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MT. MORRIS — Ro-
chelle sculptors Mark 
and Danica Rogers again 
entered the U.S. National 
Straw Sculpting Compe-
tition in Mt. Morris, held 
Aug. 9-25 this year. 

The father-daughter 
sculpting duo have a his-
tory of competing locally 
in both straw and snow 
competitions. They’ve 
entered the Mt. Morris 
competition for a number 
of years and have entered 
snow sculpting compe-
titions in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin and Rockford.

The Rogers’ entry to 
this year’s straw compe-
tition is named “Merry 
Summerweenmas”, and 
is a summertime-themed 
Jack Skellington from The 
Nightmare Before Christ-
mas hanging a carved 
watermelon on a Christ-
mas tree.

“This summer there 
was a trend on social 
media where people were 
celebrating Summerween, 
Halloween during the 
summertime, by watching 
Halloween movies outside 
or in the pool,   carving 

watermelons instead of 
pumpkins, or making 
snacks that are Halloween 
themed,” Danica Rogers 
said. “Oregon had a down-
town Summerween event 
with activities and trick 
or treating downtown. I 
loved the idea of it, but 
unfortunately didn’t get 
around to celebrating it. 
So to tie in more summer 
elements we gave Jack 
shorts and flip flops and 
he’s hanging a jack o’ 
lantern watermelon on 
his tree.”

Mark and Danica enjoy 
planning out which parts 
of the sculpture need to be 
a different texture to stand 
out. They glue chipped 
straw to styrofoam for 
parts where a lot of detail 
is needed. Other parts are 
made of straw that’s put 
over a chicken wire form 
and wrapped with twine, 
straw put over a form and 
stapled down with chicken 
wire, and bundles of straw 
tied onto the chicken wire 
form.

“This year we had to tie 
a lot of bundles together 
for the tree to give it a pine 
needle look,” Danica said.

See ROGERS page 3

Rochelle sculptors Mark and Danica Rogers again 
entered the U.S. National Straw Sculpting 
Competition in Mt. Morris, held Aug. 9-25 this year. 

Rochelle father-daughter duo 
make another entry into Mt. 
Morris straw sculpting contest

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

BYRON — A Peca-
tonica family has opened 
up a new soft serve ice 
cream trailer located at 
204 E. Blackhawk Drive 
in Byron. Sundae Social 
opened on July 10 and its 
hours are noon to 9 p.m. 
through Labor Day. It will 
stay open until Oct. 1 and 
its hours will be 3-8 p.m. 

after Labor Day. 
The business is owned 

by Pete and Katryna Kirby. 
Katryna grew up in Byron 
and after the closure of 
Sam’s Drive-In in the city, 
the couple wanted to do 
something with ice cream 
to fill the void. 

“In the spring we ex-
plored it and talked to 
other people that work 
out of trailers like we do,” 
Katryna said. “We talked to 

the city and some private 
property owners and found 
a spot. We added tables 
and lighting. We wanted 
to make it a destination for 
kids and families. It’s been 
a hit and it’s been busy. It’s 
been great. We have two 
young kids that we want 
to teach about business and 
entrepreneurship.” 

See SUNDAE 
SOCIAL page 11

Sundae Social now open in 
Byron through September 

‘It’s been a hit and it’s been busy...’

Sundae Social opened on July 10 and its hours are noon to 9 p.m. through Labor 
Day. It will stay open until Oct. 1 and its hours will be 3-8 p.m. after Labor Day. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — A body 
found and pulled from the 
Rock River outside of Or-
egon on Tuesday morning 
has been identified as a 
missing 23-year-old Rock-
ford man, Ogle County 
Sheriff Brian VanVickle 
said. 

At approximately 11 
a.m., Tuesday the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
received information from 
an individual that was 
searching for fossils along 
the river who said they had 
located a body in the water. 
Deputies, the Oregon Fire 
Protection District and the 
Ogle County Coroner’s 
Office responded to the area 
and a body was located in 
the 4,300 block of North 
Illinois Route 2 (Oregon 

Body pulled from Rock River Tuesday identified 
as missing 23-year-old Rockford man

McGowan went missing in January 2024

address).
On Wednesday, a foren-

sic review of dental records 
was conducted by the Ogle 
County Coroner’s Office, 
and the individual was iden-
tified as Carter McGowan, 
who was reported missing 
from Rockford in January 
2024.

“The individual was in 

the water and had clearly 
been there for some time,” 
VanVickle said Tuesday. 

The area McGowan was 
found in is just north of 
Roadside Park. There are 
no homes in that area for 
“quite a ways,” VanVickle 
said. The person who locat-
ed the body was walking 
the banks.

A body found and pulled from the Rock River outside 
of Oregon on Tuesday morning has been identified 
as a missing 23-year-old Rockford man, Ogle County 
Sheriff Brian VanVickle said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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OREGON — At its 
monthly meeting Tues-
day, the Ogle County 
Board voted 18-4 with 
one member abstaining 
to approve a zoning map 
amendment that will see 
524 acres of land owned 
by Constellation Energy 
Generation rezoned from 
agricultural to industrial. 
That land is around the 
Byron Nuclear Plant. 

Board Members Dean 
Fox (R-District 7, German 
Valley), Marcia Heuer 
(R-District 8, Oregon), 
Jackie Ramsey (R-District 
4, Rochelle) and Ryan 
Reeverts (R-District 6, 
Byron) voted against the 
change. Board Mem-
ber Benjamin Youman 
(R-District 1, Davis Junc-
tion) abstained from the 
vote. 

Board Member Dan 
Janes (R-District 5, Still-
man Valley) led the pro-
ceedings Tuesday. The 
map amendment passed 
the county’s zoning board 
of appeals 3-2. Due to it 
being within 1.5 miles of 
the City of Byron, the city 
held a 5-0 vote in favor of 
the change. Marion Town-
ship voted 5-0 against the 
change.

“I checked all of the 
comprehensive plans, 
and Ogle County, Marion 

Township and the City of 
Byron denote this area as 
economic development 
areas in our comprehen-
sive plan with an industrial 
application,” Janes said.

Janes cited examples 
of data centers that have 
located in the region that 
have brought economic 
windfalls such as Meta 
and Microsoft as exam-
ples of development that 
the land’s rezoning could 
yield in the future.

A potential data center 
could help with expanding 
fiber optic access in the 
county, which has been a 
project the county board 
has been working on for 
some time.

“This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to 
engage in this,” Janes 
said. “It will generate 
millions of dollars. To 
equate it to agriculture, it 
would take 434,000 new 
acres of farmland at $50 
an acre to equivocate one 
year of a data center. We 
want to enhance economic 
development and generate 
new income. We have 
two dying landfills. The 
viability of that nuclear 
plant could probably go 
40-60 years if it had a 
continuous industry to 
feed that energy to.”

Board Member Jeff Bil-
leter (R-District 6, Byron) 
discussed the county’s 
current financial situation 

Zoning change for Byron Nuclear Plant property approved
‘This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to engage in this. It will generate millions of dollars’

that is causing it to seek 
out more income from 
economic development. 
Billeter said too much debt 
and not enough income 
is being seen, with the 
primary problem being 
outstanding debt of $2.8 
million per year in bond 
payments for the new 
Ogle County Jail for four 
more years.

The county has income 
challenges due to a deal 
it recently made with 
Constellation that saw 

the Byron Nuclear Plant’s 
equalized assessed value 
(EAV) reduced by 2.9 
percent until 2027 which 
reduces county income. 
That deal was made to 
settle a property tax dis-
pute with Constellation. 
The county has also seen 
a shortfall in income due 
to not housing as many 
federal prisoners at the 
Ogle County Jail as it 
expected to. Billeter said 
another issue being seen 
is a shortfall in landfill 

tipping fee revenue.
“This opportunity we 

have with Constellation, 
from a financial stand-
point, is an answer to a 
prayer,” Billeter said. “It 
won’t help immediately. 
But it won’t take long, 
and that income stream 
could come in to address 
our issues with the jail 
and future projects that 
are much needed.”

Byron Nuclear Plant 
Government Affairs Man-
ager Ryan Tozer thanked 

the board on behalf of its 
700 employees for voting 
for the zoning change.

Board Chairman John 
Finfrock (R-District 7, 
Mt. Morris) thanked those 
that voted for the zoning 
change as well. 

“It’s a win-win for every 
taxpayer in this county,” 
Finfrock said. “There are 
some that do not feel that 
way, but the majority of the 
people here have spoken. 
Thank you to everyone 
who worked on this.”

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Ogle County Board voted 18-4 with one member abstaining to approve 
a zoning map amendment that will see 524 acres of land owned by Constellation Energy Generation rezoned 
from agricultural to industrial. That land is around the Byron Nuclear Plant. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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The Rogers’ entry to this year’s straw competition is named “Merry 
Summerweenmas”, and is a summertime-themed Jack Skellington from The 
Nightmare Before Christmas hanging a carved watermelon on a Christmas tree.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

“Jack is also one of 
the thinnest pieces we’ve 
made so we had to make 
up for it in the detail. The 
biggest difficulty that 
we run into every year 
is time. We had a couple 
vacations planned for 
the weeks leading up to 
the due date so we had 
a lot of work to get done 
in the several days we 
were home before we 
were supposed to have it 
delivered.”

The Rogers originally 
planned to make a Medu-
sa piece for both the Mt. 
Morris event and the drive 
thru Halloween light dis-
play in Sinnissippi Park in 
Rockford. They ran short 
on time and decided to do 
something simpler. After 
the new idea started with 
a Christmas tree, Jack 
Skellington was added in 
to meet themes of summer 
and Halloween. 

Mark and Danica’s 
entry is among five new 
sculptures displayed on 
the Mt. Morris campus. 

“It’s a fun festival that 

we enjoy seeing bring in 
a crowd and we would 
hate to see it end because 
of lack of participation,” 
Danica said. “Encore! 
Mt. Morris does a great 
job and makes it a really 
special time. The outdoor 
gallery of sculptures they 
have set up at the campus 
looks really cool and they 
also run it alongside their 
Jamboree concerts that 
bring in people to the 
band shell so they can 
enjoy the sculptures as 
well.”

Entries made by Mark 
and Danica Rogers over 
the years have included 
Oscar the Grouch from 
Sesame Street, Baby 
Yoda, a 1970s troll doll, 
King Kong, the Head-
less Horseman, and the 
Ghostbusters Stay Puft 
Marshmallow man.

Danica said her favor-
ite piece would have to 
be the Stay Puft Marsh-
mallow Man, due to it 
being their biggest, most 
impressive piece because 
of its size alone. “A lot of 
hours” go into the making 
of each piece, even before 

the work with straw starts. 
The Rogers try to come 

up with pieces that will 
work in their timeframe 
that audiences will en-
joy, and then comes the 
planning, sketching and 
scaling. Mark handles the 
framing stage and then 
chicken wire is added to 
give the frame its shape. 
Then comes foam sculpt-
ing, before the straw is 
finally applied in different 
techniques. 

Mark and Danica en-
joy the process because 
it allows them to spend 
quality time together and 
bond over a task. 

“It’s a lot of fun to 
joke around and bounce 
ideas off each other of 
things we should do or 
would be funny to add,” 
Danica said. “My dad has 
four daughters and art 
and these sort of building 
projects are something 
that are more specific to 
me and him. My other 
three sisters aren’t as 
artistically inclined as we 
are so we bond over that. 
We joke around that I’m 
my dad’s favorite son.”

ROGERS: Father-daughter duo 
enters straw sculpting contest

OREGON — At the 
Aug. 13 Oregon City 
Council meeting May-
or Ken Williams swore 
Matthew Kalnins in as 
Oregon’s new chief of 
police.

Kalnins graduated from 
Oregon High School and 
earned an associate’s de-
gree from Rock

Valley College. He is 
currently pursuing a bach-
elor’s degree in criminal 
justice.

Kalnins began his ca-
reer in law enforcement 
in 2005 as a correctional 
officer at the Ogle County 
Jail. A year later, on April 
10, 2006, Oregon hired 
him as a patrol officer for 
OPD.

“Over the years, Matt 
has held various roles that 
highlight his commitment 
to public safety and com-
munity engagement, in-
cluding serving as a Taser 
instructor, OC instructor, 
control tactics instructor, 
and field training officer,” 
a press release from Ore-
gon City Manager Darin 
DeHaan said. “Matt has 
also been an active mem-
ber of the ILEAS Mobile 
Field Force.”

Kalnins has worked as 
a school resource officer, 
where he “helped foster 
positive relationships be-
tween law enforcement 
and students.” 

“I most recently was 
told another story of his 
direct positive impact on 
a student while he was 
in this role,” DeHaan 
said. “He has also been 
involved with instructing 
at the Sauk Valley Com-
munity College Police 
Academy.”

Kalnins sworn in as new Oregon 
Police Department chief

At the Aug. 13 Oregon City Council meeting Mayor 
Ken Williams swore Matthew Kalnins in as Oregon’s 
new chief of police.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Kalnins was promot-
ed to sergeant 2022 and 
promoted to deputy chief 
in 2023. Most recently 
he has served as interim 
chief of police and led 
the department during the 
extended absence of Chief 
Joe Brooks, who recent-
ly reached a separation 
agreement with the city.

“I have watched Matt’s 
career develop over the 
past 18 years,” DeHaan, 
who previously served as 
OPD chief, said. “I know 
he holds the police depart-
ment and the community 
in the highest regard. Matt 
has dedicated himself to 
making Oregon a safe 
place for our citizens, 
businesses and visitors. 
I am confident that Matt 

will continue to make 
great strides in his career 
development, and he will 
provide a positive leader-
ship role for our esteemed 
police department. I look 
forward to working close-
ly with Chief Kalnins as 
he leads the department in 
its day-to-day operations. 
2024 brings challenges 
and complexities in law 
enforcement but I am 
extremely confident in 
Chief Kalnins’ abilities 
to be overcome these with 
his team.”

In his spare time, Kaln-
ins enjoys being with his 
wife and three kids. He 
is a sports enthusiast and 
loves watching his kids 
play softball, basketball 
and flag football.

OREGON  — The 
“Those Were The Days” 
program, Saturday, Aug. 
31 at 10 a.m. at the Oregon 
Depot Museum will be 
“The Chana School 1883 
to 2003 and Beyond” pre-
sented by Connie Stauffer. 
A new power point will 
show a collection of pic-
tures from the beginning 
efforts to save the old 
1883 Chana School from 
destruction, the moving of 
the school to Oregon Park 
East, the restoration of the 
schoolhouse and the use of 
the school today. 

The Chana two-room 
schoolhouse stands as an 
example of rural education 
in Midwest America. It is 

Oregon Depot presentation Aug. 31 
to cover historic Chana School

a pure style of Italianate 
architecture. The building 
was included on The Na-
tional Register of Histori-
cal Places in 2005. It is the 
only two-room wooden 
school from Illinois on 
the National Register. Less 
than one percent of all sites 
on the National Register 

of Historical Places are 
moved buildings, so the 
Chana School holds a 
unique claim. 

For more information 
about this or other depot 
programs, call Roger Cain 
815-757-9715, Chris Mar-
tin 815-742-8471 or Otto 
Dick 815-440-0639.

The “Those Were The Days” program, Saturday, Aug. 31 at 10 a.m. at the Oregon 
Depot Museum will be “The Chana School 1883 to 2003 and Beyond” presented 
by Connie Stauffer. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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LOCAL NEWS

MT. MORRIS — Lin-
da Kay Bechtold, 76, of 
Mt. Morris, Illinois, went 
to be with her Lord on 
Sunday, August 18, 2024.

She was born on April 
4, 1948, in Oregon, IL 
to Kenneth and Mildred 
(Pettinger) Messer. She 
married Clarence E. Bech-
told at Mt. Morris EFC 
on September 17, 1967. 
She loved the Lord; her 
personal Savior, was an 
avid reader, and as a 
devoted wife and moth-
er, she loved to spend 
quality time with her 
family and grandchildren. 
She had a heart for chil-
dren and served them as 
Mother, Grandmother 
“Grammie”,  Sunday 
School teacher, Awana 
leader/director, and as 
a Paraprofessional em-

ployed by the Ogle Coun-
ty Co-op.

Linda is survived by 
her devoted husband 
Clarence; her sons, Ken 
(Michelle) of Freeport, 
IL, and Daniel (Rebecca) 
of Merritt Island, FL; 7 
grandchildren Jacob, Ni-
cole, Solomon “Kwame”, 
and Vivian of Freeport, IL, 
and Hope, Faith, and Nora 
of Merritt Island, FL; and 
one great-grandson, Jace 
of Freeport, IL; a Brother-
in-law Robert of Rock-
ford and sisters-in-law; 
Betty of Stillman Valley, 
SanDee of Rockford, and 
Thelma of Mt. Morris; and 
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
9 brothers, Gene, Bill, 
Arnie, Glenn, Charles, 
Darrell, Jim, Doug, and 

Tom.
Memorial services will 

be held on August 31, 
2024 at 11:00 A.M. in the 
Mt. Morris Evangelical 
Free Church, with Rev. 
Bruce McKenna officiat-
ing.   Burial will be held 
in Oakwood Cemetery, 
Mt. Morris, IL. Visitation 
will be held on August 31, 
2024 from 10:00 A.M. 
until service time in the 
church.

Memorials to be estab-
lished.

CHANDLER, Ariz. 
– Carol C. Frericks, 78, 
formerly of Stillman Val-
ley, Illinois, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
her loving family at her 
home in Chandler, Arizo-
na on Wednesday, August 
14, 2024.   She was born 
on December 23, 1945, in 
Rockford, Illinois to Hugh 
and Marlys (Anderson) 
Johnson.  Carol graduated 
from East High School in 
Rockford in 1963.   She 
earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Northern 
Illinois University, a mas-
ter’s degree from Lewis 
University, and completed 
post-graduate studies at 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity.  Carol was a teacher 
for the Rockford School 
District for 2 years and 
Stillman Valley School 
District for 27 years.  She 
married Eugene “Gene” 
Frericks on January 27, 
1967, at St. Mark’s Luther-
an Church in Rockford.  

They enjoyed 57 years 
of marriage together and 
raised two children.  Carol 
most enjoyed spending 
time with her family, and 
throughout her life had 
a great love for reading.  
She was a member of 
the Illinois Education 
Association and National 
Education Association.  
She is preceded in death 
by her parents.   She is 
survived and missed by 
her husband Gene of 
Chandler, Arizona; daugh-
ter Amy (Jose) Ortiz of 
Chandler, Arizona and son 
Ted (Kristen) Frericks of 
Fort Collins, Colorado; 
grandsons Jakob Frer-
icks, Alex Ortiz, Xavier 
Ortiz, Theo Frericks, and 
Charlie Frericks; sisters 
Nancy (Bill) Parkinson 
of Springfield, Tennessee, 
and Mary (Donald) Olson 
of the Florida Keys.   A 
memorial service will 
take place at Desert Cross 
Lutheran Church in Tem-

pe, Arizona on Sunday, 
September 8, 2024, at 
3pm. A live stream will 
be available at the follow-
ing: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=yzBtX-
h0AO-o.     A graveside 
service will take place 
at Emmanuel Luther-
an Cemetery in Paynes 
Point, Illinois on Sunday, 
September 15, 2024, at 
3pm with Chaplain Bill 
Lucas presiding.   In lieu 
of flowers, the family asks 
that you purchase a book 
and donate to a library of 
your choice.  Visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 
to leave a condolence or 
memory of Carol.

MT. MORRIS — Her-
man Hartle, age 89, passed 
away peacefully in his 
home surrounded by his 
family, on Wednesday 
August 14, 2024.  Herman 
was born on the family 
farm in Oregon, IL on 
June 1, 1935 the son of 
Earl & Mae (McKee) 
Hartle.   Herman married 
Gloria Stouffer on May 
19, 1956 in Mt. Morris, IL, 
where they raised 3 loving 
daughters, and Gloria 
preceded him in death on 
April 30, 2023.

Herman was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
brother: Walter Hartle, 
and sisters: Mary Dohse 
and Lois Hartle.

He is survived by 
his Daughters: Cindy 
Plac (Reggie), grand-
daughters Amanda Reed  
(Ryan), Alyssa Plac, Ash-
ley Shearrow (Caleb) 
and Allison Plac; Peggy 
Flerick, granddaughters 
Nicole Flerick, Andria 
Corlew (Carl), and Jac-
queline Carmody (Kyle) , 
great-grandchildren Mak-
ena, Addison, Declan and 
Kenneth-John ,  Colton,  
Corbin, Charlie & Joelle; 
Julie Borgmann (Dave), 

grandchildren, KelliAnn 
Baker, Nicholas Baker, 
Alec Anderson (Cinthia), 
and great-grandchildren 
Kathryn, Lillian, Aria, and 
Orianna; brothers: Dale 
Hartle , and Dewayne Har-
tle; sister: Arlene Riggs.

Herman was an active 
member of West Branch 
Church of the Brethren 
for 60 years. He then 
transferred to Mt Morris 
Church of the Brethren un-
til the time of his passing. 
He was an active member 
of the Mt Morris Loyal 
Order of Moose. Brother 
Herman was a 32nd degree 
to the fraternal members 
of the Scottish Rite of 
Free Masonry since 2014. 
For most of his career he 
worked for and retired 
from Rockford Blacktop. 
He was also employed by 
the Village of Mt Morris, 
as well as a number of 
local employers and   a 
long-time tree trimmer.

Throughout his life he 
saved many animals in-
cluding squirrels, racoons, 
owls, ducks, turtles, of 
which some became pets. 
From a young age, he had 
a love of motorcycles, in 
particular Harleys. He part 

took in hill climbs and 
even reached the pinnacle 
during 1 event. He took 
pride and pleasure from 
being with his daughters, 
grand children and great- 
grand children.

Visitation will be held 
Saturday August 24 from 
10:30 A.M. until service 
time in the Mt. Morris 
Church of the Brethren. 
Memorial service will be 
held on Saturday August 
24, 2024 at 12:00 P.M. in 
the Mt. Morris Church of 
the Brethren, with Rev. 
Rodney Caldwell officiat-
ing. A private family burial 
will be held in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Mt. Morris, IL. 

In Lieu of flowers 
please send all donations 
directly to Serenity Hos-
pice and Home (sereni-
tyhospiceandhome.org) 
1658 IL-2, Oregon, IL 
61061.

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — David L. Hen-
drickson, 89, passed away 
at St. Vincent Hospital 
of Green Bay WI, in the 
late hours of Wednesday, 
August 14, 2024.  He was 
born on July 19, 1935, at 
Rockford Memorial Hos-
pital of Rockford, IL, the 
son of Ernest & Evelyn 
(Shaw) Hendrickson.  He 
graduated Stillman Val-
ley High school in 1953.  
David served in the Navy 
reserves from 1953 to 
1955. He then went on 
to take college classes in 
machinery to further his 
career at Sunstrand of 
Rockford, IL.  He worked 
as inspector, testman, and 
millwright for 43 years 
before retiring in 1999.  
He married the love of 
his life Wanda Ludwig 
on April 24, 1955, at the 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Ashton, IL.  Over the 
next 57 years they built 
a life together and had 
4 wonderful children.  
Throughout his life Da-
vid enjoyed his work as a 
mill-rite, square-dancing 

with his wife Wanda, and 
fishing.  He worked as a 
volunteer firefighter for 
the Stillman Valley Fire 
Protection District, was 
an avid Bears fan, and was 
a member of the Wally 
Byam Caravan Club Inter-
national (Airstream).  He 
is preceded in death by his 
parents, wife, brother Dale 
(Amy) Hendrickson, sister 
Bonnie (Bob) Stremmel, 
and brother-in-law Don 
(Julia) Fromkin.  He is 
survived and missed dear-
ly by his children Susan 
Morris of Rockford, IL, 
Douglas (Judy) Hendrick-
son of Dekalb, IL, Karen 
(Arnie) Leitzinger of Al-
goma, WI, Jeffery (Amy) 
Hendrickson of Byron, 
IL; grandchildren Crystal, 
LeAnna, Micaela Mcken-
zie;; great-grandchildren 
Giana & Remi; step-great-
grandchild Chelsea great-
great-grandchild Forrest; 
sister Juila Fromkin of 
FL; brother-in-law Hiram 
Ludwig Jr.; and many 
nieces and nephews.  

Visitation hours will 
take place between the 

hours of 10:00 AM and 
12:00 PM on Friday, Au-
gust 23, 2024, at Farrell 
Holland Gale Funeral 
Home of Stillman Valley, 
IL.  A funeral service has 
been scheduled for Friday, 
August 23, 2024, at Far-
rell Holland Gale Funeral 
Home of Stillman Valley, 
IL,  beginning at 12:00 PM 
with Pastor Joy Meyers 
presiding.  David will then 
be laid to rest alongside 
his wife at Stillman Val-
ley Cemetery.  Memorial 
donations are established 
in his name and may be 
directed to the Stillman 
Valley Fire Protection Dis-
trict.  To leave an online 
condolence or plant a tree 
in his memory please visit 
www.farrellhollandgale.
com. 

FORRESTON — Jan-
et Marie Meyers, 61, of 
Forreston, IL passed away 
Monday August 19, 2024 
at home surrounded by 
her family. She was born 
March 9, 1963 in Freeport, 
IL to Herbert and Lorraine 
(Thobe) Marsh. On April 
11, 1992 she married 
William “Bill” Meyers 
at First United Method-
ist Church in Forreston. 
Janet was employed at 
FHN Memorial Hospital 
as a billing representative 
for 20 years. She was a 

member of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Forreston. Janet enjoyed 
cooking, reading, crafts, 
and shopping. Christmas 
was really special to Janet 
and she always looked 
forward to decorating the 
house and giving gifts. 
Most of all, Janet enjoyed 
spending time with her 
family, especially her 
grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
husband of 32 years Bill 
of Forreston, IL; son Josh-
ua (Kristine) Stevens of 

FORRESTON — Ei-
leen Vera Myers, 76, of 
Forreston, IL, passed away 
Friday August 16, 2024 in 
her home. She was born 
June 11, 1948 in Clinton, 
IA, the daughter of Henry 
and Gertrude (Petersen) 
Landon. Eileen married 
Eugene Myers on October 
19, 1968 in Clinton, IA. 
Eugene passed away May 
9, 2019. Eileen loved to 
connect with people and she 
was loved by everyone that 
crossed paths with her. She 
and Eugene had a love for 
flowers and fruit trees. Her 
children remember having 
all kinds of fruits around the 
house growing up. She also 
enjoyed working farmers 
markets. Most importantly 
to Eileen was her faith and 
family. She loved raising her 

children and got great joy 
from her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Eileen is survived by 
daughters, Ronda (Jeff) 
Lindsay of Lanark, IL and 
Sheila (Mike) Piper of Ohio, 
IL; son, Christopher (Sarah) 
Myers of Hartford, WI; sis-
ter, Lois McMahon of Bella 
Vista, AR; brothers, Richard 
(Mary Jo) Landon of Clin-
ton, IA and Henry (Grace) 
Landon of Albemarle, NC; 
sister-in-law Cindy (Larry) 
Schultz of Clinton, IA; 
eight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Preceding Eileen in death 
are her parents, husband, 
daughter Angela; brothers 
Everett Landon and Rob-
ert Landon; sisters Wilma 
Cochran and Mary Jane 
Cochran; and three brother-

in-law’s, Howard Cochran, 
Mike Cochran and Don 
McMahon.

Funeral services will 
be 11:00 A.M. Saturday 
August 24, 2024 at Burke-
Tubbs Funeral Home in 
Forreston, IL. A visitation 
will be held from 9:30 A.M. 
until the time of service. 
Burial will be at North 
Grove Christian Cemetery. 
A memorial has been es-
tablished for the American 
Heart Association.

Linda Kay Bechtold Carol C. Frericks

David L. Hendrickson

Herman Hartle

Janet Marie Meyers

Streamwood, IL; daughter 
Emily (Fiancé Nate Cond-
er) Meyers of Freeport, 
IL; two brothers Greg 
(Cindy) Marsh of Living-
ston, WI and Jeff (Diane) 
Marsh South Wayne, WI; 
two grandchildren Zach-
ary and Marcus Stevens; 
brother-in-law Joe Her-
rmann; and nieces and 
nephews, Tyler and Me-
gan Herrmann, Daniel and 
Jason Marsh, and Austin 
and Jenna Marsh.

Preceding Janet in 
death are her parents and 
sister Deborah Herrmann.

Per Janet’s wishes, a 
private graveside service 
will be held at West Grove 
Cemetery in Forreston, IL. 
Cremation rites have been 
accorded. A memorial has 
been established in Janet’s 
memory.

 

Eileen Vera Myers

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Kitchen closed Tue.

VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!
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VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Public  
is  

Welcome!

Public  
is  

Welcome!
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LOCAL NEWS
Obituaries

BYRON — Loretta A. 
Uhlar, peacefully went 
home to her Lord and Sav-
ior on August 15 2024, in 
Byron, Illinois, at the age 
of 78. Born on September 
23, 1945, in McConnell, 
IL the daughter of Leroy 
and Nancy (McQuerry) 
Stabenow. Loretta lived 
a life filled with love, 
faith, and an unwavering 
commitment to her fam-
ily. She graduated from 
Freeport High School. 
She married the love of 
her life, John Uhlar on 
October 3, 1964 and they 
spent 57 beautiful years 
together until he preceded 
her in death on February 1, 
2022. For over 26 years, 
Loretta dedicated herself 
to the Meridian School 
District as a custodian at 
the Junior High. Loretta’s 
culinary skills were leg-
endary among her family 
and friends, and she was 
particularly known for her 
cheesy potatoes and even 
though she loved cook-
books most of her recipes 
were in her heart and can-
not be recreated. A woman 
of profound faith, Loretta 
found solace and strength 
in her church community 
at First Baptist Church in 

Oregon where she stayed 
active and was the head of 
the social committee for 
many years. Her strong 
belief in the Lord guided 
her actions and inspired 
those around her. She 
embodied selflessness and 
kindness, always putting 
the needs of others before 
her own; living her life 
as testimony to the Lord. 
In her spare time, she 
enjoyed being outdoors; 
especially at their cabin 
in Minnesota where she 
could watch the birds and 
fish with her family. She 
loved shopping on QVC 
and enjoyed crafting and 
painting. The most import-
ant thing in her life was 
her family and she loved 
being a devoted wife, dot-
ing mother, and involved 
grandmother. She was 
someone her family could 
always count on, and she 
enjoyed every moment 
she had with them. She 
is preceded in death by 
her parents, husband, and 
siblings, Howard and De-
lores. She is survived and 
missed by her children, 
Jeff (Rhonda) Uhlar of 
Rainbow City, AL and Lu-
ann (Marvin Capps) Chap-
man of Byron; grandchil-

dren, Ashlee (Ashis) Jana, 
Chelsee Uhlar, Collin 
(Karlee) Uhlar, Zachary 
Chapman, Taylor (Fiancé 
Ayden Whaley) Chap-
man, Addison Chapman, 
Julia Capps, Jodie Capps, 
Jordan Capps, Madison 
McGee, and Malachi Mc-
Gee; great grandchildren, 
Caroline and Kennedy 
and one on the way; and 
several nieces and neph-
ews. Visitation will be 
held from 5:00 – 7:00 PM 
on Monday, August 19, 
2024 at Farrell Holland 
Gale Funeral Home in 
Stillman Valley. Funeral 
services will be held at 
11:00 AM on Tuesday, 
August 20, 2024 at First 
Baptist Church in Oregon 
with Pastor David Snow 
and Pastor Jerry Clark 
officiating. Grave Side at 
2:45 PM at Kishwaukee 
Cemetary. Memorials are 
established in her name. 

LEAF RIVER — 
Vaida June (Cain) Yelin-
ek, 94, of Leaf River, died 
Friday, August 16, 2024 
at Allure of Pinecrest, in 
Mount Morris, IL. Vaida 
was born April 19, 1930 
in Adeline, Illinois the 
daughter of Shelby and 
Olive (Kretsinger) Cain Sr. 
She graduated from Leaf 
River High School class 
of 1947. On July 8, 1949 
Vaida married Delbert E. 
Yelinek in Adeline. They 
celebrated 50 years of 
marriage. Delbert died 
November 12, 1999.

Vaida worked for The 
State of Illinois, Depart-
ment of Public Aid in 
1955 and worked there 
for 19 years. They started 
farming in 1957 which 
was a dairy farm and she 
worked both jobs feeding 
calves and working in the 

office. They retired from 
farming in 1995. She was 
a member of the Adeline 
Zion Evangelical Church 
and she enjoyed doing 
crossword puzzles and 
Sudoku.

Survivors include; one 
nephew Kenneth (Nickie) 
Lingbeck of Leaf River, 
and four nieces Debra 
(Thomas) Svoboda of 
lowa, Dana Maxwell of 
MO, Donna (Scott) Mof-
fitt, Raeford NC, and Diane 
(Mike) Hemmersbach of 
Leaf River and several 
great nieces and great 
nephews.

Vaida was preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band, brother Shelby Cain 
Jr. and two sisters Patricia 
Lingbeck and Virginia 
Maxwell and two neph-
ews Gordon and Gregory 
Maxwell.

Funeral services will 
be 11:00 A.M. Wednesday 
August 21, 2024 at Adeline 
Zion Evangelical Church, 
9106 N Cedar St, Leaf 
River, IL 61047, Pastor 
Larry Jameson officiating. 
A visitation will be held 
from 10:00 A.M. until the 
time of service. Burial will 
be at Chapel Hill Memorial 
Gardens in Freeport, IL. In 
lieu of flowers a memorial 
has been established for 
Serenity Hospice and the 
Adeline Zion Evangelical 
Church.

Loretta A. Uhlar

Vaida June (Cain) 
Yelinek

ROCKFORD – Hard 
Rock Casino Rockford 
announces genre-blend-
ing sensation  Teddy 
Swims will perform live 
Sept. 20 at 8 p.m. in the 
casino’s 2,000-seat con-
cert venue. Hard Rock 
Casino Rockford is lo-
cated immediately off the 
Interstate 90 State Street 
exit in Rockford. The pub-
lic can  purchase tickets 
beginning Friday, Aug. 
23  at  HardRock.com/
Rockford/Events  and at 
TicketMaster.

E a r l i e r  t h i s 
y e a r ,   S w i m s   r e -
leased  I’ve Tried Ev-
erything But Therapy 
(Part 1.5),  the deluxe 
edition of his acclaimed 
debut album. It includes 
four new songs plus his 
chart-conquering smash 
hit “Lose Control,” which 
recently claimed the top 
spot on theBillboard Hot 
100 chart, hit #1 at Top 
40 and Hot AC radio, 
and has surpassed one 
billion streams across all 
platforms.

Swims  recently  per-
formed  “Lose Con-

t ro l ”   on   Amer i can 
Idol  and rolled out the 
dazzling video for his 
new viral track  “The 
Door.”  On top of all 
that, Swims  is currently 
making his way through 
the U.K. and Europe on 
his mega-successful I’ve 
Tried Everything But 
Therapy tour. 

Putting in real work for 
years, a quiet, yet steady 
grind brought Swims  to 
the forefront of popular 
culture as a tried-and-
true star without com-
parison.  Teddy  started 
to gain notoriety after 
posting covers online in 
2019 — such as Michael 
Jackson’s “Rock With 
You” and Shania Twain’s 
“You’re Still The One” 
— gaining hundreds of 
millions of views, leading 
to his signing to  War-
ner Records  in 2020. 
He tirelessly honed his 
voice and songwriting 
across EPs such as  Un-
learning  [2021],  Tough 
Love  [2022], and  Sleep 
Is Exhausting [2022]. He 
showcased his sky-high 
range by collaborating 

with artists such as-
Maren Morris,  Meghan 
Trainor,  X Ambassa-
dors,  ILLENIUM, Tiës-
to,  Armin Van Buuren, 
and Matoma. He made a 
statement with I’ve Tried 
Everything But Therapy 
(Part 1)  in 2023, and 
wrapped up a prolific 
run by releasing a  Live 
Version  of the album 
alongside his band Freak 
Freely at the top of 2024.

Swims  is currently 
on the road, continuing 
his  I’ve Tried Every-
thing But Therapy Tou-
rand will perform in Hard 
Rock Live, the event ven-
ue inside the new Hard 
Rock Casino Rockford. 
The new casino boasts 
more than 175,000 square 
feet of gaming, enter-
tainment and hospitality 
space, featuring a diverse 
array of attractions in-
cluding nearly 1,300 
slots, 50 live table games 
including a poker room, a 
sportsbook, seven unique 
restaurants, and a Rock 
Shop offering authentic 
Hard Rock merchandise 
and more.

Teddy Swims to perform 
at Hard Rock Casino 
Rockford Sept. 20

SPECIALIZING IN:

•Porcelain/Fiberglass 
Refinishing/Repair
• Fiberglass Floor 
Replacement tub/shower
• 6-year warranty
• 24-hour dry time
• In business since 1998

A TUB ABOVE THE RESTA TUB ABOVE THE REST
BILL CHANCE | 815-247-8686

www.porcelainspecialists.com

Ogle County and Surrounding Area
Porcelain Specialist

*You could refinish a tub almost 5 times over for the 
cost to replace. And what you already have in your 
home is probably better quality than new.
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Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

CHANA — John Ples-
cia of Hazel Hill Orchard 
in Chana was awarded 
$22,276 for the proj-
ect, “Leaf Pellets as Soil 
Amendment, Weed Con-
trol, and Revenue Stream 
in Agroforestry.”

“We are going to collect 
fallen leaves in the autumn 
from our agroforestry 
plantings as well as lo-
cal municipalities. These 
leaves will be pelletized 
and used as a soil amend-
ment and weed control 
mulch at the project farms. 
Excess pellets can be sold 
to neighboring farms and 
homeowners,” Plescia 
said.

This grant was awarded 
as part of NCR-SARE’s 
Farmer Rancher Grant 
Program, a competitive 
grant program for farmers 
and ranchers who want to 
explore sustainable solu-
tions to problems through 
on-farm research, demon-
stration, and education 
projects. 

The focus for each of 
the NCR-SARE grant 
programs is on research 
and education. Funding 
considerations are based 
on how well the applicant 
presents the problem being 
addressed, the project’s 
relevance to sustainable 
agriculture in the 12-state 
North Central region, 
and how well it aligns 
with NCR-SARE’s goals, 
among other factors spe-
cific to each grant program.

NCR-SARE’s Admin-
istrative Council (AC) 
members decide which 

Plescia receives sustainable agriculture grant
projects will receive SARE 
funds. The AC includes a 
diverse mix of agricul-
tural stakeholders in the 
region. Council members 
hail from regional farms, 
ranches, the Cooperative 
Extension Service, uni-
versities, federal agencies, 
and nonprofits. 

Since 1988, the SARE 
program has helped ad-
vance farming systems 

that are economically 
viable, environmental-
ly sound, and good for 
communities through a 
nationwide research and 
education grants program. 
The program, part of US-
DA’s National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture, 
funds projects and con-
ducts outreach designed 
to improve agricultural 
systems.

ROCKFORD — The 
Board of Directors of Still-
man BancCorp, N.A. is 
pleased to announce Laura 
A. Baluch has joined its 
Board of Directors, ac-
cording to Martin C. Lar-
son, chairman of Stillman 
BancCorp N.A.

Laura currently serves 
as a distinguished attorney 
and partner at Barrick, 
Switzer, Long, Balsley, 
& Van Evera, LLP. She 
graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in commu-
nications from Northern 
Illinois University and a 
Juris Doctor in Litigation 
from Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School. As the first 
female partner in the 85-
year history of her firm, 
Laura has been recognized 
as a Leading Lawyer by 
Leading Lawyers Maga-
zine and was named one 
of Rockford’s “40 Leaders 
Under 40” in 2016.

Born and raised in the 
northern Illinois area, Lau-
ra currently serves as the 
president of the Stateline 

POLO — Phillip E. 
Frey, age 85, of Polo, Il 
passed away August 19, 
2024, at Serenity Home in 
Oregon, IL surrounded by 
loved ones after a coura-
geous battle with multiple 
myeloma. 

Born July 21, 1939, he 
was the eldest of three chil-
dren of Ervin and Lavonne 
(Bird) Frey. He married 
Jean (Frey) Frey on July 2, 
1966, at Emmanuel UMC 
and recently celebrated 58 
years together. 

After graduating from 
Polo High School in 1957, 
he began a 55-year career 
in farming. He enjoyed 
a life of service through 
serving on multiple com-
mittees including Emman-
uel UMC, Faith UMC, 

Lions Club, Polo School 
Board, and the Ogle Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. He also 
served in the U.S. Army 
from 1962-1964. 

He is survived and 
dearly missed by his wife 
Jean, son Jeff (Melissa), 
and daughter Jennifer 
(Lonny) Davison, grand-
children Jared (Karly) 
Frey, Seth Bothe, Karlea 
Frey, Lindsey and Wyatt 
Davison, great grandchil-
dren Paisley and Cooper 
Frey, sister Elaine Kilday, 
brother Tom (Lawana) 
Frey, and many cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. 

Services are sched-
uled for August 30th at 
11:00am at Faith UMC, 
Polo. Visitation is from 
9:30 to 11:00am with 

burial following at Chapel 
Hill Gardens, Dixon. 

Memorials may be 
directed to Ag in the 
Classroom (Ogle County 
FB), Polo Schools Foun-
dation, Serenity Home 
and Hospice, and Faith 
UMC, Polo. 

Polo Family Funeral 
Home is assisting the 
family. Please visit polo-
familyfuneralhome.com 
for a complete obituary.

Phillip E. Frey

Baluch joins Stillman 
Bank board of directors

Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors. She 
has also served on the Ex-
ecutive Leadership Team 
for the American Heart 
Association, was a former 
board member for United 

Way, and was heavily 
involved with Club Blue. 

For more information 
about Stillman Bank, 
please contact (815) 645-
2266 or visit www.still-
manbank.com.

Laura A. Baluch
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DEAR editor,
Christmas in 

July indeed! In 
many more ways than one. 
Jim Durand has an inter-
esting perspective – he 
admits that Trump is a liar 
and science denier, but so 
are Biden and Democrats? 
I do agree that my letter 
and Mr. Harp’s piece were 
beautifully timed. I would 
also add that in the same 
paper there was a great 
piece by Ron Kern spell-
ing out in wonderful detail 
some great government 
programs for farmers.

My goal here isn’t to 
convince Mr. Durand or 
others whose opinions 
are set. What I can do is 
provide my opinion, sup-
ported by facts, for 
others to read and 
do what they want 
with. 

Fact: on Friday, 
July 26, Trump 
stated at the Turn-
ing Point Actions Believ-
ers Summit “Four more 
years, it’ll be fixed, it’ll 
be fine, you won’t have to 
vote anymore, my beauti-
ful Christians.” Dictator 
words? You decide.

Fact: Republican and 
Democratic Senators 
worked together to create 
a strong comprehensive 
immigration bill – Senator 
Lankford led the Repub-
lican side of negotiations. 
This bill was supported 
by both Republicans and 
Democrats until Trump 
opposed the bill. The re-
ality is that no bill is going 
to have everything both 
parties want – legislating 
is about finding common 
ground and compromise, 
not bullying.

Fact: The 2020 election 
was a secure and fraud-

free election. There were 
61 lawsuits filed by the 
Trump campaign – 60 
were lost by Trump (one 
was an administrative is-
sue). Chris Krebs, director 
of cybersecurity for the 
Trump administration, 
made a public statement 
about the security of the 
election, then was fired 
for contradicting Trump 
(dictatorial behavior). 

When I was 15, I read 
a book called 1984 (this 
would have been back 
in 1971). At that time 
it seemed like classic 
science fiction – a good 
read, but nothing else. 
Who could imagine a 
world where people were 
monitored, history was 

changed to match 
the “reality” the 
leader wanted ev-
eryone to believe, 
and dissidents were 
punished – even 
killed. And yet, 

here we are. 
I’ve reread 1984 a few 

times since, and it now 
seems to be much more 
of a warning to me. It was 
written in 1949 by George 
Orwell following World 
War II. The rise of Hitler 
was not an overnight thing 
– it took a few years and 
he won people over. There 
were warning signs that 
were ignored. 

We now have a distinct 
contrast in this upcoming 
election – joy vs. anger, 
facts vs. lies, the future 
vs. the past. I didn’t think 
we would see a choice (or 
a contrast) like this in my 
lifetime. Put on your seat-
belts – the next 11 weeks 
are going to be a wild ride!

Linda Pottinger
Oregon

VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be cho-

sen for publication, but the use of any mate-
rial is at the discretion of management. All 
letters must be signed or they will not be 

considered for publication. During election 
times, no letters written by the candidates 

endorsing themselves will be considered for 
publication. Editing may be necessary for 

space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, 
but ideas will not be altered. Writers are 

urged to use discretion and refrain from sar-
casm or personal attacks.  Criticism of indi-
viduals or organizations that is not broached 
tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a 
letter. Letters will be published in the order 
that they are received, unless there is a time 

factor involved, space permitting.

Bill Donovan

Evan
Hultline

DEAR editor,
Shining Star 

Children’s Ad-
vocacy Center has served 
children and teens affect-
ed by child abuse and 
violent crimes in Ogle 
and Lee Counties since 
2002.  Shining Star CAC 
utilizes a multidisciplinary 
approach to assist 
law enforcement 
and DCFS on child 
abuse investiga-
tions.  Shining Star 
CAC provides child 
forensic interviews, 
court and commu-
nity advocacy services, 
as well as individual and 
group therapy services.  
We are fortunate to re-
ceive Ogle County 708 
Mental Health funds to 
help provide mental health 
services in Ogle County.  
Our Ogle County office 
allows children and teens 

a close location to be able 
to receive mental health 
services that are trauma fo-
cused, and allow children 
to heal from what they have 
experienced.  We encour-
age everyone to follow the 
Ogle County Community 
Mental Health 708 Board 
Facebook page for updates 

from all the agen-
cies Ogle County 
708 Mental Health 
provides funding 
for.   For more in-
formation on Shin-
ing Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center 

please visit our Facebook 
Page “Shining Star Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center” 
or our website at  www.
shiningstarcac.org.

Jessica Cash
Executive director, 

Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center

IN most of the na-
tion, all you need to 
do is to step outside 

to feel one of the deadliest 
hazards: extreme heat. So 
far in 2024, the dangers of 
heat illness have killed 34 
workers nationally both 
indoors and out.

In July, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor announced 
publication of a proposed 
rule to reduce the signifi-
cant health risks for work-
ers exposed to hazardous 
heat in outdoor and indoor 
settings.

As heat sets new records 
across the nation, the risks 
people face on-the-job are 
also on the rise, especially 
in summer months. Each 
year, dozens of workers 
needlessly lose their lives 
and thousands more suffer 
illnesses related to hazards 
that, sadly, are most often 
preventable.

As  OSHA moves 
through the required reg-
ulatory process to develop 
a new regulation that 

keeps workers safe from 
the dangers of heat, the 
agency will use its current 
authority to hold employ-
ers responsible when they 
fail to protect workers. It 
includes OSHA’s power to 
stop employers from ex-
posing workers to immi-
nent workplace dangers.

Since 2022, the agency 
has conducted heat-re-
lated inspections 
under  i ts   Na-
tional Emphasis 
Program – Out-
door and Indoor 
Heat-Related Haz-
ards. The program 
allows OSHA to 
proactively in-
spect workplac-
es where heat-related 
hazards are common to 
prevent workers’ need-
less injuries, illnesses or 
deaths. Since it began, 
the program has led to 
more than 7,000 federal 
heat-related inspections.

So far in 2024, the 
dangers of heat illness 

have resulted in over 100 
heat related inquiries 
from workers both in-
doors and out for the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration’s 
Chicago Region that in-
cludes Illinois.

OSHA is also making 
inspections a priority in 
agricultural industries 

where temporary, 
n o n i m m i g r a n t 
H-2A workers 
a re  employed 
seasonally. These 
workers can be 
especially vulner-
able, often with 
language barriers, 
less control over 

living and working con-
ditions and lack of time 
to acclimatize to the heat.

Federal law requires 
employers to protect peo-
ple from all workplace 
dangers, including heat 
exposure. When heat 
is a concern, employ-
ers must  -  at a mini-

mum - provide adequate 
cool water, rest breaks 
and shade or a cool rest 
area. New employees or 
those returning to a high-
heat workplace should be 
given time to gradually 
get used to working in hot 
temperatures.

As we celebrate Labor 
Day, let’s remember that 
these protections must be 
applied equally to every 
worker. A safe and health-
ful workplace is every 
worker’s right, regardless 
of the color of their skin, 
the language they speak, 
socio-economic status, 
or their gender. No one 
should have to risk their 
safety, health, or life for 
simply going to work. 
America’s workers de-
serve to return home at 
the end of their shift in 
the same condition they 
began it. 

Bill Donovan is the 
OSHA Regional Admin-
istrator for the Chicago 
Region.

ENVIRONMEN-
TAL challeng-
es have always 

driven innovation and ad-
vancement in agriculture.

From extreme drought 
leading to enhanced seed 
genetics and flooding 
resulting in prescriptive 
fertilizer applications, 
farmers have pivoted their 
practices and adapted their 
operations to continue pro-
ducing food, fiber and fuel.

We face another driving 
force with nutrient runoff 
and the hypoxic zone in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and 
producers have respond-
ed by deploying a range 
of conservation practices 
across their farms.

Practices like no-till, 
strip-till, cover cropping, 
buffer strips, wood chip 
bioreactors and others are 
all playing a significant 
role in keeping nitrogen 
and phosphorus in the soil 
and out of our freshwater 
supplies.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l -
ly-sound practices like 
these are the foundation of 
Illinois farmers’ continued 
commitment to implement 
long-term solutions that 
protect our nation’s water 
supply and improve soil 
health.

Illinois Farm Bureau 
has supported that com-
mitment by distributing 
more than $1.17 million 
for 150 conservation proj-
ects in 75 counties through 
its Nutrient Stewardship 
Grant Program, which 
began in 2015.

In fact, farmer conser-
vation efforts in Illinois 
have led to measurable 
progress in reducing total 
nitrate loss and shrinking 
the size of the Gulf of 
Mexico’s hypoxic zone.

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency Hy-
poxia Task Force reported 
last December that Illinois 
was one of 12 states to 
meet interim nitrogen 
goals for 2025 by reduc-
ing total nitrogen loss by 
20%. The 2023 Illinois 
Ag Retail Survey also 
found that in 2022, across 
917 Illinois fields, 
24% of corn and 
44% of soybeans 
were no-till. Cover 
crops were found 
on approximately 
9% of fields in fall 
2021, and while 
49% of respon-
dents reported 
fall application of 
anhydrous, 97% of the 
producers reported use of 
an inhibitor to reduce the 
potential for leeching.

These indicators sug-
gest significant progress 
toward meeting the goals 
outlined in the Illinois 
Nutrient Loss Reduc-
tion Strategy. While the 
conservation efforts of 
individual farmers are 
important, we cannot 
overlook the value of 
moving the needle through 
a collaborative approach.

A leader in this space 
has been Ohio Farm Bu-
reau, which partnered 
with the state’s environ-

mental community and 
government agencies in 
2019 to launch H2O-
hio, a statewide initiative 
aimed at improving the 
water quality of Lake 
Erie and the surrounding 
Western Lake Erie Basin 
by reducing nitrogen and 
phosphorus loads.

Backed by $270 million 
in state money, and with 
the support of groups like 
the Ohio Environmental 
Council, one element of 
the H2Ohio program is a 
mix of financial incentives 
for farmers in the basin to 

deploy conserva-
tion practices that 
align with specific 
field conditions.

For each on-
farm practice, like 
planting cover 
crops and devel-
oping a nutrient 
management plan, 
farmers can earn 

a per-acre payment that 
stack together on the same 
acre. Specific practices, 
such as strip tilling or 
applying manure in lieu 
of chemical fertilizer, 
can also result in higher 
payments.

The flexibility within 
H2Ohio for Ohio farmers 
to use a menu of voluntary 
conservation practices tai-
lored to their farms led to 
2,400 producers enrolling 
1.4 million acres in volun-
tary nutrient management 
plans in fiscal year 2023, 
representing about 35% of 
the basin.

Altogether, those ef-

forts have resulted in re-
ducing phosphorus loads 
in Lake Erie by 232,000 
pounds in 2022, and by 
more than 315,000 pounds 
in 2023.

The willingness and un-
derstanding of all parties 
in Ohio to take ownership 
and investment in the re-
sponsibility and value of 
clean water and healthy 
soil leaves some of us 
green with envy — and 
not just algae.

A similar opportunity 
for this kind of collabo-
ration exists in Illinois, 
where producers have 
demonstrated their serious 
commitment to conserva-
tion practices and made 
meaningful investments 
to protect the environment. 
The state-level $5-per-acre 
crop insurance discount 
for planting cover crops 
has proven an effective 
first step. Illinois farm-
ers across the program’s 
five years have enrolled 
nearly half-a-million total 
cover-cropped acres and 
annually exceed the pro-
gram’s acreage cap.

Imagine the progress 
we could make if armed 
with additional state con-
servation incentives.

Evan Hultine is the 
Illinois Farm Bureau vice 
president. This story was 
distributed through a co-
operative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

Letter: Put on 
your seatbelts

Letter: Shining Star 
receives mental 

health funds

Protecting Illinois workers from heat is a hot topic

Collaboration key to moving the needle on conservation

MOMENTS IN TIME
* On Sept. 9, 2021, Tom 

Brady became the first 
player in NFL history to 
start 300 regular season 
games as he guided the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers to 
an opening day 31-29 win 
at home over the Dallas 
Cowboys.

* On Sept. 10, 1813, 
U.S. Captain Oliver Haz-
ard Perry led a fleet of 
nine American ships to 
victory over a squadron of 
six British warships at the 
Battle of Lake Erie during 
the War of 1812, in the 
first unqualified defeat of 
a British naval squadron 
in history.

* On Sept. 11, 1885, 
British author, essayist 
and poet D.H. Lawrence 
made his debut on the 
world stage. Best known 
today for his novels “Sons 
and Lovers,” “Women in 
Love,” “The Rainbow” 
and “Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover,” Lawrence was 

also once notably accused 
of being a British spy, 
while “Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover” stood trial with 
its publisher for obscenity 
(both were acquitted).

* On Sept. 11, 1941, 
Charles Lindbergh’s Des 
Moines speech, which 
advocated a position of 
nonintervention and was 
met with outrage in many 
quarters, accused the Brit-
ish, Jews and FDR’s ad-
ministration of pressing 
for war with Germany.

* On Sept. 12, 1977, 
Steve Biko, a strong an-
ti-apartheid activist and 
founder of the Black 
Consciousness Movement 
in South Africa, was killed 
in an African prison while 
in police custody. Two 
decades later, five former 
police officers confessed 
to the murder and applied 
to the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission for 
amnesty, but their request 

was denied in 1999.
* On Sept. 13, 1926, the 

Post Office Department 
sent a memo to its 25,000 
railway mail clerks con-
taining an order to shoot to 
kill any bandits attempting 
to rob the mail, following 
an ever-increasing number 
of thefts. They also issued 
a statement saying that if 
the robberies continued, 
the Marines would be 
again called in to protect 
the mail.

* On Sept. 14, 1985, 
“The Golden Girls,” a 
popular American sitcom 
about the adventures of 
four single, older women 
sharing a home in Miami, 
premiered on NBC. The 
series ran for six seasons 
-- with each of its titular 
characters earning an 
Emmy for their role -- and 
also won two Primetime 
Emmy Awards for Out-
standing Comedy Series 
and three Golden Globe 

Awards for Best Televi-
sion Series. 

* On Sept. 14, 1741, 
George Frideric Handel 
completed his oratorio 
“Messiah,” which was 
originally an Easter of-
fering. Mesmerizing au-
diences ever since its first 
performance in Dublin, 
Ireland’s Musick Hall the 
following April, it remains 
a beloved feature of the 
Christmas season more 
than two centuries later.

* On Sept. 15, 1830, 
William Huskisson, a 
British statesman, finan-
cier and member of Par-
liament, was run over and 
fatally injured by Robert 
Stephenson’s pioneer-
ing locomotive Rocket. 
Though he’s commonly 
known as the world’s first 
widely reported railway 
passenger casualty, the 
actual first such death 
had occurred nine years 
earlier.
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FREEPORT — State 
Senator Andrew Chesney 
(R-Freeport) is bringing 
his Community Connec-
tions Tour to Stephenson 
County on Aug. 28 with an 
event in Freeport. Joining 
the Senator as a co-host for 
the meeting is Stephenson 
County Board Chairman 
Scott Helms.

“This will be my fifth 
Community Connections 
meeting in the 45th Senate 
District, with previous 
events held in Genoa, 
Rockton, Machesney 
Park, and Savanna,” 
Chesney said. “Every 
event has been well-at-
tended and I am expecting 
another large turnout in 

Freeport on the 28th.”
The meeting will run 

from 5:30–7 p.m. at the 
Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau Building at 210 
W. Spring St., Freeport. 
Co-hosted by Stephenson 
County Board Chairman 
Scott Helms. A town hall 
meeting format will be 
utilized. Chesney will 
provide a brief update 
on the completed 2024 
legislative session, but the 
majority of the time will 
be reserved for a question 
and answer session.

“I will talk about the 
budget and some other 
bills that passed this year, 
and then Chairman Helms 
and I will field questions 

from those who attend 
the forum,” Chesney 
said. “I look forward to 
talking with community 
members about issues that 
are important to them and 
invite everyone who lives 
in and around Freeport to 
attend.”

Additional Community 
Connections meetings 
have been scheduled for 
Sept. 11 in Elizabeth (Jo-
Daviess County), and on 
Oct. 12 in Oregon (Ogle 
County). For additional 
information about these 
meetings, please contact 
the Chesney office at 
(815) 232-0774 or email 
Lori at lyates@sgop.ilga.
gov.

Chesney to bring Community Connections 
Tour to Freeport on Aug. 28

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — A 
miniature bull got loose 
on a neighborhood street 
in Hillcrest on the after-
noon of Sunday, Aug. 18, 
Dave and Brenda Wetzel 
of Hillcrest Avenue said.

The Wetzels were home 
when they saw a neighbor 
was being visited by a 
friend with a livestock 
trailer. The bull started 
to get upset in the trailer 
when something got stuck 
on his head. When the 
owner opened the small 
door to the trailer to help 
him, the bull pushed him 
out of the way and got 
out of the trailer and into 
the street and later into 
a neighbor’s yard, Dave 
Wetzel said.

“There were three sides 
of fence there and a few 
of us got out there with 
the trailer and eventually 
got the bull calmed down 
and got him back into the 
trailer,” Dave Wetzel said. 
“He charged me twice, but 
he didn’t get me. The first 
time he almost got me. 
It was close, probably a 
couple inches. We finally 
got him calmed down 
and eating grass and we 
talked to him and got a 
little rope around his neck. 

Three of us got him in the 
trailer and back home. It 
was pretty exciting have a 
big bull out there running 
around in a backyard.”

Nobody was hurt in 
the incident, including the 
bull, a Belted Highland 
Cross mini bull named 
Bentley. 

“He probably weighed 
close to 1,000 pounds,” 
Dave Wetzel said. “The 
owner lives in Amboy. 
They sent us a picture 
when they got home and 
unloaded him. They were 
really happy we were 
there to help when he got 
out. It was kind of a freak 
thing. He got something 
on his head and the owner 
wanted to make sure he 
didn’t hurt himself or the 
trailer. The bull saw the 
door open and thought he 
was home.”

Brenda Wetzel said 
nine neighbors in total 
got involved to try to help 
with the loose bull. The 
owner was only in the 
village with the trailer 
and bull for a few minutes 
to show it to a friend’s 
family. 

The Wetzels have lived 
at their Hillcrest Ave-
nue home for 41 years. 
They’ve had an experi-
ence with a deer running 
through their yard and a 

Neighbors band together to return loose bull to its trailer in Hillcrest
‘We’ve never seen anything like it in our neighborhood’ 

A miniature bull got loose on a neighborhood street in Hillcrest on the afternoon of Sunday, Aug. 18, Dave and 
Brenda Wetzel of Hillcrest Avenue said.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

chicken in their garage, 
but nothing like a loose 
bull. 

Dave Wetzel said the 
neighbors didn’t get po-
lice or animal control 
involved, because, “there 
wasn’t really any time for 

that.”
“There were three of 

us in the backyard,” Dave 
Wetzel said. “I was pretty 
much the only one he ac-
tually chased after. He was 
just running around for a 
while and then calmed 

down. I’m from Southern 
Mississippi so I kind of 
understand the language 
bulls have. We could tell 
he was really upset to start 
with. We just kept talking 
to him and got him calmed 
down and led him back to 

the trailer. And then we 
all took a big breath. The 
owner had just bought it 
that day. That was his first 
experience with that bull. 
It’s a mini bull, but he was 
full grown and had a full-
grown attitude.”

OREGON — Meals 
made easy and for a great 
cause! Have you been 
searching for a way to 
make dinner preparation 
simple? We have a great 
opportunity for you to 
take a night off from 
cooking.  This is also a 
great gift idea as well. 

Order 10 delicious 
meals that have been 
prepared & frozen for 

your convenience. Each 
meal serves 3-5 people; 
meals include pulled 
pork, pulled pork mac & 
cheese, chicken bacon 
ranch pasta, smoked pork 
tenderloin, chicken & 
biscuits, ham & beans, 
swiss steak, chuckwagon 
beans, Hawaiian chicken, 
and broccoli cheese soup. 
Is your mouth watering?

The cost for the ten 

meals is $195 cash/check 
or $200 credit card. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the 
Ogle-Carroll Ag in the 
Classroom Program. 
There are two ways to 
order:

1. Mail your name, 
phone number, number 
of meal sets (they come 
in a set of 10 meals), 
and payment to 811 S. 
Clay St., Mt. Carroll, 

IL 61053.  Make checks 
payable to Ogle-Carroll 
Ag Partnership (OCAP).  

2.  You can order on-
line at  go.illinois.edu/
freezermeals

Place your order by 
noon on Friday, Sept. 6. 
Meal pick-up is Sept. 26 
from 3-5 p.m. at the Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion office, 421 W. Pines 
Road, Oregon.   Please 

contact the office at 815-
732-2191 or e-mail char-
bm@illinois.edu with any 
questions.

Agriculture in the 
Classroom (AITC) is a 
statewide educational 
program with lessons 
offered to kindergarten 
through eighth grade. Its 
goal is to help students, 
teachers, and the gen-
eral public gain greater 

awareness of the role of 
agriculture in the econ-
omy and society. Ag in 
the Classroom is offered 
through the University of 
Illinois Extension Ogle 
County in partnership 
with Ogle County Farm 
Bureau, Carroll Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, Ogle 
County Soil & Water, 
and Carroll County Soil 
& Water.

Freezer meal fundraiser to benefit local Ag in the Classroom program

Evangelical Free Church of Mt. Morris 
donates to firehouse project

Bruce McKanna, pastor of the Evangelical Free Church of Mt. Morris, left, presents 
a check for $2,230.01 to Mt. Morris Fire Foundation President Sue Druschel and 
Foundation Treasurer Bob Dewolfe. The church hosted concessions at the Friday 

Night Jamboree on Aug. 9, with 100 percent of the proceeds going to the Fire 
Foundation toward a new firehouse. At far right in the front row is firefighter/
paramedic Frank Harenza. In the back row, left to right are Lt. David Hoffman, 

Foundation Trustee Ed Baker, FF/EMT RG Hough, Deputy Chief Mark Lewis, and 
Paramedic Andy Bostic. (Courtesy photo)

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
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OREGON — Illinois 
4-H volunteers empower 
and prepare youth for suc-
cess as the program relies 
on over 6,000 volunteers 
to fill key leadership and 
mentoring roles.  Annette 
Martin was recently hon-
ored by Illinois 4-H for 
her selfless dedication to 
the University of Illinois 
Extension 4-H youth de-
velopment program.

In 2024, 70 individuals 
were inducted into the 
Illinois 4-H Hall of Fame.  

Illinois 4-H honors and 
celebrates extraordinary 
4-H alumni, volunteers, 
and former 4-H staff. 
Those inducted have a 
track record of exem-
plary service to 4-H or 
outstanding career and 
community achievement 
and were nominated by 

county University of Illi-
nois Extension staff. Each 
inductee receives a com-
memorative Hall of Fame 
medallion at the Illinois 
State Fair 4-H Alumni 
& Volunteer Celebration 
events.

“Annette’s commit-
ment to Ogle County 4-H 
is exceptional, as she has 
taken on the leadership 
role of the Carefree 4-H 
Club while also volun-
teering extensively. She 
teaches a beef session 
at Ag Awareness Day, 
encourages kids to par-
ticipate in local and state 
fair carcass shows, and 
graciously hosts 4-H Fed-
eration and club campfires 
at her home. Annette is 
always willing to lend a 
helping hand at events, 
and her family is a familiar 

presence in the beef barn. 
Recently, she has joined 
the goat committee and 
assisted with shows,” said 
Jodi Baumgartner, 4-H 
program coordinator in 
Ogle County.

“Volunteers are the 
heart of the Illinois 4-H 
Youth Development pro-
gram, embodying the 
spirit of dedicated service 
that nurtures the growth of 
our future leaders,” said 
Patricia McGlaughlin, 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension specialist. “Their 
unwavering commitment 
and selfless contributions 
empower our youth to 
learn, thrive, and make a 
positive impact on their 
communities. Volunteers 
help youth find their spark 
and help build our next 
generations.”
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All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Tonia Holland

700 IL Route 72 E • Leaf River • 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

COMPLETE 
FEED & 
RUSTIC 
RELICS

SP
EC

20
18

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote  
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

09
26

20
16

For All Your Insurance Needs.

JONES FUNERAL HOMES
Ask us about our guaranteed 

prearrangement contracts.
DIXON

204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

AMBOY
303 E. Main St.

857-2611
Patrick R. Jones, Jr. CC2018www.thejonesfh.com

09262016

2-Way Radio 
Communication

We are an 
authorized dealer of

Icom & Kenwood 
radio equipment

09
26

20
16

–Emergency– 815-734-4838

FULL SERVICE GARAGE
Computer Diagnostic • Brakes • Tires

Oil Change • Transmission Care
We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

CC2018

815-561-2181
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle

www.rochellehospital.com

09262016

Burgers-Wings Appetizers-& More
115 S. Wesley Ave  815-734-4110

www.maggiesonline.com

Aug. 29: The Polo Farm-
er’s Market will be held at 
South Division Avenue just 
north of Knie’s Appliance 
and TV on Thursdays 3-6 
p.m. Vendors include Deuth 
Meats, Earl-E Green Gar-
dens, Ewe and Me Acres, 
Ferguson Farm, Ivan’s Farm 

(Marian), Vera’s Crafts, and 
more!  (through October 
during good weather).

Aug. 31: Come and 
join us at Byron’s Hairy 
Cow Farmers Market on 
Saturday, Aug. 31  from 8 
a.m. to noon!  Featuring 
seasonal produce, baked 

goods, perennials, honey 
and a large variety of crafts.  
We have more vendors 
than ever before this sea-
son.   We look forward to 
seeing everyone! For more 
information or to become a 
vendor, please contact Taryn 
Bradley at (815) 985-6042, 

by email at  craftlab23@
gmail.com or at the Byron’s 
Hairy Cow Farmers Face-
book page.

Oct. 5: The Oregon 
High School Class of 2004 
will hold its 20-year class 
reunion on Oct. 5 at The 
Hunt Club in Oregon from 

5-8 p.m.
Oct. 27: A Kids Pumpkin 

Hunt will take place at the 
Rochelle Wildlife Conser-
vation Club on Oct. 27 at 2 
p.m. Join in for a pumpkin 
hunt throughout the club for 
pumpkins of all shapes and 
sizes and enjoy a pumpkin 

decorating table at the end 
of the hunt. 

Admission is free, but 
please RSVP. There’s 
pumpkins for everyone to 
enjoy. The event is open to 
the public. RSVP by calling 
815-761-9809 or emailing 
rwcc_bod@hotmail.com. 

Ogle County 4-H volunteer Martin inducted 
into Illinois 4-H Hall of Fame

Annette Martin was recently honored by Illinois 4-H for her selfless dedication to 
the University of Illinois Extension 4-H youth development program.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Ogle County Democrats enjoyed participating in the Lincoln Highway 
Heritage Festival Parade on Sunday, Aug. 18. We gave out American flags and 

candy to children enjoying the parade. The crowds were wonderful with lots of 
cheers and clapping. (Courtesy photos)

Ogle County Democrats participate in parade
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DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

OREGON — On Aug. 
14 at approximately 12:18 
a.m. deputies initiated a 
traffic stop at the inter-
section of North Illinois 
Route 251 and Dutch Road 
for a traffic violation. 
Upon further investigation 
deputies arrested Dilxon 
Usiel Jiminez Roda, 19, 
of Rockford, for driving 
with no license. Roda 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
he was booked, released, 
and provided a notice to 
appear.

On Aug. 15 at 8:54 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on South 
4th Street at Webster Street 
in the town of Oregon. As 
a result deputies arrested 
Ryan D. Holifield, 34, of 
Rockford for aggravated 
driving while license 
revoked, driving while li-
cense revoked, two counts 
of possession of controlled 
substance, possession 
of ammunition with no 
FOID, and improper con-
tainer/driver. Holifield 
was additionally issued 
citations for a taillight 
violation and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Holifield was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail. 
Due to the Pretrial Fair-
ness Act, Holifield did 
not meet the criteria to be 
detained, and was released 
on a notice to appear with 

a future court date.
On Aug. 15 at 10:50 

a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at the in-
tersection of Main Street 
and North Street in Cres-
ton. As a result of the stop, 
Pedro Roberto Basulto 
Loera, 41, from Rochelle 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license, no vehicle 
insurance, and suspended 
registration.  Basulto was 
given a notice to appear 
for a later court date. 

On Aug. 17 at ap-
proximately 10:29 p.m. 
deputies attempted to 
stop a purple Kawasaki 
500R sports bike travel-
ing southbound on North 
Mulford Road from East 
Crill Road. The Kawasaki 
fled at speeds in excess 
of 90 miles per hour and 
disregarded a stop sign. 
After a short pursuit, the 
Kawasaki lost control and 
crashed at the intersection 
of North Kilbuck Road 
and East Royster Road. 
Deputies made contact 
with the driver, Anthony 
J. Doyle, 20, of Linden-
wood. Doyle was treated 
by Monroe Center EMS 
and New Milford EMS 
personnel and transported 
to a local area hospital with 
minor injuries. Doyle was 
placed under arrest for 
aggravated fleeing and 
eluding and was released 
on a notice to appear with 

a court date set for early 
September. Doyle was ad-
ditionally cited for fleeing 
and eluding, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
disregarding an official 
traffic control device, 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident, and 
speeding 35+ miles per 
hour over the speed limit. 

On Aug. 18 at approxi-
mately 8:03 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
West Illinois Route 64 
and North Illinois Route 
26. After an investigation, 
Larry D. Parsons II, 55, of 
Polo, was placed under 
arrest for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Parsons was also cited 
for speeding. Parsons was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail before he 
was released on a notice 
to appear.

On Aug. 19 at 2:28 p.m. 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to the 
Rolling Meadows Trailer 
Park in regards to a do-
mestic disturbance. As a 
result, Raul Alexander Ri-
vera- Gomez, 20, of Davis 
Junction, was arrested for 
domestic battery. He was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond.  

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

POLO POLICE REPORT
POLO — On Aug. 19 at 

2:56 p.m. Austin R. Klapp, 
22, Mt. Morris, was cited for 

operating an electronic com-
munication device while 
driving.  Klapp was issued 

a citation and released. All 
individuals are considered 
innocent until proven guilty. 

MT. MORRIS — Pre-
mier Creedence Clearwater 
Revival tribute band  For-
tunate  Sons  return to the 
Mt. Morris Band Shell on 
Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. to take us 
on a nostalgic ride back in 
time to the heyday of CCR. 
Based in Chicago, The For-
tunate Sons tour nationally 
and internationally to keep 
the tradition of CCR’s 
timeless music alive. Us-
ing original vintage gear 
and instruments, accurate 
costumes, and spot-on 
musical ability, The Fortu-
nate Sons instantly conjures 
up the full experience 
of seeing Creedence in 
their prime. Anyone  for-

tunate enough to see them 
perform here the last three 
years will heartily agree 
that this truly is a do not 
miss concert!  

Concessions for the 
night are provided by ven-
dors including Maxson’s 
Manor, who will be serving 
chili, hot dogs, nachos, 
pulled pork sandwiches, 
cole slaw, chips, hand-craft-
ed fudge, cookies, and 
drinks.

Grandpa’s and Just 4 Fun 
Ice Cream will be there as 
well, all starting at 6 p.m.

The Campus will be 
extra festive with many 
straw sculptures on display 
from the ninth annual com-

petition.
Other attractions will 

be available on either side 
of the Bandshell during 
the concert. Encore’s Old 
Sandstone Art Gallery 
features a show and the new 
location of the Mt. Morris 
Historical Museum will 
also be open in the newly 
renovated College Hall.

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of Mt. 
Morris, two blocks south 
of Illinois Route 64 on 
Wesley Avenue and enjoy 
the  free  classic rock and 
roll concert.

Fortunate Sons to play Mt. Morris Aug. 30
Premier Creedence Clearwater Revival tribute band Fortunate Sons return to the 
Mt. Morris Band Shell on Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON — This free 
three-week grief class led 
by Pastor Dana Cox will be 
held Sept. 10, 17 & 24 from 
10-11:30 a.m. at Serenity 
Hospice & Home, located 
in Oregon at 1658 S. Illi-
nois Route 2. Please call 
815-732-4111 to register. 

Following a significant 
loss, it’s normal to feel 
overwhelmed and disori-
ented due to the sudden ab-
sence of a loved one. The 
initial one to two years of 
grieving can be incredibly 
painful and bewildering. 
During this time:

Shock may persist for 

weeks or months, causing 
a distorted sense of time.

Feelings of power-
lessness, confusion, and 
ineffectiveness may arise.

Difficulty concentrat-
ing and accomplishing 
tasks may be experienced.

Mood swings and errat-
ic behavior might occur.

Crying and clinging 
to the belongings of the 
deceased person may 
happen.

Vivid dreams and per-
ceived communications 
from the departed person 
may be encountered.

Doubts about the future 

and the ability to move 
forward may arise.

Despite these challeng-
es, it’s crucial to recognize 
that these reactions are part 
of the grieving process. 
While the early stages of 
a significant loss can be 
daunting, this class can 
provide support. Based on 
the book of the same name 
by renowned grief coun-
selor, Dr. Alan Wolfelt, 
we will learn six essential 
steps that can help make 
our days during deep grief 
a bit more manageable. 
Please call 815-732-4111 
to register.

Serenity to host 3-week grief class Sept. 10-24

BYRON — The Byron 
Forest Preserve Board of 
Commissioners has two 
upcoming board com-
missioner openings; the 
openings are four-year 
terms. Persons interested 
in seeking a position as 
a member of the Byron 
Forest Preserve District 
Board of Commissioners 
should go online to www.

oglecounty.org, click on 
Departments, County 
Clerk, Elections (on left 
side of page), Consoli-
dated Election – April 2, 
2025, Petition Packets 
and Forest Preserve to 
get the necessary forms or 
pick them up at the Jarrett 
Prairie Center, 7993 N. 
River Road, Byron. The 
board consists of five 

members.  
Petitions must be filed 

between Nov. 12-18, from 
8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
in the office of Kitra Ross, 
Local Election Official, 
located at the Jarrett Prai-
rie Center, 7993 N. River 
Road, Byron.  The office 
will be open until 5 p.m. 
on the last day of filing. 

BYRON — Persons 
interested in seeking a 
position as a trustee for 
the Byron Fire Protection 
District should pick up a 
candidate packet at 123 
N. Franklin St., during 
the hours of 8-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
or print the required doc-
uments from  the Ogle 
County Clerk’s website: 
https://www.oglecounty.

org/departments/coun-
ty_clerk/elections.php.  
Trustee terms are six-
years and two position are 
available; additionally, 
two four-year positions 
are also available. Packets 
will be available Aug. 20.  

Completed packets 
are to be filed in the 
same location beginning 
Nov. 12 through Nov. 
18 during the hours of 8 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (office 
is closed Saturday and 
Sunday).  Packets will 
be accepted until 5 p.m. 
on Monday, Nov. 18.  For 
more information, please 
contact Michele Trzcins-
ki-Ramos in the District 
Office at 815-234-4911, 
ext. 4470 or contact the 
Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office at 815-732-1110.  

Petitions for Byron Fire Protection 
District’s Board of Trustees available

Byron Forest Preserve announces 
board of commissioner openings

DAVENPORT, Iowa 
— Braelyn Velez of Polo 
has been accepted for 
enrollment for the 2024 
summer trimester in the 
General Science, Bache-

lor of Science program at 
Palmer College of Chiro-
practic’s Main Campus in 
Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic,  the first and 

largest college in the chi-
ropractic profession, has 
campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Califor-
nia; and Port Orange, 
Florida. 

Polo’s Velez accepted for enrollment 
at Palmer College of Chiropractic
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OREGON  — The 
2024 Ogle County 4-H 
Senior Master Showman 
winner was Cooper Al-
derks from Carefree 4-H 
Club. The runner-up was 
Gwen Hall of Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club. Other senior 
participants ages 14–18 
included Ayden Alderks, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club; 
Boone Alderks, Carefree 
4-H Club; Max Thurow, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club; Levi 
Eden, Carefree 4-H Club; 

Blakelynn Swanson, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club; and Rob-
bie Thurow, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club.

The 2024 Ogle County 
4-H Junior Master Show-
man winner was Grady 
Poliska of Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club. The runner-up was 
Addison Yordy, Leaf Riv-
er Busy Beavers. Other 
junior participants ages 
8-13 included Eralynn 
Wiltfang, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club; Emree 

Wiltfang, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club; Blake 
Frisbie, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club; Jaxon Alderks, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club; Lucas 
Thurow, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club; Katelynn Adams, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club; and 
Joey Thurow, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club.

Each participant had 
to show a pig, steer, and 
sheep to earn the title. 
Showmanship is based on 
the knowledge of the spe-

cies; how the participant 
shows the animal, follow-
ing directions, moving 
the animal, setting up, 
stopping, control and 
safety of the animal, and 
the attention given to the 
judge and animal; and the 
appearance of the club 
member, clean and neat, 
prompt, alert, confident, 
and courteous. 

Congratulations to 
each of these individuals. 
The winner of the Senior 

Master Showmanship 
winner won a belt buckle, 
a $100 cash award, and 
the opportunity to attend 
the Master Showmanship 
contest at the Illinois State 
Fair. The senior runner-up 
won a $50 cash award. 
The Junior Master Show-
manship winner won a 
belt buckle and a $50 
cash award. The junior 
runner-up won a $25 cash 
award. 

Hackbar th  Fa rms 

sponsored cash awards. 
Maplehurst Farms, Inc. 
sponsored belt buckles.

4-H is an informal 
youth education program 
conducted by University 
of Illinois Extension.  U of 
I Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment.  If you 
need reasonable accom-
modations to participate 
in 4-H, contact the Ogle 
County Extension staff at 
815-732-2191.  

Master Showmanship Contest held at Ogle County 4-H Fair

Cooper Alderks (top left), Carefree 4-H Club showing his steer at the Master Showmanship Contest on Saturday, Aug. 3 during the Ogle County Fair. Above at right, 
Garrett Hackbarth, with Hackbarth Farms, LLC provides the Junior Division winner, Grady Poliska, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club his award at the 2024 Master Showmanship 
Contest on Friday, Aug. 3. Below at left, Hackbarth provides Gwen Hall, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club, her cash prize as the Ogle County 4-H Master Showmanship Contest for her 
second-place win in the senior division. Below at right, Hackbarth provides Cooper Alderks, Carefree 4-H Club his first-place award and cash prize for winning the 2024 
4-H Master Showmanship Contest.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Do not mistake a friendly face for someone you know. 
Anyone you do not know is a stranger, regardless how nice 
they seem or what they have to offer. Just because the 
person has a cute dog or tons of candy does not mean you 
can trust them. Ask for identification from anyone in uniform.
Do not walk to school or play outside alone, if you can help 
it. Strangers are less likely to approach groups of kids.
Do not go places where strangers could be lurking, such as 
empty playgrounds or abandoned buildings. Stay in busy 
areas.
Do not let your guard down. Always be on the lookout for 
strangers.
Do not make contact with strangers. Be quiet and take their 
questions and pleas for help to an adult you know and trust.
Do not panic should a stranger approach. Run to a reliable 
adult and let them know what is going on, whether a teacher 
in the parking lot, a clerk in a store or a neighbor down the 
street. If possible, take down the stranger’s license plate 
number. Should the stranger grab you, do whatever it takes 
to get away from them and attract the attention of any 
reliable adults that may be around.
Do not keep any incidents with strangers to yourself. Let 
your parents know as soon as possible so they can contact 
the police.

   chool has started, and with all of activities going on, there is no better time to discuss the danger of strangers with 
your kids. Telling them not to talk to strangers is not enough. You want to make sure they know what a stranger is and 
how to deal with them.

SS

Stranger DangerStranger DangerStranger Danger

Tailor your discussion to your kids’ ages and use role-playing to help them 
understand the gravity of the situation. Their safety is at stake!

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Here are some safety tips to
include in your discussion.

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

OCLHOUSE
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& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Lawncare
Landscaping

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming 

& Planting
Mulching

Forestry Cutting
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From page 1

“One day they’ll help 
with it. We have some high 
school and college kids that 
staff it for us now. We’re 
grateful to have such a 
great crew.”

Sundae Social will be in 
the same location with the 
same hours next summer 

as well and plans to be a 
mainstay at its venue for 
the community. The work 
is being done by the Kirbys 
on top of their regular full-
time jobs. Katryna works in 
public relations and social 
media and Pete works in 
construction. 

“It’s a lot with our kids 
and our full-time jobs,” Ka-

tryna said. “We want it to be 
a learning opportunity for 
our kids. I’m hoping they 
get entrepreneurial spirit 
out of it. We just started it 
this year and we were able 
to get it open.”

Katryna said the feed-
back from the community 
on Sundae Social has been 
positive. With her work 

background, she wanted to 
make the business some-
thing that attracts social 
media attention and word 
of mouth. 

“We’ve heard great 
comments from the com-
munity,” Katryna said. 
“They like having a spot 
to go with their families 
besides bars. We’ve heard 

good responses and met 
some great people. We’re 
so grateful.”

Sundae Social chose to 
stick with soft serve ice 
cream due to the commu-
nity being used to it with 
Sam’s Drive-In. It has a 
special Sundae of the Week 
that it announces each 
Sunday.  

“The support from the 
community means a ton,” 
Katryna said. “It takes a lot 
of time, tears and frustration 
to start a business. We’ve 
learned a lot and we’ve met 
great people. We wanted 
something unique for the 
community and something 
to make people happy and 
keep them coming back.”

SUNDAE SOCIAL: New ice cream shop open in Byron through September
The business is owned by Pete and Katryna Kirby. Katryna grew up in Byron and after the closure of Sam’s Drive-In in the city, the couple wanted to do something with 
ice cream to fill the void. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BYRON – Get ready to 
pedal into fun with Pedal 
Bike Ride, the newest 
addition to Winnebago 
and Byron’s entertainment 
scene. We are thrilled 
to announce the grand 
opening of our party bike 
rental service, offering an 
innovative and exciting 

way to celebrate special oc-
casions and enjoy the com-
pany of friends and family.  
Pedal Bike Ride provides 
a unique and eco-friendly 
party experience with our 
custom-designed party 
bikes. These fully-equipped 
bikes feature comfortable 
seating, a built-in sound 

system, and ample space 
for refreshments, making 
them perfect for birth-
days, corporate events, 
and casual get-togethers. 
Whether you’re planning 
a festive ride through 
downtown Winnebago, 
Byron or a leisurely tour 
of local hotspots, our par-

ty bikes are designed to 
deliver fun and laughter.  
“We are excited to bring 
this new and vibrant ac-
tivity to the Winnebago 
and Byron communities,” 
Robb Firch, owner of Pedal 
Bike Ride, said. “Our goal 
is to offer an unforgettable 
experience where people 

can connect, celebrate, 
and explore their town 
in a whole new way.”  
Pedal Bike Ride offers 
flexible rental packages 
to suit a variety of needs, 
from hourly rates for spon-
taneous outings to full-day 
rentals for larger events. 
Our friendly and profes-

sional team is dedicated 
to ensuring each ride is 
enjoyable and hassle-free.  
For more information on 
rentals, pricing, and avail-
ability, please visit our 
website at  https://pedal-
bikeride.com or contact us 
at (815) 289-6666 / pbr@
pedalbikeride.com. 

Pedal Bike Ride announces grand opening of party bike rentals in Winnebago and Byron 
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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SUBLETTE — A man 
was rescued from a grain 
bin in Sublette on Aug. 
21, a Sublette Fire Depart-
ment press release said.  
On Wednesday, Aug. 21, 
at 11:59 a.m., Sublette Fire 
and EMS were dispatched 
to 1519 Sublette Road for a 
male trapped in a grain bin. 
While enroute, the de-
partment requested assis-
tance and equipment from 
MABAS TRT Teams 18 

(Lee/Ogle) and 25 (La-
Salle/Bureau), along with 
Amboy Fire Department, 
Advance EMS of Dixon, 
Inc., OSF Life Flight, Sub-
lette Farmers Elevator Co., 
Maplehurst Farms, and 
Althaus Brothers Farms. 
“Upon our arrival we found 
the patient trapped up to 
his waist in corn approx-
imately 10-15 feet down 
in a 25-foot grain bin,” the 
press release said.  ‘”The 

Man rescued from grain 
bin in Sublette Aug. 21 

incident was very technical 
and dangerous in nature 
and took approximately 
two hours and 48 min-
utes to successfully and 
safely rescue the patient.” 
Once rescued, the patient 
was taken by OSF Life Flight 
Helicopter to Saint Anthony 
Medical Center for evalua-
tion and released later on. 
“Thank you to all of the first 
responders, law enforce-
ment, dispatchers and local 
farmers whom seamlessly 
worked together to help 
ensure a successful opera-
tion,” the press release said. 
“We have trained for these 
types of in incidents and 
thank you for the commu-
nity support in providing 
us the equipment needed 
to succeed. We are lucky 
to live in a small commu-
nity with so many caring 
people and neighbors.” 

A man was rescued from a grain bin in Sublette on Aug. 21, a Sublette Fire 
Department press release said.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
An impromptu reunion of the Stillman Valley High School class of 1955 was held 
on Aug. 7. Present were: Richard Strohman, Millie (Groenhagen) McCoy, Richard 

Yankus, Dolores (Blobaum) Brooks and Judy (Kuntzelman) Kuntzelman. Unable to 
attend were Wes Lewis, Gene Schulze, Richard Van Vleet and Les Grueben - who 

passed away on Aug. 16. (Courtesy photo)

Impromptu SVHS Class of 1955 reunion held
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Oregon girls golfers win Eastland Invitational, boys compete at Byron Tiger Shootout
The Oregon High School varsity girls golf team carded a 438 and won the Eastland Invitational at Lake Carroll Golf Course on Saturday, Aug. 17. Sarah Eckardt earned 

medalist honors with a 95, while Aniyah Sarver fired a 100 to finish as the runner-up. Above at left are members of the Oregon girls golf team. Above at right is Oregon 
golfer Tucker O’Brien taking a swing during the Byron Tiger Shootout, where the Hawks finished seventh with a score of 370. (Courtesy photos)
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Each offi  ce is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

2144 Swarts Road Dixon 
NOW $260,000

Call Jessica
Welcome to your own private paradise on this sprawling 
3-acre farmette. This stunning property features a spacious 
2600 square foot home with 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths, 
perfect for growing families or those who love to entertain. 
Outdoor enthusiasts will delight in the included motocross 
track, detached garage, carriage house, and machine shed 
- providing ample space for all of your hobbies and storage 
needs. The farm animal pasture is ideal for those looking 
to raise livestock or simply enjoy the peace and tranquility 
of country living. After a long day of work or play, unwind in 
the hot tub on the back patio, schedule your showing today!

9201 N Raven Crest Lane Byron $675,000 Call Boone or Jamie
Welcome to an exquisite retreat nestled on 1.76 acres of beautifully landscaped property. This stunning 4-bedroom, 3.5-bathroom home offers nearly 5,000 square feet of luxurious living 
space, blending modern updates with timeless charm. Located in the peaceful and sought-after Cascio Crest neighborhood of the Byron area, this property promises the ultimate in comfort, 
convenience, and style. As you step inside, you’re greeted by gleaming wood fl oors that fl ow throughout the main level, setting the tone for the impeccable craftsmanship and attention to 
detail found in every corner. The updated kitchen is a chef’s dream, featuring a bevy of high-end GE Monogram appliances including a range, a warming tray, and a panel-ready refrigerator. 
Large Peachtree windows surround your delightful breakfast nook, offering a view of the playful wildlife as you enjoy your morning coffee and allowing natural light to fl ood into the home. 
While the four season room offers a cozy space to relax year-round. A gas fi replace adds warmth and ambiance to the main living area, creating an inviting atmosphere for gatherings or 
quiet evenings at home. The primary bathroom boasts dual sinks, a tile shower, and a soaking tub, leading directly into spacious his-and-hers closets. In the lower level, you’ll discover a 
fully equipped wet bar and plenty of space for recreation, along with three additional bedrooms. A spacious concrete patio extends along the entire length of the fully exposed basement, 
offering seamless indoor-outdoor living. The exterior of this property is equally impressive. A spacious composite deck overlooks the meticulously maintained grounds, with mature oak 
trees providing shade and privacy. The lower patio is wired for a hot tub, offering the perfect spot to unwind and enjoy the serene surroundings. For those who require ample storage or 
workspace, the property features an oversized three-car attached garage with durable Poly aspartic/polyurea fl ooring, as well as a 30x60 detached heated garage with a 10-foot door-ideal 
for storing recreational vehicles or setting up a workshop. A new roof has been installed on both the house and the detached building, ensuring durability and peace of mind. Whether you’re 
looking for a tranquil retreat or a place to entertain in style, 9201 N Raven Crest Lane is a rare fi nd that offers the best of luxury living in a picturesque setting.

NEW 
LISTING

420 W Meadows Drive Freeport 
NOW $100,000

Call Rebecca
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! Over 5,000 fi nished square feet in this 
Morton building plus an attached 2,000 square feet greenhouse that 
has an above ground pool! Formerly, Brooke’s Barks & Recreation, 
the possibilities are endless with this location which includes front 
reception area, several offi ces, kitchenette, 2 bathrooms, and a 
laundry area. There is also a large room with TSR fl oor coating that 
is open and could easily be divided into additional workspace or 
storage space. Another bonus is that the property is ADA compliant. 
1.07 acre lot that includes large fenced in area off the front of the 
business and a parking lot with parking for 20+ cars. A quick closing 
is possible. Call for your showing today!

703 S Second Street Oregon 
NOW $99,000

Call Carla
Enjoy your summer days on your own 
covered front porch! Tons of character 
through out in this stately three bedroom 
one bath 2 story in Oregon. Large 
bedrooms, large living room with huge 
dining room! Easy back alley access 
for your outdoor projects. Close to city 
parks!

751 Golden Prairie Drive Davis Junction $249,900 Call Erin
Stunning home in Harvest Glen Subdivision! This spacious 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom gem offers a sprawling 
layout perfect for both relaxing and entertaining. Step into the heart of the home—a bright and airy open 
kitchen that fl ows seamlessly into the living area, making it ideal for gatherings. The charm continues with a 
separate formal dining room, perfect for hosting those special occasions. The primary features an en suite 
with double vanity and walk in shower and closet. The massive unfi nished basement offers tons of storage 
and endless potential—think extra living space, a home gym, or even a personal theater. Don’t miss your 
chance to make this fantastic property your own! With a new roof in Oct 2023, all cracks in the foundation 
recently epoxy sealed, driveway, garage and sidewalk lifted and resealed and each repair having a 
transferable lifetime warranty, you are free from worry and can focus on making the home yours!

307 N Seminary Street Mt Morris $117,000 Call Jenn Goley
BEDROOMS UPSTAIRS UPDATED! HUGE BACKYARD! This beautiful 3 bedroom with 
1.5 baths is close to downtown Mount Morris. Located on a big lot this property boasts a 
well-maintained yard, two car garage and a shed. Both shed and garage are wired for 220 
usage. Inside there is a cute kitchen attached to a large family room with an eat in area. 
The fi rst fl oor also has a den, bedroom and half bath. Upstairs has a huge bathroom and 2 
bedrooms that have been updated with new white trim, new lights, fresh paint and outlets.

403 N 6th Street Oregon $189,000 Call Rebecca
Welcome to Your New Home in Quaint Oregon, Illinois! Discover the charm of this well-maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
ranch-style home, nestled in highly sought-after north Oregon. This one-owner home offers an open-concept living space, 
perfect for both everyday living and entertaining. The kitchen is the heart of the home, featuring beautiful oak cabinets, a pantry 
closet, dishwasher, and all essential appliances. A door from the kitchen leads to a covered back porch, where you can relax 
and enjoy your partially fenced backyard-ideal for outdoor grilling and peaceful mornings. The main fl oor master suite includes a 
walk-in closet and an en suite bathroom with double sinks. Two additional cozy bedrooms and a full bathroom offer ample space 
for family or guests. The full basement includes a rough-in for a third bathroom, providing endless possibilities for expansion-
whether you envision a home theater, gym, or extra storage. This home is equipped with central air, new water softener, new 
roof, and new garbage disposal. The manicured, weed-free, lawn has been professionally maintained. The attached 2-car 
garage, with side service door, adds to the convenience. The prime location means you’re just a short walk or bike ride away 
from downtown Oregon and the beautiful Fairgrounds Park. Enjoy the best of community living in this vibrant neighborhood.

1107 E Route 64 Oregon $449,000 Call Rebecca
NEW ROOF WITH 50 YEAR SHINGLES, GUTTERS AND SOME FRESH EXTERIORE PAINTING 
AT THIS COMMERCIAL PROPERTY WITH OVER 9,000 SQUARE FEET OF FINISHED SPACE ON 
A 1.36 ACRE LOT! Prime real estate location located on Route 64 just east of beautiful, downtown 
Oregon. Currently used as a retail space, this property has fresh neutral paint and epoxy coated fl ooring 
throughout. The main fl oor is open and has a great deal of square footage along with a his and hers 
bathroom. There is a fi nished loft area that previously served as offi ce space. Partial basement with a 
half bathroom and egress windows. There is a large parking lot with plenty of parking spaces along with 
additional land for expansion of the building or parking area. Currently well & septic with city water/sewer 
at the lot line. Bring your ideas as the possibilities are endless with this building and location!

720 Mission Court Freeport $185,000 Call Jamie
Discover the charm of this 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom ranch, tucked away in a peaceful cul-de-sac 
within an established neighborhood. This centrally situated home boasts a generous amount 
of living space. The main level features a spacious living room complete with a beautiful stone 
wood-burning fi replace, all three bedrooms, convenient main fl oor laundry, and two bathrooms. 
The lower level presents a sizable family room, another wood-burning stone fi replace, a full 
bathroom, and an extra kitchen that’s ideal for hosting gatherings. Storage is plentiful throughout 
this residence. New Furnace/AC 2020, Siding and Gutters replaced in 2022; Roof replaced in 
2016. The backyard provides a serene, park-like environment, perfect for savoring your morning 
coffee or watching the children play in the expansive yard.

803 Gale St Oregon $184,900 Call Carla
Stop the car and check this one out! This true 4 bedroom ranch with 1.5 baths 
offers a huge family room, gorgeous kitchen, hardwood fl ooring throughout. 
Loads of living space plus additional room in the full basement. This delightful 
move in ready home is just a few blocks from Oregon schools and conveniently 
located close to parks and trails.

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 

PRICE

NEW 

PRICE

NEW 

PRICE



MONDAY, AUG. 26, 2024SECTION B • PAGE 2 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

LOCAL NEWS
Oregon golf teams 

take on Hinckley-Big 
Rock

The Oregon High 
School varsity boys golf 
team defeated Hinck-
ley-Big Rock 183-232 
on Thursday, Aug. 15. 
Brogan Wilkinson led the 
Hawks with a team-low 42 
to earn medalist honors. 
Nole Campos and Jackson 
Messenger each fired 44 in 
the win. 

Oregon’s JV boys and 
varsity girls golf teams 
played a nine-hole scrim-

mage since Hinckley-Big 
Rock did not have a team 
for either match. Sarah 
Eckardt led the girls with 
a 52 and Toni Withers 
followed with a 53. Tucker 
O’Brien led the JV boys 
team with a 50.

Ogle County boys golf 
teams battle at Byron 
Tiger Invitational

Byron High School 
hosted the Byron Tiger 
Invitational at PrairieView 
Golf Club on Saturday, 
Aug. 17. Byron finished 
second with 337, while 

Forreston finished fourth 
with 345, Stillman Valley 
took fifth with 352 and 
Oregon placed seventh 
with 370.

Oregon golf teams face 
Erie-Prophetstown and 
Indian Creek

The Oregon High School 
varsity boys golf team took 
down Erie-Prophetstown 
and Indian Creek at Silver 
Ridge on Monday, Aug. 
19. Jackson Messenger 
scored 40 to earn med-
alist honors, while Nole 
Campos totaled a 43 to 

finish as one of the two 
meet runner-ups. Oregon 
won the meet with 175, 
while Erie-Prophetstown 
shot 186 and Indian Creek 
recorded 237.

The Oregon High 
School varsity girls golf 
team lost a close match 
against Erie-Prophetstown 
205-209. Aniyah Sarver 
scored a team-best 45 to 
earn runner-up honors for 
the Hawks.

Oregon golf teams 
take on Genoa-Kingston

The Oregon High 

School varsity boys golf 
team fell 168-171 against 
Genoa-Kingston at Swan 
Hills Golf Course on Tues-
day, Aug. 20. Nole Campos 
was the runner-up finisher 
with a 39, while Brogan 
Wilkinson and Jackson 
Messenger each shot 43 
and Landon Anderson 
added 46.

The Oregon High 
School varsity girls golf 
team won 198-242 over 
Genoa-Kingston, with 
Aniyah Sarver shooting 
44 to earn medalist honors. 

Sarah Eckardt was the 
runner-up finisher with a 
46 and Hailey-Jane Becker 
added a 50.

Forreston boys golf 
team beats LWPC

The Forreston High 
School varsity boys golf 
team scored a 176-184 win 
over LWPC on Tuesday, 
Aug. 20 at Sunset Golf 
Course. Kaden Brown led 
the Cardinals with a 38 
to earn medalist honors, 
while Kendall Erdmann 
added a 43 and Daylen 
Rahn fired a 46.

OGLE COUNTY SPORTS ROUNDUP

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Roman
Hey there, I’m Roman-a long, light white shepherd mix with a heart full of love and a fun-loving 
personality to match! I’m a goofy, happy-go-lucky boy who’s ready to start the next chapter of my life 
with you! I’ve got some cool features too-just take a look at my striking blue and brown eyes! I’m a 
social butterfly with awesome play skills. I’ve done great in playgroups with other dogs, and I’m good 
around kids too. I even lived with two cats and got along well with them! I might be a little cautious 
with new dogs at first, but once I warm up, I’m all in for playtime. I’ve got some training under my belt-I 
know “sit” and “lay down,” and I’m partially house-trained. I’ll whine or bark to let you know when I 
need to go outside. I might bark at visitors, but that’s just my way of saying, “Hey, who’s there?” With 
a little more training and lots of love, I’ll be the perfect addition to your family. I’m really excited to meet 
my forever family and start making memories together. So why not stop by and meet me? I’m ready 
to bring joy, laughter, and loyalty into your life!
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

                             or
                    Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

            to advertise on the  
              Pet of the Week Page!

BERTOLET LIBRARY NEWS
CLOSED August 

30th-September 2nd

Bertolet Memorial Li-
brary and the parking lot 
will be closed to traffic 
over the Labor Day week-
end. We will be having the 
parking lot sealed. We will 
re-open for regular busi-
ness hours on Tuesday, 
September 3rd at 10:00 
AM. We apologize for any 

inconvenience. 
A to Z Reading Chal-

lenge
If you’re reading in 

order and are stuck on a 
title for “Q”, we would be 
happy to find some great 
options for you to choose 
from!

August Book of the 
Month

Texas during the Great 

Depression was no place 
to live.   As time contin-
ued on, the land got drier, 
causing crops to not grow, 
and dust to take over fields 
and houses.   Elsa Mar-
tinelli, along with many 
others, had to decide to 
stay in Texas during the 
Dust Bowl or move west 
to the promise of better 
conditions. Stop by the 

circulation desk to pick 
up your copy of The Four 
Winds by Krisitin Hannah.

August Craft
Wrap up summer with 

one last adventure! Stop 
by the circulation desk 
and pick up a kit to make 
a bear.

Card Making
Card Making supplies 

are always available for 

you to create with. Call 
ahead for room avail-
ability.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with 
no debris  in the dona-
tion.    *No animal feed 
bags are allowed*  Also 
please  remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 

for your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
Flashback by Iris Jo-

hansen
A Traitor In Whitehall 

by Julia Kelly (LP)
Old King by Maxim 

Loskutoff
Chapter Book
A Galaxy of Whales by 

Heather Fawcett

S p e c i a l  H o u r s 
The Byron Public Library 
will be closed Monday, 
September 2 in observance 
of the Labor Day holiday.  
The library will re-open for 
regular business hours on 
Tuesday, September 3.  We 
wish all of our patrons a safe 
and happy Labor Day!

N o Longer Ac -
c e p t i n g  P l a s t i c 
Thanks to our community 
and the years of our success-
ful partnership with Trex and 
other local organizations, 
we collected enough plas-
tic bags to donate several 
benches to Ogle County! 
However, the library will 
no longer accept donations 

as we pivot to other projects. 
Instead please visit Meijer, 
Schnucks, Target and Kohl’s 
to donate your bags.

Love the Oldies? 
Tuesday, Aug. 27. 1:30 – 
2:30 pm. The Byron Public 
Library is privileged to be 
hosting Ron Kroger play-
ing oldies on the clarinet 
and saxophone.  Join us for 
a harmonious afternoon!  
Please call 815-234-5107 
to register.

P a s s p o r t  F a i r 
Saturday, Sep. 14. 10:00 am 
– 1:00 pm. Are you applying 
for your first passport or is 
yours about to expire?  The 
Byron Public Library Dis-
trict is once again partnering 

with the Oregon Public 
Library District to help you 
through the application pro-
cess. Applicants must bring 
their original birth certificate 
and a valid photo ID.  The 
cost is $130 for adults and 
$100 for children under the 
age of 16, plus $35 process-
ing fee and $13 for a pic-
ture.  After the application 
process, please allow 8-11 
weeks for delivery.  Pass-
port application forms are 
available at the Byron Public 
Library, or online at travel.
state.gov.   Walk-ins are 
welcome; no registration is 
required.

Creat ive  S tud io 
Our Creative Studio is open 

on Sunday afternoons and 
two evenings a week, so 
stop by for monthly crafts 
and to use our maker space 
equipment! Crafts out on 
the tables are free of charge, 
while some other projects 
will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school 
and high school youth can 
use some of the materials 
while with an adult, or 
during Teen Time.  Cre-
ative Studio hours: Sunday 
1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 
am-1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, 
Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 
– 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 
am – 1:00 pm, Thursday 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the PrairieCat 
app to your phone or mobile 
device and log in with your 
library card number and 
PIN!  You’ll be able to view 
your checkouts and holds, 
renew renewable materials, 
and search the library cata-
log.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons can 
still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at 
byronlibrary.org or call us 

at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for 
help!  We will call or email 
you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to 
be picked up.  Call us when 
you arrive at the library, and 
we will bring your items 
out to you, already checked 
out.  A receipt with your due 
dates will be included with 
your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Storytime at the Li-
brary

Join us in person at the li-
brary for songs, stories and 
crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Labor Day Closure
The library will be 

closed Saturday, August 
31- Monday, September 2 
for Labor Day. 

Tween Scene: Tie-Dye 
& Friendship Bracelets

Get ready for the ul-
timate tween hangout! 
Gather with your friends 

in making tie-dye and 
friendship bracelets. Tues-
day, September 3, 6 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required:815-645-8611. 

Toddler Time: Lego 
Painting

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. Join us 
this month for something 
messy and fun: painting 
with Legos! Friday, Sep-
tember 6, 10 a.m. Ages 
1-4. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Cricut Lab: Infusible 

Ink Tote
Experienced Cricut us-

ers will learn how to cut and 
position a multi-layered 
design using different col-
ors of infusible ink. BYO 
Cricut machine (Explore or 
Maker), and cords, cutting 
mat, and blade. Thursday, 
September 12, 6 p.m. 
Adults only. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Outdoor Games!
We’re indulging our 

competitive spirit and en-
joying the great outdoors 
all at the same time! Come 

play fun games like corn-
hole, ring toss and more 
out on the library lawn.  
Saturday, September 14, 10 
a.m.  Ages 5-9. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Bagged Book Sale
Books for children, 

teens and adults will be pre-
packed by library staff with 
a surprise assortment! Each 
bag will include a selection 
of gently used books, la-
beled by genre. Bags will 
be sold (as is) for $5 each. 
Cash and exact change 
only. While supplies last. 

Saturday, September 28, 
10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

European Travel: 
Pack Light. Pack Right!

Overpacker, underpack-
er, backpacker. Whatever 
your style, packing for a 
European vacation can 
be overwhelming. But, it 
doesn’t have to be. Join 
frequent flier, Joanna, as 
she talks about packing 
for your European vaca-
tion: what to leave, what 
to bring, plus tips, tricks 
and a packing demonstra-
tion. Monday, September 

30, 6 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.

Puzzle Palooza
Because…we just fit! In 

our second Puzzle Palooza, 
teams of 2-4 will face off 
to see who can assemble 
the same 500-piece jig-
saw puzzle in 90 minutes. 
Prizes will be given to first, 
second and third-place 
team finishers. Saturday, 
October 5, 2 p.m. Space is 
limited. Register your team 
early by calling the library 
at 815-645-8611.

The following events are 
happening at the Mt. Mor-
ris Senior & Community 
Center!

Bingocize!  
August 23rd and 26th 

-  Try something New – 
Bingocize!  This is a unique 
solution that mixes exercise, 
health education and Bingo 
to help overcome health 

problems in participants 
across the entire spectrum of 
care.  This 10 week program 
meets twice a week at 1:00 
pm for about ½ an hour each 
time.  Sign up today!

Doughnuts and Game 
Shows

Tuesday, August 27th 
– Doughnuts and Game 
Shows with Jared at 10:30 

am.
Wednesday, August 28th 

– Jam Session at 10:30 am.  
Enjoy music with local mu-
sicians followed by lunch.

Retirement Challenges
Consumer Credit Coun-

seling Service is holding a 
workshop on Retirement 
Challenges.  Join us on 
August 29th at 11:00 am to 

get information on ways 
to stretch a retiree’s dollar 
and how to budget during 
retirement.  Call The Center 
at 815-734-6335 to sign up.

Hagemann/Miller Me-
morial Golf Outing

We would love for you to 
join us for our annual golf 
outing that will take place 
on Saturday, September 

7th.  We are looking for hole 
sponsors, donors of prizes 
and goodie bag items, and 
of course, golfers!  Shot-
gun start at 2:00 pm with 
a steak dinner at 5:00 pm.  
The cost for each golfer is 
$60.  Others are welcome to 
attend dinner only for $25.  
Please contact Melissa at 
The Center.

Sponsor a Chair!
We are in the process 

of replacing our worn out 
chairs and can use your 
help.  For $50.00 per chair 
you can sponsor one of the 
new chairs we are hoping to 
purchase.  Stop by the center 
during open hours (9am to 1 
pm) and talk with Melissa.  
All help is appreciated!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY NEWS

MT. MORRIS SENIOR & COMMUNITY CENTER  NEWS
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OREGON LIBRARY NEWS

MOUNT MORRIS LIBRARY NEWS

LOCAL NEWS

Cookbook Club Next 
Meeting September 3rd 

Join us as we explore 
The Cookbook Club! This 
month we will be using 
“Ten Dollar Dinners” 
by Food Network chef, 
Melissa d’Arabian. Won-
derful recipes combined 
with friendship creates 
something both beautiful 
and delicious! Come in, 
choose your recipe, and 
bring your dish to pass 
at our next meeting! Join 
us on September 3rd, 6pm 
at The Senior Center for 
another exciting meal!

Display Case Show-
ings

New display at the 
Mount Morris Library! 
Thank you cards from 
students who were given 
books from the 9x9x9 
Mount Morris Library 
Foundation program! The 
9x9x9 Program collects 
donations so that every 
first-grade student can 
receive a new book ev-
ery month of the school 
year! Stop by the library 
for more information. 
We are always looking 
for collectors or artists 
who are willing to share 
their treasures in our 
display cases.  If you are 
interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Story Time! Wednes-
days at 11:15am

We will be reading 
books and the children will 
create a craft this Wednes-
day. Story time is every 
Wednesday @11:15, bring 
your little ones to enjoy 
stories and a craft at the 
Mount Morris Library! 

Lego Club Thursday, 
September 19th

Lego night is the third 

Thursday of each month. 
Join in the fun with all the 
family as they build and 
create together. Families 
can build on Thursday, 
September 19th at 5:30 
– 7pm! All children and 
parents are invited every 
third Thursday of the 
month. Children under 
8 need to bring a parent 
with them.

Adult Book Club 
Cancelled for August

Join us in September 
for the new book! Every-
one is welcome to join this 
book club group! Copies 
of the book are available at 
the library.   Meeting will 
be held at the library on 
September 30th at 3:30pm.

Explore More Illinois 
Welcomes Doudna Fine 
Arts Center

Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity’s Doudna Fine Arts 
Center is a cultural beacon 
for all of central Illinois. 
Designed by Antoine Pre-
dock, the building stands 
as a stunning example of 
modern architecture, unit-
ing form and function, and 
provides a state-of-the-art 
home to EIU’s School 
of the Arts (comprising 
the Departments of Art 
+ Design, Music, and 
Theatre). The Doudna 
presents performances by 
EIU students and faculty, 
by school and community 
groups in our region, and 
by artists from around the 
world who engage diverse 
audiences and work with 
our faculty, students, and 
community members in 
master classes. Doudna 
Fine Arts Center is of-
fering $5 Off General 
Admission Ticket to 
Doudna Premiere Per-

formances.
Explore More Illinois 

users can access and 
reserve passes from any 
of our attractions on the 
Mount Morris Library 
website, mtmorris-il.org, 
under the resources page. 
Visit the website to browse 
attractions.

Hot Spots available at 
Mount Morris Library

The library has 2 
hotspots available to check 
out for use at home. These 
are available to Mount 
Morris Library card hold-
ers and will be checked 
out for fourteen days. Get 
more information from a 
librarian if you would like 
to use this free service!

Lions Club Glasses 
and Hearing Aids Col-
lections

Donation boxes for 
eyeglass recycling are 
available at the library. 
When the boxes are full, 
they are picked up by 
local Lions members and 
dropped off at collection 
depots. These recycled 
eyeglasses are given to 
people in need, with the 
help of various medical 
missionaries, in Central 
and South America and 
around the world. When 
the eyeglasses arrive in 
these countries, doctors 
and technicians conduct 
eye exams and provide 
a free pair of prescrip-
tion eyeglasses that are 
as close as possible to 
that person’s sight needs. 
When donating HEAR-
ING AIDS, please be sure 
to place them in a small 
box or hard-covered case 
so they do not get crushed 
or damaged. 

A x i s 3 6 0  i s  n o w 

Oregon Public Li-
brary

The Library will be 
closed on Monday, Sep-
tember 2 in observance 
of Labor Day. 

Friends Trivia Night 
at Cork N Tap

Wednesday, August 
28th at 6:30pm. Are you a 
Friends fan?  This trivia is 
for you!  Grab 6 of your 
closest Friends fans and 
play for prizes at Cork 
N Tap.   Registration re-
quired, www.oregonpub-
liclibrary.com.  Teams of 6 
ONLY.  There is a limited 
number of teams, so don’t 
wait to register.

Preschool Story Time
(18 months – 6 years). 

Sessions begin again on 
Monday, September 9 at 
10 am. Our guest reader on 
the 9th is from the United 
Way Of Ogle County and 
will be sharing informa-
tion about Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library!  
Registration is required. 

We Didn’t Start The 
Fire

Wednesday, September 
11th. The History of Billy 
Joel – Though Billy Joel 
has not released a new 
rock album in over 27 
years, he remains one of 
the world’s most popular 
live performers.   Using 
performance and inter-
view video clips we’ll 
trace the arc of Billy’s 
career from his humble 
beginnings in Hicksville, 
NY…to his slow rise to 

fame…to his long string 
of hits including “Just 
The Way You Are”, ”It’s 
Still Rock N Roll To Me”, 
”Uptown Girl” and “River 
Of Dreams”…to his love 
life including his marriage 
to supermodel Christie 
Brinkley…and finally 
to his current status as 
one of the world’s most 
successful touring acts.  
“If you’re in the mood 
for a melody…the Piano 
Man will make you feel 
alright.”    Registration 
required, visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com. or 
call (815) 732-2724.

Passport Fair
Saturday, September 

14th, 10am -2pm at By-
ron Public Library. The 
Oregon Public Library is 
hosting a special passport 
event at the Byron Public 
Library, 100 S. Wash-
ington St, Byron, IL, on 
Saturday, September 14, 
2024 from 10 am to 2 pm 
to provide passport infor-
mation to U.S. citizens 
and to accept passport 
applications. U.S. citizens 
must present a valid pass-
port book when entering 
or re-entering the United 
States by air. U.S. citizens 
entering the United States 
from Canada, Mexico, 
the Caribbean and Ber-
muda at land borders 
and sea ports of entry 
must present a passport 
book, passport card, or 
other travel documents 
approved by the U.S. 

government. Information 
on the cost and how to 
apply for a U.S. passport 
is available at  travel.
state.gov  or contact the 
Oregon Public Library 
at 1-815-732-2724. U.S. 
citizens may also obtain 
passport information by 
phone, in English and 
Spanish, by calling the 
National Passport Infor-
mation Center toll-free at 
1-877-487-2778.

Ink with A Friend 
Monthly Card Club

Monday, September 
16th  at 6:00pm. Sending 
personal cards to your 
friends and family is a 
way to let them know 
you care and are thinking 
about them. All designs 
include beautiful col-
ored cardstock, gorgeous 
designer series paper, 
detailed stamped images, 
die cut pieces, matching 
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments.  All cards come 
with matching envelopes. 
Whether you’re a new 
card maker or a seasoned 
pro, our kits are suited to 
every skill level. Don’t 
wait! Sign up today to 
reserve your spot. Ore-
gon Patrons only.    Reg-
istration required (815) 
732-2724 or http://www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

 Try It Tuesday
Tuesday,  Septem-

ber 17th  at 1:30pm or 
5:30pm (Choose your 
time slot)- Lavender Soap. 
Learn to make soap, sim-

ple DIY project.    This 
an adult only class, 18 
and up.  Registration re-
quired, please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit  www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Lego Club
Wednesday, September 

25, 2:30 pm  (2nd grade 
& up) (Early school dis-
missal). Get together and 
spend some recreational 
time building!  The club 
is designed to provide an 
enjoyable activity (FUN) 
that stimulates and devel-
ops spatial intelligence. 

Book Clubs
The 2WBC meets 

Wednesday, September 
11 at 12:30 to discuss The 
Secret Lives of Book-
sellers and Librarians by 
James Patterson & Matt 
Eversmann. Cocktails & 
Crimes will meet Sunday, 
September 15 at Chrissy’s 
Corner at 2 pm .  Books 
on Tap Book Club meets 
Thursday, September 
26 at 6 pm at Cork & 
Tap to discuss When 
the Jessamine Grows by 
Donna Everhart.  Is This 
Just Fantasy? Book Club 
will meet in September 
to discuss Lightlark by 
Alex Aster. The Afternoon 
Book Club meets Wednes-
day, September 18 at 1 pm 
to discuss Caramelo by 
Sandra Cisneros. 

Functional Move-
ment Type Yoga

Wednesdays at 9:30am. 
In this class, we use exer-
cises based on whole-

body movements to re-
store posture, improve 
body mechanics, build 
strength and endurance, 
and fine-tune balancing 
skills. We start with a slow 
warm-up followed by core 
exercises – then explore 
how to utilize these tools 
based on real situations 
in daily life. Bring your 
yoga mat! All levels are 
welcome. - OREGON 
PATRONS ONLY - Reg-
istration required, this 
class fills quickly. Please 
call (815) 732-2724 or 
visit  www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

Knit & Crochet is 
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. 
This group meets every 
Monday at 1 pm and is 
open to anyone.   From 
beginner to expert, all 
skill level are welcome 
to join.   Bring any hand 
craft and work on it while 
socializing.   Need help 
getting started with your 
knitting project, stop in on 
a Monday.   Registration 
is requested, visit  http://
www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com  or call    (815) 
732-2724.

Find A Character 
Ticket!

What is a Character 
Ticket? A character Ticket 
represents an image of a 
character from that specif-
ic book.  Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various 
books in the children/
youth book collection. 

After you check out a book 
and find a character ticket 
in the book, you may 
adopt that character doll 
and take it home. Open 
to Oregon Public Library 
cardholders only.

O re g o n  Wr i t e r s 
Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering 
of writers or writer-wan-
nabes who meet to support 
each other and further 
their own writing.    The 
purpose of the group is to 
help and encourage you 
in your writing.    If you 
need brainstorming ideas, 
we can help suggest ideas 
or aid with the creative 
process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a check-
list of items, you will need 
for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry  & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story-The Boy Who Said 
Wow by Todd Boss. At the 
StoryWalk is The Enor-
mous Carrot by Vladimir 
Vagin.

Rock River Center is 
a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.   Our activities 
and trips are open to all 
ages.   Call our office @ 
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access 
Application for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance or 
other things.   Visit us at 
www.rockrivercenter.org 
and like us on Facebook.

Magic of Brian Holt

August 29; 1:00 – 
2:00 p.m. Registration 
Requested by August 27.

Rummikub
Mondays, 12:15 – 3:00 

p.m.
VA Rep on Septem-

ber 6
9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Rock River Center 

Holiday Hours 
Rock River Center will 

close on Monday, Sept.2, 
in recognition of Labor 
Day. No transportation or 
activities will take place 

when the Center is closed.  
Please plan accordingly.  
Rock River Center wish-
es you a safe and happy 
holiday.

September Yoga 
Classes

Class Dates: September 
6, 13, 20 and 27. YOGA: 
Friday, from 10:00 – 11:00 
a.m.  CHAIR YOGA: Fri-
day, from 11:15 – 12:00 
Noon. COST: $5 per 
class*

See page 5

BOUNDLESS
Your library’s Axis 360 

digital service has been 
upgraded to Boundless. 
The library can provide 
you with information 
about the transition to 
Boundless. All your user 
info and history, including 
holds position, book-
marks, notes, and other 
saved data will be seam-
lessly transitioned to the 
new Boundless platform. 

Adult Programming
We would love to hear 

from you.  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do 
evenings or weekends 
work better?  Do you have 
a program you would like 
to share/lead?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the 
library through email at 
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org 
or call 815-734-4927.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and 
doubles in value. Your 
memorial gift to the li-

brary is matched by the 
Mt. Morris Library Foun-
dation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks 
to all who gave memorial 
gifts in 2023.

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiv-

ing the Dixon Telegraph 
daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, 
and Mt. Morris Times. If 
you want to keep up with 
the local news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind 
everyone that you still 
have the option of having 
your materials delivered 
to your vehicle.  If you 
have holds waiting for 
you, call us to tell us you 
are on your way, and we 
will bring them out to your 
vehicle when you arrive.  
Call us if you need more 
information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 

per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first 
page and $0.50 each addi-
tional page). We can scan 
a document and send it to 
email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer 
without a library card for 
$1.00. Resume software 
is available on our com-
puters.  Come visit us and 
let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

This month’s board 
meeting will be held on 
August 14, 2024, rather 
than August 21 as usual. 
Monthly board meetings 
are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm at 
the library unless other-
wise noted.  The public is 
welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris 
Public Library is locat-
ed at 105 S. McKendrie 
Ave. Mt. Morris IL 
61054 – 815-734-4927 
Fax-815-734-6035 www.
mtmorris-il.org

ROCK RIVER CENTER NEWS
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE CONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICETREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-732-2156

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

TREE SERVICE

Independently owned & operated.

RE/MAX
PROFESSIONAL
ADVANTAGE

404 W. Blackhawk 
Drive, Byron, IL 
815-234-4663

REAL ESTATE
If you are looking for a Realtor with Experience &  
Knowledge for Buying or Selling Homes, contact 

Sharon Bowers, Broker
815-757-7462

sharon.bowers@remax.net
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LOCAL NEWS

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS

From page 3

John Denver Tribute 
by Chip Messiner

September 11; 2:00 – 
3:00 p.m. Registration 

Deadline:  September 9.
SUPPORT GROUPS 

@ ROCK RIVER CEN-
TER

CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP

Meets: 4th Wednesday 
in February, May, August 
& November. Time: 2:00 
– 3:00 p.m.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 3RD Tuesday 
of month. Time: 10:00 – 
11:30 a.m.

DIABETIC SUP-
PORT GROUP

Meets: 1st Wednesday 

of the month. Time: 10:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

L O W  V I S I O N 
GROUP

Meets: 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of month. Time: 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
For more information 

on any of our Support 
Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 
or 1-800-541-5479.

FREEPORT —High-
land Community Col-
lege’s Agriculture pro-
gram continues to grow 
with the addition of an 
irrigation system this 
summer at the institution’s 
Research Plots — and 
broke ground on a new 
pump house on Wednes-
day, Aug. 7.

Highland Agriculture 
is supported by numer-
ous public and private 
partnerships. Illinois Sen. 
Andrew Chesney helped 
Highland obtain an Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportu-
nity (DCEO) grant for 
$150,000, and those funds 
comprised the lead gift in a 
fundraising effort that has 
netted more than $600,000 
so far through the High-
land Foundation’s Legacy 
Campaign, local bonds 
and community members’ 
contributions. 

“Through the gener-
osity of donors and sup-
porters such as Senator 
Chesney, Highland con-
tinues to invest in our 
academic programs and 
support services to ensure 
that we are providing a 
quality education and 
exceptional learning ex-
perience for our students,” 

said Highland President 
Chris Kuberski. “The 
sub-irrigation system and 
related pump house are 
a multi-layered project 
to enhance and expand 
our Agriculture program. 
This project positions us to 
be the agriculture hub of 
Northwest Illinois, which 
is our ultimate goal.”

The new pump house, 
which will include an 
upstairs meeting space, is 
phase one for developing 
the 15-acre research plots 
further, and will serve as 
a central operation hub 
for the new sub-irrigation 
system installed across the 
research plots. A second 
adjacent building to the 
pump house will provide 
additional room to house 
farm equipment. Together, 
these facilities will result 
in more experiential spac-
es for Highland students 
to learn and conduct field 
work with instructors. 

“We are very excited 
about this project. It is a 
key phase to our overall 
plan for our agriculture 
program, specifically the 
underground irrigation 
system,” said Scott An-
derson, vice president, 
Business, Technology and 
Community Programs. 

Highland Agriculture Research Plot breaks ground on new building

“I look forward to the 
building being completed 
this fall and the fully func-
tional irrigation system for 
next year’s crop studies.”

The DCEO grant was 
secured by Chesney while 
he served in the Illinois 
House of Representatives. 
Chesney was elected to the 

Illinois Senate in late 2022 
and said he is pleased to 
see the results of the grant 
coming to fruition.

“This investment in 
agriculture in Northwest 
Illinois was led by Senator 
Chesney,” said Highland 
Foundation Director Dan 
Dick. “These public funds 

he secured from the State 
of Illinois, combined with 
private support from the 
Legacy Campaign, has 
created an investment of 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars into Highland 
Agriculture.”

Dick continued: “The 
estate of Steve Switzer has 

also played a transforma-
tive role as we bring the 
first community college 
sub-irrigation system on-
line later this year. This vi-
sionary concept utilizing 
public-private partnership 
will greatly benefit edu-
cational opportunities for 
students.”

Left to right: HCC Agriculture Instructor Justin Ebert, HCC Board of Trustees Chair Jim Endress, HCC President 
Christina Kuberski, and State Senator Andrew Chesney break ground at the Highland Agriculture Research 
Plot for a new building at the site west of Freeport.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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OREGON  — The 
Ogle County 4-H Fair was 
held July 31-Aug. 4 at the 
Ogle County Fairgrounds 
in Oregon, where 689 4-H 
livestock exhibits were 
judged on and showcased 
by Ogle County’s 284 4-H 
members in 13 clubs. 

4-H fairs are held na-
tionally to allow youth to 
exhibit a product that has 
resulted from an in-depth 
yearlong study in an area 
of interest to them. As part 
of the exhibition, non-an-
imal exhibitors meet one-
on-one with project judges 
to receive feedback about 
their displays and gather 
ideas for future project 
expansion. 

At the Ogle County 4-H 
Fair, competition exists at 
two levels. 4-H’ers first 
compete against them-
selves for exhibit ratings.  
Every exhibit — animal or 
non-animal — is assigned 
a rating of blue, red, or 
white. Blue ratings are 
awarded to youth with 
entries that meet class 
guidelines and represent 
high-quality work. White 
ratings are assigned when 
entries do not meet class 
guidelines or exhibits are 
low quality. Red ribbons 
are assigned for exhibits 
falling somewhere in 
between.

Once ratings have been 
assigned, all blue-rating 
award winners compete 
against one another to 
become class champions 
or overall division win-
ners. Some blue-awarded 
non-animal exhibits are 
also selected each year 
to represent Ogle County 
4-H at the Illinois State 
Fair.

Many thanks go to the 
hundreds of 4-H leaders, 
helpers, fair committee 
members, judges, auc-
tioneers, and supporters 

who make this annual 
educational extravaganza 
possible! 

Beef Department
Champion  Jun io r 

Showmanship: Jaxon Al-
derks, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Champion Intermediate 
Showmanship: Ayden 
Alderks, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Champion Senior Show-
manship: Cooper Alderks, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Champion Angus 
Steer: Mazy Queckbo-
erner, Blackhawk Cross-
ing 4-H Club (Polo). 
Reserve Champion Angus 
Steer: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Champion Hereford 
Steer: Katelyn Rockwood, 
Pine Creek Valley 4-H 
Club (Polo). Reserve 
Champion Hereford Steer: 
Mazy Queckboerner, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Polo). Champion 
Shorthorn Steer: Rob-
bie Thurow, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Davis Junc-
tion). Reserve Champion 
Shorthorn Steer: Beckett 
Alderks, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Chana). Champion 
All Other Breeds Steer: 
Allissa Martin, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Re-
serve Champion All Other 
Breeds Steer: Boone Al-
derks, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Champion Mar-
ket Heifer: Cian Grygiel, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Cham-
pion Crossbred Market 
Steer: Wyatt Swanson, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Reserve Cham-
pion Crossbred Steer: 
Cooper Alderks, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). 
Grand Champion Market 
Beef: Wyatt Swanson, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Reserve Grand 
Champion Market Beef: 

Allissa Martin, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Champion Bred & Owned 
Steer All Breeds: Wyatt 
Swanson, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club (Oregon). Re-
serve Champion Bred & 
Owned Steer All Breeds: 
Cian Grygiel, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Champion Angus 
Female: Brooke Allen, 
Leaf River Busy Bea-
vers 4-H Club. Reserve 
Champion Angus Female: 
Ayden Alderks, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Monroe Cen-
ter). Champion Hereford 
Female: Alex Grygiel, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club. Reserve Cham-
pion Hereford Female: 
Katelyn Rockwood, Pine 
Creek Valley 4-H Club 
(Polo). Champion All 
Other Breeds Female: 
Cooper Alderks, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). 
Reserve Champion All 
Other Breeds Female: 
Brooke Allen, Leaf River 
Busy Beavers 4-H Club 
(Leaf River). Champion 
Crossbred Female: Ellie 
Schier, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Mt. Morris). Reserve 
Champion Crossbred Fe-
male: Ellie Shier, Carefree 
4-H Club (Mt. Morris). 
Grand Champion Female 
Overall: Brooke Allen, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Female Overall: Cooper 
Alderks, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Champi-
on Pair of Steers: Wyatt 
Swanson, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club (Oregon). Re-
serve Champion Pair of 
Steers: Cooper Alderks, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Champion Pair of 
Heifers: Brooke Allen, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Reserve Champion Pair 
of Heifers: Jaxon Al-

Ogle County 2024 4-H Fair announces Livestock Project winners
derks, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Champion Bred & Owned 
Heifer: Alex Grygiel, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Reserve 
Champion Bred & Owned 
Heifer: Katelyn Rock-
wood, Pine Creek Valley 
4-H Club (Polo). Rate of 
Gain: Mazy Queckboern-
er, Blackhawk Crossing 
4-H Club (Polo). Quality 
Beef 2000: (1st ) Sky-
ler Holmes, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo); 
(2nd) Mazy Queckboern-
er, Blackhawk Crossing 
4-H Club (Polo);  (3rd) 
Addison Yordy, Leaf Riv-
er Busy Beavers 4-H Club 
(Leaf River);  (4th) Wyatt 
Swanson, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club (Oregon); (5th) 
Skylar Holmes, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo); 
(6th) Kodi Hubbard, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana); 
(7th) Mazy Queckboerner, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Polo); (8th) Katelyn 
Rockwood, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo); 
(9th) Max Thurow, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Davis 
Junction); (10th) Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Dr. John 
Clayton 4-H Herdsman 
Award: Allissa Martin, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na).

Dairy Department
Champion  Jun io r 

Showmanship: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Champi-
on Intermediate Show-
manship: Tessa Bruns, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-
egon). Champion Se-
nior Showmanship: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Champion 
Purebred Female: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Reserve 
Champion Purebred Fe-
male: Ashley Harbaugh, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Champion Grade 
Female: Pyper Bruns, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Supreme Champion 
Female Overall Breeds: 
Shelby Harbaugh, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). Re-
serve Supreme Champion 
Female Overall Breeds: 
Emily Harbaugh, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon).

Goat Department
Champion  Jun io r 

Showmanship: Alyse 
Rogers, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Chana). Champion 
Intermediate Showman-
ship: Jenna Alexander, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Cham-
pion Senior Showman-
ship: Braden Rogers, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Chana).
DAIRY GOATS: Cham-
pion Dairy Purebred Dry 
Doe: Jenna Alexander, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Reserve 
Champion Dairy Purebred 
Dry Doe: Alyse Rog-
ers, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Chana). Champion Dairy 
Purebred Milker: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Reserve 
Champion Dairy Pure-
bred Milker: Ellie Schier, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Champion Dairy 
Goat Purebred Dam & 
Daughter: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Reserve Champion 
Dairy Goat Purebred Dam 
& Daughter: Shelby Har-
baugh, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Champion Dairy 
Crossbred Dry Doe: Jenna 
Alexander, Summerhill 
Huskies 4-H Club (Forres-
ton). Reserve Champion 
Dairy Crossbred Dry Doe: 
Bethany Akins, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club 
(Polo). Grand Champion 
Dairy Dry Doe: Jenna Al-
exander, Summerhill Hus-
kies 4-H Club (Forreston). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Dairy Dry Doe: Jenna 

Alexander, Summerhill 
Huskies 4-H Club (For-
reston). Grand Champion 
Dairy Milker: Kodi Hub-
bard, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Reserve Grand 
Champion Dairy Milker: 
Ellie Schier, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Mt. Morris). Grand 
Champion Dairy Goat 
Dam & Daughter: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Reserve 
Grand Champion Dairy 
Goat Dam & Daughter: 
Shelby Harbaugh, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). 
Grand Champion Dairy 
Goat Wether: Braden Rog-
ers, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Chana). Reserve Grand 
Champion Dairy Goat 
Wether: Allissa Martin, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-
egon). MEAT GOATS: 
Grand Champion Meat 
Goat Kid: Wesley Clark, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-
egon). Reserve Grand 
Champion Meat Goat Kid: 
Bernice Zandonai, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Grand Champion 
Meat Goat Doe: Hailey 
Clark, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Reserve Grand 
Champion Meat Goat 
Doe: Bernice Zanonai, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H (Stillman 
Valley). Grand Cham-
pion Meat Goat Dam 
& Daughter:  Katelyn 
Rockwood, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo). 
Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Meat Goat Dam & 
Daughter: Noah Janesak, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club 
(Davis Junction). Grand 
Champion Meat Goat 
Wether: Caelen Janesak, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club 
(Davis Junction). Reserve 
Grand Champion Meat 
Goat Wether:  Katelyn 
Rockwood, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo). 
PYGMY GOATS: Grand 
Champion Pygmy Doe 
Kid: Alexandra Sarver, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Reserve Grand 
Champion Pygmy Doe 
Kid: Ellie Schier, Carefree 
4-H Club (Mt. Morris). 
Grand Champion Pyg-
my Doe: Ellie Schier, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Reserve Grand 
Champion Pygmy Doe: 
Ellie Schier, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Mt. Morris). Grand 
Champion Pygmy Goat 
Dam & Daughter: Ellie 
Schier, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Mt. Morris). Reserve 
Grand Champion Pygmy 
Goat Dam & Daugh-
ter:  Alexandra Sarver, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Grand Champion 
Pygmy Goat Wether: Al-
lissa Martin, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Reserve 
Grand Champion Pygmy 
Goat Wether: Alexan-
dra Sarver, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Mt. Morris). OTH-
ER CLASSES: Grand 
Champion Pet Goat: Jase 
Truckenbrod, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Pet Goat: Delaney Byers, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston).

Horse Department
Champion  Jun io r 

Showmanship: Adalyn 
Bocker, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club (Leaf 
River). Reserve Cham-
pion Junior Showman-
ship:  Addison Yordy, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Champion Senior Show-
manship: Molly Ziegler, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-
egon). Grand Champion 
Horse at Halter: Ada-
lyn Bocker, Leaf River 
Busy Beavers 4-H Club 
(Leaf River). Reserve 
Champion Horse at Hal-
ter: Kenzie Hongsermeier, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Junior Grand Champi-
on Performance Horse: 

Alyse Rogers, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club (Chana). 
Reserve Junior Grand 
Champion Performance 
Horse:  Addison Yordy, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Junior Grand Champion 
Performance Horse: Mol-
ly Ziegler, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Junior 
Grand Champion Horse-
manship: Alyse Rogers, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Chana). Reserve Junior 
Grand Champion Horse-
manship: Addison Yordy, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Senior Grand Champion 
Horsemanship: Molly 
Ziegler, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Junior 
Equine Sportsmanship 
Award: Piper Johnson, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Rochelle). Junior Perfor-
mance High Point Award: 
Alyse Rogers, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Chana). Senior 
Performance High Point 
Award: Molly Ziegler, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Junior Horse Speed 
Award: Addison Yordy, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). Se-
nior Horse Speed Award: 
Molly Ziegler, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon).

Llama/Alpaca De-
partment

Champion  Jun io r 
Showmanship: Harmony 
Coy, Blackhawk Crossing 
4-H Club (Mt. Morris). 
Champion Intermediate 
Showmanship: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club (Davis 
Junction). Grand Cham-
pion Obstacle: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club (Davis 
Junction). Reserve Grand 
Champion Obstacle: Har-
mony Coy, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Grand Champion 
Public Relations: Har-
mony Coy, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Reserve Grand 
Champion Public Rela-
tions:  Elizabeth Kennedy, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction). 
Poultry Department

Champion  Jun io r 
Showmanship: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Champion 
Intermediate Showman-
ship: Kate Costello, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Champion Senior 
Showmanship: Levi Eden, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Large Fowl Classes: 
Top of Class American 
Hen: Grant Johnson, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class American Cock: 
Kodi Hubbard, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Top 
of Class American Pul-
let: Kaden Lingbeck, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Leaf River). Grand 
Champion American: 
Kodi Hubbard, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Re-
serve Grand Champion 
American: Kaden Ling-
beck, Leaf River Soaring 
Eagles 4-H Club (Leaf 
River). Top of Class Asi-
atic Hen: Delaney Byers, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class Asiatic Cock: Shel-
by Harbaugh, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Top 
of Class Asiatic Pullet: 
Wesley Eckerstrom, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Grand Champion 
Asiatic: Delaney Byers, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Reserve 
Grand Champion Asiatic: 
Wesley Eckerstrom, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Top of Class En-
glish Hen: Grace Costel-
lo, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). 

See 4-H page 11
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Weekly Brain Busters

OREGON — The Ore-
gon Rotary Club Foundation 
is excited to offer their 39th 
annual college scholarship 
opportunity!

The Foundation requests 
that all applicants submit an 
essay and/or a résumé which 
includes why they believe 
they qualify to receive a 
scholarship.  Please keep in 
mind the following criteria: 
Applicants must be residents 
of the Oregon Community 
Unit School District. Appli-
cants must have completed 
at least one year at a college 
or university or one semester 
at a trade school

Applicant application 
must include: name and 
contact information of stu-
dent, name of school, major 
area of study, class standing 
(sophomore, junior, senior), 
cumulative grade point aver-
age, extracurricular activities 
while in college, and other 
information the student feels 
relevant to being chosen as 
a 2024 ORF Scholarship 
recipient.

Application résumés can 
be accepted via email to the 
scholarship chairperson, 

Hollie Guist, Jr. at hguistjr@
gmail.com or mailed to the 
Guist Agency at P.O. Box 
296, Oregon, IL 61061 from 
now until Sept. 30, 2024.

The amount of scholar-
ship applications received, 
and the number of schol-
arships awarded each year 
varies. Traditionally, the 
Foundation honors at least 
one student of distinction 
as the “Helen and Andrew 
Cirksena Scholarship” re-
cipient in addition to an 
assortment of students who 
best demonstrate the ideals 
of Rotary itself.  Financial 
need will not be a deciding 
factor in award distribution.

The Rotary Foundation is 
a not-for-profit organization 
which strives to encourage 
world understanding of the 
world through humanitarian 
actions, education, and cul-
tural exchanges.  The Oregon 
Rotary Foundation is always 
looking for new members.  
For additional information 
or to apply for membership 
visit their website at https://
portal.clubrunner.ca/5761 
or email them at them at 
oregonrotary@gmail.com.

Oregon Rotary Club Foundation 
scholarships available

OREGON — The Et-
nyre Foundation recent-
ly announced a grant of 
$1,986.65 to the Ogle 
County Fair Association.  
The funding was used to re-
place and add approximate-

ly 260 feet of six-foot-tall 
fencing on the fairgrounds. 
The project helped ensure 
the safety of 4H animals, 
the children involved, and 
all spectators during events. 
“We are excited to support 

this initiative, as it plays a 
key role in maintaining the 
well-being and security of 
our local community,” a 
foundation Facebook post 
said. “Together, we are 
making the Ogle County 

Fairgrounds safer for ev-
eryone! Congratulations to 
the Ogle County Fair As-
sociation on this important 
project. We look forward to 
seeing the positive impact 
it will have.”

Etnyre Foundation announces grant 
to Ogle County Fair Association 

The Etnyre Foundation recently announced a grant of $1,986.65 to the Ogle County Fair Association.
(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Ogle 
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you 
do business of any kind in Ogle 
County, it creates and maintains 
jobs for others in our area . 

A healthy employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Ogle County 

First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Community Unity

Ogle County
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MARKETPLACE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be 
received for the fol-
lowing section by the 
Ogle County Highway 
Department, Oregon, 

Illinois, until 2:00 P.M. 
September 6, 2024:
2024-2025 Ice Abra-
sives.
Proposals are available 
on the Ogle County 

Highway Department 
website and in person 
at 1989 South IL Rte. 
2, Oregon, IL between 
the hours of 7:00 A.M. 
and 3:30 P.M.  Monday 

- Friday. 
The Road and Bridge 
Committee reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
and or all bids.
No. 0816

NOTICE

NO. 0824 (Aug. 26, 2024)
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MARKETPLACE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

305 305 
GARAGE/ESTATE SALEGARAGE/ESTATE SALE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION –
SALE #2 

307 S. ASH AVENUE, FORRESTON, IL 61030
Thursday, Aug. 29 8AM   
to Sunday, Sept. 1 5PM 

This is an Online Auction. 
Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.com/ 

for full sale viewing beginning 8/28/2024. Pictures will 
be uploaded prior to that date as they are available. 

Personal Property: Many garage items–hand 
tools, power tools, garden tools; lumber, metal, 
& pipe, including PVC, metal, and more; outdoor 
furniture; work benches, rolling carts, & storage 
shelves; lots of hardware–nuts, bolts, etc.; garden 
carts; Spare tires (various sizes); lawn mowers (run-
ning and non-running); Snow blowers (walk behind 
& front mount); bicycles–vintage & modern; Some 
memorabilia & antiques; lots of miscellaneous; and 
more. This is a huge collection of many different 
items–too much to list individually! This is sale #2 
of a multi-part sale. 
Item Viewing: Items will be available for online 
viewing no later than 8am on  8/28/2024. If you wish 
for more information on an item or an appointment 
to view an item, please contact A & T Auction Ser-
vices directly. 
Item Pick-up: This will be a multi-part sale with 
a combined pick up date. Due to a schedule con-
flict, the pick-up date has been adjusted from our 
previous ad. Pick up for both sales will be held on 
Wednesday, September 4th from 4:30-7:30pm at 
the sale site listed above.
Terms & Conditions: This is an absolute sale. 
There will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added to 
all items sold.  Items can be purchased with cash, 
GOOD check, or credit card. There will be a 3.5% 
fee added to any credit card transaction. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for the 
Online Sale Link and additional sale information, in-
cluding pictures, how to register for online bidding, 
and complete sale terms and conditions.  
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for the Online Sale 
Link and additional sale information, including pictures, how 
to register for online bidding, and complete sale terms and 
conditions. 

Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600

A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com

815-297-4595 

2024-25 COACHING OPPORTUNITIES:

Head Softball Coach

Assistant High School Boys 
Basketball Coach

Assistant 8th Grade Volleyball 
Coach

08262024

Byron CUSD #226 Openings

Please apply online at www.byron226.org
Click the “About Us” tab
Click the “Employment Opportunities” tab
To submit an application

               BYRON  
               SCHOOL  
          DISTRICT #226
       
     KITCHEN WORKER
     NEEDED
       

  3 hours per day
   

Please apply online at 
www.byron226.org

Click the “About Us” tab –
Click the “Employment 

Opportunities” tab 
To submit an application

08262024

Community 
Outreach Worker 
SNAP-Ed
U of IL Extension 
is seeking a SNAP-Ed 
Community Outreach 
Worker for Ogle County; 
pay is $16.37/hr. 
Application deadline is 6 
pm on 9/11/24. For more 
information, call 815-732-
2191. EEO Employer.

STORAGE UNIT SALE
White Eagle Storage 

11627 Rt 72, Forreston   
Aug. 30th & 31st  | 8am to 5pm
Three units full of merchandise.

3 Aluminum eight foot heavy duty 
loading ramps, 3 cases of Eldorado 
CliffStone for fireplace, Honda and a 

Suzuki motorcycle for parts, 4 aluminum 
17” rims, new electric snowblower, shop 

vac, movie screen, 2 lawn spreaders, 
tools, tool boxes, speakers, shelves, 14” 
childs bike, wooden baby cradle, antique 

lamps, cast iron pans, Danielle Steel 
books,dishware, stools, toy train with 

tracks in box, bean bag toss, milk cans, 
steel wheels, school desk, miscellaneous 
furniture, walking plow and much more.

PIA #4 082624

Moving Sale
587 N. Daysville Road, Oregon Il.

August 31 from 8a-4p. 
Furniture, small antiques, porcelain dolls, 
tools, 2007 Kawasaki Vulcan Classic 900, 
antique hand tools and much more. 

CASH only
PIA#96

ESTATE SALE
9095 N. Main St. - Adeline, IL. 
8/26 thru 8/30;  10 am to 7 pm  
Antiques, Construction Tools,  

2 Motorcycles plus many  
parts and accessories  

for bikes, Recreational Items, 
Foreign Treasures.  To Many  
items to list - Check Market 

Place for Adeline, IL.   
Come out, Shop, Tell Your Friends! 

PIA #1 08262024

ITEMS FOR SALE
• 2005 F250 with 8.5 Western 

V-Plow and SnowEx Salt 
Spreader $12,000 OBO

• 1830 Case Skid Loader 
$6500 OBO

• JD D130 Lawn Mower 
$1000 OBO

• 16’ Tandem Trailor $2500 OBO
• Golf Cart 2 cyle $3000 OBO
• Older 8.5 Western Straight 

Blade $1000 OBO
Contact Gary: 815-990-5501

PI
A 

#2
 0

82
62

02
4

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS
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LOCAL NEWS
From page 6

Top of Class English 
Pullet: Jenna Heller, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club 
(Dixon). Top of Class 
English Cockerel: Mason 
Zabran, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Byron). Grand Champion 
English: Grace Costel-
lo, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Reserve 
Grand Champion English: 
Jenna Heller, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Dixon). 
Top of Class Mediterra-
nean Hen: Kate Costello, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Mediterranean Pullet: 
Shelby Harbaugh, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Grand 
Champion Mediterranean: 
Kate Costello, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Reserve Grand 
Champion Mediterranean: 
Trent Heller, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Dixon). 
Top of Class Continen-
tal Hen: Grant Johnson, 
Leaf River Soaring Eagles 
4-H Club (Forreston). 
Top of Class Continental 
Cock: Grant Johnson, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class Continental Pullet: 
Levi Eden, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Grand 
Champion Continental: 
Levi Eden, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Reserve 
Grand Champion Con-
tinental: Grant Johnson, 
Leaf River Soaring Ea-
gles 4-H Club (Forres-
ton). Top of Class Other 
Standard Breeds Hen: 
Grant Johnson, Leaf River 
Soaring Eagles 4-H Club 
(Forreston). Top of Class 
Other Standard Breeds 
Cock: Paityn VanBriesen, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Other Standard Breeds 
Pullet: Wesley Eckerstom, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Other Standard Breeds 
Cockerel:  Wesley Ecker-
stom, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Grand 
Champion Other Standard 
Breeds:  Wesley Ecker-
strom, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Reserve 
Grand Champion Other 
Standard Breeds:  Wesley 
Eckerstrom, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Bantam Classes: Top of 
Class All Other Bantam 
Hen: Levi Eden, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 
of Class All Other Bantam 
Cock: Isacc Williams, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class All Other Bantam 
Pullet: Landon Zabran, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Byron). 
Grand Champion All Other 
Bantam: Levi Eden, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
All Other Bantam: Landon 
Zabran, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Byron). Top of Class 
Feather Legged Bantam 
Hen: Wesley Eckerstrom, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Feather Legged Bantam 
Cock: Wesley Eckerstrom, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Feather Legged Bantam 
Pullet: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Top of Class Feather 
Legged Bantam Cockerel: 
Kodi Hubbard, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Grand 
Champion Feather Legged 
Bantam: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Chana). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Feather Legged Bantam: 
Kodi Hubbard, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Egg 
Production & Meat Pen 
Classes: Top of Class Pro-
duction/Commercial/Hy-
brid Female: Jenna Heller, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club (Dixon). Grand 
Champion Production 

Pen: Jenna Heller, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club 
(Dixon). Reserve Grand 
Champion Production 
Pen: Kaden Lingbeck, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Leaf River). Top of 
Class Roaster Market Pen 
of 3: Carson Conderman, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club 
(Byron). Grand Cham-
pion Meat Pen: Carson 
Conderman, By-Y-Bad-
gers 4-H Club (Byron). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Meat Pen: Kailee Miller, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Leaf 
River). Duck Classes: Top 
of Class Heavy Weight Old 
Hen: Grant Johnson, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class Heavy Weight Old 
Drake: Anna Marquardt, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Top of Class Heavy 
Weight Young Hen: Wes-
ley Eckerstrom, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). Top of Class Heavy 
Weight Young Drake: 
Wesley Eckerstrom, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Top of Class Medi-
um Weight Old Hen: Issac 
Williams, Summerhill 
Huskies 4-H Club (Forres-
ton). Top of Class Medium 
Weight Old Drake: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Top of 
Class Medium Weight 
Young Hen: Wesley Ecker-
strom, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Top of 
Class Medium Weight 
Young Drake: Wesley 
Eckerstrom, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Top of Class Light Weight 
Old Hen: Isaiah Akins, 
Grand Detour Greens 4-H 
Club (Polo). Top of Class 
Light Weight Old Drake: 
Anna Marquardt, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 
of Class Bantam Ducks 
Old Hen: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Top of Class Bantam 
Ducks Old Drake: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Top of Class 
Bantam Ducks Young 
Hen: Levi Eden, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 
of Class Bantam Ducks 
Young Drake: Kodi Hub-
bard, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Grand Champion 
Duck: Levi Eden, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Duck: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Geese Classes: Top of 
Class Heavy Weight Old 
Hen: Grant Johnson, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Top of 
Class Heavy Weight Old 
Gander: Grant Johnson, 
Leaf River Soaring Eagles 
4-H Club (Forreston). Top 
of Class Heavy Weight 
Young Hen: Grant John-
son, Leaf River Soaring Ea-
gles 4-H Club (Forreston). 
Top of Class Heavy Weight 
Young Gander: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Top of Class 
Light Weight Young Hen: 
Grant Johnson, Leaf River 
Soaring Eagles 4-H Club 
(Forreston). Grand Cham-
pion Goose: Grant John-
son, Leaf River Soaring Ea-
gles 4-H Club (Forreston). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Goose: Grant Johnson, 
Leaf River Soaring Eagles 
4-H Club (Forreston). 
Turkey Classes: Top of 
Class Turkey Old Tom: 
Bella Hammond, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class 
Turkey Young Hen: Elliot 
Miller, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Leaf River). Top of Class 
Turkey Young Tom: Jax-
son Miller, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Leaf River). Grand 
Champion Turkey: Bella 
Hammond, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Turkey: Elliot Miller, 

Carefree 4-H Club (Leaf 
River). Champion Pair of 
Other Fowl: Jaxon Miller, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Leaf 
River). Reserve Cham-
pion Pair of Other Fowl: 
Mason Zabran, Carefree 
4-H Club (Byron). Cham-
pion Hatched Pen: Wesley 
Eckerstrom, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Champion Backyard Bird: 
Jenna Heller, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Dixon). 
Reserve Champion Back-
yard Bird:Trent Heller, 
Grand Detour Greens 4-H 
Club (Dixon). Champion 
Costume Class: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Reserve 
Champion Costume Class: 
Ashley Harbaugh, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). Top 
of Class White Chicken 
Eggs: Kate Costello, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Brown Chicken Eggs: Kate 
Costello, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Top of Class All Other 
Eggs: Bella Hammond, 
Grand Detour Greens 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Grand 
Champion Egg Exhibit: 
Bella Hammond, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Reserve Grand 
Champion Egg Exhibit: 
Kate Costello, Grand De-
tour Greens 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Top of Class 
Decorated Eggs (Youth age 
8-11 by 9/1/2023):  Ash-
ley Harbaugh, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Top 
of Class Decorated Eggs 
(Youth age 15-18 by 
9/1/2023): Hayden Harvey, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Grand 
Champion Decorated Egg 
Exhibit: Hayden Harvey, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Reserve 
Grand Champion Deco-
rated Egg Exhibit: Ashley 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Best of 
Show: Levi Eden, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon).

Rabbit Department
Champion Jr. Show-

manship: Emily Harbaugh, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Champion Intermedi-
ate Showmanship: Tessa 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Champion Sr. 
Showmanship: Ayliv-
ia Danekas, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club (Polo). 
Champion Market Pen: 
Aylivia Danekas, Pine 
Creek Valley 4-H Club 
(Polo). Reserve Cham-
pion Market Pen: Lena 
Janoski, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction). 
Champion Single Fryer: 
Aylivia Danekas, Pine 
Creek Valley 4-H Club 
(Polo). Reserve Champion 
Single Fryer: Lena Janos-
ki, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Davis Junction). Cham-
pion Production Class: 
Aylivia Danekas, Pine 
Creek Valley 4-H Club 
(Polo). Reserve Champion 
Production Class: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Top of Class 
Jr. Doe Meat Breed: Ashley 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Top of Class 
Jr. Buck Meat Breed: Lena 
Janoski, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction). 
Top of Class Sr. Doe Meat 
Breed: Pyper Bruns, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Top of Class Sr. Buck Meat 
Breed: Anna Marquardt, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-
egon). Grand Champion 
Meat Pen: Ashley Har-
baugh, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Grand Reserve 
Champion Meat Pen: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Champi-
on Dressed Rabbit: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Reserve 
Champion Dressed Rab-
bit: Tessa Bruns, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 

of Class Jr. Doe Mini Rex 
& Rex: Aylivia Danekas, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Polo). 
Top of Class Jr. Buck 
Mini Rex & Rex: Harper 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class 
Sr. Doe Mini Rex & Rex: 
Mason Zabran, Carefree 
4-H Club (Byron). Top of 
Class Sr. Buck Mini Rex & 
Rex: Pyper Bruns, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 
of Class Jr. Doe All Other 
Breeds: Emily Harbaugh, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Cha-
na). Top of Class Jr. Buck 
All Other Breeds: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana). Top of Class 
Sr. Doe All Other Breeds: 
Harper Bruns, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Top 
of Class Sr. Buck All Other 
Breeds: Aylivia Danekas, 
Pine Creek Valley 4-H 
Club (Polo). Top of Class 
Jr. Doe Lop: Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class Jr. 
Buck Lop: Cora Mickley, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club (Rochelle). Top of 
Class Sr. Doe Lop: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Top of 
Class Sr. Buck Lop: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Grand 
Champion Fancy Rabbit: 
Anna Marquardt, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Fancy Rabbit: Piper 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class 
Jr. Doe Crossbred: Tessa 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class Jr. 
Buck Crossbred: Pyper 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Top of Class Sr. 
Doe Crossbred: Alyvia 
Danekas, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Polo). Top of Class 
Sr. Buck Crossbred: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Grand 
Champion Crossbred Rab-
bit: Pyper Bruns, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Crossbred Rabbit: Aly-
via Danekas, Carefree 
4-H Club (Polo). Top of 
Class Jr. Doe Pet Bunny 
Class: Hunter Kremske, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Top of 
Class Jr. Buck Pet Bunny 
Class: Hunter Kremske, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Top of 
Class Sr. Doe Pet Bunny 
Class: Aubrey Kusnierz, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club 
(Davis Junction). Top of 
Class Sr. Buck Pet Bunny 
Class: Madeline Kusnierz, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club 
(Davis Junction). Grand 
Champion Pet Bunny: 
Madeline Kusniez, Mighty 
Clovers 4-H Club (Davis 
Junction). Reserve Grand 
Champion Pet Bunny: 
Hunter Kremske, Black-
hawk Crossing 4-H Club 
(Oregon). Champion Cos-
tume Class: Piper Bruns, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Reserve Champion 
Costume Class: Ellie Schi-
er, Carefree 4-H Club (Mt. 
Morris). Best of Show: 
Anna Marquardt, Carefree 
4-H Club (Oregon). Best 
Reserved of Show: Ashley 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Chana).

Sheep Department
Champion Suffolk Ju-

nior Ewe Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Reserve Champion Suf-
folk Junior Ewe Lamb: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Champion Suf-
folk Yearling Ewe: Nolan 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Reserve Champion Suf-
folk Yearling Ewe: Nolan 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Champion Pair of Suffolk 
Lambs: Kaitlyn Adams, 

Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Grand Cham-
pion Ewe Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Ewe Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Grand Champion Yearling 
Ewe: Nolan Adams, Ogle 
Jolly4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Reserve Grand 
Champion Yearling Ewe: 
Nolan Adams, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). Grand Champion 
Pair of Lambs: Kaitlyn Ad-
ams, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Grand 
Champion Overall Fe-
male: Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Reserve Grand 
Champion Overall Fe-
male: Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). COMMERCIAL 
CLASSES: Champion 
Commercial Senior Ewe 
Lamb: Luke Lichty, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Mon-
roe Center). Champion 
Commercial Junior Ewe 
Lamb: Blakelynn Swan-
son, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Reserve 
Champion Commercial 
Junior Ewe Lamb:  Del-
aney Byers, Summerhill 
Huskies 4-H Club (For-
reston). Champion Pair 
of Commercial Lambs: 
Delaney Byers, Summer-
hill Huskies 4-H Club (For-
reston). Grand Champion 
Commercial Ewe: Luke 
Lichty, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Commercial Ewe: Blake-
lynn Swanson, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). MARKET LAMB 
CLASSES: Champion 
Light Weight Southdown 
Market Lamb: Blakelynn 
Swanson, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Reserve Champion Light 
Weight Southdown Market 
Lamb:  Katelyn Bowers, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Cham-
pion Hampshire Market 
Lamb: Gwen Hall, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). Reserve Cham-
pion Hampshire Market 
Lamb:  Blakelynn Swan-
son, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Cham-
pion Shropshire Market 
Lamb: Gwen Hall, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). Reserve Cham-
pion Shropshire Market 
Lamb: Aubrey Janoski, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Da-
vis Junction). Champion 
Montadale Market Lamb: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). Champion Any Other 
Wool Breed Market Lamb: 
Nolan Adams, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Stillman Val-
ley). Champion Whiteface 
Market Lamb: Blakelynn 
Swanson, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Reserve Champion White-
face Market Lamb: Kaitlyn 
Bowers, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Champion 
Blackface Market Lamb: 
Blakelynn Swanson, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Reserve Cham-
pion Blackface Market 
Lamb: Gwen Hall, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). Champion Light 
Weight Crossbred Mar-
ket Lamb:  Emily Buttel, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Reserve Champion Light 
Weight Crossbred Market 
Lamb: Ty Horn, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club (Rochelle). 
Champion Heavy Weight 
Crossbred Market Lamb: 
Blakelynn Swanson, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley). Reserve Champi-
on Heavy Weight Cross-
bred Market Lamb: Ty 
Horn, Ogle Jolly 4-H 

Club (Rochelle). Grand 
Champion Overall Market 
Lamb: Blakelynn Swan-
son, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Reserve 
Grand Champion Overall 
Market Lamb: Gwen Hall, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Mon-
roe Center). Champion 
Pair of White-Face Market 
Lambs:  Delaney Byers, 
Summerhill Huskies 4-H 
Club (Forreston). Cham-
pion Pair of Black-Face 
Market Lambs: Gwen 
Hall, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Reserve Champion Pair 
of Black-Face Market 
Lambs: Blakelynn Swan-
son, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). Grand 
Champion Pair of Market 
Lambs: Gwen Hall, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). Reserve Grand 
Champion Pair of Market 
Lambs: Blakelynn Swan-
son, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Stillman Valley). SHOW-
MANSHIP: Champion Ju-
nior Showmanship: Nolan 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Stillman Valley). 
Champion Intermediate 
Showmanship: Ty Horn, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Ro-
chelle). Champion Senior 
Showmanship: Aubree 
Janoski, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction).

Swine Department
Champion Junior Show-

manship: Emree Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Champion Intermediate 
Showmanship: Ayden Al-
derks, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Monroe Center). Champi-
on Senior Showmanship: 
Gwen Hall, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Grand Champion Breed-
ing Gilt: Grady Poliska, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Davis 
Junction). Reserve Grand 
Champion Breeding Gilt: 
Ayden Alderks, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club (Monroe Cen-
ter). 3rd Place Breeding 
Gilt: Eralynn Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
4th Place Breeding Gilt: 
Gwen Hall, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
5th Place Breeding Gilt: 
Cooper Alderks, Carefree 
4-H Club (Chana). Grand 
Champion Market Swine: 
Gwen Hall, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Monroe Center). 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Market Swine: Grady 
Poliska, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction). 
3rd Place Market Swine: 
Cooper Alderks, Care-
free 4-H Club (Chana). 
4th Place Market Swine: 
Ayden Alderks, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). 5th Place Market 
Swine: Eralynn Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Barrows: Max Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Pair of Barrows: Boone Al-
derks, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Chana). Grand Champion 
Pair of Gilts: Ayden Al-
derks, Ogle Jolly 4-H Club 
(Monroe Center). Reserve 
Grand Champion Pair of 
Gilts: Levi Eden, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Champion Ogle County 
Born & Raised Gilt: Grady 
Poliska, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club (Davis Junction). 
Reserve Champion Ogle 
County Born & Raised 
Gilt: Ayden Alderks, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Monroe 
Center). Champion Ogle 
County Born & Raised 
Barrow: Max Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club (Leaf River). 
Reserve Champion Ogle 
County Born & Raised 
Barrow:  Ayden Alderks, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club (Mon-
roe Center).

4-H: Ogle County Livestock Project winners announced
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