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MHS Homecoming 2024

Mendota High School had its 2024 Homecoming assembly on Sept. 23 where the King, Queen and Court were 
announced. Left to right, are sophomore Cesar Casas, sophomore Sophia Orozco, senior David Casas, senior 
Makenzie Bean, senior Mauricio Martinez-Morales, senior Crystal Garcia, King Angel Serrano, Queen Ella Mar-
tin, Mini King Adan Carbjal, Mini Queen AJ Sester, senior Ella Coss, senior Braiden Freeman, junior Sebastian 
Carlos, junior Addy Allensworth, freshman Zariah Escatel and freshman Wendell Dennis. The Homecoming 
Parade is at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, the football game kickoff is Friday at 7 p.m. and the Homecoming Dance 
is Saturday, Sept. 28 from 7-10 p.m. (Photo contributed)

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Sec-
retary of State Alexi Giannoulias 
announced a change in DMV facility 
operating hours across the state to 
align with higher customer demand 
in the morning. 

As of Sept. 23, Illinois DMV 
locations will be open to customers 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 
a.m.-5 p.m., a half an hour earlier than 
the previous hours of 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
This includes sites in Mendota, Dixon, 
LaSalle, Ottawa and Princeton.

Facilities that offer services on 

Saturday will also change hours from 
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m.-Noon 
on Saturdays.

“Since Day One, our priority has 
been to provide the best possible DMV 
experience and service to our custom-
ers,” Giannoulias said. “We listened 
to feedback and analyzed the data to 
determine when our customers need 
us most. As a result, we’re adjusting 
our hours to align our operations 
with their busy schedules so they can 
conveniently access services without 
disrupting their routine.”

A data-driven analysis revealed 
customer demand is generally 
higher in the morning than in the 
early evening. By opening facilities 
earlier, the office aims to enhance 
service accessibility while reducing 
wait times.

The new facility hours are imple-
mented at most, but not all, Illinois 
DMV facilities. To check facility 
hours, make an appointment or 
apply for online services, custom-
ers are encouraged to visit  www.
ilsos.gov.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – It’s almost 
election time in the United 
States.

But to vote for the presi-
dent of the country or any of 
the other voteable positions 
in our federal, state, or local 
government, you have to be 
registered.

For LaSalle County res-
idents, there is now another 
place to get registered, the 
Graves-Hume Public Library 
in Mendota as staff members 
Holly Christman and Jen 
Bresley are now certified 
registrars.

“It’s pretty cool to be a 
registrar. We actually re-
ceived a phone call asking 
if we registered people to 
vote,” said Christman, who 
has been with the library 
for 12 years. “I approached 
Emily (Kofoid, the library’s 
director) and she said we used 
to have two people who were 
registrars, but they’re no lon-
ger at the library. I told her 
I’d be interested in doing it. 

“Emily called to figure 
out what we had to do. I 
normally workdays and Jen 
works nights, so that way 
we have one on each shift 
to help register people. We 
had to go through a booklet 
and be educated on what 
registrars do.”

The Graves-Hume reg-
istrar service is for LaSalle 
County residents and can 
only be done at the library. 
Those wishing to register to 
vote at the library do not have 
to be library members.

Although Bresley and 
Christman recently became 
certified, they will have to 
recertify after Nov. 30 as 
all Illinois registrars are on 
the same two-year certified 
timeline.

“I am super excited, es-

Holly Christman, left, and Jen Bresley recently became 
LaSalle County registrars for the Graves-Hume Public 
Library. All county residents can come to the Mendota li-
brary to register. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Graves-Hume registrars are
excited to register you to vote

pecially for someone who is 
younger and is trying to get 
younger people to register 
to vote and to vote,” Bres-
ley said. “I am happy and 
honored to do that for our 
community.”

To be eligible to register 
to vote, a LaSalle County 
resident, similar to all United 
States citizens, has to be at 
least 18 years old to vote or 
will become 18 on or before 
the date of the next election. 
Also, if the citizen has been a 
resident or will have been a 
resident of his or her precinct 
for 30 days before the date 
of the next election.

The person must bring 
two forms of identification 
with verification of name 
and address.

There are no registrations 
27 days preceding any elec-
tion, including the upcoming 
election on Nov. 5.

For information regarding 
voting in LaSalle County, all 
information can be found at 
lasallecountyil.gov, under 
departments and elections/
voting. 

Kofoid is proud of Bres-
ley and Christman for step-
ping up and giving LaSalle 
County residents a place to 
go to register to vote.

“This is another service 
that we can do for the com-
munity,” Kofoid said. “It 
goes in line with us being a 
community center.”

“This is another 
service that we 
can do for the 
community. It 
goes in line with 
us being a com-
munity center.”

–Emily Kofoid,
library director

Area DMV facilities increase operating hours

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – When we 
graduate from high school, 
we never truly know what’s 
going to happen next or later 
in life.

Patrick Doughty put on 
Mendota High School cap 
and gown in 2009 and then 
left for University of Wis-
consin-Platteville knowing 
he wanted to get a degree in 
construction management 
and create buildings, struc-
tures, staples of cities and 
communities.

Somewhere in the mix, he 
decided he wanted to be part 
of air sports and parachute 
sports.

“To those of us in air 
sports, it’s not really a thrill 
that we’re seeking. I don’t 
really get a huge adrenaline 
boost. I’m not scared or 
shaking on exit,” Doughty 
said. “When I climb out on 
a helicopter, I’m not nervous. 
It’s more so putting skill to 
the test. I like to do unordi-
nary stuff. The ordinary stuff 
doesn’t do it for me. It just so 
happened I got into sky sports 

Patrick Doughty, right, has come a long way when it 
comes to his progression in air sports and parachute 
sports since graduating from Mendota High School in 
2009. In preparation to jumping over Eiger Mountain 
in Switzerland, Doughty took a photo for the memories. 
(Photo contributed)

Jumping all over the world
q Mendota native Patrick Doughty has close to 1,000 air sport experiences

and parachute sports. It’s a 
niche hobby people think is 
super dangerous. From there 
I had goals to progress, and 
I still do.

“My jump numbers and 
my experience, I consider 
to be extremely novice. I’ve 
been sky diving for nine or 
10 years with periods of time 
where I wasn’t jumping at 
all. Having close to 600 sky 
dives and 200 base jumps, 
those are childish numbers 
compared to the people I 
surround myself with, who 
are in the thousands. The guy 
who taught me how to base 
jump had over 8,000 base 
jumps when he taught me 2 
½ years ago.”

Although almost 1,000 
jumps doesn’t seem like 
much to Doughty, he has 
enough experience to be able 
to break down all of the air 
sports disciplines and the 
differences between them. 

Doughty, who has lived in 
or spent considerable time in 
New Zealand, South Africa, 
Australia, India, and South 
America, first started with 
sky diving, otherwise known 

as belly diving or relative 
works, which is where all 
jumpers begin.

He has progressed to 
base jumping and wearing 
winged suits.

“Now, it’s all wingsuit for 
me. It’s really a progression 
to get to that point. You have 
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The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

TOM MERWIN 
“GOLD STAR” 
EMPLOYEE AWARD

Remember when getting a  “Gold Star”  
meant you’d done a “Great Job”?  

IT STILL DOES!
We’re looking for that “Gold Star” 

Employee! Someone who makes you 
glad to do business in Mendota!

The MENDOTA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE MENDOTA 
REPORTER in a joint project, are seeking nominations from the 

customers of the retail, service and professional businesses in the 
community for that outstanding employee in Mendota!

This is your opportunity to recognize that kind, courteous, 
competent and efficient employee who cashes your check, fills 

your order, answers the phone, brings your food or processes your 
paperwork every day.

Nominations must come from the general public - The Customer - for 
this “Gold Star Employee.”

The winner will be determined by the board of directors of the 
Mendota Area Chamber from those nominations received, and their 

decision will be final. Winner will be announced at the Mendota 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner on Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. 

For questions, email Sam Setchell at  
president@mendotachamber.com.

(Store owners are not eligible.)

Past Winners of the 
Tom Merwin Gold Star 

Employee Award 
1992 - Cheryl Thorne 

1993 - Hester Full 1994 - 

Joyce McDonald 1995 - 

Barb Christopher 1996 - 

Jack Arkins 1997 - Johnny 

Arteaga 1998 - Bob 

Francis 1999 - Sheila 

Bettner 2000 - Nellie 

Needs 2001 - Bob Barnett 

2002 - Donna Johnson 

2003 - James “Stymie” 

Schmidt

2004 - Sherry Kuntzi  

2005 - Steve Dinges 

2006 - Jackie Emm

2007 - Ann Buchanan 

2008 - Dave Fitzgerald 

2009 - Rayanne Sester

2010 - Linda Basil 

2011 - Carolyn Motter 

2012 - Charlotte Delhotal 

2013 - Lori Simonton & 

Sarah Dalton

2014 - Cheryl Barr 

2015 - Rita Borelli & 

Wendy Letterly 

 2016 - Lynn Carbone 

2017 -  Ashley Brooks 

2018 - Colleen Myers 

2019 - Sidney Engels 

2020 - Nancy Bogle 

2021 - Jamie 

Bromenschenkel

2022 - Jennifer Sibley

2023 - Gerri Herren

I Think (Name) ___________________________________________________________

at (Business) _____________________________________________________________

Deserves a “Gold Star” because ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(my name) ______________________________________________________________
(my phone #) ____________________________________________________________

(we may call for additional information)
Nomination forms must be returned to the Mendota Area Chamber Office,  Box 620, Mendota, IL by Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. You 
may also drop them in the water bill slot on Illinois Ave., or bring them into the office during the hours from 8:30 am to 4:30 

pm Monday through Friday. Past Gold Star Award Winners may be nominated, but are ineligible to win again.

09092024

We held our first Paw 
Pride reward assembly this 
past week. The students 
have been working hard 
to earn “golden tickets” 
for good behavior since 
school started. At our as-
sembly, we drew golden 
tickets for students to be 
able to play in a game and 
then also to win prizes.  
The students were able to 
win some fantastic prizes. 
We will hold a Paw Pride 
assembly each month to 
reward our students for 
great behavior.

qqq
“Kindness Begins 

With Me” is our motto at 
Blackstone. Our students 
are taught about the im-
portance of being kind 
to others. Students have 
the opportunity to earn 
kindness recognition on 
a daily basis at school. 
Each month we will pick 
a special project to show 
kindness to others in our 
community. For the month 
of September, we had our 
students make cards for 
their grandparents or a 
special person in their life 
in honor of Grandparent’s 
Day.

qqq
The students nominat-

ed for the principal award 
this past week included 
Asher Compton, Camden 
Weber, Rubi Baltazar, Ar-
mando Villarreal, Marga-
ret Bend, Arianna Arteaga, 
Robert Havenar and Nova 
Dozard. The winners were 
Teague Zinke, Dian Zen-
deli, Analeisa Arteaga and 
Asher Yarbrough.  Con-
gratulations to all of you!

qqq
Our first spirit day of 

the year will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 27. It will 
be Purple & Gold Day in 
celebration of Mendota 
High School’s homecom-
ing. We are also excited to 
have a pep assembly that 
day with some of the MHS 
students. Don’t forget it is 
an early dismissal day due 
to the parade. Kindergar-
ten will dismiss at 2:20 and 
first grade at 2:30.

qqq
Mark your calendars! 

Blackstone’s open house 
will be held on Monday, 
Sept. 30 from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. More detailed in-
formation has gone home 
with all students. In addi-
tion to Open House, we 
will have a book fair in the 
gym that will be open until 
7 p.m. that night.

MENDOTA – The American Red Cross held a blood 
drive on Sept. 17 at the Mendota Moose Family Center.

There were 65 good units collected. There were 49 
whole blood donations and 16 power red donations. 
Multi-gallon donors were Julie Friend-three gallons, 
Susan Spanier-23 gallons and Thomas Schuhler-28 
gallons. There were also three first-time donors, Hanna 
Miller, Amber Miller and Holly Beals. Congratula-
tions on these milestones.

Volunteers for the day were Paddy Schwemlein, 
Sandy Schroeder, Lori Schlesinger, Dawn Mathesius, 
Kathi Stamberger, Leesa Fitch and Lori Simonton. 
Mendota Subway donated sandwiches for the luncheon 
and Black Brothers Co. sponsored the egg salad sand-
wiches, BBQ, and chips for the drive. Desserts were 
provided by Marlene Simonton, Paddy Schwemlein, 
Leann O’Brien, and Lori Simonton.

The next bloodmobile will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov.12 at the Mendota Moose Family Center. If you 
would like to make an appointment or have questions, 
please call Lori at 815-866-3582.

Results from the Sept. 17 
American Red Cross 

blood drive in Mendota

TOULON – Illinois State Police 
(ISP) Director Brendan F. Kelly, joined 
by Illinois Statewide 911 Administrator 
Cindy Barbera-Brelle, Stark County 
Sheriff Steve Sloan, and Peoria-Stark 
Joint Emergency Telephone System 
Board Chairman David Tuttle, recently 
announced every county in Illinois now 
has 911 service.

“This is a significant milestone for 
ISP’s Division of Statewide 911 and the 
whole state,” said ISP Director Brendan 
F. Kelly.  “The agreement between these 
two counties means residents will see 
quicker response times as telecommu-
nicators can get the appropriate first 
responders enroute sooner.”

Stark County entered into an agree-
ment with Peoria County to create a 
Joint Emergency Telephone System 
Board so that Stark County residents 
and those traveling through the area can 
quickly and efficiently receive emergen-
cy services. This marks the successful 
completion of a monumental mission 
assigned to the Illinois State Police by 
the General Assembly in 2015.

Before this partnership, Stark County 
residents had to call a specific, 10-digit 
number for emergency services, such as 
the sheriff’s office or fire department. 
People traveling through Stark County 
who didn’t know which number to 
call had to be routed through other 
911 systems, which meant more steps 
before police, fire, and EMS could be 

dispatched.
“With the intergovernmental agree-

ment between Stark and Peoria coun-
ties, each county in Illinois now has 
a comprehensive and coordinated 
911 system,” said ISP Illinois State-
wide 911 Administrator Cindy Bar-
bera-Brelle. “Illinois is continuing to 
migrate 911 systems to the State’s Next 
Generation 911 network, which will 
provide increased services and better 
responses in an emergency.”

In 2015, Public Act 99-0006 estab-
lished consolidation requirements for 
public safety answering points (dispatch 
centers) and mandated the delivery of 
enhanced 911 to unserved counties. 
Since 2016, the Illinois Statewide 911 
Administrator, with the advice and 
recommendation of the Statewide 911 
Advisory Board, has awarded approx-
imately $47.5 million in grants to 911 
systems across the state from the 911 
Consolidation Award Grant Program to 
ensure enhanced 911 service throughout 
Illinois.

“Stark County has finally reached 
the 21st  Century with our 911,” said 
Stark County Sheriff Steven Sloan. “We 
will have faster response time to get to 
a call and we will know where they are 
calling from. Peoria County has been 
fantastic to work with, as they have 
so much knowledge on 911. I believe 
Stark County residents will be thrilled 
with the 911.”

“The partnership between Peoria 
and Stark County has been great,” 
said Peoria-Stark Joint Emergency 
Telephone System Board Chairperson 
David Tuttle. “Peoria County is thrilled 
to bring the same level of 911 service to 
the citizens of Stark County.”

Public Act 99-0006 also requires 
the establishment of a statewide Next 
Generation 911 network to enhance 
the delivery of 911 service to residents 
living in and traveling through the 
state of Illinois. Next Generation 911 
is a system comprised of managed IP-
based networks, gateways, functional 
elements, and databases that provide 
new methods of communication. It is 
designed to provide multimedia data 
capabilities, such as text and video, 
to first responders so they have more 
information and a “virtual on-scene” 
look of the incident to determine what 
resources are needed before they arrive. 
The system is also capable of providing 
more accurate locations to cellular users’ 
incidents in situations where they may 
not know where they are or are unable 
to communicate effectively.

There are 179 public safety answer-
ing points (911 centers) in Illinois, 158 
of which have already switched over to 
Next Generation 911, and 21 are moving 
in that direction.

More information about the Divi-
sion of Statewide 911 can be found on 
the ISP website.

All 102 counties in Illinois now have 9-1-1 service

East Grove
Church to

host concert
on Oct. 13
A M B O Y –  T h e 

Assemblymen Gospel 
Quartet is ready to 
sing toward the heav-
ens at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 13 at East Grove 
Union Church, locat-
ed at 449 Reuter Road 
in Amboy.

The Assemblymen 
are a southern gospel 
men’s quartert from 
Rockford. 

A freewill offering 
will be received be-
fore and during the 
concert.

A l s o ,  a  d e s s e r t 
buffet will follow the 
concert. 

For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Pastor Rick at 815-
440-5321.

PERU – OSF HealthCare is excited to 
announce the availability of the Invenia 
ABUS 2.0 (Automated Breast Ultrasound 
System) at OSF HealthCare Saint Elizabeth 
Medical Center in Peru. This FDA-approved 
technology offers enhanced breast cancer 
screening, particularly for women with dense 
breast tissue, by complementing traditional 
mammography.

“We are thrilled to add the ABUS screen-
ing tool to our comprehensive breast cancer 
screening program,” said Tiffany Magallanes, 
I-80 Director of Diagnostic Imaging. “By in-
corporating ABUS alongside mammography 
for women with dense breast tissue, we expect 
to improve detection rates for small cancers 
that might not be visible on a mammogram 
alone. We believe ABUS will become a key 
component of our practice in the fight against 
breast cancer.”

Studies published in JAMA (Journal of the 
American Medical Association) highlight that 

dense breast tissue is a common risk factor 
for breast cancer and makes detection more 
challenging with mammography alone. Since 
both dense tissue and cancer appear white 
on a mammogram, distinguishing between 
them can be difficult. ABUS helps by making 
suspicious masses appear black against the 
white dense tissue.

In early 2019, a national density inform 
law was enacted, requiring the FDA to update 
mammography reports to inform women if 
they have dense breast tissue. Providers may 
offer supplemental imaging to help detect 
cancers hidden in dense tissue.

“Mammography remains the gold standard 
for breast cancer detection,” Magallanes 
noted. “However, it is not as effective for all 
women, especially those with dense breast 
tissue. Research shows that ABUS technolo-
gy, used in conjunction with mammography, 
can identify nearly 40% more cancers that 
mammography alone might miss.”

OSF Healthcare introduces advanced 
breast cancer screening technology
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P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
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E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

ROCK FALLS – Tri-County Opportunities Council, as the 
administrator of the Energy Assistance Program in Bureau, 
Carroll, LaSalle, Lee, Marshall, Ogle, Putnam, Stark, and 
Whiteside, is pleased to announce that funds are available 
to assist income-eligible households with their natural gas, 
propane and/or electric bills and furnace assistance for in-
operable heating systems. 

The program will begin taking applications on Oct. 1, 
2024, for older adults (60 years +), individuals with dis-
abilities, families with children under the age of six, and 
households that are disconnected from their utilities, have a 
disconnection notice, or have less than 25% in their propane 
tank.  All other income-eligible households can start applying 
November 1, 2024. 

Applications will be taken on a first-come, first-served 
basis through August 15, 2025, or until funding is exhausted. 
If needed, households that receive a one-time benefit may 
return during the program year for a Reconnection Assistance 
or Furnace Assistance benefit(s).  

Households must be at or below 200% of the federal 
poverty level to receive a benefit from LIHEAP.  The 30-
day income guidelines for LIHEAP are based on Federal 
Poverty Guidelines, State Median Income and the number 
of persons living in the household.   The income guidelines 
are as follows: 1- $2,510, 2- $3,407, 3- $4,303, 4- $5,200. Go 

to [Agency website] or liheapillinois.com to know income 
limits for households with 5 members and more.

The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) provides one-time benefits to income-eligible 
homeowners and renters to help with energy bills and for 
reconnection of energy services.  Propane customers who 
are part of the priority group are encouraged to apply when 
the program opens in October.  Propane prices typically 
increase during the winter months, so by applying early 
propane customers will see their LIHEAP benefit go further.

Applications will be taken at the following locations by 
appointment only at:

• 1019 North Main Princeton, Illinois.1-888-225-2099
• OSF medical center 111 Spring Street, Streator, Illinois. 

815-673-3222
• Salvation Army 516 West Madison Street Ottawa. 815-

434-0406
• 308 Civic Road LaSalle, Illinois 1-815-223-2333
• 735 North Galena Avenue Dixon, Illinois 1-815-994-4979
• 306 North 6th Street Rochelle, Illinois 1-815-562-6938
• Main office Rock Falls, Illinois. 1-800-323-5434
Other options are mail-ins, auto enroll (if applicable) and 

emergency walk-ins.
To submit an application, you MUST submit ALL docu-

mentation required:

• Proof of gross income from all household members for 
the prior 30-day period beginning with the date of application.

• For all customers new to LIHEAP and/or for new house-
hold members of previous customers, proof of Social Security 
numbers (SSN) or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number 
(ITIN) for all household members.  Individuals without a 
SSN or ITIN can still apply and Tri-County Opportunities 
Council will advise accordingly. 

• A copy of current heat and electric bills issued within 
the last 30 days.

• A copy of the rental agreement (if renting) showing 
that utilities are included, the monthly rental amount, and 
landlord contact. 

• Other documents may be needed based on your house-
hold situation.  If you have questions regarding this, please 
call our office. 

Please call Tri-County Opportunities Council at 800-323-
5434 or visit the website at www.tcochelps.org for outreach 
locations and schedules.

Beginning Oct. 1, 2024 income eligible LIHEAP cus-
tomers of Ameren Illinois, Nicor Gas, North Shore Gas and 
Peoples Gas will receive a monthly discount on their natural 
gas bill through the new Low Income Discount Rates.  Visit 
liheapillinois.com for more details.

Tri-County Opportunities Council announces start of Energy Assistant Program

MENDOTA – Graves-Hume Public Library is 
hosting an important program for young boys at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 7, Guy Talk with the Expert.

Visit the library as PA-C Brenna Reeder gives an 
introduction to guy things such as hygiene (showers, 
deodorant, shaving, acne) and information about puber-
ty, things to expect (hair growth, vocal changes, etch).

Thanks to Mendota’s Expressions Salon for spon-
soring Guy Talk with the Experts. Library programs 
are open to all and no library card is required. 

Please call 815-538-5142 to register.

Guy Talk With the Expert GRANVILLE – The Put-
nam County Public Library 
will host a film screening 
of the PBS documentary, 
“Flyways”, at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 3 at the Granville 
branch.

Shorebirds fly thousands 
of miles each year along 
ancient and largely un-
known migratory routes 
called flyways. Over 200 
species, such as Far Eastern 
Curlews, Lesser Yellowlegs, 

Red Knots and Hudsonian 
Godwits, travel from feed-
ing grounds in the southern 
hemisphere to breeding 
grounds in the Arctic and 
back again, flying up to nine 
days non-stop without food 
or water. 

However, their popula-
tions are crashing amidst 
climate change and urban 
development. The docu-
mentary invites the public 
to follow a conservation 

movement of bird-loving 
expert and citizen scientists 
as they mobilize to the chal-
lenge of understanding and 
saving shorebirds.  

This program is the first of 
four in a program series made 
possible through a grant op-
portunity from the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
(HHMI) and SciStarter that 
focuses on bird migration 
and citizen science. Infor-
mation on bird migration 

and citizen science will be 
available. 

The program is free and 
open to the public. Re-
freshments will be served. 
Please note that the Granville 
Branch will be closed during 
the program. Please arrive no 
later than 5:45 p.m. in order 
to guarantee admittance to 
the program. 

For more information, 
please call the Granville 
Library at 815-339-2038.  

Take flight with “Flyways” at Putnam County libraries

Digital Wallet payments now accepted at state DMVs
SPRINGFIELD – DMVs through-

out Illinois are now accepting con-
tactless payments as part of the Sec-
retary of State’s push to modernize 
technology and offer more convenient 
service for customers, Secretary 
Alexi Giannoulias announced.

“Allowing for digital wallet 
payments like Apple, Google and 
Samsung Pay reinforces our stead-
fast commitment to improving the 
customer experience at the DMV 
by leveraging new technology,” 
Giannoulias said. “Adopting digital 
wallets increases the accessibility and 

ease of purchase customers already 
enjoy at stores and restaurants they 
visit.”

Reports show that more than half 
of all Americans use contactless 
payment for everyday purchases 
from groceries to gas. The wide-
spread adoption is attributed to 
people wanting a contactless payment 
method during the pandemic and the 
increased security offered by the 
technology.

Near-field communication (NFC) 
is safer than using a traditional credit 
card with a magnetic strip or chip due 

to the use of end-to-end encryption 
to ensure maximum fraud protection.

“Illinois residents can rest assured 
that their payment and personal 
information is safe when they visit 
the DMV,” Giannoulias said. “The 
security surrounding the payment 
and the speed at which it is processed 
leaves no room for fraudsters to steal 
information.” 

Customers may now use their dig-
ital wallets to pay at all 150 Illinois 
DMV locations across Illinois as well 
as the Secretary of State’s Business 
Services and Index departments.
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Dolores H. Jones
MENDOTA – Dolores H. Jones, 

93, of Mendota, passed away peace-
fully on Sept. 19, 2024, at Allure in 
Mendota.

Mass of Christian Burial was at 11 
a.m. Monday, Sept. 23 at Holy Cross 
Catholic Church. Rev. Greg Nelson 
officiated, and burial followed at 
Holy Cross Cemetery. Visitation was 
at 10 a.m. until service began at the 
church. Wasmer Funeral Home is 
privileged to assist the family.

Dolores was a New Year baby, born Jan. 1, 1931, in 
Mendota to William and Ella (Walzer) Jones. She graduated 
Mendota High School in 1948.

Dolores is survived by many cousins.
She is preceded in death by her parents.
Growing up as an only child on the farm, Dolores helped 

with farm work at an early age, and continued to help with 
planting and harvest into her 80s. Dolores was the Head 
Teller at the National Bank of Mendota for 38 years until 
her retirement. In high school, she worked at the Anderson 
Bakery and Purity Ice Cream.

She was a member of Holy Cross Church.
Pallbearers were David Costello, Alissa Jones, Mark 

Jones, Ryan Jones, Tony Jones, Chuck Mann and Pat Myers.
Memorials may be directed to Mendota Area Senior Ser-

vices (M.A.S.S.), Holy Cross Church or School. Condolences 
may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Patricia A. Rich
MENDOTA – Patricia L. Rich, 

82, of Mendota, passed away un-
expectedly on Sept. 21 in Streator.

Visitation will be from 9-11 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 26 at Holy Cross 
Church, with Mass of Christian 
Burial at 11 a.m. Rev. Jeff Windy will 
officiate and burial will follow at Sts. 
Peter and Paul Cemetery, Leonore. 
Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged 
to assist the family.

Pat was born July 2, 1942, in 
Mendota, to James A. “Bud” and Mary (Parker) Boyle. She 
graduated Mendota High School in 1960. Pat married her 
first husband, Duane Bangert on March 3, 1962, in Mendo-
ta. He passed away in 1967. On Dec. 5, 1971, she married 
Duane Rich. 

She will be forever missed by her daughter, Mary Rich of 
Gillette, Wyo.; sons, Sam (Yvonne) Rich of Rutland, Tony 
(Sue) Rich of Ladd, Mike (Mary Lou) Rich of Streator; step-
daughter, Dee (Todd) Johns of Indiana; sister-in-law, Donna 
Rich of Guntersville, Ala.; 15 grandchildren, Melissa (Dallas) 
Bahr, Kelley (Jason) Millar, Tricia Rich, Alayna (Tony) Law-
son, Chrissy (Kevin ) Myer, Josh (Heather) Ragusa, Kristen 
(Elissa) McGlaughlin-Ragusa,  Sabrina (Jared) Mearida, 
Stephanie (Eric) Suryk, Ashley Holcomb, Michelle Fenwick, 
Anthony Rich Jr., Nick Rich, Megan (Caleb) Aschelman, 
Jessica Rich; and 19 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, first husband 
Duane Bangert, and brother “Red” Boyle.

Pat was a hairdresser and cosmetology teacher for 48 years. 
She taught at the Elgin School of Beauty and Dixon School 
of Cosmetology. Pat worked locally as a hairdresser for the 
Fashionette, The Salon on Monroe, and in her home. Pat also 
served with the Mendota Township Assessor’s office for 22 
years, serving as Assessor the last 12. Pat was an incredibly 
kind and caring person. She was always helping someone, a 
neighbor, co-worker, friend or stray animal. She had a sharp 
mind, a wicked cackle, and a wonderful sense of humor. Pat 
enjoyed spending time with her family and never missed a 
wedding or birthday.

Pallbearers will be grandsons and grandsons-in-law.
Memorials may be directed to Mendota Area Senior 

Services (MASS), or Illinois Valley Animal Rescue-IVAR. 
Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Keith A. Minder
MENDOTA – Keith A. Minder, 

60, of Mendota, passed away Sept. 
10, 2024, at OSF Saint Paul Medical 
Center. 

Memorial services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28 at First 
Presbyterian Church, Mendota. 
Rev. David Spaulding will officiate. 
Military rites will be conducted by 
Mendota VFW Post #4079. Cre-
mation rites have been accorded. 
Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged 
to assist the family. 

Keith was born Feb. 20, 1964, in Mendota, to William 
and Joy (Garten) Minder. He graduated from Mendota High 
School in 1982. He married the love of his life, Pok Lee, in 
South Korea.

Keith will be sadly missed by his wife, Pok of Mendota; 
three sons, Michael (Rachel) Minder of Springfield, William 
(Catie) Minder of Peru, and Cristen Minder of Mendota, and 
daughter Melissa Minder of Mendota.

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother Paul 
on Dec. 31, 2022.

Keith proudly served in the United States Army. He was 
a mechanic for Advanced Drainage Systems.

Memorials may be directed to Fisher House Foundation, 
Inc. P.O. Box 791598, Baltimore, Md., 21279 or online at 
fisherhouse.org. Condolences may be left at wasmerfuner-
alhome.com

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of 
death, time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUAR-
IES will be printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the 
arranging funeral home or prepaid with cash, check or 
credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices to 
editor@mendotareporter.com.

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community Col-
lege’s Continuing Edu-
cation Department will 
offer a bus trip to Horicon 
Marsh National Wildlife 
Refuge in Wisconsin on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2.

The 33,000-acre marsh 
is the largest freshwater 
cattail marsh in the Unit-
ed States, and more than 
300 species of birds can 
be found there during 
the year. Fall brings an 
impressive number of 
migrating ducks, sandhill 
cranes and Canada geese – 
even spotting a whooping 

crane is possible.
The tour will board a 

pontoon boat to explore 
the marsh, lunch at a local 
favorite restaurant, and 
enjoy a self-guided tour of 
The Explorium’s interac-
tive exhibits to see how the 
marsh has evolved from the 
Ice Age to the present.

And a day in Wisconsin 
would not be complete 
without a stop for cheese 
at a local shop.

For information or to 
register, call (815) 224-
0427 or visit ivcc.edu/
enroll. Class ID is 18142. 
Cost is $169.

IVCC plans bus trip to 
wildlife refuge in Wisconsin
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Earl J. Smith
MENDOTA – Earl John Smith, 

87, of Mendota, passed away on 
Sept. 22, 2024, just shy of his 88th 
birthday.

A visitation will be held from 10-
11 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, 
at the Horner-Merritt Funeral Home 
in Mendota. Graveside service with 
military honors will be held at the 
Wyoming Cemetery in Paw Paw 
after the visitation.

Earl was born on Oct. 19, 1936, in 
West Brooklyn, the son of Earl and Florence (Zinke) Smith, 
both of whom preceded him in death.

Earl is survived by one son, Christopher (Kimberly Brown) 
Smith of LaSalle; three daughters, Melissa (Bryan) Sanford 
of Earlville, Denise M. Hake or Paw Paw and Debbie (Chris 
Herman) Kaiser of Peru; eight grandchildren, Ashley (Eric) 
Pawlowski, Brandon Smith, Elizabeth Smith, Meagan (Brett) 
Woolard, Mitchell Hake, Kayla Kaiser, Cortney Kaiser, Car-
son Herman; six great-grandchildren, Camden, Brooks, 
Everly, Brody, Miles and Kennedy.

Visit www.horner-merritt.com for online guestbook.

MENDOTA – On the after-
noon of Aug. 11, 2024, Heaven 
gained another Angel.   Linda 
Isles (Green), 66, was a loving 
and devoted daughter, mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, aunt, and a friend to so 
many. She was a very loving, 
funny, and diverse woman 
that loved her family and her 
friends more than anything in 
the world. She was a giver, 
even if it meant the shirt off her back. A selfless woman 
that loved her children and friends. Linda was the life 
of the party, cracking jokes, and always living life to 
the fullest. She gave her beautiful heart to all that she 
could. Linda enjoyed bird watching and was an avid 
crafter. She was the glue of her family, even after the 
death of her mother Joan Dennison in 2021. She will 
be missed by so many.

A celebration of her life will be held from 3-6 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at the Mendota Moose Lodge. 
Food and beverage will be provided. A card box for 
donations will be available, cash or check, in the name 
of her daughter, Monica Caradine.

Immediately following her celebration of life, Linda 
will be laid to rest aside her mother, Joan Dennison and 
step-father Chester Dennison at Restland Cemetery 
in Mendota. Everyone who knew her is welcome to 
attend. Any changes to Linda’s final resting place that 
may occur, due to any unforeseen circumstances, will 
be provided at her celebration of life.

Celebration of life
set for Isles (Green)

See the latest obituaries
at mendotareporter.com
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MENDOTA – The Mendota High School Class of 
1975 will meet at 5 p.m. Monday, Sept. 30 at Kim Pohl’s 
house, 1200 Monroe St., Mendota, to discuss plans for 
its 50-year class reunion. The class reunion will be held 
Saturday, Aug. 9, 2025, during the annual Sweet Corn 
Festival weekend. All classmates are invited.

For class members unable to attend the meeting, 
feel free to share your ideas by texting or emailing Kim 
(Gehant) Pohl at 815-830-0007, kimberland@comcast.
net, or Cherie (Spilman) Chandler at 815-910-5900, 
chandler1975@yahoo.com, or on Facebook @Mendota 
High School Class of 1975.

Mendota native Patrick Doughty has a bachelor’s degree 
in construction management and makes a living by supply-
ing product to construction companies building projects. 
However, when he’s not helping build a structure, he’s 
wingsuit base jumping out of helicopters, airplanes, and off 
of mountains such as this one in Walenstadt, Switzerland.

to start belly flying,” Dough-
ty said. “As you progress and 
get more time in the sky, you 
get more comfortable with 
your body flight. Generally, 
people jump into free flying, 
which is when people utilize 
the iFLY wind tunnels in the 
Chicago area.

“I’ve done some free 
flying, tracksuit flying, and 
movement flying. For the 
last 350 jumps, it’s been 
all progression in wingsuit. 
You start in a small suit. It’s 
a weird feeling at first and 
there is potential instability 
and dangers that go with that. 
You start in a suit that has all 
small wings where the wings 
only go from your wrist to 
your hip, and your leg wing 
only goes halfway down 
your calf. 

“There are a lot of dif-
ferent ways to progress in 
the disciplines. My way of 
progressing suited me but 
may not be the same path 
for the next person. I would 
consider my progression 
conservative.” 

Doughty lives in Denver, 
Colo., and works for his 
company remotely. 

Although busy, he tries 
to find time for air sports to 
get enough reps in one suit 
to move to the next as they 
are intermediate, advanced, 
and expert.

He is currently in an ad-
vanced suit, which means the 
tail wing goes past his feet 
and acts like a rudder and 
control surfaces are larger 
than intermediate suits. 

“The suits become like 
weapons. They’re tools in 
your tool belt. You work up 
to getting comfortable in 
the advanced suit,” Dough-
ty said. “You choose suits 
based on what you’re trying 
to achieve. In base jumping 
there are different types of 
suits. They look like wing-
suits to everyone else, but 
they are technologically 
designed to give specific 
characteristics during flight 
or at the beginning of flight.

“Some suits start really 
fast meaning the start arc 
from when they jump off of 
a mountain to when they’re 
fully inflated and in flight, 
happens in a shorter vertical 
distance than other suits.”

Some may decide to stay 
on the ground after a few 
jumps.

Others may get bored.
For Doughty, there is 

MHS Class of 1975 to
discuss reunion plans

Jumping
Continued from Page A1

Patrick Doughty and his friends wingsuit base jump through Monte Brento, Italy. The 
Mendota High School Class of 2009 graduate has completed over 600 sky dives and 
over 200 base jumps, which he calls childish numbers compared to those he jumps 
with. (Photos contributed)

always something to look 
forward to, something else to 
work for in his desired sport.

“It’s just the advancement 
of skill. There are always 
people better. It’s the sort of 
longing to be better but there 
is a never-ending tunnel of 
desire to be better,” Doughty 
said. “Had I not picked up 
wingsuiting, I would have 
gotten bored with sky diving 
eventually. There is only so 
much you can do over and 
over again, and you’re pay-
ing for it every time. 

“For base jumping, it’s 
just you. There is no one to 
tell you, you can or can’t 
do something. You should 
have friends you surround 
yourself with in the sport who 
will speak up if something 
doesn’t seem right. But, 
otherwise, it’s just you, your 
equipment, and your skill. 
It’s a put up or shut up with 
every jump.

“The feeling of accom-
plishment after overcoming 
an initial fear, stomping an 
exit, or having a flight really 
dialed in is hard to describe. 
It’s what keeps me coming 
back, always chasing the 
progression.”

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College will work 
with Illinois Valley PADS’ resale store to supply clothing for 
students in need.

The College Board of Trustees on Sept. 12 acknowledged an 
agreement between IVCC and the homeless shelter retail store, 
Lily Pads, to arrange for clothing. The College will provide 
vouchers for clothing for individuals in need as a way to sup-
port students for interviews or other situations. The agreement 
expands the College’s efforts to holistically support students’ 
basic needs, such as food, clothing or services. The campus 
already is home to a full-service food bank, which provides 
food for students and their families.

“This partnership is another way that IVCC is committed 
to providing support for our students that extends beyond the 
classroom. By supporting students’ needs outside of the class-
room, our students have a stronger likelihood for success in the 
classroom,” said President Dr. Tracy Morris.

In her monthly report, Dr. Morris noted:
• The first Dental Hygiene class began its journey to gradu-

ation and the program has been granted initial accreditation, a 
status for developing education programs.

• A youth Career Expo event will return next spring.
• The Adult Education program is exceeding enrollment goals 

and performing strongly in instructional effectiveness and student 
progress, and the referenced report also commends the College’s 
student support services and workforce training process.

• IVCC will host a noted neurodiversity expert, Maureen 
Dunne, whose presentation is sponsored by IVCC’s One Book 
One College community reading program and the Donald E. 
Fike Family Scholarship Fund.

In other action, the Board:
• Learned that Johns Sales and Service of Oglesby has been 

contracted to fix a leaking C Building boiler at a cost of $126,400.
• Purchased zSpace simulator workstations for the industrial/

electrical/ manufacturing programs from Advanced Technologies 
Consultants, Plymouth, Mich., at an estimated cost of $59,700.

• Approved an annual $10,000 match for the TRIO program, 
also known as Project Success, so the program can continue to 
offset costs of tuition, books, supplies and other expenses for 
qualified students.

• Contracted with Marco Technologies of St. Cloud, Minn., 
for copier rentals at an estimated annual cost of $31,000 over 
a 60-month contract.

• Retained Bushue HR Inc for human resources, risk man-
agement and insurance consulting services in the amount of 
$45,900 over three years.

• Learned of the appointments of Daniel Elias, instructional 
technology systems coordinator; Evan Walton, IT infrastructure 
operations engineer, and Jennifer Etscheid, research analyst.

• Learned of the resignations of Kevin Lynch, welding lab 
assistant and part time instructor, Nancy Rimmele, part-time adult 
education instructional aide, and Ida Brown, part-time financial 
aid advisor, and the retirement of Bonnie Jasiek, administrative 
assistant in Continuing Education and Business Services.

IVCC, IV PADS partner
to help students in need

MENDOTA – Members of the Mendota 
Police Department would like to remind 
citizens of an important safety tip. Whether 
your vehicle is in your garage, driveway or 
parked on the street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in the ignition of 
your vehicle, even if you are only parking 

it for a short period of time. Do not leave 
purses, wallets or other valuables in your 
vehicle, as this attracts unwanted attention 
from a would-be thief.

Please assist the Mendota Police 
Department to help keep you and your 
valuables safe.

MPD reminds citizens to always keep your vehicle locked
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Sept. 29, 2004.)
By Jessica Nashold

A boxing match, which had been 
scheduled to take place at the Opera 
House on Sept. 15, 1904, was blocked 
by “the church people.” Rev. T.E. Allen, 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church, con-
sulted an attorney to verify an Illinois 
law regarding boxing exhibitions. With 
support from the Methodist and Evan-
gelical congregations, the Presbyterians 
passed a resolution calling upon the 
mayor to stop the contest. Text of the 
Illinois law was published on the front 
page of The Sun-Bulletin on Sept. 16, 
1904. It was taken from page 1308 of 
the Criminal Code of Illinois. Anyone 
promoting or witnessing a boxing ex-
hibition would be subject to a fine not 
to exceed $500, and jail time not to 
exceed six months. In addition, anyone 
who contemplated sponsoring a boxing 
exhibition would be compelled to take 
out a peace bond.

This information effectually 
deterred both promoters and 
spectators.

***
Tom Henry, manager of the Central 

Union Telephone Co., had seen the 
number of subscribers increase from 
76 to 300 during the three years he 
had been in charge. This resulted in a 
promotion for Henry.

He will head the LaSalle office 
on Oct. 1.

***
The Excelsior Debating Club at 

the YMCA promoted a Harvest Home 
Festival on Sept. 15, 1904. Exhibits of 
farm products, baked goods and needle-
work were displayed in Eckart’s Hall. A 
competition to locate the oldest farmer 
who had farmed continually the longest 
time was topped by August Beitsch. At 
age 75, he had farmed 65 years,

His prize was a garden cultivator 
valued at $15.
A prize for the best work of horses 

went to Henry Barth.
***

Many new CB&Q engines were 

observed passing through Mendota. 
Also, the Burlington fast mail between 
Chicago and Council Bluffs, Iowa, was 
being supplied with new cars. They 
were built more solidly than heretofore, 
in conformance with new government 
patterns, “in case of wrecks.”

They are superior to any mail 
cars used on any road.

***
A government representative from 

Japan visited the United States to pur-
chase blooded stock for experimental 
purposes. At the Lowden farm in Ore-
gon, Ill., he selected two yearling bulls – 

Paying a fancy price for them.
***

The Woman’s Cemetery Association, 
after installing a fountain at Restland at 
a cost of $120, reported a balance in the 
treasury when they met in September 
1904. They voted to purchase a table and 
a few more seats in the chapel, near the 
entrance to Restland Cemetery.

***
Reverand Annabel came from Am-

boy to deliver a sermon at the Mendota 
Baptist Church. He spent the night at 
the F.R. Bailey home. Somehow, a thief 
gained entrance to the room where An-
nabel was sleeping and stole his coat, 
vest, pants and shoes. Although the 
clothing was left on the back porch – 

A golf watch and $2 in change 
had been removed.

***
An automobile ordinance passed in 

September 1904 set a speed limit of 8 
miles per hour. Autos were required 
to come to a full stop when meeting a 
horse that seemed to be afraid. A fine 
of not less than $5 or more than $100 
would be levied for infractions of this 
ordinance.

Autos must display bright lights 
at night.

***
James Barnes had the low bid of 50 

cents per cubic yard to haul crushed rock 
from railroad yards to designated spots 
for road repair. A cubic yard of rock 
weighs 2,500 pounds. Barnes had fitted 
his wagons to hold 1 ½ cubic yards. The 
large roller, purchased by the township, 
will require six horses to pull it.

***
It was a hundred years ago that 

Baptists decided to build a new church 
instead of remodeling the old one. Also, 
in September 1904, the Advent congre-
gation was enlarging and improving its 
church home in Illinois Avenue, east of 
the railroad tracks.

***
A compulsory school law for 

Illinois passed, requiring children 
between the ages of 7 and 14 to be 
in classrooms. In Mendota, 340 were 
enrolled at East Mendota Public 
School, 23 in the North School and 
268 at Blackstone School.

Parents and guardians are re-
sponsible for enforcing the law.

***
It was reported in the Sept. 23, 1904, 

Sun-Bulletin that Stephen Guilfoyle 
had purchased the former Clark farm, 
1 ½ miles southeast of Mendota, for 
$20,000. It consisted of 132 acres.

This is the highest priced farm 
ever sold here.

***
The United States Department of 

the Interior notified Illinois that it 
would have 30 days, after Aug. 23, 
1904, in which to show why claims 
for “marshland indemnity” should not 
be rejected.

No public land in Illinois will 
satisfy the claim.

***
The United States brought in 300 of 

the brightest Filipino natives for the pur-
pose of providing them with a complete 
education. They are scattered around in 
various normal schools throughout the 
country. In Illinois, six were placed in 
Normal, near Bloomington, and four 
were sent to Northern Illinois Normal 
School in Dixon.

Glove contest at Opera House stopped – 1904
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

Dear Editor:
I received a letter from 

Tulsi Gabbard last week and 
I would like to share some of 
it with you.

“I was a congresswoman 
(2013-2021). I am a Lt. 
Colonel in the United States 
Army Reserve. In 2020, Ka-
mala Harris and I were both 
running for the Democratic 
nomination for President. 
From the debate stage, I 
challenged Kamala Harris, 
right to her face. I was the first 
person to warn the American 
people about Kamala Harris. 
As prosecutor, she blocked 
evidence that would have 
freed an innocent man from 
death row until the courts 
forced her to do so. She kept 
people in prison beyond their 
sentences to use them as 
cheap labor for the state of 
California. As a U.S. Senator 
and even as Vice President, 
Kamala Harris advocated for 
taking funding away from 
law enforcement. Harris said, 
‘It’s wrong and backward to 
think that more police will 
create more safety.’ Cities 
that have followed her lead 

are significantly less safe 
today and have seen violent 
crime skyrocket. Joe Biden 
appointed Kamala as his 
‘border czar’ where she 
supported an open border, 
allowing tens of millions of 
illegal immigrants across our 
border. Now, the mainstream 
propaganda media are try-
ing to claim she was never 
responsible for securing our 
border. She has been lying to 
the American people for the 
last three and a half years, 
saying the border is secure. 
The same people in the deep 
state running the country 
with Biden as their figure-
head will continue to run 
things with Kamala Harris 
as their puppet.”

Lt. Colonel Gabbard and 
Robert Kennedy Jr. left the 
Democratic party and are 
working for Donald Trump’s 
election and are American 
patriots because they love 
God and their country more 
than a political party. God 
bless Donald J. Trump and 
God bless the USA.

Robert R. Anderson,
Amboy

Harris will work as deep state puppet

Letters By Rich Lowry
In what ranks as one of the most memorable debate 

moments in recent history, Donald Trump said that Haitian 
immigrants are eating people’s pets in Springfield, Ohio.

No one has yet turned up evidence that this is true, al-
though there is an audio recording of a man reporting that 
he witnessed four Haitian immigrants absconding with geese 
from a local pond. 

Since everyone is always happy to see geese go someplace 
else, this call hasn’t made much of an impression on the debate 
over Trump’s comments, which, true to form, were the most 
incendiary thing he could say about Springfield. 

Even if Tabby and Fido aren’t on the menu in the small 
Ohio town, the fact remains that a place with a population 
of 60,000 has seen an influx of 15,000 to 20,000 Haitian 
immigrants since 2020, making the new arrivals a wildly 
disproportionate share of the population in short order. 

Prior to this point, Springfield had nothing to do with Haiti, 
and looking at the map, a town located between Columbus 
and Dayton would be one of the least likely places to have 
anything to do with Haiti. It is very far from Little Haiti in 
Miami, and it had no pre-existing Haitian population or an 
infrastructure to provide services to Haitian Creole speakers. 

No matter. Under the Biden administration’s open-handed 
immigration policies, every place in the country has become 
subject to sudden, disruptive demographic change. We’ve 
seen it in big cities, where Democratic mayors have com-
plained of the associated burdens, and now we are seeing it 
in a small city. To match in relative terms what’s happened 
in Springfield, more than 2 million migrants would have had 
to arrive in New York City in the past several years. 

Numbers matter. No one would care if there were 150 
new Haitian migrants in Springfield since 2020, or 1,500. 
But 15,000 is a different proposition. Quantity, as they say, 
has a quality all of its own. 

To be clear, Haitian immigrants (many permitted here 
legally under Biden policy) didn’t begin showing up in 
Springfield hoping to filch unsuspecting domestic short hairs. 

Rather, they were looking for work in a city that was seeing 
something of an economic revival. That’s all well and good, 
but people are more than cogs to be plugged into warehouses 
or manufacturing operations. 

They come with families and with needs for housing, 
health care and education. They have pre-existing cultural 
predilections different from ours (Haiti and the United States 
are very different places), and if they don’t speak the language, 
that makes everything even more difficult. Nor are resources 
unlimited. Health care facilities, schools and the housing 
stock have all been strained in Springfield. 

The New York Times reports that consultations began to 
take three times as long at the local community health center. 
The head of the clinic told the paper: “We lost productivity. 
We had huge burnout of staff.” It hired six Haitian Creole 
speakers, and annual spending on translation services in-
creased from $43,000 in 2020 to $436,000. 

The school district, according to the Times, has had to hire 
two dozen new English-as-a-second-language instructors and 
several interpreters. 

The city manager, Bryan Heck, wrote a letter to U.S. 
senators saying that the influx is “putting a significant strain 
on our resources and ability to provide ample housing for all 
of our residents.” The Haitians also tend to be poor drivers. 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine has pledged help from the 
state highway patrol. 

News reports often dismiss the concerns of residents as 
ill-informed or xenophobic. Their complaints about the costs 
and disorder associated with the wave of immigration are 
legitimate, though, and the sense that the town has under-
gone a large-scale change that no one was consulted about is 
very real. Who signed up to become a laboratory for Biden’s 
experiment in permitting Haitians to come to and stay in the 
United States?

The cats and dogs may be safe and sound, but all is not 
right in Springfield. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

The real scandal in Springfield, Ohio

Public Servants
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 
office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. 
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, 

Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 

62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 S. Sec-
ond St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090, 
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800) 
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi 
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101, 
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St., 

Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First 
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria 
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton 
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706, 
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W. 

First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL 
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 N. Uni-
versity St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone 
(309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District; District office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 
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INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St.• 1403 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263
1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARDBUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • Millwork  
Staircases & Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

Brian Dose
for LaSalle County Board Chairman
Fiscally conservative principles, focused on 
working families. 

TUE., 
NOV. 5

Paid for by
Committee to Elect Brian Dose 09252024

For more info, go to 
www.briandose.com 
or follow Brian Dose 
for LaSalle County 

Chairman on Facebook.
www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 36 years experience
 lorierbes@erbesrealty.com

815-535-6295
09232024

It’s never been easier to 
start your own business. 
Johnny’s Bar and Grill is a 
successful and established 
bar and restaurant. Sports 
bar atmosphere with cozy 
fireplace, pool tables, 
cash register and beer 
signage. Features include: 
2.52 acres of land, outside 
fenced in patio, all furniture, 
all equipment, all inventory, 
liquor, food and bar. 
Large parking lot. Lots of 
possibilities. Call today for 
a showing.

707 Freeport Rd, Sterling 
$650,000

MENDOTA – Wilma 
Jacobs of Mendota will be 
celebrating her 90th birth-
day on Thursday, Oct. 3. 
She will be celebrating this 
special event with a family 
dinner.

Anyone wanting to wish 
her a happy 90th birthday 
may send cards to Wilma 
Jacobs, 204 First Ave., Men-
dota, IL 61342.

W. Jacobs to
celebrate 90th
birthday with
family dinner

Wilma Jacobs

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Museum & Historical 
Society is thrilled to present 
a talk by historian and author 
Sandra McKay, scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3 at 
the MMHS new space at 907 
Washington St., Mendota.

McKay is the author of A 
Place for Me: An Orphan’s 
Journey Home and she will 
be discussing the history of 
the orphan trains that ran from 
the middle of the 19th century 
and into the early 20th. These 
trains transported children 
who had either lost their 
parents or whose families 
could no longer care for them 
to new homes across the 
country. This talk will focus 
on the role played by the 
nation’s railroads, including 
the Illinois Central, as well 
as the impact on the children 
and local communities here 
in northern Illinois – for good 
and for ill.

Tickets are $10 each and 
can be purchased either on 
the MMHS website or by 
calling 815-539-3375.

MMHS hosting
program about
orphan trains
on October 3

Happy
Heavenly

Anniversary

September 1955 - September 2024

“I Do”....  till death do us part.

C.S. Lewis is credited with saying, 
“We read to know we are not alone.” 
Though reading is often a solitary 
activity, sharing and discussing books 
can serve as an even greater reminder 
that we are not alone. For those who 
say they do not love to read, they 
probably just haven’t found the right 
book yet. One way to be exposed to 
different literary styles and authors 
is to be part of a book club. Readers 
might actually want to start their 
own club.

A book club can include your 
friend group or it can pull relative 
strangers together. By reading with 
others on a deadline, you may be 
more likely to stick with reading and 
retain more of what you’ve read. Here 
are some simple ways to start a book 
club of your own.

• Start small. If you’re inexperi-
enced, it is best to begin small when 
setting up the book club. Privately 
reach out to a few different people 
you know enjoy books and see if 
they would be interested. Ask them 
to invite a few other people to help 
the club grow.

• Stay organized. Digital tools can 
help book club organizers stay on top 
of things and inform the club. Many 
clubs utilize social media platforms 

like Facebook Groups. Bookclubs is 
an application designed especially 
for book clubs. Make an account 
to organize your book club, receive 
book recommendations and view 
discussion guides.

• Identify your intentions. The 
motivation behind a book club is to 
read, but you might want to narrow 
that even further. Perhaps you want 
to make new friends? Or maybe you 
want to explore a certain literary 
genre exclusively? Create a book club 
business plan of sorts where you fully 
express your intentions for the club.

• Choose the vibe and meeting 
style. Some book clubs are rigid 
with a set schedule and firm dead-
lines. Others are more relaxed with 
meetings being shuffled around to ac-
commodate everyone’s lives. Create 
a game plan of where you will meet, 
how often you meet and how books 

and discussion points will be selected.
• Select your first book: Look to 

Goodreads, Amazon reviews, and 
other book-related resources to find 
a popular book. Various celebrities 
also have their own book club rec-
ommendations, so that may be a safe 
place to start. 

• Opt for a slow weeknight for 
meetings. People tend to be busy 
on the weekend with other social 
engagements, so book clubs may be 
best hosted on a Monday or Tuesday 
evening. When establishing the book 
club, poll potential attendees to see 
what the majority want. Try to be con-
sistent with the meeting day and time 
to keep the book club rolling along.

• Prepare discussion questions. It’s 
easy for a book club meeting to veer 
away from the book or for there to 
be a lull in conversation unless it is 
guided along. A discussion question 
list will help keep people chatting 
about what’s important: the book.

• Be open about costs. Some book 
clubs are free and others require a fee 
to join to help pay for meeting spaces 
or refreshments. Be up front about 
how costs will be absorbed.

Book clubs are entertaining ways 
to bring literary lovers together to 
expand their enjoyment of reading.

 How to start your own book club
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Brought to you each week by

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I can’t believe that the 
scam artist from “Inventing 
Anna” is 
competing 
on “Danc-
ing with the 
Stars.” How 
is she able 
to film in 
Los Ange-
les if she’s 
on house arrest in New York? 
-- S.C.

A: Anna Delvey (pre-
viously known as Anna 
Sorokin) served just a small 
portion of her sentence in 
federal prison before being 
released in 2021. She then 
served 18 months in an im-
migration detention facility 
and is now on house arrest, 
while her deportation back to 
Germany remains a possibili-
ty. Delvey, who impersonated 
an heiress and was later con-
victed of larceny, says that 
she was given permission by 
ICE to travel to California to 
compete in “Dancing with the 
Stars,” but she has to wear an 
ankle monitor.

Delvey and her partner, 
dance pro Ezra Sosa, face a 
formidable list of competi-
tors on Tuesday nights this 
fall on ABC and Disney+ (the 
next day on Hulu), including 
Olympians Ilona Maher (rug-
by) and Stephen Nedoroscik 

Delvey

(gymnastics); reality TV 
stars Jenn Tran (“The Bach-
elorette”), Joey Graziadei 
(“The Bachelor”) and Phae-
dra Parks (“The Traitors”); 
actors Eric Roberts, Tori 
Spelling, Reginald VelJohn-
son and Chandler Kinney; 
athletes Danny Amendola 
and Dwight Howard; and 
model Brooks Nader.

Hosts Alfonso Ribeiro 
and Julianne Hough are also 
back, as well as judges Carrie 
Ann Inaba, Bruno Tonioli 
and Derek Hough. A date for 
the season finale hasn’t been 
announced yet, but expect it 
to run for 10 episodes and 
conclude at the end of the 
November sweeps.

***
Q: When does the new 

season of “Saturday Night 
Live” start? It’s always so 
funny during an election 
year. -- K.C.

A: The 50th(!) season 
premiere of “Saturday Night 
Live” is Sept. 28, but as of this 
writing, the host and musical 
guest haven’t been named. 
The iconic sketch-comedy 
show welcomes three new 
cast members -- Ashley Pa-
dilla, Emil Wakim and Jane 
Wickline -- while bidding 
farewell to three others 
-- Punkie Johnson, Molly 
Kearney and Chloe Troast.

What we do know is that 

former “SNL” star Maya 
Rudolph will return as Vice 
President Kamala Harris, 
and there will also be a 
special three-hour, live 50th 
anniversary show on Sunday, 
Feb. 16, 2025.

Soon in theaters, you can 
also see the new scripted 
movie about the very first 
“SNL” live episode in 1974. 
Directed by Jason Reitman, 
the film “Saturday Night” 
earned rave reviews at its 
premiere at the Telluride Film 
Festival this past August. It 
will be available to see in wide 
release beginning Oct. 11.

***
Q: I saw that Kaitlin 

Olson is on another new TV 
show. Does this mean “It’s 
Always Sunny in Philadel-
phia” isn’t coming back?  
-- L.V.

A: No, the long-running 
ensemble comedy series will 
return to FX for its 17th sea-
son ... at some point. Kaitlin 
Olson, who stars in the new 
crime procedural series 
“High Potential” on ABC, 
is expected to start filming 
the new season of “Sunny” 
this October. Hopefully, this 
means new episodes of the 
hilarious comedy will air by 
January 2025 at the latest. 
Olson also plays a supporting 
role on the award-winning 
HBO series “Hacks.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. U.S. STATES: Which 
state’s nickname is The Hawk-
eye State?

2. MOVIES: What are the bad 
guys called in “Transformers”?

3. MYTHOLOGY: What 
happens to people when Medusa 
turns her gaze on them?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of crocodiles in 
the water called?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What 
is the main ingredient in bouil-
labaisse (stew)?

6. ASTRONOMY: How old 
is our Sun?

7. TELEVISION: Where 
does Walter White live in “Break-
ing Bad”?

8. LITERATURE: The char-
acter named Ichabod Crane 

appears in which 19th-century 
story?

9. MEDICAL: What is a com-
mon name for onychocryptosis?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What is 
the capital of Nova Scotia?

Answers
1. Iowa.
2. Decepticons.
3. They turn to stone.
4. A float.
5. Seafood.
6. About 4.6 billion years old.
7. Albuquerque, New Mex-

ico.
8. “The Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow.”
9. Ingrown toenail.
10. Halifax.
(c) 2024 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Octopus wrestling was a 

popular sport in the 1960s. A 
diver would fight an octopus 
in shallow water and drag it 
to the surface. 

* After an online vote in 
2011, Toyota announced that 
the official plural of Prius 
is Prii.

* Each spacecraft sent to 
Mars is scrubbed and inspect-
ed before dispatch as part of 
a strict planetary protection 
protocol meant to prevent 
contamination from Earth.

* Ophiocordyceps uni-
lateralis, a parasitic fungus, 
effectively turns ants into 
zombies. The fungus com-
pels the ant to bite onto the 
underside of a low-hanging 
leaf, where it dies, and the 
fungus then sends a fruiting 
body out through the ant’s 
head to disseminate spores.

* Geckos can turn the 
stickiness of their feet on and 
off at will.

* And speaking of feet, 
during World War II, the 
United States began ra-
tioning shoes. Citizens were 
allowed three pairs.

* When Leonardo Di-
Caprio smashed his hand on 
the dinner table in “Django 
Unchained,” he accidentally 
crushed a small stemmed 
glass with his palm and really 
began to bleed. He ignored 
it, stayed in character, and 
continued with the scene. 
Quentin Tarantino was so 
impressed that he used this 
take in the final print, and 
when he called cut, the room 
erupted in a standing ovation.

* Though they are often 
used as vegetables in cook-
ing, eggplants are botanically 
classified as berries.

* Charles Richard Drew 
was a Black physician who de-
veloped blood banks for mil-
itary personnel during World 
War II. He quit working for the 
Red Cross after he learned that 
the military separated blood 
donations by race.

* The Dr. Seuss classic 
children’s tale “Green Eggs 
and Ham” was banned in 
China from 1965 to 1991 
for its “portrayal of early 
Marxism.”

Hollywood
HOLLYWOOD -- After 

being eclipsed by Margot 
Robbie in “Barbie” and Em-
ily Blunt in “The Fall Guy” 
(which had disappointing 
grosses of $180.5 million 
against a $125-million cost), 
Ryan Gosling flies solo in 
the sci-fi film “Project Hail 
Mary.” In the film, he wakes 
up in space as the sole survi-
vor of a crew who is search-
ing for a way to save Earth. 
It’s due on March 2026.

***
Here come remakes, se-

quels, and explicit film titles! 
Sony plans to remake the 
1987 classic “La Bamba,” 
which is about rock legend 
Ritchie Valens. In 1959, Val-
ens died at 17 in a plane crash 
with Buddy Holly and “The 
Big Bopper.” The original 
film starred Lou Diamond 
Phillips and Esai Morales, and 
it grossed $54.2 million gross 
against a $6.5-million cost.

***
“The Lord of the Rings” 

trilogy grossed $2.988 bil-
lion, while the three “Hobbit” 
films grossed nearly $2.938 
billion, proving that these 
franchises have a huge audi-
ence. But former director of 
the trilogies, Peter Jackson, 
will only produce the new 
film coming in 2026, titled 
“The Lord of the Rings: The 
Hunt for Gollum.” It will be 

Adams

shot in two parts back-to-
back. Andy Serkis will direct 
and star, along with Sir Ian 
McKellen 
who will be 
returning as 
Gandalf.

S e r k i s 
has done 
voice and 
m o t i o n 
capture for 
“The Lord of the Rings” 
films, “King Kong” (2005), 
“Dawn of the Planet of the 
Apes” (2014), and “Star 
Wars: The Rise of Skywalk-
er” (2019). He’s also starred 
on screen as Alfred in “The 
Batman” (2022).

***
Danial Craig’s new film 

“Queer” got a 9-minute 
standing ovation at the 
Venice Film Festival. After 
all, it’s not everyday James 
Bond goes gay! In “Queer,” 
Craig plays a gay American 
expatriate in 1940s Mexico 
City, who has explicit love 
scenes with Drew Starkey’s 
character. Based on the 
1985 novel by William S. 
Burroughs (“Naked Lunch”), 
Craig establishes an intimate 
connection with a young 
male student (Starkey), 
which eventually becomes 
psychedelic.

Director Luca Guadag-
nino (“Call Me by Your 

Name”) earned the trust of 
his two stars, and Craig ad-
mitted, “We all know there’s 
nothing intimate about film-
ing a sex scene on a movie 
set ... so we just wanted to 
make it as touching, real and 
natural as we possibly could. 
Drew is just a wonderful, 
fantastic, beautiful actor to 
work with .... we tried to 
make it fun.”

Craig and his actress wife, 
Rachel Weisz, were totally at 
ease with the love scenes. It’s 
called acting, and he’s one of 
our best!

***
Amy Adams, who played 

Lois Lane in “Man of Steel” 
and Princess Giselle in 
“Enchanted” (to name two 
roles), now finds herself in 
a comedy-horror film called 
“Nightbitch.” She portrays 
a mother who sometimes 
transforms into a dog.

“I’m never going to be 
smart, happy or thin ever 
again,” Adams says, in charac-
ter, in the trailer. “Oh, and I’m 
pretty sure I’m turning into a 
dog!” Not since “The Shaggy 
Dog” (1959), when Tommy 
Kirk turned into a dog, have 
we seen this kind of canine 
caper. But, after all, Adams 
has always been known as an 
actress with dogged determi-
nation! The film barks into 
theaters on Dec. 6.

Couch Theater
“Wolfs” (R) -- Following 

its premiere at the recent Ven-
ice International Film Festi-
val (where its main actors 
were looking quite snazzy, 
if I do say so myself), this 
action-comedy film starring 
George Clooney and Brad 
Pitt hits our screens on Sept. 
27! Whether you missed the 
Clooney-Pitt dynamic from 
the “Ocean’s Eleven” trilogy 
or you’re just a fan of the 
actors respectively, this film 
will definitely scratch your 
itch. The two Hollywood 
long-timers play two profes-
sional “fixers” who are sep-
arately called up to work on 
the same job. Although these 
lone wolves prefer to work 
alone, they actually find out 
that they make a pretty good 
(and entertaining) team. Amy 
Ryan (“The Office”) and 
Austin Abrams (“Euphoria”) 
co-star. (Apple TV+)

“Grotesquerie” (TV-MA) 
-- The start of the spooky 
season has arrived, thanks 
to none other than Ryan 
Murphy (creator of “Amer-
ican Horror Story”). For 
his latest horror series, he’s 
once again employed the 
talents of Niecy Nash, who 
seems to be finding her 

footing in the horror genre 
as of late, after snagging an 
Emmy for Murphy’s series, 
“Dahmer -- Monster.” In 
this 10-episode series, Nash 
plays Lois Tryon, a detective 
battling alcoholism as a se-
ries of grotesque, seemingly 
connected crimes grip her 
town. After she gets put on 
the case, a local nun named 
Sister Megan (Courtney B. 
Vance) volunteers to work 
alongside Lois to uncover 
the perpetrator. If you’re not 
yet exhausted by the media 
coverage of him and his 
special lady, keep a lookout 
for Travis Kelce, who makes 
his acting debut in the series. 
Premieres Sept. 25. (Hulu)

“Monsters: The Lyle and 
Erik Menendez Story” (TV-
MA) -- Speaking of Ryan 
Murphy and his “Monster” 
anthology series, the second 
season has just been released 
for viewers to binge. This 
season tells the true story 
of Lyle and Erik Menendez, 
two brothers who were con-
victed of murdering their 
parents, Jose and Kitty, back 
in 1989. While the basis of 
their conviction was rooted in 
the fact that the two brothers 
were trying to inherit their 

parents’ wealth, there is so 
much more to their story, in-
cluding a history of physical, 
emotional and sexual abuse 
from their parents. Last sea-
son, it was clear that Jeffrey 
Dahmer was a monster, but 
the monsters this time around 
appear to be Jose and Kitty. 
Javier Bardem (“Dune: Part 
Two”) and Chloe Sevigny 
(“Feud: Capote vs. The 
Swans”) play the cold-blood-
ed couple, while Nicholas 
Chavez (“General Hospital”) 
and Cooper Koch (“They/
Them”) portray the brothers. 
(Netflix)

“Wise Guy: David Chase 
and the Sopranos” (TV-MA) 
-- This two-part documentary 
series explores the making 
of the legendary HBO se-
ries “The Sopranos,” which 
originally ran from 1999 
until its sixth and final sea-
son in 2007. Viewers get an 
in-depth look at the show’s 
creator, David Chase, and 
how his own relationship 
with his mother ultimately 
kickstarted the creation of the 
show. Several of the show’s 
cast members chime in to 
provide their points of view 
of what it was like to work 
on the show. (Max)
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

Pumpkins, Cornstalks, Hay 
Bales, Potted Fall Plants, 
Mums, Gifts and More!

391 N. 38th Rd., Mendota
815.910.0507

Follow us on Facebook! 09
16

20
24

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

09162024

Farmland For Sale:  Farmland For Sale:  
217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre217 acres Dayton Twp. $11,500 an acre

98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 98 acres Westfield Twp. $12,500 an acre 
68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acre68 acres Ophir Twp. $12,500 an acre

Donnie Appleseed Orchard

378 N 33rd Rd LaSalle
815.780.7390

Farm Fresh Produce  
grown right  
on our farm!

Several Apple Varieties, 
Tomatoes, Peppers,  

Onions and Much More!

09
16

20
24

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

PAW PAW – The Paw Paw CUSD 
271 Board of Education met on Sept. 17.

Superintendent Jennifer DuBois 
presented a power-point program ex-
plaining the results of the testing just 
completed of where the children stand 
in proficiency in math and reading. 
Tests from the end of last school year 
were compared to tests taken in the first 
weeks of this school year. It is usual 
to lose some standing after the “sum-
mer-slide.” Some notable news was 
that the kindergarten class came in at 
0.2 (the second month of kindergarten). 
The standings are listed by grade and 
month. Thus, it could be expected for 
kindergartners to come in at 0.0. It was 
a pleasant surprise that some of them 
actually came in above what would be 
expected for their first month in school. 
The fifth and eighth grade students came 
in above the national average for the 
Illinois Science Assessment.

The Board noted that perhaps the Paw 
Paw Library Summer Reading Program 
had helped keep skills up.

There will be intervention periods 
available to help students who need extra 
attention in catching up to their grade 
level and to help those at grade level 
excel beyond in areas of their interests.

The math department is participating 
in a year-long professional development 
series with a coach from the Illustrative 
Math curricular resource that the school 
uses in all grades K-8. This series will 
help teachers fine tune their implemen-

tation of the curricular resource.
The old mower, that is not in working 

condition, will be assessed for use in the 
FAA group, or, disposed of.

Bus routes were discussed. There is 
a bus-stop at Brookside and Peru Street, 
which anyone who can walk there is 
welcome to board. The Board is looking 
into getting a crossing guard at the corner 
of Chapman Street and Chicago Road. 
Superintendent Du Bois said she will 
send a survey out to all families who 
live south of Chicago Road and ask 
if they would use an extra bus stop at 
other locations south of Chicago Road.

Dr. Erik Borne, principal of Indian 
Creek High School, was in attendance 
to give an update on happenings and 
answer any questions. He reported 
that the school year has gotten off to 
a good start. The focus is on positive 
culture. The five indicators that posi-
tively affect school success are effective 
leaders, collaborative teachers, involved 
families, supportive environments and 
ambitious instruction. Dr. Borne stat-
ed that he has lunch meetings in his 
office with 6-8 freshmen each week, 
discussing any questions or concerns 
they may have. The students from Paw 
Paw have mentioned they enjoy having 
more friends this year.

He explained that Indian Creek 
has a program that allows students 
to give a “Shout-Out” during the 
announcements at the end of the day 
for anyone they think did something 

helpful that day. Students are enjoying 
that, as well as the end-of-the-week 
raffle, in which students’ names are 
submitted by teachers for a student 
who has done something meaningful. 
A drawing is held, and the winner is 
given a prize - perhaps a gift card to a 
local business, or, to get a designated 
parking space for a week.

ICHS is hoping to have an Open 
House in the beginning of October, for 
residents to view the new addition and 
changes in the building lay-out.

Changes were made to the Paw 
Paw coaching/sponsor job description, 
adding supervision during bus transpor-
tation to games, activities and events.

The Bullying Prevention policy was 
reviewed and accepted.

The budget for the 2025 Fiscal Year 
was approved.

The FFA national convention trip was 
approved. It will be Oct 24-25; eligible 
Junior High FFA members will attend.

The resignation of Dave Negrete Jr 
as junior high boys’ basketball assistant 
coach was accepted.

Paw Paw CUSD #271 Mission: 
The members of the entire school 
community are committed to collab-
orating  with each other so that all 
students are provided with high quality, 
rigorous educational experiences  to 
ensure students have the  academic, 
social, and emotional skills necessary 
to be successful in a  diverse, global 
environment.

Child proficiency testing above average in Paw Paw CUSD

SHABBONA – The Indian Creek School Board met on 
Sept. 16.

Middle School Principal Travis Naber reported that Paw 
Paw sixth through eighth graders are invited to the Indian 
Creek Middle School dance on Nov. 1.

Many new homes are being built in Waterman, which is 
adding to the district’s enrollment. Over 100 homes have been 
built or sold within the last couple years in the Green Ridge 
Subdivision. The village of Waterman is also updating the 
impact fees for the Deerfield subdivision. Eighty-nine lots 
are currently under contract with a developer.

A 1% sales tax for DeKalb County will be on the November 
ballot. Indian Creek has taken a neutral stance. According 
to PMA Asset Management, 42% of purchases are made by 
individuals outside DeKalb County. If it does pass at the 
November election, Superintendent Chad Willis will likely 
recommend that to abate the district’s bonds, which will lower 
the tax rate/taxes unless the enrollment increases enough that 
would cause the district to add on to its existing buildings.

The Paw Paw High School contract is up for renewal at 
the end of this year. It must be re-negotiated every two years, 
as set by the State of Illinois. Willis is recommending that a 
committee be formed to meet with Paw Paw to negotiate a 
new contract within the next couple months.

Dr. Erik Borne, high school principal, reported that the 
average high school class size is 21 students.

Homecoming activities were held the week of Sept. 16, with 
a bonfire and volleyball games on Thursday, parade and soccer 
games on Friday evening, and dance on Saturday evening.

High school students have been enthusiastic about the 
Best Student Friday raffles and prizes. Names of students are 
put into the raffle by teachers, based on doing good deeds, 
making a great improvement, consistently putting forth best 
effort, doing something extraordinary. Prizes so far have in-
cluded gift certificates to Screamer’s, the principal’s parking 
spot for a week, etc. There will be other gift cards to local 
businesses in the future.

SPARK intervention motivation assistance is provided 
in the middle of the day, for students getting intervention as 
necessary at the student tutoring center. Students who attend 
IVCC in the morning are able to attend as they wish. 

The DeKalb County Partnership for a Substance Abuse 
Free Environment (DCP SAFE) is a community coalition that 
serves DeKalb County. The coalition promotes prevention, 
wellness, and healthy lifestyles for youth, adults and the 
community as a whole. Kevin Poterek has been approved 
as the district sponsor.

Dana Kick has been approved as the Academic Bowl 
sponsor.

Cordogan Clarke & Associates of Aurora have been ap-
proved as the district’s architects.

FPCU donation to Disco Ball
Financial Plus Credit Union recently made a $2,500 
donation to the Starved Rock Country Community 
Foundation’s “Stayin’ Alive Disco Ball.” The third an-
nual event will be from 5:30 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
5 at Senica’s Oak Ridge Golf Course. Left to right, are 
FPCU President and CEO Peter Fauth, SRCCF board 
chair Reed Wilson and SRCCF co-founder Pamela 
Beckett. Financial Plus serves over 40,000 members in 
10 northcentral Illinois counties. Disco Ball tickets are 
$100 and can be purchased online at www.srccf.org or by 
calling (815) 252-2906. SRCCF supports fine arts, mental 
health, education, economic development, disaster relief 
and more across LaSalle, Bureau and Putnam counties. 

FSB donation to Disco Ball
First State Bank of Mendota recently made a $1,000 
donation to the Starved Rock Country Community 
Foundation’s third annual Disco Ball. The gala is from 
5:30 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5 at Senica’s Oak Ridge 
Golf Club in LaSalle. Left to right, are SRCCF board 
member Bill Hunt, SRCCF President Fran Brolley and 
First State Bank Chief Marketing Officer Jan Phalen. 
A locally owned bank since 1940, First State has 19 
branches throughout north central Illinois and $1.5 
billion in assets. 

New home construction is
adding to the enrollment in
Indian Creek School District

SUBLETTE – Antique Power Days will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 28 and Sunday, Sept. 29 at Mendota 
Hills Campground, 3 ½ miles northwest of Sublette 
on U.S. 52. Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday.

Everyone is invited to come see antique power at 
work. All exhibitors big and small are welcome.

Other highlights include music by the ‘Just 4 Fun 
Band,’ a 50/50 raffle, food and vendors.

Admission is a free-will donation.

Antique Powers Days
planned Sept. 28-29
at Sublette campground
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815.780.0259
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CRAFTWORKSCRAFTWORKS  
GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Free Roof Inspections!Free Roof Inspections!
New Homes • Home Remodeling & Additions  New Homes • Home Remodeling & Additions  
New Buildings/Pole Buildings • Exterior Decks New Buildings/Pole Buildings • Exterior Decks 

Roofing & Siding • Cultured Stone • General Home RepairRoofing & Siding • Cultured Stone • General Home Repair
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- Fully Insured - - Fully Insured - Professional Deck Design • Full Remodel Services • Additions & Repairs

Ken@primesolutions.com

815.690.4025
Follow us on FB Prime Solutions Inc

Prime SolutionsPrime Solutions

08
07

20
24

We Make Your  
Yard Great Again!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

SUMMER SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

09
04

20
23

The Harlem 
Wizards 

are coming to
Earlville!

Fundraiser for 
Earlville Class of 2027

Sat, Oct. 5th, 2024 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Doors Open at 6 p.m.

Location:
Earlville HS
415 West Union Street
Earlville, IL

harlemwizards.com/schedule-tickets/earlville  
- use the link for “reserved seating/special tickets”

harlemwizards.com

09112024

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N MAIN STREET

(815) 252-9605 06
01

20
22

KITCHEN HOURS: WED - SAT 11AM - 8 PM & SUN 10 AM - 6 PM / 
BAR OPEN LATE TUESDAY - SUNDAY

815.559.9050
223 E St Paul St

Spring Valley, IL 61362
theteeboxsv.com

FAN FAVORITES
JT’s Fried Chicken

Italian Beef
Crab Rangoon Eggrolls

Pulled Pork Nachos
Flatbreads

Pastas
Salads

Savor our fan-favorite dishes like 
crispy fried chicken, savory Italian 
beef, irresistible crab rangoon 
egg rolls, and loaded pulled pork 
nachos. Homemade dressings 
and sauces bursting with flavor. 
Complement your meal with our 
expertly crafted cocktails. Dine in, 
carry-out & delivery available!

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday • 10 am to 4

Closed Tuesday

09
02

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

HUGE MOVING SALE
1604 Stroble Ave.
Friday, Sept. 27 &
Saturday, Sept. 28

9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day
Queen bed set,
push mower,

Mantis tiller, lots
of household items.

1t39msr

GARAGE SALE
406 Sixth Ave.

Thursday, Sept. 26
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 27
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 28
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

1t39msr

LARGE FAMILY
GARAGE SALE

207 Fourth St.
Friday, Sept. 27

Saturday, Sept. 28
Sunday, Sept. 29

8 a.m.-5 p.m. each day
Men’s, women’s &
children’s clothing,

lots of household items.
1t39r

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

WARRANT ARREST
Devon L. Riggens, 30, of 

1707 Lincoln Ave., Mendota, 
was arrested at 12:48 a.m. 
Sept. 18 on a Lee County 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear/contempt of court. The 
subject posted bond and was 
released with a Lee County 
court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Jereme L. Elam, 35, of 
709 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Mendota, was charged with 
driving while license sus-
pended after a traffic stop at 
Pennsylvania Avenue and 
Jefferson Street at 10:50 
p.m. Sept. 18. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

CRIMINAL TRESPASS
TO RESIDENCE

Meri K. Baucom, 55, 
of 506 12th St., Mendota, 

was charged with criminal 
trespass to residence after 
police officers responded 
to the report of a distur-
bance in the 500 block of 
12th Street at 12:54 a.m. 
Sept. 19. The subject was 
released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Brayden C. Watkins, 22, 
of 1006 Fifth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended at 
10:35 p.m. Sept. 19. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Michael B. Henderson, 

34, of 104 Second Ave., Men-
dota, was arrested at 7:28 
p.m. Sept. 20 on a LaSalle 
County warrant for failure 
to appear/driving under the 
influence. The subject was 

transported to the LaSalle 
County jail to appear before 
a judge.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Daniel S. Downing, 40, 
of Davenport, Iowa, was 
charged with driving while 
license suspended after a 
traffic stop at U.S. 34 and 
East Fourth Road at 8:19 
p.m. Sept. 20. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Richard W. Freeman, 
37, of 1202 Washington 
St., Mendota, was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended after a traffic stop 
at 13th Avenue and Meriden 
Street at 10:15 p.m. Sept. 21. 
The subject was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – A bridge 
on East 0th Road (Merid-
ian Road) in Troy Grove 
Township will be closed for 
a bridge replacement begin-
ning Monday, Sept. 30. The 
bridge is located 500 feet 
north of North 39th Road 
on County Line, which is 

approximately two miles 
west of Route 251 on the 
County Line.

The work is expected to 
be completed by Dec. 15, 
2024, weather permitting. 
Motorists are advised to use 
alternative routes around the 
construction site.

Bridge work set on Meridian Road

MENDOTA – Incinerator 
(burn pit) hours for the city 
of Mendota are as follows:

• Monday – 3-6 p.m.
• Tuesday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
• Thursday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
• Friday – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Saturday – 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
The incinerator is located 

south of Mendota near the 
sewage treatment plant.

Incinerator
hours

LARGE 
GARAGE SALE
1507 Illinois Ave.

Mendota
Friday only,

Sept. 27
8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Clothes, lots of
household items.

1t39r

Advertise here!
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SPORTS

See Football, Page B2

See Golf, Page B2

In our ESPN, Fox Sports, CBS Sports, ABC 
Sports, TNT Sports, a million sports podcasts, sports 
radio on both FM and AM dials, and every sports 
association has its own channels on every media me-
dium so we know everything happening in sports the 
second it occurs type of society, it is extremely easy 
to get caught up in the now.

A player breaks a record or two, he’s the greatest 
ever (you should know who I’m talking about).

A coach 
comes up 
with a nev-
er-seen-be-
fore play, he 
should be 
christened 
as the next 
John Wood-
en.

A team 
wins the same number of games or more than a team 
20, 30, 40, 50 years ago, the current squad is better.

Rule changes, medical advancement, technology 
breakthroughs, equipment improvements, air condi-
tioning in practice facilities and arenas (believe it or 
not it wasn’t always a thing), and other intangibles, 
which have changed sports and its athletes over time, 
are overlooked or purposely forgotten to bestow a 
new crown on a new face, new record, new team.

I try to stay away from “The now” to not be “That 
guy.”

However, this time around, I’m going to be.
Since his Major League Baseball debut in 2018, 

Shohei Ohtani has had one headline, one web gem, 
one remarkable game, and one accomplishment after 
another.

And another.
And another.
The 30-year-old was one of few reasons to watch 

or pay attention to baseball from 2021-24 because he 
tore it up as a batter and a pitcher in ways only com-
parable to one man, the Great Bambino, Babe Ruth.  

Ohtani was the 2018 American League Rookie 
of the Year, two-time American League MVP (2021, 
2023), four-time All-MLB First Team, two-time 
All-MLB Second Team, four-time All-Star, two-time 
Silver Slugger Award recipient, three-time Edgar 
Martinez Award winner, earned the Hank Aaron 
Award, led the American League in home runs in 
2023 and in triples in 2021.

Oh, he was also the Associated Press Male Athlete 
of the Year twice (2021, 2023).

Quite an impressive resume for a 30-year-old, who 
has only been in the MLB for six years.

Well, the above listed credentials were overshad-
owed by a whale of a feat on Sept. 19.

Not just a feat, he created his own club.
Ohtani is the inaugural member of the 50-50 club 

as he became the first baseball player to hit 50 home 
runs and steal 50 bases in the same season, in history. 
Which means, he did something no one has ever done 
since the National League was created in 1876, the 
American League in 1901, or Major League Baseball 
in 1903.

Read those years again. And then remember, we’re 
in 2024.

On Sept. 19, the man went nuts against the Miami 
Marlins to begin the club as he was 6-of-6 at the plate 
with three home runs, two doubles, 10 RBI, and stole 
two bases, which is going down as one of the best 
performances of all time.

Honestly, I don’t know if this stat line is possible 
in the video game, MLB The Show, even set on easy 
difficulty, stacking the lineups, and using every cheat 
code (are cheat codes still a thing) possible.

The former Los Angeles Angel now Los Angeles 
Dodger is putting up video game numbers in real life 
at a level thought impossible and now imagined to be 
unduplicated.

Not only did he put up numbers we have never 
seen before, but he did something else we haven’t 
done all season long, he has made us interested in 
baseball again.

For us Chicago or Midwest baseball fans, there 
hasn’t been much to cheer about since the Chicago 
Cubs won the World Series in 2016. On the other 
pendulum of Ohtani making history this season, the 
Chicago White Sox have lost 120 games, which is 
tied for the most in league history. The Sux have five 
more games on the schedule.

OK, I’m done crying now, back to Ohtani.
He is the real deal.
His swing is as beautiful as Ken Griffey Jr.
His speed bag speed clocks in with Ricky Hender-

son.
He’s hitting home runs out of the park on tier with 

Barry Bonds, Roger Maris, Hank Aaron, Albert Pu-
jols, Sammy Sosa, and Mark McGwire whether they 
were using PEDs or not.

If a player is on par with icons we call the best 
players of their time or in league history, on all cate-
gories, not just one which is how players usually find 
themselves in the “He’s the new greatest” conversa-
tion, then maybe Ohtani is the greatest.

There will be feedback to this. Some will probably 
say I’m stuck in the now. I’m actually positive of it.

But, if you look at the resume, add the fact he just 
created a club and did something that has never been 
done before, even in 2024, Shohei Ohtani being the 
best player of all-time is a reality.

And he’s nowhere near retirement.

Is Shohei Ohtani 
the best ever?

Not the
Last Chance

By Brandon
LaChance

Mendota’s freshmen golf-
ers participated in the Three 
Rivers Conference Freshman 
Invitational on Sept. 16 at 
Kewanee. No team scores 
were kept.

Trojan golfer Esten Otero 
finished second overall in the 
tournament with a 43, while 
teammate Ashtyn Stamberg-
er tied for third with a 44. 
Other Mendota golfers in 
the field were Corbin Doll 
(49), Maddox Rosales (53), 
Kamilah Preciado (57) and 
Dell Dennis (59).

Braydon Oakes of Rock-
ridge was the overall cham-
pion with a 38.

***
The Mendota golfers took 

on two other teams in a trian-
gular at Princeton’s Chapel 
Hill on Sept. 17. Riverdale 
came away with the win, 
shooting a 149, followed 
by the Trojans (157) and 
Princeton (172).

Dane Doyle, Grady Jones 
and Jonas Fitzgerald all 
turned in rounds of 39 to pace 
the Trojans. Brody Hartt was 
one shot off the pace with a 
40, while Evan McPheeters 
(46) and Alex Holland (56) 
also competed.

Riverdale’s Mason Smy-
ser was the medalist with 
a 34.

Mendota claimed the win 
in the junior varsity compe-
tition with a 174. Princeton 
and Riverdale both had a 192.

MHS golfers pressing on toward regional

Mendota golfers Brody Hartt (second place), left, and 
Jonas Fitzgerald (tie for sixth) finished in the top 10 of the 
Princeton Invitational on Sept. 21. (Photo contributed)

LaSALLE – The Mendota Trojan golfers have been 
assigned to the LaSalle-Peru Class 2A Regional Golf 
Tournament to be held Wednesday, Oct. 2 at Senica’s 
Oak Ridge Golf Club in LaSalle.

Other schools in the regional include Burlington 
Central, Genoa-Kingston, LaSalle-Peru, Maple Park 
Kaneland, Ottawa, Plano, Sandwich and Sycamore.

Members of the first-, second-, and third-place teams 
in the regional will advance to the sectional. In addition, 
the 10 best scoring individuals that are not members of 
a qualifying team shall also advance from the regional 
to the sectional tournament.

The sectional will be hosted by Maple Park Kaneland 
and will be contested at Hughes Creek Golf Course in 
Elburn on Monday, Oct. 7.

Linksters in L-P Regional Oct. 2
Otero led the way for the 

Trojans with a 42, which was 
good enough for meet med-
alist honors. Nick Sheridan, 
Kooper Novak and Rosales 
all checked in with 44s, 
while Collin Coss (47) and 
Stamberger (48) completed 
the MHS lineup.

***
Mendota went up against 

two other Three Rivers Con-
ference foes and came out a 
winner in varsity and junior 
varsity action on Sept. 19 at 
Kewanee. The Trojan varsity 
squad fired a 177 to beat out 
Kewanee (192) and Sherrard 
(196).

Hartt carded a 39 to 
earn meet medalist honors. 
Other MHS golfers con-
tributing to the team score 
were Fitzgerald with a 44, 
and Doyle and Jones both 
with 47s. Holland (49) and 
McPheeters completed the 
lineup.

Mendota downed Sher-
rard, 191-234, in the junior 
varsity meet.

Rosales had the low 
score for the Trojans with 
a 45, while Coss was one 
shot back with a 46. Also 
hitting the links for the JV 
team were Otero (50), No-
vak (50), Sheridan (53) and 
Stamberger (57).

Mendota dispatched Somonauk, 8-1, 
in varsity boys’ soccer action on Sept. 21 
at Somonauk.

The Bobcats scored the first goal of the 
game, but Mendota came back with two 
goals before halftime. It was all Trojans in 
the second half as they tacked on six more 
goals to win going away.

Johan Cortez, Cesar Casas and Sebas-
tian Carlos booted in two goals apiece, 
while Mauricio Martinez and Isaac Diaz 
also got shots past the Somonauk goalie. 
Mendota assists went to Cortez (two), 

Casas (two) and Aaden Castle (one).
Mateo Goy had two goalie saves for 

the Trojans.
***

The Trojans (12-1-1) rolled over Stre-
ator, 9-0, on Sept. 23 at the MHS field.

Cortez and Diaz each found the net 
twice for Mendota. One goal apiece went 
to Martinez, Carlos, Cesar Casas, Mauricio 
Salinas and Sam Matura.

Picking up assists were Martinez, 
Cortez, Salinas, Castle, Gael Garcia and 
Ramiro Palacios.

MENDOTA – A solid 
Erie-Prophetstown squad 
took out the Mendota Spik-
ers, 25-17, 25-16 in Three 
Rivers Conference volley-
ball action on Sept. 17 at the 
MHS gym. Mendota is 1-3 in 
league play.

Laylie Denault and Ella 
Coss led the net attack 
with 10 and nine kills, 

respectively, while Ella 
Martin provided 14 assists 
and Ava Eddy pulled up 
eight digs.

“This was the best match 
we played this year,” said 
Mendota coach Demi Sala-
zar. “The rallies were incred-
ible. I saw the girls not back 
down against the best team 
in our conference.”

Boys’ soccer improves to 12-1-1

Mendota High School 
was in action against seven 
other area teams in a cross 
country meet at LaSalle-Peru 
on Sept. 17.

Fifty-six runners com-
peted in the boys’ three-mile 
race, won by Somonauk’s 
Landin Stillwell (16:36). 
Mendota harrier Anthony 
Kelson was second in 16:44, 
while Griffin Hammers of LP 
was 3rd in 17:21. Also racing 
for the Trojans were Carlos 
Toribio (19:50, 15th), Hector 
Gonzalez (21:30, 29th), Aid-
en Fisher (25:35, 45th), Travis 
Mumm (27:09, 50th) and 
Gage Richey (29:13, 53rd).

LP’s 39 points earned top 
honors, followed by Ottawa 
70, Princeton 71, and So-
monauk 96. Mendota was 
fifth with 115 and Streator 
was sixth with 127.

Princeton’s Ruby Acker 
(20:56) was first through the 
chute in the girls’ race, while 
Ottawa’s Georgia Kirkpat-
rick (21:46) and Princeton’s 
Payton Frueh (22:45) were 
second and third, respec-
tively. Mendota’s two lone 
finishes belonged to Emily 
Banks (33:53) and Payton 
Stavropoulos (37:51)

Ottawa won with 28 
points, followed by Princ-
eton (50), LP (71), and 
Streator (93).

***
Thirty-eight teams assem-

bled at Walnut Junior High 
for the annual running of the 
Dale Donner Invite, hosted 
by Bureau Valley on Sept. 21.

Williamsville’s Lucas Hol-
linshead had the top finish in the 
boys 3.02-mile race in a time 
of 16:02. MHS’s Kelson took 
fifth place in a time of 16:47. 
Other finishes for Mendota 
included Toribio (20:43, 95th), 
Gonzalez (23:09, 131st), Spen-
cer Kain (25:03, 155th), Fisher 
(25:04, 156th) and Mumm 
(27:51, 168th).

Elmwood won the team 
scoring with 59 points, fol-
lowed by Illinois Valley Cen-
tral (102) and East Dubuque 
(124). Mendota placed 19th 
with 437 points.

The girls’ varsity race 
was won by Sundara Weber 
of Sandwich in a time of 
18:03. MHS was represented 
by Banks (32:00, 165th) and 
Stavropoulos (36:52, 181st)

Sandwich tallied 92 
points for the title, followed 
by Williamsburg (112) and 
Cambridge (127).

In the freshman-sopho-
more 2.5-mile race, Everett 
Henderson of Tremont was 
victorious with a time of 14:13. 
Mendota competitors were 
Ryder Woods (17:34, 38th) 
and Richey ((23:43, 79th).

Harriers race
at L-P & BV
Invitational

Next for
the Trojans

Opponent: Friday, 
Sept. 27 vs. Sherrard at 
the MHS field. Kickoff 
at 7 p.m.

Last year: Did not 
play.

Last week: Sherrard 
gained its first win of 
the season with a 20-14 
verdict over Hall.

MENDOTA - When Mon-
mouth-Roseville scored a 
touchdown in the first 21 
seconds of the game, you 
could sense it was going to 
make its two-hour plus bus 
ride to Mendota worthwhile.

The Titans did just that as 
they no doubt enjoyed their 
long trek home after rolling to 
a 49-10 win over the Trojans 
in a Three Rivers Conference 
Mississippi Division contest 
on Sept. 20 at the MHS field.

After four weeks of the 
season, Mendota is still 
searching for a win while 
Monmouth-Roseville re-
mained perfect at 4-0.

After the initial score, 
the Titans reeled off one 
more TD in the first quarter 
and then four more in the 

Mendota’s Joe Stewart attempts to pull down Monmouth-Roseville’s Nick Huston from 
behind during varsity football action on Sept. 20 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Monmouth-Roseville tops Trojans

second period to go up 42-0 
at intermission and ensure a 
running clock in the second 
half. The Trojans managed to 
avoid the shutout when they 
tallied the only points of the 
fourth frame.

Monmouth-Roseville 
won the coin toss to start 

the game and chose to re-
ceive, and it turned out to be 
a good decision. The Titans’ 
Payton Thompson returned 
the opening kick 43 yards 
to the Mendota 40-yard line, 
then on the first play from 
scrimmage, Thompson took 
a handoff and maneuvered 
his way 40 yards to the end 
zone with just 21 seconds 
elapsed from the clock. Ivan 
Godina was good on his PAT 
kick.

Mendota’s opening pos-
session resulted in a punt that 
set up Monmouth-Roseville 
in good field position at its 
own 43. The Titans ran nine 
plays to cover 57 yards, end-

Spikers fall to Erie-P.
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SPORTS

PUBLIC AUCTION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2024

10:00 AM CST START
HELD AT: TRI COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS (FIRST AVENUE), 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS
(ROUTE 34 TO MENDOTA AND GO TO FIRST AVENUE (EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN) AND TURN SOUTH AT ZIGGY’S TO FAIRGROUNDS)
FULL LISTING AND PHOTOS ON AUCTIONZIP.COM
ANTIQUES, PRIMITIVES, COLLECTOR 

TOYS, FURNITURE
OAK KITCHEN CABINET, COPPER CLAD COOK STOVE, 
PUMP JACK, JOHN DEERE COLLECTOR TOYS AND COL-
LECTIBLES, MOTHER HUBBARD WASHBOARD, PRIM-
ITIVE FARM MACHINERY, TRACTOR AND IMPLEMENT  
MANUALS, MINNEAPOLIS MOLINE COLLECTIBLES, MET-
AL SIGNS, DEPRESSION GLASSWARE, HUMMELS, MILK 
BOTTLES, KITCHEN ITEMS, SHOP AND YARD TOOLS, 
ADJUSTABLE KING SIZE BEDROOM SET, RECLINER LO-
VESEAT, DR TRIMMER,  MOWER, POWER WASHER, AND 
MUCH MORE

SELLERS:
KENNETH AND SHARON FUNFSINN

JANICE DOTY
BECKER AUCTION SERVICE

LA MOILLE, ILLINOIS
815-638-2686

The Village of Sublette is looking 
for an INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

to serve as a maintenance  
contractor for the Village  

beginning November 12, 2024.
The contract document and  

specifications may be obtained by  
calling Makenzie Kessel 

815-973-2385
Please contact Kessel on or before  

October 7th by 6:30 p.m.

09
11

20
24

***
The Trojans finished sec-

ond in the nine-team Prince-
ton Invitational on Sept. 21 at 
Chapel Hill. Mendota had a 
score of 352, while Hall won 
the event with a 330. Other 
schools competing were 
Princeton (354), Newman 
(363), LaSalle-Peru (367), 
Rock Falls (376), Sherrard 
(395), Kewanee (424) and 
Chillicothe IVC (426). Hall’s 
Landen Plym was the indi-
vidual champion with a 72.

Mendota had two top 10 
finalists – Hartt in second 
place with an 82 and Fitz-
gerald tied for sixth with an 
87. Also participating for the 
Trojans were Doyle (89), 
Jones (94), McPheeters (108) 
and Holland (109).

***
Mendota competed in the 

Three Rivers Conference 
meet on Sept. 23 at Sher-
rard. The. Trojans finished 
in seventh place with a 377. 
The top six teams were 
Riverdale (316), Hall (334), 
Princeton (343), Erie (352), 
Mercer County (356) and 
Rockridge (359).

Doyle had the low 
score for MHS with an 
88. Hartt followed with 
a 92, while Holland (98), 
Jones (99), Fitzgerald (100) 
and McPheeters (106) also 
played for the Trojans.

Aidan Dorathy of Riv-
erdale was the individual 
champion with a 70, four 
strokes better than Hall’s 
Landen Plym.

ing in a 10-yard touchdown 
scamper by Nick Huston, 
followed by a Godina ex-
tra-point kick to make it 14-0.

Mendota’s next two pos-
sessions resulted in turn-
overs that were turned into 
scores by the Titans. Mon-
mouth-Roseville defensive 
back Andy Myers intercept-
ed an Aden Tillman pass at 
his own 47, and then Myers 
the quarterback finished off 
a speedy four-play, 53-yard 
drive with a 22-yard touch-
down run less than a minute 
into the second period. Go-
dina’s PAT kick was good.

On Mendota’s next series, 
Tillman fumbled and the 
Titans’ Cody Johnson recov-
ered at the Trojan 10-yard 
line. Monmouth-Roseville 
was back in the end zone two 
players later on a 5-yard run 
by Landon Montroy. Godina 
split the uprights with his 
extra-point kick.

The Titans tacked on two 
more touchdowns before the 
half. Mendota turned the ball 
over on downs at its own 49. 
An Andrew Way 4-yard run 
capped off a four-play drive, 
followed by a Godina kick to 
make it 36-0 with 6:55 left 
in the half.

Mendota punted the ball 
back to Monmouth-Rose-
ville after a stalled drive, 
pinning the Titans back at 
their own 11 with just 2:44 to 

Three Rivers
Mississippi Division
Football Standings

	 TR	 OA
Princeton	 2-0	 4-0
Monmouth-R.	 2-0	 4-0
Hall	 1-1	 1-3
Sherrard	 1-1	 1-3
Mendota	 0-2	 0-4
Kewanee	 0-2	 1-3

Friday, Sept. 20
Monmouth-R. 49, Mendota 10
Princeton 44, Kewanee 15
Sherrard 20, Hall 14

Friday, Sept. 27
Sherrard at Mendota
Princeton at Monmouth-R.
Kewanee at Hall

MONMOUTH-ROSEVILLE 49, MENDOTA 10
Monmouth-R.	 14	 28	 7	 0	 -	 49
Mendota	 0	 0	 0	 10	 -	 10

SCORING SUMMARY
MR - Thompson 40 run (Godina kick), 11:39 1Q
MR - Huston 10 run (Godina kick), 2:30 1Q
MR - Myers 22 run (Godina kick), 11:12 2Q
MR - Montroy 5 run (Godina kick), 9:48 2Q
MR - Way 4 run (Godina kick), 6:55 2Q
MR - Thompson 59 run (Godina kick), 1:14 2Q
MR - Noel 4 run (Godina kick), 8:30 3Q
ME - Serrano 28 field goal, 11:54 4Q
ME - Ossman 10 run (Serrano kick), 1:16 4Q

	 MR	 ME
First Downs	 17	 10
Rushes-Yards	 33-318	 35-133
Passing Yards	 10	 28
Passes	 1-1-0	 4-12-2
Fumbles-Lost	 1-1	 1-1
Punts-Avg	 0-0	 2-42
Penalties-Yards	 1-5	 2-15

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing – MENDOTA: Ossman 12-70, Freeman 3-27, 
Lesley 5-14, Price 4-12, Watson 1-5, Tillman 10-5; 
MONMOUTH-R.: Thompson 5-110, Huston 8-93, Way 
5-33, Montroy 3-26, Myers 1-22, Smith 4-16, Bergren 
1-12, Noel 2-5, Russell 1-2, Moore 3-(minus 1).
Passing – MENDOTA: Tillman 4-11-2-28, Watson 0-1-
0-0; MONMOUTH-R.: Myers 1-1-0-10.
Receiving – MENDOTA: Freeman 4-28; MON-
MOUTH-R.: Thompson 1-10.

• Trojan Yardstick •

go before halftime.  But the 
long field ahead didn’t deter 
Monmouth-Roseville from 
adding on one more score 
when Thompson sprinted 
59 yards to paydirt to seal a 
four-play, 89-yard journey. 
Godina added the extra-point 
kick.

The Titans scored the 
only touchdown in the third 
quarter off of another Men-
dota turnover. Elliott Rogers 
swiped a Tillman aerial 
and returned it 38 yards to 
the Trojan 4. Elijah Noel 
finished off the short drive 
with a 4-yard TD run. Godina 
ended a perfect night with his 
seventh PAT kick.

The Trojans finally got on 
the board in the fourth frame, 
starting with a 28-yard field 
goal by Angil Serrano.

Mendota’s Joe Stewart 
recovered a Monmouth-Ros-
eville fumble and the Trojans 
parlayed that into a sev-
en-play, 54-yard touchdown 
drive, culminated by a 10-
yard run by Wyatt Ossman 
with just over a minute to 
play. Serrano was good on 
the PAT kick.

Mendota ended with 
161 total yards in 47 plays. 
Ossman rushed 12 times 
for 70 yards, while Tillman 
completed four passes for 28 
yards, all to Braiden Free-
man. The Titans gained 328 
yards in just 34 plays, with 
Thompson churning out 110 
yards in only five totes.

Hall scored all of its 
points in the second half to 
defeat Mendota, 28-0, in 
freshman-sophomore foot-
ball action on Sept. 16 at the 
MHS field.

After a scoreless first 
half, the visitors tallied three 
touchdowns in the third quar-
ter on runs of 30 and 2 yards, 
and a 77-yard punt return for 
a TD. Hall added a 4-yard 
touchdown run in the fourth.

Mendota had 180 yards of 
offense compared to 214 for 
Hall. Daniel Pierce rushed 
eight times for 89 yards for 
the Trojans, while Gavin 
Stevenson completed five 
passes for 37 yards. Oscar 
Castaneda and Ryan Giber-
tini each had two receptions.

***
Monmouth-Roseville 

handed Mendota a 56-16 loss 
on Sept. 23 at Monmouth.

The home team scored the 
first four touchdowns of the 
game to go up 32-0.

Mendota got on the board 
at the 3:32 mark of the sec-
ond quarter on a 7-yard TD 
run by Javier Hernandez 
followed by a two-point run 
by Hernandez.

The Titans tallied three 
straight touchdowns before 
the Trojans closed out the 
scoring on a 5-yard run by 
Hernandez, who also ran in 
the two-pointer.

Mendota (0-4) had 141 
total yards compared to 327 
for Monmouth. Hernandez 
rushed 14 times for 90 
yards. He also completed 
four passes.

Football
Continued from Page B1

DIXON – Dixon shut out 
the Mendota varsity girls’ 
tennis team, 5-0, on Sept. 
17 at Dixon.
Sept. 17 @ Dixon
Dixon 5, Mendota 0

Singles: No. 1 – Ferguson 
(D) def. Ella Lewis (M), 6-0, 
6-0; No. 2 – A. Arjes (D) def. 
Lilly Bokus (M), 6-0, 6-0

Doubles: No. 1 – Lance-B. 
Arjes (D) def. Kylie Gold-
blatt-Leah Stamberger (M), 
6-3, 6-1; No. 2 – Tefiku-Mu-
stapha (D) def. Lauren Hol-
land-Lidia Hernandez (M), 
6-0, 6-3; No. 3 - Herre-
ra-Ortgieson (D) def. Lucie 
Brandner-Chloe Walzer (M), 
6-0, 6-1

Dixon blanks MHS netters

Northbrook Soccer 8th Graders
Northbrook School recognized the eighth graders on its soccer team on Sept. 17. Left 
to right, are coach Ruti Arteaga, Emmanuel Guzman, Isaac Espinoza, Elizandro Oroz-
co, Josh Granados, Illan Garcia, Arian Chavez, Axel Ruiz, Sergio Correa and Lumen 
Setchell. Not pictured: Coach Tom Slater. (Photo contributed)

Northbrook soccer
Sept. 9 vs. Sandwich
“A” game
Northbrook 5, Sandwich 0
Goals: Jose Chavez 2, Isaac 
Espinoza 1, Joshua Granados 
1, Gavin Stamberger 1
Assists: Mario Membreno 1
Saves: Armando Valdes 1
“B” game
Northbrook 1, Sandwich 0
Goal: Omar Hinojosa
Assist: Emiliano Galin-
do-Garcia
Saves: Holden Coss 1

Sept. 10 @ LaSalle Lincoln
“A” game
Northbrook 3, LaSalle 1
Goals: Arian Chavez 1, Mario 
Membreno 1, Axel Ruiz 1
Assists: Arian Chavez 1, Isaac 
Espinoza 1
Saves: Holden Coss 3
“B” game
Northbrook 3, LaSalle 0

Goals: Omar Hinojosa 1, 
Mario Membreno 1, Camilo 
Ramirez 1
Assists: Omar Hinojosa 1, 
Mario Membreno 1
No shots on goal.

Sept. 11 vs. DePue
“A” game
Northbrook 6, DePue 2
Goals: Austin Brown 1, Arian 
Chavez 3, Holden Coss 1, 
Gavin Stamberger 1
Assists: Arian Chavez 1, Ma-
rio Membreno 2, Axel Ruiz 2, 
Santos Salinas 1
Saves: Armando Valdes 3
“B” game
Northbrook 4, DePue 0
Goals: Jose Chavez 1, Hold-
en Coss 1, Emiliano Galin-
do-Garcia 1, Omar Hinojosa 
1
Assists: Herlinda Huizar 1, 
Mario Membreno 1

No shots on goal.

Sept. 14 @ DeKalb
Game 1
Northbrook 7, DeKalb 1
Goals: Arian Chavez 2, 
Emiliano Galindo-Garcia 
1, Mario Membreno 2, 
Elizandro Orozco 1, Gavin 
Stamberger 1
Assists: Arian Chavez 1, Illan 
Garcia 1, Jowell Garcia 1, 
Mario Membreno 1, Lumen 
Setchell 1
Saves: Holden Coss 2, Ar-
mando Valdes 3
Game 2
Northbrook 4, Sterling 1
Goals: Arian Chavez 1, Emilia-
no Galindo-Garcia 1, Axel 
Ruiz 1, Gavin Stamberger 1
Assists: Arian Chavez 1, Jose 
Chavez 1, Axel Ruiz 1
No shots on goal

Golf
Continued from Page B1

F-S gridders
beaten by
2 opponents

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Sept. 11 
– 1. First State Bank 7-1; 2. 
O’Donnell Excavating 5-3; 3. 
Novak Farms 4-4; 4. Mendota 
Monument 4-4; 5. Black Bros. 
3-5; 6. JJ&L Carpentry 1-7

High team game (scratch) 
– First State Bank 1006, Men-
dota Monument 983, JJ&L 
Carpentry 970

High team game (hdcp) – 
JJ&L Carpentry 1237, First 
State Bank 1209, Mendota 
Monument 1195

High team series (scratch) 
– First State Bank 2877, Men-
dota Monument 2742, JJ&L 
Carpentry 2664

High team series (hdcp) – 
First State Bank 3486, JJ&L 
Carpentry 3465, Black Bros 
3408

High individual game 
(scratch) – Matt Novak 269, 
Joe Dimmig 265, Tim Dess-
ing 247

High individual game 
(hdcp) – Brian Foley 299, 
Joe Dimmig 294, Tim Dess-
ing 283

High individual series 
(scratch) – Tim Dessing 
679, Matt Novak 661, Luke 
Ross 658

High individual series 
(hdcp) – Tim Dessing 787, 
Tom Dessing 760, Brian 
Foley 748

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Sept. 
16 – 1. Split Happens 87-2. 
Leagal Beagles 7-3; 3. CM 

Northbrook Middle 
School competed in two 
cross country meets last week.

The boys and girls ran at 
Ottawa Shepherd on Sept. 
18 over a two-mile course.

The Spartan girls finished 
first as a team and Lumen 
Setchell was the overall win-
ner in a time of 15:17. Graci 
Bloomfield (2nd, 15:28) and 
London Jones (7th, 16:19) 
were also in the top 10 finish-
ers. Other runners were Aliya 
Eames (14th, 17:33), Aliya 
Delao (18th, 19:09), Averie Ha-
zelwood (29th, 22:32), Harper 
Stamberger (31st, 22:40), Eve-
lyn Sims (32nd, 23:34), Kendra 
Milus (38th, 24:35).

For the boys, Aisaac Ar-
teaga was eighth in 14:44 and 
Tyler Kenny was 34th in 19:02.

***
The cross country teams 

traveled to Sandwich on 
Sept. 19 for a two-mile race.

Setchell had the top finish 
for the girls, taking sixth in 
a time of 14:11. Bloomfield 
(8th, 14:27), Eames (10th, 
16:04) and Sims (16th, 
20:46) also competed.

In the boys’ race, Arteaga 
was seventh in 14:57 and 
Kenny was ninth in 15:21.

Northbrook X country
competes in 2 meetsBOWLING

Farm 6-4; 4. Bad Kats 4-6; 
5. The Struggle is Real 4-6; 
6. Ramer Inc. 1-9

High team game (scratch) 
– Split Happens 789, Ramer 
Inc. 699, Leagal Beagles 648

High team game (hdcp) 
– Split Happens 1010, CM 
Farm 997, Leagal Beagles 984

High team series (scratch) 
– Split Happens 2104, Ramer 
Inc. 1970, Leagal Beagles 
2907

High team series (hdcp) 
– Leagal Beagles 2915, CM 
Farm 2894, Split Happens 
2767

M e n ’s  h i g h  g a m e 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 254, 
Mike Smith 227, Charlie 
Betz 216

Men’s high game (hdcp) – 
Charlie Betz 298, Mike Smith 
290, Ron Westphal 282

Men’s high series (scratch) 
– Matt Ramer 642, Charlie 
Betz 608, Mike Smith 591

Men’s high series (hdcp) – 
Charlie Betz 854, Mike Smith 
780, Brendan Ramer 754

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Emily Thomas 
265, Gail Sessler 214, Jessica 
Robinson 207

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Emily Thomas 328, 
Gail Sessler 265, Stephanie 
Ramer 263

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Emily Thomas 
622, Gail Sessler 544, Jessica 
Robinson 531

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) -  Emily Thomas 811, 
Stephanie Ramer 758, Audrey 
Holocker 747
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NIE FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 

tool to enhance our local 
students’ understanding of 
the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2024-
2025 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

706 Washington St l 1403 13th Ave
firststatebank.biz l 800.362.9623

706 Washington St l 1403 13th Ave
firststatebank.biz l 800.362.9623

706 Washington St l 1403 13th Ave
firststatebank.biz l 800.362.9623

1501 First Ave., Mendota

COUPON

FREE MCCHICKEN
with purchase of a McChicken.

EXPIRES  12/31/24. REDEEMABLE ONLY AT MCDONALD’S IN MENDOTA.  
COUPON REQUIRED. ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER VISIT. NOT VALID WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER, DISCOUNT, COUPON OR COMBO MEAL. CASH VALUE OF 
1/20TH OF 1 CENT. COUPON MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, AUCTIONED, SOLD, 
COPIED, OR DUPLICATED IN ANY WAY OR TRANSMITTED VIA ELECTRONIC ME-
DIA. VALID WHEN PRODUCT IS SERVED. MAY NOT BE VALID FOR ALL ORDERS.

NOW 
HIRING -

EOE

Setchell 
Agency, Ltd.

618 6th Street 
Mendota, IL

 815-539-9311
www.setchellagency.com
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703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2024-2025 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Concert
6 p.m. 

Sunday, 
Oct. 13

449 Reuter 
Road, Amboy

Please contact 
Pastor Rick, 

815-440-5321, 
for more 

information. 

A freewill offering will be received.
A dessert buffet will follow the concert.

09
25

20
24

One of the greatest 
lessons I’ve learned is 
that you can’t be both 
selfish and happy. I 
know this is true through 
my own personal ex-
perience, but more im-
portantly, the Bible has 
some things to say about 
the attitude we should 
have about “self.”

For example, love 
is not selfish. In the 
Amplified Bible, 1 Cor-
inthians 13:5 says love 
“is not self-seeking.” In 
1 Corinthians 15:31, the 
apostle Paul said, “…I 
die daily [I face death 
and die to self]” (AMP), 
which basically means 

The secret to your best life
he was not self-seeking 
but instead focused on 
doing what God called 
him to do with his life.

There are also scrip-
tures that teach us the 
importance of having 
self-control. Galatians 
5:23 lists self-control 
as a fruit of the Spirit, 
and 2 Timothy 1:7 says 
that in Christ, we have 
a spirit “of power and 
of love and…person-
al discipline [abilities 
that result in a calm, 
well-balanced mind and 
self-control].” 

If you’ve lived very 
long, you realize that not 
being selfish requires 

self-control, because 
we’re all born with a 
human nature that is 
selfish. Think about how 
babies act: They are only 
concerned with what 
they need and usually 
cry when they don’t get 
their way.

Thankfully, when 
we experience new life 
in Christ, we die to sin 
(Romans 6:11). But 
even though we die to 
sin, sin does not die. 
That’s why we have to 
continually make the 
decision over and over 
again to choose to do the 
right thing on purpose. 
And we have what it 

takes, in Christ, to do 
what’s right—whether 
we feel like it or not.

As Christians, we’re 
destined to be molded 
into the image of Jesus 
Christ (Romans 8:29). 
Jesus is the greatest ex-
ample of what it means 
to love others and not 
live a selfish life. First 
John 3:16 (NIV) says, 
“This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and 
sisters.”

This scripture shows 
us that Jesus gave every-
thing when He demon-
strated His love for us. 
And we are to follow 
His example. 

The truth is, loving 
others is not always 
easy, and it always costs 
us something: time, 
money, convenience, 
etc. But through our 
relationship with Christ, 
we can find the strength 
and ability to love oth-
ers, even when it seems 
to cost more than we 
think we can give. 

God is faithful to give 
us His love, grace, and 
wisdom to reach out and 
be a blessing to others. 
And when we do, we 
end up receiving more 
joy and peace than we 
had before.

It’s important to 
understand that God 
doesn’t expect you to 
take this to such an 
extreme that you don’t 
take care of yourself. 

We need to use wisdom 
so we can be healthy 
emotionally, mentally, 
and physically while 
we’re helping others. In 
following Jesus’ exam-
ple, remember to make 
your relationship with 
God your number one 
priority and do what He 
puts in your heart to do. 

The world is full of 
lonely, hurting people 
who are hungry for the 
love of God and the hope 
that is only found in Je-
sus. I want to encourage 
you to get rid of a “What 
about me?” mindset 
and instead pray, “God, 
show me someone who 
needs a blessing. Show 
me someone I can help.”

We all have room to 
grow in our relationship 
with God, and learning 
how to reach out to 
others is a big part of 
that process. I used to 
be self-centered and 
focused on getting my 
way all the time. And 
I was miserable! But 
now I am happier than 
I’ve ever been because I 
don’t spend all my time 
thinking about what I 
want, what I think, and 
how I feel. The truth is, 
you can’t be happy if 
the center of your life 
is you!

Imagine how differ-
ent the world would 
be if everyone would 
just do one nice thing 
to help someone else 
every day. It can be so 
simple to put a smile on 
someone’s face. Give 
a compliment, give 

something away, take 
the time to listen, open 
a door for someone, let 
someone go before you 
in line at the store…the 
list could go on and on. 

Make it your business 
to regularly reach out 
to people around you, 
encouraging them and 
meeting their needs as 
you are able to do it. Be 
determined each day to 
do at least one thing for 
someone else that makes 
their life better. Trust 
me: You’ll discover that 
serving God by loving 
others is the most won-
derful, exciting thing 
you can do!

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
three-part teaching re-
source Do Unto Others. 
You can also contact 
us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or vis-
iting www.joycemeyer.
org

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and OVERCOMING 
EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday 
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

HORNER-MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Sept. 29 -  9 a.m. Sunday School;
9:30 a.m. Worship service

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Sept. 26 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
Sept. 27 - 10 a.m. Newsletter 

folding

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Sept. 25 - 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
class

Sept. 28 - 8-11 a.m. Volunteer 
at N.I.C.E.

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Esarhaddon (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. In Esther 2, what was Hegai 
“the keeper” of regarding King 
Ahasuerus? Holy Grail, Weapons, 
The women, Grain of the fields  
3. What New Testament person 
was the “voice of one crying in the 
wilderness”? Judas, Jude, Jehovah, 
John the Baptist
4. From Proverbs 22, what is 
bound up in the heart of a child? 
Foolishness, Mischief, Love, 
Rebellion
5. In biblical times, what were 
small copper coins called? Pennies, 
Shekels, Mites, Paschals
6. From Judges 10, who had 30 
sons that rode 30 donkeys? Elijah, 
Jair, Ezekiel, Job
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) The 
women, 3) John the Baptist, 4) 
Foolishness, 5) Mites, 6) Jair
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LASALLE COUNTY - 
IN PROBATE 

NO. 2024PR000148 
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
Gerald W. Borchelt, 
Deceased. 

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Gerald W. Borchelt. 
Letters of Office as In-
dependent Executor 
were issued to Matthew 
Smith, 416 E. Benton 
Street, Morris, Illinois, 
60450 whose Attorney 
is Frank J. Black, Black 
& Black Lawyers , 201 
Liberty Street, Suite 
211, Morris, Illinois 
60450. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of 
the Court at the LaSal-
le County Courthouse, 
119 West Madison 
Street, Ottawa, Illinois 
61350, with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within six months from 
the date of the first pub-
lication of this notice or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not 
filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
MATTHEW SMITH IN-
DEPENDENT EXECU-
TOR
FRANK J. BLACK 
BLACK & BLACK LAW-
YERS 201 LIBERTY 
STREET SUITE 211 
P.O. BOX 148 
MORRIS, IL 60450 
815-942-0594
No. 0902
(Sept. 18, 25 and Oct. 
2, 2024)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Septem-
ber 5, 2024 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk 
of LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all per-
sons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting the 
business known as Iron 
Family Supplements 
located at 605 Bet-
ty Street Earlville, IL. 
60518.
Dated: September 5, 
2024. Chad Cantlin Ap-
plicant.
No. 0905
(Sept. 18, 25 and Oct. 
2, 2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-30 

TO: Ivan Perez-Garcia, 
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern:  
Take notice that on the 
19th day of Septem-
ber, 2024 a petition to 
terminate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-
ny, in the Circuit Court 
of LaSalle County en-
titled ‘In the interest of 
Anthony Perez-Garcia, 
a minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 210 at Otta-
wa on the 30th day of 
October, 2024, at the 
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward 
of the court under that 
Act. The Court has au-
thority in this proceed-
ing to take from you 
the custody and guard-
ianship of the minor, to 
terminate your parental 
rights and to appoint a 
guardian with power 
to consent to adop-

tion. You may lose all 
parental rights to your 
child. If the petition re-
quests the termination 
of your parental rights 
and the appointment of 
a guardian with power 
to consent to adoption, 
you may lose all paren-
tal rights to the child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judg-
ment entered. 
Dated: September 19, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0908
(Sept. 25, Oct. 2 and 9, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-30 

TO: Ada Perez-Garcia, 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern:  
Take notice that on the 
19th day of Septem-
ber, 2024 a petition to 
terminate your parental 
rights was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act 
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-
ny, in the Circuit Court 
of LaSalle County en-
titled ‘In the interest of 
Anthony Perez-Garcia, 
a minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 210 at Otta-
wa on the 30th day of 
October, 2024, at the 
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward 
of the court under that 
Act. The Court has au-
thority in this proceed-
ing to take from you 
the custody and guard-
ianship of the minor, to 
terminate your parental 
rights and to appoint a 
guardian with power 
to consent to adop-
tion. You may lose all 
parental rights to your 
child. If the petition re-
quests the termination 
of your parental rights 
and the appointment of 
a guardian with power 
to consent to adoption, 
you may lose all paren-
tal rights to the child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judg-
ment entered. 
Dated: September 19, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0909
(Sept. 25, Oct. 2 and 9, 
2024)

NOTICE TO 
DISADVANTAGED 

BUSINESSES
Whittaker Construction 
& Excavating, Inc. P.O. 
Box 21, Earlville, Illinois 
60518, 815-246-7119, 
is seeking disadvan-
taged businesses for 
the City of Mendota, 
Phase I Headworks 

and SCADA Upgrades, 
for subcontracting op-
portunities in the fol-
lowing areas: Existing 
Conditions, Concrete 
Reinf, Masonry, Met-
als, Thermal & Moisture 
Protection, Openings, 
Finishes, Specialties, 
Equipment, Plumbing, 
HVAC, Electrical, Elec-
tronic Safety & Securi-
ty, Earthwork, Exterior 
Improvements, Utilities, 
Waterway and Marine 
Construction, Process 
Integration, Material 
Processing & Handling 
Equipment, Process 
Gas & Liquid Handling, 
Purification & Storage 
Equipment, and Water 
& Wastewater Equip-
ment. All disadvantaged 
businesses should con-
tact, IN WRITING, (cer-
tified letter, return re-
ceipt requested), Kevin 
Bomstad, to discuss the 
subcontracting opportu-
nities.  All negotiations 
must be completed pri-
or to the bid opening 
date, October 17, 2024. 
Our method of proposal 
evaluation is based on 
the lowest total cost, 
ability to perform the 
work, and receipt of 
properly executed certi-
fication form. EEO
No. 0910
(September 25, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 

furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

513 513 
ROOM FOR RENTROOM FOR RENT

FREE 
Kittens of all colors 
and ages looking 
for good & loving 
homes.
Call 815.538.2630

09232024MS

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab High Country Long 
Box Diesel 4x4, White, 76K Miles ...........$54,900

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2020 GMC K-1500 Crew AT4 4x4 Carbon Pro 
Edition, Loaded, White, 92K Miles ........$37,900 

2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD, Leather,  
Silver, 88K Miles ....................................$21,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LTZ, 6.2L,  
93K Miles, Maroon .......................................$31,900

2017 GMC Acadia SLT 2, AWD, 67K Miles, 
White .......................................................$17,900 

2023 Chevy 3500 High Country Crew 4x4, 
Loaded, Shortbox, Diesel, 40K Miles, Blue...$68,900 

2022 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab LT, Diesel, Shortbox, 
4x4 Z71, 24K Miles, Silver........................$51,900 

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ, One 
Owner, 41K Miles, Black.................$46,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, WT, 5.3L, 
V8, Tow Pkg., 15K Miles, White........$27,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trail Boss LT, 
Leather, Sunroof, 53K Miles, Maroon.$40,900

2021 Chevy Blazer Premier, AWD, Loaded, Gray, 
60K Miles .........................................$30,900

2021 Chevy Blazer 3LT AWD V6, Leather, 
Trailer Package, 66K Miles, Gray..........$25,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT Trail Boss, 53K Miles, Maroon, GM-Certified, 
1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Sunroof, Bedliner and More! 

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT Trail Boss

$40,900

In Mendota
Looking for a  
Responsible  

person to share 
my home,  

expenses and 
house/yard work

$700.00/month 
plus a security 

deposit
• Pets Allowed

• Serious Inquiries 
Only

Call or Text  
815-780-0347  

(please leave a message)
email:  

funeor@yahoo.com

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

FREE
Money Saver
Local News Updates 
& So Much More

In Print & Online
815.539.9396

mendotareporter.com

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

Can’t wait 
for your 
paper?

Visit us
 online @

www.mendotareporter.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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First State Bank
706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave.  

Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Mendota

815-539-3811

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota 

815-539-7459

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota 

815-539-9341

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-5316

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-3557

Pizzas by Marchelloni
1210 Meriden St. • Mendota 

815-538-2145

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5060

Schmidt Sales & Service
209 N. Main St.

 Troy Grove • 815-539-6494
“Quality in an Age of Change”

McDonald’s
Locally owned and operated by

Paul & Mary Breznay
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.

Mendota

Sports-N-Stuff & More
804 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-6354

Purpose Nutrition
1108 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-503-3853

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric

801 Monroe St. • Mendota 
815-539-3828

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 • Member FDIC

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette

815-849-5476

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota  

815-539-3444  
Member NCUA-ESI

Mendota Area YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave. • Mendota 

815-538-2900

Meyers Furniture
Route 251 S. • Mendota • 815-539-6263 

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Dr. • Mendota

815-539-9000

• HOMECOMING 2024 •

2024 Mendota Varsity Football Team

M
endota T

rojans
Sh

er
ra

rd
 T

ig
er

s

Friday, Sept. 27
Purple & Gold Spirit Day

Parade at 3:30 p.m.
• Varsity football game 

at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 28
Homecoming Dance

in the Main Gym 7-10 p.m.

We’re Behind You All The Way Trojans
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