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Hall of Famers 
honored
Oregon CUSD 220 
inducted its Athletic Hall 
of Fame Class of 2024. 
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MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Ogle County Board 
unanimously passed a 
resolution of apprecia-
tion for service for Ogle 
County Animal Control 
Administrator Dr. Thomas 
Champley, who is retiring. 
Champley has served the 
county as animal control 
administrator for 28 years 
after being hired in 1996.

“Tom served as a stead-
fast administrator com-
mitted to promoting and 
preserving the love and 
care of animals and the 
regional values of our 
county,” Board Chairman 
John Finfrock (R-District 7, 
Mt. Morris) said. “Tom per-
sonally fostered and cham-
pioned significant county 
improvements in the animal 
control offices and his im-
pressive persona reflects 
his effectiveness with staff 
and positive impacts on 
citizens of the county. This 

is demonstrated through 
his personal outreach and 
exceptional treatment of 
both people and animals. 
Your vision and community 
commitment will provide a 
lasting legacy.”

Champley thanked his 
staff members from over 
the years and the county 
board.

“I appreciate the support 
I’ve had over the years,” 
Champley said. “I’ve en-
joyed doing this job. I 
appreciate my staff and all 
they do and how they take 
care of me.”

OCHD
The board unanimously 

approved public health 
and sanitation county code 
changes that Board Mem-
ber Dean Fox (R-District 
7, Germany Valley) said 
will help the Ogle County 
Health Department deal 
with issues inside villages 
and municipalities.

“Right now, the health 
department deals with ev-
erything outside the incor-

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 8 a grand opening 
was held for Positive Es-
thetics by Ashley at the 
business’s new location 
at 951 S. 7th St. Suite D 
in Rochelle. The business 
offers services from eye-
brow waxing to facials to 
Brazilian waxes.

The business is owned 
by Ashley Kessen of Ro-
chelle. After being a CNA 
for 15 years and going 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic, she knew she 
wanted to help people 
in a different way. She 
went to school at Debu-
tantes School of Beauty 
in DeKalb and started 
working at Beauty Bar 
in Rochelle for 2.5 years 
after school. 

“I grew my client base 
until I decided to go out 
on my own,” Kessen said. 
“They taught me a lot. And 
helped me grow. I’m an 
esthetician here to make 
people feel beautiful, 

Grand opening held for Positive Esthetics by Ashley
‘I enjoy my work because I love seeing someone smile and just feel confident again’

On Sept. 8 a grand opening was held for Positive Esthetics by Ashley at the business’s new location at 951 S. 
7th St. Suite D in Rochelle. The business offers services from eyebrow waxing to facials to Brazilian waxes.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

maintain their waxing 
needs and their beauty 
inside and out. I enjoy 
my work because I love 
seeing someone smile and 
just feel confident again.” 

Kessen said she came 
across the space through a 
friend and collaborator, AP 

Massage Therapy Owner 
Ashley Patrick, who also 
has a space at 951 S. 7th St.

“I loved how much 
space she has,” Kessen 
said. “I also love the events 
she throws and the ones 
we have collaborated on 
together. We’ll have many 

more to come. That’s what 
I’m most excited about, 
bringing more events 
to the community and 
growing.”

Kessen said she wants 
to provide her service lo-
cally to keep Rochelle-ar-
ea residents from having to 

drive out of town for their 
esthetics needs. 

“Having the support of 
my clients means so much 
to me,” Kessen said. “It’s 
not all about making a dol-
lar, it’s also building those 
relationships and friend-
ships with everyone.”

Champley honored for service as animal control administrator
Public health and sanitation county code changes approved Tuesday

porated parts of the county,” 
Fox said. “From time to 
time, they’re asked to help 
with things in incorporated 
parts of the county. This just 
sets forth a fee schedule to 
help with those things if 
needed so we have that on 

paper.”

BEST
A presentation was made 

at the meeting by Business 
Employment Skills Team 
(BEST) Executive Director 
Carrie Folken. BEST serves 

Ogle County residents and 
administers the federal 
Workforce Innovation Op-
portunity Act. September is 
National Workforce Devel-
opment Month.

See OGLE page 12

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Ogle County Board unanimously passed a 
resolution of appreciation for service for Ogle County Animal Control 
Administrator Dr. Thomas Champley, who is retiring. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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DIXON — September 
is an especially important 
awareness month for the 
public and for behavioral 
healthcare, and Sinnissip-
pi Centers in particular. It 
is both Recovery Month 
and Suicide Prevention 
and Awareness Month. 
This September was very 
special because of the 
return of the Wellness 
and Recovery Celebration 
which took place Sept. 12 
at the Dixon Elks Lodge 
in Dixon. 

“The last Wellness & 
Recovery Celebration 
was held in September 
2019,” Stacie Kemp, 
Sinnissippi Centers’ pres-
ident & CEO, said. “A 
few short months later 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
began which curtailed so 
many in person events. 

Our Peer Panel was a very 
powerful part of the event 
talking about their own 
recovery journeys and 
the very personal reasons 
they dedicate themselves 
to helping others.”

There was also a social 
hour, a light dinner, and 
raffle prizes. The event 
was free and open to the 
public. 

“We were very pleased 
with the turnout consid-
ering it’s been five years 
since this event was held,” 
Kemp said. 

The Wellness & Re-
covery Celebration is 
held in September, which 
is Recovery Month. The 
Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services 
Administration sponsors 
Recovery Month. 

“The Goal of Recov-

September an important awareness month for Sinnissippi Centers
ery Month is to increase 
awareness that treatments 
for substance use disor-
ders and mental illnesses 
work, and that recovery 
is possible,” Kemp said. 
“But just as important, 
is to let people know 
that they can be a great 
support to someone suf-
fering from a substance 
use disorder without any 
special knowledge or 
training, just by being 
there. However, getting 
more information about 
these diseases and disor-
ders is always helpful for 
everyone.”

Some facts to consid-
er:  60% of rural Amer-
icans live in areas with 
a shortage of treatment 
professionals. Distance to 
treatment services in rural 
areas can be a barrier to 
getting treatment. Family 
and friends can play a 
significant role in helping 
address mental illness and 
substance use disorders by 
identifying when some-
one has a problem. 

Only 20% of those with 
a substance use disorder 
get the help they need. 
There are many barriers, 
but stigma and lack of 
coverage or adequate 

coverage are two major 
reasons.

Information for Re-
covery Month online is 
available at www.samhsa.
gov/recovery-month

September is also Sui-
cide Prevention & Aware-
ness Month which seeks 
to raise awareness about 
suicide, a leading cause 
of death for individuals 
in the United States. 

“Another goal is to 
inform people about what 
they can do to help keep 
their loved ones   safe,” 
Kemp said. 

In 2022, a little over 
49,000 Americans died 
due to suicide. In that 
same year, the CDC es-
timates over 13.2 million 
Americans had suicidal 
ideation (thinking about 
suicide). Both are increas-
es over the previous year. 

“People who have 
experienced violence, 
including child abuse, 
bullying, or sexual vio-
lence are at higher risk 
for suicide,” Kemp said. 
“Our goal is ensuring that 
individuals, friends and 
families have access to 
the resources they need to 
discuss suicide prevention 
and to seek help. The more 

that we openly, honestly, 
and directly talk about 
suicide, the more we can 
help to prevent it. We also 
need to look for the signs 
of suicide ideation in those 
around us.”

Some of those signs 
include someone saying 
they feel like a burden, 
being isolated, increased 
anxiety, feeling trapped 
or in unbearable pain, 
increased substance use, 
increased anger or rage, 
extreme mood swings, 
expressing hopelessness, 
and/or talking or posting 
on social media about 
wanting to die.

Who are the people at 
risk? Those with: depres-
sion, other mental health 
concerns, or substance 
use disorders; chronic 
pain; family history of a 
mental health concerns 
or substance use; family 
history of suicide; expo-
sure to family violence, 
including physical or 
sexual abuse; having re-
cently been released from 
prison or jail; a history 
of suicide attempts; and 
exposure, either directly 
or indirectly, to others’ 
suicidal behavior, such as 
that of family members, 

peers, or celebrities.
“What can you do? 

Safeguard the people in 
your life from the risk of 
suicide and support them: 
Ask how they are doing, 
ask about what’s going 
on in their life,” Kemp 
said. “Keep them safe as 
best you can. Just be there 
for them to listen and be 
non-judgmental, don’t try 
to ‘fix them’. Help them 
connect to any treatment 
or support resources they 
need. Follow up with 
them to make sure they 
are OK.”

A great resource some-
one in crisis can utilize is 
the 988 Suicide and Crisis 
Lifeline. You can call 
them by dialing 988, send 
a text to 988, or even chat 
online at 988lifeline.org. 

Sinnissippi Centers 
also has a 24-hour toll 
free number you can use 
for someone in crisis (800-
242-7642). Another great 
resource is the American 
Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention’s website at 
www.afsp.org. Sinnissip-
pi Centers also maintains 
an extensive links page for 
all behavioral healthcare 
topics at www.sinnissippi.
org 

On Saturday, Sept. 14 the Polo Lions put the siding on the baseball dugouts at Westside Park to finish the project. (Courtesy photos)
Polo Lions finish dugout project

SPRINGFIELD  – 
Counties across Illinois 
were tasked with gathering 
non-perishable food and 
care items as part of the 
annual, statewide 4-H Can 
Make a Difference Food 
Drive held in conjunction 
with the Illinois State Fair 
Aug. 9-11. 

“In Illinois, over 1.5 
million people face hunger, 

which translates into one in 
eight people facing hunger 
or one in six children,” 
says University of Illinois 
4-H youth development 
specialist Katie Duitsman. 

This initiative began 
over 25 years ago and 
represents the power of 
Illinois counties pulling 
together to create a larger 
change. Counties gathered 

donations locally and co-
ordinated transport to the 
Illinois State Fair. 

Over 1,000 items were 
donated over the course of 
the three days. Counties 
participated in a friendly 
competition to see who 
could donate the most items 
to the drive. The top three 
counties this year were 
Ogle County, Macoupin 

County, and Will County. 
The top three counties will 
receive funds to support 
local community service 
initiatives for the 2024-
2025 4-H Year. 

“This food drive show-
cases the incredible impact 
that young people can have 
when given the opportu-
nity to lead,” Duitsman 
said. “Their dedication to 

fighting hunger in their 
communities is inspiring 
and makes a real difference 
for families across Illinois.” 

This initiative is state-
wide youth led service 
initiative headed by the 
Illinois 4-H Youth Lead-
ership Team and the result 
of the team’s second year 
of planning the event. 

“Our youth are not just 

the leaders of tomorrow 
– they are driving change 
today,” Duitsman said. 
“Through efforts like this, 
they’re learning the value 
of service, collaboration, 
and making a lasting im-
pact on the world around 
them.” 

This event will return to 
the State Fair in the summer 
of 2025.

Ogle County places top 3 in state 4-H initiative to fight hunger

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 622-4619

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! 1+ acre lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Developer approval required for Builder and floor 
plan. Lot 6: 1.779 acre $74,000 -- Lot 11: 1.202 acre $69,000 
Lot 12: 1.31 acre $69,000 -- Lot 13: 1.171 acre $70,000. These remaining 
lots are either full or partial exposure.

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

501 S. 2nd Street, Oregon

$15,000 dickersonnieman.com/202307306
CORNER LOT! In established residential neighborhood in the quaint 
town of Oregon. Buildable lot! Choose your builder to plant some 
roots where mature trees line the street and the schools are award-
winning. Water, sewer, natural gas, and electric at street. Walking 
distance to downtown, parks, local eateries, the local recreation 
center, local dog park, and so much more. If historical, small towns 
are for you, this may just be the perfect location.

HEATHER MANIS
(815) 871-1269

1110 Burlington Way, Davis Junction

$280,220 dickersonnieman.com/202402915
NEW CONSTRUCTION IN DAVIS JUNCTION! The Ogle Crossing 
Community. 3 bed open concept Great room Ranch Plan 1580 
SF. Kitchen has island with breakfast bar, white cabinets, quartz 
countertop with stainless range, dishwasher & microwave. Primary 
bedroom with private bath, walk-in closet, 1st floor laundry. Concrete 
patio, 3 car garage, full basement. Agent owned.

JOE CONTARINO
(815) 978-8677
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doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net

05
15

20
17Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?

Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION!

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

Don’t miss this 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home 
on 1.24 wooded acres. 
Large eat-in kitchen 
with granite counters 
and SS appliances, 
master bedroom suite 
w/deck overlooking the 
woods. Finished walk 
out lower level.

642 W. Jennie Lane, Oregon
$209,999

Are you confused
about the current
real estate market?

Whether you're
buying or selling

I can help.
CALL TODAY!

OGLE COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION 
WINTER STORAGE

The Ogle County Fair Storage Day is approaching. All returning 
customers from 2023 may bring your cars, boats, campers, 
trailers, etc. on Saturday, October 26, 9 – 12:00.  New customers 
can place units in storage on Saturday, November 2, 2024,  
9 – 12:00 at the Fairgrounds. There are no reserved spots.

Information needed when checking in: Owners Name, address, 
phone number, and email. The storage item’s brand, color, height, 
length (including trailer & hitch), width, license plate number, and 
its approximate value.

Maximum height is 12 feet for all units (including anything on 
top of the unit, i.e. AC units). Cost is based on the length & width 
of your unit and the type of building you wish to place your unit 
(Exhibit Building = $5.00 or Barn = $2.50). The formula is (length 
+ width) x Building price + $40.00 fee.  If storing more than one 
item, the $40 fee is only charged on the first unit. Contracts can 
be found on the website: www.oglecountyfair.com.

Units placed into storage first are the last to be removed (i.e., 
Last In must be First Out). Spring checkout day is Saturday, 
March 22, 2025, at 9:00 am.

QUESTIONS:  Call the fair office at 1-815-732-6962.

Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

Over the weekend of Sept. 13-15, the Annual Creston Booster Days festival was held in Creston. Friday featured a steak fry in the park, a beer garden, Skinners’ 
Amusements and The Killer Bs on Stage.  Saturday featured a pancake breakfast, a craft and vendor show, a kids parade, bingo, face painting, Marcie & The Highlights 
and Wildwood Country on stage, a beer garden and amusements, and fireworks. Sunday featured a community church service, antique tractor pulls, vintage baseball, 

the Main Street parade, Bill’$ Toupee on stage, a beer garden and amusements, and the 50/50 raffle drawing. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)

Creston Booster Days held over the weekend of Sept. 13-15

MONROE CENTER 
— Due to most of its fire-
fighters working during 
the weekdays and outside 
the Monroe Center village 
limits, the Monroe Town-
ship Fire & Ambulance 
Protection District, also 
known as Monroe Center 
Fire, is looking to expand 
its paid-on-call positions to 
part-time as well. 

According to the United 
States Fire Administration, 
there are currently 27,182 
registered fire departments 
in the United States, and 
in Illinois, we have 1,107 
registered fire departments. 
Within those 27,182 reg-
istered fire departments 
in the United States are 

some 1,208,300 firefight-
ers. Within Illinois, we 
have 65.2% volunteers, 
14.1% mostly volunteers, 
6.2% mostly career, and 
14.5% career firefighters. 
Monroe Township Fire is 
a paid-on-call department, 
which would fall under the 
mostly volunteer status.

The Monroe Township 
Fire District was organized 
in 1952 for $1,000, as a 
volunteer organization to 
protect the residents and 
farms. As the years went 
by many members who 
assisted in developing 
this organization have 
left a legacy today. The 
Monroe Township Fire 
& Ambulance Protection 

District moved from an 
all-volunteer organization 
in 2009 to a paid-on call 
organization as the fire 
chief sought ways to keep 
the members active due to 
the rising costs of fuel. 

“Taking care of the fire-
fighters who take care of 
our community is essential 
to the fire chief,” Deputy 
Chief Richard Wilson said. 
“Without the dedication of 
each member, we would 
not be able to support our 
community when an emer-
gency arises. Carrying this 
paid-on call position for 15 
years has now moved us 
into adding a position to 
our organization.

The exciting news I 

share with you today is 
that the fire chief and the 
Board of Trustees identi-
fied that many times we 
draw resources from our 
neighboring communities 
due to our members work-
ing out of town when the 
emergency occurs. 

This causes delays in 
response to rendering aid 
to our residents, so starting 
on Jan. 6, 2025, we will be 
offering station coverage 
in the form of a part-time 
position of firefighter/EMT 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from the hours 
of 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. As we 
monitor this program, we 
will look to expand it to 
all weekdays in the future 

and then move to all days 
of the week followed by 
increasing the eight-hour 
coverage to 10 or 12 hours 
as the need arises.

Those who are current-
ly certified as firefighter/
EMTs or will be certified 
by Jan. 6, 2025, are en-
couraged to apply. MC 
Fire are working under the 
EMS System of Rockford 
MercyHealth Hospital. The 
application period will be 
open from Sept. 23, 2024, 
until Oct. 6, 2024. The 
current starting wage is 
$16/hour. and we currently 
run about 135 calls a year, 
which are expected to rise 
as we now can offer mu-
tual aid to our neighbors 

as well. You can either 
use Facebook, stop by the 
station, call our station at 
815-393-4222, or contact 
me Deputy Chief Richard 
Wilson at  deputy2691@
yahoo.com.

I look forward to meet-
ing all those who apply, as 
we move through the selec-
tion process my goal is to 
onboard up to four persons 
with a minimum of people 
needed. We will be holding 
an orientation on Oct. 19, 
2024, with an interview 
process being held over 
the next two weeks and 
announcing our selections 
on Nov. 4, 2024. Training 
for the new hires will start 
on Nov. 9, 2024, at 8 a.m.”

Monroe Center Fire looking to add part-time positions for first time



MONDAY, SEPT. 23, 2024SECTION A • PAGE 4 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Obituaries

The Ogle County Life/ Rock Valley Shopper
USPS (004-083)  ISSN (1045-3059)

Published every Monday by Rochelle Newspapers, Inc. at 211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068-1183. 
Subscriptions in our service area are free on a requester basis. Periodicals Postage Rates paid at Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Postmaster send address changes to the Ogle County Life/ Rock Valley Shopper, P.O. Box 175, 
Rochelle, IL 61068-9801. The circulation department is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. If you have carrier delivery and your paper fails to arrive by 7 p.m. on Monday, telephone our office 
at 732-2156, if your paper fails to arrive by mail telephone our circulation office at 562-4171, ext. 112. For 
subscriptions, call the LIFE office at 815-732-2156.

ADVERTISING DISCLAIMER
Advertisers please read your ad on the first day of publication. If there are 
mistakes, notify us immediately. We will make changes for errors made on 
our part and we will adjust bills accordingly, but only provided we receive 
notice immediately following the first time the ad appears. We limit our 
liability to you in this way and we do not accept liability for any other 
damages which may result from an error or omission in an ad. All ad copy 
must be approved by the newspaper, which also reserves the right to request 
changes, reject or properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not this 
newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the ad. Advertising is also 
subject to credit approval, and may be refused at any time for any reason.

LOCAL NEWS

MIDDLETON, Wis. 
— Kathleen Louise Zellers 
Bolton, age 73, of Mid-
dleton passed away on 
September 11, 2024, at 
UW Hospital Madison WI. 
Kathy was born on May 3, 
1951, to Archie and Ruth 
(Gunderson) Zellers. She 
married Michael Bolton 
on July 1, 1989, in Prairie 
Du Sac, WI

Kathy graduated from 
Mount Morris High School 
in 1969 and attended UW 
La Crosse, graduating in 
1973 with a B.S. in English. 
After college she worked 
at the Credit Bureau of La 
Crosse, before moving to 
Madison in 1982 to work 
at Complete Channel TV. 
She retired from Charter 
Communications as an I.S. 
Supervisor in 2007.

Kathy was an avid read-
er, enjoyed crossword 
puzzles and word games. 
Kathy loved her cats, play-
ing the piano, attending 
movies and plays, research-
ing history and genealogy, 
weekend drives and stop-

ping at historical markers, 
traveling with Mike and 
shopping for antiques, 
especially for anything 
cobalt blue. She was an 
avid Packer, Badger and 
Brewers fan.

Kathy is survived by 
her husband Mike, a broth-
er Norman (Margaret) 
Zellers, sister Jananne 
(Steven) Dietrich and their 
children Daniel Dietrich, 
Allison (Cody) Buriff, 
Elizabeth (Jason) Kohute, 
and Aunt Julie Stephenson; 
sisters in law Linda (Allan) 
Yanke, Shirley (Emmett) 
Fuller, Mary Powell, Sue 
Evans, Sandy (Kevin) 
Churchill, brothers in law, 
Doug and Dick Bolton, and 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

Kathy was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Stepfather Robert Mar-
shall, mother and father in 
law Clara and Jim Bolton, 
and brothers in law Ken 
Bolton, Dan Powell and 
Randy Evans.

Memorial service will 

be held at Cress Funeral 
Home, Sept 18, 2024, 
at 6021 University Ave, 
Madison WI 53705 from 
11:00AM to 12:30 PM 
with a Celebration of Life 
to be held at Tanners, 2259 
Deming Way, Middleton, 
WI from 1:00 PM to 4:00 
PM. Casual attire, Packers, 
Brewers, Badgers (or even 
Cubs) jerseys are welcome.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to: 
Dane County Humane 
Society 5132 Voges Rd 
Madison WI 53718, Way-
Forward 3502 Parmenter 
St, Middleton WI 53562 
or Opportunity House, 357 
N California St. Sycamore 
IL 60178

OREGON — Wayne 
Wendell Canfield Jr. 
passed away on September 
12, 2024, at the age of 70.

He was born to Wayne 
and Bernadine Canfield 
on April 6, 1954 in Dix-
on, Illinois, and grew up 
in Oregon, Illinois. After 
graduating from high 
school, Wayne became 
an iron worker until his 
retirement. After retire-
ment, he along with his 
life partner, Marty Nelson, 
fulfilled their life dream 

of living in the mountains 
and moved to Boulder, 
Montana where they spent 
many wonderful years 
together. Wayne also en-
joyed spending time with 
Marty’s children, Jeremy 
and Jessica.

Wayne is survived by 
his two sisters; Beverly 
Johnson of Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, and her two 
children Craig and Corey 
Johnson, and Judith Banks 
of St. Petersburg, Flori-
da, and her two children 

Leann Corey and Stuart 
Sanderson.

A memorial will be held 
at a later date.

PALM COAST, Fla. 
— Johnathan H. Stone, 54, 
of Oregon unexpectedly 
passed away the morning 
of Sept. 13 at his house in 
Palm Coast, Florida. 

Stone was born in Rock-
ford to Robert R. Stone and 
Lora (Bruce) Stone. He was 
raised and lived most of his 
life in Oregon. 

Johnathan is survived 
by his son Christopher 
Stone, his father Robert E. 
Stone, his brother Joshua 

Stone, his stepfather Dick 
Stone and stepson Micheal 
Bandy. 

He is preceded in death 
by his mother Lora (Bruce) 
Stone and stepmother Lou 
Stone. 

Johnathan gave a lot of 
love to friends, family and 
work. He loved to relax 
with rock music and rock 
festivals. Johnathan was 
always on his Harley, taking 
multiple trips cross country. 
The last years of his life he 

spent in Florida with his 
girlfriend Amanda, where 
he enjoyed the warm sun 
and beautiful beaches. 

Kathleen Louise 
Zellers Bolton

Wayne Wendell 
Canfield Jr.

Johnathan H. Stone

OGLE COUNTY – 
Illinois State Police Troop 
1 Commander, Captain Jo-
seph Blanchette, announces 
the enforcement figures and 
activity for August. 

Illinois State Police 
Troop 1 troopers issued 
1,023 citations, 813 written 
warnings, and made 18 
criminal arrests during the 

month of August. Troopers 
issued 328 citations for 
speeding, 33 citations for 
distracted driving violations, 
and 74 citations for occupant 
restraint violations. 

Troopers investigated 97 
traffic crashes, assisted 257 
motorists, and conducted 
651 commercial motor ve-
hicle inspections, of which 

72 were placed out of service 
for safety reasons. There 
were 27 arrests for driving 
under the influence. 

ISP Troop 1, which en-
compasses Boone, Carroll, 
Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, 
Stephenson, Whiteside and 
Winnebago counties, in-
vestigated one fatal crash 
in August.

ISP Troop 1 announces 
monthly activity for August

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976
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Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Kitchen closed Tue.

VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!
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VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
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is  

Welcome!

Public  
is  

Welcome!

R O C K F O R D 
–  YWCA Northwestern 
Illinois  (YWCA), the re-
gion’s leading organization 
in empowering women 
and eliminating racism, 
has announced the addi-
tion of Amy Seyller to its 
management team as the 
organization’s new Director 
of Fund Development.

As part of YWCA’s 
strategic vision to further 
expand its programs to 
serve the region’s women 
and families, in this role 
Seyller will lead fundraising 
efforts for the organization, 
working with YWCA staff 
and volunteers to meet and 
exceed short- and long-term 
fundraising goals while 
fostering relationships with 
current and prospective 
donors. Seyller will also be 
responsible for managing 
and securing grants to fund 
YWCA programs.

“Since Amy joined 
YWCA in 2021, we have 
witnessed her strong lead-
ership capabilities and the 
tremendous difference her 
work has made for our 
organization and commu-
nity,” said  Kris Macha-
jewski, president and CEO 
of YWCA Northwestern 
Illinois. “As the newest 
member of YWCA’s lead-
ership team, Amy will be 
instrumental in helping 
our organization further 
strengthen our programs so 
we can continue our advoca-
cy for women and families 
in the region.”

YWCA Northwestern Illinois 
Expands Management Team

Most recently serving as 
YWCA’s events manager, 
Seyller brings two decades 
of nonprofit and fund de-
velopment experience to 
her new role. During her 
time with YWCA, Seyller 
has also been instrumen-
tal in launching YWCA’s 
One Table open air dining 
experience and executing 
the organization’s Leader 
Luncheon events.

“I’m thrilled to have the 
opportunity to take the next 
step in my career to lead 
YWCA’s fund development 
efforts to make a measurable 
impact for our region’s 
women and families,” said 
Seyller. “I look forward to 
continuing working with 
our organization’s amazing 
staff and volunteers, as well 
as with current and prospec-
tive donors, to reach our 

Amy Seyller

fundraising goals.”
For more information 

about YWCA Northwestern 
Illinois’ fund development 
program, please visit https://
www.ywcanwil.org/

YWCA Northwest-
ern Illinois has provided 
women’s empowerment 
programming and advo-
cacies  since 1891. The 
organization now serves 
more than 13,500 wom-
en, children, and families 
each month, through child 
care  subsidy, quality  child 
care  access and improve-
ment resources, YWCA La 
Voz Latina’s Hispanic and 
Latino community support 
and resources, the YWCA 
Literacy Council literacy in-
struction and programming 
for families, and community 
racial justice work that pro-
motes a clear commitment 
to equality. 

YWCA Northwestern 
Illinois delivers its mis-
sion, “eliminating racism, 
empowering women, and 
promoting peace, justice, 
freedom and dignity for all,” 
to women and families in the 
six-county area of Boone, Jo 
Daviess, McHenry, Ogle, 
Stephenson, and Winneba-
go, Illinois.

POLO — Polo Wom-
en’s Club, a member of 
the Greater Federation of 
Women’s Clubs (GFWC) 
since 1921, is participat-
ing in the National Day of 
Service (NDS) spotlighting 
food insecurity and hunger 
in the United States.

Club members that vol-
unteer their time and talent 
to this non-profit organi-
zation, are holding a food 
drive on Saturday, Sept. 
28 from 8 a.m. to noon at 
Polo Fresh Food Market.  
All items received will be 
donated to the Polo Food 
Pantry that is in need of 
several specific items but all 
products will be accepted.  

According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
34 million people in the 
U.S. are food insecure, 
nine million children are 
hungry, 53 million people 
turned to food banks fol-
lowing COVID-19 due to 
unemployment, and 100% 
of U.S. Counties have fam-
ilies suffering from food 
insecurity.

The Polo Women’s Club, 
whose slogan is Living the 
Volunteer Spirit, works 
together selecting projects 
and programs based on 
interests and needs in our 
own community while 
benefiting from the exper-
tise and support at district, 

state, regional and national 
levels of GFWC. 

The club supports the 
arts in all Polo schools, 
promoting leadership skills 
at the high school level, ed-
ucating the community on 
the prevention of all forms 
of domestic violence, and 
conducting an annual coat 
drive to provide free items 
to those in need, along with 
other projects throughout 
the year.

For further details on the 
National Day of Service 
Food Drive, or on the Polo 
Women’s Club, please 
contact: Sheila Dean, pres-
ident (815-677-6877) (call 
or text)

DEKALB — The next 
Human Services Trans-
portation Plan (HSTP) 
Regional Transportation 
Committee Meeting for 
Region 3 (Bureau, DeKalb, 
Grundy, Kendall, LaSalle, 
Lee, Ogle, and Putnam 
counties) will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 27 at 10 a.m. 
at the City of DeKalb – 
1216 Market St., DeKalb, 
IL 60115. Human service 
organizations with an inter-
est in public transportation 
are strongly encouraged to 

attend, as well as anyone 
interested in public transit. 
If you would like further 
information, please contact 
via email: hstp@ncicg.org 
or call us at (815) 433-5830. 

We will have reserved 
time slots available for 
public comment via Zoom 
for anyone not able to at-
tend the meeting in person 
between 10:15-10:30 a.m. 
If you would like to partic-
ipate in public comment 
via Zoom during that time 
frame, please contact us at 

(815) 433-5830 to reserve 
your time slot. 

HSTP identifies trans-
portation needs and devel-
ops solutions to improve 
transportation services for 
the general public. An em-
phasis is placed on seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
individuals with lower 
incomes, and veterans. For 
more information about 
NCICG, HSTP, or if special 
accommodations are need-
ed, please contact Connor 
Schwinn at (815) 433-5830.

Polo Women’s Club food drive is Sept. 28

Transportation Committee Meeting is Sept. 27
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LOCAL NEWS

Shown are photos of the three college students, majoring in education, selected as winners of $500 scholarships from the Ogle-Lee Retired Teachers Association and 
the Pamela J Farris Scholarship. Lauren Giddings of Stillman Valley and Abigail Wehler of Mt Morris received their checks from Phil Bratta, scholarship chairman. 

Heather Braden of Oregon received her check from Pamela Farris. (Courtesy photos)

Ogle-Lee Retired Teachers Association names scholarship winners

ROCKFORD — Rock 
Valley College recently 
received grant funding 
for the Trade Review 
and Career Exploration 
(TRACE) Program, which 
is designed for under-
served in-school youth 
between the ages of 16 
and 24 in Winnebago and 
Boone Counties in Illinois, 
with an emphasis on the 
City of Rockford.

The TRACE program 
offers targeted career 
and technical training in 
response to market needs. 
The goal is to reduce 
unemployment rates, in-
crease graduation rates 
from area high schools, 
increase available skilled 
labor, and increase sus-
tainable wage employ-
ment in the trades for 
youth.

This program is in its 
second year of funding 
from the State of Illinois 
to provide access and 
strengthen pathways to 
careers in the “trades” for 
young adults, particularly 
those in underserved com-
munities marked by high 
youth unemployment, low 
graduation rates, or other 
relevant indicators. The 
Illinois Community Col-
lege Board (ICCB) will 
provide approximately 
$400,000 in grant funding 
opportunities to be admin-
istered for this grant. 

The TRACE Trade 
grant provides an opportu-
nity for Rock Valley Col-
lege to reach a diverse de-
mographic of students by 
exposing them to and pro-
viding financial support 
for credentials in various 
career pathways, such as 
Massage Therapy, Truck 
Driver Training, CNC 
Machining, Automotive 
Collision Repair, and 
Forklift training. “These 
programs are ineligible 
for federal financial aid, so 
the Trade Grant provides 
an opportunity to give 
our community members 
opportunities they may 
not have otherwise due 
to financial constraints,” 
shared Dr. Cindi Schaefer 
Tobin, Dean of Early Col-
lege. “In addition to pro-
viding financial support 
to our students in need, 
the Trade grant provides 

wraparound services as 
well – students get an ad-
visor who will help them 
find job opportunities in 
the fields they are getting 
credentials in and who also 
provides professional de-
velopment opportunities 
such as resume writing 
workshops to help pro-
gram participants  secure 
employment.”

Students will earn cred-
it towards completing a 
certificate in each area. If 
they choose to continue 
after high school, they 
will require less time to 
complete the Associate of 
Applied Science degree. 
They will earn credits 
and be provided access 
to advanced technology 
programs for RVC Ca-
reer and Technical Ed-
ucation, where regional 
high school students earn 
college credit towards a 
Certificate or Industry 
Credential(s) using the 
Running Start model, 
which allows students to 
earn a high school diplo-
ma and associate degree 
simultaneously.

“The TRACE Trade 
grant also allows Rock 
Valley College to partner 
with local Trade organi-
zations to expose high 
school students to career 
opportunities in the trades 
before they have even 
finished high school,” said 
Dr. Schaefer Tobin.

The current TRACE 
course offerings at RVC 
include: Truck Driver 
Training, Massage Thera-
py, Forklift Training, and 
Collision Repair.

The Truck Driver 
Training program requires 
a high level of responsibil-
ity and safety awareness. 
Classroom presentations 
and hands-on experience 
are provided to ensure 
that students are well-pre-
pared for the job in an 
entry-level position. This 
comprehensive program 
offers in-depth training on 
the skills and knowledge 
required to operate com-
mercial vehicles safely 
and efficiently. Through 
classroom instruction, 
hands-on driving expe-
rience, and real-world 
scenarios, participants 
will gain the confidence 

and competence needed 
to excel as professional 
truck drivers.   The class 
leads to a Class A Com-
mercial Driver’s License, 
a requirement for driving 
certain types of commer-
cial vehicles.

The Forklift Training 
Program is designed to 
equip participants with the 
essential skills and knowl-
edge to operate forklifts 
safely and efficiently in 
the workplace. This com-
prehensive course covers 
all aspects of forklift op-
eration, including safety 
regulations, equipment 
maintenance, and practi-
cal operation techniques.

The Massage Training 
and Continuing Education 
Program offers both a 
complete certification pro-
gram and continuing edu-
cation classes to help mas-
sage therapists meet their 
licensing requirements. 
Students will develop an 
in-depth understanding of 
the human body and its 
interactions and a strong 
foundation in anatomy 
and physiology, applied 
kinesiology, and patholo-
gy. The program involves 
hands-on learning of basic 
relaxation, therapeutic, 
and clinical approaches. 
After completing a certain 
portion of the program, 
student clinics will be 
available, allowing stu-
dents to perform massage 
on actual clients under the 
supervision of licensed 
massage therapists and 
instructors.

Jamie Fanera, RVC 
massage therapy instruc-
tor and owner of Bodycraft 
Wellness & Massage 
Center, is excited about 
the additional support the 
TRACE grant will pro-
vide, allowing enhanced 
offerings and providing 
even more resources and 
opportunities for our stu-
dents to succeed. “The 
Massage Therapy training 
program at Rock Valley 
College, in partnership 
with Bodycraft Wellness 
& Massage Center, has 
always been dedicated to 
empowering our students 
with the skills and knowl-
edge needed to excel in 
the field. This grant will 
enable us to continue 

Rock Valley College receives grant for TRACE Program
our mission of preparing 
highly qualified massage 
therapists, supporting 
their journey from training 
to licensure, and ultimate-

ly, to successful careers.”
RVC student Zack 

M. took advantage of the 
TRACE grant for Massage 
Therapy training. “The 

Grant was a real gift. It 
allowed me to focus on 
the amazing massage 
program without getting 
sidetracked.” 

FOREST GROVE, 
Ore. — Kaitlyn Davis of 
Polo graduated in August 
2024 from the College of 
Health Professions at Pa-
cific University in Oregon 
with a Master of Science 
degree.

Celebrating 175 years 
of purpose, Pacific Uni-
versity is Washington 

County, Oregon’s only 
comprehensive universi-
ty. With undergraduate, 
graduate and professional 
programs in the arts and 
sciences, business, edu-
cation, health professions 
and optometry, Pacific 
inspires its 3,600 students 
to think, care, create, 
and pursue justice in the 

world. The No. 1 private 
research institution in 
the Northwest, Pacific 
serves its communities 
through campuses in For-
est Grove, Hillsboro, and 
Eugene; healthcare clinics 
throughout the Portland 
area and through 34,000 
alumni pursuing lives of 
purpose globally.

Polo’s Davis graduates 
From Pacific University

DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Confidential counseling services, court advocacy, Latina 
advocacy and shelter programs

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 815-222-8869  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior & Community Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Ogle County Veteran’s Assistance  815-255-9181
Veteran’s Crisis Line  988 then press 1
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN TIME

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of manage-

ment. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for publication. During election times, no letters written by 
the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to 
avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or per-
sonal attacks.  Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a 

letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

DEAR editor,
We are about 

to have a huge 
influx of people who may 
have never been to Oregon. 
They don’t know our roads, 
our businesses, or our life-
style. Offer kindness. Show 
them a Whimsical 
Weekend. Intro-
duce yourselves, 
share your favorite 
places to eat, hike, 
and hang out. Show 
them hospitality. 

Our teams have 
taken every effort to ensure 
organization and safety 
measures throughout  the 
festival weekend. Show 
patience and courtesy 
while remembering excess 
traffic is a huge boost to our 
local economy.

This is our chance to 
show thousands of people 
from all over the United 
States how great of a city 
Oregon is. These visitors 
might decide to move here, 
retire here, or visit here 
again. They’ll share their 

experiences with 
their friends, fam-
ily, and on social 
media. 

Let’s show the 
world that Oregon, 
Illinois is a great 
place to live, full of 

fun festivals and friendly 
faces.

See you around town, 
Oregon!

Autumn on Parade 
Board of Directors and 

the City of Oregon

DEAR editor,
With regards 

to the letter(s) 
about political signs being 
stolen, theft of any kind 
is wrong. However, the 
Democrats in our state 
legislature and governor 
don’t see it that way. 
People are doing these 
“minor” crimes because 
they know they can get 
away with it.

The letter also men-
tioned that some Repub-
licans are starting 
to endorse Harris. 
It failed to mention 
that Democrats are 
also starting to en-
dorse Trump. The 
one point that many 
people regardless of who 
they support is Donald 
Trump can’t be bought. He 
already has more money 
than most people in office.

Therefore, politicians 
making money from lob-
byists, special interest, 
favors, etc. are being 
exposed and are fighting 
tooth and nail to keep 
him out of office. Yes, 
that holds true for people 
in both parties. Do some 
research on past and cur-
rent presidents’ net worths 
before and after getting 
into office. What you’ll 

find will open your eyes 
(hopefully).

The Jan. 6 issue is needs 
to be put to rest. Yes, tragic 
and never should have 
happened. For someone 
to actually believe that 
Trump is responsible 
needs to stop listening to 
most of the media. Fact 
is he told people to fight 
peacefully. Furthermore, 
to assume that people 
would purposely cause 
the damage and violence 

based on some-
thing Trump said 
is saying those peo-
ple are robots. I’m 
a conservative and 
Trump supporter 
but I also know 

right from wrong.
In my opinion, Trump 

had the best question at the 
end of the debate that we 
should all be asking “you 
say you’re going to do all 
these wonderful things, 
why haven’t you done 
them yet?” Of course there 
was no response to that.

I support Trump be-
cause life was safer, I 
had more money, cost of 
living was way cheaper 
and so on.

Mike Ballard
Byron

DEAR editor,
F o r  t h e 

younger gener-
ation, in the USA we once 
practiced something called 
civil discourse. Discuss 
and argue about issues 
with your neighbors, and 
in the end agree, or agree 
to disagree. We would vote, 
accept the results, come 
together behind our leaders 
and move forward with the 
work of the country. Then 
came MAGA.

You can find 
out what MAGA 
thinks about civ-
il discourse, just 
display a Kama-
la Harris sign and 
wait. You’ll notice 
the slowing cars, people 
sometimes shouting at 
you. Empty glass bottles 
and cans might be tossed 
at your sign. MAGA’s 
America. 

The MAGA candidate 
was the first presidential 
loser in history to not con-
cede an election. Losing 
presidents typically make a 
concession speech and ask 
the country to come togeth-
er and heal, for the good of 
the country. They don’t lie 
about a “stolen” election. If 
you don’t think it was a lie, 
please consult the 59 court 

cases MAGA lost when 
they presented their proof. 
The MAGA candidate said 
they didn’t have standing. 
That was a lie, they didn’t 
have evidence. MAGA 
says the courts are rigged 
against their candidate and 
I agree. The justice system 
is rigged, against criminals.

MAGA claims to sup-
port police, but mention 
Jan. 6, 2021 when officers 
were injured, and some lost 
their lives, you’ll receive 

a shrug. It seems 
MAGA only sup-
ports police when 
they are policing 
a different type of 
person. In a nation 
built by immigrants 

MAGA says immigrants 
are bad people.

MAGA’s plan for the fu-
ture of our children is bleak. 
MAGA doesn’t believe in 
the science of the climate 
catastrophe, raising the 
minimum wage, student 
loan forgiveness, fighting 
for allies in Europe, afford-
able health care, a woman’s 
right to health care, Amer-
ican’s right to vote.

MAGA has lost their 
way.

Mike Ryan
Polo

Letter: Prepare for 
Autumn on Parade 

Letter: Response 
to sign letter

Letter: MAGA 
has lost their way

MOST of us 
who don’t 
raise livestock 

rarely follow what trends 
are developing in the live-
stock sector. However, if 
you are one of those lucky 
consumers who happens 
to have freezer space then 
following the market trends 
can be a money saver. Let’s 
see where livestock is head-
ed and maybe you can cash 
in before a market increase.

The 2024 cattle invento-
ry is the lowest it has been 
since 1951, which has sent 
beef prices soaring. The 
hog industry is looking 
profitable, too, but has a 
lot of ground to make up 
for with last year’s losses 
as well as supply chain 
complications caused by 
California’s  Proposition 
12. Poultry including eggs, 
broilers and turkeys are 
continuing to contend with 
Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI). 

Cattle
USDA estimated in its 

January Cattle Invento-
ry that all cattle and calves 
in the United States were 
87.2 million, the  lowest 
since 1951. The country’s 
cattle producers, facing 
stress from multiple years 
of drought and high supply 
costs, have been marketing 
a lot of cows and heifers 
since 2020, so fewer of 
these female cattle are 
available to produce calves. 
USDA’s July Cattle Inven-
tory previously provided 
a breakdown of the U.S. 
cattle inventory including 
the calf crop for the first 
half of the year. Without this 
report in 2024, it is much 
more difficult to estimate 
what cattle supplies look 
like for the remainder of 
the year. 

Feedlot inventories are 
slowly reflecting the low-
er cattle inventory. In its 
July Cattle on Feed report, 
USDA estimated all cattle 
and calves on feed in the 
United States was 11.3 
million on July 1, up one 
percent from a year ago. 
Heifers and heifer calves 
accounted for 4.48 million 
head. While this is up only 
slightly, this is near the 
record-high number of 
heifers and heifer calves for 
the July 1 report and makes 
up about 40% of the overall 
cattle on feed. Historically, 
heifers make up around 
32% of the overall cattle on 
feed. This is a strong indi-
cator that farmers are still 
not withholding heifers to 
rebuild the U.S. cattle herd.

One particularly im-
portant metric the July 
Cattle Inventory would 
have provided is the size 
of the calf crop for the first 
half of the year. This is the 
time when most of the U.S. 
calf crop is born. It takes 
about a year for a heifer 
calf to reach maturity for 
breeding. These calves that 
could be replacements will 
not reach breeding age until 
2025. The first opportunity 

for herd expansion will be 
possible if farmers begin to 
withhold heifers from this 
year’s calves for breeding in 
2025. This means the arrival 
of the 2026 calf crop will 
be the first opportunity on 
the horizon to increase the 
cattle inventory.  

Summer demand has 
helped push prices up. 
Choice grade beef has 
worked its way above 
$300/cwt. Something that 
can be helpful in gauging 
the demand for beef is the 
difference between choice 
and select grade beef. A 
wider difference between 
choice and select beef of-
ten indicates a consumer 
is willing to pay more for 
premium cuts of beef where 
a narrowing difference may 
show that consumers are 
more willing to settle for a 
lower quality cut. The cur-
rent spread sits at $13.11, 
which is just below the 
year-over-year average of 
$16.08. July average cash 
fed steer prices have ranged 
from $188/cwt to $192/cwt. 
As we approach fall, cattle 
available for placements 
on feed should slow down. 
This should bring higher 
cash prices at the sale barn, 
which will drive beef prices 
higher as well.

Hogs
USDA’s Quarterly Hogs 

and Pigs report contained 
some important data re-
lating to the U.S. hog 
inventory. Accord-
ing to this report, 
the inventory of all 
hogs and pigs was 
74.5 million head, 
up one percent 
from June 2023. 
The breeding in-
ventory was 6.01 
million head, down 
three percent from last year. 
Market hogs were 68.5 
million head, up 2% from 
last year.

 The March through May 
pig crop was 34 million, up 
two percent from last year, 
bringing the average pigs 
saved per litter to 11.56, 
which is the third-highest 
average in survey history. 
When combined with the 
December through Febru-
ary pig crop and the slight-
ly higher-than-expected 
weights from lower feed 
costs, USDA estimates 
2024 pork production at 
28 billion pounds, about 
three percent more than 
2023. Increased production 
is bearish news, especially 
for the cutout, and could 
bring lower hog prices for 
farmers in the second half 
of 2024.

Hog farmers faced dev-
astating average losses 
of about $31 per head in 
2023. Elevated input costs, 
particularly from feeds and 
inflated fixed costs, were 
responsible for losses. Iowa 
State University’s June 
2024 estimate for returns to 
farrow to finish operations 
shows a profit of $8.82 per 
hog, up 133% from -$26.18 
in the same time period in 

2023. The majority of this 
difference comes from the 
25%, or $31 per head, drop 
in the cost of feed from 
June 2023. Despite the 
much-needed boost from 
lower feed costs, the cost 
of fixed inputs such as fuel 
and utilities remain elevated 
from inflation. 

In its July World Agri-
cultural Supply and De-
mand Estimates report, 
USDA estimates the annual 
U.S. per capita demand 
for pork is 51 pounds per 
person. 

While current domestic 
demand is just not enough 
to bump prices up, export 
demand has been extremely 
supportive for hogs. Total 
pork export sales were 
967.2 thousand metric tons, 
up 6.7% from 2023. Mexico 
has been an essential trade 
partner, purchasing 369.1 
thousand metric tons year 
to date, up just slightly from 
last year but 278% higher 
than the second-largest 
importer of U.S. pork, 
Japan.  Hog slaughter  is 
up meaning there is more 
product available in the 
short run as products like 
hams hit their highest 
prices of the year. Since 
Mexico has been such a 
big player in the U.S. ham 
market, these higher prices 
may slow export demand 
from Mexico, ultimately 
putting downward pressure 
on prices, especially in the 

short run.
T h e  l a t e s t 

CME lean hog in-
dex has been in an 
upward trend since 
early July. The in-
dex was $91.85/
cwt on July 29, 
while the national 
average cash price 

picked up $1.94, bringing 
the price to $84.07/cwt. 
Currently daily slaugh-
ter numbers are elevated. 
Slaughter hog supplies 
are expected to grow as 
we move closer to fall and 
winter months, which may 
lead to falling cash prices.

Poultry and eggs
USDA adjusted 2024 

Broiler production and 
prices down in its July Live-
stock, Dairy, and Poultry 
Outlook. May 2024 broiler 
production is estimated 
to be 3.99 billion pounds, 
down a little over one per-
cent from last year. 

Chicken has the highest 
consumer demand of any 
meat in the United States. 
According to USDA’s June 
WASDE report, per capita 
demand for broiler meat is 
101.6 pounds per person, 
up 2.1 pounds per person, 
or 2.1%, from 2023. This 
increase may be due to 
higher prices for substitutes 
such as beef.

In its June Chickens and 
Eggs  report, USDA esti-
mates June egg production 
at 8.81 billion eggs, down 
2% from last year. The num-
ber of layers in June 2024 
was 371 million, down 
3%, while egg production 

per 100 layers was up one 
percent.

Egg sets (eggs placed 
in incubators) are import-
ant for ensuring a healthy 
supply of hatching eggs. 
When farmers are faced 
with a decrease in egg 
hatchability or an expected 
reduction in production, 
they begin setting more 
eggs to achieve the desired 
number of chicks for place-
ment, which happens about 
three weeks after hatching. 
Egg sets peaked in April at 
5.4% above the five-year 
average. Three weeks later 
in May, chicks placed were 
four percent above the five-
year average. Egg sets in 
July were also four percent 
above the year-over-year 
average while chick place-
ments were up only .7%.

Table egg layers have 
suffered from HPAI out-
breaks. There were zero 
HPAI detections in table 
egg flocks in June. How-
ever, 5.6 million birds were 
lost in May. The egg laying 
flock inventory in June 
consisted of 305.9 million 
birds, a loss of less than 
half a million from May. 
Based on this data, second 
quarter USDA forecasts for 
production were adjusted 
up 10 million dozen to 1.9 
billion dozen eggs. 

The average New York 
June wholesale price for 
large eggs was $2.58 per 
dozen (Figure 5). This 
brings the average second 
quarter price to $2.27 per 
dozen, about seven cents, 
or three percent, above last 
month’s estimate and about 
91 cents, or 70%, above 
the average second quarter 
price for 2023. Egg prices 
are relatively stable for now. 
However, with the table egg 
layer inventory as low as 
it is, any fall outbreaks of 
HPAI have the potential to 
drive up prices.

Livestock markets for 
the second half of 2024 
are a mixed bag. Shrinking 
cattle supplies along with 
strong beef demand will 
keep cattle and beef prices 
strong through 2024 and 
likely through 2025. Hog 
producers have had some 
relief from last year’s losses 
but still face considerable 
obstacles to maintaining 
profitability as production is 
forecast to increase through 
the remainder of the year. 
The poultry industry is 
facing risks associated with 
HPAI, adding uncertainty 
as we soon transition to fall 
when migratory birds begin 
their annual trip south.

While profitability in 
livestock is holding for now, 
there are still obstacles on 
the horizon including rising 
costs of production and a 
down ag economy. 

“I am fond of pigs. 
Dogs look up to us. Cats 
look down on us. Pigs treat 
us as equals.” -Winston 
Churchill

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau. 

Trends in the livestock sector

Ron Kern

* On Oct. 7, 1985, 
Lynette Woodard, who 
captained the gold-med-
al-winning U.S. Olympic 
women’s basketball team 
in 1984, had the great 
distinction of becoming 
the first female player for 
the Harlem Globetrotters, 
remarking that she “got 
chills” when she heard the 

news. She beat out nine 
other finalists for the honor.

On Oct. 8, 2009, two 
people died of heat stroke 
and more than a dozen oth-
ers had to be hospitalized 
for dehydration and other 
medical issues following a 
botched sweat lodge cere-
mony near Sedona, Arizo-
na, at a five-day retreat run 

by motivational speaker 
and author James Arthur 
Ray. A third participant 
died nine days later.

On Oct. 9, 1942, Chica-
go bootlegger Roger “The 
Terrible” Touhy escaped 
from Stateville Prison 
in Illinois by scaling the 
guard tower. Framed for 
kidnapping by his bootleg-

ging rivals, with the aid of 
corrupt Chicago officials, 
Touhy was serving a 99-
year sentence for a crime 
he didn’t commit and was 
recaptured a couple of 
months later, but released 
in 1959, then murdered 
by unknown assailants 
after just three weeks of 
freedom.
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OREGON — On Sept. 

10 at 3:12 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 251 and East Illinois 
Route 64. After a brief in-
vestigation the passenger, 
Alphonse Delatorre, 53, 
of Rochelle, was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant 
from McHenry County. 
Delatorre was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he is held in lieu 
of bond. 

On Sept. 11 at approxi-
mately 7:24 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Black-
hawk Drive and Walnut 
Street in Byron.  After 
further investigation An-
dre McQueen, 20, of 
Sterling, was placed un-
der arrest for unlawful 
possession of cannabis.  
McQueen was also cited 
for speeding.  McQueen 
was released on a notice 
to appear.

On Sept. 12 at approxi-
mately 7:59 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 
the 11,000 block of North 
Rock City Road.   After 
further investigation Jose 
Corado-Argueta, 34, of 
Rockford, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed.  Corado-Argueta was 
additionally cited for 
speeding and an equip-
ment violation.  Cora-
do-Argueta was released 
on a notice to appear.

On Sept. 12 at approxi-
mately 5:42 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Mulford Road at the north 
county line on a vehicle 
for speeding. Upon further 
investigation deputies 

arrested Jorge Ramos, 22, 
of Elgin for driving with 
no valid license. Ramos 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a future court 
date given.

On Sept. 14 at approxi-
mately 2:38 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 5,000 block of North 
Freeport Road.   After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Ivan Rivera, 27, 
of Freeport under arrest 
for an active failure to ap-
pear Stephenson County 
warrant for trespassing.  
Rivera was transported to 
county line and relayed to 
Stephenson County depu-
ties where he was held in 
lieu of bond. 

On Sept. 14 at approxi-
mately 6:47 p.m. deputies 
responded to the intersec-
tion of Third Street and 
Blaine Street in Leaf River 
for the report of a car-ver-
sus-bicyclist accident. 
After an initial investiga-
tion, it was learned that a 
westbound Chevrolet Tra-
verse struck a northbound 
bicycle being operated by 
a 12-year-old juvenile as 
it crossed Third Street. 
The juvenile was trans-
ported to an area hospital 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries. Deputies were 
assisted at the scene by 
Leaf River Fire and EMS.  
This incident remains un-
der investigation.

On Sept. 14 at ap-
proximately 11:30 p.m. 
deputies along with the 
Monroe Center Fire De-
partment and Kirkland 
EMS responded to a 
two-vehicle injury col-
lision at the intersection 
of Illinois Route 72 and 

North Mulford Road. 
After an investigation, it 
was learned that a black 
Nissan traveling north-
bound on North Mulford 
Road disregarded a stop 
sign at the intersection and 
collided with a gray Hyun-
dai traveling westbound 
on Illinois Route 72. The 
adult male victim and 
driver of the Hyundai were 
transported to the hospital 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries. The occupants of 
the Nissan fled the scene. 
This incident remains 
under investigation. 

On Sept. 16 at approxi-
mately 11:39 a.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
North Illinois Route 251 at 
Grubsteakers Restaurant. 
Upon further investiga-
tion deputies arrested 
Charles J. Navarro, 31, 
of Rochelle, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Navarro was additionally 
cited for operating a motor 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Navarro was 
released on a notice to 
appear with a future court 
date given. 

On Sept. 16 at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. Ogle County 
received a complaint of a 
domestic battery that oc-
curred in the 2,000 block 
of West Mud Creek Road, 
Mt. Morris.   After an 
investigation, Dennis M. 
Shaw, 62, of Mt. Morris, 
was placed under arrest for 
domestic battery.  Shaw 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail, where 
he was held awaiting an 
appearance before a judge.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

Aug. 26
At 7:01 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Zachary M. 
Howell, 23, Byron, a cita-
tion for operating a motor 
vehicle when registration 
suspended for non-in-
surance. This violation 
occurred in the 700 block 
of South 4th Street.

Aug. 27
At 9:21 p.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a 
disturbance call in the 500 
block of Mix Lane result-
ing in the arrest of Nataliya 
K. Creegan, 34, Oregon, 
for domestic battery and 
resisting a peace officer. 
Creegan was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was left in the 
custody of the corrections 
officers.

Aug. 29
At 9:23 a.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Geoffrey 
G. Todd, 44, Oregon, 
for an outstanding Lee 
County warrant. Todd was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
left in the custody of the 
corrections officers. 

At 3:12 p.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Robert 
M. Disch, 53, Polo, for an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant for contempt of 
court. Disch was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was left in 
the custody of the correc-
tions officers.

Aug. 30
At 8:27 a.m., Oregon 

Police were advised of a 
two-vehicle traffic crash 
that previously occurred at 
7 a.m. at the intersection 
of South 3rd and Jefferson 
Streets involving a 2020 
Toyota driven by Cory J. 
Love, 37, Oregon, and a 
2005 Ford driven by Justin 
C. Christensen, 44, Mt. 
Morris. No citations were 
issued.

Aug. 31

At 8:33 a.m., Oregon 
Police responded to the 
McDonald’s restaurant 
parking lot, 211 S. 4th 
St., for a two-vehicle 
traffic crash involving a 
2006 Chevrolet driven by 
Christopher B. Hernan-
dez, 39, Rockford, and a 
parked 1997 Jeep owned 
by Robin K. Keene, 44, 
Mt. Morris. No citations 
were issued.

Three verbal warnings 
were issued during the 
week of Aug. 26 through 
Sept. 1.

Sept. 3
At 7:34 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Jennifer N. 
Luna, 32, Mt. Morris, a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of North 
14th Street.

At 7:30 p.m., Oregon 
Police responded to a dis-
turbance at the Tipsy Hog, 
101 S. 3rd St., resulting 
in the arrest of Ariel A. 
Pritchard, 25, Mt. Mor-
ris, for domestic battery. 
Pritchard was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was processed 
and released with a notice 
to appear.

Sept. 4
At 2:26 p.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a 
check welfare request 
from the Ogle County 
Housing Authority, 1001 
Pines Road, resulting in 
the arrest of Ashley R. A. 
Jones, 33, Rochelle, for 
driving under the influ-
ence of drugs and posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia. Jones was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was processed 
and released with a notice 
to appear.

Sept. 5
At 1:30 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued a male 
juvenile, 10, Oregon, 

with his parent present, 
a city citation for posses-
sion of tobacco products 
and alternative nicotine 
products. This violation 
occurred at the Oregon 
Elementary School, 1100 
Jefferson St.

Six verbal warnings 
were issued during the 
week of Sept. 2-8.

Sept. 10
At 1:48 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Steven D. 
Sears, 26, of Maple Park 
for driving while license 
suspended. Sears was also 
charged with possession 
of a controlled substance. 
Sears was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was processed 
and released with a notice 
to appear. These violations 
occurred in the 100 block 
of North 4th Street.

Sept. 11
At 1:07 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Shrita 
M. Clair, 34, DeKalb, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Clair was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
processed and released 
with a notice to appear. 
These violations occurred 
in the 400 block of West 
Washington Street.

Sept. 14
At 10:04 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Anthony 
L. Coyne, 31, Oregon, a 
citation for operating a 
vehicle when registration 
is suspended for non-in-
surance. This violation 
occurred in the 100 block 
of South 4th Street.

Five verbal warnings 
and five parking citations 
were issued during the 
week of Sept. 9-15. 

Please note: Any arrests 
listed below are merely 
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.

OREGON POLICE REPORT

POLO — On Sept. 
14 at 3:29 p.m. James 
M. Fowler, 22, Freeport, 
was cited for operation of 
vehicle with suspended 

registration and Illegal use 
of cell phone while driving.

On Sept. 15 at 8:28 a.m. 
Dylan K. Riggle, 30, Dako-
ta, was cited for illegal use 

of cell phone while driving.
All charges are merely 

allegations, and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty

POLO POLICE REPORT

On Friday, Sept.13 at the Polo Marcos Homecoming football game Polo Lions 
members Paul Wiemken, Greg Cross and Irene Short-Boelkens stood at the gate 

passing out candy mints for donations. The donations will help with the club’s 
projects. (Courtesy photos)

Polo Lions host candy night at football game
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On Saturday, Sept. 7 the Polo Lions Club was at the Hazelhurst Sale selling food. The weather was good and it was a good day for the Lions Club. The club wished to 
thank Polo High School students Kaleigh Smith, Emma Dougherty and Wyatt Rooks, along with Impact volunteers from Sauk Valley College: Sara Ramadani, Olivia Cox 

and Lori Cortez. (Courtesy photos)

Polo Lions Club sells food at Hazelhurst Sale

ROCHELLE  – Life-
works Photography Stu-
dio and Williams Group 
Photography are thrilled to 
announce the return of their 
beloved Pumpkin Festival, 
set to take place on Oct. 20 
from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Cooper Park Pavilion.

After a brief hiatus, the 
festival is back and better 
than ever. The event will 

feature 100 pumpkins avail-
able for free carving, with 
a limit of one pumpkin per 
child, per family. Pumpkins 
will be distributed on a first-
come, first-served basis, so 
be sure to arrive early to join 
in on the fun. No sign-ups 
are necessary!

In addition to pumpkin 
carving, attendees can 
enjoy free hot cocoa, and 

there will be a best costume 
contest  with a prize for 
the winner. Families are 
encouraged to dress up and 
fully embrace the festive 
spirit. The event will also 
feature local food vendors 
(to be confirmed), making 
it a day of excitement for 
the entire family.

Once the carving is 
complete, all the pumpkins 

will be displayed in front 
of Lifeworks Photography 
Studio as a showcase of the 
community’s creativity.

“We are beyond excited 
to bring the Pumpkin Festi-
val back to the community,” 
said a representative from 
Lifeworks Photography 
Studio. “It’s been a couple 
of years since we last host-
ed the event, and we can’t 

wait to see everyone out 
in their costumes, creating 
memories together.”

For more information 
or questions, please visit 
our fan page and message 
us directly. Don’t forget to 
spread the word and invite 
your friends and family 
for an afternoon filled with 
autumn fun!

Lifeworks Photogra-

phy Studio specializes in 
capturing life’s precious 
moments, offering a range 
of photography services for 
families, events, and more. 
Williams Group Photog-
raphy is a leading school 
and sports photography 
company known for its cre-
ative, high-quality imagery 
across a variety of genres 
and sports. 

Lifeworks Photography Studio announces return of Pumpkin Festival at Cooper Park

SPRINGFIELD — 
Justice Lisa Holder White 
and the Supreme Court of 
Illinois have announced 
that Justice Amy Lannerd 
has been appointed as an 
Appellate Court Justice in 
the Fourth District. 

Justice Lannerd is be-
ing appointed to fill the 
vacancy originally created 
by the decision of Justice 
John W. Turner to not seek 

retention. Her appointment 
is effective immediately. 
Justice Lannerd is running 
unopposed for the seat in the 
November 2024 election. 

Justice Lannerd was first 
appointed to the bench as a 
Circuit Judge in the Eighth 
Circuit in 2016 and she 
won election in 2018. In 
2022 she was assigned by 
Justice Holder White to the 
Fourth District Appellate 

Court with an assignment 
expiration of Dec. 2, 2024. 
She previously worked in 
private practice as a part-
ner at Lewis, Longlett & 
Lannerd, LLC. 

She serves as a member 
of the Illinois Supreme 
Court Judicial College 
Committee on Judicial 
Education, on the Board 
of Trustees of the Judges’ 
Retirement System of Illi-

nois, and handles a variety 
of roles in Educational 
Conferences, including as 
a presenter on the topics of 
Bankruptcy for Civil and 
Family Law Judges, Virtual 
Court Proceedings, and 
Strategies for Improving 
Court Performance. Justice 
Lannerd previously served 
as a member of the Illinois 
Supreme Court Pretrial 
Implementation Task Force 

Communications Subcom-
mittee. 

Justice Lannerd earned 
her Bachelor of Science 
from the University of Ar-
izona and earned her Juris 
Doctor from the University 
of Denver Law School. 

The Fourth District Ap-
pellate Court is composed 
of 41 counties: Adams, 
Boone, Brown, Calhoun, 
Carroll, Cass, Ford, Ful-

ton, Greene, Hancock, 
Henderson, Henry, Jersey, 
Jo Daviess, Knox, Lee, 
Livingston, Logan, Ma-
coupin, Marshall, Mason, 
McDonough, McLean, 
Menard, Mercer, Morgan, 
Ogle, Peoria, Pike, Putnam, 
Rock Island, Sangamon, 
Schuyler, Scott, Stark, Ste-
phenson, Tazewell, Warren, 
Whiteside, Winnebago and 
Woodford.

Illinois Supreme Court appoints Lannerd to 4th District Appellate Court

September is National 
Library Card Sign Up 
Month

With a library card 
you can discover new and 
exciting worlds! Access 
to technology, innova-
tive programming, educa-
tional resources, borrow-
ing books, audiobooks, 
DVDs  & more. There is 
so much you can access 
with a library card. Pursue 
your passions and dreams 
through your library’s 
resources and programs. 
Visit the library’s website, 
Facebook page or call 815-
732-2724 to find out more 
about your library. 

Banned Books Week
September  22-28 

“Freed Between the Lines”. 
Banned Books Week was 
launched in 1982 in re-
sponse to a sudden surge 
in the number of challenges 
to books in libraries, book-
stores, and schools. By fo-
cusing on efforts to remove 
or restrict access to books, 
Banned Books Week draws 
national attention to the 
harms of censorship.    In 
a time of intense political 
polarization, library staff 
in every state are facing 
an unprecedented number 
of attempts to ban books. 
ALA’s Office for Intellec-
tual Freedom documented 
1,247 demands to censor 
library books and resourc-
es in 2023.  We can find 
freedom in the pages of a 
book — but book bans and 
censorship threaten that 
freedom, along with many 
other rights and institu-
tions.   Go to American Li-
brary Association Banned 
and Challenged Books 
for more information on 
banned and challenged 
books. Let’s share our love 
of right to read and the free-
dom found in books during 
Banned Books Week 2024 
and beyond. – excerpt from 
American Library Associ-

ation website.
New Resource at the 

Library!
EBSCO Databases has 

arrived!  Do you want to 
know more about arts and 
crafts, car repair, starting 
a business, or planning an 
estate? Maybe you need to 
prep for the GED or study 
for college-entrance ex-
ams. Have you ever wished 
you could research aca-
demic topics from home? 
Oregon Public Library 
patrons can now find full-
text e-resource materials on 
a variety of topics. Follow 
the links from our website 
to access the new EBSCO 
databases from the library, 
or login remotely from 
home with your Oregon 
Public Library Card. What 
interests you?

Save the Date! Book 
Sale

Friday, October 4th  and 
5th, 9am-3pm. It’s that time 
again!! The annual Oregon 
Public Library Book Sale. 
Donations will be accept-
ed from 10 am - 2pm on 
Thursday, October 3rd( no 
textbooks, encyclopedias, 
Reader’s Digest condensed 
books or magazines).  Then 
the fun begins with a wide 
assortment of books at 
unbelievable prices!

Preschool Story Time
(18 months – 6 years). 

Sessions begin again on 
Monday, September 9 at 
10 am. Registration is re-
quired. Stories, crafts and 
friends to share books...all 
at your Library!

Lego Club
Wednesday, September 

25, 2:30 pm  (2nd grade 
& up)  (Early school dis-
missal). Get together and 
spend some recreational 
time building!   The club 
is designed to provide an 
enjoyable activity (FUN) 
that stimulates and devel-
ops spatial intelligence. 
Registration required.

Laura Keyes, as Eliz-
abeth Packard

Wednesday, September 
25th  at 6:00pm. Elizabeth 
Parsons Ware Packard was 
committed to the Illinois 
State Hospital (the state 
mental asylum) in 1860, 
and was kept under lock 
and key for three years, 
all the while protesting 
her sanity. While her hus-
band, Theophilus, insisted 
to everyone – Elizabeth’s 
children, extended family, 
neighbors, friends, and the 
asylum employees – that 
she was, in fact, insane, 
Elizabeth was able to 
obtain her release. But 
her battle did not stop 
there. Conscious of the 
fact that the current law 
allowed married women 
to be placed in asylums 
by their husbands without 
the benefit of a formal trial 
or medical examination, 
Elizabeth started a cam-
paign to change that unjust 
law. Hear from Elizabeth 
Packard in April 1864, 
while the Civil War rages 
around the nation, and her 
private war is raging in 
her soul. Bio: Laura Keyes 
graduated from UW-Madi-
son with a Master’s Degree 
in Library Studies, and is 
a lifetime member of the 
Association of Lincoln 
Presenters. Laura recently 
won the Excellence in Per-
forming Award from that 
Association.  Registration 
required, www.oregonpub-
liclibrary.com or call (815) 
732-2724.

Hauntings in the 
Stacks

Wednesday, October 
9th  at 6:00pm. Local au-
thor Kathi Kresol has 
been collecting stories of 
haunted locations for two 
decades. This presentation 
will feature stories she 
has discovered of scary 
encounters and vengeful 
spirits and things that go 

bump in the night at your 
local library.  Registration 
required, visit  www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. or 
call (815) 732-2724.

Two Sentence Horror 
Story Contest

“It was a dark and 
stormy night. Witches slid 
down the lightning bolts 
and terrorized the town.” 
Write a two-sentence hor-
ror story and enter it to win a 
prize. You can submit your 
story online at  www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. All 
entries must be submitted 
by 4pm on October 29th. 
Winners will be posted 
on Facebook and Oregon 
Public Library’s website 
on October 30th. You can 
visit the website for more 
information. Open to Ore-
gon Library Patrons Only.

Take and Make
Vintage Ghost Painting 

– October 1st though Octo-
ber 15th. Beginning Octo-
ber 1st, stop by and pick up 
your vintage artwork and 
supplies to create a vintage 
ghost painting.    You can 
enter your painting into 
a contest for a prize.   All 
artwork must be returned 
by the end of the day on 
October 15th.  Artwork will 
then be displayed in the 
library for judging October 
18th through the 24th.  Win-
ner will be announced on the 
25th of October.  Kits will be 
available October 1st, first 
come while supplies last. 

Book Clubs
Books on Tap Book 

Club meets Thursday, 
September 26 at 6 pm at 
Cork & Tap to discuss 
When the Jessamine Grows 
by Donna Everhart.  The 
2WBC meets Wednesday, 
October 9 at 12:30 to dis-
cuss The Picture of Dorian 
Gray by Oscar Wilde. The 
Afternoon Book Club 
meets Wednesday, October 
16 at 1 pm to discuss The 
Reformatory by Tanan-

arive Due.  Cocktails & 
Crimes will meet Sunday, 
October 20 at 2 pm .Is This 
Just Fantasy? Book Club 
will meet in October to 
discuss Prison Healer by 
Lynette Noni.

Functional Movement 
Type Yoga

Wednesdays at 9:30am. 
In this class, we use ex-
ercises based on whole-
body movements to restore 
posture, improve body 
mechanics, build strength 
and endurance, and fine-
tune balancing skills. We 
start with a slow warm-up 
followed by core exercis-
es – then explore how to 
utilize these tools based on 
real situations in daily life. 
Bring your yoga mat! All 
levels are welcome. - OR-
EGON PATRONS ONLY 
- Registration required, this 
class fills quickly. Please 
call (815) 732-2724 or 
visit www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com.

Knit & Crochet is 
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. 
This group meets every 
Monday at 1 pm and is open 
to anyone.  From beginner 
to expert, all skill level are 
welcome to join.     Bring 
any hand craft and work 
on it while socializing.  
Need help getting started 
with your knitting project, 
stop in on a Monday.  Reg-
istration is requested, vis-
it http://www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com or call  (815) 
732-2724.

New- Photo Printer at 
the library! 

The library now has a 
photo printer capable of 
printing 4 x 6, 5x7, 8x10, 
and 8.5 x 11. Stop in on a 
Tuesday from 9am to 4pm 
and see what it can print 
for you!  

Community Seed Li-
brary

Harvesting your gar-
den?   Have extra seeds?  

Donate them to the com-
munity seed library.   We 
have seed envelops for 
you to fill for our collec-
tion.  Seeds are FREE for 
anyone. 

Oregon Writers Group
Meets the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes 
who meet to support each 
other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of the 
group is to help and encour-
age you in your writing.  If 
you need  brainstorming 
ideas, we can help suggest 
ideas or aid with the cre-
ative process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons  seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a checklist 
of items, you will need for 
the appointment.

Find A Character 
Ticket!

What is a Character 
Ticket? A character Ticket 
represents an image of a 
character from that specific 
book.   Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various 
books in the children/youth 
book collection. After you 
check out a book and find a 
character ticket in the book, 
you may adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home. 
Open to Oregon Public 
Library cardholders only.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & 
Oregon Public Library 
StoryWalk @Oregon 
Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story-Our Incredible Li-
brary Book by Caroline 
Crowe    At the StoryWalk 
is Apple Picking Time by 
Michele Benoit Slawson.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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BYRON —  As the 
country endured yet an-
other brutal summer of 
extended heatwaves and 
extreme weather brought 
upon by climate change, 
Constel la t ion’s  car-
bon-free clean energy 
centers ran at nearly full 
power. The company’s 21 
nuclear reactors at 12 sites 
from the Midwest to the 
Mid-Atlantic and North-
east operated at a 98.1% 
capacity factor during the 
months of June, July and 

August to keep the lights 
on and air conditioners 
humming 24/7 for nearly 
15 million homes and 
businesses.

Constellation technical 
experts prepared for the 
extreme summer heat by 
performing 10s of thou-
sands of tasks at nuclear 
plants during spring re-
fueling and maintenance 
outages designed to help 
all reactors run uninter-
rupted during the hot 
summer months. Nuclear 

professionals complet-
ed important technology 
upgrades and equipment 
refurbishments, tested 
electrical and distribution 
equipment, and loaded 
new fuel. These tasks are 
beginning anew for the 
fall maintenance season in 
preparation for increased 
winter demand.

“There is no doubt that 
as extreme weather events 
and intense heat increase, 
especially during summer 
months, Constellation’s 

clean energy centers re-
main indispensable assets 
providing reliable and 
affordable carbon-free 
energy to American homes 
and businesses,” said Bry-
an Hanson, Constellation’s 
executive vice president 
and chief generation of-
ficer. “As we transition to 
cooler temperatures this 
fall, our fleet’s nuclear ex-
perts have already begun 
a comprehensive winter 
preparedness campaign to 
ensure the reliability of our 

facilities will continue in 
the winter months ahead.”

Constellation’s nuclear 
fleet in the mid-Atlan-
tic and Northeast U.S. 
includes Calvert Cliffs 
Nuclear Power Plant in 
Calvert County, Maryland; 
Pennsylvania facilities 
Limerick Generating Sta-
tion and Peach Bottom 
Atomic Power Station in 
Montgomery and York 
counties; and New York fa-
cilities Fitzpatrick Nuclear 
Power Plant and Nine Mile 

Point Nuclear Station in 
Oswego County and Ginna 
Nuclear Power Plant in 
Wayne County. Its Illinois 
nuclear fleet includes 
Braidwood Generating 
Station in Will County, 
Byron Generating Station 
in Ogle County, Clinton 
Power Station in DeWitt 
County, Dresden Gener-
ating Station in Grundy 
County, LaSalle County 
Generating Station, and 
Quad Cities Generating in 
Rock Island County.

Constellation’s clean energy centers including Byron work over hot summer

On Saturday, Sept. 14, Fiesta Hispana was held in downtown Rochelle. The event, in its sixth year, celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month. The event ran from 3-11 p.m. 
and included music, food, dancing, children’s activities, crafts, a mini queen contest, mariachi, a petting zoo and lucha libre. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)

Fiesta Hispana held Saturday in downtown Rochelle

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Chance
Take a chance on me, Chance! I am a happy, amazing young boy who wants nothing more than a 
home of my own. I’m smart as can be, know a crazy lot of commands, I’m house-trained (of course!), 
and I am very friendly. I am good with other dogs, too! Oh, and I am comfortable using a crate. Plus I 
have adorable speckled legs. Please don’t wait! You might need to ASK to meet me as I may be in a 
quieter area of the shelter. I hope to see you soon!!

B
R
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

                             or
                    Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

            to advertise on the  
              Pet of the Week Page!
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Sept. 23: The monthly 
meeting of the Ogle County 
Historical Society will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 23 at the carriage 
house annex behind the 
Nash House Museum at 111 
N. 6th St. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Sept. 28: Come and join 
us at Byron’s Hairy Cow 

Farmers Market on Satur-
day, Sept. 28 from 8 a.m. to 
noon!  This will be the last 
market of the summer. Fea-
turing seasonal produce, 
baked goods, perennials, 
honey and a large variety of 
crafts. We have more ven-
dors than ever before this 
season. We look forward to 
seeing everyone! For more 

information or to become 
a vendor, please contact 
Taryn Bradley at (815) 
985-6042, by email at craft-
lab23@gmail.com  or at 
the Byron’s Hairy Cow 
Farmers Facebook page.

Sept. 29: The German 
Valley Historical Muse-
um, 805 Church St., will 
be open from 1-4 p.m. on 

Sunday, Sept. 29.  At 1:30 
p.m., Civil War historian, 
Dr. Gordon Dammann of 
Lena, will speak about 
“Medicine from 1869 to 
1914.” He will talk about 
the work of pioneers who 
helped uncover causes 
of sickness and diseases 
during that time period. 
Recognition will be given 

to nurses who attend. There 
is no admission fee but 
donations are appreciated.  
For more information go 
to www.gvmuseum.org.   

  Oct. 7: The Byron 
Forest Preserve District 
Board of Commissioners 
has scheduled the Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
meeting for Monday, Oct. 

7 at 4 p.m.  The Annual 
Budget Workshop will be 
included with the Regular 
Monthly Meeting on Mon-
day, Oct. 21 beginning at 
5:30 p.m. These meetings 
are open to the public and 
will be held at the Jarrett 
Prairie Center located at 
7993 N. River Road, By-
ron.

208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

Hybrid Seed Corn

09
26

20
16

Call For Prices
309-462-2396 800-345-7798

1028 130th St., Berwick, IL1028 130th St., Berwick, IL09262016

DOUGLAS & FRYE
MOTORSPORTSIF IT DOESN’T

HAVE A MOTOR
IT AIN’T A

SPORT

1902 N. LOCUST ST., STERLING, IL • 815-625-4426

www.douglasfryemotorcycle.com

ACCESSORIES • PARTS • SERVICE

09
26

20
16

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL C
C
20
17

CC2021

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon • 732-2222

Life Insurance • Health Insurance • Auto Insurance • 
Homeowners • Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

On Sept. 5, the Creston Booster Days Main Street Parade was held in Creston. The parade featured music, floats and performances by community members including 
various Rochelle Township High School organizations, Kiwanis Golden K of Rochelle, first responders, the Creston Booster Club and the local 4-H Club. (Courtesy photos)

Community members participate in Creston Booster Days parade

BYRON — A Consoli-
dated Election will be held 
on April 1, 2025, to fill 
the following positions in 
the City of Byron: May-
or – four-year term, City 
Clerk – four-year term, 
Alderman, Ward One – 
four-year term, Alderman, 
Ward One – two-year term 

(unexpired term), Alder-
man, Ward Two – four-year 
term, Alderman, Ward 
Three – four-year term, 
and Alderman, Ward Four 
– four-year term.

Candidate petitions and 
other forms needed to cir-
culate for a candidacy are 
available at Byron City 

Hall between 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except holidays. 
Forms are also available 
at www.oglecounty.org. 
A Candidate’s Guide may 
be obtained by calling the 
State Board of Elections at 
312-814-6440 or online at 
www.elections.state.il.us. 

A candidate must be a 
legally registered voter and 
a resident of the City of 
Byron for at least one year. 
For Aldermanic positions, 
candidates must also reside 
in the Ward for which they 
are filing.  Petitions must be 
circulated within the City 
of Byron, or the Ward of 

candidacy (depending on 
the office being sought) 
and must be signed by 
legally-registered voters of 
the City or Ward. Maps of 
each Byron Ward are avail-
able at Byron City Hall, and 
on the City website: www.
cityofbyron.com. 

Completed petitions 

must be filed at Byron City 
Hall, starting at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, 
through 5 p.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 18, 2024. 

If you have any ques-
tions about obtaining the 
forms, please call Byron 
City Clerk Caryn Huber 
at 815-234-2762. 

City of Byron packets available for April 1, 2025 election

DIXON – The Scare-
crow Festival always has 
the streets buzzing with 
excitement each year! 
The annual festival will 
return from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19 to 
downtown Dixon.

More than 100+ booths 
and activities await on 

six city blocks, including 
crafters, pumpkin painting, 
street performers, games, 
donut eating contests, a 
petting zoo, face painting, 
flower pot decorating, 
and pumpkin bowling. A 
map outlining the major 
activities will be posted 
at discoverdixon.com the 

week before the event. 
Pumpkin race “cars” 

will battle to be named 
the fastest racer down 
Hennepin Avenue as the 
annual Pumpkin Derby 
returns at 1 p.m. between 
First and Second Street. 
Go to discoverdixon.com/
pumpkin-derby for rules, 

more information and to 
register in advance.

For those looking to get 
a jump on holiday shop-
ping, stores and downtown 
shops will be running spe-
cials and sales! 

The Dixon Municipal 
Band will perform along 
the Riverfront. And make 

sure you come hungry, as 
food trucks will be located 
throughout the festival 
grounds!

Creativity will also be 
on display, as scarecrows 
decorated by local busi-
nesses and organizations 
can be seen throughout the 
festival and beyond in the 

downtown area.
Make sure you join 

Discover Dixon and spon-
sors Hicks Insurance, 
BorgWarner and UPM 
Raflatac for Dixon’s largest 
festival of the year!

Go to discoverdixon.
com or call 815-284-3361 
for more information.

Dixon’s Scarecrow Festival returns on Saturday, Oct. 19
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The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

SPRINGFIELD — In 
recognition of his votes 
taken in the legislature 
that benefit manufacturers 
and the broader business 
community in Illinois, 
State Senator Andrew 
Chesney (R-Freeport) has 
been named a “Champion 

of Manufacturing” by the 
Illinois Manufacturing 
Association (IMA).

“Illinois manufactur-
ers appreciate  Senator 
Chesney, who has a strong 
record of supporting poli-
cies vital to advancing the 
industry and growing our 

economy,” said IMA Vice 
President of Government 
Affairs Donovan Griffith. 
“We’re proud to count 
on  Senator Chesney  as 
a member of the manu-
facturing majority in the 
Illinois General Assembly 
and look forward to con-

tinued partnership.”
The IMA awarded the 

title based on its 2024 
Legislative Report Card, 
which highlights law-
makers who consistently 
support Illinois’ manu-
facturing industry. The 
Report Card rates law-

makers based on their 
voting record on key bills 
that impact the state’s 
manufacturing sector.

“Manufacturing is a 
key pillar of the Illinois 
economy, and it is an 
honor to be recognized for 
my work in the General 

Assembly that benefits 
manufacturers and the 
business community as a 
whole,” said Chesney. “I 
will continue to advocate 
for these job creators and 
will support initiatives that 
help manufacturers grow 
and thrive.”

FREEPORT — State 
Senator Andrew Chesney 
(R-Freeport) recently 
mailed a Fall 2024 leg-
islative survey to con-
stituents throughout the 
45th Senate District, and 
the results reaffirmed 
the conservative values 
held by those who live in 
Northwest Illinois.

“We mailed the sur-
vey without regard to 
political affiliation, so 
Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents and others 
with no political affilia-
tion all received it,” said 
Chesney. “The survey was 
also made available dig-
itally on my website and 
through a mass text sent 
throughout the district. 
The results confirmed that 
those living in Northwest 
Illinois support conser-
vative values and are 
opposed to much of the 
policymaking currently 
taking place in Spring-
field.”

When asked if they 
support the current budget 
that includes $1 billion 
to be spent on migrants 
and illegal immigrants, 
88% of the respondents 
said they did not support 
that use of tax dollars 
while only eight percent 
said they did support the 
budget allocation. The 
remaining four percent 
answered that they were 
undecided or had no opin-
ion on the issue.

“I have been very vocal 
with my opposition to the 
siphoning away of tax dol-
lars from vulnerable citi-
zen groups like veterans, 
seniors, and the disabled, 
and toward migrants and 
illegal immigrants,” said 
Chesney. “I am pleased 
to see the overwhelming 
majority of those I repre-

sent feel the same way.”
Similarly, when asked 

if they supported current 
southern border control 
policies of the Biden-Har-
ris administration, 89 
percent of the respondents 
said they were opposed, 
while only seven percent 
said they favored policies 
that have allowed millions 
to cross into the United 
States via our southern 
border. Of those who 
opposed current policies, 
nearly half recommend-
ed more border security, 
more fencing with walls, 
and more staff assigned 
to border security.

Regarding a question 
about a recent policy 
change that now requires 
criminals and offenders 
to be referred to as “jus-
tice-impacted individ-
uals,” 87 percent of the 
respondents said they did 
not support the approval 
of that bill and only five 
percent said they sup-
ported it.

“As a strong and vocal 
advocate for our men and 
women in blue, crime 
victims and their families, 
I opposed that legislation 
and called it a slap in the 
face to crime victims 
during the debate,” added 
Chesney. “I was pleased to 
see that an overwhelming 
majority of those who 
participated in the survey 
agreed.”

Within the survey, 
Chesney also solicited 
feedback on a variety of 
tax issues. 91 percent of 
the survey respondents 
said they were opposed to 
state or local government 
allocating taxpayer funds 
to the Chicago Bears for 
a new stadium, and 66 
percent said they were 
opposed to the Demo-

crats’ elimination of the 
Invest in Kids Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program. 
With regard to property 
taxes, 66 percent of those 
who submitted a survey 
said property tax reform 
should be at the top of the 
agenda when lawmakers 
return to Springfield.

The survey also in-
cluded two questions per-
taining to parental rights. 
When asked if public 
schools should make cur-
riculum, course materials, 
and classroom activity 
plans available online for 
parents and guardians to 
view, 78 percent said they 
favored that proposal, 
while 13 percent said they 
opposed it. Relative to 
Illinois’ current law that 
allows children under the 
age of 18 to undergo gen-
der transition surgery or 
take hormone therapies, 
only 11 percent of the 
respondents supported the 
current policy. 35 percent 
said it should be banned 
for persons under the age 
of 21 and 28 percent said it 
should be illegal for those 
under the age of 18. 24 
percent of the respondents 
said it should be illegal for 
people of all ages.

“It is important to me 
to seek input from my 
constituents on a regular 
basis, and these results 
align with how I have been 
voting on this region’s 
behalf,” said Chesney. “I 
appreciate everyone who 
took the time to complete 
the survey, and my staff 
and I are reading all of 
the extended responses 
that participants included 
with their submissions.”

Close to 3,000 people 
submitted completed sur-
veys, and the full results 
can be found here.

Chesney releases fall survey results

Chesney named Manufacturing Champion on recent IMA Legislative Scorecard

Byron High School recently held its Homecoming week and named its Homecoming court winners. Back row (left to right): Easton Burris, Will Julian, Jordan Daskalov, 
Davis Baker, Nolan Brass, Jared Claunch and Dylan Springer. Middle row (left to right): Bristol Zumdahl, Mekenzie Lemke, Kendall Gamlin, Gina Baker, Gianna Franchi, 
Abby Moser and Neve Schilling. Front row (left to right): Laine Lindsey (crown bearer), Queen Claire Henkel, King Brayden Knoll, and Cohenn Lindsey (crown bearer). 

(Courtesy photo)

Byron High School names 2024 Homecoming court

BYRON — Pegasus 
Special Riders will host its 
annual Mane Event fund-
raiser on Saturday, Nov. 2 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Byron Golf 

Course Pavilion at 6734 N. 
German Church Road in 
Byron. 

There will be a prime rib 
dinner option, a mostaccioli 

dinner option (vegetarian 
option available) salad and a 
cash bar. Tickets cost $80 for 
a single, $150 for a couple 
and $600 for an eight-seat 

table. 
Entertainment includes 

silent and live auctions, a 
50/50 raffle, and music by 
“Bowling for Dollars”. 

For RSVP and payments: 
Pegasus Special Riders, PO 
Box 293, Oregon, IL 61061, 
815-973-3177. 

Pegasus Special Riders is 

a nonprofit organization pro-
viding therapeutic encoun-
ters for children and adults 
with special needs. www.
pegasusspecialriuderes.org 

Mane Event fundraiser for Pegasus Special Riders is Nov. 2
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Gabriel Mack
pineview@daystar.io

Phone • Fax
779-251-0254 • 815-946-4372

SERVICES

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Lawncare
Landscaping

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming 

& Planting
Mulching

Forestry Cutting

05202024

W H I T E WAT E R , 
Wis. — Caleb Week-
ley from Byron, who is 
studying music, has been 
named a resident assistant 
(RA) at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater 
for the 2024-25 academic 
year.

RAs are part-time stu-
dent staff members who 
live in the residence halls 
with students, serve as a 
resource and positive role 
model, and help build a 
sense of community by 
hosting floor events.

RAs at UW-Whitewa-
ter reinforce the univer-

sity’s mission to provide 
a welcoming, safe and 
inclusive place where 
students, faculty and staff 
champion one another.

“Resident Assistants 
are dynamic individuals 
selected based on poten-
tial as a leader, ability to 
connect with students and 
having an attitude that is 
positive and caring,” said 
Maria Glorioso, assis-
tant director for student 
engagement. “RAs plan 
fun and engaging events, 
serve as a resource to 
others and interact inten-
tionally with each student 

they encounter. They are 
instrumental in making 
the halls home for every 
student.” 

Prospective RAs must 
have experience living on 
campus for two semesters 
and have a minimum GPA 
of 2.25. They go through 
group interviews with 
peers and housing staff 
members, and an individ-
ual interview before being 
offered the position.

A total of 129 RAs 
serve 14 Residence Halls 
on the UW-Whitewater 
campus, and 13 floater 
RAs assist where needed.

Byron’s Weekley named UW-
Whitewater resident assistant

LEAF RIVER  — 
Nominating petitions 
for Bertolet Memorial 
Library Board in Leaf 
River are available.

Current board mem-
bers include Danielle 
Brooks Krista Carlson, 
Willem Dijstelbergen, 
Mollie Krecklow, Ardis 
Kump, Shirley Poggioli 
and David Sheely.  Two of 
these seven positions will 

be open for election; all 
two positions are six-year 
terms.  The election for 
these open positions will 
be held on April 1, 2025.

Library board mem-
bers must be, on the date 
of election, a citizen of 
the United States, at least 
18 years old, a registered 
voter, a resident of the 
State of Illinois and the 
Library District.  To 

be considered for elec-
tion, candidates must 
file a petition with three 
signatures of qualified 
voters residing within 
the Bertolet Memorial 
Library District. Addi-
tionally, candidates must 
complete, sign and have 
notarized a loyalty oath, 
statement of candidacy 
and statement of econom-
ic interest.

Election packets for Bertolet Memorial Library Board available
All necessary forms 

will be included in the 
candidate’s election pack-
et.  Candidates may begin 
filing completed petitions 
at the library on Tuesday, 
Nov. 12. Filing concludes 

Monday, Nov. 18 at 5 p.m. 
Packets returned after 
Nov. 18 may not be con-
sidered for candidacy.  
Packets may be obtained 
and filed during library 
hours:  Monday-Thurs-

day 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday 8 a.m. to noon.

This information is 
provided as a public 
service.  For further in-
formation, please contact 
Linda, at (815) 738-2742.

From page 1

BEST services other 
7 counties besides Ogle 
County. Folken said her 
organization offers a menu 
of services and helps indi-
viduals on a case-by-case 
basis to better themselves 
and to become self-suf-
ficient.

Folken talked about 
success stories of Ogle 
County residents that have 
been helped by BEST.

“Edward came into the 
BEST program looking 
for assistance with truck 
driver training,” Folken 
said. “He was determined 
eligible for services and 
BEST was able to help with 
tuition and fees along with 
mileage to travel back and 
forth to school. Edward 
obtained his CDL and is 
working and receiving a 
nice wage that helps him 
be self-sufficient. Anoth-
er is Brittany, who came 
into our program after 
completing prerequisites 
for nursing school. She 
was only able to attend 
school on a part-time basis 
because she had to work to 
pay for school. Once BEST 
was able to help, she could 
go to school full-time and 
complete school faster. She 
is now working full-time at 
CGH in Sterling making 
over $32 an hour. She told 
us she loves her job and is 
thankful to us.”

Solar
The board voted 21-2 to 

approve a special use per-

OGLE: County board approves special use permit for solar project

mit for Yellow Rock Solar 
for the construction and 
operation of a 4.99-mega-
watt community solar 
facility project on 46.46 
acres in the 2,000 block 
of South Daysville Road.

Board Member Dan 

Janes (R-District 5, Still-
man Valley) said the solar 
project proposal was pre-
viously rejected before 
the site was changed and 
brought back. The origi-
nal proposal was rejected 
to protect prime soil and 

farmland.

ARPA
The board unanimous-

ly approved $428,733 in 
ARPA funding requests 
including $250,000 being 
moved to the county general 

fund, $110,773 for the hu-
man resources department 
to cover expenses for 2025, 
$40,000 for its ADP payroll 
payment, and $28,000 to 
pay back to its IT depart-
ment for money it borrowed 
from that fund.

The board approved the 
use of $8,428.93 in ARPA 
funds and $62,503.97 in 
opioid grant money to pur-
chase internal components 
for trucks for the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
from Karl Chevrolet.

A presentation was made at the meeting by Business Employment Skills Team (BEST) Executive Director Carrie Folken. BEST serves Ogle 
County residents and administers the federal Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act. September is National Workforce Development 
Month.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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THANK YOU for voting!

31,10431,104 Total Votes!
LOOK FOR WINNERS 

(NEW PRINT DATES)
in  Rochelle News-Leader

Sunday, October 13th
& in Ogle County Life
Monday, October 14th

OREGON  — The 
Oregon CUSD enshrined 
its 2024 Athletic Hall 
of Fame class during 
a ceremony this past 
weekend. Former Hawk 
student-athletes, coaches, 
teams, administrators and 
faculty as well as friends 
of the athletic program 
were honored in the in-
augural ceremony. Below 
are the members who were 
inducted into the Oregon 
CUSD Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

Jerry Baker
Jerry Baker was one 

of the most outstanding 
athletes at Oregon High 
School during the decade 
of the 1980’s. His athletic 
highlight was capturing 
the IHSA Class A state 
championship in the dis-

cus during his senior year 
in May of 1982. At the 
state finals, Baker threw 
165’5, a school record at 
the time which stood for 
15 years. Baker was also 
an outstanding football 
player for the Hawks, 
earning All-Conference 
honors in both 1980 and 
1981 as well as All-State 
honors in football during 
his 1981 senior season. He 
was also selected as the 
Male Athlete of the Year 
for OHS for the 1981-82 
athletic year. He was a four 
sport athlete that also par-
ticipated in basketball and 
baseball for the Hawks.

Andy Ballard
Andy Ballard was one 

of the most dominant 
athletes at Oregon High 
School during the early 

2000’s. He excelled in 
three sports - football, 
wrestling, and track. In 
football, he helped lead 
the Hawks to the IHSA 
state championship game 
in 2000 and was a First 
Team All-State selec-
tion that season. He was 
also named a football 
All-Conference selection 
three years straight (1998, 
1999, 2000). As a wrestler, 
Ballard was a two time 
state qualifier and finished 
as state runner-up during 
his senior year in 2001, 
compiling a season record 
of 42-3. In track & field, 
Ballard qualified for the 
IHSA state finals in four 
events his senior year (shot 
put, discus, 400m, and 
1600m relay). He finished 
in 7th place in the discus 

OCUSD 220 honors Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2024
The 1997-98 boys cross country team (left), the 2008-09 boys track and field team (center) and the 1997-98 wrestling team (right) were among the honorees inducted 
into the Oregon CUSD 220 Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2024. Bob and Leona Groenhagen (below) were also inducted as friends of athletics.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

throw and helped the 
Hawks take fourth place 
in the 1600m relay finals. 
He was selected as the 

Male Athlete of the Year 
for OHS for the 2000-01 
athletic year. Ballard went 
on to compete in track & 

field at Marquette Univer-
sity in Milwaukee. 

See OCUSD page 2
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RockValleyProperties.com
Each offi  ce is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

You can’t help but fall in 
love with this designer ranch 
home of exceptional quality! 
Distinctively different as a 
Double Envelope Custom one 
owner home! Located just a 
few minutes from downtown 
Oregon, but with privacy plus! 

Perfectly positioned on 5 wooded Park like acres. Beautifully landscaped fenced in 
yard. Huge kitchen w/Granite countertops, Formal Dining Room, sliders to open sunny 
enclosed living areas, dramatic Living Room features a stunning stone fi replace, 3-4 
brs, 2.5 baths, Offi ce, Den, Family Room, Rec Room with Pella Windows, new roof in 
2024, Trek decking w solid planking. Lots of light & space throughout! Parking for 4 
cars plus a large Gazebo w screens and windows...Perfect for entertaining! This is the 
fi rst time this property has been offered and it will go fast! Call today!

10 E Hitt Street Mount Morris $399,000 Call Jennifer Rybicki
Are you ready to jump into the restaurant business? Look no further, this turnkey operation 
could be yours!!! The Peppermill restaurant is selling both business and building after 30 
successful years of operation. The current owners have built a strong customer base, friendly 
atmosphere at a great location. The Peppermill offers a bar on the left side of the business 
with over 20 bar stools, seating for over 100 guests in the building and adequate amount of 
parking. Current owners are willing to train and guide you to maximize your investment and 
produce a cash fl owing business of your own. This sale includes all equipment and inventory 
for a smooth transition. Set up your showing today, don’t miss out this great opportunity!

1371 N Mongan Drive 
Oregon $399,900 

Call Carla

Charming 2 story home with 
attached garage. This house 
has 3 bedrooms, a full bath on 
the upper level, a half bath on 
the main fl oor. Laundry hook 
ups in the basement plus a 
laundry room on the fi rst fl oor. 
The basement has a large family 

room with 2 egress windows. The eat-in kitchen has a glass sliding door letting all the light 
in as well as great views of the 30 x 16 deck and the fenced back yard with a hot water 
spigot for you to have an outdoor sink in the summer. Fire pit stays. The backyard also 
has a shed with electricity and other outlets protected by a GFCI circuit breaker. Whole 
house water fi ltration system. Roof was new in2014. Attached garage is a great workshop 
heaven. It is fi nished, heated, garage door opener, 3 electric circuits, wired and speakers 
for stereo, and great shop lighting. Mount Morris is part of the Oregon School District.

408 W Main Street 
Mount Morris 

$169,000 Call Lori

502 Franklin Street Oregon $184,900 Call Becky
Great downtown Oregon location for this retail/offi ce building. This 1 level property has 
1800+ sq ft currently used as a retail store. It has 3 separate entrances, 2 bathrooms (1 ADA 
compliant), 2 “retail shop” rooms with original hardwood 24.1x21.2 and 16.6 x12.6, 1 large 
room used as a classroom 21.2x13.3, offi ce 12x8.3, another large room 17.1x13.3, 2nd offi ce 
12x8.3 and attic area with lots of potential is partially fi nished for use 17.7x13.3 & 14.4x13.7. 
Five mini-split electric heat & air units. New roof 2023, front sign posts are grandfathered in 
(actual sign will be removed), located in TIF district, pergola over patio, electrical redone in 
2021, 3 newer windows, newer homemade main door, custom built beams on ceiling, barn 
doors on storage closet. Zoned commercial. Move your business right in!

523 W Blackhawk Drive Byron $620,000 Call Becky
Calling Investors!!! Great investment opportunity with two means of income 
- Successful existing restaurant with a 3 year lease plus a 5 unit apartment 
building (long term renters) - great cash fl ow. Restaurant has been remodeled & 
kitchen updated. Apartments have 2 bedroom & laundry in each. Lots of paved 
parking for both the restaurant and apartments. Great central location on the 
state highway and in the busy business area with a traffi c count of 10,600 daily. 
(business not included - only building and apartments) Outdoor covered patio not 
included in the sale.

1107 E Route 64 Oregon $449,000 Call Rebecca
NEW ROOF WITH 50 YEAR SHINGLES, GUTTERS AND SOME FRESH EXTERIORE PAINTING 
AT THIS COMMERCIAL PROPERTY WITH OVER 9,000 SQUARE FEET OF FINISHED SPACE ON 
A 1.36 ACRE LOT! Prime real estate location located on Route 64 just east of beautiful, downtown 
Oregon. Currently used as a retail space, this property has fresh neutral paint and epoxy coated fl ooring 
throughout. The main fl oor is open and has a great deal of square footage along with a his and hers 
bathroom. There is a fi nished loft area that previously served as offi ce space. Partial basement with a 
half bathroom and egress windows. There is a large parking lot with plenty of parking spaces along with 
additional land for expansion of the building or parking area. Currently well & septic with city water/sewer 
at the lot line. Bring your ideas as the possibilities are endless with this building and location!

1221 Currency Court Rochelle $225,000 Call Taylor or JD
Seize the opportunity to LEASE-TO-OWN this all-brick offi ce building, boasting excellent 
visibility to traffi c. Spanning 1,500 sq ft, this property features four generously sized offi ce 
rooms, a conference room, and a welcoming reception area. Additionally, enjoy 500 sq ft of 
usable common space, including a shared kitchen area/break room and two bathrooms. This 
versatile building is ideal for a variety of professional uses, including offi ce space, medical 
practices, physical therapy, chiropractic services, hair styling, and more. The owner is 
committed to ensuring the space is suitable for the tenant and is willing to tailor the property 
to meet your specifi c needs. Move your business in and start thriving in this highly visible 
location. Don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity!

420 W Meadows Drive Freeport $100,000 Call Rebecca
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! Over 5,000 fi nished square feet in this Morton building plus an 
attached 2,000 square feet greenhouse that has an above ground pool! Formerly, Brooke’s 
Barks & Recreation, the possibilities are endless with this location which includes front 
reception area, several offi ces, kitchenette, 2 bathrooms, and a laundry area. There is also 
a large room with TSR fl oor coating that is open and could easily be divided into additional 
workspace or storage space. Another benefi t is that the property is ADA compliant. 1.07 
acre lot that includes large fenced in area off the front of the business and a parking lot with 
parking for 20+ cars. A quick closing is possible. Call for your showing today!

5496 S Poplar Drive Oregon NOW $289,500 Call Taylor
Welcome to 5496 S Poplar Dr, a beautifully updated home in the peaceful countryside just 
outside Oregon, IL. This 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom property offers the perfect blend of rural 
serenity and convenient access to the nearby towns of Oregon and Dixon for shopping and 
dining. Recent updates include fl ooring and refi nished cabinets in 2024, a new roof in 2023, 
windows replaced in 2017, a furnace in 2020, and an upgraded air conditioner in 2017, 
ensuring comfort and effi ciency. The spacious yard provides a quiet retreat to enjoy nature, 
making this home a perfect escape from the busyness of life while remaining close to modern 
conveniences. Don’t miss your chance to experience this ideal balance of comfort and location!
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Jake Carpenter
Jake Carpenter was an 

outstanding athlete for 
the Hawks during the 
early to mid 1990’s, at 
times participating in five 
different sports (football, 
cross country, basketball, 
baseball, track & field. 
As an upperclassman, he 
concentrated only on cross 
country, basketball, and 
track. He was a two time all 
state runner in cross country 
with an individual finish of 
8th in state as a junior and 
6th in state as a senior. He 
was the captain of the OHS 
cross country squad that 
finished as state runner up 
at the 1993 IHSA Class A 
State Finals. In basketball, 
Jake was a three year varsity 
guard on the Hawk teams 
that won IHSA Regional 
Championships in 1993 
and 1994 and advanced 

both of those seasons’ 
Sectional finals. Jake was a 
team captain and an all state 
distance runner in track. 
At the 1995 IHSA Class A 
State Finals, he placed 5th in 
3200m, 10th in the 1600m, 
and 2nd as a member (along 
with his twin brother, Ben) 
in the 3200m relay. He 
broke OHS school records 
in the 1600m, 3200m, and 
the 3200m relay. The 3200 
Relay time of 7:58.05 still 
remains the OHS school 
record. Carpenter was se-
lected as a co-male Athlete 
of the Year for the 2004-05 
athletic year at Oregon High 
School. He went on to run 
both cross country and track 
at DePauw University in 
Indiana where he was team 
captain and earned NCAA 
Division III All-American 
honors in the 1500m run.

Sherman Landers
Sherman Landers is 

widely recognized as one 

Jerry Baker (left), Andy Ballard (center) and Jake Carpenter (right) are three of the individuals who were inducted into the OCUSD 220 Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 
2024. Also inducted were individuals Sherman Landers (below left) and Frank Loomis (below right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

OCUSD: Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2024 inductees honored

of the finest Illinois high 
school track athletes of the 
first half of the 20th century. 
After finishing in 4th place 
at the IHSA State Finals in 

the pole vault as a sopho-
more, Landers became a 
three time IHSA individual 
state champion winning the 
pole vault in 1915 and both 

the pole vault and the 120 
High Hurdles in 1916. He 
was also considered the 
Midwest Interscholastic 
Champion and was rec-

ognized as the unofficial 
world record holder in the 
event at 12’8. 

See OCUSD page 3

Trestle Ridge Dulpex 2 Bedroom 
Floor Plan

Trestle Ridge Open House
1101 S. 2nd Street in Oregon

Saturdays 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19 & 10/26
Noon to 2PM

Matt Willahan
Listing Broker

Hvarre Realty
815-218-8858

815-378-2151  |  P.O. Box 1142 • Dixon, IL 61021  |  www.hvarre.com
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OCUSD: Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2024 inductees honored
Doug Engle (left), JR Worley (center) and Salley Wessels (right) are three of the individuals who were inducted into the OCUSD 220 Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2024.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Combining with team-
mate Frank Loomis, Land-
ers helped lead Oregon to 
a third place team finish in 
Class B at the 1916 State 
Finals and an 8th place 
team finish as a junior in 
1915. After high school, 
Landers later became a 
national champion in the 
event. He went on to par-
ticipate in the triple jump 
at the Olympic Games 
in Antwerp in 1920, fin-
ishing in 5th place with 
a jump of 46’4. The ath-
letic field at Oregon High 
School is named in his and 
teammate Loomis’ honor.

Frank Loomis
Frank Loomis moved 

to Oregon from Hyde 
Park HS in Chicago to run 
with OHS star Sherman 
Landers and together the 
duo dominated track & 
field throughout the Mid-
west. While a senior at 
Oregon, Loomis equalled 
the national interscholas-
tic record of 24.2 for the 
220y hurdles and after 
joining the Chicago Ath-
letic Association, he won 
the AAU title over this 
distance in 1917 and 1918. 
After winning the 440y 
hurdles at the Western 
Olympic Trials in a new 
world record time of 54.2 
, Loomis then went on to 
win the gold medal in the 
400m hurdles at the 1920 
Olympics in Antwerp, 
Belgium with a new world 
record of 54.0. The ath-
letic field at Oregon High 
School is named is his and 
teammate Landers’ honor.

Doug Engle
Coach Engle was the 

long time shot put and dis-
cus coach at Oregon High 
School for both boys and 
girls from 1987 until his 
retirement after the 2022 
season. During his career 

at Oregon, Coach Engle 
had five female throwers 
place at the IHSA state 
finals and bring home 
a collective total of 15 
medals. On the boys’ side, 
he coached seven Hawks 
to state place finishes and 
a collective total of 12 
medals in the throws. The 
highlight of his Oregon ca-
reer were the IHSA Class 
A state championships 
won by Brenna Noon in 
the shot put in 2021, and 
by Jenae Bothe in the shot 
put in 2022. After retir-
ing as a teacher in 2007, 
there was a several year 
gap where Engle did not 
coach. During that time, 
there was not a single 
state qualifier from Ore-
gon High School. After a 
few years, he went back 
into coaching and imme-
diately every single year 
thereafter, there were state 
qualifiers culminating 
in the back to back state 
champions. Engle was 
inducted into the Illinois 
Track & Cross Coun-
try Coaches Association 
(ITCCA) Hall of Fame 
in 2014.

Salley Wessels
Salley Wessels was 

a trailblazer for female 
athletes at Mt. Morris 
high school both before 
and after the passage of 
Title IX legislation in the 
early 1970’s. Prior to girls 
interscholastic sports, 
Wessels was the Girls Ath-
letic Association (GAA) 
advisor for MMHS which 
provided opportunities 
for girls to participate in 
various sports in an intra-
mural-like setting. When 
competitive girls athletics 
began in 1973, Wessels 
served as head coach of the 
Lady Mounders in basket-
ball, track, and even field 
hockey. Later on, she also 
became head volleyball 

coach and also worked 
with the boys golf team 
through the 1990’s. After 
retiring, she helped as a 
volunteer girls basketball 
coach at the junior high 
level for many years. Wes-
sels herself was a highly 
successful golfer captur-
ing the Illinois Women’s 
Amateur title in 1972 as 
well as numerous other 
state and local champion-
ships. She was inducted 
into the Illinois Women’s 
Golf Association Hall of 
Fame in 2022.

2008-09 Boys Track 
& Field Team

The 2009 Oregon 
Hawk boys track team 
captured the third ever 
state championship in 
school history by taking 
home the IHSA Class 1A 
state title. The journey 
to the title started at the 
Lena-Winslow Sectional 
where the Hawks edged ri-
val Winnebago 142-131.5 
to take home the Sectional 
crown and advance a 
multitude of athletes to 
the following week’s state 
finals at Eastern Illinois 
University in Charleston. 
At State, the Hawks ran 
wild racking up 55 team 
points to again defeat 
runner-up Winnebago 
with 37. Leading the 
way was sprinter Jordan 
Thomas who was double 
state champ winning both 
the 100m (:11.01) and the 
200m dashes (:21.90). 
Thomas also finished in 
second place in the 400m 
dash. Also scoring points 
for Oregon were Ethan 
Gale - 6th in the pole 
vault; Thomas, Garrett 
Thomas, Nick Snyder, 
and Ryan McWethy - 3rd 
place in the 4x100m re-
lay; Nick Gallardo - 5th 
place in the 100m hur-
dles & 7th in the 300m 
hurdles; and McWethy, 

Garrett Thomas, Snyder, 
and Dylan Puckett in the 
4x200m relay. The Hawks 
were coached by Jim 
Spratt who was inducted 
into the Illinois Track & 
Cross Country Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame 
in 2023.

1997-98 Boys Cross 
Country Team

Following a tenth place 
finish at the 1996 IHSA 
Class A State Finals, hopes 
were high for the ‘97 cross 
country Hawks with mul-
tiple runners returning to 
the squad. The high hopes 
proved to be legitimate as 
by the end of September, 
Oregon had risen to the #1 
spot in the Class A rank-
ings. The Hawks powered 
through to victory at the 
Byron Invitational, ran a 
seven man sweep to win 
the IHSA Regional, and 
claimed the Sectional 
championship the follow-
ing week. Moving on to 
the IHSA State Meet at 
Detweiller Park in Peoria 
the following weekend, 
the Hawks edged run-
ner-up McLeansboro by 
five points (144-149) to 
bring home the first state 
championship trophy in 
any sport in school history. 
Chad Zellers (7th) and 
Jared Harvey (17th) were 
the top finishers for the 
Hawks in the champion-
ship effort. Other runners 
on the course that day were 
Tom Bottoms, Seth Gren-
nan, Dan Dietrich, Lance 
Reinbolz, and John Weber. 
The Hawks were coached 
by Art Carlson who was 
inducted into the Illinois 
Track & Cross Country 
Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame in 1999.

1997-98 Wrestling 
Team

The 1997-98 Oregon 
Hawk wrestling team be-

came the second team in 
school history to claim an 
IHSA state championship 
by winning the 1998 IHSA 
Dual Team Wrestling state 
title and 28-2 overall dual 
meet record. The path to 
the title was not an easy 
one as the Hawks had to 
edge local rivals Stillman 
Valley and Byron at the 
Sectional. Oregon ended 
up defeating Stillman 31-
22 and beating Byron 29-
18 to advance to the Round 
of Eight state finals. At 
state, Oregon secured an 
easy 49-11 win over Rock 
Island Alleman to advance 
to the semifinals. In the 
semis versus Lombard 
Montini, the Hawks were 
tied 20-20 before winning 
four of the final five bouts 
to claim a 36-23 win and 
an appearance in the 
state championship match 
against Coal City. In the 
final round, Oregon went 
ahead for good after Eric 
Berg’s major decision at 
103 pounds and held on 
for a 35-26 championship 
victory. Team members 
who wrestled in the state 
finals were Berg, Chad 
Gaston, Nate Winters, 
Jason Bausman, Tom Bot-
toms, Brent Suter, Brad 
Bauer, Jeremy Benesh, 
Jeremy Kennay, Sean 
Connolly, Marc Heng, 
Rob Wilkins, Josh Pear-
son, Ted Pollock, & Josh 
Carlson. The team was 
coached by Mike Papini, 
who had earned Illinois 
Wrestling Coaches Asso-
ciation Coach of the Year 
honors the prior year in 
1996-97 when the Hawks 
finished as the IHSA Class 
A state runner-up.

J.R. Worley
After serving his coun-

try in World War II and 
excelling in athletics at 
Monmouth College, J.R. 

Worley came to Mt. Morris 
High School as a science 
and social studies teach-
er. After serving as head 
coach for the Mounders 
in all boys sports offered 
at the school (football/
basketball/track), he be-
came Athletic Director 
at MMHS in 1956 and 
held the position until 
his retirement in 1982. 
During his tenure as AD, 
Worley was instrumental 
in advocating for girls 
sports in the mid 1970’s 
after the passage of Title 
IX legislation. As such, 
Mt. Morris had highly 
successful girls athletic 
teams during this era. 
After he retired, he was 
a long time IHSA official 
in both track and cross 
country and continued 
to provide assistance at 
home track meets on the 
cinder track in Mt. Morris 
until the merger with Ore-
gon. He was inducted into 
the Monmouth College 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1995.

Bob & Leona 
Groenhagen
Bob & Leona Groenha-

gen were die-hard Oregon 
Hawk Fans and were 
a constant presence in 
the stands of numerous 
OHS sporting events 
for well over 40 years. 
Especially during the 
mid 1990’s through the 
mid 2000’s, they could 
be found supporting bas-
ketball, football, track, 
baseball, softball, cross 
country, and more with 
their Hawk Pride. The 
couple would additionally 
support many park district 
teams and high school 
programs with helpful 
financial donations from 
Groenhagen Farms. Le-
ona was a 1948 Oregon 
High School graduate.

LEGO Club
Monday, October 7th 

at 5PM: We can’t wait 
to see everybody back at 
LEGO Club! Bricks are 
provided; you bring the 
imagination!

Stories With Stacey
Thursdays at 10:00AM: 

Miss Stacey is back with 
her fall story time session 
on September 5th for your 
toddlers and preschoolers. 
No registration is needed.

A to Z Reading Chal-
lenge

It seems like we are 
sailing through the alpha-
bet. If you are reading in 
order, be on the lookout 
for the display of titles 
that begin with “S.”

September Book of 
the Month

W i l l i a m  K e n t 
Krueger’s book This Ten-
der Land  takes place in 
Minnesota 1932, at the be-
ginning of the Depression. 
Odie and Albert O’Banion 
are orphans who live at the 
Lincoln Indian Training 
School which is for Native 
American children who 
were taken away from 
their families to be taught 
the ways of the white men.  
Odie and Albert have to 

flee the school after a 
crime is committed.  They 
take their mute friend 
Mose and a little girl 
named Emmy with them.  
The four take a canoe and 
head down the Mississippi 
looking for a home and 
meet colorful characters 
of all kinds.  Stop by the 
circulation desk and pick 
up a copy today.

September Craft
Head off to school with 

a brand new bookmark.  
Stop by the circulation 
desk to pick up your kit 
today.

Coloring Pages
Don’t forget we have 

new coloring pages each 
week available for you 
to choose from. Enjoy a 
relaxing evening at home 
as the weather turns to fall.

Card Making

Card Making supplies 
are always available for 
you to create with. Call 
ahead for room avail-
ability.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with 
no debris  in the dona-
tion.    *No animal feed 
bags are allowed*  Also 
please  remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
Every Single Secret by 

Christina Dodd (LP)
The Hanging Party by 

William W Johnstone
Passions In Death by 

J.D. Robb
Picture Book
Concrete Mixers by 

Mari Bolte
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE CONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICETREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-732-2156

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Independently owned & operated.

RE/MAX
PROFESSIONAL
ADVANTAGE

404 W. Blackhawk 
Drive, Byron, IL 
815-234-4663

REAL ESTATE
If you are looking for a Realtor with 
Experience & Knowledge, contact 

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462

sharon.bowers@remax.net
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LOCAL NEWS

Oregon Junior Hawks off to strong start this season
OREGON — The Or-

egon Junior Hawk cross 
country team is enjoying 
a strong start to the 2024 
season. The team raced in 
its first meet of the season 
at Genoa-Kingston on 
Aug. 29, where the girls 
finished second behind a 
stellar individual outing 
from Anya Anaya, who 
placed second in 13:55 
to set a new course record 
for the Oregon girls at 
the Genoa-Kingston race 
course.

Nicanor Anaya was 
the top boy for the Ju-
nior Hawks in the sea-
son-opening meet, fin-
ishing seventh with a 
time of 14:19. The team 
continued its season at 
the Oregon Open, which 

was held at Oregon Park 
West in early September. 
The girls finished fourth 
out of 20 teams at the 
Junior High level, with 
Kollins Anaya leading the 
way with an Oregon girls 
home course record time 
of 10:42. Anya Anaya also 
medaled with a top-10 
finish, taking sixth with 
a time of 10:48.

Oregon’s boys placed 
13th at the Oregon Open. 
The Junior Hawks were 
led by Nicanor Anaya, 
who finished 18th with 
a time of 10:47 and was 
the fastest fifth-grader 
in the meet. Last week, 
Oregon raced in Win-
nebago on Tuesday and 
Sterling on Thursday. 
The girls finished second 

The Oregon Junior Hawk cross country team is enjoying a strong start to the 2024 season. The team raced in its first meet of the season at Genoa-Kingston on Aug. 29.
(COURTESY PHOTOS)

at Winnebago and sixth 
at Sterling, while the 
boys placed seventh in 

Winnebago and 10th at 
Sterling. Kollins Anaya 
tied Oregon’s Winnebago 

course record with a time 
of 7:39. Kollins and Anya 
Anaya medaled in third 

and fourth at Sterling and 
beat Oregon’s Sterling 
course record.

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) during the 10:30 worship 
Coffee & fellowship time: 10:00am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS
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LOCAL NEWS
OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

Oregon boys soccer 
team shuts out Dixon

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys soc-
cer team won 1-0 over 
Dixon on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11 behind a goal 
from Steven Guardado 
and an assist from Danny 
Chisamore. The Hawks 
are now 3-4-2 overall and 
2-2 in the Big Northern 
Conference.

Oregon volleyball 
team defeats Sterling 
Newman

The Oregon High 
School varsity volley-
ball team scored a 25-11, 
25-16 win over Sterling 
Newman on Thursday, 
Sept. 12. Anna Stender 
recorded 11 assists, eight 
digs and one ace, while 
Skylar Bishop added four 
kills and three blocks. 
Grace Tremble compiled 
four kills and four digs 
for the Hawks (5-5), who 
received 13 digs and an 
ace from Madi Shaffer. 
The JV Hawks fell 27-29, 
15-25 and the F/S Hawks 
won 25-18, 22-25, 22-20.

Oregon golf teams 
split match with Dixon

The Oregon High 
School varsity girls golf 
team carded a 198-209 
victory against Dixon 
on Thursday, Sept. 12 
at Silver Ridge. Sarah 
Eckardt earned medalist 

honors with a 43, while 
Aniyah Sarver followed 
with 46 for runner-up 
honors. The Oregon High 
School varsity boys golf 
team fell 170-184 despite 
a team-low 43 from Jack-
son Messenger. The girls 
are now 6-2 overall and 
6-1 in the BNC. The boys 
are now 7-5 overall and 
4-4 in the BNC.

Forreston golf team 
defeats Rochelle

The Forreston High 
School varsity golf team 
edged out Rochelle 168-
171 at Fairways Golf 
Course on Thursday, 
Sept. 12. Kaden Brown 
tied for medalist honors 
with a 37, while Kend-
all Erdmann fired a 42 
and Darin Greenfield 
finished with 44. Daylen 
Rahn shot 45 and Aspen 
McGlynn had 47 for the 
Cardinals, who are now 
8-1 overall and 3-0 in the 
NUIC with the win. 

Forreston volleyball 
team takes down East 
Dubuque

The Forreston High 
School varsity volleyball 
team won 27-25, 25-23 
against East Dubuque 
on Thursday, Sept. 12. 
Jaiden Schneiderman 
totaled 17 kills and three 
aces, while Ennen Ferris 
dished out 23 assists and 
Hannah Vinnedge com-

piled 13 digs, one block 
and one ace. Bree Schnei-
derman added seven kills 
in the victory.

Oregon football team 
outlasts Genoa-Kings-
ton

The Oregon High 
School varsity foot-
ball team outlasted Ge-
noa-Kingston for a 3-0 
win on Friday, Sept. 13. 
Gavin Morrow kicked a 
21-yard field goal in the 
fourth quarter to lift the 
Hawks over the Cogs. 
Hunter Bartel rushed for 
128 yards on 18 carries, 
while Logan Weems 
rushed for 72 yards on 
20 carries.

Polo football team 
dominates Kirkland/
Hiawatha

The Polo High School 
varsity football team 
dominated Kirkland/Hi-
awatha for a 54-0 win 
on Friday, Sept. 13. Gus 
Mumford rushed for 133 
yards and one touchdown 
on four carries while 
completing 4-of-5 pass-
es for 115 yards and a 
touchdown. Noah Dewey 
rushed for 32 yards and 
a touchdown on five car-
ries while catching two 
passes for 61 yards and 
a touchdown. 

Gage Zeigler rushed 
for 80 yards and two 
touchdowns on three car-

ries and Mercer Mumford 
rushed for 51 yards and a 
touchdown on eight car-
ries. JT Stevenson threw 
a 10-yard touchdown pass 
to Korbin Kavanaugh.

Forreston football 
team falls short against 
Galena

The Forreston High 
School varsity football 
team fell just short against 
Galena, losing 19-18 on 
Friday, Sept. 13. Evan 
Boettner rushed for 103 
yards and one touchdown 
and Brady Gill rushed for 
a 5-yard touchdown and a 
1-yard touchdown. Dane 
Setterstrom rushed for 70 
yards. 

Byron football team 
rolls over Williamsville

The  Byron  High 
School varsity football 
team remained undefeat-
ed with a 41-3 win against 
Williamsville on Friday, 
Sept. 13. Andrew Talbert 
rushed for 112 yards 
and two touchdowns, 
while Kaden McGough 
rumbled for 168 yards 
and two touchdowns in 
the win. Brayden Knoll 
rushed for 73 yards and 
caught a 67-yard touch-
down pass from Andrew 
Talbert. 

Denton Shank had 
11 total tackles and 
four tackles for loss on 
defense, while Jared 

Claunch added eight total 
tackles and three tackles 
for loss in the win. 

Oregon boys soc-
cer team loses to Ge-
noa-Kingston

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys soc-
cer team fell 3-1 against 
Genoa-Kingston on Mon-
day, Sept. 16. Steven 
Guardado scored a goal 
on an assist from Diego 
Hernandez. Deryk With-
ers had eight saves for the 
Hawks (3-6-2, 2-3 BNC) 
in the loss to the Cogs.

Oregon golf teams 
split tri-match with 
Forreston and Polo

The Oregon High 
School varsity golf teams 
played with Polo and 
Forreston at Silver Ridge 
on Monday, Sept. 16. For-
reston’s boys won with 
166, while Oregon’s boys 
took second with 196 and 
Polo’s boys finished third 
with 221. Nole Cam-
pos led the Hawks with 
48, while Kaden Brown 
earned medalist honors 
for Forreston with 37 and 
Cooper Dawson led Polo 
with 50. Oregon’s boys 
are now 8-6 overall and 
4-4 in the Big Northern 
Conference.

The Oregon High 
School varsity girls golf 
team beat Polo 200-268 
behind 45 from medal-

ist Aniyah Sarver and 
51 from Toni Withers. 
Elsa Monaco and Grace 
Monaco each shot 57 
for Polo. Oregon’s girls 
are now 7-2 overall and 
6-1 in the Big Northern 
Conference.

Oregon volleyball 
team wins against Polo

The Oregon High 
School varsity volleyball 
team won 25-18, 28-26 
against Polo on Tuesday, 
Sept. 17. The Hawks are 
now 5-6 on the season. 
Madi Shaffer recorded 16 
digs and six assists, while 
Addi Rufer added 10 digs 
and Anna Stender collect-
ed 20 digs with three aces. 
Grace Tremble totaled six 
kills and three digs for the 
Hawks, whose JV team 
fell 21-25, 25-18, 13-15.

Forreston golf team 
defeats Stockton

The Forreston High 
School varsity golf team 
is now 12-1 overall and 
4-0 in the NUIC af-
ter a 168-188 win over 
Stockton at Woodbine 
Golf Course on Tuesday, 
Sept. 17. Kaden Brown 
and Daylen Rahn each 
shot 42 and Kendall Erd-
mann carded 40 to earn 
medalist honors. Aspen 
McGlynn added 44 and 
Darin Greenfield shot 
46. Brendan Greenfield 
had 47.

N o  L o n g e r  A c -
c e p t i n g  P l a s t i c 
Thanks to our community 
and the years of our success-
ful partnership with Trex 
and other local organiza-
tions, we collected enough 
plastic bags to donate sever-
al benches to Ogle County! 
However, the library will no 
longer accept donations as 
we pivot to other projects. 
Instead please visit Mei-
jer, Schnucks, Target and 
Kohl’s to donate your bags.

L o c a l  G h o s t -
ly Legends & Myths 
Thursday, Oct. 3. 6 – 7:30 
pm. Come enjoy a spooky 
evening with local historian 
and author Kathi Kresol. 
Kathi has been researching 
ghost stories, true crimes, 
and odd tales of the local 
area for almost two decades. 
She will share her newest 
stories of the hauntings and 
legends of the area. This 
presentation will include 
tales of vengeful spirits and 
strange encounters with the 
other side. 

C reat ive  S tud io 

Our Creative Studio is open 
on Sunday afternoons and 
two evenings a week, so 
stop by for monthly crafts 
and to use our maker space 
equipment! Crafts out on 
the tables are free of charge, 
while some other projects 
will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school 
and high school youth can 
use some of the materials 
while with an adult, or 
during Teen Time.  Cre-
ative Studio hours: Sunday 
1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 
am-1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, 
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 
– 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 
am – 1:00 pm, Thursday 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone 
or mobile device and log 
in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll be 
able to view your checkouts 

and holds, renew renewable 
materials, and search the 
library catalog.  There’s 
even a digital copy of your 
library card!

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons can 
still use our curbside ser-
vice!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you 
want?  Call us for help!  
We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when 
your holds are ready to be 
picked up.  Call us when you 
arrive at the library, and we 
will bring your items out to 
you, already checked out.  A 
receipt with your due dates 
will be included with your 
items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

FVVYN Online Auc-
tion

September 23rd - Oc-
tober 3rd. Forrestville Val-
ley Youth Network is 
holding their online auc-
tion at  32auctions.com/
FVVYN2022  to raise 
funds for the district men-
toring program, scholar-
ships, and insurance. All 
of the approximately 50  
items will be on display 
at the library during the 
auction but bids must be 
submitted online. Library 
computers and staff will 
be available to assist with 
creating an account and 
the online bidding pro-
cess, if needed. Winning 
bidders will pick up their 

items in the Community 
Room at the library on 
Saturday, October 5th. 
Please support our stu-
dents and this valuable 
program by participat-
ing in this much needed 
fundraiser.

Fall Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 

am. Join us every Wednes-
day at 10:00 am for sto-
ries, games, and crafts. 
This program is a great 
opportunity for children 
and caregivers to discover 
the joy of sharing stories 
and making new friends 
in a relaxed setting. We 
hope you’ll join us!

Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with 
a small kitchenette) is 
available for meetings, 
parties, showers, fami-
ly reunions, and more. 
Please call the library at 
(815)938-2624 for addi-
tional information.

Soft Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-

type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic 
bags, zipper type bag-
gies (with the zip portion 
removed), cereal/snack 
bags, bubble wrap, and 
other soft plastic. Please 
make sure bags are free 
from debris and remove 
all paper/sticker labels. 
Thank you!

European Travel: 
Pack Light. Pack Right!

Overpacker, under-
packer, backpacker. What-
ever your style, packing for 
a European vacation can 
be overwhelming. But, it 
doesn’t have to be. Join 
frequent flier, Joanna, as 
she talks about packing 
for your European vaca-
tion: what to leave, what 
to bring, plus tips, tricks 
and a packing demonstra-
tion. Monday, September 
30, 6 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.

Tween Scene: Monster 
Making Lab

Crafty + creepy = the 
perfect combination. This 
month we’re embracing the 
spooky season by creating 
plush monsters. Will yours 
be strange and scary… or 
cute and cuddly? Tuesday, 
October 1, 6 p.m. Ages 10-
12. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Have 
a Ball

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. This 
month’s meeting features 
interactive play with tun-
nels and rainbow balls. 
Friday, October 4, 10 a.m.  
Ages 1-4. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Puzzle Palooza
Because…we just fit! In 

our second Puzzle Palooza, 
teams of 2-4 will face off 
to see who can assemble 
the same 500-piece jig-
saw puzzle in 90 minutes. 
Prizes will be given to first, 
second and third-place 
team finishers. Saturday, 
October 5, 2 p.m. Space is 
limited. Register your team 
early by calling the library 
at 815-645-8611.

Fun Day Monday: 
Tales & Tails with Na-
tional Mississippi River 
Museum

Why do some animals 
have tails and what do 
they do with them? The 
National Mississippi Riv-
er Museum will help us 
discover how animals use 
their tails and other adap-
tations by introducing us to 
some live animals up close. 
We’ll also share some an-
imal tales along the way. 
Monday, October 14, 1 
p.m. All ages. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Instagram for Begin-
ners

Help! I have an In-
stagram account, but I 
don’t know the difference 
between a hashtag and a 
mention! Join library staff 
as they cover everything 
you need to know to get 

better acquainted with the 
platform. Bring your fa-
vorite mobile device (app 
installed and logged-into) 
for hands-on practice. 
Monday, October 21, 6 
p.m. Adults only. Regis-
tration required: 815-645-
8611.

Cricut Lab: Wood 
Sign with HTV

Did you know you can 
use heat transfer vinyl 
with more than just fab-
ric? Learn how to apply 
HTV to a wood project in 
this class for experienced 
Cricut users. BYO Cricut 
machine (Explore or Mak-
er), mat, cords and device 
with Cricut app installed. 
Thursday, October 24, 6 
p.m. Adults. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Bicycle Camping: An 
Introduction 

Because getting there 
is just as fun! Join local 
WNIJ contributor, writer 
and avid cyclist, Dan Lib-
man, for an introduction 
to bicycle camping. He’ll 
share advice and stories 
answering the what, why, 
where and how when it 
comes to inspiring and 
organizing your next (or, 
first!) trek on two wheels. 
Monday, October 28, 6 
p.m. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

The following events are 
happening at the Mt. Mor-
ris Senior & Community 
Center!

Diamond Painting
Friday, September 20th – 

Diamond Painting at 11:00 
am.  No skill involved.  We 
will have choices of paint-
ings for sale.

Scams, Schemes & 
Financial Predators

Monday, September 
23rd – Scams, Schemes & 
Financial Predators.  Join us 
at 11:00 am for information 

on how to stop a scammer 
from making you a statistic 
and how to identify emails 
and phone calls designed 
to relieve you of your hard 
earned cash.  Workshop 
is free.  Call the Center 
815-734-6335 to reserve 
your spot.

Community Game 
Night

Thursday, September 
26th join us at 6:00 pm for 
Community Game Night!  
All ages are welcome.  
Games are provided but feel 

free to bring a game of your 
own.  Popcorn is provided 
but feel free to bring your 
own snacks.

Sponsor a Chair!
We are in the process 

of replacing our worn out 
chairs and can use your 
help.  For $50.00 per chair 
you can sponsor one of the 
new chairs we are hoping 
to purchase.  Stop by the 
center during open hours 
(9am to 1 pm) and talk 
with Melissa.  All help is 
appreciated!

Rock River Center is 
a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, Or-
egon.  Our activities and 
trips are open to all ages.  

Call our office @ 815-
732-3252 for assistance 
with Benefit Access Ap-
plication for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance 
or other things.  

Visit us at www.rock-
rivercenter.org and like 
us on Facebook.

Rummikub
Mondays, 12:15 – 3:00 

p.m.
Mexican Train Dom-

inoes
Wednesdays, 9:30 – 

11:00 a.m.
VA Rep on October 4
9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Health & Wellness 

Fair
October 11. 9:00 a.m. 

– 1:00 p.m.
Annual “Pride of Or-

egon” Luncheon Cruise 
Wednesday, October 

16, 2024. 11:00 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. Registration 

deadline October 2.
Senior Information 

Services Provided By 
Rock River Center

Do you need help with 
Benefit Access Applica-
tion, Medicare, housing, 
personal care, homemak-
ing, heating assistance or 
other things?  Rock River 
Center’s Information & 
Assistance Specialists 
are available at various 
locations throughout 
Ogle County.  

Assistance at these 
locations is available BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY.  
Please contact Rock 
River Center at (800) 
541-5479 to schedule 
an appointment. Byron 
- Jarrett Prairie Center 
Oct 14 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Forreston – Library 
Oct 16 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Mt. Morris Senior 
Center Oct 10 10:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Polo 
Senior Center Oct 24 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Rochelle - Hub City Se-
nior Ctr. Oct 3 & 17 9:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

SUPPORT GROUPS 
@ ROCK RIVER CEN-
TER

CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP

Meets:	  4 t h 
Wednesday in February, 
May, August & Novem-
ber. Time: 2:00 – 3:00 
p.m. 24 Hour Advance 
Registration Required.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets:	  3 R D 
Tuesday of month. Time: 
10:00 – 11:30 a.m

DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets:	  1 s t 
Wednesday of the month. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m.

L O W  V I S I O N 
GROUP

Meets:	  2nd and 
4th Tuesday of month. 
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 
p.m.

For more information 
on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 
or call the number 1-800-
541-5479.

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

ROCK RIVER CENTER

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER
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Weekly Brain Busters

Book Sale September 
21st through October 11th!

It’s time to use those 
gift certificates you earned 
from Summer Reading 
Program-Our annual book 
sale will start on September 
21st!  All sales will be by 
donation or buy-a-bag for 
$5.  Nothing will be priced.  
We would like to thank the 
high school Cross Country 
Team for helping with the 
heavy lifting in preparation 
for the sale.

Classic Budgeting 
Tuesday, September 24th 
at 4pm

Do you want to set up a 
budget for your household? 
Unsure of how to stick with 
it and save money too? 
Come in for this informa-
tive program to answer 
all your questions about 
budgeting! You will get to 
talk with counselors from 
the Consumer Credit Coun-
seling Service of Northern 
Illinois. They can assist you 
in creating realistic budget 
and answer any questions 
you have for them!

Donations to Com-
memorate Mary Head

Mary, our beloved Mary 
has retired! The Mount 
Morris Library will be ac-
cepting donations in honor 

of Mary’s commitment to 
the community. Mary has 
served the library and our 
community for 30 years! 
If you would like to honor 
her service by donating to 
the library, please stop by!

Story Time! Wednes-
days at 11:15am

We will be reading 
books and the children 
will create a craft this 
Wednesday. Story time is 
every Wednesday @11:15, 
bring your little ones to 
enjoy stories and a craft at 
the Mount Morris Library! 

Display Case Show-
ings

New display at the 
Mount Morris Library! 
Thank you cards from 
students who were given 
books from the 9x9x9 
Mount Morris Library 
Foundation program! The 
9x9x9 Program collects 
donations so that every 
first-grade student can 
receive a new book every 
month of the school year! 
Stop by the library for more 
information. We are always 
looking for collectors or 
artists who are willing to 
share their treasures in 
our display cases.  If you 
are interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Cookbook Club Tues-
day, October 1st!  

How to join: We have 
an new book this month, 
“Fool’s Gold Cookbook” 
by novelist Susan Mallery. 
This book was a request 
from our cookbook club 
members! Create one of 
the recipes mentioned in 
Susan Mallery’s Fool’s 
Gold series of books! Come 
in, choose your recipe, and 
bring your dish to pass at 
our next meeting!

Lego Club Thursday, 
October 17th

Lego night is the third 
Thursday of each month. 
Join in the fun with all the 
family as they build and 
create together. Families 
can build on Thursday, Sep-
tember 19th at 5:30 – 7pm! 
All children and parents 
are invited every third 
Thursday of the month. 
Children under 8 need to 
bring a parent with them.

Adult Book Club 
Meeting, October 28th

Would you like to be 
part of a group and read 
great books?? Join us in 
October for friendship and 
great book talks! Everyone 
is welcome to join this book 
club group! Do you have 
suggestions for a book to 

read? Stop by the library 
and let them know you 
would like to join.    Meeting 
will be held at the library 
on October 28th at 3:30pm.

Explore More Illinois
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and re-
serve passes from any 
of our attractions on the 
Mount Morris Library 
website, mtmorris-il.org, 
under the resources page. 
Visit the website to browse 
attractions.

Lions Club Glasses 
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are avail-
able at the library. When 
the boxes are full, they are 
picked up by local Lions 
members and dropped off 
at collection depots. These 
recycled eyeglasses are 
given to people in need, 
with the help of various 
medical missionaries, in 
Central and South Amer-
ica and around the world. 
When the eyeglasses arrive 
in these countries, doctors 
and technicians conduct 
eye exams and provide a 
free pair of prescription 
eyeglasses that are as close 
as possible to that person’s 
sight needs. When donating 

HEARING AIDS, please 
be sure to place them in a 
small box or hard-covered 
case so they do not get 
crushed or damaged. 

Adult Programming
We would love to hear 

from you.  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do 
evenings or weekends 
work better?  Do you have a 
program you would like to 
share/lead?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the library 
is matched by the Mt. Mor-
ris Library Foundation, 
doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who 
gave memorial gifts in 
2023.

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 
you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind ev-

eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 
materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first 
page and $0.50 each addi-
tional page). We can scan 
a document and send it to 
email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer 
without a library card for 
$1.00. Resume software is 
available on our comput-
ers.  Come visit us and let 
us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm 
at the library unless other-
wise noted.  The public is 
welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105 
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. 
Morris IL 61054 –  815-
734-4927 Fax-815-734-
6035 www.mtmorris-il.org

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
)) NO. 2024 -PR-44 
RUTH ANN DRAEGE, 
deceased. 

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of RUTH ANN 
DRAEGE of Oregon, 
Illinois. Letters of office 
were issued on Sep-
tember 5, 2024, to BEV-
ERLY J. LINZEMANN 
of Oregon, Illinois, 
whose attorney is Da-
vid A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. 
at 129 South Fourth 
Street, P. 0. Box 10, 
Oregon, Illinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Illi-
nois Probate Act, 1975, 
as amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that peri-
od is barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed.
BEVERLY J. 
L I N Z E M A N N  
Independent Executor
No. 0913
(Sept. 16, 23, and 30)

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to notify all reg-
istered voters of the 
Mt. Morris Township, 
that the following is a 
list of vacancies for the 
Township Board that 
will appear on the April 
1, 2025 Consolidated 
Election.			 
One (1) Township Su-
pervisor 	
4-year term
Four (4) Township 
Trustee
4-year term	
One (1) Township Road 
Commissioner		
4-year term		
One (1) Township As-
sessor		                 
4-year term		
One (1) Township Clerk	
4-year term
Petitions are available 
from the Village Clerk 
starting August 20, 
2024.  Petitions must be 
completed and returned 
to the Village Clerk no 
sooner than Monday, 
November 18, 2024.  
Anyone interested in 
running for the above 
positions can pick up 
the petitions in the Vil-
lage Clerk’s Office Mon-
day through Friday 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM, 105 W 
Lincoln Street.
Paula Diehl – Township 
Clerk
No. 0916
(September 23, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
VAIDA YELINEK, de-
ceased.
NO. 2024-P-45
CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of VAIDA YE-
LINEK of Leaf River. 
Letters of office were 
issued on September 
11, 2024, to Kenneth 
Lingbeck of Leaf River, 
Illinois, whose attorney 
is David A. Smith, of 
Smith, Birkholz & Mor-
row, P.C. at 129 South 
Fourth Street, P.O. Box 
10, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the es-

tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Illi-
nois Probate Act, 1975, 
as amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that peri-
od is barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed.
Kenneth Lingbeck Inde-
pendent Executor
No. 0918
(Sept. 23, 30 and Oct. 
7, 2024)

NOTICE
The Board of Commis-
sioners of the Byron 
Forest Preserve District, 
Ogle County, Illinois will 
hold a public hearing on 
October 21, 2024, at 
6:00 p.m.  The hearing 
will be held at the Jar-
rett Prairie Center, 7993 
North River Road, By-
ron, Illinois 61010.  The 
purpose of the hearing 
will be to receive pub-
lic comments on the 
proposal to sell general 
obligation bonds in an 
amount not to exceed 
$2,400,000 to finance 
the costs of (i) acquir-
ing land and developing 
forest preserve lands in 
and for the District, and 
(ii) certain costs of issu-
ance of the Bonds. 
Kris Baker		
Secretary 
No. 0920
(September 23, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 

the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

FREE 
Kittens of all colors 
and ages looking 
for good & loving 
homes.
Call 815.538.2630

09232024MS

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

MISSING TIGER CAT

REWARD
Mouse missing 
09/17 from S. 

3rd St., Oregon, 
IL. She is a 
small (6lbs) 
short-haired 
tiger cat w/

white markings 
on her face. She is spayed, micro-
chipped & had a pink collar. Needs 
medication & has NEVER been an 

outside cat  815-973-4926
PIA #16 09232024

PREMIERE FIREARMS, 
SPORTSMAN, MILITARY 

ONLINE AUCTION
Hack’s Auction Antique Center 

400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063
AUCTION PREVIEW: FRI., SEPT 20th – 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

BIDDING OPENS: SUN., SEPT. 22nd @ 8 A.M.
Large Firearm & Collector’s Auction! Featuring 
Antique & Modern Rifles-Shotguns-Pistols-Revolvers-
Ammunition. Quality Firearms & Related Being Accepted 
For This Auction. 15% Buyers/Online Fee. All State & 
Federal Firearm Laws Apply. FFL#3-36-201-01-4J-03526.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH – 10:00 A.M. 
Harold & Bonnie Hayes Estate Auction

15503 Berglund Rd., Pecatonica, IL  61063
Large Live Auction! Featuring 2024 Icon i40 Four Seater 
Deluxe Golf Cart; John Deere X720 Ultimate Lawn Tractor; 
JD Collector Cart; Lawn & Garden Equipment-Tools-
Decor-Bird Bath Fountains-Patio Sets; New Vermont 
Grills; Primitives & Iron Wheels; Shop Tools & Equipment; 
Commercial Shelf Units; Loads of NIB Items; Antiques 
& Furniture; Mid-Century; Vintage Radios; Textiles & 
Artwork; Quality Household Furniture & Bedroom Sets; 
New Men’s Clothing; Jewelry Cabinet; Flat Screen TVs 
& Appliances; Lots of Christmas; Much More! Home is 
Full of All Kinds of New Products! Located Just East of 
Pecatonica at the Corner of Berglund & Lundgren Roads.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Estate Sale
WHERE: 509 S. 3rd St., Oregon, IL 61061
WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 28th @ 10:30 AM

John Deere riding lawn mower, push mower, rototiller, 
outdoor gas grill, coolers of various sizes & tools.

Antiques: Oil lamp collection, 2 copper boilers with lids, 
China hutch, Curio cabinet.

Household: 3 bedroom sets with dressers/2 queen & 1 
full sized adjustable bed, 3 flat screen TVs 32”/42”/50”, 2 
lift chairs, 1 swivel rocker, end tables, kitchen table with 
4 chairs, microwave & stand, Emeril Lagasse air fryer/ro-
tisserie, electric griddle, 18 qt. roaster oven, Kitchen Aid 
mixer, kitchen utensils, pots & pans, crock pots, Corelle 
dish set, Corningware dishes, refrigerator, chest freezer, 
washing machine & electric dryer, wooden TV trays with 
stand, Christmas tree & decorations, outdoor Christmas 
decorations, Christmas bear decorations.

Remmer Schuetz Auction Service
License# 441000247, Phone (847) 878-1491

TERMS: Cash or check with proper ID. Neither Remmer Schuetz 
nor any of his employees are responsible for accidents or for 
merchandise left unattended once it’s been sold. NO BUYER’S 
PREMIUM. Social distancing & Covid regulations will be followed.

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

oglecountylife.com
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MARKETPLACE

Large Garage 
Sale/Men’s 
Barn Sale 

GARAGE / BARN

Down Sizing/Moving 
1127 W 2nd St. Byron, IL

Thursday Oct. 3rd, Friday Oct. 4th, & 
Saturday Oct. 5th 

9AM-5PM Each Day 
Household Items 

Dresser, Computer Desk, Lamp, 
Framed Art Work, Freezer, Electric 

Roaster and More. 
Wood Working Tools 

Band Saw, Router Table, Dust Collector, 
Power Miter Saws, Drill Press, Scroll 

Saw, Stanley/Bostitch Air Compressor, 
Framing Nailer, Medium Nailer, Brad 

Tacker, Finish Stapler, and More. 
Shop Tools 

Lincoln Easy Mig 180 Amp Wire Welder, 
Cart and Tank, Metal Cutting Saw, 

Torch Set Tanks, Gauges, Cart, Engine 
Stand, 2-Ton Engine Hoist, Electric 

Impact Wrench, Hand Tools, 20-Ton 
Shop Press, Milwaukee Scope, Vise, 

Anvil, Floor Jacks  
and More 

Too Many Items to List 
All in Very Good Condition

PI
A 

#1
0 

- 0
91

62
4

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

8am to 5pm
Oct. 4th, 5th, & 6th

2061 N German Church Rd.
Oregon, Illinois 61061

Antique hand tools, vintage 
equipment, unique barn finds, many 

items of interest. Here are a few 
of the items for sale,  John Deere 
“Hit and Miss” gas engine, several 
horse drawn pieces, a couple two 

bottom plow, potato digger, Interna-
tional Harvester binder, a one bot-
tom plow and a JD Cultivator. Cast 
Iron Wheels of all sizes. Along with 

much, much more.

Barn        Sale

09
23
20
24
PI
A
#1
1

SUBSTITUTE BUS 
DRIVERS NEEDED
Byron CUSD #226

Please apply online at  
www.byron226.org

Under the ‘About Us’ Tab/
Employment Opportunities

Training is Possible,
Contact Barb Rundle at  

815-234-5491 ext 4400 for 
more information

09
16
20
24

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

* Source: America’s Newspapers

Six out of 10 Americans rely on a 
local newspaper for advertising 

information about local businesses.*

Ask us about the best ways to 
promote your business to more 

local homeowners!

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

We are not alone.

There’s a wonderful world around 
us. Full of fascinating places. 
Interesting people. Amazing 

cultures. Important challenges. But 
sadly, our kids are not getting the 
chance to learn about their world. 

When surveys show that half of 
America’s youth cannot locate India 
or Iraq on a map, then we have to 
wonder what they do know about 
their world. That’s why we created 
MyWonderfulWorld.org. It’s part 

of a free National Geographic-led 
campaign to give your kids the 
power of global knowledge.  

Go there today and help them 
succeed tomorrow. Start with our 

free parent and teacher action 
kits. And let your kids begin the 

adventure of a lifetime. 

It’s a wonderful world. Explore!
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LIVING 50+
INVESTING is of-

ten portrayed as 
something people 

need not worry about after 
retirement. The theory that 
people should avoid risk 
as they approach and reach 
retirement age makes 
sense, as the unknown 
of investing can expose 
aging individuals to loss-
es that compromise their 
ability to live comfortably 
on fixed incomes.

Though conventional 
wisdom regarding finan-
cial risk and aging still 
makes sense, the effects of 
inflation over the last year-
plus have highlighted how 
important it can be for 
seniors to keep growing 
their money even after 
they retire. Fortunately, 
various strategies can help 
seniors grow their money 
without exposing them to 
considerable risk.

• Look into high-yield 
savings accounts. Inter-
est on savings accounts 
was once a great way for 
individuals to grow their 
money. But interest rates 
on standard, no-mini-
mum-balance accounts 
are now so low that the 
growth in interest is neg-
ligible. However, individ-
uals with sizable savings, 
such as seniors, can ex-
plore high-yield savings 

accounts. High-yield sav-
ings accounts offer much 
higher interest rates than 
standard accounts. The 
rules governing eligibility 
to open such accounts dif-
fer between financial insti-
tutions, but many mandate 
that account holders have 
high minimum balances, 
typically in the neigh-
borhood of $250,000. So 
long as account holders 
maintain that minimum 
balance, they can accrue 
penalty-free interest with-
out exposing their money 
to the risks of the market.

• Consider other exclu-
sive bank accounts. High-
yield savings accounts are 
not the only way seniors’ 
banks may be able to help 
grow their money without 
necessarily taking on mar-
ket-related risk. Products 
such as Chase Private 
Client CheckingSM offer 
exclusive perks, including 
a dedicated client advi-
sor who can work with 
seniors as they navigate 
life changes, including 
retirement. 

• Consider low-risk in-
vestments. Risk aversion 
is not the same thing as 
risk avoidance. It’s wise 
for seniors to be averse to 
risk, but they can still con-
sider low-risk investments 
like short-term bonds as 

Financial strategies that can help seniors grow their money

a means to growing their 
money in retirement. 
Low-risk investments can 
be vulnerable to inflation, 
not unlike money sitting in 
a savings account. How-
ever, certain short-term 
bonds, such as Treasury 
Inflation-Protected Se-

curities, are designed to 
mirror inflation, which 
makes them an option 
worthy of consideration 
for seniors who have been 
concerned by the ways 
inflation has affected 
their financial status in 
recent years. According 

to the Department of the 
Treasury, the principal of 
a TIPS can go up or down 
over its term. When the 
bond reaches maturity, if 
the principal is higher than 
the original amount, bond 
holders get the increased 
amount. If the principal 

is lower at maturity, bond 
holders still get the origi-
nal amount.

Seniors looking to 
grow their money after 
retirement can consider 
a host of options that can 
make them less vulnerable 
to inflation.

AS seniors live 
longer, they 
may have op-

portunities to explore com-
pletely new career paths. 
After retirement, older 
adults may want to explore 
second careers that help 
them inspire a new gener-
ation of people. Teaching 
is one such career. 

A person is never too 
old to teach if he or she 
feels capable. In fact, 
more mature teachers may 
be coveted because they 
could bring life experi-
ence, social skills and flex-
ibility to school districts. 
While there are certain 
protocols in place to be-
come qualified to teach, 
thanks to teacher shortages 
brought on by the recent 
global pandemic, many 
states now offer shorter 
routes to classrooms with 
alternative teacher cer-
tification programs that 
may not require master’s 
degrees. 

There are various rea-
sons seniors may want 
to consider becoming 
teachers, and there are 
many teaching positions 
and opportunities for their 
consideration.

Substitute teacher
Seniors can begin their 

pursuits as substitute 
teachers. This option may 
not require any certifica-
tion, and substitutes may 

What seniors should know about teaching as a second career

only need to undergo 
background checks for eli-
gibility to work in schools. 
Substituting enables indi-
viduals to work only as 
much as they desire.

Adjunct professor
Certain colleges and 

universities hire profes-

sionals to teach indus-
try-specific college cours-
es. For example, a certified 
public accountant may 
teach an introductory 
accounting class. Adjunct 
professors typically are 
those who are still em-
ployed in their fields, but it 

may be possible to do this 
as a second career as well. 
This could be an option 
for someone who would 
like to devote more time 
to teaching at an advanced 
level.

Elementary school or 
high school teacher

These positions will re-
quire the most dedication 
and potentially certifica-
tion in a specific area, such 
as grade level or course-
work. General education 
teaching requires a term 
commitment commensu-
rate to the school year. And 

that commitment will be 
five days per week. There 
may be more flexibility if 
one were to teach a spe-
cific special concentration 
class, such as a foreign 
language or art. 

See SENIORS pg 11

815-732-3252
800-541-5470
www.rockrivercenter.org 09262022

Call 815-626-3220
Sterling Hearing Aid CenterSterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology • Maintenance & Repair 
Friendly Service • Experienced Staff

603 Freeport Road, Sterling, IL
8:30-3:30 M-F  | Saturday by appointment 03

20
20

23
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LIVING 50+

Beverage-Lyons Family 
Funeral Homes

3% Off of Pre-Arranged and Pre-Paid 
Cremation and/or Funeral Services

 
Payment Plans Available with  

3, 5, 7 or 10 Year Options
 

General Price List Available on Our Website. 
Contact Us for a Quote.

 
We Accept Transfers of All Pre-Policies from 

Other Funeral Homes if You Choose  
To Come To Us Instead

A Family Run 
Business That 
Will Work 
With You to 
Help Lessen 
the Weight 
On Your 
Shoulders

704 N. 6th Street  
Rochelle  

815-562-6872

Serving Ashton, Rochelle & the Surrounding Areas

www.beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com  |  abeverage20@gmail.com

Free Caskets for Funerals or Free Urns for Cremations for All Veterans

601 Richardson Avenue 
Ashton  

815-453-2441

03
18

20
24

From page 10

However,  ce r t a in 
school districts require 
such educators to float 
from school to school 
in the district during the 
week.

Preschool teacher
Seniors who aspire to 

shape the minds and skills 

of younger children could 
be drawn to preschool 
education. Education 
and other certifications 
to work in such settings 
may vary depending on 
the school. This type of 
position is ideal for com-
passionate individuals 
who have the patience 
for youngsters who may 

be nervous being away 
from home.

Teaching is a potential 
second career for seniors 
looking for new challeng-
es after retirement. Most 
alternative route certifi-
cation courses are now 
offered online, which can 
align with any applicant’s 
schedule.  

SENIORS: How to pursue 
teaching as a second education

TIRED OF OVERPAYING?
OUR PRICE VS. AREA AVERAGE
Thyroid
Panel: ..... $148 vs. $520
Lipid: ...... $60   vs. $233
CBC: ....... $28   vs. $148

Offering thousands of tests at 
prices you can afford.  

Give us a call.
We are here to help Mon-Fri 7am-4pm4pm

832 N. Galena Ave. Dixon  |  404 W. Blackhawk Ste. 101, Byron, IL
815-677-9384  |  www.valuelab-dixon.com

WE ACCEPT  WE ACCEPT  
MEDICARE & MEDICAIDMEDICARE & MEDICAID

07012024

NOW IN  NOW IN  
BYRON!BYRON!

            Medication              Discount Med Direct                 National Chain Pharmacy
Xifaxan 550mg 40 tablets                            B: $558.87 | G: $135.00            $2,334.86
Farxiga 10mg  90 tablets                              B: $249.88 | G: $162.32                                        $1,689.00
Myrbetriq 50mg 90 tablets                           B: $228.16 | G: $180.98                                        $1,174.00
Eliquis 5mg 180 tablets                                B: $383.15 | G: $229.36                                        $1,828.00
Xarelto 20mg 90 tablets                               B: $361.01 | G: $155.20                                        $1,662.00
                                                                    B: Brand Price | G: Generic Price

Prescriptions at discount prices and a variety of Wellness products 
Available at Discount Med Direct

Prescription Required. Call for a FREE Quote. Over 12,000 Medications Available 
129 S. Phelps Ave., Suite 213 • Rockford, IL 61108

A Mail Order Prescription Service

779-203-9993 • Fax: 779-423-2144
E-mail: jeannie@discountmeddirect.com | Web: www.discountmeddirect.com

Your medication 
this year may not 

be covered  
next year. 

Give us a call for 
prices!

09
23

20
24

Sample Comparison
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