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Metzger medals 
at tournament
Ian Metzger medaled in 
second place at the Rock 
Falls Rocket Invitational 
on Saturday, Aug. 24. See 
Sports
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Tuesday morning, over 
100 Chevrolet Corvettes 
stopped in Rochelle at the 
Petro Travel Plaza. 

The Corvettes made up 
the North Central Corvette 
Caravan, combining the 
states of Illinois, Iowa, Wis-
consin, Michigan, Minne-
sota, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Colorado, Nebras-
ka, as well as Central Can-
ada. The journey continued 
the rest of Tuesday and 
Wednesday as Corvettes 
from all over the United 
States made their way to the 
National Corvette Museum 
in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary. The caravan 
also made stops in Rochelle 
in 2014 and 2019, Caravan 
Captain Ed Saari said. The 
journey is done every five 
years.

“Every five years the 
National Corvette Museum 
has an anniversary celebra-
tion and they ask 20 people 
from around the country to 
gather Corvettes and lead 
them to Bowling Green,” 
Saari said. “We start in 
Wisconsin. We make stops 
like this one along the way. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At the 
end of July, Rochelle Police 
Department Detective Sgt. 
John Kaltenbach retired 
after 21 years with RPD. 
Kaltenbach was recognized 
by the city council at its 
Aug. 12 meeting. 

After working patrol 
for his first 2.5 years with 
RPD, Kaltenbach spent 
the rest of his career in 
investigations. He also 
served the department as 
a firearms instructor, an 
OC instructor, a TASER 
instructor, and a use of force 
instructor. He also took 
youth of the community on 
boundary waters camping 
and canoeing trips, taught 
hunter safety courses, im-
plemented the first citizens 
police academy RPD did, 
and served on the boards 
for Foundation for Focus 
House, Ogle County Drug 
Court, and Ogle-Lee Crime 
Stoppers. 

“I grew up in Ashton,” 
Kaltenbach said. “My mom 
was a nurse at Rochelle 
Community Hospital and 
worked nights and I’d stop 
in and see her. I got to meet 
Evan Ruggeberg, who was 
a sergeant here. Evan and 
I became friends and that 
got me involved in law 
enforcement when I was 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Aug. 19, the City of 
Rochelle and the Ro-
chelle Fire Department 
announced their receipt 
of a Staffing for Ade-
quate Fire and Emergen-
cy Response (SAFER) 
grant in the amount of 
$919,368 from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) that will 
allow for the addition of 
three full-time firefighter/
EMTs.  

Last year, the city coun-
cil agreed to a new contract 
with RFD’s union to in-
crease its staffing by a total 
of six new firefighters/
EMTs. Three have already 
been hired and the cost of 
the next three hires will be 
covered by the grant for 
the next three years. After 
the coming hires, RFD will 
have 18 permanent full-
time firefighter/EMTs. 

See RFD page 8

RPD Detective Sgt. Kaltenbach retires after 21 years
Ashton native spent 18.5 years in investigations during his career

At the end of July, Rochelle Police Department Detective Sgt. John Kaltenbach 
retired after 21 years with RPD. Kaltenbach was recognized by the city council at 
its Aug. 12 meeting. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

in high school. I graduated 
and went to Sauk Valley 
Community College and 
got my degree in law en-
forcement. Then I started 
working construction. I met 
my wife and she pushed me 
to pursue my passion of 
law enforcement. I tested 
with four agencies: Ster-
ling, Beloit, Rockford and 
Rochelle. RPD offered me 
the first job and I’ve been 
here ever since.”

Kaltenbach was pro-
moted to detective sergeant 
in 2022. He oversaw the 
investigations division and 

school resource officers, 
followed up cases when 
needed and was in charge 
of evidence. He enjoyed 
policing because every 
day was different, with 
not knowing what would 
ensue every time the radio 
went off. 

Kaltenbach also liked 
policing in a small-town 
atmosphere.

“You get to know the 
community and the com-
munity gets to know you,” 
Kaltenbach said. “When 
someone would have a 
problem, they called me 

directly and I could help 
with those situations. And 
I loved driving in the 
parades and working her-
itage festivals. I liked the 
parades because my kids 
loved to ride with me and 
throw candy. I liked going 
to schools and giving talks 
about what we do. Those 
things were important to 
my kids and my family.”

RPD’s investigations 
division typically works on 
felony-level cases. 

See KALTENBACH 
page 5

Over 100 Corvettes stopped in Rochelle on Tuesday
‘It’s fun to have everyone participate. It’s a hobby and it’s our passion’

On Tuesday morning, over 100 Chevrolet Corvettes stopped in Rochelle at the Petro Travel Plaza. The 
Corvettes made up the North Central Corvette Caravan, combining the states of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska, as well as Central Canada.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Our next stop is Blooming-
ton, Illinois where we’ll be 
joined by Corvettes from 
Iowa, the Milwaukee area 
and Chicago. Then we go to 
Effingham, Illinois where 
we’re joined by more Cor-
vettes. We stay there over-

night and the next morning 
we go to Bowling Green, 
where we’ll be joined by 
2,200 other Corvettes from 
all over. What we have 
here in Rochelle right now 
is small compared to what 
we’ll have.”

Saari said the caravan 
takes a lot of planning with 
reservations and work-
ing with stakeholders and 
law enforcement at stops 
along the way on how the 
Corvette caravan will get 
in and out with traffic. He 

thanked the Petro Travel 
Plaza and the Rochelle Po-
lice Department and Illinois 
State Police for their help 
Tuesday. 

See CORVETTES 
page 3

RFD receives 
grant for 
expansion

507 Main Street (Perry Road), P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553

Celebrating1874 - 2024 150 YearsSunday, September 83:00 p.m. Reception following service
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What Is HappeningWhat Is Happening @ RTHS@ RTHS

September September 

kish.edu
Helping you create the life you want.

817 W Lincoln Hwy Suite E
DeKalb, IL 60115
815-669-1599

Student Loans
We work with ISL Education Lending to offer private loans to help you pay 

for college as well as refinance existing student loans. ISL Education Lending 

is a nonprofit organization with decades of student loan experience offering 

lower-priced loans.*ISL Education Lending offers: Loans for college students. | A loan option 

for parents and family members who wish to borrow on behalf of a college 

student. | Multiple student loan refinance options. | In addition, they offer 

multiple scholarship opportunities and free college planning tools to help 

students and families avoid overborrowing and plan smart for life during 

and after college. | Learn more about ISL Education Lending’s offerings on 

their website.
Please Note:All loans offered by ISL Education Lending are subject to credit 

approval.Before applying for a private loan, we encourage you to first com-

plete the FAFSA, or Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You should 

also work with your college financial aid office to explore and exhaust all 

sources of student financial aid before seeking a private student loan.

*Northern Illinois  
Federal Credit Union is  

compensated by ISL 
Education Lending for 
the referral of student 

loan customers.

www.mynifcu.com

Welcome Back, Hubs!

With the Fall sports season underway, our 
Volleyball and Football concession stands 

are looking for volunteers to help out 
while earning Silver Service Hours.

The following dates are open:

*Volleyball - Tuesday, 9/3 - 5pm

*Volleyball - Wednesday, 9/4 - 5pm

*Volleyball - Saturday, 9/7 - 8am
**Contact Ashley Simms at 815-766-1258

 or see Mrs. Harvey in the Counseling Center 
for more info.

Sept. 2  No School – Labor Day
Sept. 7  Looking for Silver Service Volunteer 

Hours or just want to help out a local 
charity? The Hope Chest in downtown 
Rochelle is looking for help on 
Saturday, Sept. 7th starting at 8 am. 
Stop by the store at 
411 Lincoln Highway or call Sandy 
at 815-751-7034 for more info.

Sept. 16  RTHS Board Meeting 5:30 – 7:00 PM
Sept. 18  RTHSEF Trivia Night
Sept. 26-28  Fall Play



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 3SUNDAY, SEPT. 1, 2024

LOCAL NEWS

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

815.562.7071 | www.stillmanbank.com

• Access to Stillman Mortgage Online -  find a lender, apply 
   online in less than 20 minutes, and more!

• FREE pre-approvals

• We service our loans, so if you have a question, 
   you can talk to us - not some out of state firm

• Decisions are made locally - by us! 

• Proud to be voted Ogle County’s Best Mortgage
   Lending Services!

• Our staff is professional, knowledgeable, and experienced 

Buying a new home?
Our experienced mortgage team is here to help! 

Local Lenders. Local Decisions. 

From page 1

The caravan included 
five different generations 
of Corvettes. Saari said 
the expedition draws at-
tention at different stops 

along the way. Partici-
pants in the caravan enjoy 
driving their Corvettes 
above all else, Saari said. 

“Corvettes are more 
like a family than any 
other brand,” Saari said. 

“If you have a Ford 
Mustang for instance, 
there are show-and-shine 
shows. But there’s nev-
er an event where they 
gather people and go to 
the factory like we are. 

It’s a family of people 
that love driving their 
cars. 90 percent of these 
people never go to a show 
and shine. They don’t 
want to put their hood 
up and polish their car. 

We have people here that 
won’t wash their cars for 
three days. 90 percent of 
the people that do this 
with us are couples that 
do these kinds of things. 
We have people all along 

the way who join us on 
the fly when we go by. 
It’s fun to have everyone 
participate. It’s a hobby 
and it’s our passion. I just 
love the people and I love 
to drive my Corvette.”

The caravan included five different generations of Corvettes. Saari said the expedition draws attention at different stops along the way. Participants in the caravan 
enjoy driving their Corvettes above all else, Caravan Captain Ed Saari said. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

CORVETTES: Caravan stops in Rochelle en route to national museum

FOX RIVER GROVE 
– Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois (GSNI) will host 
its 20th Annual Thin Mint 
Sprint fundraising 5K fun 
run/walk on Saturday, Sept. 
14 from 8:30 a.m.-noon in 
partnership with the Fox 
River Grove Memorial 
Library Running Club. 
The race route will begin 

and end at Lions Park in 
Fox River Grove and take 
participants along a scenic 
path through Fox River for 
a timed run, ending with 
an after-party. After-party 
event includes performanc-
es by School of Rock-Bar-
rington, onsite Kona Ice 
truck, Face Painting by 
Kema, inflatables, and other 

local exhibitors!   
Registration is $40 

per person through Sept. 
13, and $45 per person 
on race day, Sept. 14. 
Registration fee includes 
Thin Mint Sprint T-shirt, 
chipped-timing bib, medal, 
fun patch, box of official 
Girl Scout Thin Mints® 
Cookies, and extra swag 

Register for Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois’ 20th Annual Thin Mint Sprint!
items. Race packet pick-up 
will be available the week 
of Sept. 1. Register online 
at https://www.girlscoutsni.
org/fundraising#thin. 

All funds raised through 
the 20th Annual Thin Mint 
Sprint will support GSNI’s 
financial assistance pro-
grams ensuring increased 

access for more local Girl 
Scout memberships, ac-
tivities, and leadership 
experiences!

GSNI would like to 
thank these generous Thin 
Mint Sprint sponsors and 
supporters: Northwestern 
Medicine, Squirrel’s Nut 
Butter, 4imprint, Little 

Brownie Bakers, ALDI, 
Woodman’s Markets, Ash-
ton Farms, Aqua-Aerobic 
Systems, Inc., Grove Plat-
ing Company, Inc., Casey’s, 
Bear Family Restaurants, 
Hurley & Volk Orthodon-
tics, and Fox River Grove 
Memorial Library Running 
Club. 

DIXON  – State Sen. 
Win Stoller (R-German-
town Hills) has announced 
his staff will be on hand 
throughout the 37th  Dis-

trict during the month of 
September for Traveling 
Office Hours.

Traveling Office Hours 
for the month of September 

will be held as follows: Fri-
day, Sept. 13. Polo Public 
Library. 302 W. Mason 
St., Polo, IL 61064. 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Stoller to hold September traveling office hours

ROCHELLE – The 
Downtown Rochelle As-
sociation in partnership 
with the Flagg Township 
Museum wants to take a 
“snapshot” of the local 
businesses and collect a bit 
of history at the same time. 
Starting on Sept. 5  and 
on every Thursday and 
Friday from 1-2 p.m. staff 
from the museum will be 
taking “snapshots” of local 
businesses and the people 
involved and collecting 
business histories. Any 
business that would like 

to schedule a specific time 
for their “snapshot” can 
contact the museum at 815 
562-3040 or  hubhistory@
gmail.com.

A form for capturing the 
history of the local business-
es is also part of the project 
and can be found at the 
museum’s website,  www.
flaggtownshipmuseumro-
chelle.org by scrolling down 
the home page to the link 
under Taking Snapshots. 
In addition, any business 
owner who would like the 
information emailed can 

send a request to hubhisto-
ry@gmail.com. It is the goal 
of the Downtown Rochelle 
Association and the Flagg 
Township Museum to doc-
ument the local business 
scene that is thriving today 
before it changes or is lost.

The mission of the Flagg 
Township Historical Society 
and Museum is to stimulate 
interest in Flagg Township 
history through education, 
research, collection and 
preservation of information 
for the benefit of the public 
of today and in the future.

DRA, Museum launch local 
business snapshot program
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

STERLING — Harold 
William Julifs, 89, of Ster-
ling, died Sunday, August 
25, 2024, at CGH Medical 
Center after a short illness.

He was born  October 
18, 1934, in Pocahontas, 
IA, the son of Claus and 
Hannah (Aden) Julifs. He 
married Sandra Walters on 
July 22, 1961, in Scarsdale, 
NY. Harold graduated from 
Adams, MN, high school in 
1953 and received his BS 
in Agriculture  Education 
from South Dakota State 
University, in 1957. He 
served in the USMC from 
1957 to 1959 and worked at 
the Brown County Farm Bu-
reau Service Co., in Sleepy 
Eye, MN for 2 years after 
his discharge. He started a 
29-year career at Del Monte 
Corporation in 1961. He 
served as a fieldman, field 
supervisor, assistant plant 
superintendent, plant super-
intendent, and area manager 
at operations in Sleepy Eye, 
Stevens Point, WI, and Ro-
chelle. He retired from Del 
Monte in June 1990. He 
did not stay retired for long 
as he worked part-time for 
Tri-County Opportunities 
Council in Rock Falls, IL, 
and as a p art-time instructor 
at Sauk Valley Community 
College.

Harold was active in 
many service organizations. 

He was a long-time Rotarian 
in Sterling and Rochelle 
where he was a past presi-
dent. He was on the Sterling 
Rock Falls Child Care board 
of directors (past president). 
He was a member of the 
Rochelle Streets and Roads 
Advisory Commission. He 
was a member of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Sterling 
serving as a church council 
member, president, and 
treasurer. He was active 
in Via De Cristo and was 
a member of the ELCA 
Northern  Illinois Synod 
Stewardship Subcommittee 
and Congregational Life 
Committee. He was also a 
past president of the PADS 
board.

Harold is survived by 
his wife, Sandra Julifs of 
Sterling; two sons David 
(Roxann) Julifs of Torrance, 
CA, and Steven (Kimberly) 
Julifs of Shorewood; four 
granddaughters, Heather 
(Justin) McCarthy of Bea-
verton, OR, Holly Julifs of 
Winston-Salem, NC, Dan-
ielle Julifs of Portland,OR, 
and Rebecca Julifs, of Roch-
ester, NY; two great-grand-
children, Peyton McCarthy 
and Reece McCarthy; a sis-
ter, Jean McClure of Arvada, 
CO; two sisters-in-law, 
Debra Julifs of Rochelle, 
and Patricia Roos of Salis-
bury, NC; two nieces Julia 

Roos of Shelby, NC, and 
Robin (Gregg) Gilkey; and 
one nephew, Warren (Jenni) 
Roos of Independence, OH.

Harold was preceded 
in death by his parents; his 
brothers Dean Julifs, Don 
Julifs, and infant Gordon; 
his infant daughter Kath-
ryn  Margrete; and two 
brothers-in-law, Clifford 
McClure and James Roos.

Visitation will be held 
from 12:00-1:00pm on 
Saturday, September 7, 
2024, at St. Paul Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in 
Sterling. Funeral service 
will begin at 1:00pm. Burial 
will conclude at Oak Knoll 
Memorial Park in Sterling. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to St. 
Paul Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Sterling Rock Falls 
Child Care, or Tri-County 
Opportunities Council. 

Online condolences may 
be made qt www.mcdonald-
funeralhomes.com

R O C H E L L E  — 
George W. Schmidt, 93, 
passed away Friday, August 
23, 2024 at Manor Court in 
Rochelle, IL. George was 
born on June 23, 1931 to 
George and Louise Schmidt 
in Chicago, IL.

In addition to his parents, 
George is preceded in death 
by his first wife Jean, second 
wife Judy, sister, Louise 
Andreas and his grandson, 
Bryan Campbell.

George is survived by 
his five children: Greg 
Schmidt, Gayle Camp-
bell, Geri Schmidt, Glenn 
Schmidt and Gary (Holly) 
Schmidt; grandchildren: 
Brett Campbell, Brooke 
Schmidt, Joey Johanning, 

Greg and Matt Schmidt, 
Kevin, Shannon and Allison 
Schmidt, four step grand-
children including Stevie 
and Ashley Carter, and nine 
great grandchildren.

George served in the 
Naval Air Reserve for eight 
years. After his marriage to 
Jean, he built his home and 
moved his family to Addi-
son, IL in 1959 to raise his 
children there. Employed by 
Blinderman Construction 
for a major portion of his 
adult life, he retired and 
moved to Rochelle, IL when 
he purchased Chelle-Crest 
Family Bowl, which was a 
life-long dream of his.

Celebration of Life will 
be held at Harvest Baptist 

Church, 241 Scott Ave, 
Rochelle, IL on Saturday, 
September 7, from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm. Family requests 
no donations be made.  Cre-
mation care has been pro-
vided by the Unger-Horn-
er Funeral Home.   Visit 
www.ungerhorner,com to 
sign the online guest book. 

George W. Schmidt

Harold William Julifs

ROCHELLE — On 
Aug. 25 at 8:34 a.m. An-
thony C. Nunez, 20, of 
Rockford was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle Coun-
ty warrant and transferred. 

On Aug. 25 at 5:35 
a.m. Matthew D. Taylor, 
41, of Freeport was cited 
for speeding 70 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a Sept. 20 Rochelle court 
date.

On Aug. 26 at 12:47 
p.m. Madison Carmichael, 
21, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 62 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a Sept. 20 Rochelle court 
date.

On Aug. 26 at 11:58 a.m. 
Kevin Kleefisch, 30, of 
Steward was cited for seat 
belt required. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Sept. 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On Aug. 26 at 11:41 
a.m. Trina Freeland, 50, 
of Conroe, Texas was cited 
for seat belt required. She 

signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Sept. 20 
Rochelle court date.

On Aug. 26 at 11:15 
a.m. Katelyn Izer, 29, 
of Mt. Morris was cited 
for seat belt required and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Sept. 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On Aug. 26 at 8:59 a.m. 
Anita Chavez, 34, of Ro-
chelle was cited for seat belt 
required and was arrested 
on a Lee County warrant. 
She paid $600 and was 
released on the warrant and 
for the citation, she signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a Sept. 20 Rochelle 
court date.

On Aug. 26 at 3:25 p.m. 
a 13-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred. 

On Aug. 26 at 12:09 
a.m. Dilxon U. Jimenez 
Roda, 19, of Rockford 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license and cited 
for speeding and no insur-
ance. He signed a promise 

to comply and was given 
a Sept. 20 Rochelle court 
date.  

On Aug. 27 at 9:21 p.m. 
Joseph Solano, 18, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing 65 miles per hour in a 
40 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Sept. 20 
Rochelle court date. 

On Aug. 27 at 7:19 
p.m. Ashley Jones, 33, of 
Rochelle was cited for op-
erating a motor vehicle with 
suspended registration. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Sept. 20 
Rochelle court date. 

On Aug. 28 at 1:30 p.m. 
Anthony Boudreau, 65, of 
Rochelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred. 

On Aug. 28 at 7:20 p.m. 
Steven C. Ward, 59, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing 59 miles per hour in a 
30 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a Sept. 20 
Rochelle court date. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE — John 
E. “Sam” Stover Jr. age 
87 of Rochelle formerly 
of Ashton passed away on 
Tuesday Aug. 28, 2024 
at Rochelle Rehab and 
Healthcare in Rochelle, 
IL. He was born on May 
20, 1937 in Dixon the son 
of John and Catherine 
(Virnich) Stover. Sam was 
a truck driver and worked 
for Swift & Co. in Rochelle 
for 37 years. He was also a 
volunteer fireman for the 
Ashton Fire Dept. for 11 
years. Sam married Hazel 
“Marty” Marwood on Sept. 
28, 1991 in Roselle, IL. 
She preceded him in death 
on Dec. 20, 2023. He is 
also preceded in death by 
his sister Alice Swinton, 
brother Jim Lawler, two 
grandchildren Stevie Do-

dillet and Robert Brigante, 
sister in law Sally Stover, 
brother in law Mo Swinton. 
Sam is survived by his chil-
dren Robert (Susan) Stover 
of Ashton, Richard (Renee) 
Stover of Ashton, one 
grandson Shane (Karley) 
Stover, five great grandsons 
Dylan (Bailey) Stover, Lu-
cas Mendez, Landin Landa, 
Noah Landa, and Lucas 
Landa. He is also survived 
by two step daughters Pen-
ny Carpenter of Roselle, 
Patti Hall of Dixon, one step 
grandson Benjamin Hall, 
two brothers Bill Stover of 
Dixon, Don (Sandi) Stover 
of Ashton, and one sister 
Carol (Don) Mall of Dixon. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be on Saturday Sept. 
14, 2024 at 11:00 AM at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church 

in Dixon. Visitation will be 
on Saturday Sept. 14, 2024 
from 10:00 AM to 11:00 
AM at the church. Burial 
of cremated remains will 
be at a later date at Ashton 
Cemetery. Memorial dona-
tions can be made to Ashton 
Fire Dept. Arrangements by 
the Jones Funeral Home 
in Dixon.   Online condo-
lences can be left at www.
thejonesfh.com

John E. ‘Sam’ Stover Jr.

OREGON — On Aug. 
27 at approximately 5:39 
a.m. deputies responded 
to a one-vehicle accident 
in the 11,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 38. After 
conducting an investiga-
tion, it was determined 
that a beige 2005 Chevrolet 
2500 was southbound on 
South Center Road, when 
it exited the west side of the 
roadway, and partially en-
tered a standing corn field. 
The beige Chevrolet then 
reentered South Center 
Road, crossed East Illinois 
Route 38, and entered the 
southwest ditch. The beige 
Chevrolet drove through a 
standing bean field south 
of East Illinois Route 38, 
before turning east, cross-
ing South Center Road, 
and then entered the east 
ditch. The beige Chevrolet 
struck a utility pole with the 
passenger side of the truck, 
and entered a standing corn 
field. The beige Chevro-
let turned around in the 
standing corn field, before 
re-entering South Center 
Road, and proceeding 
westbound on East Illinois 
Route 38. The beige Chev-
rolet then became disabled 
in the lane of traffic. The 
driver of the beige Chev-
rolet, William Mongan, 
31, of Oregon was placed 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence of a 
combination of drugs and 
alcohol. Mongan was also 
issued citations for leaving 
the scene of an accident, 
improper lane usage, oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle, 
transportation of an open 
alcohol container, and 
no seatbelt. Mongan was 
taken by Rochelle EMS 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital for treatment of 
his injuries during the inci-
dent. Mongan was released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court date.

On Aug. 27 at approxi-

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
mately 2:37 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 3,000 block of 
North Mulford Road. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Jamie Howard, 35, 
of Rockford, under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended.   Howard was 
additionally issued ci-
tations for operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration and operat-
ing an uninsured vehi-
cle. Howard was released 
on a notice to appear at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.

On Aug. 27 at approxi-
mately 12:26 p.m. deputies 
made contact with a male 
in the 1,100 block of North 
6th Avenue in Rochelle.  
The male was identified as 
Christopher Jones, 41, of 
Rochelle, and was placed 
under arrest for an active 
Ogle County failure to 
appear warrant for driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol. Jones was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond.    

On Aug. 27 at approxi-
mately 5:55 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 7,600 block of North 
Illinois Route 2 on a black 
Harley Davidson.  After 
conducting an investi-
gation Najib Atiyeh, 55, 
of Wayne, Illinois was 
placed under arrest and 
cited for driving under the 
influence. Atiyeh was also 
issued citations for speed-
ing 95 miles per hour in a 
55 miles per hour zone, 
improper passing in a no 
passing zone, reckless 
driving, and driving under 
the influence over .08.  
Atiyeh was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was processed 
and released.

On Aug. 28 deputies re-
sponded to 11461 N. Peca-
tonica Road in reference 
to a check welfare. Upon 
investigation, Huberto 
Hernandez-Pineda, 42, of 
Leaf River and Luis Mario 
Gutierrez, 21, of Leaf Riv-
er, were placed under arrest 
for possession of firearms 
without a FOID card and 

possession of ammunition 
without a valid FOID card. 
Both were released on 
notices to appear.

On Aug. 28 at 6:17 
a.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 20,000 
block of East Illinois Route 
64. As a result, deputies 
arrested Anna L. Varner, 
27, of Rochelle for driving 
while license revoked. 
Varner was additionally 
issued citations for no front 
registration, and expired 
registration. Varner was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, and released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court date.

On Aug. 28 at approxi-
mately 9:57 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a green Hyundai sedan in 
the 7,000 block of North 
River Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Robert C. Baker, 
19, of Rockford, for no 
valid driver’s license. 
Baker was also cited for 
disobeying a stop sign. 
Baker was released with 
a notice to appear with a 
future court date.

On Aug. 29 at 2:31 p.m. 
the Ogle County Sheriffs 
Office conducted a traffic 
stop in the 7,000 block of 
North Kilbuck Road. The 
driver of the vehicle, Da-
vid Rasmussen, 46, of 
Rockford was arrested 
for driving while license 
revoked and no vehicle 
insurance.  He was taken 
to the Ogle County Jail and 
later released on a notice 
to appear.

On Aug. 30 at approxi-
mately 1:47 a.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 112 northbound.  
After further investiga-
tion Jamall Fisher, 53, of 
Freeport, was placed under 
arrest for driving while 
license revoked.  Fisher 
was also cited for expired 
registration.  Fisher was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
released on a notice to 
appear.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty. 
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Kaltenbach said doing 
that for 18.5 years became 
“a lot to deal with” at times. 
Working investigations in 
small towns for so many 
years can be good and bad, 
he said. 

“It’s good because 
you’re able to help people 
you’ve built relationships 
with when they need help,” 
Kaltenbach said. “The bad 
side of it is, you have to 
give people you know bad 
news. There were a lot of 
hard cases. At first you 
compartmentalize. When 
you’re in the middle of those 
high-stress situations day in 
and day out, it does weigh 
on you and affect you. It 
really took hold when I had 
kids. That changed things. 
It makes you see things 
differently, especially when 
you’re dealing with cases 
that involve children.”

Kaltenbach is an out-
doorsman and enjoys hunt-
ing, camping, canoeing 
and fishing. Years ago after 
wanting to do something to 
give back to the community, 
he started taking area youth 

on canoeing and camping 
trips up north with help 
from donated sponsorships. 
Those trips resulted in some 
of his best memories over 
the years.

“I’d try to get students 
that maybe wouldn’t be able 
to do something like that on 
their own,” Kaltenbach said. 
“That really took off and I 
enjoyed doing it and made 
great relationships with a 
lot of the students later in 
life and I still talk to a lot 
of them and their parents. It 
was a way to give back to the 
community and it gave them 
a different perspective on 
law enforcement when they 
saw me in that light. Every 
trip, there’s been one or two 
really significant things that 
happen that you remember. 
I’d see kids become friends 
that never would at the high 
school.”

Kaltenbach said he’s still 
acclimating to not working 
for RPD anymore. He called 
it strange to not be at work 
interacting with the other 
officers and not having his 
squad car parked outside his 
house. But he has enjoyed 
not having to worry about 

KALTENBACH: Detective sergeant retires after 21 years with RPD

his phone ringing at 2 a.m. 
about a case anymore. 

Retirement for Kalten-
bach and his family will 
include traveling in an RV 
for a year. His choice to 
leave RPD came because 
he and his wife were able 

to make that happen. He’s 
excited to see the country 
and show the country to 
his kids. 

“It’s bittersweet,” Kalten-
bach said. “Yes, I’m ready to 
leave and go onto the next 
thing, but I’m not. We have 

a lot of good, young officers 
now at RPD that I would’ve 
loved to stay and help mold 
and advise and direct. I’ve 
been given an opportunity 
where everything lined up. 
I always wanted to travel 
after I retired when the kids 

were out of the house. We 
got an opportunity to do that 
now with our kids. I enjoyed 
working in the community 
and I appreciate all of the 
people that supported me 
and everything I’ve done 
over the years.”

John Kaltenbach was promoted to detective sergeant in 2022. He oversaw the investigations division and 
school resource officers, followed up cases when needed and was in charge of evidence. He enjoyed policing 
because every day was different, with not knowing what would ensue every time the radio went off. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church is 
a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith, and harvesting love. 
Fellowship time begins at 10:00 followed by worship at 10:45. Sunday school is 
conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not 
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do 
not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows		  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey	 kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes		  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga		  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott	                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey		  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta		  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda		  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston	 tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas		   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton		  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick	 bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger		  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen		     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson	                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael	 bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs	 jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells	 dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden	 thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart	 jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis	 jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales	     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis		  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller		  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms		  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey	 jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney		  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams		  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro		  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins		  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman		  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns		  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward		  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads		  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman		  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter	 dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball		  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta		  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski		           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson	                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer		  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick		  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger	 assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach		  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle		  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben		  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager		  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney		  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow	 dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad	 haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson	 kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff	 nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera	 alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge		  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip		          doobs12@comcast.net

LABOR Day be-
gan as a federal 
holiday to honor 

our nation’s workers and 
to remember those in the 
labor movement who 
came to their defense 
over a century ago. They 
demanded that workers’ 
economic contributions 
be recognized, and that 
people had safe workplac-
es, received fair wages 
and had opportunities to 
succeed. In 1894, Pres-
ident Grover Cleveland 
took an important step and 
declared the first Monday 
in every September since 
to be Labor Day. 

For those of us at the 
U.S. Department of La-
bor, every day is Labor 
Day. Thousands of people 
throughout the nation and 
here in Illinois work hard 
each day on behalf of 
working people. We help 
make sure people have ac-

cess to training programs 
and good jobs in their 
communities, and enforce 
laws that protect workers’ 
rights, wages, safety, 
health and earned benefits. 
From 2023 through June 
30, 2024, your Labor 
Department has:

Recovered $8,804,644 
in wages for workers 
whose employers failed 
to follow the law.

R e c o v e r e d 
$88,526,323 in lost em-
ployee benefits in health-
care and retirement pro-
grams.

Your federal Labor 
Department has also:

Conducted 2,225 fed-
eral Occupational Safety 
and Health Administra-
tion investigations pro-
tecting worker’s safety 
and health from Oct. 1, 
2023, through June 30, 
2024.

Issued 1,948 violations 

following Mine Safety 
and Health Administra-
tion investigations to 
protect miners on the job 
since Jan. 1, 2024.

Your Labor Department 
invested $81.5 million in 
active grants in Illinois 
that expand Registered 
Apprenticeships, 
support homeless 
veterans, safe-
ty and fund job 
training programs 
for youth, wom-
en, formerly in-
carcerated people 
and those in ru-
ral communities 
that provide skills 
workers need to 
get good-paying jobs with 
benefits.

In 2024, your Labor 
Department has estab-
lished new federal rules 
to protect workers that 
include:

An overtime rule, ef-

fective July 1, 2024,  in-
creasing to $43,888 the 
annual salary one must 
earn to be exempt from 
overtime, in most jobs. On 
Jan. 1, 2025, that increases 
to $58,656 annually and 
requires salary adjust-
ments every three years 

beginning in 2027.
A rule that bet-

ter protects work-
ers from being 
misclassified as 
independent con-
tractors and being 
denied full wages, 
benefits and pro-
tections. 

New regula-
tions  to protect 

miners from exposure to 
silica dust, a leading cause 
of lung disease and death.

Regulations that  re-
quire employers to allow 
an employee representa-
tive to accompany OSHA 
inspectors to protect 

workers’ interest.
An  H-2A farmworker 

protection final rule  that 
protects temporary mi-
grant workers from labor 
exploitation and human 
trafficking and adds safety 
requirements.

A  retirement security 
rule requiring investment 
advisers to have policies 
and procedures to avoid 
conflicts of interest and 
make sure they give in-
vestment advice in the 
best interest of growing 
and protecting their cli-
ents’ retirement funds.

Proposed a rule to re-
quire employers to protect 
workers from excessive 
indoor and outdoor heat 
exposure.

We’re also address-
ing many other critical 
issues  ‒  such as pay 
inequity, access to afford-
able childcare, workplace 
flexibility, paid leave and 

training  ‒  and working 
with employers, workers 
and local, state and federal 
leaders to build a 21st cen-
tury workforce that leaves 
no one behind. 

Your Labor Depart-
ment remains committed, 
as it has since 1913, to 
fostering, promoting and 
developing the welfare 
of working people, im-
proving their working 
conditions and enhancing 
their opportunities for 
profitable employment 
because we know when 
families succeed, com-
munities thrive, and the 
nation prospers overall. 

Ruben R. Chapa is 
Chair of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Ex-
ecutive Committee for 
the Chicago and Kansas 
City Region and Regional 
Director of the Employee 
Benefits Security Admin-
istration.  

LAND, water, air 
and space trans-
portation systems 

all consist of three main 
components: (1) vehicles, 
which enclose and protect 
the operators, cargo, and 
onboard navigation and 
control components, (2) 
Support structures, which 
are buildings used to ser-
vice and maintain the entire 
system, and (3) pathways, 
which provide feasible 
travel routes for vehicles. 
As residents of the “Hub 
City”, we are surrounded 
by complex transporta-
tion pathways which run 
through and around Ro-
chelle including roadways, 
railroads, and air routes to 
our municipal airport. Our 
city has been greatly influ-
enced by historical events 
and the development these 
transportation systems 
have created. Common 
examples include personal 
transportation systems like 
cars, trucks, gas stations, 
and residential garages; 
public systems like inter-
state and state highways, 
buses, trains, and commer-
cial airports and airplanes; 
private systems such as 
private jets and commer-
cial delivery services like 
FedEx; government sys-
tems such as Navy ships or 
the U.S. Postal Service, and 
systems which combine 
more than one and can be 
thought of as “intermodal”. 
To gain a better perspective 
of our own lives as well 

as conditions defining the 
collective good, an under-
standing of transportation 
technology systems is 
necessary. After all, we all 
use and rely on them! 

In the previous transpor-
tation article, we discussed 
how the wheel transformed 
transportation in its earliest 
days. The friction-reducing 
benefits of wheels allowed 
carts pulled by humans and 
animals to move much 
greater loads longer dis-
tances and with less effort. 
The wheel is one of the 
most influential technolo-
gies. But the wheel alone 
cannot realize its greatest 
potential — it needs to be 
combined with pathways 
that enable all the benefits 
a circular rolling hub, axle, 
and wheel system can 
provide. 

In this article we’ll 
discuss how roadways de-
veloped and provided even 
greater advances in land 
transportation systems 

The earliest forms of 
roads were mere footpaths 
traced by human and an-
imal movement. These 
paths were often simple 
dirt trails connecting set-
tlements, water sources, 
and food supplies. As 
communities grew, so did 
the necessity for more 
organized routes. The 
earliest constructed roads 
were made from packed 
earth, allowing for easier 
travel for carts and wagons. 
Ancient civilizations, such 

as the Mesopotamians, 
Romans, and Greeks, be-
gan to develop structured 
road systems. The Romans 
were particularly famous 
for their road-building 
skills. They constructed 
a vast network of roads 
(over 250,000 miles) that 
connected different parts of 
their empire. Roman roads 
were well-engineered, 
often featuring layers of 
sand, gravel, and stones 
for durability and drainage. 
The saying “All roads lead 
to Rome” stems from this 
extensive network. Around 
130 BC, the Silk Road 
was a network of trade 
routes connecting 
Asian civilizations 
in the East with 
Anglo-Saxon civ-
ilizations in the 
West. It included 
various forms of 
paths and overland 
routes that facilitat-
ed trade, culture, 
and technology 
exchange between 
civilizations. 

After the fall of the Ro-
man Empire, road mainte-
nance declined in Europe. 
Dirt roads were often 
poorly kept, leading to 
difficult travel conditions. 
However, some roads re-
mained crucial for trade, 
especially those leading 
to and from major cities 
and ports. By the 17th and 
18th centuries, turnpike 
trusts were established 
in England and America, 

allowing private compa-
nies to build and maintain 
roads in exchange for tolls. 
This led to the creation of 
improved, packed gravel 
roads. 

The next major ad-
vancement in roadbuilding 
technology, the Macad-
am Road, was named 
after Scottish engineer 
John Loudon McAdam. 
This construction method 
emerged in the early 19th 
century and was made of 
layers of small stones that 
provided a solid, drainable 
surface, leading to substan-
tial improvements in road 
quality. Petroleum-based 

additives sprayed 
on top to provided 
more durable, wa-
ter-resistant, and 
less dusty roads 
that also lasted 
longer. Macadam 
Roads were also 
very suited for long 
route in rural areas 
where paving with 
brick or stone was 

simply not possible. 
The rise of railroads in 

the 19th century shifted 
the focus of transporta-
tion aways from roads for 
horse-drawn wagons and 
motorcars and toward the 
magnificent, steam-pow-
ered locomotives, but 
roads still played an im-
portant role for freight and 
personal travel, particular-
ly in connecting rail hubs 
and in all those areas in 
between the rails. The near 

perfectly smooth surface 
steel rails provide allowed 
freight and passenger trains 
to carry incredibly large 
payloads while still only 
relying on one or two 
locomotives to haul. It 
takes only a surprising 
small amount of “push” to 
move a railroad car along 
its smooth pathway. 

The advent of the au-
tomobile in the early 20th 
century brought a new 
urgency to road devel-
opment. The Federal Aid 
Road Act of 1916 was one 
of the first pieces of legis-
lation aimed at supporting 
highway construction in 
the United States. Earli-
er, in 1912, Carl Fisher 
began one of the most 
ambitious road projects 
ever conceived – the Coast-
to-Coast Rock Highway 
– which later became the 
Lincoln Highway and was 
built over time to span the 
entire nation from New 
York City to San Francis-
co, and runs right through 
Rochelle! 

In 1956, the Federal-Aid 
Highway Act established 
the Interstate Highway 
System. This massive proj-
ect aimed to connect major 
cities across America with 
high-speed, multi-lane 
highways. The interstate 
system revolutionized 
travel, commerce, and 
suburban development. 
The Hub City is very 
unique to have Interstates 
39 and 88 intersect right 

outside of town. 
Today, road develop-

ment continues with ad-
vances in technology. 
There is an increasing fo-
cus on sustainability, smart 
road technology, and the 
integration of electric vehi-
cle infrastructure. Modern 
materials and construction 
techniques are used to 
optimize durability and 
efficiency. Reinforced con-
crete is used to build roads 
that can withstand the bru-
tal forces from semi-tractor 
semi-trailers, which often 
causes us to forget the 
benefits highways bring us 
and take them for granted. 

The evolution of roads 
from dirt paths to sophis-
ticated interstate highways 
highlights humanity’s con-
tinuous quest for improved 
mobility. As we move into 
the future the development 
of road networks will likely 
continue to evolve with ad-
vancements in technology, 
environmental consider-
ations, and urbanization, 
shaping the way people 
and goods move around 
the world. 

Kurt Wolter has studied 
and taught technology 
— including production, 
transportation, energy and 
communication — for over 
30 years. He enjoys try-
ing to better understand 
technology and its past, 
present, and future while 
also attempting journalism. 
He can be reached at tech-
nohistory100@gmail.com.

Here in Illinois, your U.S. Department of Labor has your back

Ruben
Chapa

Wolter: Development of roadways
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

OGLE COUNTY — 
Tri-County Opportunities 
Council, as the adminis-
trator of the Energy Assis-
tance Program in Bureau, 
Carroll, LaSalle, Lee, 
Marshall, Ogle, Putnam, 
Stark, and Whiteside, 
is pleased to announce 
that funds are available 
to assist income-eligible 
households with their nat-
ural gas, propane and/or 
electric bills and furnace 
assistance for inoperable 
heating systems. 

The program will begin 
taking applications on 
Oct. 1, 2024, for older 
adults (60 years+), indi-
viduals with disabilities, 
families with children 
under the age of six, and 
households that are dis-
connected from their utili-
ties, have a disconnection 
notice, or have less than 
25% in their propane tank.  
All other income-eligible 
households can start ap-
plying Nov. 1, 2024. 

Applications will be 
taken on a first-come, 
first-served basis through 
Aug. 15, 2025, or until 
funding is exhausted. If 
needed, households that 
receive a one-time ben-
efit may return during 
the program year for a 
Reconnection Assistance 
or Furnace Assistance 
benefit(s).  

Households must be 
at or below 200% of the 
federal poverty level to 
receive a benefit from 
LIHEAP.   The 30-day 
income guidelines for LI-
HEAP are based on Fed-
eral Poverty Guidelines, 
State Median Income and 
the number of persons 
living in the household.   
The income guidelines 
are as follows: 1- $2,510, 
2- $3,407, 3- $4,303, 4- 
$5,200. Go to [Agency 
website] or liheapillinois.
com to know income lim-
its for households with 5 
members and more.

The Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) pro-
vides one-time benefits 
to income-eligible home-
owners and renters to help 
with energy bills and for 
reconnection of energy 
services.   Propane cus-
tomers who are part of the 
priority group are encour-
aged to apply when the 
program opens in October.  
Propane prices typically 
increase during the winter 
months, so by applying 
early propane customers 
will see their LIHEAP 
benefit go further.

Applications will be 
taken at the following 
locations by appointment 
only at

1019 N. Main Princeton, 

Tri-County Opportunities Council announces 
start of energy assistance program

Illinois.1-888-225-2099
425 1st Ave. Savanna, 

Illinois. 1-815-273-0318
OSF Medical Center 

111 Spring St., Streator, 
Illinois. 815-673-3222

Salvation Army 516 
W. Madison St. Ottawa. 
815-434-0406

308 Civic Road La-
Salle, Illinois 1-815-223-
2333

735 N. Galena Ave. 
Dixon, Illinois 1-815-
994-4979

309 5th St. Lacon, Illi-
nois 1-309-2462200

Rock River Center 810 
S. 10th St. Oregon, Illinois 
1-815-7322907

306 N. 6th St. Rochelle, 
Illinois 1-815-562-6938

The Resource House 
102 N. 7th St. Wyoming, 
Illinois 1-309-695-2004

Main office Rock Falls, 
Illinois. 1-800-323-5434

Other options are mail-
ins, auto enroll (if appli-
cable) and emergency 
walk-ins.

To submit an applica-
tion, you MUST submit 
ALL documentation re-
quired:

Proof of gross income 
from all household mem-
bers for the prior 30-day 
period beginning with the 
date of application.

For all customers new 
to LIHEAP and/or for new 
household members of 

previous customers, proof 
of Social Security num-
bers (SSN) or Individual 
Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) for all 
household members.  In-
dividuals without a SSN 
or ITIN can still apply 
and Tri-County Opportu-
nities Council will advise 
accordingly. 

A copy of current heat 
and electric bills issued 
within the last 30 days.

A copy of the rental 
agreement (if renting) 
showing that utilities are 
included, the monthly 
rental amount, and land-
lord contact. 

Other documents may 
be needed based on your 
household situation.   If 
you have questions re-
garding this, please call 
our office. 

Please call Tri-County 
Opportunities Council 
at 800-323-5434 or visit 
the website at www.tco-
chelps.org for outreach 
locations and schedules.

Beginning Oct. 1, 2024 
income eligible LIHEAP 
customers of Ameren Il-
linois, Nicor Gas, North 
Shore Gas and Peoples 
Gas will receive a monthly 
discount on their natural 
gas bill through the new 
Low Income Discount 
Rates.  Visit liheapillinois.
com for more details.

Aug. 6 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 7 - Steve Kuhn, Sycamore, $25

Aug. 8 - Candice Jackson, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 9 - Bobbi Burke, Poplar Grove, $25

Aug. 10 - Aubrey Meinen, Davis Junction, $25

Aug. 11 - HOPE of Ogle County, $50

Aug. 12 - Sharon Walken, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 13 - Bridget Schott, Dixon, $25

Aug. 14 - Nicole Canfield, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 15 - Matt Klahn, Sterling, $25

Aug. 16 - Yazmin Nambo, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 17 - Kristina Hitzke, Rockford, $25

Aug. 18 - Judith Koelzer, Friena, Texas, $50

Aug. 19 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Aug. 20 - Terry Truckenbrod, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 21 - Joyce Bialas, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 22 - Kaylee Brown, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 23 - Carol Elliott, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 24 - Mackinzie Hamlink, Amboy, $25

Aug. 25 - Mary Sage, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 26 - Timothy Thompson, Rochelle $25

Aug. 27 - Acres Bistro, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 28 - Colonial Flowers and Gifts, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 29 - Focus House, $25

Aug. 30 - Julie Lovett, Steward, $25

Aug. 31 - Rosaelia Arteaga, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 1 - RACF, $50

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $250
CURRENT JACKPOT: $10,050

OREGON — Ogle 
County Collector Tiffany 
O’Brien wants to remind 
property owners that the 
second installment of their 
property tax bill is due 
Tuesday, Sept. 10.

Payment methods in-
clude cash, check (payable 
to Ogle County Collector) 
or credit card. In-person 
payments can be made 

at the Treasurer’s office 
located in the old Court-
house at 105 S. 5th St. in 
Oregon or at any bank in 
Ogle County. Office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday excluding 
holidays. Their mailing 
address is Ogle County 
Collector, P.O. Box 40, 
Oregon, IL 61061. Mailed 
payments must be post-

marked by the due date to 
be considered timely. Late 
payments will incur a fee 
of 1.5 percent per month 
or part of a month after the 
due date.

Collector O’Brien’s 
office is also offering the 
option of online payments. 
You may get to this site 
by going to www.ogle-
countyil.gov and then 

selecting the Treasurer’s 
department. Choose the 
Online Tax Payments link 
and click the Pay Now but-
ton. Fill in the information 
as prompted. Be sure to 
receive a payment confir-
mation for your records. 
Please note that this ser-
vice carries a fee; review 
the convenience fees prior 
to making payment.

2nd installment of property tax bill due Sept. 10
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Do not mistake a friendly face for someone you know. 
Anyone you do not know is a stranger, regardless how nice 
they seem or what they have to offer. Just because the 
person has a cute dog or tons of candy does not mean you 
can trust them. Ask for identification from anyone in uniform.
Do not walk to school or play outside alone, if you can help 
it. Strangers are less likely to approach groups of kids.
Do not go places where strangers could be lurking, such as 
empty playgrounds or abandoned buildings. Stay in busy 
areas.
Do not let your guard down. Always be on the lookout for 
strangers.
Do not make contact with strangers. Be quiet and take their 
questions and pleas for help to an adult you know and trust.
Do not panic should a stranger approach. Run to a reliable 
adult and let them know what is going on, whether a teacher 
in the parking lot, a clerk in a store or a neighbor down the 
street. If possible, take down the stranger’s license plate 
number. Should the stranger grab you, do whatever it takes 
to get away from them and attract the attention of any 
reliable adults that may be around.
Do not keep any incidents with strangers to yourself. Let 
your parents know as soon as possible so they can contact 
the police.

   chool has started, and with all of activities going on, there is no better time to discuss the danger of strangers with 
your kids. Telling them not to talk to strangers is not enough. You want to make sure they know what a stranger is and 
how to deal with them.

SS

Stranger DangerStranger DangerStranger Danger

Tailor your discussion to your kids’ ages and use role-playing to help them 
understand the gravity of the situation. Their safety is at stake!

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Here are some safety tips to
include in your discussion.

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

OCLHOUSE

From page 1

The RFD staffing ex-
pansion came due to in-
creases in emergency call 
volumes in recent years. 
Call volume went up 50 
percent between 2020 and 
2022, from just over 2,000 
calls to just over 3,000 
calls. RFD Firefighter/
EMT Ben Johnson said 
the grant funds will give 
RFD the opportunity to 
respond to that change 
in need.

Johnson said the factors 
creating increased call 
volumes are permanent. 
Increased numbers seen 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic have remained, 
and the Baby Boom gen-
eration has entered the age 
range that is the largest 
user of RFD’s emergency 
services. Two housing 
developments are also 
currently being construct-
ed on the south side of 
Rochelle. 

“This is the busiest 
fire department I’ve ever 
worked with and our call 
volume has increased 
every year that I’ve been 
here,” City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh said. “You 
have to have the appro-
priate level of staffing to 
meet those needs and help 
people.”

The grant required a 
lengthy application pro-
cess led by Chief Dave 

Sawlsville and coordinat-
ed by RFD staff including 
Lt. Jason Underwood, 
Johnson and Firefighter 
Tyler Carls. Chris Cardott 
and the city’s finance 
department provided a 
significant amount of 
data to support the grant 
application.  

Johnson said the grant 
process took 30-40 man 
hours of collecting infor-
mation and writing nar-
ratives. The grant allows 
RFD to make the new 
hires immediately and 
help with costs will be 
seen. Interested applicants 
should visit the City of 
Rochelle website at www.
cityofrochelle.net to begin 
the application process for 
testing. Applications must 
be received by Sept. 11 at 6 
p.m. Applicants will then 
move onto a written test 
and oral interview. Quali-
fications and requirements 
are listed on the website.  

“I can’t overemphasize 
how hard our staff worked 
on this,” Sawlsville said. 
This was all Lt. Under-
wood, Firefighter John-
son, Firefighter Carls, and 
Finance Director Cardott 
and her department. This 
is a need-based grant. 
You show need with the 
city’s finances. That group 
did all the work. Their 
collaboration on this was 
tremendous and it paid 
off huge.”

RFD: Department receives grant toward firefighter/EMT expansion

On Aug. 19, the City of Rochelle and the Rochelle Fire Department announced their receipt of a Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grant in the amount of $919,368 from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that will allow for the addition of three full-time firefighter/EMTs.  

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Sawlsville said the 
advertising and testing 
process will likely be 
completed by the end of 
September and then hiring 
off of that eligibility list 
will begin. 

The RFD chief said he 
anticipates call numbers 
will continue to rise. The 
fire department has sup-
plemented its staffing in 
the past with paid on-call 

firefighter/EMTs in recent 
years and will continue 
to do so, but a shortage 
of people willing to do 
that work has been seen. 
RFD has also used its 
paid on-call and part-time 
firefighter/EMT rosters 
for recruiting for full-time 
positions in the past.  

Fiegenschuh said the 
potential of receiving the 
grant was first discussed 

during the negotiations 
of the last contract with 
RFD’s union. He said the 
city owes it to its residents 
to find outside money to 
help with expanding staff 
if it can. What’s more im-
portant to the city manager 
is that RFD is able to meet 
the needs of the commu-
nity and that firefighter/
EMTs have the time and 
support they need. 

“Thanks to the folks 
who rolled up their sleeves 
and got the job done on 
this,” Sawlsville said. 
“Firefighter Johnson 
alone has brought over 
$1 million in successful 
grants to RFD. This grant 
will ensure that we can get 
firetrucks and ambulances 
out the door in the most 
efficient and safest way 
possible.”

ROCHELLE — The 
annual meeting of the 
Rochelle Community 
Hospital Association 
(RCHA) will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 5:30 
p.m. at Alfano’s Pizzeria 

& Italian Restaurant. 
The RCHA was adopt-

ed in 1965 to engage the 
community to support 
the hospital in meeting 
the healthcare needs of 
the greater Rochelle 

area. Members of the 
Association are required 
to pay a membership 
fee of $25 per year or 
$1,000 for a lifetime 
membership. You must 
be a member of the As-

sociation to attend the 
annual meeting.

Each qualified mem-
ber of the Corporation 
shall  have the right 
to attend any annual 
or special membership 

meeting of the Corpo-
ration and to take part 
in the discussion of 
any subject that may be 
properly brought before 
any such meeting of the 
Corporation.

If you are interested 
in attending the annu-
al meeting or would 
like more information, 
please contact Kim Lou-
is at 815-561-3107 or 
email klouis@rcha.net.  

Rochelle Community Hospital Association to host annual meeting Sept. 27
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LABOR DAY SALUTE

LA B O R  D a y 
weekend is wide-
ly considered the 

unofficial swan song of 
summer. Though mil-
lions of children return to 
school prior to Labor Day 
weekend, the final holiday 
of summer still marks an 
ending to the season of 
relaxation and a return to 
the hustle and bustle of life 
when the temperatures dip 
and schedules fill up.

Perhaps because Labor 
Day has become synon-
ymous with the end of 
summer, many people look 
to make the weekended 
preceding the holiday as 
fun as possible. People with 
such intentions can keep 
these tips in mind as they 
seek to plan a memorable 
Labor Day weekend this 
year.

• Wake up early if you 
intend to travel. Labor 
Day weekend should be 
memorable for all the 
right reasons and traffic is 
not one of them. A recent 
survey from the vacation 
planning experts at The Va-
cationer found that roughly 
148 million people planned 
to travel over Labor Day 
weekend in 2023, which 
makes the three-day period 
a particularly busy time to 
be on the road or in the air. If 

you intend to fly this Labor 
Day weekend, try to book 
an early morning flight to 
reduce the risk of delays. If 
you’re driving, hitting the 
road before sunrise, partic-
ularly if you’re traveling a 
long distance, can help you 
avoid traffic jams.

• Plan the weekend. 
It can be tempting to fly 
by the seat of your pants 
come Labor Day week-
end, but it’s still best to 
book excursions and even 
dinner reservations in ad-
vance. The popularity of 
Labor Day weekend and 
its status as the unofficial 
end of summer compels 
many people to get up 
and go over the three-day 
period, so theme parks, 
water parks, restaurants, 
and other attractions may 
be all booked in advance. 
Purchase tickets and make 
reservations months in ad-
vance to ensure you aren’t 
left with little to do and/or 
nothing to eat come Labor 
Day weekend.

• Create a backup plan. 
Ideally the weather will 
cooperate and Labor Day 
celebrants will be able to 
spend the entire weekend 
outdoors if they so desire. 
But weather is unpredict-
able, so it pays to create 
a backup plan in advance. 

Tips for a memorable Labor Day weekend

If you’re traveling for the 
weekend, look around for 
indoor entertainment spac-
es to spend the weekend if 
the weather is uncooper-
ative. If you’re planning 
a backyard barbecue at 
home, arrange for some in-
door activities or pick a rain 
date and let guests know. 
If the party is scheduled 

for the Saturday of Labor 
Day weekend, a Sunday 
rain date might work.

• Go with a summer 
theme. Even if the kids are 
already back in school and 
your summer family vaca-
tion is a distant memory, 
that’s all the more reason to 
revive the spirit of summer 
one last time. If hosting 

at home, a Hawaiian luau 
theme complete with a pig 
roast or a final summer 
pool party is a great way 
to send summer off before 
welcoming fall into the 
fold. Encourage guests to 
don summer attire and re-
vive your summer playlist 
to get guests in the mood. 
If you’re traveling for the 

weekend, pick a sunny, 
sandy destination so you 
can squeeze every last drop 
out of summer.

Labor Day weekend 
marks the perfect time to 
send summer off with a 
bang. Some pre-weekend 
planning can ensure every-
one has a memorable final 
few days of summer.

LABOR Day pro-
vides an oppor-
tunity to enjoy 

one last long weekend 
with fun in the sun, barbe-
cues, pool parties, and va-
cations. Although summer 
officially ends on Sunday, 
September 22, 2024, La-
bor Day typically marks 
the unofficial close of 
the summer entertaining 
and recreation season. As 
individuals and families 
prepare to fire up the grill 
or float in the pool one last 
time, they are reminded to 

heed key tips to stay safe 
and healthy.

• Fireworks may have 
been components of cele-
brations all summer long, 
but it is always best to 
leave fireworks displays 
to the professionals. Also, 
sparklers burn at ex-
tremely high temperatures 
(approximately 2,000 F) 
which is hot enough to 
melt some metals. They’re 
are not recommended for 
children to handle.

• Driving while under 
the influence of drugs or 

How to enjoy a safe Labor Day weekend
alcohol can be a recipe 
for injuries or fatalities. 
Remember, just because 
it may be legal in some 
areas to use recreational 
marijuana, doesn’t mean it 
is legal to drive under the 
influence of it. Individuals 
should leave the driving 
to a designated driver or a 
taxi or rideshare service if 
they plan to imbibe or use 
marijuana.

• Water-related injuries 
and deaths are highest 
among young children. 
The U.S. Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission 
says drownings continue 
to be the leading cause 
of unintentional death 
among children ages 1 
to 4. Extreme caution 
should be used in and 
around pools and other 
bodies of water whenever 
children are present. When 
swimming publicly, swim 
only where lifeguards are 
on duty.

• Even though summer 
is winding down, the risk 
for skin cancer remains el-
evated. Continue to apply 

sunscreen when heading 
outdoors for Labor Day 
fun.

• No one wants to leave 
a Labor Day barbecue 
with food poisoning. All 
party hosts should re-
member to keep hot foods 
hot and cold foods cold 
while entertaining and to 
remember to cook foods 
to the correct internal 

temperature. Even if a 
grilled steak looks charred 
on the outside, that does 
not necessarily mean it is 
well-done in the middle. 
Verify temperatures with 
a meat thermometer.

Labor Day closes out 
the summer season with 
a bang. It is important to 
continue to be safe while 
enjoying one last hurrah.

The RTHS Board of 
Education salutes its 

dedicated staff.

Thank you for your 
inspiration and 

dedication to all our 
students!

09012019

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

We Salute America’s 
Working People and 

Thank Our  
Employees For All 

Their Hard Work This 
LABOR DAY!

09012024

Check out our 
job postings 

today!

Boise Cascade gives a 
special thanks to our 

valued employees! Your 
dedication is greatly 

appreciated!
Enjoy Labor Day!

600 Timber Lane, Rochelle, IL
Online @www.bc.com 09042022

Thanks to our 
dedicated staff 
and teachers. 

You all make a 
difference.
ROCHELLE

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
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LABOR DAY SALUTE

LABOR Day is 
celebrated on 
the same day 

in the United States and 
Canada each year. An 
annual holiday to cele-
brate the achievements 
of workers, Labor Day 
(known as Labour Day 
in Canada), occurs on the 
first Monday of Septem-
ber each year.

Though its status as 
the end of summer is 
not technically accurate, 
Labor Day marks the 
unofficial end to the sea-
son of fun in the sun for 
millions of people across 
both the U.S. and Canada. 
That makes the weekend 
preceding Labor Day one 
of the most popular times 
to travel. Indeed, data 
from the Transportation 
Security Administration 
indicates that the Friday 

before Labor Day 2022 
was the second busiest 
travel day at U.S. airports 
that summer. Travel was 
equally popular on La-
bour Day weekend 2022 
in Canada, where the 
online booking platform 
Kayak reports searches 
for international flights 
had increased by 104 
percent compared to the 
year prior.

Labor Day weekend 
travel figures to be just 
as popular this year, so 
travelers can keep these 
tips in mind as they plan 
one last summer getaway.

• Book as early as pos-
sible. With so many peo-
ple interested in traveling 
on Labor Day weekend, it 
behooves all travelers to 
plan ahead. Competition 
for hotel rooms and other 
lodging might be steep, 

and individuals who plan 
to fly might have trouble 
finding seats on flights 
that leave during peak 
travel hours the longer 
they delay.

• Consider traveling 
by car. Air travel affi-
cionados had some good 
news and bad news as 
the summer travel season 
began in 2023. Data from 
FlightAware indicated 
that flight cancellations 
were down in 2023 com-
pared to 2022. However, 
FlightAware data also 
indicated there were an 
average of 7,000 to 9,000 
flight delays per day in 
the U.S. in the first half 
of 2023. No one wants to 
send off the last weekend 
of summer with a lengthy 
flight delay, so travelers 
who want to spend as 
much time as possible 

celebrating may want to 
drive rather than fly to 
their destinations.

• Drive during off-
peak hours. Air travelers 
must cede some control 
over when to depart, but 
drivers can pick their own 
time to hit the road. Start-
ing a trip during off-peak 
hours, such as early in the 
morning or even after rush 
hour on Thursday night, 
may enable drivers to 
avoid traffic.

• Travel light. Warm 
weather tends to linger 
into Labor Day weekend, 
so there’s no need to pack 
heavy. That’s especially 
noteworthy for air travel-
ers. The lighter travelers 
can pack for a flight, the 
less likely they will need 
to check a bag. That 
decreases the likelihood 
bags will be lost if a flight 

is delayed or canceled, 
and it also allows travel-
ers to deplane and leave 
the airport without having 
to wait around to claim 
their bags.

• Extend the trip. An 
extra day at the end of 
the trip can help travelers 
avoid the crowds on the 
way home. Parents may 
need to travel on Labor 
Day if school is already 

in session or starting on 
Tuesday. But travelers 
who have no reason to 
rush home can get an extra 
day of fun in the sun and 
travel home on a day that 
tends to be less hectic.

Labor Day weekend 
marks the unofficial end 
of summer. Travelers can 
keep various strategies in 
mind to get the most out 
of summer’s swan song.  

Labor Day weekend travel tips

1001 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle | 815-562-2030

1110 South Mulford Road, Rockford | 815-398-3879

maintainyoursmile.com

To All the Hard 
Workers, 
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RTHS Volleyball

SPORTS HUBS WIN HOME MATCH
 
The Rochelle Hub golf team defeated 
Amboy and Mendota on Wednesday. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Golf
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Rochelle wins match at Belvidere
Ohlinger-Rodeghero connection sparks Lady Hubs in season opener Monday

Senior Taelynn Rodeghero hits the ball over the net during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity volleyball match 
against Belvidere on Monday evening.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BELVIDERE — Ro-
chelle seniors Ali Ohlinger 
and Taelynn Rodeghero 
have seen their chemistry 
grow since becoming 
teammates with the VC 
United club volleyball 
program. The talented duo 
served as a catalyst for the 
Lady Hubs on Monday 
evening, when the varsity 
volleyball team traveled 
for its season opening 
match against the Belvi-
dere Bucs in nonconfer-
ence action. 

Rodeghero recorded a 
team-high 14 kills from 
the outside hitter position, 
while Ohlinger dished out 
16 assists from the setter 
spot as the Lady Hubs took 
down Belvidere 25-17, 
25-19 to start the season 
with a 1-0 record. Ohlinger 
added a team-high three 
aces for the Lady Hubs, 
who returned to the court 
for a nonconference home 
match against Dixon on 
Thursday evening.

“I thought we played 
really well as a team,” Oh-
linger said. “Our juniors 
stepped up and I think we 
have the potential to do 
really well as the season 
moves forward. I thought 
we placed the ball well. 
Our hitters found open-

ings and I thought we 
communicated well. We 
put the ball away quickly 
and we didn’t make too 
many errors… [Taelynn] 
and I know each other so 
well and that’s a big reason 
why we’re so successful. 
We do it for each other and 
not just ourselves.”

Senior libero Dempsey 
Atkinson added two aces 
for the Lady Hubs, who are 
returning multiple starters 
from last year’s roster. 
Atkinson and Rodeghero 
are both four-year varsity 
players, while Ohlinger 
enters her third year with 
the varsity team. With 
experience on both offense 
and defense, Rochelle’s 
returning players have 
their eyes set on winning 
a regional title this fall.

“I thought we did re-
ally well last season, but 
I’m excited to work with 
a new group of girls this 
season,” Rodeghero said. 
“It felt amazing to get back 
out there and we proved 
that we have what it takes 
to go really far this sea-
son. We knew we had the 
skills going in, so we had 
to focus on communicat-
ing what shots were open 
and who had which seams 
defensively…  [Ali] and I 
do club volleyball together 
which definitely helps 
our chemistry, but we’re 

always testing and pushing 
each other in the gym and 
we’re always finding new 
ways to throw the other 
team off.”

Atkinson anchored the 
Rochelle defense on Mon-
day, finishing with five 
digs. Both Rodeghero and 

Atkinson totaled seven 
service points for the Lady 
Hubs, who begin Interstate 
8 Conference action with 
a home match against the 
Sycamore Spartans on 
Sept. 17. Rochelle will be 
looking to improve on its 
conference results from 

last season, when the team 
went 3-7 for fifth place.

“At the start of the 
season, we spent a lot of 
time getting to know the 
new girls and learning 
what their strengths and 
weaknesses are so we can 
improve on those,” Rode-

ghero said. “We want to 
make sure the new girls 
are comfortable and in an 
environment where they 
can grow. I think we can 
win the conference, we can 
win the regional and we 
can go as far as our minds 
are set to.”

Hubs take third in Large Division at Rocket Invitational
Metzger medals in second and Dyer ties for fifth in tournament at Deer Valley

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEER GROVE — 
Players on the Rochelle 
Hub varsity golf team 
navigated deep bunkers 
and large greens during 
the 2024 Rocket Invita-
tional at Deer Valley Golf 
Course on Saturday, when 
the purple and white re-
corded a third-place finish 
in the Large Division with 
a score of 358.

Junior Ian Metzger led 
the Hubs in the 18-hole 
tournament on Saturday, 
shooting a 6-over-par 78 
including a 1-over-par 37 
on the back nine to medal 
in second place individu-
ally. Rochelle brought six 
players to the tournament 
including first-year soph-
omores Johnny Chadwick 
and Connor Lewis, who 
turned in scores of 104 
and 106 out of the fifth and 
sixth varsity slots. 

“We’ve seen Ian prog-
ress from being the fifth 
player in our varsity 
lineup as a freshman to 
being our number one 
player,” head coach Glen 
Mehrings said. “That’s a 
credit to his willingness 
to learn… He’s really 
trying to give himself the 
best chance at success 
every time he goes out 
there. Ian fine tunes his 
small mistakes and he 
hates repeating the same 
mistakes twice. He’s an 
honest player in that he 

looks at his weaknesses 
and he works on correct-
ing them.”

Sophomore Alex Dyer 
tied for fifth place individ-
ually, shooting a 9-over-
par 81 that featured a 
1-over-par 37 on the front 
nine. Sophomore Owen 
Carmichael fired a 95 
with 42 on the back nine, 
while senior Chris Hickey 
rounded out the varsity 
lineup with a 111. Five 
schools including Dixon, 
Sterling, Rock Falls and 
Woodstock competed in 
the Large Division on 
Saturday.

“Alex is getting smarter 
and making better choices 
on the course,” Mehrings 
said. “He’s adding more 
tools to his toolbox and 
he’s eliminating big num-
bers on his scorecard. He’s 
becoming a more consis-
tent putter and his misses 
are usually only one way. 
He’s made a similar jump 
from his freshman year to 
his sophomore year that 
Ian made from his fresh-
man year to his sophomore 
year. Ian and Alex feed 
off of each other and they 
learn from each other.”

The Rocket Invitation-
al concluded a successful 
first week of contest for 
the Hubs (2-1, 1-0 Inter-
state 8), who defeated both 
LaSalle-Peru and Freeport 
in match play. Rochelle 
returned to Fairways Golf 
Course for a nonconfer-
ence match with Mendota 

and Amboy on Wednesday 
before heading south for 
the LaSalle-Peru Invi-
tational at Senica’s Oak 
Ridge on Thursday.

“Our kids are resilient 

enough to fight back and 
they have the skills to 
make birdies,” Mehrings 
said. “We had some young 
players step into our var-
sity lineup on Saturday 

and they fought their way 
through. Johnny [Chad-
wick] had a birdie on the 
17th hole and Connor 
[Lewis] didn’t have any 
bogeys. Our sophomores 

need to play more courses 
and 18-hole tournaments 
because we need to be six 
men deep. We’re trying to 
figure out who our top six 
players are right now.”

Junior Ian Metzger receives his second-place medal after shooting a 78 during the Rocket Invitational at Deer 
Valley Golf Course on Saturday, Aug. 24. Metzger led the Hubs to a third-place finish in the Large Division.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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RTHS Cross Country

SPORTS
Johnson, Koziol lead Rochelle 
at Morris Early Bird Invitational

Runners earn medalist honors Wednesday

Junior Annaliese Koziol and freshman Tyler Johnson 
earned medalist honors to lead the RTHS varsity 
cross country teams in the Morris Early Bird 
Invitational on Wednesday evening.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MORRIS — Junior 
Annaliese Koziol and 
freshman Tyler Johnson 
each earned medalist 
honors to lead the Ro-
chelle Township High 
School varsity cross coun-
try teams on Wednesday 
evening, when the Hubs 
and Lady Hubs raced in the 
Early Bird Invitational at 
Morris High School.

Johnson turned in a 
strong performance in 
his debut with the Hubs, 
finishing 15th out of 99 
varsity runners with a time 
of 17:31.40. Junior Declan 
McGee took 28th with a 
time of 18:16.60 for the 
Hubs, who placed seventh 
out of 12 teams with 205 
points at the varsity level. 
Juniors Levi Waddle and 
Elijah Mayen ran times of 
21:01.40 and 21:13.50 to 
take 66th and 69th place.

“Tyler’s done a great 
job and his work ethic is 
tremendous,” head coach 
Dale Bergeson said. “He 
pushes other kids to do 
better and that’s hard to 
do as a freshman… We 
knew based on his work-
outs that he was going 
to have a good day and 
that’s exactly what he did. 
He ran in the 17-minute 
range on a course that was 
hot and wet. We’re really 
happy with how well he 
responded. We’ve pushed 
him in practice and we 
think we can push him 
even more.”

Koziol led the Lady 
Hubs on Wednesday eve-
ning, finishing 18th out of 
83 varsity runners with a 
time of 21:40.60. Juniors 
Rose Luxton and Mary 
Chadwick followed suit, 
with Luxton clocking in 
at 23:53.30 for 43rd place 
and Chadwick finishing 
with a time of 25:48.80 for 
62nd. Sophomore Vivian 
Worthington took 64th 
with a time of 25:49.80 
for the Lady Hubs, who 
finished ninth out of 
10 teams. Worthington 

knocked nearly four min-
utes off of her first-meet 
time from last year.

“I’m very impressed 
with how Annaliese com-
petes with other runners 
and how consistent she is 
with her times,” Berge-
son said. “She works 
really hard and she does 
everything we ask of her. 
We knew she would take 
another step forward this 
year and she’s already 
started that. We’re excited 
to see what she can do and 
where she’ll be able to go 
this year.”

Junior Johnny Morales 
and senior Brisa Zepeda 
rounded out the top five 
runners for both varsity 
teams on Wednesday. Mo-
rales finished 70th with 
a time of 21:34.80 and 
Zepeda took 66th with a 
time of 26:00.10. Wednes-
day’s race was the first of 

the 2024 season for the 
Rochelle harriers, who will 
race in the Sycamore In-
vitational at Kishwaukee 
College on Tuesday, Sept. 
3. The runners will then 
travel for the Oregon In-
vitational at Oregon Park 
West on Saturday, Sept. 7. 

“I think we’re a better 
team than we were last 
year,” Bergeson said. 
“We’re doing some re-
ally tough workouts at the 
beginning of the year and 
even with their legs being 
sore, our kids are train-
ing through these meets 
and they’re improving 
their times from last year. 
Knowing that the kids are 
going to see their times 
drop even more as the 
season progresses and the 
workouts change is pretty 
exciting. Seeing the boys 
get seventh place was re-
ally good to see.”

RTHS Volleyball

Rochelle falls in three-set thriller
Lady Hubs concede 20-25, 25-21, 22-25 loss

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
volleyball team leaned on 
its service rallies to hang 
tough during Thursday 
evening’s nonconference 
match against the Dixon 
Duchesses.

Rochelle recorded eight 
service aces and pressured 
the Dixon defense with its 
serve throughout most of the 
evening, enabling the Lady 
Hubs to extend Thursday’s 
match to a third set. But a 
combination of receiving 
errors and hitting errors from 
the Rochelle side allowed 
Dixon to take a late lead in 
the third set and ultimately 
hand the Lady Hubs a 20-25, 
25-21, 22-25 loss. 

Senior Taelynn Rodeghe-
ro totaled three service aces, 
while senior Ali Ohlinger 
and junior Emori Mickley 
each added two service aces 
for the Lady Hubs. Rochelle 
(1-1, 0-0 Interstate 8) will 
return to action with a home 
match against the Oregon 
Hawks on Tuesday evening 
at 6 p.m.

“Dixon’s a really scrappy 
team and they showed us that 
we have to be more scrappy 
and more reactive instead of 
hesitant,” head coach Molly 

Sly said. “When we get our 
serves in, we usually rally off 
a lot of points. Ali [Ohlinger] 
has a fantastic serve and both 
Taelynn [Rodeghero] and 
Dempsey [Atkinson] rally 
off a lot of points. When 
they’re on, our team feeds 
off of those three.”

Dixon controlled the 
second half of the opening 
set, forcing two Rochelle 
timeouts and stringing to-
gether a 6-0 run to take a 
24-15 lead. The Duchesses 
capitalized on mistakes by 
the Lady Hubs, who totaled 
nine receiving errors along 
with six service errors, most 
of which came in the first 
set. Despite conceding the 
opening set, Rochelle closed 
the set on a 4-1 run and car-
ried that momentum into the 
second set, where service 
aces sparked an 11-5 run 
early in the set.

“We love having this 
tough competition early 
in the season,” Sly said. 
“It helps us build mental 
strength. We were down in 
all three sets and we found 
ways to bring it back and 
make it close. We made 
them call timeouts late in 
the match and that was awe-
some to see from our girls.”

Although Dixon rallied to 
tie the second set at 12-12, 
Rochelle broke off a 6-0 

run shortly after, displaying 
strong defense both up front 
and in the back row. Juniors 
Audyn Kemp and Kyrie 
Cragin stepped up in the 
middle, combining for six 
blocks with Kemp totaling 
four blocks on her own. 
Senior Dempsey Atkinson 
added a team-high 11 digs 
to anchor the back-row 
defense.

A kill from Cragin 
clinched the second set 
for the Lady Hubs, who 
saw Mickley emerge in the 
third set with a series of key 
serves in her one rotation. 
In a back-and-forth third 
set, Dixon ultimately took 
control late, as the errors 
that hurt Rochelle early in 
the match resurfaced near 
the end. Rochelle took a 
timeout with Dixon leading 
19-15, but a short 3-1 run in 
the final moments wasn’t 
enough to prevent the Duch-
esses from taking the victory 
on Thursday.

Rodeghero led the Ro-
chelle offense with nine 
kills while adding nine digs 
on defense. Junior Meredith 
Bruns stepped up with six 
kills, most of which came 
from the right side, while 
Ohlinger chipped in six kills 
and dished out 17 assists. 
Cragin totaled three kills 
without a hitting error.

Junior Kyrie Cragin bumps the ball forward during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
volleyball match against Dixon on Thursday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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SPORTS
RTHS Golf

Hubs score home wins over Mendota and Amboy
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The Rochelle Hub varsity golf team won its home meet against Mendota and Amboy on Wednesday evening. At left, sophomore Connor Lewis hits from the fairway. At 
right, sophomore Johnny Chadwick chips out from the rough. Below, sophomore Owen Carmichael punches a shot toward the green.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Rochelle shoots season-low 164 to sweep nonconference meet on Wednesday
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Soph-
omore Owen Carmichael 
was among the young 
players who continued to 
step up for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity golf team 
this week. One of four 
sophomores in the start-
ing lineup, Carmichael 
fired a 42 out of the third 
slot as the Hubs scored 
nonconference victories 
over the Mendota Trojans 
and Amboy Clippers at 
Fairways Golf Course on 
Wednesday.

Rochelle recorded a 
season-low score of 164, 
while Mendota finished 
second with 174 and Am-
boy took third with 187. 
Junior Ian Metzger earned 
medalist honors for the 
Hubs (4-1, 1-0 Interstate 
8), carding a 1-over-par 
37 while sophomore Alex 
Dyer followed with a 
4-over-par 40. Carmichael, 
who said his chipping and 

putting were the keys to 
success on Wednesday, 
has gained both experi-
ence and confidence after 
starting on varsity during 
his freshman year.

“It feels great to win 
today,” Carmichael said. 
“The guys above me are 
really encouraging me and 
helping me out. I didn’t 
have the best start to the 
season, but I kept my 
head up and I shot a 42 
today… It was definitely a 
confidence booster know-
ing that I could play with 
the top players in my age 
group last season. I’ve 
become a lot more accurate 
with my irons and wedges. 
I’m hoping to keep shoot-
ing in the low-to-mid 40s 
and I want to keep improv-
ing my short game.”

Rochelle’s newcomers 
continued to deliver qual-
ity scores as well, with 
sophomore Connor Lewis 
carding a 45 out of the 
fifth slot while sophomore 
Johnny Chadwick added 

50 out of the sixth slot. 
Senior Jacob Ost totaled 
59 to round out the varsity 
lineup for the Hubs, who 
traveled and competed 
in the LaSalle-Peru Invi-
tational at Senica’s Oak 
Ridge on Thursday.

“We definitely needed 
some younger players to 
step into the varsity lineup 
this season,” head coach 
Glen Mehrings said. “Con-
nor and Johnny played a 
lot of golf this summer and 
they both play other sports. 
Connor’s competitive 
and he has a nice natural 
demeanor. He doesn’t get 
too excited and he doesn’t 
get too down on himself… 
Johnny has a willingness to 
learn and he takes instruc-
tion well. He and Connor 
don’t have any experience 
from last year to fall back 
on, so they’re learning on 
the fly and they’re trying 
to make corrections after 
each round.”

The Hubs are off to a 
strong start this season, 

as their lone loss came 
against Dixon by just 
one stroke. As the season 
moves forward, Mehrings 
will look for his sopho-
more players, including 
Carmichael, to continue 
shooting low scores. Ro-
chelle will resume Inter-
state 8 Conference play 
with a road match against 

the Morris Redskins at The 
Creek on Tuesday, Sept. 3 
at 4 p.m.

“Owen takes instruc-
tion really well and he 
never gets ahead of him-
self,” Mehrings said. “He 
doesn’t try to bite off too 
much with any given shot 
and he minimizes his mis-
takes. That keeps him in 

the match and he likes to 
keep his ball in play, even 
if that means punching the 
ball down the fairway and 
chipping on to the green. 
It’s great that he has the 
cognitive headspace to 
map out how he wants 
to attack the course. He 
knows what he can and 
cannot do.”
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THR CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF OGLE
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
BRYAN CAMPBELL, 
Deceased
Case No. 2024PR41

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of BRYAN CAMP-
BELL of Rochelle, Ogle 
County, Illinois. lJetters 
of Office were issued 
on July 31st, 2024 to L. 
PHILIP DAVIS whose 
address is 17 41 Paw 
Paw Road, Steward, 
IL 60553, and whose 
attorney is DAVID D. 
TESS of TESS, CRULL 
& ARNQUIST, LLC, 
P.O. Box 68, Rochelle, 
Ogle County, Illinois 
61068. 
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of the Ogle 
County Courthouse, Or-
egon, Illinois 61068, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication of 
this claim notice and any 
claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
Attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been 
filed. 
Witness, August 12, 
2024,
DAVID D. TESS
Prepared by: 
TESS, CRULL & ARN 
QUIST, LLC P.O. Box 68 
Rochelle, IL 61068 
(815)562-8754 Phone
(815) 562-3412 Fax
1awyers@tesscru11law.
com
No. 0818
(Aug. 21, 28 and Sept. 
4, 2024)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 

OGLE 
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
ASHERI CAMPBELL,
Deceased.
Case No. 2024PR42

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of ASHERI 
CAMPBELL of Rochelle, 
Ogle County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on July 31, 2024 to 
L. PHILIP DAVIS whose 
address is 1741 Paw 
Paw Road, Steward, 
IL 60553, and whose 
attorney is DAVID D. 
TESS of TESS, CRULL 
& ARNQUIST, LLC, P.O. 
Box 68, Rochelle, Ogle 
County, Illinois 61068. 
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of the Ogle 
County Courthouse, Or-
egon, Illinois 61068, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication of 
this claim notice and any 
claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
Attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been 
filed.
Witness, August 12, 
2024, 
DAVID D. TESS
Prepared by: 
TESS, CRULL & ARN 
QUIST, LLC P.O. Box 68 
Rochelle, IL 61068 
(815)562-8754 Phone
(815) 562-3412 Fax law-
yers@tesscrulllaw.com
No. 0819
(Aug. 21, 28 and Sept. 
4, 2024)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:
MICHAEL VANDER-

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

POOL,
Deceased.
NO. 2024-PR-43

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of MICHAEL 
VANDERPOOL. of 
Rochelle, Ogle Coun-
ty, Illinois. Letters of 
Office as Executors 
were issued on August 
7, 2024, to TODD MI-
CHAEL CAPES, whose 
address is 513 N. 9th 
Street, Rochelle, Ogle 
County, Illinois, and 
whose attorneys are 
Hewitt & Wagner, 1124 
Lincoln Highway, Ro-
chelle, Ogle County, 
Illinois, 61068. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of 
Ogle County, Oregon, 
Illinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no 
later than six (6) months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this claim 
notice and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the 
representative and to 
the attorney within ten 
(10) days after it bas 
been filed.
Hewitt & Wagner Attor-
neys at Law
For the Executors of the 
Estate of Michael Van-
derpool, deceased
No. 0821
(Aug. 21, 28 and Sept. 
4, 2024)

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, 
A storage facility locat-
ed at 117 Quarry Road 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on Septem-
ber 20th, 2024, at 9:00 
AM. Disposal of person-
al property shall con-
form to the terms of the 
certified notice previ-
ously mailed to the les-
see. The contents of the 
units can be previewed 
immediately prior to the 
sale.  The preview and 
sale will take place at 
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order 
they appear.
Adam Ross Espitia,  
Unit#211: Bags, ta-
ble, totes, boxes, plant 
shelve
No. 0829
(Aug. 28 and Sept. 4, 
2024)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
by the Board of Edu-
cation of Eswood Com-
munity Consolidated 
School District No. 269 
in the counties of Ogle 
and Dekalb, State of 
Illinois, that a public 
hearing regarding the 
2024-2025 school dis-
trict budget will be held 
at 5:50 p.m. on the 
23st day of September, 
2024, at Eswood Ele-
mentary School, Lind-
enwood, Illinois, 61049.   
A copy of the proposed 
budget will be available 
for public inspection in 
the school district of-
fices located at 304 N. 
Main Street, Linden-
wood, Illinois from Au-
gust 20th, 2024 through 
September 23rd, 2024, 
during regular business 
hours.  
No. 0902
(Sept. 1, 2024)

NOTICE
Haywell, LLC d/b/a A1 
Self Storage, A stor-
age facility located at 
800 20th Street & 1502 
8th Avenue Rochelle, 
IL announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on October 
3rd, 2024, at 10:00 AM.  
Disposal of personal 
property shall conform 
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously 
mailed to the lessee.  
The contents of the 
units can be previewed 
immediately prior to the 
sale.  The preview and 
sale will take place at 
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order 
they appear.

Unit#128:  Household 
items & Furniture
Unit#131:  Household 
items & Furniture
Unit#240:  Household 
items & Furniture
Unit#643:  Household 
items & Furniture
No. 0909
(Sept. 1 and 8, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD CAREDOMESTIC/CHILD CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALESALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.
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Enclosed is my $______ check for the option marked below
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O� er expires September 30, 2024

Mail form & check to: P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop o�  and pay at 211 Hwy 38 E, Rochelle, IL

www.rochellenews-leader.com

SUNDAY

79 63
HIGH

TCOC scholars named
The Tri-County Opportunity Council named its scholarship winners. Page 3

WEATHER

LOW

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           SUNDAY, AUG. 18, 2024                                 $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub soccer team kicks off fall season                   SEE SPORTS

Library holds End of Summer celebration                      PAGE 2

MONDAY

77 58
HIGH LOW

TUESDAY

77 55
HIGH LOW

WEDNESDAY

77 56
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

Vol. 105 • No. 33

134 May Mart Drive815-561-0001

• DONALD B. AND PRISCILLA J. CAMPBELL                         See page 4

• MENARDS
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INSIDE

OBITUARIES

KNOW ITTODAY

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

411 Cherry Ave
815-562-6568

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling      Water Heaters   

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Water Softeners      Drinking Water Systems   

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

   Iron Filters      Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More

Free Estimates, 24-Hour Emergency Service, Residential & Commercial, Insured & Bonded

Free Estimates, 24-Hour Emergency Service, Residential & Commercial, Insured & Bonded

621 First Avenue, Rochelle        815-562-8784

Hit a Homerun by Calling Anderson!

Hit a Homerun by Calling Anderson!

06022024

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of Education heard an update on recent facility work from District Business Manager Kevin Dale.Dale recapped work that has been done in recent months at district facilities. That work has included adding on to the parking lot at Tilton Elementary School, removing asbestos tiles in all the hallways and two classrooms at Tilton and replacing it with new tile, and a geothermal bore-field project that recently wrapped up.At its last meeting in June, the board unanimously ap-proved a resolution to issue a maximum of $11,163,432 in general obligation school bonds for renovations at Tilton Elementary School and possible future work at its other schools.The June approval was the culmination of a months-long process of securing funding for the Tilton work. The district is currently in the process of $14-16 million worth of needed renovations at Tilton School 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On Friday, Aug. 9, Focus House held its second annu-al Golf Play Day Fundraiser at Fairways Golf Course in Rochelle. The event was sold out for the second year in a  row and the course was filled with community supporters of the Rochelle organization that provides a continuum of quality services for at-risk youth.The event began with food and a shotgun start, along with a welcome by Focus House Director of Operations Brenda Mason and Foundation for Focus House Executive Director Jeni Hardin, who both thanked the golfers that took part on Aug. 9.“Things have gone amazing today,” Hardin said. “Everything has been very smooth. It can be scary to put together a huge event like this and not know how it will all go. Every team showed up, which is exciting. We can’t do what we do without our sponsors and the support of the com-munity. Rochelle and all of Ogle County really comes together to help Focus House and the foundation. 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At its monthly meeting Wednes-day, the Hillcrest Village Board of Trustees heard an update on its priority 1A water main project, which recently began.After seeing delays, contractor Elliott & Wood, Inc. is on site and installing water main and locating water service lines. The project has a $1.2 million total budget and plans to replace mains along the full length of Scott Ave-nue, parts of Errett Road and Erickson Road from Scott Avenue to Jeffrey Avenue, and parts of Jef-frey Avenue from Errett Road to Erickson Road. Those streets are in the southern and oldest part of the village. The proj-ect will be financed with an IEPA loan that will involve 50 percent loan forgiveness. 
See HILLCREST pg 3

Elementary board: Facilities update presented

Raise in substitute teacher pay approved Tuesday

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board of 

Education heard an update on recent facility work from District Business Manager 

Kevin Dale.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)after finding in a health life safety evaluation that an estimated $7.9 million worth of work is required at the school for those issues. Health life safety concerns the physical safety of the building for students and staff to occupy. Along with funding from bonds, the dis-trict is utilizing $6-8 million from its reserves for other improvements involving se-curity and spatial concerns including pick-up and drop-off areas. The work will be 

done in a three-year plan.Dale provided prelim-inary information to the board Tuesday on starting on concept design for future renovation work at Tilton School.“Moving forward, we’re still working with our architects on design over the next two years,” Dale said. “We’re looking at going out to bid for some of the renovations and new improvements by December. We have a 

committee that will soon start talking about designs and colors and we’ll put all of that together to get it out to bid to meet the timelines.”For longer-term plans at Tilton School, the district is tying in health life safety needs with recommended security enhancements and staff needs and wants, namely limited space in the building. 
See SCHOOL page 5

Focus House holds 2nd annual Golf Play Day Fundraiser

Foundation executive director: ‘Every penny goes to the kids’

On Friday, Aug. 9, Focus House held its second annual Golf Play Day Fundraiser at Fairways Golf Course in 

Rochelle. The event was sold out for the second year in a  row and the course was filled with community 

supporters of the Rochelle organization that provides a continuum of quality services for at-risk youth.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

We’re pleased and thank-ful. Any time we ask for something, someone in the community steps up. We had a lot more sponsors this year. That and selling out the event again means a lot to me.”Every dollar raised at the golf outing and in Focus House’s other fundraising work goes directly to the youth it services. Expens-

es fundraisers help cover include school supplies, costs of activities, and gas cards and food for visits with families.“Every penny goes to the kids,” Hardin said. “They sometimes come to us with nothing and no clothes or seasonal wear. Some come from broken homes and their parents aren’t active in their lives. Sometimes 

their clothes are too small or their shoes have holes in them. We always make sure they get everything they need. Pretty much anything a kid needs to get through our program successfully, that’s where the money goes.”Hardin said seeing so many of Focus House’s supporters in the same place at the same time 

meant a lot to her.“Last year I cried when I was thanking everyone,” Hardin said. “It’s just so cool to look out and just see all of these people here be-cause they want to help the kids. All of these people are here because they support Focus House. A lot of them aren’t even golfers and they come out for just a fun day. I love seeing it.”

Water main project underway

Fall 
Subscription
Special

52 Weeks for $99.99
Sunday & Wednesday Home Delivery
+  Unlimited Digital Access 

Get the scoop on holiday 
happenings and special 
offers throughout the year, 
as well as local news, 
updates, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and more!

Fall Into 
Savings

52 Weeks for $49.99
Unlimited Digital Access
Online Only

OR
SUBSCRIBE NOW
Limited-Time Offer 
52 week subscription to the Rochelle News-Leader
Offer Expires September 30, 2024
(Regular price $139.99 home delivery + digital and 
$89.99 online only)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Rees • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Brayden
Bowers

Year: Freshman
Sport: Golf

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: About two years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: How peaceful it is.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: English but I’m not sure why.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My mom because she’s super 

strong and smart.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To do something in intelligence 
with the U.S. Army because I find 

that stuff interesting.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Hawaii because of the nice 

weather.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Getting to play a lot of golf.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: I have been playing for around 
seven years with a three-year 

break during that time.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy being outdoors and 
having a good time with my 

friends.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: World Geography because I 
love to write and I get to write 

about the countries and cultures 
from around the world.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Kris Bryant because watching 
the Cubs compete for and win the 

World Series was one of my 
favorite moments in sports.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My grandpa because he’s the 
one who got me into the sport and 
he’s an avid golfer who has played 

for over 50 years.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a play-by-play 

commentator because I would like 
to watch, talk and write about my 

favorite sports.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Cancun because I know a lot 
of people who’ve been there and 

they say it’s beautiful.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy making new friends and 
getting to represent RTHS.

Abigail
Smith

Year: Freshman
Sport: Golf


