.  

Anyone who is experi-
encing abuse or suspects a 
loved one or acquaintance 
is in an abusive relation-
ship is encouraged to call 
HOPE of Ogle County at 
815-562-8890, the Illi-
nois Domestic Violence 
Hotline and Text Line 
877-863-6338, or Na-
tional Domestic Violence 
Hotline at 800-799-7233 
(SAFE) or 800-787-3224 
(TTY).

Warning signs of 
domestic abuse

Recognizing and 
reporting child abuse

Sponsored by the following businesses:

Transforming victims of child 
abuse into survivors!

215 E. 1st St. Suite 110  
Dixon, IL 61021

815-284-1891
www.shiningstarcac.org

10
02

20
24

Family, Couple, Individual and Child 
Counseling & Medication

Free Initial Counseling Consultation*

815-787-9000
951 S. Seventh Street

Suite G
Rochelle, IL

1815 Mediterranean
Suite 102

Sycamore, IL

300 Washington Corner
#203

Oregon, IL

Don’t lose hope...We 
can help you get your 

life back on track!

10
02

20
24
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SPORTS

From page 1

Manning accumulated 
108 rushing yards for the 
Hubs, who led 14-0 before 
a 1-yard touchdown run 
from LaSalle-Peru’s Adrian 
Arzola late in the second 
quarter put the Cavaliers 
on the scoreboard. Ro-
chelle finished the first half 
with a physical drive that 
featured several carries 
for junior fullback Roman 
Villalobos, who ran for 
92 yards on Friday night. 
A 19-yard touchdown run 
from Gensler capped off 
an 11-play, 80-yard drive 
to give Rochelle a 20-6 
halftime lead.

More explosive runs 
from Gensler highlighted 
the opening drive of the 
second half for the Hubs, 
who went ahead 26-6 early 
in the third quarter after a 29-
yard touchdown rush from 
the senior tailback, who took 
advantage of gaping holes 
created by the Rochelle 
offensive line. Trailing by 
three scores, LaSalle-Peru 
was unable to respond on 
offense, as mounting pres-
sure from the Rochelle de-
fensive line forced multiple 
incompletions, including 
one on a fourth-and-7 play.

“We switched from a 
three-man front to a four-
man front in the second half 

and that was big for us since 
that gave us an extra rusher,” 
said Morris, who helped the 
Hubs record three tackles 
for loss and two sacks on 
defense Friday night. “That 
helped a lot because we 
threw their offensive line 
off and they couldn’t adjust 
on the fly, which helped us 
get some pressure.”

The Hubs continued to 
grind down the LaSalle-Pe-
ru defensive front during the 
third quarter, where Man-
ning broke through the left 
side of the line of scrimmage 
for a 30-yard touchdown run 
before senior quarterback 
Carson Lewis threw to se-
nior tight end Jack Pavlak 
for the 2-point conversion 
to give the Hubs a 34-6 
lead. Rochelle ran for two 
touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter, where Villalobos 
sprinted for a 26-yard score 
and senior Jordan Bly added 
a 2-yard plunge.

Senior linebacker Ethan 
Goodwin compiled a team-
high 10 tackles on Friday 
and intercepted Persich in 
the fourth quarter, returning 
the ball to the 2-yard line to 
help the Hubs seal their win 
over the Cavaliers. Junior 
linebacker Gavin Neale to-
taled five tackles and a sack 
for the Rochelle defense, 
which limited LaSalle-Peru 
to only 89 rushing yards in 

the victory.

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle Hub fresh-

soph football team scored 
five touchdowns during its 
36-12 win over LaSalle-
Peru on Friday evening. It’s 
the first conference victory 
of the season for the Hubs 
(4-1, 1-0 Interstate 8), who 
will play at Ottawa on Fri-
day, Oct. 18.

Sophomore Brody Bruns 
finished with seven tackles, 
including two tackles for 
loss, while freshman Sebas-
tian Albertson collected two 
sacks to lead the defense. 
Freshman Elijah Schweitzer 
added five tackles and one 
tackle for loss in the win 
over the Cavaliers.

Rochelle led 16-0 after 
a 5-yard touchdown run 
from freshman Andrew 
Eyster and a 6-yard touch-
down run from sophomore 
Tyler Gensler. Later in the 
game, Rochelle scored on 
a trick play, with sopho-
more Keegan Cathina tak-
ing a pitch and firing a 
pass to sophomore Warren 
Schweitzer for a 60-yard 
touchdown.

The Hubs sealed their 
win with a 1-yard touch-
down run from sophomore 
Angel Argueta and a 55-
yard touchdown run from 
freshman Luke Chadwick.

HUBS: Varsity and F/S teams earn 
wins over LaSalle-Peru on Friday

Sophomore Keegan Cathina takes on two defenders during the Rochelle Hub 
fresh-soph football game against LaSalle-Peru on Friday. Rochelle won 36-12.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

St. Paul Lutheran School

Farraj, Rowley lead Crusader runners during 
Immanuel Lutheran Dundee Invitational

The St. Paul Lutheran School cross country team had two runners place during 
the Immanuel Lutheran Dundee Invitational.  Both boys recorded personal bests 
on a wet hilly course in East Dundee. Esam Farraj finished second with a time of 

11:54 and Reed Rowley clocked in with a time of 12:57. (Courtesy photo)

RTHS Cross Country

Harriers race at Rock River Run
Johnson, Koziol lead Rochelle on Saturday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School varsity cross coun-
try team traveled west for 
the annual Rock River Run 
at Hoover Park in Sterling 
on Saturday, Sept. 28. 
The Hubs finished 17th 
out of 18 schools, while 
the Lady Hubs took 16th 
out of 19 schools in the 

5,000-meter race. Rochelle 
will return to action at the 
Genoa-Kington Matt Wal-
ter Invitational on Tuesday 
evening.

Freshman Tyler Johnson 
led the Hubs in the varsity 
race, finishing 23rd out of 
197 runners with a time of 
17:05.10. Junior Declan 
McGee took 68th with a 
time of 18:02.40, while 
juniors Levi Waddle, Elijah 
Mayen and Johnny Mo-

rales clocked in at 20:51.80, 
21:04.60 and 21:08.40.

Junior Annaliese Koziol 
led the Lady Hubs on 
Saturday, finishing 22nd 
out of 164 runners with a 
time of 21:02.20. Sopho-
more Vivian Worthington 
placed 93rd with a time 
of 24:53.80, while juniors 
Rose Luxton and Mary 
Chadwick took 94th and 
103rd in 24:58.00 and 
25:19.40.

RTHS Boys Soccer

Hubs concede shutout at Belvidere
Hueramo nets five saves as Rochelle falls 3-0

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BELVIDERE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity soc-
cer team faced Belvidere 
in a nonconference road 
match on Saturday morning. 
Rochelle conceded a goal in 

the first half and was unable 
to rally from the deficit, 
allowing two second-half 
goals in a 3-0 loss to the 
Bucs. Junior goalkeeper 
Antonio Hueramo finished 
with five saves for the Hubs 
(8-8-1, 3-2 Interstate 8) on 
Saturday.

Belvidere took a 1-0 
lead after scoring the first 
goal of the match during 
the 22nd minute. Leading 
1-0 entering the second 
half, Belvidere extended its 
advantage with unanswered 
goals during the 57th and 
79th minutes. 

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-561-2153. Give us a call at 815-561-2153. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#
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-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service 815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on 
our Service Directory.

24/7  
Emergency Service
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501 S. Steward Rd. #100 
Rochelle, IL 61068  

815-561-2360

1001 S. Main Street
815.562.4141

Rochelle, IL 61068
rochellefoodsjobs.com

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-9800
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home

815.562.6872
815.453.2441

beveragefamilyfh.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Grant Cooper CPA
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083
115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St., Rochelle • 601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815.562.6872 | 815.453.2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 • ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
815.561.8500
1201 Meriden St., Mendota
815.539.3739

Rochelle Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Chad M. Piller 
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

 

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

 
Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland
815.758.8998 
theisenroofing.com

O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc.
104 Maple Court
815.562.8254
ororkeconstruction.com

Queen’s Trucking & Construction Inc.
322 Errett Rd.
815.562.6064
queens-trucking.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com 
rochellefoodsjobs.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171

rochellenews-leader.com | newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588
remax.com

Hayden Real Estate
225 IL Route 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates@gmail.com
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.
815.257.1217
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815.761.6074
pfeifferfarms.com

B&W Appliance
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253
bwrochelle.com

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION
St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave.
815-562.6323 
stpaulrochelleil.org

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideas.com

TIRES
Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

Community Unity

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & SEWING
Stitchery 815
Jen Gottschalk
815.601.0641
facebook.com/stitchery815
Instagram.com/stitchery.815

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404
lssi.org

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2156
fnclaw.com

Crow Law, LLC
2601 Reid Farm, Rockford
815.255.4529 (4LAW)
adriancrowlaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Chem-Dry Kishwaukee Superior Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Rd.
815.762.7555 
Chemdry.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040 
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

 
 
 

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge & Slots
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212 

Aldo’s Pizzeria, Italian Restaurant and  
The Red Brick Pub
418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr.
815.561.0001 
Dog-Hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave.
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza  
361 IL Route 38
815.561.6861  |  brownstaxoffice.com

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

322 Errett Road
queens-trucking.com

By Supporting These             Businesses

By Supporting These             Businesses
By Supporting These             Businesses

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650

www.chsinc.com
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ON THE FARM

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

BY RHIANNON BRANCH 
FARMWEEK

Local elevators 
across the state 
are working hard 

to free up as much bin 
space as possible before 
combines start rolling.

With a large amount 
of last year’s grain still 
in the bin and high yield 
expectations for the 2024 
corn and soybean crops, 
industry representatives 
are questioning the avail-
ability of grain storage 
capacity heading into fall 
harvest.

A recent nationwide 
survey by Allendale Inc. 
suggested only 20% of 
new-crop sales have been 
marketed, and with USDA 
predicting record yields in 
Illinois and surrounding 
states there could be a lot 
left waiting in the wings.

“You’re going to have a 
fair amount of corn in stor-
age still going into harvest 
in a lot of areas of the Corn 
Belt, so storage is going to 
be a tight situation,” Matt 
Bennett with  AgMarket.
net  told FarmWeek. “If 
Illinois truly sees a 225 
bushel per acre corn yield, 
I expect to see a lot of corn 
piles this fall.”

In some cases, eleva-
tors may not want to take 
grain unless it is getting 
sold and that creates some 
implications that growers 
will need to consider, he 

said.
“Later in the window 

for harvest a person could 
run into some interesting 
challenges as far as wide 
basis levels or simply 
having a place nearby that 
they can deliver,” Bennett 
said.

Stephen Nicholson, 
grain and oilseed strategist 
with Rabo AgriFinance, 
said he is optimistic that 
there is enough room for 
record U.S. crops, but 
some will be on the ground 
before it is all said and 
done.

“I think you could have 
some local situations 
where you may have to 
truck it a little bit longer 
distance from home than 
you would want to,” he 
said. “Or you may have 
to put those old bins you 
don’t normally use into 
service until they get un-
plugged at the local eleva-
tor, local port, or in your 
own storage at home.”

Local elevators have in-
dicated they are preparing 
the best they can to handle 
a potentially record crop.

Scott Sims, western re-
gion manager with West-
ern Grain Marketing in 
McDonough County, told 
the RFD Radio Network 
there is still a lot of old 
crop being moved around. 
August marked the end of 
the fiscal year, and West-
ern Grain Marketing had 
a record fourth quarter for 

Storage capacity concerns raised over big crop estimates

grain movement.
“We dumped 9.5 mil-

lion bushels in those three 
months. It was almost like 
a harvest,” he said. “We 
have been working to get 
trains in and get inventory 
down.”

He noted some delays 
in the rail system to and 
from Mexico due to high 
demand.

“Last I knew there were 
close to 30 trains sitting on 
the other side of the border 

waiting to get back across 
and about 20 trains loaded 
on this side waiting to go 
over.”

But he said they are still 
able to move grain by rail 
domestically.

Mark Heil, manager 
at Prairie Central Co-op 
based in McLean County, 
said the co-op plans to ship 
a few more trains out at 
harvest time in anticipa-
tion of a corn crop similar 
to last year and a bigger 

soybean crop than 2023 
in the area.

He said the co-op also 
has some buildings they 
plan to use for overflow. 
“We really haven’t used 
those in recent years, but 
we will utilize that storage 
space this year if we need 
to,” he told FarmWeek. “I 
think there are a few more 
alternatives at play here.”

Heil noted that the 
wide planting window last 
spring will likely translate 

to a longer harvest season, 
which creates more time 
to work out logistics and 
free up more space.

“We’ll just have to see 
how it all shakes out as we 
get started,” he said.

This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

Local elevators are working hard to free up bin space as crop surveys predict high yields for the 2024 corn and 
soybean crops. 

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)

BY TAMMIE SLOUP 
FARMWEEK

WHILE addi-
tional tools 
in the energy 

production toolbox are 
welcome, unfunded man-
dates, premature deploy-

ment of new technology 
and increased regulatory 
burdens are raising costs for 
everyone.

Linda Pryor, a North 
Carolina farmer on behalf 
of American Farm Bureau 
Federation, relayed this 
message during a Sept. 11 

hearing hosted by the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Energy, 
Climate, and Grid Security 
titled “From Gas to Grocer-
ies: Americans Pay the Price 
of the Biden-Harris Energy 
Agenda.”

Pryor noted her farm 

Rising production costs ripple across food chain
business, which includes 
raising corn and cattle as 
well as an apple farm, has 
become much more difficult 
to operate as input costs 
have risen in recent years, 
and USDA is forecasting 
the second consecutive year 
of negative growth for the 
farmers.

“The cost to run my 
family’s farm has surged 
over the last few years,” 
she said, adding fuel costs 
increased from $57,000 in 
2021 to $83,600 in 2023. 
“This disparity threatens 
the economic sustainability 
of American farms. I do not 
know any farmers who have 
gone out of business due to 
lack of hard work. They go 
out of business due to lack of 
cash flow. Farmers are price-
takers, not price-makers, 
and I am no exception. I 
cannot determine what my 
crops are worth and charge 
accordingly.”

Farming is diverse across 
the nation and there is no 
one-size-fits-all answer, 
Pryor said, adding solutions 
need to be equally diverse 
and flexible.

“Electric vehicles and 
equipment may offer envi-
ronmental benefits, but their 
adoption should only hap-

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON OF FARMWEEK)

pen when it makes economic 
sense for the end user,” she 
said. “Farmers and ranchers 
have many concerns about 
an electric vehicle mandate 
including delays for per-
ishable crops and animals, 
limited access to charging 
points and the durability of 
batteries in harsh farming 
conditions.”

Addressing trade imbal-
ances by supporting domes-
tic production and process-
ing could help American 
farmers compete with less 
expensive, but energy-in-
tensive, imports, she noted. 
Policies are needed that 
incentivize the consumption 
of domestically grown and 
processed products.

“Rising costs of en-
ergy and other inputs ripple 
through the entire food 
chain, from the farm fields 
to the grocery store shelves,” 
she said.

A U.S. Labor Department 
report released Sept. 11 
showed inflation fell to its 
lowest level in three years 
in August. Consumer prices 
in August were up 2.5% 
from a year ago, which is 
the smallest annual increase 
since February 2021.

While housing costs have 
been the biggest driver of 
inflation in the last year, ris-
ing 5.2%, gasoline prices fell 
more than 10%. And after 
climbing sharply in 2022 
and 2023, grocery prices 
have mostly leveled off, 
increasing less than 1% in 
the last year and remaining 
the same between July and 
August.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more food 
and farming news, visit-
FarmWeekNow.com.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Septem-
ber 12, 2024, a certif-
icate was filed in the 
Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office setting forth the 
names and post office 
address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
AAL Towing
1020 S 7th St
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated September 12, 
2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0917
(Sept. 18, 28 and Oct. 
2, 2024)

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

MEETING
BFI Waste Systems of 
North America, LLC – 
Davis Junction Landfill, 
will hold a public meet-
ing on Monday Novem-
ber 4, 2024, to discuss 
a modification to the fa-
cility’s RCRA Post-Clo-
sure Permit, which was 
submitted to the Illinois 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA) on 
September 27, 2024. 
The purpose of the 
meeting will be to dis-
cuss the Company’s 
permit modification 
application, which re-
quests modifications 
to extend the facility’s 
post-closure period by 
10 years. 

PUBLIC MEETING
The Davis Junction 
Landfill is required to 
conduct an informa-
tional public meeting to 
present the information 
on the requested per-
mit modification and 
to answer questions 
regarding the modifica-
tion.  The meeting will 
be held from 10:30 am 
to 12:30 pm on Monday 
November 4, 2024, in 
the meeting room of the 
Rochelle Public Library, 
619 4th Avenue, Ro-
chelle, Illinois, 61068. 
In accordance with ap-
plicable Federal and 
State regulations, this 
notice is to provide in-
formation to interested 
parties regarding this 
permit modification re-
quest.  The publishing 
of this notice begins 
the 60-day comment 
period, which extends 
through December 1, 
2024. 
The permittee’s compli-
ance history during the 
life of the permit being 
modified is available 
from the Agency con-
tact person identified 
below.  Please send 
comments on this per-
mit modification request 
to Ms. Sarah Brubaker 
at the address below.  
Additional information 
regarding this permit 
modification request 
may be obtained by 
contacting the following 
individuals representing 
the IEPA and the Davis 
Junction Landfill.
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency Sar-
ah Brubaker  
Community Relations 
Coordinator  Office of 
Community Relations 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois  
62794-9276 Sarah.Bru-
baker@Illinois.gov 
(217)786-0790
BFI Waste Systems of 
North America, LLC – 
Davis Junction Landfill 
Jim Hitzeroth 
Environmental Manag-
er 
26W580 Schick Rd. 
Hanover Park, IL 
60133-6762
Copies of the permit 
modification request 
may be reviewed during 
business hours at the 
Julia Hull District Li-
brary at 100 Library 
Ln., Stillman Valley, IL 
61084 and at the Of-
fice of County board 
Chairman, Ogle County 
Courthouse, 105 S. 5th 
Street, Suite 321, Ore-
gon, IL 61061.
No. 1001
(October 2, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
FOR NAME CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILDREN)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
CASE NUMBER

2024 MR 31
REQUEST OF:

MARIELA GODINA
TO CHANGE NAMES 

OF MINOR CHILDREN
Publication is not 
necessary if both 
parents, confiirmed on 
birth certificate, agree 
to the name change or 
have been given notice. 
There will be a court 
date on a Request for 
Name Change (Minor 
Children) for these 
children:
Alejandro Victor 
Alvarado to the new 
name of Alejandro 
Victor Godina.
Court date will be 
November 6, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. at 106 S. 
5th St., Oregon, Ogle 
County, Courtroom 304.
Mariela Godina.
No. 1002
(Oct. 2, 9 and 16, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 

pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

Antique Mission Oak 
Clock. Call 815-558-
7001. (RNL10022024)

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 
815-993-2234

FREE 
Kittens of all colors 
and ages looking 
for good & loving 
homes.
Call 815.538.2630

09232024MS

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

Crafters Delite Garage Sale!
103 Ave. H, Rochelle

Thursday, Oct. 3 & Friday, Oct. 4 9am-4pm
Fabric lots of material/fleece, crafting 
supplies, painted milk can and saw, 
Vintage CBs and mics, Dishes and 

household items, tons of misc. items
Great Prices!

We Love to Bargain!
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S
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7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Metzger, Dyer lead Hubs 
at Sterling Invitational

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Windy conditions made 
scoring difficult on Saturday, when the Ro-
chelle Hub varsity golf team traveled for the 
Sterling Invitational at Emerald Hill. The 
tournament was a litmus test for the Hubs, 
who will return to the same course for the 
IHSA 2A Sterling Regional.

Junior Ian Metzger finished fifth over-
all, shooting an 18-hole round of 77 that 
featured three birdies over the back nine 
holes. Sophomore Alex Dyer carded an 84 
to take 18th place for the Hubs, who landed 
in ninth out of 12 schools with a final total 
of 363. Rochelle (11-3, 4-1 Interstate 8) 
earned valuable experience on Saturday 
afternoon, as Emerald Hill will serve as 
the host course for the IHSA 2A Sterling 
Regional, which tees off this Wednesday 
morning.

“We were certainly glad to be there be-
cause it gave us an idea of how Wednesday’s 
going to be,” head coach Glen Mehrings 
said. “We needed some exposure to their 
greens… It was a tough day scoring wise 
and it was the first time that our younger 
guys had played there. I told the guys that 

the scores didn’t matter too much. We just 
needed to take a mental inventory of where 
to be on our approach shots and where not 
to be because the greens are pretty severe.”

Sophomore Johnny Chadwick finished 
with a 96 and sophomore Owen Carmichael 
recorded a 106 to round out the top four 
scorers for the Hubs on Saturday. Also 
playing were sophomore Connor Lewis and 
senior Chris Hickey, who carded scores of 
111 and 114. Rochelle will tee off at 9 a.m. 
at the regional, where the top three teams 
as well as the top 10 at-large individuals 
will advance to the IHSA 2A Kaneland 
Sectional at Hughes Creek Golf Course on 
Monday, Oct. 7.

“We had some big numbers on Saturday 
and we have to focus on damage control,” 
Mehrings said. “The course is only play-
ing about 6,000 yards, so we need to make 
sure we’re in the fairway as opposed to the 
tree line where we’re blocked off on our 
approaches. It’s a similar course to Rochelle 
in that we have to keep our tee ball in play 
in order to have a good approach shot to the 
green… We have to find bogeys and limit 
our three-putts and our penalty shots. There 
are some tight spots where we lost some 
scores and we can’t do that on Wednesday.”

Junior Ian Metzger (left) finished fifth with a 77 and sophomore Alex Dyer (right) took 
18th with an 84 to lead the Rochelle Hub varsity golf team at the Sterling Invitational.

(COURTESY PHOTO)


