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ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Monday, 
the Rochelle Township 
High School District Board 
of Education held a public 
hearing for and unanimous-
ly approved its 2024-2025 
budget.

District Business Man-
ager Kevin Dale provided 
highlights of the budget 
to the board during the 
public hearing Monday. 
The budget has estimated 
fund balances of $12.9 
million in its education 
fund, $1,491,139 in op-
erations & maintenance, 
$774,147 in debt service, 
$2,152,163 in transporta-
tion, $290,495 in IMRF, 
$723,465 in capital proj-
ects, $4,456,726 in working 
cash, and $1,037,736 in life 
safety.

Dale said the district ex-
pects about $18,302,420 in 
revenue to come in this year. 
For expenditures, the dis-
trict expects $20,044,350. 
Expenditures are made up 
of $8.6 million in salaries, 
$2.668 million in benefits, 
$2 million in purchase 
services, $1.197 million 
in supplies & materials, 
$1.1937 in capital outlays 
and $3.6 million in other 
expenses.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Flagg-Rochelle Community 
Park District Board of Com-
missioners unanimously 
approved the $34,174 pur-
chase of a forestry mower 
from Bobcat of Janesville. 

The mower will be used 
for the removal of small 
trees and thicker brush and 
the grinding and mulching 
of smaller stumps. Park 
District Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger said the ma-
chine will help to maintain 
and make walking paths at 
Skare Park and with clearing 
of banks at Lake Sule. The 
park district is currently 
accepting sealed bids on 
a boom mower, the piece 
of equipment the forestry 
mower will replace. 

See PARK page 8

RTHS Board: 2024-2025 budget approved
Support systems for new teachers discussed Monday night

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Rochelle Township High School District 
Board of Education held a public hearing for and unanimously approved its 2024-
2025 budget.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The district is looking 
at a $1,741,930 deficit in 
its 2024-2025 budget. Dale 
said that’s due to projects 
the district has going on 
such as paving and deten-
tion pond work that it’s 
been saving for along with 
future projects. The district 
does not have to make a 
deficit reduction plan due 
to having enough funds in 
its reserves.

“We are in pretty good 

shape,” Board President 
Tom Huddleston said. 
“These projects we’re do-
ing are big money. We’re 
reaching the age with this 
school where things are 
starting to need to be re-
placed.”

Teachers
RTHS Principal Chris 

Lewis talked about support 
systems in place for new 
teachers. Currently, 35 

percent of RTHS teachers 
are non-tenured (less than 
four years of service).

Supports include new 
teacher orientation, a men-
tor program, professional 
learning community (PLC) 
collaboration among de-
partments, Danielson eval-
uations, and a new student 
growth coach the district 
recently hired.

See RTHS page 2

On Saturday, Sept. 14, Fiesta Hispana was held in downtown Rochelle. The event, in its sixth year, celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month. 
The event ran from 3-11 p.m. and included music, food, dancing, children’s activities, crafts, a mini queen contest, mariachi, a petting zoo 

and lucha libre. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)

Fiesta Hispana held Saturday in downtown Rochelle

Mower 
purchase 
approved
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The 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendars are 
NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  
calendars benefit our From The 

Heart recipients: 
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus 

House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center, CASA, Rochelle 

Area Community Foundation, 
Community Action Network, Hub City 

Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

YES! Send me my 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS -  TOTAL CASH PRIZES EQUAL $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
PURCHASE CASH CALENDAR. 

• • IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2025 From The Heart Cash Calendar 
TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest and 
Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin’s
In Dixon at: Shining Star

• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will 
mail your cash calendar to you!

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

2024
From The Heart 

Calendar

$20

Celebrating 16 
Years of Giving

YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star
     In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

rochellehospital.com

Expanding Our
Family to Care for 

Yours

Welcome Dr. 
Graham Isaacson, 
a family practice 
physician 
specializing in 
preventive health 
care for all ages. 
His approach helps 
patients develop 
healthy habits to 
both fight and 
prevent illness.

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.  |  Rochelle, IL 
815.562.5596  |  DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros

SPRINGFIELD — 
The best of the best were 
on display Aug. 9-11 at 
the 4-H General Project 
Show of the Illinois State 
Fair. Award-winning 4-H 
members from across Illi-
nois competed at the county 
level before advancing to 
the state level.

Nearly 3,200 4-H ex-
hibits across Illinois were 
judged and displayed 
during the Illinois State 

Fair, including 39 Ogle 
County 4-H members. 
They earned the right to 
exhibit by being selected 
at the top of their division 
at the Ogle County 4-H 
General Projects Show held 
in July at the Ogle County 
Fairgrounds.

In 4-H, project areas 
represent the culmination 
of individual learning paths 
where youth can show off 
their skills and expertise in 

front of thousands of fairgo-
ers. Youth also participate 
in conference judging as 
a part of the experience. 
This brings members and 
volunteer judges together to 
evaluate project exhibits. It 
involves one-on-one, face-
to-face communication in 
which the volunteer judge 
and exhibitor talk directly 
with each other.

This technique provides 
a unique opportunity for 

Ogle County 4-H members excel at Illinois State Fair
4-H’ers to learn from their 
experiences and knowl-
edge of the volunteer judge. 
Volunteer judges are often 
experts in that particular 
field or they have a passion 
that they have followed.

All members receive a 
participation ribbon for be-
ing selected to participate. 
Exhibitors may qualify for 
grand champion, reserve 
champion, or an inspire 
award in their project area. 
Inspire Award winners 
occupy a special category 
of “judge’s choice” and 

signified that the project 
inspired the judge in some 
way. 

Enrollment for the new 
4-H year begins Sept. 1. To 
learn more about enrolling 
in 4-H, call University of 
Illinois Extension’s local 
office at 815-732-2191. 

Ogle County 4-H mem-
bers that participated at the 
state level include:

Kaitlyn Adams, Child 
Development, Reserve 
Champion. Nolan Adams, 
Corn, Participant. Isa-
iah Akins, Metal, Inspire 

Award. Bethany Akins, 
Wildlife 2, Reserve Cham-
pion. Immanuel Arellano, 
Chalk/Carbon/Pigment 
Div B, Grand Champi-
on. Briley Berns, Chalk/
Carbon/Pigment-Div A, 
Inspire Award. Adalyn 
Bocker, Veterinary Sci-
ence, Participant. Kasen 
Bocker, Visual Arts Plastic 
Block Art. Reserve Cham-
pion. Adrien Booker, 4-H 
Cooking 301 Dinner Rolls, 
Participant. Alex Booker, 
Outdoor Adventures, Par-
ticipant. Katelyn Bowers, 
Photography 3, Grand 
Champion. Tessa Bruns, 
Food Decorating-Begin-
ning, Participant. Harper 
Bruns, Vegetable/Fruit Dis-
play, Participant. Hayden 
Capes, Shooting Sports 
Rifle, Grand Champion. 
Harmony Coy, Family 
Heritage, Inspire Award. 
Alayna Doane, Photog-
raphy 2, Inspire Award. 
Gregory Dorwaldt, Bee-
keeping 1, Participant. 
Colton Gehrke, Geology 2, 
Participant. Cora Herring, 
Electricity 2, Participant. 
Andrew Hickman, Photog-
raphy 2, Participant. Lauren 
Hickman, Clothing 1-Sewn 
Non-Clothing, Participant. 
Kenzie Hongsermeier, 4-H 
Cooking 101 Cookies, 
Participant. Kodi Hubbard, 
Wildlife 1, Participant. 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Di-
versity & Cultural Aware, 
Reserve Champion. Anne 
Kennedy, Leather, Grand 
Champion. Mallory King, 
Clothing 1-Sewn Clothing, 
Participant. Madeline Kus-
nierz, Heritage Arts, Par-
ticipant. Eli Lotz, Wood-
working 4, Participant. 
Anna Marquardt, Child 
Development, Participant. 
Allissa Martin, Clay, Grand 
Champion. Cora Mickley, 
Interior Design-Beginning, 
Reserve Champion. James 
Runte, Entomology 1, 
Reserve Champion. Lydia 
Sherburne, Sports Nutri-
tion, Reserve Champion. 
David Wehler, 4-H Cook-
ing 201 Scones, Grand 
Champion. Briannah West, 
3-D Design/Mixed Media, 
Participant. Zakkary West, 
Wood, Participant. Eralynn 
Wiltfang, Model Rock-
etry, Participant. Maxx 
Wiltfang, Model Rocket-
ry, Participant. Addison 
Yordy, Animal Science 2, 
Participant.

From page 1

“We have a lot of inex-
perienced teachers, but we 
have a lot of things in place to 
help them out,” Lewis said.

Homecoming
Lewis detailed the plan 

for RTHS’s Homecoming 
week in early October. 
The parade will take place 
Thursday, Oct. 3 with a 
parade from downtown to 
Tilton Elementary School. 
The pep rally and coronation 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
at RTHS and the powderpuff 
football game will start at 
8 p.m. The Hubs will play 
Morris in the football game 
Friday, Oct. 4. The Home-
coming dance will take 
place Saturday, Oct. 5 in the 
RTHS Commons.

Personnel
The board unanimously 

approved the resignation 
of Lizbeth Garcia (Ballet 
Folklorico coach) and the 
employment of Abby Jami-
son (assistant speech coach), 
Sarai Orozco (assistant boys 
soccer coach), Heidi Ratta-
nasvanh (bus driver), Sherri 
Smith (substitute bus driv-
er), Alejandra Tenorio (Bal-
let Folklorico coach), Edna 
Vazquez (Ballet Folklorico 
coach) and Kurt Wolter 
(theater tech director).

RTHS: Homecoming Parade scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 3 in Rochelle

The Homecoming parade will take place Thursday, Oct. 3 with a parade from downtown to Tilton Elementary School. The pep rally and 
coronation will take place at 6:30 p.m. at RTHS and the powderpuff football game will start at 8 p.m. The Hubs will play Morris in the 
football game Friday, Oct. 4. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Dine In • Carry Out • Home Delivery 
Pizza • Pastas 

Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

Best Pizza | Pasta | Italian Restaurant |  
Appetizer/small plate | Family Restaurant & 

Local Business

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

MALTA — To support 
an expanding workforce, 
Kishwaukee College will 
offer free Workplace Read-
iness Training for local 
businesses and their em-
ployees. The training is 
available through the Illi-
nois Community College 
Board (ICCB) Noncredit 
Workforce Training Grant.

“Kishwaukee College 

is excited to offer this 
program to support local 
employers. These self-
paced courses provide 
opportunities for employ-
ees to refresh essential 
skills needed for success 
in any work environment,” 
LaCretia Konan, associate 
vice president of college 
relations, said.

The ICCB’s Noncredit 

Workforce Training Grant 
aims to increase respon-
siveness to employer needs 
and workforce shortages 
by building capacity and 
strengthening the impact 
of noncredit workforce 
training at community 
colleges.

The Workplace Readi-
ness Training takes about 
10-15 hours to complete. 

The courses are entirely 
online and can be worked 
on at any time. Participants 
will earn a micro-cre-
dential and certificate of 
completion when finishing 
the courses. The training is 
available through Pathful 
Explorer, an interactive 
platform providing infor-
mation and tools to help 
users explore career path-

ways and earn credentials.
Anyone interested in the 

training is encouraged to 
work with their employer 
or human resources (HR) 
representative to coordi-
nate the training with Kish-
waukee College. Business 
owners or HR represen-
tatives can visit kish.edu/
workforcedevelopment to 
learn more or register.

Additionally, Kish-
waukee College plans to 
provide free training in Di-
versity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Accessibility (DEIA) 
topics in the spring. Kish 
will also offer free Busi-
ness Growth Academy 
classes at the DeKalb Pub-
lic Library in September 
and October. Learn more 
or register at kish.edu/sbdc.

Kish College to offer Workplace Readiness Training for local employers

Over the weekend of Sept. 13-15, the Annual Creston Booster Days festival was held in Creston. Friday featured a steak fry in the park, a beer garden, Skinners’ 
Amusements and The Killer Bs on Stage.  Saturday featured a pancake breakfast, a craft and vendor show, a kids parade, bingo, face painting, Marcie & The Highlights 
and Wildwood Country on stage, a beer garden and amusements, and fireworks. Sunday featured a community church service, antique tractor pulls, vintage baseball, 

the Main Street parade, Bill’$ Toupee on stage, a beer garden and amusements, and the 50/50 raffle drawing. (Photos by Jeff Helfrich)

Creston Booster Days held over the weekend of Sept. 13-15
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

CRESTON — Susan 
Englert, 68, of rural Cres-
ton, Illinois, passed away 
unexpectedly Wednesday, 
September 11, 2024, near 
Oakley, Kansas. 

She was born March 
8, 1956, in Elgin, IL, the 
daughter of Donald and 
Maurine (Burnell) Weber-
pal. Sue was married to 
her husband Ken Englert 
on December 30th, 1978, 
in Wayne, IL. She was a 
graduate of the University 
of Illinois. 

Sue’s faith in Jesus and 
love for the gospel moti-
vated her priorities as she 
lived her life intentionally 
serving others. She had 
an unwavering commit-
ment to truth; she was 
selfless and hard-work-
ing. A cheerful resilience 
endeared her to everyone 
who knew her. She was 
wise, steady, humble, 
resourceful, and compas-
sionate. 

Sue was a faithful and 
loving wife. She invested 
her life into mothering her 

six children whom she 
educated at home over the 
course of 27 years before 
pursuing work as a Realtor 
with Elm Street Realtors 
for 17 years. 

She is survived by her 
husband Ken and their six 
children: Anna Anderson 
(Paul Anderson), Daniel 
Englert (Amy Englert), 
Ruth Giuliano (John Gi-
uliano), David Englert 
(Erin Englert), Sarah Wil-
son (Taylor Wilson), and 
Mark Englert (Hannah 
Englert). 

Sue was “Grammie” to 
16 grandchildren which 
were the love of her life 
(Adelaide, Lincoln, El-
eanor, &Vivian Giuliano; 
Owen, Emma, &Asher 
Anderson; Nathan, Eliz-
abeth, Charles, Brooks, 
&Katherine Englert; For-
rest, Autumn, & Expect-
ed 2025 Englert; Levi 
Wilson). 

The memorial service 
will be held at 10:00a.m. 
Friday, September 20, 
2024, at Bethany Road 

Bible Church, 2215 Beth-
any Rd, DeKalb, IL. A 
private burial will follow 
at Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Creston. 

Visitation will be held 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Thurs-
day, September19, 2024, 
at Anderson Funeral 
Home 2011 South Fourth 
Street, DeKalb, IL 60115. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions can 
be made to We Care Preg-
nancy Clinic in DeKalb in 
care of Anderson Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 605, 
2011 South Fourth Street, 
DeKalb, IL 60115. 

For information, vis-
it www.AndersonFuner-
alHomeLtd.com or call 
815-756-1022.

ROCHELLE — James 
D. Reed, 73, passed away 
Saturday, September 14, 
2024 at the Franklin Grove 
Living and Rehabilitation 
Center in Franklin Grove, 
Illinois.  James was born 
on September 1, 1951 to 
Dallas D. and Margaret E. 
(Kruse) Reed in Rochelle, 
IL.  After high school, he 
attended Eastern Illinois 
University where he re-
ceived his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees. 

James worked for many 
years at Moore’s Hard-
ware in Rochelle.  He en-
joyed farming on the side 
and spending time with 
his family and friends.  He 

loved watching NASCAR 
and sports, especially the 
Indianapolis Colts.

James is survived by 
three brothers: Claude 
(Virginia) Reed of Mem-
phis, TN, Kent (Martha) 
Reed of Steward, IL and 
Kevin Reed of Sycamore, 
IL; his sister, Rosalie 
Gartner of Sycamore, IL; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.  In addition to 
his parents, he is preceded 
in death by two sisters: 
Rosemary and Nancy.

The memorial visita-
tion will be from 5:00 
- 6:45 P.M., Friday, Sep-
tember, 20, 2024 at the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 

Home, 400 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle. The memorial 
service will follow at 7:00 
P.M. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made in 
James’ memory to Lifes-
cape Community Ser-
vices/Meals on Wheels. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online 
guest book.

STEWARD — Ce-
lesta Shannon Reed, 99, 
of Steward, IL, passed 
away peacefully Friday, 
September 13, 2024, at 
the home of her daughter 
and son-in-law. She was 
born February 18, 1925, 
in Kansas, the daugh-
ter of George and Alma 
(Eichman) Gross. She 
married James Shannon 
in September of 1941. He 
preceded her in death. She 
later married Clare Reed 
and he also preceded her 
in death. 

Celesta was born and 
raised on a wheat farm in 
Kansas where she lived 
through the Dust Bowl. 
She was a woman of 
strong faith. She was a 
giver, never a taker, and 
was always there to help. 
She cared for her parents 
in their later years before 
they both passed. Her hob-
bies included gardening, 
sewing, and playing cards. 

Family was always at the 
forefront of her life and she 
was always there for her 
children and grandchil-
dren. Celesta was never 
an animal person but in 
her final years, she grew 
attached to her daughter’s 
dog, Presley, whom she 
affectionately referred to 
as Pretzel. 

Celesta is survived by 
six children; Jim (Athena) 
Shannon, Gary (Connie) 
Shannon, Mary Suddeth, 
Vicki Doughty, Sally 
(Lyle) Ranken, and Mike 
(Christen) Shannon; 
thirteen grandchildren; 
numerous great-grand-
children and great-great 
grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her par-
ents and husbands, she 
was preceded in death by 
two sons, Roger and Greg 
Shannon; brother, Jerry, 
and two sisters, Opal and 
Berdina. 

A funeral service will 
be held 1:00 P.M. Satur-
day, September 21, 2024, 
at the Torman Funeral 
Home, 510 Flagg Street in 
Paw Paw, IL with Pastor 
Ken Foster officiating. 
Visitation will be from 
11 A.M. until the time of 
the service at the funeral 
home. Cremation care 
will be provided after 
the services. Contribu-
tions in Celesta’s name 
may be directed to the 
family for a memorial 
to be established. Please 
visit www.tormanfuner-
alhome.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Celesta Shannon Reed James D. Reed

Susan Englert

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 13 at 1:22 p.m. Mario 
Reynosa-Montalvo, 27, of 
Rochelle was arrested on an 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred. 

On Sept. 13 at 5:489 a.m. 
Monte D. Holt, 47, home-
less was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 4 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 13 at 7:35 a.m. 
Ximena Esquivel Lopez, 
20, of Ashton was cited 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and failure 
to yield right of way. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 4 
Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 13 at 12:52 
p.m. Alondra I. Rubio, 24, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
no insurance and speeding 
63 in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given an 
Oct. 4 Rochelle court date. 

On Sept. 13 at 1:11 
p.m. Jeffrey R. Hess, 41, 
of Sycamore was cited for 
speeding 57 in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 13 at 2:58 p.m. 
Ivan Munoz Mandujano, 
22, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 74 in a 40 
miles per hour zone and 
no insurance. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 13 at 3:12 
p.m. Kassidy B. Warner. 
22, of DeKalb was cited 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 4 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 14 at 9:36 p.m. 
a 16-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 54 in a 30 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 

OREGON — On Sept. 
14 at approximately 2:38 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 5,000 
block of North Freeport 
Road.  After investiga-

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 18 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Sept. 14 at 8:20 p.m. 
Manikanda R. Venkatesan, 
49, of Hawthorn Wood was 
cited for speeding 93 in a 
70 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given an Oct. 18 
Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 14 at 10:19 
p.m. Alvaro Sanchez, 20, 
of Georgia was cited for 
operating a motor vehicle 
with registration suspend-
ed. He signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
Oct. 18 Rochelle court date.

On Sept. 15 at 9:33 a.m. 
Carl Elmer Howard II, 54, 
of Augusta, Georgia was 
cited for disobeying a traffic 
control device. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 18 Rochelle 
court date.

On Sept. 16 at 1 p.m. 
Randall P. Masterson, 75, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an Oct. 18 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
tion, deputies placed Ivan 
Rivera, 27, of Freeport 
under arrest for an active 
failure to appear Stephen-
son County warrant for 
trespassing.  Rivera was 
transported to county line 
and relayed to Stephenson 
County deputies where he 
was held in lieu of bond. 

On Sept. 14 at ap-
proximately 6:47 p.m. 
deputies responded to 
the intersection of Third 
Street and Blaine Street 
in Leaf River for the 
report of a car-versus-bi-
cyclist accident. After an 
initial investigation, it 
was learned that a west-
bound Chevrolet Traverse 
struck a northbound bi-
cycle being operated by 
a 12-year-old juvenile as 
it crossed Third Street. 
The juvenile was trans-
ported to an area hospital 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries. Deputies were 
assisted at the scene by 
Leaf River Fire and EMS.  
This incident remains 
under investigation.

On Sept. 14 at ap-
proximately 11:30 p.m. 
deputies along with the 
Monroe Center Fire De-
partment and Kirkland 
EMS responded to a 
two-vehicle injury col-
lision at the intersection 
of Illinois Route 72 and 
North Mulford Road. 
After an investigation, it 
was learned that a black 
Nissan traveling north-
bound on North Mulford 
Road disregarded a stop 
sign at the intersection 

and collided with a gray 
Hyundai traveling west-
bound on Illinois Route 
72. The adult male vic-
tim and driver of the 
Hyundai were trans-
ported to the hospital 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries. The occupants of 
the Nissan fled the scene. 
This incident remains 
under investigation. 

On Sept. 16 at ap-
proximately 11:39 a.m. 
deputies initiated a traffic 
stop on North Illinois 
Route 251 at Grubsteak-
ers Restaurant. Upon 
further investigation dep-
uties arrested Charles J. 
Navarro, 31, of Rochelle, 
for driving while li-
cense suspended. Navarro 
was additionally cited 
for operating a motor 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Navarro was 
released on a notice to 
appear with a future court 
date given. 

On Sept. 16 at ap-
proximately 5 p.m. Ogle 
County received a com-
plaint of a domestic bat-
tery that occurred in the 
2,000 block of West Mud 
Creek Road, Mt. Morris.  
After an investigation, 
Dennis M. Shaw, 62, of 
Mt. Morris, was placed 
under arrest for domestic 
battery. Shaw was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where he was held 
awaiting an appearance 
before a judge.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

DIXON — Paul Bri-
an Fridge, 56, passed 
away unexpectedly Fri-

day, September 13, 2024 
at his home in Dixon, 
Illinois. Services are 

with the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home. www.
u n g e r h o r n e r . c o m 

Paul Brian Fridge
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DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Sept. 28 & 29 .Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
Oct. 5.....................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 8am-11am
Oct. 20 ................................................................ Intro to Handguns 9am-1pm
Nov. 10 .................................IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm
Nov. 16 & 17 ..Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
Dec. 7 .......................................IL Conceal Carry Permit Renewal 9am-12pm

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

09
18

20
24

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

DEKALB – When 
NIU STEM Fest began 
15 years ago, the mes-
sage was simple: Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) are for 
everybody – and learning 
about them can be fun! 
Since then, the annual fes-
tival has helped people of 
all ages learn how science 
and technology influence 
our everyday lives. It’s 
also provided a window 
into the educational and 
career opportunities in 
STEM fields.

This year, visitors can 
experience this free event 
on Saturday, Sept. 28, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on NIU’s 
central campus in DeKalb. 
Activities will take place 
in the Holmes Student 
Center, MLK Commons, 
Founders Memorial Li-
brary, Anderson Hall and 
other nearby buildings. 
Details at go.niu.edu/
stemfest.

When asked why thou-
sands of visitors flock to 
STEM Fest each year, the 
answer is simple for NIU 
STEAM Director Dr. Kris-
tin Brynteson. “People are 
naturally curious! We tap 
into that curiosity and ex-
plore thought-provoking 
questions through hands-

on learning activities for 
all ages.”

At STEM Fest, young 
children can build with 
blocks or attend a STEM-
themed story time. Older 
children and teens can 
launch model rockets, 
fly drones, try out micro-
scopes and build electronic 
circuits. Visitors of all ages 
can watch a live weather 
balloon launch or a chem-
istry demo show, or hear 
expert speakers from or-
ganizations such as NASA 
and Argonne National Lab.

As STEM Fest has 
grown, the range of activ-
ities has expanded, as have 
partnerships with local 
industry, state agencies 
and NIU’s own students 
and researchers.

This year, Brynteson 
and her team are excited 
to welcome engineers from 
District 3 of the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion, for example, who will 
provide hands-on activities 
to show how science and 
engineering make a differ-
ence in the everyday lives 
of Illinoisans. They’re also 
pleased to highlight even 
more NIU student groups, 
such as Girls Who Code, 
the Innovation Club, the 
Game Developer Club and 

NIU STEM Fest on Sept. 28 provides learning, fun and career exploration

the NIU Robotics Club, 
who will share hands-
on demonstrations with 
visitors.

“By meeting innovative 
NIU students and industry 
partners, I hope visitors 
will see the amazing job 
possibilities out there,” 

Brynteson said. “Robotics, 
coding and video game 
development are more 
than just fun student clubs 
– they’re growing career 
fields with many oppor-
tunities.”

Meta, STEM Fest’s 
premiere sponsor, will 

again bring the “Be Pro Be 
Proud” mobile workshop. 
It features virtual reality 
simulations of a range 
of skilled trades, such as 
welding, plumbing and 
robotics.

“Skilled tradespeople 
possess valuable knowl-

edge and skills that propel 
innovation,” Brynteson 
said. “At its heart, STEM 
is about recognizing and 
solving problems in the 
world – and that’s some-
thing we need all Illinois 
youth to do, in every career 
path.”

This year, visitors can experience this free event on Saturday, Sept. 28, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on NIU’s central 
campus in DeKalb. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

By CARRIE MUEHLING
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU 
PARTNERS

IN areas where pop-
ulation growth blurs 
the lines between 

urban and rural, sharing 
the road safely becomes 
everyone’s responsibility. 
Illinois farmers who live 
near Chicago, St. Louis 
and other metro areas know 
this all too well, but they 
implore their suburban 
neighbors to understand 
it, too.

Former McHenry Coun-
ty Farm Bureau President 
Dan Ziller operates a dairy, 
livestock and grain farm 
near Huntley, a town that 
has grown from 2,500 
people in 1990 to more 
than 27,000 in 2020.

“It’s hard to get people 
to be patient until we can 
get out of their way or until 
they can get around us in a 
safe manner,” Ziller says. 
“When a huge piece of 
machinery is coming down 
the road, people don’t want 
to give it any room to get 
by, but if an ambulance is 
right behind it, they’ll get 
off the road.”

Renee Deterding farms 
350 miles south of Ziller, 
only 35 miles southeast of 
St. Louis, and deals with 
similar frustrations.

“Far too many drivers 
cannot wait to pass or 
remain behind the farmer 
until they turn off,” says 

Deterding, who partners 
with two brothers and their 
families to operate D&R 
Huber Farms. “People 
have passed me on the right 
side; people have passed 
me and caused oncoming 
traffic to slam on their 
brakes and dodge to the 
ditch.”

Both farmers encour-
age impatient drivers to 
consider the size of the 
equipment and the im-
portance of slowing down 
when approaching.

“People don’t under-
stand this could kill them 
if they challenge it in a 
way they shouldn’t,” Ziller 
says.

Educating drivers
Ziller works with local 

high schools’ chapters and 
driver’s education pro-
grams to get the attention 
of new drivers.

“We take machinery to 
the school and put vehicles 
behind it,” Ziller says. “We 
let the kids get in the ma-
chinery and ask, ‘Can you 
see that car sitting back 
there?’ And they say, ‘No, 
we don’t!’ We don’t know 
you’re back there, so when 
you come darting around 
us and we’re not prepared 
for that, and somebody’s 
coming from the other way, 
that’s a problem.”

Ziller has helped de-
velop videos for driver’s 
education classrooms, but 
adding to the existing cur-
riculum has proven diffi-

Be aware of farm equipment as harvest season approaches

In areas where population growth blurs the lines between urban and rural, sharing the road safely becomes 
everyone’s responsibility. 

(PHOTO BY NATHAN LAMBRECHT/©JOURNAL COMMUNICATIONS) 

cult. He says FFA chapters 
are helping and hopes the 
message resonates even 
more when students hear 
it from their peers.

Deterding would also 
like schools to teach more 
about safely sharing the 
road with farm equip-
ment, as farmers have little 
choice in traversing the 
now suburban roadways.

“I wish motorists would 
understand the typical 
farmer doesn’t care to be 

on the road as much as the 
motorists don’t like us to 
be on the road,” she says.

Ziller echoes this sen-
timent and emphasizes 
farmers use main roads 
only when absolutely nec-
essary.

“We don’t want to be 
there, but because of the 
development, we no longer 
have country roads to move 
machinery on because ev-
eryone else is on them, too,” 
he says. “You don’t just 

pack up a farm like a house 
and move. It’s a very serious 
undertaking, especially 
with cattle. We’re here for 
the long haul, and we just 
need to all work together.”

Deterding has another 
concern: who are now 
learning to drive the farm 
equipment.

“I want my family to 
be as safe on the road as 
anyone else’s,” she says. 
“My job is to prepare them 
for all the things that could 

happen, just like a parent 
would when their child 
goes off in a car. Always 
check your surroundings 
and proceed with caution.”

She just asks other driv-
ers to do the same.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the 
Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming 
news, visit ILFBpartners.
com. 
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IT was in 1945 that 
Lily’s father de-
cided that migrant 

labor habits would keep 
his family from gaining 
roots and his kids from 
going to the same school 
with the same friends. He 
decided to live in one place 
like a normal family. That 
was when Natalia, Texas 
lost a family and Rochelle 
gained one. Lily was only 
seven when her family 
came to Rochelle. Because 
she spoke English, she 
spent much of the rest 
of her life helping other 
families trying to make the 
change from a migrant life 
to a more permanent exis-
tence in a new community. 

For Vinnie it was pick-
ing season, he knew be-
cause his father would 
wake him before the sun 
rose and he would get 
dressed to work the fields 
for a few hours before 
going to school. Vinnie’s 
dad would work the fields 
then go to his full-time 
job in DeKalb. Vinnie, at 
11 years old, would fill as 
many flats as he could be-
fore going to school. The 
family’s pay was based 
on the number of flats 
they filled. A good pick-
er could fill six flats per 

hour. During the period 
from 1923 through 1932 
the pay was 20 cents per 
hour for male employees 
and 15 cents per hour for 
females. This was for any 
employee regardless of 
local or migrant status. 
In any case, the pay broke 
down to about four cents 
per flat filled. 

Rochelle has been a 
destination for migrant 
workers for more than 100 
years. The 1923 founding 
of George Stocking’s Ro-
chelle Asparagus created a 
demand for more laborers 
than the local community 
could supply. Asparagus 
harvest is a labor-inten-
sive, hands-on job with a 
short harvesting period. 
The hours were long, and 
the pay was minimal. 
When work crews were 
needed the landowner 
would send out the word 
that they were hiring field 
workers. Migrant school-
ing was provided through 
organizations such as 
Home Missions Council 
in 1947. Eleanor Heron, 
Rita Nugent, Margaret 
Pfoff, Marjorie Shelly, and 
12-year-old Janet Truax 
were some of the early 
teachers. Janet Truax had 
lived in Columbia for five 

years and was fluent in 
Spanish, the adult instruc-
tors frequently enlisted her 
assistance in translating 
between teachers and 
students. Later years saw 
services provided through 
the Migrant Council, a 
non-for-profit organiza-
tion supported through 
state and local contri-
butions. Lessons 
taught consisted 
of math, read-
ing, writing and 
health. Primarily 
the children were 
provided a safe 
place to be, meals, 
and basic learning 
while their parents 
worked the fields. 
Local businesses 
would prepare by offering 
Spanish language training 
for their employees and 
the community in gen-
eral. In 1951 Carney and 
Longenecker, Maginnis, 
and Sullivan’s Clothing 
offered Spanish terms of 
the week. Good morning 
- buenos dias, good after-
noon - buenos tardes, good 
evening - buenos noches, 
good bye - adios, and each 
week new terms were 
added. Spanish students 
Lavonne Hayes, Mary 
Connolly, Susan Pierce, 

and Romana Carnahan 
selected the phrases and 
George Finstad’s art class 
created posters. In later 
years Federico Rivera 
would take over the du-
ties of directing the local 
Migrant Council. Federico 
had been born in Mon-
terrey, Mexico and came 
to Rochelle in 1958. He 

earned a Master’s 
Degree in Elemen-
tary Education 
with an emphasis 
in Bi-Lingual Ed-
ucation. Federi-
co was director 
of the Summer 
Migrant Program 

from 1967 through 
2003.In 1976 he 
was appointed 

Bi-Lingual Coordinator 
for District 231. For 42 
years Federico was an 
educator and advocate for 
the migrant community. 

Employers advertised 
living facilities for the 
migrant workers. How 
could you not want to 
stay at “Rancho Grande 
Camp” in Rochelle. The 
camps were frequent-
ly-crowded, dirty, and 
had no running water or 
indoor bathrooms. The 
migrant did have the 
choice, between living 

in the camps or finding 
rental space elsewhere at a 
much higher cost. Wheth-
er you left your family or 
brought them with you, 
the objective was to earn 
money and any way to re-
duce cost was paramount. 
Migrants were hired from 
several areas including 
Arkansas, Jamaica, Tex-
as and Mexico. Jamaica 
was used during World 
War II, college-age men 
from Arkansas frequently 
drove farm equipment to 
earn money for school, 
and the men from Mex-
ico and Texas picked the 
crops. During WWII even 
German prisoners of war 
were used to harvest crops. 
The groups from Texas 
and Mexico provided the 
largest percentage of field 
workers in Rochelle. To 
this day they also provide 
the largest group to make 
the transition from mi-
grant to immigrant. 

What would drive a 
person to leave their fam-
ily and chase the harvest 
as it moved north from 
Texas to Canada? To get 
up before the sun to pick 
everything from potatoes 
to grapes, peas to aspara-
gus, and a variety of fruits. 
Why would anyone live in 

a crowded migrant camp 
with little more than walls 
and a roof? Those ques-
tions can only be answered 
by those who led the life 
on the road. For Lily’s 
father it was to provide a 
stable life for his family. 
Lilly took her father’s 
gift and paid it back by 
supporting the efforts of 
migrants that came after 
her. She helped by find-
ing jobs, places to stay, 
filling out applications, 
and even help with legal 
issues. Lily worked the 
night shift at Caron Spin-
ning and helped Mexican 
Americans prepare to be-
come American citizens. 
Vinnie’s father wanted 
his children to have more 
than he did. He worked a 
fulltime job and did field 
work during the harvest 
season. 12-hour days and 
weekends made it possible 
for his family to live a 
better life. Today Vinnie 
is a business owner and 
raising a family of his 
own. Why does someone 
suffer through the life of 
a migrant? Por amor a la 
familia. For love of family. 

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman.

LOCAL VIEWS

Tom
McDermott

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WE Amer i -
cans see our-
selves as a 

deeply-divided nation. 
81% of respondents said 
so in a recent survey by 
the polling company, 
Ipsos (April 29, 2024). 
This election’s heated 
language and prophesies 
about the death of democ-
racy reflect that belief.

Our focus on divi-
siveness brings to mind 
a passage from Nicholas 
A. Christakis’s book, 
Blueprint.  “Imagine,” 
he says, “Studying two 
hills while standing on a 
10,000-foot-high plateau. 
Seen from your perch, one 
hill appears to be 300 feet 
high, the other 900 feet. 

“This difference may 
seem large (after all, one 
hill is three times the size 
of the other)…” But, he 
explains, we’re actually 
seeing “two very similar 
mountains, one 10,300 
feet high and the other 
10,900 feet. In other 
words, what you see 
depends on where you 
stand.”

We’re on that plateau, 
so to speak, when we 
observe the fissures that 
mark America’s political 
landscape. The differenc-
es that exist among us rest 
on a deeper and more im-
portant common ground. 

A survey reported on 
by Douglas Ahler for the 
Conversation on Feb. 19, 
2020 revealed some of the 
stereotypes that arise from 
that limited perspective. 
Respondents over-esti-
mated the proportions 
of Democrats who were 
African Americans, union 
members, gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals, atheists, and 
agnostics. And they ex-
aggerated the prevalence 
among Republicans of 
extremely rich people, 
evangelical Christians, 
Southerners, and people 
over the age of 65. 

A survey about mor-
al stereotypes by Jesse 
Graham and colleagues, 
reported in the research 
journal Plos on Dec. 12, 
2012, similarly showed 
that liberals and conser-
vatives overstated the 

differences between them 
in their moral values. 
“Much of this exagger-
ation comes from each 
side underestimating the 
degree to which the other 
side shares its own val-
ues,” said the authors. But 
participants also tended to 
believe that even those in 
their own camp held views 
that were more 
extreme than they 
really were.

A poll in 2020 
by the Carr Center 
for Human Rights 
Policy revealed a 
consensus that’s 
hard to see when 
standing on the 
plateau. Partic-
ipants of all political 
stripes gave strong sup-
port, at more than 90%, for 
rights to privacy, voting, 
free speech, equal protec-
tion, equal opportunity, 
and racial equality. More 
than 80% considered 
clean air and water, edu-
cation, affordable health 
care, and employment as 
“essential rights import-
ant to being an American 

today.” More than half, 
regardless of political 
party, agreed about the 
value of racial diversity, 
the benefits of immigra-
tion, the importance of 
allowing women to make 
decisions about their bod-
ies and personal life, and 
the need to regulate social 
media companies in order 

to protect privacy.
These beliefs 

and values are part 
of an American 
world-view that’s 
unique, even in 
comparison to 
other democratic 

nations. A Pew 
Research Center 
survey, report-

ed on Nov. 17, 2012, 
compared America to 
Britain, Spain, France, 
and Germany. Americans 
expressed a strong belief 
that individual freedom 
and the ability of people 
to achieve success on 
their own was more im-
portant than government 
guarantees that no one is 
in need, while the oppo-
site was true among the 

Europeans.
One of the strongest 

contrasts between us and 
the rest of the world shows 
in our almost absolute 
belief in the right to free-
dom of speech. The Pew 
Research Center reported 
on Oct. 12, 2016 that 
“Americans emerge as the 
biggest supporters of free 
expression” compared to 
37 other nations, and that 
this support holds across 
party lines. People in oth-
er democratic countries 
are often perplexed by our 
protection of offensive 
speech that’s outlawed 
in their own countries, 
according to a report on 
NPR’s All Things Con-
sidered on Sept. 19, 2012.

The contrast with the 
beliefs and values that 
Americans share is even 
more dramatic when we 
look at non-democratic 
and partly democratic 
states, including China, 
Russia, and Iran, where 
the world-view is 180 
degrees opposed to ours. 

The disagreements 
between the two sides in 

this election are real and 
important. I have on my 
part criticized Donald 
Trump in previous articles 
for his anti-democratic 
tendencies. We must 
nevertheless resist the 
temptation in this heated 
election season to frame it 
as a life-or-death struggle 
between pure good and 
evil. 

Observing the political 
landscape from the top of 
the plateau can be decep-
tive. MAGA Republicans, 
progressive Democrats, 
and all the rest of us stand 
together, whether we re-
alize it or not, on a deep 
bedrock of shared values 
and beliefs. Our future 
depends on our ability to 
see that what we have in 
common is bigger than 
what divides us. 

Lowell Harp is a retired 
school psychologist who 
served school districts in 
Ogle County. His column 
runs monthly in The Ogle 
County Life. For previous 
articles, you can follow 
him on Facebook at http://
fb.me/lowellharp.

Por amor a la familia: Rochelle’s migrant worker history

The America we see depends on where we stand

Lowell
Harp
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Aug. 23 - Carol Elliott, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 24 - Mackinzie Hamlink, Amboy, $25

Aug. 25 - Mary Sage, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 26 - Timothy Thompson, Rochelle $25

Aug. 27 - Acres Bistro, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 28 - Colonial Flowers and Gifts, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 29 - Focus House, $25

Aug. 30 - Julie Lovett, Steward, $25

Aug. 31 - Rosaelia Arteaga, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 1 - RACF, $50

Sept. 2 - Kathy Butler, Princeton, $1,000

Sept. 3 - From the Heart, $25

Sept. 4 - William Haan, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 5 - Zeno Enderle, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 6 - Roger Pearson, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 7 - Rita Thompson, Dixon, $25

Sept. 8 - Bob Aubry, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 9 - Margaret Danek, Kings, $25

Sept. 10 - Allison Reed, Byron, $25

Sept. 11 - Kayla Rios, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 12 - Slavoljub Majinovic, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 13 - Arely Hickey, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 14 - Paige Humphrey, Pecatonica, $25

Sept. 15 - DJ and Noeka Williams, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 16 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Sept. 17 - Rebekah Lewis, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 18 - Shane Huber, Rochelle, $25

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $500
CURRENT JACKPOT: $11,005

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 18

Amie Eggenburg
Terry & Teresa Dodillet 

(anniversary)

 Sept. 19
Madison Wooten

 
Sept. 20

Jon & Carolyn Bieck 
(anniversary)

 

Sept. 23
Jeff & Diana Dickey 

(anniversary)
 

Sept. 29
Lyndsey O’Brien
Sarah Kulwicki

The annual convention of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association was held from Sept. 11-14 at the EAA 
facility in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Roberts Armory World War II Museum of Rochelle received the first place award 

in the motor pool motorcycle division for the museum’s 1942 Harley Davidson WLA motorcycle with VL side 
car. The motorcycles were judged on cleanliness, authenticity and drivability. Lydia Roberts is shown holding 

the first-place award.

Roberts Armory WWII Museum awarded at MVPA convention

(COURTESY PHOTO)

CRESTON — An art 
quilt exhibit will take place 
on Oct. 5 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Oct. 6 from noon to 
5 p.m. in Creston. The Art of 
Quilts Cherrywood Chal-

lenge Monarch Chrysalis 
Collection will take place at 
the Creston Booster Club. 
Admission is $10. Antique 
and newer quilts will be 
shown at St Johns Lutheran 

and Creston United Meth-
odist Churches. 

Quilt appraisals by 
Certified Appraiser Cathy 
Glover will be available. 
Please call 815-384-3111 

to set an appointment. The 
cost is $60 per quilt. Cathy 
will be at the Creston-De-
ment Public Library. 

There will also be ven-
dors during the show. 

Art quilt exhibit is Oct. 5-6 in Creston
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LOCAL NEWS

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College is proud to 
celebrate National Adult 
Education and Family 
Literacy Week from Sept. 
16-20. Kish’s Adult Edu-
cation programs provide 
skills and credentials to 
adult learners, expanding 
economic opportunity 
for the region while part-
nering with community 
organizations and social 
services to offer resources 
for education, workforce 
development and overall 
well-being.

Kishwaukee College is 
one of 75 adult education 
providers funded through 
the Illinois Community 
College Board. Programs 
offered at Kish include 
English as a Second 
Language, Illinois High 
School Diploma, Bridge 
and workforce transition 
courses.

Kish’s English as a 
Second Language (ESL) 
program allows students to 
develop the reading, writ-
ing, listening and speaking 
skills needed for college 
and career success. The 
Illinois High School Di-
ploma program provides 
students with the skills 
and knowledge to pass a 
high school equivalency 
exam, such as the GED®, 
and earn their high school 

diploma. Kish’s avail-
able workforce transition 
programs help students 
apply their new skills and 
knowledge with career ex-
ploration and planning, job 
search assistance, job skill 
development and more.

“Education is an import-
ant step in unlocking new 
college or career opportu-
nities. Kish offers many 
resources and a welcoming 
environment for members 
of our community to take 
that first step toward meet-
ing their goals,” said Patti 
Wragg, director of Adult 
Education & Transition 
Programs.

The programs and 
courses offered by Kish’s 
Adult Education depart-
ment assist students with 
the knowledge and training 
needed for in-demand ca-
reers locally and national-
ly. Full-time workers with 
a high school diploma earn 
about $10,000 more per 
year than those without a 
diploma, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Registration for Kish’s 
second eight-week adult 
education classes will be 
available Oct. 7-10. To 
register or learn more, 
contact adulted@kish.
edu or 815-825-9420 or 
visit kish.edu/adultedu-
cation.

Kish College celebrates 
National Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Week

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College commemo-
rates Hispanic Heritage 
Month with a series of 
events throughout Septem-
ber and October. Nation-
ally observed from Sept. 
15 to Oct. 15, Hispanic 
Heritage Month honors 
the contributions and rec-
ognizes the rich culture 
of Hispanic and Latin 
Americans.

Kish is excited to an-
nounce the College has 
been designated a His-
panic Serving Institution 
by the U.S. Department 
of Education as of May 

2024. Kish qualified for 
the recognition, with His-
panic students making up 
25.1% of the 2021-2022 
enrollment.

“We are proud to recent-
ly be named a Hispanic 
Serving Institution for 
our growing, multicul-
tural community. We are 
dedicated to fostering 
and promoting a positive 
learning environment for 
all our students,” said Dr. 
Laurie Borowicz, president 
of Kishwaukee College.

The College’s Hispanic 
Heritage Month events are 
free and open to the public.

Monday, Sept. 16 — 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Kickoff (Art Gallery) — 
Join Kish for cultural re-
freshments, music, student 
artwork and a virtual tour of 
artist Frida Kahlo’s child-
hood home from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the Kishwaukee 
College Art Gallery.

Monday, Sept. 16 — 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Kickoff (Guest Speaker 
Saul Flores) — Storyteller 
and social innovator Saul 
Flores will share his inspir-
ing journey and powerful 
message during the event 
from 5-7:30 p.m. in Jen-

kins Auditorium, A1224. 
The evening includes a 
Folklorico dance perfor-
mance, a question-and-an-
swer session with Flores, 
and post-event fiesta bites. 
The event is sponsored by 
TRIO Student Support 
Services and TRIO Up-
ward Bound.

Saturday, Sept. 28 — 
Men’s and Women’s Soc-
cer Matches — Support 
the Kougars as the wom-
en’s and men’s soccer 
teams honor Hispanic 
Heritage Month in col-
laboration with Student 
Involvement. The men’s 

game is at noon, and the 
women’s game is at 2 p.m. 
on the Kish soccer field.

Monday, Oct. 7 — 
Spanish Game Night — In 
collaboration with Latinos 
Unidos, join Kish from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Stu-
dent Lounge for games, 
laughter and language.

Tuesday, Oct. 15 — 
Create Your Own Ma-
racas — Shake up your 
creativity from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Inter-
cultural Center, C1132, 
for the Create Your Own 
Maracas event.

Wednesday, Oct. 16 — 

Women’s Volleyball Los 
Pumas Night — Support 
Los Pumas starting at 6 pm 
in the Gymnasium as they 
take the court for a home 
volleyball match.

Kishwaukee College 
is honored to celebrate 
Hispanic and Latin ac-
complishments, history 
and heritage. The College 
is committed to a culture of 
diversity, equity, inclusion 
and belonging, focused on 
respect and fairness, in 
all aspects of the College 
experience.

To learn more, vis-
it kish.edu/diversity

Kish College hosts events celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month

From page 1

The proceeds from 
that sale will go towards 
offsetting the purchase of 
the new item.

RBC
The board unanimous-

ly approved an affiliate 
agreement with the Ro-
chelle Basketball Club. 

The Rochelle Basket-
ball Club hasn’t had an 
official agreement with the 
park district or The REC 
Center in the past, RBC 
President Jeff Dickey said 
at the meeting. The club 
looks to meet the needs 
of basketball athletes of 
all skill levels in third 
through eighth grade. The 
club offers open gyms 
on Sunday evenings at 
Rochelle Township High 
School with those ages 
that focus on skills and 
unstructured play. 

“We know the only way 
to get better at basketball 
is by playing basketball,” 
Dickey said. “We’re look-
ing to advance that in this 
area and set something in 
stone now so it can contin-
ue to be carried on like Ro-
chelle Junior Tackle and 
Rochelle Little League. 
We want to provide for 
these kids and make sure 
they have space, time and 
equipment to play.” 

Dickey said RBC wants 
to add a girls travel bas-
ketball program in the 
future and RBC Secretary 
Justin Adolph said he’d 
like to bring more travel 

PARK: Board approves affiliate agreement with Rochelle Basketball Club

basketball tournaments 
to town. RBC caters to 
all students in the RTHS 
school district area. 

The REC Center will 
continue to host boys trav-

el basketball in the winter 
as it has, the RBC will 
take on the responsibility 
of coaches and practices. 
The park district will han-
dle the facilities and RBC 

would handle the program, 
similar to Rochelle Little 
League or RJT.

Vendors
The board unanimously 

approved an exception 
to its offering items for 
sale ordinance that will 
allow No Prep Taco to set 
up shop as a vendor on 
Wednesday nights during 

flag football games and 
will also allow Kona Ice 
of Sauk Valley to act as 
a vendor on Saturdays at 
Rochelle Junior Tackle 
football games.

The Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District board unanimously approved an affiliate agreement with the Rochelle Basketball Club. The 
Rochelle Basketball Club hasn’t had an official agreement with the park district or The REC Center in the past, RBC President Jeff Dickey 
said at the meeting. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS HUB GOLFERS AWARDED
 
Rochelle’s Ian Metzger and Alex Dyer 
medaled at the ACC Charger Invitational. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Football

RTHS Volleyball

Hubs now 3-0 after win over Highland
Rochelle offense dominates in 41-22 victory at Tucci Stadium on Friday night

Sophomore Dylan Manning (left) follows a convoy of blockers during the Rochelle Hub varsity football game against the Highland 
Bulldogs on Friday evening. Manning was one of three running backs to exceed 100 rushing yards as the Hubs won 41-22 .

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON — 
Dominance on offense 
remained the theme for 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
football team during its 
nonconference matchup 
against the Highland Bull-
dogs on Friday night.

Three Hubs rushed for 
over 100 yards and the 
Rochelle defense held 
Highland scoreless during 
the first half. In a neutral 
site matchup at Illinois 
Wesleyan University’s 
Tucci Stadium, Rochelle 
rumbled for nearly 400 
rushing yards and con-
tinued its perfect start to 
the season, beating the 
Bulldogs 41-22. The Hubs 
(3-0, 0-0 Interstate 8) were 
in full control offensively, 
scoring on all six offensive 
drives while gaining 26 
first downs and averaging 
nearly 7 rushing yards per 
carry.

“We want to come into 
every game on a good 
note,” senior center Colton 
Czekala said. “We get after 
it every day and something 
coach [Kyle] Kissack 
talks about is getting bet-
ter everyday. We have a 
good mentality going into 
practice and that’s where 
we’ve excelled. We pride 
ourselves up front on 
long drives and playing 
physical football. We stay 
hungry and we’re never 
satisfied.”

Rochelle’s defense took 

the field to start the game, 
forcing Highland (1-2, 0-0 
Mississippi Valley) into a 
three-and-out to give the 
football to the offense, 
which wasted no time es-
tablishing its superior rush-

ing attack. Rochelle melted 
nearly seven minutes off 
the clock on its opening 
drive, which went 72 yards 
on 12 plays and concluded 
with a 6-yard touchdown 
run from sophomore Dylan 

Manning. Manning rushed 
for 119 yards and two 
scores on 15 carries in the 
victory.

Penalties were an issue 
for the Bulldogs, who saw 
a potential game-tying 

touchdown wiped off the 
scoreboard late in the first 
quarter due to an ineli-
gible man downfield call. 
Rochelle’s defense took 
advantage of the Highland 
mistakes, with Manning 

intercepting an end-zone 
pass from Bulldog quar-
terback Blake Gelly on the 
second-to-last play of the 
opening quarter.

See HUBS page 3

Rodeghero breaks all-time kills record at Byron Invitational
Senior outside hitter leads Lady Hubs to victories against Byron and Forreston

Senior Taelynn Rodeghero is now the Rochelle Township High School all-time career kills record holder for the 
varsity volleyball team. Rodeghero broke the previous record of 644 set by Sylvia Hasz.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — Rochelle 
senior Taelynn Rodegh-
ero was a freshman when 
she shared the volleyball 
court with former Lady 
Hub standout and current 
Eastern Illinois University 
athlete Sylvia Hasz. As a 
newcomer to the varsity 
team and someone who 
had only been playing 
volleyball for a short time, 
Rodeghero learned under 
the senior leadership of 
Hasz, who by her last year 
at RTHS was a two-time 
All-Conference honoree 
and an MVP award winner 
for the Lady Hubs.

Hasz concluded her time 
at RTHS as the volleyball 
program’s all-time record 
holder for career kills with 
644. That changed on Satur-
day afternoon, as Rodegh-
ero surpassed Hasz’s record 
after a strong individual 
performance during the By-
ron Invitational, where she 
collected 51 kills over five 
matches and led the Lady 
Hubs to wins over Byron 
and Forreston. Now a se-
nior herself, Rodeghero has 
stepped into the leadership 
role that Hasz once held at 
RTHS.

“This has been some-
thing I’ve been working 
for since the summer,” 

Rodeghero said. “Sylvia’s 
strongest skill on the court 
was her volleyball IQ and 
the way she thought about 
the game. She knew where 
to hit the ball and where to 
set the ball. She shared that 
knowledge with me and she 
had positive energy all of 
the time. It didn’t matter if 
we were losing or playing 
bad, she was constantly 
encouraging everyone. That 
rubbed off on me and now 
that I’m a senior, I want to 
help all of the girls, fresh-
men through seniors. I want 
them to grow throughout 
their journey.”

Rodeghero officially 
broke the record in Ro-
chelle’s first match of the 
tournament, recording 14 
kills to lead the Lady Hubs 
over the Tigers 25-17, 25-
17. Junior Meredith Bruns 
dished out 17 assists and 
senior Dempsey Atkinson 
totaled six digs for the Lady 
Hubs, who followed their 
opening-round win with a 
25-19, 25-22 victory against 
Forreston, with Rodeghero 
notching six kills and eight 
digs. Rodeghero, who had 
minimal experience play-
ing volleyball before high 
school, attributed her re-
cord-setting success on the 
court to her offseason work, 
which has included more 
time in the weight room and 
with the VC United club 

volleyball program.
“I knew I really had to 

grind in the weight room 
and in the gym,” Rodeghero 
said. “I really wanted to 
break the school record and I 

set my mind to it. It feels like 
a breath of fresh air and I’m 
really proud of myself and 
my coaches, teammates and 
parents for pushing me… 
It’s been about my mindset 

and both my family and 
my coaches have taught me 
how to be strong mentally 
so I could persevere through 
tough situations during the 
game. I’ve gained more 

knowledge about the game, 
but it’s my mindset that’s 
allowed me to become a 
better player.”

See VBALL page 4
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereStorage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-561-2153. Give us a call at 815-561-2153. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Heating & Air Conditioning

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service 815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on 
our Service Directory.

Cleaning Service

Blanca
T: 815-441-1491

Bathrooms
Whole House Cleaning
Dirt/Residue
All Kinds of Messes
LIMPIEZA DE TODA LA CASA
Bilingual

DEEP CLEANING SERVICE

24/7  
Emergency Service

RTHS Golf

SPORTS
Hub duo medals at ACC Charger Invitational

Dyer, Metzger lead Rochelle to fourth place on Saturday

Junior Ian Metzger (left) and sophomore Alex Dyer 
(right) each medaled to lead the Rochelle Hub varsity 
golf team at ACC Charger Invitational on Saturday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

St. Paul Lutheran School

Crusader runners Farraj, Rowley 
medal at Lancer Invitational

The St. Paul Lutheran School cross county team raced 
in the 1.5-mile Lancer Invitational in Freeport over 
the weekend. Eight Crusader runners participated, 
with Esam Farraj and Reed Rowley earning medals 
for their  efforts in the varsity boys race. Farraj won 
the race with a time of 8:30 and Rowley took ninth 
place. Among the participants were Lucas Bunger, 

Leylani Farraj, Grant Rowley, Keilon Salazar and 
Benediktas Grigaliunas.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS Boys Soccer

Hubs win at DeKalb
Rochelle beats Barbs 5-3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — Junior 
Kevin Orozco and se-
nior Alberto Casillas each 
scored two goals to lead 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
soccer team during Satur-
day’s nonconference match 
against DeKalb.

Senior Fernando Diaz 
added one goal and one 
assist for the Hubs, who 
overcame deficits in both 
shots and shots on goal to 
beat the Barbs 5-3. Rochelle 
(4-4-1, 0-1 Interstate 8) won 
the match despite DeKalb 
owning a 29-16 advantage 
in shots and a 21-8 ad-
vantage in shots on goal. 
Junior Antonio Hueramo 
recorded eight saves for 
the Hubs, who will resume 
their conference schedule 
with a road match against 

the Kaneland Knights on 
Monday evening.

Orozco scored in the 47th 
minute to give the Hubs a 
1-0 lead over the Barbs in 
the second half. Rochelle 
extended its advantage after 
Orozco assisted Casillas in 
the 53rd minute, but DeKalb 
answered with a goal in the 
57th minute. Diaz and Oro-
zco connected for a goal in 
the 60th minute and DeKalb 
answered with a goal in the 
70th minute to bring the 
match to a 3-2 count.

The Hubs clinched their 
win behind a goal from 
Diaz in the 74th minute 
and a goal from Casillas in 
the 80th minute. Casillas 
finished with five shots and 
three shots on goal, while 
Diaz totaled four shots and 
two shots on goal. Orozco 
compiled three shots and 
two shots on goal.

RTHS Girls Tennis

Rochelle takes two points from Streator
Lady Hubs avoid shutout against Rockford Lutheran

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STREATOR — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
tennis team took two of the 
three doubles matches dur-
ing its nonconference road 
match against Streator on 
Saturday afternoon.

Seniors Catherine Wil-
liams and Erin Murphy 
cruised for a 6-2, 6-2 win 
over Indy Hernandez and 
Joyce Walking at the No. 
1 doubles court. Seniors 
Abby Metzger and Lau-
ren Dyer united for a 
hard-fought victory over 
Audrey Arawbwa and 
Audrey Mahan at the No. 
2 doubles court, outlast-
ing the Streator duo for a 

7-6(4), 5-7, 10-6 win. The 
Bulldogs took both singles 
matches as well as the No. 
3 doubles match, however, 
lifting Streator to a 3-2 win 
over the Lady Hubs.

Senior Yaretzi Villalo-
bos fell 0-6, 0-6 against 
Maddie Wahl at the No. 
1 singles court. Senior 
Kendyl Darby took one 
game in a 1-6, 0-6 loss 
against Isabelle Gutierrez 
at the No. 2 singles court. 
Seniors Natalie Wagner 
and Sydney Carmichael 
nearly won their No. 3 
doubles match against 
Annie Michlik and Au-
brey DeMoss, falling just 
short in a 3-6, 6-1, 4-10 
defeat. Rochelle (2-5, 1-1 
Interstate 8) will return to 

action with a home match 
against Dixon on Monday.

Lutheran
Senior Kendyl Darby 

brought home the lone 
match win for the Ro-
chelle Lady Hub var-
sity tennis team during 
Thursday’s nonconference 
match against Rockford 
Lutheran.

Darby earned the start at 
No. 2 singles for the Lady 
Hubs, outlasting Rockford 
Lutheran’s Nina Delmun-
do for a 7-5, 6-4 victory. 
The win highlighted Ro-
chelle’s 4-1 loss to the 
Crusaders, who swept all 
three doubles matches and 
claimed the No. 1 singles 
match to score the team 

victory.
Senior Abby Metzger 

started at No. 1 singles, 
taking six games in a 3-6, 
3-6 loss against Violet 
Sjostrom. Junior Ashley 
Lozano and senior Yaretzi 
Villalobos played a hard-
fought No. 3 doubles match 
against Hailey Robins and 
Izzy Hallgren, falling 6-7 
in one set. Seniors Natalie 
Wagner and Sydney Car-
michael took six games in 
their 3-6, 3-6 loss against 
Kysa Mikel and Ava Buc-
zkiewicz at No. 2 doubles, 
while seniors Erin Murphy 
and Catherine Williams 
claimed one game in their 
0-6, 1-6 loss to Melissa 
Hillman and Megan Hill-
man at No. 1 doubles.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

AURORA — Success 
off the tee box and on the 
greens enabled sopho-
more Alex Dyer to take 
second place individually 
and lead the Rochelle Hub 
varsity golf team to fourth 
out of 13 schools during 
the Aurora Central Catho-
lic Charger Invitational at 
Phillips Park Golf Course 
on Saturday.

Dyer fired a 4-over-
par 75 and was one of 
two players to medal for 
the Hubs at the 18-hole 
tournament, which fea-
tured several area schools 
including Ottawa, Yor-
kville and Plano. Junior 
Ian Metzger medaled 
in eighth place with a 
7-over-par 78 as Rochelle 
(9-2, 4-0 Interstate 8) re-
corded a final team score 
of 334. In addition to his 
success off the tees and on 
the greens, Dyer said that a 
calm mental state allowed 
him to finish strong over 
the final few holes.

“I was able to stay in 
my head and keep the 
nerves away toward the 
end of the round,” Dyer 
said. “It was a very driver-
friendly course, but once 

I moved down toward the 
green, I knew I couldn’t 
miss too far left or right 
because out-of-bounds 
would come into play. I 
was able to hit my driver 
very well and I putt the 
ball very well. I thought 
the greens were very 
simple.”

Sophomores Owen 
Carmichael and Johnny 
Chadwick rounded out 
the top four scores for the 
Hubs on Saturday, with 
Carmichael shooting an 
88 and Chadwick carding 
a 93. Senior Chris Hickey 
added 103 and sophomore 
Connor Lewis totaled 106 
for the Hubs, who will 
conclude Interstate 8 Con-
ference play with a home 
match against Ottawa at 
Fairways Golf Course on 
Tuesday. A win would re-
sult in Rochelle finishing 
undefeated in conference 
matches this fall.

“I’m playing with a lot 
of confidence right now, 
especially with the con-
ference meet next week 
and then regionals,” Dyer 
said. “I’m hoping that I 
can qualify for sectionals 
and state. We have a lot of 
good talent this year and 
we’re posting good scores 
as a team. Everybody 

is really confident right 
now and I feel like we can 

compete with any team in 
our conference.”
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Rochelle regained pos-
session after the turnover 
and extended its lead on 
a 39-yard touchdown run 
from junior Roman Villalo-
bos, who exploded through 
the middle and outraced 
the Highland defense to 
the end zone. Villalobos 
rushed for 149 yards and 
three scores for the Hubs, 
who continued to shut 
down Highland’s quick 
passing game throughout 
the second quarter.

“I wouldn’t have gotten 
any of those yards without 
my linemen,” Villalobos 
said. “They were making 
the right calls and finding 
the right guys to block 
in order to open up holes 
for me. Our confidence 
goes up with each snap, 
but we know that we can’t 
get too excited. It all starts 
at practice for us. We’ve 
stayed locked in and we’ve 
been focused on the right 
things.”

The Hubs closed the 
opening half with a 74-
yard scoring drive that was 
kept alive by a big second-
down throw from senior 
quarterback Carson Lewis, 
who connected with senior 
tailback Grant Gensler near 
the Highland sideline for a 
38-yard gain. The catch-
and-run by Gensler, who 
had 152 total yards and 114 
rushing yards in the game, 
moved the Rochelle offense 
into the red zone, where Vil-
lalobos punched in a 5-yard 
rushing touchdown to keep 
the Hubs rolling.

HUBS: Rochelle defeats Highland to start season with 3-0 record

A group of Rochelle Hub defenders including seniors Elijah Harley (left) and Brandyn Metzger (middle) swarm to tackle a Highland ball 
carrier during the varsity football game against the Bulldogs on Friday evening. Rochelle’s defense didn’t allow a point in the first half.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The second half was 
more of the same from the 
Rochelle offense, which 
overcame multiple pro-
cedural penalties to string 
together a 13-play, 88-
yard scoring drive midway 
through the third quarter 
that erased almost seven 
minutes of game clock. 
Gensler gave the Hubs a 
27-0 lead with a 6-yard 

touchdown run off the left 
side of the line of scrim-
mage. Highland receiver 
Blake Reinacher caught an 
18-yard touchdown pass 
late in the third quarter for 
the first Bulldog score.

Rochelle sealed its win 
in the fourth quarter, where 
a personal foul call on 
Highland led to a 19-yard 
rushing touchdown from 

Manning. Villalobos was 
the final Rochelle player 
to reach the end zone, 
barrelling forward for an 
8-yard touchdown run 
late in the fourth quarter. 
While the Bulldogs found 
their rhythm on offense in 
the fourth quarter, where 
Highland scored a pair of 
touchdowns, Rochelle’s 
large lead from the opening 

half was enough to keep the 
Hubs ahead.

Junior linebacker Gavin 
Neale and senior linebacker 
Ethan Goodwin tied for a 
team-high six tackles for 
the Hubs, who will begin 
conference play with a 
tough matchup against Syc-
amore at home next Friday. 
The Spartans are also 3-0 on 
the season with wins over 

DeKalb, Oswego East and 
Mahomet-Seymour. Syca-
more held off the Hubs for 
a 21-6 victory last season.

“We need to make sure 
we have our eyes on the 
right guys and we have to 
keep bonding as a team,” 
Villalobos said. “If we 
protect ourselves and stick 
together, I think we can beat 
them.”

RTHS Football

Rochelle Hubs fall in low scoring fresh-soph matchup against Byron Tigers on Monday evening
The Rochelle Hub fresh-soph football team suffered its first loss of the season on Monday evening, when the purple and white hosted Byron in nonconference 
action. Freshman Cohen Haedt connected with sophomore Brody Bruns for a 30-yard touchdown pass, but the Tigers scored two touchdowns to beat the Hubs 

14-6. Sophomore Cooper Holmgren finished with two tackles for loss, while sophomore Keegan Cathina added seven tackles and an interception to lead the defense. 
Rochelle is now 3-1 on the season. Above, sophomore Angel Hernandez (left) and sophomore Keegan Cathina (right) each take their turn running the football.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!
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Rochelle Junior Tackle football teams host Dixon at Helms Park on Saturday afternoon
The Rochelle Junior Tackle football teams faced Dixon at Helms Park on Saturday afternoon. The 8th Grade team is now 5-0 on the season after defeating the Junior 

Dukes 38-20. The 7th Grade team fell 14-6 to move to 1-4 on the season and the 6th Grade team conceded a 20-6 loss to fall to 3-2 on the season. The 5th Grade team 
earned its second win of the season, improving to 2-3 after a 20-14 victory on Saturday. Above, eighth-grader Mikey Chadwick (left) rushes toward the outside and 

seventh-graders Bentley Svela and Roger Navarro (right) combine for a tackle on defense. Below, sixth-grader Landon Johnson (left) runs through an arm tackle and 
fifth-grader Greyson Dettman (right) looks upfield for a big run.

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)Rochelle Junior Tackle

VBALL: Rochelle falls in three-set match to Genoa-Kingston
From page 1

Rochelle finished second 
in its pool after concluding 
the pool round with a 24-26, 
15-25 loss against Fulton. 
Despite a promising start 
to the tournament, Rochelle 
was unable to build on its 
early momentum, conced-
ing a 23-25, 25-20, 9-15 loss 
to Genoa-Kingston before 
bowing out with a 17-25, 
19-25 loss against Milled-
geville to end the tourna-
ment in eighth place. The 
Lady Hubs were without 
senior setter Ali Ohlinger, 
who’s out with a knee injury. 
With Ohlinger sidelined, 
Rodeghero will only see 
her already large role on 
the team continue to grow.

“Ali is a huge role model 
and leader on the team,” 
Rodeghero said. “I know I 
need to be there for the rest 
of the team and it’s tough to 
lose a big part of our team, 
but we need to think about 
how to persevere and grow 
through that. She’s still 
helping us from the sideline 
and I think we’re going to 
grow stronger as a team. I 
think we’ll figure out a way 
to get through it.”

One player who stepped 
up alongside Rodeghero 
was Bruns, who had 12 as-
sists against Fulton before 
adding 18 assists against 
both Genoa-Kingston and 
Milledgeville. Rochelle (9-
6, 0-0 Interstate 8) will begin 
conference play against 
Sycamore at home on Tues-
day night. 

Genoa-Kingston
 The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity volleyball team 
did its best to fight back 
during Monday’s non-
conference match against 
Genoa-Kingston. Despite 
a strong second set led by 
senior Taelynn Rodeghero, 
who recorded a double-
double with 13 kills and 
15 digs in the match, the 
Lady Hubs struggled to find 
their rhythm without injured 

senior setter Ali Ohlinger, 
falling to the Cogs 18-25, 
25-17, 16-25 in a rematch 
from Saturday’s tournament 
in Byron.

Genoa-Kingston con-
trolled most of the opening 
set, capitalizing on receive 
errors and other mistakes 
by the Lady Hubs, who 
deployed a new rotation 
of players with Ohlinger 
sidelined for a knee injury. 
Rochelle responded early 
in the second set, however, 
opening the set with a 6-1 
run that was sparked by a 
string of kills from Rodegh-
ero, who attacked the Cogs 
from the outside.

“When we lose a player 
like Ali, it’s obviously go-

ing to hurt us,” head coach 
Molly Sly said. “But she’s 
here and she wants to see 
the team succeed. She’s 
cheering the girls on during 
practice and she has a great 
attitude. She’s leading our 
huddles and I think the girls 
are coming in each day ready 
to work for her. They have 
the type of mentality where 
they want to win for her.”

The Lady Hubs extended 
their second-set lead with 
the Grand Valley State Uni-
versity commit Rodeghero 
at the service line, forcing 
a Genoa-Kingston timeout 
with Rochelle ahead 16-6. 
Juniors Meredith Bruns and 
Jaydin Dickey shared setting 
duties on Monday evening, 

with Bruns dishing out 13 
assists while Dickey added 
11 assists. Defensively, Ro-
chelle committed far fewer 
errors in the second set, 
with senior libero Dempsey 
Atkinson anchoring the 
back row.

“I think this is great for 
Taelynn,” Sly said. “It puts 
a lot on her shoulders, but I 
think that’s good for her and 
I think she needs to have a 
lot of weight on those shoul-
ders and continue rising to 
the challenge. She did that 
over the weekend and she 
played really well tonight. 
I think this will only make 
her better for when she goes 
on to play four more years 
of volleyball.”

Atkinson collected a 
team-high 19 digs for the 
Lady Hubs, who closed out 
the second set in decisive 
fashion before entering 
the third set, where Ro-
chelle received an offensive 
boost from sophomore Briel 
Metzger. Normally out of 
the rotation, Metzger has 
seen her role increase with 
Ohlinger sidelined. The 
sophomore finished with six 
kills, most of which came in 
the third set. 

“Briel wants it and I see 
how she watches and learns 
from the bench,” Sly said. 
“She takes everything our 
coaches and players say 
to her and she learns from 
that. She wants to put what 

she learns into action right 
away and I think she brings 
a fire for the three rotations 
she’s in.”

A pair of blocks from 
Rodeghero and junior Au-
dyn Kemp helped Rochelle 
hold a 15-13 lead over the 
Cogs late in the third set. But 
as was the issue in the first 
set, unforced errors hurt the 
Lady Hubs down the stretch, 
as a lengthy service rally 
from Genoa-Kingston led 
to an 8-0 run that required 
two Rochelle timeouts 
to stop the bleeding. The 
Lady Hubs were unable 
to recover, however, with 
the Cogs ending the match 
on a 12-1 run after trailing 
by two.

Junior Jaydin Dickey attacks from the right side during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball match against Genoa-Kingston on 
Monday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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ASHTON NEWS

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

Lori Patterson
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

(815) 562-7617
loripatterson22@gmail.com

http://loripattersonrealestate.com

AFC CUSD #275

Go, Raiders!

Ashton-Franklin Center Jr/Sr High School 
611 Western Ave., Ashton, IL 61006

815-452-7461 | Malinda Hart, Principal

 
Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School

217 South Elm, Franklin Grove, IL 61031
815-456-2325 | Jenah Burkitt, Principal

Learn  Grow  Thrive

DIXON – State Rep-
resentative Bradley Fritts 
(R-Dixon) has officially 
ended his 2024 Summer 
Tour. Rep. Fritts made 42 
stops consisting of travel-
ing office hours, coffee & 
conversation events, local 
business tours, and more. 

“My main priority as 
a State Representative is 
to advocate for the people 
of District 74,” Fritts said. 

“That is why I spent my 
summer speaking with 
hundreds of constituents 
about the issues impacting 
them every single day. From 
business owners to com-
munity leaders to educators 
and everyone in between, I 
am proud to have spent my 
summer engaging with the 
incredible people who make 
up this district. All of the 
feedback I received will help 

guide my legislative efforts 
when I return to Springfield 
next spring.” 

Rep. Fritts’ 2024 Summer 
Tour consisted of the follow-
ing stops and events: Au-
tism Center of Sauk Valley 
(Dixon), Castor Home 
Nursing (Sterling), Down 
Range LLC (Rochelle), IFH 
Group (Rock Falls), Kelly’s 
(Sterling), Lee County 
Health Department (Dixon), 

Lee County Fair (Amboy), 
Leland Economic Devel-
opment Meeting (Leland), 
Luna (Rochelle), Northern 
Illinois Home Medical 
Supply (Dixon), Northern 
Illinois Center for Inde-
pendent Living (Sterling), 
Marquis Inc (Hennepin), 
Morningside of Sterling 
(Sterling), Ogle County 
Fair (Oregon), Oliver’s 
Corner Market (Dixon), 

Rock Falls Chamber Legis-
lative Update (Rock Falls), 
Rock River Hospice & 
Home (Sterling), Rooney’s 
(Franklin Grove), Sterling 
Steel (Sterling), Village 
of Lee 100th Anniversary 
(Lee), Whiteside County 
Fair (Morrison) and 7:24 
Fitness on the Rock (Rock 
Falls).

Coffee & conversation 
events: Franklin Grove, 

Shabbona, Amboy, Polo, 
Rochelle, Sterling, Rock 
Falls and Mendota.

Traveling office hours 
events: Ashton, Franklin 
Grove, Paw Paw, Men-
dota, Malta, Creston, Ro-
chelle, Rock Falls, Sterling, 
Earlville, Waterman, and 
Shabbona.

For more information 
about Representative Fritts, 
visit RepFritts.com.

HARMON — On Sept. 
5, the Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office received a call 
of a two-vehicle crash at 
the intersection of U.S. 
Route 30 and Harmon 

Road in rural Harmon.  
Investigating deputies 
learned a 2022 Mack semi-
tractor driven by Roger A. 
Auten, 62, of Creston, Iowa 
was traveling east bound on 

U.S. Route 30.  Larry W. 
Browning, 74, of Dixon was 
also traveling east bound on 
U.S. Route 30 in his 2018 
Ford Fiesta, when Browning 
attempted to overtake the 

Mack tractor. Larry struck 
the Mack tractor when 
merging back into the east 
bound lane causing both 
vehicles to lose control.   
Bo th  d r ive r s  were 

checked out by medical 
personnel at the scene.  
Larry was taken into cus-
tody for driving under the 
influence of alcohol and 
issued a citation for im-

proper traffic lane usage.  
The Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office was assisted by Dixon 
Rural Fire Department and 
Advance EMS Ambulance 
Services.

DIXON – Illinois Exten-
sion and Lee County 4-H are 
thrilled to announce the up-
coming 4-H Kids with Heart 
Exhibit, a special event 
dedicated to celebrating 
the creativity, compassion, 
and community spirit of our 
local 4-H members. The 
Open House will be held on 

Friday, Oct. 4, from 6-8 p.m. 
at The Next Picture Show, 
and we invite the public to 
join us in recognizing these 
young artists.

The 4-H Kids with Heart 
Exhibit will feature vari-
ous projects created by our 
4-H members. The judges 
selected these projects at 

the 2024 Lee County 4-H 
Show in July.

“Our 4-H members are 
learning valuable life skills 
and developing a deep 
sense of responsibility and 
empathy for others,” said 
Katie Baker, program co-
ordinator. “The Kids with 
Heart Exhibit is a wonderful 

opportunity for the public to 
see firsthand the dedication 
and creativity of these young 
people.”

This event is free and 
open to the public, and 
we encourage everyone to 
come out and support our 
4-H members. The 4-H 
Kids with Heart Exhibit 

is part of our ongoing ef-
forts to engage youth in 
meaningful activities that 
promote personal growth, 
leadership, and community 
involvement. We proudly 
showcase the hard work 
and dedication of our 4-H 
members and look forward 
to sharing their achieve-

ments with the community.
For more information 

about the 4-H Kids with 
Heart Exhibit, please get 
in touch with Katie Baker 
at (815)857-3525 or km-
cbr2@illinois.edu. You can 
also visit us on social media 
for updates, Lee County 
4-H.

4-H Kids with Heart exhibit showcases youth talent

Rep. Fritts completes 2024 Summer Tour across District 74

DIXON — The Lee 
County 4-H Extension of-
fice recently released its 
calendar of events for this 
fall.

Pumpkin Planters, 
Sept. 28 | 9:30-11 a.m., 
Sauk Valley Community 
College

Fall pumpkins are a nice 
addition to any entryway. 
Learn how to intensify your 
planters with live and faux 
flowers for that boost of 
color for your entryways. 
Participants will create a 
pumpkin planter of their 
own with instruction from 
Illinois Extension Horticul-
ture Educator Bruce Black. 
Cost: $29. (Ages 18 & Up) 
Registration is required 
online at: go.illinois.edu/
CommunityEdSVCC. 

Making a Meaningful 
Nursing Home Visit, Sept. 
30 | 12:30-1:30 p.m,, Lee 
County Council on Aging, 
Dixon

This workshop given 
by Illinois Extension is de-
signed to help participants 
identify with nursing home 
residents, and to recognize 
the emotions that may be 
preventing quality visits. 
Practical ideas for mak-
ing visits more valuable 
and enjoyable will also be 
shared. Registration not 
required but recommended- 

call LCCOA 815-288-9236 
to sign up. Call Kara at 
815-632-3611 with any 
questions or for reasonable 
accommodations.

Blooms & Paper: 
Mixed Media Art, Oct. 2 | 
5:30 – 7 p.m., Sauk Valley 
Community College

Creativity blossoms with 
“Blooms and Paper”! In 
this class with Illinois Ex-
tension, you’ll explore 
techniques utilizing canvas, 
scrapbook paper, and pen 
to create floral composi-
tions. Whether you are a 
seasoned artist or a begin-
ner, this course will explore 
the world of mixed media 
art, where every stroke of 
the pen and piece of paper 
brings your imagination 
to bloom. (Ages 8 & up) 
Cost: $29. Register online 
at: go.illinois.edu/Commu-
nityEdSVCC

Poverty Simulation Ex-
perience, Oct. 4 | 9-12:30 
p.m., Sauk Valley Com-
munity College

Experience what it’s like 
to live in poverty. Take part 
in this life-changing experi-
ence with University of Illi-
nois Extension. During this 
event, you’ll step into the 
shoes of a low-income fam-
ily member and experience 
the stark realities of living 
on a limited budget at our 

upcoming Poverty Simula-
tion. Whether you’re work-
ing with clients from diverse 
backgrounds or simply 
seeking to broaden your per-
spective, this life-changing 
experience offers a unique 
opportunity to delve into 
the daily struggles of those 
living in poverty. Please 
join this free workshop with 
lunch provided. Register 
online at: go.illinois.edu/
CLWPoverty

Lee 4-H Kids in the 
Kitchen, Monthly Oct. 
8-March | 4-6 p.m. - Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, 
Dixon

Youth ages 8 and up will 
be able to learn from the Lee 
County Master Gardeners 
how to cook produce grown 
in the garden. This club will 
meet from the second Tues-
day of October-March at the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Dixon from 4-6:00 p.m. 
Class size will be limited for 
this special interest club, so 
register soon at go.illinois.
edu/Lee4HKitchen. For 
more information, contact 
Katie at 815-857-3525.

Passport to the World, 
Oct. 9 & 23 | 6-7 p.m., 
Sauk Valley Community 
College

Embark on a global 
journey with “Passport to 
the World” at Sauk Valley 

Community Colldege! Do 
you have a passion for travel 
and a curiosity about differ-
ent cultures? Join Illinois 
Extension for an enrich-
ing program where you’ll 
explore diverse countries 
and traditions from around 
the globe. Held on October 
9 & 23 from 6-7 PM this 
interactive series invites 
participants to discover 
fascinating facts, traditions, 
and landmarks from various 
countries.  For ages 8-12 
and a fee of $10. Registra-
tion is required online at: 
go.illinois.edu/Communi-
tyEdSVCC. 

Pumpkin Centerpieces, 
Oct. 12 | 9:30-11 a.m., 
Sauk Valley Community 
College

Pumpkins are one of the 
symbols of fall. Add some 
new flair to your decorating 
by creating a focal point for 
your table. With Illinois Ex-
tension Horticulture Educa-
tor Bruce Black, participants 
will learn how to make a 
centerpiece for any table, 
witches brew station, or 
favorite haunt. Supplies are 
included. (Ages 16 & Up) 
Cost: $29. Registration is re-
quired online at: go.illinois.
edu/CommunityEdSVCC. 

Childcare University, 
Nov. 2 | 8-3:30 p.m., Sauk 
Valley Community Col-

lege, Dixon  
Child Care University 

is a series of workshops for 
childcare providers. Join us 
for a day of learning, fun, 
and great presenters. You 
will receive tons of infor-
mation you can put to work 
in your childcare setting.  
Register at: go.illinois.edu/
ChildCareU

Communication Chal-
lenges and Strategies for 
Helping People with De-
mentia, Nov. 4 | 12:30-1:30 
p.m., Lee County Council 
on Aging, Dixon

When a relative or friend 
has dementia, communica-
tion can be very difficult 
as the disease advances. In 
this workshop given by Illi-
nois Extension participants 
will learn about common 
communication problems 
caused by Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias 
and identify strategies for 
better interactions and visits. 
Registration not required 
but recommended- call 
LCCOA 815-288-9236 
to sign up. Call Kara at 
815-632-3611 with any 
questions or for reasonable 
accommodations.

Bullet Journaling, Nov. 
6 | 5:30-6:30 p.m., Sauk 
Valley Community Col-
lege

While our lives may be 

constantly on the move, and 
the convenience of having 
so much at our fingertips in 
digital form, there is a great 
deal of benefit to putting pen 
to paper. Join Illinois Exten-
sion and learn the benefits 
of bullet journaling. It can 
help organize life tasks, 
thoughts, and feelings, help 
identify stressors, help pro-
cess emotions and intrusive 
or avoidant thoughts, gain 
insight and confidence, and 
promote empathy. Supplies 
are included. (Ages 13 & up) 
Cost: $12

Register online at: 
go.illinois.edu/Communi-
tyEdSVCC

Winter Terrariums 
Youth Workshop, Dec. 7 | 
9:30-11 a.m., Sauk Valley 
Community College

Join Illinois Extension 
Horticulture Educator 
Bruce Black to explore 
terrariums. Winter can be a 
monotone time of the year. 
Plants are a great source of 
color to brighten those blues. 
Students will learn how to 
create a winter terrarium to 
make your holiday season a 
little greener. These winter 
terrariums would make a 
great holiday gift. For ages 
10 and up. Supplies included 
and cost is $20. Register 
online at: go.illinois.edu/
CommunityEdSVCC

Local 4-H Extension office releases fall event schedule

DIXON — The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office suc-
cessfully stepped up enforce-
ment efforts over Labor Day 
weekend. 14 seat belt cita-

tions were issued, with four 
occurring during nighttime 
hours. Other citations and ar-
rests included four speeding 
citations, nine other citations 

for vehicle code violations 
and two warrant arrests. 

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office collaborated 
with other law enforcement 

agencies and highway safe-
ty partners across the state 
for the Illinois Labor Day 
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” and “Drive High. Get 

a DUI” campaign.
This effort was part of 

the statewide “Drive So-
ber or Get Pulled Over,” 
“Drive High. Get a DUI” 

and “Click It or Ticket” 
initiatives, funded by fed-
eral highway safety funds 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Dixon man arrested for driving under the influence 

Lee County Sheriff’s Office announces results of Labor Day safety campaign
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Septem-
ber 12, 2024, a certif-
icate was filed in the 
Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office setting forth the 
names and post office 
address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
AAL Towing
1020 S 7th St
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated September 12, 
2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0917
(Sept. 18, 28 and Oct. 
2, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 

or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

Free 
Kittens 
to give away to 
good homes.
Please call 815-615-1171

09082024RNL

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024
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Yes, please start or renew my subscription!
Enclosed is my $______ check for the option marked below

52-Week Subscription for $99.99*           52-Week Online only Subscription for $49.99
Name: ___________________________________________

           Phone: ___________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

   Email: ________________________________________________
O� er expires September 30, 2024

Mail form & check to: P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop o�  and pay at 211 Hwy 38 E, Rochelle, IL

www.rochellenews-leader.com

SUNDAY

79 63
HIGH

TCOC scholars named
The Tri-County Opportunity Council named its scholarship winners. Page 3

WEATHER

LOW

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           SUNDAY, AUG. 18, 2024                                 $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub soccer team kicks off fall season                   SEE SPORTS

Library holds End of Summer celebration                      PAGE 2

MONDAY

77 58
HIGH LOW

TUESDAY

77 55
HIGH LOW

WEDNESDAY

77 56
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

Vol. 105 • No. 33

134 May Mart Drive815-561-0001

• DONALD B. AND PRISCILLA J. CAMPBELL                         See page 4

• MENARDS

INSERTS

Local News.................2, 3, 5Obituaries............................4Opinion................................6Community.........................7

INSIDE

OBITUARIES

KNOW ITTODAY

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

411 Cherry Ave
815-562-6568

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Free Estimates, 24-Hour Emergency Service, Residential & Commercial, Insured & Bonded

Free Estimates, 24-Hour Emergency Service, Residential & Commercial, Insured & Bonded

621 First Avenue, Rochelle        815-562-8784

Hit a Homerun by Calling Anderson!

Hit a Homerun by Calling Anderson!

06022024

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard an update on recent facility work from District Business Manager Kevin Dale.Dale recapped work that has been done in recent months at district facilities. That work has included adding on to the parking lot at Tilton Elementary School, removing asbestos tiles in all the hallways and two classrooms at Tilton and replacing it with new tile, and a geothermal bore-field project that recently wrapped up.At its last meeting in June, the board unanimously ap-proved a resolution to issue a maximum of $11,163,432 in general obligation school bonds for renovations at Tilton Elementary School and possible future work at its other schools.The June approval was the culmination of a months-long process of securing funding for the Tilton work. The district is currently in the process of $14-16 million worth of needed renovations at Tilton School 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Friday, Aug. 9, Focus House held its second annu-al Golf Play Day Fundraiser at Fairways Golf Course in Rochelle. The event was sold out for the second year in a  row and the course was filled with community supporters of the Rochelle organization that provides a continuum of quality services for at-risk youth.The event began with food and a shotgun start, along with a welcome by Focus House Director of Operations Brenda Mason and Foundation for Focus House Executive Director Jeni Hardin, who both thanked the golfers that took part on Aug. 9.“Things have gone amazing today,” Hardin said. “Everything has been very smooth. It can be scary to put together a huge event like this and not know how it will all go. Every team showed up, which is exciting. We can’t do what we do without our sponsors and the support of the com-munity. Rochelle and all of Ogle County really comes together to help Focus House and the foundation. 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At its monthly meeting Wednes-day, the Hillcrest Village Board of Trustees heard an update on its priority 1A water main project, which recently began.After seeing delays, contractor Elliott & Wood, Inc. is on site and installing water main and locating water service lines. The project has a $1.2 million total budget and plans to replace mains along the full length of Scott Ave-nue, parts of Errett Road and Erickson Road from Scott Avenue to Jeffrey Avenue, and parts of Jef-frey Avenue from Errett Road to Erickson Road. Those streets are in the southern and oldest part of the village. The proj-ect will be financed with an IEPA loan that will involve 50 percent loan forgiveness. 
See HILLCREST pg 3

Elementary board: Facilities update presented

Raise in substitute teacher pay approved Tuesday

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of 

Education heard an update on recent facility work from District Business Manager 

Kevin Dale.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)after finding in a health life safety evaluation that an estimated $7.9 million worth of work is required at the school for those issues. Health life safety concerns the physical safety of the building for students and staff to occupy. Along with funding from bonds, the dis-trict is utilizing $6-8 million from its reserves for other improvements involving se-curity and spatial concerns including pick-up and drop-off areas. The work will be 

done in a three-year plan.Dale provided prelim-inary information to the board Tuesday on starting on concept design for future renovation work at Tilton School.“Moving forward, we’re still working with our architects on design over the next two years,” Dale said. “We’re looking at going out to bid for some of the renovations and new improvements by December. We have a 

committee that will soon start talking about designs and colors and we’ll put all of that together to get it out to bid to meet the timelines.”For longer-term plans at Tilton School, the district is tying in health life safety needs with recommended security enhancements and staff needs and wants, namely limited space in the building. 
See SCHOOL page 5

Focus House holds 2nd annual Golf Play Day Fundraiser

Foundation executive director: ‘Every penny goes to the kids’

On Friday, Aug. 9, Focus House held its second annual Golf Play Day Fundraiser at Fairways Golf Course in 

Rochelle. The event was sold out for the second year in a  row and the course was filled with community 

supporters of the Rochelle organization that provides a continuum of quality services for at-risk youth.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

We’re pleased and thank-ful. Any time we ask for something, someone in the community steps up. We had a lot more sponsors this year. That and selling out the event again means a lot to me.”Every dollar raised at the golf outing and in Focus House’s other fundraising work goes directly to the youth it services. Expens-

es fundraisers help cover include school supplies, costs of activities, and gas cards and food for visits with families.“Every penny goes to the kids,” Hardin said. “They sometimes come to us with nothing and no clothes or seasonal wear. Some come from broken homes and their parents aren’t active in their lives. Sometimes 

their clothes are too small or their shoes have holes in them. We always make sure they get everything they need. Pretty much anything a kid needs to get through our program successfully, that’s where the money goes.”Hardin said seeing so many of Focus House’s supporters in the same place at the same time 

meant a lot to her.“Last year I cried when I was thanking everyone,” Hardin said. “It’s just so cool to look out and just see all of these people here be-cause they want to help the kids. All of these people are here because they support Focus House. A lot of them aren’t even golfers and they come out for just a fun day. I love seeing it.”

Water main project underway

Fall 
Subscription
Special

52 Weeks for $99.99
Sunday & Wednesday Home Delivery
+  Unlimited Digital Access 

Get the scoop on holiday 
happenings and special 
offers throughout the year, 
as well as local news, 
updates, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and more!

Fall Into 
Savings

52 Weeks for $49.99
Unlimited Digital Access
Online Only

OR
SUBSCRIBE NOW
Limited-Time Offer 
52 week subscription to the Rochelle News-Leader
Offer Expires September 30, 2024
(Regular price $139.99 home delivery + digital and 
$89.99 online only)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Win Big

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Morgan 
DeLille

Year: Freshman
Sport: Volleyball

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Three years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: All of my friends on the team 

who uplift and support me.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: English because I love to 

read and write.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Caitlin Clark because she 

shows determination as an athlete 
and hard work is what’s made her 

successful.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents because they are 
very hard working and they are 

always there for me.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: I want to be a doctor or a 

surgeon.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: The Bahamas because I love 
the beach and being in the sun.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: The amount of support and 
opportunities that people are 

given to achieve what they want.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: I’ve played volleyball for 
around four years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: I love the intensity and I love 
how you have to be ready for 

anything.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Health because I want a career 

in medicine and health.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Alex Morgan because she’s an 
amazing soccer player and she’s 
also No. 13 with an awesome last 

name.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?

A: My mom because she reminds 
me that God has my back. She’s 
also an extremely hard worker, 

she never gives up and she’s truly 
selfless.

Q: What is your dream job and 
why?

A: To be a firefighter/EMT 
because I want to help and 

provide hope when I show up to 
an issue.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Alaska and Hawaii because 
those are the only two states I 

haven’t been to.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy the options and the 
opportunities that RTHS provides.

Preslee
Sanders

Year: Freshman
Sport: Volleyball


