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Feeding time
This year’s Tri-County Fair had plenty of activities for the entire family, including 
a petting zoo and a chance to feed some animals, as this camel enjoys accepting a 
tasty snack. Beautiful weather descended upon the Mendota fairgrounds for the 
entire five-day run of the fair. See more pictures from this year’s fair on Page A2. 
(Reporter photo)

OTTAWA – The Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation announced that con-
struction on Interstate 39 
through LaSalle County 
began on Sept. 3.

The project will patch 
36 miles of I-39 in La Salle 
County from the Marshall 
County line to just south of 
the Lee County line. Work 
includes joint and pothole 
repair. There will be inter-
mittent lane closures on 
I-39 throughout the project, 
which is expected to be com-
pleted in November.

Motorists can expect delays 

Construction underway on I-39 in LaSalle Co.
and should allow extra time for 
trips through this area and be 
prepared for slow and stopped 
traffic. To avoid the work area, 
when feasible, use of alternate 
routes should be considered. 
Drivers are urged to pay close 
attention to changed conditions 
and signs in the work zones, 
obey the posted speed limits, 
refrain from using mobile de-
vices and be alert for workers 
and equipment. 

Over the next six years, 
IDOT is planning to improve 
more than 3,200 miles of 
highway and nearly 9 million 
square feet of bridge deck 

as part of Rebuild Illinois, 
which is investing $33.2 
billion into all modes of 
transportation. Accomplish-
ments through Year Five 
of Rebuild Illinois include 
approximately $16 billion of 
improvements statewide on 
6,541 miles of highway, 686 
bridges and 986 additional 
safety improvements.

For IDOT District 3 
updates on X, follow us 
at @IDOTDistrict3. View 
area construction details on 
IDOT’s traveler information 
map at www.GettingAroun-
dIllinois.com.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – In May, The Mendota 
Reporter published a story about Rosa-
linda (Rosi) Lopez becoming a foreign 
exchange student in Italy and Addy 
Allensworth boarding a plane to France.

Both Mendota High School students 
came back in July. They didn’t return 
alone as both of them brought back their 
foreign exchange friend they stayed with 
across the pond.

“France was so exciting. When I got 
back, I was just as excited to tell people 
about my trip,” said Allensworth, who 
had always wanted to go to Paris. “I 
want to get more people to be a foreign 
exchange student because I had so much 
fun. I had more fun than I thought I 
was going to have. Knowing that, I 
think others would have fun and think 
it was cool.

“My favorite part was seeing the 
Eiffel Tower, especially when it sparkled 
at night.”

Allensworth also enjoyed the coast-
al aspect of France, the food, and the 
people.

Her favorite dish was galette, which is 
a breakfast-like dish consisting of ham, 
cheese, and an egg, made similar to a 
crepe, but consumed at the dinner table.

When Allensworth returned to 
Mendota, she was glad Anais Bouvier 
came with her so she could make her 
the French delicacy. 

Bouvier and Allensworth stepped 
off the plane on United States soil on 
July 17. Bouvier returned home on 
Aug. 19, but not before she enjoyed 
the Mendota Sweet Corn Festival and 
American culture. 

“My trip has been very good. Perfect. 
Going to Chicago was my favorite. I 

love Chicago,” Bouvier said. “I liked 
that there is a river that runs through 
Chicago and all of the big buildings. 
We went to a White Sox game against 
the (New York) Yankees and we went 
to a Cardinals game in St. Louis. It was 
cool to see the arch. I stood underneath 
it and was amazed.

“Food is very different here. It isn’t 
bad. It has more sugar and processed. 
Food in France is more organic, fresh. 
School is more chill here. We don’t 
play games or watch movies in class 
in France.”

When speaking about Italy, Lopez 
is all smiles.

Her lifelong dream of going to Italy 
is now a countless real-time souvenir 
she won’t forget.

Students have been touring the country through the Ro-
tary Exchange Program, including to and from Mendota. 
Left to right, are Mendota High School junior Addyson 
Allensworth, Julia Carvalho (Brazil), Anais Bouvier 
(France), MHS junior Rosalinda Lopez, and Maila Gor-
gaini (Italy). (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance) 

Mendota students return from foreign lands…with friends
q Students enjoy exciting times experiencing other cultures

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – It’s not 
every year a municipality 
turns 170. 

Especially, a thriving 
precinct.

And it’s extraordinary 
when the census sign reads 
450 people.

Sublette, Illinois is one 
of few which can make the 
claim. And not only make the 
claim but celebrate its ability 
to sustain a united community 
with the ones who help make 
it a real-life bond instead of a 
statement, you.

Sublette is celebrating 
its 170th anniversary or 
birthday, both terms fit, on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 and Sunday, 
Sept. 8.

On Saturday, a softball 
tournament will begin after 
its 8:30 a.m. registration, 
craft vendors are open 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., bounce houses 
and a petting zoo will open 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Les Wilson 
will perform uptown from 
11 a.m.-noon, a parade will 
cruise down the Sublette 
streets at 1 p.m., and food 
trucks will be available all 
day.

Hops and Harmony will 
take place from 6-10 p.m. 
with beer tasting and musical 
performances from The Wil-
de, Voth, and Grammy Award 
winning country music band, 
Diamond Rio.

Sunday will include craft 
vendors from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and the annual attraction, 
Pullin’ in the Park at 11 a.m.

Residents and natives of 
Sublette are excited about 
the celebration and Sublette 
turning 170.
John Stenzel

“For Sublette to turn 
170-years-old, that means 
there has been a lot of dedi-
cated, hardworking people to 
help sustain the village,” said 

Sublette ready to throw a big 
celebration for 170th milestone
q Numerous events scheduled for September 7 & 8

the Sublette Village Board 
president. “The number of vol-
unteers and support Sublette 
receives from its residents is 
phenomenal. I hope everyone 
comes out and celebrates be-
cause it’s for all of the people 
who live here and make our 
community great.” 
Nick Vaessen

“It was typical small-town 
living when we were kids. 
Everybody was riding bikes 
and playing baseball. We 
met up with the neighbors 
every day,” said Vaessen, 
who is a third-generation 
family member associate of 
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet 
in Sublette and 1992 Amboy 
graduate. “There was only 
one way to tell where every-
one was at, look for the pile 
of bicycles. We didn’t have 
cellphones, so you traced 
the bikes.

“It’s cool Sublette is hav-
ing a 170th celebration and 
it’s cool Sublette has made 
it this long. A lot of small 

“For Sublette to turn 170-years-old, that 
means there has been a lot of dedicat-
ed, hardworking people to help sustain 
the village. The number of volunteers 
and support Sublette receives from its 
residents is phenomenal.”

–John Stenzel, Sublette village president 

towns dry up and blow away 
because of lack of business. 
We’re all here to support 
Sublette at all times. Vaessen 
Brothers is turning 98 this 
year, so we’ve been here for 
most of the 170.”
Katie Leffelman

“We’ve done different 
celebrations before, but we 
haven’t done anything like 
this where we have so many 
activities in at least the last 10 
years,” said Leffelman, who 
grew up five miles outside 
of town, bought a house in 
Sublette in 2017, and works 
at Sublette’s Numark Credit 
Union. “We’re trying to focus 
on kids’ activities and have 
plenty for them to enjoy. At 
the same time, adults want 
to have fun during the day. 

“It’s going to be a fun 
weekend. Pullin’ in the 
Park is always a great time 
for families. Now, we have 
a fun-filled Saturday, too.” 
Nick Dinges

“I think it is always great 
to bring people together. 
I’ve always felt that our 
community is very special,” 
said Dinges, who is the 
Sublette Fire Department’s 
assistant fire chief, CEO/
owner of Dinges Fire, and 
president of Sublette 365. 
“Anytime there is an event, or 
someone needs help, it feels 
like everyone always wants 
to come together and get a 
lot of things accomplished. 
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Tri-County Fair packs the floral halls, bleachers, vendor lines

Best of Show-Photography
Madison Myers of Mendota won the Best of Show-Do-
mestic/Fine Arts Photography for her unique picture of 
architecture. (Reporter photo)

Best of Show-Agriculture
Ben Kiner of Mendota won the Best of Show-Agriculture 
for his giant premium pumpkin. (Reporter photo)

We’ve had a very smooth start to the 
year at Blackstone. The students are mak-
ing new friends, meeting staff, learning 
rules and practicing procedures. It’s great 
to have everyone back in the building and 
ready to have a fantastic year!

qqq
We have a few new staff members 

at Blackstone this year. They are off 
to a great start and are already a part 
of our Blackstone family. We welcome 
the following new staff members: Ash-
ley Diaz (social work), Amanda Ridge 

(paraprofessional) and Teresa Leffelman 
(health aide).

qqq
I would like to thank the many com-

munity members and businesses who 
have recently donated school supplies to 
our students in need at Blackstone. The 
students were so excited to receive their 
new supplies. We appreciate this support!

qqq
Our students recently brought home 

information on our first fundraiser of the 
school year. We are selling items from 

Perfect Pastries. There are a variety of 
items for sale including braided pastries, 
fruit puffins, cinnamon rolls and caramel 
rolls. All orders are due back to school 
by Friday, Sept. 6. All proceeds from this 
fundraiser will allow all three schools to 
purchase prizes for our monthly reward 
assemblies recognizing great behavior. 
We appreciate your support with this 
fundraiser!

qqq
Schools are required to practice dif-

ferent drills each school year. One of 

them is a fire drill. The Mendota Fire 
Department assisted us with a mandated 
fire drill on Aug. 27. The students and 
staff did a great job of evacuating the 
building and following the procedures for 
the fire drill. Thank you to the Mendota 
Fire Department for assisting us.

Students recently brought home fly-
ers for fall pictures. Parents have the 
opportunity to purchase pictures from 
our photographers at Inter-State Studios. 
Pictures will be on Tuesday, Sept. 10.

Oscar Mayer Weiner Mobile 
coming to Mendota Sept. 7

MENDOTA – The famous 27-foot-
long hotdog on wheels is rolling through 
Illinois with stops at multiple Sullivan’s 
Foods locations.

On Thursday, Sept. 5, the Oscar 
Mayer Weinermobile will be in Free-
port from 11 a.m.-2p.m and Winnebago 
from 3-6 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 6, the hotdogger will 
be in Morrison from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
Savanaa from 3-6 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 7, Oscar Mayer will 
be in Mendota from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
Princeton 3-6 p.m.

Sunday will see stops in Stockton 
(11 a.m.-2 p.m.) and Lena (3-6 p.m.).

SPRING VALLEY – The 
Tee-Box, located at 223 E. St. 
Paul Street in Spring Valley, 
has been getting rave reviews 
for its food. 

Recently, The Tee-Box 
debuted its pork tenderloin 
served for $10 from 5-8 p.m. 
every Tuesday. The limited 
hours are because of the de-
mand for the hand-breaded 
and pounded delicious pork, 
seasoned to perfection with 
all the toppings and an order 
of fries.

The tenderloin recceived 
top-notch marks from local 
critics.

Now, food reviewer and 
Illinois Valley native, Steve 
Kirby, wrote a review on Face-
book about The Tee-Box and 
how he keeps coming back to 
Spring Valley for more.

“If you know me at all, 

once I find one great thing 
I rarely leave that comfort 
circle, but at The Tee-Box, 
this restaurant keeps bringing 
their A-game in all they do. 
During the Mendota Swet 
Corn Festival, my family took 
a detour from Mendota and 
headed south again to Spring 
Valley,” Kirby sccribed. “The 
Tee-Box had a special dish 
on the back of the menu that 
suggested a medley of meats 
and noodles blended with 
some Cajun spices. Once 
again, we were greeted with 
all smiles, sat immediately 
and had our food and drinks 
in no time.

“This restaurant pours all 
their attention and detail into 
everything they do. You can 
feel and easily taste the labor of 
love they put in each dish. This 
Cajun meal is called the Cajun 

chicken, shrimp and sausage. 
While there was an itch to it, 
it wassn’t overwhelmingly hot 
or spicy. It was perfection.”

The Tee-Box menu offers 
many delicacies including 
JT’s fried chicken, Italian 
beef, crab rangoon egg-
rolls, pulled pork nachos, 
flatbreads, pastas, salads, 
and more.

Other than Tuesday only 
offering pork tenderloins 
from 5-8 p.m., the full menu 
is available 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Satur-
day, and 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on 
Sundays.

Dine-in at 223 E. St. Paul 
Street in Spring Valley, the 
phone numbers for carry out 
are 815-554-9049 or 815-
554-9050, and orders can be 
placed online at theteeboxsv.
com.

The Tee-Box proving to be an 
Illinois Valley culinary attraction

Mendota Lions Club donates $30,000 to YMCA
Members of the Mendota Lions Club and the Mendota YMCA recently gathered 
to recognize the Lions Club donating $30,000 to the Y. The donation is three years, 
$10,000 per year, and for the use of scholarships for the YMCA after school program. 
The YMCA said, “We are deeply honored by the Lions Club’s incredible kindness and 
generosity.” In the photo are, left to right, Zach Hunt, Bob Martinez, Mike Merriman, 
Steve Donnell, Zach Ross, Haydon Schmidt, and Jill Friedman. (Photo contributed)  

Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO) to turn 100
Did you know there is a Philanthropic Educational Organization Sisterhood in Men-
dota? Not only is there a group, but this year in December, it will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary. The Mendota PEO, which currently has 23 members, meets monthly to 
emphasize the objective of women educating women, which has been the premise since 
it was formed in 1924. PEO has created multiple scholarships for many female students 
over the years. The intergeneracial group featuring more than one level of family trees 
is symbolized by the PEO flower, the daisy. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)   

Leeward Renewable Energy holds tour
While the downtown streets of Mendota were bustling with Sweet Corn Festival activi-
ties on Saturday, Aug. 10, some Mendotans and people from surrounding communities 
were at the wind turbines on the outskirts of town. Kyle Rex, the local Leeward plant 
manager explained how the wind turbines work, how much energy they produce, how 
much land mass they need, and why they are important. GSG Wind, which started 
operations in 2007, is on 3,000 acres of land near West Brooklyn. The GE 3.4MW Serra 
Wind Turbine features a rotor diameter of 140 meters, has a hub height of 321 feet, 
a rotor swept area of 15,397 m2 (equivalent of 3.8 acres) for a blade tip speed of 173 
MPH, a maximum operating temperature of 104 degrees, and a minimum operating 
temp of -22. There are currently 26 turbines on the windfarm which produce 334, 272 
megawatt hours per year, which is enough power to supply 31,240 homes for one year. 
In a pamphlet handed out by Rex, one megawatt hour will light a standard light bulb 
for 16,000 hours or almost two years. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)
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OTTAWA – A gospel 

concert featuring The Kramers 
will be held at 4 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 13 at Washington Square 
Park in Ottawa. The event 
is free and sponsored by the 
city of Ottawa Special Events 
Committee. Just bring a lawn 
chair.

When God’s gifting, 
God’s anointing and God’s 
cal l ing come together 
in one family, exciting 
things are going to hap-
pen. Since their beginning 
in gospel music ministry, 
The Kramers have main-
tained a high quality of 
musical excellence with 
an unquenchable  pas-
sion to see people come 
to know Jesus Christ as 
Savior. Matched with the 
seriousness of their call-
ing, The Kramers shine 
with an undeniable love 
for The LORD. 

The  beauty  of  th i s 
relationship is  clearly 
evident not only through 
the anointing of their 
mus ic ,  bu t  a l so  the i r 
godly love for everyone 
they meet. One cannot 
attend a Kramers concert 
without being touched. 
With Rachel’s beautiful, 
soaring soprano voice, 
Maria’s tender, heartfelt 
de l ive ry  o f  beau t i fu l 
lyrics and smooth family 
harmonies, many doors 
of opportunity have now 
opened nationally. 

The Kramers maintain 
a full schedule sharing at 
events across the United 
Sta tes  and beyond in 
churches, auditoriums and 
major concert venues. This 
increased demand has also 
led to increased recogni-
tion and The Kramers were 
nominated for “2020 New 

Artist of The Year” as part 
of The Singing News Fan 
Awards. As things have 
cont inued to  progress 
for The Kramers, they 
teamed up with StowTown 
Records and multi-award-
winning producer, Wayne 
Haun for their latest album 
release entitled, “Sing 
Me There,” a sophomore 
album release with Stow-
Town Records. The new 
project is indicative of The 
Kramers’ wide range of 
musical styles as it offers 
touching ballads, up-tem-
po songs with  catchy 
melodies, powerful songs 
of  worship and songs 
featuring awe-inspiring 
orchestrations. 

At an event with The 
Kramers, audiences can 
expect a variety of musical 
styles featuring beautiful 
family harmonies and the 

sk i l led  accompanying 
instrumentation brought 
forth by Scott and Ben. Au-
diences are greatly moved, 
oftentimes to tears, by the 
sweet, yet powerful gospel 
message within each of the 

musical selections.
Top all of this off with 

a time of hearing personal 
testimony, along with an 
oppor tuni ty  to  accept 
Chris t  as  Savior,  and 
many walk away greatly 

impacted by the gospel. 
That’s the hope of The 
Kramers – to share this 
gospel Truth with every-
one they meet that Jesus 
is The Living Hope for All 
Tomorrows!

The Kramers to perform gospel concert in Ottawa

STREATOR – The Hardscrabble Lions 
Club is planning its Fall Pluto Fest on 
Saturday, Sept. 14 in Streator. On the 
same day, the Streator Walldog Food 
Truck Festival will return to City Park, 
200 N. Park St. Both events will begin at 
11 a.m. and will coincide with the farmers 
market at the park. Fall Pluto Fest is in 
honor of Streator native Clyde Tombaugh, 
who discovered the planet.

Pluto Fest will feature Homebrew beer 
tasting under the tent. A driver’s license 
for proof of age will be required to enter 
the tasting tent. Souvenirs will be for 
sale including Pluto T-shirts, FineField 
pottery mugs, and wine and beet glasses. 
The event is free to attend.

Musical entertainment will be provid-
ed by Truman Ridge from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
and Street Corner Blues from 3-6 p.m. 
on the pavilion. Visitors are encouraged 
to bring their own chair and/or blanket.

Also, Sparrow Nest Farm will have 
a fenced area for a petting zoo from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. at the north central area of 

the park.
The Food Truck Festival will feature 

17 confirmed food trucks from 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. in the 200 block of Hickory Street 
on the south edge of City Park.

A special interest booth will be available 
with Scott Pellican of LaSalle, NASA Solar 
System Ambassador, focusing on NASA’s 
New Horizons mission to Pluto. While 
achieving space exploration milestones of 
its own, New Horizons fly-by of Pluto in 
2015 revealed how Pluto is different than 
anywhere else in the solar system.

Pellican will be available to answer 
questions about the mission and NASA 
in general. The NASA Solar System Am-
bassador program is a public engagement 
effort that works motivated volunteers 
across the nation to communicate the 
science and excitement of NASA’s his-
toric space exploration missions and solar 
system discoveries with people in their 
communities.

For more information about either 
festival, call 815-674-3931.

Fall Pluto Fest to take 
place Sept. 14 in Streator MALTA – Kishwaukee 

College was awarded the 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting by the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers 
Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) 
for Kish’s comprehensive 
financial report for the 
Fiscal Year 2023.

The achievement is the 
highest form of recognition 
in governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and 
its attainment represents a 
significant accomplishment 
by Kishwaukee College and 
its management, according 
to GFOA.

Jill Fletcher, Kishwau-
kee College’s Chief Finan-
cial Officer, and the Kish-
waukee College Business 
Office were recognized 
for compiling the Annual 
Comprehensive Financial 

Report (ACFR). Each year, 
Kish submits its ACFR 
to GFOA for review and 
evaluation by an impartial 
panel to meet the high stan-
dards of the program, which 
includes demonstrating a 
constructive “spirit of full 
disclosure” to communicate 
the College’s financial story 
and motivate potential users 
and user groups to read the 
report.

“It is an honor to be rec-
ognized by the GFOA for our 
team’s hard work in finan-
cial reporting. The Annual 
Comprehensive Financial 
Report allows our communi-
ty to see a complete picture 
of Kishwaukee College’s 
economic condition and the 
public finances entrusted to 
us,” Fletcher said.

Kish has earned the 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 

Reporting every year since 
first submitting an ACFR 
in 2012.

“Receiving the Certif-
icate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial 
Reporting is an excep-
tional accomplishment for 
Kishwaukee College and 
our Business Office,” said 
Bob Johnson, Kishwaukee 
College Board Chair. “We 
are very proud of the hard 
work and dedication that 
goes into making the Col-
lege a fiscally responsible 
and transparent entity for 
our community.” 

GFOA provides best 
practices, professional de-
velopment, resources and 
practical research for more 
than 21,000 members work-
ing in federal, state and local 
finances. To learn more 
about Kishwaukee College, 
visit kish.edu.

Kishwaukee College recognized for 
excellence in financial reporting
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Lisa Quest 
815-857-2125

OGLESBY – The Illinois 
Valley Community College 
Board of Trustees on Aug. 
15 approved a $41 million 
budget for Fiscal Year 2025.

Revenues increased due 
to an increase in sales and 
service revenue and invest-
ment income. Expenditures 
also increased, largely due 
to planned Master Plan 
initiatives. The operating 
budget is balanced at $29.7 
million, which includes 
$1.7 million for Master Plan 
initiatives.

In her monthly report, 
President Dr. Tracy Morris 
noted:

• Twenty-two addition-
al degrees or certificates 
were awarded in spring 
and summer as students 
received credit through 
Prior Learning Assessment 
(through an examination or 
life experience).

IVCC approves $41 million FY25 budget
• Beginning this fall, a 

non-credit surgical techni-
cian program provides 24 
in-person training sessions 
to prepare students for cer-
tification in the field.

• The Get Set program 
served 17 participants and the 
Project Success Jumpstart 
served 65 students. Both 
programs provide additional 
support and orientation for 
students starting at IVCC.

• As part of a “Keeping 
your Kids Safe Back-to-
School Series,” CBS News 
covered Continuing Edu-
cation’s Cyber Crusaders 
Camp on Aug. 8 and 9 for 
kids ages 8-12. 

The Board:
• Designated procedures 

for filing nominating pe-
titions for the April 2025 
Board of Trustees election. 
Nominating petitions can be 
filed in Room C-301 between 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Nov. 12 to 
Nov. 15, and between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 
18. The College is closed for 
Veterans Day on Monday, 
Nov. 11.

• Authorized the Col-
lege’s annual contributions 
to health plans and learned 
that full-time employees will 
be offered a new health plan 
option.

• Authorized renewal of a 
Microsoft software mainte-
nance and support agreement 
in the amount of $39,800.

• Authorized renewal of 
the Coursedog Event Sched-
uler and Class Scheduler in 
the amount of $63,600.

• Authorized renewal 
of the Ferrilli Core System 
Admin Agreement to sup-
port the Ellucian Colleague 
administrative and academic 
operations software in the 
amount of $36,600.

Brought to you each week by:

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Midland States Bank Logo Mendota Swimming Pool Winner: Zachary Hunt

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 
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John F. McConville
MENDOTA – John F. McCo-

nville, 94, of Mendota, formerly 
of rural Earlville, passed away on 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, at Allure 
of Mendota. 

Visitation was from 9-10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, at St. 
Theresa Catholic Church in Earlville. 
Funeral Mass followed the visitation 
at 10:30 a.m. at the church with 
Father Gregory E. Nelson officiat-
ing. Burial followed at St. Theresa 
Catholic Cemetery in Earlville.

He was born May 5, 1930, in Ophir Township Earlville, 
the son of Leo and Frances (O’Donnell) McConville on the 
family farm. He married Florence Munroe on April 25, 1953, 
at Holy Cross Church in Mendota.

He is survived by his wife, Florence; his children, “John” 
Michael (Marlene) McConville of Ottawa, Dennis (Susan) 
McConville of Peru, Mary (Kevin) Biers of Athens, Ala., Ellen 
(Mark) Atherton of Earlville, Rose McConville (deceased), 
Dan (Joanna) McConville of Earlville; seven grandchil-
dren who will be pallbearers, Angela (Brent) Kalsto, Brian 
(Christin) Atherton, Jake (Amanda) Atherton, Katie (Laen) 
Neal, Luke (Bailey) McConville, Jonathan McConville and 
Daniela McConville; seven great-grandchildren; one sister, 
Doris Jessen, as well as several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; one daughter, 
Rose McConville; one grandson, Jared Biers; sisters and 
brothers, Mary (James) Graham, Eileen (Lester) Full, Don-
nell (Bernice Larkin) McConville, Emmett McConville, Leo 
(Lois) McConville, John Jessen,  Shirley (Richard) Smith; 
brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Robert “Red” and Shirley 
Widmer as well as several nieces and nephews.

He was a lifelong member of St. Theresa Catholic Church 
in Earlville and The LaSalle County Farm Bureau. He farmed 
his entire life in Ophir Township.  John was a Fourth Degree 
Knight of The Knights of Columbus, past Grand Knight, past 
Faithful Navigator and District Deputy for several terms. 
He was a past board member of Ophir Township, served 
on the Ophir School Board for many years, Ophir drainage 
district and he was a long-time member of the Mendota Elks 
Lodge. He was an election judge for over 30 years. Most of 
all he enjoyed spending time with his family, especially his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to MASS, 
which is Mendota Area Senior Services, Mendota Christian 
Food Pantry or to St. Theresa Catholic Church. For more 
information or to sign the online guestbook go to www.
EighnerFuneralHomes.com

The Board also:
• Authorized appoint-

ments of Madonna Duncan 
as Director of Marketing 
and Communications and 
Rebecca Caldwell as Early 
Childhood Education in-
structor.

• Learned of the appoint-
ments of Madeleine Hunter, 
Financial Aid Administrative 
Assistant, and Taressa Edge, 
Learning Resources Admin-
istrative Assistant.

• Accepted the retirement 
of Ron Groleau, Dean of Nat-
ural Sciences and Business, 
effective Jan. 31, 2025.

• Learned of the resigna-
tions of Kimber King, Health 
Careers Navigator; Brandon 
Henry, history instructor, 
and Gerald Stuart, women’s 
soccer head coach.

• Learned of a networking 
agreement with Freedom 
House of Princeton.

District 289 new staff members
Mendota Elementary School District 289 welcomed new staff members for the 2024-25 school year on opening 
day Aug. 16. Front row, left to right, are Beth LeBeau, Assistant Principal Northbrook; Dana Dunnett, 8th grade 
resource Northbrook; Ashley Diaz, Social Worker Blackstone/Lincoln; Madi Brannon, 3rd Grade Lincoln; Ava 
Fortney, ROE Mentor Northbrook; and Gloria Bauer, Lincoln ESL coordinator. Back row, Dalton Jilderda, 6-8 
PE Northbrook; Mark Aska, Band/Choir Northbrook; Danielle Buttel, 2nd Grade Lincoln; Chance Blumhorst, 
6th Grade social studies Northbrook; and Rey Arteaga, 6th Grade math Northbrook. (Photo contributed)

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NO-

TICES (approximately 50 words including name, 
age, date of death, time/date of services) free of 
charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost of 
$100 to be billed to the arranging funeral home 
or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please 
submit obituaries or death notices to editor@men-
dotareporter.com.

The latest obituaries can be
see at mendotareporter.com
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www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 36 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
008282024

This charming home is ready for you to move 
in and enjoy! Nestled on a spacious corner 
lot, it boasts a range of features including: 
Updated Kitchen with all appliances, 
3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths. Beautiful 
Dining Room that is perfect for meals and 
gatherings. Front Enclosed Porch that 
offers a welcoming entryway. Back door 
entrance to Kitchen and basement for easy 
access. Full Basement that provides ample 
storage. Detached 3-Car Garage: Comes 
with a wall heater (AS IS) and window A/C 
in the back bay to do your projects. Deck 
that is Partially unfinished and perfect for 
customizing. Chimnea Fireplace: Ideal for 
cozy gatherings, Pond out front, Fire ring for 
outdoor entertaining and Fenced Backyard 
that offers privacy and space. Many updates!200 S John St, Sublette $154,900

MAIN STREET
(815) 252-9605 06
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REAL ESTATE &  
CONTENTS AUCTION  

THURSDAY EVENING AUCTION
SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 

STARTING with contents of home  
@ 5:00PM 

175 E KROSS STREET, LELAND, IL. 60531
Rain or Shine 

Comfort station, refreshments
Home is open for your inspection by appointment 

contact auctioneer here in listed or on sale day the 
home will be opened at 1:00 pm.

The property being offered is a residential lot improved with 
a single family three-bedroom ranch style home. The house 
features two full fixtured bathrooms, large living room, eat 
in kitchen, oversized two car garage, rear access to deck, 
large back yard with stone fire pit. Other amenities included 
is a Wood constructed yard shed, central air conditioning, 
gas forced air furnace, hot water heater. The basement of 
the home is unfinished, poured walls, concrete driveway.  
Appliances included refrigerator, washer / dryer, gas stove. 
The property has been very well maintained, City services, 
mature landscaping. Walking distance to school. Quiet 
neighborhood.  HOME IS MOVE IN CONDITION 
The auction of the property will start @ 5:30 pm. 
Contents of the home include an exceptional line of 
quality well-kept and brand name items including a 
2004 Mitsubishi Eclipse GS  2 door Hatchback moon roof, 
one owner, 21,000 original miles, new tires, could not find 
a scratch on this vehicle. 

DANIEL R. AUL, ESTATE
Attorney for the Seller: 

John Vickers 815-434-2000 Ottawa Il. 
Executor, Charles Aul

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener (815)-451-2820, Sandwich IL.,

Go2wegenerauctions.com for more photos,  terms, 
details &  upcoming auction events

08
12

20
24

To our customers, employees, family 
and friends, we are forever grateful 
for your continued support over the 
years. Without all of you, we wouldn’t 
be where we are today. A special 
thank you to all who came in over the 
last few weeks to help us celebrate 35 
successful years. Your business and 
friendships have truly been a blessing. 
Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts.

Dave “Tex” and Joanne McNally
(815) 539-8400

604 6th St., Mendota

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm | Sunday • 10 am to 4

Closed Tuesday

09
02

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

“It was everything I ex-
pected and way more. Every 
single night I had fun. There 
wasn’t a second where I was 
miserable or wanted to come 
home,” Lopez said. “Every 
moment was a memory. I 
loved everything about it. It 
felt like home.”

Lopez loved her time in 
Milan, Venice, Verona, and 
Sirmione as she traveled 
Italy. Her favorite attractions 
were the Milan Cathedral and 
the beaches. 

She attended family par-
ties where she was introduced 
to Italian rapper and singer, 
Anna, and new Spanish and 
Reggaeton music.

“Every single day, I felt 
like I gained 100 pounds 
because of all of the food I 
ate. It was so good,” Lopez 
said. “I love their gelato. 
Every night, we went to a 
soccer game and then had 
gelato afterward. It’s one of 
my favorite things now.” 

Maila Gorgaini hosted 
Lopez in Italy and returned 
with her Mendota friend from 
July 4 to Aug. 18.

In similar fashion as Lo-

Sublette feels like it provides 
a sense of belonging. 

“There are a lot of family 
ties and roots that date way 
back in our town. It’s great 
to see a lot of those families 
still in Sublette and it’s great 
to see new families come 
into town.”
Denny Klein

“We’re on our third home 
in Sublette in the same neigh-
borhood we originally moved 
to almost 60 years ago,” 
said Klein, who is originally 
from Mendota but moved to 
Sublette 56 years ago. “When 
we moved in, we had great 
neighbors and that’s what 
has kept us here. It’s a nice 
community to live in.

“When you’re in a com-
munity for over 50 years, 
you become part of it and 
want to see it be successful. 
We don’t celebrate all that 
often, but when we do, we 
want to make it a meaningful 
celebration.”
Carol Vaessen

“The people in Sublette 
are awesome,” said Vaessen, 
who moved to Sublette 56 

pez gravitating to Gorgaini’s 
friends and family, Gorgaini 
did the same with Lopez’s 
inner circle.

“There were moments 
when I was looking for Rosey. 
She was with my friends. It 
was fun to have her come to 
Italy and be with us. It was 
really cool,” Gorgaini said. 
“My experience in the United 
States, I love it so much. Her 
friends were really cool and 
know they’re my friends. I 
also loved Chicago. It was 
one of the reasons I wanted 
to come to the United States. 
I couldn’t stop smiling when 
I was in Chicago.

Gorgaini immediately 
became a fan of American 
breakfast as waffles, pan-
cakes, French toast, bacon, 
and sausage are now her 
favorite food group.

One aspect of American 
culture she said was very dif-
ferent than Italy was the rela-
tionship between teachers and 
students. She noticed American 
students have a “friend-like” 
interaction with their teachers, 
while in Italy, they cannot use 
teachers’ first names.

School was one of the first 
differences Julia Carvalho 

Sublette
Continued from Page A1 years ago with her husband 

Louis, who has lived in 
Sublette for all but two years 
of his life. “Our children 
who don’t live in Sublette 
anymore saw a T-shirt at 
Local Cup and Cake when 
they were visiting that said, 
‘I was raised in Sublette.’ 
Although they don’t live 
here anymore, they wanted 
the shirt because Sublette 
is where they’re from. They 
wear them.”
Kyle Kellen

“There have only been 
two years of my life, the 
first two, where I was right 
outside of town between 
Sublette and West Brooklyn, 
otherwise I’ve been here the 
entirety,” said Kellen, 43, 
who is a deputy for the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office. “For 
years, I was one of the offi-
cers who patrolled Sublette. 
Now, I’m a school resource 
officer at Sauk Valley Com-
munity College. 

“My duty has changed 
where I’m not patrolling 
Sublette anymore, but I still 
receive calls about Sublette 
issues. It’s nice to be part of a 
small, tight-knit community 

like Sublette. Everyone who 
has lived here or has been 
involved in some capacity 
has played a part in Sublette. 
You see some small towns 
struggling and businesses 
are shut down. 

“We’re lucky for our 
small, little town to keep 
on rolling and still be doing 
good. That’s a testament to 
the people in town.”
Chris Leffelman

“Every town around talks 
about how nice Sublette is. 
It’s because of the volunteers. 
They come out of the wood-
work,” said Leffelman, the 
Sublette Park Board president, 
who similar to his wife Kim, 
was born on Main Street in 
Sublette, hasn’t had a Sublette 
address for the last 30 years, 
but are heavily active in the 
community. “It’s not just peo-
ple from Sublette, it’s people 
from West Brooklyn, Amboy, 
Maytown, and LaMoille. 

“I’ve always said, ‘No 
small town can make it on 
its own. Small towns have to 
work together.’ And around 
here, they sure do. Every 
little town helps the other 
little towns.”

talked about when she came 
to Mendota from Brazil.

Carvalho came from 
Brazil alone on Aug. 14 and 
will stay with junior Elaina 
Reddin and her parents, Kent 
and Angie Kirchner, for the 
next year.

She also noticed food and 
stores.

“So far, I like it here. The 
first place I went to when I 
got to Mendota was Cindy’s 
(Cindy’s on 34). The food 
was so good, so different, 
and so much,” Carvalho said. 
“In Brazil there are smaller 
portions and it’s more expen-
sive. At Cindy’s, there was a 
lot of food for a good price. I 
took some home for dinner.

“I was excited to go to 
stores. In Brazil, we don’t 
have a lot of options. The 
stores we do have, it is very 
expensive. When I went 
into stores when I got here, 
I wanted to buy everything, 
but I controlled myself.”

The foreign student ex-
change was made possible by 
the Mendota Rotary Club and 
the Rotary Exchange Program.

Students
Continued from Page A1

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois EPA Interim 
Director James Jennings is announcing 10 
upcoming Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) one-day collection locations for 
the Fall of 2024. These collection events 
are co-sponsored by units of local gov-
ernment and provide residents the free 
opportunity to safely dispose of unused 
or leftover hazardous products commonly 
found in homes.

The Fall 2024 one-day collections 
are scheduled on Saturdays and require 
pre-registration.

Among the collection sites and dates 
are:

• Saturday, Oct. 12 – Ogle County Sol-
id Waste Management Department, 909 
Pines Road, Oregon. Contact solidwaste@
oglecountyil.gov or call 815-732-4020.

• Saturday Oct. 26 – Sauk Valley 
Community College, 173 IL-2 N, Dixon. 
Contact State Rep. Brad Fritts at rep-
frittsstaff@ilhousegop.org.

“Illinois EPA is pleased to once again 
offer one-day Household Hazardous 
Waste collection events, providing res-
idents with the opportunity to properly 
dispose of unused and unwanted house-
hold chemicals and other hazardous 
products from their homes,” said Interim 
Director Jennings. “I would also like 
to extend a special thanks to our local 
partners for helping to make these events 
possible.”

One-day collections are open to all 
Illinois residents and operate from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on the day of the event. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all Fall 2024 
collection events. Residents participating 
are encouraged to bring chemical cleaners, 
oil-based paints, thinners, antifreeze, mo-
tor oil, gasoline, kerosene, weed killers, 

insecticides, and pesticides, and similar 
hazardous household products. Fluores-
cent and other high-intensity discharge 
lamps may also be brought to the collec-
tions. ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED include 
latex paint, explosives, propane tanks, fire 
extinguishers, smoke detectors, agricul-
tural chemicals, and business wastes. A 
complete list of wastes that are and are 
not accepted is available online at https://
epa.illinois.gov/topics/waste-manage-
ment/waste-disposal/household-hazard-
ous-waste/acceptable-wastes.html.

For safe transport of HHW, residents 
are asked to:

• Pack HHW items in a disposable box 
to avoid spilling during transport.

• Keep like chemicals together and 
separate unlike chemicals.

• Secure lids and make sure containers 
are not leaking.

• Place box(es) of HHW in the empty 
trunk or storage compartment of your 
vehicle, away from passengers during 
transport.

• Remain in vehicle at collection 
site. On-site personnel will remove the 
HHW from your vehicle.

For questions concerning the Illinois 
EPA’s one-day or long-term collections, 
please contact the Illinois EPA Materials 
Management Unit at 217-524-3300. The 
HHW collection schedule is also available 
on the Illinois EPA website at https://
epa.illinois.gov/topics/waste-manage-
ment/waste-disposal/household-haz-
ardous-waste/collections.html. Illinois 
EPA HHW collections continue to be 
contactless for the safety of participants 
and workers. Collection events are funded 
through the Illinois EPA’s Solid Waste 
Fund.

Illinois EPA Household Hazardous Waste 
collection events set in Oregon and Dixon

Grass clippings,
etc. in streets

No person shall throw, 
place or leave, or cause or 
permit to be thrown, placed 
or left, any ashes, dirt, filth 
or rubbish, grass clippings, 
or foreign matter in or upon 
any street, alley or sidewalk 
of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person vi-
olating this section shall be 
subject to the penalty of not 
less than $50 nor more than 
$500. Imposition of any 
penalty for a violation of this 
section shall not be construed 
as a waiver of the right of 
the City to collect the cost 
of removal of such nuisance 
where it is necessary for the 
City to remove such nuisance.

City Ordinance
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Opinions expressed on this page are those of 
the writer or artist. They do not necessarily re-
flect the opinions of the Reporter management 
or staff.

Letters to the editor should be typed or hand-
printed. They should also be brief. All letters 
must contain a name, address and telephone 
number. The editor reserves the right to publish, 
condense, revise or reject any submissions.

Kip Cheek, Managing Editor
Brandon LaChance, News Reporter
Jennifer Robinson, Office Manager
Brent Hatch, Account Executive

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Sept. 3, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

As school bells began ringing in 
1922, a number of changes were being 
addressed. Lincoln School, on the east 
side, had an enrollment of 234 of which 
23 seventh graders had preferred not 
to transfer to the Departmental School 
for 6-7-8 grades at Blackstone on the 
west side.

Blackstone had 118 in grades one 
through five, and 97 in Departmental 
School.

Since quite a few children were not 
attending school, it was believed some 
had illegally gone to work.

No work certificates are to be 
issued to children under 14 years 
of age. They must complete the 
fifth grade.
Employers were warned they would 

fac fines if they hired boys or girls 
without legal work certificates.

The child labor law will be 
enforced.
Enrollment at Mendota Township 

High School had been damaged by ru-
mors that the school was overcrowded.

Fifteen or more students were 
influenced to attend other high 
schools.
Although classes could be accommo-

dated size wise, it was true MTHS could 
not accept credits earned by students 
transferring from unaccredited schools.

Such acceptance would mean 
losing its accreditation.

***
The city council wrestled with a 

knotty problem when it opened bids on 
installing boulevard lighting downtown 
Mendota. There were three bids and the 
bid of the local electrical contractor, 
F.C. Lenihan, was $3,507.20, only $62 
higher than the low bid of $3,445 from 
William McLaughlin of Chillicothe.

The contractors were asked to 
leave the room while the matter 
was discussed.
Alderman Barnett wanted to vote 

for Lenihan “but did not see how to get 
around the proposition that it was not the 
low bid.” Alderman Rutishauser said the 
contract should go to Lenihan because 
he would be around after the work was 
done in case problems developed.

Alderman Bolster moved that the low 
bid be accepted and the motion passed 
with 5 ayes and 2 noes. Aldermen Ru-

tishauser and Schaller voted no.
Many businesses were of the 
opinion the contract should have 
gone to the home contractor.

***
John H. Faber was engaged to mark 

trails leading to Mendota – the Merid-
ian, the Cannon Ball and the Starved 
Rock Trail.

The markers have been made 
much plainer for tourists.
Paul Carroll took up a collection 

locally to cover the cost.
***

George Moore Jr. sold his oil busi-
ness located west of the Faber Hotel to 
B.E. Umbarger of Ottawa. Prairie Motor 
Oil was sold there.

***
Harry and William Worsley took pos-

session of the George Nurnberg grocery 
on East Sixth Street on Sept. 5, 1922. 
They promised to carry nothing but the 
best goods at “prices as low as possible.”

They will deliver to any part of 
the city.

***
Although coal was in short supply 

it was believed the cost could be held 
in check. Dealers were quoting a price 
of $6-$6.50 per ton. Customers were 
warned they might not receive their 
orders “all at one time.”

It will be delivered in a load here 
and there, but all will be taken 
care of as much as possible.

***
A farm group served notice that 

farmers would prosecute anyone pick-
ing wild grapes and berries outside their 
fence lines.

Their rights extend to the middle 
of the road.

***
Republican Committeemen of La-

Salle County held a meeting at Shabbona 
Park in September 1922, attended by 
100. Rudolph W. Witte of Mendota 
was county chairman. Talks by all the 
candidates were followed by a wiener 
roast and steak fry with Mendotans R.N. 
Crawford and Fred Henning in charge.

It was one of the most harmoni-

ous Republican gatherings ever 
held in this county.

***
Both St. Mary’s and Holy Cross 

had baseball teams in 1922 and after a 
Holy Cross victory of 4-2, St. Mary’s 
came back to triumph 6-3. Although 
Holy Cross did not win this game, their 
Ben Zolper made local history with an 
unassisted double play.

This was probably the first of its 
kind to have ever been made on 
the local diamond.

***
The Reporter often carried a Wom-

an’s Column. In a September 1922 
offering, it was noted that the “modern 
girl” was being criticized for her inde-
pendence.

She learned to be self-supporting 
and independent during the war.
The columnist felt this should be 

blamed on the war, not the girls, but 
suggested “moderation.”

Not too much rouge, not too short 
skirts or too transparent blouses 
and no rolled hose.

***
The Mendota Regulars had spon-

sored platform dances in City Park 
during the summer of 1922 in an effort 
to erase a debt. They announced the plat-
form would be moved to the fairgrounds 
where dances would be held during the 
fair in mid-September.

***
The market on Sept. 7, 1922, quoted 

corn at 52 cents, oats at 28 ½ cents, 
butter at 32 cents and eggs at 22 cents.

***
American Legion members of La-

Salle County were making a second 
attempt to get a measure favorable to 
Illinois veterans on the November ballot. 
There were 17 Legion posts represented 
at an organization meeting in Ottawa. 
Robert Black of Mendota was elected to 
the executive board. A previous effort in 
1920 had “died out” for lack of effort.

***
The general manager of Westclox, 

recently returned from a trip to Germa-
ny, reported in “Tick Tock,” the plant 
publication, that he had been required 
to register his arrival in town with the 
police department in order to secure a 
permit allowing him to remain. There 
was a fee of 2500 marks (less than $2) 
per month. On leaving, he had to tell 
government officials where he was 
going next.

Mendota school mandates of 1922
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

Dear Editor:
Under the Biden/Harris 

leadership, several programs 
were created to lift the US 
economy out of the recession 
created by the Covid crisis. 

And it worked! “Right 
now, America’s econom-
ic-growth rate is the envy of 
the world. U.S. GDP growth 
is nearly twice as fast as 
Canada’s and more than eight 
times as the United King-
dom’s” per Roge’ Karma of 
the Atlantic on June 10, 2024.

You’ve heard of the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan (ARPA) 
and the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Bill. So, where’s 
my money? It’s right here, 
in Lee County, Illinois. 

From ARPA, Lee County 
has nearly completed over 
$6.6 million of projects since 
2021, spent primarily on 
replacing aging systems in 
public buildings countywide. 
That’s the HVAC, elevator 
and IT network systems 
in the courts’ buildings, 
Small Business program 
investment, the Lee County 

Fairground and Theater res-
toration. And when projects 
are created, there is more 
reinvestment in local busi-
nesses. Sublette received 
$20,000 of ARPA funds, 
which are earmarked for 
public safety projects. 

Finally, after four years 
of hollow promises from 
the previous administration, 
everyone pulled together 
to pass the Infrastructure 
Program and it’s a biggie 
– $17.2 billion is coming 
to Illinois. Along with the 
Rebuild Illinois program, 
Lee County is spending $8.5 
million on road projects. 
Dixon is replacing two large 
water mains for $3.1 million 
and $578,000 is funding an 
upgrade to the Dixon air-
port ‘s Automated Weather 
Observation System. This is 
what makes America great.

C. Amy Palmer,
Sublette

Democratic Precinct 
Committee Person 

for Sublette

Lee County benefits from funds

Letters

Some states may be different, but when it 
comes to Illinois, fairs, festivals, and carnivals 
are at the top of the summer to-do list. 

I mean, it would be hard to believe if they 
weren’t since there are many of them spread 
through the entire state. But for lack of space in 
the paper and limited knowledge of events out-
side of the Illinois Valley, we’ll stay right here. 

If we’re speak-
ing of the fairs and 
festivals we try 
our best to cover 
at The Mendota 
Reporter and The 
Amboy News, 
there is the Lee 
County Fair & 
4-H Show, the 

Mendota Sweet Corn Festival, Amboy Depot 
Days, Tri-County Fair, and Hops N Harmony in 
Sublette from the end of July to the beginning of 
September.

If you want to add a few from surrounding 
communities, there is the Bureau County Fair in 
Princeton, LaSalle Days, Oglesby Days, Buffalo 
Days in LaMoille and the Petunia Fest in Dixon. 
I’m probably missing a whole bunch.

But isn’t that the point?
There are so many, and they happen every-

where.
So far, this seems like I’m hating or don’t en-

joy the festivals. When I was younger, a teenag-
er, that’s exactly what I was doing. Just seemed 
like a waste of time. 

As I get older, the criticism for the actual 
event isn’t there.

The last two years, as an ambassador for the 
Sweet Corn Festival, I have volunteered 20-40 
hours over the weekend to help with different 
aspects of the annual fest. This year, I helped 
sell 50/50 tickets for Depot Days and made sure 
I was present for as many of the attractions as I 
could be. For the Tri-County Fair, I said I would 
sit in the dunk tank, but thankfully, it didn’t 
happen.

Now, I know I’ll be in swimming trunks 
during next year’s fair in Mendota.

Being on the other end and understanding 
what it takes, from so many people (usually 
volunteers) is mind blowing and gives a whole 
other perspective of the good, and the communi-
ty cohesion a village, town, or city event such as 
the ones listed below achieve.

Like everything else in life, there are the 
depressants. 

When you hear people bashing the Sweet 
Corn Fest and why isn’t this here or this there 
or it isn’t up to their standards. It’s hard to hear 
those comments when you know the Chamber 
of Commerce, which funds, staffs, and runs the 
entire SCF – not the city, is compiled of volun-
teers. 

These volunteers are spending months to 
gather all the resources, all the aspects of the 
festival, then organizing, then manually putting 
together stages, beer gardens, craft vendor areas, 
then creating 50/50 drawings for you to win 
money, and an additional 10-15 thens.

Oh, here is 16…then picking up and collect-
ing trash left on the ground two feet away from 
a garbage can, which are labeled and are approx-
imately the same size as the residential garbage 
cans. They are not camouflaged.

The same can be said for the rest of the fairs 
and festivals, especially the numerous people 
standing in a shack on a hot day in Amboy sell-
ing 50/50 tickets instead of spending time with 
their families or drinking beverages with their 
friends. 

They took a time out of their life to help you 
enjoy yours, whether it’s giving you an oppor-
tunity to win money, enjoy music, play a game, 
ride a ride, eat carny (I had to use the word at 
least once, right?) food, and purchase interesting 
crafts.

It’s also disheartening to hear, “I don’t go be-
cause the fair doesn’t have a carnival” or “There 
isn’t enough food vendors” or “There isn’t 
enough for kids to do.”

Because on the other side you’re finding out, 
the community didn’t fund the carnival before 
and it put the board in debt and made them take 
out a loan, there were 10 different types of foods 
available, but the gripes were about an 11th 
option, and kids’ activities were planned, adver-
tised, and held for six hours during the day but 
families showed up in the seventh hour.

I know we are currently in a complain about 
everything society. Don’t get me wrong, I do it 
about certain aspects of life as well. 

But when it comes to people going out of 
their way for the happiness and fun of others, 
can we please have some grace, understanding, 
and thanks for what these awesome people are 
doing…for you.

A summer filled
with fairs & fests

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance

Public Servants
UNITED STATES SENATORS

Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington, D.C. office: G12 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone (202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago 
office: P.O. Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 
794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington, D.C. office: 711 Hart Senate 
Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152, 
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite 
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 353-4952, fax (312) 
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield, 
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 

office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St., 

Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First 
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria 
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton 
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706, 
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W. 

First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL 
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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LOCAL AND AREA

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
Anything that still has usability and some value.

2. HOW TO PRICE
Decide the price of each item and then tag that
item.

3. LENGTH OF SALE
Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.

4. HOW TO SET IT UP
Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have
a central place with sufficient change for them to
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
The most effective place to reach more people is in
The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 3 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Don’t let your Furnace get sidelined!
Call for your Fall Clean & Check!

WHAT’S YOUR 
GAME PLAN 
THIS FALL?

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL . www.grassersplumbingheating.com

We tackle every heating 
and air problem head on!

EARLVILLE – Practical Farmers of Iowa (PFI) is 
hosting a Field Crop Farmer Meet-Up in Earlville at 8 
a.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. The location is 4279 E. 12th 
Road, Earlville. The event is free to attend and open 
to the public. 

Join PFI for this field crop farmer meet-up where you 
can talk with neighbors about cover crops, soil health, 
conservation practices on your farm or the growing 
season in general. This casual get together provides 
farmers the opportunity to connect, share ideas and 
troubleshoot challenges around the farm.

For more information, go to https://practicalfarmers.
org/events/field-crops-farmer-meet-ups/

OGLESBY – If you are 
in panic mode over what to 
wear for Halloween, Illinois 
Valley Community College’s 
Theater Department’s up-
coming costume sale might 
just do the trick – or treat.

Add a little theatrical flair 
to your Halloween wardrobe 
during the department’s cos-
tume and vintage clothing sale 
Thursday through Saturday, 
Sept. 12-14, at the Mary Mar-
garet Weeg Cultural Centre.

Browse the racks of for-
mal wear, vintage men’s and 
women’s clothing and spe-
cialty costume pieces, masks, 
wigs and character hats – all 
available at bargain prices 
and some just waiting for 
best offers to be taken home. 
Transactions are cash only.

“Our costume room is 
overflowing, and we want to 
share and bring costume joy 
to everyone!” said Dr. David 

Practical Farmers of Iowa
sets Field Crop Farmer
Meet-Up event for Earlville

Dr. David Kuester displays some of the costumes that will be available during the 
IVCC Theater Department’s vintage clothing sale next month. The three-day sale will 
be held on the college campus, with proceeds going to the student performing arts 
association. (Photo contributed)

IVCC Theater plans costume & vintage clothing sale

Kuester, IVCC speech and 
theater professor.

Hours of the sale are 

Thursday, 2-6 p.m., Friday, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Satur-
day, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proceeds support Stu-
dents of Performing Arts and 
Music Organization.
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First State Bank
706 W. Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave.

Mendota • 815-538-2265
Member FDIC

 
First State Insurance

715 W Washington. • Mendota • 815-539-5651 

City of Mendota
800 Washington St.

Mendota • 815-539-7459

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656
Member FDIC

 
Mendota Monument Company

606 Main St. • Mendota
815-539-7276

Mendotamonument.com

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232 or 

800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

 
McDonald’s

Locally owned and operated by
Paul & Mary Breznay
2 Mendota locations

 
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating,  

Cooling & Electric
801 Monroe St. • Mendota

815-539-3828

 ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Drive • Mendota • 815-538-2412

Leffelman & Associates Inc.
Sublette • 815-849-5219
Amboy • 815-857-2125

LaMoille • 815-638-2171
“Our Family Protecting Your Family 

For 50 Years” 

The Mendota Reporter
703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-9396

www.mendotareporter.com
 

Financial Plus 
Credit Union

1905 13th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

Kerr Diesel
134 E US 34 • Mendota

815-780-7369

Orzech Auto Truck and Tow LLC
114 Third St. • Compton

815-343-8047

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Road • Sublette

815-849-5222

The thousands of lives lost, the families changed forever, the nation enveloped 
in fear and grief. The incredible acts of courage, the daring rescue missions, 
the stronger nation that emerged united in the fight against terrorism. Let 
us remember it all, the tragedies and the triumphs, and let us be grateful for 
those who were there to help. May the American spirit forever soar!
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THE BACK PAGE
Garage Sale time is here!
For best results, advertise
your sale in The Reporter.
For more information call
our office, 815-539-9396.

We Make Your  
Yard Great Again!!

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

SUMMER SPECIALS
• $200 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Landscaping Job

09
04

20
23

Professional Deck Design • Full Remodel Services • Additions & Repairs

Ken@primesolutions.com

815.690.4025
Follow us on FB Prime Solutions Inc

Prime SolutionsPrime Solutions

08
07

20
24

815.780.0259
Daniel Truckenbrod

CRAFTWORKSCRAFTWORKS  
GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Free Roof Inspections!Free Roof Inspections!
New Homes • Home Remodeling & Additions  New Homes • Home Remodeling & Additions  
New Buildings/Pole Buildings • Exterior Decks New Buildings/Pole Buildings • Exterior Decks 

Roofing & Siding • Cultured Stone • General Home RepairRoofing & Siding • Cultured Stone • General Home Repair

05
27

20
24

- Fully Insured - - Fully Insured - 

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

08262024

12 acres in Melugins Grove Rd Compton, IL.  12 acres in Melugins Grove Rd Compton, IL.  
Partially wooded, good building lot. Great deer Partially wooded, good building lot. Great deer 

and turkey hunting. and turkey hunting. $130,000$130,000

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 36 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
008282024

As cliche as it may sound, there’s no place 
like home! This charming two-story home 
is situated on 2.41 acres, perfect for those 
seeking space and comfort. The property 
features 4 Bedrooms and 2 Baths for 
ample living space. A Large Kitchen and 
Living Room with an LP gas fireplace (non-
vented), ideal for relaxing and entertaining. 
All appliances included, making it move-in 
ready. A versatile Mudroom/Office off the 
garage, adding functionality to your daily 
routines. A beautifully decorated Front Porch, 
perfect for enjoying your morning coffee. An 
attached 2.5-Car Garage with a convenient 
gravel drive. Serene Creek running through 
the back of the property, enhancing the 
natural beauty. A 1000 LP Tank and TV Tower 
included for added convenience. Many 
recent updates! 

2512 Shaw Rd, West Brooklyn 
$198,000

L-R: Tyler Full, Jackie Near, Mike Wasmer, 
Mary Ann Baughan and Jonathan McConville

09
04

20
24

GARAGE SALE
1006 Third Ave.

Thursday, Sept. 5
& Friday, Sept. 6

8 a.m.-4 p.m. both days
Antiques, chainsaws,

clothes, tools,
air compressor, welders,

stuff for everybody.
1t36msr

WARRANT ARREST
Conor E. Shukstor, 31, 

of 815 Washington St., Apt. 
3, Mendota, was arrested at 
2:25 p.m. Sept. 2 on a Grundy 
County warrant for failure to 
appear/driving while license 
suspended. The subject was 
released with a Grundy 
County court date.

POLICE
BLOTTER

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department urg-
es motorists to pay attention, 
be alert for bikes and share 
the road. MPD urges bicy-
clists to be predictable and 
observe traffic laws. Your 
actions affect public opinion.

Illinois Bicycle Laws
Traffic laws apply to per-

sons riding bicycles. Bicy-
clists riding on a highway are 
granted all of the rights and 
are subject to all of the duties 
applicable to the driver of a 
vehicle, with few exceptions.

Lane Positioning – When 
riding on roadways and 
bicycle paths at less than 
normal traffic speed, ride 
as close as practicable and 
safe to the right-hand curb 
or edge of the roadway, 
except, when overtaking 
and passing another bicycle 
or vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction, or, when 
preparing for a left turn, or, 
when reasonably necessary 
to avoid fixed or moving 
objects, parked or moving 
vehicles, bicycles, motorized 
pedal cycles, pedestrians, 
animals and surface hazards.

Lights on Bicycles – For 
night riding, a front lamp 
with a white light visible 
from at least 500 feet to the 
front and a red reflector on the 
rear visible from 100 feet to 
600 feet are required. A rear 
light visible from 500 feet 
may be used in addition to 
the red reflector.

Two or More on a Bike 
– Bicycles shall not be used 
to carry more persons at 
one time than the number 
for which it is designed and 
equipped, except that an adult 
rider may carry a child se-
curely attached to his person 
in a backpack device or sling.

Parental Responsibility – 
The parent of any child and 
the guardian of any ward 
shall not authorize the child 
or ward to violate any of the 
provision of this code.

The Mendota Police 
Department encourages 
bicyclists to wear a helmet 
for protection against head 
injuries.

CHICAGO – As the new 
school year gets underway, 
the Illinois Department 
of Revenue (IDOR) is re-
minding eligible taxpayers 
that they may claim back-
to-school expenses for their 
K-12 students on their 2024 
Illinois individual income 
tax returns.

“Both teachers and par-
ents spend a lot of money in 
preparation for each school 
year and that is why I encour-
age them to utilize valuable 
savings offered through 
both the Illinois Educational 
Expense Credit (for parents) 
and the Instructional Mate-
rials and Supply Credit (for 
teachers),” explained IDOR 
Director David Harris. “It is 
important they keep receipts 
for all qualifying purchases 
in a safe place so they can be 
accessed when it is time to 
file their taxes.”

The Illinois Education 
Expense Credit allows par-
ents or legal guardians of a 
full-time K-12 student under 
the age of 21, to take a 25% 
tax credit on qualified educa-
tion expenses over $250 this 

Illinois Dept. of Revenue reminds eligible taxpayers 
to take advantage of back-to-school tax benefits

year. The total credit may 
not exceed $750, regardless 
of the number of qualifying 
students. For tax years ending 
on or after Dec. 31, 2017, 
the credit is not allowed if a 
taxpayer’s federal Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) exceeds 
$500,000 for returns with a 
federal filing status of married 
filing jointly, or $250,000 for 
all other returns.

Qualified educational ex-
penses include tuition, book 
rental, and lab fees in excess 
of $250 paid to the school 
where the student is enrolled 
on a full-time basis. For home 
schooled students - book 
rental and lab fees greater 
than $250 are eligible when 
attending a qualified home 
school program.

Based on the latest final 
IL-1040 return data, over 
203,000 taxpayers claimed 
the Illinois Education Ex-
pense Credit in Tax Year 
2023. The total amount 
claimed was more than $65.4 
million, with an average 
credit of $322.

The K-12 Instructional 
Materials and Supplies Tax 

Credit allows eligible teach-
ers of full-time K-12 students 
to receive a tax break for 
qualified expenses on class-
room materials paid during 
the taxable year. To qualify, 
taxpayers must be teachers, 
instructors, counselors, prin-
cipals, or aides in a qualified 
school for at least 900 hours 
during a school year. They can 
claim a credit of up to $500 for 
qualified expenses they paid 
in the current taxable year. If 
spouses are both educators 
and are filing jointly, the 
maximum credit is $1,000.

Based on the latest final 
IL-1040 return data, over 
68,500 taxpayers claimed 
the Instructional Materials 
and Supply Tax Credit in Tax 
Year 2023. The total amount 
claimed was more than $29.1 
million.

Additional information 
regarding both tax credits 
may be found by visiting 
IDOR’s website at tax.illi-
nois.gov and at Pub-112, Ed-
ucation Expense Credit Gen-
eral Rules and Requirements 
for Schools, Home Schools, 
Parents, and Guardians.

Be alert 
for bicyclists

MENDOTA – Mem-
bers of the Mendota Police 
Department would like to 
remind citizens of an import-
ant safety tip. Whether your 
vehicle is in your garage, 
driveway or parked on the 
street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in 
the ignition of your vehicle, 
even if you are only park-
ing it for a short period of 
time. Do not leave purses, 
wallets or other valuables in 
your vehicle, as this attracts 
unwanted attention from a 
would-be thief.

Please assist the Mendota 
Police Department to help 
keep you and your valuables 
safe.

MPD reminds
to always keep
vehicle locked
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RIVERDALE 23, MENDOTA 12
Riverdale 13 3 0 7 - 23
Mendota 0 0 6 6 - 12

SCORING SUMMARY
RI - Kruse 3 run (Sensabaugh kick), 9:56 1Q
RI - Beckett 20 run (kick blocked), 2:14 1Q
RI - Sensabaugh 26 field goal, 1:12 2Q
ME - Furar 1 run (run failed), 5:14 3Q
RI - Kruse 8 run (Sensabaugh kick), 2:16 4Q
ME - Furar 51 run (no PAT attempt), 0:00 4Q

 RI ME
First Downs 19 17
Rushes-Yards 39-226 33-168
Passing Yards 48 129
Passes 5-8-0 11-20-1
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-1
Punts-Avg 2-10 1-38
Penalties-Yards 5-27 9-65

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing – RIVERDALE: Beckett 15-135, Heinsen 13-
69m Kruse 11-22; MENDOTA: Furar 11-78, Freeman 
8-66, Lesley 4-14, Tillman 9-12, Watson 1-(minus 2).
Passing – RIVERDALE: Kruse 5-8-0-48; MENDOTA: 
Tillman 10-19-1-121, Freeman 1-1-0-8.

• Trojan Yardstick •

Three Rivers
Mississippi Division
Football Standings

 TR OA
Princeton 0-0 1-0
Monmouth-R. 0-0 1-0
Mendota 0-0 0-1
Hall 0-0 0-1
Sherrard 0-0 0-1
Kewanee 0-0 0-1

Friday, Aug. 30
Riverdale 23, Mendota 12
Princeton 28, Newman 14
Orion 42, Hall 14
Monmouth-R. 50, Mercer Co. 14
Rockridge 42, Sherrard 6
Erie-P. 13, Kewanee 6

Friday, Sept. 6
Kewanee at Riverdale
Monmouth-R. at Orion
Princeton at Rockridge
Sherrard at Mercer County
Hall at Erie-Prophetstown

Saturday, Sept. 7
Mendota at Newman

The Mendota varsity boys’ soccer 
team opened the season with a convinc-
ing 9-0 victory at Oregon on Aug. 28.

Isaac Diaz led the attack with three 
goals for the Trojans. Tallying one goal 
apiece were David Casas, Cesar Casas, 
Danny Garcia, Luis Ramirez, Aaden 
Castle and Hugo Falcon.

Assisting on three of the goals was 
Johan Cortez, while Ramirez, Mauricio 

Salinas and Kevin Herrera each had 
one assist.

Mateo Goy was in goal and recorded 
three saves.

***
The Trojans claimed the championship 

of the Streator Tournament on Aug. 31.
Mendota battled to a 0-0 tie with 

Streator to open the action and then 
defeated Limestone, 3-0, and Bloom-

ington, 2-1, to take the title.
Cesar Casas had three goals on the 

day for the Trojans, while Johan Cortez 
and Danny Garcia had one goal apiece. 
Cortez also picked up an assist.

Eight Mendota players were named 
to the all-tournament team. They were 
Cesar Casas, Cortez, Sebastian Carlos, 
David Casas, Escatel, Mauricio Marti-
nez, Cameron Kelly and Garcia.

The Mendota varsity soccer team won the championship of the Streator Tournament on Aug. 31. The Trojans posted 
two wins and one tie. (Photo contributed)

Trojans blank Oregon, win Streator Tourney
q Mendota goes 2-0-1 at Streator; has eight named to all-tournament team

Mendota finished second 
in a three-team varsity golf 
meet on Aug. 28 at Rochelle. 
The host Hubs took the top 
spot with a team total of 164, 
which was 10 strokes better 
than the Trojans. Amboy 
finished with a 187.

Grady Jones posted the 
low score for Mendota with 
a 41, which was one shot 
back of the medalist’s score 
from Rochelle. The rest of the 
Trojan lineup also ended up 
in the 40s, with Brody Hartt 
coming in at 43, Dane Doyle, 
Jonas Fitzgerald and Tayven 
Orozco all shooting 45s, and 
Evan McPheeters at 49.

Mendota’s junior varsity 
squad pulled out a victory 
with a 177 to best Rochelle 
(188) and Amboy (233).

MHS’s Collin Coss had 
the low round among all 
golfers with a 42. Maddox 
Rosales was next for the 
Trojans with a 44, followed 
by Esten Otero with a 45, 
Nick Sheridan with a 46, 
and Kooper Novak and Alex 
Holland both with 47s. Also 
competing for Mendota were 
Ashtyn Stamberger (51), 
Brody Kaecker (52), Corbin 
Doll (56) and Levi Ossman 
(68).

***
Mendota went up against 

Golfers finish 2nd
in triangular; take
5th in L-P Invite
q Hartt places 6th overall in tourney

Hartt

eight other teams in the L-P 
Invite on Aug. 29 at Senica’s 
Oak Ridge.

The Trojans placed fifth 
in the team standings with a 

346. The top 
four teams 
were Otta-
wa (307), 
R o c h e l l e 
(340), Hall 
(343) and 
M o r r i s 
(345). Oth-
er schools 

in the event were Streator 
(348), Sycamore (353), L-P 
(361) and Serena (406).

Hartt turned in the low 
score for the Trojans with 
an 80, which put him in 
sixth place in the individual 
standings. Doyle shot an 86 
for 15th place, while also 
competing for Mendota were 
Fitzgerald (88), Jones (92), 
McPheeters (98) and Novak 
(103).

“We were fifth overall and 
very easily could have been 
top three but just couldn’t fin-
ish it out,” said MHS coach 
David Ross. “Brody played 
really great golf all day today 
and then just hit a string of 
bogeys at the end. Overall, a 
good day - hopefully we are 
saving the low numbers for 
later in the season.”

The Mendota Spik-
ers opened up the 2024 
volleyball season with 
a 21-25, 25-17, 19-25 
loss to Putnam County 
on Aug. 27 at the MHS 
gymnasium.

Leading the team in kills 
were Laylie Denault with 
nine and Elaina Reddin 
and Ella Coss with four 
apiece. Ava Eddy topped 
the club with 22 digs and 
Ella Martin led with 18 

assists. Zariah Escatel 
provided four aces from 
the service line.

***
Mendota traveled to 

Amboy on Aug. 29 and 
the host Lady Clippers 

prevailed, 25-22, 25-23.
Denault drilled 10 kills, 

Martin collected 12 assists 
and Eddy had 10 digs and 
six points, while Escatel 
had six digs and two ace 
serves.

Spikers drop first two matches of volleyball season

MENDOTA – Mendo-
ta’s lone win last football 
season was against River-
dale. The much-improved 
Rams made sure that didn’t 
happen in 2024.

Riverdale didn’t show 
much flashiness, but it 
came through with just 
enough clutch plays when 
it needed them the most en 
route to a 23-12 triumph 
over the Trojans in a Three 
Rivers Conference cross-
over game on Aug. 30 at 
the MHS field.

The Rams converted 
several first downs at key 
instances of the game while 
the Trojans committed the 
only two turnovers in the 
contest and were beset by 
back-breaking penalties 
that aided Riverdale’s 
cause. Mendota was whis-
tled for nine infractions 
totaling 65 yards, several 
of which kept Riverdale 
offensive drives alive.

The Rams didn’t need 
any help when they took 
the opening kickoff and 
drove 65 yards in just 
five plays to begin the 
scoring. A 31-yard gallop 
by Caen Beckett put the 
Rams in business at the 
Mendota 31-yard line, then 
quarterback Kolton Kruse 
completed the drive with 
a 3-yard run just over two 
minutes into the game. 
Aiden Sensabaugh kicked 
the extra point.

Mendota’s first offen-
sive series of 2024 saw 
it move from its own 34 
to the Riverdale 39, but 
the Trojans were stopped 
short of a first down on a 
fourth-and-four play at the 
Ram 37.

Riverdale got back into 
the end zone on its ensuing 
possession on a six-play, 
63-yard drive. Beckett 
scored from 20 yards out, 
and after the extra-point 
kick was blocked, the Rams 
owned a 13-0 lead at the 
2:14 mark of the initial 
stanza. A 15-yard unsports-
manlike conduct penalty on 
Mendota contributed to the 
Riverdale drive.

Mendota’s next posses-
sion included a 31-yard 
pass completion from Aden 
Tillman to Keegan Beetz, 
but the drive stalled and 
the Trojans punted the ball 
back to Riverdale.

The Rams managed to 
tack on a 26-yard field goal 
by Sensabaugh with just 

Mendota’s Cam Wasmer wraps up Riverdale quarterback Kolton Kruse while Mike 
Thornhill moves in for assistance on Aug. 30 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Riverdale sends Trojans to
23-12 loss in season opener
q Costly turnovers and penalties contribute to MHS setback

Mendota quarterback Aden Tillman tries to escape the 
grasp of a Riverdale defender on Aug. 30 at the MHS 
field. (Reporter photo)

over a minute left in the 
half to take a 16-0 lead to 
the locker room. A costly 
offsides penalty on the Tro-
jans kept Riverdale’s drive 
going when it was facing 
a fourth-and-two from its 
own 31-yard line.

Riverdale kicked off 
to Mendota to start the 
second half, and needing 
a score in the worst way, 
the Trojans responded 
with a 14-play, 75-yard 
drive. Corbin Furar put 
the finishing touches on 
the series when he darted 
into the end zone from the 
1-yard line. Mendota’s 
two-point conversion run 
came up short. The scoring 
drive took nearly seven 
minutes to complete and 
was sustained when the 
Rams were called for pass 
interference penalty on a 
fourth-and-four play from 
the Ram 15-yard line.

Just like the offense 
needed to produce to start 
the second half, Mendota’s 
defense had to do the same, 
and it did when Riverdale’s 
ensuing possession result-
ed in a punt. That punt 
traveled only 6 yards and 
the Trojans took over with 
excellent field position at 
the Ram 34-yard line. But 
Mendota couldn’t take 
advantage when it fumbled 
the ball away to Riverdale 

at the Rams’ 43-yard line.
The Trojan defense rose 

up again, forcing another 
Riverdale punt that only 
went 15 yards. Starting at 
its own 30, Mendota com-
mitted its second turnover 
in as many possessions 
when Jackson Tegeler 
picked off a Tillman aerial 
and returned it to the Ram 
26 with 7:26 left in the 
game.

The Trojans looked like 
they were going to get the 
ball back when they had 
Riverdale in a third-and-13 
situation deep in Ram 
territory, but a big run by 
Beckett picked up the first 
down. The Rams finished 
off the 72-yard drive with 
an 8-yard TD run by Kruse 
with 2:16 left. Sensabaugh 
added the extra-point kick.

The Trojans were able 
to add another touchdown 
when Furar raced 51 yards 
to the end zone as time 
expired.

Mendota outgained Riv-
erdale, 297 yards to 274, 
with Furar rushing 11 times 
for 78 yards and Braiden 
Freeman carrying eight 
times for 66 yards. Tillman 
completed 10 passes for 
121 yards, with Freeman 
catching five passes for 
45 yards. Beckett gained 
135 yards in 15 totes for 
the Rams.
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

Mendota defenders Rhett Watson, left, and William Musanovic combine to stop 
Riverdale running back Caen Beckett on Aug. 30 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

GENOA – The Mendota 
High School cross country 
team launched its 2024 
season with races at Ge-
noa-Kingston’s home course 
of Walcamp on Aug. 29.

Landon Stillwater (16:36) 
of Somonauk was able to 
battle out the win on the 
3-mile course, edging out 
Mendota’s Anthony Kelson 
(16:40).

Carlos Toribio was next 
for the Trojans (11th, 19:39), 
then Ryder Woods (23rd, 
21:56), Spencer Kain (25th, 
22:10), Hector Gonzalez 
(37th, 25:02), Aidan Fisher 
(38th, 25:19), Gage Richey 
(49th, 28:30), and Travis 
Mumm (50th, 28:31).

The Trojans’ 77 points 

MHS harriers launch
‘24 season at Genoa
q Kelson finishes second for Trojans

was good for second place, 
behind Harvest Christian 
Academy (25). Somonauk 
took third with 96 points, 
followed by Stillman Valley 
(4th, 101), Genoa-Kingston 
(5th, 102), and North Boone 
(6th).

In the girls’ race, two 
freshmen set the pace for 
the field.  Harvest Christian’s 
Giselle Moret (1st, 20:40) 
bettered Elgin St. Edwards’ 
Hayden Poole (2nd, 20:58).

Mendota was represented 
by Emily Banks (31:59) 
and Payton Stavropolous 
(33:45).

Harvest Academy posted 
26 points for the team win, 
followed by Genoa Kingston 
(34) and Stillman Valley (75).

DIXON - State Representative Bradley 
Fritts (R-Dixon) is hosting an upcoming 
Hunter Safety Course. This two-day event 
will take place on Saturday, Sept. 7 and 
Sunday, Sept. 8 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Both 
days are required.

“I am thrilled to offer my second annual 
Hunter Safety Course this September,” said 
Rep. Fritts. “With hunting season right around 
the corner, I want to offer my constituents 

a way to learn more about how to keep 
themselves and others safe while enjoying 
the outdoors.”

The event will take place at the Rochelle 
Masonic Lodge located at 500 Lincoln High-
way, Rochelle. Reservations are required and 
spots are limited. To secure your spot, contact 
Representative Fritts’ office at 815-561-3690.

For more information about Representa-
tive Fritts, visit RepFritts.com.

Hunter safety course set in Rochelle

PORT BYRON – River-
dale delivered a 53-0 shut-
out victory over Mendota in 
freshman-sophomore football 
action on Sept. 2 at Port Byron.

The home team built a 
25-0 halftime lead and added 
28 points in the second half, 
including 22 in the fourth 
quarter.

Mendota generated 123 
yards on offense, led by 
Cole Tillman with 60 yards 
rushing. He also threw for 27 
yards. Ross Sondgeroth had 
three catches for 17 yards.

Riverdale piled up 533 
total yards that included 
TD runs of 76, 27, 69 and 
58 yards.

Next for
the Trojans

Opponent: Satur-
day, Sept. 7 vs. Sterling 
Newman at Sterling High 
School. Kickoff at 6 p.m.

Last year: Newman 
rolled to a 50-0 triumph 
over the Trojans. Men-
dota had 43 plays from 
scrimmage and generat-
ed just 33 yards of total 
offense. Newman, which 
built a 33-0 halftime lead, 
accumulated 355 yards in 
42 plays.

Last week: The Com-
ets dropped their sea-
son-opener to Princeton, 
28-14.

Riverdale blanks
F-S Trojans, 53-0

Aug. 29 vs. Earlville
Northbrook 5, Earlville 0
Goals: Arian Chavez 1, Ser-
gio Correa 1, Emmanuel 
Guzman 1, Omar Hinojosa 
1, Mario Membreno 1
Assists: Emiliano Galin-
do-Garcia 1, Herlinda Huizar 
1

Aug. 30 at Ottawa Wallace
“A” game
Northbrook 3, Wallace 2

Northbrook soccer

Goals: Isaac Espinoza 1
Saves: Holden Coss 3, Ar-
mando Valdes 2
“B” game
Northbrook 7, Wallace 1
Goals: Jose Chavez 1, Holden 
Coss 1, Jowell Garcia 1, Cami-
lo Ramirez 1, Lumen Setchell 
1, Gavin Stamberger 2
Assists: Holden Coss 1, 
Emiliano Galindo-Garcia 1, 
Gavin Stamberger 2
Saves: Brystol Bonnell 6
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Why did Disney+ can-
cel “The Acolyte”? I thought 
it was supposed to be the next 
big thing. -- A.O.

A: You’re correct in that 
there was a lot of buzz sur-
rounding the newest series in 
the “Star Wars” universe, but 
unfortunately, it didn’t trans-
late into ratings. The people 
who did watch the show 
praised it, especially Manny 
Jacinto’s performance as the 
Stranger. Alas, the finale of 
the first season became its last 
when the numbers just weren’t 
up to Disney’s expectations.

***
Q: When does the new 

“Matlock” series that stars 
Kathy Bates release? Also, 
is her character related to the 
original Matlock, played by 
Andy Griffith? -- C.U.

A: In the original series, 
Andy Griffith played a sharp 
criminal defense attorney 
named Ben Matlock. The 
upcoming series of the same 
name, starring Kathy Bates, 
is a reboot with a twist. Her 
character, also an attorney, 
is named Madeline Matlock, 
but there’s no relation to 
Griffith’s character.

According to USA Today, 
the show’s executive pro-

ducer Jennie Snyder Urman 
(“Jane the Virgin”) says 
that she wanted to “write 
about how older women 
are overlooked in society.” 
She explained, “I wanted 
the audience to enjoy being 
shocked by the underesti-
mation.”

Also similar to the “Mat-
lock” we loved back in the 
‘80s, the 2024 series features 
a new case that keeps you 
guessing the whole week. 
Madeline Matlock is “a fish 
out of water [and] a master-
mind,” according to Snyder 
Urman. “Just because you’re 
older doesn’t mean you 
can’t be a bad b*tch,” she 
emphasized.

Supporting Bates is a 
stellar cast that includes 
Beau Bridges (“Lessons in 
Chemistry”), Skye P. Mar-
shall (“Good Sam”), and 
Jason Ritter (“A Million 
Little Things”). “Matlock” 
will have a sneak preview 
of its first episode on Sept. 
22 on CBS and will continue 
on in its regular time slot of 
Thursdays at 10 p.m. ET, 
beginning Oct. 17.

***
Q: When is the last epi-

sode of “The Talk”? I thought 
it was canceled, but I heard 

it’s coming back this fall with 
new episodes. -- S.I.

A: Yes, CBS announced 
that the daytime talk show 
was being canceled after 
15 years, but fortunately, it 
will include one last sea-
son of new episodes this 
fall before its “celebratory 
send-off” in December. 
These new live shows will 
air weekdays, beginning 
Sept. 9, with returning hosts 
Sheryl Underwood, Natalie 
Morales, Jerry O’Connell, 
Akbar Gbajabiamila and 
Amanda Kloots. The show 
was created in 2010 by Sara 
Gilbert (“Roseanne”), and 
she hosted along with Leah 
Remini, Holly Robinson 
Peete, Julie Chen Moonves, 
and Sharon Osbourne.

In a surprising turn of 
events, it’s reported that a 
new daytime soap will take 
over the show’s time slot next 
January. (“The Talk” origi-
nally took the place of the 
long-running CBS soap “As 
the World Turns” after it was 
canceled in 2009.) Created 
by Michele Val Jean (who has 
written for “The Bold and the 
Beautiful”), “The Gates” will 
center around an upper-class 
African-American family 
living in a gated community.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. GEOGRAPHY: How 
many lakes are in the Great 
Lakes Basin?

2. MOVIES: What is the 
little girl’s last name in the film 
“Matilda”?

3. TELEVISION: What 
is the name of the teacher on 
the animated kids’ series “The 
Magic School Bus”?

4. LITERATURE: In which 
historic period is Jack London’s 
novel “Call of the Wild” set?

5. U.S. CITIES: Which city’s 
nickname is “City by the Bay”?

6. ANATOMY: How much 
of the human body is made up 
of water?

7. SCIENCE: What is he-
liology?

8. HISTORY: Which world 
leader’s birth name is Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio?

9. ASTRONOMY: In what 
year did a U.S. astronaut land 
on the moon?

10.  ENTERTAINERS: 
Which famous actor who starred 
in “The Notebook” was once a 
member of “The Mickey Mouse 
Club”?

Answers
1. Five.
2. Wormwood.
3. Ms. Frizzle.
4. 1890s Klondike Gold 

Rush.
5. San Francisco, California.
6. About 60%.
7. Scientific study of the Sun.
8. Pope Francis.
9. 1969.
10. Ryan Gosling.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* When he’s not busy 

predicting the weather at 
Gobbler’s Knob, PA, Ameri-
ca’s most famous groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, lives in 
the town Library with his 
wife, Phyllis.

* LEGO has an under-
ground vault with every set 
ever made.

* Though he’s today 
regarded as one of history’s 
greatest orators, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. received a 
“C” in public speaking while 
a student at Crozer Theolog-
ical Seminary.

* Prior to the invention 
of the internet, Nintendo 
employed game counselors 
whom players could ring for 
advice and assistance with 
navigating a game.

* Through the years, 
folks have come up with 
euphemisms for pooping, but 
surely Icelanders rank among 
the top contenders with “ad 
tefla vid pafann,” roughly 
translatable as “playing chess 
with the pope.”

* Kea parrots spread 
warbles when they’re in a 
good mood, making them 
the first known non-mammal 
species to communicate with 
infectious laughter.

* Theodore Roosevelt’s 
daughter Alice, who was 
generally known for being 
a bit of a handful, had a pet 
snake named Emily Spinach 
that she enjoyed toting about 
the White House in her purse 
and taking out at unexpected 
moments.

* Actor Bela Lugosi 
was buried in full Dracula 
costume.

* The White House Press 
Briefing Room was built over 
what used to be an indoor 
swimming pool, installed 
for Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in 1933.

* Female cicadas have 
been known to confuse the 
roar of power tools for mating 
calls, sometimes swarming 
people using lawn mowers.

* In 2016, a church in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, acci-
dentally printed the lyrics to 
Tupac Shakur’s rap hit “Hail 
Mary” instead of the Catholic 
prayer of the same name, in 
the booklet for a Christmas 
carol service.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Si-
mon Baker, formally “The 
Mentalist” (2008-2015), 
moved back 
to his native 
country of 
Aus t r a l i a 
a f te r  the 
CBS series 
was com-
pleted. He 
made four 
Aussie films from 2017-
2023, as well as 2018’s “Here 
and Now,” which was shot 
in NYC. It co-starred Sarah 
Jessica Parker, Jacqueline 
Bisset and Renée Zellweger, 
but only grossed $14,000.

Baker’s currently shoot-
ing the dystopian sci-fi film 
“Klara and the Sun,” with 
Jenna Ortega, Amy Adams 
and Natasha Lyonne.

***
Is Brad Pitt planning to 

retire from acting now that 
he’s approaching 61? Pitt’s 
wrapped the action-comedy 
film “Wolfs,” with George 
Clooney and Amy Ryan, 
which is due on Sept. 27. 
And a sequel’s already in 
the works! In addition, Pitt’s 
currently shooting the Apple 
TV+ sports/action/drama 
film “F1,” with Javier Bar-
dem, which drops on June 
27, 2025. He’s also produced 

Baker

and/or served as the execu-
tive producer for 50 films, 
including the Sept. 6 arrival 
of “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice.”

Pitt admitted, “I’m still 
kind of on the same trajec-
tory. I’m really just trying 
to enjoy the people I love 
around me and just living.” 
His former director Quentin 
Tarantino lamented that 
when Pitt does call it quits, 
the industry will lose “one of 
the last remaining big-screen 
movie stars!”

Not thrilled with Taran-
tino’s assessment of big-
screen stars is Clooney, who 
was furious when Tarantino 
responded to a GQ interview 
question about Clooney also 
being one of the last big-
screen movie stars. Tarantino 
replied, “He’s not a movie 
star!” Tarantino probably 
said that because Clooney 
began in TV with two series: 
“The Facts of Life” and 
“ER.” But every actor started 
in some lowly part ...

Pitt’s career began in 
1987, when he starred in 
two episodes of “Another 
World,” in two episodes of 
“Growing Pains,” and as a 
“man at the beach with a 
drink” in the film “Hunk.” 
“Hunk” starred “Santa Bar-
bara” soap actor John Allen 
Nelson. At least Clooney was 

on two high-rated series!
Clooney told Tarantino to 

bugger off (admittedly, with 
spicier language), but added: 
“I don’t mind giving him 
sh*t!” Clooney worked with 
Tarantino in the 1996 vampire 
film “From Dusk till Dawn,” 
so they’ve got a history of 
jesting with each other!

***
Boy George won’t be 

asking “Do You Really Want 
to Hurt Me?” about his up-
coming biopic, because he’s 
got one of his managers as 
a producer on the film. The 
screenplay’s based on three 
of his autobiographies: “Take 
It Like a Man,” “Straight,” 
and “Karma.” His recordings 
of “Do You Really Want 
to Hurt Me” and “Karma 
Chameleon” sold over 100 
million singles and over 50 
million albums worldwide.

George still tours, and he 
recently starred on Broadway 
in “Moulin Rouge! The Mu-
sical.” He’s also been a judge 
on both “The Voice UK” and 
“The Voice Australia.” The 
two-time Grammy nominee, 
now 63 years old, is not show-
ing any signs of slowing down! 
His film will undoubtedly get 
rave reviews because no critic 
would want to risk bad karma 
-- chameleon or otherwise -- 
from Boy George!

Couch Theater
“The Perfect Couple” 

(TV-MA) -- This mys-
tery-drama series features 
quite the cast to bring author 
Elin Hilderbrand’s charac-
ters alive. Nicole Kidman 
stars as Greer Garrison 
Winbury, a novelist and 
the proud matriarch of her 
wealthy family. As her son, 
Benji, prepares to marry a 
woman named Amelia in 
an extravagant wedding, a 
body is suddenly discovered 
in Nantucket Harbor just 
before the ceremony is set 
to begin. With everyone in 
the wedding party now a 
suspect, the Winbury fam-
ily gets put under a micro-
scope, revealing secrets that 
Greer has been desperate to 
keep hidden. Liev Schreiber 
(“Asteroid City”), Dakota 
Fanning (“The Watchers”), 
and Meghann Fahy (“The 
White Lotus”) co-star in the 
six-episode series, premier-
ing Sept. 5. (Netflix)

“A Quiet Place: Day 
One” (PG-13) -- Acade-
my-Award-winning actress 
Lupita Nyong’o leads this 
apocalyptic horror film, 
which co-stars Joseph Quinn 
(“Stranger Things”), Alex 
Wolff (“Hereditary”), and 
Djimon Hounsou (“A Quiet 
Place Part II”). Serving as a 
prequel to the two “A Quiet 
Place” films, this installment 

picks up in New York City 
during the first invasion of 
the blind extraterrestrial 
creatures that hunt humans 
with their exceptional hear-
ing. A hospice patient named 
Sam (Nyong’o) first encoun-
ters these terrifying creatures 
while on an outing with her 
nurse, Reuben (Wolff). The 
creatures’ attack on the city 
forces the pair (along with 
Sam’s cat, Frodo) to enter 
survival mode and find a 
way to leave the island of 
Manhattan without acciden-
tally signing their own death 
warrants. Out now to rent. 
(Amazon Prime Video)

“Longlegs” (R) -- This 
horror-thriller film grossed 
$101 million in the box 
office against a less-than-
$10-million budget, making 
it the highest-grossing in-
dependent film of the year. 
Set in the 1990s, Maika 
Monroe (“God Is a Bullet”) 
plays FBI agent Lee Harker, 
who gets assigned to sev-
eral murder-suicide cases 
occurring in Oregon. All of 
these murder cases resulted 
in a father killing his family, 
then himself, and a letter 
signed by Longlegs. As Lee 
and her supervisor William 
Carter (Blair Underwood) 
follow clues that lead them 
closer to the murderer, a 
strange connection from 

Lee’s childhood resurfaces, 
and she realizes that Long-
legs might be closer to her 
than she originally thought. 
Alicia Witt (“Alice”) and 
the illustrious Nicolas Cage 
(“The Surfer”) round out the 
rest of the cast. Out now to 
rent. (Apple TV+) 
In Case You Missed It

“Normal People” (TV-
14) -- This Irish miniseries 
dubbed as a “romantic psy-
chological drama” launched 
the careers of Daisy Ed-
gar-Jones (“Twisters”) and 
Paul Mescal (upcoming in 
“Gladiator II”), who are 
on their way to becoming 
modern-day movie stars. 
Based on the acclaimed novel 
by Sally Rooney, the series 
follows two classmates, 
Marianne (Edgar-Jones) and 
Connell (Mescal), who are in 
very different places within 
their secondary school’s so-
cial food chain. Popular and 
carefree, Connell enjoys his 
solid group of friends, while 
the outspoken, headstrong 
Marianne turns others off 
with her blunt outbursts 
to students and teachers 
alike. But with Connell’s 
mom serving as Marianne’s 
housekeeper, the two inevi-
tably cross paths and strike 
up a rare, tender romance. 
All 12 episodes are out now. 
(Hulu)

Brought to you each week by
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It’s been said that “A 
journey of a thousand miles 
begins with one step.”

The biggest thief of our 
dreams is procrastination. 
We can think about doing 
the right thing, plan to do it, 
and talk about doing it, but 
nothing changes in our lives 
until we start consistently 
doing what we need to do!

For instance, perhaps you 
are struggling with bad hab-
its that are holding you back. 
You would like to change, 
but you’re not sure you want 
to change. Someone once 
said that said that bad habits 
are like a comfortable bed; 
they’re easy to get into, but 
hard to get out of.

But think of it this way: 
Are you willing to sacrifice 
and do the more difficult 
thing now in order to enjoy 
a life of freedom later on?

Hebrews 12:11 says, “No 
discipline seems pleasant at 
the time, but painful. Later 
on, however, it produces a 
harvest of righteousness and 

How to defeat procrastination
peace for those who have 
been trained by it” (NIV).

The irony is that we are 
often unwilling to suffer 
for a short while just to do 
what needs to be done. Then 
we end up with continual 
misery, dread, guilt, and the 
penalties of having put off 
something that would have 
taken a few minutes or a few 
hours to do. 

In other words, by putting 
off the pain of doing some-
thing hard, we often spend 
much more time avoiding 
it than it would take to just 
do it!

To me, nothing feels 
better than knowing that I 
am doing my best, making 
the best choices I can make, 
and consistently making 
progress toward the best life 
that God has for me. 

Being mediocre does not 
feel good to me, and I doubt 
that it feels good to you 
either. You may have gotten 
used to it and forgotten that 
there is something better, 

but this is a wake-up call to 
arise and be all you can be. 
The best time to get started 
is now!

Procrastination is very 
deceptive. It makes us 
complacent by telling us that 
we are going to do the right 
thing. It justifies inactivity. I 
once heard a story someone 
made up to illustrate this 
point...

Three demons who were 
graduating from their course 
on how to deceive people 
in the world and prevent 
them from knowing God. 
Satan was questioning each 
demon, and he asked each 
one how he would deceive 
people. 

The first one answered 
that he would tell people 
there was no God. Satan an-
swered, “You won’t deceive 
many because most people 
down deep inside of them 
do believe God exists even 
if they have not chosen to 
follow Him.” 

The second demon said 
he would tell people that 
heaven and hell didn’t re-
ally exist. Satan said, “You 
will deceive a few more 
than your coworker, but 
you won’t get many souls 
either.” 

The third demon said that 
he would tell people that 
there was no hurry, and they 
could put off the decision 
to follow God until another 
time. Satan got excited and 
said loudly, “You will reap 
many souls for the kingdom 
of darkness by simply telling 
them to make the decision 
later.” 

I have never forgotten 
this story even though I 
heard it more than 30 years 
ago.

Procrastination is a 
thief—it steals our time, our 
potential, our self-esteem, 
and our peace of mind. It is 
like a lullaby that whispers, 

“Go to sleep—everything 
will be fine.” But everything 
will not be fine if we put off 
doing what we need to do. 
And the task isn’t going to 
get done by itself! 

Procrastination is very 
deceptive, and we can only 
conquer it by becoming 
what I call a “now” per-
son. Be aggressive when 
you know you need to do 
something. Don’t put it off 
and keep putting it off—just 
do it!

When we put things off, 
they aggravate us. We may 
not even be consciously 
aware of it, but unfinished 
projects pressure us. 

If you walk through 
your home and see dishes 
in the sink, laundry on the 
floor, trash cans filled to the 
brim, beds unmade, every 
countertop piled high with 
mail that needs to be sorted, 
I feel certain that it pressures 
you in some way. 

You may even get 
grouchy and start an argu-
ment with someone else in 
the house just because you 
feel overwhelmed. When 
we find fault with someone 
else it diverts our attention 
from how we feel about 
ourselves. Procrastination 
never makes us feel good.

If the grass needs to be 
cut, the weeds need to be 
pulled, the car needs to be 
washed and the oil needs to 

be changed, and the garage 
is a disorganized mess, it 
pressures you. You can com-
plain about the mess, or you 
can stop procrastinating and 
take action one item at a time 
to bring order to your home. 

God is certainly a God 
of order and organization. 
Some of the details record-
ed in the Bible about the 
building of the Ark and the 
Temple are just amazing 
to me. God made sure that 
everything was done in the 
most orderly and best way 
possible. Chaos makes us 
feel confused, and God is 
not the author of confusion, 
but He’s a God of order and 
peace (1Corinthians 14:33).

I encourage you to form 
the habit of being a now 
person—one who does what 
needs to be done as soon as 
you can. All truly successful 
people have this habit. We 
don’t become successful by 
putting things off!

Again, something can 
seem so big in our minds, 
but if we make a decision 
to just get going and take 
action, it’s amazing how 
much differently things 
appear after we make a little 
progress. 

Galatians 6:9 is so en-
couraging. It says, “Let us 
not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up” (NIV).

Take a few moments right 
now and ask God to give you 
the grace to become a now 
person. Then write down 
one or two things—even if 
they are small—that you can 
do today to get started. Then 
do them. Little by little, you 
can defeat procrastination if 
you refuse to give up. 

For more on this topic, 
order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource Don’t Set-
tle for Less Than the Best. 
You can also contact us to 
receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 or 
visiting www.joycemeyer.
org

***
Joyce Meyer is a New 

York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 140 
books, including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY 
PROBLEM (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and TV 
programs, which air on hun-
dreds of stations worldwide. 
For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of 
the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those 
of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Greg Nelson,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Sept. 8 - 9:30 a.m. Worship service

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Sept. 5 - 10 a.m. “Fill My Cup”
Sept. 6 - 12:30 p.m. HOH pickup; 3 

p.m. Unload & stock HOH foods
Sept. 8 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 

Breakfast
Sept. 10 - 11 a.m. Produce 
sorting; 12:30 p.m. MAMA

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Sept. 5 - 6:30 p.m. Worship team
Sept. 7 - 8-11 a.m. Volunteer at 

N.I.C.E.
Sept. 8 - 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

begins

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Labour (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. From Ecclesiastes 4, how many 
are better than one, because they 
have a good reward for their labor? 
Two, Three, Five, Seven
3. In 1 Kings 5, how many thousand 
men comprised the labor force 
that King Solomon raised? One, 
Five, Ten, Thirty
4. What son of Abda was in 
charge of the forced labor in 
David’s kingdom? Baal, Adoniram, 
Cyrenius, Phaneul
5. From Exodus 20, how many days 
shalt thou labor and do all thy 
work? Two, Four, Six, Seven
6. Proverbs 14:23 states, “In all 
labor there is ...” Love, Hope, Light, 
Profit
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Two, 3) 
Thirty, 4) Adoniram, 5) Six, 6) Profit
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101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it 
is specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 

preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

511  511  
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Ram Crew Cab, 5.7 Hemi Rebel, Gray, 61K 
Miles ........................................................$38,900

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LTZ, 6.2L,  
93K Miles, Maroon .......................................$31,900

2018 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4x4, Sunroof, Leather, 75K 
Miles, Maroon...............................................$30,900

2017 GMC Acadia SLT 2, AWD, 67K Miles, 
White .......................................................$17,900 

2023 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, 1-Owner, Local 
Trade, 11K Miles, Gray.....................$25,900 

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ, One 
Owner, 41K Miles, Black.................$46,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, WT, 5.3L, 
V8, Tow Pkg., 15K Miles, White........$27,900

2022 Chevy  Equinox AWD LT, 1-Owner, Local 
Trade, 30K Miles, Silver .......................$23,900 

2022 Chevy Malibu LS, Remote Start, 26K 
Miles ..................................................$19,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD RS, Leather, 
25K Miles, Black.............................$25,900

2021 Chevy K-1500 High Country Crew 4x4, 
Loaded, 1-Owner, 29K Miles, Brown...$45,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trail Boss LT, 
Leather, Sunroof, 53K Miles, Maroon.$40,900

2021 Chevy Blazer Premier, AWD, Loaded, Gray, 
60K Miles .........................................$30,900

2020 GMC 2500 HD Crew Denali Diesel, 
Loaded, One Owner, 56K Miles, Blue..$54,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT Trail Boss, 53K Miles, Maroon, GM-Certified, 
1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Sunroof, Bedliner and More! 

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT Trail Boss

$40,900
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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The sponsors above urge you to attend these events!

JOIN US IN SUBLETTE!

First State Bank
706 Washington St. and  

1403 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-538-2265 
Member FDIC

Sublette Farmer’s 
Elevator

100 W. Main St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

sublettefarmerselevator.com

Orzech Towing
301 N. Richmond St. • 

Sublette
815-343-8047

Main Street Repair
205 W Main St. • Sublette

815-849-5225

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-9341

Erbes Realty LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette

815-535-6295

Vaessen Bros. 
Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy. 52 • Sublette
815-849-5232 or 

800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Leffelman & 
Associates Inc.

Sublette • 815-849-5219
Amboy • 815-857-2125
LaMoille • 815-638-2171

“Our Family Protecting Your 
Family for 50 Years”

Becker Autobody, Inc
33 S. East Ave. • Amboy

815-857-2632

Sublette Collision 
Center

344 U.S. Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-9090

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-5651

Sublette Mechanical 
Inc.

2025 Sublette Road • Sublette
815-849-5223

Shady Oaks Country 
Club

577 US Route 52 • Sublette
815-849-5424

www.shadyoakscc.com

Kerr Diesel
134 E. US Route 34 • Mendota

815-780-7369

Woodhaven Lakes 
Realty, Inc.

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette
815-849-5476

Sublette General 
Store

200 N. Reeve St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr. • Mendota

815-539-6075

Sensient Flavors
Amboy

sensientflavorsandextracts.
com

NuMark Credit Union
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave. • 

Sublette
815-849-5242

Member NCUA

LaFiesta
107 W. Main St. • Sublette

815-849-9224

SUBLETTE 
COUNTRY 

CAR SHOW
Saturday, Sept. 14

10 a.m.-3 p.m.
U.S. 52 across from 

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet

Featuring Kaiser-Frazer, Hudson, Nash, 
Willys-Overland. All makes of cars, trucks 

& motorcycles welcome. No judging.

• 50/50 Drawing • Food • 
Music by 3D Sound

PULLIN’ IN 
THE PARK

TRACTOR &  
TRUCK PULL

PRESENTED BY  
SUBLETTE PARK BOARD

Sunday, Sept. 8
Check In - 8 am

 Pull Starts 11 am
Behind Ellice Dinges School

Lot of Kids Activities:
Bounce House

Games
Corn Box and Food

HOPS AND 
HARMONY
Saturday, Sept. 7

Sublette Centennial Park

Featuring country music sensation 
Diamond Rio with Voth.

    Gates open at 6 p.m. Show at 7:30 p.m.

6-8 p.m. - Beer tasting 
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