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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Museum & Historical 
Society is thrilled to host a 
talk on the history of one of 
Mendota’s important local 
landmarks, Lake Kakusha, 
presented by Audrey More-
no, at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 5. The talk will take 
place in MMHS’s new 
space at 907 Washington St., 
Mendota.

Moreno will delve into the 
history of Lake Kakusha and 
the role it plays in the control 
of flooding in Mendota. She 
is a Conservation Technician 
and Educator for the LaSal-
le County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and an 
advocate for environmental 
education and sustainable 
agriculture. Moreno’s jour-

ney from rural landscapes 
to sustainable conservation 
farming and nature-based 
education exemplifies her 
dedication to fostering a love 
for the environment in young 

and old alike.
Tickets are $10 each and 

can be reserved either on the 
MMHS website, mendota-
museums.org, or by calling 
815-539-3373.

OGLESBY – A $30,000 
contribution by Mendo-
ta-based Black Bros. Co. has 
helped Illinois Valley Com-
munity College to expand 
and upgrade its computer 
aided design and manufac-
turing labs.

The six new state-of-
the-art Prusa 3-D printers 
for the CAD lab expands 
the lab’s stable of printers. 
More students will be able to 
print and test their designs in 
a classroom period, and the 
new printers are faster and the 
supplies more cost-effective, 
said Program Coordinator 
Dorene Data. Previously, 
students might have to wait 
days to complete a design 
rendering.

CAD detailers sketch 
everything from simple 
parts to complex buildings 
to small electronic compo-
nents to artificial human 
body organs. Their skills take 
them into civil engineering, 
architecture, electrical engi-
neering, water treatment, and 
building industries, among 
other fields.

IVCC recently accepted a $30,000 donation from Black Bros. Co. machinery manu-
facturing in Mendota to purchase equipment for the CAD and manufacturing labs. 
Left to right, are Kim Herout, administrative assistant IVCC Workforce Development 
Division; Black Bros. CFO Megan Kneebone; IVCC President Dr. Tracy Morris; Black 
Bros. Owner Evan Carroll; IVCC Manufacturing Program Coordinator Scott Fox 
and Dr. Vicki Trier, IVCC Vice President for Academic Affairs. (Photos contributed)

Black Bros. donation helps IVCC
expand CAD, manufacturing labs
q Contribution aids in purchase of state-of-the-art equipment

IVCC Program Coordinator Dorene Data demonstrates new 
3-D printers purchased through the Black Bros. donation.

History of Lake Kakusha to be
discussed at September 5 event

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON – 
Farmland values continue to 
rise but show signs of cooling 
off compared to increases in 
recent years.

The farm real estate value, 
a measurement of the value 
of all land and buildings on 
farms, averaged $4,170 per 
acre for 2024, up $200 (5%) 
per acre from 2023, accord-
ing to USDA’s National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service’s 
(NASS) annual land values 
summary. This follows a 
6.7%, or $250, increase 
between 2022 and 2023 and 
marks the fourth consecutive 

Cropland and farm real estate values remain strong, 
according to a recent USDA report, despite lower crop 
prices and tightening margins. (Photo by Catrina Rawson 
of FarmWeek)

Farmland prices climb; rental rates set record

Lake Kakusha

A tabletop water jet will 
expand and update the manu-
facturing program’s machin-
ery for subtractive manufac-
turing. “We currently have 
a wide variety of mills and 
lathes, but lacked other forms 
of machinery for subtractive 
manufacturing,” said Shane 
Lange, who was Dean of 
Workforce Development at 
the time.

Subtractive manufactur-
ing covers a variety of con-

trolled machining processes, 
such as turning, milling, 
drilling, grinding and water 
jet. The process involves 
removing material to create 
a final shape and dimension 
to match a blueprint.

Manufacturing Program 
Coordinator Scott Fox said 
students will use the new 
equipment to produce parts 

increase in agricultural land 
values.

Cropland value averaged 
a record $5,570 per acre, an 
increase of $250 per acre 
(4.7%) from the previous 
year, and pastureland is up 
5.2% to $1,830 an acre over 
last year.

NASS also released its 
cash rents survey results, 
showing values for cropland 
were up 3.2% to a record 
$160 per acre.

“While record rental rates 
are an increased production 
expense for renters, on the 
flip side, when land values 
stagnate or decrease, so do 
collateral values, limiting 

farmers’ ability to secure 
loans and access the in-
creased capital needed to 
acquire higher-cost inputs,” 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation Economist Dan-
iel Munch said in a recent 
Market Intel.

Agricultural land values 
vary significantly throughout 
the country, with the highest 
real estate values concen-
trated in areas producing 
high-value crops, such as 
wine grapes and tree nuts in 
California. Areas near urban 
centers with limited devel-
opable land, particularly in 
Northeast states, experience 
upward pressure on real es-

tate values from competing 
uses. Much of the Midwest 
had higher total comparative 
agricultural land values, 
followed by the South and 
Pacific Northwest, with the 
Plains and Mountain states 
experiencing the lowest 
values.

In Illinois, the farm real 
estate value averaged $8,700 
per acre — a 3% increase 
from 2023, while the crop-
land value came in at $9,550, 
which is a $3.2% bump.

The cash rental rate in 
Illinois averaged $269 for the 

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA - The Men-
dota City Council heard an 
update about progress being 
made in the 700 block of 
Illinois Avenue and the status 
of the swimming pool during 
its Aug. 19 regular meeting.

In regard to Illinois Ave-
nue, a letter was shared with 
the owner of the building at 
the northwest corner of the 
700 block of Illinois Avenue 
about what is required as far 
as maintenance to the build-
ing that was damaged during 
the December 2022 fire. Con-
struction to the roof, securing 
a beam inside the building, 
covering windows and fixing 
of gutters are items that need 
to be addressed. The roof is 
mostly repaired and up to 
code and the building should 
be enclosed in the next sever-
al weeks. Gutters at the back 
of the building need repaired 
to stop water from running 
into the building.

The city now owns all 

City Council hears update about
progress made on Illinois Avenue
q Mendota looking into possibility of a new swimming pool

of the empty lots between 
the buildings still standing. 
The old Meyers Furniture 
building, which the city also 
owns, has been cleared of 
asbestos and mold will be 
removed from the basement. 
After that, any demolition 
that needs to be done will be 
completed and the city will 
go forward with putting the 
building back together.

ALDERMANIC 
REPORTS

Prior to the meeting, a 
public hearing was held to 
express views on the pro-
posed Open Space Land 
Acquisition and Develop-
ment (OSLAD) Grant FY25 

project offered through the 
Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources. Alderperson 
Vicki Johnson expressed her 
appreciation to the approxi-
mately one dozen people who 
attended the public hearing.

On or about Friday, Sept. 
13, 2024, the city of Mendota 
intends to apply for the OS-
LAD Grant project offered 
through the IDNR. The 
program is a state-financed 
grant program that provides 
funding assistance to local 
government agencies for 
acquisition and/or develop-
ment of land for public parks 
and open space.

Alderman Mark Peasley 
said Mendota Elementary 
School District 289 recently 
purchased new playground 
equipment for Northbrook 
School and gave the old 
equipment to the city, which 
will be recycled back into the 
community.
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By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Over the 
last month, Main Street 
Station has had to turn down 
carry outs and have sold 
out of chicken wings every 
Thursday night.

It’s because on Aug. 24, 
the bar and restaurant staple 
of Mendota for the last 35 
years, will be closing its 
doors for the final time for 
the public.

“Mendota has been very 
supportive of us. And it’s not 
just the locals,” said Main 
Street owner and chef, Dave 
“Tex” McNally. “There are 
people who travel from Wis-
consin to Florida every year 
and back. They stop here in 
December and stop in March. 
They’ve been doing it for 20 
years because they liked our 
menu, the atmosphere, and 
our service.”

The menu, the atmo-
sphere, or the service wasn’t 
manifested overnight or as 
soon as Tex and Dave Boelk 
bought Main Street in the 
1980s. It was built organi-
cally through the years.

McNally had nine years of 
restaurant experience before 
Main Street was even a thing.

Then it developed into a 
big thing…a station.

“I started off as a dish 
washer when I was 14. I was 
then a prep cook and was 
promoted to head cook at La 
Bistro when I was 18 or 19,” 
McNally said. “La Bistro was 
where El Zarape is now in the 
1980s and it closed in 1985.

“I was then cooking at 
the Elks full-time (where he 
worked for 11 years). The 
mayor now, Dave Boelk, and 
I thought buying a bar would 
be a great idea when we were 
23 years old. That’s what we 
did; we bought the bar in 
1987. I kept cooking at the 

Elks while running the bar. I 
bought the building next door 
to Main Street (The Other 
Side) in 1997 and opened a 
restaurant in 1998.

“The idea of having two 
businesses, a bar and a restau-
rant, side by side didn’t work 
out the greatest. We closed 
the restaurant and used it 
as a rental for parties such 
as birthdays, retirements, 
graduations, anniversaries. 
We merged the restaurant and 
bar into Main Street.”

In 1994, Joanne came into 
the Main Street picture.

What was just helping out 
became a career and family 
endeavor.

“Before we were married, 
I told him I would help him 
out during my first Sweet 
Corn Festival in 1994. We 
got married in 1996,” said 
Joanne McNally. “I worked 
in retail management and 
the person I worked for 
sold the business. I was 
pregnant with our daughter, 
Kathryn. We decided that 
wasn’t going to work and 
I came back to work at 
Main Street. I bartended 
for a little bit when I was 
pregnant.

“We were waiting for 
her to be born before we 
opened the restaurant. She 
was born Nov. 3 and we 
opened Nov. 18. It was a 
very crazy time. I had never 
served food, cooked, or 
waitressed. Betty Tieman 
was his boss at La Bistro 
and she taught me every-
thing.”

Since then, the McNal-
lys made it a mission to 
offer a relaxing place to 
get a beverage or grab a 
bite to eat.

Not just any old bite, but 
an item catered to them.

“We saw what people 
liked and what they wanted 

in home cooked meals over 
the years. That’s what we 
catered to, the meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, and gravy 
type of meals,” Tex said. 
“We tried different things 
to see what people would 
like. We added what people 
liked to the menu and took a 
few things off that weren’t 
popular over the years.

“Not a lot of places in 
Mendota serve fish, so on 
Friday nights we made 
a nice seafood menu for 
people to enjoy. Saturdays 
were always a mix between 
French cuisine I made at 
La Bistro to prime rib to 
famous style chicken.”

Joanne had to talk Tex 
out of a few menu deduc-
tions a time or two.

And during other con-
versations, he wanted to 
add tasty delicacies. 

“We really tried to cater 
to everyone. We tried to 
cater to the people who 
wanted a burger and the 
people who want a fillet or 
the upper scale meal with-
out having to feel like they 
needed to dress up to come 
in,” Joanne said. “We’re a 
bar and grill, everyone is 
the same here.

“We tried really hard to 
make that a priority. Over 
the years, he has said we 
need to downsize the menu 
and make it easier, but it’s 
hard because we had some-
thing that has worked well, 
people expect, and we tried 
to stick with that.”

Main Street Station has 
been listed for sale for the 
last three years.

Between Tex’s back and 
Joanne’s feet, children, 
grandchildren, and want-
ing to travel, they thought 
about retirement.

With a few more years 
added and thousands, may-

be millions, of orders made 
for their customers, they 
want to truly get to the 
other side of Main Street.

Although, it will be 
emotional, and not an easy 
transition.

“The people we have 
here are not just customers, 
they’re our friends,” said 
Joanne. “We have made 

so many friendships over 
the years doing this. The 
people I hope to continue to 
see, I don’t know if I’ll see. 
They’ve always been very 
supportive of us. We’ll miss 
everyone. We really will.”

“We wanted to go out 
successfully, not unsuc-
cessfully, in terms of people 
being able to use their gift 

cards or say goodbye in-
stead of something happen-
ing to us health wise where 
we’d have to shut the doors 
immediately. We wanted to 
do it when we decided to 
make the decision.” 

Main Street Station has 
not been bought from the 
McNally family and is still 
listed on the market.

A staple in Mendota bar and restaurant business, Main Street Station, is closing 
Saturday, Aug. 24. Tex McNally, right, bought the bar in 1987, Joanne came 
aboard in 1994, they were married in 1996, had a child 15 days before opening 
The Other Side in 1998, and created fantastic food and memories along the way. 
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Last call at Main Street Station
After 35 years, the McNally family is permanently closing the Mendota bar, restaurant on Saturday, Aug. 24
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By BRANDON LaCHANCE 
Staff writer

LaMoille– Joyce Sondgeroth wasn’t 
expecting the conversation about a benefit 
for her son Tim.

She wasn’t expecting neighbors, 
friends, the community of LaMoille to plan 
and organize Rampin’ Up 
for Tim or for them to host 
the benefit on August 18 at 
the LaMoille Lions Club.

As she calls them, “The 
Committee” did exactly 
that and approximately 350 
people came out to support 
Tim Sondgeroth.

“I get so emotional be-
cause everyone has been 
so supportive throughout 
all of this with Tim,” Joyce 
Sondgeroth said. “I am so 
humbled that people would 
take it upon themselves to 
help. We could probably do it on our own. 
It would be a struggle, but we could do it.

“But there are great people who 
thought, ‘Let’s make life easier for 
them.’” 

Tim will be 52 on October 23.
On July 12, 1993 while working at 

Carter Lumber outside of Mendota be-
fore his junior year at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale, he was in a au-
tomobile accident where he was hit head 
on by a semitruck.

“He had a traumatic brain injury. He 
was in a coma for 16 days and had to 
relearn everything,” Tim’s mother said. 
“He got to come home for a little bit. 
Tim went to brain injury rehabilitation 
in September in Carbondale. He was then 
home in December. His biggest problem 
was short-term memory and seizures.”

The LaMoille Lion was able to go 
back to SIU for a semester in 1994 but 
he had a hard time. He instead attended 
Illinois Valley Community College and 
obtained an associate degree. 

Tim marred his wife Erin in 1998 and 
have three kids in Evan (now 24), Ian 
(22) and Autumn (19).

Although life seemed to be figured out, 
there were still seizure issues.

He went into an electrician’s appren-
tice program, but the unpredictable sei-
zures forced doctors to tell Tim to stop. 
He couldn’t cook on the stove, mow the 
yard, or walk down the basement steps 
to do the laundry because at any time, 
Tim could convulse. 

A medical team at Northwestern Uni-
versity encouraged the Sondgeroths to 
have a surgical procedure where electrodes 
were implanted in Tim’s brain to see if they 
could find out where seizure activity was 
coming from on April 2, 2019.

After the seven-hour procedure, they 
realized one of the electrodes nicked an 
artery and he had to go back into emer-
gency surgery. Surgeons took out part 
of his skull and placed a titanium clip 
to stop the bleeding as he was hemor-
rhaging, having strokes, and blood clots 
were formed.

The incident left him paralyzed on 
his right side. He has some movement in 
his left arm and leg. Tim is non-verbal 
because of a tracheotomy, which includes 
a feeding tube. He is also on a ventilator 

the Sondgeroths hope he can soon live 
without. 

He went from three seizure medicines 
a day to a daily regimen of 15 meds.

“Tim doesn’t have mobility in his 
knees, so he doesn’t bend. To take him 
to doctor’s appointments we had to 

call an ambulance and pay 
them or rent a van,” Joyce 
said. “Through a friendly 
company, we were able 
to purchase a 2020 Dodge 
Caravan in May after we 
were able to secure a loan. 
We’re making payments and 
paying for insurance, but 
it’s expensive for us since 
we’re both retired.”

Denise Billhorn had been 
paying attention.

Billhorn, who is a year 
younger than Tim’s sister 
Vicky and a year older than 

Tim, has known the Sondgeroths since 
she moved to LaMoille over 30 years ago.

“There was a benefit thrown for Tim 
four or five years ago after he had had a 
surgery that didn’t go as planned,” Billhorn 
said. “The benefit helped with medical bills 
and expenses because they were expensive. 
But they still didn’t have transportation for 
Tim. There was a GoFundMe page and I’d 
see it from time to time. 

“The one-time Joyce added a note on 
the page about needing funds for trans-
portation because every time they needed 
to take him somewhere they had to call 
an ambulance, get the transport, and pay 
for it. It wasn’t a good situation for him.

“She had put another message about 
a down payment on a van. Just knowing 
what the family has gone through, their 
worlds have been turned upside down, 
knowing his parents are retired and their 
finances aren’t open for anything, you just 
knew their situation was tight.”

Billhorn reached out to a pastor and it 
turned into four churches (Zion Lutheran 
Church of Clarion Elca, LaMoille United 
Methodist Church, First Congregational 
Chruch of LaMoille, and First Baptist 
Chuch of LaMoille) lending a helping hand.

Then came the help of “The Commit-
tee” aka Scott Beattie, Jacob Bonnell, 
Vickey Bonnell, Bill Glass, Sharon Sarff, 
Colleen Stamberger, and Sarah Stuepert. 

“I asked for people who would be 
interested in helping get it going. I had 
a hand full of people say, ‘Yes, I’m in. 
I’ll do whatever I need to do.’ There is a 
small “committee” who met on Tuesdays 
to get it done,” Billhorn said. “I just had 
a feeling that is how it was going to be. 
In the community of LaMoille, that’s 
just what happens. When someone needs 
something, we come together. This will 
be the third benefit I’ve been a part of 
and they have all been huge successes.

“I honestly didn’t think it would be 
anything different and people would come 
together to help Tim because that’s how 
the community of LaMoille responds to 
their community members.”

Rampin’ Up for Tim is still taking 
donation on the Rampin’ Up for Tim 
Facebook page, the GoFundMe Page for 
Tim Sondgeroth, or at 815-716-3716 or 
815-866-2154.

Neighbors aiding neighbors, 
friends helping friends

LaMoille comes together for “Rampin’ 
Up for Tim” to help Sondgeroth family

Rampin’ Up for Tim brought approximately 350 neighbors and friends together on 
Sunday, Aug. 18 at the LaMoille Lions Club. The benefit was to help fund a van the 
Sondgeroth family purchased for Tim Sondgeroth, who is paralyzed on his right side 
and cannot bend his legs after an automobile accident in 1993 and a errant surgical 
procedure in 2019. (Reporter photos by Brandon LaChance)

Rocky Railway Community Vacation Bible School
Before school officially started in August, three churches in Mendota (Zion United Method-
ist Church, First United Methodist Church, First Presbyterian Church) came together to 
host a week of bible school. Kids from other churches were also part of the exciting event. 
They had a week full of learning and fun as they checked out the Mendota Union Depot 
Railroad Museum and went into the locomotive outside of the museum. (Photo contributed)

OTTAWA – The LaSalle County 
Farm Bureau Foundation is offering 
delicious frozen food meals for a family 
of four to five people.

Custom BBQ Catering meals are 
made with fresh and delicious ingredi-
ents that everyone will love.  The frozen 
meals include 10 family-sized dinners 
for only $195 for Farm Bureau mem-
bers and $200 for non-members. Each 
meal comes with heating instructions.  
The new menu for fall is Chicken and 
Biscuits, Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese, 
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pasta, Ham 
& Beans, Smoked Pork Tenderloin, 
Swiss Steak, Pulled Pork, Chuckwagon 
Beans, Hawaiian Chicken, and Broccoli 
Cheese Soup.

All orders are due in the office via 
check by mail, credit card by phone or 
Venmo @LaSalleCounty-FarmBureau 
by Friday, Sept. 6. Meal pick-up will 
be at the LaSalle County Farm Bu-
reau office on Friday, Oct. 4 between 
3:30-5 p.m. 

By purchasing these frozen meals, 
you are not only supporting LaSalle 
County Farm Bureau Foundation but 
also enjoying delicious food that’s easy 
to prepare. All proceeds will go to the 
LaSalle County Farm Bureau Founda-
tion Ag in the Classroom programs that 
provides FREE hands-on agriculture 
lessons to fourth grade classrooms in 
LaSalle County.

Farm Bureau Foundation 
food-to-freezer fundraiser begins
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Doris Brown
PAW PAW – Doris (Blair) Brown, 

91, formerly of Paw Paw, died Nov. 
2, 2023, in Ames, Iowa.

A memorial service will be held 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, at 
First Presbyterian Church of Paw 
Paw with Brown family members 
and friends in the community. The 
family will greet guests at a visitation 
from 1-2 p.m. at the church.

Doris was born June 16, 1932, in 
Fairfield, Iowa, to Hazel (Miksch) 
and Verl Blair. She graduated from Fairfield High School 
and Iowa State University in Ames where she was crowned 
Homecoming Queen in 1951. Doris met her future husband 
soon after Homecoming festivities and she passed away during 
Homecoming Week 2023, perfect timing as she entered her 
eternal home.

Doris is survived by her four children, Bryan (Linda) 
Brown of St. Louis, Mo., Bruce (Barbara) Stewart-Brown 
of Boulder, Colo., Gayle (Tyler Holck) Brown of Gilbert, 
Iowa, and Diane (Mark) Ditman of Sugar Land, Texas; 
eight grandchildren, Elaine (Gregg) Bauer of St. Louis, 
Jaime (Jonathan Graessle) Ditman of Jacksonville, Fla., 
Ben (Emily) Stewart-Brown of Boulder, Matt (Lizzie) 
Ditman of Missouri City, Texas; Lauren Stewart-Brown 
of Seattle, Wash., Blair (Jack) Sanders of Ames, Johanna 
(Ryan) Jolivette of Ames, and Garrison Holck of Miami, 
Fla.; five great-grandchildren; and her sister, Joyce Stanley 
of Fairfield.

Doris was preceded in death by her parents, husband 
Wayne, and sister Marilyn. Doris’s sister Dixie followed 
her in death.

After college graduation in 1954, she married Wayne 
Brown, DVM. Doris taught Home Economics and English 
in Maxwell, Iowa, prior to moving to Orion, Ill., when Dr. 
Brown joined a veterinary practice near Moline. In 1957, 
the Browns moved with their two boys to Macon, Ga., as 
Wayne served in the U.S. Air Force.

In 1959, Doris and Wayne moved to Paw Paw where 
two girls soon joined the family. Doris and Wayne were 
involved in the community as they started the Paw Paw 
Veterinary Clinic and later established the Tri-County 
Veterinary Service in Earlville where Doris helped in 
the clinic. In 1982, Doris and Wayne led the Paw Paw 
Centennial Committee, and they authored One Hundred 
Years of Veterinary Medicine in Illinois, a pictorial history 
book with stories.

Doris was active in the American Veterinary Medical 
Association Auxiliary serving as editor of VET SET mag-
azine in the Illinois Auxiliary chapter. She was a member 
of P.E.O., a national philanthropic and educational group, 
Collegiate Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church 
of Paw Paw, and Indian Oaks Country Club in Shabbona.

One of her greatest joys was connecting with wonderful 
friends and families in Illinois and Iowa. Doris loved to 
initiate gatherings with a seasonal theme, and she had a 
job suggestion for everyone including family members. 
She enjoyed socializing during competitive golf and bridge 
games. Doris cherished her marriage to Wayne for 61 years.

Information about the Sept. 1 memorial service in Paw 
Paw will be posted at www.tormanfuneralhome.com. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw or the Doris and Wayne 
Brown Memorial Scholarship Fund at Iowa State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Visit Iowa State Foun-
dation to contribute to the veterinary student scholarship 
fund in honor of Doris and Wayne Brown.

Richard C. Jackson
MENDOTA – Richard “Buzz” 

C. Jackson, 76, of Mendota, passed 
away peacefully in his home on Aug. 
13, 2024.

Funeral services will be at noon 
on Wednesday, Aug. 21, at the Mer-
ritt Funeral Home in Mendota with 
Pastor David Jungnickel officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota with military 
honors by Mendota VFW Post 4079. 
Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. until time of services.

Richard was born April 28, 1948, in Chicago, to Howard 
and Shirley (Benson) Jackson. He graduated from Mendota 
High School in 1966.

Richard is survived by his wife, Flora Jackson of Mendota; 
sons, Dale (Niccole) Jackson of Conroe, Texas, and Howie 
(Kelly) Jackson of Mendota; daughter, Lisa (Sean) McPeak 
of Appleton, Wis.; grandchildren, Hannah, Jordan, Madison, 
Celah, Kyler, Nathan (Kylie), Myah (Rebecca), Quinton and 
Jacquis; great-grandchildren, Nayeli, Paxton and Mylie; sister, 
Casey “Hap” Gehant; nieces and nephews; his beloved cat 
Rudy and dogs Frank and Beans; and special friends Joe, 
Kathie, Dale, Jenny, Steve, Angela, Glen, Theresa and the 
girls at Fresenius Kidney Care in Dixon.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Howard and 
Shirley Jackson.

Richard honorably served in the U.S. Navy as a Radio Oper-
ator on the USS Perkins and was a veteran of the Vietnam War.

While stationed in the Philippines, he met the love of his 
life, Flora. They were married on Sept. 17, 1970. When he 
was honorably discharged, they moved to Mendota, where 
they raised their three children, Dale, Lisa and Howie.

Richard started his career as an electrician with Foster Grant 
in Peru and continued his career through multiple company 
acquisitions and finally retired with Flint Hills after 47 years.

There was nothing more important to him than his family. 
Everything he did in his life was for them. Richard enjoyed 
driving across the country for family vacations every summer 
and being active in every activity his children were in. His 
other loves in life included his beloved pets and his cars – he 
was a mustang man. He also enjoyed going to the Chicago 
Car Show and traveling to Wisconsin for the EAA Air Show, 
but his all-time favorite thing to do was to enjoy the meals 
of the best cook in the world, Flora.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Thelma L. Shirey
MENDOTA – Thelma L. Shirey, 

88, of Mendota, passed away peace-
fully on Wednesday Aug. 14, 2024, 
at Allure Nursing Home, Mendota.

Cremation rites have been accord-
ed. A celebration of life and burial 
will be held at a later date. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting 
the family.

Thelma was born on April 5, 1936, 
in Yosemite, Ky., to Alfred and Mary 
(Morgan) Ponder. She was the eldest 
of 12 children. Thelma married Fred Shirey in January of 
1958 and became a lifelong resident of Mendota.

Thelma is survived by three children, son, Brian (Re-
nee) Shirey of Roanoke, and two daughters, Karen (Jay) 
LeRette of Compton and Kristi (Henry) Snider of Hooks, 
Texas; two sisters, Margaret Black and Bonnie Smither; 
three brothers, James Ponder, Robert Ponder and Edward 
Ponder; nine grandchildren, Melissa Orvis, Sonia Botello, 
Joseph LeRette, Kelsey Shirey, Ariel Delaney, Taylor Shirey, 
LauRen Jimenez, Sabrina LaFayette, Benny Snider; and 11 
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her husband Fred, she was preceded in 
death by her parents; four sisters, Pauline Durham, Francis 
Davis, Wanda Joyce Ponder and Sarah Ellen Ponder; two 
brothers, Paul Ponder and Franklin Ponder; and a grandson, 
Aaron M. Shirey.

Thelma graduated high school in 1956 and from Berea 
College Foundation School, Berea, Ky., with a Certified 
Nursing Assistant degree. 

Thelma worked at Mendota Community Hospital, Del 
Monte Corporation seasonally and Mendota Lutheran Home 
for 20 plus years.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Jeffrey A. Lemmer
SUBLETTE – Jeffrey Alan Lem-

mer, 63, of Sublette, passed away on 
Aug. 15, 2024.

A public visitation will be held for 
Jeffrey on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, 
from 2-5 p.m. at Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota. The funeral service 
will be at 11 a.m. Monday, Aug. 26, 
also at Merritt Funeral Home. Burial 
will follow at the Union Cemetery 
in LaMoille.

He was born April 17, 1961, in 
Mendota.

Jeffrey is survived by his loving family. He leaves be-
hind his daughters, Megan (Aaron) Smith of Lake Bluff, 
and Morgan (Christine) Lemmer-Webber of East Hampton, 
Mass., and his son, Joshua (Rickee) Lemmer of Sublette. He 
was also a proud grandfather to Arie, Jenisis, Ethan, Jersi, 
Landen, and Wyatt and great-grandfather to Kane, Abel, 
and Berkeley. Jeff is also survived by his siblings, Karen 
Lemmer of Sublette, Gary (Debbie) Lemmer of Mendota, 
Robert (Amanda) Lemmer of Amboy, and Brenda Lemmer 
of Sublette.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Donald and 
Dorothy Lemmer.

Jeffrey, a lifelong resident of Sublette, was a retired 
forklift operator with a quick sense of humor. His hobbies 
included music, motorcycles, collecting antiques, restoration 
and renovation.

Memorials are to be established. The family kindly requests 
plants in lieu of flowers. Please visit www.merrittfh.com.

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.

Area students graduate from WIU
MACOMB/MOLINE - A total of 1,083 students earned 

academic degrees or post-baccalaureate certificates after the 
Spring 2024 semester at Western Illinois University.

Bachelor’s degrees were awarded to 670 graduates.
Academic distinction was awarded to baccalaureate 

graduates who achieved high grade point averages. This 
includes: Summa Cum Laude, 3.90 GPA or higher on a 4.0 
scale; Magna Cum Laude, 3.75-3.89 GPA; and Cum Laude, 
3.6-3.74 GPA.

Master’s and doctoral degrees were earned by 413 graduates.
Among the graduates were Noelle E. Jones of Amboy, 

Master of Business Administration, Business Administra-
tion, and Elizabeth A Orwig of Ohio, (Summa Cum Laude), 
Bachelor of Science in Education, Special Education.

G. Peasley named to Palmer Dean’s List
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Gabrielle Peasley of Mendota has 

been named to the 2024 spring trimester Dean’s List at Palmer 
College of Chiropractic’s Main Campus in Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the first and largest college 
in the chiropractic profession, has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port Orange, Fla.

M. Eager graduates from Palmer College
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Madeline Eager of Mendota 

graduated with a Doctor of Chiropractic degree from Palmer 
College of Chiropractic’s Main Campus in Davenport, Iowa, 
on June 14, 2024.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the first and largest college 
in the chiropractic profession, has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Calif.; and Port Orange, Fla.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Brought to you each week by:

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Lifeguard chair at the Mendota Swimming Pool Winner: Pat Beals

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 
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LOCAL AND AREA

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

815-535-6295

06
24

20
24

View our current listings at  
www.Erbes-Realty.com

• Siding & Brick  
Cleaning

• Clean & Seal  
Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,  
Houses, Etc

• Commercial and Residential 
Surface Cleaning with Mobile 
Hot and Cold Treatments

T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
815.530.4464 03282022

T2

FREE QUOTES!

Power Power 
Washing Washing 

(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday - Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm

Sunday • 10 am to 4

08
05

20
24

Authentic Mexican Food!

first half of 2024, which is the 
fifth highest in the country 
behind Arizona, California, 
Hawaii and Iowa.

“As pressures on open 
land intensify across the 
nation for residential and 
energy development, leas-
ing cropland becomes less 
profitable,” Munch said. 
“These trends have been 
strengthened by some em-
ployees’ ability to work at 
home or away from a central 
urban office location, which 
provides people flexibility to 
work from rural communities 
and buy properties that com-
pete with agricultural land 
use. Previously heightened 
commodity prices that led to 
larger increases in cash rents 
have cooled, paralleling the 
slowing in ag land values 
more broadly.”

In periods of low crop 
prices, high rental values 
pose significant challenges to 
farmers’ balance sheets, with 

– gears, sprockets, or name 
plates – that traditional ma-
chines cannot. Additionally, 
he said, a water jet can cut 
material like glass, stone, 
or ceramics that is hard for 
a traditional machine to cut 
without specialized and ex-
pensive tooling.

Lange said a recent visit 
to Black Bros. exhibited the 
machinery maker’s design 
and manufacturing sides and 

Alderman John Holland 
reported that non-home rule 
cities in Illinois can now 
raise their sales tax rate. A 
non-home rule municipality 
may only exercise power for 
which express authority is 
provided by state law. Non-
home rule municipal sales 
tax may be imposed only in 
1/4 percent increments and 
may not be imposed for more 
than 1 percent. It was decided 
that the Finance Committee 
should meet and look further 
into the matter.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick 
reported that the sidewalk at 
the northeast corner of Sixth 
Street and Eighth Avenue 
in downtown Mendota is in 
poor shape and has been for 
some time. The owner of the 
building has been notified 
that the city will cut away 
the steps leading up to the 
building to be replaced.

Council
Continued from Page A1 Also from Fitzpatrick’s 

report, the council voted to 
go forward with a swimming 
pool feasibility study to 
be conducted by Burbach 
Aquatics of Platteville, Wis. 
This is Phase I in the process 
in hopes of seeking a grant 
for a possible new swimming 
pool. It was noted by officials 
from Burbach Aquatics that 
the Mendota pool is way past 
its life expectancy and that 
the city has done a great job in 
maintaining it over the years.

OTHER ITEMS
In other items, Mayor 

David Boelk proclaimed 
Friday, Aug. 23 as Mendota 
Safe Night Out day.

Fire chief Dennis Ru-
tishauser said there were no 
major incidents during this 
year’s Sweet Corn Festival 
and said the fantastic weather 
helped keep calls down.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 
5:30 p.m.

Farmland
Continued from Page A1 this year’s income expecta-

tions appearing even more 
dire than originally expected, 
Munch said, adding record 
rental rates are a significant 
problem for those reliant 
on renting land and new or 
beginning farmers.

USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service will release 
updated forecasts for 2024 
net farm income Sept. 5, 
which will likely show low-
er returns for most crops in 
2024 than were previously 
projected.

“The current economic 
environment highlights the 
farmers’ call for updates to 
their safety net in the farm 
bill to support the continued 
stability and productivity 
of the agricultural sector,” 
Munch said.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Donation
Continued from Page A1 demonstrated how to narrow 

a technology gap between 
the academic facility and 
contemporary industry. “The 
addition of this equipment 
moves IVCC’s labs closer to 
what is available in our local 
manufacturing facilities,” 
Lange said.

In July, Black Bros. own-
er Evan Carroll and Chief 
Financial Officer Megan 
Kneebone toured IVCC as 
Data and Fox demonstrated 
the equipment.

OTTAWA – A Mendota 
man received a three-year 
prison sentence for the 
offenses of one count 
of child pornography 
and two counts of ag-
gravated criminal sexual 
abuse. Brett W. Merritt, 
55, pleaded guilty to the 
charges in May and his 
sentence was handed 
down by Chief Judge H. 
Chris Ryan Jr. on Aug. 16.

Merritt was eligible for 
probation and could have 

been sentenced up to sev-
en years in prison. While 
Merritt pleaded guilty, 
acknowledged remorse 
and attended voluntary 
sex offender treatment, 
Judge Ryan indicated 
that probation would not 
be sufficient punishment 
for the seriousness of the 
offense.

Further in handing 
down his sentence, Judge 
Ryan indicated that a 
49-year-old man (Mer-

ritt’s age at the time the re-
lationship began) should 
have known about the lack 
of good decision-making 
of a 14-year-old.

Merritt was given one 
week from the time of 
sentencing to reconcile 
business affairs before re-
porting to prison. Because 
of credit for time served 
from a pretrial release 
with an ankle bracelet 
and other factors, Merritt 
could be released from 

prison as early as 2025.
Merritt was arrested 

on July 11, 2023, fol-
lowing the execution 
of two LaSalle County 
search warrants, one be-
ing the home of Merritt 
at 803 14th Ave., and the 
other being his place of 
business located at 800 
Monroe St., Mendota. 
His arrested followed a 
six-month investigation 
into multiple and various 
crimes. 

Mendota man given 3-year prison sentence

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – Per usual, the Village 
of Sublette Board had a lengthy agenda 
and many topics to talk about at its 
monthly meeting on Aug. 12 at the 
Ellice Dinges Center.

The Mendota Sweet Corn Festival 
Parade on Aug. 11 gave the Sublette 
Village float the Friendship Award. 
Ethan Orzech will be taking the float 
to Amboy’s Depot Days this weekend.

Village Economic Development 
Coordinator Don Dinges let the board 
know the Sublette Farmer’s Market has 
done well in the last two weeks with 
more vendors bringing more vegetables. 
Instead of 3-6 p.m., the vendors have 
asked to stay open 3-7 p.m. to increase 
sales and exposure.

Dinges also spoke about possible 
grants. One grant idea is to pave the bike 
path and another grant proposal is for 
a new business program, which would 
help build a building for a new, ensuing 
business. Both are in the blueprint pro-
cess to see what information would be 
needed and if they are feasible.

Fliers for the Sublette Country Car 
Show (10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
14) have been distributed and there is 
a lot of interest and enthusiasm. Also, 
Hops & Harmony, Pullin’ in the Park and 
the celebration of Sublette’s 170th An-
niversary Sept. 7-8 are catching steam.

In his president’s report, Sublette 

Village Board President John Stenzel 
said the well at the Sublette Elevator was 
pulled out and would have to be sealed.

Sublette’s attorney Dana Considine 
was in attendance and spoke on ordi-
nance violations. The Bonnell residence 
has been issued a warrant for failure to 
appear in court and ordinances have 
not been paid, the Vasquez residence 
has been ordered to pay $350 a month 
for ordinances, and the Truckenbrod 
residence made a payment toward vio-
lations and the village has agreed to not 
file a lien against the property.

Two properties in Sublette borders 
will receive letters from Considine’s 
office with a summons of fines of $500 a 
day for junk cars loitering front and back 
yards. The letters will include a 10-day 
notice before the ordinance violations 
will mandate. The definition of junk 
cars is those that are not licensed and 
not operable.

Stenzel said he has sent both prop-
erties letters about cleaning up the junk 
cars and they have either been ignored 
or haven’t responded. 

Both of the LED speed limit signs the 
village were able to purchase thanks to 
federal grant money have been installed. 
The village agreed to buy speed limit 
signs, $35 each, to put closer to the 
LED signs to help drivers realize the 
speed zone. There are signs currently, 
but they’re a distance from the LEDs 
and can’t be moved because they are 

owned by Lee County.
Stenzel said there has been good 

feedback on the LED signs from the 
community. 

There was a special committee 
meeting held on Aug. 7 and included 
discussion of making changes to the 
maintenance contract, which is up for 
renewal. The current three-year contract 
with Rick’s Lawn & Property Mainte-
nance has cost Sublette $45,000 a year 
with a $100 lease for equipment. 

At the committee meeting, the chang-
es the village wants to make include 
adding removal of garbage cans at 
Centennial Park twice a week, mowing 
the walking path, recording how many 
times they mow and shovel, washing 
trucks and tractors, requiring a copy of 
driver’s license for all village equipment 
operators, and no storing of equipment 
inside or outside of village property.

Sublette is accepting bids from 
maintenance providers.

Trustee Julie Kessel made a motion 
to purchase four children playing signs 
to be displayed in busy neighborhoods. 
Trustee Larry Ellis seconded, and Scott 
Hanson and Richard Klaser agreed. 

The Sublette Township installed a 
library book box on Main Street. When 
Stenzel announced, Dinges added there 
a lot of books in the box already and 
he has seen youth and adults enjoying 
the service, which was donated from a 
LaMoille resident.

Village of Sublette addresses busy August agenda

Animals-Pet Waste Ordinance
• The purpose of this section is to establish requirements 

for the proper disposal of pet solid waste in the City of Men-
dota so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and 
to prescribe penalties for failure to comply.

• Requirement for disposal. All pet owners and keepers are 
required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet’s 
solid waste deposited on any property, public or private, not 
owned or possessed by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner or keeper who requires the use of a 
disability assistance animal shall be exempt from the provisions 
of this section while such animal is being used for that purpose.

• Violations and penalties. Any person(s) who is found to 
have violated the provisions of this section shall be subject 
to a fine of no less than $25 and no more than $75.

Mendota city ordinance
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Aug. 15, 2001.)
By Jessica Nashold

In August 1916, the three engineers 
at the Mendota waterworks petitioned 
for a salary increase of $5 per month. 
Their current wage was $1.95 per hour 
and the $5 per month increase would 
amount to 16 cents per hour for a total of 
$2.11. Alderman Rudolph Witte wanted 
the request referred to the judiciary 
committee for consideration. But the 
other aldermen saw no reason to delay 
action. They agreed that Mendota had 
“three reliable, careful engineers.”

Everything moves smoothly at 
the waterworks.
The aldermen approved the increase, 

with only Alderman Witte dissenting.
One alderman mentioned a tree ex-

pert was in town and thought the city 
should seize opportunity to have him 
trim the trees in the parkways. Others 
thought Bernie Katzwinkel knew as 
much about trimming trees as the expert.

The expert did not get the job.
***

The city mandated that men digging 
along the sidewalks to lay underground 
cable for the telephone company be 
required to get permission from the city 
and utilities before digging because of 
underground water and gas piping.

Mayor Ralph Madden added – 
We’ll see who is running the city.

***
Although the United States was not 

yet involved in the World War in 1916, 
George Parsons headlined his classified 
ad in The Sun-Bulletin – 

WAR PRICES FOR JUNK
He quoted $2 per 100 pounds for 

rags, $1 per 100 pounds for books and 
magazines, 40 cents for newspapers. 
Also – 

Auto tires, 5 cents per pound.
***

Chesterfield cigarettes were adver-
tised in the Sun-Bulletin. Their three 

column, 12-inch display ad promoted 
the slogan, “They satisfy, yet they are 
mild.” In 1916, the advertised price for 
Chesterfields was “20 for 10 cents.”

***
Harold John, Tracy and Forest Tower, 

took part in an opportunity to receive 
military training under government su-
pervision at Plattsville, N.Y. The camp 
lasted from Aug. 10 – Sept. 8, 1916.

***
Gideon bibles, purchased with 

funds raised in local churches, arrived 
in Mendota. A bible was to be placed 
in each hotel bedroom and also in the 
bedrooms of all public boarding houses.

***
George W. Frey Produce Co. pur-

chased a Ford Motor Truck through the 
Mendota Auto Co.

Long hauls will be made easier.
***

A project to install curbing along 
the streets of Mendota was launched 
in August 1916. Some hand digging 
had been done, but on Aug. 17, it was 
reported that a big digging machine 
had been set up at the corner of Monroe 
and Peoria streets. Extreme care would 
have to be exercised by the operator of 
this machine because of underground 
water and gas piping leading to the 
houses. These pipes, as well as tree 
roots, “somewhat hampered” the speed 
of the machine.

Three or four carloads of cinders and 
gravel were shipped into Mendota each 
morning. Men and teams were hired 
to haul these materials where needed.

***
Work had started on the foundation of 

the new township high school. Material 

was being hauled from the Milwaukee 
tracks, within two blocks of the site.

***
Owing to an increase in the cost of 

ingredients, Stasinos & Troupis were 
obliged to announce a small advance 
in the cost of ice cream. Hereafter – 

Pints, 15 cent – Quarts, 30 cents.
***

Herman Meyer advertised that the 
Union Garage was ready for business 
following a fire. The Union Garage was 
located where Walter Bros. Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling is today.

***
Railroad workers were seeking a 

$100 million increase in pay. This would 
mean an increase of 5% in freight rates. 
The average yearly salaries of engineers, 
firemen and brakemen were published. 
These ranged from $2039 for engineers 
on passenger trains to $921 for brake-
men. Salaries varied for these positions 
on freight trains or in the yards. An offer 
by the railroad to accept a ruling under 
national arbitration or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission was rejected 
by the employees’ representatives.

***
George M. Price, superintendent of 

the Mendota waterworks, was inter-
viewed regarding the local water supply. 
He said Mendota had two wells, each 
493 feet deep, drawing from beneath St. 
Peter’s sandstone. A small amount of 
clay was brought to the surface, which 
settled in the reservoir and standpipe. 
Capacity of the reservoir was 130,000 
gallons and the standpipe 30,000 
gallons. Both underwent periodic 
cleaning. During flushing of hydrants, 
slight discoloration might be noted. 
Samples were sent to the University of 
Illinois twice a year. The average daily 
consumption of water in Mendota was 
653,173 gallons. However, one day in 
August, the consumption was 708,000. 
On that day – 

Mendota took a train of water 
to Ladd.

Waterworks engineers valued – 1916
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
Joe Biden made Donald Trump feel fresh and vital. No 

matter how commonplace Trump’s tropes and mode of cam-
paigning had become, they seemed compelling compared to 
the bleached-out president of the United of States who had 
become a shell of himself. 

With the Trump-Biden contrast no longer relevant, the 
former president is operating in a new, much less forgiving 
environment. Kamala Harris wants to run a youth vs. age and 
future vs. past campaign against Trump, and she has some 
chance of making it work. 

Against Biden, Trump represented the past, but also change. 
Against Harris, he’s potentially just the past. 

It’s not “old” as a matter of age that’s the issue, although 
all those concerns are now about Trump. Ronald Reagan was 
old when he took office, but was offering a complete change 
of direction in policy and exuded a youthful optimism and 
self-confident patriotism. The problem for Trump is “old” as 
a matter of feeling familiar, tired and played out.

The Mar-a-Lago press conference last week was a typical, 
nay, stereotypical, Trump event -- Trump looked commanding 
against a vivid backdrop of American flags, but how many 
times have we seen that image?

He was a bit of everything -- on message and off message, 
confident and defensive, charming and insulting, and so it 
went. Again, how many times have we watched it?

Even Trump’s outrages aren’t that surprising. That he 
went with the “Kamala suddenly became black” line of at-
tack wasn’t exactly predictable, but nor is this kind of thing 
unexpected.  And, of course, we’ve repeatedly experienced 
cycles of hope for a new, more disciplined candidate dashed 
by Trump’s insistence on doing it his way. 

Again, none of this mattered so much against a doddering 
81-year-old man who a vast majority of the public thought 
incapable of serving another four years. Biden was the past 
in everything he said and did. 

For her part, Kamala Harris may not really be hip, but 

she is hipper than Trump. She’s certainly energetic enough 
for a full slate of campaigning, and she’s presenting herself 
as a third force: neither Biden nor Trump, a politician with 
an entirely new “vibe.” 

Harris has another advantage. It wasn’t truly possible 
to cover up Biden’s weakness. Even if Biden wasn’t doing 
many interviews, he had to be out in public -- at international 
meetings, at White House events and the like. No matter how 
much the Democrats insisted everything was OK, he could 
be seen stumbling, wandering and losing his train of thought. 

With Harris, Republicans might (for good reason) say that 
she will lose herself in word-salad incoherence upon her first 
contact with a challenging interview, but there is no way to 
establish it without such an interview. On the teleprompter, 
she seems just fine. She’s pointed, amusing, determined and 
lifted by enthusiastic crowds. 

Most importantly, Trump was winning a change election 
against Joe Biden. Now, he’s essentially tied with Harris on 
who will bring positive change. The new CNBC poll had 
Harris at 39% on this question and Trump at 38%. 

There is plenty for Trump to work with to pull ahead on 
this metric. People remember his record in office more or less 
fondly, and Harris has been an integral part of a failed admin-
istration and now embraces almost all of Biden’s policies. 

This isn’t a case that makes itself, though. It’s not enough 
simply not to be Kamala Harris, the way it was not to be 
Joe Biden. 

Trump is going to have to make focused attacks that break 
through and aren’t lost in the haze of pointless controversies. 
This presents a tactical question: If the choice is between an 
overly controlled candidate who is relentlessly on message 
and an ill-disciplined candidate who is off message, is it clear 
that the former (Harris) is worse than the latter (Trump)?

Trump has a new challenge -- his opponent is no longer 
an aged incumbent president who has worn out his welcome. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Harris presents a new challenge for Trump

Public Servants
THE PRESIDENT

Joseph R. Biden (D), The White House, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 20500, telephone 
comments: (202) 456-1111, contact/e-mail: whitehouse.
gov/contact, official website: joebiden.com.

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington, D.C. office: G12 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone (202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago 
office: P.O. Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone 
(847) 794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington, D.C. office: 711 Hart 
Senate Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510, telephone (202) 
224-2152, fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. 
Dearborn, Suite 3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 
353-4952, fax (312) 353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. 
Eighth St., Springfield, IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, 
fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 

office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James 
R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, 
IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOf-
fice@illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, 

Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, 

IL 62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 S. Sec-
ond St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090, 
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800) 
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi 
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101, 
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St., 

Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Build-
ing, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax 
(217) 782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First 
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria 
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton 
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706, 
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 

W. First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 
561-3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, 
IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.rep-
fritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 
N. University St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol 
Building, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District; District office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459

TREASURER
Rob Letterly, 1714 Peri Drive, ......................815-910-7652

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-866-5558

Mendota City Officials
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

OGLESBY – Audiences will get a 
chance to hear Illinois Valley Community 
College’s Choir perform twice this season.

IVCC’s choir and Ottawa Township 
High School’s choir will join with the 
Illinois Valley Symphony Orchestra in 
celebrating IVSO’s 75th anniversary in a 
concert on Saturday, Dec. 14, in the Ottawa 
High auditorium. The concert, conducted 
by IVSO Director Dr. Dan Sommerville, 
begins at 4 p.m. Visit https://www.ivso.
org/ for ticket information.

The IVCC Choir will also perform 
its annual concert on Monday, Dec. 2, 
at 7 p.m. in the IVCC Cultural Centre. 
Admission is free.

IVCC Choir Director Jenilyn Roether 
is inviting singers from the community to 
perform in the regular choir and for the 
special performance. The special perfor-
mance will require strong musicians who 
are prepared to learn music on their own 
at home, she said.

Regular choir rehearsals begin Aug. 
26 and the IVSO performance rehearsals 
will begin Oct. 21.

IVCC’s choir meets 6 to 8 p.m. Mon-
days (except holidays) in Main Campus 
Room D223. No experience is necessary, 
and anyone 16 and older can join. “Sing-
ing in a group is a proven way to improve 
your health and mood. Our choir is very 
welcoming of new singers, as we are 
all here with the same goals in mind,” 
Roether said.

The IVSO concert will feature Jenilyn 
Roether, soprano, on selected movements 
from Handel’s Messiah. The IVCC choir 
will sing select movements from Handel’s 
“Messiah” including “And the Glory of 
the Lord,” “Glory to God,” and the “Hal-
lelujah Chorus.” In addition, they will also 
sing the Shaw/Bennett “Many Moods of 
Christmas - Suite 1,” “This Little Babe” 
by Benjamin Britten, and “Long Ago” (In 
the Bleak Midwinter), arranged by Jacob 
Narverud.

Roether said she is excited by the col-
laboration, and proud of how the IVCC 
choir has grown and expanded in the last 
few years. Email jenilyn_roether@ivcc.
edu to join or for more information.

The IVCC Choir invites singers from the Illinois Valley, at any experience level, to join. Re-
hearsals get underway this month to prepare for the annual holiday concert. And, this year, 
a second special concert has been added to the schedule, so additional experienced singers 
are needed. The Illinois Valley Symphony Orchestra and choirs from IVCC and Ottawa 
Township High School will celebrate IVSO’s 75th anniversary with a joint performance in 
December. (Photo contributed)

IVCC extends an invitation
to the public to join its choir
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: My mom loves watch-
ing Drew Carey host “The 
Price Is Right.” I told her 
that there used to be a fun-
ny sitcom he starred in, but 
I couldn’t 
find it on 
streaming 
or cable. Is 
there a way 
to watch it? 
-- K.L.

A: “The 
Drew Car-
ey Show” is one of those 
series that hasn’t been re-
leased on modern streaming 
services because there’s so 
much licensed music in it 
that hasn’t been cleared yet. 
However, a free streaming 
service (with ads) called Plex 
recently released all nine 
seasons with some changes 
to the music. For example, 
in one episode, some generic 
rock music was added to a 
scene that previously played 
Van Halen’s “Panama.”

The show was created 
by Carey and Bruce Helford 
(“Roseanne”) and aired on 
ABC from 1995-2004. It’s hi-
larious ensemble cast included 
Diedrich Bader (“Veep”), Ryan 
Stiles (“Whose Line Is It Any-
way?”), and former “Late Late 
Show” host Craig Ferguson.

Carey

Hopefully, they’ll even-
tually be able to get all the 
music rights cleared, and the 
show will eventually end up 
on an ad-free platform like 
Netflix. But in the meantime, 
Plex is a great app with a 
library of various popular 
TV shows and films. You 
just have to be patient and sit 
through some commercials.

***
Q: Is it true that the 

Disney series “Wizards of 
Waverly Place” is being 
rebooted? Is Selena Gomez 
starring in it, or is it a new, 
young cast? -- D.W.

A: Selena Gomez and Da-
vid Henrie, who played sib-
lings in the hit Disney series 
“Wizards of Waverly Place,” 
are producing a sequel series 
called “Wizards Beyond 
Waverly Place.” Gomez will 
star in the first episode, and 
Henrie will lead a new cast 
of youngsters through the rest 
of the season, including Bil-
lie, who is played by Janice 
LeAnn Brown (“Euphoria”) 
and has special powers.

The original series ended 
12 years ago, and the new 
spin-off will begin airing 
later this year on both Disney 
Channel and the streaming 
platform Disney+.

You can also catch Gomez 

in the upcoming fourth sea-
son of “Only Murders in the 
Building,” which premieres 
on Hulu on Aug. 27.

***
Q: Which cast members 

from “Young Sheldon” will 
be on the first season of the 
new spin-off about his older 
brother? I really miss the 
show and hope it includes 
some of them. -- P.T.

A: “Georgie & Mandy’s 
First Marriage” will premiere 
this fall on CBS, beginning 
Thursday, Oct. 17. It’ll 
be filmed in a traditional 
sitcom style known as the 
multi-camera format, and it’s 
produced by Chuck Lorre, 
who also produced “Young 
Sheldon” and its prequel se-
ries “The Big Bang Theory.” 
Will Sasso (“Mom”) and Ra-
chel Bay Jones (“The Good 
Doctor”) will reprise their 
“Sheldon” roles as Mandy’s 
(Emily Osment) parents.

The young couple will 
be living in the same town 
where “Young Sheldon” took 
place, so expect to see guest 
appearances by some of the 
cast you miss. For example, 
Georgie’s mom, grandma 
and sister (Zoe Perry, Annie 
Potts and Raegan Revord) are 
all expected to pop up at least 
once during the first season.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 
the Parthenon located?

2.  TELEVISION: What 
game are the younger characters 
in “Stranger Things” playing at 
the start of the series?

3. MOVIES: Who was the 
first African American actor 
to win the Academy Award for 
Best Actor?

4. LITERATURE: What 
is floo powder used for in the 
“Harry Potter” book series?

5. U.S. CITIES: Which U.S. 
city’s nickname is Beantown?

6. AD SLOGANS: Which 
ride-share company’s slogan 
is “Move the way you want”?

7. ART: Which artist paint-
ed a work titled “The Potato 
Eaters”? 

8. MUSIC: Who wrote the 

song “God Bless America”?
9. HISTORY: Who became 

U.S. president after Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
Which animal can hold its 
breath for up to five minutes 
underwater?

Answers
1. Athens, Greece.
2. Dungeons & Dragons
3. Sidney Poitier, “Lilies of 

the Field.”
4. Rapid transportation.
5. Boston.
6. Uber.
7. Vincent van Gogh.
8. Irving Berlin.
9. Andrew Johnson.
10. Hippopotamus.
(c) 2024 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* When Texas was its 

own sovereign nation in the 
mid-1800s, it briefly had a 
diplomatic mission in Paris.

* In 1939, George Ber-
nard Dantzig, a graduate 
student at the University of 
California, Berkeley, arrived 
late for a statistics class and 
copied the two problems on 
the blackboard, assuming 
they were the homework, 
then handed them in a few 
days later. Several weeks af-
terward, he was awakened by 
his professor’s excited knock 
at the door: The “homework” 
was actually unsolved prob-
lems in statistics that Dantzig 
had managed to prove.

* Since avocados never 
ripen on trees, farmers can 
use the trees as a way to store 
and keep the fruit fresh for 
up to seven months.

* Maine is the closest U.S. 
state to Africa.

* It’s a sweetly romantic 
tradition for the post offices 
of Romeo, Michigan, and 
Juliette, Georgia, to offer a 
special dual postmark lead-
ing up to Valentine’s Day.

* As comedian Bob Hope 
lay on his deathbed in 2003, 
his wife Dolores asked where 
he’d like to be buried. His 
reply? “Surprise me.”

* The three dots on the 
Domino’s Pizza logo repre-
sent the chain’s three orig-
inal locations. Co-founder 
Tom Monaghan originally 
planned to add a new dot 
for every pizzeria he opened.

* Female bats give birth 
while hanging upside down, 
catching the baby in their 
wings.

* England’s King Richard 
the Lionheart spent a mere six 
months of his 10-year reign 
in England, being there only 
briefly in 1189 and 1194.

* At the end of 1914, when 
Russia was fighting in World 
War I, the country’s army 
had 6,553,000 men, but just 
4,652,000 rifles.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“Happy is the person who 
knows what to remember 
of the past, what to enjoy in 
the present and what to plan 
for in the future.” -- Arnold 
H. Glasow

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Rob-
ert Downey Jr.’s breakout 
film was actually his 20th 
film -- “Soapdish” (1991). 
It was then followed by 
“Chaplin,” which earned 
him an Oscar nomination. 
It took 21 more films before 
he scored again with “The 
Singing Detective” (2003). 
It was common knowledge 
that he had substance abuse 
problems, which made pro-
ducers hesitate to hire him.

But 16 films later, Downey 
scored again as Tony Stark in 
“Iron Man” (2008). Then 
came “The Incredible Hulk,” 
“Tropic Thunder,” two 
“Sherlock Holmes” films, 
“The Avengers” (2012), 
and “Iron Man 3” (2013). 
He continued to play Tony 
in “The Avengers” sequels, 
“Captain America: Civil 
War,” and “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming” (2017) before 
they killed Tony off!

In 2020, his “Dolittle” 
film bombed and was a crit-
ical and commercial failure. 
However, winning an Oscar 
for Best Supporting Actor 
for “Oppenheimer” prompt-
ed Marvel Studios to hire 
Downey again, this time as 
Dr. Doom in two upcoming 
“Avengers” sequels.

***
The 97th Oscars, which 

will be held on March 2, are 
at square one with finding a 
host. Jimmy Kimmel, who 
hosted the last two ceremo-
nies (four in total), has passed 
on doing the job next year. 
In fact, he’s been hinting to 
ABC that he wants to end 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” after 
hosting for 21 years.

They also considered 
superstar stand-up comedian 
John Mulaney, who scored 
with his monologue at last 
year’s Oscars, but Mulaney 
also passed, knowing that 
he’d have to start preparing 
for the awards as soon as 
possible and cancel many 
of his scheduled bookings to 
do it. Please, Billy Crystal, 
won’t you come back?

***
Aaron Taylor-Johnson 

isn’t sitting around waiting 
to be named the next James 
Bond ... the man is busy! 
First up is the superhero film 
“Kraven the Hunter,” oppo-
site Ariana DeBose and Rus-
sell Crowe (out on Dec. 13). 
Then he has the gothic-horror 
film “Nosferatu” with Bill 
Skarsgård (“It”), Nicholas 
Hoult, and Lily-Rose Depp 
(out on Dec. 25). This will 
be followed by “Slumdog 
Millionaire” director Danny 
Boyle’s post-apocalyptic 
horror film “28 Years Later,” 
where Taylor-Johnson stars 

opposite this year’s Best Ac-
tor winner Cillian Murphy, 
Jodie Comer, Ralph Fiennes, 
and Jack O’Connell (out on 
June 20, 2025).

In addition to all of those 
releases, Taylor-Johnson 
is currently shooting the 
British crime thriller “Fuze,” 
co-starring Theo James and 
Sam Worthington. It’s about 
an undetonated World War II 
bomb in a London construc-
tion site that gets used as a 
cover for a bank heist. He’s 
one occupied 34-year-old 
British actor!

***
It’s taken 60 years to come 

up with a prequel for the 1968 
classic Roman Polanski film 
“Rosemary’s Baby.” The film 
cost $3.2 million and grossed 
a whopping $33.4 million. 
It starred Mia Farrow, John 
Cassavetes, Ruth Gordon 
and Sidney Blackmer. The 
prequel, titled “Apartment 
7A,” will star “Ozark’s” 
Julia Garner, Dianne Wiest 
and Jim Sturgess. It predates 
Farrow and Cassavetes 
moving into their strange 
building. John Krasinski 
and Michael Bay are two of 
the film’s producers, who’ll 
have to host open calls to 
find a pretty baby with a 
devilish smile!

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Bad Boys: Ride or Die” 

(R) -- The fourth install-
ment of the “Bad Boys” 
franchise is out now to rent 
on streaming, following its 
$398 million gross at the 
box office, and it seems that 
Will Smith gets to put an ugly 
chapter of his career behind 
him, thanks to the success of 
the film! Of course, Smith 
couldn’t stage his comeback 
as Detective Mike Lowrey 
without Martin Lawrence, 
who reprises his role as his 
partner Detective Marcus 
Burnett. Alexander Ludwig 
(“The Hunger Games”), 
Paola Nunez  (“Resident 
Evil”), and Vanessa Hudgens 
(“Downtown Owl”) round 
out the rest of the cast, whose 
characters’ quips are the 
strongest elements in a film 
severely lacking in story and 
sense. Don’t think too hard 
with this one; just enjoy the 
ride. (Amazon Prime Video)

“Abigail” (R) -- Mexi-
can actress Melissa Barrera 
(“Scream VI”) is an estab-
lished “scream queen,” even 
with her being fired from 
the “Scream” franchise due 
to her pro-Palestinian views 
on the Israel-Hamas war. 

So, Barrera clearly was the 
perfect candidate to lead 
this horror comedy, which 
also co-stars Dan Stevens 
(“Beauty and the Beast”), 
Kathryn Newton (“Lisa 
Frankenstein”), and the late 
Angus Cloud (“Euphoria”). 
In the film, six criminals 
are tasked with kidnapping 
a 12-year-old girl named 
Abigail in exchange for a 
$50 million ransom from 
her father. To a bunch of 
seasoned criminals, their 
mission seems easy enough, 
but when they suddenly start 
dropping like flies in the most 
brutal ways, they’re forced 
to ask the question: “Who 
did we really kidnap?” The 
film received mostly positive 
reviews from critics, who 
deemed it one of the best 
horror movies of the year. 
Out now. (Peacock)

“Bad Monkey” (TV-MA) 
-- Based on the novel of the 
same name by Carl Hiaas-
en, this drama series stars 
the smart-mouthed Vince 
Vaughn (“Curb Your En-
thusiasm”) as former police 
detective Andrew Yancy. 
Due to his “reckless, inap-
propriate and glib” nature, 

Andrew was moved from 
detective work to restaurant 
inspections, but he still de-
sires more out of his work 
life. So, when his police 
detective buddy, Rogelio, 
offers him a chance to drive 
a deceased man’s arm to Mi-
ami, Andrew gladly obliges. 
But upon delivering the arm 
to the deceased man’s widow, 
Andrew has a hunch that the 
widow isn’t exactly grieving 
as much as she portrays. 
(Apple TV+)

“Immaculate” (R) -- Syd-
ney Sweeney (“Anyone but 
You”) leads this terrifying 
horror film available now 
on streaming. Sweeney 
plays Sister Cecilia, a young 
novice who survived a 
drowning after being pro-
nounced dead. Believing 
that God saved her to serve 
a future purpose, she decides 
to take up an invitation to 
join a convent in Italy that 
tends to dying nuns. While 
she’s there, Cecilia takes 
her final vows to become a 
nun but is shocked to find 
out shortly afterward that 
she is pregnant as a result of 
an immaculate conception. 
(Hulu)

Brought to you each week by
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REAL ESTATE &  
CONTENTS AUCTION  

THURSDAY EVENING AUCTION
SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 

STARTING with contents of home  
@ 5:00PM 

175 E KROSS STREET, LELAND, IL. 60531
Rain or Shine 

Comfort station, refreshments
Home is open for your inspection by appointment 

contact auctioneer here in listed or on sale day the 
home will be opened at 1:00 pm.

The property being offered is a residential lot improved with 
a single family three-bedroom ranch style home. The house 
features two full fixtured bathrooms, large living room, eat 
in kitchen, oversized two car garage, rear access to deck, 
large back yard with stone fire pit. Other amenities included 
is a Wood constructed yard shed, central air conditioning, 
gas forced air furnace, hot water heater. The basement of 
the home is unfinished, poured walls, concrete driveway.  
Appliances included refrigerator, washer / dryer, gas stove. 
The property has been very well maintained, City services, 
mature landscaping. Walking distance to school. Quiet 
neighborhood.  HOME IS MOVE IN CONDITION 
The auction of the property will start @ 5:30 pm. 
Contents of the home include an exceptional line of 
quality well-kept and brand name items including a 
2004 Mitsubishi Eclipse GS  2 door Hatchback moon roof, 
one owner, 21,000 original miles, new tires, could not find 
a scratch on this vehicle. 

DANIEL R. AUL, ESTATE
Attorney for the Seller: 

John Vickers 815-434-2000 Ottawa Il. 
Executor, Charles Aul

AUCTIONEERS:
Chris Wegener (815)-451-2820, Sandwich IL.,

Go2wegenerauctions.com for more photos,  terms, 
details &  upcoming auction events
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Large Public Auction
Sunday, August 25, 2024 

Starting @ 9:00 am 
4562 E 21st Rd, Leland IL. 60531 

Take IL Rt 34 to North 46th Road to 21st 
road than south to farm yard watch for 

signs on IL Rt 34
Lunch available, comfort stations

TOOLS, MODEL RAILROADING TRAINS, SPORT 
CARDS, ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE ITEMS. HOUSE 

HOLD FURNTURE & FURNISHINGS
Household furniture tables, cabinets, dressers, drop front 
desk, curved glass, painted cabinets & decorative home 
furnishings, collectible & antique items, framed paintings & 
prints, milk bottle collection, tandem bicycle & others,  large 
collection of hand & brand name power tools, tire chang-
ing machine, Schumacher battery charger, tool cabinets & 
tool boxes, Stihl blower & other lawn & long handle tools, 
antique tools inc. ford wrenches, toys & games, large 
collection of trains, different brands & scale models, rolling 
stock, accessories, building etc. large collection of sport 
cards baseball, basketball & football, Industrial & bench type 
shop tools, 3 phase shop tools, galvanized chicken nest & 
other farm related items, @ corn hand shellers, pallet rack-
ing, propane gas bottles & cage, item of special interest 
large quantity of rough cut live edge lumber, different 
species & dimensions.
Terms: Cash, good check, Credit or Debit cards.  Must have 
proper photo Id to register.  All Items sell to best and highest 
bidder. No property removed until settled for. Not responsible 
for items or accidents.  All items sold to the best & highest 
bidder. NO BUYERS PREMIUM. LIVE AUCTION ONLY. 
Must be present to bid.

ROBERT & MEL ENGLISH, Owner
AUCTIONEERS:

Chris Wegener. 815-451-2810 & 
Joel Prestegaard, Lee IL 815-761-7426

For more detail’s photos & terms 
Go2wegenerauctions.com

FARM EQUIPMEMT  
AUCTION

28917 East County Line Rd. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

Directions: 1 mile North of Sycamore on Rte. 
23 to Plank Rd, then East 4 ½ miles on Plank 
Rd to E. County Line Rd, then North 1 mile to 

sale site. Watch for signs.

 Saturday -   Aug. 31, 2024              
Lunch Available 

 9:00 AM 
*** Online internet bidding beginning at 10:30 

AM on larger equipment ***
 TRACTORS – COMBINE – CORN HEAD

2002 JD 8420 MFWD, 6035 hrs., 16 speed Powershift, 4 hyd., large 
1000 pto, 3pt., quick hitch, (12) front weights, front fenders, 380/85R34 
fronts, 18.4-R46 rears w/hub duals, S/N RW8420P006750, comes 
with JD 1800 GPS display, and Starfire ITC; 1979 JD 4440, 11,304 
hrs., CAH, quad range, 2 hyd., 540/1000 PTO, 3pt., top link, quick 
hitch, (8) front weights, 18.4-38 w/clamp on duals, approx.. 3000 hrs. 
on overhaul by Buck Bros JD in Hampshire, IL., One Owner, S/N 
015570R; 1989 JD 2555 MFWD Tractor w/JD 245 Loader, 7’ bucket, 
joy stick, hours unknown, 2 hyd., 3pt.,top link, draw bar, 540 PTO, 
open station, HI/Low TSS Trans., 11.2-24 fronts, 16.9-30 newer 
rears, One Owner S/N L02555F659438; 1967 JD 4020, Cab, hours 
unknown, power shift, 2 hyd., 540/1000 PTO, 3 pt., top link, 18.4-34 
w/clamp on duals, One Owner, S/N 156827R; JD 4020 Fenders, sold 
separate from the tractor; Farmall 450, gas, NF, 1 hyd., live PTO, fast 
hitch; JD 70 Tractor, gas, NF; 1979 JD 7720 Turbo Combine, 2WD, 
showing 3880 hrs., 4 speed trans., hydrostatic drive, chopper, 28L-
26 tires, straw walker damage, S/N 360408; 1982 JD 643, 6R-30” 
Corn Head, low tin, oil bath, S/N 517738.

Equipment
Woods BW180XHD 15’ Batwing Mower, 1000 PTO, stump jumper, 
(6) air plane tires, chain guards; JD 512, 5 shank Disk Ripper, 12’6”, 
single point depth control , lights, spring reset shanks, w/Remlinger 
4 bar spike tooth drag; Unverferth Brent 470 Grain Cart, 1000 PTO, 
18.4-26, w/J-Star Model 5 scale; Kewanee Cultimulcher, 15’, pack-
er up front, crow feet in rear, inboard wheels, rear hyd., and hitch; 
IH 470 Disk, 18’, 7 ½” spacing, tandem, hyd. lift; J&M 350 Gravity 
Wagon w/JD 1075 gear; J&M 250-7 Gravity Wagon w/JD 1065A 
gear; J & M 250-7 Gravity Wagon w/JD 1065 gear;  250 bu. Gravity 
Wagon w/JD 1065 gear; Gehl Forage Wagon w/Kilbros 1072 gear; 
JD 609, 3pt. Mower; IH 12’ Disk; JD 2800 5 bottom Plow, variable 
width, spring loaded coulters; JD Van Brunt model FB Grain Drill, 
grass seed 10’; New Idea Uni 708, showing 3015 hrs., diesel, 18.4-
26 tires, S/N 74425 w/New Idea 768, 3 Row Corn Head, New Idea 6’ 
Hay Head; Oliver 3pt. Field Cultivator, 15’; JD 5 bottom Plow; Case 
3 bottom plow, pull type;  Brillon Cultipacker, 12’; Barge box wagon; 
Winpower Model 45/25PT3, volts 120/240; Houle B-6 rock bucket, 
6’; MDS 2315 Pallet Forks, 4’; 9” x 36’ Auger PTO; 25’ Hay Elevator, 
electric motor; Drag Cart 22’; IH 4 bottom plow, fast hitch, 2 pt; CSF 
Forager Feed Cart, electric; FS 5 ton bulk bin; Gehl Hi-Throw silage 
blower; Gehl 99 Silage blower; Mirafount 2 ball cattle waterer; (2) 
running gears; Hiniker quick hitch; (2) Cool Air fans, single phase; 
(3) 8 ply 11L-15 tires.

Pickup Truck - Grain Truck – Shop Equipment – Misc
2013 GMC Sierra Z71 Pickup truck, 4 x 4 extended cab, 64,711 
miles; Chevy 50 Custom Grain Truck, 12’ box with hoist; Mi-T-M 
Corporation M-2003 Steam Cleaner; Lincoln Weld-Pak 100, electric 
wire welder; Twentieth Century heavy duty 295 welder; Shop press, 
30 ton; Craftsman planner/molder, power feed, 12”; Craftsman table 
saw, 10”; Larin 3 ½ ton Floor Jack; Campbell Hausfeld NS 349000 
Farming Nailer; Implement parts; JD parts; power & hand tools; hard-
ware; (2) Antique grinding stones; Antique tools; milk cans; Moews 
Seed Corn Sign, metal.

BILL & KATHY LENSCHOW – OWNERS
CONTACT JOE – 815-739-9961

Terms: Cash, check, Visa/MC, 4% convenience fee for credit 
card use. No Buyer’s Premium. Number system will be used. 
Have proper ID. Not responsible for accidents or merchandise 
after sold. Statements made on sale day by auctioneers or own-
ers take precedence over all printed matter. All items are sold 
as is where is.

Auctioneers:  
Mike Espe (630)-669-2667

Chris Wegener (815) 451-2820
Joel Prestegaard (815)-761-7426
Elburn, IL 60119 • 630.365.9838

www.espeauctions.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 2024

10:00 AM START
HELD  AT: TRI-COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS (FIRST AVENUE), 

MENDOTA, ILLINOIS
(ROUTE 34 TO FIRST AVENUE, TURN SOUTH ON FIRST AVENUE AT ZIGGY’S,  

GO FIVE BLOCKS TO FAIRGROUNDS)

GO TO AUCTIONZIP.COM FOR PHOTOS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, PRIMITIVES, OAK FURNITURE, 

HOUSEHOLD

HIGHLIGHTS:  PORCELAIN GREEN/CREAM GAS STOVE, JELLY CUPBOARD, 
SELLERS CABINET, OAK STEPBACK, VINTAGE TIN TOYS-GAMES, TONKA TOYS, 
STONEWARE ROLLING PIN, DUCK CARVINGS/DECOYS, ATARI GAMES, FARM/
TRACTOR PRINTS, TERRY REDLIN, RCA SELECTA VISION VIDEO DISCS AND 
PLAYER, VINTAGE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS, HALLMARK ORNAMENTS, 
VINTAGE BOOKS, GERMAN XMAS TREE CANDLE HOLDERS, DUCKS UNLIMITED, 
PLUS HOUSEHOLD, FURNITURE AND ITEMS FOUND AT THIS TYPE AUCTION.

Sellers
SELLERS: JANICE DOTY- ESTATE OF BETTY ANN 

GARD & OTHERS

Becker Auction Service
LA MOILLE, ILLINOIS

815-638-2686

OGLESBY – Fourteen 
new practical nurses cele-
brated completion of their 
one-year program during 
Illinois Valley Community 
College’s annual pinning 
ceremony on July 10.

Graduate Jessica Sanchez 
welcomed students and their 
families, and graduate Kim-
berly Ballas reflected on the 
program with her classmates.

The graduate nurses par-
ticipated in a symbolic can-
dle-lighting and recitation 
of the nurse’s creed. The 
pins are small medallions 
engraved with the college 
name and a lighted lamp sym-
bol signifying selfless work 
and reflecting the dedication 
of Florence Nightingale, the 
founder of modern nursing, 
said Sue Smith, Director of 
Nursing. 

The traditional ceremo-
ny celebrates the class’s 

The graduate nurses participated in a symbolic candle-lighting ceremony and recitation of the nurse’s creed. Class-
mates were featured speakers. (IVCC photo by Kelli Shan)

IVCC holds nurse pinning ceremony for 14
achievement after enduring 
long hours, hard work and 
challenges, said Heather 
Seghi, Dean of Health Pro-
fessions. 

The Class of 2024 in-
cludes: Kimberly Ballas, 
Alicia Detmers, Kaitlen 
Frey, Laura Kicinsk, Jessica 
Martinez, Molly Mauch, 
Gina Reinecke, Jessica 
Sanchez, Emily Sarabia, 
Tabitha Sharp, Delaney 
Sheehan, Samantha Shee-
han, Kalie Sudaj and Paxton 
Zellmer.

Over three semesters, 
licensed practical nurse grad-
uates earn certificates and 
credentials to provide basic 
nursing care at health care 
facilities. Some graduates 
choose to go to work im-
mediately, but many choose 
to continue an additional 
year at IVCC to complete 
an associate degree as reg-

istered nurses (RNs). That 
level carries higher pay and 
different duties such as as-
sessing patients and creating 
care plans. 

The Nursing Program 
is a Limited Admissions 
Program and requires an 
additional application for 

consideration. Applications 
for admittance for the Fall 
2025 semester open Oct. 
1 and are due March 1. 
Additional information is 
available on IVCC’s web-
site ivcc.edu/admissions/
nursingadmissions or contact 
Sue_Smith@ivcc.edu.

Grass clippings,
etc. in streets

No person shall throw, 
place or leave, or cause 
or permit to be thrown, 
placed or left, any ashes, 
dirt, filth or rubbish, grass 
clippings, or foreign mat-
ter in or upon any street, 
alley or sidewalk of the 
City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person 

violating this section shall 
be subject to the penalty of 
not less than $50 nor more 
than $500. Imposition of 
any penalty for a violation 
of this section shall not 
be construed as a waiver 
of the right of the City to 
collect the cost of removal 
of such nuisance where it 
is necessary for the City 
to remove such nuisance.

Mendota city ordinance

Public Nuisances
The Mendota Police 

Department would like to 
remind home and business 
owners of city ordinances 
regarding public nuisanc-
es.

It is against city ordi-
nance to have accumu-
lations of trash, building 
materials, abandoned auto-
mobiles, machinery, scrap 
metal,  discarded tires, 
vehicle batteries or any 
other material that creates 
a public health hazard on 
your property. It is also a 
violation to permit weeds, 
grass or plants other than 
trees, bushes or flowers or 
other ornamental plants to 
grow to a height exceeding 
six inches anywhere in the 

city. Also, all multi-family 
structures, including struc-
tures that consist of both 
residential and commer-
cial units, and structures 
which share a wall or walls 
with another structure, 
shall be kept free from 
infestations of insects (in-
cluding but not limited to 
bedbugs, cockroaches and 
disease-carrying insects), 
rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota 
requests anyone who is 
in violation of the above 
mentioned nuisance reg-
ulations to remove the 
item(s) from your property. 
Anyone found in violation 
will be subject to receiving 
a citation, which involves 
a court date and fine.

Mendota city ordinance
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GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
Anything that still has usability and some value.

2. HOW TO PRICE
Decide the price of each item and then tag that
item.

3. LENGTH OF SALE
Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.

4. HOW TO SET IT UP
Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have
a central place with sufficient change for them to
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
The most effective place to reach more people is in
The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 3 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Sporting Goods

Uniforms

Golf Accessories

Fishing Gear

Work Boots

NOWNOW
   OPEN!   OPEN!

804 Washington St.
Mendota
815-539-6354

We Will Print 
Anything You Like 

On a Shirt
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Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

08122024

Farmland For Sale. 217.74 surveyed acres located  Farmland For Sale. 217.74 surveyed acres located  
South of I-80 and E of E18th Rd.,Ottawa,IL $11,500/acreSouth of I-80 and E of E18th Rd.,Ottawa,IL $11,500/acre

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

GARAGE SALE
1437 US Hwy 52,

Dixon
Aug. 22-25

7 a.m.-5 p.m.
Kids’ & teen clothes,

winter coats,
Halloween costumes,

play kitchens,
12” kids’ bike, 
toys, puzzles, 

300+ (DVDs, VHS,
8 Track & 

Cassette tapes),
250+ (hat collection),

golf & softball 
equipment, kitchen items, 

floor lamps,
sandblasting cabinet,
350-foot snow fence,

numerous other
miscellaneous items.

1t34msr

GARAGE SALE
1100 Meadowview Drive

Thursday, Aug. 22
3-6 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 23
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 24

GARAGE SALES/NOTICES
8 a.m.-noon

Sports equipment,
sports collectibles,
doll house, toys,
tools, stoneware,

3 sizes Mother Hubbard
washboard.

1t34msr

ATTENTION BARGAIN
HUNTERS: GARAGE

SALE THIS WEEKEND
1113 Indiana Ave.,

Mendota
Thursday, Aug. 22

2-8 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 23

8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 24

8 a.m.-noon
Come and explore

unbeatable bargains
and discounts. We are

selling a variety of
items including:
Lularoe leggings,
shirts & dresses;
vintage suitcases,

standing garage tool
organizer, Longaberger
baskets & pottery, bikes,

wheelchair, shower chair,
walker, mini refrigerator,
Weber grill, Rachel Ray

Cookware set, linens, rug,
purses, suitcases & 

garment bag, furniture, 
dressers, vanities, 
TV stand, lots of

brand name women’s &
men’s clothing & shoes,

home wall décor, 
household miscellaneous 

& much, much more. 
There’s something

for everyone.
1t34msr

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Kyle J. Gusarus, 19, of 

300 13th Ave., Mendota, was 
charged with driving with no 
valid driver’s license after a 
traffic stop at 13th Avenue 
and Susanna Street at 12:33 
a.m. Aug. 14. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

BATTERY
Rigoberto Delacruz, 44, 

of 809 Sixth St., Mendota, 
was charged with battery 
after police officers respond-
ed to the area of 722 Main 
St. for a disturbance at 8:24 
p.m. Aug. 15. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

LEE COUNTY – The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
kicked off a traffic safety 
campaign aimed at reducing 
impaired driving and other 
hazardous driving behaviors, 
such as distracted driving 
and failure to use seat belts. 
With powerful messages like 
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over,” “If You Feel Differ-
ent, You Drive Different,” 
“Drive High Get a DUI” 
and “Click It or Ticket,” this 
high-visibility enforcement 
initiative will run through the 
early morning hours of Sept. 
3, encompassing Labor Day 
weekend.

The Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office is collaborating with 
the Illinois State Police and 
local law enforcement agen-
cies across Illinois to support 
this statewide effort.

In addition to targeting 
impaired drivers, the cam-
paign will emphasize the 
“Click It or Ticket” initiative, 
underscoring the importance 
of wearing seat belts. Buck-

ling up is the single-most 
effective way to protect 
yourself in a crash. Whether 
you’re driving across town or 
across the country, whether 
in the front seat or back, 
always remember to wear 
your seat belt and ensure all 
passengers are also buckled. 

As you celebrate, re-
member to designate a sober 
driver. Do not let friends 
or family members drive 
drunk, high or impaired by 
other drugs. Even a small 
amount of alcohol, cannabis 
or other impairing substance 
can impair judgment and re-
action times, making driving 
unsafe.

The Illinois “Drive Sober 
or Get Pulled Over,” “If You 
Feel Different, You Drive 
Different,” “Drive High Get a 
DUI” and “Click It or Ticket” 
campaigns are administered 
by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation with federal 
dollars from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.

Lee County Sheriff to conduct
special traffic safety campaign

POLICE
BLOTTER
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SPORTS

It has been a rough couple of years for Chicago 
sports fans. 

Since the Chicago Sky won the WNBA Champion-
ship in 2021, it has been doom and gloom for Chicago 
franchises.

The Sky are currently eighth in the league and fourth 
in the Western Conference with a dismal 11-16 mark.

The White Sox are the worst team in baseball with 
a 30-95 record (as of 2:38 p.m. Aug. 19, they do play 

at 8:45 p.m. 
against the 
San Francis-
co Giants, 
which should 
be No. 96). 
The Chicago 
Cubs started 
the season 
off hot but 
are 61-64 (as 

of the same time and date, with no game tonight) and 
trail both the Milwaukee Brewers and the St. Louis 
Cardinals in the National League, with the Cincinnati 
Reds a half-game behind the Cubs with a 60-64 record. 
Cubs are going nowhere unless they win out. Ha Ha.

Between injuries (seems like everyone), bad deals for 
older players toward the end of their career (we could 
start with Dwyane Wade and move forward), and bad 
draft picks (Patrick Williams, and more), the Chicago 
Bulls can’t make it past the playoff play-in tournament. 
This next season may be a total collapse as DeMar 
DeRozan and Alex Caruso are playing for different 
teams, while Zach LaVine and Lonzo Ball (I’m not 
holding my breath) are supposed to return from injury.

Even if they are 100 percent healthy and Coby White 
plays at the same level he did last season, the Bulls are 
no better than a sixth or seventh seed, yes even in the 
lackluster Eastern Conference, and are nowhere near a 
championship contender.

The Blackhawks have been awful and more awful 
since winning their sixth Stanley Cup in 2015 after 
Patrick Kane was traded and Jonathan Toews basically 
retired in 2023, although he is still listed as an unre-
stricted free agent. He is also 36 years old and looked 
old when last seen in Chicago.

The Bears haven’t won a Super Bowl since the NFL 
was still in the Xs (Super Bowl XX in January 1986) 
and have only returned to the last game of the season 
once since then, in 2006.

The last few years have seen great defensive players 
come and go, while the offense was led by quarterbacks 
such as Mitch Trubisky (a second overall pick in 2017) 
and Justin Fields (an 11th overall pick in 2021) would 
be outplayed by Keanu Reeves character Shane Falco 
in The Replacements. 

Actually, can the Bears sign him?
The Chicago Fire won the MLS Championship in 

1998, which was their first year in the league as an 
expansion franchise. And haven’t won again.

In other words, there are a lot of reasons for Chicago 
sports fans, like myself to scratch our heads or rip our 
hair out (you get the joke).

But we hold on. We have faith.
Because it always seems like one or a few of the 

franchises are right on the cusp of turning things around.
The Bulls are trading older players and adding 

younger, closer to their prime players via trade and free 
agent signings such as Josh Giddey and Jalen Smith, 
while drafting a 6-foot-9 Lithuanian in Matas Buzelis. 
Foreign exports are how the league is going as of late 
and was a good move for the Bulls.

The Bears used their No. 1 draft pick they received in 
a great trade with the Carolina Panthers before last sea-
son where they also acquired D.J. Moore (an awesome, 
talented wide receiver) and selected Caleb Williams. 

Williams, a QB from USC, has wowed every Bears 
fan in the preseason and has everyone excited that the 
offensive unit may actually score some points and give 
the Bears a chance to win more than seven games for 
the first time since 2020 when they lost in a Wild Card 
game against the New Orleans Saints.

The Blackhawks have had No. 1 and No. 2 draft 
picks in each of the last two seasons adding a scoring 
center in Connor Bedard and a big, bully defender in 
Artyom Levshunov. There were also two more first 
round picks in 2024.

So, although the head scratching never seems to stop, 
there is always a reason to only use one or two fingers 
instead of the entire hand. Or both hands.

The life of a Chicago sports fan is never easy.

 Chicago sports fans still 
scratching their heads

Not the
Last Chance

By Brandon
LaChance

Second in tournament
The Mendota junior varsity golf team finished in second place in the small school division of the Rock Falls JV 
Invitational on Aug. 16. MHS players and their scores, left to right, are Esten Otero (84), Kooper Novak (78), 
Alex Holland (78), Collin Coss (81), Nick Sheridan (81) and Maddox Rosales (84). Geneseo finished first in the 
event. (Photo contributed)

BLOOMINGTON – The Illinois 
High School Association (IHSA) 
Board of Directors met virtually on 
Aug. 9, where the Board took action 
on three items.

• The Board approved a recom-
mendation to update the Definition 
of an “All-Star Team” in the IHSA 
Handbook and also provided a new 
Illustration for the IHSA’s All-Star 
Participation by-law (3.120). IHSA 
member schools voted (547 schools 
in favor, 136 schools opposed and 43 
schools with no opinion) last December 
for changes to 3.120 that went into 
effect on July 1, 2024.

Definition: All-Star Team – A 
team of students who are selected to 
participate in a non-school contest or 

tournament based on athletic ability, 
performance or reputation when rep-
resenting the member high school the 
student attends or previously attend-
ed.   Students represent their school 
by using the school’s name, being 
selected or nominated by the school, 
or by wearing any part of the school’s 
athletic uniform.

Illustration: By-law 3.120 applies 
during the school year (from Monday 
of Week 8 through Saturday of Week 
49 of the IHSA standardized calendar).

• The Board approved a recommen-
dation to change the dates of the 2024 
IHSA Boys Golf State Finals and 2024 
IHSA Girls Golf State Finals to Friday 
and Saturday, Oct. 18-19, one week 
later than the original dates.

“Changing the 2024 IHSA Boys 
& Girls Golf State Final dates to Oct. 
18-19 will allow us to provide the 
most inclusive State Series tournament 
possible, as the original state tourney 
dates (October 12-13) coincided with 
Yom Kippur,” said IHSA Executive 
Director Craig Anderson. “We rec-
ognize that these changes were not 
easy to facilitate from a staffing and 
planning perspective for our state final 
courses and communities, so we greatly 
appreciate their partnership in helping 
provide the best experience possible 
for high school golfers in the state.”

• The Board approved the terms & 
conditions for girls’ flag football. The 
inaugural IHSA State Series in Girls’ 
Flag Football will take place this fall.

MENDOTA – Mendota High School will host a Fall 
athletic season kick-off event on Thursday, Aug. 22 at 
6 p.m. in the MHS gymnasium.

The night will start with volleyball and the parade of 
athletes with the marching band to the stadium.

The MHS Booster Club will collect donations of 
sports drinks and snacks to support the teams in tour-
naments and away games.

Come meet your favorite athletes, take pictures and 
share Trojan Town spirit.

DIXON - State Rep-
resentative Bradley Fritts 
(R-Dixon) is hosting an 
upcoming Hunter Safety 
Course. This two-day event 
will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 7 and Sunday, Sept. 8 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Both 
days are required.

“I am thrilled to offer 
my second annual Hunter 
Safety Course this Septem-
ber,” said Rep. Fritts. “With 
hunting season right around 
the corner, I want to offer 
my constituents a way to 

learn more about how to 
keep themselves and others 
safe while enjoying the 
outdoors.”

The event will take place 
at the Rochelle Masonic 
Lodge located at 500 Lin-
coln Highway, Rochelle. 
Reservations are required 
and spots are limited. To 
secure your spot, contact 
Representative Fritts’ office 
at 815-561-3690.

For more information 
about Representative Fritts, 
visit RepFritts.com.

MHS holding Fall sports
season event on Aug. 22

Hunter Safety Course set

Hole-in-one on Hole 16
Mendota native Nate Bradford had a moment he will 
never forget on Aug. 7 when he hit a hole-in-one on 
Hole 16 at the Mendota Golf Club. Bradford on his 
once in his lifetime golfing accomplishment, “I’m a 
self-proclaimed horrible golfer. When I first hit it off 
the tee box, I was just happy it went straight. When I 
saw it land about 10-feet or so from the cup, I thought, 
‘Oh wow, I’ve got a nice putt for birdie.’ Which is rare 
in my case. Then it started rolling towards the hole. 
When it disappeared, I turned around to the guys I 
was golfing with (partner Chris Eller, Cody Phalen, 
and Ethan Guelde), and they just started screaming. 
In turn, I started screaming, threw my 6-iron down, 
hat and sunglasses went into the air, and I ran around 
like a little schoolgirl. People on the hole adjacent to 
us stopped what they were doing to watch me act like 
a fool. No one could believe it, especially me. People 
wait their whole lives and most never get a hole in 
one. I’m extremely lucky and extremely fortunate 
to have this happen.” (Photo contributed)

IHSA Board announces changes to 2024 State 
Golf dates; provides clarity on All-Star game by-law

The return of the National 
Football League season is 
a cause for celebration in 
millions of households. The 
NFL season kicks off each 
September, and fans know 
there will be no shortage 
of memorable games as 
the season unfolds over 18 
weeks of the regular season 
and the ensuing playoffs. 
As fans prepare for another 
exciting NFL season, they 
can look back on these 
memorable matchups from 
the last decade.

• Buffalo Bills at Kansas 
City Chiefs, January 23, 
2022: This exciting matchup 
was entertaining throughout, 
but fans will likely point 
to the fourth quarter of the 
game as some of the most 
memorable football they’ve 
ever seen. Star quarterbacks 
Josh Allen of the Bills and 
Patrick Mahomes of the 
Chiefs put on a show, and 
the teams combined for 25 
points over the final two 
minutes of regulation. Those 
final two minutes included a 
stunning drive orchestrated 
by Mahomes, who led the 
Chiefs on a 44-yard drive 
in just 13 seconds to score 
a game-tying field goal and 
force overtime. The Chiefs 
won the subsequent over-
time coin toss and scored a 
touchdown on their first drive 
to pull off an improbable 
42-36 win.

• Baltimore Ravens at 
Cleveland Browns, Decem-
ber 14, 2020: This instant 
classic was witnessed in 
person by just under 12,000 
fans, as restrictions related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
were in place. Those lucky 
fans got a night to remem-
ber, as the game proved to 
be the highest scoring battle 
between the two AFC North 
rivals. Lamar Jackson led 
a Ravens comeback after 
briefly exiting the game with 
cramps. The teams combined 

to score 35 points in the 
fourth quarter, including a 
44-yard strike from Jackson 
to wide receiver Marquise 
“Hollywood” Brown on his 
first play after returning. 
The Ravens won the thriller 
47-42.

• Kansas City Chiefs at 
Los Angeles Rams, No-
vember 19, 2018: Though 
the 54-51 final score in the 
Rams’ favor suggests this 
game was all about offense, 
even the defenses got in 
on this high-scoring affair, 
combining to score 21 of 
the game’s 105 points. This 
matchup was so high-scoring 
that the Chiefs’ 51 points 
remain the most points ever 
scored by a team on the 
losing end in NFL history. 
Fourteen touchdowns and 
56 first downs marked a 
game that was iced when 
Rams quarterback Jared Goff 
threw a go-ahead, 40-yard 
touchdown pass to Gerald 
Everett with less than two 
minutes to play.

• New England Patriots 
vs. Atlanta Falcons, Super 
Bowl LI, February 5, 2017: 
Sometimes a season’s most 
memorable game unfolds 
on its biggest stage, and that 
was certainly the case with 
the 2016 NFL campaign. 
Super Bowl LI is sometimes 
referred to as “28-3,” a 
nickname that alludes to the 
Patriots’ stunning comeback 
against a Falcons team that 
looked all but certain to 
secure the first Super Bowl 
victory in franchise history. 
The Falcons dominated 
much of the game’s first 
three quarters, building a 
28-3 lead midway through 
the third quarter. But Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady and 
running back James White 
went to work in the third 
quarter and beyond, and the 
Patriots rallied to score 31 
unanswered points en route 
to a 34-28 overtime victory.

Memorable games from the 
last decade of NFL football
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

Amboy Depot Days
AUGUST 22, 23, 24 & 25

Amboy, IL • depotdays.com
Thursday, August 22 - “Family Night”
5pm-10pm Food Stands open
6pm-10pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds
 Arm bands $30 for unlimited rides
6:30pm Depot Days Little Dancers-on Main 

Stage
7pm Miss Amboy Pageant & Little Miss 

Amboy
8:30pm Announcement of Miss Amboy of 

2024

Friday, August 23
8am-5pm Community Wide Garage Sales
8am-5pm Craft Booths - Downtown
11am-10pm Food Stands open - Depot Museum 

Grounds
5pm Bags Tournament-Downtown East 

Ave. 6pm Tournament start time. 
Signup Steve Boelter 815-970-4462

6pm-10pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds.
 Arm bands $30 for unlimited rides.
7pm-9pm The Neverly Brothers on Main Stage. 

FREE. 
9pm – 1am K.C. Beer Garden: Class Field Trip

Saturday, August 24
8:00am  Sylvan Shuffle Adult 5K Run/Walk 

sponsored by Amboy Education 
Foundation. Contact: Joyce 
Schamberger, 815/857-2164 or 
register at www.amboy.net

8am-1pm Amboy Farm Tractor Show. Downtown 
Amboy. John Pierce at 815/973-4676 

8am-5pm Community Wide Garage Sales
8am-5pm Craft Booths - Downtown
11am Meet in the Streets-Wrestling 

Tournament-East Ave.
11am-10pm Food Stands open - Depot Museum 

Grounds
11am-1pm Kids Character Meet and Greet: Bluey 

& Bingo. Pankhurst Memorial Library
11am-1am  K.C. Beer Garden: South of Bandstand
Noon-3pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds
 Arm bands $30 for unlimited rides
1 pm Mr. Steve-Magic Show on Main 

Stage-Depot Museum Parking Lot
2pm-4pm Whimsy Face Painting. Free Kids 

Event (Depot Parking Lot)
3pm Depot Days Parade
 Sponsored by the Amboy Area Lions 

Club
 www.amboylionsclub.com to sign up
5pm Teen Turf Barnyard Bingo-Chance to 

win $$
 857-4800 (located by Amboy Sporting 

Goods)
7pm-9pm Petty Union on Main Stage. FREE. 

Sponsored by KSB Hospital
9pm-1am  K.C. Beer Garden: Kirkland

Sunday, August 25
6am-3pm 33rd Annual Depot Days Car, Truck 

& Motorcycle Show — Downtown 
Amboy.

6:30-10am  Pancake Breakfast: Knights of 
Columbus, at the Beer Garden

8am-4pm Crafts - Downtown Streets
8am-4pm Community Wide Garage Sales
11am-4pm Food Stands Open
11:30am  Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show 

Judging-Downtown Amboy
Noon-4pm Carnival on Depot Museum Grounds.
 Arm bands $30 for unlimited rides. 
Noon-5pm K.C. Beer Garden: South of the 

Bandstand
3:30pm Depot Days Car, Truck & Motorcycle 

Show Awards Presentation & 50/50 
Drawing. Last year’s 50/50 winner 
received $124,959.50 Main Stage by 
Depot Museum

INFORMATION BOOTHS
Information Booths (50/50 tickets available). On West Main 

St. in front of First Federal.
50/50 Ticket Sales: Available at Two Sisters on Main, Depot 

Tap, The Last Alarm, Longbranch Saloon, Uncle B’s Bar, 
and the Shamrock in Dixon.

DAILY INFORMATION
FREE SHUTTLE on Sunday. Park  
at Amboy School, 11 E. Hawley St.

First Aid & Cooling Center at Amboy Fire Dept., 25 East 
Main St.

Food Stands & Restrooms are open  
all weekend on Depot Grounds.
Community-Wide Garage Sales:  

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 8am-5pm.  
Garage sale maps available  

at City Hall or the information booth.
Museums open for viewing. Stop in and enjoy a little of

Amboy’s history. The Gift Shop will be open.
Car Show Registration and information - Contact Garth

Dallam 815/857-2946. www.amboycarshow.com

NO PETS ALLOWED

Thank you to our Event 
Sponsors

KSB Hospital

Amboy’s Depot Days is presented to benefit the Amboy 
Depot Museum. Your support is greatly appreciated. The 

Depot Days Committee wishes to give a special thank you 
to the many people who volunteer their time, energy and 

funds to ensure the success of Depot Days.

Carnival sponsored by 
Amboy Area Chamber of Commerce

Plenty of FREE parking 
is available!

Thank you for joining us!

05
27

20
24

SHABBONA – The Indian Creek 
CUSD #425 met in regular session on 
Aug. 12.

The new construction at the high 
school is almost complete. Students 
began using the building as of Aug. 
14, with some minor areas that need 
to be finished. Superintendent Chad 
Willis gave a tour of the remodeled 
sections, as well as the addition. The 
new area includes a new commons 
area, kitchen, cafeteria, art center, 
storage areas, concession stand, and 
bathrooms. The project is currently 
projected to be under budget. The 
outside landscaping is currently being 
completed. There are also cameras in 
all the common areas, cafeteria, hall-
ways, as well as outside. The videos 
can be viewed from the administration 
offices (principal, assistant principal, 
and superintendent) as well as the 
administrative assistant’s.

An attendee inquired of where funds 
are coming from with tax money for 
school improvements and maintenance, 
and if overrun costs were planned for 
with the new construction. They also 
wanted to know where they could get 
information of the original estimate, 
and how that compares to the ending 
real-costs. They were advised that, 
when available, that information can 
be requested from the superintendent.

The Potawatomi recently had 130 
acres designated as a reservation. 
The Potawatomi communicated to 
the district that they will no longer 
pay any property taxes to the local 
governments due to the designation. 
There is also legislation concerning 
Shabbona State Park and also at the 
federal level concerning increasing the 
reservation property area. It remains to 
be seen how the legislation will affect 
the school district finances.

There is a proposal before the county 
to implement a 1% sales tax. Indian 
Creek School District remains neutral 
to the implementation of the tax.

The district finished the FY 24 school 
year with approximately $23.5 million 
in reserves. The district finished ap-
proximately $500,000 in the red in the 
operating funds last year, which was 
due to the high school building project.

Middle school Principal Travis Na-

ber reported enrollment is around 225.
Elementary school Principal Kimber 

Larson reported K-4 enrollment about 
267. She noted they are introducing 
a WIN (what I need) study hall to the 
schedule. It will be on B days, and will 
provide support and enrichment time to 
the students’ school day.

High school Principal Erik Borne 
said they are expecting about 274 
students.

Matt Swanson, Director of Special 
Education, reported that this school 
year there is the largest starting pre-
school numbers since he has been at 
Indian Creek. He was able to secure 
a school counselor for the elementary 
school. The school year is beginning 
with openings for paraprofessionals in 
each school, and the district is looking 
to get those filled.

The new Director of Curriculum 
& Instruction, Jolene Miller, reported 
there were 10 new teachers. Mentors 
were matched with each one to facilitate 
their introduction to Indian Creek.

The hiring of Chad Hardy as Assis-
tant Principal of the high school was 
approved.

Dana Kick and Heather Flynn were 
approved as National Honor Society 
sponsors.

Christopher Dvorak was approved 
as theater club sponsor.

Approval of the Indian Creek Edu-
cation Association contract for Fiscal 
Year 24-25 to FY 27-28 was granted.

A one-year extension was granted 
for high school Principal Borne.

A five-year contract extension was 
approved for Superintendent Chad 
Willis.

Peter Komitas was hired as Director 
of Technology.

Approval of the tentative budget 
and placing the budget on display for 
30 days was approved.

The budget hearing has been set for 
Sept.16 at 7 p.m. in the high school 
21st Century classroom.

The official minutes from a Board 
meeting are available, upon request, 
after they have been approved at the 
following month’s meeting.

The next Indian Creek School Board 
Meeting will be the third Monday of the 
month, Sept. 16, at 7 p.m.

New construction at Indian
Creek H.S. nears completion

PAW PAW – The Paw 
Paw Village Board met for its 
regular session on Aug. 14.

Lee County has donated 
$1350 for the village Senior 
Program.

Paw Paw School Super-
intendent Jennifer DuBois 
presented concerns of how 
the school and town would 
manage emergencies without 
a deputy on duty 40 hours a 
week. She suggested a joint 
Community Open Forum 
with the Village Board, to 
hear the public’s opinions. 
The Board was in agreement, 
and said a mutually agreeable 
date will be set.

Ms. DuBois  informed 
said that enrollment this year 
is as follows: kindergarten: 
11, first: 20, scond: 15, third: 
20, fourth: 15, fifth: 6, sixth: 
22, seventh: 9, eighth: 12.

The Community parking 
lot will be closed from 9 
p.m. Thursday Aug. 29 until 
Saturday morning, Aug. 31. 
There will be a Parking Lot 
Party on Friday evening, 
Aug. 30, from 6:30-11 p.m. 
with music, karaoke, food 
and beer garden. Parking 
will be available behind the 
community center building 
and at NuMark Credit Union. 

Chicago Road will be 
closed at 4:30 p.m. Saturday; 
there will be two bounce 
houses for children. Saturday 
evening there will be a street 

dance from 5-11 p.m., spon-
sored by The Beaver Den and 
The Liquor Store. There will 
be line-dancing lessons from 
5-6:30 p.m. before the dance, 
for those interested

Drivers are encouraged to 
use the NuMark Credit Union 
parking lot or the community 
parking lot for access to 
down-town businesses that 
weekend.

There will be an ice cream 
social on Sunday, Sept. 1 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
Veterans Park, sponsored by 
the Paw Paw United  Meth-
odist Church Veterans’ Park. 

There will be a concert 
in the park from 5-9 p.m. 
with food, drinks, and treats, 
sponsored by TRIBE61353 
and the Lions Club.

A beer garden in the park 
sponsored by The Liquor 
Store is set for 5-9 p.m.

On Labor Day, Chicago 
Road will be closed from 6 
a.m.-noon. No parking will 
be allowed.

In other items, the well 
house #1 has a new roof. The 
Village would like to have 
the Standard Oil building on 
Elizabeth Street and two well 
houses painted.

A family of muskrats 
hollowed out the ground 
beneath the road that leads 
to sewer pond #3 They were 
relocated and clay was used 
to fill the hole.

The new  solar radar 
sign is in place, with a no-
ticeable reduction in speed-
ing coming in from the east.

Chips have been re-
applied on the streets to 
cover tar.

The renovation of the 
park lunch station has been 
completed. TIF funds were 
used to cover the costs. (Tax 
Increment Financing is a 
public financing method 
that is used as a subsidy for 
redevelopment, infrastruc-
ture, and other communi-
ty-improvement projects).

The Fresh Market has 
been sold. It is under new 
management,  and will 
continue as a grocery store.

The Lions Club is plan-
ning a “Pawpaw Fest” for 
Sept. 28. Pawpaw tree 
enthusiasts will present 
educational workshops on 
the history and growing of 
pawpaw trees, displaying 
pawpaw food products and 
recipes, the various species 
of pawpaws (some sweeter 
than others, like choices in 
apples), and seedling paw-
paw trees for sale.

Election packets are 
available from the Village 
Clerk as of Aug. 20. There 
will be four trustee posi-
tions open. The applications 
must be turned in to the 
Village Clerk between Nov. 
12-18.

Paw Paw Village Board
handles numerous items

OGLESBY – The period for circulating nomination pe-
titions for the Illinois Valley Community College Board of 
Trustees election held on Tuesday, April 1, 2025, began Aug. 
20, 2024. Packets are available from the local election offi-
cial, Sandra Beard, in the President’s Office, Room C-301, at 
IVCC’s campus, located at 815 Orlando Smith Road, Oglesby.

There are two (2) six-year terms up for election.
Nominations will be accepted from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Nov. 

12-15, 2024, and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 18 in the President’s 
Office, Room C-301, at IVCC.  

Information can also be found at www.ivcc.edu/board/
election2025, including guidelines and downloadable items. 

Nomination petitions for
IVCC Board are available

Don’t miss out
on the news.
For details,

call 815-539-
9396 to stop
by our office.
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 The jobs 
created allow 
spending in the 
local economy 
and help create 
more jobs.

They support local 
charities, schools 
and community 
events which 
financially impacts 
our community.

at affordable 
prices and cater 
to the needs and 
wants of the 
community.

Travel 
expenses and 
personal time 
make the overall 
cost of items 
more.

Without the 
support in the 
local community, 
restaurants, shops 
and services are 
forced to close.

S

Local businesses 
respond quicker to 
the needs of the 
customers and stock 
products to meet the 
core communityʼs 
needs.

 By choosing 
to do business locally 
you help maintain 
Mendotaʼs diversity, 
charm and appeal; 
which in turn, attracts 
new community 
members.

Your dollars spent in 
locally-owned 

businesses have three times the 
impact on your community as 
dollars spent outside of 
Mendota. When shopping 
locally, you create funds for 
more city and county services 
through sales tax. In turn, these 
funds are invested in 
neighborhood services 
including police, fire and 
ambulance as well as park and 
library improvements.

 Local 
businesses 

survive by their 
reputation and 
repeat business, 
which means you 
get a higher 
standard of 
service.
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RELIGION

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

?
Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

I think it’s healthy to 
stop periodically and take 
inventory of our lives. It’s 
important to ask, “Am I 
really living the life Christ 
died for me to have? Or am 
I settling for something 
less?”

Regardless of what’s 
happened in the past or 
what obstacles seem to be 
in our way, God has a big, 
full life in store for each 
one of us. However, it’s 
up to us if we’re going to 
get the best out of life and 
make the most of our time, 
talents, relationships, and 
opportunities.

The book of Genesis 
contains a great lesson in 
this area. It shares the story 
of Abraham’s father, Ter-
ah, who gathered his fam-
ily, packed up everything, 
and set out for his ultimate 
destination—Canaan.

However,  Genesis 
11:31 tells us, “...they 
went forth together to go 

Don’t settle for less than God’s best
from Ur of the Chaldees 
into the land of Canaan; 
but when they came to 
Haran, they settled there” 
(AMPC).

I wonder how many 
people start out to do one 
thing in life but settle 
somewhere along the way 
because they get tired or 
because it’s convenient. 
It’s not really what they 
want, but it’s something 
they think they can “put 
up with.”

Are there areas in your 
life where you have “set-
tled” or maybe just haven’t 
made as much progress as 
you have hoped? The Lord 
has called us to excellence; 
however, so many times 
we settle for being medi-
ocre. The word mediocre 
literally means “to live 
halfway between success 
and failure.”

And that’s where so 
many people live; they 
haven’t completely failed, 

but they’re also not where 
they really want to be! 

This applies to every 
area of our lives. Maybe 
you have begun study-
ing the Word of God, 
and you’ve set a goal to 
really know your Bible 
and develop a vibrant re-
lationship with the Lord. 
If that’s the case, don’t 
settle for just reading a 
chapter a day to “put your 
time in”—stay determined 
to make it a priority and 
reap the benefits of truly 
knowing God.

Or maybe you have a 
goal to lose 20 pounds. If 
so, make a decision that 
you’re not going to give 
up when it gets difficult. 
Even if you have a bad day 
and actually gain weight, 
be determined to bounce 
back the next day!

Sometimes we get used 
to the place where we are 
and almost forget there’s 
something better. Life gets 
busy, complicated, or even 
comfortable, and we lose 
sight of the dreams and 
goals we used to have. 
That’s when we need to stir 
ourselves up and become 
determined to attain every 
single part of God’s plan 
for our lives.

Let’s take a few mo-
ments to play what I call 
the “What If?” game. This 
game isn’t meant to make 
you feel guilty about what 
you haven’t done—it’s de-
signed to help you picture 
what you can do. Use your 
imagination and really 
think through the answers 
to these questions:

What if you decided 
to give God your all and 
seek Him with your whole 
heart?

What if you demanded 

the best from yourself in-
stead of settling for “just 
average?”

What if you stopped 
making excuses why you 
can’t accomplish your 
dreams and goals?

What if you changed 
the way you speak and 
refused to say anything 
negative?

What if you started 
confronting problems 
instead of running away 
from them?

What if you decided to 
stop procrastinating?

Can you imagine where 
you would be this time 
next year if you followed 
through on even just one 
or two of these things?

The Bible is full of 
scriptures that encourage 
us to do our best. For 
instance, 2 Timothy 2:15 
says, “Study and be eager 
and do your utmost to 
present yourself to God 
approved (tested by trial), 
a workman who has no 
cause to be ashamed...” 
(AMPC).

I love that phrase, “do 
your utmost.” Sure, it’s 
always easier to go half-
way, but just imagine for a 
second what could happen 
in your life if you decided 
to give your “utmost” in 
your marriage, at your 

job, or in other areas of 
your life.

Some of the greatest 
blessings in my life now 
are the things that required 
the most effort. Today, my 
husband Dave and I have 
the awesome privilege of 
sharing God’s Word with 
millions of people through 
Joyce Meyer Ministries. 
However, it required tre-
mendous sacrifice and the 
decision to keep moving 
forward when so many 
times we felt like giving 
up. Yes, it required time 
and effort to do everything 
God placed in our hearts 
to do—but it was worth it 
in the end!

Today, I am so glad 
that I didn’t stop halfway 
when things got tough. I 
thank God that I didn’t 
get discouraged and quit 
during the days when only 
50 people were attending 
my conferences.

I’ve learned this pow-
erful lesson: If you will 
give your best and do what 
you can do, God will do 
His part and do what you 
can’t do! A great life isn’t 
just for someone else—it’s 
for you, too.

Yes, it’s going to re-
quire effort and deter-
mination, and in many 
cases, it may require 

you to push past fear so 
you can enjoy greater 
freedom and success. But 
I promise you this: It is 
always worth it.

So, don’t settle for aver-
age, mediocre, or halfway. 
God has an incredible, 
fulfilling, and exciting life 
just waiting for you...and 
you can take it as far as 
you’re willing to go. The 
next move is yours.

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource Don’t 
Settle for Less Than the 
Best. You can also con-
tact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOM-
ING EVERY PROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Aug. 25 - 9:30 a.m. Worship service

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Aug. 27 - 11 a.m. Produce sorting

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Hosea (KJV) in 
the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. From Judges 16, what had 
Samson been to God from his 
mother’s womb? Nazarite, 
Philistine, Reubenite, Protestant  
3. In Exodus 4, who had a staff 
or rod that turned into a snake? 
Noah, Aaron, Adam, Moses
4. How many books of the Bible 
are named for a woman? 0, 1, 2, 
3
5. What biblical name means 
“peace”? Salome, Jacob, 
Abraham, Adam
6. Which of these died on 
Mount Hor? Paul, Noah, Aaron, 
Solomon
ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nazarite, 3) 
Moses, 4) Two (Ruth, Esther), 5) 
Salome, 6) Aaron
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

No: 2024-JA-33 and 
2024-JA-34 

TO: Ashley Dippel, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
7th day of August, 2024 
a petition to terminate 
your parental rights was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
David A. Greer, in the 
Circuit Court of LaSalle 
County entitled ‘In the 
interest of Bentlee 
Schuh and Huxley May, 
minors’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Ot-
tawa on the 9th day of 
October, 2024, at the 
hour of 1:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
as against you and an 
order or judgment en-
tered.
Dated Aug. 7, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0802
(Aug. 14, 21 and 28, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-33 

TO: Kenneth Schuh, 
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
7th day of August, 2024 
a petition to terminate 
your parental rights was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
David A. Greer, in the 
Circuit Court of LaSalle 
County entitled ‘In the 
interest of Bentlee 
Schuh, a minor’, and 
that in the Criminal 
Justice Center Court-
room 223 at Ottawa on 
the 9th day of October, 
2024, at the hour of 1: 
00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, a Ter-
mination Hearing will 
be held upon the pe-
tition to have the child 
declared a ward of the 
court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 

child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted 
as against you and an 
order or judgment en-
tered.
Dated Aug. 7, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0803
(Aug. 14, 21 and 28, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-34

TO: Corey Sidwell, Un-
known Fathers, other  
interested parties, and 
to All Whom It May Con-
cern: 
Take notice that on the 
7th day of August, 2024 
a petition to terminate 
your parental rights was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
David A. Greer, in the 
Circuit Court of LaSalle 
County entitled ‘In the 
interest of Huxley May, 
a minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 223 at Ot-
tawa on the 9th day of 
October, 2024, at the 
hour of 1:00 p. m. , or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
a Termination Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted 
as against you and an 
order or judgement en-
tered.
Dated Aug. 7, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0804
(Aug. 14, 21 and 28, 
2024)

NOTICE
Mendota #289 has 
posted the Tentative 
Budget for FY 2025 and 
it can be viewed at the 
Mendota #289 District 
Office,1806 Guiles Ave 
Mendota, IL 61342.
No. 0807
(August 21, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 

especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 

issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Ram Crew Cab, 5.7 Hemi Rebel, Gray, 61K 
Miles ........................................................$38,900

2021 Chevy Traverse LT, AWD, Silver, 102K 
Miles ........................................................$23,900 

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LTZ, 6.2L,  
93K Miles, Maroon .......................................$31,900

2018 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4x4, Sunroof, Leather, 75K 
Miles, Maroon...............................................$30,900

2017 GMC Acadia SLT 2, AWD, 67K Miles, 
White .......................................................$17,900 

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ, One 
Owner, 41K Miles, Black.................$46,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, WT, 5.3L, 
V8, Tow Pkg., 15K Miles, White........$27,900

2022 Chevy Malibu LS, Remote Start, 26K 
Miles ..................................................$19,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD RS, Leather, 
25K Miles, Black.............................$25,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trail Boss LT, 
Leather, Sunroof, 53K Miles, Maroon.$40,900

2020 GMC 2500 HD Crew Denali Diesel, 
Loaded, One Owner, 56K Miles, Blue..$54,900

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, Loaded, 
1-owner, 50K Miles, White.............$27,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 AWD Chevy Blazer Premier, GM-Certified, 1-Owner, 
Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Panoramic 

Sunroof and Much More - 50K Miles, White

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier

$27,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Looking for an outside  Looking for an outside  
job/landscaping lawns  job/landscaping lawns  
with top of the line  with top of the line  
equipment?equipment?
Gene’s is looking for you!Gene’s is looking for you!
Experience is a plus,  Experience is a plus,  
but will train for lead position.but will train for lead position.
Salary based on experience.Salary based on experience.
Contact: Ken RickettsContact: Ken Ricketts
815-690-4025815-690-4025
Email:  Email:  
gls92076@gmail.comgls92076@gmail.com

Gene’s Lawn  
Service

08122024

Starting 
at $19/ 

hour 

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

FREE
Money Saver
Local News Updates 
& So Much More

In Print & Online
815.539.9396

mendotareporter.com

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Subscribe:
Money Saver
& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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